10 DEMOCRACY AT WORK

CHATTERBOX

Foes or friends?

From friends to enemies at one fell swoop? Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao thought that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) was a friendly ally till the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, when BJP candidates defeated his daughter and sitting
MP Kavitha in Nizamabad and his trusted aide B Vinod Kumar
in Karimnagar. Speaking to his newly elected Lok Sabha mem-

| bers in Hyderabad earlier this week, he is said to have

observed: “We are neither friends nor enemies with the BJP.
They don’t need our support as they have sufficient strength
in the Lok Sabha, so expect them to be lukewarm to our
demands or requests.”

BJP’s Telangana unit President K Laxman has added to the growing distance
between the two groups. After a meeting with Amit Shah in Delhi earlier this week,
Laxman is said to have commented that the BJP would definitely come to power in
the state in 2023. “Now our focus is on Telangana and we will make every effort to
capture power from TRS,” Laxman told reporters.

It hasn’t helped that KCR wanted to meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi to invite
him for the inauguration of the Kaleswaram irrigation project and was ready to come
to Delhi, except that Modi‘s office communicated that the PM had no time to meet
the Telangana CM. KCR was so annoyed that he called off his Delhi tour altogether

"Sanskrit is in the DNA of India, it is now limited
to the work of priests.”

UP CM, Yogi Adityanath on why UP government press
releases will now be issued in Sanskrit in addition to
Hindi, English and Urdu, Lucknow, 17 June
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MAMATA BANERJEE: THE ENFANT TERRIBLE OF INDIAN POLITICS?

m2016: Banerjee locked herself up at the state
government secretariat “guarding our
democracy” and claimed that the Indian Army's
presence at toll plazas in the state was akin to a
military coup. She even accused the Army of
lying. The Army had to immediately clarify via
Twitter that the presence of soldiers was a part of
the routine exercise in all northeastern states.
®m(On demonetisation: During a dharnain Patna,
Banerjee flayed Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar. Without naming Kumar, she called him
a gaddarand said, " gaddari karne walon ko
nahin chhodenge (betrayers will not be
spared)”. Kumar openly supported
demonetisation and boycotted any opposition
group protesting against the move.

®m(0n Narendra Modi: The Prime Minister asked
all BJP MPs and MLAs to submit details of the

November 8 to December 31, 2016.Banerjee’s
response: “Why only account details from Nov
8?Just3 weeks. Why not last21/2 years all
details? PM Jiyou think you alone are
intelligent...and the rest are ... 2?2 Afteryour 21
days of note bandi, the whole country is ghar
bandi, so why this farce?"

®During the 2019 election campaign: “Where
will the country go if Narendra Modi comes to
power again? He is the greatest danger of the
country. West Bengal is a place where all
religions co-exist. | will give my life to see that
no riot takes place in the state".

m After electoral losses and TMC defections in
2019: "The TMCis not a weak party. If our MLAs
wantto leave, they can. | do not care if15-20
councillors quit the party by accepting cash. We
don't want thievesin TMC. If one person leaves,

and as a result, skipped the NITI Aayog meeting of chief ministers as well.

SHAKTIKANTA DAS

AN
Roleof central
bankisimportant,
CriSiS Or NOCrisiS

hough there is no unique solution to these policy issues
I confronting the global economy, we could clearly draw
three broad inferences:

mFirst, the central banks’ role is important, both during normal
as well as crisis times. While mandates for the central banks
broadly remain same during both the periods, weightage
attached to competing objectives and the choice of policy instru-
ments become crucial in the crisis periods.

® Second, communication by the central banks is very impor-
tant that may be different in crisis times than in normal times.
Not only it helps convey decisions in a more transparent way, it
also signals the present and future policy stance of the central
banks. In fact, unconventional monetary policy measures
undertaken by the central banks during the crisis period worked
mainly through the confidence and signaling channels. The
US Federal Reserve’s statement on December 16, 2008 provided
a clear forward guidance for the markets. On the other hand,
only a mere hint of monetary policy normalisation by the US
Fed (popularly known as taper tantrum) in May 2013 triggered
portfolio outflows from some emerging market economies
(EMES). This led to high volatility in equity, debt and currency
markets. In fact, such market volatilities in EMEs could have
been avoided through clear advance communication.

In the Indian context, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) com-
municates its monetary policy decisions in terms of changes in
the policy repo rate and stance based on an assessment of the
current and evolving macroeconomic situation. The stance of
the monetary policy is communicated as neutral, accommoda-
tive or calibrated tightening in consonance with the mandate
of achieving the medium-term inflation target of 4 per cent + 2
per cent, while keeping in mind the objective of growth. The
RBI’s approach to communicate the policy stance is to explain
it with rationale, information and analysis to enable market
participants and stakeholders to have better clarity.
mThird, the global financial crisis was also a testimony to the
fact that coordination of policies both at the global and domestic
level is important for macro-financial stability. It is only through
better coordination between the central banks and between
monetary and fiscal authorities in the domestic sphere that
adverse consequences of spillovers and spillbacks could be con-
tained. The fact remains that as most policy makers have
domestic mandates, international cooperation may be hard to
engender if international outcomes militate against domestic
policy preferences. Therefore, success of coordination depends
on deft calibration of policies by major stakeholders.

Issuesinthe current context

Even after more than a decade of global financial crisis and six
years after taper-tantrum, the global economy is still not on a
stable growth path. Following an upward swing in 2017, there
hasbeen growing evidence that global growth and trade is weak-
ening. Unsettled trade tensions and developments around
Brexit are imparting further downside risks to the outlook. While
signs of weakening world industrial production and trade vol-
ume were discernible in early 2019, other business confidence
indicators have also dampened in many OECD countries.
Taking cognisance of these factors, projections of world growth
for 2019 have been revised down by the IMF, World Bank and
the OECD in their latest assessments.

While the global economy is still to recover to the pre-crisis
growth path, India has continued to exhibit robust growth driven
by consumption and investment demand in the last three years.
However, we have seen a loss of speed in the second half of 2018-
19 as some drivers of growth, notably investment and exports,
slowed down. On the supply side, activity in agriculture and
manufacturing moderated sharply. It is expected that the end
of political uncertainty associated with an election season and
continuation of economic reforms would lead to a reversal of
the current weaknesses in some of the indicators in our economy.

To reinvigorate growth by improving investment climate, a
healthy financial sector, inter alia, plays an important role. In
this context, the RBI has accorded high policy attention to reform
both banking and non-banking sectors. We have been taking
several steps to strengthen the regulatory and supervisory frame-
works in order to increase the resilience of the banking system.
New guidelines have been issued for resolution of stressed assets,
which will sustain the improvements in credit culture.

In the non-banking sector, the RBI has recently come out
with draft guidelines for a robust liquidity framework for the
NBFCs. We are also giving a fresh look at their regulatory and
supervisory framework. It is our endeavour to have an optimal
level of regulation and supervision so that the NBFC sector is
financially resilient and robust. The RBI will continue to monitor
the activity and performance of this sector with a focus on major
entities and their inter-linkages with other sectors.

Interplay between inflation and growth objectives

At the end, let me highlight the role of the RBI in the context of
the mandate under the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934: “to reg-
ulate the issue of Bank notes and the keeping of reserves with a
view to securing monetary stability in India and generally to
operate the currency and credit system of the country to its
advantage”. This mandate has been interpreted over time as to
maintain price stability, financial stability and economic growth
with the relative emphasis between these objectives governed
by the prevailing macroeconomic conditions. This role of the
RBI has been restated as per the amendment in the RBI Act in
May 2016 according to which “the primary objective of the mon-
etary policy is to maintain price stability while keeping in mind
the objective of growth”. Therefore it has been our endeavour
in the RBI to ensure price stability under the flexible inflation
targeting regime and simultaneously focus on growth when
inflation is under control.

Edited excerpt from aspeech by RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das at the Lal
Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration, Mussoorie, June17

ILLUSTRATION BY BINAY SINHA

Anuradha Chenoy, retired professor, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, and former director and chairperson, Centre for Russian and Central Asian Studies,
tells Aditi Phadnis how India and Russia can deepen their strategic relationship and not look at it
through either the United States or Pakistan lens. Edited excerpts:

'India needs to walk
a tightrope with US'

Vladimir Putin was the firstleader to
congratulate Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on his re-election. On the same day,
the spokesperson of the Russian MFA
spoke atlength on the recent
intensification of Russia’s contacts with
Pakistan. What, if anything, should we
read into this?

In the current fast track international system
with transitional geopolitics where multiple
powers exercise leverage, both Russia and
India have to craft multiple options in foreign
policy. This means that influencer powers like
India and especially Russia cannot depend on
singular relations. India has developed strong
relations with the US, EU, Japan and others.
But there is clarity in India (so far) that each
relation should not be at the cost of others.
Especially Russia.

Russia is in a different position. They have
fewer options. The deep state in the US is
structurally in opposition to Russia. Even
though President Donald Trump tried chang-
ing this in a limited way. The US and others
have imposed unilateral sanctions on Russia.
Further, they also threaten to impose sanc-
tions on third states that trade with Russia
through their 2017 law called Countering
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act
(CAATSA). This has driven Russia strategically

and economically closer to China. China is the
only power that has expressed outrage against
CAATSA and has the capacity to impose
counter sanctions, tariffs and withstand trade
wars. China has put pressure on Russia to
improve its relations with Pakistan.

Russia also needs Pakistan to fulfil its pol-
icy for a stable Afghanistan and Central Asia.
So Russia is balancing China-Pakistan without
upsetting its relations with India. Similarly,
despite the US raising tariffs on Indian exports,
India is balancing its relations between the US
with Russia, by seeking to accommodate its
defence purchases with Russia by seeking spe-
cial exemptions from the US on CAATSA on
the one hand, while offering the US low hang-
ing fruit like new defence deals with the US
and Israel and others.

Will this come up on the sidelines of the G
20 conference when the two leaders
meet?

India cannot afford to link foreign relations
and ties through the Pakistan lens. If she did,
how could she develop relations even with the
US that has been Pakistan’s major supporter
and still treats it as a client state?

India and Russia have important issues
that include:
mStrategic issues: India and Russia share a

bank transaction done by them during

common understanding of terrorism and their
interests in Afghanistan have some conver-
gences. Even though Russia now appears to
be ready to have the Taliban on the peace table
that India still resists, the end goal of a stable
Afghanistan is of common interest to India
and Russia. India has to leverage Russia for
deepening development partnerships in
Central Asia and Afghanistan.

Russia has an interest in the Indian Ocean
as a zone of peace. The interests of great pow-
ers increased in the Indo Pacific with differ-
ences between China and the US. The US
wants to engage India in its plans. India has
been taking tiny steps like the partnership of
the QUAD (USA, Australia, Japan, India) India
and Russia need to collaborate in the Asia
Pacific and Arabian Sea and the Gulf. They
can work with Vietnam and oth-
ers in the Pacific also.
BTransport Corridors: The most
critical aspect on which India
and Russia have been negotiat-
ing is the International North
South Corridor. Given the huge
plans of the Chinese Belt and

ANURADHA CHENOY

I will prepare 500 more".

No country can be forced to make a strategic
choice. India’s national interest will be jeop-
ardised if it makes a jump into the US strate-
gic plans of isolating Russia and containing
China. The US does not have equal relations
with countries. They have primarily different
levels of client states. India will have to resist
US pressure. India can only do this if they are
determined to continue with strategic auton-
omy. This is possible with counter pressure
and retaining multiple choices. The Russians
are not pressurising India not to diversify
their relations, because they respect india’s
sovereign choices.

According to the Russian constitution,
this is President Putin's last termin office
and Russia will elect anew Presidentin
2024. Jockeying for power
appears to have begun
already. Who are theleaders
inline tobecomePutin's
successor and what are the
implications for the internal
politics of Russia? Especially
inthelight of the country's

Roadway Initiative (BRI), and
India staying away from it, India
should no longer do a “go slow”
on this. President Putin, is likely
to talk of this.

mEnergy: India has major interests and invest-
ment in Russian hydro carbons. These inter-
ests have been under the radar, but are
important to both. The two heads of state
need to review if Indian investments in
Sakhalin I and IT have been beneficial and set
rules for Russia as a player in the private ener-
gy market in India.

B Economic and trade issues: There will be
discussion on the hurdles on increasing trade
and investment especially in the context of
sanctions. In this light, it would be useful for
India and Russia to consider a debt swap and
trade in national currencies. While it was
tried earlier as rupee rouble, the old experi-
ence minus the problems is worth looking at
more so because Russia and China have
worked out a good deal on this. Further coun-
tries blocked by the US like Venezuela, Iran
and others are engaging with Russia and
China in local currencies. Of course, India
would not like to anger the US, but it needs
to keep an Indian perspective.

Defence platforms in India remain struc-
turally aligned with Russia, despite Indian
diversification. It is likely that the Indian side
would like not just transfer of technology in
defence sectors but also to commercial sectors.

There have been proposals that Russia
should accept Indian migrant and skilled
labour. This will be a major opening for India
with high unemployment levels and Russia
with labour shortage. Missing out on this will
be a hugely missed opportunity.

The US principal deputy assistant
secretary for South and Central Asia,
Alice Wells recently stated ata
congressional hearing that Washington
had 'serious concerns' over the USD 5
billion deal signed with Russia in
October 2018 to procure the S-400 Air
Defence Systems. Will India be forced to
choose between Russia and the US?

Retired professor, School of
International Studies, JNU

economic problems and

specifically, unpopular

pension reforms?
Putin who had high popularity
ratings, suddenly sees a decline in his popu-
larity. He is concerned about his legacy. Yes,
it is clear that he led the revival of the Russian
state and stabilised it politically and econom-
ically. He has challenged the liberal democra-
cies through the concept of ‘sovereign democ-
racy’. The pension reforms have been
unpopular but he has tweaked them, especial-
ly after Russian women and others resisted
and criticised these. Russia has big problems
of stagnation, multiplied because of sanctions.
China is making big inroads by dumping
cheap goods and connecting roads to Europe
through Russia. But at the same time Russian
manufacturing has improved. Education and
health is better.

As far as successor goes Putin will try and
put his own man in the Kremlin. Opposition
leader Alexei Navalny has been working hard
in difficult conditions. What and who
emerges, time will tell. This is always a prob-
lem with centralised political systems.

AKey elementinIndia-Russiatiesis the
relationship between Russia and the US.
Do you expect conditions to improve? or
deteriorate further?

President Trump has tried to contest the
structural animosity of the US State and
Military Industrial economy against the US.
His plan was that China is the main competi-
tor of the US and the US can no longer afford
two major antagonist powers. He therefore
has been trying to refigure US relations with
Russia. But the allegations of his personal
close relations with the Putin regime,
American outrage at the alleged intervention
in elections (as if the USA has never inter-
vened in any other countries elections) etc
have made a firewall for Trump. So
US-Russia relations have worsened with
sanctions. India will have walk a tightrope
to understand and maintain their relations
with the US and their strategic partnership
with Russia.

