Waiting for daybreak

Chandrayaan-2 missed this rendezvous with
the moon, but the next date is not too far

pulled back from launch just 56 minutes before its

scheduled liftoff on July 15. This was owing to a tech-
nical glitch in the GSLV Mark-III rocket launcher. No res-
cheduled date has been announced for launch. This has
no doubt served as a damper on those who eagerly
looked forward to India being only the fourth country
to launch a mission that would land on the moon, and
the very first to land on and explore its south pole re-
gion. Yet, it was best that the glitch was discovered be-
fore the launch. Rocket launches always have a nail-bit-
ing finish. Even the GSLV-D1, the slighter predecessor to
the GSLV Mark-III, suffered such a setback when it was
about to be launched for its first developmental test
flight in 2001. It was called off exactly one second be-
fore launch, as it was discovered that one of the four li-
quid propellant strap-on stages had not developed the
required thrust. This test flight was conducted just 21
days later, paving the way for several successful launch-
es of the GSLV rocket subsequently.

What seems to have touched the popular imagina-
tion is that the current launch window ends on July 16
and if this window is missed there could be an indefi-
nite delay in rescheduling the launch. Coupled with
news reports that checking and correcting the error
could take up to 10 days, this has led to dire pronounce-
ments of an indefinite postponement of the mission.
The ‘launch window’ is determined by several factors.
One of the most important considerations is that any
spot on the moon receives sunlight for approximately
14 (earth) days before being plunged in night for anoth-
er fourteen. The landing has to be timed so that it maxi-
mises the overlap with the sunlit days on that spot. This
is because the lander and the rover need solar energy to
power them and to keep the instruments warm. There-
fore, given a landing spot that can be seen from the
earth, the landing date has to coincide with the sixth
phase of the moon (first quarter) as seen from the
earth, on that spot. Secondly, once placed on the moon
orbit, Chandrayaan-2 must have full visibility to the
ground station, which will determine the time of oper-
ation of the landing. From the date of launch to the date
of landing, the planned interval is about 54 days. Much
of this time is needed for the Chandrayaan-2 mission to
make various orbital manoeuvres and operations, but
there is a leeway of a day or two to take some decisions.
A window that takes all this into account, is available for
about 10 minutes on each day now for about a week.
Such a window can be found every month. Other tight-
er windows are available but are high-risk options. So
even if Chandrayaan-2 misses its rendezvous with the
moon this month, it will find a date, perhaps even next
month, that will be suitable.

India’s second moon mission, Chandrayaan-2, was

Closerﬁn close

England did well to win the World Cup,
but New Zealand did not deserve to lose

ummit clashes of global sporting tournaments can
S often be underwhelming. One team revels in the

occasion, the other wilts, and a lopsided climax
occurs. But Sunday’s ICC World Cup final involving En-
gland and New Zealand at Lords wasn’t cut from the
same cloth. Never has a cricket match invested with
such magnitude concluded in a tie. The same finish line
was again replicated after the super over was taken to
break the stalemate. The rivals scored 241 apiece in
their respective innings and drew level at 15 in the super
over. Ideally both units should have shared the trophy
but the quest for a singular winner and a tournament
law that mentioned cumulative boundaries as the ulti-
mate deal-breaker, helped England pip New Zealand.
The host had 26 strikes past the ropes, well ahead of the
visitor’s 17. For a contest of gladiatorial proportions, it
was perhaps an unfair judgment. In the current popu-
lar imagination both squads are champions, but after
many years when only cold statistics linger, England
will have the halo and New Zealand will remain the bri-
desmaid. The tussle that kept London agog had many
stars, but one player shone the brightest. Ben Stokes,
who had spoken about how England cannot be denied,
rose to the occasion, and his splendid unbeaten 84
helped Eoin Morgan’s men keep pace with Kane Wil-
liamson’s unsung heroes.

England, the willow game’s birthplace, needed this
triumph to resuscitate the sport which is waning across
the country. The game’s followers belong to an older
demographic space and Asian immigrants, while the
youth root for football. A win of this scale should in-
crease footfalls at various training academies and
grounds, and the talent base will widen. For New Zea-
land, the second consecutive loss at the last hurdle will
hurt, but unlike in the 2015 edition where it succumbed
meekly to co-host Australia, here it fought with all its
might, be it crucial runs or decisive wickets. The Black
Caps dished out outstanding fielding, and in a face-off
of slender margins every run saved has deep ramifica-
tions. Williamson, who excelled with the bat and
amassed 578 runs, was a brilliant captain and he never
lost his sense of grace. Judged the ‘Player of the Tourna-
ment’, the Kiwi skipper and his men can return home
with their heads held high. For a championship that
featured skewed games and four rained-out fixtures in
its first part, the second stage proved engrossing and
the final was the piece-de-resistance. The World Cup al-
so held a mirror to cricket’s overall health. Except for
England, New Zealand, Australia, India and to some ex-
tent Pakistan, the other squads have become weak and
the respective boards have to address structural flaws.
The sport needs robust competition, not jaded outfits.

