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'Forged signatures used
against Kargil veteran’
GUWAHATI

Three people have filed cases
against an Assam border
police inquiry officer, who
had used their signatures as
witnesses in the case that
eventually made ex-
serviceman and Kargil war
veteran Mohammed
Sanaullah a foreigner.
Mohammed Kurban Ali,
Mohammed Sobhan Ali and
Ajmal Ali on Sunday filed the
cases against Sub-Inspector
Chandramal Das at the Boko
police station claiming that
he had never met them.
NEWS » PAGE 13

Close shelter home case
probe in 3 months: SC
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday granted three
months time to the CBI to
complete its probe into the
rape, sexual abuse and
possible murder of childrenin
ashelter homein
Muzaffarpur district of Bihar.
A Vacation Bench of Justices
Indu Malhotra and M.R. Shah
asked the CBI to expand its
probe into whether outsiders
were involved in the alleged
crimes.
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Mandatory Hindi goes out
of draft education policy

New version removes clause stipulating the languages students must choose

PRISCILLA JEBARAJ
NEW DELHI

The clause recommending
mandatory teaching of Hindi
in all schools was dropped
from the draft National Edu-
cation Policy on Monday, af-
ter the Union government
faced an intense backlash
from Tamil Nadu and prot-
ests from other States.

However, the revised draft
— uploaded by the Human
Resource Development Mi-
nistry in the morning — re-
tains the recommendation to
introduce a three-language
formula from Class 1, merely
having removed the clause
stipulating the specific lan-
guages that students must
choose.

The revision was not ef-
fected by the Central govern-
ment but by the committee
drafting the policy, headed
by former ISRO Chairman K.
Kasturirangan.

Alternative option

Speaking to The Hindu, Dr.
Kasturirangan said, “This
was an alternative option al-
ready approved by us. We
had kept options for many
controversial cases. It is so-
mething I learnt from my IS-
RO days, to always have a
backup ready. If you look at
the overall policy, there is
substantial space devoted to
recognising the diversity and
multilingual nature of the
country, and giving autono-

9 Muslim Ministers, 2
Guvs. step down in SL

A monk had called for their ouster

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Nine Muslim Ministers in Sri
Lanka — including four of Ca-
binet rank — resigned on
Monday, taking a collective
stand against the communi-
ty being “demonised” since
the Easter Sunday terror
attacks.

The move will give the
authorities “space and time”
to probe allegations linking
Muslim politicians to the ter-
ror suspects, Sri Lanka Mus-
lim Congress (SLMC) leader
Rauff Hakeem told journal-
ists. “Either they should ap-
prehend and punish any of
us found guilty, or they must
vindicate us. We hope they
will look into this in a month
and bring some closure to
this,” he said.

“The survival of the go-
vernment will depend on
the manner in which it han-
dles the probe and deals
with hate speech, racial vio-
lence and impunity,” he

said.

“Innocent Muslims are at
the receiving end...they are
being victimised despite the
community unequivocally
condemning the heinous ter-
ror attacks,” he added.

Earlier, the Muslim Gover-
nors of the Eastern and
Western Provinces,
M.L.A.M. Hizbullah and
Azath Salley, stepped down,
days after a prominent
Buddhist monk began a fast
demanding that they resign
in connection with the April
21 bombings that killed over
250 people.

The monk, Athuraliye
Rathana Thero, is a parlia-
mentarian from the ruling
United National Party, led by
Prime Minister Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe. Rathana Thero
began fasting on Friday, in
front of the iconic Buddhist
temple Dalada Maligawa in
Kandy with five demands.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

An-32 with 13 on board
missing over Arunachal

It had taken off from Jorhat in Assam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

An Indian Air Force (IAF)
An-32 transport aircraft,
with 13 people on board,
went missing over Aruna-
chal Pradesh on Monday.

The aircraft took off from
Jorhat in Assam at 12.27 p.m.
for the Mechuka advanced
landing ground (ALG) in
Arunachal Pradesh.

“The aircraft last contact-
ed ground agencies around
1300 hrs. Since it did not
reach the destination, over-
due actions have been in-
itiated,” the IAF said in a
statement.

The aircraft had eight
crew members and five oth-
er persons on board. Mas-
sive efforts were on to locate
the aircraft. The IAF has de-
ployed C-130J and An-32 and
Mi-17 helicopters in the
search operation, while the
Army has deployed an Ad-
vanced Light Helicopter.