The death of seven workers in a manhole in Gujarat
has yet again brought to focus state apathy towards
manual scavengers. Despite an SCruling, availability
of modern methods of sewer cleaning, there's a clear
sign of neglect and don't care attitude amongthe
state machinery, writes Sneha Bhattacharjee

Narendra Modi washed the feet of sanita-
tion workers at Kumbh Mela, his gesture
was seen as symbolic of his support for them.
However, a symbolic gesture does not neces-
sarily amounts to benefits for san-
itation workers across the country,
who risk their lives day in and day
out without any protective gear.
Take the recent case of seven
workers — three employees and
four sanitation workers — who
died after inhaling toxic fumes
while cleaning the sewer of a hotel
in Vadodara, Gujarat. The incident
has invoked angry reactions from
several people on social media.
Mahindra Group Chairperson,
Anand Mahindra, sharing the
news on Twitter, questioned what was stop-
ping the authorities from employing safety
measures. He even offered funds if that was
the reason for the authorities’ unwillingness
to adopt safer methods of cleaning manholes.
Butisit really alack of funds that’s stopping
the governments to adopt mechanical meth-
ods of sewage cleaning or is there more than
meets the eye? National Convenor, Safai

I n February this year when Prime Minister

[

THE OTHER
INDIA

Karmachari Andolan, Bezwada Wilson , calls
it the state government’s denial to accept that
manual scavenging is prevalent. Citing the
example of Gujarat incident, Wilson says, “the
government is downplaying the incident.
They do not want to accept any
machinery help or rehabilitation
drive for the workers.” “We are willing
to offer solutions to them, but the
safai karmachari commission in the
state has to be open to accepting
them. They don’t want to because
that would destroy their image of a
model state,” he adds.

It is not just the denial of the gov-
ernment but also the notion of “they
were born to do this job” that has
been reverberating in the minds of
the state machinery. “Log toh mil he
jayenge (you will find people any way) is the
standard mindset. Caste plays an important
role in determining this mindset too. There is
no point of all the modernisation when every-
thing revolves around the fact that there are
some castes that are born to be manual scav-
engers,” says the author of the book Unseen:
The Truth about India’s Manual Scavengers,
Bhasha Singh.

As per the Prohibition of Employment as
Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation
Act, 2013, the practice of manual scavenging
is referred to as “manually or barehanded
cleaning, carrying, disposing of, or otherwise
handling in any manner, human excreta from
the insanitary latrines”. The Act disallows all
kinds of employment that force individuals to
engage with human excreta in any form man-
ually. However, the Act does not mention any
provisions related to the death of manual scav-
engers and despite most deaths being caused
by lack of safety equipment, it fails to explain
what qualifies as an “appropriate safety gear”.
In 2014, the Supreme Court while expanding
the contours of the Act, declared %10 lakh as
compensation in case of death.

Singh notes, it is not just the compensation
that the state machinery is supposed to pro-

vide to the family of the deceased worker, but
also education and housing. However, the
state openly flouts the SC ruling by providing
either a compensation less than the requisite
amount or employing the wife in the same job.
“The state machinery basically acts like a
mediator. Once they enter into the job, the
families are forced to decline on the compen-
sation. They are made to believe how benefi-
cial they have been by getting a ‘job’. The fam-
ilies are in no position to ask for their
compensation,” Singh adds.

Both Singh and Wilson lament the fact that
despite being an illegal activity since 1993,
there have been no policy on eradication of
manual scavenging. “Instead there is a delib-
erate shift towards building more toilets and
declaring states open defecation free,” says
Singh. No questions are raised on where the
“shit” is going? According to Singh, not a single
city can boast of having direct connection to
sewer lines. “How is human waste being
cleaned then?” she asks.

A classic example of the state apathy is the
declining allocation to the Self Employment
Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual
Scavenger, launched in 2007 by the govern-
ment of India (Gol). In FY 2013-14, the Gol had
allocated 70 crore, it decreased to I47 crore
in FY2014-15 and further to only 5 crore in
FY 2015-16.

“Instead of focusing on how to construct
sewage management systems, research and
develop more on this sector, we are running
towards building toilets that are lying unused,”
Wilson says. He adds that declaring a state
open defecation free will not serve a purpose.
The government has to look at human per-
spective — who is cleaning those toilets, how
are they doing it, do they have the requisite
machinery? “A safai karmachari is not keen
on going into a manhole that stinks, it is the
notion that they are born to do this, which
needs to change,” he observes.
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acebook’s planned 2020 launch of

Libra will mark a paradigm shift by

taking the cryptocurrency concept

mainstream. The Libra will be
backed by a basket of assets. By enabling fast,
seamless cross-border transactions and
micro-payments, it could substantially reduce
transaction costs and address the needs of
the unbanked. Facebook has a user base of
over 2 billion and it has signed up some of the
biggest names in financial services tojoin the
new initiative. While FB will back the initiative
through its subsidiary, Calibra, the currency
will be managed by an independent founda-
tion, the Libra Association. It is based in
Geneva, and other members will have voting
rights. The Association already includes Visa,

Facebook’s Libragamble

RBI should stay firm in not allowing it in India

Mastercard, PayPal, Uber, Lyft, Spotify,
Coinbase, Vodafone, and several large
Venture Capital firms. Any reputable entity
can join by paying $10 million into the
reserves.

The Association will take independent
decisions on currency management. Libra
will be a “stablecoin” issued on the curren-
cy board principle: Every coin will be
backed by assets. The reserves will consist
of a basket of fiat currencies, gold, etc, and
it will be regularly audited. Libra would be
issued to all Association members against
the membership fees payable. The digital
wallets will be issued by Calibra to users of
Facebook Messenger and WhatsApp, after
KYC certification. Transactions will be han-

dled by Calibra, which will do verifications
on a “permissioned” blockchain. The
blockchain will be open-source. But access
to carry out transaction verifications will
be restricted to Association members.
Calibra has invented a new computer lan-
guage, Move, for the specific purpose of
handling Libra-related activities.

The social network has said there will be
a “Chinese Wall” between the parent
Facebook, and Calibra, to prevent Facebook
accessing sensitive transaction data. In a
nod to the practices in bitcoin, and other
cryptocurrencies, users may own multiple
Calibra wallets used under pseudonyms.
This would help them maintain secrecy
from other users, although Calibra would
be able to map transactions and wallets back
to the owner's KYC, preventing easy money-
laundering. Putting together the financial
muscle and reach of the Association mem-
bers, Libra would be available to nearly 3
billion individuals scattered across the globe.

This also means that it would be widely
acceptable to all sorts of vendors, and easily
vetted by central banks.

This could dramatically reduce transac-
tion fees in many domains, by for example,
charging a small flat fee for every transac-
tion, regardless of the transaction size. Unlike
bitcoin, or ethereum, or other cryptocurren-
cies, a stablecoin also rules out wild specula-
tion that characterises cryptocurrencies
backed by nothing. The supply of Libra
depends on the value of reserves held by
Libra, implying non-volatile exchange ratios
depending on the movements of fiat curren-
cies. This also means it is easily and seam-
lessly convertible back to fiat currency. The
social network is also setting up a technical
and organisational structure that complies
with both local and international regulations,
and anti-money-laundering norms.

Questions remain, of course. For exam-
ple, it's not clear how Libra intends to com-
ply with the know-your-customer norms for

the unbanked - reason why it is unlikely to be
available to customers in India, one of the
world's largest remittance markets. Though
it could, among other things, save non-resi-
dent Indians huge fees and commissions on
the $80 billion they are expected to remit in
2020, the Reserve Bank of India is unlikely to
grant it permission despite India being
Facebook’s largest user-base. Privacy is also
a huge concern, particularly in view of
Facebook's dubious record in this respect. In
any case, the central bank has been dead-set
against cryptocurrency and in April 2018
had given regulated entities a three-month
deadline to stop dealing in virtual currencies
due to associated risks. The argument in
favour of Libra has been that it is a stablecoin
— acryptocurrency whose value is pegged to
be as stable as the dollar. But the RBI should
stay firm in its decision not to allow any
form of cryptocurrency due to legitimate
concerns around tax evasion, money laun-
dering and fraud.

Juggling competing interests

India will need to strengthen ties with Russia and China while simultaneously maintaining its strategic

relationship with the United States
ANITA INDER SINGH

tions than it reveals. The invitations India

received at the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) meeting in Bishkek from China
and Russia to strengthen trade ties should not deflect
attention from New Delhi’s need to craft a strategy to
have good ties with them, while simultaneously main-
taining its strategic partnership with the US. And the
communiqué’s call to end terrorism was preceded by
China’s advice that India should not make an issue of
Pakistan, which is also a member of the SCO. Obviously
India and China have differences over how to handle
Pakistan’s training and export of extremists.

When it comes to trade ties, the SCO commu-
niqué’s call to protect multilateral trade was preced-
ed by a Chinese call asking India to team up to ward
off America’s bullying trade practices. India’s
response will strengthen or weaken India’s ties with
China, Russia — or the US. The fact that India will
retaliate against the US withdrawal of duty-free ben-
efits under its Generalised System of Preferences
does not imply that that it is somehow taking sides
with China and Russia against the US.

After all, India has a border dispute with China.
Should it ever come to the crunch, America’s global
weight will count with India, because the US is the
only country which can counter China’s growing mil-
itary and economic clout singlehanded.

India’s attitude to the US is at variance with those
of Russia and China. Unlike India, Russia and China
are challenging US global primacy. And one of the
aims of their strategic partnership is to limit American
influence in what they see as their own spheres of
influence. For Russia this implies the Eurasian coun-
tries that emerged from the collapse of the Soviet
Union in 1991; for China, the South China Sea and
more generally, the western Pacific. Unlike India,
Russia supports China's claim to the South China Sea.

Atanother level, for all the talk in some Indian cir-
cles about Russia being India’s tried and trusted
friend, Moscow is neutral on the Sino-Indian con-
flict. It has also advised India to join China’s Belt and
Road Initiative, which India views as a unilateral
push to advance China’s interests and a threat to
India’s sovereignty, because it cuts across disputed
turf in Pakistani-occupied Kashmir.

On the US-Russia front, India should not view last
October’s deal to buy Russia’s S-400 missile as imply-
ing that Russia has done it a unique favour. The mis-
sile will help India to track aircraft beyond its borders
and project power in the Indian Ocean, where Beijing
has grown increasingly assertive. But Russia has
always had two irons in the fire. Moscow offered
Beijing the S-400 in 2015 and started delivering the
missile to China in 2018. Delivery to India of the S-400
will start in 2020 — if India does not back out of the
deal under American pressure to buy the F-35 with
the intent of advancing interoperability between
Indian and US forces.

Even if India sticks to the deal, the outstanding
point is that the S-400 deal will not upset Sino-
Russian ties. In fact, India and Russia signed the deal
as Moscow and Beijing extolled the highest levels of
their ties, and hailed the golden age of their partner-
ship just before the SCO summit.

India’s strategy pundits should also take note of
other factors that strengthen Russia-China ties.
China’s need for gas and oil entails amicable ties with
neighbouring Russia, which is one of the world’s
biggest energy producers. Also, with Moscow’s con-
sent China has established a sizeable economic pres-

Ofﬁcialese usually conceals more complex situa-

r

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the recent Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Summit in Bishkek,
Kyrgyzstan. Both Russia and China sought closer economic collaboration with India at the meeting

ence in Russia and Central Asia. It has built railways
in Russia and constructed railway lines connecting
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan to China. Earlier this year, their con-
nectivity was further strengthened by the building of
arailway bridge across the Amur
River, linking the Russian Far
East with northeast China.

The Russia-China call for
more Indian investment and
trade is welcome. But China is
already the top trading partner
of the Russian-led Eurasian
Economic Union (EEAU). In
2016, India ranked in 18th place
in the EEAU’s imports and 15th
place in the EEAU’s exports.
Unfortunately, India’s efforts to
connect with Russia and Central Asia are hampered
by the absence of shared borders with any country in
the region.

At another level, some in New Delhi wrongly

India has a
border dispute
with China.Ina
crunch situation
America's global
weight will
count with
India, since it is
the only country
that can counter
China's clout

thought that the International North-South Corridor
(INSTC) could counter China’s BRI. Founded in 2002
by India, Iran and Russia, the INSTC was inaugurat-
ed in January 2018. Apart from India, all other mem-
bers of the INSTC, which include Iran, Eurasian
Russia and its “near abroad” in Central Asia, the
Caucuses and Europe, have joined the BRI. Each has
stronger trade and investment ties with China than
with India. And Indian media reports have missed the
listing of the INSTC in the Annex to the joint com-
muniqué issued after China’s Second Belt and Road
Forum on April 27 — though it is not specified what
projects China will carry out along the Corridor.

The SCO meeting highlights the necessity for New
Delhi to build bilateral ties with Beijing and Moscow.
But as it tries to maxmise its diplomatic options, it
must reconcile India’s need with its wish to strength-
en its strategic partnership with the US, whose glob-
al ascendancy is challenged by China and Russia.

The writer is Founding Professor, Centre for Peace and
Conflict Resolution, New Delhi

How toramp up global
climate finance flows

RAJASREE RAY & J M MAUSKAR

Katowice Conference in 2018, the

United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
witnessed a remarkable journey, with the
adoption of a number of agreements, the
latest being the Paris Agreement, which aims
to strengthen the global response to the
threat of climate change. Every nation was
called upon to submit its nationally deter-
mined contribution (NDC), to achieve the
Convention’s objectives. India’s NDC was on
a “best efforts basis”, keeping in mind devel-
opmental imperatives, envisaging availabil-
ity of international public finance.

Climate finance is indisputably a key
pillar in enabling climate actions. The
Convention mandates developed coun-
tries to take the lead in mitigation actions
and provide financial resources to devel-
oping countries for climate actions. For
the first time since 1992, climate finance
was quantified in Copenhagen in 2009, to
induce developing countries to scale up
their mitigation actions and a flow of $100
billion a year by 2020 by the developed
countries was mooted.

Article 9 of the Agreement stipulates
that developed countries shall provide
financial resources to devel-
oping countries. While the
Agreement was hailed by
many, all agreed that a new
collective goal from the cur-
rent floor of $100 billion per
year be set in 2025.

There have been various
claims about progress towards
the Copenhagen goal of $100
billion. Just before the Paris
negotiations in 2015, an Indian
ministry of finance paper questioned the
credibility and accuracy of the reported fig-
ures. According to a UNFCCC report, total
climate-specific finance flows (self-reported
figures) from developed countries in 2016
were only about $38 billion. Estimates sug-
gest that implementing developing-country
NDCs would require $4.4 trillion. Therefore,
how this quantum jump would be achieved
was the foremost question in everybody’s
mind after the Paris Agreement.

