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Terror funding took
hawala route: NIA

NEW DELHI

The NIA has levelled fresh
allegations against four
accused in a case of terror
funding in the Kashmir
Valley. Masarat Alam, the
"poster boy" of violent
agitations, has revealed that
there are rifts among the
separatists regarding
collection and use of funds
pumped through the hawala
route, the NIA said.
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Bhutan PM says China must

maintain status quo on Doklam

No side should do anything near the trijunction point unilaterally, he says

SUHASINI HAIDAR
THIMPHU

Calling for China to maintain
status quo in the Doklam re-
gion, Bhutan’s Prime Minis-
ter Lotay Tshering said “no
side” should do anything
near the trijunction point
between India, China and
Bhutan “unilaterally”.

In an exclusive interview
to The Hindu and the first
public comments by the
Bhutanese leader on the
Doklam issue, which had
seen a near conflict between
the Indian and Chinese ar-
mies in 2017, he said that as
long as status quo was main-
tained, “there will be peace
and tranquillity in the re-
gion.”

Pitching for peace: Lotay Tshering says the boundary talks

between Bhutan and China have made good progress. =arp

Mr. Tshering was reacting
to a question about the re-
cent reports of an unprece-
dented build-up of military
infrastructure on the Chi-
nese side of the Doklam pla-

Doctors’ safety: IMA calls for
nationwide agitation today

All non-essential
services to be
withdrawn

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
SUVOJIT BAGCHI
NEW DELHI/KOLKATA

The Indian Medical Associa-
tion (IMA) announced on
Sunday that all non-essen-
tial services, including out-
patient services, will be
withdrawn for 24 hours
from 6 a.m. on Monday
across India in support of
the striking junior doctors
in West Bengal.

Only emergency and ca-
sualty services will be of-
fered, the IMA said.
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Junior doctors staging a

protest at a hospital in
Siliguri on Sunday. =arp

The protesting junior
doctors, who have been de-
manding better security fol-
lowing an assault on duty
doctors on June 10 at the
NRSMCH in Kolkata, agreed

to meet Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee.

However, they said the
meeting would have to be
“in the full view of the me-
dia” and not “behind closed
doors”.

Till late in the evening,
the Chief Minister’s Office
had not announced details
of the proposed meeting.

IMA demand
The IMA has demanded a
comprehensive central law
to deal with violence against
doctors, healthcare staff
and hospitals.
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teau that has been part of a
boundary dispute between
Bhutan and China.

He said the boundary
talks between the two sides
had made good progress, ho-

wever, with 25 rounds com-
pleted. Asked whether the
talks could lead to diplomat-
ic ties being established, he
reiterated Bhutan’s policy of
not establishing ties with any
permanent member of the
UN Security Council.

Mr. Tshering also called
on India and Pakistan to
work together for the growth
of South Asia and said it was
“too early” to call the SAARC
unviable. His comments fol-
low calls by Sri Lanka’s Presi-
dent Maithripala Sirisena
and Nepal’s Prime Minister
K. P. Sharma Oli to revive the
SAARC, which hasn’t held a
summit since 2014.
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Lt. Gen. Faiz Hameed
appointed ISI chief

He is said to be a hard-liner

REUTERS
ISLAMABAD
Pakistan on Sunday ap-
pointed a hard-line General
as the new chief of the po-
werful Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (ISI) spy agency, re-
placing its current head,
Lieutenant General Asim
Munir, after only eight
months on the job.

Lieutenant General Faiz
Hameed, a former senior
ISI figure, was appointed
Director-General of the
agency, according to a
statement by the military’s
press wing, which did not
explain the reshuffle.

The Army is arguably the

most influential institution
in Pakistan, with the mili-
tary having ruled the coun-
try for nearly half of its 71-
year history since indepen-
dence from Britain and
enjoying extensive powers
even under civilian admi-
nistrations.

Important post
By turn, the head of the ISI
occupies one of the most
important posts.

The agency has long
been accused of supporting
Islamist militants targeting
neighbour India.
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Vardhan reviews situation as encephalitis toll touches 83

Two children died even as the Union Minister for Health was at the hospital in Muzaffarpur

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

PATNA
The toll of children suffer-

ing from Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (AES) in Muzaf-
farpur rose to 83 on Sunday
even as Union Health Minis-
ter Harsh Vardhan visited
the State-run Sri Krishna
Medical College and Hospi-
tal (SKMCH) in the district
and announced several
measures to tackle the dis-
ease.