A test of law and justice

The challenges made to the 103rd constitutional amendment present a more difficult judicial examination than usual
State of Kerala v. N.M. Thomas

SUHRITH PARTHASARATHY

onstitutional challenges are
C often described as hard cas-

es. This is, however, seldom
true. Invariably, disputes possess a
simple solution. We can debate ov-
er what theories of interpretation
to apply and over whether the text
of a clause needs to be read literal-
ly or in light of its historical back-
ground, but in most cases, the Su-
preme Court’s own precedent and
commonly accepted legal theories
provide an easy enough guide to
finding a principled answer. The
challenges made to the 103rd con-
stitutional amendment, though,
which a two-judge bench of the Su-
preme Court is slated to hear this
month, present a rather more diffi-

cult test.

Here, the issues involved con-
cern questions both over whether
the amendment infringes the ex-
tant idea of equality, and over
whether that idea is so intrinsic to
the Constitution, that departing
from it will somehow breach the
document’s basic structure. The

der the quota.

pothesis

status to all persons.

court’s answers to these questions

will operate not merely within the
realm of the law but will also likely
have a deep political bearing — for
at stake here is the very nature of
justice that India’s democracy em-

bodies.

The law, which was introduced
in January this year, amends Arti-
cles 15 and 16 of the Constitution,
and grants to government the
power to provide for reservation
in appointments to posts under
the state and in admissions to edu-
cational institutions to “economi-
cally weaker sections of citizens
[EWS]”. At first blush, this reserva-
tion, which can extend up to 10% tem  of

of the total seats available, may not
appear to impinge on the existing
constitutional arrangement. But
what it does mandate is a quota
that will apply only to citizens oth-
er than the classes that are already
eligible for reservation. Conse-
quently, persons belonging to
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes and persons who are not
part of the creamy layer of the Oth-
er Backward Classes will not be
eligible to the seats available un-

According to the petitioners in
the Supreme Court, the central hy-
of the amendment,
where reservation is predicated on
individual economic status, vio-
lates the Constitution’s basic struc-
ture. In their belief, the law, by
providing for affirmative action
unmindful of the structural in-
equalities inherent in India’s socie-
ty, overthrows the prevailing ra-
tionale for reservations. In doing
so, they argue, the amendment
destroys the Constitution’s idea of
equal opportunity. The Union of
India argues that while the Consti-
tution demands equality, it does
not confine Parliament to any sin-
gular vision. According to it, the
power to amend the Constitution
must necessarily include a power
to decide how to guarantee equal

Meaning and purpose

In some senses, as sociologist Gail
Omvedt wrote in these pages
(“The purpose of reservation - 17,
March 24, 2000), “the whole his-
tory of the struggle for reservation
has also been a debate about its ve-
ry meaning and purpose”. When
reservations were first introduced
by some of the princely states the
policy was seen largely as an alle-
viative measure. For instance, in
the princely State of Mysore,
where privileged castes had cor-
nered virtually every post availa-
ble under the government, a sys-
reservations ~ was

o
=
o
I
a
~
o
o
=
wv
=
wv
rh}
[C]
<
=
>
~
[
w
[C]

introduced denominating com-
munities as “Backward Classes”,
and providing for them a larger
share in the administration. By the
time the Constitution was being
drafted as a reading of the Consti-
tuent Assembly’s debates shows
us, the rationale for reservations
had broadened. The Constitution’s
framers saw the measure as a pro-
mise against prejudice, as a tool to
assimilate deprived groups into
public life, and as a means of repa-
ration, to compensate persons be-
longing to those groups for the re-
prehensible acts of discrimination
wrought on them through history.
Marc Galanter has called this a

compensatory
principle.

A hand-to-mouth Budget

It is inescapable from the arithmetic that revenue expenditures and tax revenues are in need of serious corrections

W
PUJA MEHRA

collections.

inance Minister Nirmala Sith-
F araman began a new practice

in the Union Budget, present-
ed on July 5, when she relegated
the numbers, or the budgeting, to
the fine print, in a break with tra-
dition; they are usually presented
as a part of the speech on the floor

of the House in Parliament.

What are the compulsions that
could have made her shy away
from stating the numbers as her
predecessors have done earlier, no
matter how uncomfortable the fis-

cal position?

Falling tax revenues

The Central government’s tax re-
venues for the financial year end-
ing March-end 2019 — as reported
by the Controller General of Ac-
counts (CGA) — fell short of the In-
terim Budget’s estimates (that the
Modi government presented in its
first tenure) in February by a

whopping 0.9% of GDP.

The CGA’s figures show that di-
rect tax collections for 2018-19 fell
short by 374,774 crore while those
of indirect tax collections were by

393,198 crore.

