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Japan Emperor makes
first public appearance
TOKYO

Emperor Naruhito urged
Japan to work together for
world peace as he made his
first public appearance on
Saturday in front of a
cheering, flag-waving crowd
of tens of thousands. arp

Pakistani-American
arrested for links to JeM
WASHINGTON
Pakistani-American Wagar
Ul-Hassan was arrested
earlier this week by the FBI
on his arrival from Pakistan
for being in contact with two
UN-proscribed terror groups
— the Islamic State and the
Jaish-e-Mohammed. Mr.
Hassan was arrested at the
Charlotte Douglas
International Airport in North
Carolina on Tuesday. i

9 killed in IS attack on
Haftar's forces in Libya
TRIPOLI

At least nine people were
killed on Saturday in an
attack claimed by the Islamic
State (IS) targeting forces
loyal to Field Marshal Khalifa
Haftar in southern Libya,
officials said. IS claimed
responsibility for the attack
in a statement distributed
through social media. arp

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GAZA CITY

Gaza militants on Saturday
fired some 200 rockets at Is-
rael, which responded with
strikes that killed a baby, her
pregnant mother and anoth-
er Palestinian, officials said,
as a fragile ceasefire faltered
and a further escalation was
feared. The latest flare-up
came with Hamas seeking
further concessions from Is-
rael under the ceasefire.

Israel said around 200
rockets were fired from the
Palestinian enclave and its
air defences intercepted do-
zens of them.

One woman was seriously
injured in a rocket strike on
the Israeli city of Kiryat Gat,
some 20 km from the Gaza
border, police said.

Police said a man was also
hospitalised in the city of
Ashkelon and spoke of other
injuries without providing
details. A house near Ashke-
lon was damaged, while oth-
er rockets hit open areas.

120 military targets hit
The Israeli Army said its
tanks and planes hit some
120 militant targets in its res-
ponse. They included an Is-
lamic Jihad attack tunnel that
stretched from southern Ga-
za into Israeli territory, mili-
tary spokesman Jonathan
Conricus said.

The Gaza Health Ministry

Ceasefire falters: A picture taken from the southern Israeli
village of Netiv Haasara shows an explosion caused by an air
raid across the border in Gaza Strip on Saturday. =arp

reported a 22-year-old man
as well as a 14-month-old ba-
by and her pregnant mother
killed, with 17 others wound-
ed. An Israeli Army spokes-
woman said the military did
not have any information on
the incident involving the ba-
by. The Army said earlier it
was targeting only military
sites. As the exchange of fire
continued, Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanyahu
held consultations with se-
curity chiefs.

A statement from Hamas
ally Islamic Jihad claimed
responsibility for at least
some of the rocket fire and
said it was prepared for more
if necessary. Its armed wing
distributed a video showing
militants handling rockets

Gaps narrowing in talks: Taliban

New proposals offered for U.S. troop pullout, says spokesman

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ISLAMABAD

The Taliban on Saturday
said the gap is narrowing in
talks with U.S’s special
peace envoy over a timeta-
ble for the withdrawal of
U.S. troops from Afghanis-
tan. The two sides are conti-
nuing to meet in Qatar.

In a voice message, the
Taliban spokesman in Doha,
Sohail Shaheen, said both
sides have offered new pro-
posals for drawing down
U.S. and NATO forces. This
would be a significant initial
step toward a deal to end
nearly 18 years of war and
America’s longest military
engagement.

“There are proposals to
lower the gap between the

Sohail Shaheen, the
spokesperson of Taliban. =ap

two sides, but (it) still needs
negotiation to reach a final
agreement,” he said in an
English language statement.
Other Taliban officials fa-
miliar with the negotiations
had earlier said that the U.S.
was seeking a year and a half
to withdraw its estimated
14,000 troops from Afghan-
istan, while the Taliban

Huawei 5G leak not a
criminal offence: police

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

The top-secret leak that Bri-
tain had conditionally al-
lowed China’s Huawei to de-
velop its 5G network does
not amount to a criminal of-
fence, police concluded on
Saturday.

Prime Minister Theresa
May on Wednesday sacked
Gavin Williamson as De-
fence Secretary over the
leak last month of the bitter-
ly-disputed decision made
at the April 23 meeting of
the National Security Coun-

cil. Some senior Opposition
figures called for a police in-
vestigation. In a statement
on Saturday, Assistant Com-
missioner Neil Basu, the
head of Specialist Opera-
tions at London’s Metropoli-
tan Police, said a probe
would be inappropriate.

“I am satisfied that what
was disclosed did not con-
tain information that would
breach the Official Secrets
Act,” said Mr. Basu, whose
section is responsible for in-
vestigating alleged criminal
breaches of the Act.

wanted it done in six
months. Talks between the
U.S. and Taliban, which be-
gan last year with the ap-
pointment of Washington’s
peace envoy, Zalmay Khalil-
zad, have focused on a timet-
able for a U.S. withdrawal as
well as Taliban guarantees
that Afghanistan will not be
used as a staging arena for
global terrorist attacks.

