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U.S. peace planis a great
betrayal: Khamenei
TEHRAN

Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on
Wednesday slammed the
U.S.'s West Asia plan for
peace between the Israelis
and Palestinians as a “great
betrayal of the Islamic
world"”, and warned Gulf
rivals not to back it. arp

Sri Lanka proposes new
law against fake news
COoLOMBO

Sri Lanka's government will
introduce five-year jail terms
for those caught spreading
fake news and hate speech on
social media, the government
said on Wednesday,
following a surge in online
vitriol and disinformation
after the Easter suicide
attacks. arp

Protesters say they hold the militias of the military council responsible for the massacre

REUTERS

KHARTOUM

Sudan’s military rulers of-
fered to resume talks with
Opposition groups on Wed-
nesday, two days after secur-
ity forces mounted a deadly
raid on a protest camp, but
the Opposition rejected the
invitation.

Medics linked to the Op-
position said the death toll
from Monday’s operation
and subsequent unrest had
risen to 101 and that it was
expected to increase further.
No official casualty figures
have been released.

Fight for leadership

The raid, which followed
weeks of wrangling between
the ruling military council
and Opposition groups over
who should lead Sudan’s
transition to democracy,
marked the worst outbreak
of violence since the Army
ousted President Omar al-
Bashir in April after months

Protests go on: Sudanese men setting up a barricade
in Khartoum on Wednesday. =reuters

of protests against his rule.
The Transitional Military
Council cancelled all agree-
ments it had reached with
the Opposition immediately
after the raid but on Wednes-
day it rowed back amid
mounting criticism. “We in
the military council extend
our hand for negotiations
without shackles except the

Hong Kong vigil marks crackdown
on Tiananmen Square protests

Demonstrators hold up candles and placards

REUTERS
HONG KONG/BEIJING

Tens of thousands joined a
sombre candle-light vigil in
Hong Kong on Tuesday to
mark the 30th anniversary
of Chinese troops opening
fire on protesters in and
around Tiananmen Square.

Demonstrators gathered
in the financial hub’s Victo-
ria Park, holding up candles
and placards as others ral-
lied next to a replica of the
Goddess of Democracy sta-
tue, which was erected in
Tiananmen Square during
the 1989 demonstrations.

As tens of thousands
thronged Hong Kong for the

A quiet event: A demonstration in Hong Kong on Tuesday to

mark the crackdown on Tiananmen Square protests. syt

annual vigil, censors at Chi-
nese Internet companies
said tools to block content
related to the crackdown

Xi begins Russia visit,
meets ‘best friend’ Putin

‘We would raise ties to a higher level

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MOSCOW

Chinese President Xi Jinping
began a three-day visit to
“best friend” Vladimir Putin
on Wednesday with a touch
of panda diplomacy and a
raft of new Russian-Chinese
business contracts.

“President Putin is for me
a best friend,” Mr. Xi told
journalists during a joint
statement following the
meeting. “We decided that
we would raise our bilateral
relations to a new, higher le-
vel — increasing our mutual
support and assistance, and
promote our relations in a
new era,” he said.

Mr. Putin thanked his Chi-
nese counterpart for an ear-
lier loan of two pandas that
are being housed at the Mos-
COW Z00.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping
with Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin. =arp

Major Russian and Chi-
nese companies meanwhile
signed cooperation agree-
ments. China’s Alibaba, Rus-
sian mobile phone operator
Megafon, Internet group
Mail.ru and the Russian so-
vereign investment fund
RDIF closed a deal on a joint
e-commerce venture.

had reached unprecedented
levels of accuracy. Police
authorities put the turnout
in Hong Kong at 37,000.

interests of the homeland,”
its head, Lieutenant General
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, said.

But a Sudanese alliance of
protesters and Opposition
groups rejected the offer,
saying the military could not
be trusted. “Today the coun-
cil invited us to dialogue and
at the same time it is impos-
ing fear on citizens in the

streets,” said Madani Abbas
Madani, a leader of the De-
claration of Freedom and
Change Forces. Mr. Madani
said Lieutenant General Bur-
han’s invitation had come
before the arrest of one of
the Opposition alliance
members, Yasir Arman.

Bodies pulled out of Nile
Opposition medics said that
40 dead bodies had been
pulled out of the Nile on
Tuesday and taken to an un-
known destination by pick-
up trucks belonging to the
paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces. That brings the total
death toll from the recent
violence to 101, the medics
said. The mood in the capital
Khartoum remained tense
on Wednesday, with demon-
strators blocking streets in
several districts. Gunfire
rang out in the distance.