The Budget Speech saved the
Modi government the embarrass-

from 5.5 to 5.3.

Ms. Sitharaman has now bud-
geted for lower tax revenue in the
ongoing financial year, 2019-20,
than her predecessor,
Goyal had in the Interim Budget.

The new Budget estimate for
gross tax revenue is 390,936 crore
lower than what was projected in
the Interim Budget. This is despite
the higher surcharge Ms. Sithara-
man has imposed on income-tax
for those earning more than ¥ 2
crore and a range of hikes she has
levied on customs duties.

The new Budget estimates show
that the government does not ex-
pect to improve its performance
on tax collections in the current
year: Gross tax revenue-GDP ratio
is budgeted to slip from 11.9% in
2018-19 to 11.7% in 2019-20. While
the direct tax-to-GDP ratio is ex-
pected to go from 6.4 to 6.3, the in-
direct tax-to-GDP ratio will reduce

To fill the gaping hole on the tax
revenue side, significantly higher
non-tax revenues have been bud-
geted than the estimates of the In-
terim Budget. Dividends and pro-
fits from public sector enterprises
are budgeted at 31,63,528 crore
compared to %1,36,072 crore in Fe- The
bruary. This includes an extraordi-
narily large increase in dividends
from the Reserve Bank of India
from the 368,000 crore it paid last

ment of owning up to this shortfall
on the floor of the House, alth-
ough this is not the first time that a
government has overestimated tax
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Yet, despite the expanded justi-
fication, the basic foundational
logic for reservations was still
predicated on a demand for a fair-
er and more representative share
in political administration. This is
demonstrated by R.M. Nalavade’s
comment in the Constituent As-
sembly. “Our experience in the
provinces, though there are provi-
sions for reservation in the servic-
es, is bitter,” he said. “Even though
the depressed classes are educat-
ed and qualified, they are not gi-
ven chances of employment under
the Provincial Governments. Now
that we have provided for this in
the Constitution itself, there is no
fear for the Scheduled castes. Ac-
cording to this clause we can be
adequately represented in the pro-
vincial as well as in the Central

year to 390,000 crore.

The Budget now estimates
%1,05,000 crore to be raised
through disinvestment,
than the 390,000 crore that Mr.
Goyal had projected in the Interim
Budget and the ¥80,000 crore
raised in 2018-19.

Tapping public enterprises

On the revenue side, therefore,
the government proposes to make
up for its below-expectations per-
formance by extracting more from
profitable public sector enterpris-
es (PSEs); the economy would
have been better off had these en-
terprises taken the lead in rolling
out fresh investments, thereby
generating growth impulses for
the rest of the economy.

As a percentage of GDP, non-tax
revenue is budgeted to grow from
1.3% in 2018-19 to 1.5% in 2019-20.
expenditure
show that the money the govern-
ment is raising from assets,
through disinvestment and ex-
tracting from the PSEs through di-

services.”

discrimination

vidends, is not going towards sig-
nificantly
investments. This is because much
of it is getting spent on providing
for salaries, pensions, subsidies
and interest payments on past
borrowings.

This is why the Budget present-
ed by Ms. Sitharaman is a hand-to-
mouth Budget. She did well in re-
sisting demands for a fiscal stimu-
lus to pump prime the economy.
That is also what has made it a fis-
cally prudent budget.

The revenue expenditure is
budgeted to grow to 324,47,780
crore in 2019-20, an increase of
14.3% over the revised estimate for
the previous year.

The fiscal gap between expendi-
tures and revenues will be fi-
nanced by borrowing ¥7.10 lakh
crore. In 2019-20, the outgo to-
wards interest payments is budget-
ed at36,60,471 crore, or more than
a third of the total revenue

higher

receipts.

growth.

estimates

By providing for a more propor-
tionate distribution of the share in
administration, the programme of
reservations,
would end at least some of caste-
based domination of jobs, particu-
larly of employment in the public
sector — a domination that was
built over thousands of years,
where Dalits and Adivasis were de-
nied access to equal status. As Ms.
Omvedt has pointed out, the stra-
tegy behind reservations could,
therefore, never have involved an
attack on pure economic back-
wardness. The idea was always to
disavow caste-monopoly in the pu-
blic sector.

Theory of justice

Even when the Constitution’s first
amendment was introduced in
1951, to allow the state to make
special provisions beyond reserva-
tions in public employment for
“the advancement of any socially
and educationally backward class-
es of citizens, or for the Scheduled
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes”,
the rationale, as the lawyer Malavi-
ka Prasad has argued, remained
constant. Attempts made at the
time to categorise individuals on
the basis of economic status were
expressly rejected. Behind this
thinking was a distinctive theory
of justice: that by according a grea-
ter share in public life to historical-
ly disadvantaged groups the rela-
tive position of those groups
would stand enhanced. No doubt
such a policy would not, in and of
itself, help eliminate the various
inequalities produced by the caste
system, but it was believed it
would represent a resolute effort
to eliminate at least some of the
caste-based domination prevailing
in society.

