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CHANDRAYAAN-2:INDIA’S ATTEMPT TO LAND ON MOON

Technical glitch aborts moon mission,
next launch date could be much later

ISRO says countdown stopped 56 minutes before liftoff; though window exists today, launch unlikely

AMITABH SINHA
SRIHARIKOTA, JULY 15

JUST UNDER an hour before
liftoff, India’s first attempt at
landing a spacecraft on the
moon was aborted early
Monday morning after a techni-
cal snag was detected in the
GSLV-MKIII rocket.

Without giving any details,
an Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) statement
said: “Revised launch date would

Dissenting voices in
Govt: Surcharge on
rich may well end up
hurting investment

SUNNY VERMA
& ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

A SECTION within the Central
government is of the view that
the Budget proposal slapping a
higher surcharge on the super
rich will effectively discourage
new investors and exacerbate
the trend of migration of high
net worth individuals from India.
The imposition is seen as being
in contradiction with the overall
theme of the Budget — that of
fostering private participation to
catalyse areversal in the sluggish
investment sentiment in the
country.

A top policy maker in the
NDA government, who spoke to
The Indian Express on the condi-
tion of anonymity, said the sur-
charge will have the “most dele-
terious” impact on investments
in the country and push out uni-
corns (new age companies with
valuation above $1billion) and
discourage the inflow of high
quality human capital that India

Rs12000 crbut
atwhat cost?

AN ADDITIONAL rev-
enue of Rs 12,000 crore
is being factored via sur-
charge imposed on the
super rich but experts
warn that this is far out-
weighed by its adverse
impact on investments.
The new tax will hit in-
vestment trusts through
which many foreign in-
vestors put money into
India’s stock markets.

was just beginning to attract.
“When we impose high sur-
charge on people earning over
$200,000-300,000(roughly more
than Rs 2 crore), they may not
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Bracing for SC hearing
& trust vote, Karnataka
parties hide their MLAs

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JULY 15

AS HE made his way through the
ruling members lounge in the
Karnataka Assembly Monday,
Chief  Minister H D
Kumaraswamy spotted an MLA
from his party Raja Venkatappa
Nayak.

“Where were you yesterday?
We thought you had joined the
rebels when you went missing,”
he told the MLA, who rose from
his seat to greet the CM. The
JD(S) Raichur MLA quickly
explained that it was only a
rumour. “Keep your courage up.
It will all work out”
Kumaraswamy told Nayak,
whose name has been among

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

those likely to join a group of 13
Congress-JD(S) rebels who have
resigned and have been holed up

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

be announced later.”

It was not clear immediately
how soon that new launch date
could be. ISRO officials indicated
thatit could take up toa few days
to assess the seriousness of the
problem. It could rule out another
attempt at the launch in the cur-
rent window of opportunity
which is available only until
Tuesday (July 16). The nextlaunch
date could be months later.

The countdown to the launch
was stopped at 56 minutes
ahead of the scheduled time

GSLV-MKIII on the Sriharikota launch pad

PoLICE COVER FOR COUPLE

Sakshi Mishra, daughter of BJP MLA Rajesh Mishra, and her husband Ajitesh, a Dalit, were
roughed up Monday outside the Allahabad High Court. The couple, who received threats after
their inter-caste marriage, were granted police cover. Ritesh Shukla REPORT, PAGE 9

Deported from UAE in terror case,
14 men flown to Chennai by NIA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, NEW DELHI, JULY 15

FOURTEEN PERSONS, deported
from the United Arab Emirates
and apprehended by the
National Investigation Agency
for suspected association with
men linked to an alleged terror
outfit, were flown from New
Delhi to Chennai on a special
flight Monday.

Itislearnt that the men were
produced before a NIA court
which granted their custody to
the agency. Sources claimed that
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the men — they were said to be
from Chennai, Tirunelveli, Theni,
Nagapattinam and
Ramanathapuram — were
members of Wahdat-e-Islami
Hind, a religious organisation in
Tamil Nadu.

They were deported after

intelligence agencies received
credible inputs that they had
been in touch with individualsin
Tamil Nadu who have now been
placed under arrest by the NIA
for suspected links to alleged
terror outfit Ansarulla.

On Saturday, the NIA searched
premises linked to three individ-
uals in connection with its probe
into activities of Ansarulla. One
among them was Chennai resi-
dent Syed Bukhari, president of
the Wahdat-e-Islami Hind. On
Sunday, the NIA arrested two of
the three individuals — Hassan Ali

CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

Is the Governor a puppet?
Bihar bars person who set
civil services exam question

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, JULY 15

CRITICALLY EXAMINE the role of
Governor in state politics in
India, particularly in Bihar. Is he
amere puppet?

This question, in the General
Studies Paper II of the Bihar
Public Service Commission
(BPSC) entrance examination
(mains) Sunday, has led to an
uproar, resulting in the barring

of the person who set the exam-
ination paper.

The analytical question,
asked in English and Hindi,
carried 38 marks.

In the past, two Bihar
Governors found themselves at
the centre of controversy. After
the 2000 Assembly elections,
Governor B CPandey invited the
Nitish Kumar-led NDA to form
the government though the
Rabri Devi-led RJD had emerged

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Animal underpasses on Maharashtra highway a
life-saver, tigers turning out to be regular users

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR, JULY 15

LAST WEEK, travellers on the
newly four-laned NH-44 in
Maharashtrarecorded a startling
video. It showed T1, a tiger from
the Pench reserve, crossing the
highway in daylight. Pench offi-
cials said T1, a male of about 11
years, had already been hit once
by a vehicle in February.

Two days after that video
was shot, two people died on the
highway after their car hita truck
while swerving to avoid a wild

boar.

Wildlife activists have cited
these incidents to underscore
the inadequacy of the nine
underpasses built by the
National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI), on the directions of
the Bombay High Court, for ani-
mals to avoid the highway.

However, areport by Wildlife
Institute of India (WWI) scien-
tist Bilal Habib and his team
shows that over March, April and
May, 17 different species of ani-
mals started using these under-
passes along the 16-km patch of
forest on the Maharashtra side
of the highway — including T1.

Tigers have been among the
most frequent users of at least
one of these underpasses, says

T1 spotted using an underpass at night. Courtesy Wil

the report that is part of a study
titled ‘Ecological impact assess-
ment of existing and proposed

road infrastructure inimportant
wildlife corridors in India’.
The study found animals

displaying “peculiar behavioural
patterns” that could help in
devising mitigation measures
required to be undertaken in
other similar projects.

Forinstance, between March
and May, the study undertaken
with the help of 74 trap cameras
showed that T1 used Animal
Under Pass (AUP) 9 at least twice.
In another case, the study
showed, a sloth bear took two
months to decide that it would
use the underpass.

The study found that while
some animals passed through
the underpasses, some used
them for playing or resting. Most
animals used the underpasses
during night, it showed. The

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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after scientists detected a prob-
lemin the rocket. While ISRO did
not specify it, there were indica-
tions that the problem was de-
tected in the upper stage of the
rocket carrying the cryogenicen-
gine where liquid hydrogen fuel
had been filled less than half an
hour earlier.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

GSLV: ROCKET'S

SCIENCE
EXPLAINED PAGE 11

Govt panel
floats digital
ID for health

records, may
link Aadhaar

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

OUTLINING A new electronic
records system using Aadhaar as
an option for identification, a
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare committee has recom-
mended the setting up of a
National Digital Health Mission
(NDHM) to manage “enormous
amounts of health data” gener-
ated by Ayushman Bharat, the
Centre’s flagship health pro-
gramme.

The NDHM would provide
technology to manage and
analyse data, and create a system
of personal health records and
health applications. Central to
the “ecosystem” would be a
Personal Health Identifier (PHI)
to maintain a Personal Health
Record (PHR).

The PHI would contain the
names of patients and those of
their immediate family, date of
birth, gender, mobile number,
email address, location, family ID
and photograph.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Subansiri dam: Work
on despite assurance
to NGT that it won’t

The hydel power project site in 2011 (left) and 2019

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

INFORMED THAT work on the
Lower Subansiri Hydroelectric
Project on the Assam-Arunachal
Pradesh border had been “kept
pending” since 2011 due to a lo-
cal agitation, the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) in December
2015 asked NHPC Ltd not to
resume construction till safety
issues were resolved. The Mini
Ratna PSU has achieved over 30%
progress in concretizing since.

When work was stopped in
December 2011, show Central
Electricity Authority (CEA) data,
the Subansiri project had com-
pleted concretization of 5.75 lakh
cubic metres (cum). By March
2019, concretization at Subansiri
had increased by 1.85 lakh cums
to a total of 7.6 lakh cums.

Some of the work — slope
protection to arrest rockslide on
both banks of the river, for exam-
ple — commenced in 2014

before the stay order and the
NGT permitted such measures
for safety and protection of the
public and property. But the
Tribunal also categorically told
NHPC “not to undertake any
work on the main project except
those that were related to urgent
repairs and maintenance”.

Yet, records reviewed by The
Indian Express show, massive
concretization has been carried
out to construct the project’s ex-
tended spillway (see box), that
has widened the dam base by
over 100 metres. A spillway is a
structure for controlled release
of dam water into the riverbed
downstream. Additionally, the
developer has nearly completed
the construction of two cut-off
walls under the dambase. These
components were suggested in
2013 by a Dam Design Review
Panel (DDRP), the recommenda-
tions of which are still being
reviewed under an NGT order.

“Since the dam is incomplete,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Surcharge

want to invest in India and rather
choose to migrate abroad...
Hopefully, some changes will be
made to these proposals when
the Finance Minister (Nirmala
Sitharaman)gives herreply to the
Finance Bill in Parliament,” this of-
ficial said.

The government should not
look at tax rates in developed
countries like Norway and argue
that we have lower rates but
rather compare with countries
like China, Indonesia and South
Korea that offer competitive tax
rates. Norway has high per capita
income, vast social security net
and a host of other benefits that
investors do not get in India, the
official said.

While most proposals in the
Budget - such as lowering corpo-
rate tax rate for companies with
turnover up to Rs400 crore, open-
ing up FDI in various sectors, al-
lowing private participation in
railways, borrowing overseas to
free up resources for domesticen-
trepreneurs - are aimed at gal-
vanising investments, the sur-
charge on income tax has the
opposite impact. The Union
Budget 2019-20 proposed to hike
the surcharge, charged on top of
the applicable income tax rate,
from 15 per cent to 25 per cent for
those with taxable incomes of be-
tween Rs 2 crore and Rs 5 crore,
and to 37 per cent for those earn-
ingmore thanRs 5 crore. The gov-
ernment has defended this pro-
posal arguing that the rich have a
duty towards nation develop-
ment.

“It(surcharge) contradicts the
overall idea of the Budget of pro-
moting investments. It kills ani-
mal spirits and forces talent out of
this country,” one official said.
“The view that it is mostly the

salaried class which will get im-
pacted is not correct. We have to
think about the potential unicorns
and entrepreneurs in the new
sectors who were planning to set
enterprise in India - that can po-
tentially stop,” the official said.
Evenas the government will gain
Rs 12,000 crore through the sur-
charge, the costs of such a policy
decision completely surpass the
benefits, the official said.

Another senior official in-
volved in tracking investmentin-
flows admitted that the problem
of investor flight was “a concern”
and that the government is “ac-
tively working” to ensure that the
investment climate is improved
for domestic investors, alongside
“sustained” efforts to attract for-
eign investors. At a time when
both financial and human capital
are highly mobile, the threat of
migration out of India is not un-
founded, this official said.

According to a 2018 report by
market research group New
World Wealth, which maintains
a database of over 150,000 HNIs
across 125 cities globally, India fig-
ured at the second place in a list
of top 5 countries ranked in terms
of the net exodus of HNI. The
Global Wealth Migration Review
for 2018, showed that while China
was at the top, the number of
Indian HNIs migrating to foreign
destinations has been steadily go-
ing up over the years — from 4000
millionaires moving out in 2015
t07,000in 2017.

Terror case
Yunusmaricar and Harish
Mohammed, both from

Nagapattinam — “based on in-
criminating facts revealed during
searches and subsequent investi-
gations”. Along with Bukhari, the
twomenare already accusedina
NIA case registered on July 9

WEB
EXCLUSIVE

WWW .INDIANEXPRESS.COM

EXPLAINED: BEHIND CHANDRAYAAN-2 ROCKET THAT DEVELOPED A GLITCH TODAY

Chandrayaan-2 was GSLV Mk-IlI's biggest and the most keenly-awaited launch. But it will now have to wait.
Though ISRO has been tight-lipped about the nature of the problem, there are indications that it could relate

to the cryogenic upper stage

VIDEO OF THE DAY

against Ansarulla.

The Wahdat-e-Islami Hind
has maintained itis areligious or-
ganisation with no connection to
radical Islam. Established in 2009
in Chennai as a religious organi-
sation, it had earlier denied links
to the banned Students Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI).

While booking Bukhari and
his associates, the NIA, in a state-
ment, said they had been charged
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act “based on cred-
ibleinformationreceived that the
accused persons, while being
within and beyond India, had
conspired and conducted conse-
quent preparations to wage war
against the Government of India
by forming the terrorist gang
Ansarulla”.

The NIA claimed that it had
“learnt that the accused persons
and their associates had collected
funds and made preparations to
carry out terrorist attacks inIndia,
with the intention of establishing
[slamic rule in India”.

During the searches Saturday,
the NIA claimed to have seized
nine mobile phones,15 SIM cards,
seven memory cards, three lap-
tops, five hard disks, six pen
drives, two tablets and three
CDs/DVDs besides documentsin-
cluding magazines, banners, no-
tices, posters and books.

Health records

“While Aadhaar assures
uniqueness of identity and pro-
vides an online mechanism for
authentication, it cannot be used
in every health context as per the
applicable regulations. The design
of PHI, therefore, mustallow mul-
tiple identifiers (chosen from the
specified types of identifiers) for
designing the structure and
processes relating to PHI,” the
committee’s report states.

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING — TENDER EXTENSION NOTICE

1. The Government of Tamilnadu has received a Financing (Loan No. IN8499) from the
World Bank towards the cost of Tamil Nadu Road Sector Project Il and it is intended
that part of the proceeds will be applied to eligible payments under the contracts
for which this Invitation for Bids is issued.

2. The due date for the tender is extended as follows:

Lastdate Dateand

S- Description IFB No Sa!e and tm:le t|me_of

N period forreceipt opening

of bid of bid

1 Modular Operation RSP1/NCB/TNRSP-1I/ Upto 30.07.19, 30.07.19,

Theatre (1) TNMSC/ENGG/19 29.07.19 11.00AM 12.00 PM
dt.02.05.19

2 Angiography C-Arm based RSP2/NCB/TNRSP-II/ Upto 30.07.19, 30.07.19,

with Angiosuite (1) TNMSC/ENGG/19 29.07.19 03.00PM 04.00 PM
dt.02.05.19

3 a. Ventilator with high end RSP3/NCB/TNRSP-II/ Upto 23.07.19, 23.07.19,

with compressor (10) TNMSC/ENGG/19 22.07.19 11.00AM 12.00 PM

b. Transport Ventilator (1) dt.02.05.19

For details visit www.tenders.tn.gov.in and TNMSC website: www.tnmsc.com .
General Manager (E)

DIPR/2383/Tender/2019

SOLAN BUILDING
COLLAPSE

Atleast 13 Army
personnel died and 26
others were rescued

FULL COVERAGE

PARLIAMENT SESSION

Lok Sabha passes
National Investigation
Agency (Amendment)
Bill, 2019
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Will the amendments

to the NIA Act
strengthen it?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Detailing how the NIA Act was set up,
changes in the NIA (Amendment) Bill 2019
and why the Opposition calls it an attempt
to make India a police state

Technical glitch aborts moon mission

Amongst all rocket fuels,
hydrogen is known to provide
the maximum thrust. But hy-
drogen, in its natural gaseous
form, is difficult to handle,and
therefore not used in normal
engines in rockets like the
PSLV. However, hydrogen can
be used in liquid form.

The problem is hydrogen
liquefies at very low tempera-
ture, nearly 250 degrees
Celsius below zero. To burn
this fuel, liquid oxygen is also
required, and that happens at
about 90 degrees Celsius be-
low zero. Creating such a low
temperature atmosphere in
the rocket is a difficult proposi-
tion because it creates prob-
lems for other material being
used in the rocket.

The GSLV-MKIII is the most

powerful rocket built by ISRO
and is designed to carry heav-
ier payloads, weighing up to
4,000 kg, into geosynchronous
transfer orbit (GTO), at least
35,000 km from Earth. It is
supposed to be the rocket for
the future.

It has made only two suc-
cessful flights until now - the
first one of the GSLV Mk-III D1
in June 2017 that carried the
GSAT-19, a communication
satellite weighing more than
3,000 kg, and then in
November last year, when the
GSLV MKk-III D2 launched the
3,423-kg GSAT-29 communi-
cation satellite.

The proposed human mis-
sion to space, to be launched
by 2022, is also planned to be
carried on the GSLV MKk-III

rocket. Chandrayaan-1 and
Mangalyaan, India’s first mis-
sion to Mars, launched n 2013,
were carried by the PSLV rock-
ets, ISRO’s most reliable launch
vehicle. The PSLV has a capac-
ity to deliver payloads only up
to 1,500 kg in sub-GTO orbits,
but it has had a remarkably
successful run.

Between 1994, when it
made its maiden flight, and
2017,PSLV has had 48 success-
ful launches, and has failed
only twice. However, it is not
suitable for heavier payloads,
like Chandrayaan-2 which
weighed close to 4,000 kg.

Chandrayaan-2, which has
an orbiter, lander and rover
component, was originally
scheduled to be launched as
earlyasin2010or 2011, imme-

diately after the 2008
Chandrayaan-1 mission. Butat
that time, it was supposed to
be ajoint India-Russia mission,
with Russia contributing the
lander and rover, while ISRO
was to provide the launcher
and the Orbiter.

The planned mission could
not take off because of design
flaws detected in the Russian
lander and rover. The Russians
eventually pulled out of the
collaboration, leaving ISRO to
build its own lander and rover.
That took time, and the mis-
sion was finally ready by 2017.

The mission was initially
slated to be launched last year,
but was postponed at least
twice due to unavailability of a
suitable window of opportu-
nity to land on the moon.

Subansiri dam: Work goes on despite assurance

the river overflows the struc-
ture and erodes the riverbed
downstream. So we con-
cretized the riverbed to avoid
damage to the dam foundation
as per the recommendations of
the design review committee.
The construction of the spill-
way and the cut-off walls is not
complete. This is protection
work permitted under the NGT
order,” said Executive Director
Arvind Bhat, in-charge of the
Lower Subansiri project.

Based on the report of a
Tribunal-appointed Advocate
Commissioner, the NGT in its
December 2015 order specifi-
cally allowed the removal of
construction material, upkeep
of machinery, maintenance of
roads and concretization of
tunnels, along with any emer-
gency maintenance work.

The Advocate
Commissioner was briefed by
NHPC officials at the project
site but her May 2015 report
did not record any threat to
the riverbed downstream or
requirement for spillway ex-

It has suggested that the

Ministry should consult Unique
Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI), which issues Aadhaar,
and the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology
(MeitY) in the design of the PHL

These recommendations
come from a National Digital
Health Blueprint(NDHB) created
by a committee under former
MeitY Secretary and UIDAI ex-
chairman ] Satyanarayana. They
are open for public comments un-
til August 4.

The 14-member committee
included officials from the Health
Ministry, state governments, NITI
Aayog, MeitY, National
eGovernance Division (NeGD),
National Informatics Centre (NIC),
Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing (CDAC)and
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS).

The panel envisions the new
Mission to be autonomous like
UIDAI and GSTN (Goods and
Services Tax Network). It would
be partly funded by the govern-
ment but will also “raise a part of
its funding through a transaction
fee” with private players.

The committee has also sug-
gested a Command, Control, and
Communication Center (CCCC)as
a single point of contact in public
health emergencies. It estimates
that all the components of the
Mission would take about 18
months to develop.

Drawing on examples from
England’s National Health
Services-Digital (NHS Digital)and
South Korea’s electronic system,
the report states that technology
deployment and data-driven de-
cision-making in healthcare has

THEPROJECT

2002: Lower Subansiri
dam project transferred to
NHPC

MAY 2008: Assam forms
an expert panel for
Downstream Impact Study

JULY 2010: Assam
Assembly panel endorses
Assam Expert Group’s
critical report

DEC2011: Local resistance
stops project work

DEC2012: Power Ministry
forms Dam Design Review
Panel

tension as a protection meas-
ure. Yet, by the end of 2016,
the developer had used 1.75
lakh cum concrete, construct-
ing a significant part of the ex-
tended spillway. Neither Bhat
nor senior officials at NHPC's
Faridabad headquarters com-

been inadequate in India.

Karnataka MLLAs

in a hotel in Mumbai since July 6.

On shaky ground, the
Congress-JD(S) coalition in
Karnataka, which will be reduced
toaminority if the resignations of
16 rebel MLAs are accepted by the
Speaker, got alease of life Monday
when a vote of confidence was
scheduled onJuly 18.

The future of the coalitionalso
depends on a case filed in the
Supreme Court by 15 of the 16
rebel MLAs seeking directions to
the Speaker to accept their resig-
nations. The matter is scheduled
to be taken up Tuesday after the
SCissued interim orders last week
to maintain status quoin terms of
accepting the resignations or dis-
qualifying the MLAs if they fail to
abide by a whip issued by their
parties.

Thirteen Congress and three
JD(S) MLAs have resigned since
July 6, technically reducing the
numbers of the coalition from 117
to 101 compared to the BJP’s 105.
However, the numbers will re-
duce only when the resignations
are accepted by the Speaker or if
the rebels are disqualified.

Speaker K R Ramesh Kumar
told the House that the confi-
dence vote sought by
Kumaraswamy for the ruling
coalition combine will be taken
up at 11 am. With the BJP object-
ing to the conduct of regular pro-
ceedings of the Assembly with-
out the government proving its
majority, the Speaker also ad-
journed the house until Thursday:.

BJP sources in Maharashtra
claimed that none of the rebel leg-
islators would take part in the

DEC2015: NGT stays
stalled project work

2016: NHPC starts
constructing extended
spillway etc

OCT 2017:NGT orders
review of all panel reports

NOV 2017: Environment
Ministry sets up review
panel

MARCH 2019: SC asks NGT
to give areasoned order

APRIL 2019: Environment
Ministry seeks time from
NGT tofile reply

mented on why the PSU pro-
ceeded with construction as
per the DDRP report, which
continues to be under legal
scrutiny.

Conceived to be the largest
hydropower project of the
country, the 2,000 MW Lower

confidence motion and will stay
in Mumbai even on the day the
trust vote is scheduled.

“The CM said that we can have
the trust vote on Friday and the
BJPwanted it done at the earliest.
The Speaker decided to conduct
iton Thursday. The discussion on
the vote of confidence will begin
at 11 am,” leader of the Congress
party in the Assembly,
Siddaramaiah said.

Tokeepthe MLAs incheck, the
Congress, JD(S) and BJP have
moved their legislators to sepa-
rate resorts around Bangalore
ahead of the trust vote.

The political situation in the
run-up to the confidence vote is
such a close affair that the BJP
which had earlier planned to
stage protests in the Assembly to
seek an early trust vote refrained
from doing so Monday fearing
that the Speaker may suspend a
few of their MLAs for unruly be-
haviour, party sources said.

InMumbai, the rebels legisla-
tors wrote to the Mumbai Police
Commissioner with allegations of
a“threat from few Congress lead-
ers”. “We have absolutely no in-
tentions of meeting Mallikarjun
Kharge ji or Gulam Nabi Azad ji or
any Congress dignitaries or func-
tionaries from Maharashtra and
Karnataka Congress team leader
or any other political leader. We
anticipate serious threat from
them,” states the letter.

(With Vishwas Waghmode in
Mumbai)

Underpasses

study showed 27 events involv-
ing 11 individual tigers using AUPs
3,4,7,8 and 9 — they used AUP 8
the most, frequentingit on 20 oc-

Subansiri project has been re-
peatedly red-flagged by ex-
perts and activists for its weak
sandstone base, shallow foun-
dation, inadequate quake re-
sistance, absence of flood-
control capacity, downstream
impact on ecology and liveli-
hood etc.

Observing that these safety
issues could not be resolved de-
spite numerous committees
and that several modifications
made to the original dam plan
indicated serious problems with
the project, the NGT in 2017
asked for yet another expert
panel to consider the recom-
mendations of all the previous
panels as well as an alternative
damdesign.

While the NGT subse-
quently dismissed a petition
that challenged the constitu-
tion of this panel on the ground
of conflict of interest, the
Supreme Court had sent the
matter back to the Tribunal, in-
structing it to give a reasoned
order. The next hearing is on
July 25.

casions.

“These are the first ever
wildlife mitigation measures in
the country and the world’s
biggest. Our study has found that
17 species have started using
them... Tigers have been prefer-
ring the AUPs, which s very reas-
suring,” says Habib.

Other animals found using the
AUPs were: leopard (1), chital
(237),gaur (20), hare (30), jungle
cat(50), mongoose (16), bluebull
(15), palm civet (15), porcupine
(1), sambhar (6), small Indian
civet (2), sloth bear (1), wild dog
(five) and wild pig (41). Langurs
(6,255) and rhesus macaques
(2,315) were found to have used
the AUPs.

However, 10,493 people and
264 livestock also used the AUPs
during the same period. “We
need to restrict non-wildlife
movement to exploit the full po-
tential of these structures,” says
Habib.

According to Habib, two spe-
cificdevelopments have been en-
couraging;:

W11 individual tigers have
started using these underpasses.
“This could well be the entire tiger
population residing in the vicin-
ity of NH 44 that needs to cross
the road,” says Habib.

M Around 10 am last Sunday,
AUP 8 witnessed a first-of-its-
kind event: a pack of 5-6 wild
dogskilling a chital (spotted deer).
“This is very exciting since it
means the dogs have started
treating the AUPs as part of their
habitat and are feeling at home
there,” says Habib.

The underpasses, which are
essentially the space beneath ele-
vated portions of the highway, are

50-750m wide — AUPs 7 and 8
are the largest at 750m. They were
constructed about a year ago, at
sites most frequently used as
crossing points by animals in a
survey conducted by Habib in
2015, and were ready for use early
this year.

In their long legal battle de-
manding adequate mitigation
measures, in the Nagpur bench of
the Bombay High Court, activists
accused the Wl of succumbing to
pressure from the NHAI and al-
lowing smaller underpasses than
originally suggested.

After the recent video of T1,
the High Court directed the liti-
gantsand their lawyers tovisit the
underpasses along with officials
from the Forest Department and
NHAI to assess the situation. The
team visited the spot Saturday.

On T1 using the underpass
and the road above, Habib says:
“That’s a question of behaviour.
Maybe, he found crossing the
road on that occasion possible
due to notrafficinsight. Every an-
imal has its own calculation and
response to a situation.”

Habib says the WII team has
“suggested raising fencing on the
road in stretches between AUPs”
to deter animals from crossing.
“Over the next few years, traffic
will be much higher, increasing
animal mortality ontheroad,” he
says.

Udayan Patil, a member of
Srushti Paryavaran Mandal,
which first opposed the four-lan-
ing in court and pressed for miti-
gation measures, says: “There are
some issues, like stacking of con-
struction material and accumu-
lation of water inside the AUPs.
The guiding walls, too, have to be
of appropriate height. As for the
validity of the WII's claims on the
utility of the structures, we need
to have other independent agen-
cies cross-check with their own
data.”

Pench Tiger Reserve (PTR)
Field Director Ravikiran Govekar
says that “overall, the mitigation
measures have started bearing
fruit”. But he is quick to add that
it’s too early to arrive at a conclu-
sion. “The Wildlife Conservation
Trust (WCT) has also been asked
to do their own assessment. We
will have to doa study forabouta
year to be able to fully understand
the pluses and minuses of the
mitigation measures,” he says.

Bihar Governor

as the single largest party. Nitish
Kumar could not prove his major-
ity and his government fell in
seven days, paving the way for a
RJD-Congress government.

In2005, Governor Buta Singh
recommended dissolution of the
House, ignoring claims of the NDA
and UPAwho attempted govern-
ment formation with the help of
an undecided LJP. His decision
was criticised by the Supreme
Court. The state saw another
Assembly election the same year.

Onthe questionin the General
Studies paper, BPSC Controller of
Examination Amrendra Kumar
told The Indian Express: “First, we
do not get to see the question pa-
pers. But the question on the
Governor’s role could have been
asked in a different manner. We
are debarring the question setter.”

Kumar said there would be no
re-examination of the General
Studies paper. He said though
such analytical questions were
asked, direct reference to any state
could have been avoided.

Another questionin the paper
read: “Toomany political partiesis
a bane of Indian politics. Explain
this in the context of Bihar.”

The BPS entrance examina-
tion (mains) has three papers:
General Hindi of 100 marks,
General Studies Paper I and II of
300 marks each. There is also an
optional paper of 300 marks. The
BPSC had announced the results
of the preliminary examinationin
February this year.

FULLREPORTS ON
www.indianexpress.com
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Burn unit at
AlIMS soon

New Delhi: AIIMS will
open a Burn and Plastic
Surgery ward by the end
of the year, officials said.
The 102-bed centre will
function from the Jai
Prakash Narayan Apex
Trauma Centre complex
and will run on a trial basis
for the first six months.

Delhi Cabinet

reshuffle:
Gahlot gets

environment

New Delhi: There hasbeen
a minor reshuffle in the
Delhi government with
the allocation of the envi-
ronment portfolio to
Kailash Gahlot, who is
in charge of departments
like Law, Transport and
Revenue. Imran Hussain,
who was the environ-
ment minister, is now left
with Food and Supply and
Election departments.

Kejriwal calls
for 1.4 lakh
extraCCTVs

New Delhi: At a time the
PWD is installing 2,000
CCTVs in each Assembly
constituency, CM Arvind
Kejriwal Monday ordered
the department to initi-
ate the process to procure
1.4 lakh more cameras.
The CM'’s push came dur-
ing a meeting to review
the progress of ongoing
installations.

‘Govt schools
toplant 150

trees each’

New Delhi: The Directorate
of Education hasissuedin-
structions to all govern-
ment schools in the capi-
tal regarding planned
plantation of around 150
trees by each school.
There are over 1,000 Delhi
government schools.
According to a letter by
Director of Education
Binay Bhushan, the educa-
tion department has been
given the responsibility of
planting 1.5 lakh trees by
the forest department.

Three nabbed
forrobbery

New Delhi: Two men
were arrested and a juve-
nile apprehended for al-
legedly robbing an elderly
woman after threatening
her with a pistol and a
dagger at her house in
Shalimar Bagh. ENS
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CULTURE FEST, COACHING CENTRES ALSO PLANNED

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

EMPHASISING THAT Delhi is
home to large Maithili- and
Bhojpuri-speaking populations,
the Delhi government an-
nounced a slew of initiatives
Monday to promote the two lan-
guages in the capital, including
introduction of Maithili in its
schools.

Maithili and Bhojpuri are tra-
ditionally spoken in Eastern
Uttar Pradesh and Western Bihar
— a portion referred to as
Purvanchal — from where it is
estimated 30% of Delhi’s popu-
lation hails.

Among the most far-reach-
ing of initiatives announced by
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia is the introduction of
Maithili language as an optional
subject in Delhi government
schools for classes VIII-XII.

“There are many Maithili-
speaking people living in Delhi.
Their family members will now
be able to study the language as
a subject in their schools, the
way children are currently
learning Punjabi and Urdu in
schools,” he said.

According to Abhinandita
Mathur, advisor to the Deputy
Chief Minister on art, culture and

Sisodia at Monday’s event

tourism, the language will likely
be introduced in schools from the
next academic session. “There is
already a CBSE syllabus and
books in existence for the lan-
guage. Recruitment and training
of teachers should begin from
September and we should be
good to go by March,” she said.

Throughout the course of the
speech, Sisodia repeatedly drew
links between the two
Purvanchalilanguages and Urdu
and Punjabi, which are consid-
ered to be closely tied to Delhi’s
culture and heritage.

Also announced was a new
Maithili-Bhojpuri arts and cul-
ture festival, to be introduced
this year. “In the months
of September, October and
November, we hold successful
art and culture festivals at

Purvanchal push: AAP govt
brings Maithili to school

Connaught Place. At first, we in-
troduced a five-day Urdu festi-
val, which was a super hit. Last
year, we held festivals for
Sanskrit, Urdu and Punjabi,
which were also successful. This
year onwards, there will also be
a five-day Maithili and Bhojpuri
festival which will be held in the
first or second week of
November,” he said.

Another initiative an-
nounced was the setting up of
coaching centres by the Maithili-
Bhojpuri Academy for those
who wish to opt for Maithili lan-
guage as one of their subjects for
the UPSC and other competitive
examinations. According to
Mathur, the plan is to introduce
20 such centres across the city.

“We want to focus on areas
like Kirari, Burari and Dwarka
which have a large population
who are native speakers of the
language. Itislikely to beginasa
pilot project at five centres in
September,” she said.

Currently, one such coaching
centre for competitive exams is
run for the Sanskrit language at
the Sanskrit Centre.

Also among initiatives an-
nounced were reaching out to C-
DAC, based in Pune, to develop a
font for Maithili — which does
not exist yet — and introducing
awards to recognise journalistic,

National Council of Educational

Research and Training
Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi-110016

National Award for Innovative Practices and Experiments in
Education for Schools and Teacher Education Institutions 2019-20

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) invites
project proposals from teachers and teachers educators working in all
recognized schools and teacher education institutions at all levels for
undertaking innovative Practices and Experiments. School teachers and
teacher educators, willing to participate would submit the project proposal to
the Principal, Regional Institute of Education (RIE) of the region concerned

by 31 July, 2019.

Brief Information Bulletin of the scheme can be downloaded from the
NCERT website at www.ncert.nic.in. For further guidance following may be

contacted:

(1) Head, Department of Teacher Education, NCERT, Sri Aurobindo Marg,

New Delhi-110016

(2) Principal, Regional Institute of Education (RIE), located at Ajmer, Bhopal,
Mysore, Bhubaneswar and Shillong.

(3) State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT)/ State
Institute of Education (SIE) in your own state/UT.

davp 21104/11/0002/1920

artistic and cultural contribu-
tions of practitioners in Maithili
and Bhojpuri.

Sisodia also spoke of the gov-
ernment’s interest that Bhojpuri
be accorded the same status as
Maithili. “Bhojpuri is not recog-
nised in the Eighth Schedule of
the Constitution because of
which children cannot study it
inschool as a subject and people
cannot opt for it in IAS exams. I,
as chairman of the Maithili-
Bhojpuri Academy, am writing
to the central government to ask
them to work toinclude itin the
Eighth Schedule, which is some-
thing they have been saying they
will do since 2014,” he said.

These initiatives are the
biggest push so far by the AAP
government to reach out to the
city’s Purvanchali population,
which is increasingly being
viewed by parties as a decisive
voter base.

Getting the community onits
corneris a priority for AAPin the
run-up to next year’s Assembly
elections, especially given Delhi
BJP chief Manoj Tiwari's
Purvanchali superstar status.

AAP has already attempted
to reach out to the population
through Chhath Puja initiatives
such as increasing the number
of ghats for devotees from 72 in
2014 to 1,055 in 2018.
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Kejriwal inspects the equipment at the event in Talkatora Stadium, Monday. Tashi Tobgyal

Bid to end sewer deaths, CM says
free safety kits will be handed out

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind Kejriwal
Monday announced free safety
equipment Kkits for sanitation
workers of the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) and its contractual em-
ployees. The announcement
comes weeks after three con-
tractual labourers died at an un-
der-construction sewage inter-
ception project of the DJB near
Vikaspuri's Keshopur drain.
Other labourers at the site had
said they were not given safety
equipment by the contractor.
Speaking at an awareness
workshop organised by the wa-
ter department at Talkatora
Stadium, Kejriwal said the safety

kit would be provided for free to
workers who have to enter sew-
ers, irrespective of whether they
are employed by the D]B or a pri-
vate contractor.

“Your life is very precious...
Whenever a worker has died in
the past, [ have gone to his home
and seen his family cry... Next
time, wear this kit... we should
not hear of deaths of sanitation
workers in Delhi,” Kejriwal said.

The safety kits include a gas
mask, boots, gloves and a full-
body protective cover. Sanitation
workers said the move would
help them stay more secure
when entering sewers, the fre-
quency of which has reduced
since the state government pro-
vided 200 cleaning machines to
manual scavengers in February.

Rajpal Sood (56), a DJB sani-
tation worker in East Delhi’s
Dilshad Garden for over 30 years,
said there have been instancesin
the past when he was not pro-
vided safety equipment. “There
are times when we have to en-
ter the sewer because of heavy
blockage and having this kit at
hand would keep us safe... Before
machines were introduced, I
used to enter pipes frequently
but now this is down to a couple
of times in a month,” Sood said.

“When a city grows at this
pace, it becomes insensitive to-
wards the poor... Our govern-
ment wants growth with com-
passion and equality. When we
hear that someone has died ina
sewer, we feel sad and we want
to putanend toit,” Kejriwal said.

Notice—Postponement of Interview/Viva-Voce.

Notice for Postponement of Interview/Viva-Voce for the
Post of Deputy Ranger against Advt. No. 12/2015 Cat. No.
11 of Forest and Wild Life Department, Haryana

In continuation earlier Notice dated 08.06.2019 for Interview/
Viva-Voce, it is Notified for Information of the Candidates that due
to Administrative reason the Commission has decided to Postpone
Interview/Viva-Voce for the Post of Deputy Ranger against Advt.
No. 12/2015, Category No. 11 of Forest and Wild Life Department,
Haryana till further orders and fresh schedule to hold the
Interview/Viva-Voce will be published later on.

2. The Announcement is also available on Commission’s website

i.e. www.hssc.gov.in.
Sd/-
Under Secretary,
For Secretary, Haryana Staff Selection Commission,

Place: Panchkula Panchkula.

Dated: 13th July, 2019
77554/HRY.

Trusted Since 1906
NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Registered & Head Office: 3, Middleton Street, Kolkata-700071
CIN: U10200WB1906G0I1001713; IRDAI Reg. No. 58
Telefax: (033) 2283-1717; Email: ncd.coordinator@nic.co.in
Website: https://nationalinsurance.nic.co.in

Notice

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Regulation 47 of
SEBI (LODR) Regulations, 2015 that a meeting of the
Board of Directors of the Company is scheduled to be
held on Thursday, 25th July 2019 at 2.00 p.m. at the
Head Office of the Company to inter-alia consider,
approve and adopt the Annual Accounts of the
Company for the financial year ended 31st March,
2019.

This Notice is also available on the Company’s website at
https://nationalinsurance.nic.co.in and may also be
accessed from BSE and NSE website www.bseindia.com
and www.nseindia.com respectively.

By order of the Board

For National Insurance Company Limited
Sd/-

Rina Madia
Company Secretary

Place: Kolkata
Dated: 12.07.2019

DISTRICT POLICE

Phone No.: 0191-2561578
Fax. No. :0191-2547807

LOOK OUT NOTICE

As reported by SHO P/S Channi Himmat, Jammu applicant namely Ajay
Pargal S/O Darshan Gupta R/O Trikuta Nagar, Jammu reported that his servant
has been missing from his home since 30.06.2019, regarding which missing
report has been registered at P/S Channi Himmat vide DDR No.14 dated
02.07.2019. Despite thorough search his whereabouts are still unknown.

As such photograph of missing Amit Kumar S/O Bansi Lal R/O U.P A/P
Servant at Flat No. 02, 2nd Floor Sai Vihar, Extn. Trikuta Nagar, Jammu is being
published with consent of his legal heirs for the information of Police establish-
ments/public in general and if anybody having any clue related to his where-
abouts / present location, kindly communicate the same on the below men-
tioned contact/Telephone numbers.

Description Roll:-

Name Amit Kumar

D/O Bansi Lal

Permanent Address U.P, A/P Servant at Flat No. 02,
2nd Floor Sai Vihar,
Extn. Trikuta Nagar, Jammu

HEADQUARTERS, JAMMU

E-mail: sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in

Police Station Channi Himmat, Jammu

Age 18 years

Height 5.6 feet

Complexion Wheatish

Built Thin

Face Oval

Eyes Black

Dress Pent-Shirt

Contact/Telephone Numbers:-

1. DPO, Jammu : 0191-2547807, 0191-2561578
2. SSP Jammu Mail I.D : sspjammu@ijkpolice.gov.in
3. PCR Jammu 1 0191-2542000

4. SP City South : 0191-2430002

5. SDPO City East : 01912474700

6. Landline of P/S Channi Himmat : 0191-2465164

7. Mobile No. Of SHO : 94191-49295

8. Contact of Legal Heirs 1 78893-03896.

No.: 48894-97/DP
Date: 10.07.2019
DIPJ-3691

Sr. Superintendent of Police
Jammu

No. 3/3/2019-RE
Government of India

Ministry of Finance
Department of Economic Affairs
Financial Markets Division
Regulatory Establishment Section

North Block, New Delhi 110 001
3rd June 2019
Filling up the post of Technical Member in the
Securities Appellate Tribunal, Mumbai, on contract basis
Applications are invited from eligible candidates for filling up one post of
Technical Member in Securities Appellate Tribunal, Mumbai in level 17
of Pay Matrix of Rs. 2,25,000/- (fixed), as admissible to a Secretary to
the Government of India, on contract basis for a maximum period of five
(5) years from the date on which she / he assumes office or upto 67
years of age, subject to outcome of W.P. (C) No. 279/2017 pending
before the Hon’ble Supreme Court.
2. The particulars of the post and eligibility conditions are available on
the Ministry’s website www.finmin.nic.in/vacancies. Applications of
eligible candidates in the prescribed proforma along with attested
copies of Annual Confidential Reports (ACRs) for the last five years,
Vigilance Clearance and No Penalty and Integrity Certificate (in respect
of serving Government servants and employees of PSUs, academic
and research institutions / Universities, etc.) may be forwarded through
proper channel to the undersigned within 45 days from the date of this
advertisement, at the following address:
Deputy Secretary (RE)
Financial Markets Division
Department of Economic Affairs
Ministry of Finance
Room No. 42, North Block, New Delhi 110001
3. Incomplete applications received 45 days after publication of this
advertisement will not be considered.
Sd/-
(Manish Kumar Jha)
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India
davp 15201/11/0004/1920 Phone: 011-23093510
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Woman tries to
set husband on
fire, say police

New Delhi: A30-year-old woman
allegedly tried to set her husband
on fire in North East Delhi’s New
Usmanpur Monday. When her
husband fled the house, she
jumped from the balcony and
sustained injuries, said police.

“We received a call at 4 pm.
We reached the spot and found
that the woman was rushed to a
hospital by her neighbours. Her
husband was drenched in petrol,”
said a police officer.

The man told police that he
was upset after he heard his wife
“talking to another man and he
snatched her phone”.

“Later, she poured a bottle of
petrol on me. I got scared and
ran,” the man told police.

A case has been registered at
New Usmanpur police station,
said police. ENS

Only two cases of child sexual
abuse disposed in six months: SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

THE SUPREME Court Monday ex-
pressed displeasure over the tardy
pace of disposal of cases of sexual
crimes against children in the na-
tional capital, and suggested that
courts for children be kept away
from regular court complexes.

“Look at the disposal rate in
Delhi — only two cases between
January and June this year. This
is the state of affairs in the na-
tional capital despite state-of-
the-art facilities,” observed Chief
Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi. The
Chief Justice, along with Justice
Deepak Gupta, was hearing a pe-
tition which raised the issue of
pendency of child rape cases
across the country.

The court had taken suo
motu cognizance of the matter
and appointed Senior Advocate
V Giri as amicus curiae to suggest
ways to ensure faster disposal.

Giri told the court that in
most states, including those
where the number of such cases
was not overwhelming, the dis-
posal rate was poor.

