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A little more water than usual, not everywhere
Reservoir levels

As percentage of live capacity at full reservoir level

Storage in the country’s
reservoirs is just over
what is normal for this
time of the year. But
those in Western and
Southern Regions are
way short of those levels

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, JUNE 16

THE overall storage position in the 91 major
reservoirs monitored by the Central Water
Commission (CWC) across the country this
week is better than the situation in the cor-
responding week of last year, as well as the
corresponding average storage of the last 10
years, the CWC has said in its latest report,
published on June 13.

However, this situation is not uniform
across the country. Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Karnataka are facing drought conditions and
an acute water shortage, and reservoir lev-
els in all states of the Southern and Western
Regions are significantly lower than the 10-
year average — known as the “normal” level.

The southwest monsoon hit Kerala on
June 8, a week behind the June 1 schedule.
The timing of the onset does not have a bear-
ing on the quality or amount of rainfall over
the June-September monsoon season. A de-
layed onset over Kerala also does not mean
that the monsoon would be delayed else-
where in the country.

The CWC, whichis anattached office with
the Union Ministry of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, is the
country’s premier technical organisation in
water resources. It issues detailed bulletins
on reservoir levels and storage every
Thursday. The reservoirs, which store water
forirrigation, drinking, and generation of hy-
dro power, are a key component of regional
and the national economies. Reservoir levels
are low before the arrival of the monsoon, and
they gradually fill up as the season progresses.

As of June 13, the major reservoirs to-
gether held 29.189 billion cubic metres of wa-
ter, which was 18% of these reservoirs’ com-
bined storage capacity. This is slightly better
than the situation in the same week last year,
when reservoirs had storage of 28.013 BCM.
The normal storage at this time is expected to
be 28.972 BCM.

The situation in the reservoirs of the
Western and Southern Regions, however, re-
veals why these areas are going through an
acute water shortage. The 27 major reser-
voirs in the Western Region, essentially in
Gujarat and Maharashtra, are together hold-
ing just 10% of their combined storage capac-
ity, well below their normal levels of 17% for
this time of the year. The 31 reservoirs in the
five southern states are filled to only 11% of
their combined capacity as against anormal
level of 15% at this time of the year.

The situation is particularly critical in
Maharashtra, where the total water in reser-
voirs is 68% below normal, and in Andhra
Pradesh, where reservoirs are at 84% below
normal storage.

Reservoirs in the Northern Region
(Himachal Pradesh, Punjab), Eastern Region
(West Bengal, Odisha, Tripura), and in
Madhya Pradesh were in healthy condition.

There has been very little rain this year,
with the pre-monsoon season of March to
May witnessing 25% below normal rainfall.
In the last one year since July, there has been
just one month, February this year, that has
witnessed normal rainfall. All other months
have been deficient.

The storage in the reservoirs, however, de-
pends not only on the total amount of rainfall,
but also on where the rainfall happens. The
catchment areas, from which water drains
into the reservoirs, need to receive good rain-
fall for the reservoir levels to rise.
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NORTHERN REGION
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,

Rajasthan (6 reservoirs)
| 16%

REGION BY REGION

How full are reservoirs

Current | Last | 10-yr

year year avg 40%

M This year’s live storage as of June 13. Last year’s
figures and 10-year averages are for the
corresponding weeks in earlier years.
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[ EASTERN REGION
- Jharkhand, Odisha, West
: Bengal, Tripura (15 reservoirs)

| 26% : 18% | 21% | 17%

M Figures in parentheses are the numbers of

reservoirs monitored by CWCin each region.

B Checks and crosses compare this year’s status
with last year’s and the average status of 10 years.
The checks denote fuller reservoirs and the
crosses, emptier in comparison to last year’s level
or the average level over the last 10 years.

\ [ WESTERN REGION
Gujarat, Maharashtra

i (27 reservoirs)
v 10%

| 13% | 17% | 24%

Mostry DRY As MONSOON HiTS
85 of 91 major reservoirs are at 40% of their full level, or lower

REGIONWISE FILLING POSITION AS %AGE OF FRL*

' [@ CENTRALREGION
UP, Uttarakhand, MP,

. Chhattisgarh (12 reservoirs)
| 22%

[C1 SOUTHERN REGION
Andhra, Telangana, Kerala,
Karnataka, TN (31 reservoirs)

| 19% | 1% | 15% | 15%

ANDHRA PRADESH,
MAHARASHTRA
RESERVOIRS DRIEST

Departure from normal storage:
All states in the Southern Region
are in deficit

NORTHERN REGION

Himachal Pradesh 77%
Punjab 29%
Rajasthan -5%
Jharkhand -16%
Odisha 9%
West Bengal 29%
Tripura 15%
Gujarat -22%
Maharashtra -68%
Uttar Pradesh -11%
Uttarakhand 37%
Madhya Pradesh 39%
Chhattisgarh -9%
Andhra & Telangana -51%
Andhra Pradesh -83%
Telangana -34%
Karnataka -8%
Kerala -24%
Tamil Nadu -41%
Dataas of June 13

WATER WORDS

FULL RESERVOIR LEVEL (FRL)

W Highest possible level of waterina
reservoir, including active and inactive
(water below the level of dam outlets)
storage, and flood storage if provided for

STORAGE LEVELS CLASSIFICATION
NORMAL
Average storage of the last 10 years

CLOSE TO NORMAL
Shortfall up to 20% of normal storage

DEFICIENT:
Shortfall more than 20% and up to 60%
of normal storage

HIGHLY DEFICIENT
Shortfall more than 60% of normal

BASINWISE STORAGE

Southern and Western river systems
have the least water

BETTER THAN NORMAL
Ganga, Indus, Narmada

CLOSETO NORMAL

Mabhi, Kutch rivers, Mahanadi and
neighbouring east- and west-flowing
rivers of the South

