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Jpinion

AN OVERWHELMING MANDATE is not
always a blessing, a weakened Opposi-
tion makes governance more onerous
and a successive second term deprives
therulers of any excuse.Iam sure Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is fully aware
of the enormous expectations of the
people and the huge burden placed on
his Council of Ministers. Observing his
first term, I am certain he will make
every effort to rise to the challenge.
There are two problems in the way. The
firstis the time-honoured way of doing
things in India. The second is the com-
peting claims of different sections of
the people in which, invariably, the
voices of the poorest, the weakest, the
most deprived and the exploited are
drowned. Our experience has been that
atthe end of the term (1) the time-hon-
oured ways have only accumulated
more time and honour and (2) the
poorest, weakest, deprived and
exploited remain poor, weak, deprived
and exploited.

Time-tested & Failed

In his second term, Mr Modi must
start by dismantling the time-hon-
oured ways. Mr Arvind Panagariya, a
friend of Mr Modi, and Mr Venkatesh
Kumar (a professorat the Tata Institute
of Social Sciences) have described those
ways as follows:

A key element in his (Mr Modi’s) gov-
ernance model was the appointment of
a number of groups of secretaries with
each group assigned the task of prepar-
ing presentations on projects, pro-
grammes and policies to be implemented
the following year in key sectors of the
economy... Once finalised, these presen-
tations became the road maps of the fol-
lowing year for the major sectors.’

Then, the authors caution:

‘But when it comes to radical reforms,
this approach has a downside. By nature,
bureaucrats are cautious and lean heav-
ily in favour of projects and programmes.
Even when they propose policy changes,
they are piecemeal and rarely go
beyond tinkering.’

Iagree with them entirely. However,
I do not agree with their alternative
method. Examined closely, it is no dif-
ferent. In the alternative model, the
Mission Head will replace the minister,
the Adviser will replace the secretary
and young professionals will replace
thejoint secretary and her team!

Disruption is the Key

The results will be no different than
the outcomes of Swachh Bharat and
Ujjwala. In the case of Swachh Bharat,
thebitter truthisnolarge state of India
(except Gujarat) has been declared
Open Defecation Free. What percent-
age of the toilets that were built are
unused or unusable? In the case of
Ujjwala, the proof of success or failure
is the average number of replacement
cylinders purchased by a beneficiaryin
ayear:isitadisappointing 3 oran opti-
mum 8? You know the answers as well
asIdo.

Radical reforms can be effected only
through radical policies and disrup-
tion.In 1991-96, we made a bonfire of
the Red Book and foreign trade was rad-
ically transformed. We threw away the
Foreign Exchange Regulation Act and
foreign exchange reserves soared. We
scrapped industrial licensing and a new
generation of entrepreneurs emerged.
Mr Modi must try something like that
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Women carrying drinking water in vessels at a village in Palwal district, Haryana

in education, healthcare, and rural
roads and transport. In school educa-
tion he could borrow from the Congress
manifesto and transfer the subject to
the State List, give money to the states
and set them free toinnovate and com-
pete. The people will demand results
from their state government and, in
course of time, get results.

The keyidea — and the one that will
be most disruptive — is decentralisa-
tion. The short-term results may be
unsatisfactory but in the medium to
long term, better governed states will
deliver better outcomes than at present
and that will make the people demand
better governance at the state level.
Areas that willimmensely benefit from
decentralisation are primary and sec-
ondary healthcare, drinking water, san-
itation, renewable energy, distribution
of electricity, etc.

Recall Dr Subramanian

The second formidable challengeis the
‘poorest of the poor’. Since they are the
poorest, they are also at the bottom of the
ladder in literacy, health indicators, hous-
ing, sanitation, consumption of food and
water, and access to public goods and ser-
vices.Inavillage,youwill find them on the
edges of the village. In poorer states, you
will findwholevillages populated by them.
Let’s admit it, under successive govern-
ments, the development process has by-
passed the poorest 20% of India. Ministers
and officials who visit villages, and pro-
grammes, stop — or are stopped — at the
mainstreet.The onlywayto reach the poor-
estis help them help themselves: start the
fire of aspiration, let it rage in their hearts
and homes, letthembreak out of the grip of
povertyandlift themselves up.PM-KISAN
will not help them because very fewowna
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patch ofland, most are agricultural labour
or other labour, and a significant number
livesin townsand cities.The disruptive pol-
icy change will be a basic income through
direct transfer of money. Mr Modi can
attribute theideato DrArvind Subraman-
ianandrecallhimtoheadadepartmentto
design and implement the scheme.

