
Saravana Bhawan on Saturday
morning 9.15 am is a lone hive
of activity in the usually fre-

netic Connaught Place in central
Delhi. The McDonald’s next door is
devoid of customers. Saravana suf-
fers from the opposite problem;
queues outside its doors on a
Saturday are par for the course.
Knowing this, we are, literally and
metaphorically, at a sprint as we
coordinate our scramble for a table
at the south Indian restaurant. 

It is a few minutes before Derek
O’ Brien, Rajya Sabha MP for
Trinamool Congress, arrives. As a
setting for an interview, Saravana
is a less than ideal choice. It teems
with noisy families, celebrating
Saturday as if it might be an annual
holiday. The one quiet area is inex-
plicably cordoned off with ropes.
Viewed from the perspective of a
native Calcuttan — and O’Brien is
the very definition of one from his
witty, argumentative style to read-
ing the Bengali press before he
turns to the Indian Express and
Business Standard — his selection
of Saravana makes complete sense.
Its idlis are delicious, the crowds
flock there; for a Calcuttan, that is
all that matters.

The place turns out to be O’Brien’s
regular Saturday morning ritual
when he is in Delhi. Almost without
preamble, he begins by reminiscing
about helping input and proof his
first quiz book more than three
decades ago in the small data-type-
setting office Rahul’s father set up.
O’Brien hasn’t really met Rahul since
the 1980s when Rahul was a spectator
at the exciting quiz contests his father
Neil, a nominated Anglo-Indian
member of Parliament, was known
for running as quizmaster. Archis
knows Derek well as a member of the
Rajya Sabha. O’Brien lets slip that he
has long read Business Standard with
a pen in hand to mark articles. His
and his party’s views run counter to
the generally pro free market edito-
rials of this paper, however. Putting
his TMC hat on, he squarely opposes
privatising Air India, for instance,

and improbably suggests Jet
Airways’ problems could have been
solved by merging the two. “Selling
Air India is not going to solve its
problems. We have to find another
solution,” he says. He won’t be
drawn on specifics.

O’Brien is much more pointed in
his critique of the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s (BJP) self-serving rush to dis-
cuss one nation, one poll while not
bothering to address many problems
that came to the fore in the 2019 elec-
tion. Among them is the need for laws
on campaign financing; a report this
week showed that the BJP raised
about 90 per cent of total corporate
donations. He also criticises the wide-
spread use of fake news on social
media as well as the ruling party cir-
cumventing Parliament by repeated-
ly using Ordinances in its first term.

In the ongoing Parliament ses-
sion, O’Brien has tried to fill the
breach left by the near demise of the
Left parties and the ongoing crisis
in the Congress. The huge inroads
the BJP made in the recent parlia-
mentary elections in West Bengal
and Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s ill-tempered responses to
the doctors’ strike and BJP support-
ers goading her with cries of Jai Sri
Ram suggest the TMC has problems
of its own. But, in New Delhi, the
party is measuring up as the de facto
opposition to the BJP, in contrast to
the Congress, which is preoccupied
with its own Bollywood remake of
Hamlet — without Hamlet. Rahul
Gandhi’s perennial existential crisis
has become Congress’ as well. In
recent weeks, O’Brien and parlia-
mentary debutante Mahua Moitra
have been punching well above the
party’s numbers.

Despite the Congress having
nearly four times as many members
in the Rajya Sabha as the TMC (48
to 13), O’Brien has been informally
leading the coordination of
Opposition parties, rallying other
parties to demand a discussion on
electoral reforms and to protest the
government’s disinvestment plans.
This week, O’Brien held a press con-

ference to discuss data on electoral
funding released by election watch-
dog Association for Democratic
Reforms. The report showed that in
2016-17 and 2017-18, the BJP
received ~969 crore in corporate
donations, dwarfing the ~60 crore
the Congress received and the ~2
crore the TMC received. Money is a
predictor of election success,
O’Brien tells us, pointing to a US
study that showed those who out-
spent their opponents in elections
for the Congress and the Senate
almost always win. When the media
largely ignored the news, he tweet-
ed: “The ‘national’ newspapers/TV
based out of Delhi urgently need
spine implant surgery. Media own-
ers, shame on you.” This is a theme
O’Brien returns to repeatedly over
breakfast, which he more than does
justice to by eating six large idlis.
He briefly turns emotional: “I
appeal to all media owners: You are
running institutions of national
heritage. You are part owners of 
our democracy.”

Mostly, we receive a polished
debunking of the BJP’s record,
seasoned with an ex-adman’s
flair for one-liners. Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao is dismissed as a
“scam scheme” with more than
half of its budget being spent on
advertising. He says ~650 crore has
been spent on it across India and con-
trasts this with the ~7,000 crore spent
on Bengal’s Kanyashree scheme to
keep girls in school longer and delay
their marriage. The Bengal effort,
which has also contributed to a drop
in infant and maternal mortality rates,
has received a United Nations award.
An ex-colleague living in Kolkata cites
the scheme as an example of the par-
ty’s good development work in vil-
lages that does not get the attention
of the national media. The ex-col-
league also criticises the party’s use
of hoodlums in local politics in a man-
ner that matches the record of the Left
Front, which ruled the state with a
thuggish fist between 1977 and 2011.

O’Brien is soon using the break-
fast as a warm-up act for his then

upcoming Rajya Sabha speech. The
quiz master’s gift for detail is on dis-
play as the factoids fall fast and furi-
ous. He rattles off how the vast
majority of bills in Parliament’s his-
tory made their way through the
normal legislative process; in the
past five years, four out of every 10
were Ordinances. In the context of
the home ministry’s energetic issu-
ing of advisories to the Bengal gov-
ernment since the no holds barred
election this summer, he says point-

edly: “You gave us an advisory about
the doctors’ strike, but where is the
advisory for Bihar when 150 children
die of encephalitis?”

In an “unequal election”,
Facebook, he alleges, provided an
“unequal playground” stacked in
favour of the BJP. In a response to
reports of favouritism towards the
ruling party, Facebook said on
Newsclick: “An important part of
our mission is equipping elected
officials… with the tools needed to
connect and engage with their
communities.”

O’Brien resorts to banal clichés
when questioned about Banerjee’s
intemperate handling of the doctors’
strike in Bengal last month. After an
uncharacteristic silence, he
responds with “all’s well that ends
well”. It is an odd thing to say about
a strike sparked by the attack on a

young doctor who was in coma for
a few days. This hangs in the air
between us like baffling non-
sense till O’Brien regains his
stride and emphasises the gov-
ernment’s increase in funding
for medical care and in seats
at medical colleges over the
years it has been in power.
Then he recites the 10 param-
eters on which Bengal leads
the country, ranging from e-
tendering to skills development
to a programme for farmers. He
scribbles on the Saravana
paper placemats a list of links
he intends to send us.

We part ways in Kolkata
style, which is to say, in long-

drawn out fashion. A rugby
scrum of a queue is waiting to

get in. O’Brien threads his way past
it and is still talking as child ped-
dlers of pens mob him to force him
to buy one. A gauntlet of shoe-
shine men who claim they have
been waiting for us to finish break-
fast are next. O’Brien is deep in
conversation with Archis as he gets
into his car. His parting shot is full
of confidence: “Trinamool is
match-on for 2021 (when it faces
state elections in Bengal).” On the
evidence of the party’s marshalling
of an otherwise rudderless
Opposition in the past few weeks,
this is more than bravado.

India’s sixth general election was held
between March 16 and 20, 1977.
According to the late R K Dhawan, he

was the one who broke the news to Indira
Gandhi that she — and the Congress party
— had lost the 1977 election.

She was then having dinner. According to
Dhawan, with a look of relief on her face, she said,
“now I will have time for myself and the family”.

In the early morning hours after the election
results had come out, she instructed the
President to officially end the Emergency. She
then resigned. For the first time in her life, she
had no job, no income, no home. 

On October 3, 1977, in a carefully orchestrat-

ed movement, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) came to her residence to
arrest her. It was 4.45 pm. The Attorney General
and the Solicitor General were unaware the gov-
ernment had plans for the arrest. India Today
magazine’s account of the event is riveting.
Prime Minister Morarji Desai gave the green
signal to Home Minister Chaudhary Charan
Singh, adding only one caveat: On no account
was she to be handcuffed. The CBI walked up
to the door of 12 Willingdon Crescent. They told
Gandhi’s aide that they had been ordered to
take Indira Gandhi into custody and cited the
various IPC laws (mostly relating to corruption)
that she had violated. Little did they know that
the FIR, drafted by the Home Ministry, was the
wrong one. They were kept waiting for nearly
two hours, time that Maneka and Sanjay
Gandhi used to telephone all the foreign media
available in Delhi. 

At 6.00 pm Indira Gandhi came out. Her
lawyer Frank Anthony demanded a copy of the
FIR. He was told it was not necessary to provide
him with one as the charges related to corrup-
tion, they were bailable offence and Indira
Gandhi had been informed of them.Then Mrs
Gandhi said: “where are the handcuffs? I will
not go unless I am handcuffed”. The argument
about handcuffs went on for nearly one hour.

Sanjay and Rajiv walked in and out of the house
(the magazine noted that for some inexplicable
reason, Rajiv had a set of pliers and a wrench in
his hand the entire time the arrest drama was
on). In the meantime, party cadres had gathered
outside the house, chanting and slogan-shout-
ing was on. Top party leaders including
Brahmananda Reddy (who had already begun
a campaign about a personality cult that would
later bloom as a full fledged Congress split),
Kamalapati Tripathi, Mohsina Kidwai and oth-
ers watched ashen-faced. Indira Gandhi finally
got into a car and left, followed by Rajiv and
Sanjay Gandhi in their cars. 

Charan Singh’s fears about the wrong FIR
proved well-founded. When she was produced
before the court the next morning, she was
unconditionally released immediately, as there
was no substance in the charges against her.
Later, the same day, Indira Gandhi went to a
wedding: Beautician Shahnaz Husain’s daugh-
ter was getting married at the Ashok Hotel, and
Gandhi had been invited but someone had
called from Willingdon Crescent to let Husain
know Gandhi had been arrested. Husain could-
n’t believe her eyes when she saw Gandhi walk
into the hall, clad in a maroon silk sari with a
gold border. She stayed two hours. 

Ultimately, the Janata Party government had

to invoke the Parliament’s privilege to accom-
plish its objective of putting her behind bars (in
Tihar jail for a week in December, 1978).

Indira Gandhi issued a statement after her
arrest. She said: “I have tried to serve our people
and our country to the best of my ability. No mat-
ter what the charge or charges now made against
me, this arrest is a political one. It is to prevent
me from going to the people. It is an attempt to
discredit me in their eyes and the eyes of the
world... We have offered our cooperation to the
government in any programme for the welfare
of the people. However, we cannot be silent spec-
tators when we see suffering and injustice…”

The day she was taken to Tihar jail
(December 19, 1978) two persons claiming to be
members of the Youth Congress (I) skyjacked
an Indian Airlines plane with 126 passengers
and a crew of six while it was on a flight from
Lucknow to Delhi, forcing it to land in Varanasi.
The hijackers’ demand was that Indira Gandhi
be released. 18,000 Congress workers were
arrested in demonstrations all over India that
day. Little wonder then, that when Sonia Gandhi
was asked to be personally present in court in
the case relating to the National Herald, she
said, “I am the daughter-in-law of Indira
Gandhi. I am not scared of anyone.”

In his book, former President Pranab
Mukherjee says bureaucrats appearing before
the Shah Commission blamed Indira Gandhi
for the Emergency and the suspension of
Fundamental Rights. At the meeting of the
Congress Working Committee that followed,
her colleagues put the onus of losing the 1977
election on her.  

Indira Gandhi blamed no one but herself.

The legacy of Indira Gandhi
In his book, former president Pranab Mukherjee says Ms Gandhi blamed no one
but herself for the Emergency and suspension of Fundamental Rights

PLAIN POLITICS
ADITI PHADNIS

In the last few months, I’ve spent a
bit of time in rural UP and have been
struck by the number of young grad-

uates I’ve met. Most of them have stud-
ied locally. Some plan to get a post-grad
uate degree as well. On the face of it, it
seems promising. But the ground reality
is, more often than not, different. A con-
versation I had with a taxi driver while
driving from Kanpur to Banda last week
illustrates why. 

He offered me a laddu when I got in
the car at Kanpur airport. “I just got my
college exam results,” he explained. “I
now have a BSc degree in physics, and
that is something to celebrate, isn’t it?”

It must have been a tough course, I com-
mented. His response was surprising. “I
don’t really know,” he said. During the
three-year course at Chhatrapati Shahu
Ji Maharaj University, Kanpur, he said
he’d attended barely a month every year.
“I work as a driver in Lucknow,” he
explained, “and don’t have time for
class.” A month before exams, he’d come
to Kanpur, attend a few classes and study
enough to scrape through the exams. 

Local colleges in UP, he said, had lax
attendance requirements, making it easy
for students like him to get their degrees
while doing, what he called, “better
things”. He, for instance, had earned
~8,000-10,000 per month as a driver all
through his “student” life. He couldn’t
have had much driving experience at the
beginning of college when he’d have
been barely eligible for a driving licence,
I pointed out. “This is UP, madam ji,” he
laughed. “I’d been driving for years
before I got my licence.” There were very
few students, he said, who actually
attended class. “Most of them got by
doing exactly what I’ve done,” he said.
“In fact, this has worked out so well that
I plan to enroll for MSc as well.”  

The conversation raised many ques-
tions in my mind. Why was it so easy
for students to get a college degree? If

students got away without attending
class (or somehow subverting atten-
dance rules) and somehow passing
their examinations after a cursory 30
days of study (if at all), what was their
degree worth? I asked the driver to
explain why he wanted to collect all
these degrees if he didn’t really experi-
ence student life or learn anything.
Surely he must have an interest in
physics if he was planning to do MSc
in the subject? His response made me
realise that it was naïve to assume a cor-
relation between obtaining an educa-
tion and getting a degree. “I don’t really
understand physics much,” he said. “I
just opted for the subject as there were
seats available in it,” he said. 

A degree, he said, was the only way
people like him could get ahead at a time
when jobs were hard to find. His father
was a farmer, while many of his friends
came from weaver families. Few wanted
to take up the family trade. He was lucky,
he said, to have landed this driving job.
Which is why his plan was to keep work-
ing in Lucknow while completing his
MSc in physics in Kanpur. “Meanwhile,
I’ll apply for every government position
that falls vacant,” he said. “And of course,
if nothing else comes up, I’ll just become
a teacher”.

The story of a ‘part-time’ grad

My wife’s birthday coincided
with the World Cup semi-
finals between India and New

Zealand, and like the match-that-nev-
er-was, it didn’t go well. She rang up
her friends to ask them over, but the
invitations were declined by their
spouses who wanted to watch the
cricket match in the comfort of their
own homes. That laugh was on them
at any rate because the rain washed out
the match, so all they could do was
watch old re-runs while eating what-
ever they could lay their hands on in
their kitchen when they might have
had party food. 

Those who did agree to come were

the has-beens, low down the pecking
order, whose names are forever being
removed from the guest list. The result
was a mixed bunch with too little in
common, the kind that send ‘thank
you’ texts the following day, implying
they would like to be invited again,
which was the reason my wife and I
had been in a state of sulky non-com-
munication in the first place. My wife
makes one list of people we would like
to invite home, but refers to another
completely different one when she
gets down to making the calls. She
does the same thing with the menu,
so we agree on one bill of fare, she
gives the staff quite another list, and
shops for ingredients for something
else altogether. I won’t go so far as to
say our parties are a matter of hit and
miss, but they are always a surprise—
sometimes even for her. 

These days she tells me to keep my
nose out of all such affairs. “I have had
1,783 parties at home,” she told me the
last time I suggested tweaking the
menu a bit to make allowance for din-
ers with less adventurous palates. I
pointed out that experience does not
parallel wisdom, else she would not
have chilled bottles of water thinking
they were bottles of wine. What I
should have done instead is remind

myself that speaking the inviolable
truth can be injurious to one’s health. 

For two days before the party my
wife did not speak to me at all (which
is a mixed blessing), and for two days
thereafter she has not ceased speaking
at all (which is a form of torture). On
the day of the party she insisted on my
picking out her clothes, then chose to
wear something else altogether. She
asked me to select a pair of heels — so
she could reject it. We repeated this
with picks for her purse, jewellery and
wristwatch, so by the time the guests
began to arrive, my morale was at an
all-time low. I spent the evening lurk-
ing behind the bar and the only person
who did not endorse my services as a
bartender was my wife. 

So, the party. As mixed a bunch of
people as should never be together.
Ditto main course dishes that failed to
communicate with each other. Eleven
spilled drinks. Five cakes. Gravy
dripped on her favourite dining table
cloth (the perpetrator hasn’t been iden-
tified). Seven soiled napkins (in my
wife’s universe, napkins are not meant
to be used ever). Too many guests who
ate and left too quickly after. Too much
leftover. The cricket match the follow-
ing evening didn’t go well either. We’re
both glad the week is over.

We’re glad the week is over

PEOPLE LIKE US
KISHORE SINGHPEOPLE LIKE THEM

GEETANJALI KRISHNA

8 ISSUES AND INSIGHTS
>

MUMBAI  |  13  JULY  2019
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One of the
biggest prob-
lems that the

BJP has is the absence
of economic thinkers,
as distinct from mere
economists. One con-
sequence of this is
that we have no idea
of what its conception
of wealth and value is,
as distinct from mere
money. Nor does it
seem to have a sense
of how wealth and 
value are created in

modern society. 
There are two reasons why this is important. The first is

that the BJP has emerged as the flag bearer of a transfor-
mative majoritarian social philosoply for India. This phi-
losophy, though narrow in conception and socially disrup-
tive in its consequences, is likely to dominate the political
landscape for the next few decades.

The second reason is that if you have a narrow view of
wealth, viewing it as mere money, you tend to treat it as
something to be milked, not nurtured. Ms Sitharaman’s
first Budget stands testimony to this. So have all Budgets
since 1957.

That is, the Congress had exactly the same approach.
But in its case at least we knew how its brain had been
wired, first by the Harold Laski types and then, after two
decades, in purely politically inspired mutation, by
Indira Gandhi. There is no equivalent of a pro-wealth
Laski for the BJP — and that is why it is persisting with
the mutated version that Indira Gandhi imposed on us
in 1970. 

This is why the BJP needs to solve the following prob-
lem: Can you change the social philosophy governing the
politics of a country and leave its economic philosophy
untouched and indistinguishable from the old-fashioned
Gandhian socialism of the 1970s?

Neither value not wealth
As the politically dominant force, the BJP hasn’t even begun
to think systematically about the problem. I had hoped
that Bibek Debroy, who has the intellectual wherewithal,
would become its lead thinker. But he has fallen strangely
silent. In any case, he is not a party man.

Nor has Rajiv Kumar, who now heads NITI Aayog with
its massive convening power, shown any inclination in this
direction. But NITI doesn’t mean merely policy; it also
means structured thought. 

This inability to think appropriately about value and
wealth has been the source of every one of our economic
follies since independence. This is because the Congress
thought of wealth as a social evil. 

Many economists who served it, however, had the oppo-
site view. I had the good fortune to learn economic policy
from some of them. But they were unable to counter what
the Germans call the zeitgeist (the spirit of the times). 

After 1970, when the Congress turned a deeper shade of
pink, they all fell by the wayside. Then the intellectual char-
latans, fellow-travellers and groupies took over. 

One such groupie even became prime minister. As
finance minister earlier, he did his best to change things.
But when he became prime minister he stopped trying. 

So when Mr Narendra Modi constantly talks about
the Congress legacy, he forgets that this is the most
important part of it, namely, the way a political party
thinks about the only thing that matters: wealth and how
it is created. 

That is why young Krishnamurthy Subramaniam can
wax eloquent about behaviourial economics and nudge
theory. But he is targeting the wrong group. It is the BJP he
needs to nudge because it is the most in need of nudging
right now.

An incomplete party
It is no coincidence that the Europeans grew so rich and
ruled the world for 500 years. They devoted a lot of
thought to the question of wealth and value and how they
are created.

Above all, they knew that wealth — even if the 
manner in which it is created changes — must be pre-
served, not destroyed. In India, after 1947, we have done
the opposite.

It was the physicocrats who started the ball rolling
and since then there have been various theories. Bar the
Communists, not one of these theories has come any-
where near our political parties, who have not tried to
develop their own theories either.

As a result, they remain struck on religion and caste.
And there lies the paradox: In order to win elections, they
have to promise wealth. But when they come to power
the fools destroy it. Hence my question to them: How do
you deliver wealth when you don’t have the slightest idea
about it?

The BJP has surmounted many political and social prob-
lems but until it surmounts this particular intellectual prob-
lem, it is, I am afraid, going to remain incomplete.

BJP: An
incomplete party

Some searching questions
The former celebrated quiz show host tells Rahul Jacob and Archis Mohan he worries
that social media and media proprietors are bending to the ruling party’s will

MARGINAL UTILITY
TCA SRINIVASA RAGHAVAN

ILLUSTRATION BY BINAY SINHA



T here was a time during the prohibition era in Bombay (as it then was)
when only foreigners were allowed to drink in hotel bars. A humour
columnist wrote then about his fictional wife walking into the bar of
an expensive hotel and ordering a drink. On being told that only for-

eigners would be served, she asked the unanswerable question: “Whose coun-
try is this anyway?”