He suggested if appointing
special prosecutors only for child
rape cases could be considered.
Designated courts hearing cases
under the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act, 2012
(POCSO) must not be burdened
to hear any other matter, the am-
icus said. Giri also said there was
aneed to restructure court build-
ings in such a way that they will
be sensitive to the needs of the
children.

Justice Gupta said that at
present, courts which hear cases
under the POCSO Act are within
the regular court complexes.
“They should be totally sepa-
rate,” he said.

The amicus sought time to
collate all the relevant facts and
present them in writing.

Allowing this, the court said,
“We request Shri Giri to proceed
with the exercise, to facilitate
which we direct Shri Surinder S
Rathi, Registrar of this Court, to
work in association with Shri
Giri’s office and get the required
information which would be in
the context of the total number
of POCSO cases pending in each
district of the country. The period
for which the POCSO cases re-
mained pending may also be col-
lected separately.”
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ALLFOURACCUSED ON THE RUN

IndiGo pilot robbed by men

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

FOUR MEN allegedly robbed
Rs 1.3 lakh from a 60-year-old
Canadian citizen who works
with IndiGo airlines as a pilot af-
ter offering him a lift in a taxi at
Terminal-1 of Indira Gandhi
International Airport.

This is the first time the
pilot, Mohammad Mehdu
Ghanzanfani, had come to T-1.
He was looking for a cab, which
had already been booked by his
company, but was not familiar
with the airport.

DCP (IGI Airport) Sanjay

Bhatia said the incident took
place on the night of July 12.
“Unable to trace his cab, the pi-
lot walked a few metres and ar-
rived at gate number 2 of a
Metro station near Delhi
Cantonment area,” he said.

Ghanzanfani, who hails from
Ontario, told police that the cab
was supposed to drop him at Le
Meridian hotel.

“He was coordinating with
the cab driver, who told him that
he was standing 100 metres
away from the airport. Since he
couldn’t understand Hindi, he
approached a taxi driver in the
area, who told him that his cab
driver was calling him to a ‘park-

who offered himride at IGI

ing area’. He offered to drop him
for Rs 100, and the pilot got in-
side the vehicle. Three people
were already sitting in the vehi-
cle at the time,” a senior police
officer said.

“Minutes after the vehicle
crossed Mehram Nagar, they
locked the door and started
threatening him with violence.
They forcibly took his debit card,
visa card and asked for the PIN,”
the officer added.

Police said the complainant
is not aware of where he was
taken, but investigation revealed
they took him near the Delhi
Cantonment area, where they
stopped the car outside an ATM.

“They asked him to share his
ATM details and withdrew Rs 1
lakh from his account. They also
tookRs 12,000 in cash and about
Rs 20,500 in foreign currency
from his wallet. They later
dropped him near Mahipalpur
flyover and managed to escape,”
an officer said.

“We came to know about
the incident after we received a
complaint from the Canadian
citizen. He alleged that the cab
driver and his associates robbed
him and left him at Mahipalpur
flyover at 2.15 am. We are inves-
tigating the matter and will ar-
rest the accused soon,” said
Bhatia.

High Court raps North body over inaction on
ashram owned by godman accused of rape

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

THE DELHI High Court Monday
pulled up the North Corporation
overits failure to take action, such
as demolishing the Adhyatmik
Vishwa Vidyalaya, owned by self-
styled godman Virendra Dev
Dixit, following allegations of girls
and women being confined ille-
gally and raped. Dixit, who is ac-

cused intworape cases, has been
on the run since December 2017.
Calling the ashram in Rohini
anillegal construction, a bench of
Chief Justice DN Patel and Justice
CHari Shankar, on seeing videos
and photographs, observed: “We
can see the pathetic conditionin
which the girls are staying.”
After it was informed by the
counsel for the North body that
the appellate tribunal MCD is
seized of the issue and has stayed

their action to demolish the
ashram, the bench directed that
the corporation should move for
vacation of the stay on the prop-
erty and asked a tribunal to dis-
pose of the issue in eight weeks.
The CBI, which was tasked
withinvestigating the FIRs lodged
in connection with the alleged
rape and suicides of girls and
women at the ashram, informed
the bench that three chargesheets
have been filed in connection with

the FIRs and are pending consid-
eration before the trial court.

The HC then directed the
magisterial court to complete the
proceedings and send the mat-
ter to the sessions court.

The High Court further noted
that the owner of the ashram has
been absconding since
December 2017, so the CBI shall
initiate proceedings under sec-
tion 82 of the CrPC to declare
Dixit absconding.

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Municipal Council, Charkhi Dadri intends to dispose off its
unserviceable C&D (Construction & Demolition) Waste/ Debris lying
at the various Municipal Lands/ Public Places/ Roads and Streets
falling within its Jurisdiction. The interested parties shall be responsi-
ble for loading & carriage of the said debris at their own level. No
Manpower/ Machinery shall be provided by Municipal Council,
Charkhi Dadri. Interested parties may submit their complete detailed
proposal along with performance/ experience latest by 22.07.2019 by
05.00 P.M. The proposal must be accompanied by an earnest money
of Rs. 10,000/- in shape of DD in favour of Executive Officer,
Municipal Council, Charkhi Dadri. No proposal shall be accepted
without earnest money. The terms and conditions can be seen in the
office of undersigned on any working day.

Sd/- Executive Officer
Municipal Council,
Charkhi Dadri

Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Municipal Council,
Charkhi Dadri

77560/HRY.
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Dry run ends, more
rain expected in city

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

RAIN LASHED Delhi and NCR
Monday, making up for a signif-
icant deficit and bringing relief
to people two weeks after mon-
soon officially arrived in the city.
Showers, which lasted close to
45 minutes, ended a week-long
dry spell.

The Safdarjung observatory,
the official station for Delhi, re-
ceived 28.8 mm of rain between
3.45 pmand 4.30 pm, officials at
IMD said. The weather station at
Palamrecorded 25.8 mm of rain
while those at Lodhi Road, Ridge,
Ayanagar, Najafgarh and Sports
Complex recorded 23.2 mm,
13.2 mm, 19.9 mm,4 mm and 7
mm rain.

According to officials, more
rain is in store for Delhi on
Tuesday.

The maximum temperature
was recorded at 34.7 degrees
Celsius, normal for this time of
the year, and the minimum was
26.6 degrees Celsius.

OnTuesday, the temperature
is expected to be between 25

THE WEEK AHEAD

Tue Moderate rain

Wed Lightrain

Thur Lightrain

Fri Lightrain

Sat Thunder

Sun Thunder
and 33 degrees Celsius.

Till Sunday, Delhi’s rainfall
deficit was 91%. After Monday’s
rainfall, it came down to around
73%.

According to senior IMD of-
ficials, the monsoon trough has
shifted southwards from the
hills of Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh because of a
low pressure area created in
Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh.

“The shift has impacted rains
upto Nagaland. Delhi can expect
more rain on Tuesday as well,”
the official said.

Delhi, so far, has received rain
on six days in July. According to
officials, while the number of

rainy days are consistent with
previous years, the amount of
precipitation has been much be-
low normal.

“Once the trough passes, we
expect very light rain in Delhi
again for at least 4-5 days, start-
ing Thursday,” an official said.

The rain, however, meant
that the city’s air quality was
recorded in the moderate range,
after almost a week of very poor
and poor air quality owing to a
dust storm over Rajasthan. The
lack of rain meant that dust par-
ticles remained suspended in
the air for a long time.

Almost 30 mm of rain being
recorded in less than an hour
also led to waterlogging in sev-
eral parts of the city. Traffic was
affected on SPMarg, Ashram and
Kalindi Kunj due to waterlog-
ging. There were also reports of
waterlogging in areas like Lado
Sarai, New Ashok Nagar,
Nizamuddin, and near New
Delhi Railway Station.

The North Corporation re-
ceived waterlogging complaints
from Bastipur and Inder Enclave
while there were reports of a tree
falling in Pitampura.

At Sunder Nursery. On Tuesday, the temperature will be between 25-33°C. Abhinav Saha

Out to buy milk, 70-year-old
woman run over by cluster bus

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

OUT TO buy milk, a 70-year-old
woman died when a cluster bus
driver lost control and rammed
two autos and an e-rickshaw in
Central Delhi’s Anand Parbat
Monday morning.

The bus was heading from
Nand Nagri to Anand Parbat bus
stand after dropping passengers
when the incident took place, in
front of the MCD’s North Zone
Karol Bagh office. Five people
were injured.

Joginder Singh (48), the bus
driver, was caught by bystanders
and handed over to police. A case
has been registered against him
under IPC sections 279 (rash
driving), 304A (causing death by
negligence) and 337 (causing
hurt by act endangering life or
personal safety of others).

“Wereceivedacallat8.30am
and rushed to the spot. The
woman was lying on the road
with severe injuries; she had
come under the bus and was
pulled out by bystanders. She
and the injured were rushed to
Lady Hardinge Medical College,

The bus also rammed 2 autos and an e-rickshaw. Praveen Khanna

where the woman was declared
dead. The others were dis-
charged after treatment,” said a
senior officer.

Police said a medical exami-
nation suggests the driver was not
drunk at the time. He has claimed
he lost control of the vehicle be-
cause the brakes failed, leading to
the accident. The front bumper of
the bus was found broken.

The victim, Bhaggo Devi,
was returning from grocery
shopping when she was hit by
the bus.

Relatives said she lived with
her four sons and their families
in Karol Bagh.

“She would wake up around
7 am and visit a nearby temple.
On her way back, she would buy
groceries and meet friends. On
Monday morning, she went out
around 8 am to buy milk. Not
long after, neighbours informed
us she had met with anaccident
and had been taken to the hos-
pital. She was dead when we
reached,” said Rinku Bhan, her
youngest son.

THEC

Open today: RTR flyover

The flyover will be inaugurated by Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. Tashi Tobgyal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

HAVING MISSED five deadlines,
the Rao Tula Ram Marg flyover
will finally be thrown open to
the public by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal today.
The flyover will make the
commute from South Delhi to
Indira Gandhi International
Airport easier. The flyover, 2.7-
km-long, branches off the
Munirka flyover and ends at the
Army Research and Referral
Hospital on Outer Ring Road. It
will cut down travel time of
those going to the airport along
with decongesting the Outer

Ring Road, Ring Road, Munirka,
Vasant Vihar and R K Puram.

The flyover project was com-
missioned in 2014 and was sup-
posed to be thrown open in
2016-end. But a series of prob-
lems led to the delay. “Basic work
on the flyover had ended in June
and only the topping, signage
and streetlights were remaining.
All of that is now complete and
the Chief Minister will inaugu-
rateiton Tuesday morning,” said
a senior PWD official.

The official also said that
while trial runs started on the
flyover earlier this month, the
safety audit was completed last
week. According to official esti-
mates, over one lakh residents

Length 2.7 km
Cost Rs310cr

LOCATION: Branches
off Munirka flyover in
South Delhi and ends at
Army Research and
Referral Hospital on
Outer Ring Road

WHO WILL BENEFIT:
Those going to airport,
Outer Ring Road, Ring

Road, Munirka, Vasant
Vihar and RK Puram

will benefit from the flyover on
a daily basis.

Between 2014 and 2019, the
flyover missed five completion
deadlines. The project began in
November 2014 with a budget
of Rs 278 crore and was sched-
uled to be completed in 2016.
Tree felling permissions and a
court case filed by residents of
the area resulted in initial de-
lays. Issues between the PWD
and the contractor also cropped
up, with the former declaring
that the contractor was not be-
ing able to fulfil financial com-
mitments. Delays by the con-
tractor finally resulted in a
Rs 27.8-crore penalty being
slapped by the PWD.

The flyover was finally built
ata cost of around Rs 310 crore.

AIIMS says herbal drug used by tribals
effective in treating superficial wounds

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

IN A first, doctors at the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences in
collaboration with the Ministry
of AYUSH have completed the
first phase of a herbal drug trial
to treat superficial wounds.

The drug, AYUSH C1 QOil, used
by the tribal population to treat
wounds, has been tried on 30 pa-
tients who visited AIIMS. As per
doctors, the results were found
to be effective.

During the first phase, the
doctors opted for regular healing
treatment using allopathic med-
icines on 30 patients, while an-

other batch of 30 patients was
treated with the herbal drug. The
herbal drug treatment yielded
results with zero side-effects,
said doctors.

“The herbal drug was discov-
ered by the Ministry of AYUSH
and trials began in 2015-2016.
We have completed the first
phase of the project and will
submit a report to the Ministry
by the end of this year,” Dr
Maneesh Singhal, head, depart-
ment of plastic, reconstructive
and burns surgery, AIIMS, told
The Indian Express.

According to the World
Health Organisation, 65% of
India’s rural population uses
Ayurvedic remedies, mostly

Gurgaon gets control room
for waterlogging complaints

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

TO DEAL with complaints related
to waterlogging this monsoon,
the Gurugram Metropolitan
Development Authority has es-
tablished a control room in the
city, which can be reached
through three helpline numbers.
This was revealed at a
meeting chaired by Divisional
Commissioner Ashok Sangwan
in Gurgaon Monday, where the
issue of drainage of rainwater
was also discussed at length.
According to officials, apart
from the control room, Traffic

Police has started a traffic
helpline number via which com-
muters can alert police about
traffic congestion.

Speaking at the meeting,
Sangwan directed all officials to
ensure they were aware of how
they needed to work when there
was a situation of water logging.

“A standard operating proce-
dure has been prepared to deal
with waterlogging and all de-
partments have been allotted re-
sponsibilities. Officials should
know how to discharge their du-
ties and should coordinate with
one another. A better communi-
cation system should be estab-
lished,” he said.

Congestion woes may end as 13 toll booths
at capital’s borders get RFID technology

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

CONGESTION AND confusion at
13 toll booths in border areas
will soon end as the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation (SDMC)
Monday introduced radio-fre-
quency identification (RFID)
technology to deduct toll auto-
matically.

The RFID-based toll system
has become functional at Kundli,
Rajokri, Tikri, Aya Nagar, Kalindi
Kunj, Kapashera, Shahdara
(Main), Shahdara (Flyover),
Ghazipur (Main), Ghazipur
(Old), DND Flyway, Badarpur-
Faridabad (Main) and Badarpur-
Faridabad (Flyover) toll plazas.

Inaugurating the project, L-G
Anil Baijal said the system will
not just ease traffic but reduce
vehicular pollution, whichis the

Vehicles don’t
need to stop at
border areas

THE SOUTH Corporation, which gave the first push to the
RFID system, has introduced public help booths near the toll
plazas, from where drivers can collect RFID tags. The device
will be installed on windshields of vehicles. Each time a ve-
hicle enters the capital, money will be deducted automati-
cally, an official said. RFID cards, issued by the civic body to
owners of vehicles, will have to be recharged regularly. As of
now, 40,000 commercial vehicles have obtained RFID tags

after pre-registration.

main cause of pollution in a city
like Delhi as well as other met-
ros across the world.
Commercial vehicles enter-
ing Delhi have to pay a green
cess or environment compensa-

tion charge between Rs 700 and
Rs 1,400, and toll between Rs
100 and Rs 2,000 — depending
on the size and category of the
vehicle.

Environmentalist Sunita

EPCA chief Bhure Lal
with L-G Anil Baijal at the
inauguration. Praveen Khanna

Narain said 40% of the pollution
in Delhi is vehicular, with pollu-
tion from trucks being the high-
est. She said the project, if imple-
mented correctly, will help
agencies stop diesel vehicles
older than 10 years from enter-
ing the capital.

Additional commissioner
Randhir Sahay said, “With the in-

troduction of the RFID system,
all vehicles will require pre-reg-
istration. Through this, the age
of the vehicle will be checked
and entered into the system.
This will help stop the entry of
polluting vehicles.”

He said the system will also
help in improving the law and
order situation as the “cameras
installed are sharp enough to
capture number plates of cars
and trucks”.

Under the system, there will
be 58 RFID lanes and 33 free
lanes across the 13 toll plazas.
Initially, there will be a separate
lane for vehicles with RFID tags.
Such lanes will gradually be in-
creased as the plan is to make
the tag mandatory, as per
guidelines of the Supreme
Court-mandated Environment
Pollution (Prevention & Control)
Authority.

due to poor access to modern
health facilities. The project has
been funded by the AYUSH
ministry.

“We have tested the drug on
superficial wounds and the re-
sults have been good. If we
measure the results of normal
remedy with this herbal drug
treatment, then result of the lat-
ter is a notch better. No patient
has complained of any problem,”
said Dr Singhal.

In the last few years, the
Ministry of AYUSH has taken a
number of administrative and
policy measures to mainstream
alternative systems of medicine.

On November 9, 2014, the
Centre elevated AYUSH to a sep-

arate ministry.

On Monday, Rajya Sabha
members batted for higher
funding for the ministry in a bid
to encourage traditional systems
of medicine, and stressed that it
will benefit millions of people in
the country.

“The Government of India is
pressing for the use of natural
medicines. But in the absence
of any evidence, people are still
having doubts about effects of
herbal medicines. This is a good
initiative. Effects of traditional
medicines, if proved by science,
will give a good push to the spe-
cialty which has been around
for thousands of years,” said
Dr Singhal.

ITY 9

In North civic
body, protest
and garbage
reaches door of
commissioner

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

CONGRESS COUNCILLOR Guddi
Devi Monday dumped trash in
front of the offices of North
Corporation commissioner
Varsha Joshi and mayor Avtar
Singh, alleging poor sanitation
condition in her ward.

The Malka Ganj ward coun-
cillor first deposited dry waste in
front of Singh’s office, soon after
the House was adjourned for the
day in the wake of the death of a
councillor. She then put garbage
outside Joshi’s door. “I have told
the commissioner at least three-
four times to allot more sanita-
tion workers in my area. She kept
giving assurances but nothing
happened,” Devi said. She said
she had flagged the issue with
the mayor as well.

“There were more than 200
sanitation workers in my ward till
a year ago, which has been re-
duced to around 85 in the name
of equal distribution of workers
ineach ward...Iwas told that since
my ward is small, I have been al-
lotted less workers, but later [ re-
alised, that while mayors and
senior leaders have abundant
sanitation workers in their area,
the opposition Congress council-
lors have been left with less safai
karamcharis,” she alleged.

When contacted, Joshi said,
“I have no idea since I was busy
with something else. She did not
meet me so I have no idea what
her grievance is.”

Sources in the corporation said
the issue of unequal distribution
of workers has led to confronta-
tion between leaders in the past
too. “Ihad gone toachild’s funeral
and the family was sitting next to
a mound of filth... If in my ward,
people canlive alongside garbage,
these big officials also know what
itmeanstolive thatlife,” Devi said.

Mayor Singh said Devi never
came todiscuss theissue: “If she
has a grievance, she can come to
me, [ will definitely get it re-
solved.”

Cong councillor Guddi Devi
(in white) dumped garbage
outside commissioner
Varsha Joshi’s office
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SP leader quits RS,
stirs talk of BJP switch

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, NEW DELHI, JULY 15

SAMAJWADI PARTY (SP) leader Neeraj
Shekhar on Monday resigned as a member
of Rajya Sabha and his resignation was ac-
cepted by Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu.
Fifty-year-old Shekhar, son of former Prime
Minister and socialist leader Chandra
Shekhar, was sent to the Upper House by
the SP after he lost the 2014 Lok Sabha elec-
tions from Ballia. The resignation has trig-
gered speculation that Shekhar may join
the BJP.

Atwo-time Lok Sabha MP, Shekhar was
first elected to the Lower House in a by-
election in Ballia in 2007 after his father’s
death. He retained the seat in the 2009 Lok
Sabha elections.

Following his defeat in the 2014 parlia-
mentary polls, the SP chose him for aRajya
Sabha berth. Shekhar’s term in the Upper
House was to expire in November 2020.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, the SP
got the Ballia seat as part of its seat-shar-
ing arrangement with the BSP, but decided
to field former MLA Sanatan Pandey who
eventually lost. Sources said Shekhar had
been feeling sidelined after being over-
looked for the Ballia ticket.

Responding to the development, SP
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Neeraj Shekhar
was sent to the
Upper House
when he losta
Lok Sabha
electionin 2014

spokesperson Rajendra Chaudhary said, “It
is unfair on Shekhar’s behalf to take such a
step. The SP sent him to Rajya Sabha even
when he lost the Lok Sabha polls. He should
have stuck to some political morals and
values.”

Rule 213 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Rajya Sabha says
thatif amember chooses to resign, he shall
say so in writing in his hand and convey it
to the Chairman and if the Chairman is con-
vinced of the genuineness of the resigna-
tion she/he may accept itimmediately.

When Shekhar met Naidu, the latter
asked himif the resignation was voluntary
and if he would like to rethink. Shekhar, ac-
cording to sources, said he was resigning
voluntarily and would not want to rethink
on the matter. Accordingly, under the pro-
visions of the Rajya Sabha Rules, the
Chairman accepted the resignation.
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BABRI MASJID CASE

SC seeks govt response in extending
Special Judge’s tenure till trial ends

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

THE SUPREME Court asked the Uttar
Pradesh government on Monday to
suggest how the Special CBI Judge hear-
ing the Babri Masjid demolition casein
Lucknow, due for retirement in
September this year, can be retained in
service till the trial ends.

A bench headed by Justice R F
Nariman told senior advocate
Aishwarya Bhati appearing for the state
to apprise it about the rules and regu-
lations to be followed while granting

Plea in SC: Abortion law

violative of privacy

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday is-

extension toaretiring trial court judge.

The courtadded thatif necessary it
will pass orders under Article 142, to
ensure that he remains in service for
the full period. Article 142 deals with
the inherent powers of the top court.

In a letter to the Supreme Court,
Special Judge Sirendra Kumar Yadav
said that though he was hearing the
case on a day to day basis for the last
twoyears, he will need atleast six more
months to complete it.

Yadav also told the court that he
was set to retire on September 30.

On May 30, 2017, the top court had
framed charges against 12 people, in-

sued notice to the Centre on a plea seeking

quashing of relevant provisions of the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971, which

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, JULY 15

criminalise abortion except in situations pre-

cluding BJP stalwarts LK Advani, Murli
Manohar Joshi and Uma Bharti, in the
Babri Masjid demolition case. Their ap-
plications for discharge from the of-
fence were rejected and they were
granted bail on a personal bond of Rs
50,000 each. The courtalsorejected the
(Bl opposition to their bail applications.

On April 19 in the same year, the
apex court ordered the restoration of
the conspiracy charge against the three
BJP leaders, directing the special court
to "complete the trial and deliver the
judgment within a period of two
years". Italso shifted the trial from Rae
Bareli to Lucknow.

BJP, Cong trade barbs over
dog handlers’ transfer

Claiming that the Congress-
led state government is running
a ‘transfer industry’, the BJP has
alleged that money is changing

scribed by the Act. A bench of CJI Ranjan Gogoi
and Justice Deepak Gupta issued notice on the
plea, which stated that provisions on abortion in
the Act were arbitrary, violative of privacy rights
of women, violates their bodily integrity and au-
tonomy, and is unconstitutional.

The petitioners have sought quashing of
Sections 3 and 5 of the Act. They contended that
“right to exercise reproductive choice..is at the
core of one's privacy, dignity, personal autonomy;,
bodily integrity, self-determination and right to
healthrecognized by Article 21”,ashasbeen held
by the court in the past. FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

DOGS HAVE suddenly taken
centre-stage in Madhya Pradesh
politics, with ruling Congress on
Monday deciding to send former
CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan’s
home lists of dog handlers trans-
ferred during his regime.

This came after the BJP tar-
geted the Kamal Nath govern-
ment’s decision to transfer 46 dog
handlers, some of them as far as
500 km from their current post-
ing. When handlers are trans-
ferred, they go with their dogs.

hands for postings in select
places and departments.

In response, the CM’s media
coordinator Narender Saluja said
they have decided to send a list
of such transfers under the BJP
to former CM Chouhan’s home.

Continuing the war of words,
PWD Minister Sajjan Singh
Verma said the BJP’s mindset
was like dogs. In response, BJP
MLA Rameshwar Sharma said,
“Yes, we are loyal dogs of the
people of the state.”

Purvanchal Vidyut

Vitran Nigam

Limited (PuVVNL)

(A subsidiary of UP
Power Corporation limited)
Purvanchal Vidyut Bhavan,
Vidyut Nagar, P.O.- D.L.W.,
Varanasi - 221004, Website:
http://www. etender. up.
nic.in The tender invited for
through e-tender No., EAV-
02/19-20, EAV-03/19-20,
EAV-12/19-20 & EAV-18/19-
20 the date of bid opening is
hereby further extended and
details for the same have
been mentioned below. SI.
No.: 1., Tender
Specification number: EAV-
02/2019-20, Material Name:
33 KV Polymer Housed Metal
Oxide Surge Arrestor , Last
Date & time for submission
of tender documents Date:
26.07.2019 Time:15.00 PM,
Tender opening date & time
Date: 27.07.2019 Time:
15.00 PM. SI. No.: 2,
Tender Specification
number: EAV-03/2019-20,
Material Name: LT PVC
Cable (1x630) Sgq.mm., Last
Date & time for submission
of tender documents Date:
26.07.2019 Time:15.00 PM,
Tender opening date & time
Date: 27.07.2019 Time:
15.00 PM. SI. No.: 3,
Tender Specification
number: EAV-12/2019-20,
Material Name: gai=e fererd
faaor fm f., & fosi a9 2015-16 @
foritar o 2017-18 e & ATfieh @l bl
1000 gfeai wfd =¥ fet # Hsu1 TH
smgfdl, Last Date & time for
submission of tender
documents Date:
26.07.2019 Time:15.00 PM,
Tender opening date & time

Date: 27.07.2019 Time:
15.00 PM. Sl. No.: 4.,
Tender Specification
number: EAV-18/2019-20,
Material Name:
Appointment of Project

Management Agency (PMA)
Consultant  to provide
services for the works of
Unmeterd to Metered
consumers in rural areas of
all districts Under in PuVVNL.
DISCOM. Last Date & time
for submission of tender
documents Date:
26.07.2019 Time:15.00 PM,
Tender opening date & time

Date: 27.07.2019 Time:
15.00 PM. Other terms and
conditions shall remain
same. Sd/-,
Superintending Engineer
(MM-I) “SAVE
ELECTRICITY |IN THE
INTEREST OF THE
NATION” THieh: 1960/

gfafaffa(an) Aa/ee-1 AaqmE
feAteR: 15.07.2019

(Goa session starts with
altered alignments

SMITANAIR
PANAJI, JULY 15

THE TRADITIONAL alignment of the
Opposition on the left of the Assembly
Speaker and treasury benches on the
right saw adjustments on the first day
of monsoon sessionin Goa Assembly,
with Maharashtrawadi Gomantak
Party (MGP)and Goa Forward, earlier
part of the BJP-led government, now
on the Opposition side, and
Chandrakant Kavlekar, until
Wednesday Leader of Opposition
from the Congress, now occupying the
Deputy Chief Minister’s chair.

Manohar Azgaonkar, formerly of
MGP, is the other Deputy CIVL.

The chair of Leader of Opposition
remained vacant, while four ministers
attended the proceedings without be-
ing allotted portfolios. Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant told the House that
he will answer questions on depart-
ments earlier held by the four minis-

ters who have been dropped.

Speaker Rajesh Patnekar con-
firmed to the media that questions
were rearranged since some questions
were from then Opposition members
who are now in the government. A
question from Francisco Silveira, thus,
received a written reply from Minister
for Animal Husbandry and Veterinary
Services Mauvin Godinho-both MLAs
now in the treasury benches.

Silveira, who was with the
Congress when he had drafted the
question, asked whether the govern-
ment “checks the quality of beef sold
in St Andre constituency”. The minis-
terreplied in positive. On beef coming
from other states, Godinho replied
thatbeef from Karnataka is examined
and certificate is given.

Congress leaders took the matter
of soil erosion as their first questionin
Question Hour, with Chief Minister
Sawant promising that a scientific
agency will be appointed to probe the
declining beach beds across Goa.

Cong MLA says rape case on cops
‘false’, BJP corners Gehlot govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,JULY 15

A DAY after an FIR was lodged
against several police personnel in
Rajasthan’s Churu district for the al-
leged gangrape of a Dalit woman,
Congress MLA from Sardarsahar,
Bhanwarlal Sharma, on Monday
claimed that the allegation is false.

The woman's brother-in-law was
arrested for theft and died in police
custody on July 6. The woman has al-
leged that she was kept inillegal de-
tention for several days, and was
later gangraped by policemen.

Sharma said in the Assembly that
he was not advocating any side, but
that the allegations of rape are wrong.
“The allegations of rape and that of
nails being plucked are false. A his-
tory-sheeter and blackmailer who
wanted to settle scores with local po-
lice incited the family into lodging the
FIR,” he told The Indian Express.

Opposition BJP demanded a CBI
probe and questioned the delay in
lodging FIR. Leader of Opposition
Gulab Chand Kataria said there was
alongdelay inlodging the FIR, which
showed that the victim and her
family were not heard by the
administration.
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DELHI CONFIDENTIAL

PuTtTING CONG IN A SpoT

AIMIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi on Monday put the Congress
in a spot in Lok Sabha. Although the Congress had taken on
the government on various controversies associated with the
NIA, and questioned the validity of the NIA Act, the party was
largely in support of the Bill to amend the Act. During passage
of the Bill by voice vote, Owaisi demanded a division, a move
supported by Home Minister Amit Shah, who said this would
expose who are supporting terrorism. When Speaker Om Birla
gave a go-ahead, the Congress appeared rather uncomfort-
able, and its leader in the House Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
even requested Birla to let the Bill be passed via voice vote.
“We are supporting it anyway,” he said. Birla, however, said
once the chair had granted division, it could not be revoked.

DEFECTION SEASON

IN WHAT seems to be the season of defections, one more
leader who may jump the ship is former Maharashtra deputy
chief minister Chhagan Bhujbal. The state BJP leadership sees
gainin taking the NCP leader given his influence among back-
ward castes. But it cannot do so without a green signal from
the party high command in view of the cases against him

(QUESTION ON (QUESTIONS

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS leaders in both Houses have written
to the respective presiding officers — Rajya Sabha Chairman
Venkaiah Naidu and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla — on the
number of questions being taken up in both Houses on the
law and order situation in West Bengal. The letter states that
repeated questions on one topic in both Houses amount to
“butchering Parliamentary democratic process”. Why is the
West Bengal government being unfairly targeted, the party
asks in the letter signed by Sudip Bandopadhyay in Lok Sabha
and Derek O’Brien in the Upper House.

World Bank to offer $250 million to
Kerala for disaster management

Thiruvananthapuram: In an an-
nouncement on Monday, World
Bank said it would offer a loan of
$250 million to the Kerala
Government for the Resilient
Kerala project, aimed at enhanc-
ing the state’s resilience against
the impacts of natural disasters
and climate change in the wake of

last year’s floods.
The announcement was made
during  “Rebuild Kerala:

Development partners' conclave,”
a meeting of various funding
agencies for rebuilding flood-rav-
aged Kerala.

World Bank country director
Junaid Ahamed said that the pro-
gramme, which represents the
first ‘state partnership’ of the
World Bank in India, is the first of
two Development Policy

Operations aiming to mainstream
disaster and climate resilience into
critical infrastructure and services.

“The World Bank has recently
signed a $250 million loan agree-
ment to help Kerala enhance its
resilience against natural disasters
and climate change, “ the director
said.

“In response to the unex-
pected floods a year back, the
Kerala government has invested
in institutions and programmes
to build a resilient Kerala. It aims
to protect thelives of its citizens in
a world of climatic uncertainty,”
he told the media. Ahamed said
the World Bank is supporting
Kerala through a mechanism of
state partnership in priority areas
such as transport, livelihood, and
urban planning. ENS

Kalraj Mishra named Himachal Governor

New Delhi: The President on
Monday appointed senior BJP
leader Kalraj Mishra as the new
Governor of Himachal Pradesh.
Mishra will replace Acharya
Devvrat, who has been trans-
ferred and appointed as the
Governor of Gujarat.

A Rashtrapati Bhavan press
communique said the appoint-
ments of Mishra and Devvrat

will come into effect from the
dates they assume charge of
their respective offices.

Mishra, 78, had resigned
from the Narendra Modi-led
government as Minister for
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises in 2017 after he
crossed the age of 75, the BJP's
unofficial age limit for holding an
elected post. ENS

Centre set to roll out rotavirus vaccination
drive in all states by September this year

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

THE CENTRE is set to roll out ro-
tavirus vaccine in the universal im-
munisation programme across all
states by September 2019. As part of
the exercise, all 2.6 crore children
born in India annually will be eligi-
ble toreceive free of cost the vaccine
that will protect them from diar-
rhoea. This is one of the three 100-
day targets identified by the Union
Health Ministry, sources said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had asked all departments to iden-
tify “transformative ideas” for im-
plementationin the first 100 days of
government.

The vaccine is currently being
administered in Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh,
Assam, Tripura, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. By
September, all remaining 25 states
and Union Territories will be cov-
ered under the programme.

The other two 100-day targets
set by the ministry are to start a pro-
gramme for setting up of atleast one
medical college or postgraduate
medical institute — public or private

EXPLAINED

Why rotavirusis
® dangerous

ROTAVIRUS INFECTIONS are most common cause of diar-

said sources from the Health
Ministry.

Nine states — Chandigarh,

Punjab, Karnataka, Mizoram, Kerala,
Jammu and Kashmir, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu — already
prohibit the sale, manufacture, dis-
tribution and import of e-cigarettes.

According to a report prepared

by WHO, e-cigarettes or Electronic

rhoea in children. According to Pneumonia and Diarrhea
Progress Report 2018 released by International Vaccine
Access Center at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health, India continues to have the highest burden
of diarrhoea child deaths in the world, with 1,02,813 such
deaths in 2016. According to a study by researchers from
AIIMS, Christian Medical College, Vellore and Tufts
University School of Medicine, Boston, published in Indian
Journal of Medical Research, “...in evaluating the possible de-
ployment of vaccines, it is essential to consider the eco-
nomic burden of the disease and the cost of vaccination... A
study from Vellore showed that 5.8 per cent of the annual
household income was spent on one hospitalization of a
child due to rotavirus diarrhoea.”

allow “sale, manufacture, distribu-
tion, trade import and advertise-
ment” of electronic nicotine deliv-
ery systems or e-cigarettes on
August 28, 2018, but the advisory
hasbeen challenged in court. Hence,
there is a need for a complete ban,

—inevery districtin the country. The
proposal is currently with the
Expenditure Finance Committee for
clearance.

The ministry also plans tobane-
cigarettes. The Centre sent an advi-
sory to all states, asking them to not

Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS)
emit nicotine, the addictive compo-
nent of tobacco products. In addi-
tion to dependence, nicotine can
have adverse effects on the devel-
opment of the foetus during preg-
nancy and may contribute to cardio-
vascular disease.

The WHO report further says
that although nicotine itselfis not a
carcinogen, it may functionasa “tu-
mour promoter” and seems tobein-
volved in the biology of malignant
disease, as well as of neurodegener-
ation. Foetal and adolescent nicotine
exposure may have long-term con-
sequences for brain development,
potentially leading to learning and
anxiety disorders. The evidence is
sufficient to warn children and ado-
lescents, pregnant women, and
women of reproductive age against
ENDS and nicotine.
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I IN PARLIAMENT s

HOME MINISTER BACKS POTA, SAYS COULD HAVE STOPPED 26/11

LS nod to NIA Bill, Shah says won't misuse

FroM THE GALLERY

FROM THE CHAIR

LOK SABHA

“Those who want to
talk (between
themselves) may go to
the gallery. Nobody will
talk in this House.”

OMBIRLA,

Speaker during a discussion on the the
National Investigation Agency
(Amendment) Bill, 2019.

QUOTE OF THEDAY

“I'am doinga
professorial job now. I
am teaching
parliamentary procedure
to the Members of the

ruling party.”
SAUGATA ROY, Trinamool Congress
MP when Speaker Om Birla told him that

members had come to know of himas a
professor.

ROLL CALL

PRIME MINISTER: Not Present
SONIA GANDHI: Present
RAHUL GANDHI: Not Present

S QUESTIONS

BJP MEMBER VIKAS MAHATME
DESCRIBED THE COUNTRY'SRISING
POPULATION ASANATIONAL EMERGENCY
DURING ZEROHOUR INTHE RAJYASABHA.
HE SPOKE TO ABANTIKA GHOSH.

Why did you talk about population
as anational emergency?

We keep talking about the
demographic dividend but the
reality is, there is no dividend
without investment. We have not
invested in our young people to the
full extent that can make them yield
ademographic dividend because
our resources are limited. We have
17.4 per cent of the world’s
population but do not have the
resources to invest in them.

You also mentioned disparities in
fertility of various sections of
society.

Itis usually the poor and the
uneducated who have more
children. The highly educated do not
choose to have that many children
and this disparity is increasing day
by day. This uneven growth in
population s also the reason for
malnutrition, stunted growth etc...

What do you suggest we do about
this?

The most important thing is that the
lady of the house should decide on
the number of children... It has to be
her call alone..Then we have to
counsel women about spacing.

That would require a level of
empowerment of women that we
are still very far from. What do we
doin the interim?

Counselling, as I mentioned, is very
important. We also need to
popularise the more long-term
contraceptives such as injectibles
and implants...

The government has introduced
injectable contraceptivesin the
national programme.

Yes but what is the uptake like?... It
is important to popularise these
methods that are hassle free for the
woman...

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

SPEAKING DURING a debate on a Bill that
seeks to give more powers to the National
Investigation Agency (NIA), Home Minister
Amit Shah told the Lok Sabha on Monday
that the government would use the NIA Act
to “finish terrorism” and not “misuse” it to
target any community. The House later
passed the Bill, with 278 votes in favour of it
and six against.

Shah also said that repeal of the
Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) was a bad
move, and the Congress had taken the deci-
sion to save its “vote bank”. He said if POTA
had not been repealed, the 26/11 attacks in
Mumbai may not have happened.

The Bill saw acrimonious debate in the
House with Opposition members accusing
the government of derailing terror cases
against Hindutva activists and turning India
into a “police state”. Shah said the nation must
know “who are the people standing against
terrorism, and who are standing by it”.

“Although (MoS Home G Kishan) Reddyji
will give a detailed reply, some important is-
sues have been raised by members to which
[ feel  must respond. Questions have been
raised on the issue of misuse of the Act and
about some religions. I assure the House that
the Modi government has no intention to
misuse this Act. But it will be used to finish
terrorism, and we will not see religion in
that,” Shah said.

Some members raised the issue of TADA
(Terrorist and Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act) and POTA having been al-
legedly misused, and pointed out that they
were later repealed.

“They were not repealed for misuse.
POTA was repealed for vote bank. It was re-
pealed by Congress in 2004. It was a politi-
cal move. You want to do politics, it’s okay.

Harsh Vardhan in Lok Sabha. PTI

Surrogacy
Regulation Bill
introduced in
Lok Sabha

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

THE GOVERNMENT on Monday introduced
the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019 in the
Lok Sabha. If passed, the Bill would bring a
ban on commercial surrogacy and allow only
close relatives to act as surrogates to infertile
couples for “ethical altruistic” reasons.

The legislation seeks to “allow ethical al-
truistic surrogacy to the intending infertile
Indian married couple between the age of
23-50 years and 26-55 years for female and
male, respectively”.

According to the Bill, a woman should be
allowed to act as a surrogate mother only
once. She should be between 25 and 35 years
of age and should be a close relative of the
intending couple. Also, she should be mar-
ried and have a child of her own.

The Bill, introduced by Health and Family
Welfare Minister Harsh Vardhan, also stipu-
lates the constitution of surrogacy boards at
the national and state levels. According to the
new norms, couples will not be able to aban-
don a child produced through surrogacy un-
der any condition.

The statement of objectives of the Bill
said: “Due to lack of legislation to regulate
surrogacy, the practice has been misused by
surrogacy clinics, which leads to rampant
commercial surrogacy and unethical prac-
tices...”

The Bill had been passed by the previous
Lok Sabha in December, 2018, but it lapsed.

Bill to fortify arbitration
framework introduced in RS

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

A BILL aimed at improving institutional ar-
bitration in the country was introduced in
the Rajya Sabha on Monday by Union Law
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad.

The Arbitration and Conciliation
(Amendment) Bill 2019 seeks to make India
a hub of domestic and global arbitration for
settling commercial disputes. It provides for
settlement of commercial disputes within
six months, among other measures.

Successive governments have been push-
ing to make India a centre of domestic and
international arbitration.

Aprevious version of the Bill was cleared

by the Lok Sabha in August 2018, but could
not be passed in the Rajya Sabha. The new
Bill, which amends the 1996 Act, seeks to
provide for a robust mechanism to deal with
institutional disputes and ensures account-
ability of the arbitrator. The amendments
will help establish an independent body to
lay down standards, make the arbitration
process more friendly and cost-effective, and
ensure timely disposal of cases.

It provides for setting up anindependent
body — the Arbitration Council of India (ACI)
— to set up a framework for creating arbitral
institutions and accrediting arbitrators by
laying down norms. The ACI would be man-
dated to frame rules on how institutions
would be graded, norms to be followed, and
monitoring of quality and performance.

P11

Renuka Puri

Amit Shah in Lok Sabha on Monday; AIMIM MP Asaduddin Owaisi (right)
opposed the Bill and asked why the NIA had not filed appeals against the acquittal

of those accused in Hindutva terror cases.

But don’t use the forum of Parliament for it,”
Shah said.

“Repealing POTA was not the right move.
It’s not just me, even people in the security es-
tablishment believe this. Because of repeal of
POTA, terrorismincreased in the next few years,
and we had the 26/11 attacks. The Congresswas
forced to bring in the NIA Act. Had POTA not
been repealed, the Mumbai attacks would
probably not have happened,” he said.

Opposing the Bill, AIMIM MP Asaduddin
Owaisi said only one community was tar-
geted in terror investigations, and asked Shah
why the NIA had not filed appeals against the
acquittal of those accused in Hindutva ter-
ror cases. “NIA is not appealing because the
victims are Muslims,” he said.

“Owaisi Saheb is unaware that action has
been taken even against Tamil organisations
involved in terror activities... When we make
such arguments, we boost the morale of ter-
rorists,” replied Shah.

During passage of the Bill, which was put

to voice vote by Speaker Om Birla, Owaisi re-
peatedly demanded division.

“There must be division on this issue. The
nation must come to know who are the peo-
ple standing against terrorism and who are
standing by it,” Shah responded.

When NC MP Hasnain Masoodi raised
the issue of personal liberty, Shah said: “You
are worried about personal liberty, and not
worried about those who have become wid-
ows because of terrorism. Do not spread such
propaganda.”

Congress leader of the house Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury asked how the govern-
ment intended to probe cases in Pakistan.
Shah said the NIA’s powers would draw from
various international conventions, like the
SAARC convention against terrorism.
“Pakistan is not a signatory to it... But it will
eventually have to sign it. And to deal with
Pakistan, we have other ways too, such as
surgical strike and air strike,” he said.

Congress member Manish Tewari raised

CLICKED AT PARLIAMENT

BJP’s Surat MP Darshana Jardosh clicks a picture of her visitors at the Parliament complex on Monday. Renuka Puri

Bill in Lok Sabha proposes Rs 5 lakh
compensation for death in road accidents

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

THE MOTOR Vehicles(Amendment) Bill,
2019, passed in the Lok Sabha on Monday
proposes a compensation of Rs 5 lakh for
death and Rs 2.5 lakh for a grievous injury in
amotor vehicle accident.

The Bill, introduced by Minister of State for
Road Transport VK Singh, stipulates increased
penalties for violations, facilitates the grant of
online learning licence, simplifies insurance
procedures and protects those who come to
the rescue of accident victims. The period for
renewal of the transport licence would be in-
creased to five years from three years. The li-
censing authority would be empowered to
grant licences to differently-abled persons too.