Not much will change if we trudge
along at 6-7% rate of annual growth.
Nothing will change if we tweak current
policies or tinker with administrative sys-
tems.More damagewillbe donebyvesting
officials with extraordinary powers or
threatening people with prosecution and
imprisonment. The single most effective
instrument of transformative change is
empowering the people and placing faith
in theirwisdom, industry and capacity.

Website: pchidambaram.in
@°Pchidambaram_IN
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Advani syndrome

The importance of Amit Shah, not
justin party affairs butalsoin
government,was evident even
before he was formally sworn in as
aminister. Ever since the poll
results, Shah has continuously
been by Modji’s side,whetherin
Delhi, Varanasi or Ahmedabad.

Before the swearing-in,the PM and

Shah spent marathon sessions
confabulating over the names for
the Cabinet. Shah wanted a
Cabinet post to demonstrate his
administrative capabilities. He
wants to be perceived as not justa
wizard organisation man,butas
Modi’s eventual successor. This is
similar to the LKAdvani
syndrome,where foryears Advani
was the backroom boy and Atal
Bihari Vajpayee the face of the BJP.
Finally,Advani decided he wanted
to share the glory of the
centrestage. Despite being home
minister, Shah is expected to
continue to devote considerable
time to party affairs, particularly
with Maharashtraand Haryana
Assembly elections due shortly.

Financial asset

Nirmala Sitharaman was selected

to head the Finance Ministry since,

apart from some familiarity with
the ministry, Modiwanted a
person he considered not close to
any business lobby. Earlier,Arun
Jaitley, Sitharaman’s mentor,was
one of the fewwho fitted the bill.
The ministry controlsall the
powerful economic regulatory
bodies. A scholarly understanding
of finance is not essential since, in
the Modi regime, senior officials
and technocrats, selected and
vetted by the PMO, playan
important role in key ministries.

Peacock colours

Atthe 2014 swearing-in, Smriti
Irani stood out in terms of
sartorial style for her bright red,

yellow and black sari emblazoned

with huge lotuses. This time the
male ministers stole the
limelight. Many wore Modi
jackets featuring all the colours
of the rainbow, including
jaundice yellow, shocking pink,
skyblue and bottle green. A few
like Modi, Shah and Rajnath
Singh settled for more formal
greys and browns. Women
ministers Nirmala Sitharaman
and Harsimrat Kaur Badal wore
pastle pinks. Smriti was dressed
inasmartand subdued orange
ikkat silk.

Mamata’s retreat
For three days after the election

results, Mamata Banerjee remained

shutat her Kalighat residence. She
spent her time reading, playing

Once upon a time in Ladakh

As far as bucket lists go, playing at the
Fire and Fury GC is right up there
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Meraj Shah

FOR THE LONGEST time, it was the high-
est golf course in the world: The Fire and
Fury GC, laid out on a sweeping tract of
land that sloped down from the hillsto the
south of Leh town, was also as unique a
golf course as has ever been built. Visitors
flyingin to Lehwould see the courseasthe
airplane began its descent, but probably
didn’t identify it as one: the Fire and Fury
GC didn't really fit the bill. No verdant
green spaces—the greens were made
using compacted sand,and novisible haz-
ards.And yet, stretching over 7031 yards
from the tips, this obscure, unheralded,
golf course had a superlative claim to
fame:at 11,302 feetabove sealevel,itwas,
literally heads and shoulders above any
otherlayout in the world.

That was before the calamitous flash
floods hit Leh in 2010, and destroyed
numerous settlements in proximityof the
course, including the Tibetan settlement
of Choglamsar. The massive relief efforts

by the military that followed faced a major
challenge: setting up temporary encamp-
ments for survivors and people displaced
by the catastrophe. The level fairways of
Fire & Fury GC were perfect and were
quicklyrepurposed to set up arelief camp.
And so it came to pass, that 43 years after
cominginto existence,the course became
unplayable. That year I wrote an epitaph
to the course, that, for all practical pur-
poses had ceased to exist.

