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Riyadh seeks firm action against Iran

Saudi King Salman tells Arab leaders that Tehran’s actions pose a risk to regional and global security

Indian-origin official
picked for UN Women
UNITED NATIONS

Indian-origin official Anita
Bhatia, a veteran in strategic
partnerships and resource
mobilisation, has been
appointed by United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres as the Deputy
Executive Director in UN
Women, the agency focussed
on women empowerment
and gender equality. pmi

Iran’s nuclear materials
stock within limit: IAEA
TEHRAN

Iran's stocks of key nuclear
materials have increased but
are still within the limits set
by a 2015 deal, the latest
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) report said on
Friday. As of 20 May, Iran had
174.1 kg of enriched uranium,
up from 163.8 kg in February
but again well within the
relevant limit of 300 kg.
Further, the country's stock
of heavy water, at 125.2
metric tonnes, was within the
130-tonne limit. arp

1,300 civilians killed in
anti-IS fight: coalition
BEIRUT

The U.S.-led coalition said
Friday it had unintentionally
killed more than 1,300
civilians in air strikes during
its fight against the Islamic
State (IS) groupin Irag and
Syria since 2014. However, in
areport released last month,
Amnesty and air strike
monitor Airwars found that
air strikes killed 1,600
civilians just in the four-
month blitz to oust IS from
the Syrian city of Ragqga. arp

REUTERS
MECCA

Saudi Arabia’s King Salman
told an emergency Arab
summit on Friday that deci-
sive action was needed to
stop Iranian “escalations”
following attacks on Gulf oil
assets, as U.S. officials said a
military deployment had de-
terred Tehran.

The right of Saudi Arabia
and the UAE to defend their
interests after the attacks on
oil pumping stations in the
kingdom and tankers off the
UAE were supported in a
Gulf Arab statement and a
separate communiqué is-
sued after the wider summit.

Tehran denies any invol-
vement in the attacks. Iraq,
which has good ties both
with neighbouring Iran and
the U.S., said it objected to
the Arab communiqué,
which stated that any coop-
eration with Tehran should
be based on “non-interfe-
rence in other countries”.

“The absence of a firm de-
terrent stance against Ira-
nian behaviour is what led to
the escalation we see today,”
King Salman told the two
consecutive meetings late on
Thursday.

0il price
The ruler of the world’s top
crude exporter said Shia
Iran’s development of nu-
clear and missile capabilities
and its threats on world oil
supplies posed a risk to re-
gional and global security.
U.S. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo said on Thurs-
day that attacks on four ves-
sels near a major bunkering

Emergency meet: From left, Kuwait's Emir Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah, Saudi
Arabia’s King Salman and Tunisian President Beji Caid Essebsi in Mecca on Thursday. =ap

‘Saudi Arabia is sowing division’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

TEHRAN

Tehran accused Riyadh
Friday of “sowing division”
in the region to Israel’s
advantage, after the
Kingdom hosted summits of
Gulf and Arab leaders to
rally support against the
Islamic republic.

Saudi Arabia has
“continued to sow division
between Islamic countries
and in the region, which is
the wish of the Zionist
regime,” Foreign Ministry

spokesman Seyed Abbas
Mousavi said. “We see the
attempts by Saudi Arabia to
rally neighbouring and Arab
countries against Iran as the
continuation of futile
attempts by America and
the Zionist regime,” he
added.

Mr. Mousavi expressed
disappointment that Riyadh
intended to level the same
“baseless allegations”
against Tehran at a summit
of the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation in

Mecca early on Saturday,
“exploiting” its role as host.

Saudi Arabia's King
Salman on Friday ratcheted
up the rhetoric against
arch-rival Iran, calling on
Arab states to confront its
“criminal” actions after
attacks on oil installations
sparked fears of a regional
conflagration.

Tehran dismissed the
accusation as “laughable”
and accused the U.S. of
pursuing “evil desires for
chaos in the region.”

hub, just outside the Strait of
Hormuz, were “efforts by
Iranians to raise the price of
crude oil around the world”.

Riyadh accused Tehran of
ordering the drone strikes.

North Korea executed envoy

after failed Hanoi summit: report

Kim's interpretor sent to prison camp, says S. Korean paper

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SEOUL
North Korea executed its
special envoy to the United
States following the collapse
of the second summit bet-
ween leader Kim Jong-un
and President Donald
Trump, a South Korean new-
spaper reported on Friday.

The Chosun Ilbo said Kim
Hyok-chol, who laid the
groundwork for the Hanoi
meeting and accompanied
Mr. Kim on his private train,
was executed by firing squad
for “betraying the supreme
leader” after he was “won
over to the U.S.” during pre-
summit negotiations. “Kim
Hyok-chol was executed in
March at Mirim Airport
along with four senior Fo-
reign Ministry officials fol-
lowing an investigation,” the
newspaper quoted an un-
identified source as saying.

Asked about the account,
U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said Washington
was trying to verify it.

