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A bridge across the India-Pakistan abyss

It would be a travesty to waste the opportunities made possible by the Kartarpur corridor plan

What suits Trump

The US. President violated diplomatic
protocols in talking of mediation on Kashmir

acing a furore in Parliament over the issue, the go-
Fvernment has clarified in no uncertain terms that

Prime Minister Narendra Modi did not request
U.S. President Donald Trump to “mediate or arbitrate”
on the Kashmir issue, as Mr. Trump claimed on Mon-
day. Addressing Parliament, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said India remains committed to its policy of
discussing all outstanding issues with Pakistan only bi-
laterally, and assured the House that Mr. Modi did not
raise this with Mr. Trump at their recent meeting in Osa-
ka during the G-20 summit. In making the claim that
has been roundly denied by New Delhi, Mr. Trump
breached several well-laid diplomatic protocols, includ-
ing one against discussing privileged conversations
with a leader, during a public conversation with anoth-
er. Mr. Trump also said a “lot” of his talks with the Pa-
kistan Prime Minister would focus on India and Afghan-
istan, an odd departure from the precept of putting
bilateral issues to the fore, and being more discreet
when discussing sensitive relations involving other
countries. For New Delhi, it may be time to recognise
that Mr. Trump’s comments are a sign of new realities in
international diplomacy, where leaders care less about
niceties and more about open communication. Mr. Mo-
di will have to prepare accordingly for some plain-
speaking when he visits the U.S. and meets with Mr.
Trump, as he is expected to, in September this year.

In the short term, the government’s decision to ad-
dress the claim by Mr. Trump will have nipped any re-
percussions in the bud. The government should pursue
the issue through diplomatic channels with the U.S. go-
vernment, and determine whether Mr. Trump made
the comments out of confusion or deliberately. India
has always opposed any suggestion of third-party me-
diation on Jammu and Kashmir; both the 1972 Shimla
Agreement and the 1999 Lahore declaration included
India’s and Pakistan’s commitment to resolving issues
between them. It is unlikely that Mr. Modi would have
spoken out of line with this policy, and the most charit-
able explanation for Mr. Trump’s new contention is that
he mistook India’s appeal to the international commun-
ity to hold Pakistan accountable for terror groups on its
soil that carry out attacks in Kashmir, for a general de-
sire for mediation. Mr. Trump’s comment in March that
the U.S. successfully mediated for the release of cap-
tured fighter pilot Abhinandan by Pakistan may have
even given him some hope that the U.S. could play a
larger role on the Kashmir issue, and New Delhi would
need to address that. A more worrying proposition is
that Mr. Trump took the line favoured by his Pakistani
interlocutors on Kashmir as a way of enhancing his own
plans for a pullout from Afghanistan with Pakistan’s
help on security and talks with the Taliban. While the
damage from Mr. Trump’s words may not have a very
lasting impact on India-U.S. ties, that from any rushed
measures to force a resolution in Afghanistan will have
far-reaching and lasting impact, including on India.

Caribbean cruise

India goes to the West Indies sensing
more cricketing opportunities than threats

n the past, a tour of the West Indies was deemed the
Itoughest endeavour for any cricketer. Reputations

were either enhanced or lost and fractures seemed
imminent in the battles against the fiery fast bowlers,
while the crowds requested the perfume-ball, a euphe-
mism for a nasty bouncer. But times change, and the in-
herent quality of the Caribbean squads has declined so
much that a sporting visit to the isles with their sunny
beaches is seen as an exercise towards etching tri-
umphs, fattening batting averages and multiplying bow-
ling yields. With this as the backdrop, India will fly half-
way across the earth for a set of three Twenty20s —
interestingly, two of them are being hosted in the Unit-
ed States of America — three ODIs and two Tests against
the West Indies from August 3 to September 3. India will
be the favourites across the three formats, though in li-
mited overs games, where the abridged nature of the
sport tends to iron out the flaws, the host might fancy
its chances. The tour, coming as it does close on the
heels of the World Cup in England, presents an oppor-
tunity for India to look ahead, make a few changes in
personnel and prepare for the future. Transition always
coincides with the quadrennial World Cup and India
too is part of that global trend.

M.S. Dhoni has straddled three generations, the one
that had Sachin Tendulkar, the second with the likes of
Yuvraj Singh and the latest under Virat Kohli as captain.
The former India captain has held firm in a storied ca-
reer of triumphs, losses, frenzied runs, sharp catches
and quicksilver stumpings, but at 38 he is near his crick-
eting twilight. Though he avoided retiring from the blue
shade by preferring to serve the Army in his role as an
honorary lieutenant colonel, Dhoni presented an op-
portunity to M.S.K. Prasad and his fellow selectors to
fast-track Rishabh Pant as the first-choice wicket-keep-
er batsman across all formats. Dhoni, who retired from
Tests in 2014, might still make appearances in the shor-
ter versions, and there is speculation about next year’s
Twenty20 World Cup in Australia being his preferred
last stop. But it all depends on what the selectors and
Kohli prefer as they look at building the team afresh for
the 2023 World Cup in India. The imminent West Indies
tour will help the team management get a fair idea
about the potential in the likes of Shreyas Iyer, Mayank
Agarwal, Manish Pandey, Rahul Chahar, Krunal Pan-
dya, Washington Sundar, Khaleel Ahmed, Deepak Cha-
har and Navdeep Saini, besides the other regulars. The
opposition may be depleted, but for these players,
hope floats and a crucial August awaits.

SUHASINI HAIDAR

ies between India and Pakis-
Ttan are at an ebb — their low-

est in two decades. The
thread from this phase, as a series
of events — the Kargil war (1999),
the Agra Summit (2001), the attack
on Parliament (2001) and Opera-
tion Parakram (2001-02) — meant a
sustained period of deep hostili-
ties, with diplomatic missions
downgraded and travel routes
truncated. Since 2015 and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Lahore
visit in the same year, the leaders
of both countries have not met for
talks. In mid-2018, the backchan-
nel diplomacy between the Na-
tional Security Advisers of both
countries was called off by Pakis-
tan, while in September 2018, In-
dia called off a planned meeting
between the Foreign Ministers in
New York. In the wake of the Pul-
wama terror attack in Jammu and
Kashmir in February this year, In-
dia attacked terror targets in Pakis-
tan which in turn sent fighter jets
to the border. Subsequently, after
India moved missiles and de-
ployed submarines, Pakistan
raised a full air alert and imposed
an airspace ban that lasted till mid-
July.

Unbroken thread

What has been disconnected from
all those tensions are the talks on
the Kartarpur corridor. The offer
from Pakistan’s Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan to open the corridor was
conveyed first by Pakistan Army
Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa,
and accepted by Mr. Modi, mark-
ing a rare moment of coordination
between the two nations.

Faltering steps in the anti-A

That the talks have continued
through one of the most difficult
years in the relationship is equally
remarkable; there have been three
rounds of technical-level meetings
to ensure both sides complete the
infrastructure needed before No-
vember 2019, the 550th anniver-
sary of Sikhism’s founder Guru Na-
nak.

The symbolism for pilgrims
who will be able to travel from De-
ra Baba Nanak town in Punjab to
the Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kar-
tarpur just a few kilometres inside
Pakistan, which are sites where
Guru Nanak spent his last few
years, goes well beyond the date
and year. This is a route that the
Guru and his followers traversed
with ease for half a millennium un-
til Partition resulted in the India-
Pakistan border cutting through it.
While Sikh pilgrims have been gi-
ven easy access since then to Guru
Nanak’s birthplace at Nankana Sa-
hib, the circuitous 200 km route to
Kartarpur via Amritsar-Wagah has
been off limits. The Kartarpur
shrine has one of the last copies of
the original Guru Granth Sahib;
there are some who believe that it
contains not only the wisdom of
the 10 Gurus but is itself the 11th
and last Guru. Giving life to the
wishes of so many will also ensure
political dividends in India, an as-
pect no government in the State or
at the Centre can ignore.

Some irritants

Despite the rich significance of the
corridor, there were many reasons
for the earlier hesitation to revive
the project. The Kartarpur corri-
dor project is an issue that has
been raised by India for several de-
cades, with New Delhi’s reasons
for wanting the corridor clear. Ho-
wever, in the case of Pakistan,
these have not been as transpa-
rent, with the military establish-
ment’s surprise backing only
raised doubts on whether Islama-
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dossier handed over during the
last round of talks on Kartarpur on
July 14, India spelt out its appre-
hensions over Pakistan allowing
separatist Khalistani groups, in-
cluding those funded by groups
based in the United Kingdom, the
United States and Canada, to try
and influence pilgrims. Of specific
concern is the ‘Referendum 2020’
plan by the Sikhs for Justice group
(banned by India).

This group has already held a
series of public events in the U.S.
and the U.K. demanding a ‘world-
wide referendum’ on a separate
Sikh state. The other irritant is the
possible use of the corridor for
drugs and arms movement; there
are many routes and tunnels at the
border between the two Punjabs.
The terror threat by Pakistani Pun-
jab-based anti-India groups such
as the Lashkar-e-Toiba and the
Jaish-e-Mohammad is also a con-
stant concern.

Agreeing to the Kartarpur corri-
dor means the government has
made an exception from a matter
concerning national policy for a
matter of faith. In the last few
years, every avenue has been shut
down from those for official, bilat-
eral and regional (South Asian As-
sociation for Regional Coopera-
tion) talks to even those for travel
and tourism. Trade too has ground
to a halt with cross-Line of Control
(LoC) trade route suspension the
latest casualty.

With such strictures in place,
New Delhi’s decision to embark on
a course that will need regular and
repeated India-Pakistan meetings
is nothing short of a breach of its
otherwise firm “no talks without
terror ending” policy. For exam-
ple, at a time when Indian and Pa-
kistani Ministers do not even hold
talks when they meet at multilater-
al conferences, New Delhi sent
two senior Ministers to Pakistan to
participate in the ground-breaking
ceremony for the event. It remains
to be seen who the government
will send to the inauguration, and
whether Mr. Modi, who has li-
kened building the Kartarpur cor-
ridor to the fall of the Berlin wall,
will grace the occasion.

A range of possibilities

With the Kartarpur exception to
India’s policy on Pakistan now es-
tablished, it is necessary to see
whether it can be built on to create
a mechanism for broader conver-
sations between India and Pakis-
tan. The obvious extension from
this would be for having other
faith-based “corridors” for Hindu,
Muslim and Sikh pilgrims in both
countries; this would be in addi-
tion to the list of 20 shrines (15 in
Pakistan, five in India) that were
negotiated under the 1974 Protocol
on visits to Religious Shrines.

The template that Kartarpur
has given both sides is also worth
considering for the format of other
bilateral negotiations given that
the talks have been immunised
from both terror attacks and elec-
tion rhetoric. The venue of the
talks, at the Attari-Wagah zero
point, lends itself to more success-
ful outcomes too away from the
glare of the media, without focus
on arrangements for both parties.
The two sides can cross over, meet
for the duration of talks and return
after issuing a pre-arranged joint
statement.

The timing of the Kartarpur
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The commitment to end the AIDS pandemic by 2030 needs strong and fearless leadership

¢ )

J.V.R. PRASADA RAO

he Joint UN programme on
TAIDS, commonly known as

UNAIDS, is facing one of the
worst challenges afflicting the glo-
bal AIDS response — this time an
existential threat questioning its
very relevance. The UN Secretary-
General, Anténio Guterres, is ex-
pected to appoint a new executive
director after the departure of Mi-
chel Sidibé in May 2019 on the re-
commendation of the programme
coordinating board which manag-
es the organisation. There are
strong contenders from Africa and
the U.S. in the reckoning among
those who have been shortlisted.

A pivotal role

At such a crucial time, it is disturb-
ing to hear voices again question-
ing the relevance of UNAIDS for
the global response.

There are suggestions that AIDS
should go back to the World
Health Organisation (WHO) where
it originally belonged to some 25
years ago. And that the new execu-
tive director should be equipped

with an exit strategy to wind up
the organisation.

Since its establishment in 1994,
UNAIDS has been able to success-
fully mobilise world opinion to
mount an exceptional response to
an epidemic which has consumed
over 20 million lives with still no
effective treatment or cure. The
UN General Assembly Special Ses-
sion (UNGASS) 2001 was a game
changer with the adoption of a
political resolution that itself was
exceptional in many ways. The
creation of a Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
(GFATM) and the slashing of prices
of AIDS drugs by Indian generics
have brought treatment within the
reach of many countries. Today
some 22 million people are under
antiretroviral therapy (ART) and
preventing mother-to-child trans-
mission of HIV has become an
achievable goal by 2020. The or-
ganisation has provided leader-
ship to many countries which in 10
years (2001-2010) could halt the
epidemic and reverse the trend.

The epidemic is still alive

However, at a time when it should
be leading the global response to
end AIDS as a public health threat,
the organisation has started to fal-
ter in its strategy. First came the
extremely optimistic messaging
blitz that the world was going to
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see the end of AIDS very soon.
This is far from true. Regions such
as eastern Europe and Central Asia
and West Asia are nowhere near
reaching that goal, with many
countries such as Russia witness-
ing a raging epidemic among drug
users and men who have sex with
men (MSM) communities. With
the top leadership in UNAIDS ex-
horting countries to bring AIDS
“out of isolation” and integrate
with health systems, the political
leadership in many countries have
thought that AIDS is no more a
challenge.