Last week I got a call from a friend in
Leh who happened to mention that he'd
seen players pulling their golf bag trolleys
onthe brown fairways again and the erst-
while clubhouse, the only remnant of the
coursewhich the military had let stand for
posterity’s sake, appeared to have got a
fresh coat of paint.It’sa fair conjecture, he
said,that the course has reopened for play.

Iwasimmediatelyreminded of thelast
time I played there in 2008. For the high-
est GC in the world, conjuring up visions
of precipitous slopes and undulating fair-
ways, the Fire & Fury GC was surprisingly
expansive and level. The 18 holes were
spread in a vast basin area on the edge of
Leh Town.The best viewwas from the air-
plane onthesteep descentinto Lehvalley:
itappeared as a faintly barricaded brown
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The Fire and Fury golf course, laid out on a tract of land that slopes down from the hills to the south of Leh town

landscape punctuated by dark brown
spots with the Stok Kangri Mountain
looming in the distance; you would’ve
missed it unless you were looking for it.
One thing is certain: the Leh Golf Course
was not pretty; no creeks orwillows. But it
was singular; high speed winds routinely
lashed the basin in which the course had
beenbuilt, the fairwayswere barren which
meant your caddy had to lug a piece of
Astroturf. The golfers I saw were using a

regular foot mat: pop the ball on the high
tuft at the corner and sweep away. The
greens,appropriately called ‘browns, were
kept soft with used engine oil; there was
no slope though, once you got a measure
of the speed then puttingwas prettymuch
sorted out.

The board and plaque which stood in
front of the clubhouse proclaimed that
the course was established in 1967 as the
'"Trishul Golf Course' (later rechristened
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‘Fire & Fury, by the military). There were
no trees or any hazards besides the odd
bunker; the entire exercise of getting the
ball to stop was challenge enough! The
army had planted hundreds of poplar
saplings; mostwould not makeit through
the harsh winter months but the few that
did have added much needed foliage.

I recall playing with borrowed blades
and makinga complete mess of things but
youwouldn’t have thought thatif you saw

musicon a keyboard and
introspecting.A string of Trinamool
members close to her,including
Indranil Sen, Dola Sen and Indrani
Haldar, could not get an audience.
Hernephew Abhishek Banerjee was
one of the few permitted entry,but
after 10 pm.By Monday though,
Banerjee was backaat office,intent to
fight fiercely for her turf. Her
strategy is focusing on Bengali pride
and painting the BJPas outsiders.
Party members are too timid to tell
her that her habit of getting out of
her carand screaming at bystanders
shouting Jai Shri Ramlost hervotes,
since the videos went viral.

Double trouble

The poll defeats have exacerbated
trouble in both H D Deve Gowda
and Lalu Prasad’s families. Only
Gowda’s grandson Prajwal
Revannawon, since he was gifted
his grandfather’s pocketborough
of Hassan. Gowda himself and his
other grandson, Nikhil
Kumaraswamy,son of CMHD
Kumaraswamy,lost.A Karnataka
periodical claimed that a drunk
Nikhil berated his 86-year-old
grandfather charging that the
family had let him down.The
Karnataka Police registered an FIR
against the periodical. Prajwal,
meanwhile, offered to resign to
accommodate his grandfather, but
Gowda declined.

In Bihar,many RJD leaders blame
the feud between Lalu’s sons Tej
Pratap Yadavand Tejashwi Yadav
for the party’s disastrous showing.
The RJD did not win a single seat.
Even Pataliputra where Lalu’s
daughter Misa Bharti was the
candidate and Saran, Lalu’s old
constituency, from where Tej
Pratap’s estranged father-in-law
Chandrika Rai stood,were lost.
Smallwonder that Lalu
convalescing in a Ranchi hospital
refused to eat for two days after the
results.Tej Pratap’s post-defeat
letter backing his brother for party
leadership was too little too late.

