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TV PICKS

Roland Garros: SS Select 2
(SD & HD), 2.30 p.m.

ICC World Cup: South Africa
vs Bangladesh, Star Sports 1
&2 (SD & HD), 3 p.m.

FIFA U-20 World Cup: Sony
Ten 2 (SD & HD), 9.30 p.m.
NBA: Sony Ten 1 (SD & HD),
5.30 a.m. (Monday)

IN BRIEF

Aditi makes cut at the
US Women's Open
CHARLESTON

Aditi Ashok birdied three
times on her second nine
including the final hole to
card an even par 71 and make
the cut at the US Women's
Open. Aditi was one-over 143
and placed Tied-33rd as there
were still many players yet to
complete the round. Mamiko
Higa of Japan posted an
even-par 71 to maintain a
one-stroke lead in the
weather-hit second round. e1i

Patra qualifies for World
Cup parallel bars final
NEW DELHI

Indian gymnast Rakesh
Kumar Patra has qualified for
the parallel bars finals at the
FIG World Cup in Koper,
Slovenia. He was placed eight
with a score of 13.250. The
top eight qualify for the
finals. The FIG World Cup in
Koper is third of the seven
World Challenge Cup Series
for 2019. pmi

Sidhanta
Patnaik
passes away

g
Sidhanta Patnaik.

SPORTS REPORTER
BENGALURU

Bengaluru Sports journal-
ist Sidhanta Patnaik passed
away here on Saturday af-
ter a prolonged illness. He
was 34.

Born in Bhubaneswar,
Sidhanta spent most of his
journalism career in Ben-
galuru. He began his career
as a freelance writer with
Cricket Country, before
joining Wisden India in
2012. He was an integral
part of the Wisden India Al-
manack team, and oversaw
the running of Women’s
CricZone website and ma-
gazine until recently.

A champion of women’s
cricket, Sidhanta co-auth-
ored a book titled The Fire
Burns Blue: A History of
Women’s Cricket in India.

Sidhanta is survived by
his parents, wife and
daughter. The Sports Wri-
ters Association of Banga-
lore (SWAB) condoled his
death.

SUDOKU

The allrounder’s scintillating performance was the cornerstone of India’s 2011 WC triumph

MEMORY FILES

VIJAY LOKAPALLY

He was fighting oppo-
nents, and himself too,
in a silent campaign to live a
dream. Something was hap-
pening to his body. “Not to
the spirit,” Yuvraj Singh was
to recount later, glancing at
the picture in his drawing
room of holding the World
Cup, rejoicing with the team.

He was part of India’s
World Cup triumph in 2011
after unsuccessful attempts
in 2003 and 2007 and it was
a kind of “nirvana” for the
celebrated cricketer who in-
itially wanted to be a cham-
pion at roller skating. He has
a pair still tucked away in an
attic.

Yuvraj was a toddler when
Kapil Dev’s team was making
history in 1983 at the World
Cup. “He hailed from Chan-
digarh and was a hero to us. I
grew up listening to inspiring
tales of Kapil paaji,” said the
left-hander, who was ‘Man-

(:) I grew up listening to

inspiring tales of
Kapil paaji

of-the-Series’ when India re-
gained the Cup in 2011.

Key element

He aggregated 362 runs and,
importantly, claimed 15 wick-
ets. Yuvraj’s bowling, experts
insisted, was the key element
in India’s win. His tally of
wickets was far more than
some of the established bow-
lers in the team.

“The decision to bowl was
important,” Yuvraj observed.
It helped the team gain a
bowler who could strike a
restrictive line and length
and also make far-reaching
breakthroughs. Yuvraj bow-
led 75 overs in nine matches
— with five for 31in 10 overs
against Ireland as his best.
He also bowled his full quota
in the knockout matches
against Australia, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka. As batsman,
his 113 against West Indies
had come at a critical stage.

“It was a dream. I had a
medical condition to deal
with. I would feel breathless
and cough constantly. But
the dream of winning the
Cup was the driving force of
my life,” said Yuvraj who
must have repeated these
lines countless times.

No wonder, Sachin Ten-
dulkar described Yuvraj apt-
ly in the message for his auto-
biography, calling him ‘Pure
Inspiration’. In his heart,
Yuvraj has “reverence” for
Tendulkar, who he describes
as “simply amazing.”

Rigorous preparation
The impact that Yuvraj made
on the 2011 World Cup was
the result of some rigorous
preparation that helped him
play every match of the tour-
nament.

The circumstances de-
manded him to be perform-
ing consistently. He did not
let down his team, bowled
with his heart, batted with a
calm mind, emerging the de-
cisive factor on the field. His

absence, in hindsight, may
have proved catastrophic for
Indian cricket.