Responding to objections against the Bill
from several members, including Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury of the Congress and
Saugata Roy and Mohua Moitra of the
Trinamool Congress, Union Road Transport

Road Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari
in the House on Monday. P11

Minister Nitin Gadkari said the Central
Government had no intention to take away
the rights of states. He said the legislation
was not binding on states.

Gadkari added that the Bill had been ex-
amined by the parliamentary standing com-
mittee and a select committee. It was passed
by the previous Lok Sabha but could not get
approval from the Rajya Sabha, he added.
Gadkari maintained that the legislation was

Whatare the
changes

UNDER THE NIA (Amendment) Bill,
2019, the agency can investigate ter-
ror attacks on Indians or Indian facil-
ities abroad. The government can des-
ignate any sessions court as an NIA
special court. Additionally, the NIA can
also investigate offences under the
Explosive Substances Act, Atomic
Energy Act, manufacture or sale of
prohibited arms and cyber-terrorism.

the issue of the NIA Act being caughtin a le-
gal battle overits validity. He said the CBI had
also been declared illegal by a court.

“If CBI was illegal Manishji, you would
have had the maximum problem. No one has
misused the CBI as much as the Congress,”
replied Shah.

Some members referred to the 2008
Malegaon blast case and the allegations by
then special public prosecutor Rohini Salian
that the NIA had asked her to go slow.

“The matter is sub-judice, so we cannot
comment on it,” said MoS (Home) Reddy.

On fears that the NIA Act violates the fed-
eral structure, Reddy said, “NIA only takes up
cases of inter-state jurisdiction, and even that
is done after discussion with states. We never
go without informing the state. Speak to your
DGPs and they will tell you.”

prepared after discussions and recommen-
dations by transport ministers of 18 states.
He was ready to discuss all issues and the
members should either convince him or get
convinced if they had any reservations about
the Bill. The minister called upon the House
to pass the legislation, which, he stated, was
aimed at saving human lives.

Moitra expressed her concern over the pro-
posal to raise the time limit for the renewal of
the driving licence from one month to one year
before and after the expiry date. She said it was
a matter concerning the safety of people.
Speaker Om Birla observed thatall suchissues
could be taken up during the discussion.

Gadkari told the House that around 30
per cent of driving licences in the country
were bogus. About 1.5 lakh people died and
another 5 lakh people got injured inroad ac-
cidents every year. “l admit, my department
has failed to pass the Bill in the last five years,”
he said, adding that only Tamil Nadu had
managed to reduce the number of accidents
by around 15 per cent.

Govt plans to set up 4,200 Ayush
wellness centres in ongoing fiscal

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

AS RAJYA Sabha members across party lines
sought more funding by the government for
the Ministry of Ayush for encouraging tradi-
tional systems of medicine, the government
said on Monday that it plans to set up 4,200
Ayush wellness centres in the country in FY
2019-20 across several states.

Ayush Minister Shripad Yesso Naik in-
formed the Rajya Sabha that 2,500 new cen-
tres are planned to be opened within the first
four months of the present government. He
said that the government has also provided fi-
nancial assistance to set up integrated Ayush

hospitals in 85 districts across various states,
and has plans to add more.

“We have received proposals fromvarious
state governments to open 50 more such in-
tegrated Ayush hospitals,” Naik said while re-
plying to the debate on working of the Ayush
ministry. Highlighting the efforts of the Centre,
Naik said the Modi government is trying toen-
courage traditional medicine systems. “The
government is trying to modernise Ayush hos-
pitals across the country and is increasing the
number of doctors. Itis also modernising post-
graduate AYUSH medical colleges,” the min-
ister said.

He said the Centre is encouraging state gov-
ernments to upgrade infrastructure and im-
prove the financial situation of the Ayush col-

leges functioning under their control. It is also
promoting yoga for healthier life, he said.

Initiating the debate, SP leader Ram Gopal
Yadav said, “The government provided around
Rs 53,000 crore for Ministry of Health and Rs
1,686 crore for Ministry of Ayush for the last
fiscal. Standing Committee has asked to in-
crease the budget for Ministry of Ayush.”
Yadav also asked the government to introduce
NET like all-India entrance exam for tradition
medical education. Echoing his views,
Congress member Jairam Ramesh said
Ayurveda “will not become great by chanting
slogans”, rather it has to based on modern sci-
ence and strict clinical trials. He said there is a
need for convergence of tradition medical sys-
tems with modern science.
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No RS nod
without
scrutiny:
Oppn to Govt

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

OPPOSITION PARTIES in the Rajya Sabha
have told the government that Bills such as
those related to the NIA, UAPA, protection of
human rights and consumer protection can-
not be passed in the Upper House without
legislative scrutiny.

“This morning, at the BAC (Business
Advisory Committee) meeting, it was made
clear to the government that seven Bills
have been passed in the Lok Sabha, 10 more
introduced. There is no way these 17 Bills
can be passed without legislative scrutiny.
Some Bills may be passed, but those like the
NIA Bill, UAPA Bill etc have to be subjected
to close scrutiny before they can be passed,”
said a source.

According to sources, Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu told the government during
the meeting of the Rajya Sabha Business
Advisory Committee on Monday that it
should take the Opposition into confidence
and address their concerns regarding the
Bills. Meanwhile, seven Rajya Sabha MPs
were elected unopposed as Members of the
Committee on Public Accounts — three from
the BJP, two of the Congress and one each
from the Trinamool Congress and Akali Dal.
These include Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
Bhupendra Yadav and CM Ramesh of BJP,
Prof M V Rajeev Gowda and Bhubaneswar
Kalita of the Congress, Sukhendu Sekhar Ray
(TMC)and Naresh Gujral (SAD). Of the seven
Rajya Sabha slots on the Committee on Public
Undertakings, BJP got three with the remain-
ing four going to the Congress, BJD, SP and
AIADMK.

Of the 10 Rajya Sabha seats in the
Committee on the Welfare of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes, BJP got four,
Congress two and one each went to the
Trinamool Congress, Bahujan Samaj Party,
Communist Party of India (Marxist) and
nominated Member Dr Narendra Jadhav.
These committees are of the Lok Sabha and
their tenure will end on April 30, 2020.

Form standing
committees fast,
demand Oppn
leaders

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

OPPOSITION LEADERS, including the
Congress’s P Chidambaram and TMC's Derek
O’ Brien on Monday demanded in the Rajya
Sabha that several Parliamentary standing
committees be constituted soon so that key
Bills can be scrutinised by them.

The issue came up when Minister of State
for Parliamentary Affairs, V Muraleedharan,
was moving a motion to allow a Bill to be
passed in the Upper House, without refer-
ring to a standing committee.

Responding to the Opposition’s demands,
the minister said the process of constituting
these committees was underway. Stating
that the Centre did not want to bypass stand-
ing committees, he said the Bill had to be
passed because of an emergency situation
and added that this happened in 2006, 2009
and 2014 as well.

“When would the committees be consti-
tuted?” asked former finance minister
Chidambaram, to which, Muraleedharan
said it is a process which involved members
of all parties. O’Brien observed that more
than seven Bills had been passed without re-
ferring to standing committees, so far.

Congress MP Jairam Ramesh was among
those who raised concerns on the issue.

Centre targeting
Bengal govt,
says TMC leader

New Delhi: Trinamool Congress MP Sudip
Bandyopadhyay on Monday alleged that the
Centre was targeting the Mamata Banerjee-
led West Bengal Government, and had issued
10 advisories to it in as many days.

“Some questions are normally allowed to
be raised on the floor of the House with mild
variations again and again. But 10 advisories
have been sent to the Government of West
Bengal by the Government of Indiain 10 days,”
he said in the Lok Sabha during Zero Hour.

“Why is the West Bengal Government be-
ing targeted?” he asked the government, and
registered his protest over the issue saying
such actions hurt the democratic system.

“If any member asks any question, thatis
sent to the state government... It is butcher-
ing the parliamentary democratic
process...We strongly protest against it. Sir
(the Speaker), I would draw your attention,
you must take care of it and the questions
should not be allowed to be repeated in this
manner,” said the TMCleader. BJP members
were seen protesting against the remarks.
Bandyopadhyay did not elaborate on the
content of the advisories. ENS
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E-Procurement Tender Enquiry Notice
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
Directorate General Border Security Force

Motor Transport Pool- 110066
WEST BLOCK -8, WING-IV, SECTOR-1, RK PURAM, NEW DELHI - 110066

(Tele/Fax No 26193282-83) E-mail : sksanbsf73@bsf.nic.in
Tender No.105/Tender/DG MT Pool/BSF/2019/3442 Dated, the 10 July 2019
1. On behalf of the President of India, DIG(HQ)FHQ, BSF invites, Limited Tender in single bid
system from registered owners / contractors/Transporters for Hiring of Civil vehicle for providing
vehicles for conveyance of VIPs/VVIPs/Foreign Delegates within Delhi/Outside Delhi to attend
various Force level functions organized by BSF during the year 2019-20 as per terms and
conditions of the tender
2. Bids shall be submitted Through Dak/Tender Box. Tenderers are advised to follow the instructions
provided in the clause No. 28.
CRITICAL DATE SHEET

Published date -10 July'2019
Bid Document download Start Date -10 July'2019
Clarification Start Date -14 July'2019
Clarification End Date -15 July'2019
Bid Submission Start Date -16 July'2019
Bid Submission End Date -21 July'2019
Bid Opening Date -24 July'2019

3. This tender enquiry has Schedules and appendices as following:-
(i) SCHEDULES
(i) Schedule-lI = Condition of tender
(i) Schedule-ll = Special instructions
(iii) Schedule-lll = List of destinations for which vehicles required
(i) APPENDICES (to be filled & submitted by tenderer)
(i)  Appendix- 1 = Offer of stores,
(i)  Appendix-2 = Details of Manufacturer Auth Dealer.
(iii)  Appendix-3 = Questionnaire about manufacturer/Tenderer.
(vi) Appendix-4 (A&B) = Bank Guarantee Proforma for EMD and PS.
(vii) Appendix-5 = Guarantee / Warranty clause.
(Viii) Appendix-6 = Proforma for Price bid.
(ix) Appendix-7 = Check list of Tenderers.
(x)  Appendix-8 = Sheet to be filled by the Vender
(x)  Appendix-9 = List of vehicles held with the firms
(iiiy) ANNEXURE (To be filled & submitted by Tenderer)
(i) Annexure-A = Certificate by the tenderer regarding acceptance of terms and conditions of tender.
(i) Annexure-B = Certificate by the tenderer regarding firm is not blacklisted.
(iii) Annexure-C= MODEL ECS MANDATE FORMAT
Encls:- Aforesaid schedules & enclosures
Sd/-
(Sanjay Kumar) 2IC
Camp Commandant DG BSF MT Pool
For DIG(HQ) FHQ, BSF

davp 19110/11/0045/1920 On behalf of the President of India

Bail after 7 yrs, man says said yes
to LeT charge to avoid long trial

SAILEEDHAYALKAR
MUMBAI, JULY 15

TWO YEARS ago, five menarrested
on charges of being Lashkar-e-Ta-
iba(LeT)operatives pleaded guilty
before a special court in Mumbai.
After seven years of incarceration,
Mohammad Irfan Gaus was the fi-
rstamong them to be granted bail
this month. After his release from
Taloja prison, he has claimed that
he was innocent but pleaded gu-
ilty to avoid a prolonged trial and
worsening of his family’s situation.

Last week, while granting bail
to Gaus, the Bombay High Court
observed: “Prima facie, at this sta-
ge, we are of the opinion that pe-
rusal of material made available to
us does not show that there are
reasonable grounds for believing
thataccusations against the appel-
lant/accused no.4(Gaus)aretrue.”

The Maharashtra ATS filed a
chargesheet against the five, in-
cluding Gaus, for offences punish-
able under Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act,IPC and the Arms
Act.InOctober 2013, the case was
transferred to the NIA.

Gaus (32)told The Indian Exp-
ress, “The NIA told us thatafewac-
cused in a similar case have plea-
ded guilty before a special courtin

CORRIGENDUM NOTICE

Mohammad Gaus was
arrested on August 31,2012

Bengaluru and sentenced to five
years of imprisonment. NIA sug-
gested that we consider pleading
guilty. We decided to plead guilty
and requested NIA to tell the court
to grant us five years of imprison-
mentaswe had already spent that
timeinjail,” he said. “We were left
with no choice but to plead guilty,
notbecause we were guilty, butwe
had noideawhenour case was go-
ing to be concluded. We had fam-
ilies tolook after. The situation was
gettingbad.”

The NIA did not respond to
calls and text messages from The
Indian Express seeking comment.

Appearing for the NIAin court,
Advocate AM Chimalkar opposed
Gaus’s bail plea by contending
that there is voluminous docu-
mentary evidence against him.

Sr. NAME OF OLD REFERENCE/NIT NO. NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM WEBSITE OF NODAL OFFICER/
No. DEPARTMENT THE BOARD CONTACT DETAILS/
CORP./AUTH EMAIL
1. UHBVN NIT NO. 02/XEN/SU-11/2019-20 HIRING OF VEHICLE (DATE EXTENDED) SALE OF TENDER FORM 18.07.2019 UPTO 17:00 HRS. LAST DATE OF  www.uhbvn.org.in 0184-2268351
DATED 10.06.2019 RECEIPT OF TENDER FORM 19.07.2019 UPTO 15.00 HRS. OPENING AFTER 15.30 HRS.
2. HVPN NIET NO. 22/TS/FBD/ THE DATE OF TENDER SUBMISSION EXTENDED UPTO 13.00 HRS. ON DATED 29.07.2019 AND www.hvpn.org.in (0172-2583789)
2018-19 OPENING DATE UPTO 15.00 HRS. ON DATED 29.07.2019 pro@hvpn.org.in
3. HVPN E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 46/ CWFG- CORRIGENDUM NO. VIl ONLINE TENDER IS INVITED FOR EXTENSION OF SWITCH HOUSE BUILDING AT 66 KV www.hvpn.org.in (0172-2583789)
25/VOL-Il/ 2018-19 S/STN. PARTAP STEEL. (ONLINE TENDER ID:-106027)ESTIMATE COST/EARNEST MONEY (IN LACS):- Rs. 35.89 pro@hvpn.org.in
DATED 22.11.2018 LAC/RS. 0.718 LAC LAST DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION:- 26.07.2019 (11.00 A.M.)
4. HVPN 02/XEN/TS/SRS/2019-20 DATED 28.06.2019 THE LAST DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS EXTENDED www.hvpn.org.in (0172-2583789)
(TENDER ID: 019_HBC_83353_1) UPTO 25.07.2019 (11.00 HRS.) pro@hvpn.org.in
5. HVPN NIET NO. 21/TS/FBD/2018-19 THE DATE OF TENDER SUBMISSION EXTENDED UPTO 13.00 HRS. ON DATED 29.07.2019 AND OPENING DATE ~ www.hvpn.org.in (0172-2583789)
UPTO 15.00 HRS. ON DATED 29.07.2019 pro@hvpn.org.in
6. HVPN E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 43/CWFG-25/ CORRIGENDUM NO. IV ONLINE TENDER IS INVITED FOR PAINTING OF CONTROL ROOM BUILDING WITH MINOR  www.hvpn.org.in (0172-2583789)
VOL-11/2018-19, DT. 11.10.2018 REPAIRS, PROVIDING ALUMINIUM DOORS AT MAIN AND YARD ENTRANCE, ELECTRICAL WIRING, 200 MM THICK pro@hvpn.org.in
CC LAYER, CC ROAD, MAIN GATE, PROVIDING COVERS ON UNCOVERED LENGTH
77536/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
Sr. NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE AMOUNT/EMD WEBSITE OF THE BOARD NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
No. BOARD/CORP./AUTH. CLOSING DATE (APPROX.) IN CORP./AUTH. DETAILS/E-MAIL
(TIME) RUPEES
1. HVPN REPLACEMENT OF ORDINARY PILOT STRING DISC INSULA- 11.07.2019 1.85 www.hvpn.org.in 0172-2583789
TORS WITH COMPOSITE LONG ROD POLYMER INSULATOR 26.07.2019 LACS pro@hvpn.org.in
OF 220 KV (PGCIL) HISAR- FATEHABAD D/C LINE FOR
FY 2019-20.
2. HVPN CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE OF CEMENT CONCRET 11.07.2019 7.20 https://etenders.hry.nic.in 0172-2583789
PAVEMENT ROAD AT 66 KV S/STN. BARNALA,&REPAIR,MAIN- 01.08.2019 LACS pro@hvpn.org.in
TENANCE & WHITE WASHING OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING66
KV S/STN. BARNALA,SADOPUR AND DHULKOT COMPLEX
3. HVPN OUTSOURCING OF VEHICLE UNDER TS CIRCLE HISAR FOR CLOSING 1.50 www.hvpn.org.in 0172-2583789
FY 2019-20. 26.07.2019 LACS pro@hvpn.org.in
4, HVPN REPLACEMENT OF 132KV TRANSFORMER AND LINE PAN- 11.07.2019 4.03 www.hvpn.org.in 0172-2583789
LES AND 132KV S/STN PANIPAT AND REPLACEMENT OF 25.07.2019 LACS pro@hvpn.org.in
11KV XLPE CABLE AT 132KV CHANDOLI.
5. THE SONIPAT PURCHASE OF DRUM TO DRUM TUBES OF ROW 8, 9, 10, 11 08.07.2019 NIL https://etenders.hry.nic.in 9728310007
CO-OPERATIVE SUGAR OF BOILER NO:1 OF O.D. SIZE-2.50, TATA/ T.I. MAKE + 39 22.07.2019 sonipatsugar@gmail.com
MILLS LTD OTHER WORKS
6. UHBVN HIRING OF VEHICLE THROUGH OUTSOURCING POLICY FOR CLOSING 6000 EACH www.uhbvn.org.in 9315457364
S/OFFICE, UHBVN, KIRMACH (KURUKSHETRA). 22.07.2019 xenopuhbvnkurukshetra@gmail.com
7. UHBVN A/MTC OF NRB AT 33KV S/STN. MULTISTOREY OFFICE COM- 10.07.2019 3.30 www.uhbvn.org.in xenciviluhbvnrohtak@gmail.com
PLEX AT BAHADURGARH 23.07.2019 LACS
8. UHBVN A/MTC OF NRB AT DIVISIONAL STORE MEHAM ROAD UHBVN 10.07.2019 1.50 www.uhbvn.org.in xenciviluhbvnrohtak@gmail.com
GOHANA 23.07.2019 LACS
9. UHBVN A/MTC OF NRB AT 33KV S/STN. CENTRAL STORE PANIPAT 10.07.2019 3.98 www.uhbvn.org.in xenciviluhbvnrohtak@gmail.com
23.07.2019 LACS
10. UHBVN CONSTRUCTION OF 5000 LTRS CAPACITY WATER STORAGE 10.07.2019 1.83 www.uhbvn.org.in xenciviluhbvnrohtak@gmail.com
TANK WITH SUPPORTING CIVIL STRUCTURE AT OP CIRCLE 23.07.2019 LACS
OFFICE COMPLEX AT OLD DC ROAD UHBVN SONEPAT
11, HARYANA TOURISM CONST. OF BOUNDARY WALL, RAISING OF BOUNDARY WALL 12.07.2019 20.25 haryanatourism.gov.in 9216400440
CORPORATION LIMITED  NEAR MP HALL AND P/F CC KERB AND SPECIAL REPAIR OF 01.08.2019 LACS haryanatourism@gmail.com
EXISTING BUILDING INCLUDING ELECTRICAL WORK AT
KINGFISHER T/C, AMBALA
12. HARYANA TOURISM CONST. OF CEMENT CONCRETE PARKING/ROAD, BOUNDARY 12.07.2019 8.75 haryanatourism.gov.in 9216400440
CORPORATION LIMITED  WALL, TILE TERRACING, EXTERIOR GRADE TILE AND OTHER 01.08.2019 LACS haryanatourism@gmail.com
WORKS AT T/C, GARUR GUEST HOUSE, ADI BADRI,
YAMUNANAGAR
13. HARYANA TOURISM WORK OF CONSTRUCTION OF SHIKHAR (3 NOS.) MANDIR 12.07.2019 5 haryanatourism.gov.in 9216400440
CORPORATION LIMITED WITH STONE CLADDING ON TERRACE OF CORRIDOR/ PAS- 01.08.2019 LACS haryanatourism@gmail.com
SAGE AT BRAHAM SAROVAR, KURUKSHETRA.
14. HARYANA TOURISM WORK FOR BOUNDARY WALL ON VACANT LAND AT TOURIST 12.07.2019 27.30 haryanatourism.gov.in 9216400440
CORPORATION LIMITED COMPLEX, YADAVINDRA GARDEN, PINJORE. 01.08.2019 LACS haryanatourism@gmail.com
15. MUNICIPAL COUNCIL CONST. AND REPAIRING OF BRANCH STREETS OF GALI 15.07.2019 374.06 etenders.hry.nic.in 01250-220056
CHARKHI DADRI NO.9 IN WARD NO 1 ,CHARKHI DADRI + 36 OTHER WORKS 25.07.2019 LACS
16. MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CONST OF BOUNDARY WALL & ROOM IN SHIVDHAM IN VIL- 13.07.2019 67.78 https://etenders.hry.nic.in 8708884382
YAMUNA NAGAR-JAGADHRI LAGE CHANETI + 9 OTHER WORKS 17.07.2019 LACS xen.mcynr@gmail.com
17.  MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE CONST OF KANNA COMMUNITY COMMUNITY CENTER 12.07.2019 30 https://etenders.hry.nic.in Munc Eng
KALAYAT WARD NO.04 + 1 OTHER WORK 19.07.2019 LACS
18. MUNICIPAL COUNCIL PURCHASE/SUPPLY OF E-RICKSHAW GARBAGE TIPPER IN 11.07.2019 65 etenders.hry.nic.in 01250-220056
CHARKHI DADRI MC CHARKHI DADRI + 1 OTHER WORK 22.07.2019 LACS
19. MUNICIPAL CORPORATION  PROVIDING & INSTALLATION OPERATION & MAINTENANCE 10.07.2019 5 https://etenders.hry.nic.in ees@mcg.gov.in
GURGAON OF 10 SEATER MOBILE TOILET VAN IN ALL FOUR ZONES 19.07.2019 LACS
UNDER JURISDICTION OF MCG
20. MUNICIPAL CORPORATION  COMPLETE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE INCLUDING 12.07.2019 10 https://etenders.hry.nic.in ees@mcg.gov.in
GURUGRAM CLEANING, INTERIOR & EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE OF 26.07.2019 LACS
BUILDING, SYSTEM, ELECTRICITY AND WATER
SUPPLY ETC
21.  MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE MAINTENANCE OF TOWN PARK, SUBASH PARK, ANSHI LAL 12.07.2019 AS PER https://etenders.hry.nic.in Munc Eng
MEHAM PARK AND TOILETS IN M.C MEHAM FOR TWO YEARS + 1 22.07.2019 DNIT
OTHER WORK
22. MUNICIPAL CORPORATION PROVIDING AND LAYING 150MM D.| PIPE WATER SUPPLY CLOSING 9.37 https://etenders.hry.nic.in 7988669791
GURUGRAM LINE FROM NH-8 SERVICES LINE TO SHOP FACTORY 19.07.2019 LACS ee3@mecg.gov.in
KHANDSA ROAD WARD NO 27 UNDER MCG
23. HSAMB ANNUAL/ORDINARY REPAIR OF VARIOUS LINK ROADS 16.07.2019 2.94 http:/etenders.hry.nic.in 9971730975
FARIDABAD (GROUP NO.1) IN PRITHLA CONSTITUENCY (ROAD ID H-683, 25.07.2019 CRORE xenfaridabad.hsamb2019@gmail.com
753, 5168, 655) TIME LIMIT UP TO 15.03.2020. + 25 OTHER
WORKS
24, HSAMB CONSTRUCTION OF LINK ROAD FROM VILL. KHERI MATRWA CLOSING 1.31 https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01746-222374
KAITHAL TO DHERDU(M.C PUNDRI) ID-9764 HON'BLE C.M ANNOUNCE- 21.07.2019 CRORE xenkaithal1.hsamb@gmail.com
MENT 25172 DT 03.03.2019 + 1 OTHER WORK
25. HSAMB A/R OF L/R (I) UNHANI TO KEMLA ID 601 (Il) APPROACH CLOSING AS PER https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01274-224187
REWARI ROAD FROM PWD ROAD TO SPORTS STADIUM CHHITHROLI. 25.07.2019 TENDER xenrewari2019@gmai.com
ID 607 (Ill) DULOTH JAL TO SILARPUR ID 610 NOTICE
26. HSAMB WIDENING OF L/R FROM THANESAR CITY TO GHAMUR 17.07.2019 1.37 https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01744-231420
KURUKSHETRA KHERI VIA BAHRI IN MC THANESAR (ROAD ID-3579) + 4 06.08.2019 CRORE xenkkr.hsamb@gmail.com
OTHER WORKS
27. DHBVN PROCUREMENT OF LT XLPE CABLE (ARMOURED) AND TWIN 15.07.2019 417 www.dhbvn.org.in 01662-223302
CORE PVC CABLES (UN-ARMOURED) OF VARIOUS SIZES. 06.08.2019 CRORE ceophisar@gmail.com
NIT NO-04/CE/OP/HSR/2019-20 DATED-11.07.2019
28. HARYANA STATE REPLACEMENT OF 80 OLD MOISTURE METERS WITH NEW 10.07.2019 1 https:/etenders.hry.nic.in 0172-2584600
WAREHOUSING COMPACT UNIVERSAL DIGITAL DATA LOGGING UNDER BUY 24.07.2019 LACS msthwc@hry.nic.in
CORPORATION BACK SCHEME
29 HPGCL E-NIT NO.01/CMDP-1/2019-20 DTD 09.07.2019 SUB:- WORK OF 09.07.2019 48.63 www.hpgcl.org.in 0180-2566015
REPAIR OF ROAD IN PLANT & COLONY AREA AT PTPS, 08.08.2019 LACS xenmtcplg1@gmail.com

PANIPAT

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

77533/HRY

According to the prosecution,
Gaus and another accused Muzz-
ammil made 214 calls to each
other between October 10, 2011,
and August9,2012. Gausallegedly
also travelled with Muzzammil
from Mumbai to Nanded by bus.

The prosecution claimed that
one of the men had received mo-
ney from Saudi Arabia, sentby an-
other accused. It was alleged that
the accused were found withare-
volver and live cartridges, and that
they planned to instigate young
Muslims to take to violence.

In November 2017, the five
sought to plead guilty before the
trial court. The court, however, re-
jected their request.

While rejecting the bail plea of
Gaus at the time, the HC observed
that “the trial of the case be taken
up as expeditiously as possible
and in any event, within eight
months”. However, Gaus said,
only three witnesses were exam-
ined in eight months, and the case
is still at the stage of the last wit-
ness, the investigating officer, be-
ing examined.

Gaus said he was working at
his inverter battery shop before
he was arrested in 2012. While
he was in jail, his father and
brother took care of his wife and
his son.
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Don’t address judges as
My Lord and Your
Lordship: Rajasthan HC

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR,JULY 15

UNDERSCORING THE “mandate
of equality enshrined in the
Constitution”, the Rajasthan High
Court on Monday asked all
lawyers appearing beforeitto “de-
sist” from addressing judges as
‘My Lord’ or ‘Your Lordship’.

The decision was taken unan-
imously in a meeting of the Full
Court on Sunday. The high Court
noticeissued on Monday said: “To
honour the mandate of equality
enshrined in the Constitution of
India, the Full Courtinits meeting
dated 14.07.2019 has unani-
mously resolved to request the
counsels and those who appear
before the court todesist fromad-
dressing the Hon'ble Judges as My
Lord’ and *Your Lordship’.”

In 2014, a bench of Supreme
Court JusticesH L Dattuand SA
Bobde had said it was the choice
of the lawyers how to address
them but the court was clear that
itonly wanted arespectful address
tothe chair, “All thatjudges need is
arespectful and dignified way of
addressing them. You don’t need
to call us ‘my lord’ or ‘lordship’ al-

Assam Police Border Organization
Corrigendum - 5

With reference to the tender no. SPLDGP(B)eFT/06-19/02/122

dated-3rd June 2019 for Supply, installation and commissioning of

IT assets under e-Foreigners Tribunal Project for System

Integration, it is hereby notified for general information that the last

date of bid submission mentioned in section 1.3 of the RFP

document, may be changed as follows:

1. Last date & time for submission of bid : 23rd July 2019 up
to 12.00 PM

2. Opening of bid: 23rd July 2019 at 03.00 PM

The other terms & condition mentioned in the RFP and published

corrigendum shall remain intact.

Corrigendum 6

With reference to the tender no.SPLDGP(B)/eFT/06-19/01/157
dated-3rd June 2019 for Selection of System Integrator for an
integrated IT solution for e-Foreigners Tribunal (eFT) System, it is
hereby notified for general information that the last date of bid
submission mentioned in section 1.3 of the RFP document, may
be changed as follows:
1. Last date & time for submission of bid : 22nd July 2019 up

to 03.00 PM
2. Opening of bid: 22nd July 2019 at 04.00 PM
The other terms & condition mentioned in the RFP and published
corrigendum shall remain intact.

Sd/-

Janasanyog/C/2205/19 CEO, e-FT Mission

ways; calling us ‘sir’is good enough
for us”. The apex court observa-
tionwasinregard toa PILby advo-
cate Shiv Sagar Tiwari, who had
said itwas a symbol of slavery and
against the dignity of the country.
Thejudges, however, did notissue
an order reasoning that “can we
say don’t address as ‘my lord’ or
‘your lordship’ or we would haul
you up for contempt? No, we can’t
be passing such orders”.

CLSaini, Chairman of the Bar
Council of Rajasthan, said itis “bet-
terlate than never”. “The graph of
humanity will rise and will lead to
better terms between the Judges
and advocates,” he said, adding
that BCIrules already say thatitis
not mandatory to address judges
with the said titles.

Ranjeet Joshi, president of the
Rajasthan High Court Advocates’
Association, Jodhpur, said, “Itisa
nice initiative since these words,
introduced by the British, were a
sign of slavery. ‘Sir’, ‘Shrimaan’
and ‘Your Honour’ are better al-
ternatives to ‘My Lord’ or ‘Your
Lordship’. The lawyers have wel-
comed the move and sinceithas
been decided by the Full Court,
its impact will be felt in other
states too.”

SC notice to
Centre, Assam on
pleas against
NRC appeal order

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
issued a notice to the Centre and
Assam government on petitions
challenging several clauses in
Foreigners (Tribunals) Ame-
ndment Order, 2019.The petition-
ers have claimed that the order s
violative of fundamental rights of
those left out of the draft National
Register of Citizens (NRC) and are
likely to be left out of the final NRC.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi and Justice
Deepak Gupta issued the notice
on the petitions filed by All Assam
Minorities Students Union and
the Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind.

The petitioners referred to the
newly inserted Paragraph 3A un-
der Clause (1) according to which
a person may file an appeal only
upon production of a certified
copy of the rejection order receiv-
ed from NRCauthorities along wi-
th the grounds of appeal. This, they
said, is in contrast to Paragraph 8
of Schedule to the 2003 Original
unamended Rules which provides
aperiod of 60 days from the date of
the order of rejection of claims/ob-
jection, as the time during which
aperson shall prefer an appeal.

They also cited a clause which
says the tribunal may issue a no-
tice for hearing the appeal only if
it finds meritinit. “...the purpose
of setting up such Tribunals... will
stand frustrated if unfairness,
unreasonableness and arbitrari-
ness is allowed to creep into the
procedure...,” the plea said.

The court will hear the matter
again after four weeks.

2 NPCC officers
held for seeking

bribe to clear
bills: CBI

New Delhi: The CBI has arrested
two senior officials of National
Projects Construction Corporation
(NPCC) Limited for allegedly de-
manding a bribe of Rs 40 lakh for
clearing bills pertaining to con-
struction of BSF border outposts,
agency sources said on Monday.

The agency has arrested
Rakesh Mohan Kotwal, NPCC
zonal manager and Latiful Pasha,
manager for alleged corruption.
Sources said they are among seven
people arrested in the case. The
others are private individuals,
identified as Anish Baid, owner of
Shree Gautam Construction Com-
pany, Binod Singhi, director in
Baid’s company, Ramesh Kumar,
anemployee in the company, Sunil
Kumar, Kotwal’s relative and one
Dharmendra Kumar.

Sunil Kumar, whoallegedly re-
ceived Rs 25 lakh, a part of the pay-
ment of bribe on behalf of Kotwal
from Ramesh Kumar in a hotel in
Delhi’s Safdarjung Enclave area,
was caught red-handed when CBI
teams carried outaraid on Sunday.
Others were arrested on the basis
of questioning of the accused.
Later, searches were carried out at
Delhi, Silchar, Jalpaiguri, Guwahati
and Gwalior, they said.

It is alleged that Kotwal and
Pasha had demanded bribe of
Rs 33 lakh from Baid for passing
the bills for construction of BSF
outposts done by his firm, officials
said. ENS
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Pakistaniintruder shot dead

by BSF personnelin J&K

Jammu: A Pakistani intruder
was killed along the interna-
tional border by Border
Security Force in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Samba district in
the wee hours of Monday.
According to police, the de-
ceased, 60, crossed over to the
Indian side in Ramgarh sec-
tor around 3 am. His identity
was yet to be ascertained, it

added. Meanwhile, sources
said that the deceased ap-
peared to have inadvertently
crossed over to the Indian
side asonly Rs 20 in Pakistani
currency have been seized
from him.Officials said he
was gunned down by BSF
men of 62 battalion near the
fence after he ignored re-
peated warnings. ENS

Villagers sit near a patch of eroded land, following
heavy rain in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur, on Monday. P11

EAST
24 drown as flood ravages

12 districtsin Bihar

Patna: Twenty four people
drowned as flood ravaged 12
districts in Bihar, mostly in
North Bihar and Seemanchal
areas. Ten people died in
Sitamarhi, nine in Araria, four
in Kishanganj and one
drowned in Sheohar, accord-
ing to the disaster manage-
ment department. The gov-
ernment said 25,66,100

people in 77 blocks were hit
by the flood. Madhubani and
Sitamarhi were the worst af-
fected. Over 1.05 lakh dis-
placed persons are living in
196 relief camps. The govern-
ment is operating 644 com-
munity kitchens. Twenty six
teams of NDRF and SDRF
have been deployed for relief
and rescue operations. ENS

WEST
Watchman accused of

molesting girl assaulted

Palghar: Awatchman of ares-
idential complex in Virar area
of Maharashtra’s Palghar dis-
trict was beaten and paraded
naked onthe street after being
accused of molesting a 6-year-
old girl, police said Monday.
The incident happened on
Sunday night, an official said,
adding that the mob which
beat up the 22-year-old. “The
watchman has been hospi-

talised. We have booked him
under section 354 (assault to
outrage modesty) and provi-
sions of the POCSO Act,” said
Senior Inspector Appar Saheb
Lengre. “The victim’s mother
has complained that the
watchman touched the girlin-
appropriately when she re-
turned from tuition on
Saturday. She approached po-
lice on Sunday,” he said. PTI

SOUTH

TISS-Hyderabad suspends
academic activities after stir

Hyderabad: The Tata Institute
of Social Sciences (TISS),
Hyderabad, has temporarily
suspended all academic ac-
tivities “to restore normalcy
and order” on the campus
that has been hit by protests
by a section of students over
new rules for hostel and
mess fee payment. “Since the
last one week we are unable

Farmer held for
‘objectionable
post’ against CM

Dehradun: The Uttarakhand po-
lice have arrested a man for al-
legedly using objectionable lan-
guage against Chief Minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat. The ac-
cused was produced before the
Chief Judicial Magistrate (CJM),
who sent him to judicial custody.

Rajpal Singh (34), a farmer
from Dairika village in Uttarkashi
district, had on July 13 posted a
letter addressed to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Facebook, in which he allegedly
used objectionable language
against Rawat, and said he was
incompetent in implementing
schemes. He demanded that the
Prime Minister take action.

The police lodged an FIR
against Singh on the basis of a
complaint filed by BJP mandal
unit president Pawan Nautiyal.
Singh was arrested on Sunday.

ENS

to gointo the building due to
the students’ protest... we
want to help them (students)
but in the prevailing atmos-
phere it was difficult, so we
closed it sine dine,” said fac-
ulty member Prof S Srinivas,
adding that college authori-
ties will try to restart aca-
demic activities after July 22.

ENS

COURT ORDERS POLICE COVER FOR THE COUPLE

BJP MLA’s daughter, her husband
roughed up outside High Court

‘Muslim men keep 50
women, have 1,050 kids’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 15

SAKSHI MISHRA, the 23-year-
old daughter of BJP MLA Rajesh
Mishra, and her husband, Ajitesh
Kumar, were allegedly roughed
up by a group of people outside
the Allahabad High Court on
Monday. The couple, who had
earlier expressed threat to their
lives following their inter-caste
marriage, had gone to court to
attend a hearing of their petition
seeking protection.

Police officials, however, de-
nied that Ajitesh was assaulted,
and claimed that there was “just
ascuffle” between lawyers of the
two sides and no one was beaten
up.

Last week, in a video which
was circulated on social media,
Sakshi had accused her father of
threatening them, saying that he
did not approve of her marriage
with a Dalit.

In their petition filed in the
High Court onJune 11, the couple
said that they feared for their lives
following threats from Sakshi’s fa-
ther, brother and their aides.

RPF officer

booked for
molestation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, JULY 15

A SENIOR officer of the Railway
Protection Force (RPF) was
booked on Monday for allegedly
molesting the wife of an Indian
Railway Traffic Service (IRTS) of-
ficial onboard a Jabalpur-bound
train earlier in the day, an official
of the Government Railway
Police (GRP) said.

The complainant told the
railway police that she was trav-
elling in A1 coach of the
overnight train between Indore
and Jabalpur when Deputy
Inspector General Vijay
Khatarkar molested her. She said
she raised an alarm when she
felt someone touching her and
the passengers called the travel-
ling ticket examiner.

Khatarkar (52), who is the
chief security commissioner of
the West Central Railway, told
The Indian Express that he had ac-
cidentally touched the woman
and immediately apologised to
her. He was travelling on berth
no 13 while the complainant and
her six-year-old daughter were
on berth numbers 15 and 16 re-
spectively. The officer claimed he
returned after using the wash-
room around 4 am and acciden-
tally touched the woman when
both of them tried to reach for
their respective water bottles. He
said the complainant raised an
alarm when the train had passed
Madan Mahal station and was
reaching Jabalpur. While the ac-
cused boarded the train at
Bhopal, the complainant
boarded it at Habibganj late on
Sunday night. The complainant’s
husband is a senior divisional
operating manager.

GRP Superintendent S K Jain
said an FIR under Section 354 A
was registered against the DIG.

Sakshi and Ajitesh got
married on July 4

While hearing the petition,
the court ordered the police to
provide adequate security to the
couple, Ajitesh’s parents, and
their lawyer. The court also di-
rected the couple to get their
marriage registered within two
months, failing which the order
shall stand vacated.

Meanwhile, in a video mes-
sage released by Sakshi’s father,
the MLA said he was not present
on the High Court premises on
Monday. “Iwas present at my of-
fice in Bareilly, and I did not go
anywhere,” Rajesh said in the
video message.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 15

BJP MLA from Uttar Pradesh’s
Ballia district, Surendra Singh,
has triggered a controversy with
his reported remarks that
Muslim men keep “50 women”
and father “1,050 children”, call-
ing this an “animalistic ten-
dency.”

The MLA from Bairiya con-
stituency reportedly said this on
Sunday, when reporters asked
him to comment on the mar-
riage of Bareilly BJP MLA Rajesh
Mishra’s daughter Sakshi and
Ajitesh Kumar.

“Sawal yeh hai ke Muslim
dharm mejo hai aap jaante hai ke
50 aurat rakhiye aur 1,050 bachha
paida kijiye. Yeh koi parampara
nahi hai. Yeh to ek jo hai jaanwari
pravitti hai. Theek hai, prakriti
paddhati jo bhi santaan aa raha
hai, do aajaye, teen aajaaye, chaar
aa jaaye, usme koi baat nahi hai

Former President Pranab Mukherjee at Yashwant Sinha’s
book release, in New Delhi on Monday. Prem Nath Pandey

Sinha could have become
first reformist finance
minister, says Pranab

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

RELEASING THE autobiography
of former finance minister
Yashwant Sinha on Monday, for-
mer  President  Pranab
Mukherjee said Sinha, who pre-
sented an interim budget for the
Chandra Shekhar governmentin
1991, was ready to place India’s
first “reformist” budget.
Reading an excerpt from
Sinha’s autobiography Relentless,
Mukherjee said if not for the op-
position from the Congress,
which gave outside support tothe
Chandra Shekhar government,
Sinha “could have become the
first reformist finance minister”.
“..As personally,l am involved
in the event (mentioned in the
book),Ithought thatIwould share
from his book.Iwant to quote from
the book, ‘It was an honour to pres-
ent the Budget as the finance min-
ister of Chandra Shekhar...because
of strong resistance from the
Congress party’...I, of course, be-

long to the Congress party and I
was one of them (opposing). But
Chandra Shekhar came to know
thatwe (Congress)had apprehen-
sion that heis going to have heavy
taxes. And heavy taxes would
surely not go in favour of Congress
if elections were conducted...Rajiv
Gandhiinvited meandIhadalong
discussionwith Sinha,” Mukherjee
recalled.

“...Iunderstand the problems
which you are referring to (in the
book)..because youwere the man
who was ready to place the first
reformist budget in India, which
Dr Manmohan Singh presented
after a few months. Because the
impression, I got from the talk,
thathe(Sinha)is not going to pres-
ent a Budget with high taxation
butis going to present the Budget
which Dr Singh presented later.
Sinha was getting ready for it but
could notdoso...Sinha could have
become the first reformist finance
minister..he was prevented from
doing so by personsincluding me
as Congress member of
Parliament,” Mukherjee said.

RESEARCH BY HYDERABAD-BASED CCMB IN BANDHAVGARH, KANHA AND SARISKA

Tigers under high stress levels induced by
tourism, may affect reproduction: study

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, JULY 15

TIGERS IN Bandhavgarh, Kanha
and Sariska are under tremen-
dous stress induced by tourism
and this is probably affecting
their reproduction, a study by
the Hyderabad-based Centre for
Cellular and Molecular Biology
(CCMB) has found.

The results of the study, which
compared concentrations of fe-
cal glucocorticoid metabolite
(fGCM) — a marker of stress —in
individual tigers during tourist
and off-peak seasons, were pub-
lished in Conservation Physiology
by Principal Scientist Dr G
Umapathy’s group at CCMB’s
Laboratory for Conservation of
Endangered Species. “The stress

What the study
focussed on

THE STUDY examines the relationship between anthro-
pogenic disturbances and physiological stress levels in tiger
populations in protected areas. The researchers mainly as-
sessed concentrations of fecal glucocorticoid metabolite
(fGCM) — a stress marker among tigers. The research team
collected a total of 341 fecal samples from Bandhavgarh and
Kanha reserves during tourist and off-peak seasons, besides
data on various anthropogenic disturbances, including

tourism activities.

levels of tigers during the 8-9
month tourism period were very,
very high. During the year-long
study, we took fecal samples of

the same tigers from the same lo-
cation and the results were dis-
turbing. Although females are
known to undergo more stress,

our study shows that males were
also under tremendous stress. We
could also distinctly correlate the
stress levels depending on the
number of vehicles entering the
tiger reserves,” DrUmapathy said.
The report suggests that un-
sustainable wildlife tourism
causes distinct physiological stress
in tigers in protected areas. “One
of our previous studies from the
same group has shown that re-
cently introduced tigers in Sariska
Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan, failed to
reproduce effectively presumably
due to highlevels of stress caused
by high anthropogenic distur-
bance,” the report states. It recom-
mends strict regulation of vehic-
ular traffic, and reducing other
anthropogenic disturbances.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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(The question is that in Muslim
religion, a man can keep 50
women and father 1,050 chil-
dren. This is no tradition but an
animalistic tendency. Naturally,
if you have two, three or four
children, that is not an issue),”
said Singh. A video of his re-
marks is being circulated on so-
cial media, drawing criticism.

