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Six dead, 50 children wounded
in Taliban car bomb explosion

N. Korea hails ‘historic’ Kim-Trump meet

‘The two leaders agreed to resume dialogue for making a breakthrough in denuclearisation’
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SEOUL/WASHINGTON

North Korea on Monday
hailed the weekend meeting
between leader Kim Jong-un
and U.S. President Donald
Trump in the Demilitarized
Zone as “historic”, as ana-
lysts said Pyongyang was
looking to shape the narra-
tive to its own agenda.

The two leaders agreed to
“resume and push forward
productive dialogues for
making a new breakthrough
in the denuclearisation of
the Korean peninsula”, the
official Korean Central News
Agency said.

Twitter invitation

After a Twitter invitation by
the U.S. President on Satur-
day, the two men met a day
later in the strip of land that
has divided the peninsula for
66 years since the end of the
Korean War, when the two
countries and their allies

Trump bets big on diplomacy to solve Korean nuclear crisis
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In print: People reading publicly displayed newspapers

reporting the Sunday meeting between Kim Jong-un and
Donald Trump, in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Monday. =ar

fought each other to a
standstill.

Mr. Kim and Mr. Trump
shook hands over the con-
crete slabs dividing North
and South before Mr. Trump
walked a few paces into
Pyongyang’s territory — the
first U.S. President ever to set
foot on North Korean soil.

“The top leaders of the
DPRK and the U.S. exchang-
ing historic handshakes at
Panmunjom” was an “amaz-
ing event”, KCNA said, de-
scribing the truce village as a
“place that had been known
as the symbol of division”
and referring to past “inglo-
rious relations” between the

countries. The impromptu
meeting in the DMZ — where
the U.S. President said they
agreed to resume working-le-
vel talks within weeks on the
North’s nuclear programme
— was full of symbolism.

Mr. Trump’s border-cross-
ing, which he said was un-
certain until the last mo-
ment, was an extraordinary
sequel to the scene at Mr.
Kim’s first summit with
Moon Jae-in last year, when
the young leader invited the
South Korean President to
walk over the Military De-
marcation Line, as the bor-
der is officially known.

Pictures from the meeting
— including a sequence of
images from the Mr. Trump
and Mr. Kim emerging from
opposite sides for a hand-
shake and a skip across the
border — were splashed
across the front page of the
official Rodong Sinmun new-
spaper, which carried 35 im-
ages in total.

Regional powerhouse Chi-
na on Monday said renewed
discussions between North
Korea and the U.S. are of
“great significance”.

“It is hoped that all parties
concerned will seize the op-
portunity, move in the same
direction, actively explore ef-
fective solutions to each oth-
er's concerns and make pro-
gress on the peninsula,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang
told reporters in Beijing.

In tears
In Washington, Mr. Trump
said many North Koreans
were literally in tears when
he stepped into their coun-
try. “I actually stepped into
North Korea and they say it’s
a very historic moment,” he
told American soldiers at
Osan Air Base after his meet-
ing with Chairman Kim.
“Many people, I noticed,
from Korea were literally in
tears,” he added.

Five schools damaged in the blast, says Afghan Ministry
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At least six people were
killed and dozens, including
50 children, wounded on
Monday when the Taliban
detonated a powerful car
bomb in Kabul, officials said
— the latest deadly attack in
one of the most dangerous
countries in the world to be
a child.

Save the Children led in-
ternational condemnation of
the blast targeting a Defence
Ministry building, which
sent a plume of smoke into
the air during rush hour and
shook buildings nearly 2 km
away.

Gunmen then stormed a
nearby building, triggering a
gun battle with special forc-
es in the Puli Mahmood
Khan neighbourhood of the
Afghan capital.

At least six people were

After meeting the N. Korean leader in DMZ, the U.S. President said ‘speed is not the object’ of his outreach but a ‘good deal is

STANLY JOHNY

On Sunday, Donald Trump
became the first sitting
American President to have
stepped into North Korea. Af-
ter a historic handshake with
North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un at the demilitarised
zone (DMZ) that divides the
two Koreas, President
Trump crossed the demarca-
tion line. The two leaders
walked a few metres on the
North Korean side and then
crossed back and had talks.
They have decided to res-
ume stalled nuclear talks.
Mr. Trump’s visit to the
DMZ, which followed his sur-
prise offer for talks via Twit-
ter a day earlier, suggests

that he is keen on pursuing
the diplomatic option to
achieve his goal — denuclear-
isation of the Korean Penin-

sula.
A war with North Korea
would be catastrophic.