Indeed, the policy and the idea
of justice that undergirds it have
been seen as so indispensable to
the Constitution’s aims and pur-
poses that the Supreme Court in

The government’s interest pay-
ments for past borrowings, the lar-
gest component of the revenue ex-
penditure, are budgeted to grow in
nominal terms, from 11.1% in 2018-
19 to 12.4% in 2019-20, or faster
than even the estimated GDP

Capital expenditure of the go-
vernment is budgeted at ¥3,38,569
crore for 2019-20 which reflects a
growth of 6.9% over the revised es-
timate of 2018-19. In other words,
capital expenditure is projected to
grow at a rate slower than the pro-

it was believed,
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(1975) held that reservations based
on social and educational back-
wardness, far from being an ex-
ception ought to be seen as an in-
trinsic facet of the idea of equality.

Unseating equality

It is in departing from this logic
that the 103rd amendment unseats
the Constitution’s code of equality.
Pure financial ability is a transient
criterion; it doesn’t place people
into a definite group requiring spe-
cial privileges. If anything, allow-
ing for reservation on such a prin-
ciple only further fortifies the
ability of powerful castes to retain

their positions of authority, by
creating an even greater monopol-

isation of their share in adminis-
tration. If such an end is indeed
the vision, it’s difficult to see how
the elementary conception of
equality guaranteed by the Consti-
tution can continue to survive.
Now, no doubt the Supreme
Court may, on the face of things,
consider Parliament as possessing
the power to altogether dismantle
the Constitution’s existing idea of
equality without simultaneously
demolishing the document’s basic
structure. But, if nothing else,
when the court hears the challeng-
es made to the 103rd amendment,
it must see the petitioners’ argu-
ments as representing a credibly
defensible view. The least the
court ought to do, therefore, is to
refer the case to a constitution
bench, given that Article 145(3)
mandates such an enquiry on any
issue involving a substantial ques-
tion of law concerning the Consti-
tution’s interpretation, and, in the
meantime, stay the operation of
the amendment until such a bench
hears the case fully. Should the

court fail to do so the government

expanding  public

will surely one day present to it a
cruel fait accompli.

Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate
practising at the Madras High Court

jected rate of GDP growth.

This comes when the Budget
speech made much about the
need to revive investments to ac-
celerate GDP growth. Ms. Sithara-
man emphasised in her speech

that investments of I100 lakh

crore would be needed cumula-
tively over the next five years to
boost infrastructure; this works
out to be around 320 lakh crore a
year.

She did not say where this mo-
ney would come from. Current
savings and investment rates in
the economy cannot provide for
such large sums. Perhaps the hope
is that foreign investors will deploy
in India cheap funds they will be
able to raise in advanced econo-
mies where the costs of borrow-
ings are expected to reduce as the
global economy enters a phase of
weak economic growth and trade.

Be that as it may, what is not
clear is how the government ex-

pects the Budget to be called ‘pro-

investments’.

It is inescapable from the Bud-
get arithmetic, though, that reve-
nue expenditures and the tax reve-
nues are
corrections. If they were in better
shape, significant expansions in

in need of serious

public investments would have

been possible.

Puja Mehra is a Delhi-based journalist.
She is the author of the book, ‘The Lost
Decade (2008-18): How India’s Growth
Story Devolved Into Growth Without a
Story’
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Chandrayaan-2 delay
Indians need not lose heart
after the launch of the
Chandrayaan-2 mission was
stopped due to a technical
glitch. The Indian Space
Research Organisation is
one of the finest institutions
of the country and has
carried out several world-
class missions successfully
over the past few decades,
despite the absence of a
lavish budget. The
institution is the pride of
India and should be an
inspiration to many
developing countries.

MEENA YADEM,
Hyderabad

The Karnataka crisis
Whatever be the rights or
legality of the actions of the
MLAs in Karnataka, are
they performing their
duties as elected

representatives of their
constituencies (Editorial,
“Karnataka conundrum,”
July 15)? Are they looking
after the interests of the
people? Are they being true
to the oath taken at the
time of their induction as
legislators? They seem to be
just blatantly advancing
their own interests to claim
power and position, which
is their sole objective of
getting into politics.
Political parties nurture
them for their own survival.
Why doesn’t the public see
through this game and
protest against such grand
betrayals?

