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‘Yet to get over semifinal loss’

India’s fielding coach Sridhar says team was devastated when Dhoni was run out

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM
HYDERABAD

India’s fielding coach R. Srid-
har said he was still strug-
gling to get over the “huge
disappointment” of losing to
New Zealand in the semifi-
nals of the 2019 ICC World
Cup.

“Given the terrific journey
we had in reaching the semi-
final, I am yet to get over
from that loss,” said Sridhar,
in an exclusive chat with The
Hindu.

Without going into any de-
bate of sorts about ‘finisher’
M.S. Dhoni going down the
order in that big match, Srid-
har felt that India fought
back remarkably after the
early setbacks to take the
match to the final overs.

Tense moments

“As long as MS was there, we
thought we were always in
the game. But, once he got
run out unfortunately in
those tense moments, it was
all over,” the former Hydera-
bad left-arm spinner said.

“We were absolutely de-
vastated once he got out. For
we knew it was a matter of
three sixes from Dhoni and
he had already got one by
then,” he added.

“The mood was very posi-
tive before the semis. I tell
you this has been a great
World Cup given the way the
players put their body on the
line right through,” he said.

“Honestly, I am not look-
ing for an excuse when I ref-
er to the semifinal going into
the reserve day because of
rains on the match day. But,
there was a lot on offer for
the new ball on the second
morning because it was clou-
dy and cold.

“However, it happens to

Unfortunate: R. Sridhar says it was just a matter of three sixes had M.S. Dhoni not been
dismissed in the World Cup semifinal. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

any team and we have to just
move on,” said Sridhar, who
has been with the Indian
team for five years now in-
cluding the 2015 World Cup.

Good conversion rate

On the overall fielding stan-
dards of India, Sridhar said
that the conversion rate in

Hirwani to work with
Indian women’s team

Likely to travel with squad on select
assignments as a spin consultant

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Former India international
and National Cricket Acade-
my (NCA) spin coach Naren-
dra Hirwani is set to work as
a consultant with the coun-
try’s women’s team.

It has been learnt that
Hirwani, who played 17
Tests and 18 ODIs for India,
will travel with the team on
select assignments starting
with the home series against
South Africa in September.

India’s T20 captain Har-
manpreet Kaur had recently
expressed the need for a
spin coach considering the
team is full of spinners, in-
cluding Poonam Yadav, Ekta
Bisht and Deepti Sharma.

“It is not a full-time role
since he is busy at the Na-
tional Cricket Academy. He
will travel with the team on
and off. He also worked with
them briefly during the
team’s recent camp at NCA,”
a BCCI official said on
Thursday.

lan Chappell
reveals battle
with cancer

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MELBOURNE

Former Australian captain
Ian Chappell on Thursday
revealed he was battling
skin cancer, but the 75-
year-old expected to be fit
enough to commentate
when the Ashes comes call-
ing next month.

Chappell, who played 75
Tests for Australia between
1964 and 1980, has com-
pleted five weeks of intense
radiation therapy after he
had skin cancers removed
from his shoulder, neck
and underarm.

“When you hit 70 you
feel (vulnerable) anyhow,
but I guess I’'ve got so used
to bloody skin cancers over
the years, and the fact that
none of them have been
melanomas, probably pro-
vides a bit of comfort. It
may be naivety on my
part,” said Chappell.
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Narendra Hirwani.
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The team doesn’t need a
batting coach with head
coach and former India bat-
sman W.V. Raman in charge
but it could do with a fast
bowling coach.

“Like the men’s team,
there should be a dedicated
support staff for the wo-
men’s team,” a source close
to the side said.

India, which has lost its
last six T20s, has begun
preparations for the T20
World Cup in Australia in
February-March next year.

terms of catching was excep-
tional with Jadeja being out-
standing; so were Virat and
the others.

“Well, personally, I will be
looking at the forthcoming
West Indies tour as the last
assignment before the cur-
rent contract ends. I am
grateful to head coach Ravi

(Shastri), MS (Dhoni), Virat
and bowling coach B. Arun
for their great support,” he
said.

“Since we qualify for se-
lection as support staff, we
need not apply again. Any-
how, I take things as they
come and not too think too
far ahead,” said Sridhar.

CoA clips BCCI secretary’s wings

Chief of the selection committee to convene meetings

G. VISWANATH
MUMBAI

An elected officer-bearer of
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI), Ami-
tabh Choudhary — elected as
joint-secretary on March 2,
2015, but asked to discharge
the duties of the secretary by
the Supreme Court on Janu-
ary 2, 2017 — was on Thurs-
day abruptly stripped of his
powers to convene the se-
nior national selection com-
mittee meeting, by the Com-
mittee of Administrators
(CoA).

Selection meeting on
Saturday or Sunday

The selection committee
meetings will now be con-
vened by the chairperson of
the different selection com-
mittees. In the case of the se-
nior men’s team, it would be
M.S.K. Prasad. The meeting
may be held on Saturday or
Sunday.

Incidentally,  Thursday
was the third anniversary of
the apex court order that ac-
cepted the Lodha reforms,
but nothing tangible has
changed except for the CoA
implementing the radical re-
forms in bits and pieces.

Sources privy to the deve-
lopments leading to the
scheduled selection commit-
tee meeting to pick teams for
the West Indies tour here on
Friday (July 19) said, a major-
ity decision among the three
in the CoA - Vinod Rai, Dia-
na Edulji and Lt. Gen. (Retd.)
Ravi Thodge — resulted in a
fresh set of directives, notify-
ing the new process of selec-
tion committing meetings
for all national teams, posted
on the BCCI website on
Thursday afternoon.

It has turned out that Dia-
na, who has had run-ins with

Changing hands: M.S.K. Prasad will chair the upcoming

selection meeting in place of Amitabh Choudhary,
under the new dispensation. =FILE PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE

Rai in the past, did not like
the idea of the secretary’s
right as convenor of the se-
nior selection committee be-
ing taken away three months
before the BCCI’s proposed
AGM on October 22.

New Constitution cited
The CoA note cited the New
BCCI Constitution registered
with the Registrar of Socie-
ties, Tamil Nadu, in August
2018, to eliminate the secre-
tary from convening meet-
ings related to cricketing
matters.

The question that was
raised by a handful of former
BCCI officials after the CoA
directive was: “Why did this
occur to the CoA and Rai all
of sudden, when Choudhary
had convened selection
meetings after the New BCCI
Constitution was
registered?”

The CoA note said, “ex-
cept on overseas tours, the
chairperson of the respec-
tive selection committee — (i)
men’s selection committee,
(i) junior selection commit-
tee and (iii) women’s selec-
tion committee — shall con-
vene the meetings. On
overseas tours the adminis-
trative manager shall con-

vene the meetings in accor-
dance with the relevant
provision of the New BCCI
Constitution. Neither any of-
ficer-bearer nor the CEO
shall attend any cricket
committee.”

No approval needed

The note also said that the
selection committee does
not need any approval either
from the hon. secretary or
the CEO in relation to any se-
lection made or change or
replacement in the team.

The Lodha panel recom-
mendations had said that
“the secretary (of the BCCI)
shall keep and maintain the
minutes of Annual and Spe-
cial meetings of the General
Body, the Meetings of the
Apex Council and of the
Committees appointed by
the General Body in appro-
priate books and shall cause
them to be properly and cor-
rectly recorded and con-
firmed.”

Outlining the function of
the joint-secretary (of the
BCCI), the Lodha panel had
said: The joint-secretary
shall convene and keep mi-
nutes of the Committees that
may be placed in his charge,
or the secretary, at the AGM.