North Korea is a nuclear
power that boasts of long-
range ballistic missiles, with
the U.S. in their range.

The North has also sta-
tioned thousands of pieces of
ready-to-fire artillery along
the DMZ that could target Se-
oul, the South Korean capital
with a population of 10 mil-
lion that lies roughly 50 km
from the border. U.S. troops
deployed in East Asia could
also be targeted.

Ever since his Singapore

12 JuD, Jaish members
jailed for terror funding

They were arrested in Punjab province
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The anti-terrorism courts in
Pakistan’s Punjab province
have handed down up to
five years imprisonment to
12 members of the banned
Jamat-ud-Dawah (JuD) and
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
on the charges of terrorism

financing.
According to the Counter
Terrorism Department

(CTD) of the Punjab Police,
it arrested the JuD and JeM
members some time ago on
the charges of terror financ-
ing and presented them be-
fore anti-terrorism courts of
different districts of Punjab
for trial.

“The ATCs sentenced
four leaders of JuD — Asghar
Ali, Junaid Irshad and Ijaz
Ahmad of Rawalpindi and
Abdul Khalig of Rahim Yar
Khan - for two years each
imprisonment with fines,”
the CTD said in a statement
here on Monday.

IN BRIEF

Zardari arrested in
separate graft case
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan's anti-corruption
body on Monday arrested
jailed former President Asif
Ali Zardari in another
corruption case. He is already
in the custody of the National
Accountability Bureau in a
multi-million dollar money
laundering case. p1i

Ex-Pakistan PM indicted
in corruption case
ISLAMABAD

An anti-corruption court in
Pakistan on Monday indicted
former Prime Minister Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf in a corruption
case related to construction
of Rental Power Plants in the
country. pTi
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The Hafiz Saeed-led JuD is
believed to be the front or-
ganisation for the Lashkar-e-
Taiba which is responsible
for carrying out the Mumbai

attacks. It had been de-
clared as a foreign terrorist
organisation by the U.S. in
June 2014.

The statement said that
eight local leaders of JeM
have been convicted by
ATCs for a term of up to five
years.

The JeM had claimed res-
ponsibility for the February
14 Pulwama attack in Jammu
and Kashmir that left 40
CRPF personnel dead, in-
creasing tensions between
India and Pakistan.

summit with Mr. Kim last
year, Mr. Trump, otherwise
known for his incendiary
tweets and threats, has
stayed away from attacking
North Korea. On Sunday, af-
ter holding talks with Mr.
Kim for nearly an hour, he
said “speed is not the ob-
ject”, but a “good deal” is.
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Mr. Kim, on the other side,
has shown interest in engag-
ing with the U.S. and open-
ing up the North’s economy,
which needs relief from
sanctions. Also, North Ko-
rea’s nuclear programme is
primarily rooted in deter-
rence, not in expansionism.

So, at least in theory, a deal is
possible if the North’s securi-
ty concerns are addressed
and sanctions are removed.
In this context, Mr. Trump’s
persistent diplomatic out-
reach appears to be a practi-
cal approach in dealing with
the Korean nuclear crisis.

Two challenges

Mr. Kim has in principle
agreed on denuclearisation.
When negotiating teams of
both countries sit down to
address this issue, they are
likely to face two key chal-
lenges.

One is the historic mis-
trust between the two na-
tions. North Korea, especial-
ly, believes that they were

Former Sri Lanka officials
failed to prevent attacks: AG

‘Charges should be framed against them’

REUTERS
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka’s police chief and
its former Defence Secre-
tary should be charged with
crimes against humanity for
failing to prevent attacks on
churches and luxury hotels
that killed more than 250
people in April, the Attor-
ney General said on
Monday.

The attacks, claimed by
the militant group Islamic
State, took place despite re-
peated warnings from In-
dian intelligence that an at-
tack was imminent.

Attorney General Dappu-
la de Livera wrote to the act-
ing police chief urging him
to bring charges against his
predecessor Pujith Jayasun-
dara and the former Secre-
tary to the Ministry of De-
fence, Hemasiri Fernando.

“There is sufficient infor-
mation to prove negligence
of official duties ... and cri-
minal negligence. It is also

Pujith Jayasundara

considered a grave crime
against humanity under in-
ternational law,” Mr. Livera
said in the letter.

