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R. Kelly hit with 11 new
sex crime charges

CHICAGO

Prosecutors on Thursday filed
11 felony sex crime charges
against musician R. Kelly, in
what his lawyer said was a
refiling of counts from an
existing case. The 52-year-
old already had been facing
10 charges, filed in February,
for the alleged abuse of four
women. He has denied the
charges and claimed his
accusers are lying. arp

Russia cuts gay scenes
from Elton John biopic
MOscow

Gay sex scenes have been cut
from the Russian version of
Elton John biopic Rocketman,
critics who saw a preview said
on Friday, as the local
distributor said it had made
edits for legal reasons. Russia
has a dire record on LGBT
rights. arp

Al beats humans in
multiplayer shooter
LONDON

A team of programmers at a
British company, DeepMind,
has designed automated
"agents"” that taught
themselves how to play a
first-person multiplayer video
game shooter, and became so
good they consistently beat
human beings. arp

Vietnam culls 2 million
pigs to fight swine fever

HANOI

Vietnam said on Friday it has
culled 2 million pigs in a bid
to curb an outbreak of deadly
African swine fever and called
on the entire nation to join
the fight against the rapidly
spreading disease. rReuTeRs

‘Spelling Bee ends in historic tie

Seven Indian-origin students are among eight to jointly claim the 2019 prize

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
OXON HILL

Reaffirming the dominance
of Indian-Americans, a re-
cord seven Indian-origin stu-
dents were among eight who
jointly won the prestigious
2019 Scripps National Spell-
ing Bee, taking home more
than $50,000 in cash and
prizes in an “unprecedent-
ed” competition.

It is the first time in the 94-
year history of the contest
that more than two co-cham-
pions have been named. It
was also the first time since
2007 when an American stu-
dent, Erin Howard, was
among the winners.

Rishik Gandhasri, 13, of
California; Saketh Sundar,
13, of Maryland; Shruthika
Padhy, 13, of New Jersey; So-
hum Sukhatankar, 13, of Tex-
as; Abhijay Kodali, 12, of Tex-
as; Rohan Raja, 13, of Texas;
Christopher Serrao, 13, of
New Jersey and Howard, 14,
of Alabama were named as
co-champions.

For Rishik Gandhasri, the
winning word was “auslaut.”
Erin Howard spelled “erysi-
pelas” correctly. Saketh Sun-
dar won on “bougainvillea.”
And Shruthika Padhy won

Word whizz: Shruthika Padhy, Erin Howard, Rishik Gandhasri,

Christopher Serrao, Saketh Sundar, Sohum Sukhatankar,
Rohan Raja and Abhijay Kodali in Oxon Hill. =RreuTers

with “aiguillette.” Sohum
Sukhatankar spelled “pen-
deloque” correctly. Abhijay
Kodali spelled “palama”
right. Christopher Serrao
won with “cernuous.” Ro-
han’s winning word was
“odylic.”

“I was last,” Rohan said af-
ter it was all over. “I had to
watch everybody get ap-
plause,” he said.

Uncharted territory

Each of the eight students
will receive the full winner’s
prize of $50,000 in cash. In
all, 50 of the 562 spellers
reached the finals, 34 of
them eliminated during the
afternoon rounds.

The six boys and two girls
combined to spell the final
47 words correctly over five
consecutive perfect rounds
in the most extraordinary
ending of the competition.

“In an unprecedented dis-
play of academic achieve-
ment, eight spellers have be-
come co-champions of the
2019 Scripps National Spell-
ing Bee, making history as
the first group to share the
coveted title in the 92 years
of the storied event,” the or-
ganisers tweeted.

Thursday night’s finals
went on more than an hour
and half past the scheduled
time with words like “om-
phalopsychite”, “Geeldik-

kop” and “auftaktigkeit”.