DEFICIENT

Sabarmati, Godavari, Krishna, Cauvery,
neighbouring east-flowing rivers

HIGHLY DEFICIENT
Tapi

Source: Central Water Commission

AN EXPERT EXPLAINS

81%-90% 71%-80% 61%-70% 51%-60% 41%-50% 40%
and below

Northern - - - 1 1 4
Eastern - - - 1 - 14
Western - - - - - 27
Central - - 1 - 1 10
Southern 1 - - - - 30
Overallstatus 1 0 1 2 2 85

*No reservoir in any region is full to the extent of 91%-99%, or 100%, of FRL. Data as of June 13

Why healthy animals mean healthy humans, and how to meet that goal

TARUN SHRIDHAR

NOT SO long ago, the widespread prevalence
of avian influenza in poultry, or bird flu as it
commonly became known, created nation-
wide panic resulting in the culling of millions
of poultry birds. It was concern for human
health that prompted the extreme reaction
and subsequent establishment of protocols;
containment of avian influenza is managed
quite effectively now. Similarly, in 2003, SARS
or Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome em-
anated suddenly in China. This too vanished
soon, but not before an emergency response
that included extreme measures like travel
bans and restrictions.

In both cases, panic spread much faster
than the virus. Besides drawing a response
from governments, these events also brought

forth the hitherto forgotten philosophy of
One Health, which recognises inter-connec-
tivity among human health, the health of an-
imals, and the environment.

The One Health concept

The World Organization of Animal Health,
commonly known as OIE (an abbreviation of
its French title), summarises the One Health
concept as “human health and animal health
are interdependent and bound to the health
of the ecosystems in which they exist”. Circa
400 BC, Hippocrates in his treatise On Airs,
Waters and Places had urged physicians that
all aspects of patients’ lives need to be con-
sidered including their environment; disease
was a result of imbalance between man and
environment. So One Health is not a new con-
cept, though it is of late that it has been for-
malised in health governance systems.

As human populations expand, itresultsin
greater contact with domestic and wild ani-
mals, providing more opportunities for dis-
eases to pass from one to the other. Climate
change, deforestation and intensive farming
further disrupt environment characteristics,
while increased trade and travel result in closer
and more frequent interaction, thus increas-

ing the possibility of transmission of diseases.
According to the OIE, 60% of existing hu-
man infectious diseases are zoonotic i.e. they
are transmitted from animals to humans; 75%
of emerging infectious human diseases have
an animal origin. Of the five new human dis-
eases appearing every year, three originate in
animals. If this is not scary enough, 80% bio-
logical agents with potential bio-terrorist use
are zoonotic pathogens. It is estimated that
zoonotic diseases account for nearly two bil-
lion cases per year resulting in more than two
million deaths — more than from HIV/AIDS
and diarrhoea. One-fifth of premature deaths
in poor countries are attributed to diseases
transmitted from animals to humans.

The approach needed

This builds a strong case for strengthening
veterinary institutions and services. The most
effective and economical approach is to con-
trol zoonotic pathogens at their animal source.
It calls not only for close collaboration atlocal,
regional and global levels among veterinary,
health and environmental governance, but
also for greater investment in animal health
infrastructure. Developing countries like India
have much greater stake in strong One Health

systems on account of agricultural systems re-
sulting in uncomfortably close proximity of
animals and humans. This calls for strict health
surveillance to incorporate domestic animals,
livestock and poultry too. Humans require a
regular diet of animal protein. Thus, loss of
food animals on account of poor health or dis-
ease too becomes a public health issue even
though there may be no disease transmission,
and we lose 20% of our animals this way.

The size of India’s human and animal pop-
ulationsis almost the same; 121 crore people
(2011 Census) and 125.5 crore livestock and
poultry. Anetwork of 1.90 lakh health institu-
tions in the government sector form the back-
bone of health governance, supported by a
large number of private facilities. On the other
hand, only 65,000 veterinary institutions tend
to the health needs of 125.5 crore animals;
and this includes 28,000 mobile dispensaries
and first aid centres with bare minimum fa-
cilities. Private sector presence in veterinary
services is close to being nonexistent. Unlike
a physician, a veterinarian is always on a
house call on account of the logistic challenge
of transporting livestock to the hospital, un-
less they are domestic pets. There could not
be a stronger case for reinventing the entire

animal husbandry sector to be able to reach
every livestock farmer, not only for disease
treatment but for prevention and surveillance
to minimise the threat to human health. Early
detection at animal source can prevent dis-
ease transmission to humans and introduc-
tion of pathogens into the food chain.Soaro-
bust animal health system is the first and a
crucial step in human health.

We are slowly but surely moving towards
a strong and effective One Health regime, es-
tablishing a collaborative mechanism for joint
surveillance and monitoring, strengthening
disease reporting and control programmes.
While the institutional mechanism for One
Health governance is in place, the concept
would really catch the imagination if the crit-
ical importance of animal health in human
well-being were underscored continuously.
Disease surveillance has to go beyond humans
and encompass preventive health and hygiene
in livestock and poultry, improved standards
of animal husbandry for greater food safety,
and effective communication protocols be-
tween animal and public health systems.

Why it matters for India
The World Health Organization (WHO)

was set up in 1948 to, among other objec-
tives, promote cooperation to control human
diseases. India, a founding member, also
hosted the first meeting of WHO’s South East
Asia Regional Committee in October that
year. That cooperation and collaboration
among nations to control and contain ani-
mal diseases is a sine qua non for achieving
the WHO objectives had been recognised as
early asin 1924 when OIE was established to
fight animal diseases at the global level.
Somewhere down the line, animal health got
pushed back, more so in developing coun-
tries where scarce resources and popular pri-
orities needed a delicate balance.

Interestingly, the trigger for OIE was the un-
expected occurrence of rinderpest cattle dis-
ease in Belgium. The disease was attributed to
Zebu cattle originating fromIndiaand destined
for Brazil via Antwerp. So, India has been at the
forefront of both these apex bodies, though for
differentreasons. Let us keep ourselves healthy
— human, animal and environment.