Shubhankar one-under after monster birdie

Mcllroy staring at missing the cut after a horror opening of eight-over 79; Woods too struggles
.l
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Shubhankar Sharma holed a
monstrous 40-footer for a
birdie after a steady stream
of pars to get to one-under in
his first round of the 148th
Open Championships, here.

He was  one-under
through 16 holes as the
course did offer birdies but
made players work for it.

Shubhankar played in
elite company of world num-
ber one Brooks Koepka, who
has been the most dominant
golfer in the last couple of
years with four Major wins in
nine starts.

Koepla was four-under
through 14 and shared the
lead with early leader Scot-
sman Shane Lowry (67).

Shubhankar has been
drawn with Koepka and Afri-
ca No. 1 Louis Oosthuizen,
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Holding his own: Shubhankar Sharma didn't let the conditions or playing with an elite company

affect hisgame. =ap

who was three-under after
15.

Rough weather
The trio played in weather
that saw rain making regular
appearances with some res-
pite in between. But when it
did come down, it often
came down hard.
Shubhankar had a couple

of birdie chances but also
made some good pars on a
course that was tricky and
put premium on good place-
ments in many places.
Koepka birdied Par-5 se-
cond, fifth, Par-5 12th and
14th and missed out only one
Par-5, the seventh, which he
parred. He had no bogeys.
Tiger Woods made a horri-

India breezes through to the semifinals

Manika and Madhurika hit speed bumps but still advance

C'WEALTH TT

AMOL KARHADKAR
CUTTACK

India’s paddlers continued
their unbeaten run to sail in-
to the semifinals by topping
their groups in the Super
Eights of the 21st Common-
wealth Table Tennis Cham-
pionship here on Thursday.

Taking into consideration
Wednesday’s medal rounds
and the individual events to
follow, both teams gave an
opportunity to each of the
five players in the squad.
Despite rotating players, the
teams didn’t drop a match
on Thursday. The men sailed
past Sri Lanka, Malaysia and
Wales with an identical sco-
reline of 3-0.

Similarly, the women too
rotated players and main-
tained a clean slate against
Wales, Malaysia and Nigeria.
Manika Batra and Madhurika

Effective: Manika Batra helped India maintain its dominance in

the league stage. =BISWARANJAN ROUT

Patkar both survived scares
against Malaysia but main-
tained their composure in
the deciding game against
the contrasting styles of Ho
Ying and Chang Alice Li Sian.

Important results: Super
Eights: Men: India bt Sri Lanka
3-0 (A. Amalraj bt Krishan
Wickramarathna 11-5, 11-6,
11-3; G. Sathiyan bt Nirmala
Jayasinghe 11-5, 11-3, 11-4; Ma-
nav Thakkar bt Milinda Laksh-

itha 8-11, 11-4, 11-8, 11-1); India
bt Malaysia 3-0 (Amalraj bt
Feng Chee Leong 7-11, 12-10,
11-7, 11-8; Sharath Kamal bt
M.A.H. Muhamad Rizal 11-9,
11-8, 11-6; Harmeet Desai bt Qi
Shen Wong 11-2, 11-4, 11-4); In-
dia bt Wales 3-0 (Thakkar bt
Dean Cundy 11-9, 11-6, 11-3;
Desai bt Callum Evans 11-9,
11-7, 11-5; Amalraj bt Benedict
Watson 11-5, 11-6, 11-5).
Semifinal line-up: India vs Sin-
gapore, Malaysia vs England.

Women: India bt Wales 3-0
(Madhurika Patkar bt Charlotte
Carey 5-11,11-8, 11-5, 11-8; Ar-
chana Kamath bt Beth Richards
11-8, 11-6, 11-7; Ayhika Mukher-
jee bt Lara Whitton 11-3, 11-8,
11-7); Nigeria bt Malaysia 3-1;
India bt Malaysia 3-0 (Archana
bt Tee Ai Xin 11-6, 12-10, 11-6;
Manika Batra bt Ho Ying 13-11,
8-11, 7-11, 12-10, 11-9; Madhuri-
ka bt Chang Alice Li Sian 11-8,
8-11, 11-2, 6-11, 11-5); India bt
Nigeria 3-0 (Archana bt Offiong
Edem 6-11, 11-4, 11-5, 11-8; Ma-
nika bt Ajoke Ojomu 11-4,1-3,
11-4; Sutirtha Mukherjee bt Ce-
cilia Akan 11-4, 11-8, 11-8).
Semifinal line-up: Women: In-
dia vs Singapore, England vs
Nigeria.

Singles seedings: Men: G.
Sathiyan, Sharath Kamal, Sa-
muel Walker (Eng), Hu Heming
(Aus), Amalraj, Desai, Olajide
Omotoyo (Ngr), Thakkar.
Women: Manika, Ho Tin-Tin
(Eng), Madhurika, Charlotte
Carey (Wal), Archana, Ho Ying
(Mas), Melissa Tapper (Aus),
Michelle Bromley (Aus).

ble start to his bid for a 16th
Major title, slipping to six-ov-
er par after only 10 holes of
his opening round. Strug-
gling off the tee, the 43-year-
old American started with
four straight pars before his
game fell apart dramatically.

His troubles followed
those of the other crowd fa-
vourite, Northern Irishman

Rory Mcllroy, who quadru-
ple-bogeyed the first hole en
route to an eight-over 79.

Falter from the off
Mcllroy  conceded  his
dreams of winning the Brit-
ish Open on home soil in
Northern Ireland are all but
over. The four-time Major
champion’s challenge fal-
tered from the off as he
struck his tee shot at the first
out of bounds.

Mcllroy regained his com-
posure to get back to three
over par before an equally
damaging finish as a double
bogey at the 16 and triple bo-
gey at the last left him with a
huge task on Friday just to
make the cut.

“I guess when you play
your first and last holes in a
combined seven-over par,
you’re sort of starting on the
back foot,” said Mcllroy.

Huge crowds gathered
round the first hole for a
glimpse of the local hero as
the Open returned to North-
ern Ireland for the first time
since 1951. However, Mcllroy
played down the impact of
pressure on his terrible start.

Bayliss to
coach SRH

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

Trevor Bayliss, who guided
England to its maiden
World Cup triumph last
week, will be the head
coach of Sunrisers Hydera-
bad for the next edition of
the IPL.

He will replace former
Australian cricketer Tom
Moody.

Bayliss has already won
two IPL trophies with KKR
and has also been success-
ful in the Big Bash League
and Champions League
T20 with Sydney Sixers.

“He is a proven winner
and we feel that his suc-
cessful track record will be
ideal in taking Sunrisers
Hyderabad forward,” a
statement from the Sunris-
ers management said on
Thursday.

“We would like to thank
Tom Moody who has made
an enormous impact with
the franchise helping us
achieve five playoff appea-
rances over the past seven
years, including a much
treasured championship in
2016.

“We would also like to
thank him for his work eth-
ic and leadership over our
journey and wish him all
the success moving for-
ward,” it is said.

Trevor Bayliss. =ReuTERs

14-in-one
for Duval!

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PORTRUSH

David Duval put Rory
Mcllroy’s troubles on
the first day of the
British Open into
perspective after hitting
a 14 on the par-five
seventh on Thursday.

This made the 2001
champion finish with a
91, the worst round at
the Open in 22 years,
and languish at the
bottom of the pack at
20-over at Royal
Portrush.

Meanwhile,
Argentinian Emiliano
Grillo made the first
hole-in-one with his tee
shot at the par-three
13th.

