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Collateral-freeloansina $5 trillion economy

President Kovind's address to Parliament raises questions on the
government's economic policies
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he address of President Ram Nath
I Kovind to ajoint sitting of the two
houses of Parliament last
Thursday stood out for the way it articu-
lated the Modi government’s economic
goals. For a better understanding of what
one can expect of the Modi government
in its second term, it would be useful to
examine the salient economic promises
made in the speech.
The goal of growing the Indian econ-
omy to $5 trillion by 2024 has under-

standably grabbed the newspaper head-
lines. Questions are obviously being
raised on whether this is only one of those
catchy slogans or the government is seri-
ous about achieving in just five years
what is clearly a highly ambitious target.

Note that the $5 trillion target was
also mentioned by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his address at the
meeting of the governing council of the
NITI Aayog on June 15. Modi admitted
that the target was challenging, but he
alsosaid it was achievable. He added that
the “states should recognise their core
competence, and work towards raising
GDPtargets right from the district level”.
The President too underlined the role of
the states in achieving this target. He said
the goal would be achieved in collabora-
tion with the states.

Itistrue that the states growing faster
can help the country’s overall economic
growth. But putting the onus of achiev-
ing that challenging target on the states
is significant. It might be a way of the
Modi government displaying its faith in
cooperative federalism. It could also be

an escape clause. If the 5-trillion-dollar
target is not met, the states could easily
become the scapegoat.

Either way, the Indian economy’s
growth performance in the past provides
some indication of the difficulty in
achieving the new target. India’s dollar
GDP was nominally estimated at about
$2 trillion in 2013-14. It is estimated to
have grown to $2.7 trillion in 2018-19, an
increase of 35 per cent. If the target of $5
trillion is to be achieved in 2024, the
growth during this period should be 85
per cent. This is going to be a tall task.
Was this idea adequately thought
through before making it an official goal?

The President already admitted that
India was no longer the fastest growing
economy in the world. He said: “Today
India is among the fastest growing
economies in the world.” The RBI
Governor also admits that economic
activity in the Indian economy is losing
traction. Experts point out it would take
a few more quarters before the Indian
economy could revive growth. The
recent GDP growth numbers do not

offer any hope either. So, why was that
target set?

The President also said that “keeping
in view Industry 4.0” the government
would soon announce a new industrial
policy. The reference to Industry 4.0 as
the context of the new policy is signifi-
cant. The fourth industrial revolution
has promoted the use of technology,
automation, artificial intelligence and
data analytics. At the same time, it has
also threatened the existing types of jobs,
posing difficult policy challenges for a
country like India where unemployment
continues to be a major problem. So,
what kind of a new industrial policy can
the new government formulate?

The government’s promise that it
would formulate a national retail trade
policy is also replete with possibilities.
The objective of this policy will be to pro-
mote retail business, but foreign
investors as well as large Indian compa-
nies would be eagerly looking forward to
its contours. The Modi government’s pol-
icy on organised retail, particularly with
regard to foreign investment, has been a
little ambiguous. One of its core con-
stituencies, small traders, has remained
opposed to the opening up of the retail
sector. The advent of large e-commerce

players has only increased its vulnera-
bility.

The recent disclosure of the Indian
joint venture of Walmart having made
some improper payments to Indian gov-
ernment officials in 2011 may also influ-
ence the Modi regime’s approach to for-
eign investment in the retail sector. Will
the new retail trade policy make foreign
investment norms more restrictive to
address such concerns or win over the
small traders through some other incen-
tives while opening up the sector?

Referring to the entrepreneurs’ need
for capital, the President said that the
government would make available loans
up to Rs 50 lakh to them, without any
guarantee. Loans of this size, without any
collateral, are deeply problematic for the
health of the financial sector. Banks have
just begun to tackle their non-perform-
ing assets. Allowing loans up to 350 lakh
without any guarantee can also open the
floodgates to politically motivated loans,
whose repayments would be highly
uncertain. Unfortunately, the burden of
such collateral-free loans would have to
be borne largely by the already belea-
guered public-sector banks. Is the gov-
ernment encouraging loan melas by a
different name?

A new challenge for the microfinance industry?

"Fresh start" is a welcome step as it will free up
debtors from archaiclaws but they need counselling

to prevent misuse
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law in the southern state of Andhra

Pradesh, then a hotbed of the
microfinance industry, almost killed it.
The law came into force in the wake of
aspate of suicides by microfinance bor-
rowers, allegedly harassed by the coer-
cive measures adopted by the collectors
of such loans.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
stepped in with regulations capping the
interest rates, quantum of loans and
the number of borrowers a microfi-
nance company can entertain, and for-
mation of credit bureaus, among other
things. These brought the industry
back from the brink of a collapse. The
fact that eight of the 10 small finance
banks were microfinance institutions
(MFIs) testifies to the resurrection of
the industry.

The next blow was demonetisation.
In the 50 days between November 10
and December 30, 2016, X154 trillion
worth of currency notes of denomina-
tions of 1,000 and I500 — some 86.9
per cent of the value of the total number

In October 2010, the enactment of a

of notes in circulation then -- were with-
drawn. That hit the microfinance
industry hard as till that time most
transactions of small loans were in
cash. Their loan growth slowed and bad
assets zoomed. The MFIs, which were
transforming into small finance banks,
also could not escape the brunt of the
problem.

Is there a new challenge for the MFIs
round the corner? Many in the industry
believe so. The origin of the challenge
is the so-called “fresh start” process,
part of the personal insolvency law. The
regulations, part of the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code 2016, have already
been in place but they have not been
notified. This will be done over the next
few months.

Under the “fresh start” scheme, small
borrowers unable to repay unsecured
loans up to 335,000 can apply for the
automatic debt relief. To qualify for this,
the debtors’ gross annual income should
not exceed ¥60,000; the limit for the
aggregate value of assets is320,000. The
debtors owning a “dwelling unit” will
not qualify for this.

Under Section 80 of the IBC code,
the debtors can apply for the relief. The
day the application is filed, an interim
moratorium on all debt will come into
effect and the lenders will not be able
to initiate any legal proceedings against
such a debt. The debtors need to move
the debt recovery tribunals or DRTs for
filing such an application and if the
relief is given, the debtors come out of
bankruptcy and the unsecured loans
are waived off.

Asaconcept, “fresh start” is an inte-
gral part of the US insolvency law.

Those borrowers who can no longer pay
their creditors get a “fresh start” by lig-
uidating assets to pay their debts or by
creating a repayment plan. They pay
their creditors what they can afford but
what they cannot afford is discharged;
a debt discharged through bankruptcy
is no longer legally enforceable against
the debtor. According to the US
Supreme Court, “(Bankruptcy) gives to
the honest but unfortunate debtor... a
new opportunity in life and a clear field
for future effort, unhampered by the
pressure and discouragement of preex-
isting debt.”

Any attempt to collect or coerce pay-
ment from such debtors can be
penalised by contempt of the bankrupt-
cy court. In the US, this includes a bill
through the mail, a telephone call, or a
lawsuit. However, a “fresh start” does
not “erase” a debt; the discharge is an
injunction that makes a debt uncol-
lectible. The debt still remains and may
show up on a credit report, but all activ-
ity on the debt stops from the day the
bankruptcy is filed.

Many in the microfinance industry
as well as commercial banks which lend
to such institutions apprehend that
such a law in India will encourage small

unsecured borrowers to default and
destroy the credit culture.

For the record, the average ticket
size of a small loans is less than
%35,000 — around %33,665. Data col-
lected from an industry body show the
number of small borrowers across
financial segment — MFIs, banks,
non-banking finance companies
(NBFCs) and not-for-profit entities —
are close to 50 million and the out-
standing corpus of small loans has
been close toX1.8 trillion. The average
bad loans of banks in this segment is
less than 2 per cent, that of MFIs over
3 per cent and NBFCs at least 4 per
cent. It is more than 4.5 per cent for
not-for-profit organisations.

Icould not get data on average assets
of such borrowers and also how many
of them have their own dwelling place.
The MFIs need to give unsecured loans
to 85 per cent of their customers. Under
the RBI norms, the annual household
income of a small borrower from an
NBFC-MFI cannot exceed 1 lakh; for
urban and semi-urban borrowers, this
amount is 1.6 lakh. The loan given to
such borrowers should not exceed
60,000 in the first cycle and subse-
quently, it can be raised to %1 lakh.

NUPUR PAVAN BANG &
KAVIL RAMACHANDRAN

ledging shares has become an
P easy option to raise funds, even

for many well-known business
families. Unfortunately, they do not
seem to visualise scenarios where the
optimistic assumptions about future
performance may not always mateti-
alise. As of May 2019, 62 per cent of all
listed companies in India had pledged
at least some (in a few cases all) of their
promoters holding. As many as 193
companies’ promoters had pledged 75
per cent or more of their shares and
327 companies’ promoters had
pledged at least 50 per cent of their
stake. The scenario of lenders liqui-
dating the pledged shares of defaulted
borrower is very scary.

Pledging of shares where promoters
use their shares as collateral to raise
money is not a new phenomenon but
has become popular amongst promot-
ersin recent years. It was after the scam
involving Satyam Computers in 2009
that the Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) made it mandatory for
promoters to disclose to the stock
exchanges of any pledging of shares. It
is often understood as pawning the
“family jewel” as a last resort to tide over
difficult times. Stock market seesitasa
sign of weak financial position of the
promoter. Promoters often pledge
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shares for personal use like investment
in another venture or buying more
shares of the company. Pledging shares
in a “cash cow” company to fund a risky
untested startup or a fledging business
may spook the investors.

Similarly, when the promoters
pledge their shares to buy more shares
of their own company, it signifies that
the promoters think the share is
undervalued and/or have confidence
in the prospects of the company. It
therefore should send a positive signal
to the market. However, promoters are
not only putting more of their eggs in
the same basket but also taking on
leverage to do so. Adding to this, the
increase in control in the company is
based on information asymmetry that
exists between the promoters and the
minority shareholders. This gives rise
to insider trading and governance con-
cerns. In a recent amendment to insid-
er trading regulations, to promote fair
market conduct, the Sebi has plugged
this gap by closing the trading and
pledging of shares window for the pro-
moters starting from the end of a quar-
ter to 48 hours after the declaration of
quarterly results by the company.

Trouble begins when the value of
the pledged shares falls below the
agreed level with the lenders. Many
promoters get into the trap of pledging
more shares to fill the drop in value in
the hope that they will soon be able to
revoke the shares by repaying the
amount to the lenders.

When stock prices fall or go in a
downward spiral and the promoters
are no longer able to either pay the
money or pledge more shares, the
lenders invoke the shares, and sell
them in the open market. The pro-
moters may even end up losing con-
trol, as has happened with a few com-
panies recently. The implications for
business families are grave, particu-

Pledging shares & the mirage of prosperity
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larly with a lot of their family wealth
blocked up in the business. Family
splits, loss of reputation and bleak
career possibilities for the next gen-
eration do happen in such cases,
resulting in formation of entirely new
trajectories of life for everyone.

In a rapidly growing economy,
entrepreneurial promoters naturally
tend to assume that the rising graph
of growth and prosperity will never
fall. This is a myth. Pledging beyond
small quantities is very dangerous, like
over leveraging. Shares are virtual col-
laterals with very high potential for
volatility, due to known as well as
many unknowns, including news or
events that are totally not related to
the company, its performance or man-
agement. There is a huge possibility
of share prices falling anytime.

Most bankers and lenders fail to
learn from history that in a crisis, most
assets become illiquid. Most of the risk
models do not account for illiquidity.
They assume that markets are perfect-
ly liquid. However, that is not the case.
Lenders often invoke the pledge and
dump shares in the market at very low
prices, translating the already down-
ward spiral into a shock. Financial
Institutions need to have built-in
mechanisms and standards to ensure

that investments are made in assets
that can be liquidated at the lowest
possible cost.

The Sebi must also put in place a
limitation to the percentage of shares
that can be pledged, including the
cumulative pledged shares after mar-
gin calls. Having pledged most of the
shares and yet maintaining the voting
rights may seem like a good situation
to the promoters when in reality their
fate is hanging by a day’s movement
on the stock exchange. Or, pledging
should also suspend voting rights till
the pledge is not revoked. If the pro-
moters need to raise more money, they
should take a conscious decision to
sell their stake in a phased manner or
through a strategic sale.

The board of directors must also
assert and prevent promoters from
taking this treacherous road to the
mirage of prosperity. As the custodian
of the wealth of all stake holders, the
board has a vantage view of the things
to happen. It has to exercise its rights
instead of being a rubber stamp.

Bang s associate director and
Ramachandran professor and executive
director at the Thomas Schmidheiny Centre
for Family Enterprise at the Indian School
of Business

To seek a fresh start, the insolvent
borrowers need to move the debt recov-
ery tribunals (DRT) and therein lies the
catch. There are less than three dozens
of DRTs and half a dozen appellate tri-
bunals across the country. Most of them
are located in state capitals. Over
100,000 cases have been pending before
them. It will not be easy for small bor-
rowers to get relief and make a “fresh
start” unless the government decides to
set up thousands of DRTs even in small
towns where the small borrowers live.
The cost and time taken to approach
the DRTs and get relief may not justify
such efforts if we do not have sufficient
number of such tribunals.

The biggest challenge before the
government is to educate the borrowers
about the “fresh start”. Otherwise, it
runs the risks of being misused and cre-
ate a fresh round of problems for the
micro lenders. Post demonetisation,
when the RBI allowed the MFIs more
time to classify a loan as bad because of
the external shock which affected the
borrowers’ ability to repay loan instal-
ments, many, including politicians,
interpreted the central bank’s directive
as a licence to default. Frequent farm
loan waivers too affect the credit culture
as those who can pay up refuse to pay.

“Fresh start” is a welcome step as it
will free up the debtors from the archaic
laws of the colonial era such as the
Presidency-Towns Insolvency Act of 1909
and the Provincial Insolvency Act 0f 1920
but the debtors need handholding and
counselling to prevent any misuse.

The columnist, a consulting editor of
Business Standard, is an author and senior
adviser to Jana Small Finance Bank Ltd. His
latest book, ‘THDFC Bank 2.0: From Dawn to
Digital’ will be released on July 10

Twitter: @TamalBandyo

Waste not, want not

As the Tamil Nadu government faces
brickbats for not being able to manage
the worst water shortage in the history
of the state, the ruling All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam has
decided to knock at the doors of the
gods. Local Administration Minister S P
Velumani, who had earlier stated that
the water scarcity was "manufactured
news", was seen participatingina
special puja, organised by the Hindu
Religious and Charitable Endowments
Department, part of the state
government, to appease the rain gods.
Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami
(pictured) is also in the line of fire.
Frustrated with questions on the
allocation of water to WIP homes in
Chennai, he declared, "I drink four
litres and use only two buckets of water
per day."

No cheers!

To boost revenue collection, officers of
the Madhya Pradesh excise department
came up with an unusual idea. In the
proposed excise policy, there was a
suggestion to deliver liquor online,
directly to the customer's doorstep, a la
Domino's or Pizza Hut. The department
said it would allot licences to two
companies for this purpose. The logic
was the state would keep the margin,
which went to contractors in
conventional selling. When the proposal
came to the knowledge of state Chief
Minister Kamal Nath, he lost his cool. He
trashed the idea saying it would severely
dent the image of the state government.

DMK jittery after TDP flux

After a bunch of Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) members — including party chief
Chandrababu Naidu's close
confidantes Y S Chowdary and CM
Ramesh — joined the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) last week, the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
leadership is feeling jittery. Two DMK
members met Vice-President
Venkaiah Naidu around the same
time, sparking speculation that some
party members, including Dayanidhi
Maran, were mulling a switch. Later,
the DMK had to issue a clarification
that it was a mere courtesy call. But
the brass of DMK, which won 23 of the
38 Lok Sabha seats in Tamil Nadu in
the elections held in April, is not
taking any chances. Insiders say their
party president has unofficially
warned party Members of Parliament
not to even greet BJP leaders when
they meet on the Parliament
premises. He has also designated
some older members of the party to
keep a watch on the younger ones.

A conflict of interest?

This refers to "Do not throw away the baby
with the bathwater" by Somasekhar
Sunderesan (June 20). The author has
admitted that he is professionally attached
to the assurance industry. So it is a case of
conflict of interest. Even taking his argu-
ment on merit, one can hardly agree that
the assurance industry is being thrown
away with the bathwater. The assurance
industry has been defined by him as the
chartered accountants and auditors who
are required to certify the correctness of
the financial transactions of a company
which appoints them. I have worked as
independent director in several private
companies after my retirement for much
more than a decade. I have been chairman
of Audit Committee also. I realise the
importance of the auditors (who are char-
tered accountants) who really know the
details of all the transactions of the com-
pany as they examine all vouchers and find
out if the various corporate rules have been
obeyed by the company. The summary of
the transaction details, gross profit and net
profit etc are placed before the Board of
Directors. If they do not provide a correct
set of figures due to inefficiency or collu-
sion, the decision of the Board will never
be correct. Presently, the regulators have
punished a few of the auditors by banning
them for some length of time. This is highly
praiseworthy and will prevent corporate
fraud. Such move cannot be called a knee-
jerk reaction. Good result has followed due
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tothis as Price Water House, a famous audit
company has walked out of auditing the
accounts of a suspect company. Calling
such action as theatrical and based only on
suspicion is most unwarranted. The author
is an interested party and his opinion is
clearly prejudiced for obvious self-interest
and is vitiated by conflict of interest.
Sukumar Mukhopadhyay
via email

Note from the editor: The author had
made a clear and explicit disclosure of
his role as a lawyer so that his opinion
was read along with the perceived inter-
est in his views.

Plan wisely

This refers to “Making dam water reach the
farmer” (June 21). The geographical terrain,
geological condition sand hydrological
requirements vary from place to place ina
vast country like India and distribution of
water should be made according to the
requirements of the local environment.
Covering both the geographical and local
requirements while considering construc-
tion of dams is very important as the level
of the water table varies from place to place.

C Gopinath Nair Kochi
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Raw deal

GST Council has gone overboard on anti-profiteering

he first meeting of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council under

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman continued the healthy tradition

of a consultative process, followed in all the previous meetings. On

Friday, the Council refrained from taking any decision on rate restruc-
turing and focused more on bringing in stringent norms to check tax evasion.
While the much-anticipated proposal for reduction in rates on electric vehicles
and chargers was referred to a fitment committee, the contentious issue of a
uniform GST rate on lotteries was sent to the Attorney-General. In a signal to
taxpayers that it was alive to their concerns, the Council did well by extending
the deadline to file annual GST returns for 2017-18 by two months till the end of
August and announced that the one-form new return filing system will be appli-
cable from January 1 next year. The in-principle clearance to an electronic invoic-
ing mechanism for business-to-business transactions through a designated
official portal was another prudent step.

The same, however, can’t be said about the decision to impose a higher
penalty on the so-called profiteering by companies. Under the changed rules, if
companies guilty of pocketing the benefits of tax cuts meant for consumers do
not return the amount within 30 days, they will have to pay a penalty of 10 per
cent of the profiteered amount. This is in addition to the requirement of returning
the profiteered amount either to the consumer or to the consumer welfare funds
set up by the government. The additional penalty would be hard on businesses,
specially in the absence of rules and guidance as to what constitutes profiteering.
The law does not specifically provide for whether the benefit has to be passed
on at a business-entity level or at a product-category level, or at a stock-keeping
unit level. This has already led to a series of interpretational disputes involving
some of the biggest companies. In other jurisdictions that have undergone the
transition to a GST, such as Australia, it has been specified how the equivalent
authority should investigate the net margin on a particular product. But in India,
nothing is specified other than the process to be followed. It’s strange that the
GST Council has opted for tougher measures against companies despite its
failure to formulate rules even two years after the GST regime was rolled out.

The decision to extend the National Anti-Profiteering Authority’s (NAA’s)
life by two more years is also questionable. The NAA, which was earlier supposed
to have a two-year sunset horizon, was in any way a bad idea, made worse by
poor implementation. In any case, companies should be free to respond to tax
changes, particularly complex ones such as the GST, which have multiple con-
flicting effects on their costs, in a manner determined by competitive dynamics
and commercial considerations. If competitive dynamics are weak and do not
allow for a proper transmission of tax cuts, that is the business of the Competition
Commission. It is anyway unfair to assume that competition would not result in
passing on cost reduction from lower taxes. Even if a temporary authority was
required in the initial years because the purpose of the GST introduction was to
minimise the effect on the consumer, the NAA should have been wound up
within its stipulated time.

Revive Inter-State Council

Institution can give substance to slogan of co-operative federalism

ast week, the prime minister chaired the fifth meeting of the Governing

Council of the NITI Aayog, where many issues of national importance,

involving coordination between the Centre and the state governments,

were discussed. However, not all chief ministers attended the meeting
— three were absent. One of those chief ministers, Mamata Banerjee of West
Bengal, wrote to the prime minister, saying that attending the NITI Aayog meet-
ing was “fruitless” because the body had no powers to support state plans, as
distinct from the now defunct Planning Commission. While Ms Banerjee’s
refusal may have a great deal to do with politics — the Trinamool Congress is
fighting off the expansion of the Bharatiya Janata Party in West Bengal — there
is also something in what she says that should be taken seriously. Her letter
suggested that the Inter-State Council should be revived as the “nodal” location
for discussing matters that involve both the Centre and the states. This suggestion
was also made in his speech to the NITI Aayog Governing Council by Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.

This is a possibility worth considering. The Inter-State Council is indeed
the appropriate location for many major issues of national scope to be discussed.
For example, the question of simultaneous elections to the Centre and the
states, which has been a pet subject of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, should
ideally be discussed at an Inter-State Council. Coordination between states on
counter-extremist and counter-terror operations is another such issue. Past
attempts to Kknit together separate efforts, such as against the Naxalites, did
not necessarily do well and foundered on various questions to do with federalism
and states’ power to control law and order. Even Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, whose Janata Dal (United) is an ally of the BJP, has spoken of how cen-
trally sponsored scheme drain state resources unduly without giving state
leaders even leeway. This is another question that could and should be discussed
fruitfully within the context of the Inter-State Council, given that other chief
ministers also agreed with Mr Kumar. Many also asked for the backlog of the
Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme payments to be
released. Karnataka Chief Minister H D Kumaraswamy complained that rev-
enues from the GST were proving to be disappointing and thus asked that the
compensation to the states be extended beyond 2022.

The speeches of chief ministers at the NITI Aayog Governing Council
revealed that there are many such issues that go beyond the five-point agenda
set out by the Centre for the meeting. The co-operative nature of the GST
Council, in which the Centre and the states meet to determine the outlines of
the GST, has shown that there is considerable scope for such institutions that
give substance to the prime minister’s promise of “co-operative federalism”. It
is time therefore to revive those institutions that could serve to arrive at a con-
sensus on such issues. Certainly, the Inter-State Council is one such.

ILLUSTRATION: AJAY MOHANTY
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Whither central
bankindependence

The signal from the RBI governor is that the balance will tilt
infavour of the inter-dependence of policies and implicit
coordination with the government

government and the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

have been debated. Much of this debate, how-
ever, is based on an inadequate understanding of cen-
tral bank independence.

Central banks perform four functions: Price sta-
bilisation, which is essential for maintaining trust in
the currency; financial sector development and sta-
bility, in particular, because of it being
the lender of the last resort, especially
for banks; reducing volatility in and
maximising of output and employ-
ment; supporting government bor-
rowing when appropriate; and, very
importantly, restraining the use of
such borrowing when necessary.

Central banks, however, are crea-
tures of governments, which give
them some independence or auton-
omy. This is to ensure that people

F or the past five years, the relations between the

have trust and confidence in mat- WH AT N EXT

system, the onset of the significant euro-dollar market,
and severe inflation, partly caused by the oil shock in
1973. The US Federal Reserve’s success in containing
inflation during 1979-82 shifted focus to price stability
and increased the role of central banks. The dominance
of market ideology in the 1980s also contributed to a
reduction in the role of the government in an economy.
Consequently, the independence of central banks and
inflation targeting dominated policy
thinking, especially in the Anglo-
Saxon world.

The global financial crisis of 2008,
however, raised doubts about the effi-
cacy of the nature of central bank
independence. Ironically, central
banks had to address the problem,
which, in some ways, they caused.

There have been three features
of the response of central banks to
this crisis, namely, (a) unconven-
tional monetary measures; (b) closer

ters relating to money and finance.
At the same time, governments YV REDDY
have to ensure that central banks

are accountable.

The emphasis on autonomy and accountability
varies, depending on the context. To illustrate, during
times of crisis and structural transformation, coordi-
nation between the government and central banks
takes precedence over autonomy.

The period of the 1970s was one of confusion for
central banks, with the collapse of the Bretton Woods

coordination with governments and
other regulators; and (c) reviewing
the approach to central banking. In
brief, the emphasis on a single objective and inde-
pendence stands diluted globally.

Now adecade after the global crisis in 2008, central
banks are being attacked by political leaderships. This
could be due to governments looking for a scapegoat
for the current problems they face, or to the ineffec-
tiveness of monetary policy in many countries, or to
the monetary authorities running out of options.
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The world is now searching for a new framework.
In any case, to quote Professor Charles Goodhart: “The
idea of the central bank as an independent institution
will be put aside.”

How independent has the RBI been?

To answer this, we must bear in mind that central
banking became an instrument of planned develop-
ment after 1950. The RBI had to create money when-
ever the government wanted it. This lasted till 1996.

In 1969, private banks were nationalised by ignoring
the RBI’s views. The transmission of monetary policy
through the banking system depended thus on the
cooperation of the government.

Since the financial sector reforms of the 1990s,
however, there have been two elements relevant to
independence, namely, an end to automatic moneti-
sation and regulation of public sector banks consistent
with global standards as well as opening up banking
for the private sector. Fiscal dominance, however, con-
tinued, constraining the exercise of independence in
monetary policy.

In the late 1990s, suggestions were made to adopt
inflation targeting, which the RBI opposed. But in
2016, at the instance of the RBI, the government
amended the RBI Act to introduce inflation targeting.
Aninstitutional mechanism for an independent mon-
etary policy was also put in place.

Since 2016, prima facie, the objectives of monetary
policy set by the government have been met but the
period was characterised by unprecedented tensions
between the RBI and the government.

Personnel independence was diluted in the manner
of appointment to the RBI board and of senior func-
tionaries. Financial independence was threatened by
demands made by the government on the annual sur-
plus and even the reserves, apart from introducing
the concept of advance dividend.

Operational independence was eroded by state-
ments from government officials on the board of
the RBI, culminating in the unprecedented act of
giving notice under Section VII of the RBI Act to
give directions. The contentious operational matters
included liquidity and regulating banks, especially
public sector banks.

An indication of a recent shift in policy has been
given by the governor in his recent speech on
“Evolving Role of Central Banks”, delivered on June
17,2019. He said, “... the fact remains that though the
focus of monetary policy is mainly on inflation and
growth, the underlying theme has always been finan-
cial stability.”

The signal from RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das is
that the balance will tilt in favour of the inter-depen-
dence of policies and implicit coordination with the
government and the full service nature of the RBIL
The next step will presumably be in favour of negoti-
ation for greater autonomy for the RBI within the
ambit of the government’s policies, in preference to
asserting independence.

This will test everyone’s skills and patience as the
art of central banking lies in convincing the people
that the RBI is independent, while assuring the gov-
ernment that its policies are consistent with the gov-
ernment’s intentions.

The author is former governor, Reserve Bank of India

Truth &fairness of the auditing profession

ntil earlier this month, one of the most far-
l I cical professions was auditing. Under the
Companies Act, almost all types of compa-
nies have to get audited. Then the charade begins.
Auditors are supposed to be appointed by the own-
ers — the shareholders — and not the management.
But as anyone knows, in all private companies and
most public limited ones, it is the promoter families
that control both the management and the share-
holding. In a tiny number of listed companies where
promoters do not have a majority stake, only the
management selects the auditor, and outside share-
holders are too uninterested to appoint or change
auditors. Hence the first ground rule of auditing is
“don’t rub the managements the
wrong way”.

What makes life easy for audi-
tors is the second ground rule —
they are supposed to be watchdogs,
not bloodhounds, in the memo-
rable phrase of Lord Justice Lopes,
who ruled in the Kingston Cotton
Mills Co (1896) case. A third ground
rule makes life even easier:
Auditors are supposed to express

an opinion on the true and fair view
of accounts. The audit report is IRRATIONAI- CHOICE

to the professional body, the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI), against “professional
misconduct” but I know of cases where the ICAI
disciplinary council sided with the auditor (who of
course had helped bury the accounting fiddle-did-
dle). Insiders know how this works, so many bright
CAs stay away from auditing. The ethical ones (and
there are many) feel frustrated.

Earlier this month, in a stunning turn of events,
two sleepy but potentially powerful arms of the
government changed the rules of this cosy game.
On June 11, the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA)
moved the National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) to debar auditors of IL&FS Financial
Services (IFIN) — Deloitte Haskins
& Sells and BSR & Associates —
from doing any business for five
years for their alleged collusion
with the IFIN management. BSR is
part of the mighty KPMG network
of accounting firms. The MCA’s
move came after a sterling job done
by another organisation, one
whose existence we tend to forget
— the Serious Fraud Investigation
Office (SFIO). It alleged that the
IFIN auditors connived with for-

merely an opinion, not a certificate

or a guarantee of anything. These DEBASHIS BASU
three ground rules defined the
(in)effectiveness of auditors for generations.

This isn’t a story of small companies and small
auditors alone. When Tata Finance was involved
in huge speculative market operations, circular
transactions and other suspect deals in early 2000s,
the Tatas commissioned A F Ferguson to do a spe-
cial audit. The Ferguson report, supervised by
senior partner Y M Kale, did not give a clean chit to
Tata directors. The Tatas rejected the report and
Ferguson, heavily dependent on the Tata group for
its revenues, sacked Mr Kale.

The system allows for redress against misde-
meanours but only on paper. You could complain

mer directors to conceal informa-

tion about wrongdoing. All this has

started to have a salutary effect.
Price Waterhouse & Co, another giant in audit, tax
and consulting, (banned in 2018 for two years by
the securities market regulator for its role in the
Satyam scam), resigned as statutory auditor of
Reliance Capital in June. It claims that the com-
pany “prevented it from performing its duties ...
and exercising independent judgment”.