The author is Secretary, Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare,
Department of Animal Husbandry

and Dairying
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BISHKEK LESSONS

SCO summit underlined that manoeuvring among US, China
and Russia is now a permanent condition for Indian diplomacy

LTHOUGH THE shadow of Pakistan followed him to the Bishkek summit of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation last week, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had bigger fish to fry at the forum that is constructing a new region,
now widely described as Eurasia. The SCO brings together two of the world’s
great powers — China and Russia — and four central Asian nations — Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan — with India and Pakistan. Launched by China and
Russia nearly two decades ago, the SCO has also been billed by some as the “Alliance of
the East” and as a continental counter to the US and more broadly, the maritime West. For
that very reason, it is seen as a major diplomatic challenge to Delhi that has moved steadily
closer to the US in recent years and embraced the Indo-Pacific maritime construct.

India’s navigation between the two competing worlds had become even more diffi-
cult as the US President Donald Trump ratchets up tensions with both China and Russia.
His renewal of American confrontation with Iran and the threat to pull out of Afghanistan
have thrown the region into fresh turmoil. Undaunted at Bishkek, Modi appeared to revel
inIndia’s emerging possibilities in the new dynamic. The big political mandate at home has
raised PM’s regional stature that he is happy to flaunt. Even as he demonstrated great per-
sonal warmth toward China’s Xi Jinping, Modi stood his ground on opposing the Belt and
Road Initiative and turning down China’s advice to begin talks with Pakistan. With President
Vladimir Putin of Russia, Modi sought to expand the strategic partnership with Russia to
new areas of defence and energy. Modi, however, joined Xi and Putin in opposing the new
threats to global trade from new American unilateralism under Trump. The need to ma-
noeuvre between Moscow, Beijing and Washington is now a permanent condition for
Indian diplomacy and will be put to test again at the G-20 summit later this month.

On the regional front, PM’s bilateral engagement with the host nation Kyrgyzstan un-
derlined the new political commitment to realise the full potential of India’s relations with
the Central Asian republics. Bishkek summit also revealed India’s deepening challenges with
Afghanistan and Pakistan. While India continues to emphasise an “Afghan-owned and
Afghan-led” peace process, Kabul has become increasingly marginal as major powers ne-
gotiate with the Taliban. On a positive note, the forum strongly endorsed India’s concerns
on cross-border terrorism. Modi did exchange pleasantries with Prime Minister Imran
Khan, but is in no mood to revive talks without major steps from Pakistan on shutting
down its terror factories. And, Imran’s domestic standing is diminishing by the day as a
series of political and economic crises envelop Pakistan. Modi, then, is willing to wait.

IF THE RAINS FAIL

Low retail food inflation, ample stocks of pulses and cereals give
government leeway to plan for the exigencies of a poor monsoon

TSEARLY days yet, but the prospects of a failed monsoon loom large in the first year

of the Narendra Modi government’s second term, as in 2014 and 2015. The first

half of this month has seen the country receive 43 per cent below-normal rainfall,

on top of a 25 per cent deficiency in the pre-monsoon season (March-May).
Moreover, Gujarat, Maharashtra, northern Karnataka, coastal Andhra Pradesh and large
areas in the Northeast have been experiencing an extended dry spell since the last post-
monsoon period (October-December). If current conditions persist — the US Climate
Prediction Center has forecast an 81 per cent chance of El Nino, the abnormal warming
of the equatorial eastern Pacific Ocean waters known to adversely impact rainfall in India,
continuing till July and 66 per cent up to August — kharif crop production will take a hit.
The agriculture ministry’s data already shows a9 per cent fall in plantings so far this kharif
season compared with last year’s corresponding acreage, with even sharper declines for
pulses (51 per cent) and coarse cereals (26 per cent).

There is a difference, though, in the situation now relative to five years ago. In May
2014, retail food inflation was at 8.89 per cent year-on-year. In May 2019, it was only 1.83
per cent, while ruling below general consumer price inflation for an unprecedented 33
months in arow. Also, this time, government agencies are holding huge stocks of not just
wheat and rice, but also pulses. While most pulses, barring arhar, are still trading below
their minimum support price levels, even the little inflation now building up in many
vegetables, milk or poultry products should not ring alarm bells. If anything, they repre-
sent a healthy price correction after a prolonged bearish phase in agricultural commod-
ity markets, triggered both by global factors (collapse of exports) and domestic policies
(inflation targeting and demonetisation).

Given the delayed onset of monsoon and likely rainfall deficit, farmers should be ad-
vised to sow short-duration pulses (moong and urad), soyabean, groundnut, sesame, guar
and fodder crops, apart from maize and cotton that need less water than paddy or sug-
arcane. More important, however, is to think beyond the immediate. That would mean
freeing up agricultural markets by totally abolishing stocking, movement and export re-
strictions on produce; giving farmers the freedom to sell their crop to anybody and any-
where; and replacing all input and output subsidies with per-acre direct benefit transfers.
The farm sector must no longer be viewed as a source of wage-goods for meeting indus-
trialisation or inflation-targeting goals, but a potent instrument for raising rural incomes
and reducing poverty.
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WORDLY WISE

IF YOU THINK IT’S GOING TO RAIN, IT WILL.
— CLINT EASTWOOD

Case for compassion

Violence incubates in our society. Insensitivity
to it makes the doctor vulnerable

SHAH ALAM KHAN

THE RECENT ASSAULT on junior doctorsina
medical college in Kolkata — that caused se-
rious injuries to two interns — needs to be
strongly condemned. Such violence is unique
to the Indian Subcontinent. A number of
studies have shown that violence at the
workplace can have negative and disastrous
effects on employee satisfaction and work
performance. Having said that, doctors too
are not completely innocent. It appears that
the mob mentality has come to rule our so-
cial consciousness, preying on even the most
elite members of the society. This needs
deeper introspection by the society in gen-
eral and the medical fraternity in particular.
Itisimportant to remember that we have in-
stitutionalised violence through politics,
caste, religion, economics and gender dis-
crimination. We have created a hierarchical
social order through such institutionalised
violence. Doctors are amongst those who sit
at the top of this hierarchy.

