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Revisitadministration of agri sector

All political parties should support another Constitution amendment
to putagriculture on the Concurrent List for the benefit of the farmers

i)
FARM VIEW

SURINDER SUD

significant recommendation of
A:\Iyle MS Swaminathan-headed
ational Commission on

Farmers that has not received the need-
ed attention is to shift agriculture from
the State List to the Concurrent List of
the Constitution. This would allow the
Union government to have a greater
and a relatively more decisive say in the
matters related to agriculture and farm-
ers without majorly diluting the powers
of the state governments. At present,

the Centre has to rely on the state gov-
ernments to implement even those
farm development and farmers’ welfare
schemes that are sponsored and
funded by it.

Leaving agriculture in the hands of
the states has, indeed, been the legacy
of the antiquated Government of India
Act, 1935. The logic then was that since
agriculture was basically region-spe-
cific and depended primarily on local
agro-ecological conditions and native
natural resources, the provincial
administrations would be better placed
tolook after it. The predominantly sub-
sistence type of agriculture in vogue in
those days was, more or less, self-con-
tained with little inter-regional inter-
actions for procuring inputs or selling
the output. The problems besetting the
farmers, too, were generally
location-specific.

The situation is vastly different
now. The modern agriculture trans-
gresses regional boundaries with
inter-state commercial dealings being

part of the game. Agriculture is also
getting integrated with other sectors
of the economy, notably trade, indus-
try and services. Policy initiatives and
regulatory decisions taken by one
state can now affect, directly or tacitly,
the agri-economy of the other states
as well. An unbridled control of the
states over the farm sector is, there-
fore, posing problems and proving
counterproductive.

The fifth and final report of the
Swaminathan panel released in
October 2006, mooting the transfer of
agriculture to the Concurrent List, also
referred to some of the key aspects of
administration of this sector which
necessitated a revisit to its constitution-
al status. The report pointed out that
the decisions concerning support
prices of crops, institutional credit and
agri-commodities trade, both domestic
and international, are taken by the
Centre. Some important laws having a
significant bearing on agriculture have
been enacted by Parliament and are

being administered by the Centre. The
Protection of Plant Varieties and
Farmers’ Rights Act, the Biological
Diversity Act, and the National Food
Security law can be the cases in point.
Besides, the bulk of the funding for
rural infrastructure, irrigation and oth-
er farm development programmes
comes from the Centre. “By placing
agriculture in the Concurrent List, serv-
ing farmers and saving farming
becomes a joint responsibility of the
Centre and the states,” the
commission said.

There are other pressing reasons for
the statutory change as well. Some of
the Centre’s flagship initiatives to
address the farmers’ woes and boost
their incomes are not delivering the
expected results because of non-coop-
eration of some state governments. The
notable ones among these are the crop
insurance scheme; the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan)
scheme to augment farmers’ income by
direct payment of Rs 6,000 a year; and
the Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay
Sanrakshan Abhiyan (PM-AASHA) to
ensure remunerative prices for the farm
produce. Moreover, some vital reforms
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concerning agricultural marketing,
land leasing, contract farming and a
few others are not making much head-
way for the same reason.

Little wonder, therefore, that the
Dalwai committee, which went into the
issue of doubling farmers’ income, has
also pitched for placing farm marketing
in the Concurrent List to enable the
Centre to revamp agricultural mandis,
improve their functional efficiency and
expand the rural marketing infrastruc-
ture. This report has further strength-
ened the case for moving agriculture to
the Concurrent List.

In the past, too, the Constitution has
been altered to switch items from one
List to another. The 42nd amendment,
carried out in 1976, for instance, had
shifted five subjects, including forests
and wildlife protection, from the State
List to the Concurrent list. Considering
the significance of the issue and the
potential gains from it, all political par-
ties should support another
Constitution amendment to put agri-
culture in the Concurrent List for the
benefit of the farmers.

surinder.sud@gmail.com

Why it's tough being a start-up in 2019

Funding has dried up, government initiatives are riddled with problems and the days of copycat ideas are over

KARAN CHOUDHURY

eing a digital commerce firm
B with no backers can be tough.

if the bigger players such as
ShopClues are trying to merge with
players such as Snapdeal to survive.
Things are worse for the ones
that are bootstrapped.

Atoughroad ahead for start-ups

Not just private investors or PE funds
that have come up short, even the gov-
ernment’s initiative to promote start-
ups has not done much to help out
budding entrepreneurs.

Ask Abhishek Verma, he has a few
battle scars to prove it. He is the
founder of Quikmile, a tech-enabled
logistics ecosystem. The firm has built
a vehicle tracking and transport man-
agement system for logistics compa-
nies and fleet owners via which they
can track and manage their assets in
real time.

Incorporated in June last
year, the company working
out of a three-bedroom flat-
cum-office in Delhi NCR is
at present being funded by
Verma's own savings, and
loans from friends
and family.

It is not like the founders
have not been looking out
for investors, but no great
offer has come their way. Sometime
back Verma and his teammates hit
upon the idea to register themselves
under the incumbent government’s
flagship Startup India initiative.

They thought a certificate and
recognition from the government
might open a few closed doors. “See,
for us it has been a struggle from Day
One. We knew that when we left our
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jobs to start a company of our own.
What we wanted was some help along
the way to initially help us survive and
may be thrive later. That is why we
decided to apply for the start-up cer-
tificate. We thought it would help us
secure a government loan and also
help us raise funds from venture capi-
talists and angel investors,”
said Verma.

Armed with the certificate, Verma
and his team restarted the process of
raising funds. But nothing seems to
have changed. “What we found after
having extensive talks is that banks do
not provide Mudra loans or loans under
Startup India schemes to private limit-
ed companies that are less than a year
old. On the other hand, VCs and angel
investors only give funding to private
limited companies,” Verma said.

What does the certificate promise?

According to the official website of the
Startup India initiative, the
certificate gives a company
income tax exemption for a
period of three consecutive
years and exemption on
capital gains and invest-
ments above fair market
value. It provides easy wind-
ing up of a firm within 90
days and helps fast-track up
to 80 per cent rebate on fil-
ing patents. Other than that
it helps facilitate funds for investments
into start-ups through alternate
investment funds.

Consolidation a way out

for bigger players

It has been tough raising funds for even
bigger players as now the e-commerce
space in India is getting divided
between Amazon India and Walmart-
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owned Flipkart.

Companies such as ShopClues,
according to sources, are in talks with
e-commerce firms such as Snapdeal for
a merger. Snapdeal reportedly is con-
ducting due diligence, a move that may
lead to a potential acquisition of
ShopClues. According to the sources,
the move would benefit both firms as
this might generate some investor
interest for a fresh infusion of funds in
the new entity.

However, discussions are at an early
stage and people in the know said it

may be too soon to say if the deal would
materialise. PwC is involved in the pro-
cess, and if the deal goes through, it
would be an all-stock transaction,
sources said.

Snapdeal has been focusing on
unbranded goods in Tier-II and Tier-
III towns and cities. Co-founders
Kunal Bahl and Rohit Bansal put in
place a plan called Snapdeal 2.0 in 2017
when talks for a sale to Flipkart
fell flat.

The order volume for Snapdeal has
risen from about 35,000 daily orders in
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August 2017 to over 200,000 new orders
a day now.

According to reports, the deal is
expected to value ShopClues between
$200 million and $250 million.
ShopClues had an estimated value of
$1.1 billion in 2017. Both companies
share Nexus Venture Partners as a
common investor.

"If this goes through, it will be a win
for ShopClues as it does not have any
suitor at the moment," said a person
familiar with the ongoing discussions.

Reports of Snapdeal buying out
ShopClues, anchored by common
investor Nexus, have been doing the
rounds for about a year though.
ShopClues was also reported to have
limited fund reserves.

"There has always been interest in
us and these speculations are no excep-
tion. We have, in the past, and will con-
tinue to in the future, pursue partner-
ships and commercial relationships
with rivals if it helps us serve our con-
sumers better," said a spokeswoman
at ShopClues.

Hope of stability ahead

For budding entrepreneurs, hopes are
high as they expect renewed investor
interest in the next couple of months.
The key, they believe, is having a prod-
uct with a difference.

“A stable government always helps
get the investor interest back. Also the
government would be bringing out the
e-commerce policy soon. Now
investors do not want to bet on two or
three similar products and see which
one survives. So we need to work on a
product which is completely different
from the competition,” said Arvind
Narang, the founder of a start-up
focused on making safety products for
women and children.

Call for unified leadership

After some All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) MLAs
publicly criticised its dual leadership
structure — led by Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Edappadi Palaniswami and his
Deputy 0 Panneerselvam —the two
leaders have put a gag order on party
leaders. Ajoint statement said: "Whoever
wishes to express their views for the
welfare of the AIADMK should utilise
opportunitiesin the party — like the
general and executive councils, besides
consultative sessions."” But dual
leadership is not new in the AIADMK.
When former (M J Jayalalithaa was alive,
the state administration was looked after
by her, while her friend and close aide V K
Sasikala took decisions on party affairs,
including the appointment of ministers.
After Jayalalithaa's demise, Sasikala tried
to take overall control, but Palaniswamy
and Panneerselvam joined hands and
keptherand herfamily members,
including nephew TTV Dhinakaran, out.

Rare bonhomie

Inarare
bonhomie,
Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister
Adityanath on
Monday paid
a visitto
Samajwadi
Party (SP)
. patriarch

. Mulayam Singh
Yadav at his
residence on
Vikramaditya
Marg, Lucknow. The SP patriarch was
admitted to hospital with high blood
sugar. Adityanath took stock of Yadav's
health and gifted him a book on
Kumbh, 2019. Yadav's son and former
state Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav and
his estranged uncle Shivpal were also
present during Monday's meeting. The
latter's presence immediately gave rise
to speculation there could be a
rapprochement of sorts between
Akhilesh and his uncle Shivpal. In any
case, after the SP's dismal performance
in the recently concluded Lok Sabha
election, Yadav had reportedly asked
his son to ensure all senior leaders,
who had left the party in recent years,
must be back to its fold without delay.

SOURCE: TWITTER

Mallya faces crowd wrath

Avideo doing the
rounds on social
media shows
beleaguered
businessman Vijay
Mallya booed with
chants of "chor hai
(you are a thief)" as
he watched the
World Cup fixture between India and
Australia at the Oval on Sunday. In
one clip, a small crowd of people
could be seen pushing and shoving as
Mallya made his way out after the
match. He could be seen answering
back but his words were inaudible.
Mallya is facing extradition — the 63-
year-old left India in 2016 after
defaulting on loans amounting to
9,000 crore.

On worker participation rates

MAHESH VYAS

Il the data provided in the
APeriodic Labour Force Survey

Quarterly Bulletin is based on
the Current Weekly Status (CWS).
Under this system, a person is consid-
ered to be employed, unemployed or
out of the labour force depending
upon the activities of the person dur-
ing the seven days preceding the day
of the survey.

This is much better than the more
frequently used Usual Status that
depends on activities of the person
during 365 days preceding the date of
survey. The Usual Status is fraught
with problems of recall. The CWS is
based on much better recall.

However, the CWS definition is still
quite relaxed. It is: "A person is con-
sidered working (or employed) if
he/she worked for at least one hour on
at least one day during the seven days
preceding the date of survey."

Compare this to CMIE's definition
in its CPHS where a person is consid-
ered employed if s/he is employed on
the day of the survey or, if the status
on the day of survey is uncertain, then
if the person was employed on the day
preceding the day of the survey. The
preceding day is conditional upon the

status of the first day being uncertain.
Such uncertainties arise when a survey
is conducted in the morning and, say,
a daily wage worker is not sure of
whether s/he would get a job on the
day. Only in such cases do we rely upon
the status of the preceding day. The
ambiguity regarding the status in the
CPHS is therefore, almost zero. This
cannot be said for the PLFS.

Since the reference period in the
PLFS is a week, often people are con-
currently present in more than one sta-
tuses during the week. For example, a
person could have worked for an hour
and then remained unemployed look-
ing for a job for most of the rest of the
six days of the week. In such cases,
PLFS uses the priority criterion where
the employed status gets priority (arbi-
trarily) over the unemployed status.

The CPHS does not face this prob-
lem because the reference period is
just one day and the status of a day is
unambiguous. Consequently, there is
no need to introduce arbitrary rules
of priorities.

As a result, the PLFS-CWS defini-
tion of a person being classified as
employed allows more people to be
called employed than the CMIE-CPHS
definition. This should show up in a
higher Worker Population ratio than
the Employment ratio -- the equivalent
ratio in CPHS. And, it does.

The urban worker-population ratio
according to PLFS based on CWS in the
April-June 2018 quarter was 41.8 per
cent. The corresponding value in CPHS
was 384 per cent. In the July-
September 2018 quarter the values
were 42.2 per cent and 38.2 per cent
and in the October-December 2018
quarter the values were 42.2 per cent
and 38 per cent. PLFS estimates of
urban worker-population ratio are

about four percentage points higher
than the CPHS estimates.

The difference persists across gen-
der but it is a lot more pronounced in
the case of women workers. The aver-
age urban worker-population ratio for
men in the PLFS was 66.9 per cent dur-
ing April-December 2018. The corre-
sponding ratio in CPHS was 65.6 per
cent, implying a difference of only 1.3
percentage point. In the case of wom-
en, the corresponding values are 16.9
per cent and 8.5 per cent, a difference
of nearly 8.5 percentage points.

Why is there such a big difference
in the ratio for women? A clue lies in
Statements 26 and 27 of the PLFS
Annual Report, 2017-18. These two tab-
ulations provide data on hours worked.
Statement 26 shows that on an average
women work for 10 hours less a week
compared to men. And, Statement 27
shows that more women work less
hours a day than men. 15.5 per cent of
rural women and 9 per cent of urban
women work less than 24 hours a week
which translates to less than 3.4 hours
aday. Only 5 per cent of rural men and
2 per cent of urban men work such
few hours.

It is likely that such women, who
work less than 3 hours a day, do not
consider themselves to be employed
and therefore do not report themselves
to be employed, to CPHS. However,
PLFS considers them to be employed
because it satisfies their definition and
their priority criterion. In CPHS, the
respondent's view of her principal sta-
tus matters. This possibly explains
why the CPHS shows a lower employ-
ment rate and in particular, a lower
female employment rate than
the PLFS.

The author is the MD & CEO of CMIE

Spare the depositor

This refers to "How not to waste the
NBFC crisis" (June 10). I agree with the
writer about the inadvisability of
directing banks to lend to NBFCs in dif-
ficulties. The whole system is weighed
in favour of the borrowers. The depos-
itors and investors, who are basically
people who have put their hard-earned
money, and pensioners who have put
their life long savings in banks, mutual
funds and LIC are not adequately pro-
tected. This applies to banks saddled
with huge unpaid loans to defaulting
corporates or power companies. Power
companies are in dire straits on
account of low recoveries and trans-
mission losses. This applies equally to
banks and mutual funds that have lent
to those NBFCs and HFCs who have in
turn have lent to high risk borrowers
or diverted the funds to front compa-
nies or affiliates with no prospect of
repayments. Then there is the LIC, the
premier life insurance behemoth,
which is told to invest in all distressed
banks and corporates, at the expense
of its policy holders and investors.

It is always the depositors, investors
and policy holders who must take a hit
in the form of lower returns/interest.
Now even some pension funds that
have invested in these entities have to
write down big losses. At a time when
there are low returns on investment in
physical assets, the distortions in
financial system disincentivises invest-
ments in bank deposits and mutual

funds. What options does a person
have when he reads every other day
that either some big corporate borrow-
er has defaulted or some big NBFC or
HFC is in dire straits? All the solutions
seem to end at the doors of the hapless
depositors, investors and policy hold-
ers. And now, Union ministers are
training their guns on the reserves of
the central bank to fund their
favourite projects!

Arun Pasricha New Delhi

The way ahead

This refers to your article "Transforming
performance" (June 10). It is necessary
to gobackin time to review the changes
on the economic front directly related
to employment. The economy before
1991 had socialist leanings with govern-
ment policies being more employee
protective than market competitive.
Annual appraisals of employees by
superiors were unrealistic and based
more on personal prejudices of the
reviewing authority. Regardless of
reviews, job security overruled perfor-
mance quality.

Post 1991, a reverse trend occurred,
when the economic policies led to cap-
italist leanings. Intensifying competi-
tion meant product quality had to be
globally qualitative. Job performance
superseded job security. Today both
employers and employees are demand-
ing more from the other. Corporate bud-
gets are not annual formalities but clos-
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er to reality. Changing market trends
require more frequent monitoring and
performance appraisals require greater
interaction in the interest of both the
company and the employee. The fre-
quency in technological change calls for
greater market alertness and the
younger generation can play a vital role
in this regard. Financial incentives to
employees should be related to the
achievement of budgetary goals. This
would help companies retain both talent
and experience. The recognition of qual-
ities like leadership ability and group
coordination will ensure greater
dynamism in performance.

C Gopinath Nair Kochi
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Digital tax breakthrough

But the road to a common tax code still has several hurdles

he consensus at the G-20 Summit in Fukuoka, Japan, on levying taxes

on digital multinational corporations promises to lead to a tectonic shift

in the way the global economy works. The devil will be in the detail before

this in-principle agreement can be codified into a common taxation sys-
tem that is accepted across multiple jurisdictions. In addition, the US, home to
most of the world’s digital giants, is opposed to the new proposal, which is being
championed by the UK and France, among others. In that sense, the proposed
deadline of 2020 for stitching together a common digital tax code may be unrealistic.
However, this consensus should mean that the tax incidence on large multinational
online businesses will rise. This will also limit the comparative advantage of small
tax havens in attracting a certain kind of companies.

Global digital companies such as Google, Facebook, Amazon, Apple and others
face criticism for cutting their tax bills by booking profits in low-tax countries,
regardless of the location of the end customer. Such practices are blatantly unfair.
The companies rely on a broad theme of tax avoidance. They tend to locate regional
headquarters in countries like Ireland, Botswana and Luxembourg, where tax rates
are low. As a result, profits made on revenues derived from doing business in other
nations are taxed at lower rates. The G-20 proposal could attempt to impose a
common minimum tax on such profits. Or, it may try to achieve an international
consensus that such profits should be liable to tax in places where the revenue is
generated, regardless of the corporate’s physical presence. The other option being
considered is to have an agreement to reallocate profits registered in one nation,
across all the other nations where that profit may be derived.

But there are several hurdles to achieving such a consensus in practice. One is
that there is no broadly accepted definition of a digital company. In many cases, the
companies in question also have multiple revenue streams from different segments.
For example, it may be selling physical goods (which could be sourced either from
within a given nation, or imported from elsewhere). Such a company may also be
providing cloud-hosting services while running servers located elsewhere, or it may
be deriving advertising revenues from nation “A” while displaying content generated
in nation “B”, and it may be running fintech services across borders as well. All this
will further complicate definitions of “digital” businesses.

To properly assess tax incidence across borders, and to prevent either tax evasion
by companies, or double taxation by the authorities, there would have to be high
levels of cooperation between national tax authorities and, probably, access to cross-
border data for verification purposes. This will also be extremely complicated due
to demands from many nations (including India, China and Russia) that data
collected from their respective citizens should be stored and processed within their
national borders. Given wide variations in national privacy legislation and in local
digital infrastructure, this could well become a sticking point in negotiations.

Despite the hurdles on the ground, the G20 communique marks an important
change in the global attitude to digital businesses. It should, eventually, result in
consequent changes to tax codes. It would favour big markets such as India and
South Africa, over small tax-havens such as Botswana. This seems to be the fairer
option: The nation where the revenue is generated should have the first call in terms
of taxing the profits as well.