Some reports were re-
ceived on the possible loca-
tion of an alleged crash site,
and helicopters were routed
there.

“However, no wreckage
has been sighted so far,” the
IAF said.

Three-language formula

Following protests from Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Maharashtra and Karnataka, the Human
Resource Development Ministry released a new version of its Draft National Educational Policy:

= |n keeping with the principle of flexibility, students
who wish to change one of the three languages they
are studying may do so in Grade 6, so long as the
study of three languages by students in the Hindi-
speaking states would continue to include Hindi and
English and one of the modern Indian languages from
other parts of India, while the study of languages by
students in the non-Hindi-speaking states would
include the regional language, Hindi and English

— Original draft released on Friday last

C

= |n keeping with the principle of flexibility,
students who wish to change one or more of
the three languages they are studying may
do so in Grade 6 or Grade 7, so long as they
are able to still demonstrate proficiency in
three languages (one language at the litera-
ture level) in their modular Board Examina-
tions some time during secondary school"

— Revised draft released
on Monday

If you look at the overall policy, there is substantial space
devoted to recognising the diversity and multilingual

nature of India, and giving autonomy to the States. This [clause]

was slightly out of step with the spirit in which the Policy was
written. So we thought the other formulation removes any

misunderstanding and assuages feelings in the affected States
K. KASTURIRANGAN, head of the committee that drafted the policy

my to the States. This
[clause] was slightly out of
step with the spirit in which
the policy was written. So we
thought the other formula-
tion removes any misunder-
standing and assuages feel-
ings in the affected States.”

Since the original draft
was released on Friday even-
ing, all Opposition parties in
Tamil Nadu have severely
criticised the recommenda-
tions.

The ruling AIADMK, an al-
ly of the NDA government at
the Centre, also refused to
dilute the State’s two-lan-
guage formula. Protests were
also reported over the wee-

kend in West Bengal, Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka.

The controversial sen-
tence appeared in Section
4.5.9, titled ‘Flexibility in the
choice of languages’. It said:
“...students who wish to
change one of the three lan-
guages they are studying
may do so in Grade 6, so long
as the study of three languag-
es by students in the Hindi-
speaking States would conti-
nue to include Hindi and En-
glish and one of the modern
Indian languages from other
parts of India, while the stu-
dy of languages by students
in the non-Hindi-speaking
States would include the re-

gional language, Hindi and

English.”
It has now been replaced
by the following: “ ...stu-

dents who wish to change
one or more of the three lan-
guages they are studying
may do so in Grade 6 or
Grade 7, so long as they are
able to still demonstrate
proficiency in three languag-
es (one language at the litera-
ture level) in their modular
Board Examinations some
time during secondary
school.”

REGIONAL LANGUAGE IS FIRST
PRIORITY: MAMATA » PAGE 12
CRISIS DEFUSED » EDITORIAL

Pragya’s plea to waive court presence rejected

SONAM SAIGAL
MUMBAI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) court here on
Monday rejected the peti-
tion of Pragya Singh Thakur,

the new BJP MP from Bho-
pal, for exemption from ap-
pearing in court during the
2008 Malegaon blasts case
trial. Ms. Thakur, who de-
feated Congress leader Dig-

vijaya Singh, filed the peti-
tion for exemption from
appearance from June 3 to 7
to complete her parliamen-
tary procedures.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

Future of SP-BSP alliance
turns uncertain in U.P.

BSP plans to contest in the Assembly bypolls on its own

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

The future of the SP-BSP al-
liance in Uttar Pradesh
turned uncertain on Mon-
day after the BSP indicated
that it was in the mood to
contest on its own in the
coming Assembly byelec-
tions to 11 seats.

Since BSP leader Mayawa-
ti is the first and last word in
the party, her official silence
added to the speculation.

Review meeting
On Monday, she held a re-
view meeting in Delhi with
the coordinators and office-
bearers of Uttar Pradesh to
analyse the outcome of the
2019 Lok Sabha election, in
which the party won 10 out
of the 38 seats it had contest-
ed.

The BSP’s ally, SP, fared
worse, bagging a mere five.

Till evening, she was yet
to issue a formal note on the

BSP leader Mayawati's
silence on the matter added
to the speculation. =riLe
PHOTO =FILE PHOTO

meeting as is customary in
the party.

