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Partymen come to 9

Gambhir’s rescue

NEW DELHI

A day after East Delhi MP
Gautam Gambhir's tweet
terming the alleged assault
onamanin Gurugram
"deplorable” split opinion
about him within his own
ranks, the BJP on Tuesday
came to his defense
maintaining that he had “not
done anything wrong".
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Cauvery Water Management Authority ruling on water for T.N. for June

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

The Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority (CWMA) on
Tuesday ordered Karnataka
to release 9.19 tmcft of water
for the month of June from
the Biligundlu reservoir to
the Mettur dam in Tamil
Nadu.

“It was a unanimous deci-
sion. The forecast, so far, is a
normal monsoon and keep-
ing in view the water level in
the dams and reservoirs, we
have directed 9.19 tmcft of
water to be released for the
month of June,” CWMA
Chairman Masood Hussain
told The Hindu.

The monsoon is forecast
to make landfall in Kerala on

The quantum s in line with
the Supreme Court's order
on February 16 last year.

June 6, and the Central Wa-
ter Commission’s records
show that key reservoirs in
southern India are at levels
below their five-year aver-
age. The total live storage is
6.38 bcm (billion cubic

SC to hear Bedi's plea tomorrow

Puducherry LG sought clarity on control over officials

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day agreed to urgently hear
a petition by Puducherry
Lieutenant Governor Kiran
Bedi for clarity on the issue
of control over bureaucrats
following a turf war between
her office and the Chief
Minister.

A Vacation Bench, led by
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi,
agreed to hear the petition
on Thursday.

On May 10, the court is-
sued notice on a plea by the
Administrator, Union Terri-

Scientists give the

ety e

Kiran Bedi

tory of Puducherry, to stay a
Madras High Court decision
which curbed the Lieute-
nant Governor’s powers to
interfere in the day-to-day
administration, especially
when an elected govern-

thumbs-up for

R. PRASAD

CHENNAI

On May 21, a 34-member
panel of the Anthropocene
Working Group (AWG) voted
29-4 in favour of designating
a new geological epoch — the
Anthropocene.

The vote signals the end
of the Holocene Epoch,
which began 11,700 years
ago.
According to Nature, the
panel plans to submit a
formal proposal for the new
epoch by 2021 to the
International Commission
on Stratigraphy, which
oversees the official geologic
time chart.

That nearly 90% voted in
favour of a naming the new
epoch to reflect how the
Earth has been shaped by
human activity, is not
surprising, as an informal
vote had already conducted
three years ago in Cape
Town at the 2016
International Geological
Congress.

The term ‘Anthropocene’
was coined in 2000 by
Nobel Laureate Paul Crutzen
and Eugene Stoermer to
denote the present
geological time interval in
which human activity has
profoundly altered many
conditions and processes on
Earth.

According to the AWG,
the phenomena associated
with the Anthropocene
include an order-of-
magnitude increase in
erosion and sediment
transport associated with
urbanisation and
agriculture, marked and
abrupt anthropogenic
perturbations of the cycles
of elements such as carbon,
environmental changes
generated by these
perturbations, including
global warming, sea-level
rise, and ocean acidification,
rapid changes in the
biosphere and finally
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Anthropocene epoch

The radionuclides are
present almost everywhere.
= THE HINDU ARCHIVES

proliferation and global
dispersion of many new
‘minerals’ and ‘rocks’
including concrete, fly ash
and plastics, and the myriad
‘technofossils’ produced
from these and other
materials.

A golden spike

The focus is now on
identifying a definitive
geologic marker or golden
spike (technically called
Global boundary Stratotype
Section and Point) to signal
the beginning of the
Anthropocene Epoch. The
golden spike must be
present globally and should
be a part of deposits for
geological record.

Many in the AWG believe
that artificial radionuclides
spread across the world by
atomic bomb tests from the
early 1950s would serve as
the golden spike. The
radionuclides are present
almost everywhere — from
marine sediments to ice
layers and even stalagmites
and stalactites.

Once a formal proposal is
made by the AWG, it will be
considered by several more
groups of the International
Commission on Stratigraphy.

The final ratification will
be made by the executive
committee of the
International Union of
Geological Sciences.

ment was in place. However,
in a fresh application, Ms.
Bedi said the ruling brought
the “administrative machin-
ery to an impasse”.

The plea said the Pudu-
cherry Lieutenant Governor
enjoys “greater discretion-
ary power” than the Delhi
Lieutenant Governor. The
Lieutenant Governor has a
“special responsibility to-
wards the Union Territory of
Puducherry and is under the
overarching control of the
President”.
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metre), which is 12% of the
total live storage capacity.
The storage during the
corresponding period last
year was also 12% and the av-
erage storage of the last 10
years during the corres-
ponding period was 15% of
the live storage capacity of
these reservoirs, according
to the CWC’s May 23 bulletin.