That should be our question, too, every time someone writes or says that we
must offer foreigners reasonable tax rates, or good business processes, or special
investment windows, or investment enclaves, lest they take their dollars elsewhere.
The usual arguments run like this: The new high income tax rates will make it more
difficult to hire expatriates. Or, foreign portfolio investors will turn away from the
Indian market. Or, we must clean up and beautify our tourist spots, to attract more
international tourists. The obvious question is, why only foreigners? What about us
who live and work here and pay our taxes? Don’t we deserve better tax and other rules,
and cleaner towns and cities in which to live and work? Or is the Indian citizen to
be treated differently because s/he is a captive, without means of escape?

Well, India is no longer the economic prison that it used to be, when all that
you could take out of the country was eight dollars. Later, under a liberalised for-
eign travel scheme, you could take out a generous $100. We weren’t as bad as the
old Soviet Union, which ran the Beryozka supermarket, where only western
tourists could shop (predictably, the Soviet elite, too, found a way to shop there).
Or China, where for years foreigners could deal only in specially issued Foreign
Exchange Certificates. But it was bad enough.

Most closed systems have opened up, including India’s. No government in
its right mind today would try imposing such rules, and, if it did, it wouldn’t work.
Not that it worked earlier. All that Indian money in Swiss banks and other tax
havens didn’t materialise out of thin air. Smuggling was rampant at the time, and
the hawala trade flourished. Some of the money round-tripped back as investment
from overseas. There was a period when Indians also started coming back. It
helped that the domestic environment improved: New private hospitals and
schools responded to the demand for better health and education services. Cars,
phone connections, and air services, all got better.

And yet, recent years have seen wealthy and professionally successful Indians
voting with their feet, or air tickets. One plausible figure has it that 150,000 top-
strata Indians have emigrated in recent years to Dubai, Singapore, and western
shores. They were initially running away from tax terrorism, a term born out of
Pranab Mukherjee’s 2012 Budget. Then came new rules about the place of effec-
tive business, which induced many to change their residential status. Others have
followed because of the worsening air pollution in cities, the impossibilities of
school admission, and now the lack of water.

It is easier to leave than before. Millions of Indians have acquired international
degrees, or high-quality Indian ones, that make them globally saleable. The
many millions of non-residents in the US, West Asia, and elsewhere translate into
kinships that facilitate emigration. Countries like Australia target Indians as
desirable immigrants, partly to neutralise the effect of a Chinese influx. In short,
relatively large numbers from the class of Indians vital to taking the economy for-
ward can leave, and have been doing so.

So we need to treat citizens like they have a choice, even if most of them don’t.
If foreigners need reasonable taxes, why offer citizens something else? If foreign
businessmen look for assurance on the rule of law, so do citizens (including, or
especially, the government’s critics). “Ease of Living” is a great concept — offer-
ing, for instance, automated protection from the tax official’s grasping fingers. But
let’s not offer special treatment to help foreigners escape the rigours of our rules
and laws. That is what closed and oppressive systems do. Let’s do things for all,
including citizens, as an open democracy should.

WEEKEND RUMINATIONS
T N NINAN

Not second-class

EYE CULTURE
SUHIT K SEN

The recently concluded Copa
America, which was hosted by
Brazil, was significant in a num-

ber of ways. Upfront, the hosts won the
tournament, beating Peru 3-1, after a
gap of 12 years. There were other unex-
pected outcomes.

First, Brazil won the tournament
without the services of Paris Saint-
Germain (PSG) superstar Neymar, who
was not available because he was car-
rying an injury. This unexpectedly ben-
efited the home side and taught fans
and managers a valuable lesson: That
the presence of a superstar carrying
unnecessary baggage can, in fact, desta-
bilise a team, rather than help take it
over the line. The most ardent Neymar
fans will acknowledge that alongside
his undoubted skills, he carries baggage
that neither helps him, nor his team.
That is probably the reason why PSG
are trying to offload the Brazilian in this
transfer season.

Another lesson we learnt is that even
the most perfect of players are not per-
fect. Argentina and Barcelona striker
Lionel Messi is not only acknowledged
to be one of the greatest attacking play-
ers to grace the game of football, but
has so far also been idolised as a fair
and sporting competitor. But Messi’s
failure to win trophies with his nation-
al team, in sharp distinction to the bags
of trophies he has won with his club,
has probably embittered him.

His bitterness brimmed over after
Argentina’s semi-final loss to Brazil in
the Copa America. Messi embarked on
an extended rant, in the course of which
he excoriated the refereeing, alleging
systematic bias in favour of the home
team. For his pains, Messi faces a ban
from participating in the Copa America
for up to two years. This may not prove
significant given Messi’s age and the
stage of his career he is in, but it is, nev-
ertheless, disquieting to see the other-
wise quiet and imperturbable Messi
embark on such a harangue. 

But all these wrinkles were over-
shadowed by a sublime moment of
hilarity. It came in the course of a match
between Uruguay, the most successful
team in Copa history, and Chile on
June 24 . Uruguay and Barcelona strik-
er Luis Suarez, one of the quintessential
‘bad boys’ of international football, had
darted into the box, following a pass,
rounded the goalkeeper and taken a
shot at goal. The Chilean keeper recov-
ered his poise in time to palm the ball
away from goal.

Momentarily distracted, perhaps, by
his failure to score, Suarez immediate-
ly appealed for a penalty. What he
seemed to have forgotten in the heat of

the moment was that it is the goalkeep-
er’s job to save goals and to do this he
can use any part of his body: hands,
feet, torso and head. Most usually, goal-
keepers use their hands to parry, palm
over or collect balls threatening their
goal. Soon after, Suarez realised his mis-
take and stopped appealing.

There was more to come, however.
Later in the course of the match, Suarez
made frantic appeals to the referee, imp-
loring him to send Chile’s Gonzalo Jara o-
ff the pitch. The only problem was that all
Jara had done was trip up a pitch invader,
which doesn’t exactly qualify as a foul.

This is, however, an improvement
on Suarez’s on-pitch behaviour. Five
years to the day from the Uruguay-Chile
match, Suarez had bitten Italy defender
Giorgio Chiellini in a group-stage match
during the 2014 World Cup. In all, Suarez
was involved in three ‘biting’ episodes:
the first time was in 2010, when he bit a
PSV Eindhoven player while playing for
Ajax in Holland; and in 2013, he had bit-
ten Chelsea defender Branislov Ivanovic,
while in a Liverpool jersey and was sus-
pended for 10 games.

This incident prompted Liverpool
to sell Suarez to Barcelona, where he
has not only mended his ways but
turned in impeccable performances
season after season as part of an attack-
ing trio, also involving Messi and anoth-
er striker who has rotated over the years:
Neymar, Ousmane Dembele, Philippe
Coutinho. The good news for the
Catalan side is that another classy strik-
er — Antoine Griezmann — will wear
the Barcelona jersey from next season.
Suarez’s happily changed ways perhaps
owes much to his first Barcelona man-
ager, Luis Enrique, who had always
been a stickler for discipline.

Generically, the funniest incidents
involve all manner of own goals – from
misplaced back passes, by goalkeepers
unaware of where the sticks are behind
them, and, in one instance, from a
hoofed clearance from the midway line
of the ground.

But there are some outliers as well.
Louis van Gaal, Manchester United
manager for two years, was trying to
convince the fourth official that a free
kick awarded to Arsenal should not
have been given because the Arsenal
player claiming a foul had dived, i.e.,
simulated a fall. In the course of giving
a demonstration of the dive, van Gaal, in
fact, toppled to the ground. Strictly
speaking, that was not on the pitch,
though the incident involving an Eric
Cantona look alike making it to the
Manchester United line-up on the pitch
was. The impostor was turfed out before
the game began, however.

As of now, Suarez’s appeals on the
pitch against Chile can be considered
the lightest of moments in top-tier
football.
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It must have been 1978, or there-
abouts, when Promise tooth-
paste was launched. The young,

dimpled, middle-class housewife in
the ad would ask in mock exaspera-
tion, Offo! Ek aur naya toothpaste?.
That simple question mouthed with
a bemused and somewhat irritated
facial expression soon made both
the brand and its protagonist wildly
famous. While Promise zoomed 
to the no. 2 position after market
leader Colgate, the lady in the ad
became known to the world as Maya
Alagh, coincidentally herself a den-
tist by profession. The Promise ad
launched Maya as a television
actress of repute who went on to also

grab some meaty Bollywood roles
over time.

Forty years ago, Surf introduced
‘Lalitaji’, the unsmiling, fussy, saree-
clad housewife with a red-bindi and
a distinctive hair-do, who taught
India the difference between sasti
cheez aur acchi cheez. Lalitaji
became a household name in no
time, but so did Kavita Chaudhary
who essayed the role. Kavita was
soon chosen to be the lead of
Udaan, which became one of
Doordarshan’s most iconic serials
ever. The Liril girl, Karen Lunel, hav-
ing fun under the waterfall became
an overnight sensation catapulting
the Air India stewardess to national
stardom. In subsequent years, Pooja
Batra, Preity Zinta, and Deepika
Padukone also played the Liril girl
and eventually carved out success-
ful Bollywood careers, but no one
was ever as much Liril as Karen.

Ankitha Jhaveri, the “I love you
Rasna” girl of the 1980s became one
of Indian advertising’s most recalled
brand mascots. It paved the way for
her to become a well-known actress
in Telugu films. In the 1990s, Parzaan
Dastur was the little boy in the Dhara
ad who runs away from home and is

enticed back by Ramu kaka because
there are jalebis being cooked by his
mom. He became such a prodigy
that he was chosen for the role of the
silent Sardarji boy in Kuch Kuch Hota
Hai, the one who tells Shahrukh,
Tussi jaa rahe ho, tussi na jao and
then starred in Kaho Naa Pyaar Hai,
Mohabattein, Kabhi Khushi Kabhie
Gham besides other blockbuster
Bollywood movies.

So, not very far back in time, it
was advertising that created celebri-
ties, and not the other way around.
Brands today depend more and
more on famous faces to entice cus-
tomers and build brand preference.
Ranveer Singh and Virat Kohli en-
dorse about 25 brands each; Akshay
Kumar and Deepika Padukone are
brand ambassadors of at least 20
brands each; Amitabh Bachchan,
Ranbir Kapoor, Alia Bhatt, and MS
Dhoni also have endorsement deals
in double digits. One almost gets
the impression that brand advertis-
ing in India today cannot be done
without using a famous face.

Yet, there are successful examp-
les even in the current celeb-crazy
environment where brands have m-
anaged to cut through the clutter

with advertising that became famo-
us, concurrently catapulting their o-
rdinary everyday protagonists to st-
ratospheric fame. Amrita Raichand,
a small town girl from Jamshedpur,
and an MBA from Narsee Monjee,
played the housewife in Whirlpool’s
Mummy ka Magic campaign a
decade ago, and became syno-
nymous with her role as a modern,
caring mom. So enduring was her
personal equity, and so well-recalled
was the campaign, that she today
anchors a show called Mummy ka
Magic as a chef on FoodFood TV.

The Airtel 4G girl Sasha Chhetri
is a better known face across India
than most Bollywood starlets and
surely India’s women cricket capta-
in Harmanpreet Kaur. Between Se-
ptember 19 and November 20, 2015,
Airtel beamed a mind-numbing
54,506 ad spots on national TV feat-
uring Sasha. No wonder, the dimin-
utive 19-years old Xavier’s Mumbai
student who hails from Dehradun,
became one of the country’s most-
recognised and loved (some say hat-
ed) faces. Similar is the story of the
Kya Aapne Kabhi Online Hotel Sea-
rch Kiya Hai? Trivago India prese-
nter who ignited an unprecedente-

d, ‘Who is the Trivago guy?’ avalan-
che on Twitter, Facebook and Quora
a couple of years ago. The young
man, Abhinav Kumar, is actually
the travel portal’s own business
development manager based in
Dusseldorf. He is today an internet
darling with unbelievable metrics.

So, even today, it is possible to
create memorable advertising in
India sans celebrities, such that the
ordinary folks in these famous cam-
paigns gain fame and public recog-
nition even beyond film stars and
cricketers. But the essential ingredi-
ents in converting these ordinary
folks into superstars are 1.) a single-
minded advertising idea… like 4G
in the case of Airtel 2.) limitless rep-
etition of the ad on air… the 50K ad
spots of Airtel in 60 days on TV irri-
tated the hell out of the entire nation,
but made Sasha unforgettable.

Creating brand characters who
are uniquely yours and unequivo-
cally identified with just one brand
are invaluable assets. Far superior
to employing mercenary celebrities.
But how many brands today have
the patience and the perseverance to
ideate, create, nourish and celebrate
ordinary folks as brand champions?

The writer is an advertising and media veteran

Email: sandeep@goyalmail.com

When advertising created celebrities

The odds were stacked against
Spiderman in China. Two
weeks ago, the latest film fea-

turing the superhero, Spiderman:
Far From Home, was slated to open
against The Eight Hundred a highly
anticipated, big-budget war movie.
But, in a plot twist that’s left local
filmmakers reeling, the Chinese
film was cancelled just days before
its release, allegedly because it’d fall-
en out of favour with censors. In its
absence, Spiderman had a nearly
$100 million opening weekend —
far beyond expectations. The US
blockbuster is currently China’s sec-
ond-most popular draw, one of six
foreign films in the top 10.

This isn’t the Hollywood end-
ing the Communist Party wanted.

For years, the Chinese government
has actively promoted local movies
with the goal of surpassing
Hollywood’s profits and global
influence, both at home and
abroad. Yet, increasingly, the gov-
ernment’s efforts to control content
are weakening the industry, to the
benefit of US rivals.

China’s film industry is one of
the country’s great growth stories
over the last two decades. Between
2005 and 2019, box-office revenue
grew from 2 billion yuan to just over
60 billion yuan ($8.9 billion), thanks
to an emerging middle class in
search of entertainment. Annual
growth rates of more than 30 per
cent weren’t unusual.

It wasn’t just revenues growing,
either. The technical proficiency of
Chinese films also increased, cul-
minating in Wolf Warrior 2, a 2017
military action-adventure drama
that became China’s most success-
ful movie ever, and The Wandering
Earth, a sci-fi thriller that’s topping
this year’s box office. Generous sub-
sidies, have boosted Chinese films
against foreign competition more
generally: In 2018, locally made
films claimed 62 per cent of box-
office revenue, up from 54 per cent
in 2017.

Yet, at the same time, the box-
office growth rate slowed to 9 per
cent, down from 13.5 per cent in
2017. During the first half of 2019,
revenues actually fell by 2.8 per cent
despite a slight uptick in the average
ticket price — the first such decline
since 2011. The gross number of
tickets sold declined 10.5 per cent
year-on-year.

Several factors have contributed
to this dropoff, including a recent
tax evasion scandal that netted
many Chinese film stars and stalled
or killed productions, as well as
increased competition from China’s
booming streaming video services.
But the most damaging was
summed up by The Paper, a state-
funded newspaper in Shanghai:
“This year audiences could clearly
feel that after Chinese New Year,
there were no good films to watch,
especially among domestic films.”

Why? While censorship has
always been a barrier to innovative
and risk-taking films in China, adept
and determined filmmakers could
still find ways to get interesting work
approved. That became much hard-
er beginning in March 2018 when
the government eliminated the
agencies previously assigned to reg-
ulate film, television, and publica-

tions, assigning their responsibili-
ties to the powerful Central
Propaganda Department. What had
been a difficult process mediated
by bureaucrats suddenly became a
much harder one overseen by
Communist Party officials closely
tied to China’s top policymakers.

The immediate effects were
understandably chaotic. Long-time
relationships between studios and
regulators needed to be reset or
established fresh. This slowed down
the already byzantine process of
approvals. Worse, it injected a new
degree of risk — and risk-aversion —
into an industry that already had
an ample share.

The results are obvious. In
February, and again in April, three
prominent Chinese films were
abruptly withdrawn from festivals
in Berlin and Cannes for “technical
reasons” — a euphemism for cen-
sorship. An even more ominous
sign came last month when The
Eight Hundredwas also pulled from
its opening slot at the Shanghai
International Film Festival for “tech-
nical reasons.” Reports on Chinese
media suggest officials may have
been offended by the idea that sol-
diers under Chiang Kai-Shek, the
Chinese Nationalist rival to Mao

Zedong’s Communists, had fought
with valour during World War II.

Chinese filmmakers are getting
the message. On the sidelines of the
festival, China’s biggest studios
announced slates of films that
seemed designed to please the cen-
sors. Tencent Pictures, the studio
owned by Tencent Holdings,
announced an upcoming lineup
that Variety described as “a mix of
Hollywood content and Chinese
propaganda.” China Film Group
Corporation, producer of The
Wandering Earth, announced a
similar slate while emphasising its
“mission to closely revolve around
the Party and the country’s promo-
tion of overall cultural work.”

The irony is that regulators know
such dutiful movies aren’t likely to
inspire ticket buyers. Traditionally,
in an unwritten blackout designed
to boost the fortunes of local pro-
ductions, the busy summer holiday
season in July and August has been
reserved for Chinese films only. This
summer China has opted to open
the gates to foreign films, in an effort
to pump up ticket sales. The biggest
beneficiary of China’s clampdown
on content may be Hollywood.

©Bloomberg

In China, censors are Hollywood’s best friends Suarez reformed?
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Three things have triggered this week’s
thought process. 

� The wide dismay in the strategic community
over the stationary defence Budget;
� The statement by renowned American strate-

gic scholar Christine Fair to ThePrint’s Srijan
Shukla that the Lashkar-e-Taiba isn’t another ter-
ror organisation but a low-cost special operations
unit of the Pakistani army for waging asymmetric
warfare India can’t match. And that India can’t
defeat Pakistan in a short war;
� The interesting findings in the book authored

by the late Air Commodore Jasjit Singh, talking
about how the Indian Air Force
(IAF) gave Israeli engineers access
to its old French Mirages so they
could be modified to carry the
Russian R-73 air-to-air missiles.
This is when their original missile,
Matra-530D, had become obsolete.

It is finally the thought of Israeli
experts fitting Russian missiles on
French Mirages owned by the IAF
that brought back the late lyricist
Shailendra’s immortal lines from
Raj Kapoor’s classic, Shree 420:
Mera joota hai Japani, yeh patloon
Inglistani/sir pe lal topee Russi, Phir
bhi dil hai Hindustani (my shoes
are Japanese, trousers British-made/my cap may be
Russian, but my heart is still Indian). These lines
were heady for a new republic in 1955. Must these
continue to describe the state of its armed forces,
65 years later?

Let’s examine the budget versus GDP issue first.
This year’s Budget, ~4.31 trillion, including pen-
sions, is almost exactly 2 per cent of GDP. If you
exclude pensions, it will be ~3.18 trillion, or about
1.5 per cent of GDP.

Two good questions arise: Can India defend
itself with so little? And can India afford a defence
allocation much higher than this? The immediate
response is, no to the first, yes to the second.
Confession: I might also have said so until some
time ago. But I was wrong.

In the strategic debate, the distinction between
GDP and the national Budget isn’t always made.
Only the Budget belongs to the government, not
GDP. The more apt way of looking at defence
spending, therefore, is as a percentage of the
national Budget.

Today, at 15.5 per cent, it is the largest item in the
Budget after debt repayments, at about 23 per cent.
This is more than what we spend on agriculture,
rural development, education, and health put
together (15.1per cent). Another half a per cent of
GDP, or 3.5 per cent of the Budget, is spent on cen-
tral paramilitary forces. From where will any
finance minister shift more to defence?

Our data journalist Abhishek Mishra has mined
the defence Budget trends for me since 1986,

when it reached its peak of 4 per cent of GDP in the
years of Rajiv Gandhi’s heady military expansion —
when, incidentally, today’s Mirages started arriv-
ing. Budgets have since risen on a consistent, sta-
ble and conservative basis and averaged 2.82 per
cent of GDP (World Bank figures). With the 1991
reforms, GDP growth picked up.

In the past 20 years, from Kargil onwards, the
average budgetary increase as been 8.91 per cent
per year. You can shout, scream, complain, but it is
now evident that no government is going to be so
fiscally irresponsible or politically foolhardy to
massively increase defence spending by either
printing more money, or taking away from the lit-

tle that goes to the poor as subsi-
dies (6.6 per cent of the Budget) or
agriculture, health, education,
rural development etc.

Expectations that a more mus-
cular Narendra Modi government
would do something dramatic were
misplaced and unfair. Mr Modi is
nobody’s fool or a reckless mili-
tarist. A robust strategic posture
does not mean he was about to
convert India into a national secu-
rity state like Pakistan, bankrupt it
and keep rushing to the IMF.

The Indian strategic debate,
therefore, has to reposition itself

at this new realistic level. This is about what is
affordable. The growth would only keep pace with
GDP. So, if GDP is $5 trillion in 2024,
defence spending will be about 2 per
cent of that. The debate, therefore, has
to be about how much defence and
what kind of defence can this money
buy India.

At current force levels, India is
much too strong for Pakistan in a
longer (two weeks plus) war. But that is
unlikely today. Remember, even our
last two wars were merely 22 (1965) and
13 (1971) days. But, Christine Fair is also
right to say that today India can’t
defeat Pakistan in a short war. The
question we need to ask, in fact, is
more provocative: Does India have the
superiority in critical areas to deliver a deterrent
punishment to Pakistan for its asymmetrical mis-
chief (as in Pulwama) with greater certainty and
evidence of outcome and minimal risk to Indian
lives (unlike Balakot)?