Besides agreeing on new rules of
accounting and a reporting framework for
climate finance, the Katowice outcome was
expected to improve the acceptability of
the reported numbers.

In the run-up to Katowice in 2018,
India’s ministry of finance had released a
paper, 3 Essential ‘S’s of Climate Finance —
Scope, Scale and Speed: A Reflection. The
paper analysed post-Paris Agreement
developments and the seriousness of dis-
course needed in the international climate
finance arena. In essence, the paper
observed that coverage of climate finance
was ambiguous, the quantum was insuffi-
cient and pace of delivery of finance was
slow. The paper also identified essential
elements required for a robust and trans-
parent accounting of climate finance flows.

The Katowice decision came out with

F rom the 1992 Rio Conference to the

It is essential to
explore innovative
instruments to
supplement public
finance, such as
interest subsidies
and sovereign
guarantees, which
can catalyse
private finance

rules governing climate finance — identifi-
cation of ex ante and ex post information on
financial support provided and mobilised
by developed countries. This stressed greater
granularity in reporting — type of sectors for
which support is provided, type of financial
instruments, etc. Apparently, the outcome
was tilted towards developed countries with
wording such as “as available” and “an indi-
cation”, with regard to projected levels of
financing and new and additional resources
respectively. Financial instruments such as
loans and equity were allowed to be count-
ed as climate finance and developed coun-
tries were asked to report the grant equiva-
lence on a voluntary basis only.

In effect, the long-standing demand for
ensuring clarity in climate finance flows was
not delivered. The commitment of finance
by developed countries has also been dilut-
ed because the $100 billion per year origi-
nally meant for mitigation now includes
adaptation also. In essence, the Katowice fi-
nance outcome was thus a bit of an anti-cli-
max. Since Katowice, the IPCC Report is
being used to urge all nations including
developing countries to ramp up their
already submitted NDCs even before they
start implementing it from January 1, 2021.
However, it is evident that any increase in
ambition will need to be accompanied by an
increase in climate finance, on
an equal footing.

Some processes tend to put
private finance on a higher
pedestal. The private sector is
likely to invest where returns
are high and risks are low.
Precisely for this reason, Article
9.3 of the Agreement noted the
significant role of public
finance. Yet, it is essential to
explore innovative instruments
to supplement public finance, such as inter-
est subsidies and sovereign guarantees,
which can catalyse private finance.

Lastly, a great deal of stress is being laid
upon inter-generational equity (the rights
and welfare of future generations) in regard
to emergent climate actions proposed to be
taken by the present generation. However,
the imperatives of intra-generational equity,
such as eradication of poverty and equitable
socio-economic development, cannot be
brushed-aside.

The next Conference is to be held in
Chile in December 2019. The UN Secretary
General, in his World Environment Day
message on June 5, stated: “There is no
time to lose. This is the battle of our lives.
Solutions exist”. Implementation of NDCs
will apparently hit a roadblock in the face
of an uncertain future in the provision-
ing of climate finance. Under these cir-
cumstances, effectively addressing the
three “Ss” of climate finance — scope,
scale and speed — is necessary for a real-
istic hope of achieving the goals of the
Paris Agreement.

Ray is Economic Advisor, Department of
Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance. Mauskar
is former Special Secretary, Ministry of
Environment & Forests. The views are personal

» OTHER VIEWS

‘One country-one election’
move needs rigorous debate

Holistic farm budget needed
Ad-hoc policies must be replaced

A beginning for Congress
Karnataka a prelude to wider change?

The government must accord higher
priority to other electoral reforms

The decision to form a committee to examine the issue of
holding simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha and the State
Assemblies is a significant step towards achieving Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s objective of synchronising elections
across the country. Advocates of such elections point to poten-
tial benefits. There is the obvious advantage of curbing the
huge expenditure involved and reducing the burden on the
manpower deployed. The second point in its favour is that rul-
ing parties can focus more on governance and less on cam-
paigning. But there are challenging questions of feasibility
that the political system must contend with. First, it may
require the curtailment or extension of the tenure of state leg-
islatures to bring their elections in line with the Lok Sabha poll
dates. Another question is: what happens if the government at
the Centre falls?

In terms of principle, the main issue is whether getting all
elections to coincide undermines representative democracy
and federalism. In a parliamentary democracy, the executive
is responsible to the legislature; and its legitimacy would be
undermined by taking away the legislature's power to bring

down a minority regime by mandating a fixed tenure just to
have simultaneous elections. The interests of regional parties
may take a beating, as regional issues may be subsumed by
national themes in a common election. Given these chal-
lenges, there is simply no case for hastening the introduction
of simultaneous elections. The government must accord pri-
ority to other electoral reforms.

The Hindu, June 21

The Central government is
reportedly planning a big
boost for the rural and farm
economy in its first budget.
The interim budget for 2019-
20 presented in February this
year had committed a total
spending of¥4.6 trillion for the
ministries of agriculture, con-
sumer affairs, food and public
distribution, food processing
and rural development. Most
of the money spent by these
ministries goes to the rural
economy. However, it can be
said that the government will
do well to use its historic man-
date to unveil some radical
reforms in agriculture, not
only in the often discussed
areas of improving market
linkages, but also tackle long-
term challenges, especially
those regarding climate
change and sustainability of

our agricultural ecosystem.
This will take a holistic
approach towards deciding
goals as well as allocating
scarce resources. For exam-
ple, can the government
think of a way to incentivise
farmers/clusters with regu-
larly updated soil health card
based farming practices in its
PM-KISAN scheme? Can rural
employment guarantee or
procurement programmes be
tailored to larger goals of envi-
ronmental sustainability?
The short point is Indian
farms and farmers will con-
tinue to be mired in crisis
unless the silo-based and ad-
hoc agricultural policies are
replaced with goals which
have empathy for the Indian
farmer as well as foresight.

Hindustan Times, June 21

The dissolution of the
Karnataka PCC on
Wednesday is the first major
step the Congress has initiated
after its drubbing in the gen-
eral election nearly a month
ago. Hopefully, Karnataka
marks a beginning for the
Congress leadership towards
reorganising itself and facing
up to the challenge posed by
the BJP. The Congress contin-
ues to be the largest
Opposition party in the coun-
try and its conduct will have a
bearing on political institu-
tions and the democratic
process itself. While the KPCC
restructuring may shed light
on the Congress strategy to
rebuild, the party’s decline is
the result of a process that
dates back to the late 1960s.
The non-dynasts who helmed
the party in the 1990s —

Narasimha Rao and Sitaram
Kesri — could neither rebuild
the organisation nor retrieve
lost ground. Sonia Gandhi, the
undisputed party chief for
nearly two decades since the
late 1990s, was successful
in keeping the party reason-
ably intact.

Now Rahul Gandhi’s
attempt to explain his resig-
nation as party chief within
the framework of accounta-
bility has threatened to dis-
rupt the leadership model
the Congress has subscribed
to for many years. Karnataka,
a state where the Congress is
in office, offers an opportuni-
ty to institutionalise inner-
party democracy and intro-
duce fresh blood in the
organisation.

The Indian Express, June 21
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EVERY GOVERNMENT IS taken by sur-
prise when a grave crisis explodes in its
face. Someone is at fault, but nobody
will take responsibility. Ultimately, the
buck stops at the table of the head of
the government — chief minister or
Prime Minister. A deeper probe will,
however, reveal that s/he is not the first
personwho should be held responsible,
but the parliamentary system of gov-
ernment holds otherwise.

Cruel deaths

The encephalitis epidemic that has
consumed 117 lives so far in Muzaf-
farpur district, Bihar, is a case in point.
According to the Union Health Min-
istry’s Management Information Sys-
tem, all of the 103 primary health cen-
tres and the only community health
centre in the district were rated O out of
5 because they did not meet the
mandatory requirements for evalua-
tion (medical officer, nurse/midwife).
The paediatric unit of the Sri Krishna
Medical College and Hospital in Muzaf-
farpur, where the affected children
were treated, did not meet the criteria
to qualify as a paediatric ICU. On these
facts, who should take the blame? No
onewill, sowe will blame a small,white-
coloured (and delicious) fruit called
litchi! Doctors said that eating lychees
affected only children who did not eat
a meal at night. And pray, why did they
not eat a meal at night? Because they
are poor and don’t get a meal. Can
there be anything more devastating
and painful? (Between 2008 and
2014, there were 6,000 deaths
from encephalitis.)

A few days ago, seven sanitation
workers died while emptying a septic
tank in a hotel near Vadodara, Gujarat.
It was not the first time such a tragedy
happened and, sadly, it will not be the
last.Cleaninga septic tankis not rocket
science: there are machines and an
Indian version (Bandicoot) has been
developed by a start-up in Kerala.When
men have to be unavoidably deployed
for cleaning sewers and septic tanks,
there are special clothing, masks and
oxygen cylinders. None of the equip-
ment is scarce or beyond the financial
capacity of a municipal corporation like
Vadodara, yet seven poor men were
allowed to die. (Between 2011 and
2018, death of 114 sanitation workers
was reported from all states of India.)

Shocking negligence

There is another unbelievably
shocking statistic: on an average, four
persons are killed in Delhi in road acci-
dents every day.You can expect that
four persons will be killed tomorrow,
fourthe dayafter,and so on,on average
four, every day in Delhi alone. Only a
fraction of that number is Killed in air
accidents all over the world in a whole
year! Why do we have strict rules for air
travel and lax rules for road travel?
(Between 2011 and 2017,12,724 per-
sons were killed in road accidents
in Delhi.)

Have you traveled on the Barapulla
flyover in Delhi which is the ‘pride’ of
the PWD of the Delhi government and
which tookyears to be built? The flyover
isaverage, the design isaverage, theride
is average, but the quality of the con-
struction is awful. Justlook at the para-
petson eitherside of the carriage way —
chipped or broken, uneven height, dis-
jointed slabs, terribly plastered and
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A demonstration in New Delhi against deaths of children in Bihar who suffered from encephalitis, commonly known as

brain fever

painted and, on the whole, ugly. Yet, it
passed all quality tests, the contractor
was paid (and presumably feted) and the
flyoverinauguratedin 2010.Itwon’tbe
long before it is closed for repairs.

Intention &
implementation

Innone of these cases —and you can
think of others — was there a policy fail-
ure.Any government’s policy is to build,
equip and staff health facilities and
hospitals; to abolish manual scaveng-
ing; to enforce traffic rules and ensure
safety; to build quality infrastructure
and beautify cities and towns; and so
on.The Legislature or the Executive (i.e.
the ministers) makes the policy and,
naturally, wants the policy imple-
mented well. But there is a huge gap
between intention and implementa-

tion. Why? We are hesitant to say it, but
it mustbe said: within the Government
(with a capital G) there is another gov-
ernment (with a small g).It is the small-
g government that has failed the big-G
government as well as the people, at
least as far as India is concerned.

Let me make the point with two con-
trasting examples. Demonetisation
was a policy blunder; the ministers who
dreamed up that policy and constituted
big-G Government must own respon-
sibility. On the other hand, GST was a
good policy. If it has caused as much
distress as demonetisation, the blame
must be taken by small-g government.

Swachh Bharat is good policy, but
the false statistics fed on ODF status of
states and villages is the deceit of small-
g government. Ujjwala is good policy,
but the replacement cylinder rate
of three peryear is the failure of small-

The Pogba problem

Solskjeer needs a dressing room free of Pogba as it
will reduce the player-power factor and bad vibes

RINGSIDE

VIEW

Shamik Chakrabartx

PAULPOGBAIS aWorld Cupwinner. Man-
chester United fans, however, give a hoot
about what Pogba has achieved for
France.His performance has been patchy,
toputit mildly,for United,a clubthathad
coughed up the then world record fee of
£89 in 2016 to land him from Juventus.
United also pay him £290,000 every
week. Pogba has failed to turn up, espe-
ciallyin big games.

From United’s perspective, it
absolutely doesn’t matterwhether Pogba
has won the World Cup or the Milk Cup.
Jose Mourinho had brought him to make
animpact.The 26-year-old is said tohave
made a negative impact in the dressing-
room. He was a reason why Mourinho’s
third season at Old Trafford fellapart.The
day the Portuguese was sacked as United
manager, Pogba had posted a cryptic,
classless tweet—“Caption this!”—along-
sidea picture of himself adopting a know-
ing look. He raised his game after Ole

Gunnar Solskjeer arrived. The new man-
ager didn’t have Mourinho’s personality
and tried to keep the club’s most expen-
sive buyin good humour. But as Zinedine
Zidane became the Real Madrid manager
and made the Pogba overture, the United
midfielder went back to square one, per-
formance-wise,and started to glorify the
Madrid club and its boss.

“LikeI have always said, Real Madrid is
adream foranyone.It’s one of the biggest
clubsintheworld.There’salso Zidaneasa
coach and it’s a dream for anybody who
likes football,” Pogba had said during the
March international break. It could have
been the end of Pogba at United if Sir Alex
Fergusonwerein charge.But the Red Dev-
ilsarenowfallen giants,with alightweight
manager manning the dug-out.

Recently, Pogba once again hinted a
move away from his present club. “Like
you said, there’s a lot of talking and a lot
of thinking as well. For me I have been for
three years in Manchester and have been
doing great; some good moments and
some bad moments, like everybody. Like
everywhere else. After this season and
everything that happened this season,
with my season being my best season as
well.Ithink forme it could bea good time
to have a new challenge somewhere else.

'-"

REUTERS

g government.

When we vote,we the people vote for
big-G Government. There is a small-g
government over which we the people
have no control atall. We have no sayin
their selection, recruitment, training,
evaluation, posting, appraisal or pro-
motion. We cannot go on in this fash-
ion.We must re-invent small-g govern-
ment. Just as we the people reward or
punish big-G Government and its occu-
pants every five years, we must find a
way to reward or punish small-g gov-
ernment and its occupants every five
years or sooner.

The main challenge that we face
todayis not in making policy.Itisin the
efficient, economical and excellent
implementation of the policy.

©

Website: pchidambaram.in
@Pchidambaram_IN
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Modi’s choices

With the appointment of Om Birla
as Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the top

three postsin the country,
President, Prime Minister and
Speaker,are held by menwho use
Hindi as thelingua franca.They
come from diverse castes, Dalit,
OBC and Bania,and humble
backgrounds.Aswith Ram Nath
Kovind, Modi did not opt fora
conventional choice, surprising
everyone,including the person
selected. Modi does not go by the
traditional logic of job suitability.
More than language skillsand
parliamentary experience, Birla
was rewarded for outstanding
social work and publicservice in

his constituency.Incidentally, Birla

alongwith two other Rajasthan
ministers in Modi’s Cabinet,
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and
Arjun Ram Meghwal, are part of
the anti-Vasundhara Raje camp,
indicating that the former CMis
out of favour.