These episodes have come at the right time as
institutional change is already underway with the
establishment of the National Financial Regulatory
Authority (NFRA) to regulate audit, accounting and
financial standards. The ICAI opposed the NFRA
tooth and nail from 2010 till 2017. The ICAI argues

itis a world-class regulator and the NFRA will only
impose additional costs, will create multiple regu-
latory bodies, and will not have competent staff in
adequate numbers. But the general perception is
that the ICAI has failed as a self-regulatory organi-
sation and so the NFRA is a reality.

Keep up the momentum

Auditors help regulators, the government, investors,
bankers and the public at large, not just the share-
holders who appoint them. Hence, the current
clean-up drive is badly needed and must be sus-
tained to ensure that it is not limited to a few inci-
dents that penalise just a few high-profile accoun-
tants. The first step would be to empower thousands
of smaller CAs who want to act independently, but
are at the mercy of promoters/managements. I per-
sonally know that when CAs set up shop, all of them
are keen to do a professional job. They don’t want
to be part of accounting fiddles. They need to see
that the NFRA succeeds and witness the triumph
of fairness and truth in their own profession.

The second step would be to raise auditing stan-
dards. For instance, the Securities and Exchange
Board of India is thinking of making the auditor of
parent companies responsible for the accounts of
subsidiaries. Other countries have also slowly
moved away from the watchdog metaphor and now
demand a far greater duty of care. The third step
would be to impose special standards for auditors
of financial firms, where fragility is the highest,
because they are always playing with large sums of
other people’s money. Lord Denning wrote about
auditors in 1958: “To perform his task properly he
must come to it with an enquiring mind — not sus-
picious of dishonesty.” However, I suspect if
Denning and Lopes were to rule today, they would
say when it came to banks and financial institutions,
auditors should be bloodhounds, with minds that
are not only enquiring but also suspicious.

Thewriter is the editor of www.moneylife.in
Twitter: @Moneylifers

The politics of the US Supreme Court
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BOOK REVIEW

EVAN THOMAS

n February 12, 2016, Justice
O Antonin Scalia died of a heart

attack at a remote luxury resort
in West Texas. The Republican Senate
leader, Mitch McConnell, wasted no time
declaring that his party would not allow
President Obama to fill the Supreme
Court vacancy.

There were still more than 340 days left
in Obama’s term, plenty of time for con-
firmation hearings, but the Republican
senators wouldn’t even talk to Obama’s
nominee, the thoroughly worthy and
decent Merrick Garland. Democrats loudly
protested, portraying McConnell as “the
obstructionist in chief.” (McConnell “hap-

pily embraced his image as the dark lord
of the Senate,” Mr Hulse notes, and cov-
ered a wall of his office with prints of edi-
torial cartoons “saying all sorts of nasty
things about him.”) But the Democrats
were hardly in a position to complain.

In 2003, the Democratic Senate leader,
Harry Reid, had led the first-ever success-
ful filibuster of a nominee to the federal
court of appeals, Miguel Estrada. Then,
in 2013, when the Republicans played tit-
for-tat and began holding up Democratic
nominees to the federal courts in the
Obama administration, Mr Reid “went
nuclear,” in Senate parlance, engineering
an end to the filibuster in judicial nomi-
nations — a move that left lingering “bit-
terness,” Mr Hulse says.

“Blatant hypocrisy,” Mr Hulse declares
in this entertaining and shrewd book, is a
“defining characteristic” of the United
States Senate, certainly in the 21st century.
“With control of the Senate frequently
shifting between the parties, senators had
to master the art of the 180-degree turn,
instantly adopting the language and tac-

tics of the opposition party as soon as they
exchanged places.”

Shamelessness paid off for the
Republicans. Mr McConnell boasted that
by preserving an open seat on the
Supreme Court, he helped elect Trump
president, and Mr Hulse offers polling
data to back up this claim. President
Trump gloated over the opportunity to
stock the rest of the federal bench with
conservatives. “You know, when I got
in, we had over 100 federal judges
that weren’t appointed,” Mr Trump
declared to a crowd in March 2018. “Now
I don’t know why Obama left that. It was
like a big, beautiful present to all of us.
Why the hell did he leave that? Maybe he
got complacent.” Actually, Mr Obama
left so many judgeships unfilled because
the Republicans were able to obstruct
and delay.

The Trump administration would
not let the same thing happen. Mr Hulse
colourfully describes Trump’s all-out
assault. His chief strategist was the
White House counsel Don McGahn, “an

unusual mix of conventional Wash-
ington Republican and former long-
haired radical libertarian who was an
excellent guitar player in a beach bar
cover band on the side,” Hulse writes.

He set about this with a single-minded
zeal that would have made James Madison
blanch. “Previous administrations
reviewed and picked judges via judicial rec-
ommendation committees, exhaustive
review and consultation with the Justice
Department,” Hulse says. With Mr Trump’s
backing, Mr McGahn “wanted to dispense
with all that,” and by and large he was able
to, thanks to a compliant Republican
Senate leadership. Well into Mr Trump’s
term, the president had appointed 30 fed-
eral appellate judges (about one-sixth of
the total) and 53 lower court judges, as well
as a Supreme Court justice — Neil Gorsuch,
who filled Scalia’s vacant seat.

At the same time, Mr McGahn could
be subtle. He signaled to Justice Anthony
Kennedy, who was nearly 82 years old, that
if he stepped down, Trump would replace
him with a former Kennedy clerk, Brett

Kavanaugh. Kennedy may have been anx-
ious about Trump’s somewhat highhand-
ed view of the judiciary, but Mr McGahn
knew that Kennedy had a vain side.
Gorsuch had also clerked for Kennedy at
the Supreme Court.

Mr Hulse, the chief Washington corre-
spondent for The New York Times, is not a
knee-jerk Trump critic. He actually credits
Mr Trump with “cutting through much of
the high-minded malarkey about the neu-
trality of judges with a single tweet.”

Still, as Mr Hulse points out, there is a
reason judges go to great lengths to appear
impartial and neutral (and, of course,
some truly try to be). The legitimacy of
the court depends on a public perception
that the justices are fair-minded referees
in the political battles that break out
between branches of government (Exhibit
A: the constitutional crisis now erupting
over enforcement of congressional sub-
poenas on the Trump administration).
Democracy depends on customs and
norms as well as written rules; civility and
comity as well as up-or-down votes.
Trashing the time-honoured process for
nominating and confirming justices can
have unintended consequences.

Power can cut both ways. In personnel

as well as policy, the rule is live by the
sword, die by the sword: The all-powerful
Don McGahn was sacked by Trump for
disloyalty when he evaded the president’s
apparent bidding to obstruct justice. As a
longtime Washington correspondent, Mr
Hulse is an expert guide through the
machinations on Capitol Hill. He does not
offer any revelations about Mr Kavanaugh,
searingly accused of sexual assault as a
high school student. But he offers a telling
scene of Mr McGahn coaching Mr
Kavanaugh to push back, hard, against
his congressional inquisitors. The tactic
worked; Mr Kavanaugh survived. But the
spectacle was unedifying and, possibly, a
harbinger of worse to come.

©2019 The New York TimesNews Service

CONFIRMATION BIAS
Inside Washington's War
Over the Supreme Court,
From Scalia's Death to
Justice Kavanaugh

(arl Hulse
Harper/HarperCollins Publishers; $28.99; 310 pages
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Budgeting to
boost investment

Cutting corporate taxes, or RBI cutting repo, won’t help much if

Opinion

HEWORD SATYAGRAHA,
meaning polite insistence
for truth, is associated
with political movements
of Mahatma Gandhi for

FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH

WITH BT COTTON, INDIA GAINED ABOUT $67 BN IN FOREX FROM EXTRA EXPORTS OF COTTON &
COTTON YARN, AND SAVINGS IN IMPORTS, OVER FY03-FY1/, COMPARED TO BUSINESS AS USUAL

Satyagraha for

(2% THERESA MAY AND BREXIT

President of France, Emanuel Macron

All the way through the negotiations she's been
incredibly loyal and respectful, she never stood in the
way of Europe. We sometimes disagreed but she never
took the discussions on the future or Europe hostage

HT Bt cotton and Bt brinjal

Today, about 90-95% cotton area
is under Bt cotton, and India has
emerged as the largest producer and
second largest exporter of cotton in
the world. In a much more detailed

GULATI

Infosys chair professor for agriculture, Icrier
Views are personal

civil rights, first in South Africa and
later in India. The famous 24-day
Dandi March (also known as Salt

study that I did with Kavery Ganguly,
we estimated that due to this 'gene
revolution' India gained about $67

the government’s policies are seen to be hitting investments

HOUGH GOVERNMENT ECONOMISTS have done a comprehensive job of
demolishing ex-CEA Arvind Subramanian’s argument that India has overesti-
mated its GDP growth by as much as 2.5 percentage points,what is worrying is
that while average growth for FY19 may be a little over 6.8%, that for the Janu-
aryto March quarter (Q4) hasfallen toamere 5.8%versus 8.1%ayearago. It is this growth
level that India has to pullitself up from,and the prospectsaren’t good,which iswhy some
forecasts are looking at an FY20 growth that is lower than that in the previous year.
While growth in private consumption levels have remained at the same 7% level in
both Q1 and Q4 of FY19 (they fell from 12% to 10% in terms of current prices), invest-
ment growth has collapsed from 13% to 4% (and from 17% to 7% in current prices).In
such a scenario, the only way GDP growth can pick up is if investment levels or govern-
ment consumption rises dramatically—it grew from 7% in Q1 to 13% in Q4 in constant
prices,and from 12% to 16% in current prices—but with the government quite cash-
strapped, thatisn’ta possibility; in any case, since government expenditure is just 9-10%
of GDP, thereisjust that much it can achieve.Indeed, given the NBFC crisis,and its impact
on credit growth, the downside pressure on GDP growth is even higher.
Somearguethat,alongwithasharp cutin corporate taxrates—India’sareamongst the
highest in the world—a sharper cut in repo rates
by RBIwill do a lot to stimulate investment; so,
while finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman can
do the first in the budget, RBI Governor Shak-
tikanta Das will do the rest in the next credit pol-
icy. Both moves will help, but how muchisnot | 90149 5.8
clear.Even if RBI cuts repo, this may not translate 7.5
into lower rates foravariety of reasons, including

GDP growth slows...
(At 2011-12 prices; % chg, y-o0-y)

10.5;

the fact that the government-mandated savings e

rates on ‘small deposits’ puts a floor to bank- | 4.5

deposit rates and, in turn, lending rates. And tax 30L

cuts can’t help if the investment climate is poor. QIFY13 Q4FY19

Ifaninvestorina power plant can’t get enough
coal to run it because the public sector monopo-
list Coal India isn’t producing enough,orifabank-

...as does investment
Gross fixed capital formation at
current prices (% chg, y-o-y)

rupt state electricity board can’t eitherbuy the |7 5. e 6.6
power or pay for it on time, howwill alower inter- |
14.0 -

estrate oratax cut help?

Though these are not strictly budget issues, |10.5 ]
traditionallybudgetsare used tomakelargerpol- | ;| l
icyannouncements thatwill be followed through
duringtheyear; so,apart from theactual numbers 3
on deficits etc, Sitharaman’s budget will be | 0.0

watched for whether the government uses it to el A HE QLAY LA

shed its anti-industry image.

In the case of telecom, as this newspaper has catalogued regularly, the investment cli-
mate turned hostile even before RJio’s entrywith its verylow tariffs; while the government
used to charge industry a revenue-share at the time it gave out spectrum almost free, it
carried onwith this even afterit started chargingan arm and aleg for the spectrum. It was
relatively easy for prime minister Narendra Modi to fix this,but Congress president Rahul
Gandbhi’s suit-boot-ki-sarkaar jibe seemed to have given him cold feet.

Intheoiland gas sector,despite Modi’s professed aim to lowerimport dependence, oil-
cosdonot get the market price forall their output.In the case of natural gas,only that pro-
duced from new fields will get the market price; but if firms don’t make higher profits on
their existing production, howwill they invest to find new gas? And while firms are free to
get market pricesin the case of oil, if the government specifieswhich buyersare to gethow
much oil, thisensures there is noreal price discovery.Nothing exemplifies this anti-investor
attitude better than the government’s treatment of UK firm Cairn Energywhich,withina
fewyears, produced a fourth of India’s oil output. It was slapped with a retrospective tax,
its sharesworth S 1bnwere confiscated and dividends etcworth $300-400mn were appro-
priated; indeed,when Cairn (by then sold to Vedanta) wanted an extension of its lease—so
thatit could add to India’s oil production—the government agreed onlyif Cairn raised the
revenue it would share by awhopping 10 percentage points (bit.ly/20ZUy21).

In the case of minerals like coal and iron ore—even without oil, they comprise 25% of
India’simports,and 55% with oil—hardly 10% of India’s geology has been explored even
though doubling this can create another 5 million jobs.Apart from unconscionable delays
in getting environment clearances,as in the telecom sector, rapacious government levies
are a big problem; as compared to 8-129% levels globally, Indian levies on most non-oil
minerals work out to around 30% of top-line revenues. The government is focused on
increasing the country’s overall exports—this can’t be doneif taxesand interest rates aren’t
slashed and rigid labourlaws abolished—but ifimports of minerals fall due to higherlocal
production, the forex impact is the same.

Ifinvestment levels have fallen dramatically due to poor government policy,so has FDI,
from 1.9% of GDPin FY16to1.6%in FY19.If the government changes it policy on e-com-
merceafterWalmart spent $16bn to buy Flipkart, forinstance, it is difficult to see how for-
eign investors are going to remain enthused. Certainly, PE funds and others will bring in
money to take advantage of the bargains available at the NCLT, but greenfield investment
requires a more predictable regime.

Much like in 1991, the budget will be watched for whether it unleashes a slew of
reforms, the new industrial policy that President Ram Nath Kovind spoke of on Thurs-
day. How sweeping the reformswill be depends on whether prime minister Modi thinks
Indiaisina crisis. Given the state of the fisc, the falling investment levels and the rising
joblessness, the crisis is apparent even if no one is mortgaging their gold.

WrongDOSE

WHO legitimises TCM; traditional medicine shouldn't be
dismissed, but surely the unscientific should be discarded?

LTERNATIVE MEDICINE—non-allopathic medicine—has always been viewed
with scepticism. But no form perhaps elicitsas much scornas Traditional Chinese
Medicine (TCM).It could be because its dependence on animal partsand its inex-
plicable popularity—inexplicable because there is very little evidence of most
medicines/cure delivering—in China and abroad has led to entire species tottering and
crashing.There are cases of success too.Artemisinin, the malaria cure that won Tu Youyou,
a practitioner of TCM, the medicine Nobel in 2015, has been described in TCM texts. Now,
theWHO hasincluded TCM in its International Classification of Diseases,a highlyinfluen-
tial text used to decide diagnosis protocols,and highly regarded by the insurance industry.
An artemisinin perhaps justifies such warming to TCM, but the fact is that for one
artemisinin, there are hundreds of dubious products and “medicines” that will also receive
legitimacywith suchablanket nod. Given howthe Chinese government has doubled down
onsupporttoTCM even though it claims thatitwill only promote evidence-based medicine,
the chances are that TCM will receive an unprecendented boost with the WHO's endorse-
ment. While traditional medicine shouldn't be dismissed, the unscientific must be dis-
carded. WHO legitmising TCM makes this all the more difficult.

March), a nonviolent civil disobedi-
ence against the British monopoly on
salt in 1930, became a symbol of
Satyagraha.

But today, it is much in news
because of the civil disobedience
movement launched by supporters of
Shetkari Sanghatana (SS), a farmers'
organisation, to defy the controls by
Government of India (Gol) on the
planting of Herbicide Tolerant (HT) Bt
cotton and Bt brinjal. SSwas founded
by the late Sharad Joshi, one of the
most prominent farmers' leader in
independent India. He gave up his
cushy position in the United Nations
to fight for the cause of farmers' free-
dom to choose the best farm tech-
nologies and to sell their produce to
the mostlucrative marketsat home or
abroad. Unfortunately, governments
since independence, no matter how
much they swear by the name of
farmers, have constrained our farm-
ers'access tobest farm technologies as
well as best markets. That's a painful
fact which has imposed massive
implicit taxation on Indian peasantry
to the tune of about $700 billion
(cumulative) from 2000-01 to 2016-
17,aspera 2018 OECD-ICRIER study.

HT Bt cotton is not legally allowed
by Gol. But, the government's own
committee has estimated that it is
being planted on about 15-17% of
cotton area. Growing any GMO crop
illegally attractsa five year imprison-
ment and a fine of ¥100,000. But so
far,no one had been arrested and the
illegal trade has been thriving for
quite some years. It speaks of not just
amassive governance failure butalso
its connivance with unscrupulous

seed companies where thieves are
thriving. Farmers want that technol-
ogy and are buying those seeds in
black markets, at prices much above
those declared by the government for
non-HT Bt seeds. Now, when SS sup-
porters are openly defying govern-
ment regulation, Gol has suddenly
woken up and asked for action from
Maharashtra government. Newspa-
per reports suggest that one farmer
with HT Bt seeds has also been
arrested. If the government is really
serious not to allow this, let it showits
might by arresting hundreds of thou-
sands of farmers who have already
planted HT Bt cotton. And why not
first arrest the fraudulent seed com-
panies that have been selling these
seeds illegally and without any
patent. Most people in this trade
know who these local companies are
and whose shelter they have politi-
cally. The big multinational compa-
nies, who are the original innovators
of HT Bt cotton, have stayed away
from this messybusiness and,in fact,
have decided to withdraw most of
their high biotech farm technology
from India.

Let us peep into this brave new
world of GMOs for better under-
standing. GMO's have been present
on the global platform since 1996
and by 2017, for which I have the lat-
est data, were being planted on
almost 190 million hectares around
the world. A total of about 67 coun-
tries have accepted GM crops, of
which 24 are planting and others
importing and consuming. GMO

Budget blues

Indian politicians and economic

commentators put too much faith in

the idea that the government is the
sole determinant of growth or

stagnation

WHAT ECONOMIC ISSUE failed to
appear on the hustings during the
election campaign? Not growth, not
farmers’ distress, not jobs, not GST,
nor demonetisation. It was inflation.
The price of onions has scuttled gov-
ernments in the past, but, this time,
inflation was fast asleep, dormant. It
was the best illustration of an intelli-
gent policy formulation and imple-
mentation processinalongtime.The
legislation to give Monetary Policy
Committee its autonomy and a clear
remit obviously helped. Urjit Patel
was known as an inflation hawk when
hewas a Deputy Governor at RBI and
continued to be one as Governor.

RBI has been much criticised for
keeping the real rate of interest too
high. It has been blamed for thwart-
ing growth. Growth numbersareina
meltdown at present because of what
the former CEAhasarguedinarecent
research paper. I share with many
others my scepticism about his
results for technical reasons, which I
reserve for later. But if the Indian
economy had an average of 7% for
fiveyearsasIbelieveitdid,howcould
the anti-inflationary stance of RBI
have been growth-reducing?

Real interest rate, calculated sim-
ply as the nominal rate minus some
measure of inflation, is only a first
approximation. India has also had
huge problems of fragility in the
banking and non-banking credit
markets. The NPAs of the PSU banks
have begun to be brought under con-
trol with the IBC and NCLT. That
fragility, by itself, should put a pre-
mium on the real rate of interest. RBI
has also urged prudent regulation of
the lenders. Add to that the ILFS col-
lapse, and what we see is not that
there was a shortage of credit, but
rampant wild lending. RBI has been
the responsible charioteer of the

financial economy, keeping inflation
low and preventing further deterio-
ration of the PSU banks’ balance
sheets.The non-banking sector needs
better regulation.

There is great concern lately over
the growth slowdown in the last two
quarters.Ibelieve thisisacycle,nota
trend. Firstis the uncertainty around
election of a new government. Sec-
ondly, the ILFS collapse frightened
investors. Credit dried up. Many peo-
ple ask the Budget to address the
slowdown urgently.Ibelieve it would
be a mistake. The economy will
recover partly by its own dynamic as
the political uncertainty has come to
an end. RBI is also cautiously driving
the interest rate down.

The growth performance of the
economy has been remarkable. It is
good to see that now 7% GDP growth
is regarded as the norm, and 6%
invites comments such as ‘tottering
economy’. The economy has struc-
tural problems, especially in the
farming sector where there are far
too many small farms that barely
yield subsistence. There is a need to
facilitate the transfer of subsistence
farmers to more viable activity,
preferably in rural areas near where
they live. This is not a problem to be
tackled in a Budget, but over the five
years coming.

As to the technical debate about
over/mis-estimation of growth rates,
my view is that the problem is inher-
ent if you seek to measure the real
GDP. The problems of deflation are
enormous. The data are fragile and
aggregation difficult. An attempt to
get abetter handle on corporate earn-
ings hasled to debate about the valid-
ity of a new data set, etc. My view is
that we should concentrate on mea-
suring the nominal GDP that avoids
problems of double deflation, etc.

DESAI

Prominent economist and
Labour peer

crops range from soya bean, corn and
cotton, to papaya, brinjal, and even
apples and potatoes! And the land-
scaperanges from developed nations
like the US and Canada to developing
ones like Brazil, Argentina, India, Pak-
istan and China (see graph). There
have been no cases of human deaths,
disease, or injury from their produc-
tion or consumption.

It may be noted that Bangladesh,
not shown in the graph, has also
adopted Bt brinjal and area under that
is fast catching up. Bt brinjal is an
interesting case studyasitwas cleared
byIndia's GEACwaybackin 2009, but
our environment ministry, under
pressure from NGOs, could not gather
the courage to release it. Now that
Bangladesh has taken the same tech-
nology from an Indian firm,and is fast
scaling it up, will it not be stupid on
our part to presume that it will not
enter West Bengal,if it has not already
done so? Gol needs to wake up!

Almost a similar situation had
arisen in March 2002, when it was
found that some Indian farmers had
planted Bt cotton. The Vajpayee gov-
ernment examined the whole issue
considering both bio-safetyand farm-
ers'needs.Then,it tookabold decision
on March 26, 2002 to legally allow
planting of Bt cotton, the first GM
crop of India and the only one so far.
He extended the original slogan of 'Jai
Jawan, Jai Kisan' given by Shastri to
include 'Jai Vigyan' He was very clear
that our agriculture should be sci-
ence-based. Look at the results of this
one bold decision by late PM Vajpayee.

-
After all, we spend nominal income
and the government collects its taxes
and spends in nominal income terms.
The attempt to get to real GDP is
based on the idea that it is a better
truer measure of welfare.

Keynes, in his General Theory
(Chapter 4),argued that the search for
real GDP is based on a misunder-
standing of what income measures, it
is measure of economic activity. We
make our saving and investment
decisions in nominal income terms.
You can calculate nominal GDP
immediately whereas it takes a while
to get to GDP for any time period.
Deflate it by the Consumers Price
Index if you want to correct for infla-
tion.Or deflate it by the exchange rate
to check for excess inflation relative
to the rest of the world. The prime
minister chose the dollar value of
nominal GDPin setting the target for
the next five years, from $2.5 trillion
to S5 trillion. That is the correct
framework for policy.

Indian politicians and economic
commentators have a very peculiar
view of how the economyworks, They
put too much credulity in the idea
that the government is the sole deter-
minant of growth or stagnation. This
is why there is a lot of hope and hype
around the Budget.But, the economy
is run by millions of us consumers,
workers, business people, investors.
The government can only operate at
the margin to steer the economy
slightly one way or another. Most gov-
ernments misjudge the timing and
extent of the intervention necessary.
Finance minister Nirmala Sithara-
man has experience of having worked
inthe private sector.l expect hertobe
aware of the pressure of being hyper-
active. Finance ministers need to be
aware of the Hippocratic Oath: Above
all,dono harm.

billionin foreign exchange from extra
exports of cotton and cottonyarn,and
savings in imports, over the period
2002-03 to 2016-17, compared to
business as usual. But more important
are the gains to cotton farmers,whose
incomes doubled. And the maximum
gain was to Gujarati farmers. In fact,
we found that Gujarat's'agrarian mir-
acle' of 8% average annual growth
rate in agri-GDP during Narendra
Modi'sregimeas CM from 2002-03 to
2013-14 was triggered and lead by Bt
cotton. And this was the famous
Gujarat development model thatalso
helped him become the PM of India.

It won't be an exaggeration to say
that Bt cotton has been the secret
force behind Modi's political suc-
cesses! Given this, can India under
Modi 2.0 emerge as a leader in bio-
farm technologies, including GMO?
Only time will tell.

Major countries growing

GMO crops (area in million ha, 2017)

Area under Biotech crops (covering 96%
of global area under biotech crops)
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LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

NEP and skills

Apropos of the article "New
education policy is a great
opportunity to define history," (FE,
June 18), it must be kept in mind
that young India is advancing to
the peak of its demographic
bulge—which means that
education and skill development
are likely to be a top priority for
the decades to come. At the same
time, NEP is a golden opportunity
to bring vocational education into
mainstream. While it makes a
mention of removing the 'hard
separation' of '‘vocational' and
‘academic' streams, learning and
training should be considered as
parallel aspects of education right
from foundation schools. Also,
introducing vocational education
right from the foundational stage
is the key to removing the taboo
attached to it. Lastly, if we want to
make our education system
effective, one of the most
important stakeholders is
teachers. A thorough programme
right from policy level to redefine
the role and development of
teachers needs to be undertaken.
— Ratesh Gumber, Mumbai

Presidential address

The president's joint addres tp
both houses of the Parliament was
disappointing as it just repeated
the agenda and promises made by
the BJP government five years
ago, which remain unfulfilled. The
president was totally silent on
unemployment and agriculture
crises in the country. In the last
five years, the country has
witnessed falling GDP growth and
its highest unemployment rate in
45 years. It is hoped that the
promises made by the Modi
government will be implemented
in the coming term, failing which,
people of India will show the same
exist door to BJP which they did to
the Congress Party.

— Bhagwan Thadani, on e-mail
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TTOOK A long time coming, but
now there are two sets of drafts of
education policyavailablewith the
government. When the NDA had
earlier come to power in 2014, a
committee, headed by late TSR Subra-
manian, had been constituted towork on
a policy. It submitted its report within a
couple of years, but thereafter yet
another group, headed by Dr K Kasturi-
rangan, was constituted to prepare
another draft of the new education pol-
icy.This group has submitted a draft that
has been placed for comments in public
domain. Only time will tell whether and
when will we finally have a new educa-
tion policy.

Considering the diversity of the coun-
try, the moot point is whether there is a
need for another education policy?
Shouldn’t the countryattempt to develop
action plans for each state clearly outlin-
ing what needs to be done, how will it be
done,whowilldoit,and bywhenwillitbe
done to provide quality education to
every child in the country? However,now
that a draft has been put in public
domain, let us look at the salient aspects
and their relevance in the context of
improving the quality of education.

The draft policy touches upon almost
all the aspects of school education, but
themoot pointiswhetherthe draft diag-
noses the problems that afflict the sector
appropriately, whether there are pre-
scriptions that were not alreadyavailable,
and whether the suggested prescriptions
can be delivered on the ground?

The initial years of a child are critical
for her overall development. The draft
recommends inclusion of preschool
education, and this is welcome. But this
is nothing new. Such provisions have
already been incorporated in Samagra
Shiksha that was launched a year and a
half ago. The new scheme sought to
amalgamate the ongoing Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan (SSA) and the Rashtriya Mad-
hyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA), apart
from extending eligibility under the
scheme to preschool education and
classes 11 and 12 thatwere hithertonot
available for these segments.

The focus of the draft is on the
teacher.The teacher,undoubtedly,liesat
the pivot of school education. Issues
relating to pre-service training, selection
of teachers and in-service training for
upgrading of skills have been high-
lighted in the report. However, all these
aspects are well known. The report
should have gone into the reasons for
issues like prevalence of poor pre-service
training facilities in the country. There
arealarge number of virtually non-exis-
tent B.Ed (Bachelor of Education) and
D.ELEd (Diploma in Elementary Educa-
tion) colleges that are imparting train-
ing to teachers. The draft does not sug-
gest anything new to resolve this issue.
Then there is wishful thinking in the
draft about recruitment of teachers—
which is beset with scams. The draft
doesn’t suggest any foolproof mecha-
nism to select teachers.In the absence of
appropriately trained teachers before
they get down to teaching, and unless
there is a transparent recruitment of
teachers in government schools, not
much is likely to improve in delivering
quality education. Some states have
done wonderful workin this regard.The
draft report should have examined and
mentioned such examples that could be
replicated in other states.

The draft recognises the role that
DIKSHA (a portal already in place for
teachers) plays in imparting in-service
training. DIKSHA has many more fea-
tures relating to teachers. These should
havebeen discussed in the report,as this
portal hasthe potential to resolve alarge
number of issues relating to teachers.

Arevision of the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) has been talked about
forawhile.The draft suggests changesin
the frameworkand rightlylays emphasis
onbringingin ethical contentin the cur-
riculum. However, the last time the cur-
riculum framework was revised (in
2005),it did not require anew education
policy.Should we wait for the policy todo
itnow?

The draft recommends large-scale
changes in the conduct of examina-
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NEW EDUCATION POLICY

Too many
unanswered

questions

The draft does not provide for a definitive and time-
bound action plan. It accepts the fact that “the challenge
is the ability to implement the policy,” but does precious
little to address this part. The issues that beset education

require to be addressed forthwith without waiting for a
policy that may take a long time coming

tions by boards, as also introduction of
examinations at various levels. How-
ever, no mention is made about the
practical problems and the cost of con-
ducting such exams. A separate regula-
tory authority for school education has
also been suggested. However,whether
such changes would help in qualitative
improvements in learning outcomes is
debatable. There are other ambitious
recommendations, including those
relating to ‘school complexes’. Apart
from the issues relating to the utility
and efficacy of such institutions, the
million-dollar question is how and
from where will the money come from?
Similarly, the need for having counsel-
lors in schools cannot be denied, but
how are funds going to become avail-
able? Foranyidea to fructify,it has tobe
politically-acceptable, socially-desir-
able, technologically-feasible, finan-
cially-viable, administratively-doable
and judicially-tenable. When the states
are struggling to pay regular salaries of
teachers,howwill theybe able to imple-
ment these recommendations?