Second has been the thinking
that the AIDS epidemic can simply
be treated away by saturating anti
retroviral (ARV) coverage. Nothing
could be farther from the truth. It
is forgotten that AIDS affects the
poor, the marginalised and crimi-
nalised communities dispropor-
tionately as they face challenges in
accessing the ‘test and treat’ pro-
grammes. The ever increasing
number of young people who are

joining the ranks of vulnerable
populations do not get prevention
messages like in the past. National
programmes do not any more con-
sider condoms, sexual education
and drug harm reduction as cen-
tral to the prevention of HIV trans-
mission that results from unpro-
tected sex and drug use. Funding
for non-governmental organisa-
tions and community-based or-
ganisations working on prevention
has virtually dried up.

Third has been the weakening
of country leadership of UNAIDS
in many high-prevalence coun-
tries. Senior country-level posi-
tions are, in many instances, held
by people who do not possess the
core competence to constructively
engage political leadership to un-
dertake legal reforms and provide
access to services to marginalised
populations.

Weakening activism

But the biggest setback has been
the lost voice of vulnerable com-
munities which was the main driv-
ing force of AIDS response in the
decade after UNGASS. Activism
surrounding AIDS has suddenly
fizzled out emboldening many
countries, especially in Africa, to
further stigmatise and discrimi-
nate by enacting new laws that cri-
minalise vulnerable sections of
society.

opening may also lend itself to ex-
ploring other bilateral
engagements.

Ahead of the next plenary of the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
in October, Pakistan will remain
under pressure to keep terror
groups subdued. According to va-
rious reports, infiltration figures at
the LoC are significantly lower (a
43% reduction since the Balakot
strikes in February); officials have
marked about 20 terror camps in
PoK they believe have been “shut
down” recently. Civilian and mili-
tary casualties from ceasefire vio-
lations have also reduced. Pakis-
tan Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
government, which has been bu-
oyed by Mr. Khan’s U.S. visit and
by Pakistan’s new-found accep-
tance in the international com-
munity for its role in Taliban talks,
and Mr. Modi’s government, which
has been bolstered by its strong
electoral mandate, will also be in
the strongest positions politically
to forge agreements.

Thus, it would be a travesty to
waste the opportunity made possi-
ble by the Kartarpur corridor, and
by extension, the founder of the
Sikh faith himself (revered by Hin-
dus and Muslims in India and Pa-
kistan) to bring both countries
back to the table for talks. The
most famous story at Kartarpur is
the one of the ‘miracle’ that Guru
Nanak wrought after his death as
his Hindu and Muslim followers
debated late into the night wheth-
er their Guru should be cremated
or buried. When they awoke, his
body had vanished, replaced by
flowers which they divided up.
The Guru Nanak’s ‘samadhi’ and
grave were built side by side. As
pilgrims across the border pay a
visit in November, it should be
clear what the bigger miracle is:
that the Kartarpur exception has
been made at all.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

To add to its woes, the charges
against one of the senior most staff
and his exit from the organisation
have seriously compromised UN-
AIDS at a time when the global res-
ponse needs its leadership the
most. The new executive director
will have an unenviable task of not
just restoring the credibility and
relevance of the organisation but
strengthening its presence at
country level and making it more
meaningful to the communities
which look to it for leadership. The
new executive director has to
work relentlessly to place preven-
tion of the epidemic and empo-
wering communities at the centre
of global response.

With 1.7 million new infections
and one million deaths occurring
every year, we can’t afford to drop
the ball half way. The commitment
to end AIDS by 2030 is ambitious
but not impossible to achieve.
What we need is a re-energised
UNAIDS with a strong and fearless
leadership from a person of high
integrity and commitment along
with a sincere effort to remove the
deadwood from the organisation.
Any thought of winding it up or
giving the mandate back to WHO
would be suicidal at this moment.

JV.R. Prasada Rao is a former Health
Secretary, Government of India. The views
expressed are personal
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Trump and the ‘K’ word
The claim by U.S. President
Donald Trump that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
broached the subject of Mr.
Trump’s mediation on the
Kashmir issue during the
meeting of the two leaders
in Osaka in June, is
stunning (Page 1, “I would
love to be a mediator on
Kashmir: Donald Trump”,
July 23). Is it a white lie? Or
is it a political gimmick?
Even if India had sought his
assistance, the fact that the
U.S. has all along been
providing military
assistance to Pakistan
would by itself make
America very unsuitable as
a mediator.

B.V.K. THAMPI,
Thiruvananthapuram

= Mr. Trump’s offer could
well be a trap, a product of
his meeting with the Pakistan
Prime Minister. The U.S. has
a history of long friendship
with Pakistan. There may be
a hitch at present in their

relationship but self-interest
has always been a priority in
American foreign policy. The
offer may be a part of a
strategy relating to Pakistan-
China policy. Once we are
drawn to the mediation
table, our contention of
sovereignty over Kashmir
will be jeopardised.

S. RAJAGOPALAN,
Chennai

m [t is significant that as no
less than the POTUS himself
has named the Indian Prime
Minister as personally having
sought Mr. Trump’s
meditation, it is in the fitness
of things and in keeping with
the best parliamentary
traditions that the Prime
Minister offers his own
clarification on the floor of
the House even if it means
causing personal
embarrassment to Mr.
Trump, who is not known to
observe diplomatic niceties.
If Mr. Modi chooses to
remain silent fearing a
diplomatic backlash from the

U.S., a doubt about who is
economical with the truth
will gain ground hurting the
Prime Minister’s credibility.

S.K. CHOUDHURY,
Bengaluru

® India may maintain that the
Kashmir issue should be
resolved bilaterally but the
fact is that there have been
regular global interventions
as far as India-Pakistan
relations are concerned.
During the Kargil intrusions
in 1999, it was the Clinton
administration which led
Pakistan to step back. Also
after 9/11, it was the U.S. and
the U.K. which helped in
blacklisting Pakistan-based
terror outfits. India has relied
on global support when it
comes to cornering Pakistan.
Therefore, Mr. Trump
wanting to be a mediator
should not raise hackles.

HARVINDER SINGH CHUGH,
Jalandhar, Punjab

= Mr. Trump is turning out to
be an inexperienced

statesman, examples being
his meddling in Obamacare,
his unilaterally scrapping the
Iran nuclear deal, verbal
attacks on European leaders
and his mishandling of the
immigrants issue in the U.S.
Mr. Trump needs to set his
own house in order first
before he can even think of
mediating on Kashmir.

T. ANAND RA]J,
Chennai

u The U.S. has most often
been at the wrong end of
understanding the
geopolitical affairs of
developing countries,
Vietnam, Iran and Iraq being
examples. America’s attempt
to help these countries has
ended in disastrous results.
In the Kashmir conflict, a
mediator must understand
the socio-cultural context of
the State as well as its history
which Mr. Trump is clearly
unaware of.

I am sure that the Prime
Minister, despite his
shortcomings, did not raise

the question of mediation
seriously with Mr. Trump.
Observing the U.S.’s previous
attempts at mediation, it
would be much better if the
process involved only India
and Pakistan even if it takes
another 70 years.

HANNAH JACOB P.,
Bengaluru

The ISRO model

The successful launch of
Chandrayaan-2 demonstrates
what India is capable of
doing if there is unwavering
focus and funding. The
successful model of ISRO
should be replicated in the
defence sector especially
when India is spending
billions of rupees buying
arms. If we can develop a
credible weapons
manufacturing ecosystem
that is on a par with our
space industry, we can save
billions and also tap the
billion dollar international
weapons market.

Dr. N. RATHAN PRASAD REDDY,
Gajwel, Telangana

That it is not just youngsters
from ‘dysfunctional families’
but also those from ‘perfectly
normal families” who are
becoming drug victims
“solely for recreational
purposes” is alarming
(Ground Zero’ page,
““Ecstacy and the agony”,
July 20). This is possibly due
to a lack of proper parental
monitoring, compounded
when one or both parents
is/are working abroad as in
Kerala. The pocket money
being given to middle and
upper-class youngsters is
way beyond basic
requirements.

The statement that
Uthamapuram is “notorious
for ganja trade but remains
out of bounds for
enforcement agencies” is
baftling. The “Student Police
Cadet” scheme must be
emulated across India.

KOSARAJU CHANDRAMOULI,
Hyderabad
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The complexities of Naga identity

The Nagaland govt. will face many hurdles in its quest to compile a list of indigenous inhabitants

SUSHANTA TALUKDAR

The Nagaland government’s move to
compile a Register of Indigenous In-
habitants of Nagaland (RIIN) opens
up possibilities in the context of the
decision to link the register to the In-
ner Line Permit (ILP) system without
a consensus on the definition of an
‘indigenous inhabitant’.

One such possibility is of RIIN
pushing the negotiators engaged in
the ongoing Naga peace talks to artic-
ulate new and hardened positions on
the contentious issue of integration
of contiguous Naga-inhabited areas.

Though the official notification on
RIIN has not mentioned a cut-off date
to compile the proposed register, the
authorities in Nagaland have till date
issued indigenous inhabitant certifi-
cates using December 1, 1963 as the
cut-off date. Nagaland was inaugurat-
ed as India’s 16th State on this date
following the ‘16-point agreement’
between the government of India
and the Naga People’s Convention on
July 26, 1960.

Opposition from NSCN (I-M)

The National Socialist Council of Na-
galim (Isak-Muivah), which has been
engaged in peace talks with the go-
vernment of India since 1997, has op-
posed the compilation of RIIN assert-
ing that “all Nagas, wherever they
are, are indigenous in their land by
virtue of their common history”.

A statement issued by the ‘Minis-
try of Information and Publicity’ of
the self-styled Government of the Pe-
ople’s Republic of Nagalim reads:
“The present move of the State go-
vernment to implement [the] Regis-
ter of Indigenous Inhabitants of Na-
galand (RIIN) is contradictory to the
inherent rights of the Nagas. It is pol-
itically motivated to suit the interest
of the groups advocating for the 16-
Point Agreement’. The ‘Nagaland
State’ does not and will not represent
the national decision of the Naga pe-
ople. It was formed purely to divide
the Nagas.” The self-styled govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of Na-
galim is the parallel government run
by the NSCN(I-M).
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Sumi tribesman performing a warrior dance during the Tuluni festival in

Dimapur, Nagaland, in 2016. =GeTTY IMAGES

On June 29, the Nagaland govern-
ment notified that RIIN “will be the
master-list of all indigenous inhabi-
tants” of the State. All those to be in-
cluded will be issued “barcoded and
numbered indigenous inhabitant
certificates”. It added that all existing
indigenous inhabitant certificates
would become invalid once the pro-
cess of compiling RIIN is completed
and fresh certificates issued.

RIIN is different from Assam’s Na-
tional Register of Citizens (NRC) as
exclusion or inclusion in RIIN is not
going to determine the Indian citi-
zenship of anyone in Nagaland.

Three conditions
Since 1977, a person, in order to be
eligible to obtain a certificate of indi-
genous inhabitants of Nagaland, has
to fulfil either of these three condi-
tions: a) the person settled perma-
nently in Nagaland prior to Decem-
ber 1, 1963; b) his or her parents or
legitimate guardians were paying
house tax prior to this cut-off date;
and c) the applicant, or his/her pa-
rents or legitimate guardians, ac-
quired property and a patta (land
certificate) prior to this cut-off date.

The compilation of RIIN also in-
volves the complexities of deciding
claims in respect of children of non-
Naga fathers as well as non-Naga chil-
dren adopted by Naga parents.

If the Nagaland government goes
ahead with a compilation of RIIN

Giving ties with Seoul a facelift

India-South Korea relations are yet to reach their
full potential despite making significant strides

LAKHVINDER SINGH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met
South Korean President Moon Jae-in
on the sidelines of the G20 summit
last month in Osaka. Both agreed to
find common ground between Se-
oul’s ‘New Southern Policy’ and New
Delhi’s ‘Act East Policy’.

Today, India and South Korea have
the shared values of open society, de-
mocracy and liberal international
economic order and their mutual en-
gagement is at a historically unprece-
dented level. Significant strides have
been made in several areas of science
and technology.

The Indo-Korea Science and Tech-
nology Centre, established in Benga-
luru in 2010 as a collaboration bet-
ween the Indian Institute of Science
and the Korea Institute of Science
and Technology, is a shining example
in this regard.

The emerging balance of power in
the region has also start-
ed influencing the trajec-
tory of defence ties. Co-
production of the K9
Thunder howitzer is a
prime example of the on-
going defence collabora-
tion. With technology
transfer from South Ko-
rea, India’s Larsen and
Toubro plans to achieve
over 50% localisation by manufactur-
ing the key components of these wea-
pon systems domestically as part of
‘Make in India’. Further, both coun-
tries have regularised education ex-
changes. Additionally, there is regu-
lar security dialogue between India’s
National Security Adviser and the in-
telligence agencies of Korea.

The fallout of trade war

The ongoing trade war between U.S.
and China has also started playing in-
to India-South Korea bilateral ties as
South Korean companies are now
finding it more difficult to sell their
products in the U.S., whenever they
are produced in their Chinese
branches. Growing trade tensions
have forced South Korean companies
to contemplate moving their produc-
tion facilities to locations outside Chi-
na. India is emerging as a prime be-
neficiary here, not least because of
the considerable size of the Indian

CM
K

domestic market, its cheap labour
costs and a stable legal system.

At the Osaka meeting, both leaders
emphasised the need to create a new
“synergy” to meet new challenges.
Since India opened up its economy in
the early 1990s, India-South Korea
trade ties have grown from few
hundred million dollars to $22 billion
at the end of 2018. Today the major
items that India exports to South Ko-
rea include mineral fuels, oil distil-
lates (mainly naphtha), cereals and,
iron and steel. South Korea’s main ex-
ports to India include automobile
parts and telecommunication equip-
ment, among others.