Balakot and the skirmish the day after showed
we do not have that edge at this point.

Of course, in a longer or more extensive
engagement the IAF’s numbers and skills would
have prevailed more decisively. But why should a
country with one-seventh of your defence Budget
and a mere 3 per cent of your foreign exchange
reserves be able to outrange, outgun and even out-
number you at a moment of its choosing? Which
brings back the same tricky question: Are we

spending our defence rupees right?

India has two primary strategic needs: A defen-
sive hedge against China, which makes its costs

for any territorial push prohibitive, and a punitive
deterrent to deny Pakistan the space for asymmet-
ric mischief without fear of punishment.

A two-front war is not an impossibility but so
very unlikely. China’s stakes in the world are very
different, India is perfectly capable of fighting in
self-defence and between three nuclear powers,
one thing you can presume is no one would lose a
full-scale war without taking the other down with
it. This is where a second breath of realism is need-
ed: Stop psyching yourselves with the spectre of a
two-front war. Don’t paint the devil on the wall.
Focus on what is clear, present, and realistic.

At this point, neither the Army or the IAF has
that immediate, punitive deterrent power against
Pakistan. Forget a three-week war; on the LoC,
where the action is, Pakistan has until now fielded
better infantry weapons, body armour, sniper rifles,
and matching artillery. The qualitative air power
mismatch and our complacence, especially under
10 UPA years that allowed it to build, was high-
lighted on February 26-27. The only service with a
decisive and pulverising superiority over Pakistan
today is the Navy. But using the Navy punitively
raises the escalatory ladder, and creates a mess in
waterways sensitive for the rest of the world.

Of the ~4.31 trillion defence spending, the
largest head is pensions, at ~1.12 trillion, followed

by salaries of the three forces (excluding
civilians and the DRDO) at ~1.08468 tril-
lion. Another ~1 trillion plus is spent on
other fixed costs, maintenance and con-
sumables. What is left as capital Budget
is a couple of hundred crores, even less
than salaries. This is why each of the
forces is scratching around to pay to
modernise this or that, and making do
with jugaad: A platform from here, a
missile from there, radar from some-
where else. Of course, as we always
know, it is the man behind the machine
that matters. Because, ... “phir bhi dil
hai Hindustani”.

An aspiring superpower deserves
better. If it can’t spend more, it has to spend 
better. You must not reduce salaries and pensions.
Your soldiers deserve even more. But must you
have such large manpower for full-career service?
There is need to make the forces smaller, niftier,
snappier, and punchier. Think of innovative ideas
of shorter service and something Kline American
ROTC (Reserve Officers Training Corps). 
Some progress in that direction is being made as
this government is not as wary of change as the
UPA. India needs a change of doctrine. And 
its strategic community should stop re-fighting
wars of past.

By Special Arrangement with ThePrint

NATIONAL INTEREST
SHEKHAR GUPTA

YES, BUT...
SANDEEP GOYAL

Our ‘joota hai Japani’ defence
The past 20 years, under three PMs, have shown us the defence Budget is not about to go higher than its
ballpark of 1.5 per cent of GDP, besides pensions. Can it buy us real defence and not mere jugaad?

ADAM MINTER

It is finally the
thought of Israeli
experts fitting
Russian missiles on
French Mirages
owned by the IAF
that brought back
the late lyricist
Shailendra’s
immortal lines
from Raj Kapoor’s
classic, Shree 420
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EDITORIAL

Mohammed Ayoob 

O
n  July  7,  Iran  announced
that it would begin enrich­
ing  uranium  above  a  con­

centration of 3.67% permitted un­
der the nuclear deal, known as the
Joint  Comprehensive  Plan  of  Ac­
tion ( JCPOA), reached by Iran and
the P5+1 (China, France, Germany,
Russia,  the United Kingdom, and
the United States) on July 14, 2015.

This followed its July 1 announ­
cement that it had breached the li­
mit of the 300 kg of enriched ura­
nium  stockpile  that  was  allowed
by the JCPOA. It appears Iran’s pa­
tience is wearing out.

These steps come in the wake of
increasing  tensions  between  the
U.S. and Iran following the shoot­
ing  down  of  an  unmanned  U.S.
drone over the Strait of Hormuz in
June.  The  circumstances  sur­
rounding this event and the locale
of the downing are contested. Ho­
wever, it led to the U.S. President,
Donald Trump, fi��rst ordering a re­
taliatory  strike  on  Iran  and  then
rescinding it at the last minute. It is
possible that had this strike taken
place  it  would  have  become  the
fi��rst  act  in  a  major  military  con­

frontation  between  the  U.S.  and
Iran.

The mayhem could have spread
to  the  entire  West  Asian  region
with Iran attacking strategic Amer­
ican,  Saudi and  Emirati  targets
around the Gulf and attempting to
block the Strait of Hormuz in an ef­
fort to choke off�� the supply of Gulf
oil  to  the  international  market.
Further, Iranian allies in Lebanon,
Iraq  and  Syria  might  have
launched  attacks  against  Ameri­
can  troop  concentrations  as  well
as against U.S. ally Israel, thus in­
viting further American and Israeli
counter­retaliation  and  dragging
the U.S. into its third major war in
the region.

The  downward  spiral  in  U.S.­
Iran  relations  started  with  Mr.
Trump’s  decision  (announced  in
May  2018)  to  withdraw  from  the
JCPOA  against  the  advice  of  the
U.S.’s European allies France, Ger­
many, and the U.K. that are parties
to  the deal. The Trump adminis­
tration followed it up with the re­
imposition of stringent economic
sanctions  against  Iran  that  were
being gradually dismantled follow­
ing  the  2015  nuclear  deal.  These
included sanctions against foreign
companies  doing  business  with
Iran and against countries buying
Iranian oil.

List of demands
Finally,  the  U.S.  announced  in
April this year that it would not ex­

tend  waivers  granted  earlier  to
eight  countries  (China,  India,  Ja­
pan, South Korea, Taiwan, Turkey,
Italy and Greece) which had been
the  largest  importers  of  Iranian
oil. This decision was aimed at to­
tally choking off�� the export of Ira­
nian oil — the primary foreign ex­
change  earner  for  Tehran —  in
order to bring Iran to its knees and
force  it  to  accept  American  de­
mands spelt out by U.S. Secretary
of State, Mike Pompeo. These in­
cluded further curbs on Iran’s nu­
clear  programme  including  total
stoppage of uranium enrichment
even at low levels permitted by the
JCPOA and monitored by the Inter­
national Atomic Energy Agency.

Further, Mr. Pompeo demand­
ed  that  Iran  stop  all  support  to
Hezbollah  and  Hamas  which  the
U.S.  considers  to  be  “terrorist”
groups,  permit  the  disarming  of
Shia militias in Iraq, and stop aid­
ing Houthis in Yemen fi��ghting Sau­
di and Emirati forces in that coun­
try.  Above  all,  Mr.  Pompeo
demanded that Iran end building

of ballistic missiles and halt furth­
er  launching  or  development  of
nuclear­capable missile systems.

All  these  demands  went  far
beyond the  limits placed on  Iran
by the JCPOA and most were unre­
lated to Iran’s nuclear programme.
Iran’s  government  rejected  these
demands  while  still  keeping  the
door open  for negotiations, hop­
ing against hope to draw the U.S.
back into the nuclear deal. Howev­
er, persisting and escalating moves
by  the  U.S.  during  the  past  year
now seem to have made it impossi­
ble  for  Tehran  to  simultaneously
maintain  the  contradictory  posi­
tion  of  resisting  American  de­
mands while continuing to comply
with  restrictions  imposed  on  its
nuclear programme by the JCPOA.

The stance of Iran’s Hassan Rou­
hani government became increas­
ingly untenable in the light of re­
cent American actions. The latter
provided the hardline opposition
in  Iran,  composed  of  right­wing
factions  and  the  Islamic  Revolu­
tionary  Guard  Corps,  the  oppor­
tunity  to  attack  the  government
for  conforming  to  an  agreement
that had been rejected by the U.S.
and that had provided no econom­
ic relief to the Iranian people, the
primary selling point in favour of
the JCPOA. Moreover, the Iranian
Supreme  Leader,  Ayatollah  Ali
Khamenei, whose support for the
JCPOA was crucial, has for all prac­
tical purposes withdrawn his en­

dorsement  of  the  agreement  in
turn leaving the duo of President
Rouhani and Iran’s Foreign Minis­
ter  Mohammad  Javad  Zarif with­
out any protective political cover.

Tit-for-tat measures
Therefore,  the  Iranian  govern­
ment,  in  order  to  maintain  its
standing  with  the  populace,  has
been left with no option but to un­
dertake tit­for­tat measures, furth­
er  heightening  the  political  tem­
perature in the Persian Gulf. This
has  turned  the  U.S.­Iran  standoff��
into  a  game  of  chicken  in  which
either  one  of  the  parties  to  the
game blinks and concedes victory
to the other or a “crash” becomes
inevitable. The American­Iranian
confrontation seems to be inexora­
bly heading towards the latter out­
come. If taken to its logical conclu­
sion this scenario can turn out to
be catastrophic for the entire West
Asian region as well as for the in­
ternational economy. Oil supplies
from the Persian Gulf are likely to
be  greatly  reduced  if  not  totally
eliminated sending oil prices sky­
rocketing,  especially  threatening
the  vulnerable  economies  of  the
global South.
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Game of chicken that can end in disaster
The confrontation between the U.S. and Iran in West Asia could snowball with damaging economic consequences 
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T
he draft National Education
Policy  (NEP)  2019  recom­
mends  a  restructuring  of

school years and the curriculum,
in a wide­ranging manner. If pro­
perly  implemented,  many  of  the
suggested changes may help edu­
cation.  These  include  fl��exibility
and wider scope at the secondary
level,  space  for  moral  reasoning,
re­emphasis  on  the  true  spirit  of
the three  language formula, a  fo­
cus on the core concepts and key
ideas in subjects, vocational cours­
es, and also a focus of assessment
on  understanding.  However,  the
draft NEP also recommends much
that may have just the opposite ef­
fect.  These  are,  for  example,  15
subjects/courses  at  the  upper
primary level, three languages in
early  childhood  education,  and
confusing statements on a number
of curricular  issues. The curricu­
lum the draft NEP suggests at the
upper  primary  level  has  started
looking like a laundry list, perhaps
because of a lack of a coherent vi­
sion and the curricular thinking it
adopts. 

India-centric aim?
The  policy  envisions  an  “India
centred  education  system  that
contributes directly to transform­
ing our nation sustainably into an
equitable and vibrant knowledge
society”.  The  proclaimed  “India
centred­ness”  of  education  is  li­
mited to recommendations on In­
dian  languages and a mention of
Indian  knowledge  systems.  The
operational  vision  is  that  of  a
“knowledge  society”,  almost  en­
tirely  contained  in  UNESCO­
preached ‘21st century skills’. The
democratic  ideal  is  neither  men­
tioned nor used in articulating the

aims of education or curricular re­
commendation, though democrat­
ic values are mentioned in the list
of key “skills” that are to be inte­
grated in subjects. 

The vision of a knowledge socie­
ty directly leads to the objectives
of  curricular  transformation  “in
order  to  minimise  rote  learning
and instead encourage holistic de­
velopment and 21st century skills
such as critical thinking, creativity,
scientifi��c temper, communication,
collaboration,  multilingualism,
problem solving, ethics, social res­
ponsibility,  and  digital  literacy”.
The  most  important  and  educa­
tionally worthwhile term is “skill”
and everything has to fi��t in within
that;  even  ethics  and  social
responsibility.

Shaping an individual
“The goal”, according to the draft
policy,  “will  be  to  create  holistic
and  complete  individuals
equipped  with  key  21st  century
skills”.  This  makes  it  quite  clear
what the defi��nition of “holistic and
complete individuals” means. Af­
ter a host of curricular recommen­
dations  which  includes new  sub­
jects/courses  comes  another
statement  which  may  sound  like
an articulation of curricular objec­
tives or aims of education. Under
the  heading  “Curricular  integra­
tion  of  essential  subjects  and
skills”,  it says:  “certain  subjects
and skills should be learned by all
students in order to become good,
successful, innovative, adaptable,
and  productive  human  beings  in
today’s rapidly­changing world. In
addition to profi��ciency in languag­
es,  these  skills  include:  scientifi��c
temper;  sense  of  aesthetics  and
art;  languages;  communication;
ethical reasoning; digital literacy;
knowledge  of  India;  and  know­
ledge of critical issues facing local
communities, States, the country,
and the world”. 

The broad goals are to send out
“good,  successful,  innovative,
adaptable, and productive human
beings”; not a critical, democratic

citizen  who  may  want  to  change
the situation rather than adapting
to it. The list of eight “skills” (sic) is
supposed to “create” such indivi­
duals. And to enable such an aim,
it is no wonder that everything is a
“skill” which includes among oth­
ers a “sense of aesthetics”, “ethi­
cal reasoning”, “compassion” and
“curiosity”.  The  phrase  “Evi­
dence­based and scientifi��c  think­
ing” is used together everywhere
implying that there can be “scien­
tifi��c  thinking”  which  is  not  evi­
dence based. The policy assumes
that “evidence­based and scientif­
ic thinking... will lead naturally to
rational, ethical, and compassion­
ate  individuals”.  I  wonder how
“evidence based” this claim itself
happens  to  be.  How  scientifi��c
thinking  will  develop  “compas­
sion” is beyond one’s understand­
ing. Further,  it  is  interesting  that
“evidence­based  and  scientifi��c
thinking”  is  supposed  to  help
create  an  ethical,  rational,  and
compassionate individual but not
a “logical and problem solving” in­
dividual as  they  are  listed  sepa­
rately  as  “skills”.  I  wonder what
part of  logical  and problem­solv­
ing  abilities  remain  outside  evi­
dence­based, scientifi��c and ration­
al thinking. 

The  comments  made  above
may be seen as a case of nit­pick­
ing  by  some.  However,  a  policy
document is read and interpreted
at many levels and infl��uences edu­
cational  discourse.  A document
which  places  much  emphasis  on
clarity of understanding and criti­
cal thinking cannot itself aff��ord to
fail in meeting the same standards.
Shoddiness of thinking at the na­
tional  level  does  not  encourage

hope of proper interpretation and
implementation of the policy. This
is already refl��ected in some policy
recommendations. Here are a few
such examples.

Language teaching
The  draft  NEP  rightly  criticises
private  pre­schools  for  being  a
downward  extension  of  primary
school and of  there being  formal
teaching in them. But it goes on to
recommend  preparing  children
for primary by prescribing learn­
ing the alphabets of and reading in
three languages (for 3­6­year olds).
All this in the name of “enhanced
(sic) language learning abilities” of
young children. Further the draft
policy mistakes “language acquisi­
tion when children are immersed
in more than one languages” with
a “language  teaching”  situation
where immersion is impossible in
three languages. It then extends it
unjustifi��ably to a learning of three
scripts.  It  prescribes  teaching
script  and  reading  in  three  lan­
guages to three­year­old children,
but  writing  is  supposed  to  be
taught  to six­year­old children.  It
also  wants  to  introduce  “some
textbooks” only at age eight. One
wonders why there is a three year
gap between teaching reading and
writing.  If  script and reading are
already taught, then why withhold
textbooks till age eight?

Here  is another  example of  si­
milar and confused thinking. The
draft  policy  stipulates  that  the
“mandated contents  in the curri­
culum  will  be  reduced…  to  its
core,  focussing  on  key  concepts
and  essential  ideas”.  This  is  to
“yield  more  space  for  discussion
and nuanced understanding, ana­
lysis, and application of key con­
cepts”.  But  it  goes  on  to  block
more  than  the  space  vacated  by
prescribing  six  new  laundry­list
subjects/courses in addition to the
existing eight. Some of these new
courses  such  as  “critical  issues”
and  “moral  reasoning”  can  be
taught  in a much better way  in a
revised  curriculum  of  social  stu­

dies as the context for both is so­
ciety.  Social  studies  needs  more
space in the upper primary curri­
culum. The  subject  has  to  be
taught  in  such  a  manner  that  it
connects with society and can be a
very good way of introducing crit­
ical issues and moral thinking. Ab­
stract moral reasoning is likely to
have  the  same  fate  as  so­called
“moral  science”  that  is  taught  in
many  schools.  Similarly,  “Indian
classical  language”  and  “Indian
languages” can constitute a single
rich subject rather than being split
into two courses. 

Missing link
Identifying  key  concepts  and  es­
sential ideas are a matter of ration­
al curricular decision making; not
listing ideas as they come to one’s
mind.  The  absence  of  discussion
on socio­political life seems to be
another casualty in the emphasis
on  a  knowledge  society  and  21st
century skills. Social studies seems
to  be  missing  entirely  as  it  has
been  mentioned  once  and  then
left out of the entire discussion on
curriculum. In the end, the vision
of the draft NEP rests on UNESCO
declarations  and  reports  rather
than the  Indian Constitution and
development of democracy in this
country; this in spite of wanting to
make  education  India­centred.
Thus, in the suggested curriculum
changes,  socio­political  life  is  al­
most invisible.

All  this  goes  to  show  that  the
draft NEP 2019 itself lacks the very
abilities  it  emphasises,  namely
critical  thinking  and  deeper  un­
derstanding.  It  is a badly written
document  which  hides  behind  a
plethora of terms that are half­un­
derstood  and  clubbed  under  the
overarching  master  concept  of
“skill”.  In  short,  the  policy  lacks
depth and loses focus of the rich­
ness of secular democratic ideals
by aiming for 21st century skills. 

Rohit Dhankar is Professor, Azim Premji

University, Bangalore and Secretary,

Digantar, Jaipur

A case of confused thinking
The draft National Education Policy lacks the very abilities it emphasises — critical thinking and deeper understanding 

Rohit Dhankar 
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Data on jobs
The article, “Jobless growth
becomes systemic”
(Editorial page, July 12),
raises an issue being
overlooked. The fact that
the female workforce is the
one to suff��er the most is
expected in a country
which is predominantly
patriarchal. Women do face
a doublewhammy: of
exclusion from the
workforce and, once in the
system, discrimination of
various forms. More
importantly, as far as the
agriculture sector is
concerned and a major
contributor to the GDP, the
fall in farmer numbers is
distressing. We must not
forget that this sector is also
a key employment sector
for rural women. 
Pinnenty Mrudula,

Bengaluru

■ The article needs to be
read along with the Editorial,
“Tread with caution” ( July
12). The cold facts and fi��gures
of unemployment and the ills
of diluting labour laws,
euphemistically in the name
of ease of doing business, do
not augur well for the Indian
working class. It will not be
out of place to mention here
a report, “State of Working
India”, which shows that 92%
women and 82% men in the
unorganised sector earn less
than ₹��10,000 per month.
The Global Wealth Report of
the Credit Suisse Research
Institute (2018) shows that
the top 1% Indians hold 51.5%
of the country’s wealth, the
top 10% own 77.4% while
60% Indians fade away
holding 4.7%. In the Budget
speech, the Finance Minister
described India Inc. as a
creator of wealth, ignoring

agriculturists and the rest —
proof on whose side the
government is. These
disparities and income
inequalities are bound to
widen with the present
government toeing the line
of the affl��uent. Combined
with a dilution of labour
laws, one is sure to have a
labour force facing a
perennial threat of
exploitation and
retrenchment.
G.B. Sivanandam,

Coimbatore

■ The government appears to
be a one­man led army, with
a Utopian view of our
country’s future. The biggest
issue now is a shrinking of
the labour force and growing
unemployment.
Unemployment is a problem
in urban and rural India
regardless of gender. Though

education levels may be
improving, job opportunities
are scarce. Finally, does the
labour force have the skills/
awareness of opportunities
in various job fi��elds? 
Keziah Mariam Jayan,

Bengaluru

Tackling plastic
There is no doubt that plastic
waste management is faulty
(Editorial, Picking out
plastic”, July 12). Until such
time as multinational
companies take the lead in
investing in plastic recycling
systems, there is every
reason to believe that plastic
waste will be a major threat.
There also a dire need of
recycling cooperatives.
Chandrasekhar V.,

Chennai

■ Some plastic packaging in
this country comes with an

annihilate, but with insipid
bowling, right? India scraped
through against Bangladesh
and almost made a meal of it
against Afghanistan. And if
the Pakistan eleven had got it
right, all the chest thumping
nationalism could have
turned into torturous self­
fl��agellation. Except for a
Jasprit Bumrah, Virat Kohli
and a Rohit Sharma, the
team disintegrates into bits
and pieces against top
quality sides. Propped up by
a media frenzy and goals of
personal aggrandisement,
sample Ravindra Jadeja’s
cocky swagger on reaching
his 50 when the team is yet
to cross the hurdle. The team
has a shallow and brittle
character. 
Anand Mathew,

New Delhi 

instruction in a corner that it
is recyclable and would fetch
around ₹��5 a kg. It also has
the address of the
manufacturer. However, this
labelling is not as visible as it
should be. As far as plastic
recycling is concerned, the
Hyderabad municipality has
taken the lead. Some public
parks use recycled waste
plastic­based tiles.
Lakshmi Swathi G.,

Hyderabad

True picture
The Men in Blue are a blow
hot, blow cold national
cricket team who some
pander to with a bout of hazy
hurrahs. Potent threat, but
for how long? Five years, a
decade or till the cows come
home? India has won league
games against weak sides
that the so­called batting
juggernaut loves to
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T
he ICC World Cup awaits its Sunday climax with

England  taking  on  New  Zealand  in  the  fi��nal  at

Lord’s. However, closer home, disappointment

lingers over India’s exit at the last­four stage. It is a con­

clusion that has shadowed the Men in Blue for a while

as even in the 2015 edition when Australia and New Zea­

land were the co­hosts, India lost to the former. In the

latest championship, it was New Zealand that stunned

Virat Kohli’s men at Manchester’s Old Traff��ord in the

semifi��nal. India was one among the title favourites and

it enjoyed a red­hot streak studded with seven wins be­

sides a loss to England and a washed­out fi��xture involv­

ing New Zealand. The league was topped with 15 points,

and  its  top  order  led  by  opener  Rohit  Sharma,  who

amassed 648 runs, and a pace attack featuring Jasprit

Bumrah, were in form. But there were fl��aws, primary

among them being a fl��ickering middle order. The top

troika contributed 69% of  the runs while  the central

core yielded a mere 30%. And once New Zealand seam­

ers Trent Boult and Matt Henry dismissed Rohit, K.L.