Broadly speaking, India has two types of
healthcare facilities — public and private.
The latter delivers nearly 80 per cent of the
country’s healthcare. Doctors in both pub-
lic and the private sectors are at the receiv-
ing end of violence. The public sector is in
general blamed for most of the faults of the
services sector. We need to understand,
therefore, why reactions are different when
it comes to doctors.

Violence as a means of effecting “justice”
is common in Indian society but a large part
of the intellectual class, including doctors, re-
mains insensitive to this problem, till they are
affected. I have worked with some of the best
minds in the profession. But I wonder how
many of my seniors, colleagues and juniors
would even know about the tombstones in
India’s graveyard of injustice and violence.
Most of my professional brethren haven’t
even heard about the Khairlanji massacre,
they don’t understand the reasons behind the
Bhagalpur blindings, don’t care about what
happened at Naroda Patiya and fail to under-
stand the logic behind the Adivasi protestsin
Chhattisgarh’s forests. We doctors have anin-
sulated existence, unaware of the institution-
alised violence faced by common people. This

Solutions like beefing up
security within hospital
premises can only provide
temporary relief. In contrast,
sensitising a young doctor
towards the problems of the
poor and underprivileged
can be a simple solution that
could reap dividends in the
long-run. Compassion,
unfortunately, cannot be
taught. Teaching behavioural
sciences at undergraduate
and post-graduate levels can
be helpful. Acquainting the
young doctor to social
prejudices could also be a
way to inculcate compassion.

is the most important reason for violence
coming back to haunt doctors, painfully so.
The young Indian doctor is angry at the injus-
tice meted out to him/her without realising
that Dalits, minorities, women and other un-
derprivileged sections of Indian society suffer
such violence on a regular basis.

Some may argue, correctly so, that in-
justices and tragedies should not be com-
pared. But in the case of doctors, this argu-
ment does not hold much ground because
doctors in India are considered next to god.
Most doctors wear this idolisation with
pride and this leads to hubris. The doctor-
patient relationship in India is thus more
than merely “professional”. The acceptance
of this god-like status by Indian physicians
is problematic, in fact, it works against
them. Gods are not supposed to mint
money and they are not supposed to have
flaws. And, when they fall short of such
standards of divinity, the illiterate and the
deprived faithful unleash violence on them.
India’s doctors should realise that their ac-
ceptance of a divine status makes them vul-
nerable to violence by patients.

The rampant corporatisation of medical
practice and erosion of medical ethics in pri-
vate and public set- ups is another reason for
doctors facing the music. Corporatisation is
known to have changed the behavioural pat-
terns of healthcare personnel. Misbehaviour,
over-treatment, under-treatment and bla-
tantly over-priced treatment today consti-
tutes an important part of the medical cul-
ture. Unfortunately, not many amongst us
are willing to fight it.|am yet to read a state-
ment by an authorised/statuary body of
medicine or surgery in the country that con-
demns outright the malpractices of its mem-
bers. Such hoodwinking goes on till coercion
from the other side assumes threatening pro-
portions.

The country’s medical fraternity, espe-
cially young doctors, should realise that we
work with limitations of infrastructure. The
poor conditions of government hospitals,
particularly those in large parts of rural
India, is no secret. Lack of proper infrastruc-
ture leads to improper care — this creates

conditions rife for violence. With one
doctor for every 2,000 people, the situation
is bound to get out of hand at times.
The working hours for residents, who
form the backbone of public-funded
healthcare, is dreadfully irrational but no
one, not even the medical fraternity, wants
to raise the issue with the administrative
authorities concerned.

It would, therefore, be wrong for doc-
tors, including those involved in the current
agitation in West Bengal, to turn against pa-
tients. Their anger should be directed at the
systemic failures, which leads to infrastruc-
ture shortage. The doctors should, in fact,
send out the message that they are not
against patients. A simple way to assert this
point would be to run out-patient clinics
outside their hospitals on days when they
are on strike. Strikes by doctors can also be
tricky from an ethical standpoint. It is cor-
rect to fight injustices but a doctor under
the Hippocratic Oath is contractually
obliged to care for the patient — this over-
rides all other responsibilities of a physi-
cian. Striking work complicates the issue in
other ways too: Loss of public sympathy,
brinkmanship of the administrators and de-
monising by the media erodes the moral
standing of the doctors.

Solutions like beefing up security within
hospital premises can only provide tempo-
rary relief. In contrast, sensitising a young
doctor towards the problems of the poor
and underprivileged can be a simple solu-
tion that could reap dividends in the long-
run. Compassion, unfortunately, cannot be
taught. Teaching behavioural sciences at
undergraduate and post-graduate levels
can be helpful. Acquainting the young doc-
tor to social prejudices could also be a way
to inculcate compassion. In other words,
young physicians should be made aware
that the violence they suffer incubates in
the society they live in. Insensitivity to such
violence makes one vulnerable to it.

Khan is professor of orthopaedics, AIIMS,
New Delhi and author of Announcing the
Monster, Views are personal

READING GANDHI IN | EHRAN

Adecade later, the peaceful Green Movement continues to inspire Iranians worldwide

RAMIN JAHANBEGLOO

TEN YEARS AGO, the world watched in ad-
miration the peaceful, non-violent protests of
young Iranians in the aftermath of Iran’s
fraudulent presidential elections of June
2009 that re-elected Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad as president. On June 12, inte-
rior minister Sadeq Mahsouli, an ally of
Ahmadinejad, declared that the president
had won the election with 62.6 per cent of
the vote against 33.7 percent for Mir Hossein
Mousavi, a reformist politician, who served
as prime minister from 1981 to 1989. The
protests in Tehran began by denouncing the
presidential election results. When the ad-
ministration clamped down, the people cre-
ated a massive civil movement. In the days
and months that followed, the state author-
ities were challenged by what came to be
known as the “Green Movement”, the
biggest non-violent challenge to Iran’s rulers
since they gained power in 1979.

