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Facebook is considering
its own cryptocurrency
SAN FRANCISCO

The Wall Street Journal

reported that Facebook plans

a cryptocurrency-based

payment system that it could

launch for billions of users

worldwide. The system

would use a digital coin

similar to bitcoin, but

different in that Facebook

would aim to keep the coin’s

value stable. PTI

IN BRIEF

Star Wars actor who
played Chewbacca dies 
LOS ANGELES

Peter Mayhew, the towering

actor who donned a huge,

furry costume to give life to

the rugged-and-beloved

character of Chewbacca in the

original Star Wars trilogy and

two other films, has died. Mr.

Mayhew died at his home in

north Texas on Tuesday. He

was 74. AP

‘Woody Allen fi��nding it
hard to sell his memoir’
NEW YORK

Oscar-winning U.S. director

Woody Allen — who has faced

widespread industry scorn

over lingering accusations

that he molested his adopted

daughter — is having trouble

finding a book deal for his

memoir, The New York Times

reported. Mr. Allen allegedly

abused Dylan Farrow when

she was seven years old. AFP

Despite having a heavy bur
den of a hypertensive popu
lation,  the  proportion  of
adults with high blood pres
sure who are aware of their
diagnosis,  are  treated  and
achieve  control,  is  dismally
low,  noted  the  fi��rst  large
scale, populationbased stu
dy  of  hypertension  care  in
the country. 

The study, which has been
published in PLOS Medicine,
was carried out by research
ers  at  the  Public  Health
Foundation of India (PHFI),
Harvard T.H. Chan School of
Public  Health,  the  Heidel
berg  Institute  of  Global
Health, the University of Bir
mingham and the University
of Gottingen.

According  to  the  study,
only  3  out  of  4  individuals

with  hypertension  has  ever
had  their  blood  pressure
measured,  only  45%  had
been  diagnosed,  and  only
8%  of  those  surveyed  had
their  blood  pressure  under
control. 

More  than  half  the  num
ber  of  Indians  aged  1549
years  with  hypertension
were not aware of  their hy
pertension  status.  Aware

ness  level  was  lowest  in
Chhattisgarh  (22.1%)  and
highest  in  Puducherry
(80.5%).

Hypertension  is  a  major
risk factor for cardiovascular
disease,  which  is  a  leading
cause of death in India. For
the study,  researchers used
the National Health and Fa
mily  Survey  (NFHS4,  2015
16)  data  of  731,864  indivi

duals  aged  1549  years,
which covered each district
in 29 States and seven Union
Territories.

Dr. Dorairaj Prabhakaran,
Vice  President,  Research
and Policy, at PHFI, and one
of  the authors of  the study,
said: “Detection of hyperten
sion  is  straightforward,
treatments are simple yet ef
fective, and hence hyperten
sion can be easily controlled.
However, it is an unfortunate
paradox that India does not
perform  well  in  any  of  the
measures of detection, treat
ment and control.” 

“Keeping  hypertension
under control can have huge
benefi��ts in terms of prevent
ing  heart  attacks  and
strokes,’’  said  Dr.  Lindsay
Jaacks, faculty, Harvard T.H.
Chan  School  of  Public
Health.

‘Indian adults unaware they 
are ailing from hypertension’
First largescale study fi��nds only 45% diagnosed, 8% had BP under control

Bindu Shajan Perappadan 

NEW DELHI

Hypertension is a major risk factor for cardiovascular disease,
which is a leading cause of death in India. * ISTOCK/GLOBALSTOCK

Superheroes  like  the  Aven-
gers’ Thor and Black Widow
may  look  strong  and  fi��t  for
fi��ghting  evil,  but  they  are
either too fat or too skinny to
be  healthy,  according  to  a
research.

Male  superheroes  on  av
erage are obese, while the fe
males on average border on
being underweight, accord
ing  to  a  study  of  the  body
mass  index  (BMI)  of  their
comic  book  depictions  by
scientists at Binghamton Un
iversity and State University
of New York Oswego.