The deputy head of the
military council, General
Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo,

Pakistan military agrees
to rare budget cut

REUTERS
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s military has
agreed in a rare move to cut
its budget for a year to help
ease the country’s “critical
financial situation”, Prime
Minister Imran Khan said.

Pakistan has struck an
agreement in principle with
the International Monetary
Fund for a $6 billion loan
but Islamabad is expected to
put in place measures to
rein in a ballooning fiscal
and current account deficits
to get access to the funds.

Pakistan’s de facto fi-
nance chief, Hafeez Shaikh,
on June 11 is due to an-
nounce spending plans for
the financial year beginning
in July.

YouTube to ban racist,

supremacist videos

denying well-documented

violent events, like the Holo-
i caust or the Sandy Hook ele-
¢ mentary school shooting.

The announcement by

¢ the video-sharing platform
¢ was the latest of a series of
¢ technology industry moves
¢ to filter out hateful and vio-
¢ lent content, which have
. spurred calls for tougher
¢ regulation. “YouTube has al-
¢ ways had rules of the road,
¢ including a long-standing
: policy against hate speech,”
¢ said the company.

“Today, we’re taking

© another step in our hate

High heels necessary for women
at work places: Japan Minister

Remarks came in response to a petition against the practice

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO

Japan’s Health and Labour
Minister has defended work-
places that require women
to wear high heels to work,
arguing that it is “necessary
and appropriate” after a pe-
tition was filed against the
practice.

The remark came when
Takumi Nemoto was asked
to comment on a petition by
a group of women who want
the government to ban work-
places from requiring wo-
men job seekers and em-
ployees to wear high heels.

Occupational necessity
“It is socially accepted as so-
mething that falls with the
realm of being occupational-
ly necessary and appro-
priate,” Mr. Nemoto told a le-
gislative ~committee on
Wednesday.
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Japan's Health Minister
Takumi Nemoto. =RreuTers

The petition was submit-
ted to the Labour Ministry
on Tuesday, and the cam-
paign has been dubbed #Ku-
Too, a play on words from
the Japanese word kutsu —
meaning shoes — and kutsuu
— meaning “pain”, and a re-
ference to the global #Me-
Too movement against sex-
ual abuse.

The movement was
launched by actor and free-

lance writer Yumi Ishikawa
and quickly won support
from thousands of people
online. Campaigners say
wearing high heels is seen as
near-obligatory when job
hunting or working at many
Japanese companies. Some
campaigners describe high
heels as akin to modern foot-
binding while others have
urged a broader loosening of
dress codes in the Japanese
workplace, where business
suits for men are ubiquitous.

In 2015, the director of
the prestigious Cannes Film
Festival apologised after a
controversy blew up over
women being denied access
to the red carpet for not
wearing high heels.

However, Cannes kept the
dress code, despite a protest
by Hollywood superstar Julia
Roberts who went barefoot
the next year.

Move comes after call for regulation

. AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

' WASHINGTON

© YouTube announced on
: Wednesday that it would
¢ ban videos promoting or
¢ glorifying racism and dis-
¢ crimination as well as those

speech policy by specifically
prohibiting videos alleging
that a group is superior in
order to justify discrimina-
tion, segregation or exclu-
sion based on qualities like
age, gender, race, caste, reli-
gion, sexual orientation or
veteran status.”

The move comes after a
call by world leaders in Paris
last month to curb extre-
mism online, following reve-
lations about the livestream-
ing of a mosque massacre in
New Zealand.

YouTube and other plat-
forms have also been seen
as havens for conspiracy
theorists denying Holocaust
or the September 11 attacks.

The latest move is likely
to eliminate numerous
“channels” that use the plat-
form for monetisation.

Australian
policeraid TV
channels office

REUTERS
SYDNEY

Australian police raided
the office of the national
broadcaster on Wednesday
over allegations that it had
published classified mate-
rial, the second raid on a
media outlet in two days,
prompting complaints of
assaults on press freedom.

The Australian Federal
Police said its officers car-
ried out a search warrant at
the head office of the go-
vernment-funded Austra-
lian Broadcasting Corp.
(ABC) in Sydney.

The ABC said the raid
was over its 2017 reports
about alleged misconduct
by Australian troops in Af-
ghanistan, while News
Corp said the raid at an ed-
itor’s home on Tuesday re-
lated to a 2018 report about
plans for surveillance of
Australians’ emails, mes-
sages and bank records.