Rahul and Kohli to leave India hobbling at fi��ve for three

in fi��ve overs, chasing 239 proved incredibly tough. The

eff��orts of Ravindra  Jadeja and M.S. Dhoni at best de­

layed the inevitable 18­run loss. Still, this is a squad that

has the right ingredients and it will be able to cope with

Dhoni’s eventual retirement. 

The stage is now set for England and New Zealand to

correct some historical defi��ciencies. One thing is cer­

tain: the World Cup will have a fresh champion as neith­

er team has ever won the title since its inception in 1975.

The Old Blighty last played a World Cup summit clash at

Melbourne in 1992, and at the same venue, New Zea­

land lost the 2015 fi��nal to Australia. Being the host, En­

gland is playing on familiar terrain and has the backing

of its enthusiastic fans. Skipper Eoin Morgan, himself

an attacking player, has a strong top order in openers

Jason Roy and Jonny Bairstow with Joe Root stepping in

at three. Ever since recovering from a sore hamstring,

Roy with a strike rate of 117.03, has been sensational and

he demolished Australia with a 65­ball 85. There is all­

rounder  Ben  Stokes  in  the  mix  and  speedsters  Jofra

Archer and Chris Woakes head­line a probing attack.

From  the  opposition,  New  Zealand  is  expected  to

mount a strong counter. It has a supreme batsman and

crafty leader in Kane Williamson. He and senior Ross

Taylor have to shepherd the innings while a clutch of as­

tute seam and swing bowlers helmed by Boult can test

the very best. England has the edge but New Zealand,

as it showed against India, can punch above its weight. 

The climax
India fell at the last-four stage, and cricket 

will now have a new World Cup winner 

T
he  near  liquidation  of  the  Congress  legislature

party in Goa, close on the heels of a rebellion of

Congress and Janata Dal (Secular)  legislators in

neighbouring Karnataka, is the latest aftershock of the

national election results in May, but it is unlikely to be

the last. The BJP’s victory in the 17th general election

was not unexpected, but its scale and depth appear to

have thrown opposition politics into a tailspin. The As­

sembly election in 2017 had returned a hung Assembly

in Goa, with the Congress as the single largest party at

17 of 40 seats. The BJP had only 13, but was quick to cob­

ble  together  a  coalition  and  form  a  government.  As

things stand, the BJP has 27 MLAs and the Congress on­

ly fi��ve, with the defectors set to escape disqualifi��cation

under the anti­defection law since they constitute two­

thirds of the strength of the legislature party — turning

the verdict on its head. This split in the Congress was in

the making since May 23 when the party lost three of

the four by­elections that were held along with the Lok

Sabha polls. Any hope of a bid for power in the State

was dashed, and with the party’s national standing con­

tinuing on a descending slope, the lawmakers did what

opportunism impels. Any party is well within its rights

to lure members of other parties, and after all, that is

how political realignments take place. But by encourag­

ing and welcoming defectors who had won the election

on a platform that was its polar opposite, the BJP has

further lowered the bar for legitimate democratic pro­

cesses and expansion of the party. 

Apparently learning from the cost of its indecision in

Goa in 2017, the Congress had moved swiftly to off��er the

post of chief ministership to the JD(S) that had won 37

seats out of 224 in Karnataka in 2018. Initially hailed by

many as a potential model  to build an anti­Hindutva

coalition nationally, the JD(S)­Congress coalition has ex­

posed its inherent contradictions. There is little that the

current spectrum of Opposition parties have to off��er to

build a better politics other than their tired dynasties.

Opportunistic alliances, devoid of any fresh ideas or in­

spiration, could only augment the BJP’s plank that its

opponents  have  a  dark  history  and  a  bleak  future.

Former Congress president Rahul Gandhi’s abrupt re­

nunciation of the post has forced a churn in the party,

perhaps  as  was  intended.  It  is,  however,  diffi�cult  to

predict whether the party will emerge stronger from

the churn: the withdrawal of Mr. Gandhi from the lea­

dership is an opportunity for the Congress to rid itself

of the dynasty tag, but equally it could be left rudder­

less for long in the absence of an obvious successor. If

the party is looking for a youthful leader, there is none

outside of the scions of other political dynasties. The

Goa debacle is as much a harbinger of a further shrink­

ing of the opposition space as it is of the continuing ad­

vance of the BJP into more regions and social groups.

Grace in defeat is diffi�cult to achieve; the BJP’s beha­

viour perhaps shows that even in triumph it is not easy.

Aftershocks in Goa
By aiding defections, the BJP is shrinking

opposition space in an unseemly fashion
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A
few weeks before Kaleshwar So­

ren, 45, died, he sold the last of
his belongings, a Palash tree, for

one and a half kg of rice. His ration card
was cancelled in 2016 for reasons that
are still not clear. As a result, the tribal
had not received any  foodgrain under
the  public  distribution  system  (PDS)
since then. Human rights activists claim
that Soren, from Mahuadanr village in
Dumka  district  of  Jharkhand,  died  of
starvation  on  November  11,  2018.  The
government denies this. 

Jian Kisku and his wife Rasodi Hem­
bram  live  in  similar  conditions  next
door. The couple has no ration card and
has  not  received  any  foodgrain  under
the  PDS.  A  few  days  ago,  they  sold  a
chicken that was bred in their backyard
to buy 5 kg of rice, which they ate with
the paste of a wild fruit. There is no tell­
ing where the next meal will come from.

Soren,  Kisku  and  Hembram  had
‘priority household’ cards that were la­
ter cancelled. Under the National Food
Security Act, 2013, the PDS ensures 5 kg
of  foodgrain per person per month to
those who hold these cards. Antyodaya
families, or the poorest of the poor, are
entitled to 35 kg of foodgrain per family
per month under the Act. 

These  people  are  not  exceptions.
There  are  dozens  in  the  village  who
claim that they are not receiving food­
grain under the PDS. Others who do re­
ceive foodgrain don’t have a ration card;
they have a ration card number scrib­
bled on a piece of paper. It is on the ba­
sis of this that they get their foodgrain.

A cruel joke
Mahuadanr  is  a  remote  tribal  village
about 300 km from Ranchi, Jharkhand’s
capital. The market closest to the village
is a few km away in Lakadchowk, where
the centre of attraction on a rain­swept
afternoon is a giant LED screen mount­
ed on a truck. The screen runs small vi­
deo clips in the local language as well as
in  Hindi  on  how  the  “double  engine
growth” of the Narendra Modi govern­
ment  at  the  Centre  and  the  Raghubar
Das government in the State has taken
Jharkhand to new heights. 

Two days before Prime Minister Na­
rendra Modi’s visit here to participate in
International  Yoga  Day  celebrations,
hundreds  of  people  gather  in  front  of
the screen to listen to how the Centre’s
Ayush and Yoga programmes can cure
ailments. While people enjoy the spec­
tacle, they don’t appear to be interested
in the message. Men drink hadia, the lo­
cal liquor made of rice sold by over a do­
zen women who have brought the drink
in plastic containers. While there are vi­
deo  clips  on  several  schemes  of  the
State government, including one to set
up a tribal museum dedicated to tribal
freedom  fi��ghter  Birsa  Munda,  there  is
no video on the PDS, a lifeline for the tri­
bals who comprise 26% of the popula­
tion  in  the State.  It  seems  like a cruel
joke to them. 

Right to Food activists in Jharkhand
have listed in detail 20 deaths between
September 2017 and  June 2019 due  to
hunger and malnutrition because of al­
leged irregularities in the PDS and a few
due  to  denial  of  social  security  pen­
sions.  The  irregularities  are  manifold.
From the deletion of ration cards to the
problems in linking ration cards to Aad­
haar, the system seems to create more
problems than it solves, excluding many
families rather than including them. Ma­
ny activists also point out that the Socio­
Economic  and  Caste  Census  of  2011,
which helps identify PDS benefi��ciaries,
is faulty and outdated.

The last in the series of deaths com­
piled by the activists was from Latehar
district, where Ramcharan Munda, 65,
died on June 6, 2019. While the adminis­
tration is still investigating how Munda
died,  everyone  including  the  ration
dealer admits that ration was not deli­
vered  to  Munda’s  village  for  several
months. The curious case of non­deliv­
ery of foodgrain is what ails the PDS in
one of the poorest States of the country.

Problems without Internet 
For  obtaining  foodgrain  and  other  es­
sentials through the PDS in Jharkhand, a
benefi��ciary has to meet several criteria.
First,  the  family  needs  a  ration  card.
Then they need to have Aadhaar cards.
Next,  the  ration  cards  and  Aadhaar
numbers  have  to  be  linked.  But  it
doesn’t end there. In a majority of the
ration  shops  of  the  State,  delivery  is
through  an  electronic  point  of  sale
(EPOS) machine. It is through this ma­
chine that the biometrics of a benefi��ci­
ary, mostly thumb impressions, have to
be entered and verifi��ed from the server
database. The EPOS machine works on­
ly if it is connected to the Internet. If the
benefi��ciaries face no hiccups in any of
these  stages,  they  get  their  quota  of
foodgrain. 

Something or the other can go wrong
in any of these stages. In Lurgumikala
village, for instance, the Internet failed.
Due to irregular connectivity, the ration
dealers of Mahuadanr block of Latehar
began distributing ration offl��ine — they
made entries in a notebook or register
after the ration was handed over to the

benefi��ciary.  Problems  arose  when  the
ration  dealer,  Ramrudra  Prasad,  68,
died and his job was transferred to his
wife Manju Devi. This transfer somehow
turned  the  system  from  offl��ine  to  on­
line. This meant that the dealer was re­
quired to distribute foodgrain by keep­
ing  the  EPOS  machine  online  and
record the biometrics of every benefi��ci­
ary. As there was no connectivity even
after her husband’s death and the EPOS
machine  would  not  work,  for  months
Manju  Devi  collected  foodgrain  from
the warehouse but did not distribute it.
The foodgrain remained undelivered. 

Ration dealers of the block say they
have to feed all the information into the
EPOS machine offl��ine and then wait for
Internet service to upload the data on­
line.  The  senior­most  ration  dealer  of
the  block,  Ramdut  Prasad,  says  he
sends his son to the adjoining district of
Simdega to upload the data. “Unless we
upload  the  data  we  will  not  get  food­
grain for the next month. Moreover the
SIM in the EPOS machine is 2G, whereas
we have 4G facility on our phone,” he
says. 

The Internet problem in Latehar not
only  confuses  ration  dealers  but  also
district offi��cials. At the offi��ce of the Dis­
trict Collector, a young employee of a
major  hospital  chain  is  struggling  to
write  an  application  in  Hindi.  He  is
working on a pilot project on telemedi­
cine in Latehar, but bad connectivity is
posing some serious problems for him.

The District Collector, Rajeev Kumar,
says there are several areas in the dis­
trict, including blocks like Mahuadanr,
Barwadih and Latehar, where connec­
tivity is a major issue. Of the 592 ration
dealers in the district, about 328 are dis­
tributing foodgrain offl��ine. “But I can­
not say that leakages will stop if the on­
line system is fully functional,” he says.
“Even  if someone uses his  thumb and
gets 2 kg of rice instead of 5 kg, what can
you do?” 

Jharkhand’s Food and Supplies Minis­
ter Saryu Roy admits that the reports of
deaths due to irregularities in the PDS
are presenting the State in bad light, but
says there is no going back on the online
distribution of foodgrain. “There is no
point  in  going  back  to  the  earlier  sys­
tem. If we go back, it will be regressive.
What we can do to is to bring improve­
ments in the existing system,” he says. 

To prevent deaths caused by irregu­
larities  in  the  PDS,  some  steps  have
been  taken.  Every  ration  dealer  has
been provided with an ‘exception regis­
ter’ through which he can provide food­
grain to those whose names are not in
the system. A protocol has been put in
place to investigate the hunger deaths.
This requires  the district surgeon,  the
district supplies offi��cer and any repre­
sentative appointed by the District Col­
lector to determine the cause of death.

A lab for experiments
At his residence in Ranchi, the Minister
blames the overenthusiasm of bureau­
crats for the “slippages” and “glitches”
in PDS distribution. Roy refers to an or­
der passed by a Sub­Divisional Offi��cer
(SDO) of Chattrapur earlier in the day.
The SDO had said that families not using
the toilets built under the Swachh Bha­
rat Abhiyan programme would not get
foodgrain under the PDS. Things took a
turn for the worse, he says, when form­
er Chief Secretary of Jharkhand, Rajbala
Verma, in a video conference on March
27, 2017, directed that ration cards that
were  not  linked  to  Aadhaar  be
cancelled.

Roy  does  not  directly  answer  why
Jharkhand has turned into a lab for all
these digital experiments. He goes on to
talk about another pilot project, Direct
Benefi��t Transfer (DBT), in which money
was  being  transferred  directly  to  the
bank  accounts  of  PDS  benefi��ciaries  to
enable them to buy ration. The project
has  been  stopped,  because  that  too
came  with  many  problems.  The  DBT
scheme  was  tried  at  Nagri  in  Ranchi
where  about  12,000  people  across  13
Panchayats received money to buy ra­
tions.  Other  than  connectivity  issues

and money not landing in accounts on
time, the DBT made things more com­
plicated.  Roy  says:  “While  it  took  one
day  for  a  benefi��ciary  to  get  foodgrain
earlier, under the DBT the PDS benefi��ci­
ary had to go to the bank, collect mo­
ney, and then buy rations from the PDS
dealer.” After nearly a year of protests
by people and Right  to Food activists,
the  Jharkhand  government  fi��nally  de­
cided to roll back the DBT scheme in Oc­
tober 2018.

A government in denial
While the government remains in denial
about the deaths highlighted by Right to
Food activists, the Minister admits that
Santoshi Kumar, 11, died because her fa­
mily ration card was deleted for not be­
ing linked to Aadhaar. Taramani Sahu, a
foot soldier of the Right to Food Cam­
paign,  says  she  had  raised  this  issue
with the district authorities months be­
fore Santoshi died. The administration
assured intervention, but that came on­
ly  after  the  child’s  death.  Twenty
months after Santoshi died in Karimati
village, her family has ration cards un­
der the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
scheme, which means that they are en­
titled to 35 kg of foodgrain a month. 

Again,  it  was  only  because  activists
intervened  that  Koyli  Devi  got  a  shed
built for rearing goats. Despite having a
MGNREGA card, Koyli Devi has not got
any work under the scheme. She works
at a construction site at a nearby mar­
ket. A Panchayat  functionary  says  she
has not applied for work under MGNRE­
GA. The distress emerging out of patchy
PDS distribution in the State is further
compounded by poor implementation
of 100 days of work guaranteed under
MGNREGA.

A report  sent  by  the  Jharkhand  go­
vernment to the Director of MGNREGA
at the Centre looks at 18 cases of alleged
hunger deaths between 2017 and 2018.
While  there  is no mention of whether
the families got jobs under the rural job
guarantee scheme, the document dated
December 26, 2018, has one concluding
sentence at the end of each of the 18 cas­
es: “In this case the death does not ap­
pear to be linked with MGNREGA”. The
same report rejects hunger deaths in all
18 cases. While in the case of Santoshi
the report points out that her death was
due to an illness, in case of Soren it ref­
ers to a knee injury that occurred due to
a fall he had almost two years before his
death.

While in Santoshi’s case the adminis­
tration has ensured ration cards to the
family, in several cases where similar al­
legations have surfaced, the families are
yet  to  be  enrolled  in  the  PDS.  For  in­
stance, Budhni Birajia of Amaotoli vil­
lage in Mahuadanr block of Latehar dis­
trict died on January 1, 2019. The family,
which belongs to a particularly vulnera­
ble  tribal  group  and  maintains  that
there was no food when she died, still
does not have a ration card. Sanchi Bira­
jia, Budhni’s daughter­in­law who has to
feed a family of fi��ve, says that the local
ration dealer has spared a few kg of rice
for her. In cases where the local dealers
feel that denial of ration can lead to star­
vation, they spare a few kg of foodgrain
to  those  who  are  not  enlisted  as  PDS
benefi��ciaries.

Siraj Dutta, a prominent face of the
Right to Food campaign in Jharkhand,
says  that  of  the  20  who  died,  11  were
Adivasis and four were Dalits. Eleven of
the deceased were women. In 13 cases,
the  inability  to  link  Aadhaar  to  ration

cards led to the denial of entitlements.
Dutta says all the experimentation with
the PDS in Jharkhand is aimed at doing
away with “identity fraud”, but studies
from 2016 have shown that most of the
leakages  are  “quantity  fraud”.  Dutta
and  other  activists  claim  that  over  10
lakh ration cards were cancelled in the
State when ration cards were linked to
Aadhaar. 

Abject poverty
Balram, a Right  to Food activist,  says,
“Even if the digitisation is perfect and all
the ration cards are linked with Aadhaar
and all the EPOS machines are connect­
ed to the Internet,  there will be many
exclusions as the baseline data on which
the  ration  cards  have  been  issued  are
not correct.” Given the debate around
whether  or  not  these  deaths  were
linked  to  starvation,  he  points  to  the
fact that a large number of people live in
chronic hunger. 

Balram’s words ring true in diff��erent
parts of State where people living in dis­
tress claim they do not have ration cards
and are not getting foodgrain under the
PDS. The argument of district collectors
and  offi��cials  is  that  the  National  Food
Security  Act  only  permits  80%  of  the
population to be covered under the Act,
86%  in  rural  areas  and  62%  in  urban
areas, and unless bogus ration cards are
removed from the system, no new cards
can be issued.

Not  far  from Budhni Birajia’s house
lives Kunti Nagasia with her son Rinku
Nagasia. Rinku, who  is about  10 years
old, is the only earning member of the
family.  He  gets  ₹��20  a  day  from  doing
odd jobs in the village. The family has
no ration card. For years, they have not
been  getting  any  foodgrain  under  the
PDS.  Afsana  Khatun,  a  volunteer  with
the Right to Food campaign, has raised
the plight of the family with authorities
and has also arranged for some medical
help. Kunti has recently returned from a
State­run hospital where she was under­
going treatment for tuberculosis. Rinku
has also been diagnosed with the same
disease. A peek into the single room hut
reveals that the family is battling abject
poverty. Two or three utensils and a few
rags are all they own.

Kunti  hurriedly  points  at  a  plastic
gunny bag kept hidden under the rags.
The bag contains rice. As in the case of
Budhni’s  family,  the  ration  dealer  has
been kind  to spare a  few kg of  rice  to
Kunti’s family as well. The neighbours
have also been kind and given her four
raw mangoes and half a kg of rice.

“Who will give us anything after this
ends? We will eat it slowly,” Kunti says.
Kunti and Rinku cannot recall  the last
time they had eaten dal. They turn si­
lent when asked about vegetables. For
as  long  as  they  can  remember,  their
meal has consisted of rice and salt. “If
they  die  tomorrow,  will  you  say  that
they died of TB or hunger,” Afsana asks. 

