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an interactive session with Avinash Sir
at 6pm on 28th June at Delhi Centre

2-Day Mains
Workshon
4,5 July 2019

Shri. Avinash

Dharmadhikari
Founder-Director-Teacher
IAS1986= Former Director General,
Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan
Handled the office of
Maharashtra Chief Minister

Seminar on

“Pursuil of Success in
Competitive Exams

Prelims
8 July

Competitive Talent

HINNTEASTYAy[ Search (CTS) Exam
Batch starts on 12th July

UPSC Gestalt Test

Personalized study tips based on
Psychometric Test

offers scholarship for meritorious
students in the form of concession

in UPSC Course Fees

| EXam stages |
interview

10 July

Mains
9 July

Our Eminent Visiting Faculties

Amitava Bhattacharya,
IAS 1980, Former Central Information Commisioner, Ex-Secrefary UPSC

Dr. D K Bhalla, IAS 1986 (Retd.), Advisor to CM, Nagaland

Advt. Makrand Adkar, Practicing in SC since 1989

Dr. Bhooshan Kelkar, Ph.D. in Artficial Intelligence

Anil Sivakumaran, Astrophysics, Linguistics, Counselling Psychology

And many other serving, retired civil servants and professors.

Delhi Centre - 78, Third floor, Above Popular Fruit Juice,
Bada Bazar Road, 0ld Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi.

Contact: 8308837032, 8308837038
E-mail : chanakyamandaldelhi@gmail.com | www.chanakyamandal.org
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Fire at furniture market;
metro services hit

NEW DELHI

A major fire broke out at an
unauthorised furniture
market in south-east Delhi's
Kalindi Kunj close to a metro
line on Friday morning. No
injuries were reported but
metro services between
Kalindi Kunj and Jasola Vihar
Shaheen Bagh were
suspendedd for nearly five
hours. Normal services were
restored around 10:30 a.m.

CITY » PAGE 3

Gym owner thrashes
woman toll collector, held
GURUGRAM

A 40-year-old gym owner
has been arrested for
allegedly beating up a
woman toll collector over
payment of charges at the
Kherki Daula toll plaza here
on Friday. The accused
allegedly threatened to kill
and rape the woman. Accused
Manjeet was a co-accused in a
2011 murder case wherein his
friend had shot dead a toll
collector at the same toll
plaza.
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Amid protests, triple
talaq Bill introduced

Opposition says that it violates the Constitution

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Narendra Modi govern-
ment on Friday introduced
The Muslim Women (Protec-
tion of Rights on Marriage)
Bill, 2019, also known as the
triple talaq Bill, in the Lok
Sabha, amid protests by Op-
position members who said
it violated the Constitution.
The Bill, the BJP-led go-
vernment’s first legislation
in the second term, was in-
troduced after the Opposi-
tion asked for a division of
votes. The treasury won
with 186 “ayes” to the 74 Op-
position “nays”.

543 cases reported
Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad, who introduced the
Bill, said the legislation was
meant to ensure gender jus-
tice and equality. The Bill
was not about religion but a
“question of dignity of wo-
men and we are committed
to safeguarding [it]”. There
were 543 cases of triple talaq
reported in the country.
Even after the Supreme
Court banned the practice,
over 200 cases were report-
ed and this necessitated, in
his view, a Bill that ad-
dressed the issue. “The job
of Parliament is to legislate,
and it is up to courts to inter-
pret the law,” he said.
Several Opposition mem-
bers stood up to protest as

Madrasa teacher attacked
for not saying Jai Shri Ram’

Claims he was hit by car in Rohini

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A madrasa teacher was alleg-
edly hit by a car after he re-
fused to say “Jai Shri Ram”
on Thursday evening in
Rohini.

DCP (Rohini) S.D. Misra
said the victim, Mohd. Mo-
min, told the police that
around 7 p.m., he was taking
a stroll near the madrasa
when a white car pulled over
and its occupants started
talking to him.

“Mohd. Momin was con-
tacted by an investigating of-
ficer [on Thursday evening]
but he said he will file his
complaint in the morning. In

his complaint [filed on Fri-
day], Momin said he was
asked by the men in the car
to repeat some words [Jai
Shri Ram] written on a stick-
er pasted on the vehicle.
When he refused, they hit
him and he sustained inju-
ries,” Mr. Misra said.

The police have registered
a case under Sections 323 of
the IPC and started a probe
into the incident.

“During preliminary in-
vestigation we found an eye-
witness who gave a sequence
of events [on Thursday even-
ing]. Momin’s claims have
not been substantiated so
far,” the DCP said.