The world number
60 saw his nine-iron
shot from 194 yards
catch the left portion of
the green before rolling
straight into the cup to
the delight of the fans at
Royal Portrush.

It was the first Open
hole-in-one since Louis
Oosthuizen’s in 2016.

The world of a table tennis sensation

AMOL KARHADKAR
CUTTACK

Four countries. Four flights.
All this in a span of 48 hours.
It’s not the tale of just a glo-
betrotter, but of a 13-year-old
girl from Cardiff who has
been making rapid strides in
the world of table tennis.
Welcome to the world of An-
na Hursey.

After finishing her Euro-
pean Youth Championship
campaign in Ostrava, Czech
Republic, she finally joined
her Wales teammates here
early morning on Thursday,
the second day of the 21st
Commonwealth Games. And
within a matter of hours,
Hursey entered the Jawahar-
lal Nehru Indoor Stadium
arena and overcame Nige-
ria’s Ajoke Ojomu to keep
Wales’ hopes of qualifying
for the semifinals alive.

Despite her age, Hursey is
no stranger to attention and
absorbing the big-stage pres-
sure. After all, she was the
youngest participant at last
year’s Commonwealth

Been there, done that: Anna Hursey is no stranger to
absorbing the big-stage pressure. =BiswarRANJAN ROUT

Games in Gold Coast, Aus-
tralia. While her maturity
and consistency at the table
is truly amazing, away from
it she is just like any other
girl her age: a shy, eighth-
grade teenager.

Even before she repre-
sented Wales’ senior team as
a 10-year-old in the Euro-
pean Championship quali-
fiers, Hursey was in the
limelight.

The beginning
Her father, Larry, who was

an avid paddler and intro-
duced her to the game early
on. And as the child prodigy
is contemplating on shifting
to China for a longer stint for
training, her mother Xiuli
Zhang (alias Phoebe), is
slightly wary.

“My mom wants me to
study and dad is like (pur-
sue) table tennis. I like table
tennis more, so both of them
are extremely supportive,”
she says, adding that she will
spend the rest of the British
summer in China.

A ND-NDE



Heena aiming for a better version of herselt

Says she has not reached her potential and the best is yet to come

SHOOTING

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI

She has competed in the last
two Olympics in London and
Rio. She has held the world
record in women’s air pistol,
has won a World Cup Final
gold.

And she is a dentist. Yet,
Heena Sidhu feels the need
to evolve into a better ver-
sion of herself, Heena 2.0.

The only Olympic quota in
women’s air pistol so far has
been won by Manu Bhaker. A
perfectionist, Heena is also
chasing her Olympic dreams
as vigorously as ever.

Going through a training
session with her husband
and coach Ronak Pandit, at
the Manav Rachna Shooting
Academy in Faridabad, Hee-
na was clear in her thoughts.

“I have won more than
others. But I have not
reached my potential. My
best is yet to come,” she said.
Excerpts:

The recent scores do not
match her firm hold over air
pistol. Is too much
knowledge weighing her
down. How hard is it, to keep
things simple?

Knowledge is good if you
know how to use it. So, I am
finding a way of using it to
my advantage. The challenge
is to keep evolving and that is
the best way to keep things
simple. I am not the same
person I was 12 years ago. I
have to figure things that will
work now, and for the next
decade.

Maybe she is too demanding
on herself?

Nothing but the best will do
for me. Being a perfectionist
is not bad, but one has to be
happy with the good. My
coach, the late Anatoli Pid-
dubnyi, used to say, ‘Perfect
is the enemy of good’. We
can aspire for perfection, but
need to be content and hap-
py with the good.

How does she plan to pin that
elusive Olympic quota?

My coach will find a way, my

job will be to execute it. We
are in the process of creating
a stronger Heena 2.0.

On skipping the Kumar
Surendra Singh
championship and the fifth
selection trials last month.
Skipping those events was in
my best interest. We have all
fallen into the trap of just be-
ing better than others. I have
decided to just be the best
version of myself. So, even
for the Masters event coming
up next in Delhi, we will take
a call. Training and competi-
tion are two different things.

With no time to practice
dentistry, how about other
pastimes of painting,
sketching?

I don’t remember the last
time I got time to even think
about painting, sketching,
reading, cooking! The sche-
dule has been so tight and
the system right now is not
conducive for longevity and
class. Yet, I am working on
creating harmony and ba-
lance in my personal and
sports life.

In tandem: Heena Sidhu is working on making it to the Tokyo Olympics under the guidance

of coach and husband Ronak Pandit. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

AITA Trust to back youngsters

Balram Singh to head its selection committee

TENNIS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Former national coach Bal-
ram Singh will head the se-
lection panel for the All India
Tennis Association (AITA)
Trust, which will venture to
identify 16 players in the un-
der-14 age group for a scho-
larship of 100,000 each per
year, starting with a camp at
the DLTA Complex on
Friday.

The week-long camp will
have 32 players from 15 State
units. Vishaal Uppal and An-
kita Bhambri will be the oth-
er members of the selection
committee. The players will
be assessed not only for their

Gonna be
hard to
swallow: Boult

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AUCKLAND

New Zealand pacer Trent
Boult’s plans of getting ov-
er the gut-wrenching
World Cup loss to England
include walking his dog
along the beach, but con-
cedes that losing the tro-
phy on boundary-count
will be hard to swallow for
at least a couple of years.

Boult landed back in the
country amid questions on
how the Black Caps are
coping after losing their se-
cond successive World Cup
final.

“Well, 'm gonna go
home for the first time in
about four months. Proba-
bly gonna walk my dog
along the beach and try
and put it aside. I'm sure
he won’t be too angry at
me,” Boult told reporters.

“...it’s not gonna be so-
mething that disappears in
the next couple of days.

“It’s probably someth-
ing that’s gonna be hard to
swallow for the next cou-
ple of years,” he said.

tennis skills but also for
physical fitness and overall
potential.

The scholarship amount
will be given to the players in
three instalments. The first
instalment of 350,000 will
be given to each of the 16 se-
lected players, immediately
after the camp.

Monitored

The players will be moni-
tored through the year and
they will have to present ac-
counts for the amount paid
to them.

The AITA Trust has also
invested %60 lakh in the Ten-
nis Vision Fund, and expects
corporates and private com-
panies to contribute to the
fund. The Vision fund will be

utilised to help players com-
pete at home and abroad,
apart from sourcing tennis
equipment.

There will also be a team
of three boys and three girls
from among the 16 identified
talent, who would be sup-
ported for tournaments at
home and abroad.

Strengthening tennis

The fund will be used to
strengthen tennis in schools
apart from development of
tennis infrastructure in small
towns and under-developed
tennis regions in the
country.

Overall, the Trust aims to
support grassroots schemes,
fostering talent and infras-
tructure development.

The first camp is sche-
duled to be held at the DLTA
Complex from July 19 to 24.
The players nominated for the
camp:

Boys: Manan Nath, Yuvan Nan-
dal, Aayush Bhat, Shreyas
Krishnakumar, Manas Dhamne,
Nitish Balaji, Arunava Mazum-
dar, Navya Verma, Samprit
Sharma, Harsh Fogaat,
Omaansh Choudhary, Ayush-
man Arjeria, Madhav Sharma,
Hamza Mehmood, Devahar-
shith Neelam, Rushil Khosla.