Inwhat is now understood as a Gandhian
moment in post-revolutionary Iran, young
men and women from all walks of life
protested for fundamental changes in the
leadership of the Islamic Republic, its eco-
nomic system, and many other civic issues.
Also, for the first time in three decades, Iran’s
public spaces saw extraordinary heroism
from women demonstrators, who were
beaten up, arrested, and killed. Neda Agha-
Soltan, a 26-year-old philosophy student,
who bled to death after being shot during a
peaceful demonstration in Tehran, became
the symbol of the fighting Iranian women.

The demonstrators condemned violence

For those who seek a more
tolerant, pluralistic and
democratic order in Iran, the
rise of the Green Movement
was an explosion of
democratic thought and
action, which created a ‘new
unity of purpose’ among
Iranians around the

world since the downfall

of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi
in 1979.

and the exercise of power without ethics by
the authorities. The Iranian political society
had abandoned ethical values since the con-
stitutional revolution of 1906-1911 and
adopted violence as a means to force regime
change. So, the non-violent action by the
Iranian Green Movement was proof of a new
political maturity and moral integrity. The
Green Movement chose civil disobedience,
particularly silent demonstrations, to unify
people, which gave ita “Gandhian” tone. This
rather spiritual and peaceful spirit of the
Green Movement that saw the participation
of a large number of young Iranians, was a
huge motivation for the young Arabs, who
two years later, took to streets in Tunis, Cairo,
Damascus and Bahrain to challenge the un-
democratic order in their countries.

The Green Movement was quickly
crushed by the authorities. But it impressed
the civil society actors in Iran about the need
to go beyond all forms of violence in political
action. The brutal policies of the authorities,
since the 1979 revolution, have made many
people inside and outside Iran believe that
only a violent showdown can force regime
change in the country. However, the atmos-
phere that precipitated the Green Movement
has promoted radically decentralised polit-
ical associations and non-hierarchical values
among the [ranian youth. Living through two
revolutions, one coup d’état, one armed oc-
cupation and sporadic guerilla warfare in one
century, several generations of Iranians are
exposed to the horrors of violence.

In this context, the Green Movement is

not only an important moment in Iranian
history, but also a milestone in the history of
non-violent initiatives across the globe. For
those who seek a more tolerant, pluralistic
and democratic order in Iran, the rise of the
Green Movement represents an explosion of
democratic thought and action, which cre-
ated a “new unity of purpose” among
Iranians around the world since the down-
fall of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi in 1979. A
decade since its eruption, the Green
Movement is viewed as a promising indige-
nous movement for democracy.

It's useful to remember that two out of
three people in Iran today are under 35. They
make up one-third of the electorate in the
presidential elections. These young Iranians,
many of them well-educated, may not pose
a threat to the regime in Tehran, which has
vast paramilitary and police resources at its
disposal. But given the demographics, pol-
icy decisions that do not factor in the views
of the young Iranians could severely threaten
the very foundations of the Islamic regime.

The idea of the Green Movement as a
democratic learning community has not dis-
appeared. Many Iranians see the moral
claims made by it as a legitimate counter to
the values claimed by the Iranian theocracy.
Young Iranians will continue to read Gandhi
in Tehran, though it may take another gen-
eration to make the Gandhian dream of non-
violent political change a reality.

The writer is professor-vice dean, Jindal
Global University
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US-SOVIET TALKS

US PRESIDENT JIMMY Carter and Soviet
President Leonid Brezhnev planned to talk
business in the first east-west summit meet-
ing in nearly five years. They open their for-
mal talks with an exchange of verbal state-
ments outlining often-conflicting positions
on global, regional and bilateral issues. Carter
and Brezhnev exchanged brief pleasantries
last night in a call on Austria’s president and
shared a box at a glittering first night per-
formance of the Austrian state opera.

POWER CRISIS
MAHARASHTRA IS UNDER the worst power
crisis in the annals of history. A five-day total

power cut to all general industries, including
textile mills has been announced. The contin-
uous process industries will be subjected to
75 per cent energy and demand cut on their
basic quotas. They will be allowed to retain 25
per cent quota to prevent damage to equip-
ment. The drastic measures to curtail con-
sumption were announced by Chief Minister
Sharad Pawar at a press conference after get-
ting cabinet approval and post consultations
with representatives of labour and industries.

L N MISHRA PROBE

THE SPECIAL MAGISTRATE, Patna, reserved
orders on the petition of four Ananda Margis,
accused in the L N Mishra murder case, re-

newing their plea for release on bail. He also
reserved orders on another petition submit-
ted by them for the production of four doc-
uments which had acquired importance in
the context of “newspaper reports that there
is going to be fresh probe in Mr Mishra’s mur-
der case”.The magistrate fixed July 17 as the
next date for hearing the case. The petition-
ers, who are lodged in the Phulwari Sharif
camp jail in Patna, are Santoshanand,
Arteshanand, Sudevanand and Krishna
Mohan Singh alias Gopaljee. Referring to the
rejection of their earlier petition for bail, they
sought to reiterate their plea on the ground
that “there is no chance or possibility of the
case being opened in the near future”.
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Let me count the ways

Girish Karnad’s phenomenal creativity was fuelled by the fact that he tapped
into several different linguistic traditions, contexts and resonances