(‘ The legislation
is meant to
ensure gender justice
and equality. It is not
about religion but a
question of dignity
of women and we
are committed to
safeguarding [it]. The
job of Parliament is to
legislate, and it is

up to courts
g : :5 to interpret
W ¥ thelaw

. RAVI SHANKAR
PRASAD

Union Law

. Minister

soon as Mr. Prasad was
asked by Speaker Om Birla
to table the Bill.

The Speaker asked Shashi
Tharoor of the Congress,
N.K. Premachandran of the
Revolutionary Socialist Par-
ty and Asaduddin Owaisi of
the the All India Majlis-e-Itte-
hadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) to
present their views.

Mr. Tharoor said he was
against triple talaqg, already
voided by the Supreme
Court, but opposed the Bill
as it conflated civil and cri-
minal laws. The Bill was a
“textbook example of class
legislation” as it was pointed
at one community — the
Muslims — even though
abandoning wives was not
unique to it.

(‘ The Bill conflates civil
and criminal laws. It is
atextbook example .
of class legislation
as it is pointed at

one community...

SHASHI THAROOR
Congress

The Bill violates con-

stitutional rights as it
stipulates a 3-year jail term;
asimilar offence 7™

by non-Muslim 2

men attracts only
ayear in jail
ASADUDDIN OWAISI
AIMIM
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Mr. Owaisi said the BJP’s
“affection” for Muslim wo-
men and its advocacy of gen-
der justice were suspect,
considering the party’s op-
position to the entry of Hin-
du women into the Sabari-
mala temple. The Bill
violated constitutional rights
as it stipulated a three-year
jail term for men, whereas a
similar offence by non-Mus-
lim men attracted only a
year in jail.

Mr. Premachandran made
similar points against the
Bill, which had faced objec-
tions from Opposition par-
ties from the beginning.
They had claimed that jail
term for a man for divorcing
his wife was legally
untenable.

‘Operation Bandar’ code
name of Balakot strike

No specific reason

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
mELHI
The air strike by the Indian
Air Force (IAF) on a terro-
rist training camp in Bala-
kot, Pakistan, was code-
named ‘Operation Bandar’.
“It was code-named Op-
eration Bandar but was
known to very few,” a de-
fence source said on Fri-
day. There was no particu-
lar reason in the choice of
the name, the official stated
and added, “It could have
been anything.”

Secrecy maintained
To maintain secrecy, the
Mirages took off directly

in choice of name

from their home base in
Gwalior at the time of the
mission crossing Himachal
Pradesh and Kashmir to the
target and back.

“Everything was carried
on as usual to maintain se-
crecy,” a defence official
had stated.

As a response to the Pul-
wama terror attack which
claimed the lives of 40 se-
curity personnel, 12 IAF
Mirage-2000 fighter jets
struck on Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed training camp in
Balakot inside Pakistan in
the early hours on Febru-
ary 26 with precision guid-
ed munitions.

Kaleshwaram
project
inaugurated

B. CHANDRASHEKHAR
HYDERABAD

The Kaleshwaram Lift Irri-
gation Project (KLIP),
claimed to be the world’s
largest multi-stage and
multi-purpose lift irriga-
tion scheme, was inaugu-
rated on Friday by Telanga-
na Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao at Me-
digadda, in Jayashankar-
Bhupalapally district,
where the first barrage of
the project is located.

It is meant to irrigate ov-
er 37 lakh acres of new and
existing ayacuts and supply
drinking water to Hydera-
bad and villages en route.

TELANGANA CM DEDICATES
PROJECT TO PEOPLE » PAGE 8

GST Council
eases returns
filing process

T.C.A. SHARAD RAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI
The Goods and Services
Tax (GST) Council, at its
35th meeting on Friday,
took a number of decisions
aimed at easing the regis-
tration and returns filing
process, including the use
of Aadhaar for registra-
tions, introduction of e-in-
voicing and setting a dea-
dline for the roll-out of the
single-return filing system.
The meeting, chaired by
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, de-
cided to allow the use of
Aadhaar as the identity
and address proof for regis-
tration for the GST. No oth-
er documents would be re-
quired, and authentication
can be done using a one-
time password, Revenue
Secretary Ajay Bhushan
Pandey told reporters.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

‘Metro Man’ pens
letter to Sisodia

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Former Delhi Metro chief
E. Sreedharan has written
to Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia against the
AAP government’s propo-
sal to make metro rides
free for women.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 2

Kejriwal meets PM, ofters ‘Tull cooperation’

Delhi Chief Minister assures Modi of Ayushman Bharat relook, invites him to see AAP govt.s work

JATIN ANAND
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal called on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi here on Fri-
day assuring him of what the
Delhi government officially
termed was its “full coopera-
tion for the further develop-
ment of Delhi”. Mr. Kejriwal,
the State government said in
a statement, also “appealed
that it is important for Delhi
and Central governments to
work together”.