Odd choice

The selection of Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhuryasleader of the
Congress in the Lok Sabha has

taken many party MPs by surprise.

Chowdhury,a five-time MP from
West Bengal,is a doughty street
fighterwith several criminal cases
against him.He does not have
either the oratory or familiarity of
the parliamentaryrule book
possessed by more obvious
contenders for the post such as
Manish Tewari, Shashi Tharoor or

KSuresh.An added disadvantage is

that floor coordination with the
Trinamool will be awkward.In the
last Parliament session,
Chowdhuryhad infuriated
Mamata Banerjee byalluding to

hername in the Saradha scam.One
surmise for the surprising choice is

that Sonia Gandhi’s advisers who
recommended his name did not

want to prop up anyone whowould

poseathreat to them.Another
speculation is that the Congress
assumes that,asin the last
Parliament session, there will be
little room for meaningful debate
and discussion.The onlyway to
grab attention will be through
disruptive behaviourand
adjournments, something that
Chowdhuryis familiarwith.

Real-life heroine

The Capital’s media has focused on

thevictories of first-time actress
MPs Sumalatha Amarnath from
Karnataka and Mimi Chakraborty
and Nusrat Jehan from West
Bengal.But one spectacularwin
hasbeen largelyignored.
Outspoken Dalit actress Navneet
Kaur,standing asan Independent
from Amravatiin Maharashtra,
defeated five-time Shiv Sena MP

_— ]
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Back in December last year, Mourinho reportedly had branded Paul Pogba ‘a virus' in the dressing-room

I’'m thinking of this; to have a new chal-
lenge somewhere else,” he told reporters
in Tokyo.

United finished sixth in the Premier
League last season and will play Thursday
night football, the Europa League, this
term. Pogba, on the other hand, wants
Champions League football. But unlike
David De Gea,he has preferred not tokeep
his counsel.Thata playeris publicly derid-
ing United shows how far this great club

has fallen off their perch. Ed Woodward,
the club’s executive vice-chairman, is
reportedly willing to pay £500,000-per-
week to keep the misfiring,overrated mid-
fielder at Old Trafford. Woodward, a spe-
cialistin signing upnewnoodles partners,
seldom looks beyond shirt salesand Pogba
remainsalucrative option. Solskjeer does-
n’thave theaura of abigmanager. Maybe,
reluctantly he toes theline.

Backin Decemberlastyear,Mourinho

reportedlyhad branded Pogba“avirus”in
the dressing-room. “You don’t play. You
don’trespect playersand supporters.And
you kill the mentality of the good honest
people around you. You are like a person
with a flu, with a virus in a closed room;
you pass that virus to the others,” Mour-
inho was alleged to have told Pogba. The
then United manager had also benched
the enfant terrible. In 2003, when David
Beckham’s eye was cut bya flying Sir Alex

Anandrao Adsul,despite the Modi
wave in the state. Navneet,a
Punjabi, has starred in Telugu,
Malayalam, Kannada, Punjabi,
Tamil and Hindi films,but neverin
a Marathi movie.

Next stop, Raebareli

Smriti Irani received a huge
applausewhen she took her oath as
MP.The feisty ministeris not
content torest on herlaurels.The
giantkillerwants to ensure that
the BJPwins Raebareliin 2024.She
hopes that her partywill permit
herto offeradvise as howto go
about storming Sonia Gandhi’s
citadel,which neighbours Amethi.
Iraniwas perceived by the voters of
Amethiasahelpful big sister,with
none of the noblesse oblige airs of
the Gandhis. Leaving nothing to
chance,Iranieven sentacrossa
fewTrojan horses tolull the
Congress camp intoafalse sense
of complacency.

Sporting loser

Akhilesh Yadav has taken his
party’s defeat with equanimity,
unlike most defeated partyleaders
who kept away from Parliament’s
Central Hall for the first few days.A
good natured Yadavanswered all
the queries posed to him by
journalists.Asked about his wife
Dimple’s defeat from Kannauj, he
joked that,in away,itwasa
blessing since someone needed to
stay home and take care of his
mischievous son. Besides, Dimple
can nowresumework onadelayed
project — opening her Hibiscus
Hotel in Uttar Pradesh.

Ace up its sleeve

The Gujarat Congress has gone to
court over the Election
Commission’s decision that
elections to the two Rajya Sabha
seats,where vacancies have arisen
dueto the resignations of Amit
Shah and Smriti Irani,should be
held separatelyand notas one
election.In a simultaneous poll for
the two Gujarat vacancies, the
Congress stands towin one RS seat
since the electoral system provides
each MLAwith a single first-
preference vote. However, if
elections are held separately, then
the BJP,which has a majority over
the Congress, can walk awaywith
both seats.The BJPis certain that
pastlegal precedentsin filling such
vacanciesisonits side.Butitis
extra confident sinceithasan
additional ace upits sleeve.The
two vacancies from Gujarat did not
occur on the same day.Shah
resigned his Rajya Sabha seat on
May 23 afterwinning from
Gandhinagar, Irani on May 24
because hervictory from the
Amethiwas confirmed only the
next day.

boot, the former’s time at his boyhood
club was up, notwithstanding his super-
star status. United under their present
dispensation sided with the playerin a
player-manager feud. Pogba’s commer-
cial viability was always greater than
Mourinho,who is 56 years old and past
his prime as a manager. It probably
clinched the deal for the former.

United are progressing ata snail’s pace
towards the proposed squad overhaul.
Solskjeer wanted new players to arrive by
July 1,when the squad will return for pre-
season. So far only Daniel James has
arrived in a £15million move from
Swansea.United, out of the Europe’s elite
competition, will have to make do with
the also-rans. A lot will depend on Sol-
skjeer’s ability toimprove the young play-
ers. It’s going to be a lengthy process.
United can forgetabout winning the Pre-
mier League title in the next four-five
years.At the moment,evena top-four fin-
ish next season looks difficult, although
Chelsea are hit with a transfer ban and
they have lost their most prized posses-
sion; Eden Hazard.

It’s arguable if Solskjeer is the right
man to preside over the United overhaul.
But he certainly needs a dressing-room
free of Pogba,as it will significantlyreduce
the player-power factor and negative
vibes.In 95 appearances over three sea-
sons,Pogba has scored 24 goalsand made
23 assists. He is dispensable and some-
thing between £120million and
£130million should be good business.
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There is a huge gap between
intention and
implementation. Why? We
are hesitant to say it, but it
must be said: within the
Government (with a capital
G) thereis another
government (with a small g).
It is the small-g government
that has failed the
big-G government as well
as the people

oOVERNMENT WITHIN GOVERNMEN'T

EVERY GOVERNMENT is taken by surprise
when a grave crisis explodes in its face.
Someone is at fault, but nobody will take
responsibility. Ultimately, the buck stops
atthe table of the head of the government
— Chief Minister or Prime Minister. A
deeper probe will, however, reveal that
s/he is not the first person who should be
held responsible, but the parliamentary
system of government holds otherwise.

CRUEL DEATHS

The encephalitis epidemic that has
consumed 128 lives so far in Muzaffarpur
district, Bihar, is a case in point. According
to the Union Health Ministry’s Manage-
ment Information System, all of the 103
primary health centres and the only com-
munity health centre in the district were
rated O out of 5 because they did not meet
the mandatory requirements for evalua-
tion (medical officer, nurse/midwife). The
paediatric unit of the Sri Krishna Medical
College and Hospital in Muzaffarpur,
where the affected children were treated,
did not meet the criteria to qualify asa pae-
diatricICU.On these facts, who should take
the blame? No one will, so we will blame
a small, white-coloured (and delicious)
fruit called litchi! Doctors said that eating
lychees affected only children who did not
eatameal at night. And pray, why did they
not eat a meal at night? Because they are
poor and don’t get a meal. Can there be
anything more devastating and painful?

(Between 2008 and 2014, there were
6,000 deaths from encephalitis.)
Afewdaysago, seven sanitation work-
ers died while emptying a septic tankina
hotel near Vadodara, Gujarat. It was not
the first time such a tragedy happened
and, sadly, it will not be the last. Cleaning
a septic tank is not rocket science: there
are machines and an Indian version
(Bandicoot) has been developed by a
start-up in Kerala. When men have to be
unavoidably deployed for cleaning sew-
ers and septic tanks, there are special
clothing, masks and oxygen cylinders.
None of the equipment is scarce or be-
yond the financial capacity of a municipal
corporation like Vadodara, yet seven poor
men were allowed to die. (Between 2011
and 2018, death of 114 sanitation workers
was reported from all states of India.)

SHOCKING NEGLIGENCE

There is another unbelievably shock-
ing statistic: on an average, four persons
are killed in Delhi in road accidents every
day.You can expect that four persons will
be killed tomorrow, four the day after,and
so on, on average four, every day in Delhi
alone. Only a fraction of that number is
killed in air accidents all over the world in
awhole year! Why do we have strict rules
for air travel and lax rules for road travel?
(Between 2011 and 2017, 12,724 persons
were killed in road accidents in Delhi.)

Have you traveled on the Barapulla

flyover in Delhi which s the ‘pride’ of the
PWD of the Delhi government and
which took years to be built? The flyover
isaverage, the design is average, theride
is average, but the quality of the con-
struction is awful. Just look at the para-
pets on either side of the carriage way —
chipped or broken, uneven height, dis-
jointed slabs, terribly plastered and
painted and, on the whole, ugly. Yet, it
passed all quality tests, the contractor
was paid (and presumably feted) and the
flyover inaugurated in 2010. It won'’t be
long before it is closed for repairs.

INTENTION &
IMPLEMENTATION

In none of these cases — and you can
think of others — was there a policy failure.
Any government’s policy is to build, equip
and staff health facilities and hospitals; to
abolish manual scavenging; to enforce
traffic rules and ensure safety; to build
quality infrastructure and beautify cities
and towns; and so on. The Legislature or
the Executive (i.e. the ministers) makes
the policy and, naturally, wants the policy
implemented well. But there is a huge gap
between intention and implementation.
Why? We are hesitant to say it, but it must
be said: within the Government (with a
capital G) there is another government
(with a small g). It is the small-g govern-
ment that has failed the big-G govern-
ment as well as the people, at least as far

asIndiais concerned.

Let me make the point with two con-
trasting examples. Demonetisation was
a policy blunder; the ministers who
dreamed up that policy and constituted
big-G Government must own responsi-
bility. On the other hand, GST was a good
policy. If it has caused as much distress
as demonetisation, the blame must be
taken by small-g government.

Swachh Bharat is good policy, but the
false statistics fed on ODF status of states
and villages is the deceit of small-g gov-
ernment. Ujjwala is good policy, but the
replacement cylinder rate of three per
year is the failure of small-g government.

When we vote, we the people vote for
big-G Government. There is a small-g
government over which we the people
have no control at all. We have no say in
their selection, recruitment, training,
evaluation, posting, appraisal or promo-
tion. We cannot go on in this fashion. We
must re-invent small-g government. Just
as we the people reward or punish big-G
Government and its occupants every five
years, we must find a way to reward or
punish small-g government and its oc-
cupants every five years or sooner.

The main challenge that we face to-
day is not in making policy. It is in the ef-
ficient, economical and excellentimple-
mentation of the policy.

Website: pchidambaram.in
O @Pchidambaram_IN
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COOMI KAPOOR

MODI’'S CHOICES

WITH THE appointment of Om Birla as
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the top three
posts in the country, President, Prime
Minister and Speaker, are held by men
who use Hindi as the lingua franca. They
come from diverse castes, Dalit, OBCand
Bania, and humble backgrounds. As with
Ram Nath Kovind, Modi did not opt for a
conventional choice, surprising everyone,
including the person selected. Modi does
not go by the traditional logic of job suit-
ability. More than language skills and par-
liamentary experience, Birla was re-
warded for outstanding social work and
public service in his constituency.
Incidentally, Birla along with two other
Rajasthan ministers in Modi’s Cabinet,
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and Arjun
Ram Meghwal, are part of the anti-
Vasundhara Raje camp, indicating that
the former CM is out of favour.

ODD CHOICE

The selection of Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
asleader of the Congress in the Lok Sabha
has taken many party MPs by surprise.
Chowdhury, a five-time MP from West
Bengal, is a doughty street fighter with
several criminal cases against him. He
does not have either the oratory or famil-
iarity of the parliamentary rule book pos-
sessed by more obvious contenders for
the post such as Manish Tewari, Shashi
Tharoor or K Suresh. An added disadvan-
tage is that floor coordination with the
Trinamool will be awkward. In the last
Parliament session, Chowdhury had in-
furiated Mamata Banerjee by alluding to
her name in the Saradha scam. One sur-
mise for the surprising choice is that
Sonia Gandhi’s advisers who recom-
mended his name did not want to prop
up anyone who would pose a threat to
them. Another speculation is that the
Congress assumes that, as in the last
Parliament session, there will be little
room for meaningful debate and discus-
sion. The only way to grab attention will
be through disruptive behaviour and ad-
journments, something that Chowdhury
is familiar with.

REAL-LIFE HEROINE

The Capital’s media has focused on the
victories of first-time actress MPs
Sumalatha Amarnath from Karnataka
and Mimi Chakraborty and Nusrat Jehan

OUT OF MY MIND

MEGHNAD DESAI

NARENDRA MODI HAS secured for him-
self five or perhaps even ten years. He may
be the first to equal Nehru’s record by win-
ning three elections in succession. But, he
isamanina hurry. This is why One Nation
One Poll (ONOP) has been taken up at an
early stage in the Modi 2.0 era.

The first constitution of India was the
1935 Government of India Act. It had
strong states and a weak Centre. After the

from West Bengal. But one spectacular
win has been largely ignored.
Outspoken Dalit actress Navneet Kaur,
standing as an Independent from
Amravati in Maharashtra, defeated five-
time Shiv Sena MP Anandrao Adsul, de-
spite the Modi wave in the state.
Navneet, a Punjabi, has starred in Telugu,
Malayalam, Kannada, Punjabi,
Tamil and Hindi films, but never in a
Marathi movie.

NEXT STOP, RAEBARELI

Smriti Irani received a huge applause
when she took her oath as MP. The feisty
minister is not content to rest on her lau-
rels. The giant killer wants to ensure that
the BJP wins Raebareli in 2024. She
hopes that her party will permit her to
offer advise as how to go about storming
Sonia Gandhi’s citadel, which neighbours
Amethi. Irani was perceived by the voters
of Amethi as a helpful big sister, with
none of the noblesse oblige airs of the
Gandhis. Leaving nothing to chance, Irani
even sent across a few Trojan horses to
lull the Congress camp into a false sense
of complacency.