Stop the violence

Mamata Banerjee has set the state on a perilous course

rom her days as an opposition activist, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee has worn her reputation for unrelenting feistiness as a badge of

honour. Against the tired, old men of the Left Front, her energetic defence

of those who lost land to industrial projects propelled her to two terms in
power. Against the juggernaut of grassroots mobilisation by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in the recent parliamentary elections, however, she has played into the
hands of her opponents and has created conditions for communally-charged con-
frontation that the state has not seen since 1947. To be sure, violence has been the
leitmotif of political engagement in West Bengal since the sixties. The nature of Left
Front rule accentuated this; land redistribution policies, which kept it in power for
over three decades, also created a powerful, disaffected class of land losers.

This incipient unrest, coupled with militant trade unionism, compelled business
totake its capital elsewhere, making the state a case study on the perils of communist
governance. In her eight years in power, Ms Banerjee has not changed this basic fea-
ture of local politics, and accentuated and reoriented it. Well-publicised investor
summits and scouting trips to Singapore did nothing to allay investor fears about
endemic violence. Instead, for no discernible reason, she chose to channel her
politics to the Muslim community, which accounts for 27 per cent of the state’s pop-
ulation. This in itself was a dangerous route to choose when the wounds of Partition
are still to heal; when she chose to appease the community’s more fundamentalist
elements with subsidies the state could ill afford, she alienated those who saw in
her a viable secular alternative to the Left Front.

At the same time, the absence of gainful employment opportunities drove the
feckless youth, who once provided the muscle power for the Left Front, to divide
their allegiance between the Trinamool Congress and the moneyed BJP. West Bengal,
thus, became a battleground of competing political thuggery, and the elections saw
an unprecedented level of violence and poll-related deaths. Instead of countering
the BJP’s new-found strength with a cogent campaign as Naveen Patnaik did in
neighbouring Odisha, Ms Banerjee escalated the violence, carrying matters to such
absurd lengths as preventing BJP President Amit Shah from campaigning and
attacking BJP workers, prompting the Election Commission to ban all campaigning
48 hours before the vote.

Voters in this multicultural state responded to Ms Banerjee’s inept politics by
increasing the BJP’s seat-strength from two in 2014 to 18. But she appears not to
have learnt any lessons. Oblique post-poll poetry and her personal roadside inter-
vention to prevent BJP workers from chanting slogans made her appear ridiculous.
Her failure to rein in her goons resulted in the deaths of BJP workers in Muslim-
dominated constituencies. Unabated post-poll violence has provided the BJP’s tri-
umphal Home Minister Amit Shah with a useful opportunity to raise the threat of
President’s rule. With the Assembly elections due in two years, Ms Banerjee has a
mountain to climb in terms of altering the deleterious political climate she has done
much to foster. In 2011, she created a Left-Front-mukt West Bengal. At the moment,
she seems to be doing her best to allow the BJP to make it a Trinamool Congress-
mukt West Bengal in 2021.
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Facing another
slowdown

Finance ministry has at last admitted the economy

isslowing — so what will govt do?

day agenda” for the re-elected government of Prime
inister Narendra Modj, it is unlikely that a new

and comprehensive reform agenda will be revealed.
This is for three basic reasons. First, the
personnel involved do not inspire these
expectations. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, for example, while unques-
tionably competent, did not distinguish
herself as a reformist in her previous stint
in an economic ministry, namely the
Union ministry of commerce. Second,
there is a rhetorical reversal implicit in
revealing a reform agenda which this gov-
ernment will struggle with. Over the
course of an election campaign, it argued
that it had already implemented far-

Espite of optimistic forecasts about a packed “100-

POLICY RULES

we had no idea in 2014 what Prime Minister Narendra
Modiwould do, and no idea what he will do now. This
is a weakness of India’s democratic process that must
be accepted. It means not only that there is little scruti-
ny of a policy agenda before a
politician is given power, but also
that frequently a policy agenda
isonly created after the politician
gains power — and valuable time
islost in the process.

What is important to note is
that the Union finance ministry
has at last admitted that growth
is slowing in the Indian econo-
my. There have been three suc-
cessive quarters of slowing eco-
nomic growth, according to the

reaching reform and that the economy
was therefore prospering. To now inform
the nation that major economic reform
needed to be instituted would constitute something
of a contradiction, and the government’s messaging
mavens would not be pleased. Finally, it is unlikely
that decision-makers see the need for reform in the
first place, given that the government’s handling of
its first term resulted in an increased majority.

In many countries, elections are fought over specific
policy programmes. Some parties or candidates wish
to address health care or tax evasion through one set
of policies; their opponents have a different view on
which policies would work, and what the priorities
are. Unfortunately, the election that India has just
undergone, like the one before it, was in fact relatively
free of discussion of these matters. As a consequence,

MIHIR SHARMA

latest numbers for gross domes-

tic product or GDP. This means
that, at the very least, processes
must kick in within the government to address this
slowdown. The last slowdown under Narendra Modi
happened at a politically sensitive time, when the gov-
ernment was trying to manage the narrative, so it was
largely denied. This one has a better chance of being
addressed. Even if there was no real incentive or desire
to reform earlier, the prospect of a slowdown might at
least galvanise the government into some moves that
could benefit the economy in the long term.

The finance ministry blames the slowdown on
three components of GDP: Private consumption, fixed
investment and exports. This mirrors the general belief
that, while exports and private investment have been
in crisis for some years, consumption and state invest-

Modi2.0’s new clothes

new Narendra Modi government was all it took

for the Sanskrit saying, “the daydreams of the
desperate dissolve no sooner than they form”, to sink
in. Hopes of radical approaches to some of the daunt-
ing problems of India, kindled by the massive electoral
endorsement Mr Modi received, were belied by the
choice of ministers heading some key tasks.

The economy has been slowing down for over a
year now, but Mr Modi and his government had been
in (election-induced) denial. All bad
news was met with rejection, spin or
worse still, suppression. But you can
doit only so long before reality catch-
es up, as it did the day after the poll
results came out.

Private consumption, for long
the principle engine of Indian
growth, is sputtering. Those who
can afford to, have had their fill of
cars, bikes, refrigerators, washing
machines and kitchen gadgets.
Those who can’t, have satisfied

Less than 24 hours after the swearing-in of the

ET CETERA

respect to her demonstrated administrative acumen,
she has to learn on the job, but this is not quite the
time to do so.

The newly formed Jal Shakti ministry has a catchy
title (Mr Modi’s hallmark) and brings under one roof
all the concerns regarding water. They are formidable
and fiercely challenging. Mihir Shah has just begun
a column detailing these in these pages. To sum-
marise, we face uncertain monsoons, our major
renewable source of water. Ground water has been
mercilessly exploited over time with-
out adequate replenishment. It is
now at alarmingly low levels in most
of the country. Agriculturists waste
water unmindful of its scarcity, yet
no policy measures are in place to
stop this. Most waterways, including
the holiest of all, the Ganga, are pol-
luted beyond belief. Most dams reg-
ularly dry up every summer.
Riparian states believe in beggar-thy-
neighbour, ready to go to war for
water. Nalsejalis an attractive vote-

themselves with mobile phones.
We do not believe in creative
destruction and flog our gizmos and
doodadsuntil they die. The industry, facing mostly
just areplacement demand, thus has excess capacity,
even in automotives, something that hasn’t hap-
pened in over two decades. With relatively high
effective real interest rates, it is none too keen to
invest. Infrastructure creation is constrained by
government funds stretched to meet wage (and
increasing pension) bills, interest payments and var-
ious subsidy/welfare schemes. A slowdown was
inevitable, no matter how deeply in the sand the
Modi Sarkar buried its head phir ek bar!

A debutant batter can hardly be expected to hit
boundaries right from the time of stepping up to
the crease in a key match. That is what poor Nirmala
Sitharaman is supposed to be doing. With all due

SHREEKANT SAMBRANI

catching motto, but is fraught. The

nal (piping) part is easy. Surely we
shall soon see impressive completion
statistics. But what about the jal? When cities with
long history of piped water supply are going dry,
where will far-flung villages get it from? Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, the minister in charge, is doubtless
an honourable man, but what we know of his domain
expertise and experience is as scanty as precipitation
in this summer of our discontent.

The human resources development ministry was
given to someone who was articulate but only tan-
gentially connected with education and then an
earnest but unimaginative pracharak in Modi 1.0.
We now have a self-satisfied poet-politician, Ramesh
Pokhriyal, heading it, which should cause us all the
greatest concern regarding not just our immediate
but long-term future as well. He extolled the virtues
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ment was keeping the economy buoyant. That is, how-
ever, an unsustainable model over time. Governments
run out of money and fiscal space if they try to prop
up economies alone; and consumption cannot boom
in the absence of other strong fundamentals.

The mistake would be to, at this stage, focus on
reviving consumption rather than the other two com-
ponents named by the finance ministry. It is the long-
term structural damage done to investment and to
exports that needs to be addressed, not the consequent
failure of consumption.

When it comes to private investment, the simplest
diagnosis, and the one that many in government con-
tinue to believe, is that the problem lies with the finan-
cial sector — in particular, banks. Like all governments
before it, this one also believes that lower interest rates
are a panacea. If only interest rates were lower then all
the problems that it has created through its own actions
for business would be rendered irrelevant.
Unfortunately, banks are slow to lower their interest
rates even when the Reserve Bank of India is willing
to play along and cut the headline rate. The problem,
however, is that cleaning up the banking system, in
such a manner that they are able to more easily trans-
mit lower interest rates to their customers, is not a
straightforward positive from the point of view of the
government. On the one hand lower rates and healthy
banks would be good for investment in the long term.
But, on the other hand, creating healthy balance sheets
for banks would require continued strictness about
bad debt. This nobody is prepared to countenance —
witness the RBI’s decision to relax its requirements
for the reporting of bad debts. The long and short-
term solutions are at war in this case.

Exports also might suffer from a misdiagnosis of
the structural problem. Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal is absolutely right to declare that the central
problem for exports is that they are uncompetitive.
But the question is: Why? Mr Goyal further argued
that interest cost issues were a problem for exporters.
No doubt the price of capital is high for many of them,
especially when compared to those from places with
non-market financial structures like the People’s
Republic of China. So, also, are the prices of other
basics: Land and skilled labour. The government has
done well to improve the supply of power, and of basic
infrastructure. But this has clearly not been enough
to revive exports, which have been largely flat in real
terms through the National Democratic Alliance’s
tenure. A revival in exports could be sufficient to push
the incentive to invest higher as well, and permanently
pull India out of its current slowdown. But that will
need competitiveness-boosting reform that helps all
tradeable sectors — not some tinkering around the
edges with subsidies, interest or tax rates for exporters.
India has waited too long for central reform of land
and labour law. It cannot afford to wait much longer.

mihir.sharma@bsmail.in; Twitter: @mihirssharma

of astrology as a premier science in a parliamentary
speech in December 2014. In the follow-up interview
with NDTV’s Nidhi Kulpati, he was quite aggressive
in claiming our ancient knowledge of plastic surgery,
nuclear science and all other things the world dis-
covered much, much later. Ergo, we shall soon
leapfrog into vanguard positions in robotics, artificial
intelligence and all the other fields that the world is
making great strides in. Why waste years on sus-
tained research, when we have unimpeachable
ancient lores?

Education not only does not receive adequate
resources but has been treated as the parking slot
for inconvenient politicians for more than three
decades. We have turned out whole generations of
millions of students with zero skill or analytical abil-
ities, as Harvard Professor Lant Pritchett has repeat-
edly observed. The new education policy document
warns of a severe learning crisis, but does the good
Dr Ramesh Pokhriyal, obviously blissed at his
appointment, see it as such?

Water and education are two areas where India,
like some dissolute millionaire heirs, has recklessly
drawn on its future riches for dubious present gains.
After the last cabinet reshuffle in Modi1.0, this col-
umn had observed, “Mr Modi has shown an enor-
mous penchant for risks that would deter most other
politicians and emerge the winner,” (“Reading Mr
Modi’s mind,” Business Standard, September 12,
2017). He has done so again by choosing S
Jaishankar for the sensitive external affairs ministry.
That he did not care to show the same serendipity
in tapping the large pool of talented non-partisan
persons to help him deal with these concerns at
their crisis points is cause to worry.

Critics galore, including yours truly, but no
knights in shining armour with proven competence
are on the horizon. So we are out on a limb, on a
wing and a prayer.

Thewriteris an economist

The art of happiness

~

BOOK REVIEW

VIKRAM JOHRI

author Mark Manson evaluated the

connections between hope, pain and
suffering and how those emotions tie in
with success. In the book under review,
he takes those discussions up a notch by
distilling these ideas on a largely philo-
sophical plane.

Mr Manson starts off by presenting a
generalised view of human psychology,
dividing our consciousness into a

In The Subtle Art of Not Giving a F*uck,

Thinking Brain, the rational mind that
takes logical decisions, and the Feeling
Brain, its emotional complement that
governs our feelings. He dovetails this
distinction into a thoughtful discussion
about the mechanism of hope and its
place in our world.

One of Mr Manson’s main arguments
is the paradox of prosperity. He argues
that over the past century, the West has
experienced material progress of an order
that was historically unimaginable. From
physical security to the fruits of moder-
nity, most Westerners now enjoy an exis-
tence that is far better than anything
experienced by previous generations.

Yet, despair is on the rise. As com-
munities break down and the pull of reli-
gion loosens, there is greater atomisa-
tion in society, which has people
scampering for meaning and purpose

in their lives. Mr Manson argues that the
promises of modernity have made the
West materially richer but have also left
it spiritually wanting.

The way out of this conundrum, he
suggests, is to live an examined life. He
speaks of meditation as a mechanism to
broaden our consciousness, to let the full
force of the past and the current moment
wash over us, and help us reach a place
of quiet where our need to be constantly
on the run for the next thing to buy or
consume dissipates.

In making his case, Mr Manson enlists
the help of a bevy of philosophers. A
chapter called “The Formula of
Humanity” comes from the Kantian idea
that the driving force behind our actions
should be other people and their welfare.
He also flips Newton’s three laws of
mechanics into rules of well-being.

None of this is to say that the book is
a soft touch, asking us to abandon our
lives in pursuit of a nebulous idea of per-
sonal welfare. Mr Manson brings up
Nissim Nicholas Taleb’s idea of
“antifragility” to show how certain sys-
tems, such a loving relationship or an
army unit, get stronger under stress. He
stresses repeatedly that life is made of,
and defined by, obstacles, and the reason
the West is struggling spiritually is that
it has weaponised the idea of painless-
ness. In so doing, it has robbed itself of
that which gives life meaning.

To Mr Manson, meditation is not a
time-bound exercise performed to bol-
ster well-being. Halfway through the
book, he quotes Nietzsche to warn
against the idea of a passive hope, one
that revolves around the architecture of
our current life, our dreams of bettering
our lot. Rather, “hope for the infinite
opportunity and oppression present in
every moment.” This is a somewhat dis-
tinct outlook on hope from one that Mr
Manson introduced us to at the beginning

of the book: The meta-idea of seeking it
out by giving up on it.

As for the way forward, Mr Manson
is an unabashed Artificial Intelligence
advocate who believes that we are enter-
ing an age of automation that will wit-
ness ever-greater advances until we
reach a stage where our consciousness
fuses with those of machines. The book
is perhaps the weakest at this point since
the tone of the argument shifts abruptly
from spiritual awakening to singing
hosannas to Al

Thus far, the book relied on experi-
ences of leaders as well as the author’s
personal examples to narrate what is
essentially a deeply human condition:
Our spiritual need for struggle. But with
AI, Mr Manson reverts to a lazier argu-
ment: Once Al takes over most human
endeavours, it will be left to us to figure
out what to do with ourselves. Mr
Manson characterises such a world as
strikingly similar to one inhabited by our
ancestors, where most things were
unknown and unknowable.

In truth, the scope of Al thus devel-
oped leads less to such outcomes than it
does to an ecosystem where repetitive
tasks will be increasingly taken over by
software, leaving humans to apply their
creativity — of which consciousness is
an essential part, something Al lacks —
to new and as yet unexplored frontiers.

Everything is F*cked is, like its prede-
cessor, a book that slyly subverts the brio
of its title to present arguments and offer
solutions that call for a greater, ever-pre-
sent and active engagement with a rapid-
ly changing world. Mr Manson is an opti-
mistic writer with a deep belief in
humanity’s myriad gifts and no amount
of irony, literary or otherwise, can chal-
lenge this basic claim.

EVERYTHING IS F*CKED:
A Book about Hope
Mark Manson

HarperCollins
Price: 499, 273 pages
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RBI does well not to water
down NPA resolution norms

Banks have a lot more flexibility when it comes to stressed
assets but will be penalised for delays

HILETHE NEW guidelines on stressed assets put outby the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) do alter the timelines for a clutch of projects where resolu-
tion is underway, lenders now have more flexibility on how to deal with
theassetand maximise recoveries.At the same time, the centralbankhas
done well to reiterate that it retains the powers, under Section 35AA of the Banking Reg-
ulationAct,1949,todirectbanks toinitiate insolvency proceedings for specificborrowers.
This is important to ensure that big defaulters—especially willful defaulters—don’t get
away.Indeed,those companies that tried tostall the insolvency processin the courts—the
Allahabad High Court had declared the February 12 circularuitra vires—will find they have
notgained too much bydelaying the process,and that the one-day default being scrapped
isa small reprieve.This is because it is unlikely there will be any other solution that banks
can come up with, other than referring these accounts to the NCLT.

The central bank mustbe credited fornot havingwatered down the normsand forhav-
ing put in place incentives for lenders to take speedy action; RBI has also warned banks
againstever-greeningaccounts,acommon practicein the past.That it nowallows bankers
to classify an account as a default only after 30 days of the borrower not having serviced
the loan, by scrapping the one-day default rule,would have come as a relief. This gives
themalittlemore time toaddress the problem in theinitial stages,thoughideallybankers
should be in a position to red-flag stress early on and not be ambushed by a default.

Bankers also need not necessarily choose the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
optionif theresolution plan cannotbeimplemented in 210 days—including the 30 day
review period. But there is an incentive to speed up the resolution, since otherwise, the
accountwould see accelerated provisioning—additional 20% at theend of 210 daysand
35% Dby 365 days.Once the case hasbeen filed with the NCLT, for the initiation of insol-
vency proceedings, 50% of the additional provisions can be reversed and,once the NCLT
admits the case,100% can bereversed.The provisions can be reversed,also,once the res-
olution plan has been fully implemented, for instance, if this is achieved via a restruc-
turing or a change in ownership outside of the purview of the IBC.

RBI hasalso attempted to minimise delays by asking lenders to sign an inter-creditor
agreement (ICA),though this may not be easily achieved, since many of the smallerlenders
are reluctant to agree to the terms. However, for decisions to be binding, they must be
agreed to by 75% of lenders by value and 60% by number; in other words 100% of the
lendersneed notagree.The centralbankhasalsomadeit clearthatwhere thereisachange
in ownership, the new promoters should not be, in any way, related to the existing pro-
moter or promoter group—whethera person,an entity,a subsidiary and so on. Of course,
theyshould not be barred under Section 29A of the IBC either.That these conditions have
been clearly stipulated,iswelcomed,because there have been instances whererelatives of
existing promoters have attempted to regain control through related parties.

Address farmers' GM issues

Govt’s GM policy defies logic, hurts farmer interests

S FARMERS UNDER the umbrella of the Shetkari Sangathana start their civil

disobedience movement and plant the banned Herbicide Tolerant (HT) GM

seeds as well as Bt brinjal, chances are the authorities will treat this as yet

another law and order issue and will arrest them; it is, however, not a simple
lawand orderissue.Of course,farmers cannot be allowed to break the law,but itis also true
that their protest is against an irrational and farmer-unfriendly policy; more than any-
thing else, it is yet another attempt to get the government to see sense and reverse its
policies; indeed, given the prime minister's avowed goal of doubling farmers'incomes,
the government's policy on GM make even less sense.