Non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) are doing phenomenal work in
the field to improve the quality of edu-
cation. There is just a passing reference
about the role of NGOs in the draft. The
need for scaling up public-private part-
nership is missing in the report. Such ini-
tiatives do not require major infusion of
funds from the government and can be
very effective.

A large number of students are
migrating to private schools. The draft
does not delve into the details of why is
this happening, and should it happen?
Instead of pushing private schools not to
use the term ‘public’,efforts should have
been made to get to the bottom of the
problem.Is the growth of private schools
necessarily a problem? Private schools
are playing an importantrolein impart-
ing school education, and will continue
to do so.There are, indeed, a few unre-
solved issues relating to private schools.
These issues need to be addressed. How-
ever, to do so, we have to get over the
‘bias’ that we have against them. There
could/should have been an out-of-the-
box thinking in this regard.

The contentious Section 12(1)(c) of
the Right to Education (RTE) Act pro-
vides for mandatory schooling of chil-
drenbelonging toweaker sections of the
society. This has been termed as ‘well-
intentioned’. There isan admission of the
fact of its inappropriate implementa-
tion. The draft, however, does not sug-
gest any remedy except a ‘review’. This
exercise should have been done by the
group and not leave it to another group.

Alot of faith has been reposed in the
draft on the RTE Act. There is a recom-
mendation to extend it toall the remain-
ing classes in the school. This legislation
seems to have done more damage to
school education. Assessments have
revealed that the learning outcomes
since the enactment of the law have
actually shown a negative trend.

The ‘language’ issue has already cre-
ated a huge controversy. Why was this
issue considered at all in the first place
in the draft? Can a ‘formula’be imposed
onthestates? Should such a‘formula’be
imposed? These aspects should have
been looked into before making a rec-
ommendation.

The draft does not provide for a
definitive and time-bound action plan.
It accepts the fact that “the challenge is
the ability to implement the policy,”but
does precious little to address this part.
There is,indeed, no dearth of diagnosis
and prescription. The problem is of
application. The draft neither analyses
why such initiatives have failed in the
past, nor does it come up with specific
recommendations on how to make it
happen on the ground. The issues that
beset education require to be addressed
forthwith without waiting for a policy
that may take a long time coming. Plans
have already been prepared for Uttar
Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir.What
is required is to prepare such action
plans for each state separately, as each
state hasa different set of issues,and set
up amechanism toensureimplementa-
tion of these plans.
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Ensuring quality

learning for all
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Modi 2.0’s first Budget must address
poverty & quality education as binaries

RIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi famously

said during his victory speech, “India has only

two classes, the poor and those who have the

responsibility to eliminate poverty.” Lack of edu-

cation is a significant cause of poverty and
access to learning an indisputable alleviator. The people of
India, therefore,will expect Nirmala Sitharaman’s first Bud-
get to address poverty alleviation and quality education as
binaries.Lack of access to quality education hampers school
and life preparedness.Add to this shortage of teachers,and
inadequate training, and one has a complete recipe for a
learning crisis hitting the nation.

Public spending on education: When expressed as a per-
centage of GDP, the expenditure has fluctuated: from 4.1%
in 2000-01,downto 3.3%in 2004-05,upto4.4%in 2013-
14,and down again to sub-4%o, as per government figures.
Arecent strategy documentation released by the NITI Aayog
has recognised the need to increase this spending to 6% of
GDP.The draft NEP(2019) also envisions doubling of expen-
diture on education over 10 years.

Two more commitments of the government require
additional allocation. First, extending the provisions of the
RTEACT 2009,and the draft NEP 2019 recommends provi-
sion for free and compulsory education for all children and
adolescents between the ages of 3 and 18,and entails addi-
tional outlays.Second, Indiaisa signatory to the UN’sagenda
of Sustainable Development Goals, specifically Goal No 4,
Quality Education for all, to be achieved by 2030. Massive
funding is required to meet these commitments.

A detailed look at education presents two perspectives:
psychological and societal —the former deals with learners,
teachers, pedagogy and curriculum, and the latter offers us
alenstolookat the societal context in which learning occurs
(formal, informal and non-formal). We need a comprehen-
sive budgetary provision for building great institutionswith
an influential culture of knowledge and a long pipeline of
committed and well-equipped teachers.On the otherhand,
it focuses on promoting skills and curiosity-driven educa-
tion, for which we need additional resources.

Initiatives such as the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan received significant
funding previously,impacting the enrolment and retention
positively up to the secondary level. Further impetus is in
demand toimprove the teacher-pupil ratio,in-service teacher
education,and reform in curriculum and digitalisation.The
announcement made in 2018 to bring various schemes
under one umbrella through the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan is
expected to take shape in the upcoming Budget. Linked to
these efforts is the launch of the Rashtriya Avishkar
Abhiyan—an Indian version of STEM education in the West—
fostering creativityand enquirywithin the areas of sciences,
mathematics and technology. The previous funding of Rs
198 crore needs a solid top-up this time around to promote
linkages between schools and institutes of highereducation.
Such programmes in advanced countries such as Australia
and the US have a successful track record. The proposed
launch of ‘Revitalising Infrastructure and Systems in Educa-
tion (RISE) by 2022’,announced by Piyush Goyal in thisyear’s
Interim Budget, deserves a stamp of approval.

In addition, a focus on girls’ education through Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao; Scheme to Provide Quality Education
in Madrasas (SPQEM); the School Assessment Programme;
and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya National Mission on
Teachers and Teaching—through adequate funding—have
the potential to reform education like never before. Linked
toavertingalearning crisisis theimportance of investing in
motherand childcare. Malnourishment, stunted growth and
poorbody-weight ratioamong children under 5 years of age
isa serious concern.

It seems the direction provided by the draft NEP 2019,
the country’s commitment to UN SDGs,and rising people’s
aspirations will drive the significant pronouncements for
the education sectorin the Budget speech on July 5.A Union
Budget is not like a parent’s wallet doling out of pocket
expenses to the offspring. It is about a vision, creating value
for qualitylife,and how to raise robust human capital.It’sno
wonder, then, that parents spend the most on education of
their children, of all the expenses. Should the first woman
full-time finance minister not do the same?

BLISSING OUT

Mushroom journey,
the trip of a lifetime

Psychedelic tourism is a niche but growing market. The
retreats are organised around a “ceremony”

“IT WAS LIKE being transported into a
parallel dimension of eternal unfolding
completeness and divine bliss.Very pow-
erful, direct and overwhelming. It was a
big surprise,but also incredibly obvious.
A ‘Doh!” moment, rather like Homer
Simpson,’ says Guy,a South African who
runs an online-marketing company
from Stockholm, and who attended a
retreat last month organised by the Psy-
chedelic Society, a British outfit, at a
rural artist’s haven in the north-east of
the Netherlands. Magic mushrooms
were banned in the Netherlands in 2007,
aftera 17-year-old partakerjumped offa
bridge. But “truffles”, a form of the
mushrooms that growunderground,are
legal, and underpin a growing business
in weekend trips. Prices for the Psyche-
delic Society’s retreats range from £550
($700), for those on low incomes, to
£1,200.Applicants are screened to weed

out people who should not take the drug,
such as those who have had psychotic
episodes. The society has organised
retreats for threeyearsand now runs one
most weekends.The waitinglistis in the
hundreds.

At the one Guyjoined in May, nation-
alities ranged from American through a
range of Europeans to Chinese; motiva-
tions from mild curiosity, through a
sense of being emotionally or profes-
sionally stuck, to grief. Guy hoped to
“mend mybroken heart”: his partner had
left him and their one-year-old son two
years earlier.

The retreats are organised around a
“ceremony”,in which participants, lying
on mattresses, drink a tea made from
truffles. While they trip for five or six
hours, four facilitators staywith them, to
hold their hands if they get scared or lis-
ten to their babblings. The rest of the

time is taken up with exercise,dance and
“group work” (on, for instance, lowering
emotional defences). Lode Lhamo, a
French facilitatorwho adopted a Tibetan
name after becoming a Buddhist in
India, says the whole team is motivated
by “the level of wounding and pain that
people carry. We can’t really transform
society unless people heal themselves.” +

Competition is growing. Synthesis
Retreats started last year and expects
600-700 clients in 2019 and twice as
many next year. Martijn Schirp, a
founder, thinks about 20 firms offer a
similar service in the Netherlands.There
are others in Mexico, where possession
has been decriminalised, and Jamaica,
where mushrooms arelegal.“Thiswhole
space is buzzing. There are converging
trends: the psychedelic renaissance,
wellness, and people looking to buy
experiences rather than things,” says Mr
Schirp.

A few weeks on, Guy does not think
his life has been transformed, but he is
grateful for the experience and things
are goingalittle betterwith his ex.“I had
a conversation with her,about things like
money,schedules and holidays.The kind
of conversation that would normally be
difficult. But when things escalated, I
was able to pull back a bit.” He feels
things have somehow shifted.“I don’t
want to make out this is a broken-heart
medicine, but even if it’s a trick of the
mind, it kind of worked.”

THE ECONOMIST

Leadership in
Innovation economy

Business leaders have to continuously stare into the future

NEOTIA
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THE GRAVITY OF business growth is shift-
ing from capital to creativity. Today,the most
valuable companies in the world are pri-
marilyinnovators.

In the innovation economy,a disruptive
mindset is the key to business leadership. It
isalsoessential tobreakawayfrom the busi-
ness models that cannot keep up with the
market’s evolution. A modern business
leadermusthaveastrategytoreinventeven
asuccessful business.The innovation econ-
omy takes away security from businesses,
but it offers unprecedented rewards in the
form of lightning-fast growth and great
market dominance. In the newworld, mar-
ket belongs to the most vigorous innovator.
The first-mover advantage is brief because
capital and technology are easily accessible.
It is much easier to imitate and enhance a
successful productin theneweconomythan

it used to be. Now, a company has to be not
only quick with innovations, it has to con-
tinuously listen to the user and upgrade
products frequently. Business leaders need
to be relentless in growing the company’s
innovation capability.

The main feature of innovation in the
new economy is delivery of total solution to
the customer.Aggregationand intermedia-
tionare central toinnovationand delivering
convenience,efficiencyand economytothe
customer. Contrary to the pop-culture nar-
rative of superhero innovators, innovation
is a collaborative venture. Business leaders
haveto persuadeinvestors,employees,sup-
pliers, customers and even regulators to
backdisruptive innovations.Regulatorsare
increasingly playing a critical role in bring-
ing innovations to market.

Bringing an innovation to customers can

takealot of moneyand work hourswithout
any guarantees of returns. CEOs need to be
tenacious and resilient. They have to keep
bettingon crazyideas.Itisnotacoincidence
that the least innovative societies in the
world are the ones that stigmatise failure.
The quest for innovation also requires
CEOs to be in touch with the ground reali-
ties. Innovation is often a bottom-up
process.CEOs need to maintain direct com-
munication with customer-facing employ-
ees and ensure that middle management
does notblock eitherinformation orideas.
Leaders of conventional businesses face
the challenge of insuring the future with
innovations while preserving existing rev-
enues. One way of preserving a successful
businessand reinventingitatthe sametime
isto sandbox innovations.A parallel organ-
isation maybe set up toexperimentwith dis-
ruptive productsand models.If thealternate
venture succeedsin taking themarketaway
from conventional competitors,the mother
company could be absorbed in it.
Innovation economy is light on assets
and heavy on knowledge.Datais overtaking
experience in making decisions and direct-
ing strategy. ML, IoT,blockchain are becom-
ing vital for producing innovations. CEOs
have to ensure that the organisation is
equipped with the tools for acquiring,
crunching and applying data intelligence
and that every employee can work in a
highlyautomated environment.
In a rapidly changing and increasingly
complex world, only the fast learners will
survive.



Q

10

TheIndianEXPRESS

« FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

] 2

INVOLVES US ALL

TERMS OF PEACE

Direct talks between US, Iran are the only way to de-escalate
tensions. A new framework, a new balance, must be found

RESIDENT DONALD TRUMP's last-minute decision late last week to stop a

planned attack on Iran, in response to Tehran’s downing of an American spy

drone, provides an opportunity for Washington to take a fresh look at the deep-

ening crisis in the Gulf. White House’s second thoughts are of a piece with the
conflicting signals from Trump on Iran over the last two years. Trump seemed to have
sided with the Iran hawks at home to pull out of the nuclear agreement that his prede-
cessor Barack Obama, along with other major powers, had negotiated with Iran. Israel
and a section of the Sunni Arabs were egging him on. Trump then embarked on a “max-
imum pressure” campaign against Iran by ramping up sanctions to cover Iran’s lifeline,
the energy sector. This effort has been widely viewed as an attempt to overthrow the
Islamic Republic.

Even as the war party in his own administration, led by the national security adviser,
John Bolton, has been itching for a military showdown with Iran, Trump has presented
himself as the champion of the peace faction. During his campaign for presidency and
since, Trump has repeatedly criticised America’s endless wars in West Asia. Much of his
political base in America’s heartland is unwilling to support another war in West Asia af-
ter the costly failures in Iraq and Afghanistan. It is no surprise, then, that the world has seen
on the one hand a steady drift towards a military conflict with Iran, and on the other,
President Trump’s frequent call for an unconditional dialogue with Iran. After he reversed
the decision to attack Iran, Trump said he appreciates Iran’s restraint in not shooting down
a spy plane with about 30 security forces that was in Iran’s range along with the un-
manned drone. He seemed to have encouraged the Japanese premier, Shinzo Abe, who
was in Tehran earlier this month, to convey his interest in engagement with Iran directly
to the Iranian leadership. But Iran has apparently turned down the offer.

Tehran is betting that it can afford to wait. Although Iran is hurting amidst new sanc-
tions, it is playing the few cards it has with some effect. Last month, Tehran set a 60-day
deadline for scaling back its compliance with the nuclear agreement, if other powers
don’t abide by its terms. This is deepening the divisions between the US and Europe,
which has affirmed the value of the nuclear agreement. As Washington threatens to es-
calate the conflict vertically, Tehran has promised to escalate it horizontally — expand it
to cover the regional allies of the US. This, in turn, has widened the split among the Gulf
Arabs. Direct talks between the US and Iran might be the only way to de-escalate the cur-
rent tensions in the Gulf, devise a new framework for a stable regional balance while lim-
iting the four decades of conflict between Washington and Tehran. Finding the terms of
that direct dialogue will obviously be a significant challenge.

RUNNING DRY

Chennai’s water crisis bares the challenge for new Jal Shakti
ministry — to ensure water security in growing towns and cities

FTER A DRY spell of almost 200 days, Chennai received monsoon showers

last week. But this has not mitigated the water crisis in Tamil Nadu’s capi-

tal. Clashes over water have been reported from different parts of the city and

firms in Chennai’s Information Technology Park have asked employees to ei-
ther work from home or bring their own water. The state government and the city’s mu-
nicipality have blamed the crisis on the deficient Northeast Monsoon in October-
November last year. They are not completely wrong. However, the fact also is that in the
past five years, Chennai’s water supply has consistently fallen short of the city’s require-
ment. The Chennai Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board has been able to sup-
ply only 830 million litres a day (mld) as against the demand of about 1,200 mld. This
year, the agency’s water supply dipped to 550 mld.

Chennai is a rain-shadow city. It gets more than 80 per cent of its water from the
Northeast Monsoon. In the past, this water was stored in ponds, canals and lakes which
would minimise the run-off — that a coastal city is susceptible to — and recharge ground-
water. Besides, according to a study by researchers at the geology department of Chennai’s
Anna University, the city had more than 60 large water bodies at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury. Three major waterways — the Buckingham canal and the rivers, Adyar and Cooum
— crisscrossed Chennai. But Tamil Nadu’s capital today has only 28 water bodies, large or
small, notes the Anna University study. The Pallikaranai marshland which used to sprawl
over more than 6,000 hectares has shrunk to about 650 hectares. A growing body of lit-
erature has shown that urban planners gave short shrift to the imperatives of Chennai’s
hydrology to meet the city’s infrastructural demands. A parliamentary panel that en-
quired into the causes of the Chennai floods in 2015, for example, reported that that real
estate business had “usurped” the city’s water bodies. Today, Chennai gets its water from
four reservoirs, which have gone dry after the retreating monsoon failed last year.
Chennai’s desalination plants can barely supply a fifth of the city’s water requirements.

Chennai is amongst the 21 Indian cities which the Niti Aayog fears will run out of
groundwater by 2020. The city’s water crisis bares a critical challenge for the new Jal
Shakti ministry. It has to play a leading role in resolving the tension in India’s current ur-
ban planning paradigm between the developmental needs of people and water security
imperatives. The new ministry should start by coordinating with local authorities in
Chennai to rejuvenate the city’s aquifers.
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WORDLY WISE
EVENTUALLY, ALL THINGS MERGE INTO ONE,

AND A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT.
—NORMAN M ACLEAN

Cutting the flab

It is desirable, but not easy — especially in
the case of the Pakistan military

AYESHA SIDDIQA

THE PAKISTAN ARMY'’S public relations
agency, the ISPR, recently announced cuts
in the defence budget as the military’s con-
tribution to tough times. It was also stated
that the money would be spent on develop-
ment of the tribal areas and Balochistan
without compromising the military’s war
preparedness. Notwithstanding the fact that
the DG ISPR, a mere major general, jumped
the gun by taking upon himself the author-
ity of the current civilian government to an-
nounce how the money saved by the mili-
tary would be spent, it draws attention
towards the issue of how much is really
needed to defend the country.

The announcement in itself does not
mean anything until it specifies the total al-
location for the military and exactly what
cuts are being made. Surely, out of the PKR
1,100 billion for FY-2018/19, reduction can-
not be brought into the 38 per cent spent on
pay and personnel, 25 per cent on procure-
ment and approximately 24 per cent as op-
erational cost. The only element left is about
14 per cent under the head of civil works.

It is possible that like in the mid-2000s
when Pervez Musharraf’'s handpicked prime
minister, Shaukat Aziz, brought cosmetic
changes to the defence budget — by putting
pensions under civilian head of account that
gave the impression of military expenditure
being reduced — part of the civil works
budget is diverted to development projects of
FATA and Balochistan. In this case, the proj-
ects will be those that are closer to the army’s
heart. Since the days of Shaukat Aziz, about
PKR 175-200 billion of military spending in
the form of pensions, special projects, spend-
ing for military paid for from civilian expen-
diture, is not recorded as part of the defence
budget, which makes it almost 3.7 per cent of
the GDP.

Creating the impression that the military
is cutting defence spending is vital to impress
the IMF, which is the only organisation will-
ing to provide cash to Pakistan to sustain the
economy. While China is seen as a major sav-
iour for Pakistan, funding for the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) seems to
have reduced in the last couple of years by
approximately 54 per cent. The new MoUs
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the military is cutting
defence spending is vital to
impress the IMFE, which is
the only organisation willing
to provide cash to Pakistan
to sustain the economy.
While China is seen as a
major saviour for Pakistan,
funding for the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) seems to have
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Referring to the IME it
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development budget heads
that are defence and debt
servicing.

signed have not materialised in supply of
cash to the Pakistani economy. Referring to
the IMF, it wants the civilian government to
not divert resources to non-development
budget heads that are defence and debt serv-
icing. This means that no money from the
IMF funds is to be diverted to defence pur-
chases from Russia, or to pay off China’s debt.

Unlike the 1980s when General Zia ul Haq
was able to shoo away multilateral aid
donors by arguing that “Pakistan cannot af-
ford any cut or freeze in defence expenditure,
since you cannot freeze the threat to
Pakistan’s security,” this time the IMFis prov-
ing more difficult. The main emphasis, how-
ever, is for Pakistan to reduce deficit spend-
ing or increase its earning. Since direct taxes
have proven to be difficult, cutting costs re-
main the only option.

While one remains unsure of how much
reduction will actually be brought about, the
fact remains that cutting excess fat in the
government, especially the defence sector,
is possible. Pakistan could comfortably re-
duce about 25 per cent of defence spending
without a change in its current capabilities.
To attain such reduction it would require
preplanning a rationalised defence struc-
ture, better human resource planning, con-
servation of available resources, stricter con-
trols, cutting down duplication of activities,
and reducing additional pomp and show.
Inter-services rivalry alone is a major source
of wastage. Many of the inter-services or-
ganisations, including the ISPR, are inter-
services just in name. At the present mo-
ment, the ISPR is an army-dedicated
organisation with the other two services op-
erating their own public relations wings.
Similarly, money could be saved through ra-
tionalising defence production.

Rationalising is easier said then done. It
requires a vision to be given by a political gov-
ernment. The only time that happened in
Pakistan was in the first two years of the
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto government. In 1973 an
elaborate higher defence management
structure was laid out. This is not likely to
happen again, certainly not under the pres-
ent Imran Khan government.

The other person who could rationalise de-

fence spending is a visionary army chief to be
followed by other service chiefs. An outgoing
service chief may not have the capacity to ra-
tionalise defence decision-making and plan-
ning that has animpact on decreasing expen-
diture. Evenif General Qamar Javed Bajwa gets
anextension, he would be too eager to provide
sweeteners for the top brass of the military,
which is where most expensive perks are con-
centrated. A new chief in November this year
would be too busy planning his own team; he
may not have the time for such things. In a
powerful organisation like Pakistan’s, the serv-
ice chief may not have the capability to reduce
wastage as there is a paper trail for the money
required by different sub-organisations and
units of the armed forces.

Reduction cannot begin until there is
some level of transparency and accountabil-
ity from a source above the armed forces. The
military has in the past killed institutional ef-
forts at accountability. Though the audit of
defence servicesis carried out by the govern-
ment, a special organisation for the audit of
defence purchases was closed down during
the late 1990s after it could not function. Over
the years, some sub-organisations like the
Frontier Works Organisation (FWO) and the
National Logistics Cell (NLC) that are part of
the GHQ, got themselves out of the ambit of
the existing defence audit. This was done
through creating commercial structures to
justify that a public sector audit couldn’t be
carried out. The military’s control of the MoD
has strengthened to a degree that no controls
actually work.

The discussion thus far has not even
touched upon the burgeoning commercial
ventures of the military which are probably
what will be used to divert additional funds
to the military. After all, military business is
anything but accountable to a civilian gov-
ernment. This segment has begun to estab-
lish a gradual control over the public sector
and is drawing upon partnerships interna-
tionally. Reducing this economic giant is ideal
but not doable in the near future.

The writer is research associate at the
Centre for International Studies and
Diplomacy at SOAS, University of London

VANYA VAIDEHI BHARGAV

CONGRESS, KNOW 'THYSELF

Party must look at its own history to address the current ideological vacuum

ONE CAN sympathise with the conundrum
faced by the Congress after its resounding de-
feat. To meet the sticky charge of dynasticism,
Rahul Gandhi must go, it is felt, but ejecting
the family will remove the “glue” that holds
its myriad factions together. Yet, the Congress
needs to ask why it needs the family to hold
it together in the first place. Does this not re-
flect an ideological vacuum? Rahul Gandhi
claimed that he fought an ideological battle.
A certain ideology crafted by leaders of our
freedom struggle was indeed defended in the
campaign. But not nearly strongly enough.
The Congress failed its own history, itsideals,
and ultimately the Indian nation. For this, it
must assume responsibility.

Itis difficult to escape the conclusion that
the Congress has forgotten the grand pan-
theon of thinker-politicians — Dadabhai
Naoroji, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Bal
Gangadhar Tilak, Lajpat Rai, Bipin Chandra Pal,
Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad, Jawaharlal Nehru
and, above all, Mahatma Gandhi — each of
whom moulded the nationalist ideology as
they inspired the people of India to unite
against the British Empire. The Congress had
aclear stance on what constitutes Indian cul-
ture and history, on values like democracy, sec-
ularism and pluralism, on India’s economic
and foreign policy. It struck a morally justifi-
able balance between individual and commu-
nity rights, had an unflinching commitment to
social justice, attempted to reach decisions by
consensus and articulate alargely non-mascu-
line idea of courage and firmness.

Moreover, its nationalism was sincere:

it
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MILLION

A VOICE, UNDER 35

Today’s Congress appears to
have forgotten what its core
values were, and why they
are still worth defending.
Unclear itself, the Congress
failed to covey to voters what
was really at stake. To an
ordinary voter, its appeals to
‘Indian nationalisn’, ‘the
Constitution’, ‘democracy’,
‘inclusivism’, ‘diversity’, just
appeared to be nice-
sounding words.

Many Congressmen were genuinely con-
vinced about its moral worth, and their polit-
ical actions were driven by it. Possessing clar-
ity and conviction, Congressmen like Gandhi
and Nehru could communicate this national-
ism to the people of India, who compre-
hended it, found it reasonable, and were
moved by it. While countless other factors
were at play, the Congress’s continued adher-
ence to this coherently expressed nationalism
explainsits unparalleled popularity in politics
for at least two decades after Independence.

Undoubtedly, one major reason behind
the Congress’ recent electoral defeat was its
inability to communicate sincerely and co-
herently its nationalist ideology to voters,
leave alone getting them to emotionally con-
nect with it. The Congress might discuss its
flawed slogans, alliances, communication,
party organisation, or evenits leadership, but
ignoring its current ideological vacuum will
be at its own peril.

Today's Congress appears to have forgotten
what its core values were, and why they are
still worth defending. Unclear itself, the
Congress failed to convey to voters what was
really at stake. To an ordinary voter, its appeals

AN TY

to “Indian nationalism”, “the Constitution”,
“democracy”, “inclusivism”, “diversity”, just
appeared to be nice-sounding words. And so,
the other side won the battle of ideas and val-
ues. Against a relentless campaign from the
BJP, which provided a daily dose of its robust
nationalist ideology to voters on their smart-
phones, the Congress’ complacent delivery of

its lazily articulated Indian nationalist narra-

tive stood no chance. If Rahul Gandhi believed
this was an ideological battle, he under-esti-
mated his rival’s clarity, missionary zeal, and
their superior understanding of social media.

If the Indian nationalist vision so painstak-
ingly fought for by our freedom fighters is to
survive, the Congress needs to overcome its
amnesia. This requires a deep, sincere study
ofits ownrichintellectual resources and her-
itage. It also requires the humility to seek help
from historians and political philosophers.
Thisis not a suggestion to construct a theoret-
ical, overly-intellectualised ideology but in fact
its opposite — to weave a robust, meaningful
narrative that explains to ordinary citizens the
meaning of the Congress’ nationalist values
and why they matter. Further, the Congress
must learn from its formidable opponent the
skillful use of all kinds of media. It needs a
communication model as creative asitsrival’s,
albeit with different content. A media on-
slaught from one side can only be met by an
equally passionate campaign from the other.

The stakes are terrifically high. The
Congress must not endanger the nationalist
vision which its forbearers so painstakingly
evolved and for which they sacrificed so
much. Indeed, those citizens who still under-
stand the true worth of this vision are filled
with dread at the prospect of its loss. These
people deserve better. Will they be disap-
pointed again?

The writer, 31, has a D.Phil in History from
Oxford University. Her dissertation focused
on Lajpat Rai’s nationalist thought

i Marnin quits Jamits

JUNE 24,1979, FORTY YEARS AGO

RAJ NARAIN RESIGNS

THE SIMMERING CRISIS in the Janata Party
erupted with the resignation of the former
health minister, Raj Narain, from the party
and the deputy prime minister, Charan
Singh, accusing the Janata top brass of con-
spiring against the BLD constituent. This is
the fallout from the Janata Parliamentary
Board decision directing the Haryana chief
minister, Devi Lal, to seek a vote of confidence
from the state legislature party. Lal, who be-
longs to the BLD faction, however, resigned as
leader of the Legislature Party presumably
in protest against what was yesterday de-
scribed by his supporters as “dictatorial

verdict”.

CRPF STRIKES

THE CENTRAL RESERVE Police Force (CRPF)
jawans at the group centre at Jharoda Kalan
near Najafgarh went on an indefinite strike
last night in support of their demands for bet-
ter working conditions and promotional av-
enues. After their supper, the jawans, num-
bering about 1,000, assembled in the stadium
where their leaders addressed them. The
group centre commandant, CM Pandey, failed
to persuade them not to go on strike. However,
senior officers at the group centre said that
“everything was normal”. The CRPF director
general, R C Gopal, denied that there was a
strike at the group centre. “We have heard that
the jawans have ventilated their grievances

and we are looking into them,” he said.

WEST INDIES WIN

WEST INDIES DEFEATED England by 92 runs
in the final of the Prudential Cup at Lords. Viv
Richards scored 138 not out and Joel Garner
took five wickets for 38. The West Indies
reached 286 for nine in the allotted 60 overs.
England, always trailing behind the clock,
reached 183 for 2 but then suffered a dra-
matic collapse as they went recklessly for
runs. In 26 minutes, the last eight wickets
tumbled and England were all out for 194.
Garner’s performance was one to go into the
cricket history books. At one stage he had
taken no wickets for 37.
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MAJOR COUNTRIES GROWING
GMO CROPS
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A farm question for Modi 2.0

CanIndia emerge as aleader in bio-farm technologies, including GMO?

FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
BY ASHOK (GULATI

THEWORD SATYAGRAHA, meaning polite in-
sistence for truth, is associated with the polit-
ical movements of Mahatma Gandhi for civil
rights — firstin South Africa and, later, in India.
The famous 24-day Dandi March (also known
as the Salt March), a non-violent civil disobe-
dience act against the British monopoly on salt
in 1930, became a symbol of satyagraha.

But today, it is in the news because of the
civil disobedience movement launched by
supporters of the Shetkari Sanghatana(SS),a
farmers’ organisation, to defy the
Government of India (Gol) when it comes to
the planting of herbicide tolerant (HT) Bt cot-
ton and Bt brinjal. SS was founded by the late
Sharad Joshi, one of the tallest farmers’ lead-
ersinindependent India. He gave up his cushy
position in the United Nations to fight for the
cause of farmers’ freedom to choose the best
farm technologies, and to sell their produce
to the most lucrative markets at home or
abroad.

Unfortunately, governments, since
Independence, no matter how much they
swear by the name of farmers, have con-
strained our farmers when it comes to access
to the best farm technologies as well as the
best markets. That’s a painful fact which has
meant the imposition of massive implicit tax-
ation on the Indian peasantry, to the tune of
about $700 billion (cumulative) during 2000-
01 to 2016-17, as per the OECD-ICRIER study
(2018).