The  research  scrutinised
depictions  of  more  than
3,700  Marvel  Comics  cha
racters  such  as  Thor  and
Black Widow, currently  the
stars of the hit movie Aven-
gers: Endgame. What stood

out  was  hypermasculine
and hyperfeminine features
such  as  their  shoulderto
waist ratio, jaw lines, upper
body  muscles,  waisttohip
ratio and breast formation, it
found. The exaggerated fea
tures  signal  youth,  health
and fertility and refl��ect why
the  characters  are  appeal
ing, it added.

The male characters tend
to have wide shoulders and a
narrow  waist,  and  the  fe

male characters have a small
waisttohip  ratio  and  large
busts, the research found.

“These are traits that hu
mans tend to fi��nd attractive,
but  for comic book charac
ters, artists take those traits
and make them superexag
gerated,”  said  researcher
Laura  Johnsen  of  Bingham
ton University.

The  fi��ndings  were  pu
blished in the journal Evolu-
tionary Behavioral Sciences.

Male characters are obese, while the females are underweight

Reuters

NEW YORK

Thor, left, and Black Widow from the Marvel universe.

Superheroes are too fat, 
too thin to be healthy: study

A European study of nearly
1,000  gay  male  couples  —
who  had  sex  without  con
doms  where  one  partner
had HIV and was taking anti
retroviral drugs to suppress
it — has found the treatment
can prevent sexual transmis
sion of the virus.

After eight years of follow
up of the socalled serodiff��e
rent  couples,  the  study
found no cases at all of HIV
transmission  within
couples.

The study proves, the re
searchers said, that using an
tiretroviral  therapy  to  sup
press  the  AIDS  virus  to
undetectable  levels  also
means  it  cannot  be  passed
on  via  sex,  the  researchers
said.

“Our  fi��ndings  provide
conclusive evidence for gay
men  that  the  risk  of  HIV
transmission  with  suppres
sive ART is zero,” said Alison
Rodger,  a  professor  at  Un
iversity  College  London,
who coled the research.

She  said  this  “powerful

message” could help end the
HIV pandemic by preventing
the  virus’  transmission.  In
this  study  alone,  the  re
searchers  estimate  that  the
treatment prevented around
472  HIV  transmissions  dur
ing the eight years.

The  study,  published  in
the  Lancet medical  journal
on  Thursday,  assessed  the
risk of HIV transmission bet
ween serodiff��erent gay male
couples — where one partn
er is HIVpositive and one is
HIVnegative  —  who  do  not
use condoms.

AIDS drugs prevent sexual
transmission of HIV in gay men
‘The risk of transmission with suppressive ART is zero for them’

Reuters

LONDON

Facebook  on  Thursday
banned prominent conspira
cy theorists,  including Info
wars founder Alex Jones and
the controversial black acti
vist  Louis  Farrakhan,  in  its
latest push to crack down on
hate  content  at  the  leading
social network.

“We’ve always banned in
dividuals  or  organisations
that  promote  or  engage  in
violence  and  hate,  regard
less of ideology,” Facebook,
which has been under inten
sifying pressure to curtail ex
tremist  content,  said  in  a

statement.
Among  the  most  promi

nent fi��gures banned, Mr. Far
rakhan, the head of the Na
tion of Islam, is notorious for
spreading  antiSemitic  and

black supremacist views.
Farright conspiracy theo

rist  Jones  is best known for
calling the 9/11 attacks an in
side  job  and  for  describing
the Sandy Hook school mas
sacre as a hoax. Mr.  Jones’s
organisation  Infowars  was
also banned by Facebook.

Others blocked on Thurs
day  from  Facebook  and  In
stagram  were  Milo  Yianno
poulos,  a  highprofi��le
rightwing provocateur; Paul
Nehlen, a political candidate
espousing  white  suprema
cist  views;  and  conspiracy
theorists Paul Joseph Watson
and Laura Loomer.

Facebook said those being
banned had violated policies
against  dangerous  indivi
duals and organisations.