The advantages of Bt cotton in raising crop yields and farmer profits are well known,
and that is why almost all India’s cotton acreage is based on Bt cotton; and as a result of
productivity surge, India is one of the world's largest exporter of cotton. Despite this,
however,government policy seemed targeted at Monsanto, the primary supplier of GM
technology seeds in the country. First, a price cap was put on Bt cotton seed prices even
thoughitisnot clearwhich farmer groupwas protesting about the prices being too high;
had prices been high, it is unlikely the technology would have been embraced the way it
was. After this,an attempt was made to put a cap on Monsanto's royalties and, for good
measure,Additional Solicitor General Tushar Mehta even explained to the court,inacase
where the governmentwas not even a party, that the patentissued to Monsanto by India's
Patent Office was illegal! And while this behaviourled Monsanto to abandon its plans to
bring in the next level of technology involving HT seeds, it was found that farmers had
embraced this technology—albeit illegally—in a big way and that 15-20% of the seeds
sold todayareillegal HT seeds.While the seed price control order has furtherreduced the
price of Monsanto Bt seeds to 730 per bag, farmers are paying a much higher¥1,200-
1,500 per bag of the HT seeds as they find their technology useful. Interestingly, while
the governmentwas first investigating Monsanto for bringing in the illegal seeds,a gov-
ernment panel has opined that it was local seed firms who were responsible for this.

In the case of Bt brinjal, similarly, it remains true that all tests were conducted in the
country over seven years, after which the Genetic Engineering Approval Committee
(GEAC)approved it asfit forhuman use. When several NGOs and others protested against
the GEAC report, the UPA's environment minister, Jairam Ramesh decided not to give
the final go-ahead. Meanwhile neighbouring countries like Bangladesh have given
approval and are cultivating Bt Brinjal. While the government iswithin its rightstoarrest
Shetkari Sangathana farmers for breaking the law—they will then have to arrest thou-
sands of farmers who are using HT seeds already—surely it owes the country an expla-
nation forwhy its policies are so anti-farmer?

UPpressive

The arrests of Prashant Kanojia and others for content
related to Yogi Adityanath smacks of authoritarianism

HE ARREST OF threejournalistsand two others on assorted charges for“objec-
tionable content” relating to Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath is
patently unlawful and amounts toa draconian misuse of laws and arrest pow-
ers by the state. Independent journalist Prashant Kanojia had shared, with an
off-colour comment, a news report featuring a woman claiming to be in a relationship
with the Uttar Pradesh chief minister—Ishita Singh and Anuj Shukla of Nation Live,a news-
channel that broadcast thewoman's claims,alongwith Kanojia,were arrested by UP Police.
Kanojia, as per the FIR in the matter, has been charged with criminal defamation,a non-
cognisable offence,and under Section 66 of the IT Act,a cognisable offence, that relates to
fraudulently/dishonestly damaging a computer system. However, while Section 66
requires that certain conditions be fulfilled for making an arrest without a warrant, the
chargedoesn'teven seemrelevantin Kanojia's case.And,while a defamation complaint,as
per the law, has to be filed by a private aggrieved party before a Magistrate, the UP Police,
in this case, took suo motu cognisance of Kanojia's and the others'“offence”. What'sworse,
following the outrage overthearrests,UPPoliceissued a statement thatadds charges under
Section 505 of IPC, pertaining to the restriction of the freedom of speech on the grounds
of public order and Section 67 of the IT Act that deals with electronic transmission of
obscene material—perhaps in a bid to make the arrest look credible retrospectively, since
both chargesare cognisable—but these,too,don't hold much water. Little in Kanojia's tweet
threatens public order or can be deemed obscene, even if it is distasteful.
Thesummaryarrest over the content smacks of blatant abuse of power.In recent times,
ruling parties across the political spectrum have displayed such draconian tendencies,
from Manipurarresting a journalist for criticising the PM and the CM to the West Bengal
Police arresting an opposition party worker for sharing a meme featuring CM Mamata
Banerjee,and Karnataka CM threatening a law against journalists for unpalatable news.
Such heavy-handedness of the state not only endangers individuals' fundamental free-
doms but also erodes public trusts in law enforcement. Even if a genuine offense, of the
nature the UP Police believes, did occur, due process can't be given the short-shrift. This is
not onlyilliberal, but seems downright authoritarian.

, Upimion

NEW RBI GUIDELINES

THE REPLACEMENT OF THE RBI FEBRUARY 12, 2018 CIRCULAR ON INSOLVENCY WAS LONG
AWAITED AND THE NEW GUIDELINES RELEASED ON JUNE 7, 2019 ARE INTERESTING

RBI now nudges

(2 ON US ABORTION POLICY

Deputy high commissioner, OHCHR, Kate Gilmore

We have not called it out in the same way we have
other forms of extremist hate, but this is gender-
based violence against women, no question. It's clear

. it's torture—it's a deprivation of a right to health

instead of pushing

HEN ECONO-
MISTS BUILD the-
ories,oneisalways
quite  amazed,
because they are
rich in ideas and content. In the last
decade or so, behavioural economists
have taken over the science tolink out-
comes with collective human behav-
iour, which has made theories more
appetising. Richard Thaler won the
Nobel Prize for the theory of 'nudging),
which is what all players in the market
experience. People can be nudged to
take insurance cover or to invest in a
pension fund to plan for retirement.
Regulators also have their job cut out
when rules are laid down for playing
the game. At times, the players get out
of control and it may not always be pos-
sible to force punitive action. But, the
rules can be so framed that players can
be 'nudged'to behave in a particular
manner. It is against this background
that one can view the recent circular of
RBI on resolution of stressed assets.
The replacement of RBI February
12,2018 circular on insolvency was
long awaited and the new guidelines
released on June 7,2019 are interest-
ing. The main bone of contention was
the one-day default recognition and
the forced resolution through IBC, in
caseasolutionwasnot foundinatime-
bound manner. This was set aside by
the Supreme Court which,now,isnota
part of the process to be followed. This
is good news for companies, which
found themselves in a position of dis-
advantagewhen the February 12 circu-
lar was invoked. Banks, too, were not
comfortable with the outcome even
though the onus was not on them, as
their books looked more vulnerable.
Now, one gets 30 days to review the
default and draw up a resolution plan
which could, at the limit, also mean

SABNAVIS

Chief economist, CARE ratings
Views are persona

considering insolvency, depending on
what the lenders deem fit. Therefore,
the time period hasbeen extended and
opensthedoorto findinga more agree-
able solution. But this will get reported
to the central repository so that every-
one is in the loop regarding the status
of theloan.A period of 180 daysis given
for the resolution process, failing
which, the provisions that have to be
made byall concerned banks increases
by 20% and furtherby 15%in case 365
days pass. In the earlier dispensation,
after 180 days, the IBC shadowloomed,
where, at the extreme, the promoter
could lose ownership of the company.
Now, taking the company to IBC is an
option, but not mandatory.

The inter-creditor agreement is
important here, whereby 75% of the
o/s facility by value and 60% of the
lenders must agree on a resolution
plan. In the earlier dispensation,
100% agreement was required,which
was always a challenge. By lowering
the majority required, the procedure
becomes more doable. However, this
will definitely tilt the bias towards the
largerlenders,whowould tend to take
decisions on this issue, while the
smaller players would be at a disad-
vantage and have less power to guide
thefinal call. As this applies to not just
commercial banks but also small
banks and NBFC-SI, it will be interest-
ing to see how this works. Usually, the
smaller players are happy to go with

thelargerlendersasthe onusisonthe
others to take a call. Therefore, this
may not make a material difference at
the end of the day.

The decision, now, has to be taken
by the banks and not RBI. This is the
fundamental shift in stance. How will

this work? If banks think that the case
has to be referred to the

tinguish between ever-greening and
genuine restructuring, as there was
always a perverse incentive to keep the
loan looking good through this
avenue.

It is not quite sure as to how this
will work out in the times to come.
But,RBI has plugged this gapinavery
innovative way, knowing completely
well that escape clauses run the risk of
slippage.A deterrent on the procrasti-
nation possibility has been the provi-
sioning norm that could goup to 35%
in case of a year passing. Therefore,
there would be some incentive to
actually have a resolution plan which
works in place.

RBI does come out quite fairly in

this process, for even

IBC, they would follow mee—————————————— though there isno force

the earlier path. But in
the past, banks were
loath to drag companies
to the IBC of their own
volition,because it would
mean taking haircuts

It is not quite sure
as to how this will
work out in the
times to come. But

being deployed, the
nudge has been provided
through the provisioning
route. As banks do have
problems on capital, they
probably have to look at

that were not agreeable. the RBI has the most efficient ways of
Therefore, it made sense plugged this gap in moving towards a resolu-
to kick the can and pro- a very innovative tion. RBI has given the
crastinate, and the vari- way power to the banks to

ous channels that were

available, like JLF, S44A, e rcquired

ARC,CDR, SDR etc.,were

routes that could be explored. This
made the decision-making process
much more difficult. It was always dif-
ficult to find a solution as the lender
wanted the lowest haircut and the
buyerthe highest.This made attaining
equilibrium difficult. The restructur-
ing process had its set of idiosyn-
crasies, where the decision was taken
by the lenders to ensure that the loan
was not called an NPA. The tenures
would be extended and the interest
rates lowered to make it bearable, but
in the process, it became hard to dis-

OPEC, the future is probably worse

A Morgan Stanley report

published last week argued that

“there is growing evidence of a
sharper-than-expected

slowdown” in oil demand growth

SAUDI ARABIA AND Russia are on a
collision course.On Friday the Interna-
tional Energy Agency will publish its
first forecast of oil market balances in
2020.The headline figures will proba-
bly show stockpiles rising next year if
the OPEC+ producer group doesn’t
extend output cuts into a fourth year.

But their pain may not end there.
Growing signs that demand growth is
turning out to be much weaker than
expected may require producers to
make even deeper cuts. If so, that could
spell the end of the partnership between
Saudi Arabia and Russia on oil policy.

The production restraint agreed in
November and December 2016 by
OPEC and a group of supporting coun-
tries—Russia was the only one that
offered a substantial voluntary reduc-
tion—was meant to drain excessive
inventories and bring global supply
and demand into balance during the
first six months of 2017.

By mid-2019 that still hasn’t hap-
pened, despite a prolonged period of
relatively robust demand growth that
has seen the world’s oil consumption
increase at an average rate of 1.4% per
year over the period from 2017
through 2019, according to the most
recent IEAfigures.That’s equivalent to
around 1.33 million barrels a day of
additional demand each year.

Butthe IEAhas madeabig cuttoits
assessment of oil demand in the first
quarter.While the annual average fig-
ure hasn’t come down much, the
move isworrying because it covers the
only period forwhich we have any real
data on consumption.The assessment
may be cut further as more numbers
come in and reductions to forecasts
will almost certainly follow for subse-
quent periods.

Speaking at the St Petersburg Inter-
national Economic Forum Friday, Russ-
ian oil minister Alexander Novak sug-
gested that the trade wars could help
push global demand growth this year

below 1 million barrels a day. That
would be the lowest level since 2011.

A Morgan Stanley report published
last week argued that “there is growing
evidence of a sharper-than-expected
slowdown”in oil demand growth.Year-
on-year increases are “grinding to a
halt” across March and April for eight
early-reporting countries, including
China, India and the U.S.That is worry-
ingbecause the IEA expects those three
countries alone to account for 70% of
theworld's oil demand growth thisyear.

So where does that leave the pro-
ducers? Whenever they next meet, it is
almost certain they will decide to
extend the current policy

LEE

Bloomberg

andinitialweeklyassessments for April
and May show U.S. oil demand falling
year onyearin three out of five months
sofarin 2019.

The Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development esti-
matesthattrade tensions have already
cost the world close to 1 percentage
point of growth.The OECD last month
cut its global forecast for 2019 eco-
nomic expansion to 3.2% from 3.9%.
With demand growth tied closely to
economic growth, these cuts bodes ill
for oil consumption.

Although both the Saudi Arabian
and Russian oil ministers talked up the

benefits of the OPEC+

of restraint until the end " E———————————— deal at the St Petersburg

of theyear.
Sure, there may be
some tweaks to the actual

Russian oil minister
Alexander Novak

forum, Russia’s President
Vladimir Putin had earlier
asserted that the two

target levels for some suggested thatthe countries “have certain
countries—Kazakhstan trade wars could differences in opinion
wants to be able to pro- hel h alobal regarding the fair price”
duce more, as output S ERIRLSINSEOS for crude. The Russian
rises from its giant demand growth leader says $60-65 a bar-

Kashagan field. Russian
oil companies also want
restrictions eased, but

any decision will ulti- S — ———————

mately rest with Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, not the country’s
energy industry.

But just extending the current deal
may not be enough. The OPEC+ group
has adopted stockpiles as its measure
of success,with the focus shifting from
the relatively opaque global figure to
the highly visible U.S. inventory num-
bers, published each week.

The latest figures from the Depart-
ment of Energy made grim reading for
the producer group. Total inventories
of crude and refined products soared
by 22.44 million barrels in the last
week of May—the biggest week-on-
week increase in data going back
almost 30 years. And that wasn’t the
only worrying number.

Monthly data for the first quarter

this year below 1
million barrels a day

rel—which is around the
current level—“suits us
just fine.”

While the OPEC+
ministers may be able to
getawaywith extending their deal for
another sixmonths,a crunchis going
to come when Russia decides it has
had enough of restraint. For now,
exportrestrictions resulting from the
lingering contamination problems
with its export pipeline to Europe are
helping keep the nation’s output
below its target, but once that is
resolved, the industry will once again
press to boost production.

Even Putin may balk at asking
Russian o0il companies to make
deeper cuts to support prices. If he
does, the OPEC+ cooperation will
start to unravel.

This column does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the editorial
board of Bloomberg LP and its owners

decide, but has put in the
caveats to

ensure that theyactina
proper manner and do not delay the
decision making process. Hence, this
appears tobeabetterwayout,as banks
can no longer sit back and let things
take their course. By abolishing all ear-
lier schemes for resolution, the doors
have actually been closed and lenders
have been forced to find a solution
within the rules framed by the RBI for
this purpose. As it is within the norms
of central bank regulation, there can
really be no objection. This nudge may
be as good as the push that was earlier
dominant in the approach.

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

Bengal violence

No time can be now lost for the de-
escalation of political violence in
West Bengal. There is nothing more
important than human survival. No
civilised society can countenance
killings of humans for political
reasons. BJPis in a hurry to gain
power in the state and creating
unrest towards this end. There is no
other explanation for its escalating
the confrontation with TMC. Its
return to power at the Centre and it
winning an unexpected 18 seats on
Mamata Banerjee's turf seem to
have emboldened the party to
unleash a series of protests to
dislodge Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee. The attempt by BJP to
bring the bodies to Kolkata was not
justified as it was clearly intended
to whip up tension. It is obvious to
anyone that BJP is engineering
unrest to establish that law and
order has broken down in the state.
The Shah-Mamata rivalry must be
kept within limits. The endless cycle
of violence claims the lives of
members and supporters of both
TMC and BJP. The leaderships of
both the parties should appeal to
the party cadres to put an end to
violence and ensure that no life is
lost in the battle for political power.
The perpetrators and the victims of
political violence, of whichever
party they are affiliated to, are
always from the impoverished
social background. The advisory by
the Centre, the meetings of
Governor with the Prime Minister
and the Home Minister and the
charge of failure of law enforcement
in West Bengal give us an inkling of
the possible dismissal of the state
government. On its part, the TMC
cries foul and vows to not allow BJP
to make West Bengal a la Gujarat.
The likely imposition of President's
rule for which the BJP is preparing
the ground is unlikely to stand the
judicial scrutiny. Any victory by
violence and unconstitutional
means will be Pyrrhic and do
irreparable damage to democracy.

— G David Milton, Kanyakumari
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AGENDA FOR NDA 2.0

To 'Make In

ndia’, 'Find
In India’

Govt must open up key sectors like mining,
oil & gas for FDI to aid GDP growth

HE RETURN OF THE National

Democratic Alliance to power

in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls

showed the pro-incumbency

mood of the nation and
reflected the voters’deep-rooted trustin
prime minister Modi’s numerous poli-
cies that have benefitted each strata of
society since 2014.Infact,the Modijug-
gernaut defied all expectations and won
a second term with an even bigger man-
date. It is evident that, at the moment,
the average Indian believes thatit’s only
the NDA government that can provide
lasting solutions to the problems facing
the country-from the dipping GDP
growth towaning consumption demand

and from lack of adequate jobs to water
scarcity exacerbating the agrarian crisis.
Yet, not all is hunky-dory as NDA-II
embarks on its governance journey after
a historic win at the hustings. Even as
new ministers took charge of their
respective ministries on Friday, the jubi-
lation in the government was somewhat
tempered by the sharp dip in GDP
growth for the last quarter of financial
year 2018-19.India’s economic growth
rate slipped toa five-yearlowof 5.8%in
January-March,while joblessness stood
at 6.1% of total labour force during
2017-18,the highestin 45 years.
Clearly, the dipping GDP growth and
the economy’s inability to create suffi-
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cientjobs at a time when India needs to
encash its demographic dividends are
the biggest challenges facing the Naren-
dra Modi government at the start of its
second term.While the taskis certainly
herculean, the government also has the
people’svote of confidence to undertake
bold reforms, announce tough mea-
sures and unleash the nation’s true
potential to kick start the economy.The
government also has the advantage of
benign inflation to slash interest rates
and ensure ample credit availability to
the economy.

The combination of reformsin areas
like agriculture, labour and land, cou-
pled with the creation of a conducive
investment environment,backed by the
easing of tax laws, will surely re-ignite
the economy’s growth engines. While
Modi’s mission of ‘Make in India’can be
taken to the next level with progressive
reforms for domestic industries, it is
about time we had a mining revolution
along the same lines as the Green Revo-
lution and the White Revolution. Given
the country’s rich and
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approved by the Cabinet in March this
year,aims to increase the production of
major minerals by 200% in seven years.
The target is achievable if the policy is
keptabsolutely simple and transparent,
withouta circuitous string of approvals.
Further,the policy could be production,
and not revenue based, because the
entrepreneur or the businessman, who
risks their investment, must earn a
decent return from the project.The gov-
ernment may focus on the long-term
and aim for steady returns, rather than
pursuing revenue and profits that force

prospective investors to stay away.
Besides tapping into India’s natural
resources, where the sector’s share in
GDP can easily go from 2% to 10%, the
government may also look to make
public sector companies independent.
PSUs are our backbone and giving
them autonomy will help raise both
production and revenues, and create
huge employment. We need not priva-
tise them, letting them operate,
instead, like an ITC or an L&T, where
decisions are taken in the

diverse ecology, India 'EEEEEEENINN————————— interest of the company,

should further open up key
sectors like mining and oil
& gas for copious FDI flows

If we produce even
half the oil and

its business and its stake-
holders. Lack of indepen-
dence in PSU functioning

that will not only curb gold we import, we has taken away these

needless imports but also
generate millions of jobs at
thedirectlevelaswellasin
ancillary industries.

Thus, ‘Make in India’
must be supplemented
with ‘Find in India, where the world’s
top mining companies with state-of-
the-art technology start mining a wide
range of metals and minerals, like coal,
iron ore,bauxite,oiland gold,in India on
a sustainable basis,with utmost care for
the environment. Given the wealth of
India's untapped resources, if we pro-
duce even half the oil and gold we
import, we would be a country with a
current account surplus. It is on the
basis of this enormous potential that we
got 41 hydrocarbon blocks in OALP-I
and have bid for another 30 blocks in
OALP-IT and III. We are currently pro-
ducing around 200,000 barrels of oil
per day and intend to double it in two
years, aspiring, eventually, to take it up
to one million barrels per day, once new
blocks start production. At the same
time, it is important to strengthen
India’s position in global trade, while
protecting domestic industry from
dumping, so that companies are not
averse to stepping up investments.