HT Bt cotton is not legally allowed by Gol.
But the government’s own committee has es-
timated that it is being planted on about 15-
17 per cent of the cotton area. Growing any
GM cropillegally attracts a five year imprison-
mentand afine of Rs 1 lakh. But so far,noone

has been arrested, and the illegal trade has
been thriving for several years. It speaks of
not just a massive governance failure, but its
connivance with unscrupulous seed compa-
nies where thieves are thriving. Farmers want
that technology and are buying those seeds in
the black market at prices much above those
declared by the government for non-HT Bt
seeds. Now, when SS supporters are openly
defying government regulations, the Gol has
suddenly woken up and asked for action from
the Maharashtra government. Newspaper re-
ports suggest that one farmer with HT bt
seeds has also been arrested. If the govern-
ment is really serious in not allowing this, let
it show its might by arresting hundreds of
thousands of farmers who have already
planted HT Bt cotton on 15 per cent of the
crop area. And why not first arrest the fraud-
ulent seed companies that have been selling
these seedsillegally, and without any patent?
Most people in this trade know who these lo-
cal companies are and whose shelter they
have politically. The big multinational com-
panies, who are the original innovators of HT
Bt cotton, have stayed away from this messy
business. In fact, they have decided to with-
draw most of their high bio-tech farm tech-
nology from India.

Let us peep into this new brave world of
GMOs for better understanding. GMOs have
been there on the global platform since 1996
and by 2017, for which I have the latest data,
almost 190 million hectares around the world
are being planted. A total of about 67 coun-
tries have accepted GM crops, of which 24 are
planting and others are importing and con-
suming. GM crops range from soyabean, corn
and cotton to papaya, brinjal, and, even ap-
ples and potatoes! There are no cases of hu-
man death, disease, or injury. And the land-
scape ranges from developed nations like the
US and Canada to developing ones like Brazil,
Argentina, India, Pakistan and China (see
graph).

It may be noted that Bangladesh, not
shownin the graph, has also adopted Bt brin-
jaland the area under that is fast catching up.
Btbrinjalis aninteresting case study as it was
cleared by India’s Genetic Engineering
Appraisal Committee (GEAC) way back in

Gujarat’s ‘agrarian miracle’ of
eight per cent average annual
growth rate in agri-GDP
during Narendra Modi’s
regime as CM from 2002-03
to 2013-14, was triggered and
led by Bt cotton. And, this
was the famous Gujarat
development model that also
helped him become the PM
of India. It won’t be an
exaggeration to say that Bt
cotton has been the secret
force behind Modi’s

political successes.

2009, but our environment ministry, under
pressure from NGOs, could not gather the
courage to release it. Now that Bangladesh
has taken the same technology, and is fast
scaling that up, will it not be stupid on our
part to presume that it will not enter the
Indian side of West Bengal, if it has not already
done so? Gol needs to wake up!

Almost a similar situation had arisen in
March 2002, when it was found that some
Indian farmers had planted Bt cotton. The
Vajpayee government examined the whole
issue from a biosafety perspective as well as
farmers’ needs. Then, it took a bold decision
onMarch 26,2002, to legally allow the plant-
ing of Bt cotton, the first GM crop of Indiaand
the only one so far. He extended the original
slogan of ‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan’, given by Lal
Bahadur Shastri, to include ‘Jai Vigyan'. He
was very clear that our agriculture should be
science-based. Look at the results of this one
bold decision by the late PM. Today, about 90-
95 per cent cotton area is under Bt cotton,and
India has emerged as the largest producer —
and second largest exporter — of cottonin the
world. In a much more detailed study that
did with Kavery Ganguly, we estimated that
due to this “gene revolution” India gained
about $67 billion dollars of foreign exchange
from extra exports of cotton and cotton yarn,
and savings inimports, over the period 2002-
03 to 2016-17, compared to business as usual.
But, more important are the gains to the cot-
ton farmers whose incomes doubled. And the
maximum gain was to Gujarati farmers. In
fact, we found that Gujarat’s “agrarian mira-
cle” of eight per cent average annual growth
rate in agri-GDP during Narendra Modi’s
regime as CM from 2002-03 to 2013-14, was
triggered and led by Bt cotton. And, this was
the famous Gujarat development model that
also helped him become the PM of India. It
won'’t be an exaggeration to say that Bt cot-
ton has been the secret force behind Modi’s
political successes. Considering this, can India
now, under Modi 2.0, emerge as a leader in
bio-farm technologies, including GMO? Only
time will tell.

The writer is Infosys Chair professor for
Agriculture at ICRIER
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A weekly look at the public conversations shaping ideas beyond borders — in the
Subcontinent. Curated by Aakash Joshi

CRICKET, A SYMPTOM

IRFAN Hussain, in his June 22 column in
Dawn, asks the question that many in and
from Pakistan have articulated since the
countries seventh straight World Cup defeat
to India: Why has the Indian cricket team im-
proved while Pakistan has declined?
“Compared to the agile, athletic Indian team,
our boys came across as unfit and lacking fo-
cus and intensity. Our captain was all paunch
and no punch,” writes Hussain.

But the decline of the cricket team, as cen-
tral to Pakistan’s public life and political
imagination as it is in India, represents fail-
ures on two fronts. First, according to
Hussain, is the rot in the sport’s administra-
tion and structuring: “The last 40 years or so
have witnessed a steady fall in games played
at school and college level. Street cricket has
replaced the organised version. And while
some talent has come through, by and large,
we no longer produce world-class batsmen
and bowlers as we once did... And it’s true
that for corporations and government de-
partments to have their own teams is an
anomaly that exists nowhere else as far as |
know. However, if the current setup is re-
placed by teams representing districts and

provinces, funding would be a big concern.”

The second aspect, the article highlights,
is far more salient. “Expecting excellence in
cricket,” it says, “while so much else is crum-
bling around us is unreasonable.” Cricketisa
symptom of a country where “constant
squabbling between institutions, a tendency
to centralise power, and a need to seek per-
sonal benefits at the cost of the common
good have become the norm.”

Hussain writes that “connecting the dots,
at the heart of this developing crisis is the
disaster our educational system has be-
come”. Since Zia ul-Haq's administration, af-
ter the nationalisation drive in education and
other state institutions, two generations of
Pakistanis have been subject to
“Islamisation”, and its effects are visible
across institutions.

DEEP STATE DREAMS

MOONIS Ahmar, an international relations
scholar, conjectures in The Express Tribune
(June 21) on India’s emerging “deep state”.
He defines the idea as “ a state where some
of the state institutions like the military and
intelligence agencies run the affairs of the
country and prevent any dissent or opposi-

tion to the state narrative. It can also be called
as a state within a state.” The article is in
keeping with many of the newspapers re-
cent contributions on India, theorising its im-
minent decline as a liberal democracy.
While in the past, India’s diversity, insti-
tutions, vibrant civil society, the possibility
of a deep state emerging was remote. That,
argues Ahmar, has changed in the recent
past. In something of a conspiracy theory,
Ahmar gives three indicators — centred
around a somewhat far-fetched nexus be-
tween the RSS, the Intelligence Bureau and
the rise of Hindu nationalism — to substan-
tiate his point. He also argues that the “role of
the Indian Army today in the policymaking
process is not submissive as it has several
times vetoed the decision of its prime min-
isters, particularly related to Pakistan.”
“With the weightage given to the Indian
military and the security establishment,
India is fast moving towards becoming a
deep state at the expense of its democratic
institutions,” concludes the article.

REFUGEE DAY KUDOS

THE editorial in The Dhaka Tribune on June
20is rather self-congratulatory, perhaps un-

derstandably so. Since Bangladesh began to
bear the brunt of the Rohingya crisis in
terms of fleeing refugees, the newspaper’s
editorial line has consistently made two
points: One, that the Bangladesh govern-
ment must not be alone in handling the cri-
sis; the international community must chip
in. And two, that pressure must be put on
the Myanmar government to normalise the
situation in Rakhine state, ending the eth-
nic violence so that those that have had to
flee with their lives are able to return.

The editorial says: “The prominence
with which such crises take place all over
the world is saddening, and is nothing short
of aninsult to the humanity we owe our fel-
low human beings. But there are instances
where humanity did come first. Nowhere is
this more evident than in Bangladesh,
where over a million Rohingya have taken
shelter, having fled the brutality of the
Myanmar army, which has used every de-
plorable act possible against them to ethni-
cally cleanse the region of the Rohingya pop-
ulation. No doubt, Bangladesh has emerged
as an example of generosity and humanity
in this regard, tackling what is by any means
among the greatest refugee crisis of contem-

porary times.”
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“From a long-term perspective, China and the US will not persist with

confrontational trade policies.”

— GLOBAL TIMES CHINA

Call of New India

Women leaders must be harbingers of harmony
and progress, not macho-matchers. There must
be gender-parity, not fractional reservation

RAMI CHHABRA

TSUNAMI/TSUNAMO IS how Narendra
Modi’s return to power is being described.
Critics may be sceptical but can hopes re-
pinon his post-triumph pledges to turn his
back on the ugliness of the political contest,
build consensus and carry all: Sabka vikas
sabke saath, now with sabka vishwas to
build Naya India? With four states going to
the polls in the coming months, there will
be an early test of whether campaign-
mode-Modi reruns or he retains states-
manship beyond showmanship.

As one of the few women who entered
the media in the late-fifties — then 18, now
80 — I stand witness that this is indeed a
rare karmic moment in the nation’s life, one
that has come only twice before: In 1971,
when Indira Gandhi rose Durga-like post-
Bangladesh, arousing hopes that she would
revive Jawaharlal Nehru's foundational
legacy of India’s Third-World leadership
set-backed by the Sixties’ wars and also,
wipe-out poverty; again in 1984, when a
nation mourning Indira’s assassination
gave an awesome peoples’ mandate to a
youthful Rajiv Gandhi diffidently accept-
ing responsibility thrust by fate. But both
times, fate also decreed otherwise. Will this
third opportunity created by the nation
have proverbial third-time-luck oris it des-
tined to be frittered as before?

The minority issue is upfront and has
many to canvas for what it takes to win
vishwas with a communal-free perspec-
tive. But what about the country’s largest
minority —women?

As the prime minister plans actions to
transform India — and politics — he needs
to pay more heed to women'’s field-voices
and needs. For the first time ever, a critical-
half of voters constituted women, near-
parity to male numbers with many exhibit-
ing independent decision-making in
vote-casting. This outpouring — despite 20
million women claimed as missing from
voters’ lists — testifies to the maturity of
women'’s political agency. It is a self-pro-
pelled contribution to nation-building,
notwithstanding lack of adequate support
to women'’s political contestation from any
major political party — other than the B]D
in Odisha and Trinamool in West Bengal,
which gave 33 per cent and 50 per cent of
seats respectively to women-contestants.

The 17th Lok Sabha has the highest tally
of women since Independence — 78. This
still amounts to a mere 14 per cent of 543
members. A political environment wherein
money and muscle-power dominate and
women face demeaning sexist/sexualised
smearing, militates for the emergence of a
very different type of woman-warrior:
More thick-skinned macho-clones than the
softer gender-influence earlier projected
as a potential uplifting force for politics.
Further, as a recent study highlights, with
the current rate of increase it will take 40
years for women to reach 33 per cent par-
ticipation in Parliament/legislatures.
(Thirty-three percent being the minimum
threshold for critical-mass enabling gen-
der impact.)

Demands to revive and pass the

ing the rounds. The Bill, in any case, was a
deeply-flawed proposal that sought to un-
seat one-third sitting members while hold-
ing the other two-thirds in perpetual jeop-
ardy. Each attempt at its introduction saw
unprecedented scenes of gross miscon-
duct/violence blemishing the august halls,
prophesying worse in the streets on its
adoption. The vision of 21st century New
India needs women-leaders as harbingers
of harmony and progress, not macho-
matchers; gender-parity not fractional
reservation.

Naya India also needs to urgently put in
place measures to reverse the massive drop
inwomen’s work-participation and threats
to freedom of movement. A major issue
identified by many pre-election surveys,
perhaps a key propelling factor for voting
in such large numbers, was the concern
about physical security and safety. The
plummeting work-force participation in
past years, the resonating #MeToo move-
ment, highlight growing insecurity for
women in coming out onto the streets, in
workplaces/public places, which are their
birthright to access. Besides emphasising
women’s fundamental and constitutional
right to dignity and security, bridging the
gender gap in work-participation, accord-
ing to a McKinsey estimate, would add
$770 billion to the Indian economy by
2025. Naya India cannot be built unless
women hold-up-half-the-sky.

Equally, there is growing threat to
women'’s personal and bodily integrity
within homes and neighbourhoods.
Building home-toilets was one key step to-
wards women’s physical security and it res-
onated. But cleansing the Internet and so-
cial media platforms of the pornography
invading homes and turning fathers, broth-
ers, sons, neighbours and of course,
strangers into predators, is a burning issue
yet left untracked. This is as much a na-
tional security-threat requiring prioritised
strategic-action that brooks no further de-
lay. Sadly, memes and morphs of political
figures elicit political outrage but not the
porn that bedevils ordinary women’s
everyday lives; rape/gang rape has become
a selective political-blame-game blunting
the gruesome deadliness of rape per se.

Besides personal security which is para-
mount, attention to women’s issues, in-
cluding equitable political representation,
could spearhead other vital democratic re-
forms desperately required to cleanse the
system of the unabashed growth of
money-and-muscle-power, a principal in-
hibiting factor for women-contestants -
and equally, less-muscular-moneyed-men
— in the electoral process.

Women'’s rights are fundamental hu-
man rights, not to be examined in silo fash-
ion. Nor by using avante-garde Western-
style models that currently dominate
feminist thinking and media exposure.
Demand for the freedom from fear and the
opportunity to grow is a very different tra-
jectory to pursue than the freedom to slut-
walk/sexually assert. The former has wide-
spread societal support, the latter
provocative media space with societal
backlash.

Aholistic, interconnected and intrinsi-
cally Indian vision cross-cutting sectors and
issues needs articulation with time-bound
implementation deadlines as a major na-
tional priority. It could become the global
exemplar.

The writer is a senior journalist and has
been member, National Population

Women's Reservation Bill are already mak- Commission
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
WRONG TIME
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, LETTER OF THE
‘Pollarising’ (IE, June 21). It is naive to WEEK AW ARD

expect the disparate parties which har-
bour animosity against each other, par-
ticularly after elections, to sit across the
table and deliberate on sensitive issues.
For any discussion to happen, a positive
and conducive environment needs to
be evolved. But the current milieuis one
of cynicism and mistrust. Second, in-
formed debates and meetings have
been overshadowed by TV debates and
social media.

Deepak Singhal, Noida

LIBERALS’ BLINKERS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Once upon
atime, a nation’ (IE, June 19). According
to the article, the country’s government
received its mandate due to successful
story telling. What prevented the liber-
als from presenting their story?

Girish Das, Noida

(QUESTIONS FOR BJP

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘One man-
show’ (IE, January 21). Under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Amit Shah,
the BJP seems to becoming akin to the
Congress of the 1970s and 1980s.
However, the BJP does have a crop of
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promising young leaders. Moreover, the
BJP is also backed by the RSS, which
sooner than later will assert itself
against the centralising tendencies. The
question, however, is: Will the BJP’s
young crop be in tune with the RSS’s
agenda?

Smita Pandey, Lucknow
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Do people trust online news?
How Indians, others responded
‘TRUST NEWS FROM EACH MOST OF THE TIME’ (38 MARKETS)

Trust news
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Mostly this is about trust in mainstream
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Uncertainty, information unchecked,
hard to distinguish news from rumour

‘TRUST NEWS FROM EACH SOURCE’ (INDIA)
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Source: Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism, Oxford University

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 14

TWO RECENT studies have found that
less than half of online users trust the
news they come across. A compari-
son between the two suggests that
English speaking users in India trust
online news overall less than users in
other countries do, but they trust
news found in search and social me-
dia more than those elsewhere do.

Both studies were conducted by
the Reuters Institute for the Study of
Journalism at Oxford University. The
newer one covered more than 75,000
people in 38 markets (excluding
India). The earlier one, released two
months ago, was specific to India be-
cause “Internet use is not yet wide-
spread enough there to make our on-
line sample directly comparable to
the countries covered here (in the
second report)”. The India study was
limited to a small subset of 1,013
English speakers and online users,
and was not representative of the
country, the report said.

The global study also found that
except in Nordic countries, “most
people are not prepared to pay for on-
line news today and on current trends
look unlikely to pay in the future.”
Even in countries where consumers
are paying for online news, they are
still only limiting their subscriptions
to one source, and in other countries,
people are opting for entertainment
subscriptions like Netflix or Spotify
instead of news, it found.

In India, 36% of respondents
trusted the news overall, including
45% in search and 34% in social me-
dia. In other markets, 42% of respon-
dents trusted the news overall, with
33% trusting it in search and 23% in
social media. Korea, France, Greece,
and Hungary trust the news the least
and Finland, Portugal, Denmark, and
Netherlands trust it the most.

The India survey also found that
55% of respondents were concerned
that expressing political views online
could get them in trouble with the au-
thorities.

India’s English speakers were on
par with other countries in misinfor-
mation and disinformation concerns.
More than half (55%) in the new study
were concerned about their ability to
distinguish between real and fake on
the Internet, with those in polarised
countries such as Brazil, South Africa,
and Mexico expressing more con-
cern. In the India-specific study, 57%
were concerned with this, while
roughly half were concerned with hy-
per-partisan content.

The issue is related to challenges
of “rising populism, political and eco-
nomic instability, along with intensi-
fying concerns about giant tech com-
panies”, the study says. “It is also
raising new questions for journalists
over how far to represent populist
views, and how to satisfy a readership
that no longer splits easily along tra-
ditional lines.”

The global study found that pop-
ulists are more inclined to television
news than online news, dampening
the role of social media in the rise of
figures like Donald Trump. Populists
are not more likely to use social me-
dia, but they are more likely to engage
on social media, especially Facebook.
The study measured populism by
asking about the distance respon-
dents feel from their elected repre-
sentatives and how much they want
people to make important decisions
directly.

News consumers are less critical
of the media’s agenda-setting role
(25%) and more concerned (39%)
with the “negative” view that the me-
dia takes on events. Only half the re-
spondents say the media helps them
understand the news and 42% say the
media fulfills a watchdog role. There
were significant gaps between jour-
nalists' and consumers’ perceptions.
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

One Poll: one idea, many views

Fresh push for simultaneous Lok Sabha and Assembly polls reopens debate over objectives it would meet,
concerns it would create. What are the arguments on either side, how have previous efforts played out?

PRADEEP KAUSHAL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

REELECTED PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
has renewed the idea of “One Country, One
Election”, announcing last week that a com-
mittee will be formed to examine the issue,
and holding a meeting with leaders of politi-
cal parties. Many Opposition parties are, how-
ever,against the idea of simultaneous polls to
Lok Sabha and all Assemblies.

What purpose would simultaneous polls
serve, if held?

There are arguments on both sides.
Making polls simultaneous would address
various concerns, such as reducing the cost of
holding elections, and limiting all elections to
asingle season. At present, there is an election
is close in one state or the other at almost any
given time, and those who favour simultane-
ous polls argue that the Model Code of
Conduct gets in the way of the government
announcing projects or policy plans.

Against the idea, the arguments include
the complexity of such an exercise, the
widely held view that simultaneous polls
would benefit the nationally dominant party
at the cost of regional players, and the com-
plications that would arise if any of the gov-
ernments were to collapse before complet-
ing its term. Leave alone state legislatures,
even the central government could fall. Of 17
Lok Sabhas since 1952, seven were dissolved
ahead of schedule — in 1971, 1980, 1984,
1991, 1998, 1999 and 2004. There would also
be logistical issues, requiring about twice as
many electronic voting machines and Voter
Verifiable Paper Audit Trail machines.

When elections were first held in
independent India, were they not
simultaneous to begin with?

Lok Sabha and state legislatures went to
polls together in 1952 and 1957, with the
Congress initially comfortably placed all over
the country. The synchronised cycle was first
broken in Kerala, in July 1959, when the
Centre invoked Article 356 of the
Constitution to dismiss the ministry headed
by E M S Namboodiripad of the Communist
Party, which had assumed power after elec-
tions in April 1957. This was followed by state
elections in February 1960.

As the Congress’s popularity declined, it
suffered major setbacks in several states —
Bihar, UP, Rajasthan, Punjab, West Bengal,
Orissa, Madras and Kerala — in the 1967 elec-
tions. Consequently, Samyukta Vidhayak Dal
governments, comprising Bharatiya Kranti Dal,
SSP, PSP, Swatantra Party, Jana Sangh and
Congress defectors, came to power. Defections
and counter-defections ultimately led to the
dissolution of Assemblies, which separated the
poll cycles of many states from the central one.

At present, Assembly electionsin Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha, Arunachal Pradesh and
Sikkim are held together with Lok Sabha polls.

In recent years, Assemblies have been
completing their tenures, mainly because of

Varanasi on May 19, 2019. Lok Sabha polls come 2 years after one UP Assembly poll and 3 years before the next. Anand Singh

the anti-defection law of 1985 and Supreme
Court judgments on invoking Article 356.
The Supreme Court had held that the
President can put a state Assembly in sus-
pended animation, but cannot dissolve it
without concurrence of Parliament. Further,
the validity of the proclamation of President’s
rule may be examined by the judiciary.

Has the idea of simultaneous polls been
explored before?

The Election Commission had suggested
back in 1983 that such a system be worked
out. The Law Commission headed by Justice
B P Jeevan Reddy, in its 170th Report in May
1999, stated “we must go back to the situa-
tion where the elections to Lok Sabha and all
the Legislative Assemblies are held at once”.

In 2003, then Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee took up the issue with Congress
president Sonia Gandhi. She appeared ini-
tially receptive, but the idea did not take off
from there.In 2010, BJPleader LK Advani met
with then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
then wrote in his blog: “Ifound both of them
(PM and Finance Minister Pranab
Mukherjee) receptive to a proposal I have
been advocating for quite some time: fixed
term legislatures and simultaneous Lok
Sabha and Assembly polls.” He noted that
the country witnessed a “mini-general elec-
tion” every alternate year, and wrote, “This
is not good for the health either of our Central
and State governments, or of our polity.”

How have matters moved after the NDA
came to power?

In 2015, the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances,
Law and Justice, headed by E M Sudarsana
Natchiappan, compiled a report on ‘Feasibility
of Holding Simultaneous Elections to House
of People (Lok Sabha) and State Legislative

Assemblies’. “The holding of simultaneous
elections to Lok Sabha and state assemblies
would reduce: (i) the massive expenditure
that is currently incurred for the conduct of
separate elections; (ii) the policy paralysis that
results from the imposition of the Model Code
of Conduct during election time; (iii) impact
ondelivery of essential services and (iv) bur-
den on crucial manpower that is deployed
during election time,” the report observed.

However, the Congress told the commit-
tee it was “impractical” and “unworkable”.
The Trinamool Congress said it was anti-
democratic and unconstitutional, while the
CPIand the NCP said it was “not feasible”. The
CPI(M) too pointed at “practical problems”.

In2017,in his address to the joint session
of Parliament (prepared by the government),
then President Pranab Mukherjee expressed
concern over frequent elections. They “put
on hold development programmes, disrupt
normal public life,and impact essential serv-
ices and burden human resource with pro-
longed periods of election duty,” Mukherjee
said, pleading for a constructive debate.

Alsoin 2017,inadiscussion paper, ‘Analysis
of Simultaneous Elections: The “What”,
“Why”,and “How”’, Bibek Debroy and Kishore
Desai of NITI Aayog wrote that the elections
0f 2009 had cost the exchequer aboutRs 1,115
crore, and the 2014 elections about Rs 3,870
crore. The total spent on the elections, includ-
ing the expense incurred by parties and can-
didates, was several times more.

Has there been an effort to address the
concerns that would arise?

Inadraftreport on August 30,2018, the Law
Commission headed by Justice B S Chauhan
held that simultaneous elections could not be
held within the existing framework of the
Constitution. These could be held together
“through appropriate amendments to the

THIS WORD MEANS: CONSTRUCTIVE VOTE OF NO-CONFIDENCE

Constitution, the Representation of the People
Act 1951, and the Rules of Procedure of Lok
Sabha and state Assemblies”. At least 50% of
the states may ratify the constitutional amend-
ments. The Commission recommended that
all elections due in a calendar year be con-
ducted together. Since a no-confidence mo-
tion, if passed, may curtail the term of Lok
Sabha or an Assembly, the Law Commission
recommended replacing the “no-confidence
motion” with a “constructive vote of no-confi-
dence” through appropriate amendments —
agovernment may only be removedif thereis
confidence in an alternative government.

Last week, in his address to the joint ses-
sion of Parliament, President Ram Nath
Kovind said, “One Nation, Simultaneous
Election is the need of the hour, which would
facilitate accelerated development, thereby
benefiting our countrymen.”

Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
stated at a public function that simultaneous
elections are “a very desirable goal, but for
that, political systems of the country will
have to take steps to align the life of a state
Assembly with the life of Parliament”.

Is there a meeting point in sight?

The Opposition is wary of a concept that
would take away the regional element of state
polls, and leave regional personalities over-
shadowed by national leaders. The hugely ex-
panding BJP, on the other hand, included the
ideainits poll manifesto. With Prime Minister
Modi as its face, a single campaign and elec-
tion would take care of all Assemblies and Lok
Sabha. Swaraj India president Yogendra Yadav
has said the ideaamounts to “One Nation, One
Election, One Party, One Leader”.

The Opposition s likely to remain hostile
to the proposal. The government will have to
wait until it has the numbers in Rajya Sabha
to carry through the requisite amendments.

Provision in Germany, context in ‘One Poll’ push

SAMPADPATNAIK
BHUBANESWAR, JUNE 23

IN THE debate over simultaneous elections,
one question being raised is what happens
to the common cycle if any one of these si-
multaneously elected legislatures is brought
down by a no-confidence motion. The rul-
ing BJD in Odisha (where Assembly and Lok
Sabha elections already coincide) has pro-
posed a solution — a provision on the lines
of what is followed in Germany (The Indian
Express, June 22). This is based on a concept

called “constructive vote of no-confidence”,
alsorecommended by the Law Commission
of India in a 2018 draft report.

The provision

Article 67 [Vote of no confidence] of Basic
Law for the Federal Republic of Germany
(Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Germany) sets conditions for moving a no-
confidence motion against the Chancellor —
the Bundestag (Parliament) may express its
lack of confidence in the Federal Chancellor
only by electing a successor by the vote of a
majority of its members and requesting the

Federal President to dismiss the Chancellor.
The President must comply with the request
and appoint the person elected.

Article 68 [Vote of confidence] states that
if a motion of the Chancellor for a vote of con-
fidence is not supported by a majority of
members, the President, upon the proposal
of the Chancellor, may dissolve the
Bundestag within 21 days. The right of dis-
solution shall lapse as soon as the Bundestag
elects another Chancellor by a majority vote.

Its objective
Since the provision allows Parliament to

withdraw confidence from a head of govern-
ment only if there is a majority in favour for
a prospective successor, it narrows the scope
of the Opposition to overthrow the govern-
ment at will and necessitate elections before
the government ends it term.

“The underlying premise is that thereisa
fixed five-year-tenure (for the House) and
that there will be a government no matter
what. The government will be presumed to
have a majority unless another grouping is
in a position to demonstrate that they have
greater numbers,” said Pinaki Misra, B]D
leader in Lok Sabha.

Record temperatures: trend projected to continue, what it will take to check it

KABIRFIRAQUE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23

AROUND THE world, record temperatures
have become more and more frequent in
recent years. This month, Delhi reported
its highest ever temperature of 48°C while
Churu in Rajasthan crossed 50°C. Last
week, the United Nations’ World
Meteorological Organization confirmed
two very recent readings as being among
the hottest on record globally — 53.9°Cin
Mitribah, Kuwait (2016) and 53.7°C in
Turbat, Pakistan (2017). India's highest
ever, too, came as recently as May 19, 2016
— 51°Cin Phalodi, Rajasthan.

A new study has projected that the
record-setting trend will continue for at
least the next 20 years, and for longer un-
less measures are taken to reduce green-
house gas emissions.

From the findings, it can be inferred
that India too is projected to experience
the frequent occurrence of unprece-
dented high temperatures over the next
20 years, study author Scott Power of the
Australian Bureau of Meteorology told The
Indian Express by email. Power and
colleague Francois Delage have
reported their findings in the journal
Nature Climate Change.

The big picture

Using 22 climate models from the
world’s leading climate research centres,
the new study projects temperature trends
in two possible scenarios — high green-
house gas emissions (called RCP8.5) and
substantially reduced greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 2020 (RCP2.6).

If the high-emissions scenario were to
continue, the study found that by the end
of the century, 58% of the Earth’s surface

WHEN EMISSIONS ARE HIGH, AND WHEN LOW

RCP8.5
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Number of years per decade with at
least one monthly record being set
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In India, in high emissions scenario, 60-
70% chance of at least one monthly high in
any year in late 21st century. In low
emissions scenario, 15% over the country.

will likely witness at least one new monthly
record temperature every year. In the low-
emissions scenario, however, the likelihood
would drop to 14%.

Source: Power & Delage/Nature Climate Change

Projections for India

In the high-emissions scenario, the like-
lihood of setting at least one high monthly
record in any given year varies regionally

from 60% to 70% in the late 21st century,

which is larger than the global average of

58%, Power said. In the low-emissions sce-
nario, the likelihood of setting at least one
high monthly record drops to approxi-
mately 15% over the whole country.

And if the projection is for frequent
record temperatures over the next 20 years,
“after this, the frequency will increase if

greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise

or the frequency will fall if large and sus-
tained cuts are made to global greenhouse

gas emissions”, Power said.

Why 20 years?

Although the study looks at the benefits of
reducing global greenhouse emissions by the
end of the 21st century, these benefits take
more than 20 years to become clear, Power
said. “The likelihood of setting extreme tem-
perature records is projected to remainat high
levels for the next two decades.”




