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In Arunachal Pradesh, the Asiatic golden cat wears new colours

Scientists have found that its coat comes in five other shades and types: cinnamon, gray, melanistic, ocelot and tightly rosetted
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[nstagram priest Luis Salazar
breaks the mould in Venezuela

He joins anti-government protests and participates in rallies

REUTERS
CARACAS

Venezuelan priest Luis Anto-
nio Salazar has built a solid
social media following over
the past two years preaching
the Bible over Instagram,
breaking the mould of the
country’s conservative Cath-
olic church.

Now he has raised his pro-
file further by showing his
support for opposition lead-
er Juan Guaido and joining
massive  anti-government
protests dressed in his cas-
sock, offering blessings one
moment and running from
tear gas the next.

“If the people are on the
street, you have to be with
the people,” the former
male beauty pageant contes-
tant said in his office in east-
ern Caracas, decorated with
a cross and pictures of the
Virgin Mary. “Since January
23, 1 started going into the
streets to accompany the
people.”

Mr. Salazar, a friar of the
Capuchin order who was
once a contestant in a Vene-

Luis Antonio Salazar takes a
selfie with a follower.

zuelan survival reality show,
uses his iPhone to film a vi-
deo series called “Living the
Gospels”, a modern take on
theology broadcast on Satur-
days to 30,000 Instagram
followers.

The one-minute videos
discuss concepts such as in-
ner peace through referenc-
es to animated film Kung Fu
Panda and the 2000 action
comedy Miss Congeniality.

“For me, he’s like the
rock-star priest, the millen-
nial priest,” said student Ca-
rol Alvarez, 23, who hopes
Mr. Salazar will lead her con-

firmation ceremony. Mr. Sa-
lazar also holds traditional
Sunday mass that combines
the youthful demeanour of
his social media videos with
Catholic ~ prayers and
traditions.

One such mass in May
brought about 400 atten-
dees — most significantly ol-
der than his typical Insta-
gram audience — who stood
in line to greet him and take
selfies.

His sermons often elabo-
rate on the Instagram posts.

“I explain quickly and (ex-
plain) how people can use it
in their lives,” he said. “Peo-
ple tell me ‘if someone can
explain it to me, I’ll under-
stand it, use it in my life’.”

Mr. Salazar said he got in-
volved in the protests
against President Nicolas
Maduro because being polit-
ical is part of being Venezue-
lan: “From the peasant who
harvests potatoes to Juan
Guaido, the president in
charge... we all talk about
politics. I cannot exempt
myself.”

Trump makes Prince of Whales' error

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

There he blows again.

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s erratic spelling ha-
bits on Twitter spouted
again Thursday when he
wrote about having recently

met with the “Prince of
Whales”.

That would be Charles,
Prince of Wales, whom he
met last week at the Second
World War commemoration
in Britain. The error prompt-
ed a wave of hilarity online,

with one Twitter critic ask-
ing if the president had
made the mistake “on
porpoise”.

Mr. Trump, who has some
61 million Twitter followers,
quickly corrected the origi-
nal tweet.
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Golden is no longer the only
colour the elusive Asiatic gol-
den cat can be associated
with. Its coat comes in five
other shades in Arunachal
Pradesh, scientists have
discovered.

The Asiatic golden cat (Ca-
topuma temminckii) is listed
as near threatened on the In-
ternational Union for Con-
servation of Nature’s Red List
of threatened species. It is
found across eastern Nepal

through north-eastern India
to Indonesia.

Bhutan and China were
known to have two morphs
of the golden cat — one the
colour of cinnamon and the
other with markings similar
to the ocelot, a small wild cat
found in the Americas.

Indian scientists from the
Zoological Society of London
(ZSL), an international con-
servation charity, and Un-
iversity College London
(UCL) have discovered six co-
lour morphs of the golden

cat in Dibang Valley of Aru-
nachal Pradesh.

The findings have contri-
buted to an evolutionary
puzzle because no other
place on earth has so many
colours of wild cats of the
same species.

The study, published in
the June edition of Ecology,
the Ecological Society of
America’s journal, aims to
uncover a “greater under-
standing of human-wildlife
interactions” in the region.
“But we ended up discover-

ing a group of entirely diffe-
rent-looking animals on cam-
era traps with an inkling they
were of the same species,”
said Sahil Nijhawan, who led
the field study for two years
with local collaborators Tho
Mitapo and Jibi Pulu from
the Idu Mishmi tribe.

Mr. Nijhawan is an India-
based scholar and British
Academy Fellow at ZSL’s In-
stitute of Zoology and UCL.

The Idu Mishmis, he said,
were aware of the different
shades of the golden cat.

The community believes
that the cat, particularly its
melanistic (dark pigmenta-
tion as opposed to albinism)
morph, possesses great pow-
ers and thus observe a strict
taboo on hunting the cat.

Within the six colour
morphs recorded, an entire-
ly new colour morph was al-
so found. The “tightly-roset-
ted” morph named after the
leopard-like rosettes on the
coat, now sits alongside cin-
namon, melanistic, gray, gol-
den, and ocelot types.
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