Meanwhile, a severe heat
wave in the southwestern
districts of the State has
claimed 56 lives.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan, his ju-
nior in the Cabinet Ashwani
Kumar Choubey and State
Health Minister Mangal Pan-
dey visited the SKMCH to re-
view the situation. Even as
Dr. Vardhan was at the hos-
pital, two children died.
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Never-ending saga: Children with AES under treatment at

o

the SKMCH in Muzaffarpur in Bihar on Sunday. =pmi

The Minister, who spent
over four hours talking to
doctors and relatives of the
sick children, lauded the ef-
forts taken to ensure effi-
cient treatment. “I appre-
ciate the efforts put in by
the doctors to ensure effi-
cient treatment to everyone
despite all odds and hur-

dles”, he told local journal-
ists. For over four hours, Mr
Vardhan was in the hospital
speaking with the doctors
and relatives of the sick chil-
dren.

Stress on virology labs
“We are extremely shocked
at the situation here. We’ve

taken every effort to save
the lives of the diagnosed
children. It has now be-
come necessary to set up
well-equipped virology labs
in five districts to ensure de-
tection and prevention of
the disease. One virology
laboratory will start func-
tioning in Muzaffarpur with-
in a year,” Dr. Vardhan said,
while speaking to reporters.

He added that there was
“a need for starting re-
search on AES”.

The Minister was met
with black flag demonstra-
tions in Patna and Muzaffar-
pur by supporters of the Jan
Adhikar Party.

Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar has announced an ex-
gratia of ¥4 lakh to families
of every person who died of
encephalitis.

The Chief Minister also

directed the Health Depart-
ment, district officials and
doctors to take all possible
measures to tackle the
spread of AES.

Record temperatures
Most parts of Bihar are reel-
ing under a heat wave with
56 deaths from heat stroke
reported as temperatures
touched 45.8° Celsius on Sa-
turday.

Most of the deaths were
reported from Aurangabad,
Gaya and Nawada districts
of southwest Bihar.

“The toll may go up as
more such people are com-
ing to the hospital,” said Au-
rangabad civil surgeon Su-
rendra Prasad Singh.

The district officials of
Nawada and Gaya too have
confirmed death of 7 and 17
in their respective areas.

Now, eco-friendly flats for Members of Parliament

The buildings on North and South Avenues will be constructed using fly ash and waste bricks

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI
With the first round of rede-
velopment of flats for MPs on
North Avenue complete, the
remaining flats on the North
and South Avenues here are
also likely to be demolished
and reconstructed using fly
ash and construction and de-
molition (C&D) waste bricks,
Central Public Works De-
partment officials said.
Around 400 flats on North
Avenue and South Avenue
are likely to be rebuilt along
the lines of the 36 flats on
North Avenue that have just
been rebuilt after being de-
molished in 2017.
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Swanky pads: A view of the newly built flats on North Avenue

in New Delhi. =sHIVKUMAR PUSHPAKAR

According to a CPWD offi-
cial, the next phase is likely
to include 144 flats on North
Avenue, after the MPs vacate

the spaces. With the 36 flats
ready and another 76 under
construction at a multi-sto-
rey complex on B.D. Marg,

the newly elected parliamen-
tarians could be accommo-
dated in them, the official
said.

The new flats have four
bedrooms, offices for the MP
and his or her secretary and
parking spaces and are cen-
trally air-conditioned. In ad-
dition, the flats have eleva-
tors that connect the
basement parking, the
ground floor office and living
spaces and the first floor
bedrooms.

The official said fly ash
bricks were used for the con-
struction of the structure,
while C&D waste bricks were
used for the external walls.

There are also five rainwater
harvesting pits on the pre-
mises, the official added.
The project cost, according
to the tender, was around
357.32 crore.

The next phase of redeve-
lopment is likely to include
similar features, the official
said, adding that the Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha
House Committees would al-
lot the homes and finalise
the plans.

With the first session of
the 17th Lok Sabha starting
on Monday, the allotment
and the future plans would
be decided by the new
Speaker and the committees.

India's lynchpins: Rohit Sharma celebrates with captain Virat Kohli after scoring a century
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during the World Cup match against Pakistan in Manchester on Sunday. =reuTers

Indian batting juggernaut
crushes Pakistan by 89 runs

Golden run of Men in Blue in the World Cup continues

K.C. VIJAYA KUMAR
MANCHESTER

India continued its golden
run in the ICC World Cup as
Virat Kohli’s men registered
an 89-run victory over Pa-
kistan at a packed Old Traf-
ford here on a pulsating
Sunday.