Trade target likely to be missed
However, despite the robust ties, not
everything is going as planned. The
trade target of $50 billion by 2030 is
most likely to be missed due to lack
of adequate efforts. The Comprehen-
sive Economic Partner-
ship Agreement, origi-
nally the core
mechanism for econom-
ic ties, requires imme-
diate upgrading. An ear-
ly harvest agreed to last
year, under which India
agreed to reduce tariff
on 11 commodities and
South Korea on 17, failed
to see completion.

More than eight years into its exis-
tence, the Indian Chamber of Com-
merce in Korea (ICCK), is struggling
to find its due space in promoting
economic and business ties and
spends most of its time organising so-
cial and cultural events. A new, em-
powered commerce body is the ur-
gent need of the hour. The Indian
Cultural Centre, established more
than ten years ago, has failed to reach
out to common South Koreans, who
still fail to differentiate between India
and Indonesia. While it teaches re-
gional dance forms to children, the
bigger picture of introducing India to
the general South Korean population
has been lost. Further, social and
economic discrimination against In-
dians working and living in South Ko-
rea is still a regular occurrence.

The writer is a Seoul-based geo-strategist

with this cut-off date, then all Naga
people who have migrated to the
State from the neighbouring States of
Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pra-
desh and elsewhere in India after this
day will have to be excluded.

The NSCN(I-M) statement adds,
“Nothing is conclusive on the Naga
issue, until and unless a mutually
agreed honourable political solution
is signed between the two entities.
Therefore, any attempt to dilute the
final political settlement by justifying
any past accord of treasons should
be seriously viewed by all Nagas.”

This clearly indicates the opposi-
tion the Nagaland government may
have to face if it goes ahead with the
move to compile RIIN. The Centre
and the NSCN (I-M), which is the lar-
gest among all armed Naga rebel
groups, signed a Framework Agree-
ment in 2015, the content of which
has still not been made public, in
turn leaving room for speculation on
the contentious issue of integration
of all contiguous Naga-inhabited
areas of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur
and Arunachal Pradesh.

Unless otherwise clarified through
an official notification, the proposed
linking of RIIN with the ILP system
may require large numbers of non-in-
digenous inhabitants of Dimapur dis-
trict, more particularly the commer-
cial hub (Dimapur town), to obtain
an ILP to carry out day-to-day activi-
ties. Most of them migrated from oth-

er States and have been carrying out
trade, business and other activities
for decades. Migration also explains
the higher density of population in
Dimapur district (409 persons per
sq. km) when compared to all the
other districts in the State. The ILP is
a travel document issued by the go-
vernment of India to allow a ‘domes-
tic tourist’ to enter Nagaland, and is
valid for 30 days.

Streamlining ILP

The Supreme Court, on July 2, dis-
missed a Public Interest Litigation
seeking a directive against the Naga-
land government’s move to imple-
ment the ILP in the entire State in-
cluding Dimapur district, which had
so far been kept out of the purview of
the ILP system.

A report prepared by the govern-
ment, in collaboration with the
UNDP in 2009, gave information on
migration patterns in Nagaland. Tit-
led ‘Rural-Urban Migration: A The-
matic Report’, it said that in 2001, As-
sam was the State with the highest
number of migrants to Nagaland
(19,176 people), followed by Bihar
(7,249 people) and Manipur (4,569
people). A large section of people
(about 45% of them in the case of As-
sam, 59% in the case of Bihar and
25% in the case of Manipur) had mi-
grated for better employment and
business opportunities.

While the move to streamline the
ILP system to curb the influx of “ille-
gal migration” to Nagaland has been
welcomed by civil society, public
opinion is still divided on compiling
RIIN without a consensus on the cut-
off date.

As the Nagaland government has
begun a consultation process on RI-
IN, it will be under pressure to de-
link the work of streamlining the ILP
mechanism from the proposed regis-
ter and put it on hold till the ongoing
peace process concludes and the fi-
nal solution is worked out.

Besides this, the complexities that
may arise in streamlining the ILP me-
chanism due to non-issuance of
domicile certificates or permanent
residence certificates to a large num-
ber of non-Naga, non-indigenous in-
habitants could also make the task
even more difficult for the Neiphiu
Rio-led Nagaland government.

Sushanta Talukdar is Editor, nezine.com, a
bilingual online magazine on the Northeast

Making the water-guzzIling
thermal plants accountable

An improved monitoring mechanism can play a key role

PARUL KUMAR
BHARATH JAIRA]

The advancing monsoon has brought relief
to many parts of India, but its progress has
been slower than average and the country is
still in the midst of a rainfall deficit, with mil-
lions facing an acute water shortage. Water is
essential for human survival, and for agricul-
ture and industry. It is important that India —
which has only 4% of the world’s renewable
water resources but about 18% of the world’s
population — consumes water more sensibly.

In India’s pursuit of 100% electrification
goal, the country’s installed power capacity
will need to be doubled. Even with the
growth of renewable energy (RE), coal has
been projected to be the backbone of the
electricity sector till 2030 and beyond. Ma-
naging the electricity needs of a country
that’s already dealing with water scarcity will
be a challenge.

Located in water-scarce areas

Thermal power plants (TPPs) consume sig-
nificant amounts of water during the elec-
tricity generation process. Most of India’s
TPPs are located in water-stressed areas, and
water shortages have led to electricity-gener-
ation disruptions and significant revenue
losses to the economy.

In December 2015, the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Climate Change issued
a notification setting limits for water con-
sumption by TPPs. However, the amended
Environment Protection (EP) Rules codified
in June 2018 ended up permitting TPPs to
use more water than what was initially spec-
ified. There are certain mechanisms that
need to be strengthened to make these regu-
lations more effective.

The Central Electricity Authority (CEA)
recently released the format for TPPs to re-
port on their annual water consumption.
The power plants were asked to specify both
metered and un-metered usage, report on
the source (like river, canal or sea), and state
the percentage of deviation from the water
norms, along with the reasons and the cor-
rective measures undertaken.

These guidelines can be strengthened by
including other relevant inputs. First, TPPs
should disclose the amount of water con-
sumed by them in previous years, so that a
baseline for water consumption per TPP can
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BE AWESOME
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% share of green
cards issued
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Skill over family | The merit-based immigration
proposal aims to increase the share of green cards
issued based on employment from 12% to 57%

The U.S. is mulling a reduction in the number of green cards issued based on family
ties and an increase in the share of skills-based immigrants. As the total number of
green cards issued is proposed to remain the same, the idea may benefit highly-
skilled Indians who wish to settle in the U.S. By Sumant Sen & Niharika Pandya

% of
family-based '
green cards

Where India stands | Graphs show the share of employment-based &
family-based green card beneficiaries across select countries in 2017.

Indians (®) received 17% of all employment-based green cards in 2017 —
highest among all nations — while receiving only 5% of the family-based ones
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be established, and subsequent reductions
in water consumption can be quantified. Se-
cond, these reporting requirements — cur-
rently in the form of an Excel sheet on the
CEA website — must be added to the EP
Rules, to accord the disclosure process grea-
ter transparency and enforceability. Third,
TPPs should also be required to submit veri-
fiable evidence (for example, water bills) to
support and substantiate the disclosures.
Without these, the self-reporting guidelines
will remain weak.

Finally, the data supplied by TPPs should
be placed in the public domain, so that the
parameters disclosed can be studied in the
context of region-specific water shortages,
outages in the plants, and future research
and analysis in this field.

Specifying penalties

Section 15 of the EP Act provides for a blan-
ket penalty for contravention of any provi-
sions of the Environment Protection Act or
EP Rules: up to five years of imprisonment
and/or up to 31 lakh fine along with addition-
al daily fines for continuing offences. Howev-
er, the Act does not stipulate specific penal-
ties for specific offences. Perhaps this is an
area for review by the government, so that
we have a more nuanced framework for en-
forcement and penalties.

Further, the relevant officials in charge of
enforcement, across the Ministry and the
CEA, should be identified, and their roles
clearly defined. The implementation of
these norms should include milestones and
time-based targets, and periodic monitoring
of the progress of TPPs in making
improvements.

In addition to reducing the stress caused
by TPPs, shifting to a more aggressive RE
pathway will help India achieve its global cli-
mate targets. However, this will need further
work — particularly to regulate water con-
sumption by specific RE technologies. The
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has
taken a first step by issuing a notice to State
governments on reducing water use for
cleaning solar panels and to explore alterna-
tive mechanisms to ensure that solar panels
remain efficient.

India will need to balance the needs of its
growing economy with its heightening water
stress. Stringent implementation of stan-
dards for judicious water use by TPPs, com-
bined with the promotion of RE and energy
efficiency, will offer pathways for achieving
these goals.

The writers work with the energy programme at the
World Resources Institute, India
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 24, 1969

Space workshop to be put in orbit

The United States plans to put a space work-
shop into orbit in 1972, the Space Agency an-
nounced here [Houston] yesterday [July 22].
The National Aeronautics and Space Admi-
nistration (NASA) said the third stage of the
giant Saturn 5 rocket used to send Apollo
spaceships to the moon would be used to
house the orbiting laboratory and observa-
tory. The project will study man’s physiolog-
ical and psychological responses in the
space environment, and provide more de-
tailed information on his capabilities for ex-
tended manned flight. The workshop is to be
fitted out on the ground and will be
launched into a 220 nautical mile circular
earth orbit. It will be occupied by a crew of
three astronauts who will follow in a smaller
rocket about a day later. At first, the astro-
naut-scientists will spend about 28 days in
the orbiting workshop, but later visits lasting
up to 56 days are planned. The laboratory
will be built into a modified S-IVB third stage
of the Saturn 5 rocket. The S-IVB is used as
the Saturn 1B’s second stage.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 24, 1919.
Castor-oil prices.

Indian castor-oil has now been proved to be
an excellent lubricant and the scarcity of
mineral oils here has made people to resort
to the vegetable lubricant so much so that its
prices have soared very high in the past
some months. In February 1918 the export of
castor-oil was restricted to the United King-
dom but the restriction was removed on
22nd February 1919. Owing to the failure of
the south-west monsoon in June and July,
the 1918-1919 crop of castor-seed was about
25 per cent, smaller than the large crop of
1917-1918. There was a strong local demand
for the oil which was extensively used as a lu-
bricant in the absence of the usual mineral
lubricating oil. Local prices helped by specu-
lation, it is stated, rose considerably varying
from Rs. 125 to Rs. 225 per candy of 500 Ib.
and reached figures at which the Ministry of
Food was unwilling to buy and increase its
large stocks in England. The total shipments
amounted to 559,881 gallons in 1918-19
against 920,758 gallons during the previous
year, practically the whole of which went to
the United Kingdom. The scope for the in-
creased production of castor as a lubricant
thus promises to be wide; and it would be
well if the Agricultural Department would
devote some attention to this raising of cas-
tor seeds.
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The rise of

PARTY VOTE
Almost 1,60,000
Conservative members
were eligible to vote

Turnout

874%

L

June 19, 1964: Born
as Alexander Boris

de Pfeffel Johnson in
New York, where his
father was studying at
Columbia University

The Daily Telegraph's Livingstone to become 2 )
1983: After schooling EU corre}gpongenfin Mayor of London. After May_as Britain's next PM, beating
at Eton, he enters Brussels being re-elected for another ~ Foreign Secretary Jeremy
Oxford's Balliol ; four years in 2012, he Hunt in the
College where he 1999-2005: Editor of  oversees the city's hosting Conservative
graduates in classics news magazine The of that year's Olympic leadership
four years later Spectator Games contest

Parliament

He could face a call from the
Labour Party for a vote of no-

confidence one day after taking

1987-1988: Works as
a journalist for The
Times. Sacked for
fabricating quotes

1989-1994: Becomes

Boris Johnson, the former London Mayor who supported Brexit, is set to become the next Prime
Minister of Britain after Conservative Party members elected him as the party leader

Vi ‘2
Boris :johnson Jeremy Hunt
92,153 46,656
votes votes
F E O F J OHNSON

office. With just 311 Conservative
seats in the 650-seat Parliament,
a failure to win could cause the
government to collapse and
trigger a general election

2001: Elected as
Conservative MP from the
Henley constituency near
London. Re-elected in 2005

2008: Defeats Ken

July 13, 2016: Appointed Foreign Secretary
in PM Theresa May's government

July 9, 2018: Resigns over May's
Brexit strategy

July 23, 2019: Wins race to replace

IRAN: The release of

July 24, 2019: Due to be formally
installed as PM at a meeting with
Queen Elizabeth Il
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CHINA: He will have to

the British-flagged

tanker Stena Impero,

captured by Iran in

the Strait of Hormuz

decide on what role Chinese

CHALLENGES AHEAD

Brexit:

Johnson is committed
to getting Britain out of
EU by October 31

EU has said renegotiation is
not an option, but Johnson
wants a "better deal"

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS

U.S.: The U.K. needs a good relationship
with its closest military ally and

firm Huawei will be given
in the development of 5G
infrastructure in Britain

major export market. The U.K. and
the U.S. want to agree to a swift and
comprehensive free trade agreement

Johnson the Brexiteer vows to seal divorce deal

‘We are going to deliver it on October 31, take advantage of all the opportunities it will bring, and defeat Jeremy Corbyn’

REUTERS

LONDON

Boris Johnson, the Brexiteer
who has promised to lead
Britain out of the EU with or
without a deal by the end of
October, will replace There-
sa May as Prime Minister af-
ter winning the leadership of
the Conservative Party on
Tuesday.