Taliban officials said the
group has concerns about a
ceasefire — Taliban comman-
ders in the field are unlikely
to accept a ceasefire while
foreign troops are still in Af-
ghanistan, and once a cease-
fire is declared, it would be
difficult to re-start the fight-
ing if the U.S. reneges on its
deal.

and threatening key Israeli
sites, including Ben-Gurion
International Airport near
Tel Aviv. A source in the Is-
lamic Jihad group said Egypt
was engaged in discussions
to calm the situation, as it
has done repeatedly in the
past. The European Union
called for an immediate halt
to rocket fire from Gaza.
Israel said it was closing its
people and goods crossings
with Gaza, as well as the
zone it allows for fishermen
off the enclave, until further
notice due to the rocket fire.
“Over the coming hours we
will continue and we will
broaden our offensive ef-
forts, air force efforts, inside
the Gaza Strip, again focus-
ing only on military targets,”

Boeing 737
skids into
Florida river

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MIAMI
A Boeing 737 skidded off a
runway into a river after
crash-landing during a
lightning storm in Florida
on Friday, officials said,
with terrified passengers
all safely evacuated to
shore from the stricken
jet’s wings. The plane car-
rying 143 people, including
crew from Guantanamo
Bay, slammed into shallow
water next to a naval air
station in Jacksonville after
a hard landing that saw the
plane bounce and swerve
down the runway, passen-
gers said.

No fatalities or critical
injuries were reported.

12 killed as Fani barrels
into Bangladesh

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KHULNA

Cyclone Fani weakened to a
depression as it barrelled in-
to Bangladesh on Saturday
after leaving a trail of deadly
destruction in India. Police
in Bangladesh put the death
toll there at 12.

More than 1.6 million pe-
ople were taken to shelters
in Bangladesh, said officials,
with at least 36 villages
flooded by a storm surge
and more than 2,000
homes destroyed.

“Six people died after

they were hit by falling trees
or collapsed walls, and six
have died from lightning,”
said disaster official Benazir
Ahmed.

In the coastal town of
Banishanta, where embank-
ments burst and some 250
families were marooned
overnight, most houses
were semi-submerged un-
der water while a few straw
huts had been washed away.

Ferries on large rivers re-
mained out of action but
those on smaller waterways
resumed operations.

Coronation of Thailand’s Rama X’ begins

Maha Vajiralongkorn crowned the King in an event that will continue on Sunday

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BANGKOK

To the boom of cannons,
pipes and chants, King Maha
Vajiralongkorn was crowned
on Saturday in a ceremony
governed by centuries-old ri-
tuals, vowing a righteous
reign and calling for “nation-
al security” and “happiness”
in a remarkable display of
royal power.

Starting at the auspicious
time of 10.09 a.m. (0309
GMT), the public was grant-
ed a rare window into the
cloistered halls of Thai royal-
ty as the three-day corona-
tion began.

10th Chakri monarch

King Vajiralongkorn is the
10th monarch of the Chakri
dynasty, which has reigned
over the kingdom since 1782.
He ascended the throne over
two years ago following the
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Royal and divine: Thailand's King Maha Vajiralongkorn sitting
on the throne after being crowned on Saturday. =ar

death of his beloved father.
Saturday’s sombre cere-
mony opened with the
white-gowned King receiv-
ing sacred water and dab-
bing it gently across his face
at a shrine inside the Grand
Palace complex. A cannon

salute marked the moment
as pipes played and Budd-
hist monks chanted. Several
grey-haired Hindu Brahmins
were also in attendance at a
ceremony that symbolises
Rama X’s transformation
from human to divine figure.

He later took his seat un-
der the umbrella of state and
was handed the Great Crown
of Victory, a 7.3-kg tiered
gold headpiece topped by a
diamond from India.

For most Thais, it is the
first time they have wit-
nessed a coronation — the
last was in 1950 for the King’s
beloved father Bhumibol
Adulyade;j.

The $31 million corona-
tion continues on Sunday
with the King appearing in a
hours-long procession along
a seven-km route twisting
through the old city.

Born on July 28, 1952, the
British-schooled King Vajira-
longkorn is known for his
love of cycling and piloting
jets, but he spends much of
his time abroad — mainly in
Germany — and remains so-
mething of a mystery to ma-
ny Thais.

Israel responds with air strike on rocket launchers, hits Hamas military posts

said Mr. Conricus.

The escalation follows the
most violent clashes along
the Gaza border in weeks on
Friday. Four Palestinians, in-
cluding two Hamas mili-
tants, were killed after two
Israeli soldiers were wound-
ed in a shooting during
weekly protests on the bor-
der. Israel blamed Islamic Ji-
had for what it called a snip-
er attack, but stressed it held
Hamas responsible for all
violence from Gaza.

Efforts at de-escalation

A ceasefire between Israel
and Hamas brokered by
Egypt and the UN had led to
relative calm around Israel’s
April 9 general election.

The ceasefire has seen Is-
rael allow Qatar to provide
millions of dollars in aid to
Gaza to pay salaries and to fi-
nance fuel purchases to ease
a severe electricity shortage.