ALOK RAI

THE FLOOD OF obituary encomia speaks of
Girish Karnad’s clearly immoderate pursuit
of distinction. Even a fraction of what he
achieved in diverse fields — in theatre and
cinema, as a writer and a performer, actor,
director, institution builder, as a public in-
tellectual who embodied courage but also
grace — would have been sufficient. More
than, Karnad’s career is an amalgam of many
different kinds of excellence. Excellence
such that, for instance, the Rhodes
Scholarship and the Oxford Union presi-
dentship are barely visible in the glow that
comes from all the other marks of recogni-
tion: The numerous Padma awards,
President’s awards, Sahitya Akademi,
Sangeet Natak, Jnanpith, you name it —
awards for direction, for acting, for writing;
for positions held with distinction. And even,
on occasion, forsworn with distinction: He
resigned from the directorship of the Film
and Television Institute of India following
the declaration of Emergency in 1975. All
things considered, so to speak — the sums
don’t add up: All of this couldn’t just relate
to one man. It is entirely appropriate then
that this is no longer about one man —
Karnad has become an icon. And this is my
brief, preliminary exploration of the mean-
ings of this iconicity. (Forgive me, my friend.)

The last time I saw Girish Karnad was at
the memorial meeting for Gauri Lankesh, in
Bengaluru — on the first anniversary of her
murder. Many people have recalled his show-
ing up at the auditorium that day. He was in
frail health, he was strapped to his wheelchair
and was carrying breathing apparatus as well
as anoxygen cylinder, and a placard that read
“lamanurbannaxal”, alluding to the idiot ac-
cusation that is being bandied about by the
geniuses in the home ministry to quell dissent.
As I recall, the memorial meeting was con-
ducted mainly in Kannada. But I remember
feeling very moved by the occasion itself —
and by Girish’s noble, exemplary presence

there. He was already being absorbed into
myth: A figure from a lost world of intellec-
tual distinction and of moral courage, in which
honour could coexist with grace and subtlety
and nuance, and not degenerate into toxic
machismo. My own Kannada being some-
what limited, I left early.

In the Delhi I know, such a meeting would
have been conducted in English, it would have
been attended by people who are effectively
— and all too often, I fear, ineffectively —
Anglophone. In the Allahabad I live in now,
such ameeting could only be in Hindi —buta
memorial meeting for someone who had at-
tracted the ire of the Hindu right would be in-
conceivable. It would be attacked by merce-
nary louts whose headbands reflect the colour
of the ruling dispensation — currently, saffron.
Between the metropolitan Anglophone pos-
sibility and the mofussil vernacular impossi-
bility, there is a story waiting to be told, about
the fate of bilingualism in our India.

The fate of bilingualism has drawn the at-
tention of scholars from time to time.
Ramachandra Guha'’s reflection on the phe-
nomenon of Girish Karnad, written on the oc-
casion of his 80th birthday, remarked on
Karnad’s multilingual being — he was revis-
ing the proofs of the Marathi translation of his
original Kannada work. Apropos Karnad, the
argumentis arelatively simple one: Karnad’s
monstrous creativity was fuelled by the fact
that he tapped into several different linguistic
traditions, contexts and resonances. Culturally
promiscuous, Karnad tapped into different
languages, into myth and folklore, into the
classical and the popular, into what was in-
digenous and what was foreign but only un-
til it had been assimilated — so Yayati, so
Hayavadana. As moralists have always
warned, promiscuity breeds — which is why
the cultural nationalists in khaki shorts are so
committed to cultural virginity. Creativity has
consequences. Thereis anirony in the fact that
Karnad the “urban naxal” first came to na-
tional attention with his epoch-marking rep-
resentation of the much-reviled Nehru as
Tughlag, backin the 1960s. Because, of course,
in a time of cultural vigilantes, that same
Nehru is now also much-missed.

But thereis alarger argument there. Many
of the leaders of the freedom movement —
Gandhi, Nehru, Ambedkar, Azad and Bose —
were fluently multilingual. (Even Savarkar was
bilingual, but he probably had rather less to
dowith the freedom movement.) However, it

The last time I saw Girish
Karnad was at the memorial
meeting for Gauri Lankesh,
in Bengaluru — on the first
anniversary of her murder.
Many people have recalled
his showing up at the
auditorium that day. He was
in frail health, he was
strapped to his wheelchair
and was carrying breathing
apparatus as well as an
oxygen cylinder, and a
placard that read Tam an
urban naxal’, alluding to the
idiot accusation that is being
bandied about by the
geniuses in the home
ministry to quell dissent.

has been remarked that there has been a de-
cline of bilingual competence in our political
leadership. Some might even suggest a de-
cline of linguistic competence generally, and
a replacement thereof by a certain post-lin-
gual reliance on muscle and machismo.
However, that is not germane to my argument
which, by way of obituary tribute to Karnad,
seeks to raise the question of what has hap-
pened to our polity as a consequence of these
developments.

At a popular level, of course, multilin-
gualism has always been the norm in India.
Perhaps the only difference is that a kind of
English — like this only — has become part
of the assertive vernacular mix. However, at
the level of public discourse, there has been
atotal fracture: The Anglophone universe —
Lutyens’ Delhi, Khan Market Gang, what-
ever — is counterposed, in a reciprocally
abusive relationship with its vernacular oth-
ers. This is a multiple tragedy, of which the
present denouement is a mere prelude,
mere appetiser.

Inanessay on “bilingualism”, Guha refers
to U R Ananthamurthy’s notion of “vernacu-
lar anxiety” — the familiar avidity with which
the vernacular intellectual seeks “English”
recognition. As a counterpart to this vernac-
ular anxiety, Guha proposes a notion of “cos-
mopolitan anxiety” — the complex condition
of the metropolitan Anglophone, locked in a
contradictory position thatis compounded of
social privilege and a longing for secularism
and progress and modernity. These comple-
mentary anxieties, the tense stand-off be-
tween English and the “vernacular” languages
imparts a kind of toxic, Cold War-like stabil-
ity to the status quo. But English is too deeply
implicated with privilege to be an adequate
guardian for secularism and modernity — in-
deed, it might even be a liability. Further, the
Anglophone elite is ill-positioned — too bur-
dened with social guilt — to call out the
pseudo-democrats who conceal their com-
mitment to caste privilege behind the mask
of the vernacular. The resultant political im-
passe is ominous — and is, I suggest, the ex-
planation for why an ailing Karnad dragged
himself in his wheelchair, to a meeting in
memory of the murdered Gauri Lankesh. And
why it matters that Kannada was the predom-
inant language there.

