e THE HINDU
SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2019

Iran defends seizure of UK. oil tanker

Tehran says the vessel collided with an Iranian fishing boat after ignoring distress call

REUTERS

GENEVA/LONDON

Britain denounced the Ira-
nian seizure of a British-
flagged oil tanker in the Gulf
as a “hostile act” on Satur-
day, rejecting Tehran’s expla-
nation that it had seized the
vessel because it had been
involved in an accident.

Friday’s action by Iranian
Revolutionary Guards in the
global oil trade’s most impor-
tant waterway has been
viewed in the West as a ma-
jor escalation in three
months of confrontation that
took Iran and the United
States to the brink of war. It
came two weeks after Britain
seized an Iranian tanker off
Gibraltar accused of violat-
ing sanctions on Syria, an ac-
tion that prompted numer-
ous Iranian threats to
retaliate.

A spokesman for Iran’s Re-
volutionary Guards, Briga-
dier-General Ramezan Sha-
rif, said Tehran had seized
the ship in the Strait of Hor-
muz despite the “resistance
and interference” of a British
warship which had been es-
corting it.

Iran’s Fars news agency
said the Guards had taken
control of the Stena Impero
on Friday after it collided
with an Iranian fishing boat
whose distress call it
ignored.

23 crew members
The vessel, carrying no car-
go, was taken to the Iranian
port of Bandar Abbas. It
would remain there with its
23 crew members — 18 of
them Indians — while the ac-
cident was investigated, Ira-
nian news agencies quoted
the head of Ports and Mari-
time Organisation in south-
ern Hormozgan province, Al-
lahmorad  Afifipour, as
saying.

Iran’s semi-official Tasnim
news agency posted a video
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Hong Kong actor stabbed
in mainland China

BEIJING

Hong Kong actor Simon Yam
was stabbed in the stomach
while appearing on stage for
a promotional eventin
southern China on Saturday.
A man ran onto the stage and
stabbed and slashed the
veteran actor, video
broadcast on local media
showed. Mr. Yam was
receiving treatment at a local
hospital and his wounds are
not life-threatening, the local
Huoju Development Zone
police said. arp
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targeted by "acts of
sabotage” in Gulf
waters off its coast.
The U.S. and Saudi
Arabia blame Tehran

June 13: Two fuel-
loaded tankers passing
through the Strait of
Hormuz towards the
Indian Ocean are hit
by mysterious blasts
that cause major fires.
Washington, London
and Riyadh accuse
Tehran of being behind
the attacks
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of the ship anchored at sea,
its name clearly visible. Ira-
nian Foreign Minister told
his British counterpart Jere-
my Hunt that the ship must
go through a legal process
before it could be released,
Iran’s INSA news agency re-
ported.

France, Germany and the
European Union joined Bri-
tain in condemning the
seizure.

Since British Royal Ma-
rines abseiled from a heli-

Total maritime
oil trade

June 20: Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards
say they have shot down
a U.S. drone

June 21: President
Donald Trump says he
approved a retaliatory
strike but cancelled it at

July 5: Tehran
summons U.K.

suspects was

copter off Gibraltar to seize
the Grace 1Iranian tanker on
July 4, a number of Iranian
officials had threatened to
retaliate. After maintaining
silence for more than a
week, Iran’s Supreme Lead-
er, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
called the British action “pi-
racy”. A senior politician
and Revolutionary Guards
commander, Major General
Mohsen Rezai, said on Twit-
ter that Iran was not looking
for war, “but we are not go-

The three chokepoints around the Arabian
Peninsula account for transportation of 40% of
the total oil traded

the last minute

Ambassador over an
incident off Gibraltar
as Royal Marines seize
a tanker that the U.K.

for enriched uranium

July 18: Trump says
the U.S. military
has taken down an
Iranian drone that
came within 1,000
yards of one of its
naval vessels in the
Strait of Hormuz

July 19: Iran seizes
U.K.-flagged Stena
Impero for "failing to
respect international
maritime rules”

SOURCE: AFP, GRAPHIC NEWS, EIA

ing to come up short in
reciprocating”.

Operator Stena Bulk said
on Friday the tanker had
been “in full compliance
with all navigation and inter-
national regulations”, but
could not be contacted. On
Saturday, it said that it was
preparing a request to visit
the crew. The vessel had
been heading to a port in
Saudi Arabia and suddenly
changed course after passing
through the strait.