When asked about his state-
ment, Singh said: “On Sunday,
mediapersons asked me why |
am bothered about the marriage
between Sakshi and Ajitesh. I said
the Dalit man she claimed to have
married was not a good person
and he hasleft womenin the past,
too. When someone asked me
that a lot of people marry more
than one woman, I told him that
this happens only with Muslims”.

BJP spokesperson
Chandramohan denied having
any information on Singh'’s state-
ment and said the party has not
issued any response in this re-
gard yet.

Boy drowns
in nullah
in Mumbai

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 15

ASEVEN-YEAR-OLD boy died af-
ter he fell into a nullah in Dharavi
on Monday afternoon.
According to officials of the
Disaster Management Cell, Amit
Jaiswal, who lived in Shri Sant
Sainath Chawl Welfare Society
near Dharavi Depot, had gone to
catch crabs and fish at the nullah
atRajiv Gandhi Nagar along with
his brother. The nullah connects
with the Mithi river.

“Amit slipped into the nullah
and started drowning. His
brother called people for help
but by then he had drowned. The
body was pulled out and sent to
Sion hospital,a BMC official said.
His parents were informed
about the incident.

“The nullah where the inci-
dent happened was properly de-
silted,” said Kiran Dighavkar,
Assistant Municipal
Commissioner of G-north
(Dharavi, Shivaji Park).

Dr Meghraj Ingle, dean, Sion
hospital, said, “The boy was
brought dead to the hospital. His
postmortem will be carried
tomorrow.”

Uttam Kolekar, ACP (Kurla di-
vision), said, “We have spoken to
the family of the victim.”

Meanwhile, six days after he
fell into an open gutter near his
home in Goregaon east, the
family of 18-month-old
Divyansh Singh on Monday said
it was unlikely that he was still
alive and registered a case
against BMC officials for caus-
ing death due to negligence.
Surajbhan Singh, Divyansh's fa-
ther, went to Dindoshi police
station alleging that the gutter
was left open by BMC employ-
ees who were de-silting the
drains before the rains.
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CJI’s centre for
judicial reforms
almost defunct

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

NINE MONTHS after it was set
up with an ambitious mandate
to reform the judiciary, the
Centre for Research and
Planning (CRP), the Supreme
Court’s in-house think tank, is
now virtually disbanded.

Handpicked by Chief Justice
of India Ranjan Gogoi to head the
CRP, Professor Mohan Gopal quit
inMarch without citing reasons,
and no move for any fresh ap-
pointment to the centre has
been made since his exit.

The CRP was (JIGogoi’s brain-
child, and setting it up was one of
the firstdecisions he took after as-
suming office in October 2018. It
was intended to improve public
confidence in the judiciary that
had taken a knocking after four
most senior judges, including
Justice Gogoi, had held a press con-
ference in January 2018 to raise
concerns on the functioning of the
court, especially the allocation of
cases by then CJI Dipak Misra.

The CRP was asked to come
up with short versions of key
judgments without the jargon to
connect with ordinary citizens.
The idea was mooted after the
criticism the court received fol-
lowing the Sabarimala verdictin
September 2018, allowing entry
of women into the Kerala shrine.

The Indian Express has learnt
that Prof Gopal had expressed
reservations over the CJlannounc-
ing a key policy decision to do
away with mentioning by lawyers
seeking urgent hearing without
consulting the CRP.In October last
year, CJI Gogoi had announced
that to save judicial time, there
would be no mentioning till new
parameters are set “unless some-
one is to be hanged or evicted”,

Think tank
head Mohan
Gopal quitin
March

but soon resumed the practice
with no changes.

The appointments for the
team that Prof Gopal intended to
build at the CRP had not materi-
alised either, while plans for a
separate website on its activities
remained on paper. Two other
academicians, Kanika Gauba and
Anshuman Singh, who had
joined the centre on deputation
from Azim Premji University,
Bengaluru, before Prof Gopal
came on board, have returned.

Professor Gopal could not be
reached for comment.

The Supreme Court had an-
nounced setting of the CRP at a
special meeting in the judges’
lounge in November last year. A
press release said the (Jlintended
the centre to carry out “cutting-
edge research to meet the fast ex-
panding knowledge needs of the
judiciary”. And that reforms for
improvement in justice delivery
and judicial independence would
be its focus areas.

The CRP was also tasked with
creating a network of leading in-
dependent scholars in key do-
main areas, complementing state
and national judicial academies
in strengthening the knowledge
infrastructure of the judiciary.

(JIGogoi had said he took the
decision to set up the CRP with-
out consulting colleagues. “I re-
ally seek post-facto approval. The
decision was entirely mine,” he
had said. Subsequently, the cen-
tre was allotted office space on
the same floor as the court
rooms in the Supreme Court.

SC asks S-G to assist in
plea on govt ‘withholding’
judge’s appointment

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
asked Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta to assist it in a petition by
the Gujarat High Court Advocates’
Association on Monday, challeng-
ing the “arbitrary inaction” of the
central government “in with-
holding the appointment of”
Justice Akil Kureshi as Chief
Justice of Madhya Pradesh High
Court despite the recommenda-
tion of the Collegium.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi and Justice
Deepak Gupta asked the peti-
tioner to give a copy of the pleato
the Mehta’s office.

The petition contended that
“deliberate inaction of the
Respondent in not appointing Mr
Justice Akil Kureshi as the Chief
Justice of the Madhya Pradesh
High Court impinges and dimin-
ishes the primacy of the judiciary
in the matters of appointment
and transfer of judges to High
Court and Supreme Court”.

Stating that the “primacy of
the Judiciary over the Executive
in the matters of appointment of

DEFAMATION CASE AGAINST PRIYA RAMANI

Shocked someone placed on pedestal
was accused: Akbar’s defence witness

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

HEARING IN the defamation
case filed by former Union min-
ister M J Akbar against journal-
ist Priya Ramani resumed on
Monday, with one witness testi-
fying in favour of Akbar.

Akbar’s cross-examination
had ended on July 6.

Akbar had resigned as a
Minister of State after Ramani
levelled allegations of sexual
misconduct against him. He had
subsequently filed a defamation
lawsuit.

During Monday’s hearing be-
fore the court of Additional
Metropolitan Magistrate Samar
Vishal, senior journalist Veenu
Sandal, who wrote a column in
The Asian Age on astrology, said

M ] Akbar

thatshe was “shocked anditcame
as a huge jolt” when Ramani
called Akbar a predator. Sandal
said she was deeply distressed
that someone she had placed on
a pedestal could do what was al-
leged, and that Akbar’s “image
and his persona fell before her
eyes” and “his reputation was
dragged through the mud”.

She also told the court that
she had never met Ramani, and
did not “read anything prior to
Ramani’s tweets about any alle-
gations against Akbar by any
other woman”.

judges of the Constitutional
Courtsis to secure the independ-
ence of the judiciary”, it said the
government’s action was “not
only unreasonable and arbitrary,
butalso seriously jeopardizes the
independence of the judiciary”.

The association was all praise
for Justice Kureshi and said that
during his tenure as a judge at
Gujarat High Court as well as his
present tenure as judge of
Bombay High Court, he “has
demonstrated all the qualities of
a good Judge, viz. independence,
impartiality, being uninfluenced
by stature of litigants or the
Counsel representing the litigants,
patiently hearing the parties tothe
dispute and displaying a prompt
comprehension of dispute in-
volved in the matter” and that this
“has earned him tremendous ad-
miration and respect of the mem-
bers of the Petitioner as well as
lawyers practicing in the Bombay
High Court”.

The Collegium had recom-
mended the name of Justice
Kureshi on May 10.0nJune 7, the
Centre notified the appointment
of Justice Ravi Shankar Jha as
Acting Chief Justice of Madhya
Pradesh High Court.

Ramani’s counsel Rebecca
John asked Sandal whether she
wrote an article titled ‘Partnering
with ghosts of the other world’ in
The Sunday Guardian on October
13,2018,and whetherit was writ-
ten in the context of the “Me Too
movement”.Sandal told the court
that the article was on ghosts,and
Me Too was only mentionedinthe
introduction. John also showed the
witness an article titled ‘Humans
duringday, snakes at night’, which
Sandal said she had written.

John asked Sandal, “Is it cor-
rect that in your column... you
frequently write on existence of
ghosts... ichadhari snakes and
communicating with the dead?”

Sandal replied, “I don’t write
about them frequently. I write
about them always.” She said her
brief was to write about “para-
normal activities”.
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PERSONAL

I. Mukesh Kumar S/0O Ram Avtar
Gupta R/0-G-277, Preet-Vihar,
Delhi-110092 Changed My
Name To Mukesh Gupta.

0040503273-10

ILVikrant S/O Om Pal Singh R/O
Rz-02,Main Road,Rithala,
Delhi-110085.Have Changed
My Name To Vikrant Kumar
Singh. 0040503264-7

I,Ritu Kumar W/0-Manoj Kumar
R/0-E-32,M.K.Residency,Road
No-203,Sec-11,Dwarka,Delhi-
110075 Have Changed My
Name To Ritu Singh.

0040503259-8

I,Rashid, S/o Mehboob AliR/0
H.no.62,Kavita colony nangloi
delhi-110041,Have changed
my name to Rashid Ali for all
future purposes. 040503310-1

I, Pankaj Kumar Tiwari s/o
Shambhu Nath Tiwari R/0.0-
703, Ajnara Grand Heritage,
Sector-74,Noida, G.B. Nagar
U.P.,have changed my nameto
Pankaj Kumar Tiwary for all
Purposes. 0040503253-2

I, Nivedita Tej Sood and
Nivedita Harish Kumar W/o
Sood Tej R/0.C-1602, Prateek
Stylome, Sector-45, Noida,
G.B.Nagar, U.P., have changed
my name to Nivedita Kumar
forall Purposes. 0040503253-1

I,Charu Verma,D/o-Narender
Kumar R/0-B-1/243,Paschim-
Vihar New-Delhi-63,do hereby
solemnly affirm and declare
that Charu & Charu Vermais
one and same person.In future
I shall be known as Charu
Verma,for all purposes.

0040503279-6

I,Chandra Devi@Santra Widow
of Ex.SEP Sushil Kumar Mathur
Service No0-14584012H R/o-
H.No-302,Bazar Pana,Karala,
Delhi-110081, state that as per
Army Service record my date
of birth was-01/07/1967,but
my Correct date of birth is-
20/07/1966,and also that
I,have Changed my name to
Santrafor all purposes

0040502944-4

I,Anita Singh,W/0 Shri.Pritpal
Singh Lakkha,R/0O-C-185, G/F,
Greater-Kailash Part-1, New-
Delhi-110048,Hereby Declare
That My Name Has Been
Wrongly-Mentioned In My Old
Passport No. H4822154 As
Anita Pritpal Singh Lakkha.My
Correct Name Is Anita Singh
And Amendment May Be Made
Accordingly. 0040503279-5

I, Vinod Kumar S/o Chet Ram
R/0 16/341-E,Bapa Nagar, Tank
Road, Jamun Wali Gali Karol
Bagh New Delhi-110005 have
changed my name to Chaman
Lal Vinod Kumar for all
Purposes. 0040503247-1

I, Vijay Kumari Chugh W/o
Harish Chander Chugh R/o Flat
no-112, Arunodaya Appt. Vikas
Puri Delhi-110018 Have
Changed My Name to Vijay
Chugh. 0070664942-1

I, Vijay Kumar S/O Om Prakash
Mittal R/0O-C-504, First Floor,
Saraswati-Vihar, Delhi-
110034.Changed My Name To
Vijay Kumar Mittal.

0040503264-5

I, Taran Pal Kaur/Taran Pal
Makan W/O-Gagandeep
Singh R/0-A-3/141, Sector-16,
Rohini, Delhi-85,Changed My
Name Taranpal Kaur Makan.

0040503293-4

I, Sushma Kumari W/o Dinesh
Chauhan R/o0 G-103 Part-1
Qutub Vihar Delhi-110071 Have
Changed My Name To Sushma
Chauhan. 0070664943-1

I, Sushil S/0 Kehar Singh R/O-
D-154, Ganesh-Nagar, Pandav-
Nagar Complex, Delhi-
110092.Changed My Name To
Sushil Singh. 0040503273-9

I, Sunny Dev Raikwar s/o
S.L.Raikwar R/0-A-34, Minto-
Road Complex, NewDelhi-
110002,have changed my
name to Sunny Dev s/o Shyam
Lal.Permanently. 040503259-4

I, Sourabh Singh Phogat S/o
Yashvir Singh R/o House No-
102, Maidan Garhi Delhi-
110068 Have Changed My
Name To Saurabh Singh.

0070664938-1

I, Snigdha D/O Mukul Gupta R/O
C-507, Saraswati Vihar New
Delhi-110034 Have Changed
My Name To Snigdha Gupta.

0040503259-9

I, Smitha Singh W/o Abhay
Kumar Singh R/o0-Vill&Post-
Kelahi, Ghazipur.U.P.have
changed my name to Smita
Singh. 0040503259-3

I, Shriniwas R/0,6/636, Vats
Colony, Line Paar, Nahra-Nahri
Road, Bahadurgarh, Distt.
Jhajjar,Haryana 124507. have
changed my nameto
Shriniwas Solanki.

0070664934-1

I, Shivam S/0 Mukesh
Gupta,R/O-Sadar-Bazar,
Makhanpur, Firozabad, U.P-
283145.Changed My Name To
Shivam Gupta. 0040503273-7

I, Shalan Morris S/o Emmanuel
Morris R/0 E-274/B, Sector-22
Noida-201301 Have Changed
My Name To Shailen Morris.

0070664945-1

I, Sanjay Kumar Minocha s/o
Jagdish Chander Minochar/o
3rd floor, J-7/46, Rajouri
Garden, Delhi-110027 have
changed my name to SANJAY
MINOCHA. 0040503214-
1

I, Sandeep S/0O G.C Thakur R/O
village Supokhara, PO- Bisa
Bajer, District -Pithoragarh,
Uttrakhand, have changed my
name to Sandeep Chand.

0070664929-1

I Manpreet Kaur Salh, D/O
Guljeet Singh H.N0.1415-
A/13,GovindPuri Kalkaji
NewDelhi-19. Changed My
Name To Manpreet Kaur.

0040503259-10

I, Rajshekhar Revansidhappa
Hanjagi R/0 SMQ F-5, Camero
Complex, Subroto Park, New
Delhi-110010, have changed my
minor son’s name Veerbhadra
to Veerbhadra Rajshekhar
Hanjagivide Affidavit dated
15/07/2019 before NCT Delhi.

0040503231-2

I, Rajesh Kumar R/0 A-307, New
Seemapuri, Delhi-95 have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Riya to Bhumika for
all purposes. 0040503293-2

I, Rajakumar Arangote S/o
Velayudhan Nair R/0 17-E
Pocket- B7 M.V.3 Delhi-110096
changed my name from
Rajakumar Arangote to Raja
Kumar Nair for all future
Purposes. 0040503212-1

I, Radhey Shyam Verma S/o Ram
Prashad Soni R/0-C-1,
Subhavna-Niketan
Appartment Pitampura,
Delhi.have changed my name
to Radhey Shyam Soni.for all
purposes. 0040503259-7

I, Pawan Sardhana S/0 Girraj
Sardhana R/0-267/3, Tirkha-
Colony,Ballabgarh, Faridabad,
Haryana-121004.Changed My
Name ToPawan. 040503273-8

I, Parimal S/o Surinder Singh
R/o M-81, 1st Foor, Guru
Harkishan Nagar, Paschim
Vihar Delhi-110087 Have
Changed My Name to Parimal
Narang. 0070664944-1

I, Paramjit Singh S/o0 Jarnail
Singh R/0-113A, Arjun-Nagar,
Safdarjung-Enclave, Delhi-
110029.Have Changed My
Name To Paramjeet Singh.

0040503264-4

I, Nikita Sureka R/o House No.
411,Sector 1,Gurgaon,122001
have changed my nameto
Nikita Jain. 0070664930-1

I, Nikita D/O Ravinder Singh R/O
160/30, Garhi Brahman,
Sonipat-131001 Have Changed
My Name To Nikita Khatri.

0040503264-6

I, Nidhi Ravindrakumar Singh
D/o-Ravindrakumar Singh,W/o
Mr.Pranav Priyadarshi,R/0-
1501, Tower-7, Vipul-Belmonte,
Sector-53,Golf-Course-Road,
Gurugram(Haryana)122011,ha
ve changed my name to Nidhi
Singh. 0040503259-5

I, Rakesh Kumar S/o0 Sh. Hardev
Singh R/o B-273, Palam extn.
Sec-7,Dwarka New Delhi-
110077 have changed my minor
daughter’s name from Dimpal
to Dimple Sain for all Purposes.

0040503246-2

I,NeerajS/0O Radhey Shyam
Address-V-7,3rd-Floor Green-
Park Main, Delhi-110016.
Changed My Name To Neeraj
Bhanot. 0040503264-1

I, Naresh Kumar S/0 Mohar Pal
H.No-656, Kumhar Prajapati
Mohalla, Tughlakabad-Village,
N.Delhi-110044.Changed My
Name To Naresh 0040503279-2

I, Mohammad Mukhtar Ansari
S/0-Ali Hussain Ansari R/0-Briti
Tola Mauje Sirisiya Gopalgunj,
Bihar-841505,have changed my
name to Gulab Husen.

0040503259-6

I, Meenakshi W/0 Lokesh Kumar
SharmaR/0O-D-3, Plot.N0.695,
ShaktiKhand-3, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, U.P-201014,
Changed My Name To
Meenakshi Shrivastava
Sharma. 0040503273-3

I, Manoj Agarwal S/o Ashok
Kumar Agarwal R/0-310/304,
Naulakkha, Sadar-Bazar, Agra-
Cantt, Agra.have changed my
name to Manoj Kumar
Agarwal. 0040503264-2

I, Kshitij Negi S/o Yogendra
Singh Negi R/0 RZ-F-903/2,Kh
No - 48/6, UGF, Lal Bahadur
Shastri Marg, Raj Nagar-2
Palam Colony Delhi-110077
Have Changed My Name To
Kshitij Singh Negi. 070664936-1

I, Kasturi D/o Rajshekhar
RevansidhappaHanjagi, SMQ
F-5,Camero Complex, Subroto
Park, New Delhi-110010, have
changed my name from Kasturi
to Kasturi Rajshekhar Hanjagi
vide Affidavit dated 15/07/2019
before NCT Delhi. 040503231-3

I, Jyotsna W/o Som Dutt R/o A-
143, Raju Park, Devli Road
Khanpur Delhi-110062 Have
Changed My Name To Jyoti
Sharma. 0070664941-1

I, Jagvir Singh S/o Dharam
Chand R/o D-38, Mahandra
Park, opp Janak Puri, C-1, New
Delhi-110059, have changed my
name from Jagvir Singh to
Jagvir Singh Ahlawat vide
Affidavit dated 15/07/2019
before NCT Delhi. 040503231-1

I, Isha Arora w/o Abbhiinav
Narullaa R/0 WZ 3236 Mahindra
Park, Delhi 34, have changed
my name to Anayaa N Narula
forall purposes. 0040503278-1

I, Harvender Singh S/o Surjeet
Singh R/0-94/5 N.H. Bhagat
Singh colony NIT Faridabad,
have changed my nameto
Harvinder Singh. 0040503216-1

I, Gaurav S/o0 Bhim Sen, R/0 G-
712, Malka Mohalla Jundla
Gate, Karnal Haryana-132001,
have changed my name from
Gaurav to Gaurav Singh for all
future purposes. 040503211-1

I, Dimpal Valecha S/W/D Hukam
Chand R/0-H.No-752,Model
Town, Panipat,Haryana,have
changed my name Dimple
Valechato Dimpal Valecha for
all purpose. 0040503253-3

I, Dewanshu Kumar S/o Rakesh
Kumar R/o B-273, Palam extn.
Sec-7,dwarka New Delhi-
110077 have changed my name
from Dewanshu Kumar to
Devanshu Kumar for all
Purposes. 0040503246-1

I,Devendra Singh S/o Bhoop
Singh Tomar R/0605/2,2,
Dayanand Colony, Muradnagar
Ghaziabad-201206 Have
Changed My Name To
DevendraTomar. 070664940-1

I, Daljeet Singh S/0O
Harmohinder Singh R/0 129-
130, 2nd Floor, Pkt-12, Sec-24,
Rohini, Delhi-85, Changed My
Name To Daljit Singh.

0040503279-4

I, Bunty Mathur S/o Sh. Jai Singh,
R/o House No. 19, Block J-3, Gali
No.3,Sangam Vihar, South
Delhi, New Delhi-110062, have
changed the name of my minor
son Rohit Mathur to Ronit
Mathur, for all future purposes.

0040503221-1

I, Lalit Gandas S/o0 Gian Singh
R/033-A Ward No.1 Mehrauli
New Delhi-110030 changed my
name to Lalit Kumar

0040503293-5

I, Bhawana Gandas W/o Lalit
Gandas R/0-33A/1 Ward.No.1
Mehrauli Delhi-110030 have
changed my name to Bhawna.

0040503273-5

I, Baksho W/o0 Kewal Ram R/0
Talwandi Jattan-Nawanshahr
Punjab-144504 have changed
my name to Gurbakash Kaur.

0040503264-3

I, Ayush Goyal S/O, Pankaj
Kumar Goyal R/0 E-1/62 SF,
Sector-11 Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my nameto
Ayuesh Goel for all purposes.

0040503277-1

I, Avinash Kumar RohillaS/o
Ramesh Chander R/o WZ-123A,
Chhotial Mohalla Palam Village
Delhi-110045 Have Changed My
Name to Avinash Kumar.

0070664937-1

I, Archna Kumari/Archana
Kumari W/o Ajay Kumar
Bhardwaj R/0-A-1/29, Mohalla-
LaxmiNagar, Shikarpur,
Bulandshahr.have changed my
name to Archana Ajay
Bhardwa,j. 0040503273-4

I, AnuBawa W/o0 Mukesh Kumar
Bawa R/0 H.No.-42, Arun Vihar,
Sector-37 Noida (U.P.) informs
that AnupamaBawa and Anu
Bawa are same person’s inall
future Purposes as affidivate
No.IN-PL17146712516224R

0040503242-1

I, Alahandi Haldar W/o Niranjan
Haldar R/0-C-590, J.J.Colony,
Sabda-Colony, Delhi-
110081.have changed my name
to Shikha Halder. 040503273-1

I, Ajay Singh S/o Late.Shukhdev
Singh R/o0-Balaji-Vihar, Hindan-
Pusta, Arthala,Mohan-Nagar,
Ghaziabad (U.P)have changed
my name to Ajay Kumar.forall
purposes. 0040503259-1

I, Ajay S/o Umesh Chand R/o
House no-1334, Block-E,
Jahangir PuriDelhi-110033
Have Changed My Name To
Ajay Kumar. 0070664939-1

I, Aditi Chopra W/o Deepak
Chauhan R/0 66, St. No.4, P.P.G.
Road, East Laxmi Market,
Delhi-110092, have changed my
name to Bhavika Chauhan for
all future purposes.

0040503219-1

I, Abha Gupta W/o Samit Gupta
R/0-152, Ambika-Apartments,
Sector-14, Rohini,Delhi-
110085.have changed my name
to Abhaa Samit Guptaa.

0040503273-2

I, Abdullah S/o0 Ahmad Mujtaba
R/0 B145/8 2nd Floor Shaheen
Bagh, Abul Fazal Enclave-ll,
Jamia Nagar ND-25 have
changed my name to Abdullah
Ibnemujtaba for all purposes.

0040503293-3

I, Abdul Saleem S/o0 Abdul Sattar
R/0 1528, Gali Kotana, Suiwalan
Darya Ganj, Delhi-110002, have
changed my name to Abdul
Salim for all purposes.

0040503243-1

I hitherto known as Maan
Bahadur S/0O Late.Padam
Bahadur R/0-188/44 DID-
Colony Safdarjung-Road,New
Delhi-110003.have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Monti Chettri.

0040503279-3

I Ritu Dahiya D/o Sukhbir Singh
Dahiya R/0 House N0 1019, 2nd
floor, Sector 21, Pocket-C,
Gurgaon 122016, have finally
changed my nametoRitoo S
Dahiya 0070664935-1

IRam Chander S/O Channamal
R/0-31, Tarun-Enclave,
Pitampura, North-West Delhi-
110034,Changed my nameto
Ram Chander Garg.

0040503259-2

IPhoola Devi W/0 Bhim Singh
R/0 Purviyon ka Mohalla,
chota-Bazaar, Sambhar-Lake,
Jaipur, Rajasthan-303604 Have
Changed my Name to Phoolan
Devi. 0040503264-10

I, Rishabh Podder S/o Sankar
Kumar Podder R/0H.No0.8,
Ground-Floor, Landmark-
Avenue, Block-C-1, Sushant-
Lok-1, Gurgaon,Haryana-
122009.have changed my name
to Rishabh Poddar.

0040503279-1

I, Bhawana W/o Lalit Gandas
R/0-33A/1 Ward.No.1 Mehrauli
Delhi-110030.have changed my
name to Bhawna.

0040503264-9

I Gyan Chand S/o Kundan Lal R/o
H.No.1664, Baba Nagar, Old
Faridabad, Haryana declare
that Gyan Chand & Gian Chand
both are same person & my
correct name is Gyan Chand for
all future purposes.

0040503293-1

I,Pinki Dubey,W/0 Mr.Jagdish
Dubey, R/0.H.N0.85, Surya-
Vihar-Colony,\Village-Sehatpur,
Sector-91,Faridabad,Haryana-
121013, declare that name of
mine has been wrongly-written
as Kalpana Dwivediin my LIC-
Policy.N0.231293743, Kalpana
Kumariin my School-Leaving-
Certificate and Kalpana Devi in
my Election-ldentity-Card.The
actual-name of mine is Pinki
Dubey which may be amended
accordingly. 0040503293-6

I, Lata W/0 Vikrant Kumar Singh
R/0 Rz-02, Main Road, Rithala
Delhi- 110085 Have Changed My
Name To Lata Singh.

0040503264-8

I, Swati Prashad@Swati Rai D/o-
Rajendra Prashad W/o-Nitin
Kumar Rai R/o-Flat.No0.173,
Pocket-C/8,Sector-
8,Rohini,New Delhi.have
changed my name to Swati
Rai.for all purposes.

0040503273-6

I, Mohammad Azmat, father of
Mohammad Amaan Azmat
R/0.H.No0.24-A, Old-Willingdon-
Camp, Race-Course, Air-Force
Station,New Delhi-110003,
Have Changed My Minor son's
Name.From Mohammad
Amaan Azmat To Mohammad
Amman Vide-Affidavit Dated-
12.07.19.New Delhi.

0040503199-8

LOST & FOUND

Itis notified for the information
that my original qualifying
Certificate of Secondary
Examination of year 1985 and
RollN0.31528 issued by CBSE
has been actually lost. Name
ofthe candidate Gurmit Singh,
Address: NA-60, Street No. 5,
Vishnu Garden, Tilak Nagar,
NewDelhi-110018. Contact No.
9540584797. 0040503293-8

Itis notified for the information
that my Original Qualifying
Examination Certificate of
Main Secondary Examination
ofyear 2017 and Roll No.
8654809 issued by CBSE, has
been actually lost. Name of the
Candidate: Garima Khurana,
full Address/Tel. 2566, Punjabi
Basti, Subzi Mandi, Delhi-
110007, 9999597808 (M).

0040503291-1

All the Previous Chain
Documents of Property No. H-
27, Ground Floor, Kirti Nagar,
New Delhi-110015 has been
lost. Finder may Contact
Sanjay Chadha, H-27, Ground
Floor, Kirti Nagar, New Delhi-
110015 Ph:9811060995.

0040503229-1

Itis notified for the information
that my Original Qualifying
Examination Certificate and
Marksheet of main Secondary
(Class 10th) Examination of
Year 2016 with Roll No. 8214821
issued by CBSE has been
actually lost. Name of the
candidate Anoop Pathak S/o
Shubh Karan Pathak, Add:-WZ-
47B, Phase 2A, Om Vihar, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-59, Mobile
N0 9868710859. 0040503210-1

Lost my original 12th class
Senior secondary certificate
Roll no- 6638663 of the year
2002 issued by CBSE, finder pls
contact to Puneet S/0 Jai
Parkash, Mobile-9717408889.

0040503293-9

SITUATION VACANT

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENTS NARENDER SINGH &
HIS WIFE MRS. KOMAL BOTH R/O
FLAT NO: 540, POCKET-6, DDA
FLATS, MIG SECTOR-A-10, NARELA,
DELHI, SEVERE ALL RELATIONS,
DEBAR HER SON LOVENDER, HIS
WIFE SMT. RACHNA AND
GRANDCHILDREN NAMELY YASH &
GARIMA FROM ALL MOVABLE-
IMMOVABLE PROPERTY(S) DUE TO
THEIR MISCONDUCT, CRIMINAL
ACTIVITIES AND BEING OUT OF
CONTROL OF MY CLIENTS. MY
CLIENTS WILL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ANY
ACTS IN FUTURE.
Sd/-
VIKASH BHARDWAJ
ADVOCATE
En. D/2044/09

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to the general public
that my client Sh. Kishore Kumar S/o
Late Sh. Duli Chand and Smt. Maya
Devi W/o Sh. Kishore Kumar both R/o
3778, Kucha Mohtar Kha, Mori Gate,
Delhi, severed all their relations with
their daughter Smt. Neetu W/o Sh.
Praveen Kumar and son in low Sh.
Praveen Kumar S/o Late Sh. Hari
Kishan both R/o 3878, Kucha Mohtar
Kha, Mori Gate, Delhi and in this
regard, the public notice was published
in the newspaper Jansatta and Indian
Express on 02.03.2019

Now m¥1 clients have settled their dis-
Fute with their daughter Smt. Neetu and
herefore revoke the earlier public
notice date 16.07.2019.

GULSHAN KUMAR (Advocate)
Chamber no. 52, Tehsil building,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

General Public is hereby
informed that Plot No. 2671 (old
No. U-132) in Sector A,
Greenfields Colony stood
allotted in the name of Shri
Charti Lal Goel S/o Late Shri
Khem Chand Goel R/o 60,
Banarasi  Dass Estate,
Timarpur, New Delhi-110054
since 1981. The Company
received aletter dated 11th Feb.
2017 from Shri Shashank Rai
Goel Grandson of Shri Charti Lal
Goel informing the company
about the death of his
grandfather Shri Charti Lal Goel,
the allottee of above in August
2016 and further requested the
company to substitute the
above plot in his name on the
basis of nomination and
registered will of his late
grandfather. Shri Charti Lal
Goel, vide nomination dated
20.04.2015 appointed  Shri
Shashank Rai Goel, his
grandson as nominee of above
plot, which was confirmed by
the company vide letter dated
19.05.2015. Anyone having
any objection to the above said
substitution in favour of above
said Shri Shashank Rai Goel,
may submit their objection
within 30 days to Urban
Improvement Co. (P) Ltd, F-32,
Connaught Place, New Delhi.

Public Notice

It is for general information that |,
DEEPAK SOLANKI S/o-RAMESHWAR
residingat E-702, CampNo.2, Nangloi,
Delhi-110041 declare that name of mine
has been wrongly writtenas DEEPAK in
my Caste Certiicate No. SCO3/31/
18421/18/6/2009/8931001731 dated
26/11/2009. The actual name of mine
is DEEPAK SOLANKIwhich may be
amened accordingly. It is Certified
that | have complied with other legal
requirement in this connection.
DEEPAK SOLANKI

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newvwspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

NIT No. 45 OF 2019
DATED: 11.07.2019

For and on behalf of the Governor of Jammu and Kashmir State, e-tenders are hereby invit-
ed from Original Manufacturers or their authorized dealers having proper authorisation of the
manufacturer to quote against the tender for the supply of Bomb Basket as indicated in the
detailed SBD & BOQ. The download of NIT shall start on 10.07.2019 at 1100 hours. Tenders
shall be submitted online on J&K State e-procurement Portal www.jktenders.gov.in before
06.08.2019 upto 1800 hours.

The tenders (technical bids only) will be opened online on 08.08.2019 at 1100 hours at
Police Headquarters, Pirbagh Srinagar, J&K, Pre bid Meeting will be held at PHQ Pirbagh
Sinagar J&K on 19.07.2019 at 1500 hrs.. In case of unforeseen circumstances, the date of open-
ing will be next working day or as notified separately.

Detailed tender documents with terms and conditions are available on J&K State e-Procurement
Portal www.jktenders.gov.in

Sd/-

(Mubassir Latifi) JKPS,

AIG (Provision/Transport)

For Director General of Police,
J&K-Srinagar

No.Prov-Il/Sec-60/2019-20-41318-29
Dated: 11.07.2019
DIPK-NB-1682

DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONER (HANDICRAFTS)
Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India

West Block No. VI, R. K. Puram, New Delhi-110066

Tel:011-26106902/26103562 Fax: 011-26163085
Email: dchejs@nic.in Website: www.handicrafts.nic.in
INVITATION FOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India invites Request for
Proposal (online bids) from eligible agencies for the following services separately to be undertaken
at Deendayal Hastkala Sankul (Trade Centre & Museum), Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.
1. Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract for CCTV/BMS/EPABX/LV/Networking
2. Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract for Mitsubishi Elevators and Escalators
3. Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract for four nos. of Diesel Generator Sets
4. Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract for Fire Alarm System
5. Comprehensive Annual Maintenance Contract for Fire Fighting System
The pre-bid meeting shall be held on 19" July, 2019 at 1200 Hrs at O/o Development Commissioner
(Handicrafts), West Block No.7, R. K. Puram, New Delhi. The last date for submission of online
proposals is 06™ August 2019 not later than 1200 Hrs. Bidders are requested to refer RFP
documents for further instructions.
Interested agencies may download Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) and Request for Proposal (RFP)
documents from CPPP site of e-publish http://eprocure.co.in/epublish/app from 15th July, 2019
onwards. Copy of NIT and RFP documents will also be available on www.handicrafts.nic.in from
15" July, 2019 for reference purpose.
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THE AVERAGE gross GST collection in
2018-19 was Rs 98,114 crore per
month, which was higher than the
previous year’s average of Rs 89,885
crore, Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman said

in a written reply in Lok

Sabha on Monday. The

monthly data she pre-

sented show a total col-

lection of Rs 11,77,369 in

2018-19, as compared to

Rs 7,40,650 from July

2017 (following the intro-

duction of GST) to March 2018. In
2019-20, the total collection in the first
three months has been Rs 3,14,093
crore, a monthly average of Rs
1,04,698 crore.

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY, JULY 16,2019

EXPLAINED

TELLING NUMBERS

Growth of GST collection,
from one fiscal to the next

The reply said that until 2018-19,
the Centre has released Rs 1,29,355 as
GST compensation to the states (in-
cluding the UTs of Delhi and

Puducherry) — Rs 48,178
crore in 2017-18 (July to
March) and Rs 8,11,77 in
2018-19.The total GST col-
lection of the states/UTs
was Rs 5,18,447 crore in
2018-19, as compared to
Rs 2,911,00 crore in 2017-
18 (August to March). The
government said GST col-
lection of the states/UTs has been
showing steady improvement over
time. Inaddition, they are also assured
agrowth of 14% for a period of five years
through payment of compensation.

MONTH-WISE GROSS COLLECTION OF GST

MONTH 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20
April - 1,03,459 1,13,865
May - 94,016 1,00,289
June - 95,610 99,939
July 21,572 96,483 -
August 95,633 93,960 -
September 94,064 94,442 -
October 93,333 1,00,710 -
November 83,780 97,637 -
December 84,314 94,726 -
January 89,825 1,02,503 -
February 85,962 97,247 -
March 92,167 1,06,577 -
Fugues in Rs crore

Source: Ministry of Finance, Lok Sabha reply

TrP FOR READING LIST

FRESH (QUESTIONS ON MANSON MURDERS

ON THE night of August 8, 1969, mem-
bers of a cult that called itself the
“Manson Family” entered a luxury home
in Los Angeles and murdered five people
including actress Sharon Tate, wife of
Roman Polanski and eight months preg-
nant at the time. The following night, ap-
parently because cult leader Charles
Manson was displeased with the sloppy
manner in which the murders
were committed, the group
murdered a couple in another
house. In the trial that followed,
Charles Manson, Susan Atkins,
Patricia Krenwinkle, Leslie van
Houten and Tex Watson were
sentenced to death — later com-
muted to life (Manson and
Atkins died in jail) — while Linda
Kasabian was given immunity
for testifying against the others.

For motive, much of what is known —
or believed — came from the prosecutor,
Vincent Bugliosi (now deceased) and his
book, Helter Skelter. According to this nar-
rative, Manson wanted suspicion of the
murder to be pinned on blacks and aracial
backlashincited,and he also wanted to ter-
rorise a former resident of the luxury home,

music record producer Terry Melcher
(Doris Day’s son). Now, a new book raises
questions about thisaccount and describes
an alleged cover-up including police care-
lessness and legal misconduct.

Chaos: Charles Manson, the CIA and the
Secret History of the Sixties is written by
journalist Tom O’Neill, with David
Piepenbring. Twenty years ago, O’'Neill

was reporting a magazine piece
about the murders, and the
bookis a result of what he found
then and in the years that fol-
lowed. Based on new inter-
views and documents from the
Los Angeles police, the FBI, and
the CIA, the book raises a num-
ber of new questions. Why did
the CIA take months to nab
Manson when he had already
been connected to an earlier murder?
O’Neill alleges Bugliosi struck out refer-
ences to accounts of Melcher being with
Manson after the Sharon Tate murders,
and suggests that his objective may have
been to protect Hollywood celebrities.
“This is a book that overturns our under-
standing of a pivotal time in American
history,” the publisher’s note says.

AMITABH SINHA
SRIHARIKOTA, JULY 15

THE LAUNCH of Chandrayaan-2, India’s first
attempt at landing a spacecraft on the Moon,
was aborted less than an hour from liftoff
Monday morning after scientists detected a
technical glitch in the launch vehicle system.
The mission vehicle was a GSLV Mk-Ill rocket,
arelatively new acquisition that is critical to
ISRO’s future missions.

What makes the new rocket crucial?
ISRO intends to use the rocket, a product
of over three decades of research and devel-
opment, for all future deep space exploration
missions, including Gaganyaan, India’s first
human mission, scheduled to be launched
before 2022. The vehicle, which can launch
heavier commercial satellites, is also pro-
jected to be a big revenue generator for ISRO.
However, the mainstay of ISRO’s launches
over the last three decades has been the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV), arocket that
has failed on only two of its 48 launches since
the early 1990s. Chandrayaan-1 and
Mangalyaan too, were launched by PSLV.

Why wasn’t PSLV used for Chandrayaan-2?
PSLV has its limitations. It does not have
enough power to carry heavier satellites, or
to go deeper into space. PSLV can deliver a
payload of about 1750 kg to lower Earth or-
bits, up to an altitude of 600 km from the
Earth’s surface. It can go a few hundred kilo-
metres higher in Geostationary Transfer
Orbit (GTO), but only with a reduced payload.
Chandrayaan-1 weighed 1380 kg, while
Mangalyaan had a liftoff mass of 1337 kg.
Many of the common commercial satel-
lites used for remote sensing, broadcasting
or navigation are well below 1,500 kg, and
need to be put into low Earth orbits. PSLV has
proved an ideal vehicle to do this — for both
Indian and foreign commercial satellites.
However, there are satellites that are
much heavier — in the range 0f 4,000-6,000
kg or more — and need to be put into geosta-
tionary orbits that are over 30,000 km from
Earth. Rockets that carry such massive satel-
lites need to have substantially more power.

And GSLV rockets have that power?

GSLV (Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle) rockets use a different fuel, and have
a thrust that is far greater than PSLV’s. They
can, therefore, carry heavier payloads and
travel deeper into space. Chandrayaan-2, for
example, had a total mass close to 4,000 kg.

Among ISRO’s GSLV rockets, GSLV Mk-Ill is
the latest and most powerful. It has had two
successful flights so far — it carried and de-
ployed the GSAT-19 communication satellite
on June 5,2017 and then, the GSAT-29 com-
munication satellite on November 14 last
year. It had an experimental flight in 2014.

GSLV Mk-III is powered by a core liquid
engine, has two solid boosters that are used
to provide the massive thrust required dur-
ing liftoff, and a cryogenic engine in the up-
per stage.

What is a cryogenic engine?

Cryogenics is the science relating to be-
haviour of materials at very low tempera-
tures. Cryogenic technology is challenging to
master, but essential for a rocket like GSLV
MKk-III. Among all rocket fuels, hydrogen is
known to provide the greatest thrust. But hy-
drogeninits natural gaseous form s difficult
to handle, and therefore, not used in normal
engines in rockets like PSLV. Hydrogen can be
used in liquid form, but it turns liquid at a very
low temperature — nearly 250°Cbelow zero.
To burn this fuel, oxygen too, needs to be in
liquid form, and that happens at about 90°C
below zero. Creating an atmosphere of such
low temperatures in the rocket is difficult —
it creates problems for other materials.
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

GSLV story: A rocket’s science

In aborting Chandrayaan-2 launch, ISRO has cited a snag in launch vehicle GSLV Mk-III. How is this rocket
different from the tried & tested PSLV, and what challenges has ISRO faced in developing it indigenously?

Fleet of
launchers

Launchers or Launch
Vehicles carry
spacecraft into space.
PSLV and GSLYV are
India’s two
operational launchers.
SLV-3 was launched
thrice in the early
1980s; four ASLV
launches followed
between 1987 and
1994. The winged
Reusable Launch
Vehicle Technology
Demonstrator (RLV-
TD), which combines
the complexity of
launch vehicles and
aircraft, and the

Scramjet Engine-TD
are under
development.
PSLV was developed for
Low Earth Orbit satellites
into Polar and Sun
Synchronous Orbits, and
GSLV for heavier INSAT
class of Geosynchronous
satellites into orbit.
SLV-3
Height 22.7m
Liftoff weight 17t
Propulsion All solid
Payload mass 40kg
Orbit Low Earth
Orbit

ASLV PSLV-XL

23.5m 44 m

39t 320t

All solid Solid and liquid

150kg 1860 kg

Low Earth 475 km Sun

Orbit Synchronous Polar
Orbit*

*1300 kg in Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit

Allinformation and images: ISRO

When and how did India advance in
such technology?

The development of the GSLV Mk-Ill is the
story of three decades of hard work on cryo-
genic technology. The technology was denied
to India by the United States in the early
1990s, forcing it to go for indigenisation.

ISRO had planned the development of a
cryogenic engine back in the mid-1980s,
when just a handful of countries — the US,
erstwhile USSR, France and Japan — had this
technology. To fast-track the development of
next-generation launch vehicles — the GSLV
programme had already been envisioned —
ISRO decided to import a few of these engines.
It held discussions with Japan, the US, and
France before settling for Russian engines. In
1991, ISRO and the Russian space agency,
Glavkosmos, signed an agreement for the sup-
ply of two of these engines along with trans-
fer of technology, so that Indian scientists
could build these in the future.

However, the US, which had lost out on
the engine contract, objected to the Russian
sale, citing provisions of the Missile
Technology Control Regime (MTCR), of
which neither India nor Russia was a mem-
ber. MTCR seeks to control the proliferation
of missile technology. Russia, still recovering
from the collapse of the USSR, succumbed to
US pressure and cancelled the deal in 1993.
Inan alternative arrangement, Russia was al-

lowed to sell seven, instead of the original
two, cryogenic engines, but it could not trans-
fer the technology to India. These Russian en-
gines were used in the initial flights of the
firstand second generation GSLVs (Mk-Iand
MEKk-II). The last of these was used in the
launch of INSAT-4CR in September 2007.