Clouds of war

The United States needs to dial down on
its ‘maximum pressure’ tactics with Iran

.S. President Donald Trump’s decision to pull
l I back from air strikes on Iran, after the latter
shot down an American drone near the Strait of
Hormuz, was a rare moment of restraint amid other-
wise escalating tensions between the two countries.
The rationale behind the pull-back, according to Mr.
Trump, was that he did not want to cause any loss of
Iranian lives as no American lives were hurt by the Ira-
nians. Clearly, Mr. Trump, who had campaigned against
the costly wars of the U.S. overseas, does not seem to be
in favour of launching an open conflict with Iran. A war
with Iran could be prolonged and disastrous. Iran has
ballistic missiles, proxy militias and a relatively vibrant
navy. And the Strait of Hormuz, through which one-
third of the world’s seaborne oil shipments move, is
within its range. Mr. Trump does not want to take a risk
unless there are provocations from Iran targeting Amer-
ican lives. While this approach is better than that of Mr.
Trump’s National Security Adviser, John Bolton, who
has threatened Iran with war several times, what the
U.S. President overlooks is that the current state of ten-
sions is a product of his “maximum pressure” tactic. A
year ago Mr. Trump pulled the U.S. out of a nuclear deal
with which Iran was fully compliant, setting off the es-
calation. His plan was to squeeze the Iranian economy
and force Tehran back to the table to renegotiate the
nuclear issue as well as Iran’s missile programme and
regional activism, for a “better deal”. A year later, the
U.S. and Iran are on the brink of a war.

The problem with Mr. Trump’s “maximum pressure”
approach is that he doesn’t seem to have a plan bet-
ween the sanctions-driven pressure tactics and a poten-
tial military conflict. Iran, on the other hand, is ready to
take limited risks, as its actions such as the threat to
breach the uranium enrichment limits set by the nu-
clear deal and the downing of the American drone sug-
gest, to break the stranglehold of the sanctions. As a re-
sult, Mr. Trump has a situation where maximum
pressure is not producing the desired result, and both
countries are edging towards a war he doesn’t want.
This is a strategic dilemma that warrants a recalibration
of policy. Mr. Trump’s decision to call off the strike and
the new red line he set for Iran could create an oppor-
tunity for such a recalibration. He could seize the mo-
ment to assure Iran that his primary goal is engage-
ment, not conflict. What Iran wants the most is relief
from the sanctions. Instead of sticking to a policy that
has proved to be counter-productive and risky, Mr.
Trump could offer Tehran some reprieve in return for
its remaining in the nuclear deal, which could be fol-
lowed up by a fresh diplomatic opening. If he continues
with the pressure tactics, tensions will stay high, the
Strait of Hormuz would be on the brink, and further
provocations by either side, or even an accident, could
trigger a full-scale conflict. That is a dangerous slope.

Lacklustre meet

GST Council has missed the chance to send
positive signals to boost consumer demand

he Goods and Services Tax Council’s first meeting
Tunder the new government did not deliver any

big surprises. Apart from some minor changes to
the existing structure and procedures under the GST,
the council’s meeting on Friday, under Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman, was largely a lacklustre event.
There was some expectation that the council would
consider a significant cut in tax rates across the board in
order to help spur consumer demand that has been sag-
ging in recent quarters. But none of that happened. The
meeting ended with some changes in procedure that
are expected to tackle tax evasion and make GST filing
easier. In particular, Aadhaar has been approved as suf-
ficient proof to obtain GST registration. Even the expec-
tation that there would be a cut in the tax imposed on
electric vehicles, from 12% to 5%, was not met. The go-
vernment may be worried about the revenue implica-
tions of any significant across-the-board tax cut. Alth-
ough GST collections have been encouraging in the past
couple of months, monthly tax collections have largely
been modest since the introduction of the tax regime in
mid-2017, failing to meet the government’s own targets
most of the time. But such caution may not help the
larger cause of the economy, which urgently needs a
boost in some form. A significant cut in rates could have
sent out the strong signal that the NDA government is
serious about pushing through serious pro-growth re-
forms during its second term in office.

Another notable decision taken by the council was
the one to extend the tenure of the National Anti-Profi-
teering Authority by two years, till November 2021.
Further, the council increased the quantum of penalty
that could be imposed by the authority on profiteering
companies, from the current maximum of 325,000 to
an additional 10% of the profiteered amount. Given that
the government has increased the powers of the anti-
profiteering body, it would not be surprising if the body
becomes a permanent feature under GST. This does not
send a promising message to the business community
ahead of the Union Budget, scheduled to be presented
in Parliament on July 5. The anti-profiteering clause as-
sumes that government action is absolutely necessary
in order to pass on the benefit of tax cuts to consumers,
or else tax cuts may simply end up adding to the profits
of businesses. This is wrong. While businesses naturally
try to profit from lower taxes, the forces of competition
make sure their profit margins are driven back down to
normal. The alternative of having a bureaucracy to deal
with the issue makes profit look like a bad word, and en-
courages rent-seeking by corrupt authorities.
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ndia’s Constitution-makers
Ithought of India as a union of

States with a centripetal bias,
done, advisedly, to preserve the
unity and integrity of a newly
fledged nation. Since then, the In-
dian economy, polity, demogra-
phy and society have undergone
many changes. The new aspira-
tional India is now firmly on a
growth turnpike. It is in this con-
text that we revisit India’s fiscal
federalism and propose redesign-
ing it around its four pillars.

Typically, federations (includ-
ing the Indian one) face vertical
and horizontal imbalances. A ver-
tical imbalance arises because the
tax systems are designed in a man-
ner that yields much greater tax
revenues to the Central govern-
ment when compared to the State
or provincial governments; the
Constitution mandates relatively
greater responsibilities to the State
governments. For example, in In-
dia, post the advent of Goods and
Services Tax (GST), the share of
States in the public expenditure is
60% while it is 40% for the Centre
to perform their constitutionally
mandated duties.

The horizontal imbalances arise
because of differing levels of at-
tainment by the States due to diffe-
rential growth rates and their de-
velopmental status in terms of the
state of social or infrastructure
capital. Traditionally, Finance
Commissions have dealt with

these imbalances in a stellar man-
ner, and they should continue to
be the first pillar of the new fiscal
federal structure of India.

Understanding the imbalance

However, in India, the phenome-
non of horizontal imbalance
needs to be understood in a more
nuanced fashion. It involves two
types of imbalances. Type I is to
do with the adequate provision of
basic public goods and services,
while the second, Type II, is due to
growth accelerating infrastructure
or the transformational capital
deficits. The latter are known to be
historically conditioned or path
dependent. Removing these two
imbalances clearly comprises two
distinct policy goals and calls for
following the Tinbergen assign-
ment principle, which are two dif-
ferent policy instruments. It is
here that we believe that NITI
Aayog 2.0 must create a niche, as-
sume the role of another policy in-
strument and become the second
pillar of the new fiscal federal
structure.

In the past, the Planning Com-
mission used to give grants to the
States as conditional transfers us-
ing the Gadgil-Mukherjee formula.
Now with the Planning Commis-
sion disbanded, there is a vacuum
especially as the NITI Aayog is pri-
marily a think tank with no re-
sources to dispense, which ren-
ders it toothless to undertake a
“transformational” intervention.
On the other hand, it is too much
to expect the Union Finance Com-
mission to do the dual job. In other
words, there is an urgent need for
an optimal arrangement. It is best
that the Union Finance Commis-
sion be confined to focussing on
the removal of the horizontal im-
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balance across States of the Type I:
i.e. the basic public goods imba-
lance. We need another institution
to tackle the horizontal imbalance
of the Type II; for this the NITI
Aayog is the most appropriate in-
stitution. It can be argued that the
Finance Ministry is the other alter-
native to deliver the goods in this
regard but it is ill-suited to do this;
its primary duty is to concern itself
with the country’s macro-econom-
ic stability and the proper func-
tioning of the financial system
rather than be an instrument of
growth at the sub-national level.

Towards this task of cooperative
federalism, NITI Aayog 2.0 should
receive significant resources (say
1% to 2% of the GDP) to promote
accelerated growth in States that
are lagging, and overcome their
historically conditioned infras-
tructure deficit, thus reducing the
developmental imbalance. In
short, the NITI Aayog should be
engaged with the allocation of
“transformational” capital in a for-
mulaic manner, complete with in-
centive-compatible conditionali-
ties. The variables or parameters
used in this formulaic transfer will
be very different from those tradi-
tionally used by the Finance Com-
mission.

NITI Aayog 2.0 should also be

Walking a diplomatic tightrope

For India and the U.S., managing bilateral ties is linked to balancing nationalist, cultural and economic agendas
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VARGHESE K. GEORGE

cretary of State Mike Pompeo’s

forthcoming visit to India? Mr.
Pompeo, and his Indian counter-
part, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar, are the trusted lieute-
nants of their leaders, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi,
respectively, and largely aligned
with their politics. But Mr. Pom-
peo and Mr. Jaishankar are also the
links between the disruptive polit-
ics of their chief executives and
the conventional strategic ap-
proach of professionals who work
under them, and the legacy eco-
systems in their respective coun-
tries. They have the tough task of
managing a bilateral relationship
that they both know is critical,
without appearing to be under-
mining the nationalist, cultural
and economic agendas of their
leaders, which mirror each other,
and hence create a situation of
likes repelling each other.

A general presumption inform-
ing scholarship on international
relations is that there is a non-ne-
gotiable and unchanging precept
of national interest that deter-
mines the conduct of nations. Mr.
Modi and Mr. Trump are two lead-
ers who are rewriting the notion of
national interest itself — for in-
stance, secularism was considered

Is the die already cast for U.S. Se-

to be India’s national interest until
recently; immigration and trade
were considered to be in Ameri-
ca’s national interest.

Mr. Trump and Mr. Modi are
guided by nationalisms that have
cultural and economic compo-
nents. In both, their views con-
verge in some aspects and conflict
in some others. For instance, on
the cultural front, they could
cooperate on global Islamism. But
the growing presence of Indians in
America is a source of conflict —
Mr. Modi’s politics involves boost-
ing the global Hindu; but Indian
Americans are cultural aliens to
Mr. Trump’s supporters, besides
being seen to be their economic
adversaries. = The  sustained
squeeze on Indian guest workers
entering the U.S., particularly
through the H-1B visa programme,
is a case in point.

Country-specific perspectives
What does Mr. Modi want for India
from abroad? He wants invest-
ment, technology, arms, but does
not want finished products (other
than arms) or foreign ideas —
Christianity, an open global mar-
ket, the right to self-determina-
tion, human rights, Western
strands of democracy coming
through missionaries, internation-
al bodies and non-governmental
organisations (NGOs). This has
been expressed through higher ta-
riffs on imports and restrictions
on global NGOs. This list does not
entirely correspond to what Mr.
Trump wants to sell — he wants to
sell only finished products at low-
er tariffs, and keep technology and
capital within the borders of
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America protected.

From an Indian perspective, Mr.
Trump has upended American
strategy in two fundamental as-
pects. His approach to internation-
al ties gives precedence for com-
merce over the strategic, and
workers over corporations. Profes-
sional strategists conventionally
understood the U.S.’s international
ties from the perspective of its
multinational corporations. These
corporations wanted cheap manu-
facturing in China and Southeast
Asia and U.S. policy enabled that
pursuit. Corporations wanted
cheap labour from India by out-
sourcing work and importing
workers into the U.S. But Mr.
Trump does not want American
work coming to India, or Indian
workers going to America; Mr. Mo-
di wants both. Mr. Trump’s disin-
terest in strategic matters and ob-
session with selling meet Mr.
Modi’s desire for arms acquisition,
however. Given a choice, Mr.
Trump would be willing to sell
arms to India without regard for is-
sues such as regional stability that
preoccupy professionals in the
State Department.

India’s trade surplus is tiny rela-
tive to the size of the American
economy and its trade volumes.
Presidents before Mr. Trump al-

mandated to create an indepen-
dent evaluation office which will
monitor and evaluate the efficacy
of the utilisation of such grants. In
doing so, it should not commit the
mistake of micro-management or
conflicts with line departments. It
must be also accorded a place at
the high table of decision-making
as it will need to objectively buy-in
the cooperation of the richer
States as their resources are trans-
ferred to the poorer ones.

Ushering in decentralisation
The same perspective will have to
be translated below the States to
the third tier of government. This
is crucial because intra-State re-
gional imbalances are likely to be
of even greater import than inter-
State ones. Decentralisation, in let-
ter and spirit, has to be the third
pillar of the new fiscal federal ar-
chitecture. De jure and de facto se-
riousness has to be accorded to
the 73rd and 74th constitutional
amendments. For this, the missing
local public finance must be
birthed. One of the ways for this is
through the creation of an urban
local body/panchayati raj institu-
tions consolidated fund. This
would mean that Articles 266/268/
243H/243X of our Constitution
will need to be amended to ensure
that relevant monies directly flow
into this consolidated fund of the
third tier.

Through such constitutional
amendments, the Centre and
States should contribute an equal
proportion of their Central GST
(CGST) and State GST (SGST) col-
lections and send the money to
the consolidated fund of the third
tier. For instance, one-sixth shar-
ing of the CGST and SGST with the
third tier can generate more than

ways privileged the strategic com-
ponents of America’s global ties
over trade and commercial issues.
India benefitted from that ap-
proach. When commerce be-
comes the only lens that the U.S.
sees the world through, India and
China look similar — trying to ex-
tract benefits from it. Mr. Trump
thinks — he has said it several
times — that India and China took
his predecessors for a ride. Mr.
Modi thinks his predecessors were
weak leaders who were taken ad-
vantage of by the world, and he al-
so wants to show how strong he is.

When Mr. Trump sees India and
China as two similar countries that
are taking advantage of America
with protectionism, weak intellec-
tual property protection, and
higher emissions under the cli-
mate treaty, the strategic reason
for India-U.S. alignment, which is
the menacing rise of China, gets
weakened. In fact, the Wuhan
summit, that marked a new thaw
between India and China, had as
its backdrop Mr. Trump’s tirade
against both countries on these is-
sues.

The terror fight

One war that Mr. Trump wants to
end (in Afghanistan) and another
war that he appears to be itching
to begin (with Iran) have major im-
plications for India and its ties
with the U.S. India wants Ameri-
ca’s continued engagement in Af-
ghanistan and peace with Iran.
Just as the U.S. was campaigning
hard to have Masood Azhar desig-
nated as a global terrorist, it was
also seeking Pakistan’s help to per-
suade the Taliban for a deal in Af-
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Reimagining the NITI Aayog
The institution can play an important role in refreshing India’s fiscal federalism
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1% of the GDP every year for the fi-
nancing of public goods by urban-
level bodies. Such an arrangement
will be the third pillar of fiscal fed-
eralism. Further, the State Finance
Commissions should be accorded
the same status as the Finance
Commission and the 3Fs of demo-
cratic decentralisation (funds,
functions and functionaries) vigo-
rously implemented. This will
strengthen and deepen our foun-
dational democratic framework.

Fine-tuning the GST

The fourth pillar — and in a sense
what is central and binding — is the
“flawless” or model GST. It is to
the credit of our democratic ma-
turity that the GST Bill was passed
unanimously by Parliament; but in
its present form, it is far from flaw-
less. It needs further simplification
and extended coverage. We need
to quickly achieve the goal of a sin-
gle rate GST with suitable sur-
charges on “sin goods,” zero rating
of exports and reforming the Inte-
grated Goods and Services Tax
(IGST) and the e-way bill. The GST
Council should adopt transparen-
cy in its working, and create its
own secretariat with independent
experts also as its staff. This will
enable it to undertake further re-
forms in an informed and transpa-
rent manner. Thus, India will be
able to truly actualise the “grand
bargain” and see the GST as an en-
during glue holding the four pil-
lars together by creating the new
fiscal federal architecture and
strengthening India’s unique
cooperative federalism.

Vijay Kelkar and Abhay Pethe are the
Vice-President and Founder Member,
respectively, of the Pune International
Centre

ghanistan. The point being that In-
dia-U.S. cooperation on terrorism
has several components to be fac-
tored in and the Indian euphoria
surrounding Mr. Trump’s relent-
less bluster against Pakistan needs
to tempered with some realism.

The Hindutva nationalists in In-
dia have a deep suspicion of China
and its intention and they consider
the U.S. as an ally and a partner,
but the tactical nature of that ap-
proach is not hidden or unstated.
The cultural suspicion of the U.S.
itself is an additional factor.

A speech by Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat
to a gathering of the organisation
on June 16 in Nagpur is instructive:
“We are progressing and we will
continue to progress. When India
advances, when our Hindu society
advances... the implication of that
is that the selfishness that domi-
nates the world is bound to come
to an end... Countries that domi-
nate the world using their money
power and military power with the
facade of grandiloquence. There-
fore, there are many out there who
do not want India’s progress. I
don’t take names, but you under-
stand. Many countries in the world
are forced to support us because
we have now become stronger.
That is for advancing their inter-
ests. If we let them take advantage
of our internal differences, our
new beginning after 70 years will
be eclipsed before it fully blos-
soms and bears fruit.”

Mr. Pompeo and Mr. Jaishankar
have the task of navigating a bum-
py ride.

varghese.g@thehindu.co.in
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Religious freedom not be saddened by
Articles 25 to 28 of the criticism.”
Constitution grant the ISHAN FOUZDAR,
freedom of religion but one ~ Bengaluru

wonders whether they are
restricted to the text alone
(Page 1, “BJP slams U.S. for
‘bias’ against the PM”, June
23). With instances of
communal violence and
mob-lynching on the rise,
we have to ask ourselves
whether we have this
freedom. The current
government seems to slam
critics instead of looking
into the wrong that is being
done.

There have been constant
statements about the need
to make India a “Hindu
Rashtra”. Instead of
slamming the criticism, the
government should take
corrective measures. It
must remember the Prime
Minister’s words, “If there
is no criticism, democracy
will be at a loss. One should

m Top leaders of the ruling
party condemn acts of
violence and hatred against
the minorities in a ritualistic
manner more out of
compulsion than conviction.
The failure to prevent hate
crimes, protection to the
perpetrators of these crimes
and weak law enforcement
are facts that cannot be
refuted. Crimes against the
minorities cannot be
delinked from the
emergence of the ruling
party as the country’s
principal political force.

G. DAVID MILTON,
Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

= The present government is
known not to accept its
failures and the truth with
grace. The same government

asserted that demonetisation
was a success though the
central bank said that most
of the banned denomination
notes were returned. There
is also data on low GDP
growth and a high
unemployment rate which
are contrary to the
government’s claim that the
country is on the path to
development. When the
government cannot accept
authentic data, no one
expects it to agree with the
U.S.’s assessment of India’s
“religious freedom”.

KSHIRASAGARA BALAJI RAO,
Hyderabad

History and progress
The absence of Jawaharlal
Nehru’s name in the
President’s address to both
Houses of Parliament must
lead to contemplation.
Nehru, the first Prime
Minister of free India, keeps
being ignored under the

current political dispensation
not because the Congress is
not in power but because our
history’s palimpsest is sought
to be overwritten by the
politics of the day. But this
cannot negate the reality that
the Nehruvian era was ahead
of its times and which is
what enabled us to sustain
both democracy and
economic progress at fair
levels. The first of the famed
IITs was established ahead of
our first general election of
independent India — a
foresight to ensure that the
right to education goes
hand-in-hand with the right
to vote and technological
and research institutes go to
form the bulwark of our
macro-economics. There is a
lesson for any progressive
nation; history is not for
selective reading, and it
matters less as to where we
started but more how we
intend hence onwards to

progress quickly and
inclusively.

R. NARAYANAN,
Navi Mumbai

Afghan jolt

In Saturday’s nail-biting
encounter between India
and Afghanistan, it was
Mohammed Shami who
ensured our victory.
Afghanistan put up a brave
fight till the last over. The
collapse of India’s middle
order is cause for concern
(‘Sport’ page, “Shami’s
hat-trick seals it for India in a
sensational finish”, June 23).

SRAVANA RAMACHANDRAN,
Chennai

= On a slow track at the
Hampshire Bowl,
Southampton, it turned out
to be a game of fine margins.
While the earlier victories
against bigger teams were
relatively easy, the Men in
Blue were thoroughly tested

before the business end of
the tournament. Sometimes
tough wins inject more
confidence than the easy
ones, and the win against
Afghanistan was one such.
Full marks to Afghanistan for
playing tough cricket against
a top team.

R. SIVAKUMAR,
Chennai

= India won only because of
some brilliant pace bowling
from an ever consistent
Bumrah and Shami. The
shock that Afghanistan was
close to giving us should
make the Indian team
managers ponder over the
brittle middle order batting
An over-reliance on the
openers and Kohli does not
augur well for India’s smooth
progress.

DEVADAS V.,
Kannur, Kerala

MORE LETTERS ONLINE:
www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/
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A dialogue of civilisations

China is actively promoting the idea of confluence of civilisations. Why is India so inactive?

SUDHEENDRA KULKARNI

Is the 2Ist century going to be
marked by a fruitful conversation
among civilisations or marred by a
frightening conflict of civilisations?
This is one of the most vigorously de-
bated questions in our times.

In the closing decade of the last
century, Samuel Huntington, a noted
American political scientist, put for-
ward the thesis of “The Clash of Civil-
isations’. He claimed that the future
trend of world politics would be de-
fined by the conflict between West-
ern and non-Western civilisations.
His belief: the West’s superior civili-
sation would triumph in this clash.
Many in America and Europe lapped
up his thesis, since it had appeared
soon after the end of the Cold War,
which saw the disintegration of the
Soviet Union and the emergence of
the U.S. as the sole superpower.

Since then, numerous public fi-
gures around the world have coun-
tered Huntington’s theory. Notable
among them was Mohammad Khata-
mi, Iran’s President from 1997 to
2005. To its abiding credit, the Unit-
ed Nations endorsed his counter-
concept and proclaimed 2001 as the
“UN Year of Dialogue among
Civilisations”.

A new Cold War?

The U.S. has become a diminished
power in the past three decades. Ne-
vertheless, it appears that Hunting-
ton’s argument still has backers in
the Donald Trump administration.
One of its high-ranking officials has
sought to paint the current U.S.-Chi-
na trade war on the canvas of a ‘clash
of civilisations’.

In a recent speech, State Depart-
ment Policy Planning Director Kiron
Skinner alerted Americans to the
“long-term threat” posed by China,
and said that countering this threat is
“a fight with a really different civilisa-
tion”. She described the Cold War
between the U.S. and the Soviet Un-
ion as “a fight within the Western fa-
mily”. In contrast, she said, “It’s the
first time that we will have a great
power competitor that is not Cauca-

SINGLE FILE

Creating sanctuaries of
hope for migrant workers

Promises like ‘Housing for All by 2022’
fail to address the needs of migrants

MADHURIKA SANKAR

There is a wilderness within our
borders. It’s so vast that it covers an
entire nation, with around 100 mil-
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sian.” In addition to arrogantly pro-
claiming civilisational superiority,
her remark was plainly racist. Many
around the world are today wonder-
ing: is Washington planning a new
Cold War? Will the world have to pay
a heavy price once again?

It is against this backdrop that we
should see the significance of a new
initiative by Chinese President Xi
Jinping. In recent years, no leader
has been championing the need for
inter-civilisational dialogue for world
peace and common prosperity more
forcefully and consistently than Mr.
Xi. He is also the only contemporary
global leader proposing such dia-
logue as a path to reach a much lof-
tier goal, of “building a community
of common future for mankind”,
which he expounded at the UN’s
70th anniversary summit in 2015.

In the debate on whether there
will be a conflict or confluence of ci-
vilisations, three questions become
pertinent. Are all civilisations equal?
Can dialogue really help in address-
ing the big challenges before the
world today? And how should na-
tions learn from one another? Mr. Xi
has answered these squarely.

In his speech at the UNESCO head-
quarters in Paris in 2014, Mr. Xi had
said: “All civilisations are equal, and
such equality has made exchanges
and mutual learning among civilisa-
tions possible. All human civilisa-
tions are equal in terms of value.
They all have their respective
strengths and shortcomings. There is
no perfect civilisation in the world.
Nor is there a civilisation that is de-
void of any merit. No one civilisation
can be judged superior to another.”

Speaking at the 19th Congress of
the Chinese Communist Party in Oc-

tober 2017, he highlighted the rele-
vance of this debate to the newest,
and one of the most pressing, pro-
blems facing the entire planetary
population: climate change. He said
the world needs to make a transition
from “industrial civilisation” to “eco-
logical civilisation”, and learn to
create “harmony between man and
nature”, a noble teaching embedded
in all the world’s civilisations, cul-
tures and religions.

Dialogue of civilisations

He continued his advocacy by host-
ing a major ‘Conference on Dialogue
of Asian Civilisations’ in Beijing last
month, in which I participated as a
non-governmental delegate. Over
2,000 participants representing the
48 Asian countries, and also many
distinguished personalities from oth-
er continents, attended the event. In
his keynote, Mr. Xi stressed the im-
portance of Asia, a continental “cra-
dle of civilisations” that “covers a
third of the earth’s land mass and has
two-thirds of the world’s popula-
tion”. Explaining the purpose of the
conference, he said, “The world to-
day is moving toward greater multi-
polarity, economic globalisation and
cultural diversity, and is becoming
increasingly information-oriented.
All this points to promising prospects
for the future. Meanwhile, instability
and uncertainties are mounting and
the global challenges faced by hu-
manity are becoming ever more
daunting, calling for joint responses
from countries around the world.”
His prescription: “to meet our com-
mon challenges and create a better
future for all, we look to culture and
civilisation to play their role, which is
as important as the role played by

economy, science and technology.”

In an indirect reference to the pro-
tectionist and supremacist stance be-
ing adopted by the U.S., Mr. Xi cau-
tioned: “Civilisations don’t have to
clash with each other; what is need-
ed are eyes to see the beauty in all ci-
vilisations... If countries choose to
close their doors and hide behind
them, human civilisations would be
cut off from each other and lose all
vitality. We Asian people hope that
all countries will reject self-exclu-
sion, embrace integration, uphold
openness and promote policy, infras-
tructure, trade, financial and people-
to-people connectivity.”

History is witness to how civilisa-
tions decline and die when they be-
come exclusivist. Mr. Xi put it well:
“We need to stay open and inclusive
and draw on each other’s strengths.
All living organisms in the human bo-
dy must renew themselves through
metabolism; otherwise, life would
come to an end. The same is true for
civilisations. Long-term self-isolation
will cause a civilisation to decline,
while exchanges and mutual learn-
ing will sustain its development.”

Why was India absent?

As an Indian, I was happy when Mr.
Xi in his speech made a special refe-
rence to India’s contribution to the
richness of Asian civilisations by
mentioning the Rigveda, Ganga and
Indus rivers, and, above all, the
priceless gift of Buddhism. However,
again as an Indian, I was assailed by a
disturbing thought: when China is
taking the lead in spiritedly cham-
pioning inter-civilisational dialogue
within Asia and around the world,
why is India, inheritor to one of the
richest and oldest civilisations, so in-
active at the governmental level? Al-
so, why didn’t India send an official
delegation to the conference?

An official delegate could have
presented a picture of India-China ci-
vilisational solidarity, which is best
described by this poem by Rabindra-
nath Tagore, who is as highly res-
pected in China as in our own coun-
try: “Once I went to the land of
China,/ Those whom I had not met/
Put the mark of friendship on my fo-
rehead/ Calling me their own”.

Sudheendra Kulkarni, an aide to former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, is founder of the
‘Forum for a New South Asia — Powered by
India-China-Pakistan Cooperation’

Confronting news avoidance

Initiatives such as slow news, seen as effective antidotes to
breaking news, offer hope at a time of information overload

A.S. PANNEERSELVAN

One is rarely reminded of literature when
reading an exhaustive domain survey. The
2019 Reuters Institute Digital News Report,
which covered 38 markets globally across six
continents, documented an increasing phe-
nomenon — news avoidance. It pointed out
that improved technology increases access
to news but also makes it easier to avoid it.

Reading this section of the survey, I was
reminded of Toni Morrison’s insightful ob-
servation about “our own rapidly disinte-
grating sense of belonging”. On receipt of the
2008 PEN/Borders Literary Service Award,
the Nobel laureate said: “Certain kinds of
trauma visited on people are so deep, so
cruel that unlike money, unlike vengeance,
even unlike justice and rights, or the good-
will of others, only writers can translate such
trauma and turn sorrow into meaning, shar-
pening the moral imagination. A writer’s life
and work are not a gift to mankind; they are
its necessity.” What she said about writing in
general applies to journalism too.

There are multiple reasons for news avoi-
dance. According to the Reuters Institute stu-
dy, polarisation, misinformation, and low
trust may not be the only issues facing the
news industry. In its data this year, it found
that almost a third (32%) of its respondents
said that they actively avoid news — three
percentage points more than in 2017. This,
according to the study, may be because the
world has become a more depressing place
or because media coverage tends to be re-
lentlessly negative — or a mix of the two.
News avoidance figure reached a staggering
11% even in Japan where reading the news is
often seen as a duty.

Uneven fallout

Ruth Palmer and Benjamin Toff, in their
prediction for journalism in 2019 for the Nie-
man Journalism Lab at Harvard University,
pointed out that for a growing number of pe-
ople, navigating the stresses of daily life in-
volves opting out of following the news.
Their biggest concern was that the news
avoidance will most probably play out un-
evenly, and hence it may increase existing in-
equalities. For instance, they rightly pointed
out that a gender gap in news avoidance is
cause for alarm because, “if women, and
lower-income women in particular, are less
informed about political affairs than other
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groups, they may be poorly positioned to ad-
vocate for themselves politically.” It is impor-
tant here to recollect the response of a wo-
man in 24-35 age group in the U.K.: “News is
a major negative and has a huge impact on
everyone who watches it. There is never any
positive or happy news.”

Mr. Toff argued that for news avoiders, the
high costs of consuming news in terms of
time or emotional resources are not offset by
the perceived benefits because the value of
political information as social currency may
be low. A study by the Pew Research re-
vealed that seven out of 10 Americans have
news fatigue. In this study, it was clear that
feeling overwhelmed by the news is more
common among those who follow the news
less closely than among those who are avid
consumers. Hence, journalists may not be
the best judges to understand the growing
distance between citizens and news.
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Joshua Benton, director of the Nieman
Journalism Lab, collated some of the com-
ments for a short article on news avoidance
by Isabelle Roughol, senior editor-at-large at
LinkedIn, to understand the range of factors
that has contributed to news fatigue. He
found out that by focussing too much on
trust factor and the polarising voices on
Twitter, news managers are missing the larg-
er group that just doesn’t like the meal news
media have been serving: “The ones who
find the news we produce disempowering,
stress-inducing, and, frankly, not worth the
time and effort.”