Master of game

No one can doubt Amit Shah’s abili-
tiesasamaster campaign strategist.
Shah knew exactly which disgrun-
tled elements from opposing camps
to cultivateand which toignore. For
instance, Mukul Roy was propped
up since Shah was aware that Roy
had intimate knowledge of the Tri-
namool’s organisation and its
money and muscle power. In UP,
through intermediaries he encour-
aged the Samajwadi Party’s key
organisation man, Shivpal Yadav, to
float a separate party. Shivpal dam-
aged the SP in half a dozen seats.
Similarly, the Prakash Ambedkar
and Asaduddin Owaisi alliance in
Maharashtralost the Congress-NCP
several seats.

theball go.Itrose,albeit a bit late,straight
down tiger line before flying inordinate
distances.Theairis thinin Leh and that is
mostapparentwhenyou gauge theadded
yardage to your clubs. It also negates
sidespin which meant you could pretty
much hit it straight most of the time; the
check ball didn’t exist here, you had to
make sureyoufloppedithigh soitlanded
softly on the heavily oiled browns. This
was an optimist’s course!

The Fire & Fury GC fit right into Leh's
surreal landscape and melded in with the
almostlunartopography.Whileit’s pretty
certain that this course never got golf
tourists, there was a certain posterity
value to playing at the highest golf course
in theworld. Not to mention the onceina
lifetime pleasure of pasting a driver
400 yards!

If the course has indeed re-opened for
play, then one would hope that the army
lets people from the'civvystreet) teeit up.
The money could be used for upkeep of
the course and perhaps even attract golf
tourists to Leh. Pretty championship
coursesare adime-a-dozen nowadays,but
the bragging rights of playing at Leh's
rugged layout are in a different league
altogether. It may not be the highest golf
course in the world anymore (that would
be the Indian Army's layout at Kupup in
Sikkim), but there are still no parallels
to match this course against that I can
think of.

Agolfer, Meraj Shah also
writes about the game
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We travelled across
Bengal, both clockwise
and anti-clockwise. So we
were able to take two
rounds of a district in one
cycle in two months. This
led to large-scale
mobilisation, workers
gained confidence"

LIZ MATHEW: What were some of the
challenges that you faced in Bengal?

After three decades of Left rule,
Mamata Banerjee rose to power in Ben-
gal after a big struggle. People expected
things to change, they wanted democ-
racy tobereinstated,theywanted an end
todictatorship andviolence,theywanted
peace and development...Unfortunately,
nothing changed.An era of atrocitiesand
murders began. At first, Congress work-
ers were Killed, then BJP and CPM work-
ers.In thelast four-and-a-halfyears that
I havebeenthe BJPin-charge of the state,
103 BJPworkers have been killed, includ-
ing a few after the election results
were announced.

There is ‘syndicate raj’ in the state.
While the government runs the state,
syndicates control the districts. People
affiliated to the ruling party in the state
are part of this syndicate. One cannot
evenbuild a house in Bengalwithout the
involvement of the syndicate.

There was an apprehension among
people about which way to go, especially
since the Congress doesn’t have any pres-
ence there and the Left is almost over.
When [ was made in-charge, our party
president Amit Shahyi told me that two
states, Kerala and West Bengal, were
tough to win and that I should take
charge of West Bengal. When I first went
to Bengal, I thought it would take us at
least 15 years to be in a position to chal-
lenge the ruling party.After doing a tour
of the state twice, I met the party presi-
dent again. He said, ‘T have sent you for
five years, not 15.1 am standing behind
you, just tell me what you need. Then, I
gotaflatin Bengaland began tovisit dis-
tricts to understand the problems of the
people.l,alongwith Suresh Pujari,a party
worker from Odisha, and Shiv Prakashyi,
our national sangathan mantri,travelled
across the length and breadth of the
state,both clockwise and anti-clockwise.
By doing so, we were able to take two
rounds of a district in one cycle within
two- to two-and-a-half months. This led
tolarge-scale mobilisation and our party
workers gained confidence.

Subsequently,attacks on ourworkers
also increased. No one was spared. Even
the Trinamool and the syndicate in the
state have two-three different groups.
Theyfought amongst themselves,and in
thelast threeyears of Mamataji’s tenure,
65 Trinamool workers have been mur-
dered by fellow workers. I think West
Bengal is the only state where workers of
the ruling partyKkill each other,and then
blame the Opposition. More than 150
BJP workers, who haven’t even killed a
mosquito, have been booked under Sec-
tion 302 (murder).