Yuvraj came into the 2011
World Cup with an expe-
rience of 265 ODIs but his ca-
reer lasted another 30 one-
dayers after the tournament
was over. His last ODI appea-
rance for India came in June
2017 in the West Indies as na-
tional selectors looked
beyond this fine all-rounder,
who trudged the course of
domestic cricket for two
years in vain, waiting for an
opportunity to showcase his
fitness and utility amidst ris-
ing competition.

In The Test of My Life,
where he writes of his jour-
ney from cricket to cancer
and back, Yuvraj shares his
philosophy “Never give up.”

As he wishes Virat Kohli
and his team “success” at the
World Cup, Yuvraj devotes
most time to his life’s new
mission — YouWeCan, the
foundation established to
fight cancer and spread
awareness about the disease.

Siniakova shatters top seed Osakas Paris dream

Serena follows the Japanese out; Djokovic steps up his bid for a second ‘Djoko Slam’

ROLAND GARROS

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

World No. 1 Naomi Osaka’s
hopes of winning a third suc-
cessive Grand Slam ended
on Saturday when she was
knocked out of Roland Gar-
ros in the third round by un-
heralded Katerina Siniakova
of the Czech Republic.

Japanese top seed Osaka,
the reigning US and Austra-
lian Open champion,
crashed to a 6-4, 6-2 defeat to
the 42nd-ranked Czech.

Osaka’s defeat left just
four of the women’s top 10
seeds left in the tournament,
including three-time winner
Serena Williams and defend-
ing champion Simona Halep.

Serena’s bid to win a re-
cord-equalling 24th Grand
Slam title was thwarted again
when she was knocked out
6-2, 7-5 by US compatriot So-
fia Kenin.

It was the 37-year-old’s
earliest exit at the Slams
since a third round loss to Al-
ize Cornet at Wimbledon in
2014.

“There's a lot of emotions
now,” said Kenin, who wasn't
even born when Williams
made her Paris debut in
1998.

Osaka was undone by a
shocking 38 unforced errors
as she finally ran out of luck
in Paris having had to come
back from a set down in her
first two matches.

“It’s amazing, I can’t be-
lieve it, I am so happy now,”
said Siniakova, who was the
women’s doubles champion
in Paris in 2018 alongside
Barbora Krejcikova.

“I played my best tennis
and I hope it continues.”
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Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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The big one: Katerina Siniakova was ruthless as she made top seed Naomi Osaka pay for every
slip up. =RreuTERs

Osaka dropped the first
set for the third successive
match at the tournament,
squandering seven break
points in all.

Siniakova made her pay,
breaking for 5-4 and taking
the opener when Osaka sent

back her 16th unforced error
of the set. The Czech, who is
the World’s No. 1 doubles
player, kept up the pressure
on the misfiring top seed,
breaking for a 3-2 lead in the
second set.

Siniakova backed it up

with another break for 5-2 off
Osaka’s third double fault of
the match.

Victory was hers on Court
Suzanne Lenglen when Osa-
ka unleashed another mis-
guided forehand.

The Czech goes on to face

THE RESULTS

Men: Third round: 14-Gael
Monfils (Fra) bt Antoine Hoang
(Fra) 6-3, 6-2, 6-3; 4-Dominic
Thiem (Aut) bt Pablo Cuevas
(Uru) 6-3, 4-6, 6-2, 7-5; 8-Juan
Martin del Potro (Arg) bt
Jordan Thompson (Aus) 6-4,
6-4, 6-0; 10-Karen Khachanov
(Rus) bt Martin Klizan (Svk) 6-1,
6-4, 6-3.

6-Stefanos Tsitsipas (Gre) bt
Filip Krajinovic (Srb) 7-5, 6-3, 6-
7(5), 7-6(6); 1-Novak Djokovic
(Srb) bt Salvatore Caruso (Ita)
6-3, 6-3, 6-2; 9-Fabio Fognini
(Ita) bt 18-Roberto Bautista
Agut (Esp) 7-6(5), 6-4, 4-6,

‘Invincibles’
star killed in
car crash

Jose Antonio Reyes. =arp

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MADRID

Former Arsenal, Real Ma-
drid and Spain star Jose An-
tonio Reyes has been killed
in a car crash, his home-
town club Sevilla said on
Saturday. He was 35.

Reyes shot to fame at Se-
villa before a switch to Ar-
senal where he was part of
the unbeaten ‘Invincibles’
2003-2004 Premier
League winners, before
spells at Real and Atletico
Madrid.

