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China must prepare for difficult times, says Xi

“Today, on the new Long March, we must overcome various major risks and challenges from home and abroad’

REUTERS
BEIJING/WASHINGTON

China must prepare for diffi-
cult times as the internation-
al situation is increasingly
complex, President Xi Jinp-
ing said in comments carried
by state media on Wednes-
day, as the U.S.-China trade
war took a mounting toll on
tech giant Huawei.

The world’s two largest
economies have escalated ta-
riff increases on each other’s
imports after talks broke
down to resolve their dis-
pute, and the acrimony has
intensified since Washington
last week blacklisted Chinese
telecom equipment compa-
ny Huawei Technologies.

The listing, which curbs
Huawei’s access to U.S.-made
components, is a potentially
devastating blow for the
company that has rattled
technology supply chains

and investors, and saw sever-
al mobile carriers on Wed-
nesday delay the launch of
new Huawei smartphone
handsets.

During a three-day trip
this week to the southern
province of Jiangxi, a cradle
of China’s Communist revo-
lution, Mr. Xi urged people
to learn the lessons of the
hardships of the past.

“Today, on the new Long
March, we must overcome
various major risks and chal-
lenges from home and
abroad,” state news agency
Xinhua paraphrased Mr. Xi
as saying, referring to the
1934-36 trek of Communist
Party members fleeing a civil
war to a remote rural base,
from where they re-grouped
and eventually took power in
1949.

“Our country is still in a
period of important strategic

Battle-ready: Chinese President Xi Jinping speaking at
a conference in Beijing earlier this month. =ap

opportunities for develop-
ment, but the international
situation is increasingly com-
plicated,” he said.

“We must be conscious of
the long-term and complex

6 dead after poll riots in Jakarta

Opposition challenges President Joko Widodo's re-election

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
JAKARTA

At least six people were
killed as Indonesia’s capital
erupted in violence on Wed-
nesday when police clashed
with protesters opposed to
the re-election of President
Joko Widodo.

Dozens were arrested
and parts of Jakarta were lit-
tered with debris and
burned-out cars, as the vio-
lence triggered security ad-
visories from the U.S. and
Australian Embassies.

Authorities also restrict-
ed access to some social me-
dia in a bid to stop rumours
and fake news from spread-
ing online. National police
chief Tito Karnavian said six
people had died, but denied
authorities had fired live
rounds on protesters, and
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Rampahosa re-elected
South African President
CAPE TOWN

South African lawmakers on
Wednesday re-elected Cyril
Ramaphosa as the nation's
President, two weeks after
the ruling ANC party returned
to power in legislative
elections. Mr. Ramaphosa
was "duly elected President
of the Republic of South
Africa,” Chief Justice
Mogoeng Mogoeng told
Parliament after Mr.
Ramaphosa was the only
name nominated by
lawmakers in Cape Town. arp

UN asks Britain to cede
Chagos to Mauritius
UNITED NATIONS

In a stinging defeat for
Britain, the UN General
Assembly demanded on
Wednesday that London cede
to Mauritius the Chagos
Islands. A total of 116
countries voted in favour of a
non-binding resolution that
urged Britain to "withdraw its
colonial administration”
within six months. arp

Sirisena pardons
firebrand Buddhist monk
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka's President
Maithripala Sirisena granted
an amnesty to a firebrand
Buddhist monk on
Wednesday, four days after
holding talks with him at the
country's main prison,
officials said. He pardoned
Galagodaatte Gnanasara days
after releasing 762 other
convicts to mark Vesak which
commemorates the birth,
enlightenment and passing
away of the Buddha. arp

Hong Kong activists get
refugee status

HONG KONG

Two former Hong Kong
independence activists have
been granted refugee status
in Germany in what is one of
the first cases of dissenters
from the semi-autonomous
Chinese city receiving such
protection. Ray Wong and
Alan Li were due to stand trial
on riot charges but fled Hong
Kong in November 2017. arp

Protesters clashing
with police in Jakarta
on Wednesday. =ap

called for calm. “Some had
gunshot wounds, some had
blunt force wounds but we
still need to clarify this,” he
told reporters. Jakarta’s Go-

vernor Anies Baswedan said
earlier that about 200 had
been injured. The violence
came after Indonesia’s elec-
tion commission on Tues-
day confirmed Mr. Widodo
had beaten retired military
general Prabowo Subianto
for the presidency in a poll
held on April 17. Mr. Subian-
to has said he would chal-
lenge the results in court —
as he did, unsuccessfully,
against Mr. Widodo in 2014
—but also warned his claims
of widespread cheating
could spark street protests.
That was borne out early
Wednesday as protesters set
market stalls and cars on
fire while hurling fireworks
and rocks at security per-
sonnel clad in riot gear and
holding shields, an AFP re-
porter on the scene said.