His convincing victory ca-
tapults the United Kingdom
towards a showdown with
the European Union and to-
wards a constitutional crisis
at home, as British lawmak-
ers have vowed to bring
down any government that
tries to leave the bloc with-
out a divorce deal.

“We are going to get Brexit
done on October 31, and we
are going to take advantage

IN BRIEF

Mark Esper appointed
Pentagon chief
WASHINGTON

The U.S. Senate on Tuesday
confirmed former soldier
Mark Esper as Secretary of
Defense, filling America's
longest-ever Pentagon
leadership vacuum as
Washington faces mounting
tensions with Iran. arp

'U.S. may have downed 2
Iranian drones last week’
WASHINGTON

A U.S. warship may have
brought down a second
Iranian drone in the Strait of
Hormuz last week, the head
of the U.S. Central Command
said. "We are confident we
brought down one drone, we
may have brought down a
second,” General Kenneth
McKenzie said. arp

of all the opportunities it will
bring in a new spirit of ‘can
do’,” Mr. Johnson, 55, said af-
ter the result was an-
nounced. “Like some slum-
bering giant, we are going to
rise and ping off the guy-
ropes of self-doubt and
negativity.”

Mr. Johnson said the man-
tra of his leadership cam-
paign had been to “deliver
Brexit, unite the country and
defeat (Opposition Labour
leader) Jeremy Corbyn — and
that is what we are going to
do”.

The victory for one of Bri-
tain’s most flamboyant politi-
cians places an avowed Brex-
it supporter in charge of the
government for the first time
since the U.K. voted to leave
the EU in the shock 2016 re-

-

Three cheers: A pro-Brexit demonstrator and Brexit Party
activists, right, in London on Tuesday. =arp

ferendum. The Brexit refe-
rendum showed a U.K. divid-
ed about much more than
the EU, and has fuelled soul-
searching about everything
from regional secession and
immigration to capitalism,
the legacy of empire, and

modern Britishness.

Brexit, which has already
toppled two Conservative
Prime Ministers, will domi-
nate. Mr. Johnson has
pledged to negotiate a new
Brexit divorce deal with the
EU to secure a smooth transi-

Former Chinese premier

Li Peng passes away at 90

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESS
BEIJING

Former Chinese premier Li
Peng — known for his role in
the Tiananmen Square
crackdown — has died at the
age of 90, state media said
on Tuesday.

Mr. Li died of an unspeci-
fied illness in Beijing after he
failed to respond to medical
treatment late on Monday,
the official Xinhua news
agency said. The ex-premier
had previously battled blad-
der cancer.

Mr. Li gained notoriety
worldwide as one of the key
architects of the brutal brea-
kup of mass pro-democracy
demonstrations in the capi-
tal on June 4, 1989, and
stayed at the top of the Com-
munist regime for more than
a decade, while remaining a

Li Peng

hated symbol of the repres-
sion until his death.

After vast crowds of stu-
dents, workers and others
had been encamped for
weeks in Tiananmen Square
to demand change, Mr. Li
proclaimed martial law on
May 20, 1989. Two weeks la-
ter, on the night of June 3-4,
the military put a bloody
end to the protests, killing

hundreds of civilians — by
some estimates more than
1,000. Though the decision
to send in the troops was a
collective one, Mr. Li was
widely held responsible for
the bloody crackdown.

Its taint trailed him
through to the end of his offi-
cial political career in 2003,
with his trips abroad gener-
ating widespread protests.

Nevertheless, he re-
mained a member of the
elite Politburo Standing
Committee for 15 years and
for most of the 1990s ranked
number two behind then
Chinese President Jiang Ze-
min.

He held the premiership
for 11 years until 1998, and
was Chairman of China’s
Communist-controlled Par-
liament until 2003.

tion out of the EU before Oc-
tober 31. But if the bloc refus-
es, as it insists it will, he has
promised to leave anyway —
“do or die” — on the current
agreed date. It is a step that
many investors and econo-
mists say would send shock
waves through world mar-
kets and tip the world’s fifth
largest economy into reces-
sion or even chaos.

‘Ready to work with him’
The EU said a no-deal Brexit
would be a tragedy for both
parties but again said the
withdrawal deal was not up
for negotiation.

“We look forward to work-
ing constructively with PM
Johnson when he takes of-
fice, to facilitate the ratifica-
tion of the withdrawal agree-

ISIled CIA
to Osama, says
Imran Khan

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

Pakistan’s spy agency, the
Inter Services Intelligence
agency, provided the U.S.
with a lead that helped
them find and kill al-Qaeda
leader Osama bin Laden,
Prime Minister Imran Khan
said on Monday.

This is a significant reve-
lation as Islamabad had so
far denied having any
knowledge of the dreaded
al-Qaeda chief in the coun-
try until he was shot dead
by U.S. Navy Seals in 2011.

Mr. Khan made his claim
in an interview with Fox
News. “It was ISI that gave
the information which led
to the location of Osama
bin Laden. If you ask CIA it
was ISI which gave the in-
itial location through the
phone connection.”

ment and achieve an orderly
Brexit,” tweeted the bloc's
negotiator, Michel Barnier.

A Brexit without a divorce
deal would also weaken Lon-
don’s position as the pre-
eminent international finan-
cial centre while jolting the
northern European
economy.

Mr. Johnson’s Conserva-
tives have no majority in Par-
liament and need the sup-
port of 10 lawmakers from
Northern Ireland’s Brexit-
backing Democratic Unionist
Party to govern.

Even then, the majority is
wafer-thin — and some law-
makers have threatened to
bring down the government,
a step that would probably
deepen Britain’s political cri-
sis and lead to an election.

A legacy dominated
by Brexit failure

May had promised stable leadership

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Theresa May had a mission
to fight Britain’s “burning
injustices” through strong
and stable leadership — but
her legacy as Prime Minister
will be anything but.

The Conservative pre-
mier’s turbulent time in of-
fice was swamped and ulti-
mately sunk by her
legacy-defining battle to se-
cure a Brexit divorce deal.

It eroded her authority
and led her to step down as
leader, with the keys to
Downing Street set to be
handed to Boris Johnson.

Ms. May won praise for
her determination and abili-
ty to survive a rolling three-
year political crisis since the
referendum vote to leave
the EU.

But her approach to the
Brexit endgame, refusing to
accept MPs’ trenchant op-
position to her deal before
belatedly opening ultimate-
ly futile negotiations with
Opposition Labour, left Ms.
May politically adrift.

In a forlorn bid in March
to appease the most ardent
eurosceptic MPs in her par-
ty, Ms. May, 62, offered to
resign if they finally ap-
proved her deal. But several
dozens rebelled anyway,
consigning it to a third de-
feat in Parliament and leav-
ing her premiership mortal-
ly weakened.

She was forced by her
party to agree to set out a ti-
metable for her departure,
but asked for time to give
lawmakers a fourth chance
to vote on the agreement in
early June. However, her
own MPs’ patience ran out
and she was forced in May to
name the date of her depar-
ture, triggering the fevered
leadership race to replace
her.

Trump attacks Mueller

ahead of testimony

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump at-
tacked Robert Mueller on
Monday, even as he insisted
he would not watch the spe-
cial counsel’s potentially da-
maging Congressional testi-
mony this week about the
two-year Russia
investigation.

Two days before Mr.
Mueller testifies — answer-
ing questions for the first
time about his high-stakes
probe into Russian election
meddling and Mr. Trump’s
alleged obstruction — the
President repeated his long-
standing claim that it was a
biased “witch hunt.”

The U.S. leader also re-
peated his false claim that
Mr. Mueller’s final report,
released in April, found no
collusion with Russia by the
2016 Trump campaign team

Special counsel Robert
Mueller

and no obstruction of jus-
tice by the President him-
self. “Highly conflicted Rob-
ert Mueller should not be
given another bite at the ap-
ple. In the end it will be bad
for him and the phony De-
mocrats in Congress who
have done nothing but
waste time on this ridicu-
lous Witch Hunt,” Mr.
Trump tweeted.

“Result of the Mueller Re-
port, NO COLLUSION, NO
OBSTRUCTION!”

Theresa May

“She has failed,” said Si-
mon Usherwood, from the
University of Surrey’s polit-
ics department. “There’s ve-
ry little to commend her.
“She doesn’t really have a
legacy”.

Ms. May’s last major act
as leader was to welcome
U.S. President Donald
Trump on a state visit to Bri-
tain, but symbolic of their
fractious relationship, the
two still had time for one
last falling out. The Presi-
dent tweeted that Ms. May
had made “a mess” of Brex-
it.

She became Prime Minis-
ter in the aftermath of the
2016 Brexit referendum
which swept away her pre-
decessor David Cameron.
She took office pledging to
fight the “burning injustic-
es” in British society, but
made little headway as her
entire premiership became
dominated by the Brexit
drama.

Columnist Matthew Par-
ris — a former Conservative
MP — called her the “zombie
Prime Minister” for her abil-
ity to stagger on despite
multiple attacks.

She survived a no-confi-
dence vote and the resigna-
tions of a string of high-pro-
file Brexit supporters. But
ultimately her closed style
of leadership and Brexit gri-
dlock in Parliament doomed
her premiership.

U.S. should
clarify Trump’s
remarks: Ghani

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL

Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani said on Tuesday the
U.S. should clarify remarks
President Donald Trump
made about Afghanistan,
including a claim that he
could win the war in 10
days but didn’t “want to
kill millions”.

Mr. Trump made the
statements on Monday
while meeting with Pakis-
tan PM Imran Khan, whose
help he seeks in negotiat-
ing a peace deal with the
Taliban. Mr. Ghani’s office
called for clarification on
the statements “via diplo-
matic means and chan-
nels.” It also said that “fo-
reign heads of state cannot
determine Afghanistan's
fate in absence of the Af-
ghan leadership.”
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m ACROSS

1 Poor husband besieged by
poet, a boastful person (8)

5 Help to secure new permit (6)

10 Glossy fabric in stores at India
(5)

11 What a fisherman might do to
keep in touch? (4,1,4)

12 Bad time to enter perfect
precision marching unit (5,4)

13 Incompetent, unresponsive
Republican becomes President

(5)

14 Female is about to ruin brutes

(6)

15 Jointly presents expenses to
maintain house (2-5)

18 Having fever, weary one
dropped the boards (7)

20 Wander around emporium
gutted in fire (6)

22 Worthless, crazy son kicked
out (5)

24 Very obvious! Compose a letter
to win heart of mesmerizing
gal easily (4,5)

25 Yank — a fellow with perfect
grimace (4,1,4)

26 Hallucinatory experience on
Ecstasy? Nonsense (5)

27 British ballet dancer to prosper
(6)

28 Writer's point? Be silent
perhaps (5,3)

® DOWN

1 Close to where a nurse might
be dropping daughter (6)

(set by Dr. X)

2 Abuse of nicotine keeps
husband in a precarious
situation (2,4,3)

3 A reason for dismissal of
student involved in throwing
the party (8,3,4)

4 Right to change clothes (7)

6 It seems hotel’s prepared to
include roast dish from
Europe (7,8)

7 Refugee in complex | lease (5)

8 Study time! Get up
suppressing worry (8)

9 Huge clown entertains son (6)

16 Queen left England
overwhelmed by gesture (9)

17 Son made a mistake,
dispossessed (8)

19 Envelope from model leaving
Antwerp sadly (6)

20 Plan to wear torn garments

)

21 Echo effect always found in
Rhythm & Blues (6)

23 Authorise construction of wall
around Mexico at last (5)
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FAITH

War and peace

In the Mahabharata, the eternal conflict between dharma
and adharma is typified in the trajectory of the lives of the
Pandavas and the Kauravas. While the Pandavas are com-
mitted to dharma and acknowledge Krishna as their mentor
and guide and always remain devoted to Him, Duryodhana
openly opts for adharma and refuses to listen to the good
counsels of his parents and elders. In a discourse, Nagai Sri
Mukundan drew attention to the fact that the Pandava
brothers also are fully aware that Duryodhana’s nature can-
not be changed even as a snake will only emit venom even
when fed with nectar. His vidhi is such that his intellect will
not listen to good advice. Can one hope to get sweet neem
leaves by pouring tons of honey on the root of a neem tree?
One’s natural qualities cannot be changed.

So when Dhritarashtra is unable to dissuade Duryodhana
to abandon the wrong path, he sends Sanjaya to Yudhishtira
with a message seeking peace without giving them any share
in the kingdom. The Pandavas’ reaction is to go ahead with
the war and claim their rights. Still Yudhishtira makes an off-
er that they would be content with five villages at least,
though he is sure that even that will be denied. Krishna oft-
ers to go to Hastinapura and try to secure the rights of the
Pandavas without war. He then solicits the views of the Pan-
dava brothers individually. What emerges from this discus-
sion is an analysis of the cause and effect of war and the
need to take all efforts to secure peace. But, in this situation
all are aware that peace parleys will fail owing to Duryodha-
na’s desire to rule the entire kingdom. Moreover, the time
has come to retaliate against the many taunts and humilia-
tions and Draupadi’s tresses that have been left untied have
to be answered only with the inevitable war.
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Hyundai Motor India to
hike car prices from Aug.
CHENNALI

Hyundai Motor India Ltd. has
decided to increase the price
of its cars across all models,
excluding Kona and Venue.
This is due to an increase in
input costs, following the
introduction of enhanced
safety regulations in cars by
the government. The
carmarker announced a price
increase of up to 9,200
across all models. The new
prices will be effective from
August 1, the company said
in a statement.