While there was no for-
mal announcement on the
future of the alliance, sourc-
es said Ms. Mayawati had
presented the assessment
report that the alliance with
the SP did not benefit the
party much since the transf-
er of votes was poor, in par-
ticular of the Yadav com-
munity, the core vote of the
SP.

A senior BSP leader, who

attended the meeting, told
The Hindu that the party
would contest “all 11 seats on
its own,” practically ruling
out an alliance with the SP.

Ms. Mayawati also in-
structed her party coordina-
tors and leaders to “streng-
then the organisation in the
11 Assembly seats on a prior-
ity,” the BSP leader said,
speaking on condition of
anonymity.

However, there was no
word on the future of the al-
liance or if contesting in the
byelections alone meant it
was the end of the road for
the alliance.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
told a public meeting in
Azamgarh later that his par-
ty would fight for social jus-
tice together with the BSP.

(With inputs from PTI)
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SP WARNS GOVT. OVER
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Kejriwal offers free travel for
women using public transport

Opposition decries the move as ‘misleading, ‘poll plank’

JATIN ANAND
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Monday announced
that the Delhi government
intended to subsidise travel
in public transport for wo-
men commuters in the
Capital.

While the modalities of
the scheme were still being
worked out, the govern-
ment intended to allow
them free travel on metro
trains and State-run buses
“by August-September,” Mr.

Kejriwal said.

The CM claimed the
scheme was in line with his
government’s intent to en-
courage the use of public
transport, make it “safer”
and to promote the partici-
pation of more women in
the city’s workforce.

The Opposition decried
the move as “misleading”
and a “poll plank” inspired
by Mr. Kejriwal’s Aam Aad-
mi Party’s defeat in the re-
cent Lok Sabha election.

It also questioned why

no such efforts had been
made over the last four-
and-a-half years that the
AAP government had been
in power.

“It will be up to [women]
commuters to purchase
tickets or not; government
departments have been
asked to work on the propo-
sal and present it for con-
sideration within a week,”
the Chief Minister said.
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TARGET BATCH FOUNDATION BATCH (For 10+2 Students)

Date : 20 June & 5 July 2019

Salient Features

* Senior Expertfaculty. *
* 11 months course duration. *
Each part of General Studies
covered in continuous classes.
Maximum opportunity for students
to interact with the faculty.

* Subjectwise Test.

* Hostel facility available.

WEEKEND BATCH

Date : 15 June 2019

Date : 20 June & 5 July 2019

Exclusive Study material.
Dedicated Current Affairs classes.
E-library for every student.

Test strictly based on UPSC pattern.
Mains Exam Test Series questions
in according with UPSC pattern
with through coverage of the

entire syllabus, detailed model
answers.

*

*

*
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G.S. PRELIMS-CUM-MAIN

FOUNDATION COURSE for CSE 2020

3 hours classes per day
Live/online classes also available

10 Months Course

6 Months Course
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Old Rajinder Nagar Centre :

6 Experienced Pool of Faculty

D
rﬂ( Essay Writing Programme
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Batches commencing from
24" June’19

at Old Rajinder Nagar Centre
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Time bound and effective completion of syllabus

Systematic Subject Sequence and Well Framed Modules

Current ++ Programme (1 year current affairs revision)

Dedicated Academic Coach for each student
(a friend, philosopher & guide)
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Advance Course for CSE 2019

+ Civil Engineering

* Mechanical Engineering

« Electrical Engineering

Batches from 10" June, 2019

© Mains Optional Foundation
Course for CSE 2020

» Sociology

* Maths

« Philosophy
Batches from Oct/Nov, 2019

Live/online classes also available

© Mains Test Series for CSE 2019 from 16" June, 2019

Common Subjects :
« General Studies -+ Essay

« Sectionaltestsand full syllabus tests.
- Comprehensive, time bound copy evaluation

within 7 days.

« Questionsas per UPSC pattern &syllabus.

« Personalized one to one feedback for continuous

improvement.

« Flexibility of opting online or offline mode and

flexible or fixed schedule.

Admission Open in all above mentioned courses

Old Rajinder Nagar Centre (Delhi) :

Ph: 011-49858612, 8800338066

Saket Centre (Delhi) :

Ph : 011-45124642, 8800776445
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« Mechanical Engg.

Electrical Engg.
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