After the original Russia deal was can-
celled, ISRO got down to developing its own
cryogenic technology at the Liquid
Propulsion Systems Centre in Thiruvanan-
thapuram. It took more than a decade to
build the engines. In 2010, two launches of
second generation GSLV rockets, one with a
Russian engine and the other developed in-
digenously, ended in failures.

The big success came in December 2014,
with the experimental flight of third gener-
ation (MK-III) GSLV, containing an indigenous
cryogenic engine. This mission also carried
an experimental re-entry payload that
ejected after reaching a height of 126 km, and
landed safely in the Bay of Bengal.

Two more successful launches of GSLV
MEK-III followed. Chandrayaan-2 was its
biggest and most keenly-awaited launch.

So, what went wrong?

ISRO has not yet provided the nature or
details of the technical glitch in the rocket.
The glitch was observed after every major
operation had been completed. One of the

GSLV MK-1I GSLV MK-III
49m 4343 m

414t 640t

Solid, liquid, Solid, liquid,

and cryogenic and cryogenic
2200kg 4000kg
Geosynchronous  Geosynchronous
Transfer Orbit Transfer Orbit

last tasks before the launch is the loading of
the cryogenic fuel, hydrogen and oxygen.
This was completed about a half hour before
the countdown was stopped Monday morn-
ing. An assessment of the seriousness of the
problem could take several days.

How big a setback is this?

The immediate impact is on the sched-
ule of Chandrayaan-2.ISRO had said that the
current window of opportunity to launch
Chandrayaan-2 was available only between
July 9 and 16. That opportunity now appears
to have been lost. This could potentially de-
lay the mission by several months. ISRO has
not said when the next window of opportu-
nity will open.

Until ISRO makes public its assessment
of the problem, it is not possible to predict
the impact on future missions, notably
Gaganyaan, which has a tight deadline.

However, space launch failures are not
unusual. Lunar missions, particularly, have
had high failure rate. As many as 52 per cent
of all lunar missions have been unsuccess-
ful, the most recent being the case of the
Israeli Beresheet Lander, which developed
problems after entering the lunar orbit and
crash landed on the Moon’s surface.

Technically, Chandrayaan-2 has not
failed. The mission was aborted before be-
ing launched after a problem was detected.

G rollout: how far has India progressed, and where does it stand on Huawei?

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

WHILE TAKING charge as the telecom
minister last month, Ravi Shankar Prasad
had said that India would conduct field tri-
als for 5G telephony in the first 100 days
of the new government. One question that
has been asked is whether Chinese equip-
ment manufacturer Huawei will be able to
participate in the trials. Huawei was black-
listed by the US government for American
companies to do business with after it was
alleged that the company shared data with
the Chinese government through the
backdoor.

Why did US blacklist Huawei?
According to The Wall Street Journal,
“Huawei is the world’s largest maker of
telecommunications equipment and the
No. 2 vendor of smartphones, ahead of
Apple Inc. and behind only Samsung
Electronics Co”. However, notwithstanding

its dominance, the US has effectively
banned Huawei from selling its products af-
ter a 2012 congressional report stated that
Huawei could be a security risk. According
to the US, Huawei’s owners have close links
with the Chinese military and, as such, the
company cannot be trusted with data. The
treatment of Huawei has become a massive
reason for further straining the already
fraught diplomatic relations between the
US and China.

Where does India stand on the Huawei
controversy?

Following Huawei’s blacklisting by the
US administration, several countries were
asked to take a stand on whether or not to
allow the company to operate. Certain
countries such as the UK did not follow the
US and cited benefits to operators from
Huawei’s cost-efficient technology as the
reason behind not banning the firm.

While India is yet to take a stand on
whether or not to allow Huawei in 5G tri-
als, officials at the telecom department

have indicated that a decision will be taken
in consultation with the ministries of
home affairs and external affairs. Huawei,
however, has said that it is ready to sign a
“no-backdoor” agreement with the Indian
government and telecom companies to
ensure that no snooping is allowed on its
network.

Where does India stand on the rollout
of 5G vis-a-vis other countries?

Deliberations are still on whether to
give spectrum for 5G in the 25 GHz and 28
GHz bands. This is one of the factors caus-
ing a delay in the auction of airwaves nec-
essary for 5G deployment. Industry play-
ers have deemed availability of spectrum
as the prerequisite for the commercial roll-
out of 5G. In February last year, Airtel and
Huawei conducted alab trial for 5G during
which a user throughput of 3 Gbps was
achieved. However, not much has moved
since then.

A committee of the telecom ministry re-
cently cleared the proposal to allow Bharti

Airtel, Vodafone Idea and Reliance Jio to
conduct 5G spectrum trial from next month
onwards for a period of three months. For
these trials, equipment vendors —
Samsung, Nokia and Ericsson — have been
selected. Despite assertions from the gov-
ernment that India “cannot afford to miss”
the 5G bus — indicating that the country
will see rollout of the latest generation of

mobile telephony along with the world —
none of the Indian telecom companies fig-
ures in the list (put out by mobile and
broadband network intelligence firm
Ookla) of 303 5G deployments by 20 oper-
ators in 294 locations across the globe.
Additionally, the debt-ridden telecom in-
dustry of the country has indicated appre-
hension towards even bidding for 5G air-
waves given their weak financial situation.

What happens after field trials are
conducted?

Field trials allow operators and equip-
ment makers to prove that the network
they have built in a laboratory also works
outsideinafield. Even after conducting the
field trials, operators will have a long way
to go before commercial rollout primarily
because of the lack of availability of the nec-
essary spectrum. Some telecom companies,
however, have questioned the need for
rolling out 5G in India given that focus is still
on the propagation of 4G services, especially
in the hinterlands of the country.

Why is 5G required?

The primary use cases of the fifth gen-
eration of mobile telephony are being
pegged as B2B use cases. Lower latency and
lesser outage scenarios for 5G would allow
use cases such as automated driving and
telemedicine to flourish. While there is a
consumer angle that would allow end-con-
sumers to enjoy faster internet speeds, B2B
or business use cases are being seen as the
main revenue generating engine for opera-
tors with 5G. In financial terms, some esti-
mates suggest that operators are expected
to rake in an additional $582 billion glob-
ally from digitalisation of the economy
through 5G technology by 2026, and the
largest opportunity for revenues created or
enhanced by 5G will be in the manufactur-
ing, energy and utilities sectors. A panel set
up by the Department of
Telecommunications in September 2017 to
prepare a roadmap for the rollout of 5G
noted in its report that 5G services would
have a cumulative economic impact of
more than $1 trillion by 2035.
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The greatest game

2019 cricket World Cup final shows how sport
enhances life, reconfirms the power of self-belief

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE

Government must step up plans for asset recycling and
monetisation for much-needed boost to investment

N INTER-MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE of the central government is set to rec-

ommend a second list of public sector assets that could be monetised to

raise resources which could then be ploughed back into fresh investments.

Reportedly, the proposal entails leasing out public sector assets such as gas
pipelines of GAIL, mobile towers of public telecom operators like BSNL and MTNL, and
ATMs of state-owned banks to private sector players. Ownership of these assets, though,
would continue to vest with the PSUs/government. Earlier, the first list of assets approved
by the inter-ministerial committee included 12 sports stadiums, NTPC's Badarpur plant,
ITDC's Ashoka hotel, among others. Coming at a time when private sector investments re-
main subdued, the move to monetise and recycle public sector assets is welcome. Fresh
public investments could gradually help crowd-in private investments.

Over the past few years, despite several initiatives of the government, private sector
investments have remained sluggish. As a result, the burden of driving investments has
fallen on the public sector. But with limited fiscal space, the ability of the general govern-
ment (Centre and states) to boost investments is severely limited. In such circumstances,
asset recycling and monetisation is an innovate way for the public sector to raise resources.
At its core, the idea essentially involves giving funds back to the company by leasing an
asset, brown-field projects where the process will be easier, to private players for a long
term. The transactions could be structured in various ways - large upfront payments,
with small or no annual payments, or a small upfront payment, and regular annual pay-
ments. This, it is hoped, would be lapped up by pension and sovereign funds who are
looking for a fixed income stream with limited execution risk. The National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI) has been particularly successful in raising resources through this
approach. It has recently raised Rs 9,400 crore by transferring operation of assets to pri-
vate entities for a specified time period. Such a mechanism allows PSUs to raise money
for fresh investment without being dependent on budgetary support or borrowings.
Revenue raised through this route, which should be ring-fenced lest it is squandered
away, can be then ploughed back into roads, ports, airports, etc. At the current juncture,
this would compensate for the inability of the private sector to fund infrastructure.

In her maiden budget, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had reiterated the gov-
ernment’s intention to invest Rs 100 lakh crore in infrastructure over the next five years.
Central to achieving this is revival of the private investment cycle. But an over-leveraged
private sector, at the current juncture, is unlikely to ramp up investments in the short
term, leaving the burden on the public sector. An increase in public sector investments
could over time help revive the moribund investment cycle. This list of assets must be
followed up by a more ambitious, structured programme that seeks to monetise land
and other assets of the public sector.

NOT SO FINE

Penalty against Facebook is only a crowd-pleaser, leaving
directors who pushed dodgy data deals untouched

OLLOWING AN INVESTIGATION that was sparked off by the Cambridge
Analytica scandal, Facebook has been fined $5 billion by the US Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) for playing fast and loose with its users and their data. The
figure is unprecedented in the US and is just under the $5.1 billion fine that
Google was slapped with in Europe — the world’s least forgiving jurisdiction on privacy
— for illegally leveraging its dominance with Android. The social media giant was found
to have breached the conditions of a 2011 settlement and an adverse outcome was seen
to be inevitable months ago. It only remained to discuss the quantum of punishment,
and with an eye-popping figure, the US government is showing its commitment to rein-
ing in Big Digital. But the question remains: Is a fine a suitable deterrent for a behemoth
that earned $56 billion last year, or is it just eye candy for the public, which makes a point
but does not cramp its style? It is particularly thought-provoking in the case of Facebook,
which has attracted charges of a far more serious nature than its peers in Silicon Valley.
Facebook drew the censorious attention of the FTC with the illegal release of data to
Cambridge Analytica, which used it for political profiling of users, and may have influenced
the US election which brought Donald Trump to the White House. What is the cost of a
stolen election in the world’s most powerful democracy? What, for instance, is the global
cost of the ongoing Iran crisis, which may not have developed in the hands of another
government? That's just one of the entries in an extensive bill, whose total would be
mind-boggling. Could a fine be proportional, at all? And would it deter the perpetrators?
The short answer is: No. Corporate malfeasance is executed by foot-soldiers, but orig-
inates in policy that is suggested or mandated by the top leadership, whose salary, bonuses
or severance packages may not be affected. In fact, if a fine is regarded as a part of the cost
of revenue, it is easily ignored, and adjusted against any routine head, like the wages of
the said foot-soldiers. In law, the corporation is a person, but its actions are actuated by
directors. To be effective, deterrence must fix blame where it belongs, in the upper ech-
elons of the corporate superstructure. The strategy of fining digital giants will remain in-
adequate until personal liability is considered.

NO THIRD WHEEL

As he ground out a victory over Wimbledon'’s darling, Djokovic
asserted his rightful place in the tennis trinity

N THE OTHER side of London, two men took a match into tennis’ own “su-

per over”. For the first time, a five-set singles Wimbledon match would be

decided by a tie-breaker, and after four hours and 57 minutes, Novak

Djokovic prevailed over the crowd favourite, Roger Federer, in what was
the tournament’s longest ever final. This was Djokovic’s fifth Wimbledon title and a whop-
ping 16th overall. When the two men, nay, champions, finally left Centre Court on Sunday,
they shared a total of 36 Grand Slam titles between them. Throw in what Rafael Nadal has
won, 18, and you have 54 majors shared between three players. It just goes to show the
greatness of the three in this era of swelling records.

Way back in 1967, a veteran Australian, Roy Emerson, had set an all-time record of
most Grand Slam titles, 12. Pete Sampras broke that mark 33 years later at Wimbledon
2000, and then Federer surpassed the American’s tally by winning his 15th at Wimbledon
nine years later. The Swiss has now set the bar at 20, but at just a few weeks short of turn-
ing 38, the unspoken fear for any Federer fan is how many more can he manage. In the
greater scheme of things, there are two front-runners who might cross Federer’s mark,
but Djokovic, 32, is the one in the best position to eventually hold the record.

A defensive genius, the Serbian has an all-court game and has been winning titles
consistently on hard and grass courts. His closest competitor, Nadal, meanwhile is un-
touchable on clay, but that constitutes just one major in a year — Nadal is also a year older,
and crucially, injury-prone.Yet Djokovic remains the third wheel in the Federer-Nadal
fandom split. Boris Becker, the Serb’s former coach, asserted during commentary that
Djokovic used to feel “unloved”. On Sunday, he ground out a victory over Wimbledon’s
darling. And won over a few fans of his own.

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

BOOKS WILL BE commissioned, movies
made, web series scripted and even
Broadway might show interest. The story of
cricket’s most nerve-wracking game ever, the
2019 World Cup final, is destined to live for-
ever. Beyond the Super Over drama, the Ben
Stokes “Hand of God” moment; Lord’s on
Sunday had a field full of men with back sto-
ries hand-crafted for a Reader’s Digest collec-
tor’s edition.

They reminded the world how sport en-
hances life, redefines set parameters and re-
confirms the power of self-belief. The men
on the turf with medals around their necks
showcased the human capacity to move on
from deeply disturbing trauma and ratio-
nalise setbacks as stepping stones on the way
to dizzy heights.

Back in 2014, during India’s tour of
England, Iwitnessed the early chapters of one
of the many feel-good tales. It was on the first
day of the Nottingham Test thathad met this
pleasant elderly couple from Yorkshire. They
were the Plunketts, who were in the stands
towatch their son Liam, England’s trusted all-
rounder.

Aday before, I had seen the three together
after the Test-eve training session. They had
looked every bit a caring, close-knit family.
The father, tall but frail, lovingly brushed off
the dirt from Liam’s shirt. The mother, a sil-
ver-haired lady, pulled out cream from her
handbag and spread on her son’s sun-baked
lips. The square-jawed 6 ft 3 inches broad-
shoulder hunk, like most men with those
physical attributes, wasn’'t embarrassed by
the parental attention. He merely smiled.
Liam knew what the moment meant to his
parents.

During the lunch break, the father shared
the story of how Liam had almost given up
on his international career for him. Plunkett
Srhad a genetic renal disorder and had to fre-
quently undergo dialysis. One visithome, and
the cricketer son couldn’t see the father’s suf-
fering anymore. He got his tests done and the
reports found him to be a perfect match, giv-
ing the good son the green signal to be his fa-
ther’s kidney donor.

HARISH WANKHEDE

MAINSTREAM CINEMA BRINGS to us aworld
of enchanting narratives in which heroes
perform tasks that are often beyond the
realm of the imaginable. However, films also
reflect our social and cultural values. Hindi
cinema’s dominant language overtly en-
dorses the moral outlook of the social elites
while social groups, like Dalits and Adivasis,
are often depicted in a stereotypical manner.

It has been argued that the Dalit repre-
sentation in Hindi cinema reflects philan-
thropic upper caste sensitivities. Dalit char-
acters are often shown as powerless (Sujata
and Sadgati), wretched (Paar and Bandit
Queen) and dependent upon the morality of
the social elites (Aarakshan and Lagaan).
However, in recent times, films like Rajneeti,
Guddu Rangeela, Manjhi, Masaan, Newton and
Sonchariya attempted to break such stereo-
types. Dalits were now no longer just victims
of caste atrocities, but complex characters.
The recently released Article 15 is a welcome
addition to films that portray Dalit subjec-
tivity in a nuanced manner.

In the film, the Dalit community lives under
conditions of abject poverty, performs filthy
jobs and faces daily violence and social ostraci-
sation. The non-Dalit characters assert their
social identities and work to preserve the feu-
dal-Brahmanical order. Article 15 does not shy
away from depicting the realities of caste so-
ciety. For example, the brutal gang rape and
murder of two Dalit girls does not shock the
civil society. The victims’ parents are helpless
against the insensitive local police. Expecting
justice for the victim appears farfetched under

The England vs New
Zealand final where no one
choked or had a brain freeze
— there were slip ups on
both sides but no case of
nerves — should act as a
tutorial for the Indian
cricketers. England and
India chased virtually a
similar total against the
same bowling attack but the
hosts came out shining.
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WORDLY WISE
FEDERER IS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL MAN

TO WATCH PLAY TENNIS.
— JOHN MCENROE

This was 2007, he was just 22 and train-
ing hard to make an international comeback.
However, the father’s insistence and subse-
quent health improvement resulted in Liam
pursuing his cricket dream. Had there beena
minor twist to this tale, England wouldn’t
have had that unflustered big-stage bowler,
who came with a scrambled-seam cutter to
dismiss the New Zealand captain and Player
of the Tournament Kane Williamson in the
final.

When the English captain, Eoin Morgan,
ended his country’s long-wait to lift the Cup;
watching the unadultered and over-the-top
revelry of the punch drunk English fans at
Lord’s, made you wonder if anyone ever could
be happier. But then you thought of the eld-
erly Yorkshire couple you met at Nottingham
five years back.

Not as emotional as the Plunketts, New
Zealand too has a young man with an exem-
plary and inspiring life story. In a downward
spiral because of a soul-crushing injury and
loss of form, New Zealand all-rounder Jimmy
Neesham too had decided to quit the sport.
Such was his disgust towards the sport he
once deeply loved that he would wake on
match days, peep out of the window hoping
ithad rained and the match would get called
off. He even thought of settling as a salesman
for a company that sold electric collars for
cows. He didn’t, he stuck around. Had he not,
who would have come up with those “nail-
ing yorkers” and “sailing sixes” in the final
moments at Lord’s. If not for him, the game
wouldn’t have been tied twice. It would have
been just another close final, not the greatest
cricket game ever played.

The biggest challenge for those taking this
“greatest game” to the screen or stage will be
the narrative’s lack of intrigue, melodrama or
histrionics. For starters, the two teams were
led by men with angelic faces, the kind that
make mothers, watching cricket at home, re-
coil when they see their favourite get hurt on
field. Morgan and Williamson don’t wear
their aggression on their sleeve but it still is
felt by the two batsmen on the pitch and also
nine inside the dressing room.

They are strong and silent, and they stay
the same regardless of the match situation.
They don’t put on a mask, or a game face,
when entering the field. Williamson and
Morgan aren’tall smiles at 5/3 and get scowly
at320/4. Their qualities and concepts are elu-
sive; they remain invisible to the untrained
eye. Their actions and decisions drop a hint
but the two are way too understated for any-
one to read their minds.

For the in-your-face Indian squad that has
now lost two semis and two finals at ICC
events — 50-overs World Cup and T20
Championship — there are lessons to be
learnt. Virat Kohli can learn the art of re-
strained aggression from Williamson and
Morgan. Maybe, he can even give a thought
about being more selective when it comes to
the words he mouths in both delight and de-
spair. The impressionable young cricketers
might take years to perfect the Kohli cover
drive, but reading the lips of the hero and re-
peating it on the cricket field wouldn’t take
time.

The England vs New Zealand final where
no one choked or had a brain freeze — there
were slip ups on both sides but no case of
nerves — should act as a tutorial for the Indian
cricketers. England and India chased virtually
a similar total against the same bowling at-
tack but the hosts came out shining,.

Acouple of batting failures here and there
are part of cricket but a top-order collapse, a
middle-order surrender and a faulty finish in
the same game and that too a World Cup
knock-out clash hints at a chronic nervous
disorder. Champion sides know how to flirt
with fine margins. They know how to walk
the tight rope.

But when expectations of fans are unrea-
sonable, tasteless television teasers compare
lifting the silverware to drinking tea from
cheap china and some ill-dressed movie star
walks on the field to monetise the dream of
billions that 2019 will be a sequel to 1983; you
know that fear of failure came in the way of
succeeding.

sandeep.dwivedi@expressindia.com

AN UPPER CASTE (GAZE

Its nuanced depiction notwithstanding, ‘Article 15’ shows Dalits as victims

For the first time in Hindi
cinema, the narrative
revolves around the Dalit
caste question. The film also
has four set of Dalit
characters alongside the
Brahmin hero. Varied social
and political objectives are
behind different different
fragments of these Dalit
lives. However, in end, they
remain subjects of the brutal
feudal order. While the
Brahmin hero emerges as
ideal and messianic, his Dalit
counterparts are depicted as
broken, corrupt or
pathological people.

such conditions.

Ayan Ranjan, a newly appointed IPS offi-
cer, enters the scene to bring justice to the vic-
tims. He delivers justice not through an act of
revenge but by performing his job sincerely.
A privileged Brahmin male, educated in the
Western world and unaware of rural India’s
brutal caste realities, Ranjan is disturbed by
the way the feudal order dominates the social
and modern state institutions.

For the first time in Hindi cinema, the nar-
rative revolves around the Dalit caste question.
The film also has four set of Dalit characters
alongside the Brahmin hero. Varied social and
political objectives are behind different frag-
ments of these Dalitlives. However, inend, they
remain subjects of the brutal feudal order.
While the Brahmin hero emerges asideal and
messianic, his Dalit counterparts are depicted
as broken, corrupt or pathological people.

The first set of the Dalit characters repre-
sent the Dalit masses. The two teenaged Dalit
girls are raped, murdered and hanged by a tree
because they refuse to obey the diktats of the
feudal elites. Their parents are helpless vic-
tims, tortured by the police authorities. These
horrifying pictures haunt the narrative.

The second set of characters is of social ac-
tivists, Gaura and Nishad resembling the ac-
tivist, Chandrashekhar Ravan). They remind
us of the idealist leaders of the Dalit Panthers
movement which shocked the political estab-
lishment with their militant activism in the
mid-1970s. Their commitment to radical
Ambedkarite ideas and distrust of social and
political authorities is showcased impressively.

Jury 16,1979, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

DESAT RESIGNS

MORARJI DESAT'S 28- month-old govern-
ment went out of office as the revolt
mounted against him in the Janata Party.
Desai handed over his resignation to the
President at 6.30 pm. Sanjiva Reddy accepted
the resignation and asked him to continue
as a caretaker PM until a new governmentis
formed. Significantly, Desai has not resigned
from the leadership of the Janata Party in
Parliament. He has staked his claim to form
another government on the ground that,
evenif depletedin strength, the Janata Party
continues to be the single-largest party in the
Lok Sabha. As such, he must be invited to
form another government.

RAJ NARAIN'S CLAIM

RAJNARAIN, WHO has brought about the fall
of the Morarji Desai government, has staked
his claim to forming an alternative ministry.
As leader of the newly-formed Janata Party
(Secular), Raj Narain sent to President
Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy a communication
spelling out his claim. Meanwhile, leaders
who had resigned from the Janata Party dur-
ing the last week held detailed discussions
among themselves on how to mobilise
enough support to substantiate its claim.
Contact has already been established with
certain other Opposition group including
Indira Congress and Congress to explore the
possibility of either forming a coalition or

Two otherimportant characters are Jatavji,
the police inspector and Malti Ram, the ap-
prentice female doctor at the government hos-
pital. They are part of state institutions, with
salaried jobs, but their social status has not
changed much. Both function under upper-
caste bosses and lack independent agency.
They represent the neo-Dalit middle class that
has achieved economic mobility due to the
state’s affirmative action policies. However,
they have failed to engage with the daily strug-
gles of their poor Dalit counterparts.

Article 15 also comments on Dalit political
leadership. The Dalit leader allies with a right-
wing Hindu party that advocates Brahmin-
Dalit unity to win elections. This draws from
politics in Uttar Pradesh, where, in 1995, the
BSP entered into a political alliance with the
BJP. In current times, Dalit leaders like Ram
Vilas Paswan and Ramdas Athawale have be-
came part of the BJP-led NDA alliance.

Portraying Dalit subjectivities inanuanced
manner is welcome. However, the reformism
of the the upper caste elites seems to dictate
the actions of Article 15’s Dalit characters. They
are burdened with sufferings, become part of
radical militant outfits or get associated with
corrupt political regimes. The Dalit character
asanindependent hero, who can battle crim-
inal elements without fear, is yet to find a re-
spectable space in mainstream Bollywood
films. Dalits are monitored as subaltern sub-
jects who need the upper caste saviour.

The writer is assistant professor, Centre for
Political Studies, JNU

seeking their support from outside.

COALITION INEVITABLE

A COALITION GOVERNMENT at the Centre
has become inevitable. But a ticklish situa-
tion has arisen because Morarji Desai has re-
signed from prime ministership but not from
the leadership of the Janata Parliamentary
Party. This has not only dismayed most of the
Janata MPs but has put the party in a
quandary. Desai has staked his claim to form
anew government. Constitutional experts —
Fali S Nariman, former Solicitor-General is
one of them — say that the President cannot
invite Desai to form the government because
he has resigned from the prime ministership.
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Same old rent-seeking

Politicians yearn to lay hands on Karnataka’s public goods and natural assets,
control its bureaucracy. The present political crisis is a reflection of this impulse

JANAKI NAIR

FORTHE FIRST time in many years, Karnataka
may break with its long-established norm of
having a state government that is not formed
by the same party that holds office at the
Centre. Many exemplary traditions forged in
this state usually went unnoticed — until the
“discovery of Karnataka” during the 2018
election. How far we have travelled from the
exceptional leadership of a Devaraj Urs, ar-
guably the most important non-communist
Indian leader committed to land reforms and
social welfare, or an Abdul Nazir (“Neer”/wa-
ter) saab, who pioneered an exemplary wa-
ter policy in the 1980s! Karnataka should also
have been better known for its decentralisa-
tion of panchayati raj institutions and its reser-
vations for women long before the nation
picked up those leads. And it was none other
than the current Speaker, KR Ramesh Kumar,
who as health minister in 2017, attempted to
tame the rapacious private health establish-
ment in Karnataka.

All these legacies have now been over-
shadowed by the spectacle of renegade JD(S)
and Congress MLAs. As we watched them
sprint down the corridors of Vidhana Soudha,
exemplarily secured from public anger, des-
perate JD(S)/Congress “poachers”, the media,
and assorted “threats” to their precious life
and limbs, they looked nothing like the
“rebels” they believe they are. So, what new
political norms are being fashioned in
Karnataka?

We are yet to establish whether the “green
corridor” the renegades were ensured
through the city of Bengaluru on the way from
the HAL airport to the Vidhana Soudha — in-
furiating evening commuters — is a national
first. Or is it A H Vishwanath, who has rede-
fined hypocrisy, since he had once said, in his
book Mallige Maatu published in 2014, that
alljustifications for “deserting the natal home
and sheltering with the enemy” are like
smokescreens of renegades looking for “fresh
pastures to graze on”?

Of late, Karnataka politics, which has had
a colourful “chicken-eating Brahmin” CMM, has
become better known for the chief minister
who was jailed on corruption charges. Even
the CM’s RSS background did not steel him
from the fatal attractions of land and mining
contracts. And the restless ambitions of the
party he had forsaken in 2012 once more re-
stored him to the place of chief manoeuvrer.

But he is not alone in his preoccupations.
Evena cursory glance at the backgrounds and
assets of the deserters provided in The Indian
Express is revealing: Apart from Shivaram
Hebbar, whose declared assets have mysteri-
ously declined between 2013 and 2018,and A
H Vishwanath, whose crores remained sta-
ble in the same period, most other legislators,
such as B Ramalinga Reddy, Roshan Baig,
Ramesh Jharkiholi, Anand Singh, S T
Somasekhar, Byrathi Basavaraj, N
Munirathna, K Gopalaiah have massively
upped their incomes. M T B Nagaraj has de-
clared himself the richest real-estate-busi-
nessman-turned-politician with assets of a
dizzying Rs 1,015 crore.

Forget agriculture, neither the IT/BT or the
garment industries, for which Bengaluru may

DIvYANSH DEV

AS THE JULY 31 deadline for the Supreme
Court-monitored NRC (National Register of
Citizens)in Assam approaches, the faultlines
in the discourse around it have widened.
Some of the descriptions of the exercise ig-
nore how its history dates back a century,and
how that history continues to mould the
present. The basic issue of weeding out infil-
trators and preserving racial and ethniciden-
tity is being drowned by confused concerns
over therights of refugees and a religious ex-
odus. These accusations are false: The NRC
refuses to touch refugees and only filters the
infiltrators that have secured access to the
state’s resources purely as a vote-bank. Given
the exercise is Supreme Court monitored —
the Court is ultimate guarantor of fundamen-
tal rights — any misgivings about a Rohingya-
like situation in Assam must be ignored.

The British devised the “Line System” in
1916 and implemented it in 1920 in Assam
wherein the specified areas were demar-
cated for Muslim immigrants and indige-
nous people. The immigrants were not al-
lowed to settle in areas belonging to
indigenous people of Assam.

C S Mullan, Superintendent of the 1931
Census highlighted the impact of immigrants
on indigenous people of Assam. He pointed
out that such an influx is akin to eliminating
the Assamese race and culture at a greater
pace than Burmese invasion century years
ago. According to him, immigrants had al-
ready conquered Nowgong district, Darrang

be better known, nor even the once lucrative
education sectors are sending their represen-
tatives to the legislative bodies. The wealth of
those legislators on the “run” is drawn from
two important areas — strip mining and real
estate. Neither of these are guaranteed to
swell government coffers, offer jobs or bring
well-being to the people of Karnataka. The
catastrophic devastation of Bellary or
Chitradurga, with possibly irreversible con-
sequences for soil and water, is no longer dis-
cussed, though the 2011 Lokayukta report de-
tailed the colossal loss to the exchequer,
damage to the environment, and severely de-
clining village welfare fromillegal iron mining
and forest encroachment in the Bellary area.

Bengaluru has been the honey pot for real
estate interests since at least the 1980s, when
the kith and kin of successive chief ministers
quite unpatriotically declared “oore nam-
madu” (this state/land is ours).
Anthropologists such as Michael Goldmann
have coined the term “speculative urbanism”
todescribe the “unnatural” market processes
by which urban growth, particularly on the
peripheries of the city, follows speculation,
determining not only acquisitions and sales
but also urban form.

This has not stopped the renegades from
claiming they want to serve the people.
Dismayed by the election of Louis Napolean
Bonaparte in 1851, Karl Marx had insightfully
suggested that we get beyond the deceptive
“self perceptions” of quarrelling political fac-
tions. Memorably, he noted: “Thus the Tories
in England long imagined that they were en-
thusiastic about monarchy, the church, and
the beauties of the old English Constitution,
until the day of danger wrung from them the
confession that they are enthusiastic only
about ground rent.”

These individual biographies establish
that politicians yearn to lay hands on the
state’s public goods and natural assets, as well
as control of its once independent bureau-
cracy. The result is often the disaster that the
current resort/hotel politics completely
eclipsed. It was the collapse of a building un-
der construction in one of Bengaluru’s cos-
mopolitan areas, Pulakeshinagar (formerly
Cox Town), which killed five people. It was a
textbook case of the violations that are toler-
ated by civic inspectors, bureaucrats, and
politicians — three floors built in the place of
two, which led to the collapse of an adjoining

Forget agriculture, neither
the I'T/BT or the garment
industries, for which
Bengaluru may be better
known, nor even the once
lucrative education sectors
are sending their
representatives up to the
legislative bodies. The wealth
of those legislators on the
‘run’ is drawn from two
important areas — strip
mining and real estate.
Neither of these are
guaranteed to swell
government coffers, offer
jobs or bring well-being to
the people of Karnataka. The
catastrophic devastation of
Bellary or Chitradurga, with
possibly irreversible
consequences for soil and
water, is no longer discussed.

Healing old wounds

NRC process addresses a century-long demographic crisis in Assam

district and the Barpeta subdivisions were to
be invaded. The immigration issue later
formed the bedrock of the Pakistan move-
mentin Assam. By 1937, Muslim League lead-
ers propagated a theory that political power
depended on population. This became even
more prominent after the League’s 1940
Lahore resolution calling for the creation of
Pakistan. Soon after, leaflets titled “Muslims
of Assam, Unite” became rampant.

Lord Wavell, British Viceroy of India, dur-
ing his 1943 visit to Assam said, “the chief
political problem in Assam was the desire of
the Muslim Ministers to increase the immi-
grant population into the uncultivated
Government lands under the slogan of Grow
More Food, but what they were really after
was Grow More Muslims.” Further, a tripar-
tite agreement between Government of
Assam and the Muslim League in 1945 gave
the former the rights to evict illegal immi-
grants who had migrated to the Assam
province after 1938.

Assam bore the brunt of pre-Partition vi-
olence as well —Maulana Bashani (Muslim-
League MLA from Dhubri South) called for
immigrants to undertake jihad against the
Congress-led Bordoloi government. A
telegram from Bordoloi, the Premier of
Assam, to Sardar Patel on March 19, 1947,
read: “Assam situation serious, causing govt
Great anxiety. Assam Muslim League and
Bengali Muslim Leaders planning invasion
of Assam by organised volunteers from

Bengal. Many immigrants Muslim entered
in Assam... Clash inevitable as tension con-
tinues.” When the results of the referendum
in Muslim-majority Sylhet District were in
favour of joining East Pakistan, Assam found
itself ina comfortable situation. Bordoloi told
Patel on February 18, 1948, that giving the
Bengali district of Sylhet and a portion of
Cachar from Assam to East Pakistan is “a con-
summation to which the Assamese people
are looking forward for the last 70 years”.

The Asom Jatiya Mahasabha, which led
the Assamese cause, published a statement
the following statement in The Shillong Times
on August 27, 1947: “With Sylhet joining
Pakistan, Assam has grown smaller in area
but attained greater homogeneity which has
prompted Assam to be free and sovereign.”

Soon after Independence, the Nehru-
Liaquat Pact of 1951 protected the rights of mi-
norities of both India and Pakistan. The immi-
grant Muslims who had left Assam for East
Pakistan returned due to the pact. However,
they were not part of the 1951 census and the
Assam NRC that was prepared that year.

In the next decade, the pogrom in East
Pakistan against the Bengalis led to an in-
crease in migration. This peaked at the time
of the liberation of Bangladesh from Pakistan
in 1971. Then, as per the Indira Gandhi-
Mujibur Rahman Pact of 1972, all refugees
who entered India before March 25, 1971,
were allowed to stay in India.

By 1979, the monumental increase in the

Suvajit Dey

basement, and a domino effect which threat-
ened a third building as well.

Bengaluru’s passage froma small town to
a big metropolis was enabled by such illegal-
ities, involving variously the state, builders,
the middle-class and even the urban poor. In
this building collapse, several destinies inter-
sected: Poor construction labourers (includ-
ing two from Bengal) in their search of aliveli-
hood paid with their lives; some middle-class
investors, though fully complicitin the illegal-
ities, lost their homes; we are yet to see what
will happen to the bureaucrats, civic officials
and builders linked to the chain of illegalities.

But our legislator profile strongly suggests
that as a class, builders and their partners in
government will survive unscathed, with or
without “divine intervention”. Inscribed on
the auspiciously east facing entrance of the
Vidhana Soudha are the words, “Government
Workis God’s Work”. Karnataka’s legislators
have breathed new life into those words.
Worship is work: H D Revanna while at
Chamundi claimed that the current govern-
ment was divinely ordained. In non-theolog-
ical terms, such pre-ordination refers to the
desire for sovereign power.

During the Karnataka elections of 2018,
then Karnataka chief minister, Siddaramaiah,
refused the path that many, including his own
party chief, had taken by their craven tours
of temples and mathas. He had stressed in-
stead the humanism of Basava’s message, a
uniquely Karnataka heritage, that had
spurned caste at its founding. Now he too is
twitching with more earthly ambition.

Itis too early to tell whether the hyperna-
tionalist “alternative” raised by the new kid
on the block, Tejasvi Surya, will refocus
Karnataka’s “unity” around the project of
identifying second-class citizens. At this time,
it is urgent to recall what Karnataka’s recent
history has taught us: That perhaps only con-
sensually agreed on constraints on certain eco-
nomic “freedoms” (for example, unrestrained
mining) and political practices (for instance,
the penchant for unleashing a reign of terror
rather than abiding by a rule of law) will en-
able a morally defensible social life, and en-
sure true freedom, equality, the flourishing of
the human condition and what we owe to
others, not least those generations to come.

The writer is professor,
Centre for Historical Studies, [INU

number of voters, 45,000 of whom were for-
eigners in a by-election in Assam, lead to
birth of the Assam Movement. The move-
ment demanded the deportation of foreign-
ers and the deletion of their names from the
electoral roll. The Assam Accord signed be-
tween the Rajiv Gandhi government and stu-
dent leaders of Assam movement in 1985,
says: “Foreigners who came to Assam on or
after March 25, 1971, shall continue to be de-
tected, deleted and practical steps shall be
taken to expel such foreigners”.

The 2009 PIL in the Supreme Court filed
by an Assamese NGO sought directions from
the Court to delete the names of 41 lakh for-
eigners from the voters list on the pretext of
Assam Accord and update the 1951 NRC ac-
cordingly. Since 2015, the process is court-
monitored.

These 100 years, if anything, illustrate
that Assam’s struggle isn’t new, and this ex-
ercise is not unfamiliar. The reasons behind
NRC are same, as are the aspirations of the
people whose will mandates it. Beyond the
politics, polarisation and promises, for the
first time, India is dissuading the nourish-
ment of vote-banks at the expense of the
state’s resources.

Dev is a practising advocate at Delhi High
Court. He has been an Ambassador for
Harvard University’s Oral History Project on
Partition of British India.

Views expressed are personal
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“China's governance in Xinjiang is of great value to anti-terrorism and de-
extremism, and it has been proven effective. This should be praised instead of

being criticised.”

— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Maritime challenges
and opportunities

The churn in the Persian Gulf provides India an
opening to step up its strategic engagements
beyond investments in the Chabahar port

BY C RAJA MOHAN

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN the Straits of
Hormuz and Malacca help reveal India’s
emerging challenges and opportunities on
the maritime front. To the west of the coun-
try, international shipping is on high alert
amidst the escalating tensions in the region
between Iran and its neighbours on the one
hand and between Tehran and Washington
on the other. According to some estimates,
atleast 17 countries have been affected, ei-
ther directly or indirectly, by the recent at-
tacks on oil tankers in the Gulf region.

To the east, China has put its commer-
cial shipping passing through the Straits of
Malaccaona high alert. While the tensions
in the Gulf centred around Iran are visible,
the littoral states of the Malacca Straits are
mystified at the Chinese decision to put its
ships on alert. The three littoral states of the
Malacca Straits — Malaysia, Indonesia and
Singapore — say they see no evidence of a
real or potential threat.

Some believe that the Chinese decision
might be based on intelligence about a lo-
cal terror attack on its shipping. Others sus-
pect this could be a prelude a larger move
by China to establish a significant naval
presence at the Malacca Straits thatis seen
as Beijing’s economic “life line”.

Every year, nearly $500 billion worth
of trade passes through the Straits of
Hormuz. The value of commerce flowing
through the Malacca Straits annually is es-
timated at more than $3 trillion. Threats
to the shipping in the straits of Hormuz
and Malacca, however, are not new. What
is new, though, is the US insistence that
Asia pay for its energy security in the Gulf.
In a tweet last month, President Donald
Trump said Asian countries “should be
protecting their own ships.”

The US has long been guarantor of mar-
itime security in the Indian and Pacific
Oceans. Trump is now questioning the
costs and benefits of this historic American
role. This is very similar to the US pressure
on its European allies to contribute a
greater share of the costs for the mainte-
nance of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation. That allies “free ride” on
American shoulders has been at the heart
of Trump’s world view. And he has been
determined to ramp up the pressure
against its partners in Europe and Asia to
change the relative security burdens.

That the US is no longer dependent on
oilimports from the Middle East and has be-

come a major hydrocarbon exporter, have
created the new economic context for
Trump’s questioning of traditional American
commitments to the Gulf. On his part, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has reportedly told
Trump at their meeting in Osaka last month
that he has ordered the Indian Navy into the
Gulf to escort the Indian oil tankers.

Since the Osaka talks, the story has
moved on. Senior US officials, including
General Joseph Dunford, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo have unveiled plans to build
aninternational coalition to secure the Gulf.
Japan and South Korea are reportedly con-
sidering participation in such a coalition.

While Tokyo and Seoul are ambivalent
about incurring additional costs to secure
their oil imports, Beijing might be better
prepared — in terms of capabilities as well
as ambitions — to take larger responsibility
for security in the Gulf. A decade ago, when
piracy threatened international shipping
in the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea,
China initiated naval deployments that
have turned into a permanent military
presence in the region.

Since then, China has set up its first for-
eign military base in Djibouti. Beijing has
intensified its military engagement in the
Gulf and the Arabian Sea littoral. The US’s
demand that Asians do more for securing
the flows of energy, provides China with an
unprecedented opportunity to carve outa
larger role for itself in the Gulf.

The opportunity should be equally at-
tractive to India. After all, Delhi is closer to
the Gulf than Beijing and is in a better po-
sition to raise its maritime profile in the lit-
toral. It has big stakes in the Gulf as well as
a longer tradition of providing security to
the region. Meanwhile, the countries in the
Gulfregion are looking to diversify their se-
curity partnerships as an insurance against
potential downsizing of American security
commitments. But the public debate in
Delhi is focused rather narrowly on the im-
plications of the Gulf crisis for its planned
investments in Iran’s Chabahar port and on
finding ways to appear neutral.

One hopes that the Modi government
is thinking a little more boldly about India’s
strategic possibilities in the Gulf amidst a
historic churn shaking up this oil-rich re-
gion and its relationship to the world. More
broadly, as Asia rises and the US rethinks
its role in providing public goods in the
Indo-Pacific, Delhi must aim to do more for
maritime security on its own as well as
through coalitions of like-minded coun-
tries. After all, Modi has often suggested
that India must aspire to become a “leading
power” and take greater responsibility for
regional security in India’s neighbourhood.

The writer is director, Institute of South
Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore and contributing editor of

international affairs for
The Indian Express

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TAGORE’S WORDS

THIS REFERS TO E P Unny’s ‘Freeze
Frame’ cartoon (IE, July 15).
Rabindranath Tagore is shown as
handcuffed. The way political atmos-
phere is currently changing in our
country, this cartoon may become a
reality before long. In Bharat Teertha,
Tagore wrote: “O Aryans, non- Aryans,
come here. O Hindus and Mussalmans,
come here. You Englishmen, and
Christians, come here. Come here, O
Brahmins with a clean heart, and join
hands with everyone. Come here all
downtrodden, letting go of your past
humiliations. Only by the combined
touch of all of you, will this pot of wa-
ter, meant for the ceremonial washing
of the Motherland, become sacred.” In
another instance, Tagore writes, “Leave
this chanting and singing and telling
of beads. Whom are you worshipping
in this lonely dark corner of a temple,
keeping all its doors shut? Open your
eyes and see that your God is not pres-
ent before you!” With the way we are
now going, it is likely that Tagore will
soon be censored .

Ranjan Das, Mumbai

ROTE ROUTE

THIS REFERS TO THE article, ‘The bur-
den of perfect 10’ (IE, July 15). The writ-
ers have meticulously highlighted the
all that ails our education system.
From Macaulay’s thesis to the current
trend, our education system seems to
be static. The only variable is in the
marks scored by the students. Diving
into the numbers, one can easily locate
many of the problems of our educa-
tion system to this contradiction.
Parents as well as the government
need to emphasise conceptual learn-
ing rather that motivate students to

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.
Letter writers should
mention their postal
address and phone number.