Amid all these atrocities by the rul-
ing party, it was an uphill task to
strengthen our party base in the state. I
thinkitisbecause of theleadership of the
Prime Minister, political strategies of our
party chief,and our efforts on the ground
that we have been able to build and
strengthen our network in every district
of Bengal. We keptalow profile,didn’t do
any publicity and just worked to
strengthen the organisation.

Everyone thought since we had two
(Lok Sabha) seats in Bengal, we would
probably get four to six seats this time.I
hadsetatarget of 25 seats. Peoplewould
laugh at it. But I told everyone it will be
an astonishing result. We would have
won 25 seats had there not been vio-
lence during the elections, because of
which many people did not step out to
vote.But even then, the people helped us
win 18 seats.

LIZ MATHEW: Why were you chosen to
handle the elections in Bengal?

You should ask Amit Shahji that
(laughs).1 think I have the most amount
of experience among all party general
secretaries. I have been a councillor, a
mayor and and an MLA for six terms.
Besides, have seenviolencevery closely.
In the’80s and ’90s, Indore had many
textile mills and trade unions. My father
was a millworker there.Ilived in the maz-
door basti (workers’ colony). I have seen
fights closely... In those days firearms or
explosives were not as common, it was
mostly swords and sticks.Amitbhai knew
allabout me and so he probably thought
Icouldworkin BengalasIhaveseenitall.

RAVISH TIWARI: Your opponents say
communal politics has helped your
performance in Bengal.

We are not responsible for the situa-
tion in Bengal; Mamatajiis. When Iwent
to Kolkata for the first time, I saw big
hoardings of people offering namaaz in
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WHY KAILASH VIJAYVARGIYA

SINCE WINNING TWO seats in
West Bengal in the 2014 Lok
Sabha polls, the BJP has been
working to increase its
footprint in the state. Kailash
Vijayvargiya was appointed
the party's state in-charge
four years ago and has since
been travelling across Bengal
to strengthen the BJP's
organisation on the ground. In
the general elections this year,

the BJP emerged as the main
challenger to the Trinamool,
and won 18 of the state's 42
seats. The party's vote share
also increased to 40.25% from
16.8% in 2014. Vijayvargiya,
who was appointed national
general secretary in 2015, was
also in charge of Haryana
polls, and has served as a
minister in the Madhya
Pradesh government

"“If there is a BJP
government in Bengal,
we will conduct the NRC
drive. Over a crore
intruders will be
identified. These people
are taking away the
resources and jobs of
Bengal's people

Shattered belief that TMC can’t be defeated...
When we create that mood in Kerala, BJP will win

BJP’s general secretary in charge of West Bengal, Kailash Vijayvargiya, says Bengal’s vote for the party was a ‘reaction’ to the violence in
the state, claims BJP got not just Left’s, but also TMC and Congress’votes, and talks about ‘change of demography’ in Bengal districts
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BJP's national general secretary Kailash Vijayvargiya with Associate Editor Liz Mathew in The Indian Express newsroom

the Salt Lake area.When Ilooked closely,
I realised that the hoardings had
Mamataji’s face on them.Iwas told that
she often visited the area and offered
namaaz.1have never seena Hinduleader
offer namaaz like this anywhere in the
country.There is always a reaction when
things are stretched too far.

Durga Puja is the biggest festival in
Bengal.When a Durga visarjan procession
is stopped because of Muharram, it will
evoke a reaction. People had to go to the
court and get permission for the proces-
sion. This also led to more than 10,000
peopleassembling at Durga Puja pandals,
which otherwisewould not have had more
thanathousand people.That reactionwas
not ours, it was the people’s reaction.

(In 2016), the police station in Kali-
achakarea of Malda district was torched.
Most of the Hindu families there were
thrown out of the area.None of the media
houses initiallyreported the incident, till
a senior reporter from a big television
channel went to cover the incident. That
story showed howAK-47 rifleswere used
in the violence,and how so many people
had toleave.