The increased access, the unending news
cycle where news is breaking every second,
and the proliferation of platforms that offer
news have led to a form of news overload. In
this context, initiatives such as slow news,
seen as antidotes to the debilitating effect of
breaking news, offer hope. The proponents
of this model are looking to respond with
more meaningful, inclusive, and less relent-
lessly negative coverage — often developed in
closer collaboration with audiences. The
Reuters study revealed that explanatory
journalism is resonating well with the youn-
ger readers. To paraphrase Toni Morrison,
we need a language that helps restore a
sense of belonging.

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 24, 1969
RBI help sought to serve State Bank clients

The assistance of the Reserve Bank of India has been sought
for the provision of funds to the hardpressed clients of the
State Bank of India, badly hit by the indefinite strike by the
bank’s supervisory staff, it is learnt. The Reserve Bank is un-
derstood to be considering the possibility of providing funds
to the Government departments, public sector corporations
and the private sector firms which are in need of cash. Tele-
grams are reported to be pouring in from the clients of the
State Bank all over the country desperately seeking such assis-
tance from the Reserve Bank. There is yet no indication of the

Centre intervening in the dispute between the management
and the striking staff of the State Bank of India. It is learnt that
the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Morarji Desai, is very firm
about not intervening in the dispute unless the supervisory
staff called off the strike.

lion inhabitants, one-fifth of our la-
bour force. The total earnings of
these seasonal wanderers, India’s
internal migrant workers, are
around $170 billion per annum, i.e.
around 6% of India’s GDP. Sadly,
this wilderness, comprising the re-
sidents hidden away in industrial
complexes, in soot-ridden kitchens of hotels and in dusty
construction sites, is invisible to the naked eye.

Shambhu Ghatak, from the Inclusive Media for Change
Project, says the migrant population in India is riddled with
the issues of inadequate housing; low-paid, insecure or ha-
zardous work; extreme vulnerability of women and children
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A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 24, 1919

Relief Scheme. Bombay Corporation’s Proposal.

Some time back the Bombay Municipal Corporation instruct-
ed its medical relief committee to prepare a scheme for the fu-
ture working of volunteers and voluntary organisations in con-
junction with the health department on occasions of
outbreaks of epidemic in the city. The following is the outline

DATA POINT

to trafficking and sex exploitation; exclusion from state ser- ° In 1997, out of every 1,000 live births in India, 71 infants died before turning one. of the scheme proposed after a prolonged and careful deliber-
vices such as health and education; and discrimination Morta]lty In 1997-2008, the figure reduced to 53 (-18), and between 2008 and 2017, it ation. The city should be divided into 50 units, each unit con-
based on ethnicity. Furthermore, there are mental health is- dropped to 33 (-20). The rate of reduction in Infant Mortality Rate (IMR)* has not sisting of about 20,000 population. Each unit should have a
sues, not to mention the c!arkness of debt-ridden, bonded malady improved much and the rural-urban gap too remains high across these two time committee consisting of a chairman and not more than two
labour. But, herein lies an irony: a treasure-trove of close to periods in some States. By Siddarth Rao T and Vignesh Radhakrishnan members. Each committee should have an organisation con-
$3 billion, levied as cess on builders under two migrant sisting of a doctor, two nurses and not less than 10 volunteers.
workers acts, lies grossly underutilised. Access to the money « The first three State IMR 2017 IMR 97 - IMR'08- | IMRurban- | IMR urban- | IMR urban- As far as possible one of the members of the committee should
eludes migrant workers as they need to provide proof of ad- columns show IMR in IMR 08 IMR 17 rural (97) | rural (08) | rural (17) be a member of the Corporation. The committee should be or-
dress, which is difficult due to the fluidity of their lives. 2017 and the reduction Goa 9 ganised with the assistance of such voluntary bodies as may be
Further, ration gards, Voter IDs and Aadhaar cards are also of IMR across two Kerala 10 willing to co-operate.
not easy to obtain. time periods. For Manipur 12
Trade unions are the best way for the workers to benefit instance, Odisha's 2017 —
from government welfare schemes but employers often IMR is relatively high S'lfk'm 12
prefer hiring unregistered migrants over their registered compared to others Mizoram 15 CONCEPTUAL
counterparts, further distancing the migrants’ access. There and the change across Dethi 16
is also the Inter-State Migrant Workmen Act (1979), enacted the two periods has T.N. 16 Continental axis hyp()thesis
to prevent migrant workers from being exploited, but it is remained similar Maharashtra 19 GEOGRAPHY
rarely invoked and the penalty is minimal. « The next three Punjab 21 — ) ) ) ) )
However, there are rays of hope, stemming from civil so- columns show the Himachal 2 Also known as the ‘cpntmental orientation hypothesis’, this
ciety organisations like the Aajeevika Bureau, Hunnarshala R D e DEETES WB. 4 refers to a hypothesis on why certain regions of the world
Foundation and Ci3; some Corporate Social Responsibility time spans. States like “arnataka | 25 throughout history experienced more economic develop-
(CSR) initiatives; forward-thinking government schemes like Assam and Madhya o > ment than others. It states that regions of the earth that are
that for affordable, migrant housing in Bhuj; and from these Pradesh have a higher ”P”ra spread across a large latitudinal area, that is east-west, are
resolute workers themselves (the women toilet-masons of divide Gujarat 30 more Iikely to witness greater development than regions that
Assam are a story of positive irony, for a change). - Shades of red Haryana 30 extend longitudinally, that is north-south. This is because
We need something more than the promise of ‘Housing it é’ateeslgwfr levels AP, 32 temperatures are largely similar across latitudes, which helps
for All -by 2022’, which fails to address the needs qf accom- A Bihar 35 technology and ideas to spr_ead among a larger POP_UIaUOH-_It
modation for such workers. There need to be multi-level re- green shades Rajasthan 38 was first proposed by American geographer Jared Diamond in
forms, with an e;fnpgals)ils on sustainab}lle, inclusi\f construc(i indicate progress Meghalaya 39 his popular 1997 book Guns, Germs, and Steel.
tion practices; affordable temporary housing schemes; an :
inclusive urbanisation at the top. These should be peppered Union territories were not SdPISha :1
with legally binding implementation protocols. We need to ;ngsl;zsgei f%g;gstséggzs did All'u.nachal - i
accommodate the wilderness within, so as to help morph S S
this open cage, in which migrant workers live, into a sanctu- * Number of infant deaths ':/Isiam i;' MORE ON THE WEB #§{2¢8,
ary of inclusive hope. pertioo0te bfrths. India 33 Nadigar Sangam elections: a star-studded affair
Source: Sample Registration System
The writer is based in Chennai http://bit.ly/nadigarsangam

CM .
K LU

AND-X



31HS 33111l 7 feeelt | WIER, 24 55 2019 e
I8 7, A oA &b
femmT o aaif Bl STRA
3, Rerp ae 8, A
3 AT e B tferat
P e AR B
U RIS | TH BT BHAT a0 & @1 & STd5[g Wlst &5 H d1d BH 8iH Bt fheeTel 3G &l &1
SR R &b MhHB AR Mt 71 ST & B 3 T &
O >> 9 3N
* *
qTd | dSdl YR L
*
SESHEAE & T S i et § ST TN e i 3G T ¢ | vl 7 € fF gR e & €, Rt s Sire % 3R H S % e e aﬁ-aa@wltﬁw
T 3 W G EHA & foIw S B & 1 o 39 A € Sgd W ¢ | SHA 3 TecTehiel THEiar foman o, sifesh 30 weire uivers wimen a; s %
Fatfer, et o, ST 5 oG A Ao A1 B S S e A g A, A o o ot B 9 el 0 o ser B 2. 1 0 61 yfd Tk Hohd
SRT 7o W § STt SRR 9 i T I g T H ik 3, Fored smRent fedhi @ U ¢ | SR 2, WISt & # 71 hH B o fore
AR iR ST % org ST 391 & s TR THEM 1T 1 7S § foR 31 ®9 4 welic & 5 % & ST T 3RS AR & & AR 90 1 o =t FEA F ST AR T

T 9 e =RE R GG T 8, 98 T g % forg
e €139 o9 oS 39 3 3 W g9 &l Ry
T & e NfEd a9 W 59 e 39 9 foen, S99
T fefd T ETel S Th FI-E SHHE ST STl |
T I 3fR o, <9 3TF e ¢ ¥ WA F Y e Red
o1 ft FE | AT TE & R % (Ts e

TSHTHS T YA o HRUT ¢ YT T 63 & W

TeISIE S 37U TEhITE dok ST 1@ gU 8 | Selfeh o
ST 2 TR SRS BHel 7 Sieh off 3§ 3T STSi Y &
& feon ¥ ey 337 ehel 8189 3 7 shelel S W 3R
T it I ! S el B, Sk 07 Y 59 AR
YTt T EgeR gAe 1 4t e foman @, S Tehe ik
fireger ofi=r @1 FrEfra s €)1 frdem fadk a@ =i @
o st IR S0 & o i qAaEl | o R <w

NG F B BT RR

@ of T TR R GR feueflr MR 141 31 SR & IR &
e & faw g T e G ant # 9Ra # sTaRet #
TFGRT T Teh-GER 1 T fafd TRt sigT €1 300 | ST T
e A1 et T & F=me g €, T SfaRe STIHYH ¥ At
aifew, afesh TH-T A i W 9 3R B § dHT
T ek ST =T 3R T 9 & G & i FoR A ot
T TER T eI HEAT AT Th GO 50 9 e fEuaia el W sEaR gU e |
ISTH AT I SR A H TEE B fee-Tera &7 %1 Wt M ok e §

&
A 2, Il F S 2+ 2 THIfaR T
I Sl gE 8, STfh! Tsgufa 3R

TS TR ST €0, FTeeh! e ftheteret o =gl et |
STl ek WA 1 T 8, T STRERI-S0 ol ol
IS T8 81 39 S0 § T ST oI Y 1 9T
21 378 W % TR U gas T W s 1 i
THEM WS, Fod I Dl A § o dSi S |
TR A & Tord SIS] feiel @ret & § & o ©
TRTYAT STEE ARG IReialt o GRem § 8t 21

i 2w

T &1 AT 39 GeT 955 T T &,
1578 &9R Tl 7 gt #t ST T FRF
o1 &1 T 39 SEE R Ghe
Gofarendh, Tl #3797 iR Sfad
@t 813 @ =is e o R
FIART FI Al & - Flar s7 g4t
=isil HT TVRR TR &1 9153 T aoiT
FI BT Gl & 9o T gois § o9
T F7 6 G & §, TR § 5% -

" : TR T o el ST 2t et 2 1 31 & Hehre § AT e
iR o Iedt SR wrerelt § g9 fomm : e W 39 3R e € foh ool SfreT W e o €1 wiRa oiR st 3 fafieT erer
¥ T A | T W T ,ﬂ; : ., T T FH T TG G A A RO S H B 9% e s
Toiell H %8 9 3@ S Fh €, 3 W . e 3R SR HT W@E o I AR ®, S S 9t & g & S faver
o s ot v, et 1 3T Rt i s ARG U Sl s G il R DN i
=few )| 3 i R e, hifeqef & T i T 2 R w1 32 T & TG
Y IR Fo9% 9 =1 hIA bt R a%@mqsﬁﬂﬁ@ﬂaﬁnsﬂﬁﬂsﬁ RIBSK I & foIq T = F 3T F T E, AT 5% 5
B =T, iR whd TEHE T g ﬁﬂﬂﬁwgﬁma?mﬁa?ﬁ TR ST # T o1 Wl w6 B A A 1 9 IR G & A o ST ST S F) TET AT # g
Eikca 31k g & I fRRTA 1 BIgHT 311 41 & SIS W Yok TS AWl H off TeX Toi €1 T HT TH-400 & qeriarelt 5 awE s & T8 A
T T TEe SR Ry o e ) A wifeu, ik FFAFT #T The URD FI  fTEM YR ST T GREN F foIw S 2 7 o far g e & P o 5 g
fE 3w o, W 2, @ g &1 ol ¥l o o d8eR Red o S 2 | s Qi bl IR A A baikhiske sl
R SRR WA 5 HE AR TR g yree A e T W SRR O A e s @ we b o e | 5T ] fgaa 3
fop T 25 et T el o e 2 o e e e T , 51 A & ST MG
1T, B9 ff Ui SHes 79 % aR § TE . SENT T TR WO AR HA AR AR HEAHES w1 o o fer wehar STl T W Ged G e e
e | o7 A bt TR T f TR wﬁagwaﬁxamﬁwaaﬁw ¥ AR 9 WRG H o el | P10 B, BAR T % ST b S
o % Thd 3, 3IR 3% TEE H B AT el 3 S HehR fRT €, 97 Tk Ww @ @ 3 =R eI @ s % & ot 81 78 gAR iR e 8 g
FOTHEA §, W WY & e SfTeE =T, S e sed €, B wod orst  wHenell % A GEMM 9 7 ool Hes e =fe| SR H Wi Sl B o ST 3T STl i el &1 =eu? 39 &ty 1 fire & S 3t 8 o siaa: &7
TETETERhel T W6 50 HIEE! 3@ Yoh  9iel o g ¢, s gFf S g oot €9 &, sfee afYes 'R W ot WRIeT 3@ g, WRA § W, TEA A %R 3R UE T A el el SR ek T U 37 URaR & &1 e & 3k 37
W HTA T A A ST Tl ¢ S h Sl Y Tk | 3R TS| e foRe ores faA B, s e TR SWH H AW AN FE A % S ARew o % B I8 | STl F TSR G I I E B,
IRa H1 RE HT Fgwt SgTm off F RG-SR o TEEned H WRA IR STRET %k AW %E Wi R S0 SR comell ol Afeser owgeil I WRd 1 YU SIS =R, s I 59 a1 S fraid gER forw ST & ot 3
T € | 8, T8 T © b ohe oTifehl Sl T v T €, AfR 5% e SR At €, O Wel § qAfET € Fimdl W F R geEr TR S whdl, Ot H @i | IR 99 % STIRIReE alch o Sy F o, o Rk g T av
T MRA % A Yooh S 8, ARRT 90 W37 F T oY @A & aS@ FES RO O Sgeidd SR i SHE gk QW oG SGT | TRSTEl Tt & Aot fer 2, 9% R e fred 71 &1 7o e S R S

A 5@ ik 9 39 g2 1 ISM, e Wl
T 2

TEIE MRG-3TARE Feiy F S

Ft 3ot areft sl (Shuwrdt) # R =

ferder w5t =t e 21

ol & PR H Herd @, EAd

| e H g w1 HAIS GRS R S H T@d gU ORTEEdl R o) El W, AR 19 SHeh hEhed &1 sETelt & for e SRR & g frsfirer } S s & e —
A ot 29 i 56 o1 1 GEEH g Hoeeieral % O e =ifew) Aeelt e 1 ad 2018 H %] U Genell & 7@ wEu, oith WRd s refereren ot .WW;Z?/ Ff ¥ g 3_3’#%?;;?;@#'
— Q= I3 WA g —QEZERT-
>> TAMTE fITE e

T, S
3T Forerrdt et

T IwE TS a-T W TH

WE AU THAT HifSig T

Hog T ot o, S A uRa

T gAY fors 3= 379 W
q dfen wgg, giEE, @S, g iR
IfFaemel T ARG, fEaRi | M SR
SiaRey o heH W& o1eT T R | g TWH
IAHH TR T €8 97 JA1ef @ 1 e
# 39 el i 1q A W E, S EH R &
T TN 3Tad § <@ & e s
= BT ISI-TST H WX S Arelr e |
TR & S Sl STl S
ofghel wicsl Ug gifed o1 guef | ga-r
e AT I8 TRHN T o7 I =h1 It
T SUSTSY TRl o1l 7 A R 9, T
TlFX, 7 SR o=l h fAU My @i
e | Fies gfawrsii o1 S ST 3R
= 2T, O IS a4 o= 7 WA |

HRA Hl T 311 81 TeTwBi AT HRA & FUA P FIBR &1 d1ed &,
ot TR Ja3i § FeIR 37! Trfesansi # AT aifee

% YR T&A 2 | T8l GUR T BT =i
for T SRERET iR TsHaRT & fag
TR A § gars] SffHard &R fe
ST | 57 T ot 3R STret StiReniat
& = HT IAN] WHN A § B
T, 39 o7 9 UR o949 g o
S | 39 &7 9 37 srearelt # ST of it
e # fega o, 9 T 9 s ot
femm ot 3R STt @M 39 TS
faem, fSer 9 fosit erudet ® sarst
AT Y &THAT &l 2

fordiog =ad © foF 9Ra § e & e

TSTTeh 38 ATl = ot
I ohl 3R <l Tt

IR ST IORI D TA™DIoT fofel D IR iferdn g # g3l
qaus 3 g1 IR Sl Ui diferdl I IR &1 R ISl IRuR S fepart
3| goue # IR S Wall # st 31 T derd 1 olfhs R s
Bl TR Al e 3 Wl # I A el P I, S I8 AR
9 {5 9 3+l UG QX % | 9gd DA 39 H & {J Iq J 30
fepetiafic X e T # 91T fan 3r, STel & # 3o foafgan
Hresfepel B Wpel ST Febell ATl Hel 121 db UGTS Bl clfchel HIdl-
el 37t 9, A 38 Warel =Tl MR b ) ol Dl Uers & feiy
@8l 3R B3 AT S| SAdofdel FH chedR g 37 US|

37 3 TR 3 370 e 3iR o1 & WY Wl W S a@m| R A

ST H T T, T F9, T HIeT

$qeR Tt R IR e A, aIoRT SR B 3R B A1 3 S T WA ST I STEe J S ISR FAS F T b HR & A Te 3R T T Prer-serE] w9
T AR B e 3 RS s Bl B ), Foree O o 4 T e T, A e e FE A TS T A e fo T SRR SR
@l i 1 oo 8 f o0 @ ol o, @ A e ww [ T AT P A P g TP ST S TR A 80| o o o @ 95 A
By T ST 3 AP 3R e R SHF WIE A HERT e W A et | % STR TR Tt W o S & T SR S, g e g i o

el & TR A FHRI D I 30T et e T F1 FA R B 5T 9 R O e B, f SRR wes W Frs &1 @t | STeR] 7 s STahT T8

| 59 DA A A PE P WEY TUE o 7 SR 7 @ RER ¥ ge 3, T T R, A el % HH | o ST F11 376 @I AT 373 G 37

3ISTHARIT| R 3131 fadey @t el 9 58 1 ST R, R o @ T Rt e TS ST 3iR et W 35 AT SR BRI G ST

W Py 3MEPRY 3 e, Py fem 391 # uR @™ @ T ST AT WRa 5 SECTAl AT T U [ & &i37

fervafemerd @1 3R fepan 3R Py el 3 HSTFHEIGR 1 SH U ST o HRl ik frmor et <78 S, Tl T SEH QU WRa FETa1 G &7 o1 [ ST Rt

ot 91| B A A TD IoRM, TR o el 1T el gU €, S s %1 3T Yo HEH @ F 1 ST GAE 1 @ T

FERTG 3R ISRA # gHdl &1 el
FIRIE, & fHEE BT 3R B Wl P
| HERT Bl AGH ISR B T8 DI
2 8 21 3R R I Bl 3 & 3R
S SR <G Bl o7t ST’ T8l Bt
2199 2004 # # AERTE A 3R S

A ARG

REAIRIB 09 15 g 0 T o) 81l e
. . AR ded FARD IfcRiel & e gferan & feférest <91 370sl Il Bl ] &1 GHT & T &1 F o7 TE
frrafa g 21 e A Wl & oI Aa P TR oA ST SRR 4 3 T 21 T ROE b Ff 2014-18 ferelt T sifewn # e A ¥ U ogd oS &% Gawdl G g G e, a2
@& 2 fop A e fior ) e : SHER Ted 9 | 8 ST SAEm Ster SHiT-faerd SR 9é, g7 g3 W W e @it g7 @
o 1 3R o 3R ool < g1 W R v IR 3 o A @ ‘ T F F A e E | I A g I P sheT s, T g7 AR IR TE

FEANT fon| gy 2007 # 3R H Wl 37 | AAfchet 3 el Bl
TN 91 el o, Rieh R A # 3FIR DI ISR <18 A1l A
3R 3T et 31 [hgreil 1 Fariesd fpan SiR ¢l & 3R
oRDR ST, fecell & IRl # 38 Sael &l I Bl | Bleliich a5
] fost T8l Tl uri| g WY 3UST Ties drel il Bl el

A1 T R H T Agh! 310 9 faar & g W R,
e, T U g X &l T8 & | 30 et ek S i
TE STATN? 36 e SR # i 93
TU 87 ST, # <o s <t §
T 9 ToRd 3T

-y Q% Oy

. : : o TSI % Fr § U | SEE I fim, g7 gd s 98 R faere
AN e Wm ﬂ%.jm 3% % ey W " €N | 9 TR ST Ere o, 39 T ST, 4 QR STE a8
& B¢ R el AiRal B o o §AR o A .- S * ' 21 3R 3uF I veg W foAw off 3q9 dler, d @ciw §9 AR-AREHT W
3R 59 TRE g GARI Ugel 3iER f¥cll| 3U=T o1d & JPEe 31 ARDT - R : ; & T €, e 3w faar % faw FLR BT 21 G 7T
P URURS Bl BISHR qRTAT Bl ol | 3« fepareit & fore i&- 03% i S | fRT S ST | Sier i deal & T off 3 3T T Fd Y Fal, 9, R AT
mﬂ%%m@@é%ﬁgaﬁ%ﬁmﬁmm O ; szﬁ ——t ?ﬁ.wﬁﬁmﬁmwﬁgﬁ ST | 7 Reerd) el € ST &7 €1
A 21 T P A% e R ) ok 8 211 31 e & W/ ] STEH? 7 -G o T T T o Frot o T e T o 7 8 | 7
R fofeel SRRl & el e o1 21 78] o o o 2, & 981 9 § o s SR SrqE R o o T A 98§ 3 o T SR S E

o 5 81 8 o 5 T > 3 R X T £, 530 v e e 1 ol S A S W S A de Ay | G P e AR
Rt WEPRY IR SEIRT £ LiC| ERLEN EE| FT A . T AR B & 3R Bt 7|
oo o oo o oo o



i%lﬁelﬂé@é o feeett | 24 o1 2019 TR

HUTGhIT 5

forea wee

Iy 12 3icb 109

STHd W Sdrel B3l

T w50 e daryur st e7emeran o
SIS &g T e &Y (SuEer)
TREE ot Tecll g | Fclg AWfel
SR W == A I 98l 9 =edt 31
R e T &I SR @ T | RAR
= A 39 o5 | Ufog 7 g4 &
e W e o T foan oij &
ST % HEE! R FREAT 6 Al i

Fel H T &AM hisd foran | seifog®
iehel 3T =Sl W U | &
v st frerfor wfufa = g fean
T SR Al W THEHH SEe X
% foenfed Hag 1 HETIATET & 9™
st fezm

Tfteg 3 QT w1 off T8 G
oo foh a8 3T SAIRIT 1 AR

TEA R ISHHA | STA 99 2017-18
1 aTftieh STuget fed Wi =t e7afy
I TN HIE AT ST o 37d Tk T
feam | Ty g1 =g = o & W
T I8 ek S § Teh HiH arelt
¢ el wigfeiT sHereen @R s ST |
FRER ¥ FRER S §H 9 A8 &
o Seiaeif e S7aTesd i SHawel i
Ygifaes Hef < < T | 39 sTfueRia
T & Aeam 9 2iwy fean S | 7%
off U 3T=31 el ¥ | el It 9
39 9/ o a1 | &1 el S Wbl ©
g ded Sufal g1 auTehfed &9
H AR T T R R AT
TRIT S 1 o1d el T |

Tgct gU Frml & ded 3R e

B FHId F S TSl AT h TTEhT hl
I F IO AU o9 H STeH arelt
Hufai 30 fo & iR S Tl et
Tl ¥ & 3= gk | A T e
10 HIEET M % 9 § FHME ST |
To% eIfafaa garhs o @ifsia ufi
IUTEHT <l LS ST FHeT SIS
I drert gt | ug srfafta A
FHRERT SAT T IR TS | WIEAR TR
Ta Safeh GAHERT hl T €9 9
it e ot Femi o) faden
39E ¥ | T T &9 Y I8 T wramar
¥ o 1Y o1 BRI RIS G
TR I BT A1 IS 07 o TR T ALl
IR U TR W | 3HF Foid 98 &
T TS Ul o o fTaTe] ol

Bl ot § | STUHt i 3TN ATt 37
1 e 78 T ¥ Toh 8 et MikehR
1 fohrell @rE Sce o fogg A
S T =M |

uRd | kot fhar & s A gl
SR € T © | 9 fafes § fo Sfrawet
RO A SHTHR! e @] g & ot
e off form e s Afer safat
% fEeT® 3T e YEYM 16T ]
T QU | T AR et Wi
(TTUR) ! ety H <) o i foea)
ot TSl S3H A © | 9 TR
IR Tgel Q¥ T HHT ST @I |
I 3T e faam 8 € wet 7 o siR
foRaTaa i =i ¥ THeR W IR iR

T | SOl Rl A8 LT BT AR
o 3 X agamE W A wfafean
Teh | GEAR T SUHS 19 sifed &l
& T ¥, et fafawar &1 s9t
AT T STEX IS S | T8 37k Tfaeeli
iR anforfses faai 1 gonfad F=ar g |
TR gfqerutcress feafa wasik € &R
L U k1 3 g T €M fean s
@1 E @ 7 wiaeae o7 i fomg 21
g A efEa © T wfaeast & wro
HY X EM W o AT A &I |
STt 1 3299 AT o1 foh Susiiert ™
w9 9 FY JUE IS | T § TR TH
ST WIferehR hi SATaegehdl g1 of
W) TIUT i 99 Ay § s hY fea
SR

siuarRes fearfeten gfepar deraia doufoienl bt fiRR FoTrd! &
31X Borerarstt dt Sott bl Hal G YeTel Bt & ISH IR |
faraR ¥ 9138 € 3757 9ME

& R 9 fordll ot W agd
TR i 81 ST dl SHR HTAT
STl 1 T 1 I © | g
st &1 g & fau fafaa T
T1 et fordn ST § | 59 heieri bl
g T Tl § @ SURY &l 39
aTEeh W Uk o7 STt § AT a9
IO BH NI ® | qE qAEuE
Haf &1 &t g * fau THmet
T SATIIIHAT St § | |t FHstarar
I HA F FHH AR I TEHL
79 et 9o 7 ® 1 efroEniie
TR gferan & o19ma § geeE &
T4 I% &Il gt § T 9% 99
fo& fFger gmam fea S 2
Sfroenfien e Sfshan &1t o
T ¢ T mufirerdr &1 o1 I 7
T 1 3ag feoran T € |
3 TR FHUIT TSTHTT SHR Tt
T 13% 39 9 1w fefaa g
B foh hoieR 39 o | had 39
T oA € S I 91 et ol
BT € | 379 H 9RT A &Sl of
Tl § | 9 SUR 9gd AT g1 Sl
¥ A QU sl e T WHT e
7t € fom 7 ot of forn Sw e
et SuR) 37 T <l =ard @A

1 S SET o Sl & | 8 "
IS gEH H YA I Heierl 9
HYeh R A1 st AT IS § |
S I AR SR Ot § 98
T TE O T g8 W W =t ¢ |
Tt off THT 3R HelgRI 1 BT
% IFGH Tl ThT STTLRON TSeAd

7 20 91 98 HI GAT H dTW®
¥ | 379 wfaa 9wa | U afEta
#1 fIeE &3 R e g
BIFHE T ATEH T | T HTh 37
el @ fAger o1 gekar § et
ST Tk TSed O ¥ T WY
I Bl | IRl 1 TR TSt

? @ T8 S o YA 1 S HY
HHAT T |

IRd § 78 fegnd @EdR W €
Fiifer a5t s IR FASR 2 |
AR TGT Sl 9 ared! AT T
o S T8 ATt =ik 98 ®01 FI
T[OTRT 1 FTferd il € | ST 01
T TUTE gfed Bl © O 39 q
TgH Wt HHAER TSt ¥ TEH
g # faerdt ® 1 39 SutE §
AT TRt B © SR AT wm
SIS T 9§ 81 o il | 98t
arrest fearfq =t oq wa € o &

| Tedied uigufaei off | 3|
Wﬁ%am%ﬁﬁmaﬁm
H TR L AT ST | Th Teh HL
T oot afEafaEt bt st § IR
Tl 1 AEE ¥ GAYTAE A T |

TS THR <9 ot forera fearfd 10

T T a1 7 SR 0T A off
T WEEE |

@ & B =fen | W e
FHIAT o I ThaIhd i o AT
gftgufa & | TRl w1 qaw 9%
o=t Uity &1 ¥&ft R/ W 99
Tohd! & | TH THAE T |AE IR
TSt | B HeRdl © | SR SR A o
g T st 1 ufedufa geg sam
T2 for W SRRI G S 9 |

39 gTamd | gfrgufaa &1 fasht
Hl 1 fRTEe & 9% | et <t
¥ 1 e R ata w1 fersht o @1l SHent
gTeAd farredt =eft STt € | ST
% faw o o € T 100 99 &1 T
Toig vie § 5 20 393 i 3foect
3T 80 ¥UA T H0T T | TS H i
T okl & 50 T9F &t gREu 30
T09 H fasdt 139 30 T &
TS 01 R H fohan S € 31k

20 T3 1 JHEH sfaaet it &t
THM T a1 § R St ot feafq
R e TR A e

@ﬁaﬁiwwoomsﬁrw
3R Sy viie ® f9ad 50 T3 &1
=T 3R 50 TUH S+ BT WA
itEqfa € | 3R 50 T4 i T=31
Wﬁﬁqﬁrsﬂ%nﬂﬁmaﬁ%aﬁ?
Sl AT &1 W § AR TR
YT S R 50 T ohi TERTe G
st & TS 10 %99 1 gfeeet iR
30 ¥99 HI B TR ® | T I
FHAt off 3T=st 981 gdrd grdl | Sl
Z A § sl YA ot Sed g
H & e virsr Tehdiertor § St
o1 o =1 fireft | ¢ wvst T TgA
FTeg @I

featfaen gfewan =1 fiv=nfis
¥ HURTed stamman ws feattaan
Hfgd (SAEHH) & T8d Th @

WY DE’ DI HGT IlC

glaar of {ob 3fIBR

WTTHST R HI6 7 6™
gfafteg & dAT
AT 1 Tl < § T
IR 'gHg W S
TE = 18T 3R =R & 1
HLT Y T SI8T aifes 9
T o AU 3SR S
H G |' 59 gaATE 9 HAt
= T&t g1 F=4ife drd
®I THIN § Fed HqiEa
OET ST € 1 S ad
2014 ® YUTHNT 999 &
915 7T gl 93w H
B 999 WEAINTET I