THE WINNER RECEIVES
SELECT EXPRESS
PUBLICATIONS

learn by rote.
Ankit singh, Prayagraj

CASTE HURDLE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The fun-
damental unity’ (IE, July 15). The idea
of a “fundamental unity” of all life
forms has indeed been the common
heritage of many socio-religious
philosophies, particularly in the East.
But what the article misses is the fact
that this unity cannot, as a part of the
ideology of “integral humanism”, re-
inforce a process of social integration.
To do this, it would have to defy the
overarching paradigm of governance
and society built on the caste system.

G Javaid Rasool, Lucknow
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The £50 bank note on
display. Reuters

BRITAIN

Alan Turingto
appearon UK
bank notes

Manchester: Alan Turing,
the mathematician whose
cracking of a Nazi code
helped the Allies to win
World War Two but who
committed suicide after
being convicted of homo-
sexuality, will appear on
the Bank of England’s new
£50banknote, the BoE said
on Monday. “As the father
of computer science and
artificial intelligence, as
well as war hero, Alan
Turing’s contributions
were far-ranging and path-
breaking,” BoE Governor
Mark Carney, who took the
final decision on the char-
acter selection, said.
“Turingisagianton whose
shoulders so many now
stand.” Turing’s machine,
a forerunner of modern
computers, cracked the
code used by the Nazisand
gave the Allies an advan-
tage in naval battle.

SWEDEN

O killed as plane
crashes during
skydiving trip

Stockholm: Nine Swedes
were killed when their
plane crashed during a
skydiving trip near Umea,
a small university city in
northern Sweden, author-
ities said on Sunday. The
small plane designed to
carry parachutists crashed
on an island on the Ume
river shortly after takeoff
from Umea airport, police
spokesman Peder Jonsson
said, adding that those on
board were ona skydiving
trip. The police said thatall
the victims were Swedish,
with one person holding
dual citizenship. The
names of the victims were
not been disclosed. King
Carl XVI Gustaf expressed
his sorrow in a statement.

SOUTH AFRICA
Zuma testifies,
claims he has
been vilified

Johannesburg: South
Africa’s graft-accused
ex-president  Jacob
Zuma said on Monday
he had been “vilified”, as
he testified at a judicial
inquiry into the alleged
looting of state funds
while he was in power. “[
have been vilified, al-
leged to be the king of
corrupt people,” he told
the inquiry. “I have been
given every other name
and I have never re-
sponded to those issues.
[ believe it is important
that we respect one
another.”

AFGHANISTAN

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

RADIO STATION SHUTS AFTER TALIBAN THREAT

A private radio station, Samaa, in Afghanistan has shut down after numerous threats from
a suspected Taliban commander who objected to women working as presenters, officials at
the radio station said on Monday. The incident comes as the Taliban are discussing a peace
deal with the US that could see them rejoining mainstream society.

Amid war within Democratic Party,

Trumpfires at ‘progressive squad’

US President’s tweets telling Congresswomen of colour to ‘go back’ widely condemned as racist

KATIE ROGERS &
NICHOLAS FANDOS
WASHINGTON, JULY 15

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
said Sunday that a group of four
minority congresswomen feud-
ing with Speaker Nancy Pelosi
should “go back” to the countries
they came from rather than
“loudly and viciously telling the
people of the United States” how
to run the government.

Wrapped inside that insult,
which was widely established
as aracist trope, was a factually
inaccurate claim: Only one of
the lawmakers was born out-
side the country.

Though Trump has repeatedly
refused to back down from stok-
ing racial divisions, his willingness
todeploy alowest-rung slur —one
commonly and crudely used to
single out the perceived foreign-
ness of nonwhite, non-Christian
people — was largely regarded as
beyond the pale.

“So interesting to see
‘Progressive’ Democrat
Congresswomen, who originally
came from countries whose gov-
ernments are a complete and to-
tal catastrophe, the worst, most
corruptand ineptanywhereinthe
world,” Trump wrote on Twitter,
“now loudly and viciously telling
the people of the United States,
the greatest and most powerful
Nation on earth, how our govern-
ment is to be run.” Trump added:
“Why don’tthey gobackand help
fix the totally broken and crime in-
fested places from which they
came. Then come back and show
us howitisdone.”

Delivered on the day he had
promised widespread immigra-
tionraids, Trump’s comments sig-
nalled anewlowinhow far he will
go to affect public discourse sur-
rounding theissue. And if his string
of tweets was meant to further
widen Democratic divisions inan
intraparty fight, the strategy ap-
peared quickly to backfire: House
Democrats, including Pelosi, ral-
lied around the women, declaring

Why don’t they go

back and help fix
the totally brokenand
crime infested places
from which they came.
Then come back and
show us how itisdone.”

—DONALD TRUMP
US PRESIDENT

inblunt terms that Trump’s words
echoed other xenophobic com-
ments he has made about non-
white immigrants.

As the President’s remarks
reverberated around Twitter, a
chorus of Americans took to so-
cial media to say Trump’s words
were racist and that they had
heard some version of these
words throughout their lives, be-
ginning with childhood taunts
on the playground. Senator Cory
Booker a presidential candidate,
joined scores of people who said
it was jarring to hear the phrase
from the President.

Pelosi offered the bluntest
take on Trump’s comments
when she said his campaign slo-
gan, “Make America Great
Again,” “has always been about
making America white again.”

Broadly, Trump’s attack on
lawmakers appeared to be meant
for members of the “squad,” a
group of liberal Democratic fresh-
men engaged inan existential and
generational war of words with
Pelosi: Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
of New York, Ilhan Omar of
Minnesota, Rashida Tlaib of
Michigan and Ayanna Pressley of
Massachusetts.

But only one of the women,
Omar, who is from Somalia, was
born outside the United States.

Drug gangs behind
Sri Lanka Easter

bombings:

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO, JULY 15

INTERNATIONAL DRUG syndi-
cates orchestrated Sri Lanka’s
deadly Easter Sunday bombings,
the country’s leader claimed
Monday, despite earlier blaming
the attacks on Islamists.

The statement comes amid a
nationwide narcotics crack-
down, with President
Maithripala Sirisena aiming to
reintroduce capital punishment
for drug offences.

Authorities have said local ji-
hadist group National Thowheeth
Jamaath (NT])was responsible for
the suicide bombings in churches
and hotels that killed at least 258
people in April. The attacks were
later claimed by the Islamic State
group.

Sirisena’s office said the day
after the bombings that local
terrorists and international ter-
ror groups were responsible for
the attacks.

Sirisena

But in a statement issued by
his office Monday, Sirisena said
the attacks “were the work of in-
ternational drug dealers”.

“Drug barons carried out this
attack to discredit me and dis-
courage my anti-narcotics drive.
[ will not be deterred,” he said.

Sirisena is waging a battle
against efforts by his governing
coalition in Parliament to abol-
ish capital punishment, which
has been subject to a morato-
rium since 1976.

A spokesman for Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
discounted the President’s claims,
saying the police investigation
didn’t mention drug dealers.

NEW RULE TO MAKE
SEEKING ASYLUMIN
U.S. MORE DIFFICULT

Washington: The Trump ad-
ministration on Monday said
it would take steps to make
it more difficult for immi-
grantsarriving on the south-
ern border to seek asylumin
the United States, putting the
onus on them toask for shel-
ter in other countries. The
Department of Homeland
Security, in a statement is-
sued with the Department of
Justice, said the interim rule
would seta“new bar” forim-
migrants “by placing further
restrictions or limitations on
eligibility for aliens who seek
asylum” in the US. The pro-
posal would make it tougher
for applicants who did not
apply for protection from
persecution or torture where
itwasavailableinatleastone
“third country” through
which they travelled en route
to the United States.

Ocasio-Cortez was born in the
Bronx to parents of Puerto Rican
descent. Pressley, who is black,
was bornin Cincinnati and raised
in Chicago. And Tlaib was born in
Detroit to Palestinian immigrants.

Prompted by an emergency
border aid package that liberals felt
did not place sufficient restrictions
on the Trump administration, the
backand forth between the fresh-
menwomen, Democratic moder-
ates in the House and Pelosi has
also been bruising.

The Speaker spent much of
thelastweek trying to return har-
mony to her restive caucus, and
tensions were still raw heading
into the weekend. On Sunday,
Trump may have provided the
impetus for a reconciliation —
however brief — that
Democratic leaders and rank-
and-file House members quickly
embraced. NYT

The four Democratic first-time Congresswomen,
known as the ‘Squad’, have been in the firing line of
conservative politicians and media over their
outspoken progressive views.

ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-
CORTEZ,29,isa
Congresswoman from New
York who was born in the
city’s Bronx borough

RASHIDATLAIB,42,isa
Congresswoman from
Michigan who was bornin
Detroit.

House of Representatives
Speaker Nancy Pelosi

ILHAN OMAR, 37,isa
Congresswoman from
Minnesota who was bornin
Somalia and immigrated to
the US at the age of 10

AYANNA PRESSLEY, 45,is a
Congresswoman from
Massachusetts who was
born in Cincinnati.

YouNG Vs OLD

The four lawmakers have
also clashed with the old
guard in the Democratic
Party, including House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, on
issues ranging from
Trump’s impeachment to
funding border security
forces. The feud within the
Democratic Party has led
to both sides publicly
calling out the other.

Pak court grants

interim bail to Hafiz
Saeed, 3 of his aides

M ZULQERNAIN
LAHORE, JULY 15

MUMBAI TERROR attack mas-
termind and JuD chief Hafiz
Saeed and his three aides were
granted pre-arrest bail on
Monday by an anti-terrorism
court in Pakistan, which stopped
police from arresting them till
August 3 inaland grabbing case
for a seminary.

Anti-Terrorism Court (ATC),
Lahore, Judge Javed Igbal
Warriach granted pre-arrest
bail to Saeed and his three aides
— Hafiz Masood, Ameer
Hamza, and Malik Zafar — until
August 3 against the surety
bonds of Rs 50,000 each.

Earlier, Dawn newspaper re-
ported that the ATC granted in-
terim bail to the JuD leaders un-
til August 31.

The Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) had regis-
tered an FIR against Saeed and
others for illegally grabbing a
piece of land in Lahore and set-
ting up a seminary.

Saeed and other three's
counsel Imran Fazal told the
court that his clients were not in-
volved in grabbing of the land in
question. He termed the allega-
tion baseless.

A lawyer representing the

The JuD chief got a pre-arrest
bail in a case pertaining to
the outfit’s illegal use of land

CTD said Saeed and his three
aides are involved in land grab-
bing. “They grabbed the land and
set up aseminary there,” he said.

Judge Warriach, however,
stopped the CTD of Punjab police
fromarresting Saeed and his three
aides in this case till August 3.

Inarelated development, the
Lahore High Courtissued notices
to the federal government, the
Punjab government and the CTD
onSaeed and his seven aides’ pe-
tition challenging terror financ-
ing charges against them and
sought a reply from the respon-
dents till July 30.

The CTD on July 3 registered
23 FIRs against 13 leaders of the
JuD, including Saeed, on the
charges of “terror financing” in
different cities of Punjab
province. PTI

Hong Kong leader says
new protesters rioters

VIMVAM TONG &
ANNE MARIEROANTREE
HONG KONG, JULY 15

HONG KONG leader Carrie Lam
said on Monday protesters who
clashed with police on the week-
end were rioters, a legally loaded
term in the city, and she sup-
ported the police in upholding
the law and seeking perpetrators.

Lammade the commentsata
hospital where she visited three
police officers injured in violent
disturbances on Sunday between
police and demonstrators angry
about an extradition Bill.

EU: N-deal parties won’t trigger dispute
mechanism against Iran, prefer diplomacy

JOHNIRISH &
DAPHNE PSALEDAKIS
BRUSSELS, JULY 15

THE REMAINING parties to the
Iran nuclear deal do not see
Tehran's breaches as significant
and do not intend for now to trig-
ger the pact's dispute mecha-
nism, preferring more diplomacy
to ease the crisis, the EU foreign
policy chief said on Monday.
She spoke at the end of an
European Union foreign minis-
ters meeting after Britain said
there was only a “small window”
of time to salvage the deal, while
Iran warned it would ramp up
uranium enrichment if the EU
failed to do more to that end.
US-Iranian tensions have es-
calated since US President
Donald Trump decided last year
to abandon the nuclear deal un-
der which Iran agreed to curtail
its atomic programme in return
for relief from economic sanc-
tions crippling its economy.
The EU ministers drew no
conclusions on what action
should nextbe taken to head offa

British Foreign Minister Jeremy Hunt at an EU foreign
ministers’ meeting in Brussels. Reuters

feared US-Iranian conflict. Butby
suggesting that Iran’s non-com-
pliance was not significant, it
could anger the United States,
which last week warned it would
intensify sanctions on Iran over
itsbreaches, and itdid promptan
immediate outcry from Israel,
Iran’s regional arch-enemy.

“For the time being, none of
the parties to the agreement has
signalled their intention to in-
voke this article,” EU foreign pol-
icy chief Federica Mogherini told

30 YEARS AGO, THE MOLDOVAN VILLAGE OF DOBRUSA HAD 200 INHABITANTS

Then there was one: 3 lived in this village until 2 were murdered

PATRICKKINGSLEY
DOBRUSA, JULY 15

THIRTY YEARS ago, the village of
Dobrusa had about 200 resi-
dents. At the start of this year, it
had just three.

Then two were murdered.

And now there is just one:
Grisa Muntean, a short, musta-
chioed farmer often found in a
flat-cap, a checked shirt and a
ripped pair of blue trousers held
up by a drawstring.

For company, Muntean has his
two cats, five dogs, nine turkeys,
15 geese, 42 chickens, about 50 pi-

Grisa Muntean is the only resident of Dobrusa. NYT

geons, 120 ducks and several
thousand bees. The other humans

have either died, left for larger
towns and cities in Moldova, or

emigrated to Russia or other parts
of Europe. “The loneliness kills
you,” Muntean, 65, said on a re-
cent afternoon.

His former neighbours’
houses are vanishing almost as
fast as their owners. The build-
ings are sinking below a canopy
of walnut groves and apple trees.

Dobrusa was once a village of
50 houses that lined two parallel
streets. Like many settlements
across Moldova, itemptied out af-
ter the fall of the Soviet Union.

Now, only a few corrugated
iron roofs can still be seen in
Dobrusa, poking above the under-
growth. They are visible from the

dirt track that connects the village
to the nearest tarmac road.

Even the village graveyard, set
on the other side of the valley, is
slowly receding into an under-
growth of nettles and brambles,
grass flowers and cow parsley.

Plants like these are the clos-
est Muntean has to neighbours.

“Whenlwork,Ispeak with the
trees,” he said. “With the birds,
with the animals, with my tools.
There is no one else to talk to.”

Until February, Muntean re-
lied on the company of Gena and
Lida Lozynsky, a couple in their
early 40s who lived at the other
end of the village.

a news conference in Brussels,
referring to a mechanism to pun-
ish non-compliance.

IAEA inspectors last week
confirmed Iranis now enriching
uranium to 4.5 per cent fissile
purity, above the 3.67 per cent
limit set by its deal, the second
breach in as many weeks after
Tehran exceeded limits on its
stock of low enriched uranium.

The level at which Iran is now
refining uranium is still well be-
low the 20 per cent purity of en-

The trio spoke, at least by
phone, on a near-daily basis.

But one Sunday in February,
the Lozynskys stopped answering
Muntean’s calls. He heard nothing
from them on that Monday. When
they failed to call him back on that
Tuesday, he assumed he had done
something to annoy them.

On the Wednesday, after a
tipoff, the mayor of the surround-
ing areq, Grigore Munteanu, vis-
ited the Lozynskys’ home. In their
garden, the mayor found the cou-
ple’s cow, its udders unmilked in
days. Inside the cottage, he found
their half-naked corpses, cold and
bloodstained, lying on the

A glimmer of hope
for2015 deal

WITH THE European signa-
tories to the 2015 nuclear
deal deciding thatIran’s
breaches aren’t very signifi-
cant, the pact, which seemed
nearly dead, has received a
lifeline. By not taking action
against Iran, the Europeans
hope to either come up with
amechanism to bypass US
sanctions and give Tehran
the economic incentives it
was promised, or to convince
Washington to drop some
sanctions and open talks.

richment Iran reached before the
deal, and the 90 per cent needed
toyield bomb-grade nuclear fuel.
Low-enriched uranium provides
fuel for power plants. REUTERS

wooden floor.

An investigation found that
the couple had been bludgeoned
to death by a drunken labourer.

Six months on, their home is
almost as they left it, with clothes
on the floor and a box of pow-
dered milk in the front window.

Now, Muntean is the last sur-
vivorof avillage first settled in the
19th century, when the area was
part of the Russian Empire.
According tolocal folklore, its first
residents were Ukrainians who
hoped toreach the US (but missed
their boat), and Moldovans who
had fallen out with a landowner
inanother area. NYT

Carrie Lam
thanked
police for
‘maintaining
social order’

Hong Kong has beenrocked by
large and sometimes violent street
protests over the past month
against the extradition Bill, which
many residents see as a threat to
their freedoms, plunging the for-
mer British colony into its biggest
political crisis since it was handed
back to Chinain 1997. REUTERS

Nepal appeals to
aid agencies for
help as toll in
floods rises to 67

SHIRISH BPRADHAN
KATHMANDU, JULY 15

FLOOD-HIT NEPAL has appealed
to international agencies for
help to prevent possible water-
borne diseases and to ensure
proper health services to the
tens of thousand of people af-
fected by the incessant rain that
has claimed at least 67 lives, ac-
cording to media reports.

Nepal has been hit by heavy
rainfall since Thursday. More
than 25 districts and 10,385
households have been affected.

Thirty two people are re-
ported to be missing in the rain-
related incidents that have
thrown normal life out of gear
in central and eastern parts of
the country.

Many parts of Kathmandu,
including Kalanki, Kupondole,
Kuleshwor and Balkhu were
submerged under water on
Friday.

Police said they have rescued
1,445 stranded people from dif-
ferent parts of the country, in-
cluding Kathmandu, Lalitpur,
Dhading, Rautahat, Chitawan
and Siraha.

An emergency meeting was
called on Sunday to take stock of
the damage caused by the rains.
Representatives of the World
Health Organisation Nepal
Office, the United Nations
Children’s Fund, the UN
Population Fund and other
agencies were at the meeting,
The Kathmandu Post reported.

The Health Emergency
Operation Centre, set up by the
Ministry of Health and
Population, has asked interna-
tional partner agencies to help
and mobilise their mechanisms
in the districts hit by flood and
landslide.

During the meeting at the
health ministry, the centre told
representatives of the agencies
about the possible risk of
disease outbreaks in the
districts. PTI
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Compliance of FDI
norms: RBI to unveil
report submission
mechanism soon

Guidelines announced by Industry
Department in December last year

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

AS THE deadline for e-com-
merce marketplaces to sub-
mit their reports proving
compliance with the latest
FDI guidelines approaches,
the Reserve Bank of India
is soon expected to come
up with a mechanism
for submission of such
reports in line with the
norms announced by the
Industry Department in
December last year, a senior
government official said.

According to the FDI
norms announced in the
Press Note 2 of 2018 by the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT), e-commerce
marketplace entities are re-
quired to furnish a certificate
along with areport of statu-
tory auditor to the RBI, con-
firming compliance of the
guidelines by September 30
every year for the preceding
financial year.

The norms kicked into
effect February 1 onwards,
after a slew of representa-
tions by the industry for a
delay in implementation.
This would mean that by
September 30 this year, the
country’s foreign funded e-
commerce firms like
Amazon India, Walmart-
owned Flipkart, Snapdeal
will need to submit reports
showing compliance with
the norms for two months of
February and March 2019.

An e-mail query sent to
the RBI did not elicit any re-
sponse.

The new rules prohibited
group companies of a partic-
ular platform or controlled
sellers from selling on that
platform. The circular issued
by the DPIIT said: “An entity
having equity participation
by e-commerce market-
place entity or its group
companies, or having con-
trol on its inventory by e-

Move key to
ensure that
firms comply
withrules

SUBMISSION OF
compliance reports
was pegged to be
key in implementa-
tion of the new for-
eign direct invest-
ment (FDI) policy
for e-commerce
marketplaces. Small
online sellers and
traditional retailers
had alleged circum-
vention of the prior
rules by e-com-
merce companies
through which they
operated the inven-
tory-led model in an
indirect manner.

commerce marketplace en-
tity or its group companies,
will not be permitted to
sell its products on the plat-
form run by such market-
place entity”.

Currently, India allows
100 per cent foreign direct
investment (FDI) in e-com-
merce but has disallowed
inventory model for the
same.

The department had ex-
plained the need for an in-
tervention by saying that the
government continued to
receive complaints that cer-
tain marketplace platforms
were violating the existing
FDI norms by influencing
the price of products and in-
directly engaging in an in-
ventory-based model.
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‘Ability toraise funds substantially
impaired’, DHFL shares drop 29%

Expect to ‘restart business in August 2019, company says in statement on Monday

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 15

SHARES OF Dewan Housing
Finance Corporation (DHFL) on
Monday plunged 29.15 per cent to
Rs48.50 on the BSE after the com-
pany on Saturday, in a stock ex-
change filing, said business has
been “brought to a standstill” and
raised “significant doubt on the
ability of the company to continue
asagoing concern”.

With Monday’s fall, DHFL stock
had plummeted around 96 per
cent from the 52-week level of Rs
690, leading to significant losses
for the investors. The company, in
a statement issued on Monday,
said it expects to “restart business
inAugust2019”. The company had
onSaturday said there’s “minimal
or virtually no disbursements”.
DHFL, which owes around Rs 1
lakh crore to banks and investors,
said “it is undergoing substantial
financial stress since second half
of the current financial year.”

“The company’s ability toraise
funds has been substantially im-
paired and the business has been
brought to a standstill with there
being minimal/virtually no dis-
bursements,” it said in the stock
exchange filing. “These develop-
ments may raise a significant
doubt on the ability of the com-

‘FINANCIALS ... HAVE BEEN QUITE STRAINED®

W With Monday’s fall, DHFL
stock had plummeted
around 96 per cent from the
52-weeklevel of Rs 690,
leading to significant losses
for the investors

pany to continue as a going con-
cern,” DHFL said.

Kapil Wadhawan, chairman &
managing director, DHFL, said on
Monday, “The joint lender forum
has also taken into account the
need for recommencement of
business by DHFLand commence
originating new home loans.
Banks would enable the infusion
of necessary liquidity into the sys-
tem. It is expected that DHFL will
be able to restart its business in
August 2019 and scaleitupinthe
months ahead.” “Since the last 9
months ... we have met all our fi-
nancial obligations and are look-
ing toreturn to business normalcy
at the earliest. Since September
2018, DHFLhas managed to make
repayments of over Rs 41,800
crore primarily through securiti-
zation of assets and repayment
collections,” he said,

Inthe backdrop of a significant
slowdown in disbursement and
loan growth post September 2018,

M In the backdrop of a
significant slowdownin
disbursement and loan
growth post September
2018, financials of the firm
have been quite strained

the financials of the company
have been quite strained for the
quarterimpacting the overall per-
formance of the year, DHFL said.
The operating profit was Rs 372
crore for the quarterand Rs 2,378
crore for the whole year. However,
due to the additional provisioning
of Rs 3,280 crore (including net
loss on fair value), the company
reported a net loss of Rs 2,223
crore for the quarter and netloss of
Rs 1,036 crore for the whole year.

“DHFLhas had a strong history
and standing with more than 30
banks in the country — whether
itisin terms of term-loan borrow-
ings or selling loans to them,
which has been much appreci-
ated by the participants since the
quality of assets has been of high
order,” Wadhawan said.

“The company is in an ad-
vanced stage of submittingits res-
olution process under the inter-
creditor agreement as entered
into by banks. As already an-

nounced, the inter-creditor agree-
ment will examine and firm up
the terms of the resolution
process by July 25,2019 and make
it operational before September
25,2019,” he said.

He said the process of identi-
fying a strategic investor is also
nearing completion which will
bring in an equity investor into
DHEFL to bolster its capital base.
The board will be reconvening in
the next two weeks to look
through the potential proposals
and will decide accordingly on the
way forward. “We are closely
working with the stakeholders
[creditors to ensure that thereisa
comprehensive resolution, with-
out any haircut to the lenders, as
has been speculated by few sec-
tions of the media,” he said.

DHFL said “itaims to continue
to protect all stakeholders, credi-
tors & investors — big or small.”
“With a prime focus on the lower
and middle-income segments in
tier-II and tier-1ll markets, DHFL
hasbeenone of the largest contrib-
utor to the government’s PMAY-
CLSS Scheme financing more than
100,000 units over the last three
years. We are very enthusiastic
about starting our business oper-
ations soon so that we can con-
tinue to contribute to the success
of the ... national ‘Housing for All
by 2022’ mission,” DHFL said.

‘Business sentiment in India at lowest level in 3 years’

As companies were worried over a slowing economy, government policies and water shortage, business
sentiment in India fell to its lowest level since June 2016, according to IHS Markit India Business Outlook

SENTIMENT
RESTRICTEDBY:
M Water shortages
M Public policies
M Weak sales

M Potential rupee
depreciation

B Lack of skilled
labour

M Likely tax hikes
M Financial difficulties

M Rising demand for
discounts

JUNE 12-26: Period of latest

survey, which is produced on

atri-annual basis, with data
collected in February, June
and October

FACTORS UNDERPINNING OPTIMISM TOWARDS OUTPUT

M Pro-business government
policies
M Better financial flow

M Expected pick-upindemand

M Capacity expansion by
companies

159%0: Net balance of
private sector companies
foreseeing output growth in
the year ahead for June 2019

M Down from February 2019
figures of 18 per cent

M Matches figures of June
2016, and October 2009
when aggregate figures
became available

"12,000: Number of

manufacturers and service
providers that were
questioned on their
thoughts on future business
conditions as part of survey

Firms plan to expand capacities by taking on additional workers, though
sentiment for all measures of expenditure are anaemic
POLLYANNA DE LIMA, PRINCIPAL ECONOMIST, IHS MARKIT
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June exports slip 9.7%
on fall in petroleum
products, rice, gems &
jewellery shipments
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ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

MERCHANDISE EXPORTS slipped
9.71 per cent year-on-yearinJune
to $25.01 billion, owing to a drop
in shipments of petroleum prod-
ucts, rice, engineering products
and gems and jewellery. In June
2018, the country exported goods
worth $27.70 billion.

Despite this, goods trade
deficit narrowed nearly eight per
cent to $15.28 billion from $16.60
billion during the corresponding
period last year, according to data
released by the Commerce
Ministry on Monday. Imports,
too, shrankin June by 9.1 per cent
YoY to $40.29 billion from $44.30
billion in June 2018. While, ex-
ports of petroleum products
dropped nearly 33 per cent to
$2,732.35 million from $4,068.99
million in June 2018, shipment of
engineering goods, now worth
over $6,564 million, witnessed a
decline of 2.65 per cent from over
$6,743 million. Exports of gems
and jewellery dropped nearly 11
per cent toaround $3,133 million
from around $3,507 million in
June 2018.

Rice exports dropped 28.05
per cent, cotton yarn, fabrics and
made-ups by 19.73 per cent,
readymade garments by 9.18 per
cent and organic and inorganic
chemicals by 8.17 per cent.

At the same time, exports of
iron ore increased over 150 per
cent to $217.25 million from
$85.25 million in June 2018. The
value of electronic goods exported
also increased nearly 44 per cent
to $932.04 million from $648.22
million in the same period.

Drugs and pharmaceuticals
exportsalsoincreased over 16 per
cent to $1,836.50 million from
$1,580.83 million.

“The above declinein
exportsinJune
2019isdueinlarge part
to abase effect of an
extraordinarily good
monthinJune 2018 ...”

MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
& INDUSTRY

India is estimated to have
clocked in overall merchandise
and services exports worth $44.46
billion last month, a 0.27 per cent
decline over June 2018. The cumu-
lative value of overall goods and
services exports during April to
June 2019 grew 3.14 per centtoan
estimated $137.26 billion.

According to the government,
the decline in exports is due “in
large part” to a base effect arising
from the country experiencing an
“extraordinarily good month” in
June 2018. “While the average ex-
ports in the month of June have
been $ 22-23 billion since 2015-
16, the exports in June 2018 were
relatively quite high at $27.70 bil-
lion,” itsaid in arelease. “The neg-
ative growth in June 2019 is also
consistent with certain global
trends, which have impacted
India’s exportsinrecent months,”
itadded.

The World Bank in its Global
Economic Prospects (June 2019)
has projected weakening of global
tradein 2019, forecasting a growth
of 2.6 per cent-a full percentage
point below their previous fore-
cast, according to the ministry.
According to Federation of Indian
Export Organisations (FIEO) pres-
ident Sharad Kumar Saraf, such a
de-growth is a reflection of slug-
gish global demand and rising tar-
iff wars between countries like the
US and China. Softening of crude
and steel prices also pulled down
exports, according to him.

‘Off-duty officials barred from travelling in cockpit’ Deploy ‘aircraft recovery kits’: DGCA to 6 airports

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

THE DIRECTORATE General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) barred off-
duty airline officials, including pi-
lots and aircraft maintenance en-
gineers (AMESs), from travellingin
the cockpit “even when they are
onleave or have not beenassigned
any duty whatsoever”.

It stated that this practiceisin
violation of Aeronautical
Information Circular (AIC) of 1997
and also “provides cover to offi-
cials who are authorised to travel
in cockpit while on leave or off-
duty and detected BA (breath-
analyser) positive”.

DGCA move comes after an Air India pilot, scheduled
to travel in cockpit, failed alcohol test on Saturday

The move comes in the wake
of an Air India pilot testing BA pos-
itive ahead of a flight from Delhi
to Bengaluru on Saturday in
which he was scheduled to travel
in the cockpit as an additional
crew member. The said pilot had
tested BA positive back in 2015,
too, and in view of this, the regu-
lator has told the national airline
that it should “initiate appropri-
ate administrative action against
himincluding that of termination
from service for violation of pro-
visions of company operations

manual”. In the order prohibiting
off-duty officials from travelling
in the cockpit, the aviation safety
regulator pointed out that Part-A
of the Operations Manual of air-
lines permit travel of officials in
cockpit even when they are on
leave or have not been assigned
any duty. However, this practiceis
inviolation of the aeronautical in-
formation circular.

In its order, the DGCA has
asked the airlines to amend their
operations manual to comply
with the AIC, and submit their

GDP CooLs T0o 6.2% YOY, FrRoMm Q4’s 6.4%

China Q2 growth slows to 27-year low as trade war bites, more stimulus likely

REUTERS
BEIJING, JULY 15

CHINA'S ECONOMIC growth
slowed to 6.2 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter, its weakest paceinat
least 27 years,asdemand at home
and abroad faltered in the face of
mounting US trade pressure.
While more upbeat June fac-
tory output and retail sales offered
signs of improvement, some an-
alysts cautioned the gains may not
be sustainable,and expect Beijing
will continue to roll out more sup-
port measures in coming months.
China’s trading partners and
financial markets are closely
watching the health of the world’s
second-largest economy as the

Sino-US trade war gets longer and
costlier, fuelling worries of a global
recession. Monday’s growth data
marked a loss of momentum for
the economy from the first quar-
ter’s 6.4 per cent,adding to expec-
tations that Beijing needs to do
more to boost consumption and
investment and restore business
confidence. The April-June pace,
inline with analysts’ expectations,
was the slowest since the first
quarter of 1992, the earliest quar-
terly data on record.

“China’s growth could slow to
6 percentto6.1 per centin the sec-
ond half,” said Nie Wen, an econo-
mistat Hwabao Trust. Thatwould
test the lower end of Beijing’s 2019
target range of 6-6.5 per cent.
Cutting banks’ reserve require-

ment ratios (RRR) “is still very
likely as the authorities want to
support the real economy in the
long run,” he said, predicting the
economy would continue to slow
before stabilising around mid-
2020. China has already slashed
RRR six times since early 2018 to
free up more funds for lending.
Beijing hasleaned largely on fiscal
stimulus to underpin growth this
year,announcing massive tax cuts
worthnearly 2 trillion yuan ($291
billion) and a quota of 2.15 trillion
yuan for special bond issuance by
local governments aimed at boost-
ing infrastructure construction.
The economy has been slow
torespond, however,and business
sentiment remains cautious.
Trade pressures have intensi-

amended manuals to the regula-
tor for its approval.

Meanwhile, the DGCA hasalso
suspended for six months the fly-
ing licence of another Air India pi-
lot for being involved in a “heated
argument” and “physical alterca-
tion” with a cabin crew member
intheaircraft before it wasabout to
take off. The incident took place on
June 17 when the flight was to take
off from Bengaluru to Kolkata.
Upon probe, the regulator sent a
show-cause notice to the pilot
with a 15-day time period to re-
spond. However, the pilot’s re-
sponse was not found to be satis-
factory by the regulator and that
led to the suspension of his flying
rights, a government official said.

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JULY 15

IN THE wake of over three days
of runway closure at Mumbai
airport — one of India’s busiest
— due to an excursion incident
earlier this month, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) Monday di-
rected six major airports of the
country to procure and deploy
the “disabled aircraft recovery
kit” by March next year.
Earlier this month, a
Spicejet aircraft veered off the
Mumbai airport’s runway upon
landing and got stuck in the
grass area, forcing officials to

A construction site in Huaian. Growth in China’s new home
prices cooled in June as sales shrank for a 2nd month. Average
home prices in 70 cities grew 0.6% in June from a month earlier,
easing from a 0.7% in May, according to Reuters calculations
based on National Bureau of Statistics data. Reuters file photo

Earlier this month, a Spice]et aircraft veered off the
Mumbai airport’s runway upon landing and got
stuck in the grass area, forcing officials to keep the
runway closed for three days

keep the runway closed for
three days. The recovery kit is
deployed to extract and remove
any aircraft that is unable to
move using its own power or
through a tow tractor.

“It is hereby directed to pro-
cure the disabled aircraft recov-
ery kit and position it at
Kolkata, Chennai, Guwahati,
Mumbai, Delhi and Bengaluru
airports by the airport opera-

fied since Washington sharply
raised tariffs on Chinese goods in
May. While the two sides have
since agreed to resume trade talks
and hold off on further punitive
action, they remain at odds over
significant issues needed for an
agreement. Despite the trade dis-
pute, net exports accounted for a
striking 20.7 per cent of the first-
half GDP growth, as Chinese ex-
porters had rushed to sell ahead
of higher US tariffs and imports
had weakened more sharply
amid sagging domestic demand.

For June, both exports and im-
ports fell, and an official survey
showed factories were shedding
jobs at the fastest pace since the
global crisis a decade ago..

“Due to the global slowdown

tors concerned by March 31,
2020,” the DGCA noted in an
order addressed to the CEOs of
Mumbai airport, Delhi airport
and Bengaluru airport, and
Chairman of Airports Authority
of India.

The regulator said during
the recent landing incident in
Mumbai, recovery of the air-
craft took more than three days,
resulting in closure of the main

and impact from the trade war,
our exports will continue to fall
and it’s possible they may post
zero growth for the year,” said Zhu
Baoliang, chief economist at the
State Information Centre, a top
government think-tank.

A string of downbeat data in
recentmonths and the sudden es-
calation in trade row had sparked
questions over whether more
forceful easing may be needed to
get the economy back on steadier
footing, including some formofin-
terestrate cuts. Premier LiKeqgiang
said this month that China will
make timely use of cuts in banks’
reserve ratios and other financing
tools to support smaller firms,
while repeating a vow not to use
“flood-like” stimulus.

runway. This led to cancellation
and diversion of several flights,
it said.

At Mumbai, Air India had
deployed its “disabled aircraft
recovery Kkit” to extract and re-
move the stuck Spicejet plane.
“There is only one old recovery
kit available with Air India” and
it “is not adequate for the large
number of airports and type of
aircraft operating in India”, the
regulator said.

On July 9, the DGCA held a
meeting where it was “decided
and agreed upon that major
airports in India should
have disabled aircraft recovery
kit to meet the exigencies at
airports”.

‘Slowing China
GDP pressuring
it on trade’

Washington: United States
President Donald Trump on
Monday seized on slowing
economic growth in China
as evidence that United
States tariffs were having “a
major effect”.

“This is why China
wants to make a deal with
the US, and wishes it had
not broken the original deal
in the first place,” Trump
tweeted. REUTERS
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WPI inflation slows to
two-year low on price
fall in fuel and power,

manufactured items

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

THE WHOLESALE price index
(WPI)-based inflation, slowed to
a little over two per cent in June
2019 — atwo-year low, according
todata shared by the government.
This comes even as retail inflation,
calculated on the basis of con-
sumer price index (CPI), continu-
ingto creep higher to 3.18 per cent.

The annual rate of inflation,
based on monthly WP, stood at
2.02 per centinJune compared to
2.45 per cent in May, as per provi-
sional datareleased by Commerce
Ministry Monday. WPI inflation
was 2.76 per centinJanuary 2019,
while it was more than double —
5.68 per cent — in June 2018.

The decline comes on the back
of reduced inflation in prices of
manufactured products, account-
ing for 64.23 per cent of the index,
as well as a drop in prices of fuel
and power sources, accounting for
13.15 per cent of the index.
Continued decline in the index of
potatoes and prices of goods like
crude petroleum have also con-
tributed to the lower rate of infla-

tion of the overall index. The WPI
inflation for April hasalsobeenre-
vised to 3.24 per cent from the
provisional 3.07 per cent reported
by Commerce Ministry in May.

“The sustained decline in the
wholesale inflation can partly be
ascribed to the high base effect
along with persistent moderation
in fuel and power (that slipped
into deflation in June’19) and
manufactured products, which
fell toa 34 monthlow levels,” rat-
ings agency CARE Ratings saidina
release analysing the latest data.

However, it expects wholesale
inflation to “move upwards” inthe
coming months. “In the upcom-
ing months, the subdued pricesin
fuel and power and manufactur-
ing could aid inloweringinflation-
ary pressures on the wholesale
levels. However, the upside could
come from uncertain monsoon
exerting pressure on the food
prices,” the agency said.

“The hike in cess on petrol and
diesel by the central government
might also put upward pressure
on the fuel prices domestically
though the lower crude oil prices
in the global markets could keep
the inflation in check,” CARE said.
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PROBE INTO ENERGY DEALS MADE BY PREVIOUS ANDHRA PRADESH GOVERNMENT

Report to AP Cabinet panel: TDP govt ‘procured
about 23% very high cost renewable power’

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, JULY 15

THE PREVIOUS Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) government in
Andhra Pradesh purchased re-
newable energy at very high costs
and unnecessary payments of
back down fixed costs to accom-
modate the high cost renewable
power were made causing the
loss of hundreds of crores to the
state, according to a report sub-
mitted to the Cabinet sub-com-
mittee probing energy deals made
by the TDP government.
Areport prepared for the pe-
rusal of the Cabinet sub-commit-
tee — constituted by the YSR
Congress government in the state
to probe power purchase agree-
ments (PPAs)awarded during the
TDP regime — states that under
the garb of renewable power pur-
chase obligations (RPPO) of 5 per
cent, the TDP government pro-
cured about 23 per centvery high
cost renewable power. The state
incurred loss due to these high
cost purchases beyond RPPO.
“Wind energy in excess of
RPPO was purchased at Rs 4.84
per unit. For this purpose, the ther-

SBI fined X7 cr for non-compliance
with multiple Reserve Bank norms
<10 lakh penalty on Union Bank

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 15

THE RESERVE Bank of India (RBI)
has imposed a penalty of Rs 7
crore on State Bank of India for
non-compliance with the direc-
tions of the central bank.

According to the RBI, the
penalty was for non-compliance
onIncome Recognition and Asset
(Classification (IRAC) norms, code
of conduct for opening and oper-
ating current accounts and report-
ing of data on Central Repository
of Information on Large Credits
(CRILC) and fraud risk manage-
ment and classification and re-
porting of frauds.

“This action is based on defi-
ciencies inregulatory compliance
and is not intended to pronounce
upon the validity of any transac-
tion or agreement entered into by

No. BDA/EE/HPD-1/TEN/T-72/2019-20

Mumbai: The RBl on Monday
said it has imposed a penalty
of Rs 10lakh on Union Bank of
India for non-compliance
with the directions on cyber
security framework. The
penalty was imposed on July
9,2019, as per an RBI release.

the bank with its customers,” the
RBI said.

“The statutory inspection of
the bank with reference to its fi-
nancial position as on March 31,
2017 revealed non-compliance
withdirectionsissued by the RBI,”
itadded.

Based on theinspectionreport
and other relevant documents, a
notice was issued to the bank ad-
vising it to show cause as to why

Date: 12.07.2019

(Through GoK e-Procurement platform https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in)
Bangalore Development Authority invites tender for the following work:
Name of the work: Marketing of flats of housing project,
monitoring and collection of Sale proceeds from the allottees.
Approx. value of the flats to be sold: Rs.560 crore.

Tender document can be downloaded from the e-Procurement
website https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in Bids shall be submitted
online through e-Procurement platform. For any enquiries, please
contact: Executive Engineer, Housing Project Division-1, Bengaluru,

Mob. No. 7349277556.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Housing Project Division-1, BDA, Bengaluru

Office of CEO

Zila Parishad Chittorgarh
E-Mail pd-chi-rj@nic.in
Ph. 01472-241265, 243408

No./ZP/Aawas/2019-20/ 65

Dated: 10-07-2019

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
Zila Parishad Chittorgarh invites Expression of interest (EOI) from the
eligible CSDCI/DGT enlisted agencies/organizations/Institutions for
conducting onsite training of 435 numbers of Rural Mason for the
construction of houses under PRADHAN MANTRI AWAAS YOJNA-

GRAMIN in district Chittorgarh.

CSDCI/DGT enlisted agencies/ organizations/institutions fulfilling the
eligibility criteria can access and download. the complete EOl document
from the institute's website: www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in . For any query
please Contact store section of Zila Parishad Chittorgarh during office hours

(RFP: ZCH1920RFPO00)

THE MAJOR EVENTS UNDER SUBMISSION OF THE EOI PROCESS

ARE:

SR. KEY EVENTS
No.

IMPORTANT DATES

1 Name of work Selection of T.Ps for providing training

to Rural Masson Under PMAY-G

2 FOI Bid Value Rs. 60.291 Lacs
Publishing Date 10-07-2019

4 Documents Download / Sale 10-07-2019
Start Date

5 Bid Submission Start Date

w

10-07-2019

6 Bid Submission Closing Date 25-07-2019 at 13:00 hr

& Time

7 Technical Bid Opening Date 25-07-2019 at 16:00 hr

& Time
8 Award of contract

DIPR/C/5583/2019

To be intimated accordingly

Sd/-
Chief Executive Officer
Zila Parishad Chittorgarh

“This action (imposition of
penalty)is based on deficien-
ciesinregulatory compliance
and is not intended to pro-
nounce upon the validity of
any transaction or agreement
entered into by the bank with
its customers,” it added. PTI

penalty should notbe imposed on
itfor non-compliance with direc-
tions issued by the RBI, the bank-
ing regulator said.

After considering the bank’s
reply and oral submissions made
in the personal hearing, the RBI
came to the conclusion that the
charges of non-compliance with
the RBI directions were substan-
tiated and warranted imposition
of monetary penalty, it said.

‘HIGH COST PURCHASES BEYOND RPPO’

M According to the reporton
the power purchase
agreements (PPAs) awarded
during the TDP government,
“the state incurred loss due
to these high cost purchases
beyond RPPO (renewable
power purchase
obligations)”

mal energy whichisreadily avail-
able at Rs 4.2 per kWh (fixed cost
of Rs 1.1/kWh plus variable cost of
Rs 3.1/kWh) was backed down.
We had to pay this fixed cost of
about Rs 1.1/kWh irrespective of
whether we consumed the power
or not. Thus, the effective cost of
wind power thatis purchased be-
came Rs 5.94/kWh (Rs 4.84/kWh
plusRs 1.1/kWh). There is no way
all this could have happened
without the then leadership be-
ing aware of these irregularities,”
the report states.