Therefore, despite the fact that we
did not have workers to assist us in the
election process, people still voted for us.
This shows their sentiment towards the
ruling party. In villages, despite bomb
blasts at night, women gathered to vote
in the morning. They called police and
voted under their protection. It was all a
reaction. Not a single BJP worker was
involved in any of it (the violence). So,
when they say that we did it (communal
politics)... we did not. We might have
benefited from it,but we are not respon-
sible for it. The responsibility lies with
the state government.

LIZ MATHEW: You say that there is fear
among the people in the state.In that
case, why didn’t all the Hindu votes
come toyour party?

That is why I am saying that the alle-
gation that there was polarisation is
baseless. Had that been the case, we
would have got all the Hindu votes. We
did not polarise. We put forward Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s face and spoke
about jobs for the youth,women empow-
erment, quality education and health-
care services...That iswhywe did not get
100% of the Hindu votes.

ABANTIKA GHOSH: Did the Vidyasagar
College incident harm the BJP in the
seventh phase of the polls?

It is a matter of research for us.There
were nine Lok Sabha seats (in the phase)
and theywere allvery difficult forus.The
Trinamool has more influence in the
region,and above that, there was gunda-
gardi(hooliganism).

RAVISH TIWARI: In the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, you sought votes in Narendra
Modi’s name. The BJP does not have a
face in Bengal. Will that affect the
results in the state polls?

Before the Assembly election, there is
thelocal body election.We might only get
10% of the votes in the local body elec-
tion. It is not an election. The state elec-
tion commissioner, the police, the Tri-
namool and its goons, together fight the
local body elections. You must have seen
the last panchayat elections. The situa-
tion there is very bad. The demographic
of eight districts has changed entirely.
When we visited some villages in these
parts,itappeared thatwewere notin our
country.To save Bengal, it is necessary to
stop the entry of infiltrators and illegal
operations.

KRISHN KAUSHIK: You claim that you
don’t polarise, but then you say that
certain areas in Bengal don’t look like
our country.Your party didn’t give tick-
ets to Muslims, you don’t talk about
Muslim voters...

We had Muslim candidates. Our can-
didate came second in Murshidabad.We
have also received Muslim votes.I never
said thatwe didn’t receive Muslim votes.
We have got Muslim votes, though lessin
numbers, but we have got them.

ABANTIKA GHOSH: In its campaign,
the BJP spoke out against dynasts. But
now you have Arjun Singh and his son,
Mukul Roy and his son, in the party.

We had no other option. We had no
candidate from Arjun Singh’s con-
stituency (Barrackpore). I am not
ashamed to say that Arjun Singh is very
powerful there and our partydidn’t have
a sangathan in the region. We made our
party’s office in hisarea,but his men cap-
tured it. We still had the office but with
their party flag. (Arjun Singh defected
from the Trinamool to the BJPin March.)
Inademocracy,the end result of an elec-
tion is not a gold, silver or bronze medal.
You eitherwin orlose.In ordertowin,you
need a good candidate.

LIZ MATHEW: Did you get all the CPM
cadre votes in Bengal?

Remember the slogan Prime Minister
Narendra Modi gave: ‘Chup chap, kamal
chaap (Quietly vote for the lotus)’. It is
interesting to see howintelligent the vot-
ers have become.Invillages, people knew
they wouldn’t be allowed to vote if they
said they wanted to vote for the BJP. So
they puton the Trinamool’s tagand went
to vote. But, at the polling booth, they
secretly pressed the lotus button (the
BJP’s party symbol).The political violence
and undemocratic activities are causing
problems for the Trinamool in the state.
We have got the Trinamool’s votes. We
have also received the Congress’and the
CPM’s votes.

RAVISH TIWARI: On one hand you say
that Muslims voted for you, on the
otheryou claim that in certain parts of
the state, which have a larger Muslim
population, it doesn’t feel like your own
country.Theseare contraryviewpoints.
When we talked to the people there, it
feltlike thiswas nota part of our country.
Their behaviour, mannerisms, implied
that theyare not a part of this country.

No BJP worker was
involved in it (violence).
When they say that we
did it (communal
politics)... we did not. We
might have benefited
from it, but we are not
responsible for it. The
responsibility lies with the
state government
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VANDITA MISHRA: What kind of
behaviour?