M.K. ANANTHA SWAMY,
Bengaluru

Honours tied

The semi-final clash
between Australia and
South Africa in 1999 was for

long considered the
greatest World Cup match
ever played (‘Sport’ page,
“Ecstasy for England, agony
for New Zealand in a
humdinger,” July 15). This
Sunday’s contest, also
hosted by England, can
now lay its claims over the
epithet. Following the
humdinger, neither
England nor New Zealand
deserved to lose. It is a
shame for cricket’s
governing body that such a
great match had to be
decided on the basis of
such a farcical metric. It is
high time the International
Cricket Council revisits its
rule book to provide some
predictability when it
comes to giving closure to
such fiercely fought
encounters. However, for a
cricket fan, it is heartening
to see a new World Cup

champion emerge for the
first time since 1996.

L.S. HAREESH,
Chennai

= A ‘Super Over’ at the end of
a Cricket match is meant to
decide the winner of a
knock-out contest. But what
happens if the tie-breaker
itself ends up in a stalemate?
England was handed over
the World Cup by virtue of
having scored more
boundaries, a rule that needs
to be revisited. Why couldn’t
both teams have been
declared winners and made
to share the World Cup? Why
should the result have
caused ecstasy for one team
and agony for the other
when the performance, and
the scores, were on such an
even keel?

VICTOR FRANK A.,
Chennai

m The scores were: 241 for 8
for New Zealand and 241 all
out for England. The Super-
Over also resulted in a tie.
Hence, to decide the result
on the basis of a lone statistic
of boundaries scored looked
like a travesty. Both the
teams could have been
declared joint winners.

S.V.S. MANI,
Chennai

It was a feast for sport lovers
as two high-profile events
reached their climax in the
same city, in the same style,
within minutes of each other.
The Cricket World Cup
match provided unmatched
thrills, a contest of equals
where the dominance passed
repeatedly from one team to
the other in a seesaw battle
that ended in an incredible
tie. And then the Super Over
also produced a tie, proving

that there was little to choose
between England and New
Zealand. Then came the
anticlimax. In the final of
such a major event, there
should have been a more
sensible way to break the
deadlock. An additional
Super Over would not have
been out of place. Even
declaring the teams as joint
winners was acceptable.
Around the same time at
Wimbledon, Roger Federer
and Novak Djokovic,
produced a classic final
(Sports page, “Djokovic
leaves Federer heart-broken
after epic finale”, July 15).
Again, it was a match neither
player deserved to lose. And
again, a new rule to break
the tie was the culprit.

P.P. MENON,
Kochi
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Creating a fair digital payments market

Local firms will be at a disadvantage if big tech companies are given plum roles

PADMASHREE GEHL SAMPATH

Since early last year, WhatsApp has
busily piloted its payment system in
India. WhatsApp Pay relies on the In-
dian government’s Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) system to facilitate in-
ter-bank transactions. Regulatory ap-
proval that would allow its nation-
wide introduction is stuck on one
point: the Indian government has
asked WhatsApp to localise all data
processing related to payment tran-
sactions in India and not on Face-
book’s servers in the U.S. This is well
in line with the government’s exist-
ing technology vision for the digital
economy, which hinges on data lo-
calisation as the magic bullet to solve
multiple problems ranging from pre-
vention of personal data misuse to
promotion of local enterprises. Un-
fortunately, it misses a number of
other issues and hidden costs of this
current deal and raises broader is-
sues on big tech’s foray into financial
services, especially payments.

The case of WhatsApp Pay

In the case of WhatsApp Pay, its pa-
rent company, Facebook, has come
under scrutiny for harmful content,
lack of privacy, and data misuse in re-
cent years. The large amounts of so-
cial media data that Facebook sits on,
its habit of using private user data to
promote business, and its reluctance
to adhere to policy have led to radical
suggestions of breaking up big tech.
Facebook, in response, has rolled
out a new plan to reinvent its busi-
ness, which is to build a new privacy-
focused platform that integrates
WhatsApp, Instagram and Messen-
ger. This will provide end-to-end en-
cryption for consumers and business
services along with direct payment
options. As The Economist recently
noted, if this succeeds, it would
make it more difficult to argue for big
tech to be sliced up.

The only hitch in this new busi-
ness plan is that Facebook is relative-
ly new to the digital payments mar-
ket and cannot gain a foothold in the
U.S., where PayPal has the largest
consumer base. This is where it be-
comes important to make WhatsApp

- ‘-“ :

Pay successful in India. India is What-
sApp’s largest market in the world
with over 250 million monthly users.
Once WhatsApp Pay catches on in In-
dia, Facebook intends to introduce it
in other developing countries. Thus,
the decision to allow WhatsApp Pay
in India can catapult Facebook into
the big league in the global digital
payments market where companies
like Alibaba’s Alipay and Tencent’s
WeChat are making waves.