SPORTING LOSER

Akhilesh Yadav has taken his party’s de-
feat with equanimity, unlike most de-
feated party leaders who kept away from
Parliament’s Central Hall for the first few
days. A good natured Yadav answered all
the queries posed to him by journalists.
Asked about his wife Dimple’s defeat from
Kannauj, he joked that, in a way, it was a
blessing since someone needed to stay
home and take care of his mischievous
son. Besides, Dimple can now resume
work on a delayed project - opening her
Hibiscus Hotel in UP.

ACE UP ITS SLEEVE

The Gujarat Congress has gone to court
over the Election Commission’s decision
that elections to the two Rajya Sabha
seats, where vacancies have arisen due
to the resignations of Amit Shah and
Smriti Irani, should be held separately
and not as one election. In a simultane-
ous poll for the two Gujarat vacancies,
the Congress stands to win one RS seat
since the electoral system provides each
MLA with a single first-preference vote.
However, if elections are held separately,
then the BJP, which has a majority over
the Congress, can walk away with both
seats. The BJP is certain that past legal
precedentsin filling such vacanciesison
its side. But it is extra confident since it
has an additional ace up its sleeve. The
two vacancies from Gujarat did not oc-
cur on the same day. Shah resigned his
Rajya Sabha seat on May 23 after win-
ning from Gandhinagar, Irani on May 24
because her victory from the Amethi was
confirmed only the next day.

HISTORY HEADLINE

When the Cup first came home

\
SYED KIRMANI

BEFORE THE 1983 Cricket World Cup,
every member had different hopes and
dreams. I thought, if we just qualified for
the knockouts, that would be a big
achievement. We were in the group of the
reigning world champions, West Indies.
They had won it on the previous two oc-
casions, 1975 and 1979. We had beaten
them in an ODI in Berbice before the World
Cup. [ was the vice-captain on that tour.
Kapil Dev, who was the captain, went to
the dressing-room and stayed there for
some time due to an injury or something
and [ was leading the side. And we won
very comprehensively and then defeated
them for the second time in the first match
of the 1983 World Cup. From thereon, be-
lief came in the dressing room that we
could win the World Cup. We started to
believe in our strengths. It was a big boost.

We were the minnows of the tourna-
ment and some of our opponents were a
little complacent as well. Then came the
very important match against Zimbabwe.
We had beaten them earlier in the firstleg
of the league phase. But we also lost a cou-
ple of group league matches. So the
Zimbabwe game became a must-win af-
fair. The game wasn’t televised. I was very
relaxed. Wicket-keepers were not consid-
ered as all-rounders until M S Dhoni came
and changed the perception.

We batted first and I was getting ready
for a shower followed by breakfast.
Suddenly someone shouted from outside
the dressing-room: ‘Kiri pad up’.Irealised
it was a serious call. I was preparing my-
self for a big shower and a big breakfast. I
went to the dressing-room window and
saw the scoreboard. It was 17 for five. My
towel dropped (tongue-in-cheek); my
mouth agape.ldon’t know how I finished
my shower and breakfast, because very
soon [ found myself walking out to bat. It
was somewhere around 140 for eight, by
the time [ walked in.

[ walked up to Kapil, who was stand-
ing there, his head down. It was a 60-over
game and we still had 35 overs left in our
innings. I told Kapil, “Listen Kaps, we are
ina do-or-die situation. We just cannot sit
and die’. “Maar ke marne ka hai (we will go
down hitting)”, he said. I inspired him say-
ing that “You are the best hitter in the

India defeated the West Indies by 43 runs to lift the 1983 World Cup

Indian team. I will take singles and will give
you strike. You will try to hit every deliv-
ery.” He said, “Kiri bhai humko aur 35 overs
khelna hai (we still have to play 35 overs).
[will try my best.” He went on to score 175,
which till this day remains the best ODI in-
nings ever played. I have never seen any
other batsman play like that in such a sit-
uation. Certainly, that was the greatest in-
nings played in the history of the World
Cup.1did my bit, gave him support. It was
excellent partnership batting in fact.
When our partnership was flourishing,
everybody sat tight outside the dressing-
room. We played full 60 overs. We had an
unbroken 126-run partnership. He was 175
not out and I was 24 not out. We reached
the semifinal and it was history after that.
[took a brilliant catch to dismiss David
Gower, who was England’s X-factor. We
won the match comprehensively.
Throughout the tournament, till we
reached the final, we were overlooked by
the fans. We were the minnows. Reality
dawned on the local fans and media after
we reached the final. They started to belt
out, “the weakest team in the competition
is looking to surprise the whole world.”
On the eve of our very first match we
had a team meeting, where Kapil said,
“Listen gentlemen, you are all seven seniors,
you don’'t need my guidance. You will have
to guide me.” It was a big statement which
gelled the team. We improved as ateamas
the tournament progressed, although we
didn’t have any support staff. Of course, we
had a bit of luck. But luck only helps you
when you do your job with sincerity.
Even after we were all out for 183 in the

One Nation, One Poll

Partition, the Constituent Assembly
changed the scheme from a Confederation
to a Union. The Centre was all powerful
and states were to be its creatures.

The assumption then was that the
Congress would be in power at the Centre
and in all states. Each unit in the Union
would follow the Westminster system
and a majority in the popularly elected
Chamber was required to form a govern-
ment. Governments could be dismissed
by ano confidence vote at the Centre and
in the states. The implicit tension in a
Union of many states and a Westminster
test of legitimacy was not tested for the
first four elections. Congress ruled every-
where (except Kerala in 1957).

From 1967 onwards, it has not been

possible to hold all elections simultane-
ously. The five year cycle of government
at the Centre was interrupted and two
consecutive elections five years apart for
Centre did not recur till 1999. At the state
level, the pattern is bewildering with
short lived governments, defections,
President’s Rule etc.

Over time, states have increased their
power vis-a-vis the Centre except in finan-
cial matters. Regional parties are power-
ful at home but may be weak at the
Centre. What keeps the Union together is
the electoral freedom for states to go at
their own pace.

Unless the BJP/NDA repeats the old
Congress hegemony for a very long pe-
riod, restoring simultaneous elections

across the Centre and states would re-
quire restrictions on the power of the
Opposition to defeat a government in a
confidence vote. This could be done only
by ruling out no confidence motions
completely at the state and the central
level. For example, it could be legislated
that if a government fell in midterm, it
would not be replaced by another party;,
but by President’s Rule till the date of
the next ONOP.

Even if this was possible, the problem
of the government at the Centre is insu-
perable. You can impose President’s Rule
ata state level, but who canimpose Article
356 at the Centre? The President acts on
the advice of the Council of Ministers. The
Council is not likely to urge him to sign

final, we weren’t looking back. We had
nothing tolose. Kapil said, “Let’s go and give
our best.” We had already overachieved.
We decided to put our best foot forward.

Gordon Greenidge departed early.
Vivian Richards came at No 3 and the way
he started, it felt like the match was going
to end inside 20 overs. Then Madan Lal
asked for an extra over from Kapil. He was
punished by Richards in his previous
overs. It proved to be a masterstroke.
Richards mistimed a pull and Kapil ran
from wide mid-on to deep mid-wicket
and took a stunner. Once Richards left,
West Indies started to panic. In fact, some-
times they panicked when their top-or-
der failed - Gordon Greenidge, Desmond
Haynes, Richards and Clive Lloyd. We
sensed an opening. But I told my team
mates not to relax. It wasn’t over until
Michael Holding was out.

We didn’t know how to celebrate also.
Our triumph was that unexpected. A cash-
strapped cricket board didn’t have enough
money to give us proper cash rewards.
Lata Mangeshkar did a concert to raise the
fund. The BCCI collected in lakhs from
the concert. We, the players, were given
Rs 1 lakh each.

For me, there was a personal achieve-
ment as well. I was adjudged the best
wicket-keeper of the tournament. The
great Godfrey Evans came with then ICC
president and handed me over the silver
gloves and the silver ball, written below,
“World’s best wicket-keeper”.

The writer, a former Test player, was part
of the 1983 World Cup winning team

their death warrant.

A provision would have to be added
thatin case of losing a confidence motion,
the incumbent government at the Centre
must request the President to take over
the reins of power till the due date of the
next ONOP.

But while ONOP is doable with diffi-
culty, isit worth it?

The advantage of ONOP is economy of
effort, reduction in disruption of normal
business, and uniformity. The risk is that
truncating the democratic powers of leg-
islature for the sake of marching in step
may disturb the spontaneous unity which
has sustained the Union, especially if the
party in power at the Centre is not in
power at the state level.

FIFTH COLUMN

TAVLEEN SINGH

"Terminal
healthcare

HOW MANY more children must die be-
fore we notice that our public health serv-
ices are not just broken, they simply do
not exist in whole swathes of India? I
speak of the hospital of horrors in
Muzaffarpur. I am haunted by the glazed
eyes of children lying three and four to a
bed with needles stuckin their tiny arms.
So, although, many things happened last
week that are more appropriate for a po-
litical column, I feel compelled to dedicate
this column to Bihar’s dead children.

The lives of Indian children are
cheap. Experts estimate that 21 children
die of preventable diseases every minute.
They estimate that 61 of a thousand chil-
dren born every year do not make it to
their fifth birthday. So what was it about
the deaths of more than 100 children this
time that was somehow so much more
horrible than usual? What was it that
made it somehow worse than the
Gorakhpur horror two summers ago that
caused 63 children to die of this same
Acute Encephalitis Syndrome because the
hospital ran out of oxygen? I believe it is
because India has changed. Things that
were tolerated just three years ago no
longer are. One of the things that is now
completely intolerable is that India should
have some of the best private hospitals in
the world and, at the same time, some of
the worst public hospitals.

What is no longer acceptable is that
our politicians and high officials should
be permitted criminal neglect of govern-
ment health services, simply because they
never have to use them. So the first reform
that the Prime Minister should order is to
make it compulsory for all officials,
elected and unelected, to use only govern-
ment hospitals. When they see their own
sick children lying crammed four toabed
on grimy sheets in filthy, crowded hospi-
tals, conditions willimmediately improve.
When their wives and daughters are
forced to sit on the unwashed floors of
government hospitals, hoping and pray-
ing that their children somehow manage
to survive, conditions will immediately
improve.

They will probably improve last in
Bihar because it has traditionally been
governed by political leaders who lack ba-
sic humanity. And, because the vast ma-
jority of the people of Bihar are so mired
inextreme poverty that they are forced to
forget horrific tragedies like the one six
years ago in the village of Dharmashati
Gandaman when 23 healthy children died
because of a poisonous midday meal. That
horror also happened on the watch of the
man they call ‘Sushasan Babu’ (Mr.
Governance) and the people forgave him
so quickly that he became chief minister
againin 2015.

This time let’s hope that even if Nitish
Kumar quickly forgets the criminal negli-
gence of his government, the Prime
Minister does not. If Narendra Modi in his
second term gives healthcare the kind of
intense concentration he gave the Swachh
Bharat campaign in his first term it is pos-
sible that Indian children will finally stop
dying of preventable diseases. The excuse
that healthcareis a state subject no longer
works. Modi has chief ministers today
governing almost every major Indian
state, so, if he orders them to make the
radical changes that are needed in pri-
mary healthcare, they will be forced to
make them.

They canalso be ordered to widen the
meaning of Swachh Bharat by taking it be-
yond sanitation. The disease that killed
the childrenin Bihar is caused by mosqui-
toes who breed, as everyone knows, in
stagnant water. If Swachh Bharat volun-
teers can extend their activities to teach-
ing people about the dangers of dirty wa-
ter, as they have done with poor
sanitation, more and more rural Indian
children could soon start living beyond
their fifth birthday.

There are other reforms that are ur-
gently needed. For a start something
needs to be done to end the license raj in
medical education that prevents desper-
ately needed new medical colleges from
being built. If governments cannot find
the money to build them, then they must
allow private investment. Why should
there be such a desperate shortage of
medical colleges that young Indians want-
ing to enter the medical profession are
forced to go to other countries to study
medicine?

In my personal opinion, though, the
step that can bring about the most change
is to make it compulsory for political lead-
ers and high officials to use only govern-
ment hospitals, clinics and primary
health centres. Why should they be al-
lowed excellent private health services
when it is they who are directly respon-
sible for creating the abysmal facilities
that India’s poorest, most vulnerable cit-
izens are forced torely upon? Itis time as
well to totally ban Indian officials from
flying off to Europe and the United States
for medical procedures that are now
available in India. If these bad old habits
continue in the ‘new India’, there will be
no new India.

Follow Tavleen Singh on Twitter
) @tavieen_singh



Two sides: "Libra may have a few things working in its

favour. But going by the opposition to the idea, it is not
going to be smooth sailing." Representations of virtual
currency in front of the Libra logo s reuters/papo rUVIC/

ILLUSTRATION

Libra unveiled

What is Facebook’s plan to empower
billions? What is Libra’s technology?
Is this cause for worry?

SRIRAM SRINIVASAN

The story so far: On June 18, Facebook announced that
it is going to launch a global digital currency by the first
half of 2020. The currency has been named Libra. It will
be run by the Libra Association, a Geneva-based entity
that has over two dozen founding partners, including
Facebook, Mastercard, Visa, Uber and the Vodafone
group. Almost immediately, concerns were raised by
some lawmakers, commentators and even the co-
founder of Facebook, Chris Hughes, who is now one of
the foremost critics of the social media network he
helped create.

Why does the world need Libra?

A white paper released by the Libra Association says its
mission “is to enable a simple global currency and
financial infrastructure that empowers billions of
people”. The point it makes is this: in a world with cheap
data and smartphones, about 1.7 billion adults are still
outside the organised financial system in the world. This,
despite a billion of them having mobile phones and
nearly half a billion having Internet access.

The reasons for this are high fees, lack of access, and
absence of documentation. Libra is being pitched as a
solution to this. The promise is of financial inclusion on a
global scale.

The white paper says: “Moving money around globally
should be as easy and cost-effective as — and even more
safe and secure than — sending a text message or sharing
a photo, no matter where you live, what you do, or how
much you earn.”

It is apparently being built on the block chain
technology. How similar is it to Bitcoin?

It is true that Bitcoin and Libra are both based on block
chain technology, which refers to a form of distributed
ledger — not centralised — of transactions. These are
created by complicated math functions that make them
almost incorruptible. But beyond this, there is very little
in common between Bitcoin and Libra.

Libra is an initiative of 28 influential corporate
entities. Bitcoin, which the world first came to know of in
2008, is seen as a product of libertarian values. Its
founder, whose identity
remains a mystery to this
day, is referred to as
Satoshi Nakamoto.

In Bitcoin: The Future of
Money?, Dominic Frisby
imagines what would
happen if Bitcoin becomes
somehow globally
preferred: “In a flash, the
ability for a government to
fund itself through the
manipulation of money
disappears. You can’t
obfuscate bitcoin supply —
inflation is transparent.
You can’t ‘quantitatively
ease’ bitcoins... Central banks and private banks can’t
create bitcoins when it suits them, and government can’t
print bitcoins. It all means you don’t have to pay the
price for the mistakes of governments and banks.”