The National Mineral Policy 2019,

would be a country
with a current
account surplus

firms’ ability to think on
their feet and take strong
decisions when required.
Today, Indians are run-
ning multi-billion dollar
corporations across the
world, so why can’t we do it in India?
The government may only provide an
enabling environment and, as stated by
the PM, the government has no busi-
ness to be in business. Further, this
decentralisation must travel to the
grass root level, where our district col-
lectors are empowered to quicken deci-
sion making in vital areas like land,
environment and sports. If each dis-
trict develops, the nation will prosper
on its own.

The 2019 mandate is one of hope
and faith. Given the vision and mission
mode of prime minister Narendra Modi,
I am confident that he will take the
nation’s growth and prosperitytoanew
level,and that India will emerge as an
economic and spiritual hub on the
global platform. It is crucial that the
nation of 1.3 billion people realises that
this is the land of endless possibilities.
We must stop India from being only the
dumping ground of the world. It is time
to‘Find in India’‘Make in India’,and sell,
both in India and globally!
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Removing

hurdles

GOPAL RAJAN

nandagopal.rajan
@indianexpress.com

Apple WWDC underlines the company’s
commitment to accessibility and
triggers its developers to innovate

PPLE'S WORLD WIDE Developer conference
thisyearwasa mixed bag.As always, therewere
so many announcements that it took a while
to take it all in. However, a couple of trends
were clear: one,Apple wanted to grow each ver-
tical like the Apple Watch and iPad separately within its
larger ecosystem and; two, there was going tobe another big
push towards accessibility across its devices.

With its new MacOS Catalina,youwill be able to literally
get things done and navigate around the computer using
just simplevoice commands.Apple has even split the screen
into grids to help users selects areas which otherwise don’t
havebuttons,like in case of amap.The whole experience was
mind blowing, and looking at it from the perspective of
someone with motor disabilities the feature would be game
changing,and of course so empowering.

Apple’s focus on accessibility seems to have inspired its
community of developers, too, especially the younger ones.
Palash Tarneja,a student of DPS Rohini in Delhi,wasamong
the select few who got to present their ideas to Apple CEO
Tim Cook.Tarneja’s creation is a software that translates the
audio on YouTubevideosinrealtime.“Myideawasabout lin-
guistic accessibility by translating YouTube videos into the
native language of the user,”he says,adding how this will be
especially useful in terms of educational content.“He (Cook)
saiditwasafantasticideaand hewilllookintoit.” Chennai’s
Sudarshan Sreeram’s project this time was a Swift Play-
ground called Amaze.“It’s a simple game where you have to
navigate your way around a
maze within a time limitand — ——————
collect stuff on theway.But the
catch is that each time you
reach a collectible, your direc-
tion symbols flip,” explains
Sreeram, adding that the idea
was to ensure that toddlers for
whom the gameis meantdon’t
movements. The game alsg moance: will now
comeswith features that make ,be able to run apps
it accessible for those with independently, and
colour blindness and even low  will not require the
motor skills. His next project iPhone
will be to help dyslexics.

Apple, meanwhile, is trying — ——————————
to de-hyphenate its products
from each other. The Apple Watch, for instance, will now be
able to run apps independently, and will not require the
iPhone. There will even be an App Store of its own, on the
watch. iPad too pulls itself away from the iPhone. The tablet
now gets an operating system of its own with verytablet-cen-
tricuserinterface,though based oniOS.The iPadOSwill offer
multi-taskingand multi-window capabilties along with key-
word commands,intuitive gestures and even files folderslike
onthe Mac.Plus, Safari on iPad will offer desktop-type brows-
ingand won’t load mobile pages. It seems Apple Park clearly
sees the iPad as a bridge-device, a computer for those who
don’t want to use a larger form factor or can’t afford one.

The Macwill,with its next OS upgrade,come even closer
to the mobile world. There will be more apps that will run
here, like Music, Podcasts and Radio as Apple Kills of its
iTunes platform. Then, Apple has done something unique
with a feature called Sidecar thatlets Mac usersadd theiPad
asanewinputdevice.This helps them be more creative with
a host of software they would run on their computers, tap-
ping in on the Apple Pencil’s capabilities.

With thelatest edition of WWDC,Apple hasreiterated its
commitment toaccessibility,again,notlimiting itself tojust
those who can’t hear well or see clearly. This is unique for a
smartphone company, but also an acknowledgment that
this could be a big user base to tap into. In the process, it is
also triggering innovation around accessibility within its
large developer community.Inan Appleworld,techwillbea
facilitator for those who otherwise find themselves stuck
behind avirtual barrier.

Apple is trying to
de-hyphenate its
products from
each other. The
Apple Watch, for

The authoris in San Jose on the invite of Apple

HAT DO WE REMEM-
BER a writer for? For
the written work of
course; the answer
may seem obvious. But
in the case of Girish Karnad, the obvious
falls flat. It remains partial. To describe
Girish Karnad as a major Indian play-
wright, or a versatile actor, or an influen-
tial intellectual, is simply not enough.
There are other stories we need to pay
attention toif wewant to describe,and pay
tribute to,a man who packed the work of
many lives into one life.

Karnad’s recent involvements may be
a good place to start.The last time I heard
Girish Karnad was in September last year,
when he spoke at a literary meet for toler-
ance in Bengaluru.“Aliterary meet for tol-
erance”—these words say much about the
daunting task Karnad faced, and that all
writers face today. It’s no longer enough
for a writer to struggle in a private space,
making sense, through words and ideas, of
the realworld and the world of stories; the
past and its new lives in the present; the
little mysteries of human relationships,
and the larger terrors of relationships
based on power. More and more it seems,
writers also have to speak on the public
stage, even march in the streets. This is a
difficult thing for most writers to do. But
Karnad did it.

He spoke that day, soon after several
activists were either arrested or hounded
with what he called “fragile, false FIRs”

Giving voice to
Girish Karnad

Karnad's art drew energy
from our syncretic
cultural and historical
resources

HARIHARAN

Founder-member of the Indian Writers' Forum

accusing them of almost anything, from
the situation in Kashmir, to theviolence at
Bhima Koregaon, to an assassination plot
against the prime minister. Karnad stood
up slowly. A small tank-like object was
strapped to his waist,sending him oxygen
through tubes connected to his nose. But
what he told us went to the heart of the
matter.There’sa newlanguage among us,
he said. The kind of language with words
like lynching and urban naxal and anti-
nationalist and tukde-tukde. The kind of
language that spawns strange, horrible or
meaningless words, and makes them the
stuff of everyone’s lives.This newlanguage
distorts politics, the rights of citizens,and
their everyday lives -- because language

and action are closely intertwined. This is
something awriter like Karnad knewwell,
and he did not shy away from saying it
aloud.

He did not let ill health keep him quiet
afterthat talkeither.In April thisyear,just
before the elections, he was among the
writerswhoissued an appeal tocitizens to
vote out hate politics. He was among the
theatre artistes who called for bigotry,
hatred and apathy to be voted out of
power. The election results tell us that his
appeals and ours, and our new writerly
tasks, are far from done. So now that he is
gone, how do we continue to hear Girish
Karnad? How do we let his rich voice
strengthen ours?

We could begin with the foundation of
his creative efforts: His vital connection to
the many-tongued world of stories he
grew up with, soaking in Marathi theatre,
Yakshagana, mythsand taleswaiting tobe
made sense of afresh. The myth, he said,
“nailed me to my past”.But Karnad’s pow-
erful relationship with myth and tale was
an intelligent one. Out of this resource he
drew ways of understanding ourselves in
the present.In the Prologue to his first play
Yayati, he says,“We turn toancient lore not
becauseit offers anyblinding revelation or
hope of consolation, but because it pro-
vides fleeting glimpses of the fears and
desires... within us. It is a good way to get
introduced to ourselves.” But Karnad

makes it clear that this introduction
through myth will take us forward,
becauseitis firmlyrooted in the present,in
reason, and in plural ways of seeing: “Our
play this evening deals with an ancient
myth.But,let me rush toexplain,itisnota
‘mythological’. Heaven forbid! A mytho-
logical aims to plunge us into the senti-
ment of devotion... Our play has no gods.”

We can continue hearing Karnad by
recalling his connection to the legacy of
mentors suchas D RBendreand VK Gokak
who nurtured open discussion,and a sense
of community in creative endeavour. We
can remember them once again in a time
that name-calls intellectuals and crushes
their questions. We can recall Karnad’s

memory of a cultural centre such as Dhar-
wad—a precious memory in a time when
Dharwad has become infamous for the
assassination of the scholar M M Kalburgi.
Again, in a time when institutions are
crumbling under assault, we can remem-
berKarnad’s efforts at strengthening pub-
lic institutions such as the Sangeet Natak
Akademi in Delhi, the Film and Television
Institute of India in Pune, and the Nehru
Centre in London.

Whatever he did, whether as an insti-
tutional leader or a writer or an actor or a
publicintellectual, Girish Karnad lived his
chosen narrative.“We must trust the nar-
rative we have chosen for ourselves,” he
said. “Invent bits if necessary, but go on.”
His plays are, of course, a part of this nar-
rative.But thereistime togobacktothem,
let each yield new meanings. For now, we
need to remember—and keep alive, both
for our sakes and in tribute to Karnad—
other parts of his chosen narrative. These,
taken together,make a narrative with cre-
ative and intelligent links with our syn-
cretic culturaland historical resources.It’s
anarrative thatincludeslarge numbers of
people speaking in different languages,
many of them speaking words of dissent.
It’s a narrative that returns writers, read-
ers and citizens to the centrestage where
they belong, so that they may learn, teach
and livewhat freedom of expression really
means. This is the modern narrative we
must continue to be part of, not necessar-
ily in Karnad’s voice, but in our own.
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WHY LAKHS ARE PROTESTING ON

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JUNE10

HUNDREDS OF thousands of protesters
dressed in white marched in the streets of
Hong Kong Sunday (above) in the biggest
protest since the Umbrella Revolution of
September-December 2014. Police esti-
mated the number of marchers at
240,000; organisers, said amillion people
protested. Hong Kong, which at roughly
1,100 sq kmis smaller in size than Delhi, is
home to an estimated 7.4 million people.

The extradition Bill

The protesters were marching against
proposed changes in the law that would
allow suspects accused of crimes such as
murder and rape to be extradited to
mainland China to face trial. Carrie Lam,
who became Chief Executive of Hong
Kong in 2017 as the candidate favoured
by Beijing, is pushing for the amend-
ments to be passed this month.

Once the law is changed, Hong Kong
will also hand over to China individuals
accused of crimes in Taiwan and Macau.
Taiwan has a tense relationship with
China; Macau, like Hong Kong, is a
Chinese special administrative region
with significant autonomy.

The government has said that the pro-
posed amendments would “plug loop-
holes” that allow the city to be used by
criminals. It has assured that courts in
Hong Kong would make the final decision
on extradition, that only certain categories
of suspects would be liable, and that indi-
viduals accused of political and religious
offences would not be extradited.

Protesters’ concerns

The main worry, government assur-
ances notwithstanding, is that China will
use the changed law to target political op-

THESTREETSINHONG KONG
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ponents in Hong Kong. Critics point to
China’s flawed justice system and say ex-
tradited suspects would likely face tor-
ture. Also, they say, the change in the law
will deal another blow to Hong Kong’s al-
ready crumbling autonomy.

Sunday’s march included people from
the business community, lawyers, stu-
dents, members of religious groups, even
housewives.

“This is the end game for Hong Kong,
itis a matter of life or death,” a Reuters re-
port quoted a 59-year-old professor as say-
ing. An 18-year-old student was quoted by
AFP as saying: “This Bill will not just affect
Hong Kong’s reputation as aninternational
finance centre, but also our judicial sys-
tem. That has an impact on my future.”

Areport in the BBC quoted Lam Wing
Kee,a Hong Kong bookseller who was de-
tained in China in 2015 for selling books
critical of Chinese leaders, as saying he did
not trust the Hong Kong government. Lam
fled to Taiwan via Hong Kong this April,
where he has got temporary residency.

Human Rights Watch and the
International Chamber of Commerce
have warned against changing the law. A
body of the US Congress has said it would
make Hong Kong vulnerable to Chinese
“political coercion”, and the UK and
Canada have expressed concern over the
potential impact on their citizens in Hong
Kong. The EU has sent a diplomatic note.

Hong Kong and China

The former British colony returned to
Chinese rule in 1997, and is semi-au-
tonomous under the “one country, two
systems” principle. It has its own laws and
courts, and allows its residents a range of
civil liberties. Hong Kong does not have
an extradition agreement with Beijing.
China has decried the alleged “politicisa-
tion” of the Hong Kong proposal, and the
“interference” in China’s internal affairs.

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, JUNE 10

JUST OVER a month after the powerful cy-
clone Fani devastated large areas of Odisha,
another cyclone is headed towards India,
this time towards the Gujarat coast. Cyclone
Vayu - itis still to develop into a cyclone and
is only a deep depression as of now - is cur-
rently positioned around 250 km northwest
of Aminidivi island in Lakshadweep and
about 750 km southwest of Mumbai, and
is slated to reach the Gujarat coast in two to
three days.

Vayu is much weaker than Fani. At its
strongest, it is likely to generate winds of
speed 110-120 km per hour, according to
current forecasts. In contrast, winds associ-

ated with Fani had speeds of about 220 km
per hour. Vayu, even at its most powerful,
therefore would only be categorised as a
“severe cyclonic storm”, while Fani was an
“extremely severe cyclonic storm” and al-
most satisfied the conditions for classifica-
tion as a “super cyclone”.

Monsoon worries

While Vayu is unlikely to result in wide-
spread destruction, it is a cause for concern
for a different reason. It is likely to halt the
northward progression of the monsoon for
a few days. The arrival of the monsoon has
already been delayed, hitting the Kerala
coast on June 8 instead of June 1.

The cyclone is expected to interfere with
normal progression, by sucking all the
moisture from the monsoon winds towards
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SIMPLY PUT

How education can be flexible

In National Education Policy draft, committee calls for greater focus on multidisciplinary courses. Other
recommendations for higher education include stress on research, regulatory reforms, tech in teaching

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 10

IN MONDAY’S editions, The Indian Express de-
scribed the broad recommendations for
school education made by a committee set
up for drafting a new National Education
Policy (NEP). The policy will be finalised and
presented in Parliament after taking feed-
back from various stakeholders. For higher
education, the committee’s recommenda-
tions include:

Multiple disciplines

The main thrust of the draft policy is on
breaking the “rigid boundaries of disciplines”
in higher education and moving towards
broad-based, flexible learning. Institutions
offering single streams (such as technical ed-
ucation) must be phased out, and all univer-
sities and colleges must aim to become mul-
tidisciplinary by 2030, the report proposes.

“The future workplace will demand crit-
ical thinking, communication, problem solv-
ing, creativity, and multidisciplinary capa-
bility. Single-skill and single-discipline jobs
are likely to become automated over time.
Therefore, there will be a great need to focus
on multidisciplinary and 21st century com-
petencies for future work roles — these are
indeed the capabilities that will separate hu-
mans from robots,” the report states.

For this, the draft pitches for reintroduc-
tion of the four-year undergraduate pro-
gramme in Liberal Arts Science Education
(LASE) with multiple exit options, and scrap-
ping of the MPhil programme. The LASE cur-
riculum will be designed to develop broadly
“useful capacities” (critical thinking, com-
munication skills, scientific temper, social re-
sponsibilities etc), while offering rigorous ed-
ucation in specialisations (called majors or
dual majors) across disciplines.

Pursuing a PhD will require either a
Master’s degree or a four-year Bachelor’s de-
gree with research. “The three-year tradi-
tional BA, BSc, as well as BVoc degrees will
continue as well for those institutions that
wish to continue such programmes, but all
Bachelor’s degrees will move towards tak-
ing a more comprehensive liberal education
approach,” the documents states.

The draft policy also proposes building a
small number of new liberal arts universi-
ties, modelled after Ivy League schools, in the
next five years.

Global footprint

The NEP 2018 proposes an increase in the
number of off-shore campuses of Indian in-
stitutions and permitting the world’s top 200
institutions to set up branches in India, with
a new law to regulate the latter’s entry and
operation. Indian higher education institu-

Admission in progress at Panjab University in 2018. jasbir Malhi/Express Archive

tions (HEISs), it states, should be encouraged
to offer their distance-learning programmes
abroad and enter into international partner-
ships for research.

Currently, India sends the third largest
number of students (over 3 lakh) abroad for
higher education. However, only 46,000 for-
eign students, accounting for less than one
per cent of international students world-
wide, study in Indian HEIs.

National Research Foundation

The NEP has recommended that a
National Research Foundation (NRF), tasked
with creating a conducive ecosystem for re-
search through funding and mentoring,
should be set up. Funds for research and in-
novation have fallen from 0.84% of GDP in
2008 to 0.69% in 2014. The draft attributes
India’s performance in research to a separa-
tion between research institutions and
teaching institutions, lack of research culture,
lack of funds and poor research capacities of
state universities.

The proposed NREF, to be set up by an Act
of Parliament as an autonomous institution
and with an annual grant of Rs 20,000 crore,
will “seed, grow and facilitate research at ac-
ademic institutions, particularly at universi-
ties and colleges where research is currently
in a nascent stage...”

Regulatory reforms

The draft proposes acommon regulatory
regime for the entire higher education sector,
“eliminating isolation and disjunction”. As
with primary education, it suggests that in
higher education, too, the functions of “reg-
ulation, provision of education, funding, ac-

THais WORD MEANS: NATIONAL PARTY

creditation and standard setting will be sep-
arated, and will not be performed by the
same institution or institutional hierarchy”.

The National Higher Education Regulatory
Authority (NHERA) will be the sole regula-
tory authority, while NAAC, along with other
accreditation agencies, will oversee accredi-
tation. The existing University Grants
Commission, currently regulator as well as
grants disbursing agency, will transforminto
the Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC)
and will limit itself to grants giving.

Other regulatory bodies — such as
Medical Council of India, Bar Council of India,
AICTE, National Council for Teacher
Education — will become Professional
Standard Setting Boards in their respective
fields, without regulatory powers in profes-
sional education.

Rashtriya Shikha Aayog

The draft NEP envisages the creation of a
new apex institution for education, through
an Act of Parliament, that will be responsi-
ble for “developing, articulating, implement-
ing, evaluating, and revising the vision of ed-
ucation in the country on a continuous and
sustained basis”.

The Rashtriya Shiksha Aayog (RSA) will
be chaired by the Prime Minister and run by
executive and advisory bodies, half of which
will made up of ministers and the other half
of educationists and civil society members. A
range of institutions — NRF, NCERT, NHERA,
National Testing Agency, Higher Education
Grants Council, and state education regula-
tory authorities, among others — will be re-
porting to this super organisation.

The Ministry of Human Resource

Development (MHRD), which the report
wants re-designated as the Ministry for
Education, will have to complement the RSA.
“A committee chaired by the UME (Union
Minister for Education) and consisting of the
ED (Executive Director of RSA) and a few
members appointed by the UME will be con-
stituted for this purpose at the earliest. Over
a period of time, as the roles and functions
stabilise, the RSA will be given Constitutional
status through an Act of the Parliament,” the
draft states.

Technology in Education

The policy dissects this topic into four
broad areas:

M Training of teachers in the use of edu-
cational technology, and use of educational
technology for professional development of
teachers.

M Classroom tools and curriculum, such
as “computational training”, online course
software etc.

M Access for those disadvantaged stu-
dents who cannot attend a physical school.

M Overall educational records manage-
ment with a National Repository of
Educational Data.

The draft policy proposes a National
Education Technology Forum, a group of ed-
ucation leaders and government officials to
discuss and advise on how to strengthen ed-
ucational technology, and Centres of
Excellence in Educational Technology in
prominent institutions.