Kunti Nagasia and her son Rinku Nagasia live in abject poverty in Mahuadanr block of Latehar district, Jharkhand. The family has no ration card and is surviving with the help of neighbours. (Below) Family members of
Santoshi Kumari, 11, who died of starvation after her family ration card was deleted for not being linked to Aadhaar. The family members show ration cards given to them under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana. * MANOB
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Death by digital exclusion? 
Many in Jharkhand have been denied food under the public distribution system as their ration cards have been cancelled in the mad rush for putting in place a 
digital system. While activists claim that some have died from starvation, the government denies this. Shiv Sahay Singh reports on the problems created by Aadhaar
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रािुल दूूनवडू
बीसीसीआई िे भारतीय नूूिकेट

टीम के पूवूष कपूताि रािुल दूूनवडू
को राषूूूूीय नूूिकेट अकािमी का

नूूिकेट ऑपरेशि का पूूमुख
बिाया िै।

तटमावनया (ऑसट्रमेलया) क ेएक जगंली इलाक ेमें
रात क े मजस वतत मटै जबोि बच्चों क े मलए अपनी
282 वीं किानी मलखन ेक ेमलए सोफ ेपर बठै,े तब
तक वि मशरूम क ेफामि में अपन ेपरू ेमदन की नौकरी
मनपटा चकु ेथ,े समदु्र तट पर बटेी क ेसाथ खलेन ेके
बाद घर लौटकर रात का भोजन तयैार कर खा चकुे
थ।े रात क ेदस बज रि ेथ ेऔर उनकी आखंें बदं िोने
लगी थीं। पर महिसकी पीत ेहुए और वनेजेएुला का एक
वीरगाथा गीत सनुत ेहुए उन्िोंन ेएक छोटी लड़की की
किानी खत्म की, मजस ेनाचना बिेद पसदं था। रात
एक बज ेउन्िोंन ेकिानी ऑनलाइन पमललश कर दी।
अपनी किामनयों की सीरीज परूी करन ेमें अब मसफफ
मतरासी किामनयां बची थीं। किानी पमललश करन ेके
चार घटं ेबाद वि रात क ेबच ेहुए भोजन को दोपिर
क ेलचं क ेमलए डलब ेमें पकै कर काम पर जान ेकी
तयैारी कर रि ेथ।े 'ज्यादा बच्च ेअब किामनयां और
मकताब पसदं करन ेलग ेिैं,' जबोि कित ेिैं, 'कडपना
िमशेा िी यदु्ध और मिंसा पर भारी पड़ती ि।ै' 

शाम को जब मैं जबोि क ेलकड़ी स ेबन ेघर पर
पहुचंा, तो पड़ोस की ममुगियां उनक ेबरामद ेमें घमू रिी

थीं। सलजी और चावल क ेमडनर क ेबाद उनकी बटेी
एक मकताब स ेखलेन ेलगी, जबमक जबोि और उनकी
पत्नी न ेमझु ेअपनी किानी सनुानी शरुू की। 

िममें स ेअनके अमभभावक, खासकर पिल ेबच्चे
क ेजन्म क ेबाद अचानक किामनयों स े प्यार करने
लगत ेिैं। कछु लोग तो किामनयों क ेिमत अपन ेबच्चों
की मदलचसपी दखे खदु किानी मलखन े लगत े िैं।
लमेकन जबोि न ेबीस मिीन ेकी अपनी बच्ची मसएलो
क ेमलए जो चनुौती सवीकार की, वि तो रचनात्मकता

क ेििे में एक कसे सटडी ि।ै जबोि एक लखेक िैं,
मजनक ेचार उपन्यास, बच्चों की आठ मकताबें और
ऑसट्रमेलयाई फटुबॉल क े इमतिास पर एक मकताब
िकामशत ि।ै लमेकन यि उनका परूा पमरचय निीं ि।ै
वि एक ऐस े हयमतत क े रूप में जान े जात े िैं, जो
जोमखम उठाना पसदं करता ि।ै तीस साल तक पौधे
लगात ेहुए और रासता तयैार करत ेहुए उनक ेिाथ इस
तरि िो गए िैं मक अब उनकी ममुठठयां निीं बधंतीं।
वि कित ेिैं, 'शादी करन ेऔर मपता बनन ेक ेबार ेमें
तो मैंन ेकभी सोचा िी निीं था। बमडक मजस तरि का
कमठन जीवन मैं मबता रिा था, उसमें लगता था मक
एक मदन जगंल में िी मरेी मौत िो जाएगी।' 

लमेकन तीन साल पिल ेपिाड़ पर एमलना स ेजबोि
की मलुाकात हुई और मफर जीवन बदल गया। जबोि
अपनी आमखरी मकताब स ेअसतंटुट थ ेऔर भागकर
पिाड़ पर चल ेगए थ,े जबमक एमलना पमत स ेअलग
िोन ेक ेबाद एकांत की तलाश में पिाड़ पर आई थी।
एमलना स ेदोसती और मफर शादी कर लने ेक ेबाद जब
मसएलो का जन्म हुआ, तब जबोि न े365 मदन में बच्चों
की 365 किामनयां ऑनलाइन मलखन े का कमठन
लक्ष्य चनुा। जबोि कित ेिैं मक मशरूम क ेफामि की
नौकरी में उनका मन निीं लगता। 16 डॉलर िमत घटंे
की मजदरूी भी पमरवार पालन ेक ेमलए काफी निीं ि।ै
लमेकन चनुौमतयों को सवीकार करना जबोि क ेसवभाव
में ि।ै काम करत-ेकरत ेिी उनक ेमदमाग में नई किानी
का आइमडया आ जाता ि,ै मजस पर वि रात में काम
करत ेिैं।      

सूत््

मरेा जन्म 13 जनू, 1928 को चीन क ेग्वांगडोंग क ेचाओझोउ में हुआ था। जब
मैं िाइमरी किा में था, तब जापामनयों द्वारा िमार ेइलाक ेपर बम मगराना आम बात
थी, इसमलए िमार ेपमरवार न ेिांगकांग में जाकर शरण ली। मरे ेमपता सकलू मिंमसपल
थ,े लमेकन दभुािग्यवश टीबी क ेकारण उनकी मतृ्य ुिो गई। नतीजतन मझु ेबमेन से
सकलू छोड़ना पड़ा और पमरवार चलान ेक ेमलए एक प्लामसटक फतैटरी में काम
करना पड़ा। मरेा पमरवार इतना गरीब था मक मझु ेभोजन जटुान ेक ेमलए अपन ेमतृ
मपता क ेकपड़ ेबचे दने ेपड़।े मजस उम्र में मरे ेदोसत सकलू में पढ़ाई करत ेया खलेते
थ,े उस उम्र में मझु ेफतैटरी में सोलि घटं ेस ेज्यादा
काम करना पड़ता था। भयकंर गरीबी और
असिाय िोन ेक ेभाव न ेमरे ेमन पर इतना गिरा
असर डाला मक पसै ेकमान ेकी मझु पर धनु सवार
िो गई। वषि 1950 में बाईस वषि की उम्र में मैंने
नौकरी छोड़ दी और अपन ेपमरमचतों और मनकट
सबंमंधयों स े पसै े उधार लकेर प्लामसटक के
मखलौन ेबनान ेवाली कपंनी-चउेगं कांग शरुू की।
लमेकन शीघ्र िी मझु ेपता चला मक प्लामसटक के
फलू काफी लोकमिय िो रि ेिैं, इसमलए मैं मखलौने
बनान े का फसैला त्यागकर प्लामसटक क े फलू
बनान ेलगा, मजसन ेमरेी मकसमत बदल दी। चूमंक शरुू स ेिी गरीबी का सवाद मैंने
चख मलया था, इसमलए पसै ेकी कीमत पिचानता था और उस ेबचाकर रखता था।
बचत क ेपसै ेस ेमैंन ेपरू ेिांगकांग में मबमडडंग अपाटटमेंट और फतैटमरयां खरीदीं।
वि गभंीर सामामजक अशांमत का काल था, इसमलए मैं य ेअचल सपंमियां भारी छटू
पर खरीद रिा था। जब सामामजक अमसथरता का दौर खत्म हुआ, तो मैंन ेउन्िें बचेना
शरुू कर मदया, इसस ेमझु ेकाफी मनुाफा हुआ। उसक ेबाद मैंन ेघाट ेमें चल रिी
कई कपंमनयों का अमधग्रिण मकया और उन्िें मनुाफा दने ेवाली कपंनी में तलदील
मकया। अपन ेपरू ेजीवन में मैंन ेअचल सपंमि और मवमभन्न श्रमेणयों क ेउद्योगों में
मनवशे जारी रखा। मरेी कपंनी िांगकांग क ेबदंरगाि यातायात क े70 फीसदी मिससे
पर मनयिंण रखती ि,ै इसक ेअलावा मबजली कपंमनयों और मोबाइल फोन सवेा में
भी मरेी मिससदेारी ि।ै फसेबकु और सकाइप क ेअलावा कई उद्यमों में भी मैंन ेमनवशे
मकया ि।ै मरेा मानना ि ैमक ज्ञान कवेल एक मडग्री या िमशिण स ेिामसल निीं िो
सकता, यि हयापक दृमटटकोण, रचनात्मक सोच की िमता और तामकफक अनमुान
की मांग करता ि,ै इसक ेमबना िम रचनात्मक िगमत निीं कर सकत।े 

मत िथा पर आधामरत मफडम आषटिकल 15 की इन
मदनों काफी चचाि ि।ै दमुनया में मजतनी भी मनकटृटतम
िथाएं िैं, जामत िथा उनमें एक ि।ै मनचली जामतयों के
परुुष और सिी, दोनों का ऊचंी जामतयां शोषण करती
िैं। उसमें भी मनचली जामतयों की मसियों का सवािमधक

शोषण िोता ि।ै उनका साममूिक बलात्कार कर उनक ेगल ेमें रमससयां
बांधकर उन्िें पड़े की डामलयों स ेलटका मदया जाता ि।ै मानो यि बबिरता
कम न िो, उनक ेबार ेमें अफवाि फलैा दी जाती ि ैमक व ेगलत रासत ेपर
चल पड़ी थीं, पकड़ ेजान ेपर उन्िोंन ेआत्मित्या कर ली।

मपछड़ी और मनचली जामतयों क ेलोगों में खदु को िीन समझन ेकी
मानमसकता ि।ै िालांमक मशिा के
िसार और बढ़ती जागरूकता के
कारण इस समाज क े यवुाओं की
सोच बदल रिी ि।ै व ेखदु को दसूरों
क े बराबर समझत े िैं और अपना
अमधकार भी मांगत ेिैं। लमेकन कलु
ममलाकर मनचली जामतयों में समदयों
स ेयि सोच बनी हुई ि ैमक सवणोों के
सामन े उन्िें कसुीि पर निीं बठैना
चामिए, अमीरी का िदशिन करत ेहुए
ऊचंी जामतयों क ेलोगों क ेसामन ेसे
निीं मनकलना चामिए। कछु-कछु
जगि मनचली जामतयों क ेबीच यि
अंधमवकवास तक हयाप्त िै मक
सवणोों की जठून पर लटेन ेस ेउनकी
बीमामरयां और दसूरी समसयाएं दरू
िोती िैं। ऐसे न जाने मकतने
अंधमवकवासों और गलत धारणाओं
स ेिमारा समाज ग्रसत ि।ै जामत िथा
और उसस े जड़ुी मान्यताओं को
ईकवर का मवमध-मवधान माना जाता
ि।ै ऊचंी जामतयां इन िथाओं को

मजस तरि ईकवर का मवधान किती िैं, नीची जामतयां भी इन्िें उसी तरि
चपुचाप सवीकार कर लतेी िैं।

समंवधान में जामत िथा की बरुाइयों को दरू करन ेकी बात कि ेजान ेके
बावजदू हयाविामरक धरातल पर लोग जामत स ेजड़ुी मान्यताओं को जस
का तस सवीकार करत ेिैं। जो लोग साविजमनक तौर पर जामत िथा की
बरुाइयों क ेबार ेमें बात करत ेिैं, मैंन ेउन्िें भी भीतरी तौर पर जामत िथा

क ेघनघोर समथिकों क ेरूप में पाया ि।ै ऐस ेलोगों क ेदमलत दोसत िोते
िैं, व ेउनक ेसाथ एक साथ भोजन भी कर लते ेिैं, लमेकन जसै ेिी शादी-
लयाि स ेजड़ुी बात सामन ेआती ि,ै उनक ेभीतर का जामतवाद भीषण रूप
स ेजाग जाता ि।ै और अगर ऐसी दो जामतयों क ेबीच शादी िो भी जाती
ि,ै तो सामामजक बमिटकार की जगि पमरवार और समाज क ेलोगों द्वारा
उनकी ित्या करा दने ेकी आशकंाएं जोर पकड़न ेलगती िैं।

भारतीय समंवधान का अनचु्छदे 15 किता ि ैमक जामत, धमि, मलंग, वणि
और जन्मसथान क ेआधार पर मकसी क ेसाथ भदेभाव तो निीं िी मकया
जा सकता, दसूर ेमकसी आधार पर भी भदेभाव की इजाजत निीं दी जा
सकती। पर ममुककल यि ि ैमक ज्यादातर लोगों क ेमलए राटट्र स ेभी धमि
बड़ा ि।ै धाममिक कठटरवाद तो पिल ेस ेिी दमुनया क ेअनके दशेों में ि।ै
अब भारत में भी धमि को ज्यादा मित्व मदया जान ेलगा ि।ै जबमक इमतिास
गवाि ि ैमक जिां-जिां धाममिक कठटरवाद को बढ़ावा ममलता ि,ै विां-
विां समाज क ेकमजोर वगोों, जसै ेमनचली जामतयों और ममिलाओं, का
शोषण और बढ़ जाता ि।ै

आषटिकल 15 में साममूिक बलात्कार में ऊचंी जामतयों क ेलोगों के
साथ-साथ पमुलस की भी मलप्तता मदखाई गई ि।ै पमुलस स ेलोग डरत ेिैं।
िालांमक इसका मतलब यि निीं ि ैमक सभी पमुलस वाल ेगलत िी िोते
िैं। बईेमानों स ेभरती जा रिी इस पथृ्वी में कम रि गए ईमानदार लोग

अपनी िी तरि की ईमानदार पमुलस, ईमानदार वकील और ईमानदार
राजनतेा की उम्मीद करत ेिैं।

आषटिकल 15 मफडम दखेन ेवालों में स ेबहुतरे ेलोगों न ेइसकी िशसंा
की ि।ै यि मफडम दखेन ेवाल ेऊचंी जामत क ेलोग तया जामत िथा में
मवकवास निीं करत?े तया व ेअब मपछड़ों और दमलतों को नीची मनगािों
स ेनिीं दखेेंग?े  तया व ेसिी क ेसमान अमधकारों का समथिन करेंग?े  मझुे
निीं लगता मक बचपन स ेजामत िथा में दीमित लोग अब अचानक इसके
मवरुद्ध िो जाएंग।े लमेकन इसस ेमफडम, सामित्य और दसूर ेकला रूपों के
उद्दकेयों को कमतर निीं मकया जा सकता। आषटिकल 15 न ेविी काम
मकया ि,ै जो मकसी भी सवंदेनशील और उद्दकेयपरक मफडम को करना
चामिए। सभ्य, मशमित मनटुय को भी इसी तरि मबना मकसी त्वमरत पमरणाम
की उम्मीद मकए मनटुयता क ेपि में और बाड़बेमंदयों क े मवरुद्ध अपना
अमभयान जारी रखना चामिए।

भारत में ममुसलमों क ेसाथ मजस तरि की राजनीमत िोती ि,ै ठीक वसैी
िी राजनीमत मपछड़ों और दमलतों क ेसाथ भी िोती ि।ै समंवधान या काननू
जामत िथा को सवीकार निीं करता, लमेकन समाज करता ि।ै समदयों तक
दमलतों को उनक ेअमधकारों स ेवमंचत करन ेक ेबाद अब उनकी िमतपमूति
का दौर चल रिा ि।ै मशिा और रोजगार क ेििेों में उन्िें आरिण की
समुवधा दी जाती ि।ै मकंत ुसमाज में आज भी उन्िें घमृणत माना जाता िै
और उनस ेपरिजे मकया जाता ि।ै

समग्रता में दखेें, तो आषटिकल 15 कोई असाधारण मफडम निीं ि।ै
जापानी मफडम शॉपषलफ्टसव की तलुना में, मजस ेमपछल ेसाल कान्स मफडम
फमेसटवल में पाम ड्योर परुसकार ममला,  आषटिकल 15 को एक मलेोड्रामा
िी किा जा सकता ि।ै यि मफडम सच्ची घटनाओं पर आधामरत ि।ै
जामतगत शोषण, साममूिक बलात्कार क ेबाद गला दबाकर लड़मकयों की
ित्या कर दनेा या उन्िें बस स ेफेंक दनेा, मजंदा िी पड़े पर लटका दनेा
या टकुड़-ेटकुड़ ेकर दनेा-य ेसब कछु आज की सच्चाई ि।ै कभी-कभी
मैं सोचती हू ंमक सिी शोषण पर उपन्यास मलखन ेया मफडम बनान ेक ेमलए
कडपना की सिायता लने ेकी जरूरत निीं ि,ै सच्ची घटनाओं को जस
का तस उतार दनेा िी काफी िोगा।

िालांमक मैं जामत िथा को उतन ेसीममत ढगं स ेनिीं दखेती। ऊचंी जामत
क ेपरुुष मजस तरि मनचली जामतयों की ममिलाओं क ेसाथ बबिरता को
अपना अमधकार मानत ेिैं, वसै ेिी मनचली जामत क ेपरुुष भी ऊचंी जामतयों
की ममिलाओं को अपना मशकार बनात ेिैं, बशेक ऐस ेमामल ेकम िोते
िैं। इसमलए समसया मसफफ जामत निीं ि,ै समसया परुुषवचिसववादी सोच
ि।ै भारत में जामतगत मवषमता ममटान ेकी मजतनी कोमशशें हुई िैं, लैंमगक
मवषमता ममटान ेक ेियत्न, दयुोिग स,े उतन ेनिीं हुए। जब तक ममिलाओं
क ेिमत सोच निीं बदलगेी, तब तक अपराध में कमी निीं आएगी।  

श््म सुधािो् की ओि

शूूम सुरारोू से जुडूी शुरूआती िो संनिताओू को कैनबिेट िे नजस तरि मंजूरी िी िै, वि इस कूूेतूू मेू सरकार की गिि पूूनतबदूूता के बारे
मेू बताती िै, िालांनक इि पूूावरािोू पर संसि मेू बिस के अलावा शूूम संगठिोू की राय लेिा भी जरूरी िै।

जानत पूूथा से भीरण िै लैूनगक नवरमता

दिन मे् मजिूि, िात को लेिक

जानत पूूथा पर आरानरत निलूम आनूटषकल 15 की इि नििोू चचूाष िै। पर भारत मेू जानतगत नवरमता नमटािे की नजतिी कोनशशेू िुई िैू, लैूनगक
नवरमता नमटािे के पूूयतूि, िुयूूोग से, उतिे ििीू िुए। जब तक मनिलाओू के पूूनत सोच ििीू बिलेगी, तब तक अपरार मेू कमी ििीू आएगी।

रकार द्वारा कुल 44 श्रम कानूनों को ममलाकर
चार श्रम संमिताएं बनाने का फैसला और
इनमें से शुरुआती दो संमिताओं के मसौदों को
कैमबनेट की मंजूरी श्रम सुधारों के िेि में
उसकी िमतबद्धता के बारे में बताती िै,

मजससे क्रांमतकारी बदलाव आने की उम्मीद की जा रिी िै।
मसलन, कामगारों का न्यूनतम दैमनक वेतन अब 178 रुपये तय
मकया गया िै, मजसका लाभ अलग-अलग भौगोमलक िेिों के 30
करोड़ श्रममकों को ममलेगा। यि सामामजक सुरिा िदान करने के
साथ आमथिक असमानता भी दूर करेगा। ऐसे िी छोटे कारखानों में
भी अब श्रममकों को मनयुमतत पि देने िोंगे, दस से कम कमिचामरयों
वाली कंपमनयों में भी समान सुमवधा ममलेगी, िर साल श्रममकों के
सवासथ्य की जांच िोगी और रात की पाली में काम करने वाली
ममिलाओं की सुरिा की हयवसथा करनी िोगी। िालांमक सुधारों से

जुड़े कुछ िावधानों पर श्रम संगठनों को आपमि िै। उनके
पदामधकामरयों के मलए पािता सरकार द्वारा तय करने और िड़ताल
का अमधकार सीममत करने जैसे िावधानों पर भारतीय मजदूर संघ
तक सिमत निीं िै। श्रम सुधार काफी समय से लंमबत िै, और
संपूणिता में इसे लागू करने से िी मवशाल श्रममक वगि की आमथिक-
सामामजक सुरिा संभव िै। अलबिा सुधार से जुड़े शरुआती
मसौदों को सरकार ने मजस तरि िरी झंडी दी िै, उससे लगता िै
मक मनयोतताओं द्वारा इन्िें लागू कर देने से िी तसवीर बदल
जाएगी। जबमक ऐसा िै निीं। अगर उत्पादकता बढ़े बगैर
मनयोतताओं को न्यूनतम मजदूरी बढ़ानी पड़े, तो फैतटमरयां कम
मजदूर रखेंगी। मातृत्व अवकाश लाभ के उदािरण से इसे समझा
जा सकता िै, मजसके तित मनजी िेि ने ममिला कममियों को लाभ
देने के बजाय उनकी मनयुमततयों में िी कटौती कर दी। चूंमक 93
िमतशत कामगार असंगमठत िेि से िैं, ऐसे में श्रम सुधारों को लागू

करना हयाविामरक रूप से कमठन िोगा। ये लाभ तो तब ममलेंगे,
जब अथिहयवसथा रफ्तार पकड़ेगी और रोजगार सृजन िोगा। अभी
मसफफ बेरोजगारी दर िी अमधक निीं िै, अथिहयवसथा में श्रममकों का
आंकड़ा भी 2012 के 55.9 फीसदी से घटकर 2018 में 49.8
िमतशत रि गया िै। मलिाजा बेितर िोगा मक श्रम सुधारों को
हयापकता में लागू करने से पिले संसद में इन पर बिस िो और
श्रम संगठनों की भी राय ली जाए।   

स

जा

न्यूयॉक्क टाइम्स के लिए डेदमयन केव

तस्लीमा नसिीन
चद्चित लेदिका

फैक्ट फाइल

मैट जबूूो िे 365 निि मेू 365 बाल किानियां नलखिे का
लकूूूय रखा, नजस पर वि नियनमत काम कर रिे िैू। 