Kim Hyok-chol was the
North’s counterpart of U.S.

Kim Hyok-chol, who
was North Korea's envoy
for U.S. affairs. =RreuTers

special representative Ste-
phen Biegun in the run-up to
the Hanoi summit in Febru-
ary. Some previous South
Korean reports of North Ko-
rean purges and executions

have later proved
inaccurate.
Other officials punished

The paper also said Mr.
Kim’s interpreter Shin Hye-
yong was sent to a prison
camp for a mistake at the
summit. She failed to tran-
slate Mr. Kim’s new proposal
when Mr. Trump declared

Won't give up search for
Budapest victims: Seoul

21 missing 2 days after boat accident

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BUDAPEST

South Korea vowed on Fri-
day not to give up hope in
the search for 21 people still
missing two days after a
sightseeing boat carrying
mainly South Korean tou-
rists sank on the Danube.
Rescuers are battling
strong currents on the swol-
len river in their search for
any more survivors of the
Mermaid sightseeing boat,
which overturned and was
swallowed by the Danube
just seconds after it collided
with a much larger cruise
ship in pouring rain late on
Wednesday. Hungarian pol-
ice have detained the cap-
tain of the river cruise ship
involved in the crash.

Emergency task force

South Korea’s Foreign Minis-
ter Kang Kyung-wha has ar-
rived in Budapest with a
emergency task force and
visited the site of the crash
on Friday along with her

A woman paying tribute to
the victims of the accident in
Budapest, Hungary. =reuters

Hungarian counterpart Pe-
ter Szijjarto. “We have firm-
ly decided that we won’t
give up our hopes about the
possibility of finding survi-
vors” until all the missing
are located, she told a press
conference.

But the prospects of find-
ing any more survivors are
seen as slim, as attempts by
Hungarian police and army
rescuers to find the victims
and reach the submerged
vessel are hampered by fast-
flowing currents. Only se-
ven people are known to
have survived so far.

“no deal” and walked away
from the table, Chosun re-
ported, citing another un-
named diplomatic source.

Senior party official Kim
Yong-chol, the North’s coun-
terpart to Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo in nuclear
talks, was also sent to a la-
bour camp, the paper said.

In April, South Korea’s
parliamentary intelligence
committee said Kim Yong-
chol had been censured over
his handling of the summit.

Earlier, the Chosun Ilbo
had incorrectly reported in
2013 that Hyon Song-wol,
head of the North’s Samjiyon
Orchestra, was executed by
firing squad for distributing
and watching pornographic
material.

News of the reported
purge came as North Korea’s
official Rodong Sinmun new-
spaper, mouthpiece of the
ruling party, on Thursday
warned that officials who
committed anti-party or an-
ti-revolutionary acts would
face the “stern judgment of
the revolution”.

The attacks were claimed by
the Iran-aligned Houthi
group, which has been bat-
tling a Saudi-led military coa-
lition in Yemen for four
years. U.S. National Security

Adviser John Bolton said on
Thursday that evidence of
Iran being behind the tanker
attacks would be presented
to the UN Security Council as
early as next week. “The

US. to hit Mexico with
tariffs over migration

First set of fines to be imposed in June

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

Washington will impose a
5% tariff on all goods from
Mexico — increasing to as
much as 25% — until “illegal

migrants” stop coming
through the country into the
U.S., President Donald

Trump said on Thursday.
“On June 10th, the United
States will impose a 5% Ta-
riff on all goods coming into
our Country from Mexico,
until such time as illegal mi-
grants coming through Mex-
ico, and into our Country,
STOP,” he tweeted. “The Ta-
riff will gradually increase
until the Tllegal Immigration
problem is remedied, at
which time the Tariffs will
be removed,” he wrote.
According to a White
House statement, the tariff
will rise to 10% on July 1,
then increase by 5% incre-
ments each month until top-
ping out at 25% on October
1. “Tariffs will permanently
remain at the 25% level un-
less and until Mexico sub-
stantially stops the illegal in-

flow of aliens coming
through its territory,” the
statement said. The an-
nouncement came the same
day that Mr. Trump kick-
started the process of ratify-
ing the new North American
trade pact with Mexico and
Canada — an agreement that
now may be under threat.

The tariffs would have
severe consequences on
Mexico, which sends 80% of
its exports to the U.S.

Mexico’s response
Mexican President Andrés
Manuel Loépez Obrador
struck a conciliatory tone in
aletter to Mr. Trump follow-
ing the tariff announce-
ment. “I express to you that
I don’t want confrontation,”
he wrote. “I propose dee-
pening our dialogue, to look
for other alternatives to the
migration problem.”

The announcement came
a day after border agents in
El Paso, Texas detained the
largest single group of mi-
grants they had ever en-
countered — 1,036 people.

Kingdom is keen to preserve
the stability and security of
the region, to spare it the
scourge of war and to realise
peace and stability,” King
Salman said.