Other suggestions

M Publicinvestment in higher education
to be raised from the current 10% of overall
public expenditure in education to 20%, over
a 10-year period.

M Substandard and dysfunctional tech-
nical educational institutions to be closed.

M Rashtriya Shiksha Aayog to commission
a perspective plan for professional education.

M A quasi-judicial body may be consti-
tuted for a mission-mode clean-up of teacher
education.

M The four- year integrated BEd. will, by
2030, become the minimal degree qualifica-
tion for schoolteachers. All pre-service
teacher education programmes will be of-
fered only in multidisciplinary institutions.

M First year or two of MBBS will be de-
signed as a common period for all science
graduates after which they can take up
MBBS, BDS, Nursing or other specialisations.

B A common exit examination for MBBS.

M All new colleges started from 2020 on-
wards must only be autonomous colleges.
No new affiliated colleges shall be started af-
ter 2020. After 2030 there will be no affili-
ated colleges - all colleges must develop to
become autonomous degree granting col-
leges or a university.

New status for NPPP: what conditions did it meet?

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 10

LAST WEEK, Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma tweeted that his party, the
National People’s Party, has been recognised
as a “national party”. The NPP is the eighth
party to get that recognition — after Congress,
BJP, BSP, NCP, CPI, CPI(M) and Trinamool
Congress — and the first from the Northeast.

The Election Commission lists political
parties as “national party”, “state party” or
“registered (unrecognised) party”. The con-
ditions for being listed as a national or a state
party are specified under the Election
Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order,
1968. A party has to satisfy any one of a num-
ber of these conditions.

For recognition as a national party, the con-
ditions specified under Paragraph 6B of the
1968 Order are:

(i)a6% vote share in the last Assembly polls

itself. Cyclones are sustained by very strong
low-pressure areas at their core. Winds in
surrounding areas are forced to rush to-
wards these low-pressure areas.

Similar low-pressure areas, when they
develop near or over land, are instrumen-
tal in pulling the monsoon winds over the
country as well. But right now, the low-
pressure area at the centre of the cyclone is
far more powerful than any local system
that can pull the monsoon winds moving
northeast.

“We will see a brief hiatus in the mon-
soon progression because of the cyclone.
The northward progress, especially in in-
terior areas, would not be possible till the
cyclone dissipates. The western coast would
continue to have rains during this time, but
interior parts would have to wait till two to

i ASSEMBLY POLL : TOTALSEATS : NPPWON : VOTE SHARE

STATE

Manipur 2017 60 | Z 5.05%

Meghalaya | 2018 59* i 19 20.60%
Nagaland 2018 60 .5 6.92%

Arunachal ! 2019 60 | 5 14.56%
*Meghalaya Assembly has 60 seats; 2018 polls held in 59

in each of any four states, as well as four seats
in the last Lok Sabha polls; or

(ii) 2% of all Lok Sabha seats in the last
such election, with MPs elected from at least
three states; or

(iii) recognition as a state party in at least
four states.

The NPP has satisfied the last of these
conditions. Itisrecognised as a state party in
four states — Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur
and Nagaland, besides Meghalaya. It has
earned that recognition by fulfilling differ-

The approaching Cyclone Vayu.
US Joint Typhoon Warning Center

ent conditions in different states.

For recognition as a state party, any one of
five conditions needs to be satisfied. These are
specified under paragraph 6A of the Order:

(i) two seats plus a 6% vote share in the
last Assembly election in that state; or

(ii) one seat plus a 6% vote share in the last
Lok Sabha election from that state; or

(iii) 3% of the total Assembly seats or 3
seats, whichever is more; or

(iv) one of every 25 Lok Sabha seats (or
an equivalent fraction) from a state; or

three days after the cyclone dissipates,” said
D Sivananda Pai, head of climate research
and services at India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

What this means is that the places
where the monsoon has already reached
would continue to get rain, mainly along
the western coastline, but other areas
would have to wait a little longer.

K Sathidevi of IMD told The Indian Express
that according to current forecasts, Vayu was
likely to touch the Gujarat coast somewhere
near Veeraval and Diu either around mid-
night of June 12 or early morning of June 13.
Itis likely to dissipate very fast after that be-
cause the land and atmosphere in the area
was devoid of any moisture that can sustain
itany further. The northward progression of
monsoon can be expected two to three days

(v) an 8% state-wide vote share in either
the last Lok Sabha or the last Assembly polls.

In Meghalaya, the NPP easily satisfies all
five conditions, with 19 Assembly seats out of
59 and a 20.60% vote share in 2018, followed
by one of the state’s two Lok Sabha seats and
a 22% vote share this year. In the other three
states, it did not win a single Lok Sabha seat
or get an 8% vote share in any, but earned
recognition as a state party by virtue of its
Assembly poll performances. In Manipur, it
won four seats in 2017, which satisfied con-
dition (iii) listed under Paragraph 6B. In
Assembly elections to Nagaland last year and
Arunachal this year, the NPP fulfilled the con-
ditions (i) and (iii).

Once recognised as a national or a state
party, a political party retains that status ir-
respective of its performance in the next
elections. It loses the given status only if it
fails to fulfil any of the conditions for two suc-
cessive Assembly and two successive Lok
Sabha elections.

Why Cyclone Vayu is an obstacle to northward progress of monsoon
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

NEIGHBOURS FIRST

PM Modi’s visit to Male, Colombo is a reiteration of the
principle and bolsters Delhi’s ties with the two island nations

RIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi’s first official visit abroad in his second term

to the Maldives and Sri Lanka reiterated that the “neighbourhood first” policy

remains the credo of the new government. It reaffirmed India’s longstanding

ties with these two countries. It signalled Delhi’s assertion in the Indian Ocean
region, where Chinese power and influence compete with its own. India has been helped
in this by the major political changes in both countries where governments seen as “pro-
China” were swept out in democratic elections and replaced with those that seem more
India friendly, or at least more “balanced” in their foreign policies, Sri Lanka in 2015 and
the Maldives as recently as last November.

During the Modi visit, apart from signing a slew of agreements, India and Maldives
agreed to strengthen their maritime security co-operation to maintain peace and stabil-
ity in the Indian Ocean, and not allow their respective territories to be used for activity in-
imical to the other, oblique but obvious boilerplate references to Chinese interests in the
Maldives. In both Male and Colombo, Prime Minister Modi made common cause on the
issue of fighting terrorism. While Maldives has seen a high number of young people —in
proportion to its population — leave the country to join the ISIS, Sri Lanka is still reeling
from the April 21 bombings by a group of highly radicalised Sri Lankan Muslims, later
claimed by ISIS as its own. During Modi’s visit to Male, India and the Maldives agreed to
set up a Joint Working Group on Counter Terrorism, Countering Violent Extremism and
Deradicalisation. In Colombo, as the first foreign leader to visit the island after the bomb-
ings, Prime Minister Modi conveyed that India stood in solidarity with Sri Lankans dur-
ing this difficult period. In another era, in view of the open hostility from Sinhala Buddhist
hardliners toward the island’s Muslim community that is threatening the peace, India
might have underlined the importance of communal harmony in the island as a vital el-
ement in checking violent radicalisation in the region.

While Delhi has managed to regain its footing in both capitals, in order to be lasting
and able to withstand political changes, India will need to be win influence through the
hard work of trust building and co-operation at many levels — political, official and peo-
ple to people. It can no longer be demanded as an entitlement by sheer virtue of being their
biggest and most powerful neighbour. Minister for External Affairs S Jaishankar correctly
said last week that India’s neighbourhood policy had to be “more generous” and freed
from bureaucratic reciprocity. With a fresh and more powerful mandate, the Modi gov-
ernment is well placed to do this.

ARTIST OF CONSCIENCE

For Girish Karnad, theatre was about exploring
truth — on stage and off it

IRISH KARNAD, WHO passed away aged 81 in Bengaluru on Monday, was a

man of many parts. He was primarily a playwright, whose path-breaking

plays in Kannada attracted the country’s foremost directors and attracted a

national audience. He was associated with the New Wave in Indian cinema
as a scriptwriter (Samskara), actor (Manthan) and director (Vamshavriksha, Kaadu and
Utsav). On television, we saw him as actor (Malgudi Days) and a science communicator
(Turning Point). All through his life, he sided with the new and the progressive, and spoke
his mind when he felt the foundations of the Republic were under threat.

Politics was the extension of art for Girish Karnad, and art the expression of his politics.
Last September, an ailing Karnad attended a memorial for Gauri Lankesh wearing a plac-
ard that read Me Too Urban Naxal, calling attention to the debasement of language and
politics. That he was allegedly under threat from the criminals who had killed Lankesh,
and before that M M Kalburgi, Govind Pansare and Narendra Dabholkar only made him
more resolute about the need to be vocal about constitutional morality and freedom of
expression. Theatre was an act of conscience for him, and he lived the principle all his life.
Karnad’s early plays, Yayati and Tughlak, which he wrote in his 20s, were powerful com-
mentaries on contemporary India. He drew from history and mythology to express the
growing disillusionment with Nehruvian India. Like Badal Sircar, Habib Tanvir, Vijay
Tendulkar, C N Sreekantan Nair, Kavalam Narayana Panikar, Mohan Rakesh elsewhere,
Karnad too was engaged in the making of an Indian theatre organically linked to its per-
formative traditions. The puranas, myths, the Yakshagana tradition were resources he ex-
plored for themes and subjects. The outcome of this Oxford-educated cosmopolitanintel-
lectual’s involverent with his roots were sharp commentaries on contemporary society.
Form never totally subsumed Karnad, he subverted form and myth to speak the unspeak-
able, the truth. Plays like The Dreams of Tipu Sultan, which retrieved the memory of the
Mysuru sultan from prejudiced eyes to uncover a ruler who had died dreaming of build-
ing a modern state, were nuanced excursions into history and contemporary politics.

Karnad was one of the few representatives of a literary culture that was rooted in the
local language and milieu but confidently engaged with the West and a modernity that
spoke mostly in English. Like his peer, U R Ananthamurthy, Karnad too preferred Kannada,
his mother tongue, for creative pursuits, while speaking to the larger world in English. In
him, India and Bharat were a seamless whole: The politics that emanated from it, natu-
rally, rejected exclusivist narratives.

TIANANMEN’S GHOSTS

Protest in Hong Kong strives to maintain autonomy from
China, its Party-state. Its trajectory is a reminder of a grim past

NYWHERE BETWEEN 2,40,000 and 10,00,000 people took to the streets in

Hong Kong, and clashed with police, protesting a proposed law that will al-

low those facing criminal charges in the former British colony to be extra-

dited to mainland China. The scale of the protests, the largest since Hong
Kong ceased to be a British colony in 1997, is staggering. The hope for retaining the residues
of autonomy it carries vis a vis China is more subdued. For, in the year that marks the 30th
anniversary of the Tiananmen Square protests, the message from the brutal way in which
that movement was crushed remains very much alive.

In the 1980s, a new China had emerged, one which welcomed free trade, where Deng
Xiaoping’s “Socialism with Chinese characteristics” had puritan Marxists wondering
what was left of socialism. That question was answered, with extreme prejudice, when
students and then other sections of society tried to demand democratic reforms to accom-
pany those to the economy. The Communist Party made it clear it was in control, that
free markets can thrive without free people, by killing and injuring thousands. The new
social contract that was put in place in China in the late 1980s seems to have held.

With China’s superpower status and its technological advancement, the mechanisms of
control at the disposal of the state have only become deeper. Since its accession to China, a
condition of which was that Hong Kong would maintain its public institutions, including
courts, the contradiction of a relatively free and prosperous Hong Kong in the Party-controlled
country has remained. The current protests are heartening since they show denizens will
fight to protect their autonomy. But at Tiananmen Square, the writing is still on the wall.
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Giving voice to Girish Karnad
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WORDLY WISE
THE PROBLEM IS BEING PLAYWRIGHT IS THAT
EVERYTHING THAT YOU WRITE IS FOR SOMEONE
ELSE TO SAY. — GirisH KARNAD

Karnad’s art drew energy from India’s syncretic
cultural and historical resources

GITHA HARIHARAN

WHAT DO WE remember a writer for? For
the written work of course; the answer may
seem obvious. But in the case of Girish
Karnad, the obvious falls flat. It remains par-
tial. To describe Girish Karnad as a major
Indian playwright, or a versatile actor, or an
influential intellectual, is simply not enough.
There are other stories we need to pay atten-
tion to if we want to describe, and pay tribute
to,aman who packed the work of many lives
into one life.

Karnad'’s recent involvements may be a
good place to start. The last time I heard
Girish Karnad was in September last year,
when he spoke at a literary meet for toler-
ance in Bengaluru. “Aliterary meet for toler-
ance”— these words say much about the
daunting task Karnad faced, and that all writ-
ers face today. It’s no longer enough for a
writer to struggle in a private space, making
sense, through words and ideas, of the real
world and the world of stories; the past and
its new lives in the present; the little myster-
ies of human relationships, and the larger
terrors of relationships based on power.
More and more it seems, writers also have
to speak on the public stage, even march in
the streets. This is a difficult thing for most
writers to do. But Karnad did it.

He spoke that day, soon after several ac-
tivists were either arrested or hounded with
what he called “fragile, false FIRs” accusing
them of almost anything, from the situation
in Kashmir, to the violence at Bhima
Koregaon, to an assassination plot against the
prime minister. Karnad stood up slowly. A
small tank-like object was strapped to his
waist, sending him oxygen through tubes
connected to his nose. But what he told us
went to the heart of the matter. There’s anew
language among us, he said. The kind of lan-
guage with words like lynching and urban
naxal and anti-nationalist and tukde-tukde.
The kind of language that spawns strange,
horrible or meaningless words, and makes

Whatever he did, whether as
an institutional leader or a
writer or an actor or a public
intellectual, Girish Karnad
lived his chosen narrative.
‘“We must trust the narrative
we have chosen for
ourselves,” he said. ‘Invent
bits if necessary, but go on.’
His plays are, of course, a
part of this narrative. But
there is time to go back to
them, let each yield new
meanings. For now, we need
to remember — and keep
alive, both for our sakes and
in tribute to Karnad — other
parts of his chosen narrative.

them the stuff of everyone’s lives. This new
language distorts politics, the rights of citi-
zens, and their everyday lives — because lan-
guage and action are closely intertwined.
This is something a writer like Karnad knew
well, and he did not shy away from saying it
aloud.

He did not letill health keep him quiet af-
ter that talk either. In April this year, just be-
fore the elections, he was among the writers
who issued an appeal to citizens to vote out
hate politics. He was among the theatre
artistes who called for bigotry, hatred and
apathy to be voted out of power. The election
results tell us that his appeals, and ours, and
our new writerly tasks, are far from done. So
now that he is gone, how do we continue to
hear Girish Karnad? How do we let his rich
voice strengthen ours?

We could begin with the foundation of
his creative efforts: His vital connection to
the many-tongued world of stories he grew
up with, soaking in Marathi theatre,
Yakshagana, myths and tales waiting to be
made sense of afresh. The myth, he said,
“nailed me to my past”. But Karnad’s power-
ful relationship with myth and tale was an
intelligent one. Out of this resource he drew
ways of understanding ourselves in the pres-
ent.In the Prologue to his first play Yayati, he
says, “We turn to ancient lore not because it
offers any blinding revelation or hope of con-
solation, but because it provides fleeting
glimpses of the fears and desires. within us.
It is a good way to get introduced to our-
selves.” But Karnad makes it clear that this
introduction through myth will take us for-
ward, because it is firmly rooted in the pres-
ent, in reason, and in plural ways of seeing:
“Our play this evening deals with an ancient
myth. But, let me rush to explain, it is not a
‘mythological’. Heaven forbid! A mytholog-
ical aims to plunge us into the sentiment of
devotion... Our play has no gods.”

We can continue hearing Karnad by re-

calling his connection to the legacy of men-
tors such as D R Bendre and V K Gokak who
nurtured open discussion, and a sense of
community in creative endeavour. We can
remember them once again in a time that
name-calls intellectuals and crushes their
questions. We can recall Karnad’s memory
of a cultural centre such as Dharwad — a pre-
cious memory in a time when Dharwad has
become infamous for the assassination of the
scholar M M Kalburgi. Again, in a time when
institutions are crumbling under assault, we
can remember Karnad’s efforts at strength-
ening public institutions such as the Sangeet
Natak Akademi in Delhi, the Film and
Television Institute of India in Pune, and the
Nehru Centre in London.

Whatever he did, whether as an institu-
tional leader or a writer or an actor or a pub-
lic intellectual, Girish Karnad lived his cho-
sen narrative. “We must trust the narrative
we have chosen for ourselves,” he said.
“Invent bits if necessary, but go on.” His plays
are, of course, a part of this narrative. But
there is time to go back to them, let each yield
new meanings. For now, we need to remem-
ber — and keep alive, both for our sakes and
in tribute to Karnad — other parts of his cho-
sen narrative. These, taken together, make a
narrative with creative and intelligent links
with our syncretic cultural and historical re-
sources. It’s a narrative that includes large
numbers of people speaking in different lan-
guages, many of them speaking words of dis-
sent. It’s a narrative that returns writers,
readers and citizens to the centrestage where
they belong, so that they may learn, teach
and live what freedom of expression really
means. This is the modern narrative we must
continue to be part of, not necessarily in
Karnad’s voice, but in our own.

The writer is a founder member of the Indian
Writers’ Forum. Her latest work of fiction is |
have become the tide

A NEW INDIA FOR FARMERS

PM should use majority in Lok Sabha to ensure delivery of agriculture programmes

AJAY VIR JAKHAR

AFTER HALF A century, India is under a ma-
jor locust attack from breeding grounds in
Balochistan, Pakistan. Other international
tidings are also not favourable for Indian
farmers. In 2014, crude prices had hit rock
bottom and the government received a bo-
nanza of a few lakh crore. Circumstances
have changed today: India’s finances are in
a perilous state and we face the spectre of a
drought. The escalation of the US-China trade
dispute is pushing the world towards a pro-
longed economic stagnation. President
Donald Trump is also engineering a conflict
in the strait of Hormuz to jack up crude
prices. Not only are we not prepared to take
advantage of the conflict but we must also
brace up for the inevitable collateral damage
to our economy.

In the aftermath of the imposition of du-
ties on US agriculture produce by China,
there are fears that the US government will
pressure India to import US agriculture com-
modities like livestock feed, chicken and milk
products — and, the country will succumb to
such pressure. On the eastern front, the com-
merce ministry is all prepared to sign the
Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP), which will commit the
country to become a gateway for Asian agri-
culture imports. We are also being sucked
into a similar treaty with the EU.

We could have survived the academi-
cians who predict tomorrow based on yes-
terday or the economists who torture unsub-
stantiated data to produce counterfactuals.
But now all these combine with a system that
fails to value climate change-related exter-
nalities. Besides, they also persist with the

I take solace in the belief that
the Bharatiya Kisan Sangh
and Swadeshi Jagran Manch,
(affiliates of the RSS) can
pressure the government for
some sort of import ring-
fencing. Unlike other
organisations, the RSS-
affiliates are not under the
tyranny of experts and are
committed to improving
livelihoods. But no more

can they hide in the shadows
and escape scrutiny; blame
will be heaped upon them for
not being able to stop
policies that are antagonistic
to farmers.

GDP-led policy modelling. All this is literally
killing us.

The government's inflation-targeting pri-
orities obviate all possibilities of it passing all
of the escalating costs (diesel, LPG, food) to
the consumers. But the axe must fall some-
where; the complexities in MSP procure-
ment and fertiliser prices will compound the
morass of stagnating food prices. “PM Kisan”
is a wonderful initiative of the government,
but there is apprehension that it may be
funded by withdrawing resources from ex-
isting agriculture initiatives and pro-
grammes. Farmers have shown repeatedly
that they are easily distracted from livelihood
issues. They must now be prepared for a pre-
carious future.