If you go to any part of the country,
people haveawelcomingattitude.Inany
village, if you ask people for directions,
theywill firstaskyou if you have had any
food or water. This is the culture of our
country, atithi devo bhava (the guest is
god). But when we went to some of the
placesin Bengal, it felt likewe were a bur-
denonthem.It’samindset.Igotoalotof
Muslim areas where I get a lot of love
from the people.I attend many Muslim
events in Indore.I have also got Muslim
votesinIndore.It’snotlikewedon’tgoto
Muslimareas,but in that particulararea,
we felt unwelcome.

RAVISH TIWARI: You have worked in
Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and now West Bengal for the
BJP. The political violence aside, what
difference do you see in the politics of
these states?

In Uttar Pradesh, there is a politician
ineverysecond house.IfyoutalktoaJatin
UP,hewill tellyou the entire history of the
community.AYadavwill tellyouhowthey
havebeen oppressed forages.Thevoterin
UPisverypoliticallyaware. Haryana’s vot-
ersare themosthonest.Iwent to Haryana
foran event of transporters.They gave me
buttermilk and looked after me well.
When I asked themwhethertheywillvote
for the BJP, they said we are Chautala’s
men (laughs).1 have never met such hon-
est people anywhere else in the country.
In West Bengal, people read a lot of news-
papers. They read and they think. It is
tough to talk to a Bengali because they
don’t open up easily. They are very proud
of theircultureand languageand arevery
emotional. Women in West Bengal are
very concerned about their children’s
education and how the quality of educa-
tion is falling.

RAVISH TIWARI: Why did the BJP lose
the Madhya Pradesh polls?

There are two reasons. Firstly, we
were in power in the state for 15 years.
In this time period, we built roads and
infrastructure. We had nothing new to
show this time. Someone who was four-
five years old when we started in Mad-
hya Pradesh, could now vote. He didn’t
knowwhat the BJPhad doneinthese 15
years. Rahul Gandhi said he will waive
off farm loans in eight days, but noth-
ing happened. He said he will give pen-
sion to the unemployed. No money was
given. The Lok Sabha results were an
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answer to this politics of cheating.

ABANTIKA GHOSH: Ram Navami cele-
brationsare nowheld with much more
fervour in Bengal. Some Bengalis have
stopped eating non-vegetarian food on
Tuesdays because they worship Hanu-
man. People from West Bengal have
always been Durga worshippers. How
did this happen and how did it affect
the voting?

Every action has a reaction. Ram
Navamiand Hanuman Jayanti were not
celebrated in West Bengal till fouryears
ago.The celebrations were curbed. Chil-
drenwhowore Hanuman costumes and
went around with gadas (maces) were
slapped with cases under the Arms Act.
People holding Ram Navami proces-
sions without permission were thrown
into jails. So there was a reaction from
society. If people said Jai Shri Ram, they
were slapped and arrested. (In these
elections), a whole village voted while
chanting Jai Shri Ram.This is Newton’s
law,everyaction hasan equaland oppo-
site reaction.

ANANT GOENKA: Howdoyou think the
social fabric of Bengal will change in
the next 10 years?

If there is a BJP government, we will
conduct the National Register of Citizens
drive.Overacroreintruderswill beiden-
tified. These people are taking away the
resources and jobs of Bengal’s people.
Strict action will be taken against them.

ANANT GOENKA: And if Mamata
Banerjee continues to be CM, how will
the Centre-state relations play out?

The Prime Minister recently said that
we are with the people who trusted us,
and thosewho didn’t,we will strive towin
their trust. We go by his motto of ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’. The
PM called Mamatayi after the cyclone,she
didn’t pick up his call and then said that
she doesn’t consider him the Prime Min-
ister. That’s her prerogative. The PM did
his duty.

KRISHN KAUSHIK: Why didn’t the BJP
perform well in Kerala?

We have shattered the belief that the
Trinamool cannot be defeated. Once
that happens in Kerala, when people
start believing that the BJP can win, we
will get theirvotes.We haven’t been able
to create that environment in the state
yet.The day it is created, the B[P will win
in Kerala too.
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