India’s digital vision talks about
data sovereignty and giving domestic
firms an advantage. The digital pay-
ments market, with 800 million mo-
bile users in the country of which
more than 430 million have Internet
access, is estimated to grow to over
$1 trillion by 2025. If India is serious
about giving local firms an advan-
tage, it should leverage this immense
opportunity. With the right policy in-
centives, local firms could capture
large shares of the digital payments
market to become e-commerce
players on a global scale, as China’s
experience shows. In China, domes-
tic enterprises were strategically ena-
bled to use the local market to
emerge as global champions. Today,
WeChat combines the functional fea-
tures of several online platforms in-
cluding Facebook, WhatsApp, PayPal
and Uber Eats. Over 300 million us-
ers worldwide use WeChat payments
for everything, right from ordering
food to paying hospital bills, a model
that all firms want to emulate.

But giving WhatsApp Pay a plum
role in the digital payments market
achieves the opposite because if the
deal goes ahead, it will automatically
give WhatsApp Pay a large advantage

It no longer runs in the family

Political power in the Indian subcontinent
seems to be drifting away from dynasties

SYED MUNIR KHASRU

Ever since the British left the Indian
subcontinent, most South Asian na-
tions have seen dynastic leadership.
India’s Congress Party, led by the
Nehru-Gandhi family, has been in
power for a better part of the coun-
try’s post-Independence modern his-
tory. Similarly, the Bhuttos/Zardaris
and the Sharifs led Pakistan for years.
Sri Lanka was governed by the Ban-
daranaikes for years and the Rajapak-
sas later. In Bangladesh, two political
families — those of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and Zia ur-Rahman — have
dominated the political landscape.

That said, leaders belonging to
political dynasties have not always
had a glorious reign. We only need to
consider the tragic fate that befell the
Bhuttos — Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and his
daughter Benazir Bhutto — both of
whom died untimely deaths. In In-
dia, Indira Gandhi and her son Rajiv
Gandhi were both assas-
sinated.

At times, the end of
one family’s dominance
brings the ascendance of
another. We need to con-
sider Sri Lanka’s situa-
tion here, where rule by
one family, the Bandara-
naikes, was followed
soon by the rise of anoth-
er, the Rajapaksas. As President, Ma-
hinda Rajapaksa appointed his broth-
ers to key positions.

Examples of Imran, Modi
However, today, political power in
the subcontinent seems to be drifting
away from dynasties. In Pakistan, Im-
ran Khan, a cricketer-turned-politi-
cian, and in India, Narendra Modi, a
swayamsevak, have become Prime
Ministers.

Here, the resignation of Rahul
Gandhi as Congress president can be
considered a significant develop-
ment for India. Mr. Gandhi, who de-
cided to relinquish the post after his
party’s defeat in the general elec-
tions, formally entered electoral pol-
itics as a 34-year-old MP in 2004 and
was expected to have a major sway
over India’s youth. However, succes-
sive defeats of Congress in 2014 and
2019 have demonstrated that he
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could not bring young voters into the
party’s fold. However, refreshingly,
Mr. Gandhi desisted from playing the
blame game.

Inspiring hope

Further, while Mr. Gandhi may have
failed to have his finger on the pulse
of the electorate, he did inspire some
hope for the future of his party by
owning up to its lapses and seeking to
forge a more democratic future for
the organisation. Thus, his resigna-
tion has opened a pathway for edu-
cated, charismatic and able leaders
to assume charge, not just those from
his own family.

Mr. Gandhi sought to distinguish
himself from his political adversaries
by saying: “Where they see differenc-
es, I see similarity. Where they see
hatred, I see love. What they fear, I
embrace.” He certainly made an in-
delible impression when he conclud-
ed his resignation letter with these
powerful words: “It is a
habit in India that the
powerful cling to power,
no one sacrifices power.
But we will not defeat
our opponents without
sacrificing the desire for
power and fighting a
deeper ideological bat-
tle”

Looking at other
countries, as South Asia sheds dynas-
tic politics, space is being created for
leaders like Nepal’s K.P. Sharma Oli,
Bhutan’s doctor-turned-Prime Minis-
ter Lotay Tshering and The Maldi-
ves’s Ibrahim Mohamed Solih.

However, voters need not reject a
candidate solely because he/she is
from a political family. There can be
meritocracy even when a dynast
works his way up the political ladder
by virtue of his skills. The challenge
here is to ensure that those from
humble origins have the same access
to the corridors of power as the most
privileged. As one of the world’s most
vibrant democracies, India can in-
spire merit-based democratic socie-
ties. On that note, Mr. Gandhi has led
by example.

Syed Munir Khasru heads the Institute for
Policy, Advocacy and Governance

over all other Indian firms that are
currently operating without the ad-
vantage of relying on a large social
media and messaging base as What-
sApp does. This creates a ‘winner-
takes-most’ dynamic that competi-
tion authorities worldwide are be-
coming wary of: simply because
WhatsApp already has the econo-
mies of scale and network externali-
ties, it will manage to integrate it into
an entirely new sector, with undue
advantages that it should normally
not benefit from. To top it all, Face-
book will also receive a cut in all
WhatsApp Pay transactions conduct-
ed in India. Similar concerns with
market power can exist with allow-
ing other large firms like Google Pay
and Amazon Pay, but these will need
to be assessed individually while
making decisions for the national
digital payments market. What mat-
ters most is that without a level play-
ing field, even the most well-meaning
policy incentives will not safeguard
the expansion of local firms in the
digital payments arena, thus severely
limiting the capacity of local firms to
benefit from the potential of India’s
own digital payments market.