Five Star Business gets
$50 million in funding
CHENNAI

Non-banking finance
company Five Star Business
Finance has raised $50
million in its second round of
funding led by private equity
major TPG Capital. "The
funds will be used for
growing the existing
portfolio and entering new
geographies like central
India,” said Rangarajan
Krishnan, CEO, Five Star
Business Finance. “Currently,
we have a strong presence in
the south. Now, we will enter
more States," he added.

VA Tech Wabag bags
¥1,187-cr. BUIDCO order
CHENNAI

VA Tech Wabag Ltd. has
secured an order from the
Bihar Urban Infrastructure
Development Corporation
valued at 1,187 crore to
develop sewage treatment
plants of 150 MLD (million
litres per day) capacity along
with a sewerage network of
over 450 km in the Digha and
Kankarbagh zones of Patna.
This project comprises
design, build and operate
scope worth ¥940 crore and
hybrid annuity scope worth
about ¥247 crore.

Recoveries help IOB narrow loss

Lender trims loss X342 crore from X919 crore, also aided by lower provisioning

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Green shoots

Public Sector Indian Over- 711.8
seas Bank’s (IOB) net loss for -
the first quarter ended June 5
2019 narrowed to ¥342 crore 12 m

from the 3919 crore reported 9
during the corresponding 6

(, The
bank
has evolved a
policy of not
taking fresh Fa 25
exposures in
stressed sectors. It had also
exited from accounts in the

quarter last year, on lower Jan24.13 23,19 Stressed sectors
provisioning and improved Metrics QIFY20 | (sila%k]
recovery, the bank said in a Total income RCr.) 5006.5 | 53267
regulatory filing. Net profit (loss) (RCr) (342.0) | (919.4)
During the period under €t pront 1oss) LT : -
review, IOB recovered 32,238 Capital adequacy ratio (%) 10.0 7.9
crore against 33,389 crore Gross NPAs (%) 22.5 25.6
during the corresponding Net NPAs (%) 11.0 151

quarter last year.

Total fresh slippages (oth-
er than debits to existing non
performing asset accounts)

stood at 32,050 crore.

Recovery achieved is high-
er than slippages during the
quarter mainly due to fo-
cussed efforts towards recov-

ery, the bank said.

Interest income stood at
34,336 crore (34,249 crore).
Net interest income rose to
1,288.50 crore from 1,208
crore while net interest mar-
gin widened to 2.01% from
1.92%. The bank made provi-
sions and contingencies of

‘Circular from NHB not

to have impact on HDFC

‘Have ability to monitor project status’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Housing Finance Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd
(HDFC) clarified on Tuesday

that the latest circular of the |

National Housing Bank
(NHB) which advised hous-
ing finance companies
(HFCs) to desist from pro-
viding loans to finance sub-
vention schemes offered by
builders to sell homes is un-
likely to impact growth of
the individual loan
business.

HDFC said it disburses
loans to individuals based
on the stages of construc-
tion and that it has adequate
mechanism for monitoring
the progress of housing pro-
jects. Customer consent is
obtained prior to the release

of each stage of payment to
the developer, the mortgage
lender added. HDFC’s expo-
sure to housing loan pro-
ducts involving interest sub-
vention schemes offered by
developers is negligible, it
said. “The corporation is of
the view that there is unlike-
ly to be any significant im-
pact on the growth of its in-
dividual business due to the
circular,” HDFC said.

1,158 crore (2,401 crore).

The lender also increased
its provision coverage ratio
to 72.24% (61.10%). The pro-
portion of current account-
savings account (CASA) de-
posits improved to 38.05%
from 36.85%.

Gross non-performing as-
set (GNPAs) dipped to
%33,262 crore with a ratio of
22.53% from 38,146 crore
with a ratio of 25.64%. Net
NPAs also came down to
11.04% from 15.10%. In actual
terms, they stood at 333,262
crore against 338,146 crore.

For the first quarter, the
bank posted a total business
of %3,68,777 crore against
%3,74,530 crore. Total depo-
sits stood at ¥2,21,171 crore
(X2,22,534 crore).

The bank said it had
evolved a policy of not taking
fresh exposures in stressed
sectors. It had also exited
from accounts in the
stressed sectors. IOB also re-
balanced the credit portfo-
lio, with retail, agri and
MSME sector share of total
domestic advances rising to
68.07% from 66.04%.

Sundaram-

Clayton QI net

dips 30.6%

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI
Sundaram-Clayton Ltd.’s
(SCL) standalone net profit
for the first quarter ended
June 2019 dipped 30.63%
to ¥4.87 crore from the
%7.02 crore registered dur-
ing the corresponding
quarter last year on lower
revenue from operations.
During the first quarter,
income from operations
slipped to %374 crore from
%469 crore. Other income
rose to ¥7.13 crore from
%4.97 crore, the company
said in a regulatory filing.
Total expenditure for
the auto component maker
decreased to 3375.89 crore
from 465.17 crore report-
ed for the corresponding
year-ago period. Raw mate-
rial costs also dipped to
%163 crore from 3250 crore.

PayPal mulls data
localisation for India

Establishes technology centre

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD

American digital payments
player PayPal is working
with its partners on localisa-
tion of data as mandated by
the Reserve Bank of India,
said vice-president and
head (engineering) of Pay-
Pal India Guru Bhat here on
Tuesday.

“As part of our operating
set-up in India, we work
with a lot of partners and we
are working with them with
the proposal right now on
how to enable this for the
country,” he said when
asked if Paypal is consider-
ing ‘data localisation’ as
mandated by the RBI.

The RBI had, in April last
year, asked payment firms
to ensure their data were
stored exclusively on local

Shanthi Gears - “T)ata breaches cost firms dear’

net up 11% on
higher income

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Shanthi Gears Ltd. has re-
ported a 11% rise in its stan-
dalone net profit for the
first quarter ended June
2019 to %9.45 crore from
the %8.50 crore posted in
the corresponding quarter
last year on a rise in total
income.

The company posted a
13.56% increase in its total
income to ¥73 crore.

Total expenses rose
from 53 crore to 60
crore, the company said in
a regulatory filing.

The company added it
had bought back 50 lakh
equity shares during Fe-
bruary 2019 and they were
extinguished by April 2019,
according to its regulatory
filing.

Each employee lost 5,019 on lost data, stolen record: study

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Data breaches have cost In-
dian enterprises 12.8 crore
on an average during the first
half of calendar 2019, a
7.29% increase compared
with a year ago.

Each employee incurred a
loss of ¥5,019 on account of
lost data or stolen record, an
increase of 9.76% from the
prior year, said a study con-
ducted by IBM Security in as-
sociation with Ponemon In-
stitute.

Some 45 enterprises
across segments were part of
the India leg of the study. By
per capital cost, industrial,
pharmaceuticals, technolo-
gy, and financial sectors
were the top affected verti-
cals, found the study.

The mean time to identify
the data breach increased

=GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

from 188 to 221 days; howev-
er, the mean time to contain
the data breach decreased
from 78 to 77 days, said the
study.

The root cause for 51% of
data breaches was malicious
or criminal attacks, and it
cost companies $1 million
more on average than those
originating from accidental

causes. System glitches ac-
counted for 27% of data
breaches while human er-
rors accounted for 22%.
Commenting on the find-
ings, Vaidyanathan Iyer, se-

curity software leader, IBM
India/south Asia said: “India :

is witnessing a significant
change in the nature of cy-

bercrimes; it is now extreme- :

ly organised and collabora-

tive. The cost of data breach
continues to grow year after :

year.”
Firms with less than 500

employees suffered losses of
more than $2.5 million on an

average.
“The findings highlight

the fact itis critical for organ- :

isations to invest in risk as-
sessment, cognitive threat,

management and building
digital trust to beef up cyber :

security,” added Mr. Iyer.

servers, setting a tight six-
month deadline for
compliance.

That deadline was said to
have been missed by some
foreign firms, including cre-
dit card giants Visa and
Mastercard.

Policymakers in India be-
lieve storing data locally
would help monitor and
conduct investigations if the
need arises.

“In all the markets that
we are prevalent or opera-
tive in, our intent is to have a
platform that is compliant
across all those platforms.
So we have the same ap-
proach for India and all the
laws of the land we will
comply with,” Mr. Bhat
further said. PayPal also
launched its third global
technology centre here.

Rana Kapoor
pledges Yes
Bank shares

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Rana Kapoor, the co-foun-
der of Yes Bank who was
the managing director and
chief executive officer till
the end of January, has
pledged 10 crore shares of
the bank, amounting to
4.31% stake, while Morgan
Credits Private Ltd., a pro-
moter entity, has pledged
7.02 crore shares or 3.03%
stake.

The 7.34% shares were
pledged by the two promo-
ters in favour of Milestone
Trusteeship Services Pvt.
Ltd., the debenture trus-
tee, for the benefit of the
holders of debentures is-
sued by MCPL. Yes Bank
shares declined 0.5% to
%90.70 on the BSE com-
pared to its previous close.
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Women speak

she elaborates, “Which is why Nerkonda
Paarvai might plant a seed in the minds
of people who still don’t understand
consent.” And for that to happen, the
movie, according to Vidya, required a
huge star like Ajith Kumar — to initiate a
dialogue in the mainstream Tamil cine-
ma.

“He [Ajith] commands a massive star
power and has a huge fan following.
When the message comes from him, it'll
obviously pander to a wider sect ,” says
Vidya.

Ask her a clickbait-y question — how
would you describe Ajith as a co-star? —
and she giggles at the mention of the
word ‘clickbait’, saying that she was
floored by “Thala’s personality”. So
much so that she wondered if she was
acting with Ajith’s doppelganger. “I
couldn’t believe that the guy, who

Actor Vidya Balan discusses
working with Ajith Kumar in
Nerkonda Paarvai, her first
straight Tamil film, which is
scheduled for release on August 8

Kollywood in

Get answers to tricky situations pertaining to
relationships and soci-legal issues in Delhi/NCR

CLEAR-CUT
THOUGHTS
If she were to choose
between Pink and
Nerkonda Paarvai,
which one would
she prefer? —
"Hmm...Nerkonda
Paarvai! Because I'm
in it," she laughs,
adding, "I haven't
watched it, but | have
faith in Vinoth. He was
precise about certain things
and showed commendable
clarity of thought."
Vidya has been keeping a tab
on South Indian movies, thanks to
OTT platforms. The recent Tamil
movie she watched is Mahanati, which
she loved.

iSTOCK

A young colleague told me that a senior of ours is
harassing her (passing remarks about her clothes,
appearance), but we have no complaints committee in
our organisation. What can we do?

If your organization has more than 10 employees, including
consultants, temporary staff, and interns, amongst others,
the Sexual Harassment at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohbition and Redressal) Act, 2013 mandates that it ought
to set up an Internal Complaints Committee ('ICC') to
address complaints of sexual harassment. If an employer
does not constitute an ICC, it's a punishable offence, and
the employer is liable to pay a fine of Rs 50,000/-.

If your organization does not have an ICC, please write
to your employer about their legal obligation to set up an
ICC. If there is still no action, you can write to the District
Officer in your area or write to the Department of Women
and Child Development of your State. The information can

SRIVATSAN S

Vidya Balan isn’t a fan of remakes. She,
in fact, despises the remake culture, for
she believes that it’s a convenient way of
making money — arguably the reason
why she stayed away from doing re-

makes — unless there’s an exception like
Pink, remade in Tamil as Nerkonda
Paarvai, directed by H Vinoth. When
producer Boney Kapoor shared the idea
of remaking Pink in Tamil, her instinc-
tive reaction was: “Why would you re-
make it?” But now, she is convinced that
Nerkonda Paarvai is a relevant subject
that deserves to be told in Tamil, too.

“If there is a section of audiences who
hadn’t seen the Hindi original because of
the language barrier, they deserve a
chance,” says Vidya Balan over phone
from Kolkata. Though Vidya agreed to
act in Nerkonda Paarvai for Boney Ka-
poor and the late Sridevi, who, by the
way, she “worships”, it so happened that
she was paired opposite one of the big-
gest stars in Tamil cinema: Ajith Kumar.
“When I learned that Boney ji brought in
Ajith on board, it was just icing on the
cake for me,” she laughs, “I'm just glad
that everything fell in place; my first film
in Tamil starring Ajith and produced by
Boney ji.”

Given her impressive track record in
Bollywood, Vidya comes across as a dar-
ing actor who headlines projects that
have considerable meat for the character

Shades of pink Vidya Balan believes that the movie is likely to plant a seed in the
minds of those who don't understand consent = spECIAL ARRANGEMENT

she plays. By her own admission, her cha-
racter in the Tamil remake is “small yet
special”. However, Vidya was unper-
turbed by the screen time when Boney
Kapoor offered the part. “When Boney ji
came home, he gave me a sheet of paper
and asked me to read. And I said, ‘I
won’t... 'm doing this movie anyway’,”
she says, adding, “You do movies for dif-
ferent reasons. This role may not be mea-
ty, but it was something special.” There
was no trace of Vidya Balan in Nerkonda
Paarvai’s trailer, which has clocked in
more than 12 million views since last
month.