Meeting postponed
The CWMA meeting was to
have been held a fortnight
ago, but had to be postponed
until Tuesday following a re-
quest by Karnataka, Mr. Hus-
sain said.

Representatives from all
riparian States attended the
meeting.

The quantum of water to
be released is in line with the
Supreme Court’s order on
February 16 last year. While
conferring authority on the
CWMA to decide on releas-
ing water, the court said Kar-
nataka’s share was 284
tmceft, Tamil Nadu’s 404
tmcft, Kerala’s 30 tmcft and
Puducherry’s 7 tmcft.

Besides this, the court re-
served 10 tmcft for environ-
mental purposes and four
tmcft for natural flow into
the sea.

This is the third meeting
of the CWMA since June
2018, when it was constitut-
ed. It is expected to meet
once in 10 days from June to
October.

New Delhi gears up for
Pompeos possible visit

Stopover enroute to G20 summit

SUHASINI HAIDAR
NEW DELHI
Ahead of the first meeting
between Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump in two
years, the government is
preparing for a possible visit
by Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, sources confirmed
to The Hindu. Mr. Pompeo’s
visit, along with a high-level
delegation, is likely in the
third week of June.

Sources said a stopover
by Mr. Pompeo on his way

to the G-20 summit in Osa-
ka, Japan, “is under consid-
eration”. Mr. Modi and Mr.
Trump will be among the
several world leaders at-
tending the summit on June
28 and 29.

While Mr. Pompeo’s visit
is to prepare the ground for
the meeting on the sidelines
of the summit, the Secretary
of State and the External Af-
fairs Minister also have ur-
gent issues to iron out.
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50 councillors join BJP

Kailash Vijaywargiya says more are likely to switch loyalties

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

The BJP’s ‘Mission Bengal’
gathered pace on Tuesday,
with three MLAs joining the
party at its headquarters in
New Delhi, along with 50
municipal councillors from
Kanchrapara, Halishahar
and Naihati.

Of the three legislators,
Shubhrangshu Roy of the
Trinamool is former Union
Minister Mukul Roy’s son.
The other two are Tushar-
kanti Bhattacharya and De-
bendra Nath Roy.

Mr. Roy crossed over from
the CPI(M) and Mr. Bhatta-
charya from Trinamool. The
latter, elected on Congress
ticket from Bishnupur, had
crossed over to Trinamool
two years ago, but did not
resign his seat after doing so.

Boost in local bodies
With over 50 councillors
joining the BJP, the party
now has a majority in at least
three municipal councils.

Speaking at the event, BJP
general secretary in-charge
of West Bengal Kailash Vijay-
wargiya said more crossov-
ers were on the anvil.

Earlier this month, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
declared at an election rally
in the State that 40 disgrun-
tled Trinamool MLAs were
in touch with the BJP and
could shift loyalties.

Senior doctor arrested for Payal Tadvi's death

GAUTAM S. MENGLE
JYOTI SHELAR
MUMBAI

The Agripada police in Mum-
bai on Tuesday made the
first arrest in connection
with the suicide of Payal Tad-
vi, a resident doctor at BYL
Nair Hospital, last week.

The police on Thursday

last registered a case against
three doctors — Hema Ahuja,
Bhakti Mehare and Ankita
Khandelwal, all Dr. Tadvi’s
seniors — after she killed her-
self in her hostel on Wednes-
day. The three have been ab-
sconding since then.

The police said Dr. Me-
hare was arrested when she

came to meet her lawyer
near Nair Hospital to discuss
the anticipatory bail applica-
tion that all the three have

filed.

Mumbai police spokesper-
son DCP Manjunath Singe
confirmed Dr. Mehare’s ar-

rest.

The police are question-

ing her on the whereabouts
of the other accused.

The police also ques-
tioned Dr. Ramesh Bharmal,
Dean of Nair Hospital, and
several other staff members
in connection with the death
of Dr. Tadvi.
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Blow to Mamata: Two Trinamool MLAs and one from CPI(M)
and 50 councillors joined the BJP. =sanDEEP SAXENA

Mamata to attend swearing-in

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA
In 2014, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
did not attend Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
swearing-in ceremony, but
on Thursday she will.

Ms. Banerjee told
journalists here on Tuesday

Mr. Vijaywargiya an-
nounced that the crossovers
would happen “in seven
phases”.