May urges Parliament to
back her reworked deal

But resistance among MPs persists

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Prime Minister Theresa May
on Wednesday implored
British MPs to back her re-
worked EU divorce deal but
saw pro-Brexit Conserva-
tives and Opposition parties
savage her bid for a compro-
mise to end months of polit-
ical crisis.

Ms. May urged lawmak-
ers, who have repeatedly re-
jected her plan, to vote for it
in early June so that the
country can finally leave the
bloc later in the summer.
“The opportunity of Brexit
is too large and the conse-
quences of failure too grave
to risk further delay,” the
Prime Minister, who has
vowed to stand down fol-
lowing the crunch parlia-
mentary vote, told the
House of Commons. “Reject
it and all we have before us
is division and deadlock.”

Compromise measures

Ms. May outlined a package
of “compromise measures”
aimed at securing the sup-
port of MPs from the main
Opposition Labour Party,

which included giving Par-
liament a vote on holding a
referendum on her deal. But
Labour leader Jeremy Cor-
byn, who last week pulled
out of weeks of cross-party
Brexit talks citing the go-
vernment’s unwillingness to
compromise, said it was “lit-
tle more than a repackaged
version of her three-times
rejected deal”. “The rhetor-
ic may have changed but the
deal has not,” he added.
Amid strong opposition
from Ms. May’s Conserva-
tive colleagues to the new
move, Ian Blackford, leader
of the Scottish National Par-
ty in Westminster, said the
embattled Prime Minister
was “fooling no one but her-
self”. “Her own party
doesn’t want her deal... Her
time is up.” In a sign of the
scale of the apparent inter-
nal backlash, Environment
Secretary and Brexiteer Mi-
chael Gove hinted that the
vote in the week of June 3
may not even go ahead. “We
will reflect over the course
of the next few days on how
people look at the proposi-
tion,” he told BBC radio.

nature of various unfavoura-
ble factors at home and
abroad, and appropriately
prepare for various difficult
situations.”

The report did not elabo-

rate on those difficulties, and
did not directly mention the
trade war or of the U.S.

No further trade talks bet-
ween top Chinese and U.S.
negotiators have been sche-
duled since the last round
ended on May 10, the same
day President Donald Trump
increased tariffs on $200 bil-
lion worth of Chinese goods
and took steps to levy duties
on all remaining Chinese
imports.

Open for talks
Negotiations between the
U.S. and China have stalled
since early May, when Chi-
nese officials sought major
changes to the text of a pro-
posed deal that the Trump
administration says had
been largely agreed.
However, Chinese Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Cui Tiankai,
speaking to the Fox News

Channel, said on Tuesday
that Beijing was still open for
talks.

While China has not said
whether or how it may reta-
liate to the measures against
Huawei, state media have ta-
ken an increasingly strident
and nationalistic tone.

U.S. firms said in a survey
released on Wednesday they
were facing retaliation in
China over the trade war.
The American Chamber of
Commerce of China and its
sister body in Shanghai, said
members reported that they
faced increased obstacles
such as government inspec-
tions, slower customs clea-
rances and slower approval
for licensing and other appli-
cations. It also said that
40.7% of respondents were
considering or had relocated
manufacturing facilities out-
side China.

Trump abruptly ends
meet with Democrats

Accuses them of ‘phony investigations’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump abruptly shut down
a White House meeting with
Democratic leaders on Wed-
nesday to vent his fury over
ongoing probes into his
links to Russia.

Mr. Trump showed the
door to top Congressional
Democrats House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and Senate mi-
nority leader Chuck Schum-
er almost as soon as they
came in for what was meant
to have been a rare biparti-
san session on national in-
frastructure spending.

Moments later, a livid Mr.
Trump gathered journalists
in the Rose Garden to an-
nounce that he could not
deal with Democrats as long
as they mount “phony
investigations.”