लावानरस रकम

14,578 करोडू
रपूय ेभारतीय बैकूोू मे ू2018 क ेअतं
तक जमा थ,े नजिका कोई िाविेार
ििीू ि।ै यि नवतू ूमतंूीू निमूषला
सीतारमण ि ेससंि मे ूबताया।

गेरीमैूडनरंग
(GERRYMANDERING)

अमेनरका मेू इि नििोू यि शबूि
सुनूखषयोू मेू िै। इसका अथूष िोता िै
चुिावी नजलोू की सीमाओू को इस
तरि निरूाषनरत करिा, जो सतूूारूढू

िल को अिुनचत लाभ िेता िै। 

डायचे बैूक

डायचे बैंक बीते सोमवार को तब चचाा में आया, जब
हजारों कमाचाररयों को बैंक की ओर से नौकरी से
रनकाले जाने का रलफाफा सौंपा गया। जमान बैंक
के री-थट्रक्चर होने की घोषणा के बाद इस बैंक ने
अपने हजारों कमाचाररयों को काम से हटा रदया।

डायचे बैंक की तरफ से बीते ररववार को घोषणा की
गई थी रक वह अपने व्यापाररक व्यवसायों के बड़े

रहथसे को बंद कर रहा है। 
यह जमान बहुराष्ट्रीय रनवेश बैंक और रविीय सेवा

प्रदाता कंपनी है, रजसका मुख्यालय फ्रैंकफटट, जमानी
में है। इसकी थथापना 10 माचा, 1870 में बरलान में
रवदेशी व्यापार के रविपोषण और जमान रनयाात को
बढ़ावा देने के रलए एक रवशेषज्ञ बैंक के रूप में की
गई थी। बैंक की प्रारंरिक घरेलू शाखाएं, रजनका
उद्घाटन 1871 और 1872 में हुआ था, िेमेन व

हैमबगा में खोली गई थीं। 
इसने जमानी के उद्योग को रवकरसत करने में एक
बड़ी िूरमका रनिाई, क्योंरक इसका व्यावसारयक

मॉडल औद्योरगक ग्राहकों को रवि प्रदान करने पर
केंरित था। यह बैंक यूरोप, अमेररका और एरशया में
बड़ी उपरथथरत के साथ करीब 72 देशों में अथसी
हजार कमाचाररयों के साथ पररचालन कर रहा है।
अप्रैल 2018 तक, डायचे बैंक कुल संपरि के साथ

दुरनया का 15वां सबसे बड़ा बैंक था। डॉयचे बैंक की
थथापना से पहले, जमान आयातक और रनयाातक
दुरनया के बाजारों में रिरटश और फ्रांसीसी बैंरकंग

संथथानों पर रनिार थे। यह बैंक फ्रैंकफटट व न्यूयॉकक
थटॉक एक्सचेंज, दोनों में ही सूचीबद्ध है।

इस हफ्ते के शब्ि

इस बैंक की स्थापना 10 माचच, 1978 को बवलचन में
एक विशषेज्ञ बैंक क ेरूप में की गई थी।

डायच ेबैंक

ज्ञान केवल डिग्री से हाडसल नहीं हो सकता, यह व्यापक दृडटिकोण,
रचनात्मक सोच की क्षमता और ताडकिक अनुमान की मांग करता है।

जीरो बजि खेती से हो 
सकती है दोगुना आय

मेरा बचपन तवदभष के ग्रामीण पतरवेश में बीता। बचपन से ही मुझे
खेती के साथ ही प्रकृतत को नजदीक से देखने का मौका तमला। मेरे
तपता भी तकसान थे। रासायतनक खेती से उत्पादन नहीं बढ़ते देख मैंने

प्राकृततक संसाधनों से ही इसके समाधान की तलाश शुरू की। 

वषष 1972-73 में नागपुर के एषिकल्चर कॉलेज से कृषि स्नातक की पढ़ाई करने
के बाद अपने गांव आकर मैंने खेती शुरू कर दी थी। मैंने आधुषनक खेती के रास्ते
पर चलते हुए रासायषनक उववरकों का इस्तेमाल षकया। कई विषों बाद मुझे महसूस
हुआ षक इस इनपुट से उत्पादन नहीं बढ़ रहा है। मैंने अपने कृषि षशक्षक से इसका
षनदान पूछा, तष उन्होंने इनपुट बढ़ाते रहने के षलए कहा। लेषकन कषई रास्ता नहीं
षनकला तष, मुझे सतपुड़ा के जंगलों का खयाल आया, जहां मुझे कॉलेज में पढ़ाई
के दौरान जाना पड़ा था। मुझे एहसास हुआ षक जंगल में षबना षकसी मानवीय
सहायता के हरे-भरे पेड़ खड़े रहते हैं। इनके पषिण के षलए कषई रासायषनक
उववरक भी नहीं डालता। तष षिर हमारे खेत में इनकी वया जरूरत है? 

क्या ह ैजीरो बजट खतेी
मैंन े1985-86 क ेआसपास प्राकषृतक ढगं स ेखतेी शरुू की। जीरष बजट नचेरुल

िाषमोंग (जडेबीएनएि) क े षलए मैंन ेकािी शषध भी षकया। मैंन ेपाया षक हमारी
िसलों क ेषलए काबवन डाईऑवसाइड, नाइट्रषजन, पानी और सौर ऊजाव क ेरूप में जष
98 िीसदी पषिक तत्व जरूरी हषत ेह,ै व ेसब प्राकषृतक रूप स ेमौजदू हैं। मैंन ेअपने
खतेों में ऐसी खतेी कर शरुुआत की और आज षवषभन्न राज्यों में लाखों षकसान इसे
अपना रह ेहैं। कई राज्य सरकारों न ेइस ेमान्यता दी ह।ै मैंन ेकछु समय पहल ेपजंाब
में एक कायवक्रम में बताया था षक षकस तरह स ेअमतृसर में एक ससं्था जीरष बजट
नचेरुल िाषमोंग क ेजषरय ेप्रषत एकड़ 24 षववंटल धान का उत्पादन कर रही ह।ै इसका
मतलब ह ैप्रषत हवेटयेर 61 षववंटल, जष षक कषृि षवश्वषवद्यालयों द्वारा षकए जाने
वाल ेहाइषिड बासमती क ेउत्पादन स ेदष गनुा ह।ै जीरष बजट खतेी में उत्पादन की
लागत कछु भी नहीं हषती। हम षसिफ स्थानीय बीज का उपयषग करत ेहैं और अपने
बीज का उत्पादन खदु करत ेहैं। इसमें खतेों की जतुाई की जरूरत नहीं हषती। षकसी
भी तरह क ेकीटनाशक का षछड़काव नहीं करना पड़ता। खतेी क े षलए षसिफ दस
िीसदी पानी की जरूरत हषती ह।ै इसमें उववरक का षबल्कलु भी इस्तमेाल नहीं हषता
और श्रम की भी बचत हषती ह।ै हम जष 'जीवामतृ' उपयषग करत ेहैं, वह कषई खाद
नहीं ह।ै यह सकू्ष्म जीवाण ुहैं। िसल क ेषलए जरूरी पषिण षमट्टी स ेषमलती ह,ै जषषक
पषिक तत्वों का सागर ह,ै इसीषलए उस ेअन्नपणूाव कहा जाता ह।ै  

कजष समाधान नहीं
कजव षकसानों की हताशा या उनकी परशेाषनयों का समाधान नहीं ह।ै उत्तर प्रदशे,

महाराष्ट्र और कनावटक सषहत अनके राज्यों की सरकारों न ेषकसानों की कजवमािी की
घषिणा की ह।ै लषेकन बैंकों कष पता ह ैषक उन्हें अगल ेसाल षिर षकसानों कष कजव
दनेा हषगा। हम कजव मवुत खतेी की बात कर रह ेहैं और इसी पर काम कर रह ेहैं।
इसी में षकसानों की परशेाषनयों का स्थायी समाधान षनषहत ह।ै 

नीतत आयोग न ेसहयोग मांगा
प्रधानमतं्री मषदी न ेजब षकसानों की हताशा दरू करन ेक े षलए उनकी आय कष

दषगनुा करन ेका लक्ष्य तय षकया था, तब कषृि षवशिेज्ञ और कषृि षवश्वषवद्यालयों के
कलुपषत इस लक्ष्य कष हाषसल करन ेक ेषलए कषई ठषस प्रस्ताव पशे नहीं कर सक ेथ।े
उसी दौरान नीषत आयषग न ेमझुस ेसपंकफ कर सहयषग मांगा था। मरेा मानना ह ैषक जीरष
बजट प्राकषृतक खतेी क ेजषरय ेषकसानों की आय दषगनुा की जा सकती ह।ै

-पद्मश्री कषृि वजै्ञाषनक सभुाि पालकेर क ेषवषभन्न साक्षात्कारों पर आधाषरत।

सुभार पालेकर

अपनी कहानी

ली का-नशंग 

प्लावटिक के फूलों से 
संवारा अपना भववष्य

सूथापिा वरूष ः 1948
दनर््ीक पत््कादिता का आठवां िशक यनि आप एक मनिला के रूप मेू सतूूा मेू शानमल िोिा चािती िैू, तो

अनूय मनिलाओू को भी सशकूत बिाएं...
नीना शॉ, अफ््ीकी-अमेरिकी वकील

नई दिल्ली शनिवार, 13 जुलाई 2019
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¿æçãU°Ð âßæÜ ØãU ÙãUè́ ãñU ç·¤ Õè°â°Ù°Ü
¥æñÚU °×ÅUè°Ù°Ü ·¤æð Õ¢Î ç·¤Øæ Áæ° Øæ ÙãUè́
ÕçË·¤ ©U‹æ·¤æ âãUè ÂéÙ»üÆUÙ ·¤ÚUÙð ¥æñÚU ÙØð
·¤æñàæÜ âð Üñâð ·¤ÚUÙð ·¤è ¥æßàØ·¤Ìæ ãñU
Ìæç·¤ ßð ÚUÿææ, âéÚUÿææ ¥æñÚU ÁÙçãUÌ ·¤è çÙ»ÚUæÙè
×ð́ ·¤æ× ·¤ÚU â·ð́¤Ð
� ÌèâÚUæ, ×é�Ì âðßæ ¥æñÚU ¥SÍæçØˆß

ÖÚUè ·¤è×Ìæð́ âð ÕæÁæÚU ·¤æð ¥çSÍÚU ÙãUè́ ç·¤Øæ
ÁæÙæ ¿æçãU°Ð âÚU·¤æÚU Ùð ÎêÚUâ¢¿æÚU, çß×æÙÙ
¥æñÚU çÕÁÜè ÿæð̃ æ ×ð́ ÕæÚU�ÕæÚU °ðâæ ç·¤Øæ ãñUÐ
Üæð»æð́ ·¤æð ÕðãUÌÚU »é‡æßžææ ßæÜè âðßæ ¿æçãU°,
Áæð ÁæçãUÚU ãñU âSÌè ÎÚU ÂÚU ÙãUè́ ç×Üð»èÐ
� ¿æñÍæ, ØãU âéçÙçà¿Ì ç·¤Øæ ÁæÙæ

¿æçãU° ç·¤ âðßæ¥æð´ ×ð´ ÿæ×Ìæ ¥æñÚU »é‡æßžææ
·¤è ·¤×è Ù ãUæð Ìæç·¤ âæßüÁçÙ·¤ â¢âæÏÙ
ÕÚUÕæÎ Ù ãUæð́Ð °ðâæ ·¤ÚUÙð âð ãUè ¹ÚUæÕ âðßæ¥æð́
âð Õ¿æ Áæ â·¤Ìæ ãñUÐ
� ¥¢Ì ×ð´, ãU×ð´ ÕéçÙØæÎè ÉUæ¢¿ð ¥æñÚU

SÂð€ÅþU× âæÛæðÎæÚUè ·¤æð ¥ÂÙæÙæ ¿æçãU°Ð
SßèÇUÙ ·¤æ ×æòÇUÜ ØêÚUæðÂèØ â¢ƒæ ·ð¤ âæÍ
ÖæÚUÌ ·ð¤ çÜ° Öè ¥Ùé·¤ÚU‡æèØ ãñUÐ çâ¢»æÂéÚU
×ð´ ·é¤ÀU ßáü ÂãUÜð Ì·¤ çÙÁè� âæßüÁçÙ·¤
Öæ»èÎæÚUè ·¤æ ×æòÇUÜ Íæ Áæð çâ¢»ÅðUÜ mæÚUæ
¥æðÂÙÙðÅU ·ð¤ ¥çÏ»ýãU‡æ ·ð¤ ÕæÎ â×æ# ãéU¥æÐ
ãU×ð´ ¥çÙßæØü âç·ý¤Ø ÙðÅUß·ü¤ âæÛæðÎæÚUè ·¤è
¥æßàØ·¤Ìæ ãñU Áæð çÙÁè ÿæð̃ æ ·ð¤ âðßæ ÂýÎæÌæ
â×êãUæð́ mæÚUæ â¢¿æçÜÌ ãUæðÐ

Õè°â°Ù°Ü ¥æñÚU °×ÅUè°Ù°Ü §â×ð´
â¢ÚUÿæ·¤ ÂýçÌÖæ»è ãUæð â·¤Ìð ãñ´UÐ SÅUæò·¤ãUæð×
·¤è ÕéçÙØæÎè ÿæð̃ æ ·¤è ¥æ§üÅUè ·¢¤ÂÙè SÅUæò·ñ¤Õ
·¤è °·¤ çÚUÂæðÅüU âðßæÂýÎæÌæ çÙÚUÂðÿæ È¤æ§ÕÚU
¥æñÚU ×æðÕæ§Ü ÕéçÙØæÎè ÉUæ¢¿ð ·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð´
ÁæÙ·¤æÚUè ×éãñUØæ ·¤ÚUæÌè ãñUÐ

â¢Â·ü¤ ·¤è â×SØæ ·¤æð ãUÜ ·¤ÚUÙæ È¢¤âð
ãéU° ·¤Áü Øæ ·ë¤çá ÿæð˜æ ·¤è çÎ€·¤Ìæð´ ·¤æð ÎêÚU
·¤ÚUÙð ·¤è ÌéÜÙæ ×ð´ ·¤ãUè´ ¥çÏ·¤ âÚUÜ ãUæð
â·¤Ìè ãñUÐ

ÖæÚUÌ ·ð¤ ÀUÆðU ¥æ× ¿éÙæß v{
×æ¿ü,v~|| ·¤ô â¢Â‹Ù ãéU°Ð
Sß»èüØ ¥æÚU ·ð¤ ÏßÙ ·¤æ ·¤ãUÙæ
Íæ ç·¤ ©U‹ãUốÙð ãUè §¢çÎÚUæ »æ¢Ïè ·¤ô
ØãU ¹ÕÚU Îè ç·¤ ¹éÎ §¢çÎÚUæ ¥õÚU
·¤æ¢»ýðâ ÂæÅUèü ¿éÙæß ãUæÚU »° ãñ´UÐ
©Uâ â×Ø §¢çÎÚUæ ÚUæÌ ·¤æ ¹æÙæ
¹æ ÚUãUè Íè´Ð ÏßÙ ·ð¤ ×éÌæçÕ·¤,
§ÌÙæ âéÙÌð ãUè §¢çÎÚUæ ·ð¤ ¿ðãUÚðU ÂÚU
âé·ê¤Ù ·ð¤ Öæß çÎ¹ð ÍðÐ ©U‹ãUô´Ùð
·¤ãUæ Íæ, Ò¥Õ ×ðÚðU Âæâ ¹éÎ ·ð¤
çÜ° ¥õÚU ÂçÚUßæÚU ·ð¤ çÜ° ß€Ì
ãUô»æÐÓ ¥»Üè âéÕãU ãUôÙð Ì·¤
ÁÕ âæÚðU ÂçÚU‡ææ× ¥æ »° Ìô
©U‹ãUô´Ùð ÚUæcÅþUÂçÌ âð ¥æÂæÌ·¤æÜ
¹ˆ× ·¤ÚUÙð ·¤è ¥çÏâê¿Ùæ ÁæÚUè
·¤ÚUÙð ·¤æ ¥ÙéÚUôÏ ç·¤Øæ ¥õÚU çÈ¤ÚU
¥ÂÙæ §SÌèÈ¤æ âõ´Â çÎØæ ÍæÐ
àææØÎ ©UÙ·¤è çÁ¢Î»è ×ð́ ØãU ÂãUÜè
ÕæÚU Íæ ÁÕ ©UÙ·ð¤ Âæâ Ù Ìô ·¤ô§ü
·¤æ× Íæ, Ù ·¤ô§ü ¥æ×ÎÙè Íè ¥õÚU
Ù ãUè ·¤ô§ü ƒæÚU ÍæÐ

©Uâ â×Ø ×ðÚð °·¤ ¥¢»ýðÁ
ÎôSÌ Ùð çÜ¹æ Íæ ç·¤ Ò€Øæ §¢çÎÚUæ
¥Õ ¥ÂÙæ ß€Ì ÂçÿæØố ·¤ô Îð¹Ùð
Øæ çãU×æÜØ Øæ ·¤à×èÚU ×ð´
çÕÌæ°¢»è?Ó Üðç·¤Ù ©U‹ãUô´Ùð ·¤ãUæ
Íæ, ÒãU×ð´ ÖæÚUÌ âð ¥æÙð ßæÜè
¹ÕÚUô´ ÂÚU ÙÁÚU ÚU¹Ùè ãUô»è ¥õÚU
¥æÁ âð Âæ¢¿ âæÜ ÕæÎ àææØÎ
¥æÂ °·¤ ÕæÚU çÈ¤ÚU âð çßàææÜ
ÕãéU×Ì âð âžææ ×ð´ ÜõÅð´U»èÐ
Üô·¤Ì¢̃ æ °ðâæ ãUè ãñUÐÓ

§¢çÎÚUæ ·ð¤ Âæâ Ü¢ÎÙ ×ð´ ÚUãUÙð
·¤æ çß·¤ËÂ Íæ ¥õÚU ÂýÏæÙ×¢˜æè
ÕÙÙð ·ð¤ ÂãUÜð ßãU °ðâæ ¿æãUÌè
Öè Íè́Ð Üðç·¤Ù ©U‹ãð́U ØãU ¥ãUâæâ
Öè ãUô ¿é·¤æ Íæ ç·¤ ßãU ÖæÚUÌ
ÀUôÇ¸U·¤ÚU ÙãUè´ ÚUãU â·¤Ìè ãñ́UÐ °·¤
ÂæçÚUßæçÚU·¤ ÎôSÌ Ùð ©UÙ·ð¤ çÜ°
¥ÂÙæ Õ¢»Üæ ¹æÜè ·¤ÚU çÎØæ
¥õÚU ßãU ¥ÂÙð ÂçÚUßæÚU ·ð¤ âæÍ
©Uâ×ð́ ÚUãUÙð Ü»è́Ð

âô¿è�â×Ûæè ÚU‡æÙèçÌ ·ð¤
ÌãUÌ ·ð´¤¼ýèØ Áæ¢¿ ŽØêÚUô
(âèÕè¥æ§ü) ·ð¤ ¥çÏ·¤æÚUè x
¥€ÅêÕÚU, v~|| ·¤ô §¢çÎÚUæ ·¤è
ç»ÚU�ÌæÚUè ·ð¤ çÜ° ©UÙ·ð¤ ¥æßæâ
·ð¤ ÕæãUÚU Áæ Âãé¢U¿ðÐ ØãU àææ× y.yz
ÕÁð ·¤æ ß€Ì ÍæÐ ¥ÅUæòÙèü ÁÙÚUÜ
¥õÚU âæðçÜçâÅUÚU ÁÙÚUÜ ·¤ô
âÚU·¤æÚU ·ð¤ §â ·¤Î× ·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð´
·¤ô§ü ÁæÙ·¤æÚUè ÙãUè´ ÍèÐ §¢çÇUØæ
ÅéÇðU Âç˜æ·¤æ ×ð´ ©Uâ ƒæÅUÙæ âð
â¢Õ¢çÏÌ çÎÜ¿SÂ çßßÚU‡æ çÎ°
»° ãñ́UÐ ÂýÏæÙ×¢̃ æè ×ôÚUæÚUÁè Îðâæ§ü
Ùð »ëãU ×¢̃ æè ¿õÏÚUè ¿ÚU‡æ çâ¢ãU ·¤ô
§â ç»ÚU�ÌæÚUè ·ð¤ çÜ° ãUÚUè Ûæ¢ÇUè
ÎðÙð ·ð¤ âæÍ °·¤ çãUÎæØÌ Öè Îè
ÍèÐ ©U‹ãUô´Ùð ·¤ãUæ Íæ ç·¤ ç·¤âè
Öè ·¤è×Ì ÂÚU §¢çÎÚæ »æ¢Ïè ·¤ô
ãUÍ·¤Ç¸Uè ÙãUè´ Ü»æÙè ãñUÐ