Fallouts for privacy

The largest fallouts of granting mar-
ket approval to a global player will be
in the area of privacy. In the particu-
lar instance of WhatsApp Pay, the
deal will give Facebook access to data
on how people across countries are
spending their money. Even if What-
SApp agrees to set up data localisa-
tion in India, the localisation require-
ment of the government is limited to
payments data only. As a result, Fa-

cebook will still have access to meta-
data on all payment transactions,
which can be matched with the data
that the company already has access
to on Instagram, Messenger and
WhatsApp for the same users. With
all of that, Facebook will be able to
match user profiles on its social me-
dia websites with the user profiles
that are authenticated by the UPI sys-
tem in India. This would not only
make Facebook the second biggest
identification issuer in India after the
Indian government, it would also
make Facebook the best repository
of data covering all areas of life — so-
cial and financial — on all Indian us-
ers. This kind of data pooling would
never be allowed in the U.S. where fi-
nancial privacy laws protect against
such an outcome, so why should this
be allowed in India? Similar risks ex-
ist in the case of Google Pay or Ama-
zon Pay, where payments data can be
matched with other existing reposi-
tories with outcomes that are not de-
sirable and may/may not be as dras-
tic as in the case of WhatsApp Pay.

These examples of big tech and fi-
nance help illustrate some of the
complexities of digital markets. To
address safe digital transformation,
we need a policy that focuses on the
nitty-gritty of implementation and
coordination. We need to be clear on
how digital technologies will trans-
form different sectors, especially fi-
nance and payments, with a view to
promoting competition, enabling lo-
cal firms, protecting consumer wel-
fare and promoting data sovereignty.
In the specific case of the digital pay-
ments market, we need the elabora-
tion of clear guidelines that enable
the development of a digital pay-
ments market, going beyond require-
ments for storing and processing
payments. Data localisation is costly,
and consumers not only need pro-
tection that these compliance costs
will not be passed on to them by bu-
sinesses, but they also need clarity
on how their data will be stored, for
how long, and what uses will be pro-
hibited. Local firms will need much
more space and support in the digital
payments market to be able to create
new jobs, new prospects and digital
dividends. These are crucial to gua-
rantee the rights of all Indians as we
move from a cash-based to a cashless
economy.

Padmashree Gehl Sampath is a Fellow at
Harvard University

A WASH for healthcare

Without adequate water, sanitation and hygiene amenities,
infection control is severely compromised

POONAM KHETRAPAL SINGH

Healthcare facilities are many and varied.
Some are primary, others are tertiary. Many
are public, some are private. Some meet
specific needs, whether dentistry
or occupational therapy, and
some are temporary, providing
acute care when disaster strikes.

Whatever their differences,
and wherever they’re located,
adequate water, sanitation and
hygiene (WASH) amenities, in-
cluding waste management and
environmental cleaning services, are critical
to their safe functioning. When a healthcare
facility lacks adequate WASH services, infec-
tion prevention and control are severely
compromised. This has the potential to
make patients and health workers sick from
avoidable infections. As a result (and in addi-
tion), efforts to improve maternal, neonatal
and child health are undermined. Lack of
WASH facilities also results in unnecessary
use of antibiotics, thereby spreading antimi-
crobial resistance.

As a joint report published earlier this
year by the World Health Organization and
the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) outlines,
WASH services in many facilities across the
world are missing or substandard. According
to data from 2016, an estimated 896 million
people globally had no water service at their
healthcare facility. More than 1.5 billion had
no sanitation service. One in every six
healthcare facilities was estimated to have
no hygiene service (meaning it lacked hand
hygiene facilities at points of care, as well as
soap and water at toilets), while data on
waste management and environmental
cleaning was inadequate across the board.

Enhancing primary health-care

In WHO’s South-East Asia region, efforts to
tackle the problem and achieve related Sus-
tainable Development Goal (SDG) targets are
being vigorously pursued. As outlined at a
WHO-supported meeting in New Delhi in
March, improving WASH services in health-
care facilities is crucial to accelerating pro-
gress towards each of the region’s ‘flagship
priorities’, especially the achievement of un-
iversal health coverage. Notably, improving
WASH services was deemed essential to en-
hancing the quality of primary healthcare
services, increasing equity and bridging the
rural-urban divide.