The competition, broad-
cast nationally, kicked off on
Tuesday with its biggest field
ever. The 565 contestants
ranged in age from 7 to 14
and came from across the
U.S. and several other coun-
tries, including Canada, Gha-
na and Jamaica.

“Champion spellers, we
are in uncharted territory,”
official pronouncer Jacques
Bailly said.

“We do have plenty of
words remaining on our list,
but we’ll soon run out of
words that can possibly chal-
lenge you, the most pheno-
menal assemblage of super
spellers in the history of this
competition,” Mr. Bailly said.

The majority of spellers
had personal coaches, and
13 of the 16 used word lists
and study materials com-
piled by ex-spellers Shobha
Dasari and her younger
brother, Shourav.

Last year, 14-year-old In-
dian-American Karthik Nem-
mani won the Spelling Bee,
taking home $42,000. He
correctly spelt “koinonia” to
become the 14th Indian-
American champion in 11
consecutive years.

‘Time to start studying females too

In experiments, the ‘default’ practice was to examine males as they were less ‘complex’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

U.S. neurobiologist Rebecca
Shansky recalled her first ex-
periences studying mice in
the lab two decades ago: the
“default” was to study males.

“The primary excuses for
not including females in
your research was first that
hormones just made eve-
rything so complicated that
you were... going to have a
difficult time if you tried to
study the brain in female ani-
mals,” said Ms. Shansky, ex-
plaining the conventional
wisdom at the time.

Ms. Shansky’s article pu-
blished in the journal
Science on Thursday de-
nounces that practice as
based on outdated gender
stereotypes from the 19th
century that are continuing
to influence scientific re-

search today.
In science, women were
traditionally ~ considered

Scientists focus their studies
nearly exclusively on male
MiCe. =GETTY IMAGES

more complicated versions
of men.

Researchers believed
menstrual cycles and the bi-
ological changes that went
along with them made wo-
men “hormonal, emotional
and unstable” study sub-
jects, Ms. Shansky, who is
now at the neuroanatomy
and behaviour laboratory at
Northeastern  University,

said. For half a century, the
proliferation of this myth
caused scientists to focus
their studies nearly exclu-
sively on male mice, rats and
primates, so that a male
brain became considered
the baseline for a human
brain.

But male mice can have
their own hormonal changes
too, with one to five times
the level of testosterone de-
pending on whether or not
they are dominant — though
scientists considered such
changes a “non-issue” in
males, Ms. Shansky wrote in
her paper.

Side effects

That means that for decades,
pharmaceutical labs deve-
loped drugs that were later
found to be a poor fit for ma-
ny women’s bodies or
brains, especially when it
comes to mental illnesses
such as depression or anxie-

Japan unveils policy to curb plastic waste

It plans to press for a deal at G20 summit to reduce plastic dumping into the ocean

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO

Japan on Friday announced
a policy to reduce marine
plastic waste, part of efforts
to raise the issue at the G20
summit it will host next
month.

Japan is hoping to cast it-
self as a leader on the issue,
and will reportedly press for
an international agreement
to reduce the amount of
plastic going into the ocean
during the Osaka summit
from June 28 to 30.

“Ocean plastic waste is
one of the issues topping the
G20 summit agenda, and as
the chair of the meeting, we
will exercise leadership to
solve the matter,” Prime Mi-
nister Shinzo Abe told a mi-
nisterial meeting that adopt-
ed the policy package.

But so far the policies are

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SUNCHEON

Hyper-wired South Korea is
the world’s 11™-largest econo-
my, one of its most techno-
logically advanced coun-
tries, and the first to launch a
nationwide 5G network.

But that is a relatively re-
cent transformation and at
the other end of the spec-
trum, many of its elderly are
illiterate.
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Clean ocean: Globally, an estimated eight million tonnes of

plastic waste ends up in the sea each year. =ar

largely theoretical, with no
timeline specified for legisla-
tion needed to implement
some of the programme.
Japan is the second largest
per capita producer of plas-
tic waste in the world after
the U.S., and while it has a
comparatively high recycling
rate, it lags behind on efforts

Now some are finally
learning to read and write,
decades after their contem-
poraries — and even becom-
ing published authors.