Vidya is quite guarded about her cha-
racter and doesn't mince words, alth-
ough it’s an open secret that she plays
Ajith's wife. But those who have seen
Pink would know the fact that Vidya has
very little or no presence to the proceed-

ings, and she’s quick to admit that. But
where Nerkonda Paarvai differs from
the original is in its treatment of her cha-
racter. “My portion is different from
Pink. There’s a song too and anything
more would take away the fun,” she
adds.

No means no

Long before the #MeToo movement,
which took shape last year in India, Am-
itabh Bachchan delivered a powerful
statement about consent — one that
roughly translated to : “No means no” in
Pink. Three years after its release, Vidya
feels that the movie is “going to be perti-
nent for years to come”. “Women have
been conditioned to believe that they
don’t have the right to say ‘no’. Likewise,
men believe that they cannot take ‘no’
for an answer. But that’s changing now,”

drives people mad, was standing in front
of me with utmost simplicity,” she ex-
claims, “To be honest, I felt as though I
was acting with his lookalike. He was
that humble. When I spoke to him about
the ‘Thala’ image and how different he
was in person, he was shy.”

Winds of change
There’s a significant change in the kind
of roles being written for women, and
one can’t help wonder how much Vidya
Balan has contributed to this movement.
If anything, women are challenging the
status-quo in the industry, which, ex-
plains why we have a better representa-
tion of women on screen today.
“Status-quo has been upturned in so-
ciety as well as in movies. These days,
women are putting up a strong fight and
realising their dreams and desires. I
don’t think it’s a trend because it’s soon
going to be a reality,” she says. At the
same time, Vidya is dismissive of “fe-
male-centric” movies, even though she’s
more than happy that they exist. She
ends on a positive note: “There will be a
day when we stop the distinction and
watch movies for what they are.”

NAVAL SATARAWALA CHOPRA

The busiest of all establish-
ments at Worldmark 1, Ae-
rocity, Delhi’s current go-to
destination for food and
drink, is the Dragonfly Expe-
rience. Promoted by the man
who has made Delhi drink
like no other, Priyank Sukhija
(of Flying Saucer and Lord of
the Drinks fame), and the
sensational rapper Badshah,
Dragonfly has a little for eve-
ryone. The focus is on danc-
ing and cocktails. In fact,
they teamed up with Lon-
don-based mixologist Ri-
chard Hargroves of TGIF and
Town House Cafe fame to de-
velop speciality offerings.
The food, whilst secondary
to the experience, is exactly
what one would want at an
upmarket bar: an assortment
of fried, grilled and spicy, to-
gether with sushi, dim sums,
pizzas. Whilst not culinary

FOOD REVIEW

The night, Badshah style

Dragonfly Experience is a bar and club which ticks most boxes

Food for all (Clockwise from above)
Butter garlic prawn dumplings; Sushi
Donut; Tuna & Salmon Nigiri; Priyank

lent music — a good mix of
“70s and ‘80s English, with a
few latest Bollywood tracks
thrown in for good measure.
Nothing is played at ear-dea-
fening pitch, so you can have
a conversation. All in all, a
great addition to Delhi’s late
night scene. Badshah, “hor
dass kinniya tareefan chahidi
ae tenu!”

Do try: The dim sums -
the Chicken Xialong was sup-
erb, with a thin skin on the
outside and bursting with fla-
vour and spice on the inside.
The Crispy Almond and Gar-
lic Prawns were my favourite,
and had a generous amount
of thinly-sliced almonds that

gave it a perfect texture. The
Thai Green Curry Pizza is a
novel twist on a thin-crust
Italian pizza.

There is also a tremendous
selection of veg and non-veg
baos, tempura, curries, and
mains on the menu, provid-
ing much choice, so nobody
will go hungry.

Skip: Surprisingly, some
of the Manga-themed cock-
tails were a disappointment.
I would avoid the Lust (de-
scribed as a mojito with a Ja-
panese makeover), as it re-
minded me of RoohAfza; also
the Mugen, Japanese whiskey
with vanilla and lemongrass
cordials — much too sweet.

Go with: A big gang and
dance the night away. Stags
are not permitted.

Space bar: 10,000 sq. ft.

How much: 33,000 for
two (sans alcohol). Cock-
tails are priced at 3595
and above.

be found on the website of the Ministry of Women and
Child Development, Government of India or the websites of
the State Governments.

In the case of your colleague, if she wants, she can file a
police complaint of sexual harassment against the senior

under Section

354A of the Indian Penal Code, 1860. The

complaint basically needs to state the details of the
harassment faced by her at the hands of her senior, which
warranted necessary legal action. She can file the
complaint online too, and then take a copy of the complaint
along with any documents to prove her case to the police
station, and get a receipt on her online complaint.

My daughter
husband and
However, my

is not happy in her marriage, and my
1 would like her to come and live with us.
son-in-law says she has no right to take

the child (male, 10). Is this true?I

In India, the custody and guardianship of children is
governed by the principle of 'best interests of the child". If
the child is under 5 years of age, then the mother is
‘ordinarily’ granted the custody of the child. If the child is
older, then the Court only considers the best interest of the
child in determining the questions of custody. In your case,
where the child is 10 years old, the Court may even ask the
child for his wish. Thus, it is not true that the mother has no
right of custody over a 10-year-old male child. If there is a
dispute between the parents over the child's custody, the
mother can file a petition under the Guardian and Wards
Act, 1890, and seek custody of the child and the Court will
determine in accordance with the best interest of the child.

Cricket

[

Beyond Liines

Amritananda Chakravorty is a Delhi-based
advocate, specialising in litigation on
gender and sexuality. She was actively
involved in the landmark cases of

" '. decriminalisation of sodomy (Section
o el 377) and the recognition of
ki transgender rights in India.

in a café

TEY
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Trey

is a new café in Dwarka, with a cricket theme.

- N

It consists of a pitch (in the dimensions of the large-format
game) along with a lounge and a casual dining area, with a

wall depicting

a cricket stadium. The menu is divided into

Openers, Toss, Square cut, and Pinch Hitters. The space
also has an entertainment parlour for kids. The café has
facilities for live screenings of sports events. They serve

heaven, Dragonfly has the re- Sakhija with Badshah = sPeciAL ARRANGEMENT Getting there: North Indian, Chinese, Continental fare.
cipe for a great night out. Technically it is feasi-

The vibe: As soon as you across three levels of seating.  at bars and clubs. A lot of ef- scribed as ble to take the Metro to Beyond Liines, Sec 13, Dwarka; approximately ¥1,000 for two;
walk through the entrance The double-height ceiling fort has been put into the in-  “Delhi Aerocity, but in reality %250 for 3 overs (on the pitch)
you are astounded by the gives Dragonfly a welcome teriors, which attempts to kitsch”. It’s a car/cab is your safest
sheer expanse of the restau-  sense of openness and levity  chronicle the lifecycle of a  energetic, bet. Remember, don’t For a listing or to be featured here, email us at
rant, sprinkled with people that one does not easily find dragonfly, and is best de- with excel- drink and drive. delhimetro@thehindu.co.in

5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE
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LIVE

INDIAN CLASSICAL NAGAS ON PIAND

LIVE AT INDIA HABITAT CENTRE i
m Stein Auditorium =

Piano recital

New York-based Indian classical raga and jazz
pianist, Utsav Lal will perform this evening. He
will present Dhrupad-influenced raga renditions
in solo Alap Jod Jhalla, with Zuheb Ahmed Khan
on the tabla. Lal, a music composer and educator
has successfully taken the sounds of Indian ragas
on the piano to global venues.

VENUE: Stein Auditorium, India Habitat Centre
TIME: 7:30 p.m.

Paintings

The ongoing solo painting show titled,
Spirituality, Serenity and Beauty by the
Karnataka-based artist Gouri Seth attempts to
promote compassion and love. Showcasing her
Buddhas at the exhibition, the artist has taken up
painting after a gap of 42 years. She takes
inspiration for her art work from light.

VENUE: Convention Centre Foyer, India Habitat
Centre

TiME: 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.

FAST FOOD PERFORlMANCE

Mushroom feast

Café Knosh, the all-day dining, multi-cuisine
restaurant, is hosting a special mushroom food
festival called Make Room for Mushroom. On
until July 30, the festival presents a complete
meal ranging from soups and starters to main-
course dishes made of mushrooms, all sourced
from different parts of the country.

veNue: Café Knosh, Hotel Leela Ambience
TIME: 12 noon - 11:30 p.m.

Comic act

Kingdom Come Entertainment is staging a
Hinglish stand-up comic show by ‘Knotty
Commander' Manish Tyagi, this evening. Manish
used to be a Commander in the Indian Navy
before he decided to become a stand-up comic in
2014. In this act, he has some very funny tales to
tell from his life experience.

VENUE: Max Towers, Sector 16B, Noida

TIME: 7 p.m.

Chaat-pakoda special
SodaBottleOpenerWala is offering an exciting
monsoon menu with street-style chaat and
pakodasfound on the streets of Mumbai and
Delhi — all with a twist. The menu has a wide
range of pakodas such as Marcha Na Cheese
Poppers, Mangalorean Prawns Coconut Fritters,
Chutney Paneer Pakoda, and more.

veNUE: All outlets in Delhi/NCR

TimE: 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 p.m.

CM . M ND-NDE
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SERGIUS BARETTO

With the recent push towards elec-
trification, we’re all set to see a slew
of new all-electric models arrive on
our shores, which will include the
Nissan Leaf — one of the pioneer EVs
of modern times. Nissan had
planned to launch the first-gen Leaf
in our market but were deferred.
Now, however, the carmaker is set to
launch the second-gen model (pic-
tured here) in India by the end of the
year. The model will arrive as a CBU
import with prices expected to be
about %40 lakh (ex-showroom).

A lot has been done to make the
Leaf stand out from a conventional
car. The wedge shape is alluring, es-
pecially in red. The headlights flow
neatly into a faux-grille area — a
black translucent panel that has
neat pyramid-like structures be-
neath. Around the side, the Leaf
gets a floating roof and a blacked-
out rear section.

If your expectation of EVs is
based on what was on sale in India
so far, be prepared to be very sur-
prised. While trims and equipment
are yet to be finalised, we can ex-
pect it to get a fair bit of kit like six
airbags, ABS, a Bose sound system,
electronic climate control, electric
seat adjustment and a 7.0-inch
touchscreen with Android Auto and
Apple CarPlay. Given that the con-
nected car experience has already
started in India, Nissan could offer
its full connectivity suite, which in-
cludes remote diagnosis and pre-
cooling the car via a smartphone; as
well as Amazon Alexa and Google
Assistant control.

On the inside, the dash is quite
functional and fairly conventional.
The only giveaway to the car’s alter-
nate propulsion system is the gear
selector, which is a small knob with
a joystick-like movement; the pat-
tern isn’t intuitive, but there is a
small legend printed just ahead,
along with a position indicator.

The quality of the switches, door
pads and dashboard are all quite ac-
ceptable if you think of mid-size se-
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It feels pretty much like a conventional car — the ride is good, it’s got all the
creature comforts youd expect

All charged up The Nissan Leaf is
one of the pioneer EVs of modern
times = SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

dans; but you’ll be disappointed to
not find the finish and luxury you’d
normally expect from a car that costs
%40 lakh. The premium paid is not
for a luxury car but for the extra at-
tention it will get you — and for the al-
ternate propulsion system that’s
billed to be the future of automo-
biles.

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE: %40 lakh (estimated)
L/W/H: 4480/1790/1540mm
WHEELBASE: 2700mm
KERB WEIGHT: 1490-1520kg
MOTOR TYPE: Synchronous
POWER: 110kW

TORQUE: 320Nm

BATTERY TYPE: Lithium-ion
BATTERY CAPACITY: 40kWh
RANGE: 241kms (US EPA)

CHARGING TIME: 16hrs (3kW) /
8hrs (6kW) 40min (quick
charge)

The seats are comfortable and
supportive, room at the front is de-
cent and the seating position is quite
high (because you sit above the bat-
teries); despite this, you have
enough headroom. At the rear, le-
groom is very good for an average-
sized adult and headroom is gener-
ous, too. Plus, you can also seat

three people in reasonable comfort,
although the middle passenger will
have to contend with a centre tun-
nel.

Having tested a wide variety of
EVs, we know range anxiety is real,
and so we made sure we were near
available charging points. The in-
frastructure is sparse today, but a
few companies have started offering
space for public chargers — like DLF,
which let us use the facility at DLF
Cyber City for our test.

We used about 70% of our charge
in 87km, and this included a lot of
hard acceleration runs (timing), a
lot of stationary time with the AC on
(cameramen need time to shoot the
insides) and very little use of the
car’s Eco mode.

As for motive power, there are
two powertrains on offer — one with
a40kWh battery system (the one we
drove), with an EPA-cycle range of
241km, and the other with a 62kWh
battery and a promised range of
364km. The 40kWh system is the
version that’s likely to launch here.
It has a 150hp motor that puts out
320Nm of torque right from the
start. Electric motors develop max
torque right from the word go. Thus,
from behind the wheel, the Leaf
feels like every other electric car —
very quick off the line, followed by
linear acceleration. While the initial
burst is very strong, it’s not really
dramatic. And while the claimed O-
100kph time stands at a quick
7.9sec, it doesn’t really feel all that
fast due to the lack of any aural
drama.

Lift off the pedal and the motor
acts like a generator, sending charge
back to the batteries; this helps with
range and also slows the car down.