Pak. PM Imran Khan begins U.S. visit

Terror, Afghan peace process, ties with India to be discussed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan on Saturday left for
his maiden trip to the U.S. to
have face-to-face talks with
President Donald Trump
and reboot  bilateral
relations.

Mr. Khan is undertaking
the three-day trip on the in-
vitation of Mr. Trump, and is
to be joined by Army chief
Gen. Qamar Javed Bajwa and
ISI chief Lt. Gen. Faiz
Hameed.

Diplomatic sources said
that issues like the Afghan
peace process, Pakistan go-
vernment’s action against
terrorism and terror financ-
ing and restoration of mili-
tary aid to Pakistan would be
the highlights of the trip.

Mr. Khan is also expected
to brief President Trump
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Pakistan's Prime Minister
Imran Khan. =reuTers

about the steps he has taken
to normalise relations with
India, especially after the
Pulwama terror attack in
Kashmir.

Doctor’s release sought

Meanwhile, a senior Trump
administration official said
on Friday that Mr. Trump
will seek the release of jailed

Pakistani doctor Shakil Afri-
di during his meeting with
Mr. Khan. Dr. Afridi had
helped the CIA track down
Osama bin Laden.

“This is an extremely im-
portant issue to the Presi-
dent and the American peo-
ple. I think Pakistan could
demonstrate its leadership
role in the region and among
the international communi-
ty by freeing Dr. Afridi, who
remains unjustly impri-
soned in Pakistan,” the offi-
cial told reporters on Friday.

In an interview to Voice of
America, the lawyer and fa-
mily members of Dr. Afridi
expressed hope that Mr.
Trump and Mr. Khan would
discuss his release.

The U.S. has been repeat-
edly requesting Pakistan to
free Dr. Afridi, said the se-
nior administration official.

A hostile act,
says UK.

REUTERS
LONDON

Britain denounced the Ira-
nian seizure of a British-
flagged oil tanker in the
Gulf as a ”hostile act” on
Saturday, rejecting Teh-
ran’s explanation that it
had seized the vessel be-
cause it had been involved
in an accident.

Defence Secretary Pen-
ny Mordaunt called the in-
cident a “hostile act”. Fo-
reign Secretary Jeremy
Hunt said he had ex-
pressed “extreme disap-
pointment” by phone to
his counterpart, Moham-
mad Javad Zarif. Britain al-
so summoned the Iranian
charge d’affaires.

Saudi to host
U.S. troops

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
RIYADH

Saudi Arabia has decided
to host U.S. troops in a joint
move with Washington to
boost regional security, the
kingdom’s Defence Minis-
try said.

“Based on mutual coop-
eration between Saudi Ara-
bia and the United States of
America, and their desire
to enhance everything that
could preserve the security
of the region and its stabili-
ty... King Salman gave his
approval to host American
forces,” a Ministry spokes-
man was quoted by state
news agency SPA as saying.

Saudi Arabia has not
hosted U.S. forces since
2003 when they withdrew
following the end of the
war with Iraq.

Pak. ruling party’s tweets spark
fresh censorship concerns

PTI asks scribes to practise journalism, not ‘agenda’

MEHMAL SARFRAZ
LAHORE

On July 16, the official Twit-
ter handle of the ruling Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
sparked off a fresh debate on
censorship under the pre-
sent regime when it sent out
a dozen tweets on media
ethics, using the hashtag
#JournalismNotAgenda.

The content of the tweets
confirmed that PTI’s media
managers have a murky un-
derstanding of state, citizen-
ship, media and the comple-
mentary way they function
in a democracy, said politi-
cal analyst Salman Zaidi,
speaking to The Hindu.

“Whether or not these
tweets represent the Prime
Minister’s views... the PM is
not known to rein in federal
Ministers when they behave
like trolls,” he said.

Pointing out that many of
the tweets invoked “defence
and security”, Mr. Zaidi said
that with an increased secur-
itisation of the public sector
apparatus, fundamental
freedoms were being de-
fined in terms of security.

