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Fire breaks out at girls'
hostel; 50 rescued

NEW DELHI

Fifty girls had a narrow
escape when a fire broke out
at a two-storey girls' hostel in
west Delhi's Janakpuri on
Wednesday. Chief Fire Officer
Atul Garg said the fire broke
out at the Kaveri girls' hostel.
No casualty was reported.
Five girls were rushed to Arya
Hospital after they fell
unconscious due to smoke
inhalation.
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DU admission process
to begin today

NEW DELHI

The admission process to
Delhi University's
undergraduate courses will
start on Thursday.
Registrations for PG, MPhil
and PhD programmes,
however, will start on June 3.
The process for all courses
and quotas will be online.
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Another Trinamool
Cong. MLA joins BJP

NEW DELHI

In another jolt to the
Trinamool Congress, its MLA,
Monirul Islam, on Wednesday
joined the Bharatiya Janata
Party, the third legislator to
desert the ruling party in
West Bengal after the
reverses it suffered in the Lok
Sabha poll.
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Kargil war
veteran
declared a
foreigner

Mohammed Sanaullah

RAHUL KARMAKAR
ITANAGAR

The family of a retired sol-
dier, who fought in the
Kargil war two decades
ago, approached the Gau-
hati High Court on Wed-
nesday, less than 24 hours
after he was sent to a de-
tention centre for foreign-
ers or illegal migrants.

Mohammed Sanaullah,
who retired as an honor-
ary Lieutenant in the Ar-
my, was arrested soon af-
ter he was summoned by
the Assam Police Border
Organisation, or the Bor-
der Police, in Guwahati on
Tuesday.

The arrest followed the
order of a Foreigners’ Tri-
bunal that adjudged him a
non-citizen.

Lt. Sanaullah, 52, ironi-
cally, was serving as an as-
sistant sub-inspector (ASI)
in the Border Police that is
tasked with identifying,
detaining and deporting
doubtful citizens and ille-
gal migrants. This unit of
the State police often em-
ploys retired defence and
paramilitary personnel.

Exactly 100 Foreigners’
Tribunals in Assam hear
and dispose of cases of
people deemed foreign-
ers by the Border Police.
Such people need to
prove their Indian citizen-
ship with documentary
evidence.

A Foreigners’ Tribunal
in Boko had served notice
on Mr. Sanaullah last year.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 13

Citing ill-health, Arun Jaitley

opts out of ministerial position

In a letter to Modi, former Minister said that treatment requires his full attention

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Former Union Finance Mi-
nister Arun Jaitley has ended
all speculation over his
health and inclusion in the
new Cabinet by writing to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that he is opting out of
any ministerial position.

The letter, released by Mr.
Jaitley on social media,
makes it clear that his health
requires his full attention.

The Council of Ministers
will be sworn in on Thursday
evening.

Due to his ill-health, Mr.
Jaitley could not present the
last Budget — the honours
were done by the caretaker

Finance Minister Piyush
Goyal.
Absent from party office

Mr. Jaitley was absent at the
celebrations held at the par-
ty headquarters in New Del-
hi on May 23 when the re-
sults of the 17th general
election were out, as well as
at the National Democratic
Alliance’s  parliamentary
party meeting on May 25.

Well-wishers of Mr. Jaitley
and colleagues like RBI Go-
vernor Shaktikanta Das met
him at his residence in the
last few days.

“Iam writing to you to for-
mally request you that I
should be allowed reasona-
ble time to myself, my treat-

Cricket’s premier cham-

: pionship surely lacks the un-

present the last Union Budget.

ment and my health, and
therefore not be part of any
responsibility, for the pre-
sent, in the new govern-
ment,” Mr. Jaitley wrote to
Mr. Modi.

Apart from handling the :
Finance and the Corporate :
Affairs Ministries, Mr. Jaitley :
had, at various stages in the :
last five years, handled the :
Defence and Information :
and Broadcasting portfolios. :
While no word is out on who :
¢ be administered the oath of
now, Mr. Goyal appears to be :
¢ Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Mr. Jaitley is the Leader of :
the House in the Rajya Sab- :
¢ with sources saying the issue
: of what Mr. Shah’s role in the
¢ new government would be
¢ was also on the anvil.

will get the Finance portfolio

the front runner.

ha.
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iversal heft of its counter-
part in football, yet, in
pockets across the globe
where British colonial im-
print lingers, the World Cup
will prevail over a range of
issues, be it Brexit in En-
gland or post-election ennui
in India.