Libra is going to be nothing like Bitcoin. The
association white paper says, “We believe that
collaborating and innovating with the financial sector,
including regulators and experts across a variety of
industries, is the only way to ensure that a sustainable,
secure and trusted framework underpins this new
system.”

Those are just some of the differences.

Facebook, with its
over 2 billion users,
and its partners has
acceptability.

Also, unlike Bitcoin,
the Libra Association
is promising to play
by the regulatory
rule book

[ ]

Though Bitcoin has come a long way, it has
remained a niche currency. Why should Libra’s
fate be any different?

Bitcoin, though built on a sound technological base, has
had to encounter challenges relating to regulation across
the world. Governments of the world, including India,
have been wary of it functioning outside the ambit of
organised finance. With huge swings in value, it remains
one of the most volatile currencies.

Libra immediately has a few things working in its
favour. A currency, to be a success, needs to have
acceptability amongst many people. Facebook, with its
over 2 billion users, and its partners could tick this box.
Also, the Libra Association is promising to play by the
regulatory rule book.

Plus, to make it a relative stable currency, not prone to
wild fluctuations, the creators of Libra are backing this
up with a reserve of real assets. Still, going by the
opposition to the idea, it isn’t going to be a smooth sail
for Libra.

Why is Libra being opposed?

Bloomberg has reported that the French Finance
Minister, Bruno Le Maire, has called on the Group of
Seven central bank governors to “prepare a report on
Facebook’s project for their July meeting. His concerns
include privacy, money laundering and terrorism
finance”.

Markus Ferber, a German member of the European
Parliament, has also been reported as saying that
Facebook could become a “shadow bank” and that
regulators should be on high alert.

Facebook’s co-founder Hughes, terming the digital
currency “frightening”, has said it is a shift of power
from central banks towards multinational corporations.
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Why is the litchi toxin causing deaths?

Why is Methylene Cyclopropyl
Glycine lethal for malnourished
children? What can be done?

R. PRASAD

The story so far: Acute encephalitis syndrome (AES) in
Bihar’s Muzaffarpur, Vaishali, Sheohar and East
Champaran districts has so far claimed the lives of over
100 children. More than 400 children with AES have
been admitted to various hospitals. Most of the deaths
have been attributed to low blood sugar level
(hypoglycaemia).

What is acute encephalitis syndrome?

AES in short, it is a basket term used for referring to
hospital, children with clinical neurological
manifestations which include mental confusion,
disorientation, convulsion, delirium or coma.

Meningitis caused by virus or bacteria, encephalitis
(mostly Japanese encephalitis) caused by virus,
encephalopathy, cerebral malaria, and scrub typhus
caused by bacteria are collectively called acute
encephalitis syndrome.

While microbes cause all the other conditions,
encephalopathy is biochemical in origin, and hence very
different from the rest. There are different types of
encephalopathy. In the present case, the encephalopathy
is associated with hypoglycaemia and hence called
hypoglycaemic encephalopathy.

Is encephalitis different from hypoglycaemic
encephalopathy?

Yes. The two conditions show very different symptoms
and clinical manifestations.

Fever on the first day is one of the symptoms of
encephalitis before the brain dysfunction begins. While
fever is seen in children in the case of hypoglycaemic
encephalopathy, fever is always after the onset of brain
dysfunction (actually due to the brain dysfunction). And
not all children exhibit fever. Some children have no
fever, while others may have mild or very high fever.

The blood sugar level is usually normal in children
with encephalitis but is low in children with
hypoglycaemic encephalopathy.

In the case of encephalitis, fever (due to virus
infection) for a day or two is followed by the onset of
symptoms caused by the brain getting affected. However,
in hypoglycaemic encephalopathy, children go to bed
without any illness but manifest symptoms such as
vomiting, convulsion and semi-consciousness early next
morning (between 4 a.m. to 7 a.m.). At that time, the
blood sugar level is low, hence the name hypoglycaemic
encephalopathy. The most important difference between
the two is the presence of white blood cells in the
cerebrospinal fluid. In encephalitis, there are more white
blood cells per unit volume of cerebrospinal fluid, which
is a reflection of inflammation in the brain. In contrast,
no increase in white blood cells is seen in hypoglycaemic
encephalopathy as there is no inflammation in the brain.

What killed so many children in Bihar?

In a majority of cases, children died due to
hypoglycaemic encephalopathy. According to a Press
Information Bureau (PIB) release (June 18) ,
hypoglycaemia (low blood sugar level) was reported in a
“high percentage” of children who died in Muzaffarpur.
Unlike hypoglycaemic encephalopathy, encephalitis does
not cause low blood sugar level so death in a high
percentage of children couldn’t have been due to
encephalitis.

Why has it affected only young children?
It is an observed fact that malnourished children
between two to 10 years fall ill and die due to
hypoglycaemic encephalopathy. It is not known why
older children or adults do not suffer the same way. This
clear discrimination by age is also a reason why the
underlying cause of the illness cannot be a virus. A virus
does not discriminate by age, and children younger than
two years too are affected by Japanese encephalitis.

It has also been documented that most of the children

Fatal roadblock

Why is the litchi toxin
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Is litchi fruit

responsible for causing
hypoglycaemic encephalopathy?
In 2012-2013, a two-member team headed by virologist
Dr. T. Jacob John suspected, and confirmed the next year,
a toxin found in litchi fruit that was responsible for
causing hypoglycaemic encephalopathy. In 2017, an
India-U.S. team confirmed the role of the toxin called
methylene cyclopropyl glycine (MCPG).

Early morning, it is normal for blood sugar to dip after
several hours of no food intake. Undernourished children
who had gone to sleep without a meal at night develop
hypoglycaemia. The brain needs normal levels of glucose
in the blood. The liver is unable to supply the need. So
the alternate pathway of glucose synthesis, called fatty
acid oxidation, is turned on. That pathway is blocked by
MCPG.

Litchi does not cause any harm in well-nourished
children, but only in undernourished children who had
eaten litchi fruit the previous day and gone to bed on an
empty stomach.

Why is the toxin more dangerous for
undernourished children?

In well-nourished children, reserve glucose is stored as
glycogen (glucose polysaccharide) in the liver. Whenever
the glucose level goes down, glycogen is broken down
into glucose and circulated in the blood for use. But
undernourished children lack sufficient glycogen reserve
that can be converted into glucose. Therefore, the natural
mechanism in undernourished children is unable to
correct the glucose level in blood, leading to
hypoglycaemia.

Normally, when glycogen reserve in the liver is
exhausted or is not sufficient, the body converts the fatty
acid (non-carbohydrate energy source) into glucose. But
in the presence of the litchi toxin, the conversion of fatty
acid into glucose is stopped midway. As a result, no
glucose is generated and the low blood glucose level is
not corrected by the body.

How does the toxin cause coma and even death in
children?

The toxin acts in two ways to harm the brain and even
cause death. Because of the toxin, the body’s natural
mechanism to correct low blood glucose level is
prevented thus leading to a drop in fuel supply to the
brain. This leads to drowsiness, disorientation and even
unconsciousness. When the toxin stops the fatty acid
conversion into glucose midway, amino acids are
released which are toxic to brain cells. The amino acids
cause brain cells to swell resulting in brain oedema. As a
result, children may suffer from convulsions, deepening
coma and even death.

Can hypoglycaemic encephalopathy be prevented
in undernourished children?

Yes, by making sure that undernourished children do not
eat plenty of litchi fruit, ensuring that they eat some food
and not go to bed on an empty stomach. Since 2015, the
prevention strategy as recommended by Dr. Jacob John’s
team has helped in sharply reducing the number of
deaths from hypoglycaemic encephalopathy in
Muzaffarpur. In 2017, the India-U.S. team published a
paper corroborating these findings and
recommendations.

Can hypoglycaemic encephalopathy be treated?
Yes, hypoglycaemic encephalopathy can be easily
treated. A full and complete recovery can be achieved if
children with hypoglycaemic encephalopathy are infused
with 10% dextrose within four hours after the onset of
symptoms.

Infusing 10% dextrose not only restores blood sugar to
a safe level but also stops the production of amino acid
that is toxic to brain cells by shutting down the body’s
attempt to convert fatty acid into glucose.

Together with dextrose infusion, infusing 3% saline
solution helps in reducing oedema of the brain cells. The
concentration of ions in the fluid outside the brain cells
becomes more than what is inside the cell; this causes the
fluid from the cells to come out thus reducing oedema
and damage to brain cells.

Using 5% dextrose, as is the norm in cases of general
low blood sugar level, may help children with
hypoglycaemic encephalopathy recover from
hypoglycaemia, but the accumulation of amino acid is
not turned off. And so, even if children survive, they will
have brain damage.

If dextrose infusion is not started within four hours
after the onset of symptoms, the brain cells may not
recover but will die. As a result, even if they survive,
children suffer from various aspects of brain damage —
speech getting affected, mental retardation, muscle
stiffness/weakness and so forth.

How will Jet’s insolvency process play out?

Will potential buyers be interested in capitalising on the airline’s brand value and try to relaunch the carrier?

PRASHANTH PERUMAL J.

The story so far: Jet Airways, the troubled private
airline that has failed to meet its huge debt obligations,
was admitted to the National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) on Thursday. This happened after a consortium of
lenders led by State Bank of India (SBI) that had lent
money to the airline over the years approached the NCLT
to begin insolvency proceedings. Shares of the airline
soared more than 120% on Thursday after news broke
that the airline has been admitted by the NCLT for
bankruptcy proceedings.

In accordance with the procedures laid out under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, the court ordered
an interim resolution professional to take control of Jet
Airways. The professional appointed by the court will
now look at ways to salvage the most value out of the
airline so that the money can be used to pay back lenders.

Why did Jet Airways fail?

It was founded by Naresh Goyal in 1992, and began flying
a year later. It was one of the earliest private entrants into
India’s airline industry after the government slowly began
to liberalise the economy. The opening up of the airline
industry to more private companies in the ensuing years
caused a boom in air travel in the country. At the same
time, greater competition put increasing pressure on
airlines to either deliver better services to justify their
high prices, or cut costs to operate more efficiently as
budget airlines. Jet, which was unable to adapt to
changing market conditions, suffered losses for many
consecutive years. The unpredictability of the price of oil
in the global market also played a role in messing up its
cost calculations. In the first quarter of financial year
2018, Jet posted a loss of 1,323 crore.

Since that huge loss, its management has tried to pump
additional money into the airline to meet its operating
costs and has also announced various aggressive
measures to cut down costs. But all this may have come a
little too late. Lenders, seeing the writing on the wall,
have refused to keep throwing good money after bad just
to keep the airline afloat. Kingfisher and Sahara are two
other private airlines which failed under the pressures of
competition. Air India, which is again burdened by a huge
amount of debt like Jet, was another prominent loser in

PTI

the battle for market share. But unlike Air India, Jet does
not have the government to bail it out of its financial
trouble.

What made lenders approach the bankruptcy
court?

It is estimated that Jet may owe about 320,000 crore in
the form of short- and long-term debt obligations to an
array of lenders. A consortium of lenders that loaned
money to Jet has already been in talks with some
potential buyers such as Etihad (UAE) and Tata Sons who
could invest capital in Jet in order to make the airline fully
operational once again. However, these talks have failed
to materialise into an actual deal given the high level of
debt on Jet’s balance sheet. It is worth noting that buyers
of troubled companies are generally reluctant to take
responsibility for the debt of the troubled entity as it will
affect their own return from the investment. The lender
consortium led by the SBI, on the other hand, may
believe that it can salvage more value from the failed
airline through the insolvency proceedings carried out
under the purview of the court.

Further, the lenders may also be able to gain greater
control over Jet’s management by approaching court. Mr.
Goyal’s resignation from the airline’s board in March may
have been in expectation of unilateral action by the
lender consortium to take it to the doorstep of the
bankruptcy court. Mr. Goyal’s exit may give Jet’s lenders

the confidence to infuse more money in case they decide
to make the airline fully operational. The removal of the
old management may also make Jet more endearing to
buyers who prefer to wrest full control over it. It is worth
noting that Jet shares soared on Thursday after the
company was admitted to the NCLT. This suggests that
investors expect value to be extracted out of Jet through
the bankruptcy proceedings.

What lies ahead for the airline and its lenders?

Jet Airways is the first airline company in India to be
admitted to undergo bankruptcy proceedings under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016. In contrast to
other companies that have previously undergone
bankruptcy proceedings under the bankruptcy code, Jet
has very few assets, especially when compared to the size
of its debt obligations. Many of the airline’s aircraft have
already been seized by lenders after Jet stopped making
payments. This leaves banks such as the SBI with very
little to salvage from the
airline, so it is very
doubtful whether Jet’s
lenders will be able to make
any significant recovery of
their debts just by selling
off its assets.

The resolution
professional in charge of Jet
may thus want to keep the
airline running as a going
concern so that it might
fetch the best value for
lenders in the long run.
Potential buyers may be
interested in capitalising on
the airline’s brand value and trying to re-launch the
carrier by infusing fresh capital. Buyer interest, however,
will depend largely on the amount of debt that lenders
are willing to write off. The sale of Air India earlier this
year failed to attract any bids due to the airline’s heavy
debt burden that the lenders were unwilling to write off
before the sale. If no buyer shows interest in purchasing
Jet as a going concern, the only option left may be to sell
each of Jet’s assets individually. Jet will then cease to exist
as a company.

The airline has very
few assets compared
toits debt
obligations. Many of
its aircraft have
already been seized
after it stopped
making payments.
This leaves banks with
little to salvage
I
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Dialogues in the brain
Imagining a scene requires a
dialogue between different
regions of the brain, a new
study finds. While the region
called ventromedial prefrontal
cortex selects the elements
for a scene, the hippocampus
constructs the scene imagery.
The researchers imaged the
brains of participants who
were asked to imagine novel
scenes or single objects.

Small world of fish
New research finds that global
fish populations behave like a
small world network, with
currents carrying populations
far and wide. The researchers
modelled how currents
distribute the larvae of about
700 species of fish. Using
network analysis, they
assessed the distribution. This
has implications for global
conservation and management
of fish and food supplies.

Medicine munchers
Researchers have shown how a
person's gut microbiome can
interact with the medication
taken. They used levodopa,
the Parkinson's disease drug
and pointed out that
Enterococcus faecalis in the
gut was able to degrade the
drug. This reduced the amount
of drug reaching the brain,
making patients take a higher
dose leading to side-effects.