Freedoms under threat
“Dictatorships upend media
freedoms, and the PTI may
want to think about the lega-
cy it builds as a party seek-
ing re-election. Not only are
the ‘directives’ issued in the
name of security rather chil-
dish, they come from a party
whose own track for mud-
slinging, defaming, name-
calling and irresponsible
statements is rather well
known,” he said.
Underscoring that some
of the tweets were misun-
derstood by journalists, Mu-
hammad Kamran, opera-
tions head of the PTI’s
official social media team,
told The Hindu that the go-

Rights, duties and censorship: A protest by Pakistani
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journalists in Karachi this month against censorship. =ap

vernment’s aim was to en-
gage media in a “productive
and constructive
discussion”.

“We will never stand for
curbs on media but yes, we
do feel that some journalists
only talk about specific agen-
da, use specific language.
We feel that journalists
should tell the truth and not
follow an agenda... This
hashtag wasn’t for journal-
ists but for those with agen-
das...,” added Mr. Kamran.

However, journalist Bena-
zir Shah told The Hindu that
such tweets are not just “ir-
responsible,” they are out-
right “dangerous” and put
reporters and news organi-
sations at risk. “Recently, si-
milar messages targeting the
freedom of press have come
from other state organisa-
tions as well. Those in Pakis-
tan who still care about an
independent and free press,
and their right to informa-
tion, should be concerned
about the PTI’s authoritar-
ian impulses,” she said.

Senior journalist Ahmad
Noorani told The Hindu that
the tweets were posted to
harass journalists, make
them fall in line and to give a
message to party followers
that they shouldn’t trust cer-

tain journalists critical of the
establishment.

History of attacks

“They fear that such critical
journalistic work can expose
failures of the party and can
also push minds of party
workers to think rationally.
PTI supporters have a histo-
ry of attacking media houses
and journalists and PTI trolls
are known for their abusive
and threatening tweets and
posts against media houses
in general and individual
critical journalists in partic-
ular,” said Mr. Noorani.

He added that he was not
sure whether the Twitter on-
slaught was ordered by the
party’s top leadership,
though the tweets were sent
through the PTI’s official
handle. “I know for a fact
that not all Twitter and Face-
book accounts introducing
themselves as of PTI are be-
ing run by PTI supporters.”

Mr. Kamran said the party
had two kinds of tweeters.
“One, who are members of
our team, who sign our code
of conduct... We monitor
them so we know that they
don’t do anything unethical.
The other set is of suppor-
ters who are not in our
control.”

China stresses need for united trade front

Ugly path of unilaterialism has affected economic stability, says envoy to India

ATUL ANEJA
BEIJING

Ahead of the next informal
summit between Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinp-
ing, China has flagged its in-
terest in partnering India for
building a united front of
emerging economies and de-
veloping countries to coun-
ter trade headwinds.

Amid a spiraling trade war
with the U.S., Ambassador-
designate to India, Sun Wei-
dong, told Indian journalists
on Friday that “the ugly path
of unilateralism and protec-
tionism has now affected the
growth and stability of the
world economy.”

Seeks bigger partnership
“This will surely have an im-
pact on the emerging mar-
kets and the developing

Pregnant black lawmaker claims
she was abused at U.S. store

Erica Thomas was asked to ‘go back to where she came from’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
MABELTON

A pregnant African-Ameri-
can lawmaker in Georgia
said she was verbally at-
tacked in a supermarket on
Friday by a middle-aged
white man who used profan-
ity, called her vulgar names
and told her to “go back
where you came from” as
her nine-year-old daughter
looked on.

Representative Erica Tho-
mas, a Democrat from Aus-
tell, said the man was irate
that she was in an express
line with too many items.

Ms. Thomas said she was
in a line for customers with
10 items or less because she
cannot stand for long pe-
riods of time.

“And this white man
comes up to me and says,
‘You lazy son of a b****” she
said, sobbing as she de-
scribed the confrontation in
a Facebook video. “He says,
‘You lazy son of a b****; you

Georgia Representative
Erica Thomas. =ap

need to go back [to] where

29

you came from’.

Taken aback
Ms. Thomas said she was
stunned by his anger. “I said,
‘Sir, you don’t even know
me. I'm not lazy. I'm nine
months pregnant’.” Ms. Tho-
mas said she never identified
herself to the man as a pu-
blic official. She said she was
so taken aback by his actions
that she didn’t think to try to
record them.