âèÕè¥æ§ü ·¤è ÅUè× vw, çßçÜ¢‚ÇUÙ
·ý¤èâð´ÅU ·ð¤ ÎÚUßæÁð ·¤è ÌÚUÈ¤ ÕÉ¸U
¿ÜèÐ ¥çÏ·¤æçÚUØô´ Ùð §¢çÎÚUæ ·ð¤
âãUØô»è âð ·¤ãUæ ç·¤ ©U‹ãð´U Âêßü
ÂýÏæÙ×¢̃ æè ·¤ô çãUÚUæâÌ ×ð́ ÜðÙð ·¤ô
·¤ãUæ »Øæ ãñU ¥õÚU §â·ð¤ çÜ°
©U‹ãUô´Ùð ÖæÚUÌèØ Î¢ÇU â¢çãUÌæ ·¤è
·¤§ü ÏæÚUæ¥ố ·¤æ ãUßæÜæ Öè çÎØæÐ
©Uâ â×Ø ©U‹ãð́U àææØÎ ãUè ×æÜê×
Íæ ç·¤ »ëãU ×¢˜ææÜØ mæÚUæ ÕÙæ§ü
°È¤¥æ§ü¥æÚU »ÜÌ ÍèÐ ©UÙ
¥È¤âÚUô´ ·¤ô ·¤ÚUèÕ Îô ƒæ¢ÅðU Ì·¤
§¢ÌÁæÚU ·¤ÚUÙæ ÂÇ̧Uæ ¥õÚU ©Uâ ÎõÚUæÙ
§¢çÎÚUæ ·ð¤ ÀUôÅðU ÕðÅðU â¢ÁØ »æ¢Ïè
¥õÚU Âé˜æßÏê ×ðÙ·¤æ Ùð çÎËÜè ×ð´
×õÁêÎ âÖè çßÎðàæè ×èçÇUØæ
ÂýçÌçÙçÏØô´ ·¤ô ÅðUÜèÈ¤ôÙ ÂÚU
§â·¤è âê¿Ùæ Îð ÎèÐ

àææ× ÀUãU ÕÁð §¢çÎÚUæ »æ¢Ïè
ÕæãUÚU çÙ·¤Üè́Ð ©UÙ·ð¤ ß·¤èÜ Èýñ́¤·¤
°¢ÍÙè Ùð âèÕè¥æ§ü ¥È¤âÚUô´ âð
°È¤¥æ§ü¥æÚU ·¤è ÂýçÌ ·¤è ×æ¢» ·¤è
Ìô ·¤ãUæ »Øæ ç·¤ ©U‹ãð´U ØãU ÂýçÌ
ÎðÙæ ÁM¤ÚUè ÙãUè´ ãñU ¥õÚU §¢çÎÚUæ
»æ¢Ïè ·¤ô §Ù ¥æÚUôÂô´ ·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð´
ÂȨ́·¤ÚU ÕÌæØæ Áæ ¿é·¤æ ãñUÐ §¢çÎÚUæ
Ùð ÁÕ ¹éÎ ÂÚU Ü»æ° »° ¥æÚUôÂố
·ð¤ ÕæÚðU ×ð´ âéÙæ Ìô ©U‹ãUô´Ùð ·¤ãUæ,
ÒãUÍ·¤Ç¸Uè ·¤ãUæ¢ ãñU? ×ñ´ ÌÕ Ì·¤
ÙãUè´ Áæª¢¤»è ÁÕ Ì·¤ ×éÛæð
ãUÍ·¤Ç¸Uè ÙãUè´ Ü»æ§ü ÁæÌè ãñUÐÓ
ãUÍ·¤Ç¸Uè ·¤ô Üð·¤ÚU ·¤ÚUèÕ °·¤
ƒæ¢ÅðU Ì·¤ ßæÎ�çßßæÎ ãUôÌæ ÚUãUæÐ

§â ÎõÚUæÙ ƒæÚU ·ð¤ ¥æâÂæâ
·¤æ¢»ýðâ ·¤æØü·¤Ìæü¥ô´ ·¤æ Á×æßÇU̧æ
Ü» ¿é·¤æ Íæ ¥õÚU ßð Ü»æÌæÚU ÙæÚðU
Ü»æ ÚUãðU ÍðÐ ÕýræïæÙ¢Î ÚðUaïUè,
·¤×ÜæÂçÌ ç˜æÂæÆUè ¥õÚU ×ôãUçâÙæ
ç·¤Îß§ü Áñâð àæèáü ÂæÅUèü ÙðÌæ¥ô´
·ð¤ ¿ðãUÚðU ÂèÜð ÂÇ¸U ¿é·ð¤ ÍðÐ
¥æç¹ÚU·¤æÚU §¢çÎÚUæ °·¤ ·¤æÚU ×ð´
ÕñÆUè´ ¥õÚU ßãU ·¤æÚU ©U‹ãð´U Üð·¤ÚU
¿Üè »§üÐ ©Uâ·ð¤ ÂèÀðU ÚUæÁèß
»æ¢Ïè ¥õÚU â¢ÁØ »æ¢Ïè Öè ¥ÂÙè
·¤æÚUố ×ð́ ÚUßæÙæ ãUô »°Ð

âéÕãU ãUôÌð ãUè °È¤¥æ§ü¥æÚU ×ð́
¹æ×è ·¤ô Üð·¤ÚU ¿ÚU‡æ çâ¢ãU ·¤è
ç¿¢Ìæ âãUè âæçÕÌ ãô »§üÐ
ç»ÚU�ÌæÚUè ·ð¤ ¥»Üð çÎÙ ¥ÎæÜÌ

×ð´ Âðàæ ç·¤° ÁæÙð ÂÚU ©U‹ãð´U çÕÙæ
àæÌü çÚUãUæ ·¤ÚU çÎØæ »Øæ €Øô´ç·¤
©UÙ·ð¤ ç¹ÜæÈ¤ Ü»æ° »° ¥æÚUôÂố
×ð´ Î× ÙãUè´ ÍæÐ ÁÙÌæ ÂæÅUèü
âÚU·¤æÚU Ùð §¢çÎÚUæ »æ¢Ïè ·¤ô ÁðÜ
ÖðÁÙð ·¤æ ¥ÂÙæ ×·¤âÎ ÂêÚUæ ·¤ÚUÙð
·ð¤ çÜ° â¢âÎ ·ð¤ çßàæðáæçÏ·¤æÚU
ãUÙÙ ÂýæßÏæÙ ·¤æ âãUæÚUæ çÜØæ
ÁÕ çÎâ¢ÕÚU v~|} ×ð´ ©U‹ãð´U °·¤
ãU�Ìð ·ð¤ çÜ° çÌãUæÇ̧U ÁðÜ ×ð́ ÇUæÜæ
»Øæ ÍæÐ §¢çÎÚUæ »æ¢Ïè Ùð ¥ÂÙè
ç»Ú�ÌæÚUè ·ð¤ ÕæÎ ÁæÚUè ÕØæÙ ×ð´
·¤ãUæ Íæ, Ò×ñ́Ùð ¥ÂÙè ÂêÚUè ÿæ×Ìæ
âð §â Îðàæ ¥õÚU ØãUæ¢ ·¤è ÁÙÌæ
·¤è âðßæ ·¤ÚUÙð ·¤è ·¤ôçàæàæ ·¤è
ãñUÐ ×ðÚðU ç¹ÜæÈ¤ Ü»æ° »° ¥æÚUôÂ
¿æãðU Áô Öè ãUô´ Üðç·¤Ù ØãU
ç»ÚU�ÌæÚUè çßàæéh ÚUæÁÙèçÌ·¤ ãñUÐ
×éÛæð Üô»ô´ ·ð¤ Âæâ ÁæÙð âð ÚUô·¤Ùð
¥õÚU ©UÙ·¤è ÙÁÚU ×ð´ ×éÛæð ç»ÚUæÙð
·¤è ØãU °·¤ ·¤ôçàæàæ ãñÐ ãU×Ùð
ÁÙ·¤ËØæ‡æ ·ð¤ çÜ° àæéM¤ ç·¤âè
Öè ·¤æØü·ý¤× ×ð́ âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤ô ¥ÂÙæ
âãUØô» ÎðÙð ·¤è ÕæÌ ·¤ãUè ãéU§ü ãñU
Üðç·¤Ù ¥‹ØæØ ¥õÚU »Ç¸UÕÇ¸Uè
Îð¹Ùð ·ð¤ ÕæÎ Öè ãU× ×ê·¤Îàæü·¤
ÕÙ·¤ÚU ÙãUè́ ÚUãU â·¤Ìð ãñ́UÐÓ

çÁâ çÎÙ ©U‹ãð´U çÌãUæÇ¸U ÁðÜ
Üð ÁæØæ »Øæ Íæ Ìô Øéßæ ·¤æ¢»ýðâ
·ð¤ âÎSØ ãUôÙð ·¤æ Îæßæ ·¤ÚUÙð
ßæÜð Îô Üô»ô´ Ùð §¢çÇUØÙ
°ØÚUÜæ§¢â ·ð¤ °·¤ çß×æÙ ·¤ô
¥»ßæ ·¤ÚU çÜØæÐ ßãU çß×æÙ
Ü¹Ùª¤ âð çÎËÜè Áæ ÚUãUæ Íæ
¥õÚU ©Uâ×ð´ vw{ Øæç˜æØô´ °ïß¢
¿æÜ·¤ ÎÜ ·ð¤ ÀUãU âÎSØ âßæÚU
ÍðÐ ¥ÂãUÌæü¥ô´ Ùð ©Uâð ßæÚUæ‡æâè
×ð´ ãUè ©UÌÚUÙð ·ð¤ çÜ° ÕæŠØ ·¤ÚU
çÎØæÐ ©UÙ·ð¤ ¿¢»éÜ âð Õ¿ çÙ·¤Üð
°·¤ çß×æÙØæ˜æè Ùð ÕÌæØæ Íæ ç·¤
ßð §¢çÎÚUæ »æ¢Ïè ·¤è çÚUãUæ§ü ·¤è ×æ¢»
·¤ÚU ÚUãðU ãñ´Ð ©Uâ çÎÙ Îðàæ ÖÚU ×ð´
ãéU° ÃØæÂ·¤ çßÚUôÏ ÂýÎàæüÙô´ ·ð¤
ÎõÚUæÙ ·¤ÚUèÕ v},®®® ·¤æ¢»ýðâ
·¤æØü·¤Ìæü çãUÚUæâÌ ×ð́ çÜ° »° ÍðÐ

°ðâð ×ð´ ÙñàæÙÜ ãðÚUËÇU ·¤ô
Üð·¤ÚU ¿Ü ÚUãðU ×æ×Üð ×ð́ ¥ÎæÜÌ
×ð´ Âðàæ ãUôÙð ·ð¤ ×égð ÂÚU âôçÙØæ
»æ¢Ïè ·¤è ÂýçÌç·ý¤Øæ âéÙ·¤ÚU
¥¿ÚUÁ ÙãUè´ ãUôÙæ ¿æçãU°Ð
âôçÙØæ Ùð ·¤ãUæ, Ò×ñ´ §¢çÎÚUæ »æ¢Ïè
·¤è Âé˜æßÏê ãê¢UÐ ×ñ´ ç·¤âè âð ÙãUè´
ÇUÚUÌèÐÓ Âêßü ÚUæcÅþÂçÌ Âý‡æß
×é¹Áèü Ùð ¥ÂÙè ç·¤ÌæÕ ×ð́ çÜ¹æ
ãñU ç·¤ àææãU ¥æØô» ·ð¤ â×ÿæ Âðàæ
ãéU° ¥çÏ·¤æçÚUØô´ Ùð ¥æÂæÌ·¤æÜ
Ü»æÙð ¥õÚU ×õçÜ·¤ ¥çÏ·¤æÚUố ·ð¤
SÍ»Ù ·ð¤ çÜ° §¢çÎÚUæ »æ¢Ïè ·¤ô
ãUè çÁ�×ðÎæÚU ÕÌæØæ ÍæÐ Üðç·¤Ù
§¢çÎÚUæ »æ¢Ïè Ùð ç·¤âè ¥õÚU ·¤ô ÙãUè́
ÕçË·¤ ¹éÎ ·¤ô ãUè çÁ�×ðÎæÚU
ÕÌæØæ ÍæÐ

çâØæâè ãUÜ¿Ü
¥æçÎçÌ È¤ÇU‡æèâ

§ââð ÂãUÜð ç·¤ â¢Â·ü¤ ¥æñÚU â¢¿æÚU ÿæð˜æ ×ð´ ãU× ÂêÚUè ÌÚUãU Ùæ·¤æ× ãUæð Áæ°¢,
ãU×ð´ â×SØæ¥æð´ ·ð¤ Á×èÙè ãUÜ ÌÜæàæ ·¤ÚUÙð ·¤è ¥æßàØ·¤Ìæ ãñUÐ §â
çßáØ ×ð´ çßSÌæÚU âð ÁæÙ·¤æÚUè Îð ÚUãðU ãñ´U àØæ× ÂæðÙŒÂæ

§¢çÎÚUæ Áñâæ Á…Õæ çÎ¹æ
Âæ°¢»è ©UÙ·¤è Âé̃ æßÏê?

ÎêÚU ·¤Úð´U çÎ€·¤Ìð´ â¢Âê‡æü
çßÈ¤ÜÌæ ·ð¤ ÂãUÜð 
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Ìˆ·¤æÜèÙ Õ¢Õ§ü ×ð´ àæÚUæÕÕ´Îè ·¤æ °·¤ ÎæñÚU
°ðâæ Öè Íæ ÁÕ ·ð¤ßÜ çßÎðçàæØæð´ ·¤æð ãUæðÅUÜ
·ð¤ ÕæÚU ×ð´ ÕñÆU·¤ÚU ÂèÙð ·¤è ¥Ùé×çÌ ÍèÐ ©Uâ
ÎæñÚUæÙ °·¤ ãUæSØ SÌ́Ö·¤æÚU Ùð ¥ÂÙè ·¤æËÂçÙ·¤
ÂˆÙè ·ð¤ ÕæÚÔU ×ð́ çÜ¹æ ç·¤ ßãU °·¤ ×ã́U»ð ãUæðÅUÜ
·ð¤ ÕæÚU ×ð́ »§ü ¥æñÚU ©UâÙð ßãUǽ °·¤ çÇþ́U·¤ ×»́æ§üUÐ
ÁÕ ©Uââð ·¤ãUæ »Øæ ç·¤ ·ð¤ßÜ çßÎðçàæØæð́ ·¤æð
ãUè çÇþ´U·¤ Âðàæ ·¤è Áæ°»è Ìæð ©UâÙð °·¤ °ðâæ
âßæÜ ç·¤Øæ çÁâ·¤æ ·¤æð§ü ÁßæÕ ÙãUè´ ÍæÐ
©UâÙð ÂêÀUæ, ¥æç¹ÚU ØãU Îðàæ ãñU ç·¤â·¤æ?

ãUÚU ÕæÚU ÁÕ ·¤æð§üU ØãU ·¤ãUÌæ Øæ çÜ¹Ìæ

ãñU ç·¤ çßÎðçàæØæð́ ·¤æð ·¤ÚU ÎÚU ×ð́ çÚUØæØÌ ç×ÜÙè
¿æçãU° Øæ ©UÙ·ð¤ çÜ° ·¤æÚUæðÕæÚUè Âýç·ý¤Øæ ÕðãUÌÚU
ãUæðÙè ¿æçãU°, çÙßðàæ ·ð¤ çÜ° çßàæðá ¥ßâÚU
Øæ §‹ßðSÅU×ð´ÅU °‹€Üðß ãUæðÙð ¿æçãU°, ßÚUÙæ ßð
¥ÂÙð ÇUæòÜÚU ·¤ãUè´ ¥æñÚU çÙßðàæ ·¤ÚU Îð́»ð Ìæð ãU×ð́
Öè ØãUè âßæÜ ©UÆUæÙæ ¿æçãU°Ð ¥æ× ÎÜèÜ
§Uâ Âý·¤æÚU ÚUãUÌè ãñUÑ Ù§üU ª´¤¿è ¥æØ·¤ÚU ÎÚU ·ð¤
·¤æÚU‡æ çßÎðçàæØæð´ ·¤æð ÚUæðÁ»æÚU ÎðÙæ ×éçà·¤Ü
ãUæð»æÐ Øæ çßÎðàæè ÂæðÅüUÈ¤æðçÜØæð çÙßðàæ·¤ ÖæÚUÌèØ
ÕæÁæÚU âð ÎêÚUè ÕÙæ Üð́»ðÐ Øæ ãU×ð́ ¥ÂÙð ÂØüÅUÙ
S‰æÜæð́ ·¤æð âæÈ¤�âéÍÚUæ ¥æñÚU âé́ÎÚU ÚU¹Ùæ ¿æçãU°

Ìæç·¤ ãU× ¥çŠæ·¤ âð ¥çŠæ·¤ ¥´ÌÚUÚUæcÅþUèØ
ÂØüÅU·¤ ÁéÅUæ â·ð́¤Ð âßæÜ ãñU ç·¤ ·ð¤ßÜ çßÎðàæè
ãUè €Øæð´? ãU× Üæð»æð´ ·¤æ €Øæ Áæð ØãUè´ ÚUãUÌð ãñ´U
¥æñÚU ·¤ÚU ¿é·¤æÌð ãñ́U? €Øæ ãU×ð́ ÕðãUÌÚU ·¤ÚU çÙØ×,
Sß‘À UàæãUÚU ¥æñÚU ·¤SÕð ÂæÙð ·¤æ ¥çŠæ·¤æÚU ÙãUè́,
ÁãUæ´ ãU× ÚUãUÌð ãñ́U ¥æñÚU ·¤æ× ·¤ÚUÌð ãñ́U? Øæ çÈ¤ÚU
ÖæÚUÌèØ Ùæ»çÚU·¤æð´ âð ·ð¤ßÜ §âçÜ° ¥Ü»
ÃØßãUæÚU ç·¤Øæ Áæ° €Øæð´ç·¤ ©Uâ·ð¤ Âæâ ·¤ãUè´
¥æñÚU ÁæÙð ·¤æ çß·¤ËÂ ÙãUè́ ãñU?

ÖæÚUÌ ¥Õ ÂãUÜð Áñâæ ¥æçÍü·¤ Õ´Îè»ëãU
ÙãUè́ ÚUãU »Øæ ãñUÐ °·¤ ÎæñÚU Íæ ÁÕ ¥æÂ Îðàæ âð
¥æÆU ÇUæòÜÚU âð ¥çŠæ·¤ ·¤è ÚUæçàæ ÕæãUÚU ÙãUè´ Üð
Áæ â·¤Ìð ÍðÐ ÕæÎ ×ð́ ©UÎæÚU çßÎðàæ Øæ˜ææ ØæðÁÙæ
·ð¤ ÌãUÌ v®® ÇUæòÜÚU ·¤è ÚUæçàæ Üð ÁæÙð ·¤è
¥Ùé×çÌ Îè »§üÐ ãU×æÚUè ãUæÜÌ ÂéÚUæÙð âæðçßØÌ
â´ƒæ çÁÌÙè Öè ÕéÚUè ÙãUè´ Íè €Øæð́ç·¤ ßãUæ´ °·¤
âéÂÚU ÕæÁæÚU ×ð´ ·ð¤ßÜ Âçà¿×è ÂØüÅU·¤ ãUè
¹ÚUèÎæÚUè ·¤ÚU â·¤Ìð ÍðÐ Øæ çÈ¤ÚU ¿èÙ, ÁãUæ´
ßáæðZ Ì·¤ çßÎðàæè ·ð¤ßÜ çßàæðá ÌæñÚU ÂÚU ÁæÚUè

çßÎðàæè çßçÙ×Ø Âý×æ‡æÂ˜ææð´ ×ð´ ãUè ÜðÙÎðÙ ·¤ÚU
â·¤Ìð ÍðÐ ÖæÚUÌ â×ðÌ Ì×æ× Á»ãUæð´ ÂÚU ¥Õ
¹éÜæÂÙ ¥æ ¿é·¤æ ãñUÐ ¥æÁ âãUè ×ÙæðÎàææ ßæÜè
·¤æð§üU Öè âÚU·¤æÚU °ðâð çÙØ× ÍæðÂÙð ·¤è ÙãUè´
âæð¿ â·¤ÌèÐ ¥»ÚU ßãU °ðâæ ·¤ÚUÌè Öè ãñU Ìæð
Øð ·¤æ× ÙãUè́ ·¤Úð́U»ðÐ ØãU ÂãUÜð Öè ·¤Öè ·¤æÚU»ÚU
ÙãUè´ ÚUãUæÐ çSßâ Õñ´·¤æð´ ÌÍæ
¥‹Ø ÅñU€â ãñßÙ ßæÜð Îðàææð́ ×ð́
ÖæÚUÌèØæð́ mUæÚUæ Á×æ ç·¤Øæ »Øæ
Âñâæ, ãUßæ ×ð´ ÙãUè´ ¥æØæ ‰ææÐ
©Uâ ß€Ì ÌS·¤ÚUè ¥æ× Íè ¥æñÚU ãUßæÜæ ·¤æÚæðÕæÚU
È¤Ü�Èê¤Ü ÚUãUæ ÍæÐ §Uâ×ð́ âð ·é¤ÀU Âñâæ çßÎðàææð́
âð çÙßðàæ ·ð¤ M¤Œæ ×ð́ ßæÂâ ¥æÌæ ÍæÐ °·¤ ß€Ì
°ðâæ Öè Íæ ÁÕ ÖæÚUÌèØæð́ Ùð Öè Îðàæ ×ð́ ßæÂâ
¥æÙæ àæéM¤ ç·¤Øæ ÍæÐ §ââð ƒæÚÔUÜê ×æãUæñÜ ×ð´
âéŠææÚU ãéU¥æÐ Ù° çÙÁè ¥SÂÌæÜ ¥æñÚU S·ê¤Ü
ÕÙð ¥æñÚU SßæS‰Ø ¥æñÚU çàæÿææ âðßæ¥æð́ ×ð́ âéŠææÚU
ãéU¥æÐ ·¤æÚUU, È¤æðÙ âéçßŠææ ¥æñÚU ãUßæ§üU âðßæ ¥æçÎ
âÖè ÕðãUÌÚU ãéU§ZUÐ