The presidential melt-
down doomed what had
been flagged as a hopeful
moment of cross-party
cooperation on fixing the
country’s creaking public
infrastructure. The two
sides gave completely diffe-
rent versions of what
happened.

According to Mr. Trump,
he blew up the meeting be-
cause Ms. Pelosi had just be-
forehand accused him of
mounting a cover-up of the
probe led by special counsel
Robert Mueller. Suggesting
that Mr. Trump had manu-
factured the row to avoid
having to commit to details
on what would be an enor-
mously expensive infras-
tructure bill, Ms. Pelosi said:
“He just took a pass and it
just makes me wonder why
he did that.”

Carriers in UK., Japan begin to turn away from Huaweli

EE, Vodafone to stop offering Huawei phones to 5G customers; chipmaker ARM to cut ties with firm

AMIE TSANG
LONDON

Google’s decision to cut off
support to Huawei, the Chi-
nese telecommunications
giant blacklisted by the
Trump administration, is
rippling across the globe as
companies suspend ties to
the handset-maker.

In Britain, where Huawei
is one of the most popular
cellphone brands, two of
country’s biggest mobile net-
works, EE and Vodafone, an-
nounced they would stop of-
fering Huawei phones to 5G
customers as a result of Goo-
gle’s decision.

In Japan, the three largest
cellphone companies also
said they were reconsidering
plans to sell a new series of
Huawei smartphones.

And ARM, a chipmaker

EU goes
to polls

In the European
Parliament polls, a total
of 427 million European
Union (EU) citizens

will be eligible to vote
between May 23 and
May 26 in 28 countries
in the world's second
largest democratic

based in Britain, was report-
edly suspending its business
with Huawei because some
of its designs contained tech-
nology from the U.S., ac-
cording to documents seen
by the BBC. ARM said on
Wednesday that it was “com-
plying with all of the latest
regulations set forth by the
U.S. government” and de-
clined to comment any
further.

The moves follow Goo-
gle’s announcement on Mon-
day that it would cut oft sup-
port to Huawei for its
Android hardware and soft-
ware services. Google’s an-
nouncement was a result of a
Trump administration order
last week that effectively
barred American firms from
selling components and soft-
ware to Huawei, ramping up
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Just over half of Huawei's revenue comes from China, while

28.4% comes from Europe, West Asia and Africa. =reuters

a cold war between the two
countries over technology
and trade.

EE and Vodafone in Bri-
tain both said that they
would hold off selling Hua-
wei phones to customers
who wanted 5G services un-
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Duterte orders Canadas garbage to be
shipped back amidst diplomatic row

Philippines takes action after Ottawa misses May 15 deadline

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MANILA

President Rodrigo Duterte
has ordered tonnes of gar-
bage dumped in the Philip-
pines years ago to be
shipped back to Canada, his
spokesman said on Wednes-
day, escalating a festering di-
plomatic row.

Mr. Duterte’s spokesman
also warned that if Ottawa
would not formally accept
the shipment of trash, it
would be dumped inside Ca-
nada’s territorial waters. The
rubbish is stored containers
which a Canadian firm sent
to the Philippines in 2013
and 2014 — ostensibly for re-

A protester blowing a
whistle outside the Canadian
Embassy in Manila. =ap

cycling — and the issue of
what to do with it has ran-
kled for years.

Last week, Manila re-
called its Ambassador from
Ottawa because Canada mis-
sed a May 15 deadline to re-
patriate the garbage. “As a
result of this offending delay,
the President has instructed
the appropriate office to
look for a private shipping
company which will bring
back Canada’s trash to the
latter’s jurisdiction,” Mr. Du-
terte’s spokesman Salvador
Panelo told reporters. “If Ca-
nada will not accept the
trash, we will leave the same
within the territorial waters
or 12 nautical miles out to
sea from the baseline of any
of their country’s shores.”

proportion, while
Estonia (16.7%)
~= has the lowest

4 An election
poster in
Brussels and,
right, the
Parliament
building in
Strasbourg

til there was more certainty
about the situation. EE, a un-
it of British Telecom and Bri-
tain’s largest cellphone car-
rier, will open its 5G network
next week, and had planned
to offer Huawei phones
along with Samsung and

Country-wise allocation
Germany, the country in the
European Union with the
highest population, sends the
most number of members to
the bloc's Parliament