Girls: Tanishq Patar, Shruti Ah-
lawat, Suhitha Maruri, Shrijana
Thapa, Ruma Ashutosh Gaikai-
wari, Kundana Sri Bandaru,
Sweta Samanta, Suryanshi Tan-
war, Samriddhi Singh, Riya
Sachdeva, Samiksha Dabas,
Amisha Shukla Monile, Anahat
Pannu, Praanya Slathia, Veda
Raju Prapurna, Hannah Nagpal.

Amir has to grow up: Vijender

The Indian pugilist hopeful of having a shot at the world title in 2020

BOXING

UTHRA GANESAN
NEW DELHI

His professional fight with
Amir Khan may still be un-
certain but the verbal blows
between the two seem un-
ceasing and on Thursday, it
was Vijender Singh’s turn.

At a felicitation function
here, the Indian, who won
his 11th professional boxing
bout on his US debut said he
was willing to fight any time
but first Amir had to ‘grow
up’. “I have repeatedly said I
am ready at any time,
anywhere. But he is picking
up kids as opponents. The
latest was Neeraj Goyat, who
is very talented but quite
young compared to me, but
that did not materialise be-
cause of Goyat’s injury. Let
him first stop playing around
with kids, then we can have
a bout of grown-ups,” Vijen-
der said.

Amir had earlier claimed
that Vijender was scared of
fighting him although any
such face-off is unlikely any
time soon given that they

"
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Amagzing run: Vijender Sin

fight in different weight cate-
gories. While Amir is a wel-
terweight boxer, Vijender
contests in super-middle-
weight. The Indian, though,
said both could work on
their weights and agree on a
mid point.

“He has done it before,”
Vijender said. Amir has only
once competed in the mid-
dleweight division before
where he was knocked out
by Mexican Canelo Alvarez

gh, who won his 11th consec
the media with JK Lakshmi Cement Ltd.'s director Shailendra Chouksey. =p1i
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in the sixth round in 2016.

Impressive career

About his own targets, Vijen-
der said he was hopeful of
getting a shot at the world tit-
le in 2020 if things work out
in terms of competitions. He
knocked out Mike Snider in
four rounds in his US circuit
debut last Sunday for an im-
pressive 11-0 professional ca-
reer and holds the WBO
Oriental and the Asia Pacific

utive professional b
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Juve makes De Ligt most
expensive defender

Dutchman signs on for five years,
to earn €7.5 million annually

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ROME

Dutch central defender Mat-
thijs de Ligt, one of the most
coveted young players in
world football, signed on
Thursday for Juventus from
Ajax for a fee of €75 million
plus add ons.

The 19-year-old agreed a
five-year contract. Juventus
said in a statement the fee
would be paid over five fi-
nancial years, with “addi-
tional costs” of €10.5 million.

The combined fee makes
De Ligt the world’s most ex-
pensive defender, surpassing
the €84 million Liverpool
paid to sign his the Nether-
lands teammate Virgil Van
Dijk from Southampton in
2018.

De Ligt is Juventus’ third
most expensive signing after
the €105 million it paid to
buy Cristiano Ronaldo from
Real Madrid in 2018 and the
€90 million transfer of Gon-

Matthijs de Ligt. =arp

zalo Higuain from Napoli in
2016. De Ligt has played 17
times for the Netherlands,
forming a formidable central
defensive partnership with
Van Dijk. He took over the
captain’s armband at Ajax in
March 2018, making him the
club’s youngest ever skipper.

De Ligt said Ronaldo had
urged him to join Juventus
after the two faced each oth-
er for their countries in the
Nations League final in June
won by Portugal.

‘More technology for the umpires

Will be available during the knockout stage this season

Saba Karim.
=FILE PHOTO: K. MURALI KUMAR

AMOL KARHADKAR
CUTTACK

After being severely
criticised for howlers by the
umpires in domestic
cricket, the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) has decided to
enhance technological
assistance for Ranji Trophy
knock-outs this season.
“The idea is to eradicate
as many howlers as
possible. If we can achieve
that, then we can go ahead
with it. That is why we are
introducing it only for the
knock-out stages for the
coming season,” Saba
Karim, BCCI general
manager-cricket

operations, told The Hindu.

It is understood that
despite the BCCI’s initiative
to get rid of howlers, it will
not be able to use the
highly expensive Hawk-Eye
and UltraEdge, a must for
DRS in international
cricket. Karim remained
non-committal when asked
if the technology will used
for Ibw decisions.

“That we will decide
once we have a meeting
with the umpires, match
referees and broadcasters.
What I am trying to say
right now is with whatever
technology we have, we
will try and use that for the
DRS. Whether it is Ibw or

something else, it will be up
to them to decide because
they are the experts.”

This may result in
limiting the technological
assistance to determine
close caught-behind calls
with extended camera
angles. Nevertheless, the
development — according
to a domestic team’s coach
—would be a “starting
point in forcing the BCCI to
take domestic cricket more
seriously”.

Even during the captains
and coaches’ conclave in
May, many teams had
demanded the introduction
of DRS, citing poor
umpiring decisions.
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Super-middle-weight titles.

“It was a long break and
both my team and I were get-
ting desperate for a fight. It’s
been more than a year since
I last fought and we wanted
to get a bout in US anyhow.

“We plan to have two
more fights, one in October-
September and next around
January-February.

“ We are trying to work
around the venue and oppo-
nent,” he said.

MMSC plans night racing in the near future

Indian National Car Racing Championship gets underway today

New direction: The MMSC strives to keep pace with the changing times. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

CcM
K

S. DIPAK RAGAV

CHENNAI

With a clutch of innovative
initiatives on the horizon,
the third round of the MRF
MMSC-FMSCI Indian Nation-
al Car Racing Championship
gets underway at the MMRT
here on Friday, featuring 14
races.

The programme includes
races in the two single-seater
categories, the MRF F1600
and the Formula LGB 1300,
besides the popular saloon
cars — the premium Indian
Touring Cars and Super
Stock classes — and the Volks-
wagen Ameo Class which has
been accorded National
Championship status. Run-

ning concurrently will be
four Formula 4 SEA races.

While even as the National
Championship season is in
full swing, promoters Madras
Motor Sports Club is plan-
ning to initiate a slew of long-
term plans that include night
racing, the first of its kind in
India.

Test session

Taking an overview of this
weekend’s races, chairman
of the championship Vicky
Chandhok said, “Going for-
ward, we at the MMSC, in
keeping with our efforts to
move with the changing
times, plan to introduce
night events with racing un-

Neesham’s childhood coach breathes
his last after watching Super Over six

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WELLINGTON

New Zealand allrounder Jim-
my Neesham on Thursday
paid tribute to his high
school cricket coach, David
Gordon, who had passed
away on July 14 due to heart
failure.

“Dave Gordon, my High
School teacher, coach, and
friend. Your love of this
game was infectious, espe-
cially for those of us lucky
enough to play under you.

“How appropriate you
held on until just after such a
match. Hope you were
proud. Thanks for everyth-
ing. RIP,” Neesham tweeted.

Gordon passed away dur-
ing the Super Over in the
World Cup final and his
daughter Leonie Gordon
said that Neesham had hit a
six in the Super Over when
her father took his last
breath.

Leonie was touched by
Neesham’s response.

“It was lovely, you know,
he’s kept in touch with Jim-
my and he is friends with
Jimmy’s father. He always

der lights. With a view to
evaluate the possibilities of
night racing, we have
planned a test session on
Wednesday, August 7, from 6
p.m. to 11 p.m.