Patriarchal society
According to a 2017 study by
the National Institute for Li-
felong Education, 67.7% of
South Koreans aged 80 or ol-
der were unable to read or
write.

to reduce single-use plastic.
Included in the policy is a
plan to require retailers to
charge customers for plastic
bags, though it remains un-
clear when that will come in-
to effect and whether all re-
tailers will be affected.
Plastic bag charges are al-
ready common in many

The phenomenon is signif-
icantly more pronounced
among women — Korea has
been a patriarchal society for
centuries and many families
kept girls from school even
into the mid-20™ century, as
the country began its rapid
industrialisation.

“My grandmother used to
say a woman with knowledge
always ends up rebellious,”
said Jang Seon-ja, 75, at a li-
brary in Suncheon.

“So she forbade me from
school,” she explained.

It is a marked contrast

parts of the world, and the
European Union in March
passed legislation banning
other single-use plastic in-
cluding straws and cutlery
from 2021.

Japan’s policy aims to re-
cycle 100% of newly pro-
duced plastics by 2035 and
promotes the use of biode-
gradable alternatives to oil-
based plastic.

The package also includes
a plan to support Southeast
Asian countries with recy-
cling technologies and other
infrastructure, the govern-
ment said in a statement.

Globally, some eight mil-
lion tonnes of plastic waste is
estimated end up in the sea
each year. From Japan, some
20,000 to 60,000 tonnes of
plastic wastes are estimated
to flow into oceans annually,
the government said.

ty, which affect more women
than men.

The sleep aid Ambien is a
famous example: it caused
more side effects in women
than in men.

“It turns out that women
should actually be taking
half the dose that men do be-
cause they metabolize the
drug really differently,” Ms.
Shansky said.

Dosage recommendations
were changed in 2013.

Things are slowly chang-
ing. Anew field of research is
emerging that focusses on
the differences between the
sexes when it comes to anti-
cancer treatments.

And since 2016, publicly
funded research from the
National Institutes of Health
requires studies to consider
sex as a biological variable.

“Money is a good motiva-
tor for people, and so I think
that will help,” Ms. Shansky
said.

Philippines
returns trash
to Canada

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MANILA

Tonnes of garbage sent to
the Philippines years ago
was shipped back to Cana-
da on Friday after a fester-
ing diplomatic row, as
Asian nations increasingly
reject serving as dumping
grounds for international
trash.

The 69 shipping con-
tainers of garbage were
loaded onto a cargo vessel
at Subic Bay to begin the
lengthy trip to Canada.

E-cigarettes pose public
health risk, says ICMR

Dismisses claims that devices can help cut tobacco use

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research (ICMR) has
warned of a potential public
health disaster if action was
not taken to completely pro-
hibit and dissuade the use of
Electronic Nicotine Delivery
Systems (ENDS) or e-ciga-
rettes given that the nicotine
delivered by these devices
adversely affect almost all
systems in a human body.
E-cigarette use adversely
affects the cardiovascular
system, impairs respiratory
immune cell function and
airways in a way similar to ci-
garette smoking and is res-
ponsible for severe respira-
tory disease. It also poses
risk to foetus, infant, and
child brain development,
the council noted in a white
paper released on Friday.

Harmful effects
“Use of e-cigarettes has doc-
umented adverse effects on
humans which include DNA
damage; carcinogenesis; cel-
lular, molecular and immun-
ological toxicity; respiratory,
cardiovascular and neuro-
logical disorders and ad-
verse impact on foetal deve-
lopment and pregnancy,”
said Prof. Balram Bhargava,
director general ICMR.
Given the harmful health
effects e-cigarettes pose to
users, as well as passive ex-
posure, failure to make ap-
propriate interventions at
the right time — by bringing

E-cigarettes adversely affect
cardiovascular system.
=GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

together all stakeholders un-
der one umbrella to prevent
this impending epidemic of
e-cigarettes use — could lead
to a public health disaster in
India, Dr. Bhargava asserted.