DATA POINT

By Vignesh Radhakrishnan &
Niharika Pandya

Ebbs and flows

Shifting origins
The U.S. has seen a drop in imports from
China due to the tariff war between

the two countries. Vietnam and Taiwan
have benefited from the tariff escalation A
with their exports to the U.S. surging.
However, India is yet to cash in.

Graph 1 plots the volume of goods sent to the
U.S. by select countries between Jan. and May -40
2019 against the change in volume from the same
period in 2018. The size of the circle corresponds
to export volume in 2019. The colour indicates

Gains and losses

The graphs plot the same indicators as those in graph 1 for select
nations: China, Vietnam and India for specific commodities. Each
circle is a commodity. The graphs consider commodities which
exceeded $1 bn in export value
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A World Health Assembly Resolution
passed in May is hoping to catalyse domestic
and external investments to help reach the
global targets. These include ensuring at
least 60% of all healthcare facilities have bas-
ic WASH services by 2022; at least 80% have
the same by 2025; and 100% of all facilities
provide basic WASH services by 2030.

For this, member states should imple-
ment each of the WHO- and UNICEF-recom-
mended practical steps. First, health author-
ities should conduct in-depth assessments
and establish national standards
and accountability mechanisms.
Across the region, and the world, a
lack of quality baseline data limits
authorities’ understanding of the
problem. As this is done, and na-
tional road-maps to improve WASH
services are developed, health
authorities should create clear and
measurable benchmarks that can be used to
improve and maintain infrastructure and en-
sure that facilities are ‘fit to serve’.

Educating the health workers

Second, health authorities should increase
engagement and work to instil a culture of
cleanliness and safety in all health-care facil-
ities. Alongside information campaigns that
target facility administrators, all workers in
the health system — from doctors and nurses
to midwives and cleaners — should be made
aware of, and made to practise, current
WASH and infection prevention and control
procedures (IPC). To help do this, modules
on WASH services and IPC should be includ-
ed in pre-service training and as part of on-
going professional development. In addi-
tion, authorities should work more closely
with communities, especially in rural areas,
to promote demand for WASH services.

And third, authorities should ensure that
collection of data on key WASH indicators
becomes routine. Doing so will help acceler-
ate progress by promoting continued action
and accountability. It will also help spur in-
novation by documenting the links between
policies and outcomes. To make that hap-
pen, WHO is working with member states as
well as key partners to develop a data dash-
board that brings together and tracks indica-
tors on health facilities, including WASH ser-
vices, with a focus on the primary care level.

As member states strive to achieve the
‘flagship priorities’ and work towards the
SDG targets, that outcome is crucial. Indeed,
whatever the healthcare facility, whoever
the provider, and wherever it is located, se-
curing safe health services is an objective
member states must boldly pursue.

Poonam Khetrapal Singh is regional director, WHO,
South-East Asia
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Hurdles to reconciliation

The chances of reconciliation between the
Prime Minister and the “Syndicate” over the
Presidential nomination are being ham-
pered by an almost conspiratorial atmosph-
ere of crisis being built up by the busybodies
on both sides on the eve of the Congress Par-
liamentary Party meetings this week-end. It
was thought by some well-meaning interme-
diaries that they would be able to calm tem-
pers after the dust had settled - and the de-
bris of the explosion in the Parliamentary
Board had been cleared - but unfortunately
the hot-heads in both the camps are running
around with oil cans instead of water and
stoking fires in the name of stamping them
out in good time. The Prime Minister, Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, has not yet come face to face
either with the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr.
Morarji Desai, or the Home Minister, Mr. Y.
B. Chavan, after the showdown in Banga-
lore. And no Cabinet or committee meetings
have been fixed for the next day or two to
avoid them personal embarrassment before
they are ready to sit together again to tran-
sact Government business and settle some
pending policy matters before Parliament
meets on Monday [July 21]. The Prime Minis-
ter, Mrs. Gandhi to-day called on the acting
President, Mr. V. V. Giri, who told her that
there was no question of his withdrawing
from the Presidential contest.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO juULY 16, 1919.
Coal Prices. Strong Labour Criticism.

A White Paper is issued [in London] showing
the basis on which the box shilling increase
in the cost of coal per ton is calculated. The
deficiency in working the coal industry for
twelve months beginning July 16th is esti-
mated at over forty six millions sterling. The
output is estimated at 217 million tons. De-
ducting the quantity on which increased
price will not be effective namely 56 million
tons comprising 18 millions for consumption
at collieries, six million for miners' use and
32 million sold at open market prices above
the minimum for export and bunkers, there
remains 161 million tons over which the esti-
mated deficiency is spread necessitating an
increase in price of 5-9% 6s. The increase in
the price of coal is absorbing the public. Ma-
nufactures are drawing the gloomiest pic-
ture of the effects on home export trades.
The estimated cost of Lancashire cotton in-
dustry is five millions extra and all industries
are proportionately affected. The miners are
furious at the Government announcement.
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