Several factors may lead
Israel to seek to calm the sit-
uation quickly.

Mr. Netanyahu is engaged
in tough negotiations to form
a new government following
last month’s election, while
Israel is due to host the Euro-
vision song contest in Tel
Aviv from May 14 to 18. The
country also celebrates its
Independence Day on Thurs-
day. On the Gazan side, the
Muslim holy month of Ram-
zan begins later in May.

- N.Korea fires
‘short-range
- projectiles’

{  AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SEOUL
¢ Us.
: Trump voiced confidence
. on Saturday that Kim Jong-
¢ un would not “break his
¢ promise”, following what if
i confirmed would be North
¢ Korea’s first short-range
¢ missile launch for more
: than a year.

President Donald

“I believe that Kim Jong-

¢ un fully realises the great
¢ economic
¢ North Korea, & will do
: nothing to interfere or end
¢ it,” he said. “He also knows
¢ that I am with him & does
¢ not want to break his pro-
: mise to me. Deal will
¢ happen!”

potential of

Since their historic sum-

. mit meeting in Singapore
¢ in 2018, Mr. Trump has
¢ said Mr. Kim remains com-
. mitted to the “complete de-
¢ nuclearisation” of the Ko-
i rean peninsula.

North Korea “fired a

: number of short-range pro-
¢ jectiles” from Hodo penin-
¢ sula near the east coast
: town of Wonsan starting at
¢ 9.06 a.m., the South’s Joint
: Chiefs of Staff said in a
¢ statement. The projectiles
¢ travelled northeast from 70
¢ to 200 km towards the East
: Sea, also known as the Sea
:of Japan, the JCS added.

The last North Korean

. missile launch was in No-
¢ vember 2017.

2 students arrested in
Jaffna search operation

LTTE leader’s photo was found in office

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Security forces have arrest-
ed two students during a
search operation at the Un-
iversity of Jaffna on Friday.

They were arrested un-
der prevailing Emergency
regulations that came into
effect following the Easter
attacks, and select sections
of the Prevention of Terro-
rism Act (PTA), after a pho-
tograph of LTTE leader Ve-
lupillai Prabhakaran was
found in the students’ union
office.

Friday’s search was con-
ducted reportedly at the Un-
iversity’s request, ahead of
its scheduled reopening
date, a fortnight after insti-
tutions were closed in the
wake of the Easter Sunday
serial blasts that claimed ov-
er 250 lives. A few banners
bearing images of the final
phase of the civil war were
also retrieved on the cam-
pus, according to university
sources.

A canteen staff member
of the University was also ar-
rested after photographs of
LTTE figures Thileepan and
Anton Balasingham were
spotted at the canteen.
“They were produced at the
Jaffna magistrate court and
remanded until May 16,”
said Kesavan Sajanthan, the
lawyer appearing for the

students. In a circular dated
April 30, the University
Grants Commission asked
all national universities to
cooperate with authorities
to enable enhanced security
checks on campuses. Dur-
ing the last week, search op-
erations were held in other
universities, including the
South Eastern University.
Further, security forces are
likely to conduct extensive
search operations at schools
before they reopen on Mon-
day, official sources said.

On high alert

Two weeks after deadly sui-
cide bomb attacks targeting
churches and hotels in Co-
lombo, nearby Negombo
and the eastern Batticaloa
city, Sri Lanka remains on
high alert. Most suspects
linked to the incidents have
been apprehended, accord-
ing to sources, but amid ru-
mours of  continuing
threats, educational institu-
tions and business establish-
ments remain apprehen-
sive.

Sri  Lanka’s Catholic
Church cancelled Sunday
mass for the second week
over fears of possible at-
tacks, but a service conduct-
ed by Cardinal Malcolm
Ranjith will be broadcast on
national television, news
agency AFP reported.

Hand over sharp weapons, says Sri Lanka police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO

Sri Lankan police on Satur-
day directed the public that
those who are in possession
of any sharp-edged weapons
like swords or Kris knives,
and uniforms similar to that
of the Army and the police,
should deposit them at the
nearest police station by to-
MOITOW.

The move was taken after
police recovered a large haul
of weapons, including
swords, during searches of
mosques following the East-
er Sunday’s suicide attacks.

Announcing the amnesty
scheme, police spokesper-
son Ruwan Gunasekera said,
“This will be in effect from
today until tomorrow... If
you are having police or ca-

mouflaged military un-
iforms, please hand them ov-
er to the nearest police
station”.

The police said that sever-
al people, including politi-
cians, were arrested for their
possession of sharp-edged
weapons since the crack-
down began.

Mr. Gunasekera also re-
quested the relatives of the

blast victims to assist the pol-
ice in performing DNA tests
on them as around 56 bo-
dies, lying in the Colombo
judicial medical officer’s
mortuary, are yet to be iden-
tified. “Relatives of anyone
missing since April 21 who
might have been in areas of
explosions, please inform
the nearest police station,”
said Mr. Gunasekera.