The incident came days
after President Donald

Trump tweeted that four
Congresswomen of colour,
including U.S. Representa-
tive IThan Omar of Minneso-
ta, should go back to the
“broken and crime infested”
countries they came from.

In Ms. Thomas’s video,
she alludes to Mr. Trump’s
attacks. She never mentions
Mr. Trump’s name but says,
“There’s so much hate in
this world and it’s being in-
cited by our President every
single day.” She said that it
appeared the man had alrea-
dy paid for his groceries
when he approached her.
“He ran up on me and just
verbally assaulted me,” she
said. At one point, Ms. Tho-
mas said, the man told her
“You people are ignorant.”

Ms. Thomas said a store
employee at some point ap-
proached the man and told
him to leave. She said she
believes store employees
were slow to respond to the
assault.
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Laying out the agenda: China's new Ambassador to India Sun
Weidong addressing Indian media in Beijing on Friday. =pri

countries because it also
based on the international
order that they rely on,” he
observed.

Seeking a bigger partner-
ship with India on a global
scale, Mr. Sun said on the eve
of his departure to New Del-
hi that China and India had a
“historical” duty to become
frontrunners in protecting

‘El Chapo

 begins life
~term at prison

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
NEW YORK

Mexican drug lord Joaquin
‘El Chapo’ Guzman was
locked up on Friday at the
ADX federal maximum se-
curity prison in the State of
Colorado, where he will
spend the rest of his days.

“We can confirm that...
Guzman is in the custody
of the Federal Bureau of
Prisons” at the Administra-
tive Maximum site in Flo-
rence, central Kansas, read
a short email from the pri-
sons bureau.

Guzman, 62 former co-
leader of Mexico’s feared
Sinaloa drug cartel, was
convicted in February of
smuggling hundreds of
tons of cocaine, heroin,
methamphetamine and
marijuana into the U.S.

In a New York cour-
troom on Wednesday, he
was sentenced to life in pri-
son, and sent to the noto-
rious supermax prison
nicknamed the “Alcatraz of
the Rockies.”

multilateralism and globali-
sation. He pointed out that
the scale and impact of this
initiative should echo the
success of Panchsheel.

The Chinese envoy
flagged the reform of the
World Trade Organisation,
the defence of the UN sys-
tem, cybersecurity, and cli-
mate change as the areas of

China-India collaboration.

Asked to comment on the
trade gap between the two
countries, he said China
“highly values” India’s con-
cerns. He pointed out that
from last year, China had in-
creased imports of Indian
rice and sugar, along with
stepping up the review and
approval process for Indian
pharmaceutical products.

On the resolution of the
border issue, Mr. Sun reiter-
ated that the dialogue
among the Special Represen-
tatives of the two countries,
which began in 2003, had
yielded the political princi-
ples guiding the resolution
of the boundary row. Be-
sides, “the basic principle of
a package planned though
mutual adjustment to re-
solve the boundary issue”
had been identified.

Bangladesh Hindu activist
to be tried for sedition

Had sought U.S. help on minority rights

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Internal issues of Bangla-
desh are for its own citizens
to deal with, a group of civil
society activists said on Sa-
turday after human rights
worker Priya Saha raised
the issue of rights of minori-
ties with U.S. President Do-
nald Trump.

Awami League general se-
cretary Obaidul Quader said
Ms. Saha will be tried for se-
dition upon her return.

“There is an ongoing
drive to create communal
disturbance in non-commu-
nal, democratic Bangladesh.
The recent comments by
Priya Saha is part of a trend.
Our concerns are not for
any neighbour or a distant
nation to deal with,” said
members of the Resistance
Group against Extremism
and Communalism.

Influence of India., U.S.
The group indicated that the
influence of India and the

Bangladesh human rights
activist Priya Saha.

U.S. on the internal affairs of
Bangladesh was growing
and called upon the Sheikh
Hasina government to res-
tore the original secular
Constitution, drafted after
the 1971 War.

Ms. Saha, who was in
Washington to participate in
an event organised by the
State Department from July
16 to 18, had alleged that
Christians, Hindus and
Buddhists were disappear-
ing from Bangladesh and
called for support.

“Please help us. We don’t
want to leave our country,”
she had said.
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