The 20-minute-odd meet-
ing, which commenced
around 11.30 a.m., was the
third meeting between the
two since the formation of
the Aam Aadmi Party go-
vernment in the Capital in
early 2015 and the first after
the commencement of the
NDA government’s second

CcM
K

term in office.

In addition to congratulat-
ing Mr. Modi for his victory
in the recent Lok Sabha
polls, the Chief Minister also
invited him to visit the AAP
government’s flagship Mo-
halla Clinics and schools ad-
ministered by it.

Conciliatory note

Mr. Kejriwal, who has on in-
numerable occasions ac-
cused Mr. Modi of attempt-
ing to obstruct the
functioning of his govern-
ment indirectly through the
Lieutenant Governor of Del-
hi, seemed to strike a conci-
liatory note in Friday’s meet-
ing. He offered to “examine”
if the Centrally-sponsored
Ayushman Bharat health
scheme “could also be inte-
grated into the Delhi govern-

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
addressing the media after
meeting the Prime Minister
in New Delhi on Friday. =

SANDEEP SAXENA

ment’s”, after having criti-
cised it on several counts
recently.

“Ayushman Bharat was
briefly discussed. Informed
Hon’ble PM that Delhi Govt’s
Delhi Health scheme is

much bigger and wider in
scope. However, assured
him to examine if Ayushman
Bharat scheme cud also be
integrated into our scheme
(sic),” the Delhi Chief Minis-
ter tweeted.

Water storage project
The Delhi government state-
ment said Mr. Kejriwal also
sought the Central govern-
ment’s cooperation for an
“ambitious” project aimed
at the natural storage of wa-
ter in the Yamuna
floodplains.

“Mr. Kejriwal said that
since Delhi faces an acute
water shortage, particularly
in summer months, this pro-
ject once implemented will
ensure that storage of water
during a single monsoon will
be sufficient to meet Delhi’s

water requirements for two
years,” it said.

The first official meeting
between Mr. Modi and Mr.
Kejriwal, which took place
on February 12, 2015, saw
the latter inviting the Prime
Minister to his oath-taking
ceremony at Ramlila Maidan
two days later - which the
Prime Minister, however,
had declined. Their second,
on August 25, 2015, was to
seek the Prime Minister’s in-
tervention in bridging the
“trust deficit” between the
Centre and the Delhi govern-
ment. “Assured full coopera-
tion of Del govt. To develop
Delhi, capital city of India, it
is imp that Del govt n Centre
work together (sic),” Mr. Kej-
riwal tweeted after their
third official meeting on Fri-
day.

lcy stretches

Soldiering for peace: Thousands of people stretched and twisted as the world marked the
International Day of Yoga on Friday. In India, Prime Minister Narendra Modi headlined
the main event at Ranchi. Here, soldiers take part in a session in the Himalayas. =pti(paGE13)

[ stopped a strike

on Iran, says Trump

Reprisal move was for downing drone

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Friday that
he aborted a military strike
on Iran because such a res-
ponse to Tehran’s downing
of an unmanned U.S. sur-
veillance drone would have
caused a disproportionate
loss of life.

In a series of early morn-
ing tweets, Mr. Trump said
U.S. economic sanctions
against Iran were having an
impact and more were im-
posed late on Thursday, fol-
lowing the destruction of
the U.S. drone by an Iranian
surface-to-air missile.

3 sites were to be hit

Mr. Trump said the plan was
to hit three different sites in
response to the drone’s
downing, and that he was
told 150 people would have

Trump said that economic
sanctions against Iran were
having animpact. =ap

died. “Ten minutes before
the strike I stopped it, not
proportionate to shooting
down an unmanned drone.
I am in no hurry, our mili-
tary is rebuilt, new, and rea-
dy to go, by far the best in
the world,” he tweeted. Ear-
lier, Tehran had received a
message from Mr. Trump
warning that a U.S. attack
was imminent.

IRAN INSISTS DRONE VIOLATED
AIR SPACE » PAGE 14

‘IS was initially
unaware of
Easter attacks’

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

The Islamic State (IS) may
have claimed responsibili-
ty for the Easter terror at-
tacks in Sri Lanka, but its
chief Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
was initially not aware of
the horrific serial bomb-
ings, according to a top of-
ficial familiar with the
probe.

The ongoing investiga-
tion in Sri Lanka has re-
vealed that a local Islamist
radical, who is an IS sym-
pathiser, had contacted the
IS leadership after the at-
tacks. “Through a third
party, he [the suspect, now
in custody] had pleaded
with the IS for recognising
the blasts carried out by ji-
hadists, who had ‘sacrif-
iced’ their lives,” the senior
official told The Hindu.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12
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