THT 3Tl § S8l iU s=Hicd 9l
i T YEeTd Tl |
39 ety § i & fgers g4 e
faeifaa wa € 1| I8 weierarel &
[fafa & fau o g e foh 3 ot
o1 TEeR &1 Goh | 3R SO ol J=d
Hoa T BT © < THTH HoTErrei
1 SHTET FHEN ST S |
Y f7om 9§ o drel feer g
¥ 19 U SoTl BT HehTIcHesh T
L U RIS i HHfG § e
BIa ¥ dIfeh ot o1 UG e Bl
o T 391 Atk | stferes qoa
et wek | forelt ssteran o fore Tt
Hyreat 78T gl fF 9% geeE W
ECIERCE I el Il e RS
THeheten 9ok | STESTET o1 BT 31
7 B &1 9@ SR R
fodia & faum gur s
(THTHTASRHT) T AR fesmea
T 31 Ta e € | wmr fasie e
% fou R U0 e €9 |
Tewyut faxia wH & forg feanfamn
gigran st fearor fem & Arem |

o (TweREtes ) | ffed B
T 1 ®H & fau gd gl
=1few | feanferan A gom |iufq
Fgfe gt St o 1z9 3w
A W SR S Hohd & T I8 98 9T
foritar s R fadta & o1 9 Tt
¥ | afew < fewdl & <& 3@ A=A
! fopenfad e B

TAR Iel U& iR o<t &t
HHf S+ SIS <1 3797 | ST R0
1 ST SR A © a3 HE
I ¥ Sl 91 =1fe e 7 faf o
ISR H firere 9 | =€ aeR 98 e

¥ 7z firee d@s@ wEta & fa

T dSt g98 © | A9 aduH °
fafi= wd 1 sfeeR M@ 15T 7o
FH & fau df~e JeR GER &1
ST © |

(dg® T2 feeen frga dvmer
s&izge 3w dfscr wEAG U

giferdt 4 JreEeR 8'1)

TSI 18 B hTH L &
fae e foom an

e 7 R A FHTH HH
% 981 § 81 B4 I w3

.f\_

wﬁﬁ

LITHT HG[HGRR

Idd & digs s Aag
T e Ao &1 S&=a
T AT TeT Y Hehl! |
MY H g off GrEA A
2 o =R 9 %™ w1 9

o IqTE © | 98 Aed §
T aftss w5t 7T w5 1
YIS & qIfh WIgal ol
SRS USRS T coll
wfome H@3i e 3%
i gl Ml i
foere gwmEl efe =i
T < =fEY, Afed =
T &M FH &1 feafa & 7
g &1 g

T 1 TR 39 g
o gl WE ATUGH o
Tehd! ©, 981 el ¥ N
oS T HLAT S S T
Teh Tipd qlT § 3R
HHART 39 HTH TE S{ieq
T e 9T @A & Th
THT T € | T8 HIE TR
STar for 397k w5 39 foem
We 3@ W ¢, Afdd
JYAH & TR & HAt
a # $5 udw A
gohd ¥ | fava ) o o<t
Hufa H W HHF FA T
q THRHS FHTET 1 S
BT X H HTH HLA HI
T §g HL TN | dgd
q gag® JSf 66 | R
¥ w9 FHE HT AU <A
I WHL Ge® @A
g1 TR TR FD
FHAE] &1 HaER 8, S
TEHT HEER S TTH
T L ©

3 U dergEeH

T ThHedl R TEHY &
fere stes1 =&Y ® 1 a9 2013
¥ 9| & gd A=A
SRR AR 7 A =R
T HTH HE W U o g
oft | 32 FHe1 fh Fm &
faT gad Ig@ e a1
1 @I HaE 76 984T
TETqul g0, sHfaT
T 919 fHer ™ HT
BT | sHifaT S=R17 wel
fF'mmage = fFem
AR Hraterdl § Hiog @ I

TR &1 94 & Tgamh
F3 d% feu &1 ¥d ¥,
Afe srEe a7 € T
AT, Ay 3R ey
Td A¢aesh & fah™ &
Taal &1 fafera 3 &
ToTT A -|eH o g
EH € |

TR H AN FOA &
fau et A= Hi TS |
U1 ol € T 28 TE 39
o 9 @ ¢ fe ol T
FI TH g8 HHART (AW
T H Us Sureme off
SR I71 371 TH T0F 9
ATy 99T T hH fohaT)
wHAET & gfaga Fifa
STUAT Hehdl © | AR 39
T 39 STAEAT i ¥R
FT TS TE, & IR

SRS 3AT® SHIArs o
THT 9iHG TAd &7
3ITEI 2d T S=WIA
feamn & f& 3R @ 150
T F aifush gTE &
I IR-oR HaTE T hi
HeT T €T ST © 138
Tdq1 Jordl & T @hEg @

FHTARTRE H |/ T A
T <feh O | el foh THIT
o &M & SgE &’ givd
Tl fou <1 gehd | TRT qH
fob e ot 7' g
@t § fm w9 @ @y
HHER =X G HTY HA
fasweq 94 Fife sga &

HHERE = 3a1 ThalTdT
TegH fHan o =2 gaem
TR G HH FIT FHT AT
fa=m g aga foan

SEsEn TH Sl ©,
S <ol 9% W A W
HA HT AfG S TE ©
HUF 3 a9 2017 B R 9
T LA DI A ]E B
@ 39 wHE ST A
AR H 294 2,600 T
& AT T fa9mT T T &1
T T A 1 e fehan
arfer 9ot 39 &9 F Fen
ey ® HL | TR
Taad § f& <1 sHEr
Teel SR 9 &Y T 1@ 9,
3¢ oft wraferd ST TS

AEHITH 7 I hua
% a=rd | el o foh HeT
AT HUAT 1 AR Aferm
< w9 ®, Wl
ARl 1 HU=TREl &
Wy HNE WA SR
HHATET ST T T W
LIS COIRA RIS UM A
HTESTH % 39 HaH A 98
T AN w1 EiRTET e
Fifeh STESTTH ¥R S HTH
HH BT A I ST
STt ESAT Haf | 9
T o | 9 2009 H 5 =R
o3 HTH HAT TS ThH
HYH o1, q9 AESTH &
g & 386,000
HHE ® F 40 ®IESr
WY FHFE T

HH dR W R F H1H
T & TS TRNIHE T8T,
T wifs @@ wEiad
A -STH T GH7I =41 ©
3R 3HY ST g F oft
T T Hehal § | THT 1S
T 7 w1 fR R @ %
AT TTed fomm § 3R 8
I8 34 GH H M| 39H
AT 3HY AR T AR
w1e1 Hyfe ferdt € @R
o\ drR W yfquremet
FHHERET T FHI F SIS
T & fearw & Tar e
Tedl € | dfed g at
e g T 7T defug
e 30 o1 W FeHd g1
& 98 AfeR 8T afew
gfawn faet g2 21 R
e[ &I I8 ol € T
FHEART 9 lagr &
TETEN FI R ¢ ql 98 3
gfaar &1 9199 @ @6
srfrerR TEar ® |

Afge Hsm%ﬁa?zw

IR T geHAA?

ARET A T TN o G 3R ATRTH THE & FZIER T 1 Tl
o fof WRATE S wef & WY 3R ASE I € | W ArRH g §
TS gt | fsmereTe § |ieg Wi 3wt 9e wiad @l SR HOETR § 396

gt AT Hife W
< T T I HaIHd fohar
3T THR o TR HIIHA H

FHltel TRt off forie FHR &1 70 foan | frse wae e § 9rel & Aaffatfad
HIGR] %! Hellferd FTd §C IR el foh IThT el 7 1 WisTdl i

e ® R T E gvH | 3= el T kg § oo
9 9gHA § 3R 39 39 THLT &I Aawaha 781 | TH
T 8T 71 S gehd1 @ o e g ST Urel &l
I hl AR o} ST TG &1 T | SEX WIS i
AATHT SHTE & 3TeF8T & AU 3 A1 Tl o &=
T g w1 3R w1 fean 7 | faoa fe vser =2
fooelt # AfHd ¥’ | HaAThTd & o1 A&HU 5 Fal fh
H 2023 H IS AT H T H 1w A 132§
el foh 319 91 1 IU 24 T H 9 SI9d hid T

2 | RTE @ T eI A 1 8 g fha
ST | HE18TR A ot sheivery fo= afiEs &
ITEET o T qemaast 1 s foan
o iR FEHS haied o el fo
Ik ITH hE1TR H HeAThId hid
w1 g Bl &1 THE AR
HESR 7 Afq =T $1 S3h
a% H forepa 7 11

TSiel W@ | 3R i qedleh
3fR BTN ohl TeH T o6 fg
formaft <l & e @t o7
I | R STIH A0 H 18 TR
wfgenstl = fSish fohan | o1
9 TG % 9 W ST -
o & &3 | gfrn & 9
§%| To TR e ow oA
HREERIEE e i
HEAM i SIS T § e

ST TG hT TR He T

UG H IHEeT & T

@IS & hifeferad § | e

S HfgeTad o R
o1 ST & < 39 A | 9Ra

Sfvaen TifiTeh T Gahich
T 9RA 129 <2 | 959 €M

foren, e, <o
gfafafua o =& wa W
TYMA] & HeAsR =141 Sl

qfgeredl 1 e [deihel AGHL

eI e S © 1 9 H orefor
- fowar, et iy, stafT =qedt
| SR 9 H T A1 Wiwg
| RO T ST Wl © | AR
| g SR T Afeenst F
FHTHE TS T TA H AN | FHAF I FHA G SThT
i | G & e TR il ST
Heq 3I3H IET| 3E ON
T qe A o W

e PR Taidee uar=Al B
| SR wifen e W
SR T

wrRaaT § Afget HiEel ol

e 78 ® 1 39H 14.6 Ffavd

T H T 199 2011 & SHEE

| Tipel % fewma @ wfeensd |
C I HIERAT X HIA 65.46
| i & oI e :
. gfaemd T T 9 o of
: Tefwal 1gE Bre T T
: fgenstl =1 sTdTfed &=l ¥
| EI o HeRre! H o fodl
ST 1 T gfgensd 7
| HUTCTT a1 o H o 7T ST
| 9 ofed ® S 2 :
: fereTret e 7], R

Q9T A gaisti ot
. BIAd Bl BA

| TR 7 fusa et % fo
| TS qE & LS T R
| Td gU TSI TSl T A
| I R T E 1399 1,032
| SATERYdh SelIS] i hiTd o
| BT 3SR g © | HEE | o7l | F R H A T
off HfgeT STRET0 1 qg1 S8 | TR 7 Hel ff ganshi #i
© SRIFd T 90 W9 ek h! AT
| el HH AT B AT |
| IR i TS ohl &8 § T

UTedh 37Ul I & A U TR ST AHA & : AUTesh, oo Wse fafaes, 4, Tage
9TE ST A, o8 feceil - 110002. 31T &3 Sl off B2 APBd & : lettershindi@bsmail.in
33 SWTE BT et 312 B3, SI&l A 31T SHA P L & |

RIEGRIEE

o T B | AfR 319 oft SR
¥ 80 Wferd Tamd He M faeh
T ¥ iR T savae qanei
T = § e @ T
TWHR THS HI W a1 Ial
<fetan & fom e # forer ameft
20 yfaea Taedi & gt
STTEvsh Tt H T T § e
Y] HIFd HE TE © | LT

© 80 YftreTd TaTd. SATerveh g

q WY T eTEREs g

| T WA ST § g
| THH AT TR g arelt
| st = e o S R |
cow H efusas Im

STCUHTAAH BId § oI T,
TiHt, JER 7fe | TE SR
1 gaTd. 31fereh forendl & 3R
TS U asil sl STewaeh
R gredt T ¥ 1 Ao e
T & 7S 9 B © aen
ST gATd A foehdt € | TET
TATE SR WA B A W

L gU TR AW % ganedl 6 gl
Lol ot e s =nfew )



6 % fooed

= € -"E,."r

ST 1Al

24 S, 2019

iR okl Ul

Ch{fllv-l FIARG AR e T Il g, T 3w
aﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁwww%aﬁ?w A S T
W#mﬁa%aﬁwqﬁuﬁrmawwﬁlwawmﬁﬁwm
%il?ﬂ?%’@ﬁ&sﬂﬁﬂww%,w@rsﬂ?ﬁﬁagwﬁ
& o T TER WER Alfed, ARG e bl i 4§
T W 3T &, TR SR <ol <h ST i Soileld = &I ohl
qoTg W 9gd AR ST d@l 7@l off 91d | S S off €, I8 el
T T HEAT ISl ¢ | SAFIY R WHR s T0T § 1l
R @l ot foh ARG ety @it fam e | SHRE | <
TEHR 41, Al ' 39k folt TSt & T | IR 9Rd ol &% o
S W T T €, 2 AR HE hl 3R T8 © A R
e YAl R T 8 | TR T _E J g&rd € fop & A
I &R IR &l ST bl oot <f oie | faos feat |
IE U TF oI dh @l & SNU | S H 9Rd™
ARTRERT o AT TAX <2 H 8 T 3 Al bl off 39 T
A S IS B, {9k 99 IR ki AFReRdT &1 R
TR ol ST oh 9 T W ST ohl Zollora e |
TR IR o 34 91 A bl A9 9 3R o Q@
¥ 3! e © T & fom fadh 9 9@ <zt o s
<l SoleTd B, 98 ot foRiy Rt o) g <9 H w® @
YRAT ANIRehI ahl RIHE T S bt ST el eFll | 958 9
31fereh T 9HE H &1 S Fehd | ST ShIdRYL TR Tiet-
hl HehHS T &1 Bidl <8 T&T | 37 hel Wdi oh U Wieh&i™
o1 ek & foh 31ferer T § FgTqgstl ol ST Rl Seiotd o
q Meharal TiafafRrll T ToR 3@ # foaerd et | wig
H S ! Gell B < W T89S Yokl BT foh arad
o [l AT S <k fAT E I @ T A IAH D IWRA a7
off I1fet €1 YR § @ W@ AFIRehI @l 9gaH 3iR fowm
Reerferil # 39 W TR TWAT MM B, Safch SO <9 ° ©
W® IRAE TR W TR TG e Re hi Giehe! U
AT | TIfhE & 29 deh | 9gd <H -oR &l 37l |
g 31k © fob ST ST TEIIATGT b1 91 31 3@ © IR aH ™
HeZdl < STeSle AMdhdlal J9US I hTe I AN =
Z3T T, TR THdaRQ et ol TieH § 39 THE 9§ IR
g H RIS fooerd &1 T | RA W ¥ ShIaRYR <1 Tl
g o T T 3a DI T W TR ToRA Il ATl
TR AR T IS 91 el © | R 8% ASTe Rl Ustieh=ur g,
@ ITH! T HAT IR Ig AT foR foha ot <9 &
faQ T IR feRaw < ara Tiie, g UeieT S TRl © | TR
J WS § SE AT 3okl | IRA § STERATY TH IR AR
I ok G Al AT <l YL&T < HeoR TH & Sooid fhy
A | THIARYR ST aTet I 0GR hi §fF 9 9Rd <hl
ol TSR BIHl, SUfTT IfeheaT <hl kIS Givehet T91 &1 MMt |
TR I 3MEd & VR o W Heie S8R a1 bl fowaman
T 3R R TSNSl hid W@ i, A hIARYR TTarT
Ao H f 98 9@l e W B

Tif AT Hehe

T A A I SRR T TS 8 T B, Afeh 39

d1d ¥ ShR T8l [hI1 ST Tehdl foh 3T aret feai ° 98
WA 3T T | BRI hl Gt H {59 e hl qiec 8
I ¥, Tcygfier wuy el ¥ gafsa foeree
SRR AT & oI WISl # @ ¥, TS Sarl ekl |
Al He AW W@ §, A Tg g B TR Gehe A IR
¥ehel Shl Hehd B 1 J§ el A B, Wikl I8 a1 I W AT
foToTeR AR U o @I © | B H HHen a9 TR S
3R AT Ueh gF fouM AR fREn T )| e iR, =%
31T 3R faare =1 fawg ® 1 30 R WER foried 19 fopw s
T ¥ TR dedd R 7 WH W TGl §, Safh A
TR SHHT T o &1 | T TR 80 A1 Haqel 39 4
Sl HeA1 o a1 foRaT | ©ifehe 30 W Sl & B o oih
=9 e 9gal $U 3 s N9 WE 9l @ A Rl
T X STell, 3T W ¢ foh AR 319 &l 39 Fahe
H RE & TohEd wel Sael R g3 01 W@ § 3R A6
JHAM & 3Tehe H o 1 39 &4, 39 T8l & I
G o BT AT A D 91 g Iobl T | TR T, TS i
G o foT o] BRER o9 it foSn # 39k had 3R
TS T 9N | 99 A ifd o 9N H Fren ST 9ehdT § 2

ST 29 o S a9t @ STeT 9 ® STe sTARe
o U o A1 TRU RAN] [ESid 9 379 I ST B
feram o | 3mRerT & TR s ot 39 <9 &) goufdar &
AT IS € | SR &, HRRT I ol I TRER 1M
&I 37TS | fIare o wEr Y 39 W AT A i I |
oo U A 71 3k AT B 39 Wk b @y R e
Bk X Sifdeh SfRER I9M T TR 1 & 39 T A
feRan T, <ifeR aIe | SUek o U Sifaeh 8RR S $9
Tl T or| AR Sk B TWE B T b dof 9 o
el hAl TRl § | ik 59 e ¥ 9 = & @Y
el § 3R = off sTaRert o faams ¥, 39 gxa § A
T B 3T 81 8 | fUsel ¢ 7€M o 37U i @l
Y TSRA d1et 9 SR I BHA hi HAE Ol WES g okl
FHROT T o T ¥ | g § e ST 9a ST g4
@l 146t ¥ ToRd ¥, 39 e 9 off 98 g o1 9o
HoeA9iet 3Rl & | U0 # TR J§ foer d ey &gt 8iR
Tl Tehe AT del hiIeR U A | T THRAT
ol SEel 99T W81 © 31X Uil g o6 s <20 A 39
R IG 2 & e H STel |

<9 30Tl AT st g | R Jem H 81 | wiRken
H 1 57 veel 3=iH TR e w5t greend off e o |
AT 9 WA g i el e @, aifs smaRen
ST ! U i a8 & Tg W1 e 9ok o W S
U A e =) arehd 321 H ® 1 39 91 Rl 29 o ST
g 3R g 6 9N dreRder <9 ot 7R oS e sRE
%Wﬁa@ﬁmﬁﬂﬂwaﬂwwqﬁ%la@w
TS & T SR T AT | U8 § 7 eren e wif
& I TS | 8 A Hed ¢ |

_ wwm

N SHI S & |
—g-is it

IATE GER A SA9iehTd

3Tcil Aadl

Rd & ARAI0T Helgram 4t 316
98 WHSIeR 21 g ¢ 1 9 f&d-
Jifed Js 21 9 faprg ot &l
fReR ST Y& TiEd 2 | 3ifReR
ORI & dlol d <@ g & | bR
&g 3R ISl B WARI | Thd
9 faeelt €1 <1, uf¥aw g, 3y
UQYT oI 19T ®I Il fdbrg
eI B BRI & S8 U
TR Y&l & | IO ofd | oy
ol ol 1 afe |

Eﬁrﬁﬁzﬁrwﬁn sjEret3ll o = e feult
Tl S S WA | dAa R

foRell w11 & QR ki | e € 2 TS, SR A
foa = Ifd dogTeia MTH &9 9
STV SleFex o BT R 9 F Hiqd € 7 TRl
Thic $dE R \E ISH O = gA-9H,
SIGe o S1eehl W HeRId & 2 foriieteh™ ga oA
AT T B o T Id & 2 7Tel, el T |
R AreStfeR Stiaa T 3797 - TR SR
Y Hehel dlc] hs AdI3ll i GRFET o T
Aehdifeh WRd o Tiehas 3 foam qasi &
T Tk WY B & Y& A W S8 H=i
Bl @ ¢ 2 Wiaue fmiarsi & snof e dime
TS, el FUAH], Sl THAARL ST,
Ufed eI IUEA, dfed Slaelard 8%,
e e, SO, e B en, SO g
S MY qared sl e = Tt gt

o a3l 7 1952, 1957, 1962, 1967 H ArhA
3R fqum Fslt o ga # SR-Sid ol RaE

¥ 39 PR FY WHN o a1 O Segarsi
# B € 1 R #El o fofT dee o © 1 i

fopu formn e &1 | oot & o fireft = wrs
T T/ o iR woherdr < 3gwa fiet | aiferd

A o 9IE A5 WhR, - Hfl, ARl
faami & aRedl § JRmafeh e @ W

ferdl < it hIg a2t <kl | TR 31 e ‘ueR
T, U gAa’ ok foT =ges Wedfd iR gAa
AT H 3I9Th GUR-WIMEA T 3TfehTi-
I Rl Sl =fey ? Asguld 4 §EE o
Tgel SIoeh ohl el ehid ¢ @il iR
TRIAR ATl O i el H HSTd qreh
Teh WY TG o &g R forga foram—fomt
3R fofa =t weme

A H A HEH T S © | rell 3eTeel el
a9 % 3id # gU HeEYeY fqum™ 9 o A
3R AT 39 I8 #E WEH deh gT AlhA A
% HRU ol Tl o -dH A H
TS A T | 3H Ao ok e Fo el
H g ol 92 7E, oifehd WXhrl hell b
fote Wt argmfa iR wrier =nfeu ot <
T < GI o 1 3| =)0 § foraraE @

R off T, qHTSTaTe! 9rel, Sige JHrSl
I7dl, GO i, T 3R IR e
e warsll o W Yfavieal e arel IR-
ToTifcres et = of 7R SRR 3R STt
R H T Tged H WHA B
HhRIcHR FTd- R W& o &6
o WY fordl clierdifeh shed 9§ didau™
I T FER AT, &1 S 31X
A & WA BH, I-dF Tl
ST AT Ueh el 3T Ueh Agedl arel

AL deh oh Ea SdH ofl €| I8

I SR FrIRER, geren 1 hAsiy §
T2 UL TSI T &l 1T ST [wia iy

gl SR Wiedl 1] 81 T | TdioT 98 g3l foh
TSR A 37 #EH A8 SH-9aE 8 &

3 HEqul Ydrel R off WS 9 guH whid
H Tihfd o o ST, qifeh STOReEd aeai 2R 9t
T W= 9 ot 3R T Fep |
Ueh ¥ Ueh A9 o 3Tciiehi Sl Teh deh
afSert T2 o ek IR GEHiT <9 Rl AR 7 |
9 I TR T A o &, STel TSl o g
3TTHT- 3T B &, Tl Sv¢ 98 AT =6y foh
et Tg@ TSI & o @ § | 9 R # gt
STITdeR Gl ohl JMALIShAT odld & | I I8 -Tal
[HEId fop I8l <o, SHicaRT 3R Ueeufd ae &
A @E hl URGRIAT B §1 8t 3w
ATl T 3T o1 o 81 & | 3 o IR <
H W@ B, d o, e iR W #of
TSIfer St bl T Wik | STel deh &

QT | 399 At 3fIeh Hewgul 31eddle], WS,

Thel, JEIehle, 3MAM deitll gardl &

Tl ol ST &, STHAT o SR 319 =4 H S9!
Tk ST T A1 SR off o1 @l 3R A
TifE Rl W< SRERIR Y&T | R ok B1d b

T A off wifed fear fm snfee,

fas aﬁm,éﬂawﬁmwnwm

BANIE, TR 3R YR & o sl

Nt wrereraadt 3 faem wTait SR e

BN IS T T8 H PO 3R T
T T il & 2 TI=el I1d 39 9

% YA § foF W w9 I |

ST & T T BolR il TUT & [
hd W o 3Tl TsHifaer qifear Ml
3R IHCaR g § Fat e /R &

Y U A RIS TIT qh GE e o © | PO
el | df ehad IFIGAR &4 o fu &g 9
TE IS FUC I T A €, R we &
98 A BR ST | SHY U1 ok 919 13T <hl

£ 1”0 7O 3T <l <hl ale fou | &5 fedi <hl
. B e afe I ToTifder € Rd W 3R

TefiTeh &=l <l Wexd SAE W, O 3Teh!
Tl o1 38 Fehdl T

IRA o U0 A o 37 &gd
AIEER & I ¢ | 3 fa-eifeq gwga 2
T faep st R S W@ =red

| 3 ot R % S A 2w g R

3R Frot T=T A Ao g WIHR dh | 31—
% Wl WHR &l Jqdl e 9 IR TSR
T, i IUHAT gRT < T8 Al o Y
HERT % foTT wieeh T | TEE SR @ I, a1

TSI 3TERT W) ST © | Asiifdeh g1 91 |
B 1 fouer §, 39k rdehdiall, UeTRientiat <l
R A Rt 7 R U % g % e
ANTI-SISd &1 ISl ¢ | <hg a1 99l o Hst
9] gl < JAMQUTTAR Al & fu s
AR W F U "l IR favmt %
HTRIST TR HY 0T < UId ¢ | 790 9
A R AT gt # o e €

T AT MR Hfedt & €1 g9 o
FHT A 7 T8 AR Wfedr @r] 8 S

ST ol TSl W 37 TS |
TeHIfaer gl ol U AT 9ng 9 ued

- | R s 3R T o TR § g d
fooett 2 72, ufv=m <md, stiY yemt S
T hl ST fIehi q Shedol il o
TeTeH ¥ TR &l & | e o 9 oy of
A B =T | 9IS F Sk W A IS deh
IRl USTHifdeh <ol 3= Aheldl U1d 31U &,
ST e AStea @1 © | TR wma @i
qrd} AT SRR ISl oh1 WIS il Yad
BIAT o1 | WTef¥reh Agcd 3 Fafia srEiehdialt &

AR IR fqum F # agwa & @, 99
TAeRd IR WK fRA & &g @l Reafa =l
T | 31 ST T © fob wdhe FiveEa
B A [ A fqures W gaR g1
o, 1 ST §U ShTIeRIA oh 1T gATE BT | o
T GTEHT Wl @R Rerdr a1 A o ffa

Sl W AT HeTdl rdl T8l | AR STl
it 7 st aut o QR i gewi | Sied
T fora | TifehT 3T &5 3tereT S fedl
< M R T drel il GR-HR ER @l
Tehl © | SIE qHIhOl & A IROmH
3TTehe A dTel e Aiferd 81 @ € | g9fere

31fres TR | STH RIS ek e foh (Weh < Uk

A gUR ok W SEdl 9 Siifad W9k @l

A’ < AU IS ok H1Y FAE FER F FO

SAlehd =l ohl HTeld ShM |

w1y de
a@ﬂ ﬁﬁ\rﬂs‘%fmqﬁrm sty

FId T | WS TS J-SIA hl
Wﬁ?ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬂﬁw%lwa@
forstett o1 S5t &1 9ISt AE U A ©,
Afeh anfeardt T T giek o1 g&dHme
FIA & S Ik goeit A fom ot ugE %
WO R A gwa 4 fawfaa &t o |
Tg S off TEH ! fHerdt © SR et 31
off I A 72T | @rar © o 9 ' H o
Sgd P WG Bl STHd © |

IR WEAYSY h1 IS SRl Wagel
qad ST Dl SHdl--rE T8iedl AT
STHIM W TSRl & § 1 oK WeX 9 UH o ot
ferHl X TSl A1 UIET hdaTl Teh B ISR T
T | SHY M Ble-¢ YTl I Raaraen
3R 3 T T BN AT T HAT BT TF
Ut & T BT TS T | TAH WRA AR
i T W BIhd—8ithd S Hehel ol © | IR
T TBTE IRH AN IW IS T 17 IS § 3R A
I TS ST | THST Fgd e B Ve Il B

QATSRUT ok S

-GY e U1 T <hIE Wl T8l TSI 311 | 59
TS TBTS! ATl ¢ Sil SRS oh &g Sarel fe |ret
&1 &d | S I W I STkl Y@ =i fohan
S W E1 PO PO SR AT off § W
IR & | el Ble-Sle Wd S fo@ S
HERERINES K EEE R T Rl
I TG H A S

TrIfereh 9 W < feh SiReT o <1 o @i
Al <1 RIS M &l | T
B TE, O Wt ol | g
qYg Id W ThH A
3Mfeart Jaeh TRE 4y o foh et Ri=s
il ol el Bldl 8r | $H 3 <k fadia
TERd U hal foh e, Tet off Ri=m &t §
BTk Sgd hH Tl © | TedT faeam =18l gam|
s g2 foF afer 39 grea § 3 & A
Wl el I Sy Sd Bi, STafch STHU = 376
Toh ohis 3Tl o 37T o 3R 7 & g 3
LA | 9 Had R IREA S §iel el | 99
TeRU | B den ff e & <@ o |
Sk G Td-old S WAl g3 gAY 31
TAdl @M R AR 74§ {7 sredt < @&
off for 1t Ut SR 3R el | 3TAT ST | 2ok

gferm A% ama

TH 911 39 d Ui S o AR T Yl 9STd
o fReF S | I8 URIS] o UR Ueh TR Y8Ie W
TMRISA I IW | 7 fooiet € iR T &
TS | NS BTl bl fiett & @18 Y < ohl

I TA STE It 7 §, W 37 ety
& TSl He-d 9 e TRl §! Fohidl U8
i ygat < 9Iga iell-atelt Aforat @ie-t agdt

¥, fhe 3! AR ST Sl 9Sdl § 3TR

T T | M H A T A h ST FS
Wt bl STHIA | F&i frdt o 9 99 a1 fora
F U BE Tehe deh Wl <l ST ¢ |