President Maithripala Sir-
isena has accused Mr. Fer-
nando and Mr. Jayasundara
of failing to act on an April 4
intelligence report about an
attack planned for April 21,
Easter Sunday. Both of them
have denied all allegations.

Mr. Jayasundara last
month told a parliamentary
committee that the Presi-
dent had asked him to take
the blame for the bombings
and resign, promising him a
diplomatic  posting in
return.

Russian Opposition leader
sentenced to 10 days in prison

Navalny had taken part in a protest in support of a journalist
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A Moscow court on Monday
sentenced Russian Opposi-
tion leader Alexei Navalny to
10 days in prison for taking
part in a protest in support
of a journalist last month.

“Navalny got 10 days,” his
spokeswoman Kira Yarmysh
wrote on Twitter. Prosecu-
tors accuse Mr. Navalny of
breaking Russia’s strict prot-
est laws during the June 12
rally.

“Ten days for a protest
against lawlessness,” Mr. Na-
valny tweeted after the rul-
ing.

“If we remain silent and
stay at home, the lawless-
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Alexei Navalny

ness will never stop,” he ad-
ded

Mr. Navalny was one of
more than 400 people de-
tained when the police
sought to break up the
peaceful protest that called
for an end of the alleged im-

punity of law enforcement
agencies. He was released
several hours later.

The protest was held on a
public holiday after the pol-
ice  suddenly dropped
trumped-up charges against
respected journalist Ivan Go-
lunov. It was initially called
to press for the freedom of
Mr. Golunov who was re-
leased on the eve of the
march following several
days of public outrage.

Over the last decade, Na-
valny has emerged as one of
the key opponents of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, orga-
nising some of the biggest
anti-Kremlin protests in re-
cent years.

betrayed by the U.S. several
times beginning the Korean
war. In the 1990s, North Ko-
rea and the U.S. (Clinton ad-
ministration) had signed the
‘Agreed Framework’ to
freeze the North’s nuclear
activities. But Pyongyang
pulled out of it when the Ge-
orge W. Bush administration
turned hostile towards it. So
the North needs guarantee
that another administration
would not turn against it
even if it reaches an agree-
ment with President Trump.

Two, Mr. Trump’s other
foreign policy decisions
would hardly assure the
North Koreans. He pulled the
U.S. out of the Iran nuclear
deal, which his predecessor

Barack Obama had signed
with Tehran and other world
powers. Iran agreed to scut-
tle its nuclear programme
under the agreement in re-
turn for the lifting of sanc-
tions. The Trump adminis-
tration is now on a warpath
with Iran, with U.S.-imposed
sanctions squeezing the
country.

For the North Korean re-
gime, its nuclear weapons
are its greatest insurance
against a potential regime
change war. While Mr.
Trump’s diplomatic out-
reach keeps the possibility
for a deal alive, he may have
to address the contradictions
in his foreign policy doctrine
to clinch it.

Caught in the crossfire: Wounded people receiving treatment

in a hospital in Kabul on Monday. =ap

killed, including one child
and two special forces, said
Interior Ministry spokesman
Nasrat Rahimi.

The Health Ministry put
the wounded toll at 116 peo-
ple. Among the injured were
50 children, officials said,
adding that most had been
hurt by flying glass and were
in stable condition.

Mr. Rahimi said all five
gunmen and the driver of

the car had been killed, and
a clearing operation was
over.

Some social media images
purportedly taken at a hos-
pital showed wounded,
stunned children in school
uniforms, still clutching
books as they arrived for
treatment.

Five schools were dam-
aged in the blast, the Educa-
tion Ministry said.

Thousands of protesters
rally in Hong Kong

REUTERS
HONG KONG

Tens of thousands marched
in temperatures of around
33°C from Victoria Park in
an annual rally on Monday
in Hong Kong when the city
marked the anniversary of
its handover from Britain to
China.

Many clapped as protes-
ters held up a poster of
Hong Kong Chief Executive
Carrie Lam inside a bamboo
cage. Organisers said
5,50,000 people turned
out. The police said there
were 1,90,000 at their peak.

A tired-looking Ms. Lam
appeared in public for the
first time in nearly two
weeks, before the storming
of the legislature, flanked by

Carrie Lam

her husband and former
Hong Kong leader Tung
Chee-hwa. “The incident
that happened in recent
months has led to contro-
versies and disputes bet-
ween the public and the go-
vernment,” she said. “This
has made me fully realise
that I, as a politician, have to
remind myself all the time of
the need to grasp public
sentiment accurately.”