§Uâ·ð¤ ÕæßÁêÎ ãUæÜ ·ð¤ ßáæðZ ×ð́ ¥×èÚU ¥æñÚU
ÂðàæðßÚU M¤Â âð âÈ¤Ü ÖæÚUÌèØæð´ Ùð ÕæãUÚU ·¤æ
L¤¹ ç·¤Øæ ãñUÐ °·¤ çÎÜ¿SÂ ¥æ´·¤Ç¸æ ØãU ãñU
ç·¤ ·¤ÚUèÕ v.z® Üæ¹ âð ¥çŠæ·¤ ÖæÚUÌèØæð´ Ùð
ãUæÜ ·ð¤ ßáæðZ ×ð´ ÎéÕ§üU, çâ´»æÂéÚU ¥æñÚU Âçà¿×è
Îðàææð´ ·¤æ L¤¹ ç·¤Øæ ãñUÐ àæéL¤¥æÌ ×ð´ ßð ·¤ÚU ·ð¤

¥æÌ´·¤ âð Öæ» ÚUãðU Íð Ð
ÕæÎ ×ð´ ·¤æÚUæðÕæÚU ·¤è
ÂýÖæßè Á»ãU ·ð¤ ÕæÚÔU ×ð´
Ù° çÙØ× ¥æ »° çÁ‹ãUæð́Ùð

·¤§üU Üæð»æð́ ·¤æð ©UÙ·ð¤ çÙßæâ ·ð¤ ÂÌð ×ð́ ÕÎÜæß
·ð¤ çÜ° ÂýðçÚUÌ ç·¤ØæÐ ¥‹Ø Üæð»æð´ Ùð àæãUÚUæð´ ×ð´
ÕÉ¸UÌð ßæØé ÂýÎêcæ‡æ, S·ê¤Ü ×ð´ Îæç¹Üð ·¤è
×éçà·¤Ü ¥æñÚU ÂæÙè ·¤è ·¤×è ¥æçÎ ·ð¤ ·¤æÚU‡æ
¥ÂÙð ÚUãUÙð ·¤è Á»ãU ÕÎÜ ÜèÐ Üæ¹æð´ ·¤è
ÌæÎæÎ ×ð´ ÖæÚUÌèØæð´ Ùð çßÎðàæè çÇUç»ýØæ´ ãUæçâÜ
·¤è´ Øæ ÖæÚUÌ ×ð́ ãUè ©U“æ SÌÚUèØ çÇU»ýè ãUæçâÜ
·¤è´Ð §Uââð ©U‹ãð´U ßñçàß·¤ SÌÚU ÂÚU ÚUæðÁ»æÚU
ç×ÜÙæ ¥æâæÙ ãéU¥æÐ Üæ¹æð´ ·¤è ÌæÎæÎ ×ð´

Âýßæâè ÖæÚUÌèØ ¥×ðçÚU·¤æ, Âçà¿× °çàæØæ ¥æñÚU
¥‹Ø Á»ãUæð´ ÂÚU ÚUãUÌð ãñ´UÐ §ââð ¥‹Ø Üæð»æð´
·¤æ ßãUæ´ ÁæÙæ ¥æâæÙ ãUæðÌæ ãñUÐ ¥æòSÅþðUçÜØæ
Áñâð Îðàæ ÖæÚUÌèØæð́ ·¤æð ßæ´çÀUÌ ¥æßýÁ·¤ ×æÙÌð
ãñ́UÐ °ðâæ ¿èÙ ·ð¤ ¥æßýÁ·¤æð́ ·¤æð â´ÌéçÜÌ ·¤ÚUÙð
·ð¤ çÜ° Öè ç·¤Øæ ÁæÌæ ãñUÐ â´ÿæðÂ ×ð´ ·¤ãð´U Ìæð
¥ÍüÃØßSÍæ ·¤æð ¥æ»ð Üð ÁæÙð ×ð́ âÿæ× Ì×æ×
ÖæÚUÌèØæð́ ×ð́ âð ·¤§üU ÖæÚUÌ ÀUæðÇ¸ â·¤Ìð ãñ́U, ¥æñÚU
ÀUæðÇ¸ Öè ÚUãðU ãñ́UÐ

ãU×ð́ Ùæ»çÚU·¤æð́ ·ð¤ âæÍ °ðâæ ÃØßãUæÚU ·¤ÚUÙð
·¤è ÁM¤ÚUÌ ãñU Áñâð ç·¤ ©UÙ·ð¤ Âæâ çß·¤ËÂ ãñU,
ÖÜð ãUè ©UÙ×ð́ âð ¥çŠæ·¤æ´àæ ·ð¤ çß·¤ËÂ Ù ãUæðÐ
¥»ÚU çßÎðàæè ·¤æÚUæðÕæÚUè ·¤æÙêÙè ¥æàßçSˆæ ¿æãUÌð
ãñ́U Ìæð Îðàæ ·ð¤ Ùæ»çÚU·¤æð́ ·¤æð Öè ØãU ¿æçãU°Ð ·¤ÚU
¥çŠæ·¤æçÚUØæð´ âð â´ÚUÿæ‡æ ·¤æ çß¿æÚU ¥‘ÀUæ ãñU
Üðç·¤Ù çßÎðçàæØæð´ ·¤æð çÙØ× ·¤æØÎæð´ âð Õ¿Ùð
·ð¤ çÜ° çßàæðá ÎÁæü ÎðÙæ âãUè ÙãUè´Ð Áæð Öè
ç·¤Øæ Áæ° ßãU âÕ·ð¤ çÜ° ãUæðÐ °·¤
Üæð·¤Ìǽç˜æ·¤ Îðàæ ×ð́ °ðâæ ãUè ãUæðÙæ ¿æçãU°Ð

ÎæðØ× ÎÁæü âãUè ÙãUè´ 

ßáü vw ¥¢·¤ vw{

âæŒÌæçãU·¤ ×¢ÍÙ
ÅUè. °Ù. Ùæ§ÙÙ

âçŽâÇUè ÙãUè´ ¹æÎ ÂÚU
ÂýçÌÕ¢Ï Ü»æØæ Áæ°
ç·¤âæÙô´ ·¤ô ¥Õ ¹æÎ âçŽâÇUè
©UÙ·ð¤ Õñ´·¤ ¹æÌð ×ð´ âèÏð ç×Üð»èÐ
·ð´¤¼ý âÚU·¤æÚU Ùð §â·¤è ÂãUÜ àæéM¤
·¤ÚU Îè ãñUÐ §â·ð¤ çÜ° ÌèÙ ÂãUÜ
ÚUæcÅþUèØ, ÚUæ…Ø ¥õÚU çÁÜæ SÌÚU ÂÚU
¹æÎ ¥æÂêçÌü, âê¿Ùæ ÂÅU, Âè¥ô°â
ÌÍæ ÇðUS·¤ÅUæòÂ Âè¥ô°â â¢S·¤ÚU‡æ
·¤è àæéL¤¥æÌ ·¤è »§ü ãñUÐ âÚU·¤æÚU
·ð¤ ×éÌæçÕ·¤ ¹æÎ ÇUèÕèÅUè ·¤æ
ÂãUÜæ ¿ÚU‡æ ¥€ÅêUÕÚU w®v| ×ð´
àæéM¤ ç·¤Øæ »Øæ ÍæÐ §â·ð¤ ÌãUÌ
Âè¥ô°â ×àæèÙô´ âð ÂýæŒÌ ¹éÎÚUæ
çÕ·ý¤è ¥æ¢·¤Ç¸Uô´ ·¤è Áæ¢¿ ·ð¤ ÕæÎ
âçŽâÇUè âèÏð ·¢¤ÂçÙØô´ ·¤ô Îè
ÁæÌè ÍèÐ âÚU·¤æÚU Áñçß·¤ ¹ðÌè
ÂÚU ¥çÏ·¤ ÁôÚU Îð ÚUãUè ãñU çÁââð
¹ðÌô´ ×ð´ ÚUæâæØçÙ·¤ ¹æÎ ·¤æ
§SÌð×æÜ ·¤× ç·¤Øæ Áæ â·ð¤Ð
Áñçß·¤ ¹ðÌè ×ð´ »æØ ·ð¤ »ôÕÚU ÌÍæ
»ô×ê˜æ ·¤ô ¥çÏ·¤ âð ¥çÏ·¤
§SÌð×æÜ ·¤ÚUÙð ÂÚU ÁôÚU çÎØæ

Áæ°»æÐ »æØ ·ð¤ »ôÕÚU âð ÕÙð ¹æÎ
Á×èÙ ·¤è ©UßüÚU·¤ ÿæ×Ìæ ÕÉ¸UæÙð
×ð´ ×ÎÎ ·¤ÚðU»æÐ ÎêâÚUè ¥ôÚU ¹æÎ
âçŽâÇUè ç·¤âæÙô´ ·ð¤ Õñ´·¤ ¹æÌð ×ð´
ÇUæÜð ÁæÙð âð ÖýcÅUæ¿æÚU ×ð´ ·¤×è
¥æ°»èÐ ÁM¤ÚUÌ×¢Î ç·¤âæÙô´ ·¤ô
¹æÎ ·¤æ Âñâæ âèÏð ©UÙ·ð¤ ¹æÌð ×ð´
ç×Üð»æÐ Üðç·¤Ù ¿ôÚUè ·¤ÚUÙð ßæÜô´

·¤ô ·¤ô§ü ÚUô·¤ ÙãUè´ â·¤Ìæ ãñUÐ
âÚU·¤æÚU ÚUâô§ü »ñâ ·¤è âçŽâÇUè
âèÏð ¹æÌð ×ð´ ÖðÁÌè ãñU Üðç·¤Ù

ÕæÁæÚU ×ð´ ŽÜñ·¤ ×ð´ çâçÜ¢ÇUÚU çÕÙæ
âçŽâÇUè ·ð¤ Îæ× ÂÚU ç×ÜÌè ãñU
¥õÚU ©Uâ·¤è âçŽâÇè çÁâ·ð¤ Ùæ×
ÂÚU »ñâ ·¤Ùð€àæÙ ãñU ©Uâ·ð¤ ¹æÌð
×ð´ ¿Üè ÁæÌè ãñUÐ ÆUè·¤ ©Uâè Âý·¤æÚU
ç·¤âæÙ Öè ¹æÎ ¹ÚUèÎ ·¤ÚU ¥‹Ø
·¤ô Õð¿ â·¤Ìð ãñ´U ÌÍæ ßãU âÚU·¤æÚUè
âçŽâÇUè ·¤æ ÜæÖ Üð â·¤Ìð ãñ´ UÐ
ÕãUÚUãUæÜ Îðàæ ×ð´ Áñçß·¤ ¹ðÌè ·¤ô
ÕÉ¸Uæßæ çÎØæ Áæ ÚUãUæ ãñUÐ °ðâð ×ð´
âÚU·¤æÚU ·¤ô ¹æÎ ÂÚU âçŽâÇUè ÎðÙð
·ð¤ ÕÁæØ ¹æÎ ©UˆÂæÎÙ ÌÍæ çÕ·ý¤è
ÂÚU ÂýçÌÕ¢Ï Ü»æÙæ ¿æçãU°Ð §ââð
ç·¤âæÙ Áñçß·¤ ¹æÎ §SÌð×æÜ
·¤ÚUÙð ·¤ô ×ÁêÕÚU ãUô´»ðÐ §ââð ÂãUÜð
ßáü È¤âÜ ·¤è ÂñÎæßæÚU ·¤× ãUô
â·¤Ìè ãñU Üðç·¤Ù ¥»Üð ßáü È¤âÜ
©UˆÂæÎÙ ÆUè·¤ ãUô â·¤Ìæ ãñUÐ

¥æÙ¢Î àæ×æü, Ù§ü çÎËÜè

ÌÂÌè çÎËÜè ·¤ô
×æòÙâêÙ ·¤æ §¢ÌÁæÚU
§â âæÜ ×æòÙâêÙ ·ð¤ÚUÜ ÌÅU ÂÚU ¿æÚU
çÎÙ çßÜ¢Õ ·ð¤ âæÍ } ÁêÙ ·¤ô
ÎSÌ·¤ Îð ¿é·¤æ ÍæÐ ×æòÙâêÙ ·¤ô
ÚUæÁÏæÙè çÎËÜè Âãé¢U¿Ùð ×ð´ ·¤ÚUèÕ
°·¤ ×æãU ·¤æ â×Ø Ü»Ìæ ãñUÐ
Üðç·¤Ù çÎËÜè ×ð́ ¥Õ Ì·¤ ×æòÙâêÙ
ÙãUè´ Âãé¢U¿ ÂæØæ ãñUÐ ×õâ× çßÖæ»
mæÚUæ ÁæÚUè ¥æ¢·¤Ç¸Uô´ ·ð¤ ¥ÙéâæÚU
çÎËÜè ·ð¤ ÂÇ¸Uôâè ÚUæ…Øô´ Áñâð
ÚUæÁSÍæÙ, ãUçÚUØæ‡ææ, ©UžæÚU ÂýÎðàæ ×ð́
×æòÙâêÙ ÂãéU¢U¿ ¿é·¤æ ãñU Üðç·¤Ù
çÎËÜè ¥Öè Öè »×èü âð ÕðãUæÜ ãñUÐ
çÎËÜè ·ð¤ ¿æÚUô´ ¥ôÚU ×æòÙâêÙè
ÕæçÚUàæ ãUô ÚUãUè ãñU Üðç·¤Ù çÎËÜè
ÂæÙè ·ð¤ çÜ° ÌÚUâ ÚUãUè ãñUÐ ØãU
çÕË·é¤Ü ©Uâè ÌÚUãU âð ãñU Áñâð
âÚU·¤æÚUè ·¤æ»Áô´ ×ð´ ÌæÜæÕ Ìô
çÎ¹Ìæ ãñU Üðç·¤Ù Á×èÙ ÂÚU ÙãUè´Ð
ÚUæÁÏæÙè ¥Öè Öè ÌÂ ÚUãUè ãñU, ÂæÙè
·¤æ â¢·¤ÅU ÕÚU·¤ÚUæÚU ãñUÐ

×¢éÕ§ü ·¤è ×æðÙæðÚðUÜ
×ãUæÚUæCïþU âÚU·¤æÚU Ùð ×é¢Õ§ü ×ð´ ·¤ÚUèÕ
x,®®® ·¤ÚUæðÇ¸U L¤ÂØð ·¤è Üæ»Ì âð
×æðÙæðÚðUÜ ÂçÚUØæðÁÙæ àæéM¤ ·¤è Íè
Üðç·¤Ù ØãU ¥Õ âÈð¤Î ãUæÍè ÙÁÚU
¥æ ÚUãUè ãñUÐ ÂçÚUØæðÁÙæ ·¤æð àæéM¤ ãéU°
¥æÆU ßáü ÕèÌ ¿é·ð¤ ãñ´U ¥æñÚU §â·ð¤
¿ÜÌð àæãUÚU ·ð¤ ×ŠØ Öæ» ×ð´ Áæ×
¥æñÚU âÇ̧U·¤ Õ¢Î ãUæðÙð ·¤æ çâÜçâÜæ
Ü»æÌæÚU ¿Ü ÚUãUæ ãñUÐ ¥Õ ØãU
ÂçÚUØæðÁÙæ Õ¢Î ãUæðÙð Áñâè ãUè ãñUÐ
çÈ¤ÜãUæÜ §â·¤æ ·ð¤ßÜ °·¤ ÚðU·¤
¿ÜÙ ×ð́ ãñU Üðç·¤Ù ÖæÚUè ÕæçÚUàæ ·ð¤
·¤æÚU‡æ ©Uâ ×æ»ü ÂÚU Öè ÂçÚ¿æÜÙ
Ü»æÌæÚU ÕæçÏÌ ãUæð ÚUãUæ ãñUÐ ßðÌÙ
Öžææð́ ×ð́ ÎðÚUè ·ð¤ ¿ÜÌð ·¤×ü¿æÚUè Öè
âðßæ ·ð¤ ÂçÚU¿æÜÙ ×ð́ ÕãéUÌ ¥çÏ·¤
L¤ç¿ ÙãUè´ Üð ÚUãðU ãñ́UÐ ØãUè ·¤æÚU‡æ ãñU
ç·¤ SÅðUàæÙ ¹æÜè ÙÁÚU ¥æÌð ãñ´UÐ
°ðâð ×ð́ âßæÜ ØãU ©UÆUÌæ ãñU ç·¤ ¿ð́ÕêÚU
âð ×ãUæÜÿ×è ·ð¤ Õè¿ ¿ÜÙð ßæÜè
§â ×æðÙæðÚðUÜ ·¤æ §SÌð×æÜ ·¤æñÙ
·¤ÚUÌæ ãñUÑ ÁßæÕ ãñU ×é¢Õ§ü Öý×‡æ ÂÚU
¥æÙð ßæÜð ÂØüÅU·¤Ð 

ÁðÅUÜè ·¤è ÌæÚUèÈ¤

ÂæÆU·¤ ¥ÂÙè ÚUæØ ãU×ð´ §â ÂÌð ÂÚU �æðÁ â·¤Ìð ãñ´U Ñ â¢ÂæÎ·¤, çÕÁÙðâ SÅñ´UÇUÇUüU çÜç×ÅðUÇU, 
y, ÕãUæÎéÚU àææãU ÁÈ¤ÚU ×æ»ü, Ù§ü çÎËÜè � vv®®®w. ¥æÂ ãU×ð´ §ü×ðÜ Öè ·¤ÚU â·¤Ìð ãñ´U Ñ

lettershindi@bsmail.in ©Uâ Á»ãU ·¤æ ©UËÜð¹ ¥ßàØ ·¤Úð´U, ÁãUæ¢ âð ¥æÂ §ü×ðÜ ·¤ÚU ÚUãð ãñ´UÐ

âÚU·¤æÚU Ùð ç·¤âæÙô´ ·¤ô ¹æÎ
âçŽâÇUè âèÏð ©UÙ·ð¤ Õñ´·¤ ¹æÌð
×ð´ ÖðÁÙð ·¤è àæéL¤¥æÌ ·¤è ãñU

·¤æÙæÈê¤âè ¥æÂ·¤æ Âÿæ

»éL¤ßæÚU ·¤æð ÚUæ…Ø âÖæ ×ð´ ÕÁÅU ÂÚU ¿¿æü ÎæðÕæÚUæ àæéM¤ ãéU§üÐ §â
ÎæñÚUæÙ ·¤ÚUèÕ y® âð ¥çÏ·¤ âæ¢âÎæð´ Ùð ¥ÂÙè ÕæÌ ÚU¹èÐ §Ù×ð´
âžææÏæÚUè ÖæÁÂæ ·ð¤ ·é¤ÀU âæ¢âÎ Öè àææç×Ü ÍðÐ ÂÚ¢UÌé çàæÚUæð×ç‡æ
¥·¤æÜè ÎÜ ·ð¤ ÙÚðUàæ »éÁÚUæÜ ·¤æð ÀUæðÇU̧·¤ÚU ç·¤âè Ùð �æè çßžæ ×¢̃ æè
¥L¤‡æ ÁðÅUÜè ·¤æ çÁ·ý¤ ÙãUè´ ç·¤ØæÐ »éÁÚUæÜ ¥æñÚU ÁðÅUÜè ÎæðÙæð´
¥‘ÀðU ç×˜æ ãñ´UÐ »éÁÚUæÜ Ùð ·¤ãUæ ç·¤ ßãU ÁðÅUÜè ·¤æ Øæð»ÎæÙ ØæÎ
·¤ÚUÙæ ¿æãð́U»ð çÁ‹ãUæð́Ùð Âæ¢¿ âæÜ ÂãUÜð ¥ÍüÃØßSÍæ ·¤æð ÕãéUÌ ÕéÚUè
çSÍçÌ âð ©UÕæÚUæ ÍæÐ »éÁÚUæÜ Ùð ·¤ãUæ
ç·¤ ÁðÅUÜè Ùð ÚUæÁ·¤æðáèØ ¥ÙéàææâÙ
·¤æØ× ç·¤Øæ ¥æñÚU ßSÌé °ß¢ âðßæ
·¤ÚU ·¤æð Üæ»ê ·¤ÚUÙð ·¤æ ·¤æ×
ç·¤ØæÐ ¥·¤æÜè ÎÜ ·ð¤ âæ¢âÎ
Ùð ·¤ãUæ ç·¤ ßãU «¤‡æàææðÏÙ
¥ÿæ×Ìæ °ß¢ çÎßæçÜØæ â¢çãUÌæ
·ð¤ ç·ý¤Øæ‹ßØÙ ·ð¤ çÜ° Öè ÁðÅUÜè
·¤æð ÂêÚðU ¥¢·¤ ÎðÙæ ¿æãUÌð ãñ´UÐ
»æñÚUÌÜÕ ãñU ç·¤ SßæS‰Ø»Ì ·¤æÚU‡ææð́
âð ÁðÅUÜè âç·ý¤Ø ÚUæÁÙèçÌ âð
ÎêÚU ãñ́UÐ

çÕÙØ çâ‹ãUæ
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