Te1E g o ©Ud W I8 <@ R g9 ST B
T o BIE-BIE YHEER
Tferdi & a0 g 9 39
W RIE W o Sas

ATA-CL-TTA TSR] TS BT TSl B |

IE 991 9 Ut € Wehdl §, 5id deh fh
L e 1 W e e e e | e
Tgd SR | hIaY iU o Jaiias O Teh
fepeiTiiex gX & el orers Tl o T8 € | i
AT U ST fUar 7 A Tiferdi @ig & e
TR feRen e, wfer < o forotelt o TE 1

g @1 A1 UgTe g A warn foh ug e
TRl alent &, foad famn fasrett o <o
3R form forddt SueReoT o Atk FrERR At
% SRT & Fhel e T ¥ Wl W
T ST B 1 U8 oSl $W, R e
Jiel TR, R - 39 e 9ed g¢ UMl ohl
THCATEREU I I HUR 1 3R & S0 A1 2 |
TR G 3NN A S FoRd ek Bt ¥

g foum & S f9gia W &M &l ©
fSad geret el | 9'd ar okl 2R WiE'
F ' = H A S S § | S dehe
! TAH Sl | 91 it Tdl hed ¢ | BTaifh

gH- S & Y forstett 9 R & W |
T fostell et 3R IR ey foet 3 4
37e R I1e 9 I 9% @ B

Toleh H hs Mfeard! fha difedl ¥ 39
TE U o WY < i foorelt 3R Sioe
91 3 | 98 99 We 9 g iR wiehiae
B o WI-91Y fastelt iR Sieia <= arelt
WRAT IS © | T8 374 e =1fes | TAR
“Zoh! e’ A1 GATEROT 3 Rl FATEd T&d g
UY Jepfeqeh TATYAT 37X deheieh! hl TEST T
3% 3 aRafid o o SEd ®, difer I
3R IS R T=AT ST Geh |

W 3T g

H Ieh! JER W WA A1l =l i

T S ST e B | TS o g fewd
 off % R Bt T8l 8 1 e 1 afma
H I HA GH H AT 3R TR <A,
TRAT Rl T off AR 39 SR A el | feRe
Yoftafe, SEmfa, @, Sar a1 eRene W
oo fohdl STETdTet hl ATORETEl § 3R R
B IRE N A S A EREECE |
feu 9, 39 AT WA IS Fh
glereX <hl St firstan fean e | wifept g
IE © ToF Torrm QR § TR 9l a=di | hIE
= UH 3R 3R drehder <l okt T8 B |
TR dTel I=d ATHIfeieh, 3Mfieh 3R ferer
w9 4§ s 2| SHifee el whig s AN
e © | SIS hi TR o9+ FAH H
21 F® WEs 7 deae § a8 goul Sem
81 3 @l 3R faus Aarsii @i =ifee fm
3 TW g8 W FeF 9 T dh Iuy T 3
T TR W 32T | Hifeampfift iR Sarait
1 ot =IfET foF 9 SRl & wm | wen |
ST Y T Wt h ki fer e

T H ®E off BT TR A 2 A TR
9Ie SHfed 1 qeh TGl ST & &l 3R
OFd BN el a1 SOYE 1 a9 ¥9
A U G # gfg wd g1 AfeA
3R I HHEA T Bl B B o6l dl
T TR R Al 3R JhAHE <@ i
fierar ©1 31T SiA % fau 99 giehfas

T k! ifd TR & | <hI9 9 <N el 3TR

e F AMAF YR g, fhd g oISl

fre geR @ iU 9 W B, e
gt 21 W # 9EN IR WER hI
e gt © o5 wHa fodw @ U
TRl geq Y foh 98 W Sfea Juq

e <@ ohl &l el | YRa 3T dR
T HSTed &, AR SHhT AT =] hRON <k
SIS g H da o SEi # IRTEe sl S1Q]
e | sre 3ET I ISe | ¥ | IRA Uk

3 T FHST 3R Weg o faehr # IR
YT HhRIHE ANTEH T Heh | 38T QU
T Tl 3R s WRhR deh o wareed faam
&l Hispar fearfa 4R 8 ) fore Reafa o @
g foF o arat feai & off e Qo &
foudta =afera ifaer @ sifger SRl @

fit o1l 5 1 o1" W 3(UH I g9 Aol | R Ul § : U-8, Adex-7,
AITST 201301, foTeTl : TIAHETR, 3T Uew

310 T 1 31011 a1l $Wel & STRY off &W e Ul el & | 3MTSS! &

I TeT 3T arell o¥ © | 39 R0l ok
q8d gfd IR AT Tk 85I Slelk ¥ &H
S aTel <% 1 31 et 811 | gieiifeh
T B O e W R KA 99 T4 g,
Wfehd s8R faavor wgfa @

A B Al TS T HeREel
&

chaupal.jansatta@expressindia.com

Ufad B | U IR fava wWeey d9eq ufd

foran ST 9ehaT B 39S AU w9 9 HH QA

Ueh B} <Afad IR Ueh fafercder B9 &l «q
YAl ©, STdfh BAR Jai @l Rafq 7 2 i
TRE B9R Wl W Uk fafhcass 8 1 SR
g, TAR W € dmR § S9F o
S&d © | a7 deie & dase SRl
SRl 1 §HeT S T 9HOr € foF 'W
ferepr =€t fammer & = €

® AT FAR, WYY
Se § 3Hie

JA 2018 WRAE IdTae o fau
SAR-TQE arell FH AT| SHE 1 «gd
Sa1eT off | ST PURI okl 3TN 2t | 5T&i ©Ie-

qRTeh! ek ShTH AT BT |

T 5§ AW AT H ST IHS
& | STel Tk =TT o 2 B2 T 3T T ST
&, a@ Fanelt 1 g1 wiekd e wfed 3=
fHe et SR W) 2 | SIgelt WETME <l whle]
H & o T 30 R DA R THR
3TTH ST o AHA U9 H4M, T @ arell
1 | it off S § It 3HEE B
T B A1 TR g9, [t i A wste
W ¥ | fewres off e foe aee # 3o w ™
TARN | S 2, ST 9 Sia, fRaEt @R
ASAR Y1 XA arelt ST =8y |

® FHIGT, FHINTIR

75 faeett

MR i TEETT

AR Tk Sy 30 ¢ | SHehT st
T Al 1 3 @et 9 98 g &
ferddt =1 TRt o # foioere e 3R =1
I A I SR iR SR Tl |
I & I 39 W Jg o9 T & o ari
] Hid & H1S 3ARdl &1 € | IR, S9H,
fagaa™, S0k, TR, WRAT, Thfsr=n
3nfe <3 =l o 3R I9eh! Fwar T
T h - TS A& H 39 9 Hh
TN Rl T ot Y g1 ¢ | BTA § 3
gHHISeM Gid o HoReh Tallch H 3THREA
N Teh THH 4% 2ged g famm |
ST Y @1 o, T smRent sifuremiiat A
TR R of fopam 8, o1 SO 941 A 3T B
fafHa THeR WeR MEee fhdEe Ta-300 9
IR TRET | A 941 A oft 39 fa9= &1 T
STH! SR -4 TeAlee Bieh o &9 ¥ fofgd
& 5 B | aga: S 3 37 ARt g I
IR X SERent 39 w1 =TT o o ¢ |
39 U9 © foF ge @R 1o <9 % Rt

1 gl -
mﬁqﬁm‘rﬁmzﬁmﬁaﬁsﬁﬁaﬁ




3, WHAR, 24 .06 .2019

MBI Dl gl

T fereeT Wty = 39 s/t Raie  sfaa gr @i

fora &, ST Ra | enfifen STouweTeh], HHSIR ol
3R THR o AT o foreg fEqTcHs eHet 8 e 3Teh
AT H TR ot faohetar ot oiTd ohel TR ©. Rd - el §
foh STutETeh T Gt AR <l Hfer & siaeia diferes
PR T € e foREr oot TR 1 37 Rl &
ST ot fRfer R feoqolt o1 eifeepr =12t =, srafieh fergar
faamT gfRmR ¥ eiffer SRR 1 3Tehe R U Ui
TR AT . SR TSIl o STehR hed T © foh U
IS arda § STHRER! S Shl S W o oAU Teh qara
F Y H T B . faw foam & qeme o 59 Rae
SN e SRR foreer wire Arseh aifer 6 7eH IRa
F N R 3T €. IR 1R e F < TR ekt I
AH I I T& 8. FS T Toed & STRERT 7 AR i

forett fersrer samaiies e o off oo fera
ARG IS D 2. arforfoes Wt % remen R 3R
TR “"‘e'smﬁm AR AR
mqu R 7 AT B T T
Gohdl ©. 3 faeemT Tel ot TR =R el
NS LR G T GehdT & T AFaIReRl & &9 &
TIUSHAT G E. 7T IR W Sl Semamt ¢7 TR
Sl STHRERT T B T AR & ae

T o 3MER R 2 @ f&ar ot fdar 721 €. wfdfsed smfent
e | Uiaet off HeX @i RUie o ST9R, 2018 § TR
H TETIE T TR o U U BoiR ¥ 31k 81 ganl ©. 39
e 7 TN TE 3 Feiadl H T 98] HhReh AU SHIeS ¢q
 foanfea sl o6l ff AT 8. ST SR THSISTE & 4R,
AR oh TS I 2016 o SIS & O STEMRT TR Al
G § TR 9fg T8 ©. nfties el 31 TRl R g5 i
off S HeTE B ol 7. 3Rent Hifsa ¥ @eRt iR Tl
o STATaT Ui G o Wi 7 o T geredl &l ged |
e B W . W g 3R 3Rkl Fioie | I H e
THIRT TR TR W Hehe o o1l ¢ oI R SHel SRl
ST bt ©. AFaIRRT ol & A1 forddt Tger o foreg féar =1
Foet e €, sifesh T F9IaT W U YT 9 8. 8AR
9T H 5 TSTITcIeh AT WIEIeh el el & U feam ahT Sehm
o, TR TR, T ST =NIeh o H =IRT <l TSTeer sHem @,
F5 3R U7 THR 7 THI-90Y R 39 hed off 3o & qer
3T Wl B TSl - o TS Wi S/ %, 91 o Hiek <= i
3T 33M 3R AT & T Tt AT o ST e 1 €.
T TR 1 ot 37 391 3 ey A ST Tl PR Tel &

a- goa Fgawn I {9 TRar st e iR fay s
o I & TeE-Tel TR =, fS9 e 31 ent =R_i &l
oA W TiE, 3Teh! g 9 3l ohl el ¥ e ST S, aN &l
3! <Ti1 ok TG i foreg T ST &, Tl =R <Y STeTT- 3Tem &
W e 9 79 o IR e ST & 99 T <0 9 T ST 3Tl
B U ot TRt o fireT | et SR o 7. a3l o
el § SHRT IRR SR SIaTal 31ehi Sic-og i &t Sfsalt
T GERT GON ©. Forddt off ST o7erral H digr 89 R qR1 ¥R
S Yed, T < 9 TSl o Wifed B W et ot HehedRd &
STt @, R Shifcd o HROT & ¥ hi drgT Hel-fimei § QU o
et St . 35 % PRI B9 W q0 IR Sferss ST T
T, 99 & Wi < W Tlg W R T Feend ©. T I
T T ST W T < U o T W A 59 T SR Al T
T ] TG540 i B 9 G E. BH o1 § W1 H-Aa6R
AT AT, ST el oAl AfaT LT o Yo FHera®yd HER
& AT HISAH 9 ST, Jedt R fa=Ror FAare &)
- ol e TRER 3t 1amTH ST 1feU, B¥eh STar gus
AT T TS F WY-T1Y Ya-HehH! Gugia SATeR
Y. FUT e Sl TRATRE T § I § & el |
T <kl HedHT GIRR B, a0 B At ol g@-Siif-27e
TS R Fohil. HATEROT § & WOR T Wew HEd erll. T
YTER Y & TRER U 7R forae s &, ST g sifaard
TR JOT <! SgTaT foreTdT &, 39 & HIFadT | faieT 3 St
. 39 U 9 AR AR T off g W e =aer
TR BHT TS, He-ifcreh Terer I ST ol Ta 31k fasrsm
TG ST TR, T PHR

I JEET S A e o1 TsadsT &l
FRIH Soic T ¥ 3l T8l 14 S &l
T B T, 9 28 TieT e IsaHe &
TCR T2, 370! TAITE ohl T1ehX g STRISH
T g, WA o off U BIS-T @eR ST, foreht
f&& el <1 T Ik FEHT I AG-SIE]
9T T RN, IS TIGH T ST o Toag el
S, 10 WA Tk W0, formey o1 Jar o)
<7 7 for w3l T, ST S il rfeyeRer
e Aiee ¥ IS ot 9 T o T &,
SHh IR T HEE foret qeh T BT SMeRieH &,
e f8 2004 ¥ 2014 Tk TaFHH . 98
1998 ¥ 2004 Tk forey & T &. 3= 1991 H
TRiweT T TR | ey fort T3 o &9 T ot
& HeH H shed W, I ford Wl o ! et
feeraer €. fa diamfa s1at ferare e1s g
TRgwET e SRS e ¥ forad € foR 1991
79 Nerde Mg ° 9 1 9, @fer 21 98, 1991
EEEEHRERE CRIE ki Kk o RS AT
G T el = S M & qel Te | ied
TR T IR 3R g8 foF dium g o for s
TaY ST Ak &1 Gohell & 7 R A TehIei
SRR YehCAT ITHT hT AW G, Tifch 96
IR T2t G, 9k TG RRTRT e T 1 eIl
TR, 7 G s e e foh R e 3Fen
TAerl o W W g7 ¥, W fori Amet | S
BT T 2T, Ui UeTeroieX 39k Shilelt &1, a1 = 379
el o o% Uk T IR ol ford T3t oM e
& TSI oTIfefer WHedl ol el THel &l Telasiel J
3TTZST UEE ohT T T, il STREH3TE o TaR @
Toh 9 3T 3 R T T S SRR

fe9Teh &, W Yee = I8 FeTd Tk el fohaT, el

UHId

aHle Ris o 1= faars

usnd zeR |

TTHIe 8 T T G L g T offie GARER . 1972
I199 TE01 GHRIE § T fo Teed --;g' b, TR T o oo g enfie
20 S Wl TeieRsiet F HHiE } e qeeHR TR . T8 fo
Tz 1 WA foRT. 39 99T 98 - ! AR % |id, ASHT ST
T T 3. I S A r'@fj‘] ¥ ST, SESTE F TR,
fh 9 9RG % ot foad w3 - S T & FARHR, ol &
. W g it foar et | Mgt ST TR, 1991 F 1996 Th
TNl 9% ol fo TSTAT \ A % for 50t 2. STehT I8 I
e Lol &% TRR gd T, s I R I T SR AT
o T W H R[N AqdGl T e T s e
12 o W I W e g A0S R TS 6o
€, 3T qehld STEU, foed w3 fepet fore wioft 7 T Se €.

% &Y § R T 7 A
fife &1 gell ge & SR 3%
3Tk ISRIHIOT I Y3
H N R arefeTeRen

ashutosh .chaturvedi
@prabhatkhabar .in

e Hifen | 3= 49
S foRINOT | TG ST €.
T T T o §. 3R

Sfrer o, 3R st 3 A Pl iy 22 W, 2004 I Teed SR 3R
T hl WA form 3R i ' 22 W, 2009 I THY 9K Huw
S M S ﬁmﬁl e 'ﬁg%ﬁﬂ' R v ot 6, w e
A o A F o R, w7 1 56 o # 79 T,
ATIEH e R FRH |, STce ol SGRIMRUT B TR & U w3 5
AR ST &1 SIS o Seck 2 URUTH 9+ T o e, sherat iR forardf
RO AT 3T . T AR ST 291 Bl 30T T 3T FRH R T M

e, R ikt | i

37T STl FoTeld STefeiasell TR

T, s e o) O SRR e s o o

T o TR AN, D! 5% oy 1 o e 81
WAl T @meE  AqIBST WG AT, G i I gewak

HRIRA T STa TeH ug TRYg R Here i TE Fm

T TEd T 9. FEIe 1498 A hioret faafoemer o o, Welt Wiforeh GuRi & FRishHi ahl Tae

3 TorerT T, SffeRTRIS IFARicT | srefere H €t
fehe feram. ot ferferamery 1R fewet wher ot
TohHITa H fTedh ®. 1971 § ISy HAed

FH H 9T 3T & o S o, g fie &
HifEa TeTeshR T e ol o o 37 W Th
fohdTel - Torfieed TEH fufreey forel &, e

yyopinion@gmail .com

garel & fp T8

IR R e
Bl FHRI3A Pl
TCRAT 1 34 3R
JERIT? T Il
dbeie DI FHIAT3N
Pl iz & for
g <Y1 ol agTd
T § g1 981
§GeId DI Pl
SRR ?

P 3eTal
dIsi fibdbe 31 bdsl

T Y T T U A ST Y AT &, R
T U T ITE o ST & Gk © 2 T SWR A
TG 31R feem=ae & A Ui Hiel § U 9%

% foTT 1O ST Wi ST S i < Wehd &, TR STl
ST~ 3T TR o TS Tk W B &, ol Fel-A-hel i
HA Toh-G8 o WY TS ST . SI97eh, 31T dle’ Uae] ¥ S|

Teh 1 A o1 F&dTd SR Tleha sl oh [Tl Ueh 3751 heH
8?2 Uecl ToR H ST Hien Wk €. ¥R § & Ui 9t J1e
AT TS ST T &, TR eIt o gHTel ol hefeX
TG W ST 5T T4 7. TTA 5 THR & Ui |t o
FRIHE H o UleT Uk A1 & IR e oAl bl foreraeadt
% gAd B . TG SR Hfedr &N B & 39 T o
F% THR ol et Toh STl &, e TXHR h HHHST J
AL TS ©. THR I & God § 1T Fdl 6. TqeTy

ST . STITER 31 919 I8 feaar & foh Tk e e it
F TrasE 9 el AT % fTT ST R S die <
&, Tl faraen & forg sisTe @1 7eie Xd ©. fR o, St
Y- 3T TR T ITE R 31K HAeH Ush WY &I ¢,
ST T ST 3t TR Sl &, Woh |1 g1a o TRa o
THARY TS o LI 2R 3Tifeteh TR ohl ©rahT TR,
o I o © foh R g Sheler i wHwmed @

g & foTe o6 <o A Goue SeRen H o Set

RIS STEfhITeTeR =it <Tot o1 Urcit. 3 off TS 1R 65 % A
ST 37T S § Wt o1 SIe &1 STl €.

THTE TTel T © i Ui Wit | Ueh SR Teh 91 9
T e SR AR & A N ST, difh
3T T 1o ek {1 TRt foreT o TehR 370 i .
G R I Toh e Sietel | Uoh IR & SeahRI el STRA,
efehT I% AT ST S-S <7e 8. I el itk g
i fifer STeet o1 welTel et €. 39 halel JRTM(-eh IReaT 9
] e ohaT ST ke, S JRTel ohl I hl Ferdl ol SAR
e ST BAR Eehcs o A Gl H e T TR
Tferer FefareTt 7 TAN IR o & Y STHRER

SIS I hi ST & ? oI Tl & fof 3TR AT chetex
H 7 gar o e S, o B U g U e S e
owNfeh TG i hlg STERT T8 e,

TEEl, I1E ot TR iedl H Sged R ST =1t
s foredt ToT | faamae g9 & 99 g TER H
HTH SIS - ©oh. TERI, TG ST HAeH i 3Tafe bl
¥ Y TRl . 3R TS HAaH i Hishal Tk qare § T
Y Al ST, 1 TR h HIHRIST H G HH TS, TR,
3TR TG TN 46, Tf 319 379 & g Todi o gHdl
TH-GR o 1Y SIS Gohall ©. W& % ded IA1d ST
I T§ SR © foh e 1 forelt I ot foremrs &

T TGHl ol ATHSR 3R ToicT bl HHSH ket ol il
ST, TR S & H I8 31Har © foh <91 3 gl
! G H oIgHd W ol

379 Wi foh 3TR "I T Teh 1A' 3 TR IR
o ST © 31R TR ol To | 1 o5 | e AR
7 AR e S1G T | agad @1 <l &, al 31 ST 2 3R 39
TR il Ui GieT ek o {1 ST ? 3R Uy o o
off ST ©, 1 <hlE TR hd ST i, 3R 96 T o 10T
ToIC T UI T ShXal Wehci! ? FRAT SISRT gATel i TR,
efeh Rth STl 55 STaY oh foTt 2 It foh TR hlE TR 9
e o o1 IR ST &, o =/ o | 31 39 1 s weh W
il TR T o AT T g 511 2 WA & foh I8 e
TN AIehasT ol TS ShT S 27 o 3H 37K s ?

3R T TR T AT 3TT-3TeT B &, ol der a8 &R

cergforan @

cFTAad &z A
il 2Rt : Jed

PIIHA T B o ST Fe el ok Hl o A el
Thdl €. 39 NG W % TRHR o Tie HIeT oh R | TS
¥ 10 9 f9u™ T BH H 99 Al °R 91 UE S
T AT T .

39 I 91 Al | BHaTe! SRl @ ol HH B
i, T 3 foTT TG & heiet i e i STed el ©.
S H SITETN T T ST HRT € AT hl H ST
Y 3T BHAe W, ST gTe ST 3 AT @ bt
T T T § AN AT Ao,

fhe TR 8. AT SheteX o RO BHam SRgfaer
31R THIT YSTeRTST oh! fearendl oht forTT 'Th g Uk gE' &
off T TSR ST ek €. SHIAT Fael I8 € foh 39 o1 +ff
TR 3 TS <l Rl T Tt § 3R e off 319 T3 hrishret
T For Tt ? SRR SHeh! ST TS ?

DI¢el DioT

fiea &1 forcke T Wi wRa
Y BN 3R 3T AR R o8 k!
FF T T R, ST iR
W 2. 98 37 i & aa |

3Mcli® YRIoTdh
IS FTDR

ESEIRSE C IR K DN CRIS]
& AR IE § o g e
gy 71 ¥ W & 9 TER
W 9. TSUT GG ¥

puranika@gmail .com

<7 H Sl BT < AT . fohehe Ok el 9t fomg Tk ®.
e I I T ! A < TR, o, ®E IR F8l dordl gl el
TSI 518 IS el © o = T fohehe el Wl ST fegar, STef 3§ ToT AT, X fthed i wert §

THH! 518 IE © foh <7 o1 Tk HITE sig IRAY

fshehe I I WIER ©. I f3hahe. Wordl T8l 8, W

AN ©. HISTEel o1 Teh 3R dHT SIS hag! i Th
TTARTAT T TR €, T FHerg! Wierd TR T

iRETH o, 39 fihed ¥ TR USWR oo .

=1t <RIt df eeuy fewa o Uig e o fo.
24T J g feret a1 7 et Hike ket fora.

fohehe TSR AT & 31K RA-WfeREa fohehe ol sigal

T M S it oot T fFhe H 8, TFIS HR.  HIATR AR,
<9 S B O H €. T TIfREd ot ST i o foT iREA i RS ST AfeTeh MR-k 31 9
ST R I WehelT &, IRA h HORA TBH T S HHel ol ol feaeX W IR i Raetst 9

foTu R fohohe 3 Al TIER o GahaT &,

TRt o |t it § firg T, T AfeTes Jera:

A fST IR T €, TRt hl o

T €, W ==l 3% fohehe § ¢ foardl ¥ firett,

& 5 <9 ST I €. fofche XTI U USTIR - AT Afersh ol == H S o 1 TR THS § 371 TR,
ST &, Y 5al 1 IoTR et &, 99 & a8 5 IR S afda ol i, A wee ¢ ok ae Tk
Tege ST sl 9 ISR FeTar e, Wh Sal et oht Shcl o forq, of ot ot T,

i ASH ot foF I8 Weh- R 79 G & g
T T3 Dl JEARA. Aot I8 off o 5 off i
IR forehe R, T Saiiet TeX fohew o o1

NeaTq § ary e oF o S2UT oleRt Sred,

fortll 7 T o PR @l fm fohehe B
E2UY T T <IN T STHT Stk Tel o,

J.. 3 T el 3 o forere o gl & folg
fShehc AT M STEU BT & 2

ST, 81T § ARA-UTeh 89 <l Shfidl H IR ftheq
@R AR {7 fohehe W I < © 9. ARA Sar
TR e i fohohe T M < o1 ST &f TR &,
TSt S1fRreRR Utk AR ST HfeTeh AT €.

YD AE F Fe © 6 g o R
BI-aTel ARl el e Reple TRl § @l
2. G 2018 % 31§ I 3Tichel 9 IS
o IR ST UG T . I5 W& R 96 &l
©, Hifeh AT SR <@ H Hehe SN €.
TYH T o1 IO Toidt AR
H1 Fe © ok el 9t 20 AR @l
I ST =R BIS o [T TR ST T,
T e PR § IR A P g
= 7.08 TS B TR 7. 3

s T IROMe, IROT

F 3MAST  FHHAT
3R ol 9 § SR o off e
&, I8 AHST 2018 o e Tk I ®.
JUATIHISTR o T feRferar 3 ot et
& SER NN T ST 3Tiehel Teld feem |
ST @1 § 3R &H ifel R o | e
38 B T . S el {5 &1 wet
& o5 T Hepe Ugr 21 @ €, I ol
IR BT Ty o @ €. Al '
WA "okl T ft TE goram U §. SN
ey, FF 9@ ARl Hhe €, ST e
BNERIG AR EGRS GRERDIRDIR RS Kd)
STE § 15.6 TARI NN ol TR SIS TS
AT IE @G Tl & 2

T § R aTerifer Qi el 3 a5 SeY ¥
g7 377t o, wifereT TR e 5 I8 u foram o
fep et aTearet oA 0% UeH o US ¥ 3ifeh weul
. a9 H Yeel 9IR e, o wHie i
T 91 o g 6l off foh 9 oTu HERT 1 g5
I L. TS 96 - Ueh o=y oy ol foTeh
fomam o, wifiee o TReeH T o, Tt
TR o A ST STH 9 Sieh Tt SR et
T T UREdT T T 3T, foie )Ry i
T T 9T, SHITT 7t fore # e 71 W ®ReR
ST oY RN A1 for feam T, 31iet o | ¥t ol
319 feTt TR 3R &{eT o W AW e o
TR, IR S e 3T Fed ¥ o duw |
IS 7. AHTe {48 T el 39eR Uferdre el foRa,
ToTeToT, TiuH Ug o1 &el e ol . Wl-Hel il
TR ME O X & o, R, 2013 H T I
DT 3 I B AT Bfer ared Fareli ¥
Teiferd 270 B TR o Teh 7L ol Wi
IS e o, 9 STeAey A Se §RT Wik o,
T e 9No 3 H freehd ©. S
AT off Taet ©. 3 fed e Tl ot €. 9%
IO 7 O RS H forad § 4 3¢ H. g §
3T T TARIE H TS W ol oid 5T hal A
for o IRT & TS WEH e & T T
THRfiged fod W off €. 9% 1991 § Wl SR
3R H TSI9T Hie I 9 &, 36 oIC § I8
TR Ui SR TSAGT o o g ST &, Th SR
IR 3BT AT S T, Tfeh 3R T, T e
& fop o foremran O il o Wi W Tel
SHTT I - SHP T 37 AHeIg § Toaq
T S I ST R B, ST BAT R weIE
e it 51k o oIS THE H ST & Uil © A1 T

fidas® & 9afRIR &I firaan

TSI ST o SHROT TARRR & fUee
Tl T ISl B T ©. SHh! Teh T8 I8 ol
2 for 9IS Yo o R TaeATeT STt
S-S M ¥ ewert 7 ¥ g9 ®
<. Forem, wgd, AT, etewrer enfe
S ot Rl ot ST % ©. Wik Tae
ST 3o IR R 39 et 3ot s ageh
for oot < = fRafd U & W R
7Y R W wgeH ¥ foeid BF 9 &
TAaRIfedt o 3tfedie fafeet @t &
T 3R JaaRIfeat ol g off S T
femTer &l | UeieT 3R Sistel o ST
Y 3T STARIH FleTSRSFIEE U off
TARRR TSt ¥ fieet @ . ferera & o
Sitelt o fTT ot TRU™ TS ISRl
AT AR Fferd &1 T 2. 37 9ol
TR AT ST 3T THH S=flieh
T o deee et [a@ H T&l
Hohdl. TTIE T &R R =a 3R 39

ST ! ST ©.

fefet o It miStree
di detreb UR faRter gufoayguf

T TR TR Wfreier o foTe Ry A
T 3 T o S 3T faeRe Sea
T 9y fopa. feraet <t 3 swent forer fopa.
R, et |e foder o ofena
oI5 foreT Uy g or SR eI H
& o, 39 S ST T o T,
foret off @ B . foereT A iR g =g
foreT =l R TR, T e wfeen €
3R 79T U1 ol O e off, W S
TS R § Hfgen foRRl & Wi T
3TGE SRl 9ol &8 of fF 3R
U TR B R e o fote s @i
P AR te &, AR gg TE e iR 3
WA Tel 7. A qeeh o geT H g
Afged off € 3R Yie™ ot & 93
AN 9. TS ARG T H SR oF
fea. et forem X cArenae H forre =
5 feurfer guivul €.

I A R 2 spifml fPuié

MR foreeT faumT gRT ST Sfawre
fifer Tz faie, 2018 ¥ f59 @&
Y IRT T ST o o g &
B T 3Tk Ui TSI ot o el T
&, 97 A IR R qaie ¥ IRkd 2R 3
1 gfefeT 2. 99l T6 © o T SRR
At B T faaral 3Tk STt aeit
T 3T 2l . el T 9 B g8 B
3R FeATEhR ST STl ol <R <,
T 2 ST @ o O Aet | difed
TeT B A1 R 5 ofeTW o oo, fomedt
T o § Heiferd Tel ® €. guivem 39
@ T I 39 R | ToRaiEN &
feam T &, frdiee, IR il Sehaites
3R 3 UY ferae) ot el i el Qiftlf

e PAR, TR

Ulee @9 : T4 W, 15 U, Seivgdel TRAT, Pla, il 834001, BsarT @b : 0651-2544006,
AA B : eletter@prabhatkhabar .in RE-Tel A g &S § 21, ol Jae o 2 g 2