As per the report, power avail-
able through thermal power sta-
tionsatRs4.2/kWhwas procured
at Rs 5.94/kWh to facilitate wind
power producers by paying Rs

Anxious about
BPSL ‘fraud’
reports: JSW
tells NCLT

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 15

JSW STEEL on Monday told the
National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) that the company is not
backing out from the ongoing res-
olution process of BPSL despite re-
ports of alleged fraud by its former
promoters. During the proceed-
ings in NCLT, counsel appearing
for JSW Steel informed the tribu-
nal that it was anxious about the
alleged fraud reports and needs to
know what is going inside
Bhushan Power & Steel Ltd (BPSL).

A two member NCLT bench
headed by president Justice M M
Kumar asked the BPSL resolution
professional to hand over a copy
of the forensic report to JSW Steel.

M It said that during the TDP
regime, “the state made
purchases beyond RPPO
knowing very well that they
are going to cause losses of
aboutRs 1,500 crore per year
for the last three years which
will continue for the next 22
years of the PPA period”

1.74/kWh extra. Similarly, solar
energy was purchased in excess
of RPPO at costs up to Rs
6.99/kWh. The effective cost of
this solar power after adding Rs
1.1/kWh back down fixed cost of
available thermal plants is up to
Rs 8.09 [kWh, the report adds.
“The state made purchases be-
yond RPPO knowing very well
that they are going to cause losses
of aboutRs 1,500 crore per year for
the last three years which will
continue for the next 22 years of
the PPA period. The backing down
of thermal plants for all the pur-
chases beyond RPPO led to waste-
ful payment of back down fixed
costs of Rs 1,000 per year. It is sig-
nificant to note that low prices

have been prevailing in the coun-
try,” it notes.

According to the report, wind
energy is available at prices be-
tween Rs 2/kWh and Rs 3/kWh,
which is evident from the Solar
Energy Corporation of India (SECT)
bid of Rs 2.43/kWhin Gujarat.

“The TDP government's argu-
ment that different states have dif-
ferent plantload factorsis not cor-
rect, especially in wind energy.
Power which was available at a
cost of Rs 3.53/kWh is purchased
at Rs 5.94/kWh paying an excess
of Rs 2.41/kWh. Similarly, solar en-
ergy has been available at prices
betweenRs 2/kWhandRs 3/kWh
as per SECI bid of Rs 2.44/kWh in
Rajasthan. Today, 750 MW of solar
energy is offered by SECI in AP at
Rs 2.78/kWh. Solar power which
was available at an effective cost
of Rs 3.54/kWhis purchased atRs
8.09/kWh paying an excess of Rs
4.21/kWh. Surprisingly, 70 per
cent of this power is coming from
5producersonly,” the reportsays.

“Of the 221 PPAs in wind en-
ergy, more than Rs 40,000 crore
worth of PPAs signed after 2014
benefitted only five players.
Wrrong calculations were filed be-
fore APERC leading to fixing of

high costs and wind and solar
projects were sanctioned indis-
criminately knowing very well
that RPPO was surpassed and
without assessing financial impli-
cations,” it further states.
Thereportadded that the pre-
vious government also purchased
power at high cost from Spectrum
Power Generation Ltd and Lanco,
even though their PPAs expired in
2016. “The previous government
did not state the facts to Gol seek-
ing reallocation of gas to GMR
which had a long term PPA up to
2029 atalower price. Instead they
entered into short term PPA at
higher rate with Lanco and
Spectrum after PPAs lapsed caus-
ing croresloss,” the report reveals.
The Expert Committee on
power is also taking the views of
the renewable energy sellers
“fairly and transparently”, with a
note saying it “will look into these
seriousirregularities and our gov-
ernment will examine the crimi-
nal angle and appropriate legal ac-
tion would be taken.”
Meanwhile, Kala Venkat Rao,
who was the energy minister in
the TDP regime, said all decisions
were taken as per central govern-
ment rules and regulations.

Three IL&FS entities, with 5,000 cr
debt, ink pact with secured lenders

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 15

AS PART of its ongoing resolution
process, the debt-ridden
Infrastructure Leasing & Financial
Services (IL&FS) signed binding
term-sheets with secured lenders
of three entities — Moradabad
Bareilly Expressway, Jharkhand
Road Projects and West Gujarat
Expressway.

These three entities have a cu-
mulative debt of around Rs 5,000
crore towards Bank of Barodaand
L&T Infrastructure Finance
Company,among others.

Last week, senior advocate
Ramji Srinivas, appearing on be-
half of IL&FS, informed the
National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) that repayment
tolenders will commence shortly.

Itwas earlier reported that the

Bilateral trade:
India, UK set
up three new
working groups

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
LONDON, JULY'15

INDIA AND the UK on Monday
agreed to set up three new bilat-
eral working groups to tackle bar-
riers to trade in specific sectors of
food and drink, healthcare and
data services as part of the Joint
Economic and Trade Committee
(JETCO) meeting in London.

The three new business-led
working groups will be run by the
UKIndia Business Council (UKIBC)
alongside the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) and
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI).

Meanwhile, interacting with
Indiandiaspora here Sunday night,
Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said India is open to
ideas from all sides to strengthen
investors’ confidence so that they
can invest and participate in the
country’s development.

“These three entities
(Moradabad Bareilly
Expressway, Jharkhand
Road Projects and West
Gujarat Expressway)
have now been moved
from Amber to Green,

as per the NCLAT order
July 12,”

IL&FS SPOKESPERSON

IL&FS board was in talks with
lenders to restructure the debt of
five entities, including the ones
mentioned above.

The revised agreement in-
cludes certain concessions given
by debtors, including release of
cash flow from existing accounts
to service financial and opera-
tional creditors, reductionindebt
service coverage ratio require-

ment, revision in the interest rate
charged to these companies and
allowing the use of surplus cash.

The proposal also gives pref-
erence to secured lenders over un-
secured ones in the event of a
shortfall. “These three entities
have now been moved from
Amber to Green, as per the NCLAT
order July 12,” the company
spokesperson said. “This will help
the board inits stated objective of
asset monetisation.”

Major secured lenders in
Moradabad Bareilly Expressway
include — India Infra Debt, L&T
Infrastructure Finance Company,
L&T Finance, L&T Infra Debt Fund,
Bank of Baroda and Bank of India
—withdebt tothe tune of Rs 1,567
crore. Jharkhand Road Project has
an aggregate debt of around Rs
1,545 crore while West Gujarat
Expressway has a total debt of
about Rs 129 crore. FE

US court favours DRL
in Suboxone patent case

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
HYDERABAD, JULY 15

THE US Federal Circuit Court of
Appeals in Washington has up-
held lower court rulings that Dr
Reddy’s Laboratories (DRL) did
notinfringe two patents of British
drug maker Indivior related to
Suboxone. The Suboxone film is
applied below a patient’s tongue,
where it dissolves to release two
active ingredients, buprenorphine
and naloxone.

Indivior had appealed against
a US court order to stop DRL and
Alvogen from selling generic ver-
sions of its anti-opioid addiction
drug Suboxone film that infringed
its patents. DrReddy’s had booked
sales of around $10-$15 million,
days after its launch, before it was
stayed by the US court. Suboxone
had sales of around $786 billionin
the US for the first nine months of
2018.The drugaccounts for about
80 per cent of Indivior’s sales.

Indivior’s revenue has takena
hit after the US Supreme Court in

British drug maker
Indivior had appealed
againsta US court order
tostop DrReddy’s and
Alvogen from selling
generic versions of its
anti-opioid addiction
drug Suboxone film that
infringed its patents

February allowed sales of generic
equivalents, including that of Dr
Reddy’s, Watson Laboratories,
Actavis and Teva Pharmaceuticals.

Indivior launched the first
Buprenorphine-based productto
treat opioid dependence in 1996.
It had sought damages, as well as
injunctions over US sale of infring-
ing products. In June last, USFDA
approved DRL’s Buprenorphine
and Naloxone Sublingual Film in
four strengths, 2 mg/0.5 mg, 4
mg/1 mg,8 mg/2mg,and 12mg/3
mg, for sale in the US. FE

BRIEFLY

Gold falls by
100 amid
subdued trend

New Delhi: Gold pricesin the
national capital on Monday
fell by Rs 100 to Rs 35,470
per 10 gram at the bullion
market here due to profit-
booking and subdued trend
overseas. Tracking gold, sil-
ver also fell by Rs 25 to Rs
39,175 per kg on reduced
offtake by industrial units
and coin makers. PTI

Mnuchinraises
concernsover
FB'scrypto

Washington: US Treasury
Secretary Steve Mnuchin
said on Monday that the
Treasury department has
serious concerns that
Facebook Inc’s proposed LI-
BRA cryptocurrency could
be misused for moneylaun-
dering. “Treasury has been
very clear to Facebook...and
other providers of digital fi-
nancial services that they
must implement the same
anti-money laundering
safeguardsin countering the
financing of terrorismas tra-
ditional financial institu-
tions,” he said. REUTERS

QOilfallsonChina
economicdata,
fadingUS storm

New York: Oil prices edged
lower on Monday on signs
that the impact of a tropical
storm on the United States
Gulf Coast production and
refining would be short-
lived, while Chinese eco-
nomic data dimmed the
crude demand outlook.
Brent crude futures dropped
14 centsto $66.58 abarrel by
1753 GMT, while US crude
shed 57 cents, or 1 per cent,
t0$59.64 abarrel. REUTERS

NTPCraises
4,300 crore
through bonds

New Delhi: NTPC Monday
raised Rs 4,300 crore
through bonds, which
would be used for capital ex-
penditure and general cor-
porate requirement. NTPC
entered the bond market to
raise long-term debt for its
capital expenditure and gen-
eral corporate requirements,
with an issue of base size of
Rs 500 crore with a green
shoe option to retain over-
subscription of up to Rs
4,000 crore and a tenure of
10years,aBSE filing said. PTI

Allahabad
Bank stock
falls 8%

New Delhi: Allahabad Bank
shares dropped nearly 8 per
cent Monday after it re-
portedaRs 1,775-crore fraud
by Bhushan Power and Steel
(BPSL), to the RBL. Shares of
the company plunged 7.74
per cent to close at Rs 43.50
on the BSE. Intra-day, the
stock tumbled 14.52 per
centtoRs40.30.0nthe NSE,
the scrip dropped 7.74 per
cent to close at Rs 43.50.
Marketvaluation of the pub-
lic sector bank dipped Rs
1,357.53 crore toRs 16,189.47
crore on the BSE. PTI

“T'rump weighs ousting US
Commerce Secretary Ross’

Washington: US President
Donald Trump has told aides and
allies that he is considering re-
moving Commerce Secretary
Wilbur Ross after a Supreme
Courtdefeatonaddinga citizen-
ship question to the census, NBC
News reported on Monday.
Although Trump has previ-

ously been frustrated with Ross,
in particular over some failed
trade negotiations, the 81-year-
old commerce secretary has so
far kept his job. Since late last
year other media outlets have re-
ported at different times that
Trump was considering replac-
ing Ross. REUTERS

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (CIVIL) PLANT SDW S/E
SRINIWASPURI: NEW DELHI: 110065
Press N.I.T. No. 10 (2019-20)

Bitcoin drops
more than 10%

London: Bitcoin slumped more
than 10 per cent over the week-
end toa two-weeklow, as fears of

S.N Name of work Estimated Date of release of Last date/time of
Cost tender in E- receipt of tender
procurement through
solution e-procurement solution
1. Re-construction/ repair of main road from 47,24,588/- 12/07/2019 01/08/2019 up to 3:00

entry gate of Okhla plant to 16 MGD plant
at Okhla STP. 2019_DJB_176197_4

*Further detail in this regard can be seen at https://delhi.govtprocurement.com

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 172/2019-20

P.M

Sd/-

EX. ENGINEER (CIVIL) PLANT SDW S/E

a crackdown of cryptocurrencies
rose on mounting scrutiny of
Facebook’s planned Libra digital
coin. Bitcoin fell 11.1 per cent from
Friday to $9,855 early on Monday.

The original cryptocurrency
slumped 10.4 per cent on Sunday
alone, its second-biggest daily
drop this year. REUTERS
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AS A TEENAGER, Wang Hanyang was fasci-
nated by the electronics markets of
Zhongguancun. He wandered the aisles of
hard drives and graphics cards like akid ina
z00, asking questions and learning. By 2009,
government attempts to foster a tech hub in
MrWang's patch of Beijing had yielded little
else to inspire a 14-year-old’s imagination.
There were a few successful Chinese tech
firms mimicking their American counter-
parts in search and social media, along with
other startups. But in general Zhongguancun,
abyword for cheap knock-offs, was still a dis-
appointment.

No longer. Today Mr Wang, 25, is at the
helm of his second startup, Generalized
Aviation, which creates software for drones.
Trendy coffee chains and boutique supermar-
kets dot the streets. Zhongguancun has spread
out from the electronics markets into a sweep-
ing quadrant of northwestern Beijing that takes
in its two leading universities, Peking and
Tsinghua. Zhongguancun is now a concept as
much as a place, China’s “Silicon Valley”.

Itis also China’s best hope for the domes-
ticinnovation that might insulate the coun-
try from a world perturbed by its rise. The
government calls this “self-dependent inno-
vation”, an idea that the trade war with
America has given urgency. In January, dur-
ing a visit to the new Binhai-Zhongguancun
Science and Technology Park (conceptually
part of Zhongguancun, but geographically
distinct), Xi Jinping, China’s leader, empha-
sised the need for Zhongguancun to generate
“high-quality” economic development. As
Mr Wang puts it, the country must acceler-
ate a shift from assembling tech products to
creating them. Surrounded by the world’s
largest, fastest-growing market for such
goods, Zhongguancun is creating new apps,
services and devices more speedily and clev-
erly than ever before.

The ingredients for success are in place,
though it is hardly assured. The amount of
money pouring into Chinese technology
companies has grown rapidly over the past
ten years (see chart), with the total annual
levels of venture-capital investment now
reaching parity with America. Armed with
capital, a new company can stake out office
space easily and quickly, and tap into annu-
ally refreshed stocks of technically minded
graduates from the most prestigious univer-
sities in Beijing.

China has long since moved beyond pro-
ducing merely Chinese versions of Silicon
Valley companies. WeChat, an all-encom-
passing chat and payment app introduced in
2011 by Tencent, an internet giant in the
southern city of Shenzhen, has inspired
copycattery from Facebook. The newest
firms in Zhongguancun employ business
models that do not exist yet in America. One
company lets doctors in small family prac-
tices order up complex lab tests for their pa-
tients on their phone. Another sells robotic
arms to knife factories, which use them to
sharpen the blades automatically. The inter-
national popularity of TikTok, a video-shar-
ing app made by Bytedance, a Beijing com-
pany, shows that even in areas where Silicon
Valley dominates globally, like social media,
Zhongguancun can compete.

Its young companies start not in garages,
but in cramped offices, tucked away in the
low-rise towers that host what is left of the
electronics market, the heart of old
Zhongguancun. Mr Wang points out the
dingy nook in which DiDi, China’s ride-hail-
ing giant, gotits start. A larger office next door
is for rent. Some 66 square metres are avail-

CHARLEMAGNE

LETTER FROM ZHONGGUANCUN

Home grown
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China’s Silicon Valley is transforming China, but not yet the world

A woman walks past a DiDi station in Beijing. It is tricky now, in Beijing, to track down a taxi cab without using the DiDi app on your phone. To pay for a macchiato
without using WeChat is to face a barista’s exasperation with paper currency, or, at trendier coffee shops in Beijing and Shanghai, outright rejection. Reuters

able, and the landlord is explicitly looking for
tenants who “love Apple products”. As they
grow, startups migrate north, to larger office
blocks. Tencent, Baidu, Lenovo and Sina all
have sprawling campuses in the more dis-
tant reaches of the city.

New companies all rely on one of the
most important geographical features of
Zhongguancun: its proximity to the best
schools in Beijing. The area is home not just
to universities like Tsinghua and Peking, but
also to highly regarded primary and second-
ary schools. The headquarters of one of
China’s most important private education
companies, New Oriental, which offers
coaching for English-language exams, sits
across the road from the electronics markets.
Elite Chinese students come here before
heading off to America for university.

Often they come back and start acompany,
as Mr Wang did after he dropped out of the
University of Waterloo in Canada. The schools
of Zhongguancun predate its tech boom, and
are foundational toit. As tech companies grow
larger, the universities supply young talent
while the promise of good schooling helps lure
older recruits with families. The concentration
of bright minds, in turn, attracts more brain
power. “Beijing has a lot of terrible things like
the air or the traffic, but the best thing is that
you can talk to the smartest people in China
within an hour,” says Mr Wang,

Most of those smart people are not work-

ing on fundamental technologies, says Zhou
Wei, the boss of China Creation Ventures
(CCV),an investment firm based in Beijing’s
Wangjing district. Hawkish officials in
America may be kept up at night worrying
about China’s advancement in semiconduc-
tors and artificial intelligence. But
Zhongguancun’s real strength is in develop-
ing new applications and services for the
Chinese market, to be provided through
smartphones. Chinese consumers are even
more primed for such services than their
counterparts in the West. In America or
Europe, digital services must compete with
existing infrastructure. Chinese digital serv-
ices are often the first of their kind.

Upstarts
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Wurst among equals

Contrary to popular belief, Germany does not in fact run the EU

ONE CAN almost hear Wagner’s “Ride of the
Valkyries” in Brussels these days. Big
Mercedes cars with German plates swoosh
up and down its streets. Bigwigs from Berlin
bestride the bureaucracy. The full might of
the German political and diplomatic net-
work in Brussels is working overtime to se-
cure the presidency of the European
Commission, the EU’s executive, for Ursula
von der Leyen, who faces a confirmation vote
by the European Parliament on July 16th or
17th. The multilingual German defence min-
isteris, after all, one of its daughters: she grew
up nearby while her father ran the competi-
tion directorate.

It is often claimed that Germany really
runs the EU. Angela Merkel has been the
bloc’s dominant figure for years. The presi-
dents of the European Court of Auditors, the
European Stability Mechanism and the lead-
ers of several of the European Parliament’s
groups, including the largest, are Germans.
The secretaries-general of the parliament and
the commission are, too. The latter, Martin
Selmayr, is credited with securing German
backing for Jean-Claude Juncker, the outgo-
ing commission president.

Germany’s critics hold its pre-eminence
responsible for all manner of evils. The Trump
administration spies Germany’s hand in the

European Central Bank’s (ECB) loose mone-
tary policy, which it says hurts American ex-
porters. Southerners resent Germany for aus-
terity policies imposed in the crisis years.
British politicians fear German power: in
Westminster on July 4th Bill Cash, a Brexiteer,
described the prospect of a German president
of the commission as “a grave concern” and
proof that Britain should escape “Germany’s
increasing dominance”. European govern-
ments shape their strategies around this as-
sumption. British ministers once claimed that
German car exporters would press the rest of

Germany’s critics hold its pre-
eminence responsible for all
manner of evils. The Trump
administration spies Germany’s
hand in the European Central
Bank’s loose monetary policy,
which it says hurts American
exporters. Southerners resent
Germany for austerity policies
imposed in the crisis years.

the EU into doing a favourable Brexit deal.
Emmanuel Macron tried to advance his plans
for closer EU integration by wooing the
German establishment. Itis telling, however,
that neither gambit succeeded—because
Germany does not in fact have Europe
stitched up.

Take Brussels. More French, Spanish,
Italian and Belgian citizens work in both the
commission and the parliament than do
Germans, who also hold fewer of the com-
mission’s most powerful “director general”
roles than do Italians. The Germans in
Brussels are a mixed bunch and do not take
orders from Berlin. They tend to be more
Francophile and federalist than politicians
back home. Mr Selmayr in particular is re-
garded with suspicion in Berlin, where offi-
cials fret about his influence over Mrs von der
Leyen’s team. It was Mr Macron who first pro-
posed her and German social democrats and
greens who are leading the oppositionin the
European Parliament to her candidacy.

Germany does not always get its way on
policy. The ECB’s loose monetary stance ap-
pals many German savers. Fiscal rules de-
signed to soothe German concerns are rou-
tinely strained by euro states like Italy and
now France. On other matters, from refugee
quotas to emissions targets and from takeover

They are also heavily indemand. Mr Zhou
points to one of CCV’s investments, YunHu
Health, as an example. The firm offers med-
ical tests for patients at primary-care clinics,
eliminating the need to wait in long queues
at oversubscribed hospitals. Instead, sam-
ples are whisked away to local labs on a
moped, with results sent back to the patient
and their doctor in a day or two. Just two
years old, the company already serves some
100,000 clinics throughout the country.

The application of technology to situa-
tions where demand outstrips supply is a
guiding investment thesis for Mr Zhou. He
has invested in software to help process
medical imagery, reducing waiting times at

Zhongguancun is now a
concept as much as a place,
China’s “Silicon Valley”. It is also
China’s best hope for the
domestic innovation that
might insulate the country
from a world perturbed by its
rise. The government calls this
“self-dependent innovation”,
an idea that the trade war with
America has given urgency.

hospitals, and in an interactive educational
app that (purportedly) eliminates the need
for ahuman teacher. DingDong Class charges
the equivalent of $1 per hour for its auto-
mated English lessons, which use recorded
videos of human teachers tailored to indi-
vidual students. (Mr Zhou contrasts
DingDong’s method of teaching English
favourably with his own learning process:
watching every episode of “Friends”, a situ-
ational comedy, at least ten times.)

The Chinese government has adopted a
laissez-faire approach to such companies. “If
thereis noregulation, they let you run,” says
Mr Zhou. This does mean that new services
risk leaving some people behind. “China is
moving so fast that companies don’t pay
much attention to less technical people,” Mr
Zhou says. It is tricky now, in Beijing, to track
down a taxi cab without using the DiDi app
on your phone. To pay for a macchiato with-
out using WeChat is to face a barista’s exas-
peration with paper currency, or, at trendier
coffee shops in Beijing and Shanghai, out-
right rejection.

Arms for knives and bras

Where CCV is focusing on technological
fixes to gaps in the Chinese markets for edu-
cation and health, Shunwei, another venture-
capital firm, is focused in doing the same for
China’s manufacturing industry. One of its
investments, Rokae, runs its research and de-

British PM Theresa May chats with her Dutch and Belgian counterparts while
Macron and Merkel greet each other, in Brussels, in December 2018. European
commission’s secretary-general Martin Selmayr (extreme left) looks on. AP

rulings to energy policy, the commission has
defied Berlin’s preferences. An example is the
package of incoming candidates for the EU’s
top jobs: Mrs von der Leyen’s federalist in-
stincts put her closer to Mr Macron than to
Mrs Merkel in some respects, and Christine
Lagarde, a Frenchwoman, will take the helm
of the ECB. Charles Michel and Josep Borrell,
the incoming European Council president
and EU foreign policy supremo, are both
closer to Paris than Berlin.

Why, then, is Germany less mighty than
itlooks? First, its size can be a weakness. Hans
Kundnani of Chatham House, a think-tank,
describes the country as a “semi-hegemon”:

too small to dominate Europe (proportion-
ally it is about as big in population terms as
California in America) but big enough that
others feel daunted and seek to contain it.
Central Europeans banded together during
the migration crisis, for example, to block
what they saw as a heavy-handed German
preference for open borders. So neuralgic is
France about Mr Selmayr’s perceived influ-
ence that Mr Macron wants the secretary
general moved (perhaps to the ECB) and re-
placed by a Frenchman.

Second, Germany’s establishment is dif-
ferent. America has a powerful executive,
Britain has a high degree of centralisationand

velopment centre out of a warehouse in
Zhongguancun. The ground floor is packed
with white robot arms with a variety of ap-
pendages attached to their wrists. One arm
is set up to sharpen knives, plucking raw
blades from a box and grinding them to an
edge on a stone. Rokae says it has sold hun-
dreds of robots to a large knife factory in
Guangdong province, where the arms have
directly replaced human workers. Rokae is
also teaching its arms to manufacture bras,
and says it is working with Adidas to test
whether the arms are able to sew the three
white stripes of the German firm'’s logo onto
garments. Because Rokae can produce robot
arms more cheaply than Western competi-
tors, it can appeal to businesses that might
not otherwise have had enough capital toin-
vest in automation.

Shunwei also aims to address
Zhongguancun’s greatest weakness—a re-
liance on imported components and tech-
nology. The firm has investments in Chinese
companies that make chips which manage
charging devices wirelessly, or that fuse cam-
era data into three-dimensional scans. It is
alsoinvesting in companies that design new
materials—antibiotic ones for fabrics and
mattresses, ceramics for phones. Today, most
Chinese companies import these sorts of
products from America, Europe, Japan or
South Korea. If Zhongguancun is to blossom
as a global, not just a regional, tech hub, and
if it is to insulate China against protection-
ism, it will need to nurture its own suppliers.

The local government is doing its bit.
Haidian district, where Zhongguancunis lo-
cated, recently opened a business park ded-
icated to fostering Chinese chip companies.
The idea behind Zhongguancun IC Park (the
IC stands for integrated circuit), according to
Wau Chunyan, one of the park’s sales team, is
that it will smooth the way for new chip
companies, and not just through subsidised
rents. It offers software for designing circuits,
and handles licensing negotiations on behalf
of its young tenants with other chip archi-
tecture firms such as Arm. Bitmain, a Chinese
company which makes chips for mining
Bitcoin, and GigaDevice, which makes mem-
ory chips, have already committed to moving
in. Even though the campus seems quiet and
somewhat empty, the canteen is bustling.

The latest crop of startups have set their
sights on foreign markets. Rokae is planning
to sell its robot arms to Europe. Mr Wang
wants Generalized Aviation to flourish glob-
ally. They see the trade war not as a threat, but
as an opportunity—to fill the gaps in Chinese
supply chains and then compete in the West.
But to become a world-shaping force like
Silicon Valley, Zhongguancun will have to
overcome Western concerns about the po-
tential misuses of Chinese technology. Sofar,
very few Chinese tech companies have man-
aged to go global, Huawei and Bytedance be-
ing the most prominent. And Huawei, in par-
ticular, is under threat due to security fears
raised by Western governments.

In the meantime, even Mr Wang cannot
keep up with the pace of change in
Zhongguancun. As he rides an escalator up
into the last remnants of the electronics mar-
ket, he sees that an entire floor has been
emptied. He exclaims: “Oh no, they closed
this one down?” The spaces which inspired
him to go into the tech business are fading
into history. “I feel a bit upset, butit’s ok,” he
says. “Everything goes forward. We live life
forwards, not in the past.”

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019

France has both, but in Germany power is dif-
fuse and plural. Opinion is more diverse than
the notion of a monolithic German interest
and outlook allows. Plenty of prominent fig-
ures in German politics and academia share
French and southern European criticisms of
her government’s stances. Among them are
the Greens, who have come first in some re-
cent polls.

Many Germanies

So multilayered and multifaceted are
German politics and public life that the coun-
try canbein fact frustratingly introverted. Even
at the peak of her powers, Mrs Merkel was
more a crisis manager than a visionary leader.
On European debates about the euro, technol-
ogy, defence and foreign policy, Germany does
not somuch block orimpose butis rather semi-
engaged, caught up instead with its own, of-
ten petty domestic squabbles. In 2011 Radek
Sikorski, then Poland’s foreign minister, admit-
ted that he now feared German inaction more
than German action—a remarkable confession
given his country’s past.

A Germany insufficiently engaged with
European matters can hardly create the
“German Europe” that ts critics fear. And that
will not change if Mrs von der Leyen leads the
next commission (it might even produce a
slightly more French Europe). But as a face fa-
miliar to German voters and with influence in
Berlin, where changeisinany caseintheairas
the Merkel eradraws toa close, a President von
der Leyen might at least help confront that dis-
engagement among her sleepy compatriots
by better explaining the EU and pressing the
need for more reform and integration on them.
She might thus produce not a more German
Europe but a more European Germany.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019
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CROSSWORD 38359

ACROSS DOWN
1 Copinmaleform(9) 2 Allright, a mixed type of
8 Soldiers from Tunis (5) creature (5)
9  Four-footed cycles(7) 3 Suchgames are not openly
10 They’re the least one can played (6) .
expect (6) 4 Involved - that's the conclusion
11 They are too fixed in their aboutme an.d agirl(8)
views to leave bits out (6) 5 Hedoesn'tlike to assume
12 Thisyear is affected by any‘Fhlng (6) )
emotional instability (8) 6 larrive outof sortsin the
15 Challenged champion’s delay south ofFrance (7) o
about the final (8) 7 Awatering place raising sugar
18 Wild cats in comical capers a§ vegetable dellca'cy (9)
(6) 11 Singers are barred in them (4,5)
20 For each expert, a pastry dish 13 Reform a crook, we hear, and
is brought in (6) reduce to poverty (8)
21 Hismateturns withdisbelief ~ 14 Movie queen from the
(7) continent (7)
22 Make Bill work in the house 16 Fastidiousness for exactness (6)
(5) 17 Putemphasis on nervous
23 Ashaver of today or tension (6)
tomorrow? 19 Asocial class scattered over
(9) the Orient(5)
Solutions Crossword 3858: Across: 1Instead, 4 Hoots, 7 Leer, 8 Wet nurse,

10

Reasons out, 12 Chopin, 13 Itches, 15 Esplanades, 18 Dark room, 19 Anti, 20 Dry

up, 21 Estates. Down: 1lIdler, 2 Sheraton, 3 Dressy, 4 Hindustani, 5 Ours, 6 Sheikhs,
9 Comic strip, 11 Whodunit, 12 Clouded, 14 Alcove, 16 Spies, 17 Fray.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

The__isnotdistant, noristhe___starless.-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (4...,5)

CDAIT ACETDH
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"SS911eIS IYSIU 3 S1.IOU ‘JUBISIP JOU ST UMEP Y] -IoMSUY
DNIIIM ‘HOVLAA TNNNA ‘'VIDId -NOLLN10S

1.

On behalf of the CEO, PWSSB, Executive Engineer, Pb. W/S &
Sew. Divn. No. 1, Amritsar Re-invites proposals from eligible
Applicants for the Project/Work(s) detailed in the following table.
The Applicants may submit proposals for the following project:-

Sr. Name of Project/Work(s) Cost of Document/ Period of

No. RFQ Proceesing Implementation
Fee (In INR)

1 2 3 4

1. Bulk Surface Water Supply 10,000/- Construction
project for Amritsar City, period of 24
including the works of Months
Design, Construction, including 3
Testing & Commissioning months for Trial
of Raw Water intake, Raw Run &
Water Pump House & Commissioning,
Rising main, Pre- followed by 120
Treatment, Water months O&M
Treatment Plant and Clear period

Water Reservoir including
Operation & Maintenance
for period of 10 Years, on
PPP mode through Hybrid
Annuity Model.

2. Important data of the RFQ is as mentioned below:-
Availability of RFQ Online Last Date & Time for Online Date & Time of

From To Submission of Proposal Opening of Proposal
12.07.2019  06.08.2019 06.08.2019 07.08.2019
11.00 hours  17.00 hours 17.00 hours 11.00 hours

3. For details such as important dates, Pre-Proposal Meeting,

detailed information, qualification and eligibility criteria, visit
website: https://www.eproc.punjab.gov.in for downloading of RFQ
(under Local Government Department).
For participating in the above, the Applicants shall have to get them
registered with https://www.eproc.punjab.gov.in and get user ID,
password, Class-3, Digital Signatures Certificate (DSC) is
mandatory to participate in the e-Tendering process. For any
clarification/Difficulty/Regarding e-Tendering process Applicants can
contact helpdesk on the phone numbers mentioned in the website.
The Applicants should keep checking the website for any
addenda/corrigenda and the bidder should incorporate the
same in their bid documents. No addenda/corrigenda shall be
published in the newspaper.
Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Punjab W/S & Sew. Divn. No. 1, Amritsar.
(Contact No. 84276-63504)
(E-mail: eeal.pwssb@punjab.gov.in)

D-5655/Pb.

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

SUDOKU 3909

Difficulty Level 2s
Instructions

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
every digitfrom1t09
must appearineach of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and ineach of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level
Ts=Veryeasy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius

SOLUTION SUDOKU 3908

CCS Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar is inviting Tender for
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DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Mars, a planet
whose two and a
half year cycle
regulates your
general affairs, is now urging
you to assert your interests,
butin arather inefficient
manner. You should avoid
pushing yourself forward at
the risk of taking the wrong
direction. It’'s much better to
slow down and think more.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Your mood will
change around early
afternoon. Your
relationships are

likely to be affected first, and

the chances are that you'll
tend to withdraw yourself
from people you were
formerly happy to mix with.

Everyone must recognise that

you need your privacy.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
You may have cut
off your nose to
spite your face - or
turned the clock

back in one important area.

But, then, that may not be a

bad thing! Who knows? You

might actually have avoided a

whole heap of trouble by

bailing out of a commitment.

A friend may need

reassurance, though.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
You are showing a
strong tendency to
over-work. You may
also be feeling

under the weather, perhaps as

aresult of past strain. On the
other hand, your general
stellar and celestial influences
today are positive and you
could therefore do much to
remedy the situation.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Your current
planetary patterns
seem to be making
you more energetic
and self-confident. If you have
any role models, they should
be found amongst children
and younger people or, at the
very least, those friends who
make a point out of being
light-hearted.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Of all the signs of
the zodiac, yours
may find itself most
sharply squeezed
between contradictory
pressures and irreconcilable
options. In addition, your
range of possible actions could
be limited: there may be
nothing to choose between
total commitment and a
complete break.

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
It’s clear that you
can’t carry on for ever
inthe same old
groove, and you must
be prepared to cut out a great
deal of dead wood if you are to
get your point across. Others
must be able to see that you are
not hung up by beliefs which are
nothing if not irrelevant.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
There are a number
of adverse
planetary patterns,
butit would be a

mistake to imagine that life

must be difficult. When
challenging events
accumulate, it is always
possible to search for, and find,
the grain of gold which can
transform your future. Make
your own success.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 23)
Everything depends
on what you expect.
If you continue to
believe that other

people will let you down then

they probably will. However,
one way to deal with personal
squabbles might be to
recognise the independence of
others, just as you insist that
they respect yours.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Any current
restlessness is likely
to be born out of
frustration. The way

to live positively at the present

is to be thoroughly self-
sacrificing and utterly
charitable in all your dealings
with your fellow humans.

Mind you, if you are going to

abandon your own interests,

make sure you do it for a

deserving cause.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
There are still far
too many
uncertainties and
loose ends, but that

is often the way you like it, so

don’t complain. Memory is a

funny thing and, if you look

back to a time when life was
more secure, you are almost
certainly deluding yourself.

You have as much in your

favour now as you did then.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
If you are precise
and painstaking in
your dealings with
loved ones, you will
escape any blame for anything
that goes wrong on the
emotional level. However, the
odd breakage around the
house is almost inevitable, so
lock your valuables away. And
try to soothe angry friends.

CCS Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar

(Established by Parliament Act 16 of 1970)
Tender Notice

equipments/items:-
Procurement of Digital Headspace Gas Analyzer for the Department of

1.
2.
3.

PFE, CCSHAU Hisar.

following

Supply, Installation and Commissioning of lining of lake along with any
other contingent work thereof at Farm of DDUCE-OF, CCSHAU, Hisar.
Purchase of iMac Pro with software and accessories for the Department of
Extension Education & communication Management, CCSHAU, Hisar.
For detail information and e-tendering schedule, please visit the website

http://etenders.hry.nic.in and University website http://hau.ac.in

Date of start of bid preparation & submission 18.07.2019 (09:00 hours)

and Closing on 07.08.2019 upto 17:00 hours, Opening of Technical Bid on
08.08.2019 at 09:00 A.M. & Financial Bid on 14.08.2019 at 12:00 noon.

Note:

1.

All updates, amendments, Corrigenda etc. (if any) will be posted only on
the CCS HAU Website/Tender website. There will not be any publication of
the same through Newspapers or any other media.

2. Interested bidders are advised to deposit bid security/EMD on or
before 48:00 hrs of expiring date and time of bid online so as to get the
payment verified.

Sd/- Director (Store & Purchase)
CCSHAU, Hisar.
HAU-1086
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Back to Classics

LEICESTER’'S NEW Walk Museum has
thrown its doors open to a one-of-its-
kind exhibition “The Wonderful
World of the Ladybird Book Artists”,
dedicated to the artworks created by
theillustrators of Ladybird Books. The
collection, belonging to Ladybird Book
expert Helay Day, gives visitors an op-
portunity to explore the world of
Ladybird art from the 1950s and
1970s. Comprising original artworks
of 14 artists, such as John Kenney, the
themes include nature, history and
fairy tales. The books began being
published in Loughborough nearly
100 years ago and entertained chil-
dren with their classic tales. The ex-
hibition is on view till September 1.

Heritage Trail

ONLINE TRAVEL company
MakeMyTrip has joined hands with
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
to enable online bookings for 116 his-
torical monuments and heritage sites
falling under its protection in the
country. The firm signed an agree-
ment with ASI to help travellers skip
queues and save up on time when
making online bookings for the Taj
Mahal, Red fort, Qutub Minar,
Humayun’s Tomb and Khajuraho
Temple, among others. “We are
thrilled to partner with ASI to help
make it convenient for travellers and
delight them with the ease of plan-
ning and booking their visit online to
these heritage monuments,” said
MakeMyTrip founder Deep Kalra.

A New Role

SHAH RUKH KHAN will be awarded
an honorary doctorate degree by La
Trobe University in Melbourne, dur-
ing his visit to India Film Festival of
Melbourne on August 9. He will be be-
stowed with the Honorary Doctor of
Letters (honoris causa) to mark his ef-
forts for the empowerment of under-
privileged children and women
through MEER Foundation, along
with his work in Bollywood. Earlier,
Khanreceived an honorary doctorate
from University of Bedfordshire.

(From left) Shevla, garbandi and pendhari

During the rehearsals for A Few Good Men; (below) Nadir Khan

Of Good Men and
(Good Stories

Nadir Khan takes up A Few Good Men, famous as a Tom Cruise-starring
Hollywood film, for the stage

DIPANITANATH

THEATRE DIRECTOR Nadir Khan is always
ready for a good story. Earlier this year, the-
atre person Devika Sahani of The Dragon Rose
Project sent him one that he couldn’t put
down. He felt the nudge to bring it on stage.A
Few Good Men, which he has directed, is now
set to open the theatre initiative, Aadyam
2019, in Mumbai and Delhi. “I didn’t pick the
script, it picked me,” says Khan.

The story was written by American play-
wright Aaron Sorkin, according to legend,
on cocktail napkins while working as a bar-
tender. A Few Good Men is famous as a 1992
Hollywood film starring Jack Nicholson, Tom
Cruise and Demi Moore, which was nomi-
nated for four Oscars and five Golden Globes
and gave the world the iconic comeback,
“You can’t handle the truth”. Cruise plays a
lazy young lawyer who finds himself oppo-
site a battle-hardened commander
(Nicholson) of the Guantanamo Bay Naval
Base in a case that involves a dead marine
and two others in the dock.

Khan had watched the film but did not
give it a second thought till he was handed
the script. “I hope this is what the audiences
will share — that you know the story and
have seenitin the light of one particular di-
rector in one particular medium. It is quite
exciting for me to see a different take on the
same thing, Itis like the retelling of a good
story. You want to hear it again by some-
body else because there is always a dif-
ference,” says Khan.

He has directed plays that were
made famous by films before. In 2015,
he directed The God of Carnage, a script
that Roman Polanski had turned into
the film Carnage. The following year,
he picked up another legal drama, 12
Angry Men, turned it into a play, titled
12 Angry Jurors, and managed to keep
audiences, who knew the ending,
hooked to every moment. “12 Angry
Men was Hollywood of the 1950s while
A Few Good Men is Hollywood of the
1990s. While there is a bit of pressure in-
volved because some comparisons are in-
evitable, it is true that one of the reasons I
pick a play is that it is amazing storytelling
and writing,” says Khan.

12 Angry Jurors was carried on the

shoulders of strong performers such as
Rajit Kapur, Sohrab Ardeshir, Deven Khote,
Devika Shahani and Rohit Malkani. Khan
brings in another ensemble cast for A Few
Good Men. Kapur plays Lt Col Nathan
Jessep, the head of Guantanamo Bay Naval
Base, while Neil Bhoopalam is the lawyer
Daniel A Kaffee, and Ira Dubey essays the
persistent lawyer Lt Cmdr Joanne Galloway.

Itis quite exciting for me
to see adifferent takeon
the same thing. ltis like
the retelling of agood
story. You want to hearit
again by somebody else

NADIR KHAN
THEATRE DIRECTOR

Into the Wild

The wild vegetables of Maharashtra, grown by the
tribals, are being showcased at a festival in Mumbai

DIPTINAGPAUL

A FEW years ago, while scouring the local
market for vegetables, Thomas Zacharias
came across shevla. A long, stem-like veg-
etable, it had an off-white body and was deep
red towards the base. Instinctively, he picked
up a piece and chewed a small bite off it. The
next 10 minutes, he experienced an intense
pain in the mouth that nothing could help

ease. The experience made him realise the
vegetable is highly toxic and a chat with the
vendor taught him that shevla should always
be cooked along with another vegetable
called kaakad. “Both shevla and kaakad are
wild vegetables, local to Maharashtra. And
the discovery had me wondering about other
such local produce that isn’t widely avail-
able,” adds Zacharias, the chef at Lower
Parel’s The Bombay Canteen.

Over the last few months, Zacharias has

discovered close to 40 wild vegetables that
are mostly “highly seasonal” and available
in the market for not more than three
weeks at a stretch. Of those, he is currently
working with eight varieties, for a special
menu that is aimed at creating awareness
about them.

“Our philosophy is centred around work-
ing with local produce but most of us don’t
consume more than 12-15 vegetables
throughout the year when there is such a
large variety available. We want to introduce
these vegetables to people, get them to taste
the dishes made out of them and also share
some recipes on how to cook the vegeta-
bles,” he explains.

The special showcase is a two-month-
long festival and after the eight vegetables
goout of season in the next three weeks, the

Other actors include Danish Hussain,
Ashwin Mushran, Tavish Bhattacharya,
Junaid Khan and Sukant Goel. “The great
thing is that when you get the calibre of ac-
tors we have, you can get straight into de-
tailed script work, blocking and fleshing
out the play,” says Khan.

His theatre is marked by sharp per-
formances, brisk pace, impactful moments
and precise stage design. While The God of
Carnage and 12 Angry Jurors happened in
one room, Anand Express (2017)was aroad
journey of a group of boys who were taking
the ashes of their friend to Anand in
Gujarat. The play created the shots in loca-
tion with abstract and fluid designs that
transformed and evolved as the play pro-
gressed. “A Few Good Men is little more re-
alistic though we have gone abstract at
times, because there are anumber of loca-
tions,” he adds.

Khan, who studied English literature
at St Xavier’s College in Mumbai (1995-
2000), went on to co-found Q Theatre
Productions (QTP) and is a partnerin The
Industrial Theatre Co. He has directed five
plays for Aadyam, including the musical
#SingIndiaSing last year, about a talent
contest where only four singers, picked
from among thousands of aspirants, are
pitted against one other. He has acted in
27/11, Epilogue and Hard Places for Rage
Productions as well as Sexual Perversity in
Chicago and Hayavadana for the Industrial

Theatre Co, and All My Sons for QTP.

Khan also makes radio drama for the

UK and has produced and acted in
over 20 radio productions. His recent
work was the Tumanbay Series 1,2&3
and the award-winning A Suitable Boy

and Q&A.