Having discarded the ear-

Seeking respite: Due to his ill-health, Arun Jaitley could not

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP president Amit
Shah held marathon meet-
ings on Tuesday evening and
Wednesday afternoon to fi-
nalise the list of Ministers to

office on Thursday at the

Senior leader Rajnath
Singh, too, met Mr. Modi,

Sources said Mr. Shah was

Cricket’s royal showpiece begins today

{ K.C. VIJAYA KUMAR

¢ The Oval will host the World
: Cup opener featuring En-
¢ gland and South Africa on
¢ Thursday and over the next
: 45 days, fans will be glued to
¢ contests at venues ranging
¢ from Lord’s to Edgbaston.

lier practice of teams being
split into two groups, the
World Cup has embraced
the round-robin league from
where the top four in a field
of 10 will battle it out in the
final stretch culminating in
the summit clash on July 14.
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Mamata to skip
swearing-in

Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has said
she will not attend the
swearing-in of Narendra
Modi. She tweeted that it
was her “plan to attend the
oath-taking ceremony.
However, I am seeing media
reports that the BJP [is]
claiming 54 people have
been murdered in political
violence in Bengal. This is
untrue.” » PAGE 13

“Amit Shah to get on
board Modi Cabinet?

keen on retaining the top
party post, with several As-
sembly elections ahead, in-
cluding in Maharashtra,
Jharkhand and Haryana, but
his presence in the Cabinet,
tweaking the old “one man,
one post” rule of the BJP,
was also being considered.
Principal secretary to the
Prime Minister Nripendra
Mishra and Additional Prin-
cipal Secretary P.K. Mishra
were at Mr. Shah’s residence.
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Naveen, Khandu take oath as
Odisha and Arunachal CMs

Odisha CM promises to present progress report in one year

PRAFULLA DAS
RAHUL KARMAKAR
BHUBANESWAR/ITANAGAR

Biju Janata Dal (BJD) presi-
dent Naveen Patnaik and se-
nior BJP leader Pema Khan-
du were sworn in as the
Chief Ministers of Odisha
and Arunachal Pradesh on
Wednesday.

Mr. Patnaik took the oath
for the fifth consecutive
term in Bhubaneswar.

10 new faces

Twenty other members of
the new Council of Ministers
were sworn in at the cere-
mony held at the Exhibition
Ground. The Council has 10
new faces, including two
women. Mr. Patnaik and his
ministerial colleagues were
administered the oath of of-
fice and secrecy by Gover-
nor Ganeshi Lal.

“It’s a nostalgic and per-
sonal journey for me to re-
minisce the past 19 years.
Today, while I take oath of
office for the fifth term, I
humbly accept the responsi-
bility that comes with the
faith my 4.5 crore family
members have reposed in
me, yet again,” tweeted Mr.
Patnaik.

The new Council of Minis-
ters approved in principle
the election manifesto of the
BJD as a priority of the State
government.

Addressing his ministerial
team, hours after the swear-

One more term: Naveen Patnaik taking oath as the Chief
Minister of Odisha in Bhubaneswar on Wednesday. =e1i

ing-in, Mr. Patnaik said that
365 days hence, on May 29,
2020, the government will
present before the people
the government’s achieve-
ments vis-a-vis promises.

Mr. Patnaik asked the Mi-
nisters to focus on transfor-
mation towards “a New Od-
isha — an empowered
Odisha — where poverty will
be a thing of the past.”

‘Historic day’
In Itanagar, Mr. Khandu,
pitchforked into politics af-
ter the death of his father in
a helicopter crash eight
years ago, was sworn in as
the first Chief Minister of an
elected BJP government.
Chronologically, he is the
10th. His father, Dorjee
Khandu, was the fifth. There

was another first for Mr.
Khandu. His installation
happened in Itanagar’s land-
mark convention centre
named after his father, in-
stead of the Raj Bhavan, 2
km away, where his prede-
Cessors were sworn in.
Apart from Mr. Khandu,
Governor B.D. Mishra admi-
nistered the oath of office
and secrecy to Chown Mein
as the Deputy Chief Minister
and 10 others as Ministers.
Mr. Khandu described the
day as historic because a
“full-fledged BJP govern-
ment has been installed” in
the State for the first time.
(With PTI inputs)
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