I, however, take solace in the belief that
the Bharatiya Kisan Sangh and Swadeshi
Jagran Manch, (affiliates of the RSS) can pres-
sure the government for some sort of import
ring-fencing. Unlike other organisations, the
RSS-affiliates are not under the tyranny of
experts and are committed to improving
livelihoods. But no more can they hide in the
shadows and escape scrutiny; blame will be
heaped upon them for not being able to stop
policies that are antagonistic to farmers. Like
the Congress Party, the establishment will
soon realise toits own peril that rhetoric can
only take one so far when there is no change
on the ground — and that the future arrives
in unexpected ways.

Having noticed the big chasm between
his vision and delivery, the PM has dropped
nearly two-thirds of the members of his last
council of ministers, including the minister
for agriculture and farmer welfare. Now he

should use the brute parliamentary major-
ity, not for more disruptions but to ensure
delivery. Governments, notorious for rolling
out policies that can’t be implemented, gen-
erate truckloads of paperwork but are loathe
to document failure. Till such time the sys-
tem doesn’t record failure and establish ac-
countability, framing new policies would be
like playing a game of dice. For example, the
policy on food parks has failed and private
investments in the agriculture value chain
remain elusive. The bureaucracy, having
only dealt in food shortages, is clueless on
how to respond to food surpluses and fluc-
tuations while farmers have been quick to
respond to market signals. This has created
new problems, which lead to unprece-
dented number of farmer agitations and sui-
cides. Industry associations and newspaper
editorials have been offering flawed mar-
ket-oriented farm solutions. These only
muddy the waters.

Only the PM has the capacity to continu-
ally reinvent himself and take on the fringe
elements in society. To improve farmer liveli-
hoods, it’s absolutely essential to quickly re-
solve issues of the animal husbandry sector.
Incidentally, 80 per cent of the stray cattle on
the roads today are Holstein, Jersey and ba-
sically crossbreeds. A clear distinction can be
made between these foreign breeds and the
pure desi (gau mata) breeds. It is time to ad-
vocate and fix problems within the political
and ideological space available to the BJP. This
is how the New India can be visualised.

The writer is chairman,
Bharat Krishak Samaj
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PM IN TASHKENT

PRIME MINISTER MORARJI Desai arrived in
Tashkent on the way to Moscow where he
will have talks with Soviet leaders on awide
range of subjects important to both Indiaand
the Soviet Union. Available information sug-
gests that Desai and the Soviet leaders will
devote considerable time to discussing the
situation in the region beginning from West
Asia to Kampuchea and Vietnam. Desai and
Leonid Brezhnev will review the develop-
ments in South Asia, including Afghanistan.
India does not want to dominate the region
and is committed to the development of eq-
uitable relations between sovereign inde-
pendent nations, Desai said. Invoking the

spirit of Tashkent — of conciliation and har-
mony — at his banquet speech in his honour,
he said: “Our effort is to create an atmos-
phere of cooperative endeavour and trust.”

SPLIT IMMINENT

WITH THE MEETING of Karnataka’s District
Congress Committee presidents and general
secretaries openly daring the party high
command to act on the PCC presidentship is-
sue through a resolution which leaves noth-
ing to one’simagination, animminent splitin
the party and consequent developments on
a split in the party at the national level have
become imminent. The chief minister and
state Congress-I chief, Devaraj Urs, has

thrown the gauntlet with this meeting. It is
now entirely up to Indira Gandhi, the
Congress-I president, to accept it or not.

DUAL MEMBERSHIP

RA] NARAIN, JANATA Party MP, demanded
the resignation of Atal Bihari Vajpayee and L
K Advani from the Union cabinet. He said
they had “violated the party constitution by
holding dual membership of the Janata Party
and the RSS”. He said the Janata Party con-
stitution barred those associated with areli-
gious or acommunal organisations from be-
coming members. He said the RSS was not
only acommunal organisation but also a fas-
cist one.
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India’s GDP growth: New
evidence for fresh beginnings

Methodological changes have led to overestimating GDP growth by 2.5 percentage
points per year between 2011-12 and 2016-17. Actual growth is around 4.5 per cent

ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN

THE PROMISE OF democracy is the periodic
opportunity it creates for fresh beginnings. A
government re-elected with such a resound-
ing mandate should continue with the suc-
cessful aspects of its economic policies. The
most notable has been promoting economic
inclusion via the public provision of essential
private goods and services, including toilets,
housing, power, cooking gas, bank accounts,
emergency medical assistance, and now a ba-
sicincome for all farmers.

But that mandate should also embolden
change in other aspects, based on new evi-
dence and fresh understanding. My new re-
search (available at: https://www.hks.har-
vard.edu/centers/cid/publications/faculty-wo
rking-papers/india-gdp-overestimate) sug-
gests that post-global financial crisis, the heady
narrative of a guns-blazing India — that statis-
ticians led us to believe — may have to cede to
a more realistic one of an economy growing
solidly but not spectacularly.

My results indicate that methodological
changes led to GDP growth being overstated
by about 2.5 percentage points per year be-
tween 2011-12 and 2016-17, a period that
spans both UPA and NDA governments.
Official estimates place average annual growth
for this period at about 7 per cent. Actual
growth may have been about 4.5 per cent,
with a 95 per cent confidence interval of 3.5
to 5.5 per cent.

Afewimportant clarifications. Much of the
recent commentary has portrayed these cha-
nges as political, since they were announced
late in 2014 after the NDA-2 government came
into power, and because there have been other,
more recent GDP controversies, such as the
back-casting exercise, and puzzling upward
revisions for the most recent years. But the
methodological changes, which did not orig-
inate from the politicians, must be distin-
guished from these recent controversies. The
substantive work was done by technocrats,
and largely under the UPA-2 government.

Moreover, the effort was desirable, both to
expand the data for GDP estimation and to
move toamethodology more suited for a tech-
nologically advancing, dynamiceconomy. The
non-politicised nature of the changes can be
seen from the fact that the new estimates
bumped up growth for 2013-14, the last year
of the UPA-2 government.

The research paper provides a variety of
evidence on mis-estimation, but hereI discuss
two strands. First, [ compile 17 key indicators
for the period 2001-02 to 2017-18 that are typ-
ically correlated with GDP growth: Electricity
consumption, two-wheeler sales, commercial
vehicle sales, tractor sales, airline passenger
traffic, foreign tourist arrivals, railway freight
traffic, index of industrial production (IIP), IIP
(manufacturing), IIP (consumer goods), petro-
leum, cement, steel, overall real credit, real
credit to industry, and exports and imports of
goods and services. These indicators are also
chosen because they are mostly produced in-
dependently of the CSO.

Second, I compare India with other coun-
tries. For a sample of 71 high and middle in-
come countries, I estimate a relationship be-
tween a set of indicators and GDP growth for
the pre and post-2011 periods. The indica-
tors chosen (credit, exports, imports and
electricity) are simple, reliable, and typically
not produced by the agency that estimates
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GDP. This relationship is captured by the up-
ward-sloping line in Figure 2. The line shows
the growth predicted by the indicators (hor-
izontal axis) and what is officially reported
(vertical axis).

Inthe first period, the India data point (red)
isbangontheline, indicating that itisanormal
country: India’s reported GDP growth is con-
sistent with the cross-country relationship.
However, in the second period the India data
point (blue) is well above the line, implying
thatits GDP growth is much greater than what
would be predicted by the cross-country re-
lationship — by over 2.5 percentage points per
year. This shifting pattern across the two peri-
ods — India being normal in the first, but an
outlier in the second — is a robust result, not
depending on samples, indicators, or estima-
tion procedures.

Reproducing the detailed methodology un-
derlying the GDP estimates is impossible for
outside researchers, soitis difficult to trace the
source of the problem. But we can locate one
sector where the mis-measurement seems
particularly severe, namely formal manufac-
turing. Before 2011, formal manufacturing
value added from the national income ac-
counts moved closely with [IP (Mfg.) and with
manufacturing exports. But afterward the cor-
relations turn strongly and bizarrely negative.

Further research, building on this paper
will surely uncover further insights. Accor-
dingly, [ will soon make the data and codes un-
derlying this paper public for further analysis.

What are the implications of these find-
ings? Growth estimates matter not just for
reputational reasons but critically for internal
policy-making. The new evidence implies that
both monetary and fiscal policies over the last
years were overly tight from a cyclical perspec-
tive. For example, interest rates may have been
too high, by as much as 150 basis points. The
Indian policy automobile has been navigated
with a faulty, possibly broken, speedometer.

In addition, inaccurate statistics on the
economy’s health dampen the impetus for
reform. For example, had it been known
that India’s GDP growth was actually 4.5 per

Growth estimates matter not
just for reputational reasons
but critically for internal
policy-making. The new
evidence implies that both
monetary and fiscal policies
over the last years were
overly tight from a cyclical
perspective. For example,
interest rates may have been
too high, by as much as

150 basis points. The

Indian policy automobile
has been navigated

with a faulty, possibly
broken, speedometer.
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cent, the urgency to act on the banking sys-
tem or on agricultural challenges may have
been greater.

Most important, restoring growth must
be the key policy objective. Policy discourse
recently has focused on employment, agri-
culture and redistribution more broadly. The
popular narrative has been one of “jobless
growth”, hinting at a disconnect between
fundamental dynamism and key outcomes.
In reality, weak job growth and acute finan-
cial sector stress may have simply stemmed
from modest GDP growth. Going forward,
there must be reform urgency stemming
from the new knowledge that growth has
been tepid, not torrid; And from recognising
that growth of 4.5 per cent will make the gov-
ernment’s laudable inclusion agenda diffi-
cult to sustain fiscally.

Another obvious implication is that GDP
estimation inits entirety mustbe revisited by
an independent task force, comprising both
national and international experts, statisti-
cians, macro-economists and policy users.
Indeed, this revisiting may throw up exciting,
new opportunities, such as using the large
amounts of transactions-level GST data that
is now being generated, to estimate — for the
first time in India — expenditure-based esti-
mates of GDP.

Finally, the question will arise as to my role
on thisissue while Iwas CEA. Throughout my
tenure, my team and I grappled with conflict-
ing economic data. We raised these doubts
frequently within government, and publicly
articulated these in a measured manner in
government documents, especially the
Economic Survey of July 2017. But the time
and space afforded by being outside govern-
ment were necessary to undertake months
of very detailed research, including subject-
ing it to careful scrutiny and cross-checking
by numerous colleagues, to generate robust
evidence.

To this new evidence we must turn collec-
tively and constructively.

The writer is former Chief Economic Adviser

His empire of dirt

Rafael Nadal embodies the French Open and clay-court tennis

(GAURAV BHATT

MINUTES AFTER RAFAEL Nadal had won the
French Open on Sunday night, the Wikipedia
entry of the tournament had been edited to
read: “French Open is a major tennis tourna-
ment held over two weeks at the Stade Roland-
Garros in Paris, beginning in late May and end-
ing after Rafael Nadal kisses the trophy.”

Death, taxes and Rafa winning at Roland
Garros. Barring two blips, the adage has
stayed true for 15 years.

Mind you, this is not the Roland Garros of
2005. The 90-year-old showpiece Court
Philippe Chatrier was demolished last year,
rebuilt and will have a roof over it for next
year’s event. The Court No. 1, lovingly called
the “Bullring” for its brutal, intimate setting,
won’t be as fortunate. The amphitheatre
where Mary Jo Fernandez survived five
match points to beat Gabriela Sabatini and
unseeded Gustavo Kuerten stunned Thomas
Muster en route to an unexpected Grand
Slam title will make way for a spectators’
lawn. An ode to the changing times, the last
match in the Bullring — site of the 18-year-
old matador Nadal’s tournament debut —

was an eSports contest.

More understandably, this isn’t the Rafael
Nadal of 2005. The once thick and lustrous
mane is now thinning. The legs, which ran
this game of millimetres and milliseconds,
are slowing down. From the belligerent
prodigy, a thorn in the side of Roger Federer
and his fans, Nadal evolved into a larger-
than-life figure terrorising tennis players on
the red dirt. He was the phantom and the
French Open his opera.

But Nadal had never looked more mortal
than during Sunday’s final.

In the early goings, Dominic Thiem out-
Nadaled Nadal. The 6-3 opening set never
told the whole story, and the 5-7 loss in the
second confirmed the suspicion: That trusty
old baseline was betraying the Spaniard, who
lost the majority of the long rallies from back
of the court. The young Rafa would have gone
blow-for-blow. This wily 33-year-old cut ral-
lies short and rushed to the net. Thiem never
recovered from the adrenaline dump of tak-
ing a set off Nadal in a French Open final —
the latter took it as a sleight and fired up.

On Friday, this newspaper explained how
Nadal’s superior mobility accentuates his
strengths on clay. But the mental fortitude or
pain threshold is a lot tougher to break down.
This is a man who contested a Grand Slam fi-
nal withablister on his hand the size of aRs 10
coin. Aman who, according to his uncle Toni,
has been “living with pain and painkillers
since 2005”. Nadal characteristically shrugged
off the recurring knee tendinitis and foot trou-
bles during the worst start to his clay seasonin
years. And that made his admission of self-
doubt all the more refreshing.

“I'have had a very difficult year with alot
of physical problems. One month ago, I did-
n't even know (if)  would be here,” he said
after the final. “Ilost a little bit of that energy
because I had too many issues in a row... Is
tough when you receive one, then another.”

With 12 French Opentitles, Nadal has now
doubled Bjorn Borg’s haul at Roland Garros
and quadrupled Ivan Lendl, Mats Wilander
and Gustavo Kuerten'’s. The shrinking clay
season has added to the homogeneous na-
ture of modern tennis, and it remains hard to

foresee a pretender to the throne. There’s a
fear that Nadal’s imminent exit would fur-
ther devalue clay and leave the men’s field re-
sembling the women'’s free-for-all.

As for Thiem, the one top clay-court spe-
cialist remaining, his time is sure to come.
The 25-year-old has four wins over Nadal on
the surface. The last two French Open finals
had shades of Wimbledon circa mid-2000s,
when Nadal stormed Federer’s bastion,
stretching him to four sets in 2006, to five in
2007 and dethroning the Swiss in 2008.

Nadal embodies the identity of French
Open and clay tennis, and his latest triumph
should be celebrated as such. But we should
also start preparing for the day he fades from
view. YouTube is littered with Nadal mon-
tages, set to orchestral scores and electro mu-
sic. Someone should upload the highlights
of Sunday’s final against Thiem, set to Johnny
Cash’s rendition of Hurt.

Andyou could haveit all/ My empire of dirt/l
will let you downy/I will make you hurt.

gaurav.bhatt@expressindia.com
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“Jeremy Corbyn’s strategy has been successful. Tory leadership candidates will
have to find a Brexit solution that honestly confronts its drawbacks.”

— THE GUARDIAN

India and the Sino-
Russian alliance

The strengthening of ties between Russia and
China present a challenge to Delhi. But it is better
prepared than most to play the new Great Game

X

RAajAa MANDALA

BY C RAjJA MOHAN

other Western countries”.

In a major development last week, a US
warship nearly collided with a Russian naval
vessel in the Western Pacific. US officials are
surprised by the fact that the Russian navy is
willing to confront the US forces near the
Chinese waters. Itis quite common for Russia
to challenge any American naval forays in
and near the seas around it.

Thelatestincident is seen in Washington
as a Russian move to support the Chinese
naval forces that are locked in an escalating

confrontation with the US in the South China

AS PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi heads
this week to the summit of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation, the media in-
terest is riveted on what might or might
not happen between him and Pakistan’s
Imran Khan. Modi, though, might have
other things at the top of his mind — the
unfolding alliance between Russia and
China and what it might mean for India’s
international relations.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Chinese leader Xi Jinping are coming to the
SCO summitin Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, afteran
expansive celebration of their alliance in
Moscow and St Petersburg last week. Putin
has declared that the partnership with China
hasrisen to “unprecedented levels”. Chinese
media is describing the current phase as the
“golden age” in relations with Russia.

That the Sino-Russian alliance is being
framed as a counter to the United States
makes it that much more complicated for
Indian diplomacy. Navigating the rivalry be-
tween the great powers remains the biggest
challenge for India’s foreign policy during
Modi’s second term.

During the first term, he could simply
build on the possibilities with all the major
powers that he had inherited from his pred-
ecessors since the end of the Cold War. That
period of relative harmony between major
powers has ended. Making matters more
complicated for Indiais the fact thereis bet-
ting on where the triangular dynamic might
eventually settle down.

Moscow and Beijing are eager to limit the
USinfluence in what they see as their back-
yard — inner Eurasia for Russia and the west-
ern Pacific for China. They are eager to assist
each other’s contestation with America,
while limiting the many real contradictions
between themselves.

For years, the US policymakers dis-
missed the prospects for an enduring al-
liance between Russia and China. They in-
sisted that the convergence between
Moscow and Beijing was at best tactical.
Many in Washington are wondering if that
assessment needs to be revised amidst the
tightening strategic embrace between
Putin and Xi.

“China and Russia will presenta wide va-
riety of economic, political, counterintelli-
gence, military, and diplomatic challenges
to the United States and its allies. We antic-
ipate that they will collaborate to counter US
objectives,” according to the USintelligence
community’s 2019 Worldwide Threat
Assessment report presented to the US
Senate earlier this year. The report went on
to say that China and Russia were “expand-
ing cooperation with each other and through
international bodies to shape global rules
and standards to their benefit and presenta
counterweight to the United States and

Sea and the Western Pacific. Chinese forces
too are beginning to turn up in the zones of
contestation between Russia and its
European neighbours.

Many in the US blame Washington for
pushing China and Russia closer, by embark-
ing on simultaneous confrontation with
both of them. Although the US’s quarrels
with Russia and China began well before
Donald Trump’s presidency, they have in-
tensified in the last two years. To be sure,
Trump wants to improve ties with Russia,
but the domestic political dynamic in
Washington centred on Moscow’s alleged
interference in the 2016 elections has lim-
ited his room for manoeuvre on Russia.

The US, however, may have its own rea-
sons in believing that it can take on Russia
and China at the same time. Trump is
aware that both Putin and Xi are very ea-
ger for their own separate deals with the
US and that he can change the triangular
dynamic at will. In any event, Trump is not
only driving America’s potential adver-
saries towards each other, but is also chal-
lenging Washington’s long-standing allies
in Europe and Asia.

The US is quite clearly reformatting its
foreign policy basics under Trump. India is
in a very different situation. As the weak-
est of the major powers, Delhi is far more
sensitive to any realignments among great
powers. Further, Delhi has a longer mem-
ory of the Sino-Russian relationship than
most other nations — of the “Red alliance”
between Russian and Chinese communists
in the 1950s, their breakup in the 1960s,
their confrontation in the 1970s and the
rapprochement since the late 1980s.

Like Washington, Delhi too might have
underestimated the prospects for a deeper
alliance between Moscow and Beijing. Delhi
canno longer make light of the implications
of the emerging Sino-Russian alliance for
India’s engagement with other powers, es-
pecially the US, and the regional conse-
quences for India’s neighbourhood, espe-
cially the Af-Pak region.

But there is little reason for panic. Modi
arrives for his meetings with Putinand Xi as
a stronger leader after the elections. He is
conscious of India’s own limited but not in-
significant leverages. As his foreign minister
S Jaishankar put it the other day, “in every
clash, there is an opportunity”. The policy
challenge, according to Jaishankar, is to
“manage the risks and maximise the oppor-
tunities”. Delhi appears better prepared than
most capitals to play the new Great Game
between Russia, China and America.

The writer is director, Institute of South Asian
Studies, National University of Singapore

and contributing editor on international
affairs for The Indian Express

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LISTEN TO FARMERS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The farm-
factory connect’ (IE, June 10). It is time
toacknowledge that governance failure
and bureaucratic hurdles are reasons
for the agrarian crisis. Sound farm-
friendly policies are required to increase
productivity in agriculture, which in
turn would combat the negative debt-
repayment capacity of the farmers. For
that, ‘Ease of doing Farming’ must be in-
troduced, along the lines of Ease of
Doing Business.