Voicing hate
“Individuals  and  organisa
tions who spread hate, or at
tack or call for the exclusion
of others on the basis of who
they  are,  have  no  place  on
Facebook,” a spokeswoman
for Facebook said.

Such  bans  typically  in
clude  prohibiting  others  at
the social network from us
ing  the  platform  to  post
praise or support from those
no longer welcomed.

Facebook bans conspiracy theorists
Infowars founder Alex Jones and black activist Louis Farrakhan face crack down

Alex Jones

Agence France-Presse

San Francisco

Alphabet Inc’s YouTube un
veiled  on  Thursday  nine
new  original  programmes
that will be available for free
this  year  as  the  streaming
service shrinks an eff��ort  to
attract subscribers with con
tent  exclusively  behind  a
paywall.

The  unveiling  at  a  You
Tube  event  for  advertisers
and media  in New York of
fered  the  fi��rst  glimpse  at
how the shift announced in
November  away  from  sub
scriberonly  content  will
play out across the world.

Programming has turned
out to be less of a draw for
YouTube  Premium  sub
scribers  than  adfree  view
ing  and  other  perks,  while
YouTube has faced pressure
from advertisers to increase
its  supply  of  televisionlike
content  that  is  suitable  for
sponsorship.

New  programmes  in
clude a documentary about
Dude  Perfect,  a  group  that
performs  sports  tricks  on
YouTube, and an interactive
series  featuring  YouTube
star  Mark  Fischbach  that
lets viewers control the sto

ryline. YouTube said it is still
testing  contentrelated  be
nefi��ts  for  subscribers.  For
instance, all  episodes  from
the next season of its popu
lar show Cobra Kai, which is
based on the Karate Kid mo
vie franchise, will be availa
ble  to  subscribers  when  it
launches. 

Nonsubscribers will gain
access  to  one  new  episode
per week, similar to the rol
lout of shows on traditional
television.

New episodes of a hand
ful of existing programs are
likely to remain subscriber
only because of prior com
mitments, YouTube said.

Overall, YouTube has de
buted  about  75  shows  and
28 fi��lms under  its previous
strategy launched in 2016.

YouTube to make 9
programmes free to all
Includes hit shows such as Cobra Kai

Reuters

NEW YORK/SAN FRANCISCO

Programming has been less
of a draw for YouTube
Premium subscribers.

New aesthetic: Models walking down the aisle of a train during a fashion show in Jakarta, Indonesia. Cultural and religious
reasons may have birthed modest fashion for Muslims, but today the industry makes for big business. * AP
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Modest fashion

Twilight is coming back from
the dead with a live concert
that will tour the world.

Movie studio Lionsgate on
Thursday  announced  that
the vampire book and movie
romance that had millions of
hearts  swooning  is  being
adapted for an international
live to fi��lm event.

The “Twilight in Concert”
tour  will  feature  a  full  or
chestra performing the origi
nal  movie  score  timed  to  a
screening of  the fi��rst of  the
fi��ve Twilight fi��lms.

The  movie  franchise,
based on the novels by Ste
phenie Meyer, tells the story
of teenager Bella Swan who
falls in love with mysterious
Edward Cullen, a vampire.

Reuters

LOS ANGELES 

A scene from the Twilight franchise. * AP

Twilight rises again, this time as a concert

Driving  while  distracted  is
nothing  new,  but  new  dis
tractions for drivers pop up
all  the  time.  While  carmak
ers and tech companies have
worked to keep drivers from
checking  their  phones,  the
most eff��ective safety features
may be the technology that is
laying the foundation for au
tonomous cars.

This  advanced  driveras
sistance  technology can au
tomatically bring a vehicle to
a stop when a collision is im
minent, and  lanedeparture
systems that keep the vehicle
between  the  lines  are  im
mune to distraction.

“These systems don’t care
if you’re looking at the radio
or engaged in conversation,”
said  Ian  Reagan,  senior  re
search  scientist  at  the  Insu
rance  Institute  for  Highway
Safety.