His plays have a strong social context,

such as the meaning of justice in 12

Angry Jurors.Is A Few Good Men intended

to highlight the need for the armed

forces to question authority? “I enjoy
working with good stories and great writ-
ing. A Few Good Men does have a huge res-
onance in the political construct today but
Ididn't pick the script because of those sim-
ilarities. I am happy that those similarities

exist,” he says.
A Few Good Men opens at St Andrews
Auditorium in Mumbai on July 20. Tickets
available on Paytm and Insider.in

chef will bring in a new menu for the next
batch of seasonal vegetables. For the first
showcase, she is working with kantola, gar-
bandi, patangiri, mahua, pendra, moras and
kurasini, apart from the shevla-kaakad com-
bination. While garbandi and moras are
leaves, kurasiniis a seed thatis consumed as
a dried preparation, made with chopped
onions, tomatoes and chillies, and had as a
side. Zacharias, however, has used kurasini
to make a sauce because “when ground, it
has a texture like tahini and carries a hint of
mushroom in the taste”.

Originally grown and consumed by
Maharashtra’s tribal Warli community, the
vegetables are mostly prepared using onion,
garlic and green chillies. The shevla, how-
ever, is brought in by the state’s CKP com-
munity, as is phodshi. Cantle, Zacharias says,
is spiny gourd with a bitter gourd-like taste.
Moras, a leafy vegetable, is available
throughout the year and grows wild in the
marshes of Vashi. “That gives it a salty
flavour and it is used to replace salt for
Gujaratis during their fasting period,” he
says. One of Zacharias’s favourite ingredient
this time is mahua. The caramel-like texture
and flavour lends beautifully to dessert,
which the restaurant is serving along with
a chocolate sauce made with whiskey:.

In its attempt to create awareness about
the vegetables and also encourage their use,
The Bombay Canteen is also giving away in-
formation cards for each vegetable that will
carry a picture, alternate names, its nutri-
tional value, where it grows and arecipe. The
festival is on till August 31.
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SILVER LINING

British actor Lashana Lynch of Captain Marvel
fame becomes the first black female actor to lead the
James Bond franchise. She will take over the British
spy’s secret agent number 007 in Bond 25, even as
Daniel Craig will make an appearance in the film.

Through a Lens Darkly

SURBHIGUPTA

IS YOUR film’s hero/heroine from a lower
socio-economic class? Do they have to
struggle for three-fourths of the film be-
fore they can emerge triumphant? If yes,
then head straight to the make-up de-
partment where dollops of darkening

MOTHER INDIA (1957)

The classic film, directed by Mehboob
Khan, has always been a talking point in
how we portray women in cinema. But it
also features actor Sunil Dutt, with a
much darker complexion than his own,
play Birju — an angry young farmer who
turns into a bandit — and avenge the
years of hardship his family faced at the
hands of the moneylender Sukhilala.

DOOSRI SITA (1974)

In this Gogi Anand-directed film, Jaya
Bachchan, who plays Sita Wagle, can also
be seen in a darker tone. The film, best
known for the song Tu jahan mile mujhe,
has Sita being forced to marry another
man, who not only harasses her physi-
cally and mentally but also forces her to
provide sex to his friend. Soon, Sita ends
up murdering her husband.

PYAAS (1982)

In this OP Ralhan-directed film, Miss
India-winner Zeenat Aman played the
role of a sweeper but not without apply-
ing generous amounts of dark make-up.

NASEEB APNA APNA (1986)

One remembers this film for
Raadhika, who played a dark-skinned
woman with an odd hairstyle. She is mar-
ried to the protagonist Kishan (Rishi
Kapoor) without his consent, who leaves
her to live with a light-skinned woman.

GUNDAY (2014)

Before the release of this film, Arjun
Kapoor had commented on how he had
to go four shades darker to play the role
of Bala. Directed by Ali Abbas Zafar,
Gunday is based in Calcutta of the 1970s
and follows the story of two orphans who
work with the coal mafia.

‘You feel
really alone
when bullied’

Ananya Panday on
her initiative to deal
with cyberbullying,
and how social media
normalises hate

SHANAYAD’SA

WITH THE volume of social media con-
sumption today, there also comes its in-
evitable pitfall — cyberbullying. “The
problem with today’s world is that hate
isnormalised,” said Ananya Panday, talk-
ing about her new campaign, So Positive,
launched with an aim to combat cyber-
bullying. “When [ entered the industry, I
was equipped to deal with the criticism
that came along with being in the public
eye; it happened to my dad (Chunky
Pandey) so much that I knew it was nor-
mal. But the fact that this was normalised
was not okay,” added the Student Of The
Year 2 actor, who recently faced jabs on
social media about allegedly lying about
her USC admission.

“I've grown up using social media, so
this is a very comfortable environment
I'vebeenin.Itisimportantto have astrong
social setting and a good support system
because you feel really alone when bul-
lied, and this is exactly what I want to of-
ferthrough theinitiative; my first goal is to
start the conversation,” said Panday, who

tints are used to help actors get into the
skin of their characters. From Mehboob
Khan’s Mother India to Hrithik Roshan’s
super-tanned Anand Kumar in last
week’s release, Super 30, brownfacing ac-
tors to show people from less-privileged
backgrounds is not a new phenomenon
in the Hindi film industry, but certainly a
troubling one.

UDTA PUNJAB (2016)

Fairness cream endorser Alia Bhatt
plays the role of Kumari Pinky, a Bihari
migrant labourer in Abhishek Choubey’s
Udta Punjab. She is forced to move to
Punjab and work in the fields after her
dreams of playing national-level hockey
are shattered, only to find that the local
landlord and her employer use agricul-
ture as a front for drug-peddling.

GULLY BOY (2019)

Critics and audiences could not stop
raving about Ranveer Singh, but what
could not escape the eye was his bronzed
face. Singh essays the role of Murad, a
final-year college student, residing in
Mumbai’s Dharavi slum, who is drawn to
rap music. In an interview, the film’s di-
rector Zoya Akhtar had said that Singh
had returned looking “toasty” from a holi-
day in Maldives, and when the tan started
fading, they had to keep his skin tone con-
sistent. “We didn’t do that to anyone.
They can’t be peachy either though. There
is a certain sun-spotting that comes when
you live like that the whole time, spend-
ing a lot of time in the sun. They aren’t ap-
plying sunscreens... But no,I'mnota
brown-facer,” she had said.

ARTICLE 15 (2019)

In this recently released movie, actor-
model Sayani Gupta plays Gaura, a Dalit
woman in an Uttar Pradesh village, who
approaches the police to find her missing
sister. Commenting on caste-based vio-
lence, the film was inspired by real-life
events including 2014 Badaun gang rape
allegations and the 2016 Una flogging in-
cident in Gujarat.

plans to visit schools and colleges to get
people to talk about their experiences.

“It happens to everyone, it's just that
whenyou're an actor or a celebrity, every-
thing that you do just gets glorified, and
everything is on a platform, so it is more
visible and the stakes are higher,” says
Panday, adding, “I don't think bullying is
gender or age-related or dependent on
what section of society you are coming
from. People have also become too acces-
sible; you candirectly talk to me by com-
menting on my picture, so the gap be-
tween us is narrowing down. I feel the
thing that's driving it the most is you can
hide behind a screen.”

Panday also gives credit to her father
for adding positivity to the campaign.
“Often, the victims feel like there’s some-
thing wrong with them when actually
there’s something wrong with the bul-
lies. Dad has dealt with all these problems
so nicely that the ideas of positivity and
warmth come from him.”

However, Panday admits that actors
are using social media platforms to their
advantage, to speak about what's impor-
tant to them.
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Kids, don't take up sport. Take up baking or
something. Die at 60 really fat and happy.

England basks in deflected glory

As England players take a lap of honour at The Oval a day after their dramatic World Cup win, there’s fresh hope for the future of cricket in the country

EXPRESS AT WORLD CUP

SRIRAM VEERA
LONDON, JULY 15

ISABELLA STUDIES at St Anne’s Primary
School, around the corner from The Oval
where the England team arrived bleary eyed
for public celebrations on the morning after
the night of their lives. The Oval was thrown
open to general public and around 3500
turned up to process what had transpired on
Sunday. Isabella, 5, is peeping out of the
grilled fence from her school, eager to run
down to the stadium to see Jos Buttler. “I
want to see him, I am waiting for my teacher
to take me there.”

Sam, 10, is inside the stadium with his
parents. Most of the people out there are kids,
accompanied by parents — a heart-warm-
ing sight in a land where cricket is an after-
thought to football. It’s not dying, but is ill
and needs attention. So, what does this win
mean to a 10-year-old? Sam pipes up:
“Everything. It means everything.” Even as
his father laughs, Sam continues: “You know
what, some of my friends who think cricket
is boring and only want to play football can
now shut up!” The father, Simon, a cricket
lover and a Sunday-amateur player, is begin-
ning to chuckle now. Sam shows his auto-
graphed bat — there is Moeen Ali’s scribbles,
and couple more. The father isn’t sure about
the names, the kid is.

Andrew, probably in his 60s, is looking for
a pub near the stadium. He bangs the door
at The Beehive, traditionally the place where
fans land up after a game at The Oval, but
that’s shut. He walks around the block,
around the streets and we meet again. “There
is a pub there but just six boring folks mop-
ping around and watching horse racing!
England have won the World Cup, I need to
celebrate, why can’t the pubs be open? Why
doesn’t this country care about cricket? Do
you think the pubs would be closed if we had
won the football World Cup. No f***** way!”
Andrew hobbles away, a slight limp in his
legs, but his spirits up and about. Hope he
found a pub to his liking,

Inside the stadium, a short while ear-
lier, Eoin Morgan came down the stairs
from the dressing room, followed by his
team-mates, and The Oval exploded. A
band of yellow-jacketed security person-
nel was trying to hold a rope to keep the
World Cup-winning captain from getting
mobbed. Morgan led the way, and the play-
ers high-fived with the kids, shook hands
with the people and the security cordon
gave in. Delirium was in the air, and even
the prim and propah English were losing it
a bit. Not really, but they were sort of re-
laxed. Keep calm and occasionally cheer.
The kids were losing their heads, though.

Dr Thomas Fletcher is a senior lecturer
with Carnegie Faculty in Leeds. He has also
edited Cricket, Migration and Diasporic
Communities, and been a consultant with
the England Cricket board and Yorkshire
Cricket. On Sunday, he finally saw an en-
tire ODI game for the first time in 15 years.
Heis probably the best man to ask whether
this epic win can stir up some cricket pas-

Ben’s big note to self

In the eye of storm, in the middle of the
greatest game of cricket where he was the
protagonist, just before the last ball of the
match, before it went to Super Over, Ben
Stokes was thinking about Mushfiqur
Rahim, the Bangladesh wicketkeeper. “Just
before that last ball, all I was thinking of
was Bangladesh in the T20 world cup game
(againstIndiain 2016).” Needing, few runs,
Rahim had opted for a big shot and was
caught at the deep midwicket, and India
went through to the semi-final. Stokes
says he remembered that before the last
ball at Lord’s.

“Don’t try to be a hero and try hit it for
six. Try get one run and take it to the Super
Over. That was my process. Emotions were
running high that time.”

He would get run out, attempting the
second run, though. What was he thinking
then? “I was pretty annoyed with myself. [
had to switch my head back on and had to
get the jo done for my team (in the Super
Over), he said yesterday during the celebra-
tions at The Oval.

“To be honest it has been an incredible
feeling. It hasn’t sunk in yet. The feelings,
yesterday and today, we will hold on to for-
ever. We managed to win what we wanted
to. We deserved to be in the final for all that
we have done for the last four years.
Obviously, we would have been devastated
if we had not managed to win that trophy,”
he said. “That’s how professional sport is.
You just have to flow with the emotions of
winning games and losing games. We are
going to enjoy these two days because we
deserved it. When the time for The Ashes
comes, we will put our head around and try
and win that as well.

SRIRAM VEERA

ATTH

: OvAL, A ROUND OF APPLAUSE

Fans mob England pacer Jofra Archer during a public celebration of their World Cup win at The Oval on Monday. Reuters

‘would be lying if 1 told you that
this World Cup win, as great and
dramatic as it was, would alter
the sporting landscape.I hope it
does, but it needs structural
reforms.’

sion in this land.

The answer is “maybe, maybe not”. It all
might come down to whether the ECB can
tap into this once-in-a-lifetime delirious-
ness. But it would also come down to what
the government-run schools do, he feels.

“Football is the go-to sport in govern-
ment schools. It has a monopoly over kids,
particularly white English kids. The percep-
tion is cricket is slow and boring. The T20s
have helped and hopefully, this greatest
game ever does its bit to that excitement.
The majority of government schools don’t
have competitive cricket teams. That’s the
reality. There was a spike in interest after

I WORLD CUP

England’s 2005 Ashes win in the kids, and
the ECB, to their credit, are doing what they
can — from running programs to tap 5- to
8-year-olds. Trying to catch them young.
But I would be lying if I told you that this
World Cup win, as great and dramatic as it
was, would alter the sporting landscape. |
hope it does, but it needs structural reforms
of sorts — from schools, from terrestrial TV
broadcasts (how will kids love a game that
they can’t even see?)and an effort from the
ECB to make it cool to the kids.”

Fletcher’s work has revolved around di-
versity and participation of British Asians
in the sport. “According to an ECB research,
30% of kids who play cricket in the country
are British Asians. But hardly any progress
through the professional system.” Yorkshire
Cricket consulted with Fletcher to find ex-
actly why that was happening.

“The key finding was that you can’t treat
everyone the same. In Yorkshire, the jobs of
Brit Asian fathers are still largely stereotyp-
ical: taxi drivers and in restaurant business
or small-time work. What that means is the
weekends where white English can take
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their kids to sports isn’t possible for the
Asians. That’s the time when they are earn-
ing the most. Not everyone can be captured
in the same way. We advocated to Yorkshire
that they have to change their policies, ap-
proaches and tailor it to the kids and par-
ents. Create cricket spaces and opportuni-
ties that suits the Brit Asians,” Fletcher says.

He worked with the ECB on how to get
more Asian elders to take up cricket coach-
ing to tackle that problem. If the coaches are
Asians, then perhaps more kids would
come and also, at the time of their conven-
ience. Fletcher went to work and found a
cultural problem. “What the Asian coaches,
the ones who could potentially coach kids
thatis, were telling us was that their way is
different from the English way. They didn’t
fitinto the English model of “proper cricket”
coaching. That they weren’t about batting
straight or getting the arm over in the right
way and running in measuredly. They just
wanted their kids to hit the ball as hard as
possible and runin and bowl as fast as they
can. Flair was their priority. They felt the
English system was against it. Controlling

their natural urges. They don’t want to
coach that way. Also, the coaching training
and certification was too expensive and
time consuming. The language was diffi-
cult,” Fletcher says.

Fletcher also talks about how cricket is
different from football in its popularity but
alsoinits loyalites. “Look, it’s easy for a Brit
Asian to support England in football or
rugby. England don’t play Pakistan, India, or
Bangladesh in those sports. They do in
cricket. Friction comes in. Obviously, no one
should tell which team people should sup-
port, but that friction throws up interesting
hurdles when it comes to grassroots cricket.
The administration and the culture of
cricket in the country needs to step up and
be more inclusive. They are trying, but they
can do a lot more.”

Perhaps, the entertaining and aggressive
style that England have played in this World
Cup and over the last four years — and the
fact that this team is very inclusive and di-
verse in its cast — can make a difference.
“Hopefully it does.” But can it change things
drastically? Fletcher remains sceptical.

e 1000 OPINIONS

Before last ball, Stokes thinks of Mushfiqur

Being a hero means not kissing away the game, going for cricket’s glory shot - the six. Ben Stokes remembered Bangladesh’s folly from 2016 in the clutch moments and
eschewed the big heave antics to steer England into the Super Over and later the World Cup title. The Indian Express 1ooks at the two teams that stood tall till the end
and moments thatll live forever in memories of every cricket watcher

Roob of the green

Alittle sprinkle of magic separated England
and New Zealand that both scored 256
(241+15) runs each in 51 overs. While the de-
bate on the boundaries rule and The Throw
will rage on for years, Eoin Morgan was asked
if it was some of the luck of the Irish that the
Dubliner brought to the England team. The
captain —no brash bloke himself -who’sbeen
shaded only because the Black Caps areled by
the endlessly charming Kane Williamson,
brought more than the leprechaun’s lime
shamrockto thefield. "We had Allahwith usas
well. I spoke to Adil Rashid, he said Allah was
definitely with us. I said we had the rub of the
green. Thatactually epitomises our team. We're
from quite diverse backgrounds and cultures
and guys grow up indifferent countries. Toac-
tually find humourin the situation we werein
attimeswas pretty cool,” he told the press later.

As adorable as the Kiwis have been, the
England team made a massive point even as
UK negotiates its Brexit ramifications. The
multi-cultural team was hailed by many -
Morgan had represented Ireland in interna-
tional cricket before switching to England,
Ben Stokes, who played the heroic knock in
the final, was born in New Zealand; Jason Roy;,

The English newspapers, as is their wont, were overflowing with
superlatives. celebrating England’s maiden World Cup triumph. Twitter

was bornin South Africaand England's spin-
ners Moeen Ali and Adil Rashid are third gen-
eration Pakistanis.

“With a captain born in Ireland & players

with roots from Barbados to Pakistan, South
Africa to New Zealand — fantastic & fitting to
see our uniquely English cricket team win the
World Cup here in our proudly diverse, global

sporting cap,” said London mayor Sadiq Khan.

Jacob Rees-Mogg, a Conservative IVIP, got
called a ‘twat’ after writing on social media
that “we clearly don’t need Europe towin”, a
comment that brought a landslide of criti-
cism, for both his ignorance and acute fool-
ishness in hijacking an inspiring victory by
the most diverse team to make a narrow
point. He was first reminded of his captain
being Irish, then schooled about how Joffra
Archerwas fast-tracked with arule-relaxation
by ECB, while Guardian quoted Rees-Mogg’s
fellow Conservative IMIP Ed Vaizey saying his
colleague was guilty of “slightly misjudging
the mood”, before adding that “while you're
on, the English captainis Irish”. Writer Alastair
Campbell suggested that “perhapsinstead of
making a silly Brextremist point, offer con-
gratulations to the Irish captain, the NZ-born
man of the match, and the Barbadian bowler
who gotitover the line”.

Kiwi who'’s a World champ

The phone at the Stokes household in
Christchurch has been buzzing ever since
New Zealand were pipped by England by the
slimmest margins in the World Cup final.
Gerard Stokes was proud of his son Ben's

“Evidence suggests hosting and success in
sporting events doesn’t always lead to more
participation in the long-term. It needs
structural and cultural changes: the way
cricket is dying in government schools, the
perception among white England that its
boring, the fact that they can’t even see it
on terrestrial television, the way it’s cus-
tomised to the Brit Asians (parents and
kids).” Hopefully the greatest cricket game
that the world has ever seen does its bits it
triggering those changes. Then Sam can
have more of his school mates pestering the
sports teacher at school for more cricket,
Isabella can have more girls from her pri-
mary school to play cricket, and Andrew can
find more pubs filled with cricket fans.

England's cricketers, meanwhile,
headed to 10 Downing Street to meet Prime
Minister Theresa May at 7pm. May is on her
way out as a result of the Brexit mess. Sports
is almost the only source of joy in the coun-
try thatis going though chaotic times. In the
end, ironically, it isn't football, the opium of
the masses, which has provided the high,
but the neglected sport of cricket.

achievement at Lord's on Sunday evening, but

the downside toit was that he hasbeen at the
receiving end of taunts about being 'the most
hated father in New Zealand.' "People have
been calling since morning to tellme thatI'm
probably the most hated father in New
Zealand. That was pretty tongue-in-cheek, I
hope it was anyway," he told 1 News. The
Stokes had migrated to England in 2003
where Gerard took a rugby league coaching
contract, while 12-year-old Ben began to
chalk out his path in the game of cricket.

Drama, but it wasn’t the Saffers

The ‘super over’ was designed to find a
winner in case amatch ended with the scores
level. Beyond that, the ‘most boundaries' rule
comes across as a vague decider. Kane
Williamson was asked if it's fair for such arule
to decide a World Cup final. “I suppose you
never thought you would have to ask that
question and I never thoughtIwould have to
answer it,” came his response. “The rules are
there at the start. No one probably thought
they would have to sort of resort to some of
that stuff. But yeah, very tough to swallow.”

Eoin Morgan affirmed that he needed to
be reminded about the rule. “When we took
to the field,” was when England knew the
rule. “I asked what would happen because
we satinameeting pre-tournament and then
when it got close to the chase we started re-
freshing our minds whether it was going to
be a Super Over or not and then communi-
cation from [fourth umpire| Aleem Dar up to
the changing room before we batted and then
reaffirmed when we wentout tofield.” Sothe
most number of boundaries hit (England 26,
NZ 17) eventually decided the champions.
Whosaiditisn'tabatsman’'sgame?  ENS
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SOMETIME NEAR midnight on Sunday in
London, a notification would have popped
up in the phone screen of Kane Williamson.
Atext message that would have read: “I was
proud of you and what the team has
achieved. I look forward to seeing you back
home on your surf.”

It's past noon in New Zealand, several
hours after the epic World Cup final, and
David Johnston, the man who texted the
New Zealand captain, has not slept through
the night but has been ruminating in the
morning about the greatest match of all time.
He is Kane Williamson’s mentor and coach
from childhood and sat through the Sunday
night, tensed on the couch at his grandchil-
dren’s place in Christchurch.

A calmlogical man of order and method,
like Kane, but he has one superstition: he
doesn’t move from his place when
Williamson is batting. On Tuesday night,
Williamson'’s batting didn’t make him
frozen to one place for a long time but his
team’s bowling did. Johnston barely moved,
sitting here transfixed during the chase.
Cricket consumed his night. Hope, joy,
worry, shrug at fate, a fist at the rules, and a
sigh at how a boundary rule ended it all.

“Ijust don’t understand it. I don’t under-
stand the boundaries rule. It takes away from
the craft and skill of this most beautiful game
inthe world. England deserved to win - they
played attractive cricket but what a way to
get there,” Johnston tells The Indian Express.
Hereadily agrees to relive the epic moments
from the match, in a chronological order.

The first event that crops up was what he
made of the decision at the toss and the pitch.
“Once again, Kane had made the right call.
Three-fourths into the match, it became ev-
ident that it was a slow-seaming sort of a
pitch where 255 runs
would be a good score.
And New Zealand, in this
tournament, have de-
fended better than chas-
ing. So, Kane did the right
thing.”

The first significant
episode that came up in
the chat was Ross Taylor’s
Ibw. Felt robbed there,
Dave? “Well, it was an iffy
decision but umpires do
make mistakes. I think
Guppy (Martin Guptill)
shouldn’t have wasted
the review after his Ibw.
Taylor then could have
gone for the DRS.Itwas a
huge moment to say the
least. Kane didn’t stay
long but the rest fought
and [ was happy with the
score. Thought, probably
10-15 more runs would
have been great but this

“ljust don’t understandit.
I don’t understand the
boundariesrule. It takes
away from the craft and
skill of this most beautiful
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Final retold

David Johnston, Kane Williamson’s childhood coach, recounts the tension and drama of the greatest ODI ever played

ried about him.”

Did he fret about Ben Stokes, the boy who
was bornin New Zealand? “Ha! I knew he is
a scrapper, always ready for a fight on the
field. I knew he won’t give up but it was
Buttler who first settled down the nerves. His
knock was crucial and how well did Stokes
respond. Magnificent effort from the lad.”
And then Buttler fell, slicing one to deep
point. Johnston got up from his couch. But he
still wasn’t sure about the game.

“I thought it was a bit late-ish but [ was
watching to see if pressure creates mind
games on the other batsmen.” It certainly did,
and even as Stokes stood, few others began to
fall. “But the run-rate was always manage-
able - Jos and Stokes had ensured that. So, |
was thinking wickets at that stage. Else,
English win wasn’t out of question. I remem-
ber you messaged me that this is done now
or something like itand I told you, didn’t I, it
was tight. Hold on!”

But Dave, surely even you must have
thought it was over when Stokes hit that ball
in the sky in the second-last over?

“Ohyes. Especially [ knew it was Boult out
there. Not sure what I was thinking at that
point but I was hoping he would take it. He
did take it but he stepped back. You know the
funny thing, I have seen him so many times
in similar situations — he would catch the
ball, throw it in the air, step out of the bound-
ary, get back and catchit. This time, it was al-
most as if he forgot where his foot was. How
close he was to the boundary.” Pressure?
“Hmmm, maybe intense focus to shut out
everything — that he was only looking at the
ball and trying to catch it in the first place.
The head is a strange place in such situations.
You never know what thoughts swirl inside
it.”

It came down to 15 from the last Boult
over. “I was confident that time, for the first
time in the chase really. Boult is extremely
hard to get away for so much and he started

with two dot balls too.”
Then came a six - “You
are bound to be hit a
boundary or two in that
scenario. No sweat.Iwas
calm and chilled then.”

‘Strange game’
Then came those
overthrows that now the
cricketing world is debat-
ing over. “It was such a
strange feeling. I sat there
watching the ball roll
away, [ didn’t even know
what to feel. Not anger
but it was weird. The
rulesare therules asum-
pires interpret it, I guess.
But tell you what, just
imagine if the ball had not
gone to the boundary.
England, Stokes certainly
gave that impression,
wouldn’t have run. They
wouldn’t have taken three

is the World Cup final we ) runs or whatever. Only
are talking about. The gamelin the world. because it went over the
pressure of a chase can England deserved to win boundary, they got that. It
get stifling for the very __ they played attractive was“such astrange gam(?.
best. So, I was feeling . It was as if it wasn’t
okay.” cricket but whata way to meant to be this time for

But the man who getthere."
coaches Kane doesn’t
miss much. You mention
Mitch Santner and he im-
mediately laughs, “only if
he hadn’t ducked that last
ball, eh? That'’s the pressure I am talking
about. It does strange things. He knows it was
the last ball, he knew he had to swing at it —
and when I saw it was the bouncer, [ was
hoping for an top-edged four! But he ducked.
Was he hoping it would be wide, I don’t
know. Who would have thought that ball
also would end up playing a small role in
defining the margins in the end.”

The chase began. Trent Boult served up a
cracker of a nip-backer first ball to Jason Roy
but the umpire didn’t agree with his scream
of a plea for Ibw. “I thought that was out. |
didn’t exactly jump up butIwas urging Kane
to go for the DRS.”

And the replays showed it was clipping
the leg stump. “Had it been given, especially
with the way Matt Henry - how good he has
been for us this tournament, hope his efforts
don’t go unnoticed - (Don’t worry Dave, Rohit
Sharma and India would remember him)
and Boulty bowled. So many play and misses,
rapped on the pads - and had they Jason out,
itwould brought every one very early in the
game. Morgan, Root, Stokes - and who knows
then what could have happened?!” That
laugh again. “But at 80/4, or whatever, |
thought we are in good space.”

Williamson brought on Colin de
Grandhomme for some medium pace. “Colin
was the right call. It was a pitch that suited
him. A bit up and down, ball holding up oc-
casionally - perfect for Colin. He even created
a chance against Jonny, didn’t he but it was-
n't an easy caught-and-bowled chance. It
was clear in the morning that it wasn’t going
to be a turning wicket. We saw that when
Adil Rashid bowled. The quickies and the
medium pacers were the answer.”

When England hit panic station in the
middle, Johnston was hopeful.

“That’s pressure. I thought at that time
this could be ours. Because apart from the
game against Australia, England haven’t
chased well and Roy had made sure in that
game that lower middle order won’t be
tested. Under pressure, | thought they
might succumb but I was wary of Jos
Buttler. People see him as a hitter but I
don’t: he always seem calm and collected,
and in control out there. So I was a bit wor-

DAVID JOHNSTON
WILLIAMSON'S CHILDHOOD COACH

us. That’s the feeling I
think I got then. I just sat
there, gaping at the telly
and mumbling some-
thing about fate to my
wife.”

But then, Stokes decides to pat the last
ball away, a full toss, to try running a two.

“I think he predetermined it, that he
won't go for a big shot. He would have prob-
ably preferred turning it for two runs. Had it
been any other match other than the final, I
think he would have stood there and
smashed it for a six. But probably if it weren’t
the final, Boult too might have nailed the
yorkers as he did against Australia. Pressure.
You have to evaluate and chose options. Good
to have a clear mind. That’s what Kane does.
That’s what Stokes did too there, I thought.
Good on the boy.”

Left-arm seamer Trent Boult just couldn’t
get to hisideal selfin the Super Over. “Yes, he
couldn’t. Safe to say it wasn’t his best over.
Full tosses and length balls.”

Was he fine with the choice of Jimmy
Neesham and Martin Guptill, considering the
opener hasn’t been in great form. Why did
Kane chose to go with him?

“It was the right decision. Two things.
One, Guppy can hit the ball long and hard,
and he had showed a semblance of form
earlier in the day. Also, at that stage, the
bowler isn’t going to bowl those
outswinger and inswingers that you see at
the start of a regular innings. This is the
Super Over. They bowl it like the last over of
the game. So, Guptill wasn’t in danger of
nicking an outswinger to a packed slip cor-
don. The ball was either going to be really
full, almost yorkers, or slower or bouncers.
His game could handle that. Secondly, heis
the best runner between wickets. They
would need to run quick twos, and he was
perfect. But that was the irony that this great
game threw at us, right. He was run out in
the end.”

So were New Zealand - run out by bound-
ary rules.

Johnston hears about how Kane held his
composure and humour, even at press con-
ferences and asks “how did the media react?”
And is chuffed when told that an Indian jour-
nalist actually stood up and applauded him
for the way he held himself during the
match. “That’s fantastic. Kane is a class oper-
ator. This was a great game for cricket’s pro-
file but very cruel .”

New Zealand skipper Kane Williamson just before the award ceremony of the World Cup final at Lord’s. AP

Everybody
loved it? The
English loved
it more than
we did: Kane

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON, JULY 15

A “GUTTED” New Zealand captain Kane
Williamson finds it difficult to accept that his
team lost the World Cup final to England on a
“boundary countback” rule but the revered
“gentleman” of the 'Gentlemen's game' isn't
angry aboutit. New Zealand lost to England in
perhaps the greatest World Cup final at the
Lord's on Sunday due to inferior boundary
count (16 in 50 overs to hosts' 24) after both
the regulation 50 overs and the Super Over
ended in ties. “I suppose you never thought
youwould have to ask that question and I never
thought I would have to answer it (smiling),”
was his reaction when asked about the rule.
“While the emotions are raw, it is pretty hard
to swallow when two teams have worked re-
ally, really hard to get to this moment in time.

“When sort of two attempts to separate
them with a winner and a loser it still does-
n't perhaps sort of shine with one side com-
ing through, you know,” Williamson
summed it up nicely. However, like a true
sportsman, he had no intention of question-
ing the questionable rules set by governing
body, slammed as "ridiculous” by former
cricketers. “Itis what it s, really. The rules are
there at the start. No-one probably thought
they would have to sort of result to some of
that stuff. A great game of cricket and all you
guys probably enjoyed it,” he said.

Whether it's the overthrows off a re-
bound or boundary count-back, Williamson
says that he can't blame the rules which have
been in place for some time now. “The rules
are there [ guess, aren't they. And certainly
something youdon't consider going into the
match that maybe if we could have an extra
boundary and then tied two attempts at win-
ning, it we will get across the line and they
didn't think that either,” he said.

There was a lot of pain in his smile. The
eyes were a giveaway. What could he have
done, laugh, cry or be angry at what hap-
pened an hour back? “Laugh or cry, it's your
choice, isn't it? It's not anger. There's a lot of
disappointment, I suppose. Yeah, the guys
are really feeling it and I think it's probably
more down to some of the uncontrollables
that go on when they have putin such a huge
amount of effort," he said.

Laugh or cry, it's your choice,
isn'tit? It'snotanger. There'sa
lot of disappointment, |
suppose. Yeah, the guys are
really feeling it and | thinkit's
probably more down to some of
the uncontrollables.”

KANE WILLIAMSON
IN THE POST-MATCH MEDIA CONFERENCE

Five or six runs... talking point the day after

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA, JULY 15

DURING THE many unreal moments that
marked the last few overs of the World Cup
final between England and New Zealand an
umpiring error went unnoticed, a fact con-
firmed by former ICC Elite panel umpire
Simon Taufel. Two on-field umpires, Kumar
Dharmasena and Marais Erasmus, awarded
six runs, instead of five, to an overthrow from
Martin Guptill in the 50th over during
England’s run chase.

This was despite the fact that the two bats-
men, Ben Stokes and Adil Rashid, didn’t cross,
as they went for a second run and the ball ac-
cidentally deflected off Stokes’s bat to the
boundary. This was an error of judgement on
the part of the umpires and awarding six runs
contradicted MCC’s Law 19.8. Taufel, now a
member of the MCC laws sub-committee,
confirmed that the match officials made a
“mistake”. Also, Rashid should have faced the
next ball.

“It'saclear mistake... it'sanerror of judg-
ment. They (England) should have been
awarded five runs, not six.” Taufel, who won
the ICC’s Umpire of Year award five times,
told foxsports.com.au.

England were chasing 242 for victory and
with nine runs needed off the final three de-
liveries, Stokes and Rashid went for a second,
when Guptill’s throw from deep mid-wicket
ricocheted off Stokes’s bat and went for a
four. After consultation, Dharmasena and
Erasmus awarded six runs to England, which
brought the equation down to three off two
balls and also allowed Stokes to keep strike.

Law 19.8 of the MCC rulebook states: “If the
boundary results from an overthrow or from
the wilful act of a fielder, the runs scored shall
be any runs for penalties awarded to either side
and the allowance for the boundary and the
runs completed by the batsmen, together with

Ben Stokes gestures to say he didn’t
intentionally deflect the ball. AP

the runin progressif they had already crossed
at the instant of the throw or act.”

Going by the rulebook, it should have
been five runs (one plus four) because TV re-
plays showed Stokes and Rashid didn’t cross
at the instant Guptill threw the ball. The
equation should have been four runs off the
final two deliveries, with tail-ender Rashid
facing the next ball. Stokes faced the next two
balls instead and scored two runs to take the
game to Super Over, where England trumped
New Zealand on boundary-count.

The matter wasn't referred to the TV um-
pire, Rod Tucker. Asked about this, an ICC offi-
cial told The Indian Express: “No, the umpires
take decisions on the field of play with theirin-
terpretations of the rules and we don’t com-
ment on any decisions as a matter of policy.”

Taufel, too, defended the match officials,
saying: “In the heat of what was going on,
they thought there was a good chance the
batsmen had crossed at the instant of the
throw.” He added: “Obviously TV replays

What the rule book says wheniit
comes tooverthrows

The operative partin this case s
“..together with the run in progress if
they had already crossed at the instant
of the throw or act” in Law

19.8, described in the story.

While going for a second

run, if Ben Stokes and Adil

Rashid had crossed before

or at the instant Martin

Guptill threw the ball, the

second run would have

counted, along with four

overthrows. With the umpires making
an “error” and interpreting it that way,

showed otherwise.”

Taufel also explained the degree of diffi-
culty that Dharmasena and Erasmus faced:
“The difficulty you (umpires) have here is
you've got to watch batsmen completing
runs, then change focus and watch for the
ball being picked up, and watch for the re-
lease. You also have to watch where the bats-
men are at that exact moment.”

While the ex-umpire acknowledged
that the decision “influenced the game”, he
said it would be “unfair” to say it decided
the outcome. “It’s unfair on England, New
Zealand and the umpires involved to say it
decided the outcome,” Taufel said, while
describing Dharmasena and Erasmus as
“the best of the best”.

Lord’s witnessed one of England’s biggest
sporting triumphs on Sunday, along with the
1966 Fifa World Cup win and the 2003 rugby
World Cup win. And it’s a coincidence that
like the 1966 football World Cup final, yes-
terday also, there was an element of contro-

an extra run was added to England’s
total, which allowed Stokes to face the
next ball from Trent Boult. But TV
replays showed the
batsmen didn’t cross. So, five
runs - the first completed
single and four overthrows —
should have been added to
England’s total. And as the
second run wasn'’t
completed at the point of
release from the fielder,
Rashid should have been on strike for
the next ball instead of Stokes.

versy. Fifty-three years ago at Wembley, it
was Geoff Hurst's controversial extra-time
goal, which tilted the balance in England’s
favour against West Germany. At Lord’s, it
was the overthrow.

Former India opener Aakash Chopra,
however, called it the ‘Bat of God’ a la Diego
Maradona’s ‘Hand of God’ against England
in the 1986 football World Cup. “We had the
Hand Of God all those years ago.... We saw
the Bat Of God at Lord’s today. Those four ex-
tra runs off Stoke’s bat...phew,” he tweeted.

But Man of the Match Stokes was apolo-
getic. “I said to Kane Williamson, [ will be
apologising for that for the rest of my life,”
the Christchurch-born England allrounder
said after the match. The New Zealand cap-
tain, who was given a standing ovation at the
post-match press conference, was gracious
in defeat. “I don’t wish to nitpick, just hope
it never happens in such moments ever
again,” Williamson said.
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“TH SYMPHONY

Novak Djokovic holds up the trophy — his fifth Wimbledon
trophy — after defeating Roger Federer during the final on

Sunday evening.

Quest to become
people’s champion

Novak wants to become crowd favourite even
if he overtakes Federer’s Grand Slam tally

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
LONDON, JULY 15

NOVAK DJOKOVIC has vowed to
convince fans that he is not public
enemy number one evenif he sur-
passes people’s champion Roger
Federer as the greatest Grand Slam
title winner of all time.

The world No.1 saved two
match points to clinch a fifth
Wimbledon title and 16th major
onSunday, shattering Federer’s bid
to become the oldest Grand Slam
championin thelongest final ever
contested at the tournament.
Despite being outplayed by the 37-
year-old Swiss for large parts of the
knife-edge encounter, the top seed
emerged victorious 7-6(7/5), 1-6,
7-6(7/4),4-6,13-12(7/3). At four
hours and 57 minutes, it was the
longest Wimbledon final and the
first to be settled by a final set
tiebreak. Djokovic is the first man
in 71 years to win the title from
match points down, saving twoin
the 16th game of the deciding set.

His major title tally is now just
two behind Rafael Nadal and four
off the all-time men’s Grand Slam
record of 20 held by Federer. He
has time on his side, being a year
younger than Nadal and more
than five years younger than the
legendary Swiss.

After Sunday’s epic triumph,
Djokovic revealed he was able to
turn the overwhelmingly pro-
Federer, 14,000-strong Centre
Court crowd in his favour by train-
ing his mind. “Ilike to transmutate
it in a way: When the crowd is
chanting ‘Roger’ I hear ‘Novak’,”
said the 32-year-old Djokovic. “It
sounds silly, butit s like that.”

Djokovic has spent the best
part of his career in pursuit of
Nadaland Federer and attempting
to seduce fans sceptical of his char-
acter. Formany heis viewed as too
intense, too insincere, too calculat-
ingand prone to fads. Federer and
Nadal, in comparison, are treated
almost reverentially. “It's hard to
not be aware of the crowd. You
have that kind of electric atmos-
phere, that kind of noise,” said
Djokovic. “Of course, if you have
the majority of the crowd on your
side,ithelps. Whenyoudon’t,then
you have to find it within, I guess.”

Djokovic insists he won't get
distracted by the pursuit of
Federer’s record haul. “Whether
I'm going to be able to do it or not,
Idon’t know.I'mnotreally looking
at age as a restriction of any kind
for me at least. What I said on the
court, I really meant it: Roger re-
ally inspires me with his effort at
his age. It just depends how long
I'm going to play, whether I'm go-
ing to have a chance to make his-
toric No. 1 or Slams.”

When asked if he sees himself
still playing at 37, Djokovic said the
motivation to be treated with the
same respectis strong. Eventually,
hearing screams of “Let’s go,
Novak; let’s go” will be more than
welcome. “Hopefully in five years’
time I can be hearing the same
chants.” Djokovicis by far the most
consistent of the ‘Big Three’ at the
Slams. Since the start of 2015, he
has won nine of the 19 majors
played with Nadal winning four
and Federer three. The other three
have been split between Stan
Wawrinka (two) and Andy
Murray (one). On Sunday,
Djokovic saved match pointsinthe
16th game of the deciding set,
which ran for over two hours and
was settled by a 12-12 tiebreak for
the first time in a singles match at
the tournament.

Itwas another display of stun-
ning mental fortitude. He hasbeen
insimilar predicaments in the past
against Federer — saving two
match points in both of his semi-fi-
nal victories over the Swiss at the
2010and 2011 USOpens. “Tjusttry
to never lose self-belief, just stay
calm, justfocusontrying togetthe
ball back, return, which wasn’t
serving me very well today. Butin
the most important moments, all
three tiebreaksguess, I found my
best game.” He was off the pace
for large parts of the final, only
carvingout his first break pointsin
the eighth game of the fourth set.

Federer won more points in
the match with 218 to 204, broke
serve seven times compared to
three, hit 25 aces to 10and 94 win-
ners to Djokovic’s 54. “I thought |
could have played better. But the
one thing thatallowed me tocome
back and save match points and
win this match was the mental
stability,” he admitted.

Mabhrez free-kick puts
Algeria in Nations Cup final

Cairo: Riyad Mahrezrifled ina
stoppage-time free-kick toearn
Algeria a dramatic 2-1 victory
over three-time champions
Nigeria and set up a rematch
with Senegal in the Africa Cup
of Nations final. Algeria led
through afirst-half own goal by
William Troost-Ekong before
Nigeria equalised withan Odion
Ighalo penalty on 72 minutes
awarded after a VAR review.
However, as extra time
looked necessary, Mahrez
blasted in from 20 yards with
thelastkick of the matchtosend
the Desert Foxes through to
their first final since lifting the
trophy for the only time in 1990.
Algeria will take on Sadio
Mane’s Senegal for the title on
July 19, in a repeat of a group

stage clash they won 1-0.

“We are very happy tobein
the final of the Africa Cup of
Nations becauseitis something
very special,” said Mahrez. “It
wasour goal todoit for the peo-
ple and for our families. We
know they are behind us all the
way. It's my most important
goal for the national dream. Yes,
it's my dream to win it and
hopefully we will be able to.”

Nigeria coach Gernot Rohr
conceded Algeria were worthy
winners after denying the Super
Eagles the chance tocompetein
an eighth final. “I have to con-
gratulate the players for a big
fight against this very good
team. They won it in the last
minute and they deserved it,”
said Rohr. AFP
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Neymar returns to PSG training with speculation over future

AFP
PARIS, JULY 15

NEYMAR SHOWED up for train-
ing at Paris Saint-Germain on
Monday, according to French
media reports, a week late and
days after controversially claim-
ing his best football memory was
beating PSG when he played for

Barcelona. A video posted on the
website of leading sports daily
L’Equipe showed the 27-year-old
Brazilian — his hair dyed perox-
ide blonde - getting out of a black
Mercedes van at the club’s train-
ing ground in the suburbs of the
French capital.

PSG officially began pre-sea-
son training last Monday but
Neymar, linked with amove back

to Barcelona, was not there, with
the player’s camp maintaining
he had a prior agreement to stay
away. The French champions re-
sponded last week by threaten-
ing to take “appropriate action”
against the world’s most expen-
sive player, who said he had
stayed in Brazil to attend a char-
ity five-a-side football tourna-
ment run by his foundation, the
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Neymar Institute.

On Saturday, Neymar, who
joined PSG for 222 million euros
($264 million at the time) from
Barcelonain 2017, made a series
of remarks that strained his re-
lationship further with the club
and sparked outrage on social
media. Asked by online sports
channel Oh My Goal about his
best memory in football, the

troubled superstar cited
Barcelona’s incredible 2017
Champions League victory over
PSG when he was part of the
team that overturned a 4-0 first-
leg deficit by winning 6-1 in the
second leg of their last-16 tie.
Earlier in the day, Neymar
posted a 10-second video of
himself in a Barcelona shirt and
a quote from the Bible: “No

weapon turned against you will
prosper.”

Neymar’s father, who is also
the player’s representative, later
defended his soninan Instagram
post, saying: “Atno point did my
son show alack of respect to PSG
or the players who played in that
game in 2017. My son plays for
PSG, but he can’t simply ignore
his past.