“Primarily, this first ses-
sion will be only for saloons,
with headlights mandatory.
Depending on the testing, we
will expand it to the 1300cc
single seater cars as well.
Further, for the next round
(August 16-18), we plan to run
the races in anti-clockwise

direction. The response,
thus far, has Dbeen
tremendous.”

Proven platform
The MRF F1600, a proven

Poignant: Jimmy Neesham, referring to Gordon,

tweeted "How appropriate you held on until
just after such a match." =cLiveE MASON/GETTY IMAGES

had a soft spot for Jimmy
Neesham, he was very
proud of him.

“He would definitely be
following his career,” stuff-
.co.nz quoted Leonie Gor-

platform for young aspirants
looking to break into interna-
tional arena, will be running
to full grid with four races
scheduled, while the Formu-
la LGB 1300, an excellent op-
tion for those graduating to

single-seater racing, has
again attracted 20-plus
entries.

The two categories in the
saloon cars, ITC and Super
Stock, will be run on com-
bined grid, and as in the pre-
vious round in Coimbatore
last month, competition is
expected to be fierce with
the factory-supported turbo-
powered Volkswagen Vento
cars likely to extend their
domination.

don as saying.

David Gordon went into
heart failure five weeks ago
and succumbed to it during
New Zealand’s final match
against England.

ICC suspends
Zimbabwe

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON

The ICC on Thursday sus-
pended Zimbabwe Cricket
with immediate effect for
violation of the global bo-
dy’s constitution which
doesn’t allow any govern-
ment intervention.

The current elected
members of the Zimbabwe
board were suspended by
government agency Sports
and Recreation Committee
(SRC), a violation of articles
2.4 (c)and d.

ICC funding to Zim-
babwe Cricket will be fro-
zen and representative
teams from Zimbabwe will
not be allowed to partici-
pate in any ICC events.

A ND-NDE
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TV PICKS

Commonwealth TT: DD
Sports, 10 a.m.

Indonesia Open badmin-
ton: Star Sports 1(SD & HD),
10.30 a.m.

The Open golf: DSport, 3.30

.m.

Fntercontinental Cup: Star
Sports1& 2 (SD & HD), 8 p.m.

IN BRIEF

Morgan thanks
Morgan's dad!
NEW DELHI

The England cricket team
skipper, Eoin Morgan, has
thanked a fan for naming his
newborn as Eoin Morgan.
"@Eoin16 please meet Henry
Eoin Morgan—Bridgland,
born today at 11 am. Just to
ensure Sunday's events are
remembered even more
often,"” James, father of a
newborn tweeted. In a reply
to James, Morgan tweeted:
“That's very cool.
Congratulations.” ani

Kenyan runner Biwott
gets eight-year ban
NAIROBI

Kenyan marathon runner
Salome Biwott has been
suspended for eight years
after testing positive for a
banned substance for the
second time, the Athletics
Integrity Unit (AIU) said on
Thursday. The 36-year-old
tested positive for a banned
anabolic steroid when
competing in the Sao Paulo
International Marathon in
June. She was previously
banned for two years after
testing positive for the same
substance in 2012 after her
victory at the Nairobi
Marathon. arp

CAPisa
Full Member
of BCCI

SPORTS REPORTER
mNAI

The Cricket Association of
Pondicherry (CAP) has
been granted the status of a
Full Member of the BCCI by
the Committee of Adminis-
trators (CoA).

CAP, which made its de-
but the last season, will
now become a voting
member of the BCCI. It was
given Associate Member
status last October and
went on to take part in the
Ranji Trophy and other
age-group tournaments of
the Board.

Pari fails to get
Dutch visa
either

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Aspiring young tennis
player Pari Singh could not
take part in the five-week
exposure on the European
circuit as part of the ITF
Asian under-14 team, as re-
peated attempts to secure a
Schengen visa failed.

Selected under the
Grand Slam Development
Fund of the ITF, Pari was
scheduled to join the rest
of the Asian squad in Paris
at the beginning of this
month.

However, her ticket was
re-routed to Holland, as
she could not get a French
visa. Subsequently, Pari
failed to get a Dutch visa
either for the second tour-
nament scheduled in the
Netherlands, after prior
permission from the ITF to
join the rest of the team in
the second week.

“Unfortunately, Pari did
not get her visa even from
the Netherlands. There
was no news about the visa
till the 13th when she was
scheduled to fly to Amster-
dam. So, we had to with-
draw,” said Pari’s mother
Kirti Singh, who had pre-
sented all relevant docu-
ments and invitation from
the ITF and the concerned
national federations.

CM
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Sindhu battles past Blichfeldt

Srikanth stunned; Satwiksairaj and Chirag crash out in men's doubles

INDONESIA OPEN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAKARTA

P.V. Sindhu had to dig deep
to beat unseeded Mia Blich-
feldt of Denmark and claim a
quarterfinal berth in the wo-
men’s singles event of the In-

donesia Open here
Thursday.
Sindhu, seeded fifth,

slugged it out for one hour
and two minutes to get the
better of Blichfeldt 21-14, 17-
21, 21-1 in a second-round
encounter.

Later in the day, eighth
seed Srikanth was stunned
by N.G. Ka Long Angus of
Hong Kong 1721 19-21 in the
second round.

The start was far from im-
pressive for Sindhu as Blich-
feldt took a 6-3 lead before
the Indian got her act togeth-
er to draw level.

Raising her game
From that point, Sindhu
raised her game gradually
and relied on her long reach
and smashes to pocket the
first game 21-14.

In the second game, Blich-
feldt made a strong come-

back to take a 9-5 and then a
10-7 lead. Sindhu then pock-
eted three straight points to
level the scores at 10-10.

But the Dane clinched the
second game and draw pari-
ty in the match.

The decider, however,
turned out to be a one-sided
affair as Sindhu got her com-

" AFP

posure back and ran away
with the game after some in-
itial resistance from Blich-
feldt. It was curtains for In-
dia in the second round of
the men’s doubles event .

The pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shet-
ty lost 15-21, 14-21 to top-seed-
ed local hopes Marcus Fer-

Sarabjot fires his way to air pistol gold

Esha Singh picks up a silver in the women’s event

JUNIOR WC

SPORTS BUREAU
SUHL (GERMANY)

Sarabjot Singh shot gold in
air pistol to take India’s tally
to nine in the Junior World
Cup here on Thursday.

After qualifying in the
fifth place with 575, Sarabjot
shot 239.6 in the final to beat
Wang Zhehao of China 1.9
point. Sarabjot along with
Gaurav Rana and Arjun
Singh Cheema missed the
team bronze by one point.

In junior women’s air pis-
tol, 14-year-old Esha Singh
won the silver despite the 8s
and 9s that dotted her final.

Ordinary fare

In the highly competitive
women’s rifle 3-position
event, in which the qualifica-
tion cut off was 1172, Vanshi-

On target: It was a day to rememb

ka Shahi had the best perfor-
mance of 1167 for the 16th
place.

Bhakti Bhaskar Khamkar
(1157), Ayushi Podder (1154),
Zenab Hussain Bandookwa-
la (1150) had relatively better
scores from among the other
Indians in a field of 99
shooters.

In women’s skeet, Pari-
naaz Dhaliwal (109), Darsh-
na Rathore (106), Asees
Chhina (101), Mufaddal Zah-
ra Deesawala (82) placed
15th, 20th, 25th and 39th
respectively among 40.

In men’s skeet, Ayush Ru-
draraju shot 110 for the 33rd
place, while Gurnihal Singh
Garcha (106) and Arjun Tha-
kur (99) placed 42nd and
49th respectively.