Three  years  ago,  four
teenagers were driving home
from  spring  break  in  Texas
when their Hyundai Elantra
suddenly  veered  into  the
lane  of  oncoming  traffi��c,
where  an  18wheeler
slammed into it, killing three
of them.

What happened in the se
conds  preceding  the  crash?

The driver glanced at a navi
gation app on her cellphone.

After  that  accident,  the
Texas Department of Public
Safety said distracted driving
was the No. 1 killer of Ameri
can teenagers. Overall, driv
er  inattention  caused  3,166
deaths in 2017, according to a
report  from  the  National
Highway  Traffi��c  Safety
Administration.

Cellphone use is the most
commonly  cited  cause  of
driver  distraction,  but  that
covers a wide range of activi
ties.  It  seems  obvious  that

texting or programming a na
vigation  app  is  highly  dis
tracting, but is a phone con
versation  problematic  if  it
takes  place  with  hands  on
the  wheel  and  eyes  on  the
road?

“Cognitive  distraction  re
searchers  have  focussed  on
cellphone  conversations  to
see  if  there’s  a  crash  risk
when just talking,” Mr. Rea
gan said. “Results are mixed.
Only  a  handful  of  studies
show increased risk.

“Controlled  studies  on
simulators  and  roadways

have shown that when peo
ple are engaged in conversa
tion, they scan the road diff��e
rently,  not  looking  to  the
sides  or  in  the  mirrors  as
much  as  when  they’re  fully
focussed,”  he  continued.
“Some  people  who  want  to
keep  cellphones  out  of  the
car  cite  those  statistics,  but
the most serious threats are
straight ahead.”

Bryan Reimer, a research
scientist  at  the  Massachu
setts Institute of Technology,
said, “Talking on the phone
while  driving  is  probably  a

dealing  with  buttons  or
touchscreen  icons.  But
these voice systems still de
mand the driver’s attention,
and not all systems are creat
ed equal.

While  autonomous  tech
nology has made driving saf
er and less taxing, it still re
quires  an  attentive  driver.
But  Mr.  Reimer  at  MIT  has
warned that it can open the
door to greater distractions.

Increased responsibility
In a 2018 TED Talk, he said:
“Who  would  have  thought
automating  simple  things
like  shifting  gears  would
have made it so much easier
to pick up the smartphone?
With  increased  automation
comes  increased
responsibility.”

That’s  a  point  that  Mr.
Reimer often emphasises. He
contends  that  as  new  tech
nology  eliminates  a  driving
task, drivers tend to look for
other  activities  and  distrac
tions to fi��ll the time.

“In pursuit of automation,
we’ve pretty much been let
ting the technology lead the
way,”  he  said.  “Forgetting
about,  to  some  degree,  the
behavior  of  the  driver  be
hind the wheel.” NY TIMES

bad idea under most circum
stances, but on a long boring
highway drive it might be the
best  thing  to  keep  yourself
engaged.  You  don’t  fall  as
leep while talking.”

Eating and drinking
While  one  can  hope  that
drivers remain focused, little
can  be  done  to  make  it  so.
Other  distractions  include
eating  and  drinking,  con
versing  with  passengers,
looking  at  scenery  or
daydreaming.

Last I checked, daydream
ing  was  still  legal  in  all  50
states, and all those other ac
tions  are,  too.  Using  a  cell
phone  while  behind  the
wheel, on the other hand, is
illegal in many areas.

But even where cellphone
use is banned, other technol
ogy can occupy drivers. For
example, our cars’ socalled
infotainment  systems  do
much  of  what  a  cellphone
does,  including  distract  the
driver.

Carmakers  design  such
systems  with  this  in  mind,
however, aiming to minimise
the fi��ddling necessary to op
erate them. Voice activation,
for  instance,  lets  a  driver
watch  the  road  instead  of

Distracted by tech while driving? The answer may be more tech

While cellphone use is a commonly cited cause of distraction, enjoying scenery or daydreaming can also lead to accidents

Eyes on the road: Voice activation lets a driver watch the road instead of dealing with buttons
or touch-screen icons, thereby preventing distractions. * NYT
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