Controversial telescope to be
built on sacred Hawaiian peak

[IT Guwahati uses water-repelling -
cotton for sustained drug release

Duration of drug release can be tuned by varying the water-repelling property of cotton

R. PRASAD
Sustained release of
drugs for as long as 110
days has now been

achieved by researchers
at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Guwaha-
ti by immobilising the
drugs on cotton that is ex-
tremely water repelling
(superhydrophobic). A
team led by Uttam Manna
from the Department of
Chemistry found that
30% of the drug was re-
leased within 48 hours
and the remaining drug
over a period of 110 days.
Two drugs — aspirin and
tetracycline — were tested
for  sustained drug
release.

Collaboration

“We have extended this
approach [use of super-
hydrophobic cotton coat-
ed with the drug for sus-
tained release] to make
bandages for wound heal-
ing,” says Dr. Manna.
“Animal studies will be
undertaken soon. The
collaborative work with
the Delhi-based Interna-
tional Centre for Genetic
Engineering and Biotech-
nology (ICGEB) has alrea-
dy begun.”

The researchers found
that the duration of drug
release can be tuned by
varying the degree of wa-
ter repelling property of
cotton. For instance,
when water repellence
was reduced from 155 de-
gree to 125 degrees, the
duration of drug release
reduced sharply from 110
days to over 50 days.
“When the cotton was

Tuning in: We can tailor water repellency from 125 to 150 degrees so that the drug is
released in a sustianed manner over several days, say (from right) Uttam Manna,
Arpita Shome and Adil Rather.

moderately water-repell-
ing (125 degrees), 64% of
the drug was released ov-
er 48 hours and the re-
maining drug was re-
leased over 50 days in the
case of both the drugs
tested,” Arpita Shome
from IIT Guwahati and
first author of a paper pu-
blished in the journal ACS
Sustainable Chemistry &
Engineering.

Altering properties

To make the supremely
water-absorbing cotton to
repel water the research-
ers coated the cotton with
a naturally occurring pro-
tein — bovine serum albu-
min (BSA). The BSA pro-
tein is dissolved in water

and when ethanol is ad-
ded it forms nanoparti-
cles, which get embedded
on the cotton. The BSA
nanoparticles are made
to bind to each other to
form a 3D coating on the
cotton with the addition
of a cross-linker (5ACI).
“The residual acrylates of
5ACl are further exploited
to react with amine-con-
taining long-chain hydro-
carbons. The long hydro-
carbon chain of the alkyl
amine renders hydro-
phobicity to cotton,” says
Shome.

“Two essential criteria
are needed for achieving
extreme water repellence
— topography which can
trap a layer of air and low

surface energy coating
that makes the cotton in-
ert so it does not react
with water,” says Dr. Man-
na. In this case, the BSA
nanoparticles provide the
required topography and
the long hydrocarbon
chain of the alkyl amine
makes the cotton inert.
“We can tailor water
repellency to varying de-
grees — 125-150 degrees —
by selecting an appro-
priate alkyl amine to react
with the residual acry-
lates on the BSA nanopar-
ticles,” Dr. Manna says.
The drug to be loaded
onto the extremely water-
repelling cotton is dis-
solved in ethanol and the
cotton is soaked in the

drug-containing ethanol.
When the cotton is re-
moved, the ethanol evap-
orates leaving behind the
drug molecule on the cot-
ton. Superhydrophobici-
ty returns once ethanol
evaporates.

How it works

When the cotton contain-
ing the drug comes in
contact with water, the
air that is trapped gets
displaced. Water slowly
starts penetrating the cot-
ton and comes in contact
with the drug molecule
and dissolves it. The dis-
solved drug diffuses out
of the cotton and thus the
slow release of drug over
a period of over three
months is achieved.

When cotton is su-
premely water repelling,
there is sustained release
for about 110 days after
the burst-release in the
first 48 hours. When the
cotton is moderately wa-
ter-repelling, 64% of drug
is released in 48 hours
and the remaining over
the next 50 days.

Both the drugs were re-
leased in a similar fashion
and the bioactivity of the
tetracycline released at
one, three and seven days
was examined. “The
bioactivity was similar to
the native drug at all three
time periods. Tetracy-
cline was able to prevent
the proliferation of both
E. coli and Streptococcus
aureus,” says Dr. Manna.

The antibacterial study
was done in collaboration
with Prof. Biman Man-
dal’s group at IIT Guwa-
hati.

Why did woolly rhino,
mammoth go extinct?

Yak dung analysis helped to map out the
different plants and trees in the area

ASWATHI PACHA

A pile of dung may irk many, but
not these researchers who spend
days analysing yak dung to un-
derstand the vegetation and cli-
mate of the past and the connec-
tions they have to extinct mega
herbivores such as the woolly
rhino and mammoth.

The wild yak is an endangered
species restricted to the higher
Himalayas of Asia, the Tibetan
plateau and parts of North Rus-
sia. It can tolerate temperatures
as low as -40 degrees Celsius and
is associated with the Himalayan
tahr and White-bellied musk
deer. The most non-invasive way
to study its diet and the local ve-
getation is by examining its
dung.

During the summer of 2017,
researchers from Birbal Sahni in-
stitute of Palaeosciences, Luck-
now set out to the hilly terrain
which is about 25 km from the
Dronagiri village in Chamoli dis-
trict of Uttarakhand and collect-
ed the dung samples. This exer-
cise was repeated in the winter
season too.

Diverse diet

Once back in the laboratory, they
carried out the macro- and mi-
cro-botanical analyses to decode
its diet. A good diversity of pol-
len, spores and phytoliths (silica
bodies found in plants) were
seen. This meant that the yak
preferred a variety of food — sim-
ple grass to leaves and fruits of
woody trees. This diversity was
high during summer and the yak
could walk up to 50 km in search
of food.

This also indicated that the
yak was able to modify its diet ac-
cording to the climatic change of
the past. “The end of the Pleisto-
cene epoch (11,700 years ago)
and the start of Holocene
brought about a change in vege-
tation and also introduced hu-

Endangered : The wild yak is
restricted to higher Himalayas of
Asia, the Tibetan plateau and
parts of North Russia..

mans,” explains Swati Tripathi,
one of the authors of the paper
published in PLOS ONE. “Giant
mammoth and woolly rhino
which used to live with the yak
about 18,000-20,000 years ago
were not able to adapt to these
changes and thus went extinct.
This is a classic example of ‘sur-
vival of the fittest’. Our humble
yak proved to be the fittest one.”

The yak dung analysis also
helped to map out the different
plants and trees in that area,
thus, generating modern botani-
cal analogue for palaeo environ-
mental studies in higher Hima-
layas.

Mega herbivores

“Across the globe, many re-
searchers are working on copro-
lite or fossilized dung of extinct
animals. A comparison of the
present results with the extinct
ones can help understand more
about ancestor climatic factors
and other adaptation strategies
of mega herbivores.

“These animals mostly de-
pend on the regional flora and
studies can throw light on the
past vegetation of an area,” adds
Dr. Sadhan Kumar Basumatary,
corresponding author of the

paper.

Bhubaneswar becomes 0.5 degree C hotter due to urbanisation

Cuttack and Bhubaneswar have seen the most incresase in local temperature while warming in rural areas is less

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

After years of protests
and legal battles, officials
have announced that a
massive telescope which
will allow scientists to
peer into the most distant
reaches of our early un-
iverse will be built on a
Hawaiian volcano that
some consider sacred.

Hawaii Governor David
Ige said it was the final le-
gal step in a long, often
contentious, process, and
that construction is ex-
pected to begin sometime
this summer.

Scientists say the sum-
mit is one of the best plac-
es on Earth for astrono-
my. The telescope would
be three times as wide as
the largest existing visi-
ble-light telescope in the
world, with nine times
more area. Several tele-
scopes and observatories
are already on the

summit.

But opponents say the
telescope will desecrate
sacred land atop Mauna
Kea, a place of religious
importance to Native
Hawaiians.

State officials arrived at
the summit to remove Na-
tive Hawaiian structures
that had been built on
land where the telescope
will be constructed.

Native Hawaiians have
used the structures for
years, said Kealoha Pis-
ciottaa a Native Hawaiian
activist whoconsiders the
removal of the structures
to be desecration and
discriminatory.

The new telescope will
allow astronomers to
reach back 13 billion
years, to the time just af-
ter the big bang, and
scientists say it will help
answer fundamental
questions about the ad-
vent of the universe.

R. PRASAD

How urbanisation of cities in
the last decade can sharply in-
crease the local temperature
has been well documented by
a recent study undertaken by
researchers at the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology (IIT) Bhu-
baneswar.

Blame it on increased ur-
banisation, the local surface
temperature in large cities in
Odisha — Cuttack and Bhuba-
neswar — has increased by as
much as 40-50% during the
period 2001-2010. While tem-
perature has increased by
about 0.9 degree C due to re-
gional warming, which is a glo-
bal phenomenon, urbanisa-
tion or changes in land use
and land cover alone has con-
tributed 40-50% of that in-
crease in these cities. In other
words, there has been a 0.5
degree C increase in absolute
local temperature in large ci-

ties in the State during the pe-
riod 2001 to 2010 solely due to
urbanisation.

In the case of smaller cities
and town in the State of Od-
isha, the change in local
warming caused by urbanisa-
tion or changes in land use
and land cover has been about
25%.

Thirty-year data
The team used 30 years of sur-
face temperature measure-
ments taken from over 22 sites
over the state of Odisha cou-
pled with Earth Observation
data and model output to ex-
plore the effect of land use
land cover and its changes.
“When compared with ru-
ral areas, the local warming in
cities in Odisha is double due
to urbanisation,” says Dr. V. Vi-
noj from the Institute’s School
of Earth, Ocean and Climate
Sciences and corresponding
author of a paper published in

-ty

Hot days: The local surface temperature in large cities in Odisha,

i

such as Cuttack and Bhubaneswar, has increased by 40-50%
during the period 2001-2010. = ASHOKE CHAKRABARTY

the journal Scientific Reports.
“The local warming due to ur-
banisation in Odisha in 2001-
2010 is comparable to any oth-
er developed region of the
world.”

The 0.5 degree C increase in

local temperature in Bhuba-
neswar can be traced back to
rapid urbanisation of the city
in about 15 years. An earlier
study by the team led by Dr. D.
Swain from IIT Bhubaneswar
and a co-author of the latest

paper had found 83% increase
in urbanisation of Bhubanes-
war between 2000 and 2014.
The rapid increase in urbani-
sation was at the cost of dense
vegetation and crop fields.
While dense vegetation re-
duced by 89%, crop fields
shrunk by 83%.

Cropping patterns

The study shows that across
the State of Odisha, changes in
cropping pattern and urbani-
sation have together had a
clear effect on long term tem-
perature changes. For in-
stance, the cropping pattern
has seen a clear shift from
Kharif crops (July-October) to
Rabi crops (October-March).
Compared with 2004, Kharif
crop cultivation area in 2010
had reduced by 28,000 sq.
km, whereas there has been
an increase of 38,000 sq. km
in Rabi crop cultivation area
during the same period.

The northeast part of the
State has witnessed the great-
est change in land use and
land cover during the period
2001-2010. During the period
1991-2000, the western part of
the State saw the most change
in land use and land cover
causing more warming in that
region. However, during the
period 20012010, the trend
shifted to northeast as changes
in land use and land cover
were more pronounced in that
part of the State causing more
warming in northeast Odisha.

“Our study provides crucial
information for policy makers
to understand the relative con-
tribution from each land use
type to surface temperature,
we believe this information
would help with future land
use planning in the state of Od-
isha,” Prof. J. Dash from the
University of Southampton,
UK and a co-author of the pap-
er says in a release.

Remotely sensed indices unreliable in informing elephant forage

Grass abundance, which indicates elephant fodder, tends to be low in locations with dense canopy cover

SHUBASHREE DESIKAN

A field study by researchers
from Bengaluru shows that a
popularly used index that re-
motely estimates density of
vegetation does not yield a
reliable estimate of food
abundance for elephants in
tropical forests. In fact, re-
searchers show that this in-
dex has a negative correla-
tion with graminoids (grassy
food - grasses, sedges and
rushes - preferentially con-
sumed by elephants) in trop-
ical forests.

Monitoring vegetation

For both academic and prac-
tical purposes, there is the
practice of remotely moni-
toring vegetation in an area
and representing it in terms
of maps and parameters.
One such parameter used is
the normalized difference
vegetation index (NDVI)
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Out of reach:iGrazing élephants that cannot reach up to the level of the canopies mostly feed

on the grassy species. =KABINI ELEPHANT PROJECT

which is measured remotely
from satellite data. This has
been used to estimate the
amount of food abundance
available to herbivorous ani-

mals, for example, ele-
phants. The NDVI is used, for
instance, in attempts to track
the presence of elephants us-
ing the vegetation they con-

sume. However, this work
clearly establishes that this
can be misleading, and field-
based studies are the ones
which can yield definitive re-

sults. The work is published
in the journal Biotropica.

“There is a need to esta-
blish this, because the ob-
vious has not been under-
stood,” says Ajay Desai who
is a consultant to World Wil-
dlife Fund, India, and an
expert on Asian elephants.

The researchers were led
by T.N.C Vidya from the Evo-
lutionary and Organismal
Biology Unit of Jawaharlal
Nehru Centre for Advanced
Scientific Research
(JNCASR), Bengaluru.

They carried out the study
in the Nagarhole National
Park, in the Nilgiris-Eastern
Ghats in southern India and
sampled five 20m X 5 m ve-
getation plots along each of
17 transects (lines along
which the regions to be sam-
pled can be marked out) in
the wet season in 2011 and 22
transects in the dry season.
The transects included three

We found that NDVI
was negatively
correlated to grasses.
This means grass
abundance tends to
be low in locations
where NDVI is high
and vice-versa.

T.N.C. VIDYA
Evolutionary and Organismal Biology Unit,
JNCASR

©

forest types: moist decidu-
ous, dry deciduous and teak
forests. “We found that the
abundance of food plants is
not correlated with NDVI.
This should be a prerequisite
before using NDVI as a proxy
of food abundance,” says
Hansraj Gautam, the first
author of the paper, who is
also at JNCASR.

The NDVI is a simple indi-
cator which tells how much
of the ground is covered with
vegetation. It basically calcu-
lates the difference between

the red and near infrared
components of light reflect-
ed by objects, from, say, a sa-
tellite. Since healthy vegeta-
tion strongly absorbs red and
reflects near infrared light,
this difference can indicate
the presence of healthy vege-
tation and map it into a co-
lour code.

Negative correlation

“We found that NDVI was ne-
gatively correlated to grass-
es. This means grass abun-
dance tends to be low in
locations where NDVI is high
and vice-versa,” says Dr Vi-
dya. Though this is counte-
rintuitive, she explains why
this occurs: “While canopy
cover and shrub abundance
contribute positively  to
NDVI, they negatively affect
grass abundance. Because of
the poor correlation, NDVI
cannot be reliably used as a
measure of forage abun-

dance in a multi-storeyed for-
est with a low proportional
abundance of food species.”
Grasses form a large compo-
nent of food of elephants and
also ungulates (hoofed ani-
mals) like deer, sambar and
gaur.