Arsenal described the
accident as “awful news”.

6-1; 5-Alexander Zverev (Ger)
bt 30-Dusan Lajovic (Srb) 6-4,
6-2, 4-6, 1-6, 6-2; 24-Stan
Wawrinka (Sui) bt Grigor Di-
mitrov (Bul) 7-6(5), 7-6(4), 7-6
(8); Jan-Lennard Struff (Ger) bt
13-Borna Coric (Cro) 4-6, 6-1,
4-6,7-6(1), 11-9.

Doubles: Second round: 3-Juan
Sebastian Cabal & Robert Farah
(Col) bt Leander Paes & Benoit
Paire (Fra) 6-0, 4-6, 6-3.
Women: Third round: Sofia
Kenin (USA) bt 10-Serena Willi-
ams (USA) 6-2, 7-5; 8-Ashleigh
Barty (Aus) bt Andrea Petkovic
(Ger) 6-3, 6-1; Aliona Bolsova

(Esp) bt Ekaterina Alexandrova
(Rus) 6-2, 7-5; Amanda An-
isinova (USA) bt Irina-Camelia
Begu (Rou) 7-6(6), 6-4.
3-Simona Halep (Rom) bt 27-
Lesia Tsurenko (Ukr) 6-2, 6-1;
Katerina Siniakova (Cze) bt 1-
Naomi Osaka (Jpn) 6-4, 6-2;
14-Madison Keys (USA) bt Anna
Blinkova (Rus) 6-3, 6-7(5), 6-4;
Iga Swiatek (Pol) bt Monica
Puig (Pur) 0-6, 6-3, 6-3.
Mixed doubles: First round: 6-
Hao-Ching Chan (Tpe) & Oliver
Marach (Aut) bt Jessica Moore
(Aus) & Jeevan Ned-
unchezhiyan 5-7, 6-4, [10-5].
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Goal that mattered: The dream of winning the World Cup was the driving force of his life, says

Yuvraj Singh. =FILE PHOTO: VIJAY LOKAPALLY

Madison Keys of the United
States for a place in the quar-
terfinals in what will be her
first appearance in the last 16
of the majors.

There were no such pro-
blems for men’s World No. 1
Novak Djokovic, who eased
into the last 16, stepping up
his bid to hold all four Grand
Slam titles simultaneously
for the second time.

The Serbian saw off un-
seeded Italian Salvatore Ca-
ruso 6-3, 6-3, 6-2.

Crowd favourite Tsitsipas
became the first Greek
player in 83 years to reach
the second week at Roland
Garros as he survived a scare
against Filip Krajinovic. The
sixth seed led by two sets
when the match was sus-
pended at 5-5 in the third
due to darkness on Friday.

On the resumption Satur-
day, Tsitsipas lost the set in a
tie-break but sealed a 7-5,
6-3, 6-7(5), 7-6(6) success on
Court Philippe Chatrier.

The 20-year-old will take
on former champion Stan
Wawrinka for a place in his

second Grand Slam
quarterfinal.

Sunday's picks
| MEN |

2-Nadal vs Londero

3-Federer vs Mayer

6-Tsitsipas vs 24-Wawrinka

7-Nishikori vs Paire

DOUBLES

Bopanna-Copil
vs Lajovic-Tipsarevic

7-Stephens vs 19-Muguruza

12-Sevastova vs Vondrousova
23-Vekic vs 26-Konta
31-Martic vs Kanepi

Sethu slips, recovers but slips again

Senthil Chandrasekaran finishes 18th in Race 1

ARRC

ANIRUDH VELAMURI
BURIRAM (THAILAND)
It was a day of mixed emo-
tions for IDEMITSU Honda
Racing India with Rajiv
Sethu finishing 22nd and
Senthil Chandrasekaran 18th
in Race 1 of the FIM Asian
Road Racing Championship
Round 3 here on Saturday.
Before the start, the mood
in the camp was one of de-
light and optimism after Ra-
jiv finished a career-best se-
venth in qualification for the
Asian Production 250 cate-
gory, with a personal best
1:53.573s at the Chang Inter-
national Circuit.

Costly error
In a race that's done and
dusted in 10 laps, one mis-
take can make a lot of diffe-
rence — as Rajiv found out.
Mistiming the clutch re-
lease in the opening lap
forced him into an impres-
sive but unnecessary whee-
lie which saw him drop 14
positions.