Mr. Khan tweeted on
Tuesday that he appreciated
the military’s “unprecedent-
ed voluntary initiative of
stringent cuts in their de-
fence expenditures” for
next financial year because
of the country’s “critical fi-
nancial situation”. This will
allow money to be spent on
the development of the tri-
bal regions and the Balo-
chistan province, he added.

Mr. Khan did not say by
how much defence spend-
ing would be trimmed.

A military spokesman
tweeted that the “voluntary
cut” would not be at the ex-
pense of security. “We shall
(maintain) effective res-
ponse potential to all
threats,” he said.

commonly known as He-
medti, said in a televised
speech that it had launched
“an urgent and transparent
investigation” into the recent
violence. The military has
denied trying to clear the sit-
in protest outside the De-
fence Ministry on Monday.

Saudi Arabia, which has
close ties to Sudan’s military
council, said on Wednesday
it was watching develop-
ments with great concern
and called for more dia-
logue. U.S. National Security
Adviser John Bolton said in a
Twitter post that Monday’s
violence by Sudan's security
forces was ”abhorrent” and
demanded that the council
facilitate moves towards a ci-
vilian-led government.

The main protest organis-
er, the Sudanese Profession-
als Association, has called
for an international commit-
tee to investigate Monday’s
deaths in what it branded a
“massacre”.

Engines throbbing, C-47

¢ transport planes dropped
¢ group after group of para-
¢ chutists, a
¢ hundred in all - including
{ 97-year-old D-Day veteran
: Tom Rice. “It went perfect,
i perfect jump,” Mr. Rice said
. after his jump. “I feel great.
¢ I'd go up and do it all again.”

couple of

The jumpers were ho-

nouring the airborne sol-
¢ diers who descended into
¢ gunfire and death ahead of

China launches its first
sea-based space rocket

It was fired from a ship in Yellow Sea

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIJING

China launched a space
rocket from sea for the first
time on Wednesday, its
space agency announced,
the latest step in Beijing’s
push to become a major
space power.

China now spends more
than Russia and Japan on its
civil and military space pro-
grammes — unveiling ambi-
tious plans for missions to
the moon and beyond in the
coming decade.

2 experimental satellites
A Long March 11 rocket was
launched from a ship in the
Yellow Sea just after midday,
the China National Space
Administration said in a
statement. “This is the first
time that China has... (test-
ed a) launch vehicle at sea,”
it added.

The rocket carried two
experimental satellites and

Tom Rice, front, taking part
in a parachute drop over
Carentan on Wednesday =arp

the June 6, 1944, seaborne
invasion. The landing zone
for Wednesday’s operation

A Long March 11 carrier
rocket taking off on
Wednesday. =RreuTers

five commercial ones.

The test marks another
win for Beijing’s space
programme.

Earlier this year, China
became the first nation to
land a rover on the far side
of the moon. It also unveiled
ambitious plans to build a
research base on the lunar
surface, send a probe to
Mars and build a space sta-
tion in Earth orbit.

- WWIlI veteran parachutes into
Normandy, marks D-Day anniversary

Tom Rice, 97, jumps into the area he landed in 75 years ago

© ASSOCIATED PRESS

©  CARENTAN

i Parachutists jumped over
¢ Normandy again, just as sol-
¢ diers did 75 years ago for D-
¢ Day — but this time without
. being shot at.

was fields of wildflowers out-
side Carentan, one of the ob-
jectives of the thousands of
paratroopers who entered
occupied France.

Mr. Rice, of San Diego,
jumped into roughly the
same area he landed in on D-
Day. He said it was dark
when he touched down in
1944 and he can’t be sure ex-
actly where he was.

Other parachutists
jumped with Second World
War souvenirs, some carry-
ing items their grandfathers
took into battle. Many spec-
tators wore war-era un-
iforms, and music of the
time played over
loudspeakers.
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Dear Principal,

Enrol your students in The Hindu STEP
English Olympiad, India’s most
comprehensive assessment for school

students which tests reading, listening,

grammar and vocabulary skills.

» For students from Class 1 to Class 10
> India’s premier tablet based Olympiad

from The Hindu Group

» Content from Cambridge English
Language Assessment

> Assessed on a global scale
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Write to us at: enquiries@steptest.in
Or call us on: 1800 3000 6063 (Toll-free)
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