Iraq’s plea

Iraqi President Barham Sa-
lih, asking the gathering to
support Iraq’s stability, said
that rising tensions with Iran
could spark a war if not man-
aged well and voiced hope
that Iran’s security would
not be targeted.

Mr. Pompeo has warned
Iragi leaders that if they
failed to keep in check Iran-
backed militias, which now
form part of Baghdad’s se-
curity apparatus, the U.S.
would respond with force.

Tensions have risen bet-
ween the U.S. and Iran after
President Donald Trump a
year ago withdrew Washing-
ton from a 2015 international
nuclear deal with Iran, re-im-
posed sanctions and boosted
its military presence in the
Gulf. Mr. Bolton has said Ira-
nian mines were “almost cer-
tainly” used in the tanker at-
tacks.

The final communiqué
said regional stability re-
quired the establishment of
an independent Palestinian
state along 1967 borders to
include Gaza, the West Bank
and East Jerusalem.

U.S. special envoy for Iran,
Brian Hook, said on Thurs-
day that a repositioning of
U.S. military assets in the re-
gion had deterred Iran, but
that the U.S. would respond
with military force if its inter-
ests are targeted.

~Assange has

suffered

psychological torture

UN official expresses serious concerns

REUTERS
GENEVA

WikiLeaks founder Julian
Assange has suffered psych-
ological torture from a defa-
mation campaign and
should not be extradited to
the U.S. where he would
face a “politicised show
trial”, a UN human rights in-
vestigator said on Friday.

Nils Melzer, the UN spe-
cial rapporteur on torture
who visited Mr. Assange in a
high-security London pri-
son on May 9 along with two
medical experts, said that
he found him agitated, un-
der severe stress and unable
to cope with his complex le-
gal case.

“Our finding was that Mr.
Assange shows all the symp-
toms of a person who has
been exposed to psychologi-
cal torture for a prolonged
period of time. The psychia-
trist who accompanied my
mission said that his state of
health was critical,” Mr. Mel-
zer told Reuters in an inter-
view in Geneva.

Too ill to appear
Mr. Assange was too ill on
Thursday to appear via vi-
deo link from a British pri-
son in a hearing on an extra-
dition request from the U.S.,
his lawyer Gareth Peirce
said. He is in a health ward.
“Mr. Assange has been
deliberately exposed, for a
period of several years, to
progressively severe forms
of cruel, inhuman or de-
grading treatment or pun-
ishment, the cumulative ef-
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WikiLeaks founder
Julian Assange. =arp

fects of which can only be
described as psychological
torture,” Mr. Melzer said in a
statement. British Foreign
Minister Jeremy Hunt, in a
tweet posted within mi-
nutes of Mr. Melzer’s state-
ment, said: “This is wrong.
Assange chose to hide in the
embassy and was always
free to leave and face
justice.”

“I am seriously, gravely
concerned that if this man
were to be extradited to the
United States, he would be
exposed to a politicised
show trial and grave viola-
tions of his human rights,”
Mr. Melzer said.

However, Mr. Melzer said
he did not expect U.S. auth-
orities to subject Mr. As-
sange to physical torture
such as water-boarding. “I
would much more expect
him to be subjected to pro-
longed solitary confine-
ment, to very harsh deten-
tion conditions and to a
psychological environment
which would break him
eventually,” said Mr. Melzer

Use Huawei and lose access to
our data, US. warns Germany

Pompeo threatens to cut intelligence sharing with Berlin

REUTERS
BERLIN

The U.S. raised the pressure
on Western allies in a war of
attrition over next-genera-
tion networks on Friday, say-
ing countries that allow Chi-
na’s Huawei to build their
telecoms infrastructure
could be cut off from crucial
intelligence data.

Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo issued the warning
after meeting Foreign Minis-
ter Heiko Maas of Germany,
which has so far stood with
Britain and France in declin-
ing calls to ban the state-
owned manufacturer.

European tour

Mr. Pompeo, on the first leg
of a five-day European tour,
said that while countries
would take a “sovereign de-
cision” on which equipment

Mike Pompeo with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
in Berlin on Friday. =arp

to use, that decision would
have consequences.

“(There is) a risk we will
have to change our beha-
viour in light of the fact that
we can’t permit data on priv-
ate citizens or data on na-
tional security to go across
networks that we don’t have
confidence (in),” he told a
news conference.

Mr. Pompeo later met
Chancellor Angela Merkel
for brief talks before flying
on to Switzerland, describ-
ing Germany as “a great, im-
portant partner and ally of
the United States.”

A Chinese Foreign Minis-
try spokesman, responding
to similar comments on Hua-
wei made by U.S. Vice-Presi-
dent Mike Pence on Thurs-
day, said the U.S. had yet to
prove that Huawei’s pro-
ducts presented a security
risk. “We hope that the Unit-
ed States can stop these mis-
taken actions which are not
at all commensurate with
their status and position as a
big country,” said spokes-
man Geng Shuang.

Mr. Pompeo also urged
Germany to follow Britain in
proscribing Lebanon’s Hez-
bollah group.