Mixed day: Rajiv Sethu fought his way up to 10th before a
crash sent him spiralling down. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

Despite being forced to go
wheel-to-wheel with the
chasing pack, he held his
nerve and fought his way up
to 10th by the final lap — a
position he and his team
were aiming for. Looking for
the slipstream at turn 3 to
further move up the order,
the 21-year-old lost control
of his bike and crashed. He
dropped places again, 12 this
time, to finish a disappoint-
ing 22nd.

Teammate Senthil Chan-
drasekaran, placed 20th af-
ter qualifying, moved up
two places to finish 18th
heading into Sunday's

Round 2.

Rajiv was visibly upset
about not making the most
of an excellent qualifying
but was determined to leave
Thailand with a good perfor-
mance in Race 2.

"It was not what I expect-
ed, but there is a lot to
learn," he said, adding, "I
had a bad start, managed to
recover but after the crash at
the end, my aim was to just
finish the race. Tomorrow is
a new day, a new race. I
hope to make amends."

(The writer is in Buriram
at the invitation of Honda
Racing India)

Yuvraj Singh — triumph of spirit as much as talent

Paes — closing in on a
fourth decade as pro

Says he feels “blessed” to have
had such a long career

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS

Indian veteran Leander
Paes says he feels “blessed”
to have had such a long ca-
reer, as he closes in on his
fourth decade as a profes-
sional, having accumulated
18 Grand Slam doubles titles
and an impressive racquet
collection.

For a man who once beat
a young Roger Federer in In-
dian Wells qualifying and
won a singles bronze at the
1996 Atlanta Olympics, it
has been some journey.

“I’ve been around for 30
years, I’'ve been around a
long time. I’ve seen 12 gener-
ations. I've seen guys like
(Pete) Sampras here, I've
seen guys like (Pat) Rafter,”
he said.

“Tennis has been a beau-
tiful journey for me, I've
been very blessed to have
such a long career. Especial-
ly here, to win this four
times.”

Paes has no plans to stop
any time soon, especially
with the Tokyo Olympics
coming up next year.

Locker room respect
Paessays even the best
players in the world are still
sometimes taken aback by
his longevity.

“I think in the locker
room I have this respect,” he
said. “I was just coming
back and Rafa (Nadal) and
Uncle Toni (Nadal’s former
coach) were walking in and
Uncle Toni was like, ‘Leo,
you’re 46?’ I said ‘Oui’. You
played for the first time at

Leander Paes.
= CAMERON SPENCER/GETTY IMAGES

Roland Garros in 1989 (ju-
niors)? In 1989 you played?’.
I said ‘Oui’. ‘T saw you won
the first set, did you win?’
‘Oui’. He said ‘woah, it’s in-
credible. Hey Rafa, 46 years
old and he’s still playing and
winning’.

“And to have the relation-
ship I have with all the
players, to have the respect
from all the locker room, it
takes many years of hard
work.”

Paes has played with
some illustrious names
down the years, and a tradi-
tion of swapping racquets
with his partners has seen
him garner an amazing
collection.

“I have a collection of
close to 1,000 racquets. I
have Rod Laver’s, I have a
lot of the champions’ — Fe-
derer, Nadal, (Novak) Djo-
kovic, Andy (Murray), (Mar-
tina) Navratilova I played
with a lot. Serena, Venus,
Hingis...

“Wooden ones going
back to Bjorn Borg’s. My
first racquet, I have.”

Nihal Sarin crosses

a milestone

Is third youngest to breach 2600 Elo

CHESS

P.K. AJITH KUMAR
KOZHIKODE

India's Nihal Sarin became
the world's third youngest
player to cross 2600 Elo
points on FIDE's rating list.
In the latest list released by
FIDE on Saturday, the 14-
year-old from Kerala has
2606 points.

He is also India's youn-
gest ever to reach the miles-
tone, beating the record set
by Parimarjan Negi in 2009
as a 15-year-old.

Five-time World cham-
pion Viswanathan Anand is
ranked No. 9 in the world,
not a mean feat for a 49-
year-old. P. Harikrishna is
the next-best ranked Indian
at No. 25.

Three other Indians — Vi-
dit Gujarathi, B. Adhiban
and K. Sasikiran — are in the
top 100. Nihal is ranked No.
240.

World champion Magnus
Carslen of Norway conti-

Nihal Sarin. =FiLE PHOTO

nues to be the World No. 1,
followed by Fabiano Carua-
na (US), Ding Liren (China),
Maxime  Vachier-Lagrave
(France) and Anish Giri
(Netherlands).

India's Koneru Humpy is
the World No. 4 among wo-
men, behind the Chinese
duo of Hou Yifan and Ju
Wenjun and Mariya Muzy-
chuk of Ukraine. Dronavalli
Harika is ranked No. 14.