Germany 96 (12.8%)
France 74 (9.9%)
Italy 73 (9.7%)
United Kingdom | 73 (9.7%)
Spain 54 (7.2%)
Poland 51(6.8%)
Romania 32 (4.3%)
Netherlands 26 (3.5%)
Belgium 21 (2.8%)
Czech Republic | 21(2.8%)
Greece 21 (2.8%)
Hungary 21 (2.8%)
Portugal 21(2.8%)
Sweden 20 (2.7%)
Austria 18 (2.4%)
Bulgaria 17 (2.3%)
Denmark 13 (1.7%)
Finland 13 (1.7%)
Slovakia 13 (1.7%)
Croatia 11 (1.5%)
Ireland 11 (1.5%)
Lithuania 11 (1.5%)
Latvia 8 (1.1%)
Slovenia 8 (1.1%)
Cyprus 6 (0.8%)
Estonia 6 (0.8%)
Luxembourg 6 (0.8%)
Malta 6 (0.8%)

(Figures in bracket indicate the
country's population as a % of the
bloc’s population)

OnePlus handsets for the
service.

Huawei responded to ac-
tions by EE and Vodafone by
saying: “We value our close
relationships with our partn-
ers, but recognise the pres-
sure some of them are un-
der, as a result of politically
motivated decisions.”

The decisions by the Brit-
ish networks indicate that
Huawei could feel the effects
of the battle with the U.S. in
the region that brings it the
most revenue outside China.
Just over half of Huawei’s re-
venue comes from China,
while 28.4% comes from Eu-
rope, West Asia and Africa.

Huawei is a small player in
Japan, which is dominated
by Apple’s iPhone and Japa-
nese manufacturers like So-
ny and Sharp. nv imes

Biden is a ‘fool
of low IQ; says
North Korea

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SEOUL

North Korean state media
on Wednesday slammed
former U.S. Vice-President
Joe Biden as an “imbecile”
and a “fool of low IQ” after
he criticised leader Kim
Jong-un.

It accused Mr. Biden of
“slandering the supreme
leadership” of North Korea
— a term usually referring
to Mr. Kim — and said the
former Senator had be-
come “reckless and sense-
less, seized by ambition for
power”. “What he uttered
is just sophism of an imbe-
cile bereft of elementary
quality as a human being,
let alone a politician.”

KCNA did not give any
further details, but at a ral-
ly in Philadelphia on Satur-
day, Mr. Biden had criti-
cised Donald Trump’s
approach to the leaders of
North Korea and Russia,
accusing the President of
embracing “tyrants like
(Vladimir) Putin and Kim
Jong-un”. “He is not worth
pinning hope on,” KCNA
said, adding that he was “a
fool of low IQ”.

In a first, Arabic novel wins international Booker

Omani writer Jokha Alharthi shares award with translator Marilyn Booth

ALEX MARSHALL
LONDON

Celestial Bodies, a family sa-
ga set against Oman’s transi-
tion from slave trading
centre to oil producer, be-
came on Tuesday the first
novel originally written in
Arabic to win the Man Book-
er International Prize.

The book’s author, Jokha
Alharthi of Oman, shares the
award of £50,000 pounds
(about $63,000) with its
translator, Marilyn Booth.
The prize, given each year to
the best book translated into
English and published in Bri-
tain, is widely seen as the
world’s most significant
award for translated fiction.

It is distinct from the

i

Arabic author Jokha Alharthi and translator Marilyn Booth,

who won the Man Booker International Prize, in London. =arp

more well-known Booker

Prize, for fiction originally

published in English.
Bettany Hughes, chairwo-

man of the judging panel,
called Celestial Bodies “a
book to win over the head
and the heart in equal mea-

sure.” Ms. Alharthi’s novel,
first published in 2010 as La-
dies of the Moon, follows an
Omani family over three gen-
erations, from the 1880s to
today. Ms. Alharthi said in an
interview published on the
Man Booker International
Prize’s website that Omani
authors want foreign readers
to look at the country “with
an open mind and heart.”
“No matter where you are,
love, loss, friendship, pain
and hope are the same feel-
ings,” she said, “and human-
ity still has a lot of work to do
to believe in this truth.”

Five of the six authors,
and all the translators, on
this year’s shortlist were wo-
mer. nv TIMEs