The results: Junior men: 10m
air pistol: 1. Sarabjot Singh
239.6 (575); 2. Wang Zhehao

. '*‘3-.-’
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for Sarabjot Singh, left,on Th

(Chn) 237.7 (576); 3. Lu Shi-
chang (Chn) 217.0 (574); 14.
Gaurav Rana 571; 16. Udhay-
veer Singh 570; 20. Arjun Singh
Cheema 568; 48. Anish Bhan-
wala 562; 67. Sachin Bhati 557.
Team: 1. China 1716; 2. Belarus
1716; 3. Germany 1715; 4. India
(Sarabjot Singh, Gaurav Rana,
Arjun Singh Cheema) 1714; 11.
India-A (Udhayveer Sidhu, An-
ish Bhanwala, Sachin Bhati)
1689.

Junior women: 10m air pistol:
1. Sevval Ilayda Tarhan (Tur)
241.8 (568); 2. Esha Singh
236.6 (570); 3. Yasemin Beyza
Yilmaz (Tur) 215.4 (570); 10.
Priya Raghav 568; 31. Devanshi
Rana 561; 37. Sneha Bhardwaj
559; 50. Vibhuti Bhatia 557; 83.
Harshada Nithave 538.

Team: 1. Italy 1702; 2. Germany
1691; 3. Hungary 1687; 9. In-
dia-A (Devanshi Rana, Sneha
Bhardwaj, Vibhuti Bhatia) 1677;
10. India (Esha Singh, Priya
Raghav, Harshada Nithave)
1676.

Ve
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It’s Big Brave vs. Miss Lily in feature

: HYDERABAD: Big Brave and Miss
¢ Lily may fight out the finish in the
: first division of S. Malakonda
: Reddy Memorial Cup (1,400m),
¢ the feature event of the races to
: be held here on Friday (July 19).

NIZAMABAD PLATE (1,100m),
maiden 3-y-o only (Cat. II),

¢ (Terms), 1-30 p.m.: 1. Star Racer
 (9) Deepak Singh 56, 2. Alliston
: (6) Kunal Bunde 54.5, 3. Carmella
¢ (7) Kuldeep Singh 54.5, 4. Excel-
¢ sior (8) Suraj Narredu 54.5, 5.
¢ Green Turf (ex: Mee Too) (1)
. Harinder Singh 54.5, 6. Kionia (4)
: Umesh 54.5, 7. Light Music (3) Na-
¢ khat Singh 54.5, 8. Safra (2) N.
: Rawal 54.5, 9. Southern Lady (5)
: Ashhad Asbar 54.5, 10. Sovet
¢ Pride (10) Trevor 54.5 and 11. Wah
: Ms Zara (11) R.N. Darshan 54.5.

¢ 1. SOUTHERN LADY, 2. KIONIA, 3.
: SOVET PRIDE

NELSTON PLATE (DIV. I),
(1,200m), 5-y-o & over, rated

© 20 to 45 (Cat. III), 2-00: 1. Hu-
: maaghar (1) G. Naresh 61, 2. Thun-
: dering (6) Trevor 60.5, 3. Charlie
¢ Brown (10) Kuldeep Singh 59.5, 4.
: Golden Hope (2) A.A. Vikrant 58,
: 5. Platinum Claasz (9) Afroz Khan
: 57, 6. Human Touch (ex: Reach
: The Heights) (7) P. Sai Kumar 56,
;7. Withrosemakeup (5) Ajit Singh
: 55.5, 8. Joy Of Giving (3) Gaurav
¢ Singh 53, 9. Top Sprint (4) Umesh
¢ 53 and 10. New Comer (8) Jitender
: Singh 52.5.

;1. THUNDERING, 2. HUMAAGHAR,
' 3. WITHROSEMAKEUP

TINTINNABULATION PLATE
(1,600m), 3-y-o & over, (Cat.

: 1I), (Terms), 2-30: 1. Seven Eleven
¢ (2) Deep Shanker 62, 2. Durango
¢ (5) Surya Prakash 60, 3. Wave
¢ Rider (3) Akshay Kumar 60, 4.
© Nimble Mind (1) Nakhat Singh

58.5, 5. Doroteo (4) Koushik 58
and 6. Rikki Tikki Tavi (6) Suraj
Narredu 55.

1. RIKKI TIKKI TAVI, 2. WAVE
RIDER

NAWAB MEHDI JUNG BA-
HADUR MEMORIAL CUP
(1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated 20 to
45 (Cat. III), 3-05: 1. Kamyar (4)
Santosh Raj 62, 2. Victory Parade
(8) Trevor 62, 3. Mon General (6)
Gaurav Singh 60.5, 4. Love Ma-
chine (7) Rafique Sk. 60, 5.
Mahira (ex: Cymbal) (12) Aneel
60, 6. Cincia Azzurra (3) Akshay
Kumar 59.5, 7. Liberate (5) Suraj
Narredu 59, 8. Latest News (10) B.
Nikhil 57.5, 9. Marvel Princess (9)
P. Sai Kumar 57.5, 10. Magic Street
(2) Deepak Singh 55.5, 11. Farm-
ville (11) Abhay Singh 54.5 and 12.
Yogastha (1) Ajeeth Kumar 53.
1. VICTORY PARADE, 2. MON GEN-
ERAL, 3. CINCIA AZZURRA

S. MALAKONDA REDDY ME-
MORIAL CUP (DIV. I), (1,400m),
4-y-0 & over, rated 40 to 65 (Cat.
1I), 3-35: 1. Tootsie Roll (6)
Jitendra Singh 60, 2. Big Brave (8)
Gopal Singh 59.5, 3. Celtic Queen
(5) Ajeeth Kumar 58, 4. Miss Lily
(3) Trevor 58, 5. Nayadeep (7) P.
Sai Kumar 54.5, 6. One One One
(4) Abhay Singh 54.5, 7. N R I
Power (ex: Proclamation) (9)
Kuldeep Singh 54, 8. Euro Zone
(1) C.P. Bopanna 53.5 and 9. Barn-
abas (2) Kunal Bunde 52.5.
1. BIG BRAVE, 2. MISS LILY, 3. NR I
POWER

NELSTON PLATE (DIV. II),
(1,200m), 5-y-o & over, rated

20 to 45 (Cat. III), 4-05: 1. Takisha
(5) Afroz Khan 60.5, 2. Marina Del
Rey (10) Umesh 60, 3. Gladstone
(4) G. Naresh 58, 4. Heaven Can
Wait (1) Ajeeth Kumar 58, 5. Esco-

bar (9) R.S. Jodha 56.5, 6. Vijay’s
Empress (8) R. Ajinkya 56, 7.
Proud Warrior (7) P. Sai Kumar
55, 8. Patron Saint (6) Jitendra
Singh 52.5, 9. Actually (2) Surya
Prakash 52 and 10. Freedom Fire
(3) B. Nikhil 50.