It’s calibrated to feel close to the
slowdown of a conventional car dur-
ing engine braking. Move to B mode
and the effect is stronger. However,
it is in e-Pedal mode that it’s at its
max, where the car also uses the
regular friction brakes to come to a
full stop. The effect in this mode is
dramatic enough for you to drive
around ignoring the brake pedal
and using just the accelerator most
of the time. However, I found it to be
a little too much in certain start-stop
traffic conditions. Ironically, the
brakes — which feel unservoed oth-
erwise — are at their best in e-Pedal
mode.

The Leaf’s ride is good despite
the stiff suspension necessitated by
the car’s heavy 1.5-tonne weight;
and apart from some up-down clun-
kiness, ride on our roads was good.
The light steering is great in traffic,
and because of the lower centre of
gravity (thanks to the weight of the
batteries placed low down), you can
fling the car around with some level
of confidence; just don’t expect hot-
hatch levels of grip from the new
Leaf’s ‘efficient’ tyres.

At the end of the day, the Leaf
feels pretty much like a convention-
al car. The ride is good, it’s got all the
creature comforts you'd expect, and
the space is more than adequate. Of
course, being an import, it isn’t go-
ing to be cheap; but the real issue
will be range. It isn’t bad on its own,
but for now, charging points are few
and there isn’t a standardised fast-
charging plug that can be used by all
cars. A home charger would be a
must then, but Nissan should con-
sider the 62kWh battery — a poten-
tial range of 360km would be far
more practical in our environment.

Renault Triber to launch in August

Renault will launch the Triber in India in early August.
The car is a crucial part of the model offensive Renault
has planned for India to double its sales by 2022. Built
on the CMF-A+ platform, the Triber is the only other
offering in the Indian market (besides the Datsun Go+)
with an overall length just shy of the 4m mark and the
capacity to seat seven. The flexibility it gets by being
able to remove the third row altogether gives the
Renault an added dose of practicality. Upon launch, the
Renault Triber is expected to carry a starting price tag of
about ¥5.30 lakh (ex-showroom).

Ather 450 bookings open in Chennai

Ather has opened bookings for the 450 in Chennai. The
booking amount is set at ¥5,000 with the e-scooter
priced at ¥1.31 lakh (on-road, Chennai). Deliveries for
the first batch of 450s are set to begin in September,
followed by the second batch between November and
December.

After that, deliveries will take place from February
2020 onwards. Just like with its scooters in Bengaluru,
Ather has also listed a lease programme in Chennai,
with rentals starting at 2,517 per month. Earlier,
Ather revealed an ambitious target of selling one lakh
units by June 2021.

Honda updates WR-V with more kit,
new trim level

Honda has updated the WR-V with added kit and also
introduced a new mid-level V trim. Prices now start at
¥8.15 lakh (ex-showroom, Delhi).

The new V trim, priced at 9.95 lakh, is available with
the 1.5 diesel engine and sits between the base S and
top-spec VX variants. In terms of kit, it packs in most of
the features available on the VX, including the 7.0-inch
touchscreen infotainment system, reverse camera,
cruise control and power-folding ORVMs among others.
Interestingly, the only addition is a leather-wrapped
steering wheel. However, an electric sunroof is missing.
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THE GUARDIAN QUICK CROSSWORD-13130

I 2 3

4 |5 6 7 Charles de Gaulle, say

)
3 Small bites (4)

5 4 Robin Hood figure?
(6)

5 Capital of the
Democratic Republic

of the Congo (8)

6 Birch relative (5)
7 Relating to theft (9)

10 Abraham or Isaac,
perhaps (9)

16 12 French cop (8)

15 Guilty party (7)
16 Except if (6)

20 18 Not rude (5)
20 Gripper — fault (4)

21

22 23 23 Title for a baronet

(3)
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Rahul Chahar — finding his spot on the big stage

IPL performance for Mumbai Indians earns the leg-spinner the right to wear India colours

Bright talent: Rahul Chahar has been able to absorb pressure, is mentally tough and very

talent scout Abey Kuruvilla. sFiLe pHOTO: K.V.5. GIRI

West Indies recalls Narine and Pollard

Another

lifeline
for Saha

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NORTH SOUND (ANTIGUA)
Wriddhiman Saha will be-
gin his reintegration after a
major shoulder injury with
his first First Class game in
18 months when India-A
takes on West Indies-A in
an unofficial Test starting
here on Wednesday.

Saha and Hanuma Vihari
are the two Test specialists
who have been included in
the A squad to prepare for
the two-Test series starting
late August.

Saha, who is only three
months shy of his 35th
birthday, is returning after
a career-threatening injury.
Having stayed under M.S.
Dhoni’s shadow, Saha’s in-
jury during the last IPL was
a massive blow.

With Rishabh Pant prov-

ing his credentials, it’s
again that phase in his ca-
reer where he could be
seen carrying drinks.
The squad: Shreyas lyer
(Capt.), P.K. Panchal, Abhima-
nyu Easwaran, Shubman Gill,
Hanuma Vihari, Shivam Dube,
Wriddhiman Saha (wk), K.S.
Bharat (wk), K. Gowtham, S.
Nadeem, Mayank Markande,
Navdeep Saini, Mohammed
Siraj, Shardul Thakur and
Avesh Khan.

—

Wriddhiman Saha.

= FILE PHOTO: BISWARANJAN ROUT

Board announces squad for first two T20Is;

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ST. JOHN’S (ANTIGUA)

The veteran duo of Sunil Na-
rine and Kieron Pollard were
on Tuesday recalled to a 14-
member West Indies squad
for the first two games of the
three-match T20 Interna-
tional series against India in
Florida in the United States.

Wicketkeeper-batsman
Anthony Bramble is the only
uncapped player in the
squad selected for the T20Is
to be played on August 3 and
4 at the Broward County Sta-
dium, Lauderhill, Florida.

The panel could make
changes for the third T20I on

Sunil Narine.
= FILE PHOTO: K.R. DEEPAK

August 6 at the Guyana Na-
tional Stadium, the West In-
dies Cricket Board said.

The squad, to be led by
Carlos Brathwaite, also in-
cludes allrounder Andre
Russell subject to passing a
fitness assessment.

Russell injured

Russell had made an early
exit from the World Cup to
undergo an operation on his
troublesome left knee.

Interim selection panel
chairman Robert Haynes
said veteran opener Chris
Gayle had notified that he
was unavailable for the se-
ries due to commitments in
Canada. This has given John
Campbell an opportunity.

G. VISWANATH
MUMBAI

Rajasthan’s Rahul Chahar,
just a few days from turning
20, is the latest leg-spinner to
break into the India team.

Five months ago, Punjab’s
21-year-old Mayank Mar-
kande made his India debut
in the T20 against Australia
in Visakhapatnam. Mar-
kande was given the chance
after his 14-match appea-
rance for Mumbai Indians in
IPL Season-11.

And now, Chahar, after 13
matches for Mumbai Indians
in IPL Season-12, has won a
call-up for the three-match
T20 series against the West
Indies. Chahar was MI’s main
spinner, taking 13 wickets at
an economy rate well-under
seven.

Mumbai Indians can take
credit for spotting talent in
both Markande and Chahar
and bring them onto the T20
stage where batsmen rule
the roost.

After Yuzvendra Chahal
(31 matches/46 wkts) and
Kuldeep Yadav’s (18/35) suc-
cess, Indian cricket is look-
ing more at wrist-spin op-
tions. India’s previous
leg-spinners for T20 Interna-
tionals were Amit Mishra (10
matches/16 wkts), Piyush

Bramble only new face

Left-handed opener
Campbell and left-arm spin-
ner Khary Pierre have also
been included alongside a
number of regulars, as the
panel seeks to explore op-
tions with the ICC T20 World
Cup next year in Australia.

Haynes said he expected
the T20I series to be a keenly
contested one.

India plays three ODIs and
two Tests against the West
Indies after the T20Is.

The squad (for first two T20Is):
Carlos Brathwaite (Capt.), Sunil
Narine, Keemo Paul, Khary
Pierre, Kieron Pollard, Nicholas
Pooran (wk), Rovman Powell,
Andre Russell, Oshane Thomas,

Ashes jerseys to have players’ names, numbers

ANI
NEW DELHI

Test cricket is all set to un-
dergo a major change as
Australia and England will
line-up with names and jer-
sey numbers on their Test
whites in the upcoming
Ashes series.

ODI and T20I jerseys
have had personalisation on
their backs since a long
time, but Test matches had
to wait for this change.

Confirmation
England Cricket official
Twitter handle confirmed
the jersey number of team’s
Test match skipper Joe Root
and wrote “Names and
numbers on the back of Test
shirts,” as the caption.
Earlier this year, there
were reports that the Ashes
series between England and
Australia would bring in
modernisation of cricketing
kits.

Novelty: Cricket fans are set to witness a spectacle like this,
come the Ashes series. =RYAN PIERSE/GETTY IMAGES

Cricketing fans on Twit-
ter seemed divided on this
development in Test cricket
and made their voices
heard on the social-net-

working platform. “Abso-
lutely no problem with
numbers 1 to 11 etc., but
can’t see the benefit of
names or random high

numbers on shirts. I guess
it’s all to do with increasing
merchandise sales, hoping a
name will sell more. @York-
shireCCC,” wrote one fan.

“Names 1 okay bt never
got the idea about these ran-
dom numbers in cricket...
could still live with it in ODIs
n T20s bt spare tests...
names r fine bt w/o numbers
@ICC,” another fan
tweeted.

“A good addition. Im-
proves both the supporter
and media experience of
seeing who it is.

On July 14, England
scripted history as they
managed to win its maiden
50-over World Cup and the
side will look to continue its
winning momentum going.

England will take on Ire-
land in a one-off four-day
Test from Wednesday and
then the team will face Aus-
tralia in the Ashes, begin-
ning on August 1.

Chawla (7/4), Rahul Sharma
(2/3), Karn Sharma (1/1) and
Sachin Tendulkar (1/1).

Together they have ac-
counted for 106 wickets at
18.34 and an economy rate of
a little over seven.

Former India seamer and
MI talent scout Abey Kuruvil-
la feels the ideal situation
would be to perform in First
Class cricket and impress the
selectors. He cited Anil Kum-
ble as an example.

Talking about wrist spin-
ners getting an early break
and also of Rahul Chahar he
said: “Leg-spinners bring in
the novelty factor and wick-
et-taking ability. The finger
spinners are vanishing in this
format, given the smaller
boundaries and heavy bats.
IPL is a high-pressure com-
petition and Chahar has
been able to absorb pres-
sure; he’s mentally tough
and very accurate.”

In all 28 leg-spinners —
specialists, part-time and ca-
sual — have bowled for India
in Test cricket, and 15 in
ODIs. Most of them found
their way into the Indian
team through First Class
cricket (Ranji, Duleep, Irani
Trophy matches). These
days the IPL has become the
express lane for leg-spinners.

Kieron Pollard.
=FILE PHOTO: K.V.S. GIRI

Anthony Bramble (wk), John
Campbell, Sheldon Cottrell,
Shimron Hetmyer and Evin Le-
wis.

Caleb Ewan wins Stage 16

TOUR DE FRANCE

ASSOCIATED PRESS
NIMES

Caleb Ewan beat his sprint-
ing rivals in suffocating heat
to win Stage 16 of the Tour
de France on Tuesday, with
Frenchman Julian Alaphi-
lippe keeping the race lead-
er’s yellow jersey.

With temperatures soar-
ing as high as 40 degrees
Celsius, Alaphilippe and his
main rivals did not attack
each other over the 177km
mainly flat stage in the
Nimes rural hinterland.

Defending champion Ge-
raint Thomas crashed about
40km after the race started
from the Roman city but es-
caped largely unscathed,
with a few scratches on his
left elbow.

Ewan, a Tour debutant,
edged Elia Viviani and Dylan
Groenewegen to post his se-
cond stage win.

Appoint the correct
election officer by July 24

CoAs’s directive to BCCI members

G. VISWANATH
MUMBAI

There are hints that another
round of tussle between the
Committee of Administra-
tors (CoA) and the BCCI
members who are not keen
on implementing the Lodha
reforms is likely to ensue in
the coming weeks.

It has been a little more
than three years since the
apex court accepted the
Lodha reforms on July 2016,
and then again on August 9,
2018, after which it asked
Amicus Curiae P.S. Narasim-
ha to mediate with the State
Associations on the irritat-
ing issues and bring about a
solution.

On Tuesday, the CoA —
which, on May 21, after a
meeting with the Amicus
Curiae outlined a BCCI AGM
deadline for October 22,
2019 —asked the BCCI mem-
bers to fall in line by correct-
ing anomalies in their by-
laws that strayed from the
BCCI Constitution approved
by the Supreme Court.

Proactive

The CoA got proactive in the
last few days by sending a
list of aspects that some
BCCI members needed to
correct, failing which the
member would lose its
rights to attend the AGM
and contest for posts in the
Apex Council.

The CoA’s note to the
BCCI members pointed out
the inconsistencies in the
bylaws on (1) the formation
of the Apex Council and
Committees; (2) voting
rights for international
cricketers; (3) appointment
of the election officer by July
24 (the timeline set on May
21 had actually set July 1 as
the date for appointing the
election officer); and a few
more like checking out, as in
the case of the Mumbai
Cricket Association, if any of
its cricket clubs are also So-
cial Clubs.

The BCCI members have
been told to appoint, by July
24, a retired Chief Election
Commissioner of the State
or a Central Election Com-

Caleb Ewan. =arp

Thomas, who is second in
the overall standings, had
already been caught in pile-
ups during the first and
eighth stage of the three-
week race.