Divya Singla, Patiala

UP’S TYRANNY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Lucknow’s long arm’ (IE, June 10). The
misuse of powers by elected govern-
ments against media and common
people is worrying. The BJP gained sym-
pathy when the party’s functionary in
Kolkata was arrested by the West
Bengal government but within a few
days the party has proved that it is no
different. It's time that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi condemn such acts.
Ashok Goswami, Mumbai

SPORTS AS OPIUM

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Champions
get a masterclass’ (IE, 10 June ‘19). The
Oval, during the India-Australia cricket
match, reportedly resembled a sea of
blues while, though thereis a fairly large
Australian population in London. This

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.
Letter writers should
mention their postal
address and phone number.

THE WINNER RECEIVES
SELECT EXPRESS
PUBLICATIONS

indicates that sports as a passive means
of recreation thrives in India as
nowhere else. Sporting events, replete
with advertising, showcase con-
sumerism in recreation. American
thinker Noam Chomsky’s words are
apt: ‘Sports..offers people something to
pay attention to that is of no impor-
tance. It keeps them from worrying
about things that matter to their lives”.

Subhamay Ray, Kolkata




Striking a balance

The RBI's nuanced approach in the revised
circular on stressed assets is noteworthy

he efforts of the Reserve Bank of India to clean up
Tthe non-performing loans mess in the banking

system suffered a setback in April when the Su-
preme Court shot down its circular of February 12,
2018, terming it ultra vires. Version 2.0 of the circular,
titled “Prudential Framework for Resolution of Stressed
Assets”, issued by the central bank on June 7, manages
to retain the spirit of the original version even while ac-
commodating the concerns of banks and borrowers.
The RBI has achieved a good balance between its objec-
tive of forcing a resolution of stricken assets and giving
banks the elbow room to draw up a resolution within a
set timeframe without resorting to the bankruptcy pro-
cess. Banks will now have a review period of 30 days af-
ter a borrower defaults to decide on the resolution stra-
tegy, as compared to the one-day norm earlier. They
will also have the freedom to decide whether or not to
drag a defaulter to the insolvency court if resolution
does not take place within 180 days of default. Banks
had no such option earlier. By making an Inter Creditor
Agreement between lenders mandatory, the RBI has
ensured that they will speak in one voice, while the con-
dition that dissenting lenders should not get less than
the liquidation value puts a floor on recovery from the
resolution process.

The RBI’s nuanced approach now is noteworthy.
There will be disincentives in the form of additional
provision of 20% to be made by banks if a resolution is
not achieved within 180 days and a further additional
provision of 15% if this extends to a year. If that is the
stick, the carrot is that they can write back half of the
additional provision once a reference is made to the in-
solvency court and the remaining half can also be
clawed back by banks if the reference is admitted for in-
solvency resolution. This approach will give banks the
freedom to explore all options before referring a defaul-
ter to the insolvency process. Instead of treating banks
like truant schoolchildren who need to be disciplined
with the stick, the RBI has graduated to treating them
like responsible adults who know what is good for them
when it comes to handling defaulters. Of course, the
RBI was forced to wield the stick originally only because
banks resorted to evergreening loans and pushing NPAs
under the carpet. It is to be hoped that they will now
uphold the trust placed in them by the RBI. The central
bank, anyway, retains the right to direct banks to in-
itiate insolvency proceedings in specific cases by draw-
ing on its powers under Section 35AA of the Banking
Regulation Act. Meanwhile, the government has to as-
sess what ails the insolvency resolution process, which
has got bogged down in the case of several high-profile
defaulters, beginning with Essar Steel. The delays in re-
solution are not good optics, and the gaps that defaul-
ters typically use to subvert the process must be
plugged. Ultimately, the RBI’s efforts will be negated if
banks, put off by the long delays in the resolution pro-
cess, choose not to refer cases to the insolvency court.

A dozen in one

Nadal burnishes his greatness in an era of
greats with a record at the French Open

oy Emerson’s record for most Grand Slam titles
won by a male singles player stood for a good 33

years. It was in the summer of 1967 that he won
the last of his 12 trophies and only in 2000 did Pete
Sampras surpass it. But little did anybody expect a man
to rack up an equivalent number at just one Major, let
alone in a span of just 15 years. On the Parisian clay on
Sunday, Rafael Nadal did just that, capturing his 12th
French Open and 18th Major overall. This is an era in
which along with Nadal, Roger Federer, the all-time
leader in Majors (20), and Novak Djokovic (15), have ta-
ken turns to relentlessly redefine the limits of greatness.
But even by those exalted standards, Nadal’s achieve-
ment is unparalleled. His record at Roland-Garros is a
whopping 93-2, and he has bagged more trophies there
than any man or woman has at a single Grand Slam. The
victory didn’t come easy; he had to overcome a spirited
Dominic Thiem, widely touted, and quite rightly, as the
Spaniard’s heir apparent on the surface. The 25-year-
old Austrian had in fact beaten Nadal on dirt in each of
the last four seasons and was a much improved player
from the time he lost the 2018 final. But the challenge of
mastering a physically fit and mentally sharp Nadal is
beyond most.

The triumph also came on the back of a testing few
months for Nadal. The 33-year-old ended 2018 under
the cloud of injury and had to endure a deflating loss to
Djokovic in the final of the Australian Open this January.
In the lead-up to the French Open, he was on the cusp
of not making a final on his beloved clay for the first
time since 2004, until he put together a winning streak
at the Italian Open. But once in Paris, he was a trans-
formed man and turned in what could arguably be his
most complete performance. From the backcourt he
displayed the kind of athleticism and shot-making that
belied his age. Federer bore the brunt of it as he suc-
cumbed in straight sets in the semifinals. His play in the
forecourt, an underrated part of his game, was lethal,
coming in only for the assured kill, as the 23 out of 27
points won at the net against Thiem indicates. Even as
Nadal established himself as a near constant among
men, the women’s game threw up yet another surprise
winner, this time in Australia’s Ashleigh Barty. The 23-
year-old’s style is delightfully old-school, with a beauti-
fully constructed point preferred to murderous first-
strike tennis. Combined with a ruthless calm, she com-
pletely unnerved the 19-year-old Marketa Vondrousova
on Saturday to end her nation’s long wait for a new slam
champion.
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Foreign policy challenges five years later

In an unpredictable global environment and with resource constraints, India needs to shape a domestic consensus

RAKESH SOOD

s Prime Minister Narendra
AModi begins his second

term, the world looks more
disorderly in 2019 than was the
case five years ago. U.S. President
Donald Trump’s election and the
new dose of unpredictability in
U.S. policy pronouncements; the
trade war between the U.S. and
China which is becoming a tech-
nology war; Brexit and the Euro-
pean Union’s internal preoccupa-
tions; erosion of U.S.-Russia arms
control agreements and the likeli-
hood of a new arms race covering
nuclear, space and cyber domains;
the U.S.’s withdrawal from the Iran
nuclear deal and growing tensions
between Saudi Arabia and Iran are
some of the developments that
add to the complexity of India’s
principal foreign policy challenge
of dealing with the rise of China.

Redefining neighbourhood
As in 2014, in 2019 too Mr. Modi
began his term with a neighbour-
hood focus but redefined it. In
2014, all South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
leaders had been invited for the
swearing-in. However, the SAARC
spirit soon evaporated, and after
the Uri attack in 2016, India’s
stance affected the convening of
the SAARC summit in Islamabad.
Since an invitation to Pakistan was
out of the question, leaders from
the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Mul-
ti-Sectoral Technical and Econom-
ic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) coun-
tries (Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal,
Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand)
with Kyrgyzstan, added as current
Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion chair, highlighted a new
neighbourhood emphasis.

Yet Mr. Modi will find it difficult
to ignore Pakistan. A terrorist at-
tacks cannot be ruled out and it

would attract kinetic retaliation.
Despite good planning there is al-
ways the risk of unintended esca-
lation as Balakot (this year) and
the downing of an Indian Air Force
(IAF) MiG-21 showed. In the ab-
sence of communication channels
between India and Pakistan, it ap-
pears that the U.S., Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates
played a role in ensuring the quick
release of the IAF pilot, Wg. Cdr.
Abhinandan Varthaman, thereby
defusing the situation. Unless the
Modi government wants to out-
source crisis management to ex-
ternal players, it may be better to
have some kind of ongoing dia-
logue between the two countries.
This could be low-key and dis-
creet, at whatever level considered
appropriate, as long as no undue
expectations are generated. A pol-
icy in-between diplo-hugs and no-
communication provides both
nuance and leverage.

Relations with countries on our
periphery, irrespective of how we
define our neighbourhood, will al-
ways be complex and need deft
political management. Translating
India’s natural weight in the region
into influence was easier in a pre-
globalised world and before China
emerged in its assertive avatar. To-
day, it is more complex and play-
ing favourites in the domestic pol-
itics of neighbours is a blunt
instrument that may only be em-
ployed, in the last resort; and if
employed it cannot be seen to fail.
Since that may be difficult to en-
sure, it is preferable to work on the
basis of generating broad-based
consent rather than dominance.

This necessitates using multi-
pronged diplomatic efforts and be-
ing generous as the larger econo-
my. It also needs a more confident
and coordinated approach in han-
dling neighbourhood organisa-
tions — SAARC, BIMSTEC, the Ban-
gladesh, the Bhutan, India, Nepal
Initiative, the Bangladesh-China-
India-Myanmar Forum for Region-
al Cooperation, the Indian Ocean
Rim Association. This should be
preferably in tandem with bilater-
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alism because our bilateral rela-
tions provide us with significant
advantages. With all our neigh-
bours, ties of kinship, culture and
language among the people strad-
dle boundaries, making the role of
governments in States bordering
neighbours vital in fostering closer
linkages. This means investing at-
tention in State governments, both
at the political and bureaucratic le-
vels.

Managing China and the U.S.
China will remain the most impor-
tant issue, as in 2014. Then, Mr.
Modi went along with the old poli-
cy since the Rajiv Gandhi period
that focussed on growing econom-
ic, commercial and cultural rela-
tions while managing the diffe-
rences on the boundary dispute
through dialogue and confidence-
building measures, in the expecta-
tion that this would create a more
conducive environment for even-
tual negotiations. Underlying this
was a tacit assumption that with
time, India would be better placed
to secure a satisfactory outcome. It
has been apparent for over a de-
cade that the trajectories were
moving in the opposite direction
and the gap between the two was
widening. For Mr. Modi, the Dok-
lam stand-off was a rude reminder
of the reality that the tacit assump-
tion behind the policy followed for
three decades could no longer be
sustained.

The informal summit in Wuhan
restored a semblance of calm but
does not address the long-term im-
plications of the growing gap bet-
ween the two countries. Mean-
while, there is the growing
strategic rivalry between the U.S.
and China unfolding on our door-

The script writer of culture

Through his plays and their performances, Girish Karnad's work interrogated our deepest beliefs about the idea of India

UMA MAHADEVAN-DASGUPTA

66 was twenty-one when I
Icame to Daulatabad first,
and built this fort,” says Mu-
hammad Tughlag to a young
guard in Girish Karnad’s play of
the same name. “I supervised the
placing of every brick in it and I
said to myself, one day I shall build
my own history like this, brick by
brick.”

But the fundamental lesson of
Karnad’s work, and its tragic vi-
sion, is that individual histories
are not built in this way. Individual
histories are directed both by
heart and mind, by the desire to
leave a legacy — but also, inevita-
bly, by the desire to hold on to
power.

Set in a vibrant age

Karnad’s first play, Yayati (1961),
written when he was in Oxford,
was about the theme of responsi-
bility. “Those of us writing in the
Kannada Navya movement of the
time can still remember the excite-

ment when we first read it in 1961,”
remarked U.R. Ananthamurthy fa-
mously. In 1971, he wrote the intro-
duction to the Oxford University
Press translation of Karnad’s se-
cond play, Tughlaq (1964).

Those were the exciting years of
a new and modern Indian theatre,
with Badal Sircar writing in Benga-
li, Vijay Tendulkar in Marathi, and
Mohan Rakesh in Hindi.

Both through the pages of his
plays, and through their powerful,
unforgettable performances
staged by legendary directors such
as Alkazi, B.V. Karanth, Satyadev
Dubey, Vijaya Mehta and Prasan-
na, Karnad’s work interrogated
our deepest beliefs about the idea
of India.

Karnad’s death, at the age of 81,
is a loss to the world of modern In-
dian theatre and literature. It is al-
so the loss of a towering public in-
tellectual who was not afraid to
speak his mind, whether about the
prejudices of fellow writer V.S.
Naipaul, or to attend a public prot-
est, carrying his oxygen cylinder,
after the killing of Gauri Lankesh.

Karnad was born in Matheran,
near Bombay, in 1938. His mother,
Krishnabai, was a pathbreaker
herself: a young widow with a
child who trained as a nurse and
eventually married Raghunath, a
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doctor. As a child, Girish grew up
watching Yakshagana performanc-
es in the hill town of Sirsi, in Kar-
nataka’s wet and forested Malnad
region. Perhaps it was here that
his theatrical sensibility was born;
perhaps it was this early expe-
rience that made him choose
playwriting, rather than poetry,
fiction or art.

After obtaining his degree from
Karnatak University, Dharwad in
1958, he went to Oxford as a
Rhodes Scholar between 1960 and
1963, where he became President
of the Oxford Union. Unlike others
of the period who chose to go
westward, he chose to return to
India, working in Chennai for the
Oxford University Press, where he
met his future wife, the paediatri-
cian, Saraswathy Ganapathy
(Saras).

Much has been written about
Karnad’s creative collaborations
with B.V. Karanth, A.K. Ramanu-

step. We no longer have the luxury
of distance to be non-aligned. At
the same time, the U.S. is a fickle
partner and never has it been
more unpredictable than at pre-
sent.

In 2014, Mr. Modi displayed un-
usual pragmatism in building
upon a relationship that had stea-
dily grown under the previous re-
gimes, after the nuclear tests in
1998. The newly appointed Exter-
nal Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar,
had played a key role as the then
Ambassador in Washington. Later,
as Foreign Secretary, he success-
fully navigated the transition from
the Obama administration to the
Trump administration while keep-
ing the relationship on an upward
trajectory.

Despite this, a number of issues
have emerged that need urgent at-
tention. As part of its policy on
tightening sanctions pressure on
Iran, the U.S. has terminated the
sanctions waiver that had enabled
India to import limited quantities
of Iranian crude till last month.
The Generalised System of Prefe-
rences scheme has been with-
drawn, adversely impacting about
12% of India’s exports to the U.S.,
as a sign of growing impatience
with India’s inability to address
the U.S’s concerns regarding mar-
ket access, tariff lines and recent
changes in the e-commerce policy.

A third looming issue, perhaps
the most critical, is the threat of
sanctions under the Countering
American Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA), were In-
dia to proceed with the purchase
of the S-400 air and missile de-
fence system from Russia. Till the
end of last year, then U.S. Defence
Secretary James Mattis had been
confident of India securing a waiv-
er — but times have changed.

Other potential tricky issues
could relate to whether Huawei,
which is currently the prime target
in the U.S.-China technology war,
is allowed to participate in the 5G
trials (telecom) in India. The re-
conciliation talks between the U.S.
and the Taliban as the U.S. nego-

jan, U.R. Ananthamurthy and oth-
ers. But in my opinion his mar-
riage to Saras was his greatest
creative collaboration. A paediatri-
cian with a deep commitment to
working in public health, it was
she who encouraged him to follow
his calling and write.

Layers and threads

And write he did. In 1970, Karnad
left his publishing job to write full
time. Intricately plotted, and with
razor-sharp dialogue, Karnad’s
greatest plays have drawn from
mythology and history, while
some of his later plays have dwelt
on more contemporary issues. His
themes have ranged from the 12th
century reform movement in
northern Karnataka, to stories
drawn from the Mahabharata. But
across all his work, from Yayati to
Taledanda, from Nagamandala to
Agni Mattu Male, is the deep, re-
lentless concern with power imba-
lances: between the central and
the marginal, the rich and the
poor, man and woman, king and
priest, man and god.

How can power be handled
without going to an individual’s
head? How is a better world possi-
ble? How to be good in a world full
of disillusionment and despair, a
world where nothing is as it

tiates its exit from Afghanistan
raise New Delhi’s apprehensions
about the Taliban’s return, consti-
tuting another potential irritant.

External balancing

How New Delhi manages its rela-
tions with Washington will be
closely watched in Beijing and
Moscow, which have been moving
closer. It is reminiscent of 1971
when China began moving closer
to the U.S. to balance the then
USSR, with which its relationship
was strained. Today, both see me-
rit in a common front against the
U.S., though for China the rivalry
with the U.S. is all-encompassing
because of its geography and Tai-
wan. Russia has interests beyond,
in Afghanistan, West and Central
Asia and Europe, and it is here that
Mr. Modi will need to exploit new
opportunities to reshape the rela-
tionship.

In a post-ideology age of pro-
miscuity with rivalries unfolding
around us, the harsh reality is that
India lacks the ability to shape
events around it on account of re-
source limitations. These require
domestic decisions in terms of ex-
panding the foreign policy esta-
blishment though having a sea-
soned professional at the top does
help. We need to ensure far more
coordination among the different
ministries and agencies than has
been the case so far. Our record in
implementation projects is patchy
at best and needs urgent attention.
The focus on the neighbourhood
is certainly desirable, for only if we
can shape events here can we look
beyond. However, the fact that
China too is part of the neighbour-
hood compounds Mr. Modi’s fo-
reign policy challenges in his se-
cond term. Employing external
balancing to create a conducive re-
gional environment is a new game
that will also require building a
new consensus at home.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and
currently Distinguished Fellow at the
Observer Research Foundation. E-mail:
rakeshsood2001@yahoo.com

seems? These are the central con-
cerns of Karnad’s work.

In a long career spanning over
six decades, Karnad also directed
several award-winning feature
films and documentaries, worked
as a culture administrator, and
went to Chicago as an academic.
His acting debut was in the film
Samskara (1970), directed by Pat-
tabhirama Reddy, based on U.R.
Ananthamurthy’s novel. The film
won the first President’s Golden
Lotus Award for Kannada cinema.
A later generation will remember
him as the strict and distant father
of Swami, the little boy, in the tele-
vision adaptation of R.K. Na-
rayan’s Malgudi Days. Intermit-
tently, through it all, he had stints
in commercial cinema, which he
regarded as a way to achieve finan-
cial security.

Above all, what Karnad will be
remembered for is his commit-
ment to liberalism, and to the idea
of India. When Saraswathy Gana-
pathy set up a trust that worked
among poor women in Kanakapu-
ra, outside Bangalore, it was Kar-
nad who gave it the name “Bela-
ku”, meaning light. Deepest
condolences to Saras, as well as to
their children, Raghu and Radha.

Uma Mahadevan-Dasgupta is in the IAS
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Anti-terror strategy
The euphoria in India over
the UN Security Council’s
listing of Masood Azhar as a
global terrorist will last
until, god forbid, another
terror attack (Page 1,
“Terrorism is a joint threat:
PM”, June 10). The terrorist
might well be from the
same Masood Azhar stable
but under a different name
altogether. The elimination
of Osama bin Laden and
other top leaders of al-
Qaeda appears to have had
no significant impact on
terrorism, which continues
to flourish. Terrorism is
indeed a threat that needs
the collective attention of
all countries in the region.