1. MARINA DEL REY, 2. TAKISHA, 3.
FREEDOM FIRE

S. MALAKONDA REDDY ME-
MORIAL CUP (DIV. II),
(1,400m), 4-y-o & over, rated 40
to 65 (Cat. II), 4-35: 1. Ace Ace Ace
(4) Koushik 60, 2. Golden Fortune
(2) Ajeeth Kumar 60, 3. Somerset
(3) Kuldeep Singh 59, 4. Meka’s
(7) Umesh 58, 5. On The Fire (5)
R.N. Darshan 55, 6. Dunkirk (8)
Afroz Khan 54.5, 7. Palsy Walsy
(9) Rafique Sk. 54.5, 8. Siyabonga
(6) Akshay Kumar 54 and 9. Your
Grace (1) Gaurav Singh 53.
1. SIYABONGA, 2. ACE ACE ACE, 3.
MEKA’S

WANDERING STAR PLATE

(1,400m), 4-y-o & over, rated
upto 25 (Cat. III), 5-05: 1. Brave
Warrior (7) Koushik 61.5, 2. Lim-
ousine (6) Afroz Khan 61.5, 3.
Symbol Of Star’s (2) Akshay Ku-
mar 61.5, 4. N R I Flame (ex:
Madonna) (3) Kuldeep Singh 60.5,
5. Ultimate Risk (9) Umesh 60.5,
6. Country’s Gift (8) Santosh Raj
58.5, 7. Sisco (10) G. Naresh 58.5,
8. Turf Emperor (1) P. Sai Kumar
53.5, 9. Nicola Tesla (4) Kunal
Bunde 53 and 10. Delmonico (5)
Ajeeth Kumar 50.
1. SYMBOL OF STAR’S, 2. ULTI-
MATE RISK, 3. TURF EMPEROR
Day’s best: RIKKI TIKKI TAVI
Double: VICTORY PARADE —
SIYABONGA
Jkt: 4,5, 6,7 & 8; Mini Jkt: 5, 6,7 &
8; Tr (): 1, 2 & 3; (ii): 3, 4 & 5; (iii)
6, 7 & 8; Tla: all races.

Digging deep: P.V. Sindhu beat Mia Blichfeldt of Denmark in the second round of the Indonesia
Open badminton tournament.

naldi Gideon and Kevin
Sanjaya Sukamuljo.

It was disappointment for
India in the mixed doubles
as well after the pair of Pra-
naav Jerry Chopra and N. Sik-
ki Reddy went down 14-21 11-
21 to top seeds Zheng Si Wei
and Huang Ya Qiong of Chi-
na.

Arpinder
strikes form

in France

Arpinder Singh. =FiLE PHOTO

ATHLETICS

SPORTS BUREAU

SOTTEVILLE (FRANCE)

After a disappointing series
last month, triple jumper
Arpinder Singh appears to
have struck form. The 27-
year-old Asian Games
champion jumped an im-
pressive 16.63m, his season
best, and finished fifth in
the Sotteville les Rouen
athletics meet here on
Tuesday.

Brazilian Melo Alexsan-
dro, currently 10th in the
world list this year with his
17.31m jump in April, won
the gold with 17.20m.

Arpinder has a personal
best of 17.17m but he strug-
gled in two meets in France
last month with disap-
pointing  15.85m  and
15.78m jumps.

Mohammed Salahuddin
is the country’s top triple
jumper this year with his
16.64m and Arpinder is
now just a centimetre be-
hind.

Abhimanyu adjudged Bengal's best

Deepti named best senior women’s cricketer

CAB AWARDS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA

Talented batsman Abhima-
nyu Easwaran was on Thurs-
day adjudged the ‘best’ as
well as ‘gentleman cricketer’
of the year by the Cricket As-
sociation of Bengal (CAB).

The 23-year-old had a
fruitful Ranji season in 2018-
19, amassing 861 runs from
six matches at an average of
95.66.

A regular in the India-A
side, the top-order batsman
has 3754 runs from 46 First
Class matches at an average
of 51.42, while in List A, he
has 2365 runs.

The CAB also announced

Deepti Sharma.
= KERRY MARSHALL/GETTY IMAGES

Simon Yates takes the

: 4 4

Abhimanyu Easwaran... mountain of runs. =riLe PHoTO

a host of awards in various
age groups for its annual ce-
remony slated for August 3.
The CAB award winners:
Cricketer of the Year: Abhima-
nyu Easwaran; Gentleman
cricketer of the year: Abhima-
nyu Easwaran; Best fast bow-
ler: Mukesh Kumar.

Best under-23 cricketer of the
year: Ritwik Roy Chowdhury;
Best under-23 bowler: Ananta
Saha.

Best under-19 cricketer: Karan
Lal; Best under-19 bowler:
Prabhat Mourya.

Best under-16 cricketer: Toufi-
kuddin Mondal; Best school
(under-15) cricketer: Anas Ali
Khan.

Best under-18 cricketer: Di-
ganta Neogi; Best under-15
cricketer: Jahir Ahammed; Best

first Pyrenean climb

LLZ

Ya, I did it! Simon Yates gives vent to his feelings after the
victorious ride on Thursday. =reuters

TOUR DE FRANCE

REUTERS
BAGNERES-DE-BIGORRE

Briton Simon Yates won the
12th stage of the Tour de
France on Thursday, a
mountainous 210-km (130-
mile) ride from Toulouse, as
the main title contenders
stayed quiet in the first Pyre-
nean climbs of this year’s
race.

With an individual time
trial scheduled for Friday,
none of the top guns at-
tacked, and 40 riders broke
away from the peloton.

France’s Julian Alaphi-
lippe retained the overall
leader’s yellow jersey with a
1:12-minute advantage over
defending champion Ge-
raint Thomas.

Tim Wellens, part of the
breakaway, consolidated his
lead in the mountains classi-
fication by reaching the top
of the Col de Peyresourde
(13km at 7%) first.

Yates, Austrian Gregor

Muehlberger and Spain’s
Pello Bilbao were alone in
front at the top of the last as-
cent of the day, the Hour-
quette d’Ancizan (10km at
7.5%), and they stayed
ahead in the final descent
into Bagneres-de-Bigorre.

Yates took the final bend
first and, with only 100
metres left, held a decisive
advantage in a three-man
sprint with Bilbao finishing
second and Muehlberger
third.

In contrast to his twin
brother and Mitchelton-
Scott team mate Adam,
Yates has no ambitions in
the general Cclassification
this year after finishing a
disappointing eighth in the
Giro d’Italia.

The spotlight will switch
back to the overall conten-
ders on Friday’s 13th stage,
when Thomas will look to
increase his lead over his
main rivals in the 27.2-km
time trial in Pau.

Amazing Response lives up
to the billing

HYDERABAD: Amazing Response
(Akshay Kumar up) won the Tel-

angana Cup, the main event of

the opening day’s races held
here on Thursday (July 18). The
winner is owned by M/s. P.
Prabhakar Reddy & Katikaneni
Abhijit Rao and trained by R.H.
Sequeira.

WELCOME PLATE (DIV. I),
(1,200m), maiden 3-y-o only
(Cat. II), (Terms): GIETHORN
(Kiran Naidu) 1, Linewiler
(Umesh) 2, Ruletheworld (Suraj
Narredu) 3 and Mahashakti (Tre-
vor) 4. Shd, shd and 1/4. 1m,
13.30s. %42 (w), 8, 7 and 5 (p),
SHP: 15, FP: 371, Q: 163, Tla: 517.
Favourite: Ruletheworld.
Owner: Mr. S. Pathy. Trainer: D.
Netto.

RAMAPPA PLATE (1,200m),

4-y-0 & over, rated upto 25
(Cat. III): SMARTY (S.G. Prasad) 1,
Escalating Striker (Umesh) 2,
Cowboys  Delight (Jitendra
Singh) 3 and Agilis (Surya
Prakash) 4. 3, 3/4 and nk. 1m,
14.53s. 11 (W), 5, 10 and 9 (p),
SHP: 40, FP: 70, Q: 50, Tla: 473.
Favourite: Smarty. Owner: Mr.
Tekula Chandra Reddy. Trainer:
M. Srinivas Reddy.