The venue, bustling with
boisterous Indian and Pa-
kistani fans, witnessed a
stop-start game due to mul-
tiple rain interventions and
through the contest, the
Men in Blue held their
nerve.

After Pakistan won the
toss and opted to field, India
amassed 336 for five in 50
overs.

It was a tenure that also
suffered a one-hour rain-

break towards the fag end.

It was a minor blip for the
Indian batting juggernaut
that rode on Rohit Sharma’s
140.

The opener’s magnificent
knock served as the spine
while his top-order col-
leagues, K.L. Rahul (57) and
Virat Kohli (77), also joined
the party.

Makes no impression
Pakistan’s attack hardly
made an impact as Kohli’s
men prospered.

Rohit had a nervous start
but once he got past the ten-
tative phase, shots cascaded
from his willow and India
found the perfect launch-
pad to ease into a high-
stakes game and eventually

pocket it.

Pakistan’s pursuit had
just one ideal partnership
as Fakhar Zaman and Babar
Azam added 114 for the se-
cond-wicket; the rest wilted
with Vijay Shankar, Kuldeep
Yadav and Hardik Pandya
grabbing two  wickets
apiece.

The weather then had
the last word as another wet
spell paused Pakistan at 166
for six in 35 overs.

On resumption, based on
the Duckworth-Lewis meth-
od, the target was revised to
302 from 40 overs and Sar-
faraz Ahmed’s men finished
with 212 for six.
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Nervous officials pass the buck
on Air India’s priceless collections

Many paintings await their new home in NGMA

JAGRITI CHANDRA
NEW DELHI

Even as the complex pro-
cess to sell the beleaguered
state-run Air India is under
way, a cloud hangs over the
airline’s massive art collec-
tion, which includes works
by M.F. Husain and S.H. Ra-
za and the iconic Salvador
Dali ashtrays.

While the collection was
to be transferred to the Na-
tional Gallery of Modern Art
(NGMA) before the national
carrier is sold to a private
player, the immense value
of these works has made of-
ficials wary of participating
in any procedure to do so,
lest they face charges of mis-
handling or theft.

“We are working on
chalking out a mechanism
for handing over the paint-
ings and other art works. We
will gift them for free to
NGMA in return for which
there will be a public exhibi-
tion in the name of Air In-
dia,” said an airline official
with direct knowledge of
discussions on the matter .

Apart from Hussain and
Raza, the collection of near-
ly 4,000 paintings includes
works by many of India’s
best known artists — V.S.
Gaitonde, K.A. Ara, Anjolie
Ela Menon, Arpana Caur
and B. Prabha . There are al-
so stone sculptures dating
back to the ninth century,
wood work, a collection of
exquisite clocks and a cos-
tume collection.

Artefacts in the collection
recall the heyday of the air-
line such as ashtrays de-
signed by surrealist Salva-
dor Dali which were meant

Vignettes from Air India's design manual. =spEcIAL ARRANGEMENT

to be gifted to first-class pas-
sengers.

Rich history

The art works were collect-
ed over a period of six de-
cades between early 1950s
and 2007 and started when
the erstwhile Tata Airlines
was expanding its global
reach and needed to show-
case “a little of India”, in the
words of its founder J.R.D.
Tata, in its booking offices
across the world.

A 2017 proposal to set up
a museum at the Air India
building at Mumbai’s Nari-
man Point had to be aban-
doned when the Union Cabi-
net decided to privatise the
airline. Subsequently, a de-
cision was taken to donate
these national treasures to
the NGMA.

Two years on, most of the
artworks remain stored in a
godown in Mumbai, while
some are yet to be retrieved
from foreign offices abroad.

The task of preparing an

inventory was initiated in
2016 and has not concluded
yet.

Government decisions
pertaining to Air India are
currently being probed by
several agencies, like the
CBI and the Enforcement
Directorate.

The Director General of
NGMA, Adwaita Gadnayak.
who has visited Air India's
Mumbeai office in the past to
take stock of the collection
said, “There is no progress
so far (on transferring of art-
works). There is a plan. If we
get possession, we can do
something. With elections
over we expect this to hap-
pen soon.”

With airline officials play-
ing safe, Air India headquar-
ters has decided to put in
place a foolproof procedure
. “Officials are wary of facing
allegations of pilferage. This
will be a long-drawn proce-
dure because of the sheer
size of the collection,” said
an official.
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