KANGAYAM R. NARASIMHAN,
Chennai

Judiciary’s role

It is disconcerting how the
fundamental principles of

justice are being subverted
in the working of the state

and law. (Editorial page,
“Inhumane, and utterly
undemocratic”, June 10).
There appears to be an
increasing tendency even
within public institutions to
bypass the established dicta
of justice, such as
‘presumption of
innocence’, ‘burden of
proof’, ‘a hundred guilty
may go free but not a single
innocent should be
punished’, etc. This is
leading to the construction
of a regime of civil lynching
where the violation of
fundamental rights and
civil liberties of the most
vulnerable enjoys complete
impunity. On the other
hand, making it mandatory
for people to prove their
identity claims, including
the one of nationality, on
the basis of a well-ordered
chain of documents is
symptomatic of a total
disconnect with the grim
realities of people’s

insecure lives in this
country. Submitting a
people already leading
precarious lives to the
demands of a brutal
bureaucratic exercise is
punishing them twice over.
The judiciary must stand up
as the guarantor of
fundamental and human
rights in the face of a state
and society fast turning
away from the
Constitution’s humane
values.

FIROZ AHMAD,
New Delhi

Rahul’s line

Congress president Rahul
Gandhi is at it again —
hitting out at the Prime
Minister for spreading
hatred. Sure, he has every
reason to feel bitter but this
is not the time to give
expression to his
disappointment in such
strong terms. ‘Hatred’ is too
extreme a term;

‘intolerance’ and
‘partisanship’ are more like
it. If he continues in the
same vein, it will only take
him down the ‘chowkidar
chor hai’ road and damage
his image even more. It’s no
secret that a lot of people
are not happy with the
supercharged atmosphere
in the country. Speaking
against partisanship can be
contained only by initiating
a more balanced and fair
approach.

PREETHA SALIL,
New Delhi

From the field

The Indian cricket team
came out with all guns
blazing against the mighty
Australians and notched up
a highly creditable win
which should do a world of
good to the morale of the
Indian players (Page 1,
“Clinical India prevails in a
high scoring affair”, June
10). The team is peaking at

the right time, and with two
victories in as many
matches, it has become a
strong contender for a
place in the top slot; the
momentum must continue.
In the match against
Australia the team did right
in all areas with the
batsmen and bowlers all
coming good. While
Shikhar Dhawan was the
pick of the batsmen, the
pacers, Jasprit Bumrah and
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
turned in tidy spells to
outfox the Aussie batsmen.

C.V. ARAVIND,
Benglauru

® [ was in the United
Kingdom/London recently
and happened to watch a few
of the ICC Cricket World Cup
matches. One thing I found
striking is that cricket does
not enjoy the same popular
patronage it once enjoyed in
England. Even this time,
cricket in the English print

media, occupies minuscule
space in contrast to what it is
for soccer. An Englishman
had an explanation: cricket is
slow and also consumes a lot
of time and resources, while
soccer is alive and is thrilling
every moment. It appears
that Asians are the only one
patronising cricket if one is
to go by the spectators in the
stands at the India-Australia
match, at the Oval.

SIVAMANI VASUDEVAN,
Chennai

On contentment

Most of us are unaware of
what our true purpose in life
is, more so when most us are
keeping up with the Joneses
in every sphere of life. The
contentment in ones’s life is
left to others to judge (‘Open
Page’, “Finding contentment
whereever you are”, June 9).
DEEPAK SINGHAL,

Noida
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Why language matters

As the particular language we learn constitutes us and our world, our relationship with it has to be deep

The recent emotional outburst by Ta-
mil speakers against the perceived
threat of Hindi being imposed on
them compels us to ask: why does
language matter so much to us? Why
are we deeply attached to a particu-
lar language? Why do we identify
with it so strongly?

According to one theory of the na-
ture and importance of language, it is
an instrument by which we describe
the world outside it. We have ideas in
our heads, and language, consisting
of signs — marks or sounds — is need-
ed only to communicate these ideas
to others. Our mental representa-
tions are private, but become public
once words are used to designate
them. We convey our thoughts to
others in and through words. If this is
the only function of language — to de-
signate, describe and communicate
things and thoughts that exist inde-
pendently of it, in order to make
them public — why would anybody
be attached to a particular language?
Can’t this job be performed by any
language?

So, this account fails to explain
our deep attachment to a particular
language, our mother tongue. It
doesn’t explain the emotional inten-
sity with which people fight for their
own language. Is there an account of
language that can?

Objects and relations

The ‘constitutive theory’ by the great
philosopher Charles Taylor does. Ac-
cording to this theory, pre-linguistic
humans had already begun to ex-
press themselves, but when they be-
came language users, they changed
fundamentally. Language helped
them articulate explicitly what was
earlier somewhat vague and in-
choate. It changed the nature of their
thought. Language makes certain
features of an entity more salient
than others, pushes some into the
background, while foregrounding
others. As we fix our attention only
on some features, we draw boundar-
ies, make distinctions, no matter
how rough, fluid or porous. We con-
trast them with other things. To take

SINGLE FILE

The merits of a free ride

The Delhi government’s proposal
encourages the use of public
transport and is gender-inclusive

AKRITI BHATIA

R.V. MOORTHY
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The Delhi government’s proposal
to make metro and bus travel free
for women not only encourages
women to use public transport
more, but also allows them to oc-
cupy public spaces more and ex-
ercise their right to work and
commute much more freely.
According to various studies,
women’s choices (and often those
of their spouses and families) about work are determined by
their commuting experience, including the availability of
modes of transport, distance of the workplace from their re-
sidence, presence of other women during commute, and sa-
fety of the overall route. For many families, it is the cost of

C. VENKATACHALAPATHY

a simple example from the English
language, when we sit at a table, we
use a material object with a flat top
with one or more legs that serves a
range of purposes such as eating,
writing, meeting, and so on, and dif-
ferent from, say, a bench or a stool
that might look similar but fulfils dif-
ferent purposes. These particular
purposes and activities are part of
the meaning of the term * table’, cru-
cial to learning how to use it. None of
this is possible without a certain kind
of reflective, focussed awareness
which literally brings into existing a
piece of wood as a table. So, the
word ‘table’ brings a new thought, a
new social object and a new set of ac-
tivities into being. Without that term
or its equivalents, the sociocultural
object, table, would not exist. It is in
this sense that words, thought and
the world are constitutively linked.
Just as the objects that surround
us are linguistically constituted, so
too are our relations with one anoth-
er. For instance, learning the use of
the word ‘teacher’ and ‘student’ is to
learn a whole gamut of social rela-
tions crucial to the practice and insti-
tution of education. It also helps con-
stitute how those performing these
roles (teachers and students ) may
stand in relation to each other — for-
mal or informal, friendly or with-
drawn, casual or serious, and so on.
Furthermore, language constitutes
not only a web of power-laden or
power-free social relationships but
also new emotions. For example, an-
ger experienced by non-linguistic
animals is different from indignation
which depends on a grasp of what is
just and unjust. To admire someone
is more than just being attracted to
her; it is to see her as having excep-
tional virtues or achievements. We
don’t just desire things or are re-
pulsed by them but also evaluate, by

a standard, which desires are worthy
and which among all worthy entities
are of even higher worth. This recog-
nition of a standard, of the distinc-
tion between correct and incorrect,
morally right and wrong, a specifical-
ly human characteristic, is also con-
stituted by language. In sum, unlike
the purely physical, chemical or bio-
logical world, the human world is
word-laden, shot through with lan-
guage. We are, as Professor Taylor
puts it, language animals, living in a
dimension in which other animals do
not, the linguistic dimension.

The attachment to one language
Another feature of language to which
the constitutive theory draws our at-
tention is its strong communitarian-
ism. Word-meaning is created and
recreated in speech, in conversation
and dialogue with others. It follows
that a language would not exist or
grow without a speech community, a
community of language users. So,
Tamil is sustained by and grows with-
in the specific community of Tamil
speakers, so also Bengali or Hindi.
And it is not just the speech com-
munity which shapes and creates
language, but language which consti-
tutes and sustains the speech com-
munity. Since thousands of languag-
es exist and are nourished by its
speakers, different linguistic vocab-
ularies imply different ways of consti-
tuting and experiencing the world;
each having different feelings, con-
cerns, sensibilities, aspirations and
so on. Language makes us what we
are. Specific languages make us the
specific creatures that we are.

So, our own language matters to
us because it constitutes us and our
world, our own specific way of being
in the world. Language makes us at
home in the world. In a manner of
speaking, we dwell comfortably only

in our own particular languages.

Because the particular language
we learn constitutes us and our
world, our relationship with it simply
has to be very deep. And we all feel a
special bond with all those who
speak the same language. Just ima-
gine the alienation of, say, a rural Ta-
mil speaker who lands unprepared
in American English-speaking Texas,
and imagine equally his relief and
elation if he ever finds a Tamil-speak-
er there! Fifty years ago, Tamilians
probably felt similarly in Punjab!

So, the constitutive theory ex-
plains the deep attachment people
have to particular languages. It ex-
plains why, when a particular set of
language-speakers fear a threat to
their language, they respond with in-
dignation. They fight to defend it.

What does not follow, however, is
that languages are self-contained en-
tities. Instead, they are, as the sociol-
ogist Steven Lukes puts it, “clusters
or assemblages of heterogeneous ele-
ments with varying origins”, dynam-
ic constellations in a moving galaxy,
intermixing, borrowing from one
another, being shaped and in turn
shaping one another. The demand
for purity is an enemy of language
growth and innovation. Consider the
Sanskrit term ‘puja’. It has been sug-
gested that it may have not Indo-Eu-
ropean but Dravidian roots deriving
from the Tamil word ‘pu’ for flowers.
How many of us know the Sanskrit
word ‘Veda’, or ‘vid’, is linked to ‘wit’
and ‘witness’, the English ‘daughter’
to dugdha (milk), or ‘free’ linked
etymologically to Sanskrit ‘preeta’
(love)? Languages which now seem
radically distinct from each other
have evolved together over a long, in-
terconnected global history.

One must remember the ease and
dedication with which people born
in one linguistic community em-
brace languages different from their
own. Indeed, we can be attached to
more than one language. Just think of
the Hebrew/English-speaking Indol-
ogist David Shulman’s love for Tamil
and Telugu. Not to speak of the pas-
sionate bilinguality of good transla-
tors. So, while deep attachment to
one’s language is understandable,
the pathological obsession with
which people defend its purity, un-
iqueness and superiority is unwar-
ranted, pathetic and unforgivable.
Rajeev Bhargava is Professor, Centre for the
Study of Developing Societies, New Delhi

Artificial Intelligence,
the law and the future

Al-driven tech will become counterproductive if a legal
framework is not devised to regulate it

G.S. BAJPAI & MOHSINA IRSHAD

In February, the Kerala police inducted a ro-
bot for police work. The same month, Chen-
nai got its second robot-themed restaurant,
where robots not only serve as waiters but al-
so interact with customers in English and Ta-
mil. In Ahmedabad, in December 2018, a car-
diologist performed the world’s first
in-human telerobotic coronary intervention
on a patient nearly 32 km away. All these ex-
amples symbolise the arrival of Artificial In-
telligence (AI) in our everyday lives. Al has
several positive applications, as seen in these
examples. But the capability of Al systems to
learn from experience and to perform auto-
nomously for humans makes Al the most dis-
ruptive and self-transformative technology
of the 21st century.

If Al is not regulated properly, it is bound
to have unmanageable implications. Ima-
gine, for instance, that electricity supply
suddenly stops while a robot is performing a
surgery, and access to a doctor is lost? And
what if a drone hits a human being? These
questions have already confronted courts in
the U.S. and Germany. All countries, includ-
ing India, need to be legally prepared to face
such kind of disruptive technology.

Challenges of AI

Predicting and analysing legal issues and
their solutions, however, is not that simple.
For instance, criminal law is going to face
drastic challenges. What if an Al-based dri-
verless car gets into an accident that causes
harm to humans or damages property? Who
should the courts hold liable for the same?
Can Al be thought to have knowingly or care-
lessly caused bodily injury to another? Can
robots act as a witness or as a tool for com-
mitting various crimes?

Except for Isaac Asimov’s ‘three laws of
robotics’ discussed in his short story, ‘Runa-
round’, published in 1942, only recently has
there been interest across the world to deve-
lop a law on smart technologies. In the U.S.,
there is a lot of discussion about regulation
of Al. Germany has come up with ethical
rules for autonomous vehicles stipulating
that human life should always have priority
over property or animal life. China, Japan
and Korea are following Germany in deve-

commute that determines their choice of work.

A recent report by Deloitte revealed that female labour
force participation fell to 26% in 2018 from 36.7% in 2005
amidst the larger unemployment crisis. A move like this
could therefore increase productivity and women’s partici-

pation in the economy.

More importantly, this move could make the Delhi metro
(a state-of-the-art, air-conditioned public mode of transport)
accessible to working-class women for whom the metro has
always been an aspirational vehicle. Given that the principal
logic of any public service is that it should be inclusive, free
(or at least inexpensive) access to metro trains and buses
must also necessarily extend to the urban working poor, stu-
dents, the differently abled, and senior citizens — albeit with
an option of self-exclusion for those who can afford it. Post
metro fare hikes in 2017, ridership dropped by over three
lakh passengers per day, owing to increased unaffordability.

Ecologically too, in a polluted city like Delhi, universalis-
ing cheap access to public transport and disincentivising
private vehicles as much as possible is the need of the hour.

Finally, those arguing that this move would reinforce the
idea that women are the ‘weaker sex’ often turn a blind eye
to the notion of equality when it comes to acknowledging
large gender pay gaps, how women rampantly indulge in
unpaid labour, or how public spaces are visibly gendered
(there is a near absence of women on the streets of Delhi af-

ter a particular time).

This is not to say that the government’s proposal will au-
tomatically lead to safer environments for women. It must
be supplemented with efforts towards greater capacity
building, increased frequency of metros and buses, provi-
sion of all-women’s coaches and buses, street lighting, step-
ping up last-mile connectivity, deployment of women
guards, and so on. And most important is the need for rad-
ical attitudinal shifts. Discussing the merits of a proposal like
this and learning from examples around the world is impor-
tant rather than attacking it the minute it is announced.

Akriti Bhatia is a PhD Research Scholar at the Delhi School of Economics
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loping a law on self-driven cars.

In India, NITI Aayog released a policy pap-
er, ‘National Strategy for Artificial Intelli-
gence’, in June 2018, which considered the
importance of Al in different sectors. The
Budget 2019 also proposed to launch a na-
tional programme on AL While all these de-
velopments are taking place on the techno-
logical front, no comprehensive legislation
to regulate this growing industry has been
formulated in the country till date.

Legal personality of AI

First we need a legal definition of Al. Also, gi-
ven the importance of intention in India’s
criminal law jurisprudence, it is essential to
establish the legal personality of AI (which
means Al will have a bundle of rights and
obligations), and whether any sort of inten-
tion can be attributed to it. To answer the

BIJOY GHOSH

question on liability, since Al is considered
to be inanimate, a strict liability scheme that
holds the producer or manufacturer of the
product liable for harm, regardless of the
fault, might be an approach to consider.
Since privacy is a fundamental right, certain
rules to regulate the usage of data possessed
by an Al entity should be framed as part of
the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018.

Traffic accidents lead to about 400 deaths
a day in India, 90% of which are caused by
preventable human errors. Autonomous
vehicles that rely on Al can reduce this signif-
icantly, through smart warnings and preven-
tive and defensive techniques. Patients so-
metimes die due to non-availability of
specialised doctors. Al can reduce the dis-
tance between patients and doctors. But as
futurist Gray Scott says, “The real question
is, when will we draft an artificial intelligence
bill of rights? What will that consist of? And
who will get to decide that?”

G.S. Bajpai is Chairperson, Centre for Criminology &
Victimology, National Law University, Delhi and
Mohsina Irshad is a research scholar at NLU, Delhi
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 11, 1969
Secret of PM’s freshness

Mrs. Indira Gandhi told Afghan journalists here [Kabul] to-day
[June 10] that she derived her strength to carry the heavy bur-
dens of office as Prime Minister from two sources, the moun-
tains and the people. The Prime Minister had been asked by a
correspondent here about the secret of her “astounding fresh-
ness” despite the fact that she had to carry the heavy burdens
of a vast country like India. Mrs. Gandhi replied: “I have
known no other life. I have been involved from the earliest
stage in the freedom struggle. I think what we are doing in In-
dia is a continuation of that struggle because we have to safe-
guard that freedom against both external and internal dan-
gers. When one wants to do something and feels very strongly
about it, one always derives strength to do it.” After a pause
she said she was a “child of the mountains” and derived
strength from them. She also drew energy from the people.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 11, 1919.

To-day [June 11] the Calcutta ‘Gazette’ contains the resolution

on Bengal Jail Administration for last year. 83,207 prisoners
Tosses are considered important in cricket, as captains decide whether to bat or were admitted to the Bengal jails during last year, being less by
T e tOSS bowl first depending on the condition of the pitch. Overall, only 46% of the teams 1,500 admitted the previous year. The general health condi-
that won the toss went on to win the game across World Cups. While the toss did tions were unfavourable, 3,426 cases of influenza having oc-
factOl' not always play a pivotal role in the outcome, it could have been a factor when the curred. The manufacture of quinine tablets continued to be
nature of the wicket changed during the course of the game the important industry in jail and [Rupees] 3 %; lakhs worth of
quinine was sold. Juvenile jail at Alipore continues to do excel-
Matches * | Chose tobat | Choseto | Wontoss& | Chosetobat, | Chosetochase, lelll]t “llori(l' Furthé:'r lmprf)yemel}tli ha\{e bedelfl mgde dlg the
first (%) | chase(%) | match(%) | won match (%) | wonmatch school where reading, writing arithmetic and freehand draw-
Enaland 1975 15 ing are now taught by a complete staff, while the physical
nglan training has produced an excellent effect on the health and
England 1979 15 spirits of the boys.
England 1983 27 51.9 481 51.9 571 46.2
India, Pakistan 1987 27 40.7 59.3 40.7 63.6 25 i
Australia, New Zealand 1992 39 41 53.8 59 62.5 61.9 CONCEPTUAL
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka 1996 38 52.6 39.5 34.2 40 333 .
England 1999 42 333 61.9 40.5 35.7 46.2 VOte tradlng
South Africa 2003 54 481 426 2.6 57.7 34.8 POLITICS
Carribean 2007 51 33.3 64.7 471 471 485 This refers to any manner of voting where people agree to
India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh | 2011 49 714 245 449 4856 4.7 vote in certain ways in which they would not have voted oth-
Australia 015 9 - e - = 51 erwise in exchange for immediate or future benefits. A certain
us . : : : political party that is in Opposition, for instance, may decide
England 2019 13 23 77 46.15 33 3076 l to support a certain legislation that it would not have support-
*Includes abandoned matches | #Up to the India vs Australia match on June 9 ed otherwise in exchange for favours it expects to receive
e nthe fst « Batting st « Wining the « The 1992 . 10201950 from the rling party. Vote trading s considered to be uneth
two editions was a popular toss isn't always a edition, held far, chasing y p . . p . N
of the World choice in 1996, good thing. But in in Australia has been the purely .tr.ansaCtlonal nature Qf SL_ICh voting. Wh}le common 1n
Cup in England, but it was in the 1983 and 2015 and New preferred the political arena, vote trading is also present in other places
bowling first 2011 that taking editions, winning the Zealand, saw choice. But like big businesses and other large organisations.
was the popular first strike was toss paid off a little 59% of the teams have
choice. Choosing almost the more than 50% of games won lost a higher
to chase a target norm. the time. In 1979 and by teams that percentage i
was also popular Both these 1996, teams that won the toss. of games o
in the 1987, editions were won the toss went This is the trying to MORE ON THE WEB ﬁﬁ@ el
1992, 1999 and played in Asian on to win barely one highest of the chase a
2007 editions conditions third of those games 12 editions target Yuvraj Singh | Career timeline
Compiled by Richie Lionell, Gramener Inc. . .
http://bit.ly/YuviTimeline
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