WELCOME PLATE (DIV. II),

(1,200m), maiden 3-y-o only
(Cat.II), (Terms): YOURS
FOREVER (Surya Prakash) 1, Ex-
plosive (R. Ajinkya) 2, Original
Temptress (S.G. Prasad) 3 and
Star Envoy (Kiran Naidu) 4. 1-3/4,
1-3/4 and 1-3/4. 1m, 14.03s. I8

(W), 6, 12 and 18 (p), SHP: 51, FP:
102, Q: 91, Tla: 896. Favourite:
Yours Forever. Owner: Mr.
Aditya P. Thackersey. Trainer:
Deshmukh.

S.S. CARDMASTER ME-
MORIAL CUP (DIV. II),
(1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated 40
to 65 (Cat. II): PLATTS TOUR
(Ashhad Asbar) 1, Blazer (Suraj
Narredu) 2, Solar Heights
(Rafique Sk.) 3 and Roll Call (Ak-
shay Kumar) 4. 4-1/2, 1-1/2 and 3.
1m, 12.62s. 323 (w), 6, 6 and 9
(p), SHP: 12, FP: 69, Q: 36, Tla:
275. Favourite: Roll Call. Owner:
Mr. S. Pathy. Trainer: Laxman
Singh.

GOLDEN DAGGER PLATE
(1,200m), 3-y-0 & over, rated
60 to 85 (Cat. II): ISABELLA
(Suraj Narredu) 1, Exclus-
ivenorthwind (Akshay Kumar) 2,
3. Classic Remark (Gaurav Singh)
3 and Ambitious Approach
(Koushik) 4. 2, 2 and 3-1/4. 1m,
11.88s. 8 (w), 6, 7 and 7 (p),
SHP: 15, FP: 18, Q: 12, Tla: 37. Fa-
vouriteL Isabella. Owners: M/s.
Poonawalla Rac.& Br. P. Ltd. rep.
by Mr. Z.S. Poonawalla & Ms. S.Z.
Poonawalla & M/s. Vijay Rac. &
Farms P. Ltd. rep. by M/s. Vijay
Kumar Gupta & Susheel Kumar
Gupta. Trainer: Laxman Singh.

TELANGANA CUP (1,200m),
3-y-0 & over, rated 75 &
above (Cat. I): AMAZING RE-
SPONSE (Akshay Kumar) 1, Pros-
pero (Gaurav Singh) 2, Phenom-
enal Cruise (B. Nikhil) 3 and It’s

My Class (A.A. Vikrant) 4. 1-3/4,
3-1/4 and 1-1/4. 1m, 12.02s. I8 (W),
6, 9 and 10 (p), SHP: 37, FP: 54,
Q: 41, Tla: 455. Favourite: Amaz-
ing Response. Owners: M/s. P.
Prabhakar Reddy & Katikaneni
Abhijit Rao. Trainer: R.H. Se-
queira.

S.S. CARDMASTER ME-
MORIAL CUP (DIV. 1),
(1,200m), 3-y-o0 & over, rated 40
to 65 (Cat. II): NEWS O’ STAR
(R.N. Darshan) 1, Rapid Fire (Ak-
shay Kumar) 2, Hailstorm (San-
tosh Raj) 3 and Super Dart (Deep
Shanker) 4. 1/4, 1-1/4 and 3/4. 1m,
13.04s. %49 (w), 10, 8 and 23 (p),
SHP: 19, FP: 316, Q: 119, Tla:
2,493. Favourite: Pontius Pilate.
Owner: Mr. Sarasam
Madhusudan Reddy. Trainer:
Ravinder Singh.

LOOK OF EAGLES PLATE
(1,100m), 3-y-o & over, rated
20 to 45 (Cat. III): AON AON AON
(Koushik) 1, Vijays Singham
(Suraj Narredu) 2, Celeritas
(Kiran Naidu) 3 and Max
(Umesh) 4. 1-1/4, 4 and 1/2. 1m,
6.07s. 45 (w), 11, 5 and 8 (p),
SHP: 24, FP: 149, Q: 22, Tla: 210.
Favourite: Vijay Singham. Own-
ers: M/s. M. Ramachandra Rao &
Teegala Balreddy. Trainer: R.H.
Sequeira.

Jackpot: 230,107 (20 tkts), Run-
ner-up: 832 (310 tkts), Mini Jack-
pot: 3,686 (31 tkts), Tr (i): 407
(119 tkts), (ii): 113 (459 tkts), (iii):
1,478 (49 tkts).

under-13 cricketer: Agniswar
Das.

Best senior women's cricketer:
Deepti Sharma; Joint best un-
der-23 women's cricketer:
Deepti Sharma and Tanushree
Sarkar.

Best under-19 women's cricke-
ter: Mouli Mondal.

Best senior district cricketer:
Arup Kumar Saha (Nadia); Best
under-19 district cricketer: Vi-
neet Maurya (North 24-Pgs).
Best under-16 district cricke-
ter: Chandradip Bagdi (Birb-
hum); Best under-14 district
cricketer: Rahul Prasad (North
24-Pgs).

Best district women's cricke-
ter: Gouri Dey (Midnapore);
Best sub-division sub-junior
cricketer: Sujal Kumar Gupta
(Asansol sub-division, Burd-
wan).

Subhankar out

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
VLADIVOSTOK

Top seed Subhankar Dey
crashed out of the Russian
Open badminton tourna-
ment after suffering a 21-18,
21-18 against the unseeded
Japanese Kodai Naraoka
here on Thursday.

Other results:

Men: Pablo Abian (Esp) bt Ra-
hul Yadav Chittaboina 16-21,
21-12, 21-14; Siril Verma bt
Miha Ivanic (Slo) 21-11, 21-7.
Women: Rituparna Das bt
Ksenia Polikarpova (lsr) 21-18,
21-7; Pai Yu Po (Tpe) bt Vrush-
ali Gummadi 19-21, 21-9, 21-
12. Doubles: Meghana Jak-
kampudi & Poorvisha S. Ram
bt Anastasiia Kurdyukova &
Anastasiia Shapovalova (Rus)
13-21, 21-12, 21-15.

Mixed doubles: Krishna Pra-
sad Garaga & Poorvisha bt
Matvei Manuylov & Varvara
Malik (Rus) 21-5, 21-14; Dhruv
Kapila & Meghana Jakkampu-
di bt Vladimir Nikulov & Anas-
tasiia Semenova (Rus) 13-21,
21-18, 22-20.

Ramkumar
bows out

SPORTS BUREAU

NEWPORT
Ramkumar Ramanathan
lost 7-6(5), 6-0 to Ugo Hum-

bert of France in the pre-
quarterfinals  of  the
$652,245 ATP tennis tour-
nament .

The 134th-ranked Ram-
kumar, who came through
the qualifying event, won
32 ATP points and $9,820.
Other results:
$15,000 ITF men, Castelo
Branco, Portugal: Pre-quar-
terfinals: Nuno Borges (Por)
bt Terence Das 6-2, 6-7(3),
6-1.

IAAF Veteran
Pin for Usha

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Athletics world body IAAF
will award P.T. Usha the
IAAF Veteran Pin for her
‘long and meritorious ser-
vice to the cause of World
Athletics’.

The Asian Athletics As-
sociation has nominated
Usha for the honour and
the former Asian queen
will receive the pin during
the opening ceremony of
the 52nd IAAF Congress in
Doha on September 24.

“Thank you IAAF for
this incredible honour,”
said Usha in a tweet.

P.T. Usha. =fiLe pHOTO
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