Sources in the party said
the BJP was in touch with
MLAs in those Assembly seg-
ments where the BJP had
posted a lead in the recent
Lok Sabha election. “The
BJP led in 128 Assembly seg-

that she would try to attend
the ceremony as a
“constitutional duty and
courtesy”.

The Chief Minister, who
is one of the most vocal
critics of Mr. Modi, said she
spoke to a couple of other
Chief Ministers and decided
to attend the swearing-in.

ments out of a total of 295
[294 for which elections take
place, with one nominated
seat set aside for the Anglo
Indian community], and we
are in touch with many of
them,” said a senior leader.
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BSP leader, nephew shot in Bijnor

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GHAZIABAD

A Bahujan Samaj Party lead-
er and his nephew were al-
legedly shot dead at their of-
fice in Najibabad town of
Bijnor district on Tuesday
afternoon. The Bijnor police
said Haji Ehsan, party in-
charge of the Najibabad un-

it, was also involved in pro-
perty business.

Ruling out a political an-
gle, Bijnor Additional SP (Ci-
ty) Laxmi Niwas Mishra said:
“Initial probe has revealed it
to be a case of business rival-
ry. An FIR has been lodged.”
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VAJIRAO & REDDY INSTITUTE

India’s Top Potential Training Institute for IAS

SINCE-1989
30 Years of Excellence

2

Rank

Akshat Jain

TARGET BATCH
Date : 5 June & 20 June 2019

* Senior Expert faculty.

* Subject wise Test.

41n Top 5
(o
3

Junaid Ahmad

11 months course duration.
Each part of General Studies
covered in continuous classes.
* Maximum opportunity for students  *
to interact with the faculty.

Hostel facility available.

Rank

FOUNDATION BATCH (For 10:2 Students)
Date : 5 June & 20 June 2019

Salient Features

Our Super Achievers CSE - 2018

Total 187 Selections

o

Shreyans Kumat

4

Rank

d

Rank

Srushti Jayant

GENERAL STUDIES, ESSAY, CSAT

Optional Subjects

POLITICAL SCIENCE, HISTORY,
GEOGRAPHY, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

WEEKEND BATCH
Date : 15 June 2019

* Exclusive Study material.

*

*

*

Dedicated Current Affairs classes.
E-library for every student.

Test strictly based on UPSC pattern.
Mains Exam Test Series questions
in according with UPSC pattern

with through coverage of the
entire syllabus, detailed model

answers.

For Registration Visit : www.vajiraoinstitute.com [ Visit : vajiraoreddyinstitute
Corp. Office :19/1A Shakti Nagar, Near DU Campus, Nagia Park, Delhi. Call: 011-42547314, 9999458938, 8171181080
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Current Affairs.

(4 hours classes daily)

alsojoin.

Rau’s IAS
Study Circle

Since 1953
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our SUPER ACHIEVERS
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« Regular Batch : 9 months duration

« Weekend Batch : 14 months
duration (Classes on Sat/Sun).
Students pursuing graduation -
1st Year / 2nd Year / 3rd Year can
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PRE-CUM-MAIN (FOUNDATION) PROGRAM FOR CSE 2020

GENERAL STUDIES INTEGRATED

The program holistically prepares for
Prelim (Paper | - General Studies &
Paper Il - CSAT) and Main (General
Studies - All four Papers & Essay) and

|smaLL BATCHES : 80-90 stupents |
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OPTIONAL SUBJECT FOR MAIN EXAM

Public Administration, Geography,

Sociology, History, Economics (for

Indian Economic Service also),

Psychology and Political Science.

« Regular Batch Only : 4 months
duration (2 hours classes daily)

« Hostel facility can be arranged.

» Study Material is also available.

ADMISSION OPEN
APPLY NOW

SELECTIONS
IN CSE 2018

CHITRA
MISHRA

New Delhi

GENERAL STUDIES

INTEGRATED
[FOUNDATION] PROGRAM
FOR CSE 2020

309, Kanchenjunga Building,

18 Barakhamba Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi - 110001
Tel. 23317293, 23318135/36, 23738906/07

Regular Batch
Weekend Batch 22 June

21 June

UDB (Nawal) Tower, 3rd Floor, A-1,
J.L.N. Marg, (near Fortis Hospital),
Jaipur - 302017
Tel. 0141 - 4106050/57, 2722050

Bengaluru

07 June
27 July

21 June
15 June

2nd Floor, AKS Plaza, 10 Industrial Layout,

Jyoti Niwas College (JNC) Road,

5th Block Koramangala, Bengaluru - 560095
Tel. 080 - 255 35536/ 37/ 38/ 39, 9916035536

www.rauias.com | (011) 40786050
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