“NDVI is extremely use-
ful... and has been used to in-
form the ecology of various
species, from elephants and
red deer to mosquitoes and
birds. But it is known to per-
form badly to help assess
changes in primary produc-
tivity of plants under a dense
canopy,” says Nathalie Petto-
relli, a conservation ecologist
from Zoological Society of
London and an expert on re-
mote sensing and manage-
ment of natural resources.
“The results do not surprise
me... this pattern was shown
in other settings [in Poland,
in deciduous forests],” she
adds.
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ment was made on the basis of a li-
mited amount of information and
this led to lot of trouble. System 1
thinking was best suited when hu-
man beings were wandering in the
African savanna. He had to make a
quick judgment whether the figure
lurking behind a bush was a lion or a
harmless deer. In his daily life he had

2 thinking is a deliberate thinking
process in which lot of information is
gathered and options are considered.
If we analyse the two cases men-
tioned above, the first case was an
outcome of System 2 thinking. Op-
tions were searched and the better
option was chosen. The second case
is an example of Sys-

BADDAM ARAVINDA REDDY

few years back I used to expe-
Arience thumping palpitations

in my heart whenever I
climbed steps. This condition came
about suddenly without any advance
warning. I consulted a noted physi-
cian in my town, and after doing

blood and other tests he diagnosed tem 1 think- neither the time nor the security to
TO‘ ‘ ]ards my problem as rheumatic heart dis- ing. A
ease. He prescribed drugs and snap judg-

warned me that I had to be on life-
long medication. I was totally de-
pressed. Friends and relatives sug-
gested that I should consult another
doctor for a second opinion. The se-
cond doctor was a cardiologist. He
ordered an echocardiogram test and
found a lump of tissue in my left
atrium. I had left atrial myxoma.

After the tumor was surgically

removed, my problem was gone.

Not long ago I purchased a piece
of land in a bustling town. The pur-
chase decision was made without -
much thought, on the advice of a
friend.

Those days real estate prices
were shooting up by the day and |
was in a tearing hurry to get on to
the real estate bandwagon. After
the purchase was made, I realised
that the land had no proper ac-
cess and that the seller had a pre-
vious agreement with another
buyer. With great difficulty and
some financial loss I could fi-
nally get rid of the land.

Daniel Kahneman, econo-
mist and psychologist, a Nobel
prize winner, in his book,
Thinking Fast and Slow, slots
the human thinking process
into two categories.
System 1 thinking
wherein the brain

mindfulness

ASHWIN SHANKER

day at work. I was frustrated with my

boss, who simply wouldn’t listen to my
suggestions to better the code we were
cracking, and would favour my partner’s
opinion over mine. Despondent thoughts
crept into my mind — the politics, the fa-
vouritism, the bullying, all of which seem to
come to no end. I thought I was about to ex-
plode, and I quickly retreated to the wash-
room. I closed the door behind me and
pulled the lid down to sit on the commode. I
wanted to tear up, but the rage wouldn’t let
me give in to my vulnerability.

It was at that moment when I observed
the slow ticking of the second hand of my
watch.

It was the right kind of rhythm that my
mind needed amid the chaos around my
work life.

I thought about how the deliberate and ir-
reverent movement of time, captured in this
tiny device, would have witnessed both the
happiest and the saddest periods of my life.
The slow, rhythmic movements of the se-
cond hand tell me that this too shall pass. All
I had to do was to hold on.

Regardless of how uplifting or upsetting

It happened during yet another terrible

think through things.

But modern life affords humans
the luxury of security, time and abun-
dant information to use System 2
thinking. Unfortunately for many of
us, System 1 thinking is the default
thinking mode. We use it constantly
and make many mistakes.

Rolf Dobelli, the Swiss author, in
his book The Art of Thinking Clearly,

Why we often get it wrong

Snap judgments made intuitively on the basis of limited information invariably lead you to trouble

biases in

puts together a
hundred

p 4 thinking

to sit up

we use

we

human thinking which lead

to wrong judgments. The list of bias-
es include the contrast effect, the fear
of regret, loss aversion, reciprocity,
the anchor effect, the sleeper effect,
story bias, the halo effect, the availa-
bility bias and so on.

The common theme running
through all these biases is snap judg-
ments made intuitively on limited in-
formation. Most of our purchases of
branded goods are influenced by the
halo effect. Our minds are mesmer-
ised by the aura built around them.
i We purchase them without examin-
ing quality parameters.

Knowing full well that System 1

leads us to make mistakes

we can’t free ourselves from System 1
thinking.
our daily life we have to make hun-
dreds of judgments. We can’t sit on
each event and ponder over options.
If we do that, we’ll be stuck. Many of
our decisions are snap decisions and
most of the time it is ok with these de-
cisions. When it’s a big event such as
choosing a life-partner, choosing a
career, leaving a job, buying a home,
making a large investment or any in-
stance of substantial stake, we have

From morning to evening in

and play System 2 thinking.

There is no guarantee that when

System 2 thinking, we’ll get

the best outcomes. In spite of the
time and effort put into System 2
thinking, sometimes the result
may be contrary to expectations.
A big black swan may come up to
thwart our expectations. In such
cases, we have to console our-
selves by remembering that the
world is its own master and that

cannot control it. Life
could throw up sur-
prises. We have to
-\ take them in our
stride and move on.

u

that particular moment is in our life, there is
no option but to accept the fact that things
could change for the better or for the worse
in the very next second. The moment can-
not be controlled, but the mindset can be.

The calming realisation woke me up from
my mindless slumber, and as I walked back
to my desk I realised that most people
around me are living their lives asleep.

I am glad that I listened to the timeless ad-
vice that my watch gave me, instead of react-
ing to my impulses. The ticking helped cut
off the emotional time bomb.

The second hand is all about bringing
your mind from a state of chaos to one of or-
der. The minute hand will, however, shar-
pen your focus by bringing your attention to
a dial that almost looks stationary, but is also
moving forward, every minute. It has a hyp-
notic effect.

Have you ever wondered how many times
a day you check the time? A study by a U.S.
newspaper showed that Americans on an
average check their watch once every 12 mi-
nutes. What if you could convert those mo-
ments into those of mindfulness?

By simply observing how each second
passes by, we could reach a certain calm
state. Then every moment would not be just
about knowing what time it is, but about
what best we could make of that time gifted
to us.

Zen master Osho believed that by simply
observing and moving our attention to one
thing, we could raise our state of self-aware-
ness; it morphs to a form of mindfulness.

Remember that mindfulness can never
be something to be achieved or something
to be desired for, because every desire has a
chance of being a disappointment if not
met.

shankerashwin66@gmail.com

takes snap and in-
tuitive judgments
based on limited
knowledge. System

A lone golter waiting for a weekend

What could have
been a blissful time
on the course...

T.P. KANNAN

fter a busy week in the
Aofﬁce, the least that a

golfer worth his salt may
look forward to at the wee-
kend is a round of golf. Blissful
four hours, devoid of the bane
of the stressful office and dom-
estic preoccupations. The blue
sky above, just green grass be-
low, a cool breeze...

But try getting a game-slot
on a Saturday or Sunday on
your own. This is what will
happen.

You couldn’t book one be-
cause the slot booking rules
demanded that you give at
least three players’ names, but
you are a loner. You go to the
course around 1.30 and tell
the marshal you would like to
play. He asks you to wait as
there are several four-ball
groups. One three-ball, the last
group, is scheduled to tee off

at 2.34 p.m., and you may per-
haps join them.

You sit on a bench under
the shade watching team after
team tee off. The first few mi-
nutes of watching are interest-
ing — two OBs, one water ha-
zard, two hitting the trees and
one powerful air shot with in-
termittent fairway shots. But
as time passes you get restless.
The shade is not of much help.
It’s a hot day. The penultimate
group on the tee box leaves.
And the last group you are to
join is nowhere to be seen.

The tee box is now desert-
ed. You are sitting there all
alone on the bench getting an-
xious, with only a skinny dog
that is enjoying an afternoon
nap under a nearby tree for
company. The breeze seems to
have stopped. Exasperated,
you go up to the marshal, who
hates coming out of his cabin,
and ask, “Where are they?”

He looks towards the car
park through the window and
announces, “They’ve arrived,
sir” Ah, finally! You get up
with a sigh of relief, flex your
muscles and, pulling out the

driver, take practice swings.
The three senior gentle-
men, all well past their seven-
ties, are however in no hurry
to reach the tee box. They are
in fact always the last to tee off.
With no group behind, they
play the game at their own lei-

surely pace. While walking
they talk about their grand-
children, the annual baby-sit-
ting trips to San Jose or Atlanta
or New Jersey, President
Trump and local politics, stop-
ping in between to say ‘good
shot’ when one of them hits a

ILLUSTRATION: J.A. PREMKUMAR

oame

100-yard drive.

“Good shot! Straight and
long. Must be easily 100
yards.”

“What do you mean 100
yards? It must be a minimum
of 280 yards. I can’t even see
the ball”

“That’s because you have
cataract.”

Presently they are strolling
towards the first tee box. Look-
ing at their tired walk, one
would think they have just fin-
ished playing 18 holes.

The marshal walks up to
them and asks, “Sir, that gen-
tleman over there, he is alone
and wants a game. Can he now
join you?”

They stop where they are,
to take a good look at you, now
doing your pre-game stretch-
ing exercise — you in your ear-
ly-40s, neatly tucked T-shirt
with matching shorts, brand-
ed golf shoes and black cap
with a premier logo. They also
see your new expensive golf
bag leaning majestically on its
stand. As they watch, you take
a practice swing with your
arms fully stretched and the

aravindareddyb
@gmail.com

hip turning ninety degrees.
The club hits your back as you
complete the swing. A typical
pro-like golf swing.

They exchange glances with
‘Are-you-thinking-what-I-am-
thinking?’ kind of expression
on their faces. Decision made
but still they had a question.

“What is his handicap?”
one of them asks.

“He says twelve,” replies
the marshal.

The marshal starts towards
you. Seeing him come, you
climb up the tee box and place
the tee, not wanting to lose a
minute more after the one-
hour wait. You are all geared
up to hit the tee shot. You see
the threesome approaching
you, and giving them a friend-
ly smile, you extend your
hand. “Good afternoon, gen-
tlemen. I am...”

That’s when the marshal
would interrupt you to say,
“Sorry sir, their fourth ball is
joining them after two holes.
And at weekends you cannot
play alone.”

tpkann@gmail.com
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Live and let live: some thoughts on a sustainable future

Humans are not
what they imagine
themselves to be

VIDULA CHOPRA RASTOGI

nyone who has ever
Abought a plant from a
nursery, watered it ev-

ery day and watched in dis-
may as it failed to thrive,
knows that gardening isn’t
easy. Even if you manage to
grow a plant successfully,
growing food is another ball-
game altogether. Vegetables
such as bitter gourd and to-
mato grow almost like
weeds, but others are trick-
ier. They have varied water
needs, soil requirements and
temperature and sunlight
preferences. In the event you
get all of this right, you still
need to protect them from
pests. Finally, after weeks or
months of care and patience,
your plants may yield just a
few kilograms of vegetables.
Recently, I watched in as-
tonishment as a vine took
root in my balcony, sprouted
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leaves and filled up the en-
tire length of my planter in a
matter of days. Flowers blos-
somed, and before long I
spotted a tiny pumpkin, as
big as an avocado. The chil-
dren were beside themselves
with excitement.

We watched it grow each
day, and I helped it along by
cutting back the vine and
snipping off the browning
leaves. When we finally cut it
off, it weighed a good 4 kg.

In our home of seven, the
fruit of our labour didn’t last
long, but the children were

convinced it tasted better
than any they had ever tast-
ed. Not a crumb was wasted.

If only we looked at all
food in the same manner, for
every fruit or vegetable that
makes its way to us has been
grown painstakingly by some
farmer somewhere. One bad
monsoon can ruin a crop,
but we always have food on
our tables and find it difficult
to imagine that a day may
come when we may not. The
truth is, that day may arrive
sooner than we think.

There was a book I read to

my daughter, titled Millions
of Cats. It’s an old classic,
printed as far back as 1928.
Although the book’s subject
matter deals with aesthetics,
a few lines stood out in my
mind. A very old man was re-
turning home with millions
of cats. They came to a pond.
Each cat took a sip, and the
pond was gone. When they
were hungry, each ate a
mouthful of grass on a hill,
and not a blade was left.
Humans have been
around for an estimated two
lakh years by some accounts.
Think about it. It took thou-
sands of centuries to reach
the level of a billion people,
and today we are at 7.5 bil-
lion. Have we ever wondered
just how many people earth
can take? How many can it
feed before there’s just a
mouthful left for each of us?
We presume we have an
endless supply of food, but
the truth is that the quality of
our soil is deteriorating
thanks to the large-scale use
of pesticides and toxins that
enter the soil and water
through garbage disposal.

Dead zones — areas in the
ocean that can no longer sus-
tain growth — are gradually
increasing. Species are grow-
ing extinct at an alarming
rate. More and more of ma-
rine life are being found with
plastic in their bodies. Fish is
getting progressively unsafe
to eat and pregnant women
are cautioned against eating
many forms of seafood be-
cause of concerns about the
mercury level in them. If our
water is growing unfit to sup-
port marine life, how will it
support us?

We buy things we don’t
need, often tire of them, and
throw them away, without a
thought to all the resources it
took to make them. The
numerous artefacts we gift
each other make no sense,
serve no purpose and des-
troy the environment. Eve-
rything, from fast fashion to
fast food, is a burden the
earth shouldn’t have to bear.

We can do a lot to help —
not just the earth but our-
selves — by gardening, com-
posting, planting trees,
avoiding single-use plastic

such as straws and plastic
water bottles. Eating locally
grown, organic foods and re-
ducing meat consumption
will go a long way in address-
ing environmental concerns.

A few nights ago, when de-
bating the advantages and
disadvantages of a vegetar-
ian diet, a friend declared
that, much like the beautiful
lion, we are at the top of the
food chain and can eat wha-
tever we want. The survival-
of-the-fittest argument is old
and tired. We don’t eat meat
for survival, we eat it for
pleasure. But that aside,
there is a fundamental diffe-
rence between lions and hu-
mans. The lion is a predator.
It takes what it needs without
destroying the environment.
On the other hand, a tape-
worm lives in our intestine,
sucks nutrition and slowly
destroys us — and itself.

It’s time we realised that
we should change; we’re not
the magnificent predators
we imagine ourselves to be.
We’re actually the parasites.

vidulachopra@yahoo.co.uk
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