Urges complete ban
There are more than 460 dif-
ferent e-cigarette brands
with varying configurations
of nicotine delivery available
in the market, according to
the ICMR.

Now, based on the cur-
rently available scientific da-
ta from multiple streams of
research, the ICMR has re-
commended complete pro-
hibition on ENDS or e-ciga-
rettes in India in the greater
interest of protecting public
health.

Observing that tobacco
consumption, especially ci-
garette smoking, had shown
a decline in India in recent
years, Prof. K. Srinath Red-
dy, president, Public Health
Foundation of India and car-
diologist and public health

expert who had chaired the
ICMR expert group for this
white paper, said that this
had been achieved through
several tobacco control mea-
sures that had already been
initiated. “Thus, at this junc-
ture, marketing of a product
like e-cigarettes, with unpro-
ven benefit and high poten-
tial harm from addiction and
health risks, is unwarranted
as a tobacco control mea-
sure,” said Dr. Reddy. “The
risk of youth addiction is
high,” he warned.

With any benefit that e-ci-
garettes may offer as a tobac-
co cessation aid yet to be es-
tablished and evidence
suggesting that there were
risks of both dual use and
the initiation to tobacco ad-
diction among non-smok-
ers, these products, on ba-
lance, had a net negative
impact on public health, the
ICMR noted.

In its response, Associa-
tion of Vapers India (AVI) in
a statement said that the
white paper does not pre-
sent the true picture.

“The findings of the ICMR
paper run counter to empir-
ical data from countries
where e-cigarettes are regu-
lated and research conduct-
ed by some of the most cred-
ible organisations in the
world. This could be be-
cause they have cherry-
picked studies to make a tar-
geted case against e-ciga-
rettes,” said Samrat
Chowdhery, director of AVI.

i

School days: Graduate cadets dance with young women during a ceremony on the last day at the military lyceum in Kiev,

Ukraine, on Friday. Ukrainians today celebrate ‘Last Ring,’ a celebration of their last day of school. =ap

From illiterate to author: ageing South Koreans embrace the written word

67.7% of people aged 80 or above
cannot read or write, a 2017 study said

Beating the odds: Elderly South Korean women attending a
class at a city-run library in Suncheon. =arp

from the present day, when
families put enormous em-
phasis on education and chil-

dren — whether boys or girls
— study for long hours, in-
cluding extra after-school

tuition, in a high-pressure
contest for the best possible
opportunities.

Ms. Jang is one of 20
grandmothers in a writing
class at the library in Sunche-
on, 320 km southeast of
Seoul.

Collection of memoirs
Sitting in rows with pencils in
their hands, the grey-haired
women summon recollec-
tions of their mothers and
try to put them into words.
Since the programme be-
gan three years ago, they

have co-written a collection
of memoirs entitled “We
didn’t know how to write,
but we knew how to live”,
which conveys stories that
bear witness to their coun-
try’s historical turmoil.

More than 7,000 copies
have been sold since it was
published in February, li-
brary director Na Ok-hyeon,
who is seeking an English-
language publication and has
taken three of the authors on
a tour of the U.S.,said. “I was
at first worried whether the
translation would capture

subtle nuance expressed in
Korean,” Ms. Na said, but ad-
ded: “Then I saw many with
tears in their eyes.”

One entry in the book by
Kim Young-bun, 80, recalls
her family’s flight during the
Korean War, when she was
11.

“While fleeing, my youn-
ger brother died,” she wrote.
“Seeing nowhere to lay him
to rest, I couldn’t just leave
him so I carried him on my
back all day long.

“To this day, I cannot for-
get him.”