The writer taught at the Department of
English, Delhi University
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LAST WEEK, governments in both
Bangladesh and Pakistan presented their
budgets, and a look at the editorials on the
subjectin leading newspapers in both coun-
tries presents the contrasts in their economic
trajectories and political structures. The June
16 editorial in The Daily Star, for instance, ap-
pears somewhat disappointed at the Sheikh
Hasina government for “failing to address old
concerns”. Dawn, on June 13, on the other
hand, calls the Pakistan budget “ambitious
and risky” since the “the real GDP rate is set
to fall by 2.4 per cent next year”.

InBangladesh, the fact that a government
which has had “the luxury of seven contin-
uous budgets” did not use the opportunity
toaddress the “issues from past budgets and
make use of its budgetary intervention to
now address some of the more burning eco-
nomic concerns — such as lack of employ-
ment generation, rising non-performing
loans and others — that we have. That, how-
ever, does not seem very likely from the
budget proposal.” In a rising and successful
economy, Bangladesh’s media appears to be
impatient for a more aggressive reform
agenda from the government.

In Pakistan, meanwhile, as the prospects
for the economy are far more bleak, and the
“government has presented a harsh budget

keeping its balance while adhering to its tar-
gets.” With inflation rising and revenue
falling, the ambitious targets set by the Imran
Khan government will be tough to meet. The
austerity measures may bring “a smile on the
face of the IMF, but the people of Pakistan
have very little to cheer about”. The finance
minister, according to the editorial, “Having
made the choice to let Pakistanis feel the pain
first, the government has asked they make a
large sacrifice for the sake of the macroeco-
nomic health of the state. Now it must wait
for their answer as the budget measures are
implemented.”

HomMmE AND THE WORLD

THE JUNE 14 editorial in The Himalayan Times
touches upon an issue of increasing signifi-
cance for young Nepalis, both in the country
as well as around the world. Many students
go abroad to study and work, given the
paucity of opportunities domestically, and
“Recently, even students who have not
passed XI and XII, which have been cate-
gorised as secondary school education, are
opting for diploma and language courses,
hoping to get good jobs abroad. The Ministry
of Education, Science and Technology
(MOEST) assists them by providing a No
Objection Certificate (NoC) along with for-

The Nepal government’s decision to im-
pose a ban on issuing such NoCs especially
to those opting for non-academic courses in
Australiaand New Zealand, according to the
editorial, is in principle against the constitu-
tionally-guaranteed right to education.

It is also an example of the government
trying to cover up its own failures by acting
ina parochial manner. The editorial demands
that the order be rolled back: “Going by the
number of students opting for non-academic
courses abroad, it is a clear indication that
the government has failed to offer similar
courses which could provide more jobs
within the country. These courses are very
popular and practical in developed countries
to drive their economies forward. The min-
istry has not given any convincing reason as
towhy ittook such aradical move.Italsodid
not consult the stakeholders and experts be-
fore taking this decision. It will affect alarge
number of youths, especially from the rural
areas, who find it hard to get past the foreign
language tests (TOEFL or IELTS), which are
necessary for tertiary education. Evidently,
every move taken by the government re-
cently has landed in controversy, be it the
Media Council Bill or Guthi Bill. It appears as
if it wants to take everything in its grip. The
only way to correct the mistake is to roll back
the decision.”

ACCORDING TO the June 12 editorial in The
Island, the Sri Lankan government is divided
and bickering over the parliamentary select
committee (PSC) setup to probe the Easter
Sunday bombings. This is in keeping with the
newspaper’s line since the bombing, from
when it has consistently pointed out that the
government has been unable to handle the
crisis presented by terrorism and, in fact, has
often blamed it for negligence. It says: “One
need not be surprised if the blame for ignor-
ing intelligence warnings of impending ter-
ror attacks is laid at President Sirisena’s feet.
The PSC process has been abused under suc-
cessive governments, and the President’s fear
is not unfounded.”

The editorial’s disappointment at the
cabinet borders on despondency, as it high-
lights the differences between President
Maithripala Sirisena and Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe: “Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe has said the Cabinet has no
control over matters concerning PSCs. What
he says is true, but it is not the whole truth.
The President cannot be unaware of what
the PM says; what he is trying to do is to
leverage his position as the Head of the
Cabinet to pressure the government to sus-
pend the PSC. Parliament does as the Speaker
says, and the Speaker does as the PM says.”
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“As trade protectionism and unilateralism are bringing unprecedented impacts
to free trade and multilateralism, the BRI and the SCO show their outstanding

value.”

— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Democracy
and tyranny

There is an intimate connection between
the two seemingly opposed concepts

IN GOoOoD FAITH

V1iJAY TANKHA

ALTHOUGH THEY APPEAR as polar oppo-
sites, there is, or at least was, an intimate
connection between democracy and
tyranny, one which also troubled people
in the past. The Athenian state’s experi-
ment with democracy, almost 25 cen-
turies ago, lasted 200 years (its demise is
fantastically dated to August 2, 338 BCE,
even more precisely to three in the after-
noon, when the Macedonians over-
whelmed the Athenians and their allies in
the battle of Chaeronea), proving once
again the truism, nothing lasts.

Though the first democracies arose ear-
lier, possibly influenced by the colonisa-
tion of coastal territories in the late 700s,
the Athenian version is best known.
Elsewhere, monarchies gave way to tyran-
nies, so smoothly sometimes there was lit-
tle perceived difference between monarch
and tyrant; dynastic succession did not al-
ways distinguish them. Phaidon of Argos,
though a legitimate ruler, notes Aristotle,
“was a king who became a tyrant” (be-
cause of his despotic acts). The ideology of
the turranos is complicated by the fact that
although demonised by the intellectual
elites, many of these tyrants had popular
support and indeed came to power with
the help of the demos (public): Though
their detractors show them as taking ad-
vantage of the ignorance of the populace
and, once having gained power, of holding
on to it by force and deception.

The odium now associated with the
word turranos, was slow to grow (Sanskrit
and classical Chinese have no equivalent
term). The tyrant was a usurper, one who
seized power, or even came to power
through illegitimate means (illegitimate
as far as the ruling class were concerned
at any rate: The tyrant was not born to
rule). Tyrants could come to power in one
of several different ways. Usually some
member of the ruling elite would take con-
trol during times of emergency (like
Pericles at Athens, who was called “the first
citizen of the democracy”). Such a person
might, and often did, decline to step down
when the crisis had passed, like Dionysus
at Syracuse. Other ways of becoming sole
ruler was to marry a widowed queen and
thereby become king (or tyrant), as did
Oedipus at Thebes who “saved the city
from pestilence”. Of course, he had un-
knowingly widowed the queen-mother!

Tyrannical rule was not necessarily
tyrannical in our sense of the term. The
tyrant, like all rulers, had to balance the
interests of the rich and the poor, while
maintaining if not enhancing his own
prestige and honour. Greek tyrants were
patrons of the arts, attracting poets and
singers to their courts. Naturally, the dom-
inant poetic mode of the time were songs
of praise, eulogising powerful patrons,
though often with an undercurrent of
irony increasingly laced with hope-filled
moralising. Tyrants were also big on mon-

amphitheatres and baths. Designed both
toimpress their subjects as well as to glo-
rify themselves. Indeed fame and glory,
through war or competitive games, be-
came the conceptual handmaids of ab-
solute rulers.

Although he was one of them, the tyrant
was feared by the aristocrats, for it was their
wealth he was likely to seize. Many tyrants
in those days came to power through the
help of the people. Thus the close link be-
tween democracy and tyranny: Tyrants
with popular support could seize and retain
power. Aristotle notes as much in his study
of Greek constitutional history: “And inold
times whenever the same man became
leader of the people and general, they used
to change the constitution to a tyranny; for
almost the largest number of the tyrants of
early days have arisen from being leaders
of the people.”

Winning popular support and retain-
ing it was not always easy: Peisistratus
rode into Athens once on a chariot driven
by an actor dressed as the goddess Athena.
Grandiloquence and persuasion were
keys to the bellies if not the minds of the
citizens. Once in place, the tyrant was dif-
ficult if not impossible to dislodge; it of-
ten needed outside help. The Athenians
lived with the embarrassment of having
their democracy restored with the aid of
their anti-democratic arch rival Sparta in
403 BC when the short-lived but bloody
reign of the 30 tyrants was brought to an
end. Politics was never not about es-
tranged bedfellows.

Anticipating Shakespeare, the
Athenians likened the tyrant to “a ser-
pents egg which, hatch’d, would as his
kind grow mischievous”, and took rather
elaborate if questionable steps to prevent
his growth. Their chief instrument was os-
tracism: Any citizen could bring a charge
against any (prominent) person who, in
his view, might violently seize power; the
whole citizen body could then vote him
into exile. Like extradition today, poten-
tially undesirable persons could be legally
got rid of (without their actually having
committed a crime).

But while tyrants were feared and
hated, they were also the subject of adula-
tion. The hubris of Gyges, tyrant of Lydia,
appeared as “an unrestrained sensuality
that went hand in hand with unrestrained
political power”. Plato too touches upon the
theme of tyrant envy. All men envy tyrants
in the way that all men worship wealth and
power. The tyrantis above the laws and can
do what he wants; a complete lack of re-
straint or moderation (an aristocratic
virtue) typically characterised his rule.

The chief difference between tyranny
and democracy was the place accorded to
free speech. Not surprisingly, tyrants did-
n’tlike to hear what they didn’t like. Poetic
speech was usually duplicitous, not merely
delighting, but seeking refuge in ambiguity.
Comedy itself was said to have arisen
among uncouth peasantry, along with the
democracy, in Megara. Political comedy
only flourished in democratic Athens. It suf-
fered, like most political discourse, a quick
demise. In the later Greek anecdotal tradi-
tion, those who stood up to tyrants were
usually philosophers, unimpressed by ei-
ther wealth or power and unapologetic in
the face of death. “For to oppose evil men is
the chief aim we set ourselves,” Philosophy
reminds Boethius, as she recounts her loss
of prestige and increasing neglect.

The writer taught philosophy
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
DgjA Vu
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Let him go’ LETTER OF THE
(IE,June 14). The resignation drama has WEEK AWARD

played out in the past and we know
how such episodes end. If Rahul Gandhi
really wants to go, the Congress should
let him do so and choose someone from
outside the family to lead the party. But,
where is the party? Congress working
committee members are nominated
members. It is too much to expect from
them to approve Rahul’s exit.

M CJoshi, Lucknow

FOR PEACE’S SAKE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Calling at-
tention’(IE, June 14). The continued ter-
rorists attacks on the security forces
show that anti-India elements are alive
and active. They can defy the intelli-
gence set up. The CRPFleadership needs
to take note. The weak points must be
identified and corrective measures
adopted.

Subhash Vaid, Noida

LET US JOKE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Joke is on
Kerala’ (IE, June 14). It is sad that satire,
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one of the most potent weapons of free
speech, is under threat. We need to un-
derstand that a society that lampoons
itself is not lampooned by others.
Sangeeta Kampani, Delhi