Danish rider Jakob Fugl-
sang, who stood ninth over-
all, also fell with 28km left
and abandoned the Tour.

missioner, as the election of-
ficer. “Many States were do-
ing the wrong things. They
have been told to rectify,” di-
vulged an official who has
been in touch with the CoA.

Objection

An official of a State Associa-
tion countered the CoA
move by saying: “Who are
they to set deadlines for
elections? They are not the
Supreme Court. During our
meeting with the Amicus
[Curiae], certain issues were
taken up and the under-
standing was that the Su-
preme Court would give its
opinion. The CoA is not the
Supreme Court.”

About 13 members, in-
cluding Assam and six new
members from the North-
East, and Vidarbha, have ac-
cepted the New BCCI Consti-
tution and hence are receiv-
ing their annual
subventions.

The CoA has been con-
stantly monitoring the pro-
cess of Constitutional
amendments made by the
members in terms with the
New BCCI Constitution.

Jurisdiction issue

An official of the Mumbai
Cricket Association said:
“We have been told to revert
with our positions on the
territorial jurisdiction for
giving voting rights to re-
tired international cricke-
ters, to reveal if any of the
clubs are social clubs and al-
so on the appointment of
the election officer. The CoA
has said that the State
should be the territorial ju-
risdiction for international
cricketers, but we feel the
jurisdiction is Mumbiai city.
All our clubs are cricket
clubs and we have been
searching for a retired Chief
Election Commissioner of
the State who can be ap-
pointed as the Election
Officer.”

The CoA believes that
once the Election Officer is
appointed, the election pro-
cess can start so that the
BCCI AGM and Elections can
be held on October 22.

No thanks,
says Stokes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON

England’s World Cup hero
Ben Stokes, who was nom-
inated for the New Zealan-
der of the Year Award, has
graciously turned it down,
saying Black Caps skipper
Kane Williamson is the
“worthy recipient” of the
accolade.

The 28-year-old Stokes
was born in Christchurch
but moved to England at
the age of 12, going on to es-
tablish himself in the En-
gland set-up.

“I am flattered to be
nominated for New Zealan-
der of the Year,” he posted
on his social media ac-
counts.

“Ifeel the whole country
should align their support
to New Zealand captain
Kane Williamson. He
should be revered as a kiwi
legend.”

The new Indian fan and why he was angry after the final

This is a welcome change and holds out hope that the aggressive follower of the game is beginning to learn to take defeat

BETWEEN WICKETS

SURESH MENON

he World Cup is done and dusted,

the caravan has moved on, the pun-
dits have spoken, the analyses are over.
Yet a couple of questions continue to
nag. Why, for instance, would umpire
Kumar Dharmasena admit to making an
error while granting England the extra
run in the tied final, and then follow
that up with “I will never regret that de-
cision”? The decision was taken in con-
sultation with the other umpire, he tells
us, it was a difficult one to make, he as-
sures us, and then ruins that with what

CM
K

comes across as either arrogance or
stupidity.

The second question is the more in-
teresting. Why were Indian fans so an-
gry with the final result? Not merely dis-
appointed or upset, but angry? Can you
imagine television debates in England
or Australia had India missed out in the
manner that New Zealand did?

England skipper Eoin Morgan has
spoken to his New Zealand counterpart
Kane Williamson “on numerous occa-
sions” since the final, he has said, and
neither has been able to get his head
around everything that happened. He
was quoted as saying, “I’'m not sure win-
ning it makes it any easier,” adding later,
“It would be more difficult to lose, of
course.”

Waves

In New Zealand, Kane Williamson told a
radio station, “It will take a little bit of ti-

me...you get waves. You just forget
about it for 10 minutes then it hits you
again ... ” And importantly, “The rules
were there from the start, we have to
swallow that and accept it.”

One Indian fan told me, “I didn’t
mind that India lost in the semifinal. It
gave us a chance to watch the greatest
one-day international ever.” He was the
exception, as the majority wanted to do
something about that final — from a sig-
nature campaign asking the Interna-
tional Cricket Council to alter its playing
conditions and letting the teams share
the trophy to sacking various officials.

Everybody had an opinion, ex-
pressed more forcefully and with grea-
ter concern than anything articulated
on issues such as the country’s water
shortage, or fudging in the national bud-
get, which should affect us deeply. An
umpiring decision made under pres-
sure in a far away land got even the si-

lent majority raising fists in anger.

Love for the underdog

It would have been hilarious if it didn’t
say something interesting about us. Age
and gender were no barrier to dissatis-
faction; my uncle in his 80s was as
cheesed off as nieces in their teens and
twenties. Social media, the arbiter of a
country’s innermost thoughts, could
not tear itself away from the subject. Is
everybody angry because New Zealand
didn’t make it or because England did?

Perhaps it is more of the former,
which rules out any colonial hangover.
Perhaps it is a genuine love for the un-
derdog, although Indian cricket fans are
not renowned for this.

Perhaps Williamson came as a breath
of fresh air and we wanted to show our
appreciation by fighting his team’s bat-
tles.

New Zealanders weren’t nearly as an-

gry, and Williamson didn’t once say
anything about luck going against them
— an easy enough line to take, particu-
larly since it’s true — and handled it all
with dignity.

Perhaps once India lost in the semifi-
nals, their fans transferred their consid-
erable energies to New Zealand, and
thus found a reason to retain their inter-
est in the World Cup. Traditionally,
teams in South Asia, from the schools le-
vel to the international, have tended to
support the opponents of the team that
beat them. Not so this time.

Springs of sorrow

The poet Gerard Manley Hopkins has
said that the springs of sorrow are the
same. Perhaps it is the same with the
springs of anger too. For the course of
one match, New Zealand were the India
that made it to the final, didn’t lose the
match but lost the Cup. Blaming the

players was out of the question. Burning
effigies didn’t make sense. Part of the
anger might have risen from the frustra-
tion of not being able to do these things.
And part from a feeling of ‘We wuz
robbed’.

The normally demanding Indian fan
didn’t explode when India lost; didn’t
question the money the players make
outside the field, didn’t blame the IPL or
the quality of Indian wickets or the stan-
dard of domestic matches.

The ones who wanted a change in
captaincy were few, and no one called
for major changes in the team or asked
questions of the Board of Control for
Cricket in India. If any players’ houses
were stoned or effigies burnt, these
didn’t get any publicity.

All this is new. And welcome. And a
sign — let us hope — that the aggressive
Indian fan is beginning to learn to take
defeat.
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Ireland set for landmark Lord’s Test

Chance for the Irish to pull a fast one on England

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Ireland’s march to becoming
a full-fledged member of
cricket’s elite will reach
another important staging
post when it plays its first
Test against England at
Lord’s on Wednesday.

The Irishmen made their
Test debut last year, suffering
a final-day defeat by Pakistan
in Dublin. However, they
were well beaten by fellow
newcomer Afghanistan in
their second Test in March
this year.

Since the turn of the cen-
tury, Ireland has become
known for their one-day ex-
ploits, beating Pakistan
(2007) and England (2011) at
World Cups.

Highlight

The Lord’s match is set to be
the highlight of Ireland’s
year given it did not qualify
for the World Cup.

The sport has a long histo-
ry in Ireland and cricket was
hugely popular there in the
19th century. But a rising tide
of Irish nationalism and the
growth of the Gaelic Athletic
Association led to cricket be-
ing declared a “garrison” or
“foreign” game.

Irish cricket went into so-
mething of a retreat although
memorable occasions such
as a televised win over the
touring West Indies in 1969

helped to change attitudes.

Several of the present side
have played county cricket,
including Tim Murtagh, a
stalwart for Middlesex, who
recently took his 800th First
Class wicket.

Fast bowler Boyd Rankin
was briefly an England
player when that was the on-
ly way Irishmen could play
Test cricket before switching
back. “It is a dream come
true, and it is something I

Bring back Asian style: Thakur

ASHWIN ACHAL
BENGALURU

At his peak, Deepak Thakur
was a feared forward. Using
lightning speed and deft
stick work, Thakur gave de-
fenders a horrid time. In
general, his Indian team of
the noughties played a free-
flowing style of hockey. This
is in contrast with the ‘Euro-
pean style’ used now, where
the emphasis is on posses-
sion and precision
technique.

Thakur believes that the
‘Asian style’ of his era still
has its place in modern
hockey, and that the Indian
team should utilise the ser-
vices of his former team-
mates like Prabhjot Singh,
Gagan Ajit Singh and Dhan-
raj Pillay to refine these
skills.

‘Second pattern’

“Today, all international
sides employ the European
style of play. When all teams
are playing like this, you
need a second pattern to
break their game-play. This
is where you need to be
adept at Asian-style skills
like dodging, return-passes,
and stick work.

“If you can develop these
aspects of your game, you
will be able to break open
the defence.

“This Asian style is mis-
sing now, which is hurting
Indian hockey,” Thakur, the
IOCL team coach at the Ben-
galuru Hockey Association
Super Division hockey

Chaudari yearning to

PKL

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM
HYDERABAD

It is never easy, even for a
lead performer, to brush
aside emotions when up
against a team for which he
played for six seasons. The
story was no different for Ra-
hul Chaudari when he de-
buted for Tamil Thalaivas
against former team Telugu
Titans in the Vivo PKL Sea-
son-7 the other night.

“There were a lot of emo-
tions. I was a bit nervous. I
was not sure how things
would turn out to. Fortu-
nately, we were off to a win-
ning start against Titans,”
said Chaudari in a chat with
The Hindu on Tuesday.

“It was a great feeling to
be back in Hyderabad and in
front of such a vociferous
crowd supporting me. I

CcM
K

= ¥ i =1 '.;u-
ST | i"‘-

Plainspeak: Deepak Thakur says India will gain by merging

|

the Asian and European styles of play. =c.p. sampATH KUMAR

championship here, said.

“Former players like
Prabhjot Singh, Dhanraj Pil-
lay and Gagan Ajit Singh
were masters of Asian style
hockey. They should be
brought in to coach the Na-
tional team in some capaci-
ty. This will be hugely benef-
icial, as we can get the best
of both worlds,” Thakur
added.

Professional approach
The Arjuna awardee is hap-
py that a more professional
approach has entered the
sport.

“Money is being invested
now. Though top facilities
are not available at the grass-
root level, it is good that it
has come to the elite level.

“Everything is a lot more
professional now — players
earn good money, and we al-
so have video analysts, phy-
siotherapists and so on,”

loved the atmosphere and
enjoyed every moment on
the court against Titans.”
“Honestly, I am just fol-
lowing the guiding principle
of my coach — just do well,
don’t look back. I must say
here that there is lot of expe-
rience and depth in Thalai-
vas which was not the case
with Titans, where I was the
only big player looked up to

Thakur said, “If we had
these facilities during our
playing days, we could have
won Olympic and World Cup
medals.”

On his electrifying attack-
ing partnership with Prabh-
jot Singh and Gagan Ajit
Singh, Thakur said, “The
reason why we were so good
together on the field was be-
cause we shared a close
bond off the field.

“The three of us came up
through the junior ranks at
the same time.

“And during our senior
India days, we spent a lot of
time together. In those days,
we did not have much enter-
tainment.

“So we played cards to-
gether, chatted, and kept
each other company.

“This sort of team bond-
ing is missing now, with
most players busy with their
smartphones.”

by teammates,” said the
26-year-old.

“This in a way should be
of great help to me as it is a
joy to play alongside such a
brilliant raider like Ajay Tha-
kur. He is a huge motivator
always telling — tujhe kohi
nahi rokh sakega (no one
can stop you). And, he en-
courages everyone in the
team in a similar way,” ad-

lay hands on trophy

Star raider: Rahul Chaudari has already come good for Tamil
Thalaivas. =v.v. SUBRAHMANYAM
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Prepping for the occasion: Ireland's Simranjit Singh and Lorcan Tucker get ready for their Lord's assignment. =RreuTers

never thought would happen
in my playing career,” said
Rankin, who played just the
one Test for England on the
ill-fated 2013-14 Ashes tour of
Australia.

England will be resting
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several of its World Cup
stars, including fast bowler
Jofra Archer, Ben Stokes and
batsman Jos Buttler.

Eoin Morgan, the victo-
rious Dublin-born captain,
no longer plays Test cricket

No loan move for
Bale, says agent

FOOTBALL

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Gareth Bale will not be leav-
ing Real Madrid on loan dur-
ing the transfer window des-
pite falling out of favour
under Zinedine Zidane, his
agent said on Tuesday.

The Real boss said at the
weekend the La Liga giant
was poised to offload the 30-
year-old Wales star.

But his representative, Jo-
nathan Barnett, told Sky
Sports News any deal would
have to be a permanent one.

“There will be no ma-
keshift deals to get him out
of the club,” said Barnett,
who said previously that Zi-
dane has shown “no res-
pect” for Bale’s achieve-
ments at Real.

“Gareth is one of the best
players on the planet. I can

guarantee you he will not be
going on loan to any club.”

Bale has been deemed
surplus to requirements at
Real despite helping his side
to a Spanish title and four
Champions League crowns
since arriving from Totten-
ham Hotspur six years ago.

His brace, including a
brilliant bicycle kick, sank
Liverpool in the 2018 final
but he was not used as a reg-
ular starter by Zidane after
the Frenchman returned to
the Real bench in early
March.

“Gareth is a Real Madrid
player and for now he’s stay-
ing as a Real Madrid player,”
said Barnett.

“If something comes
along that suits us, then
things could change and he
could be gone in a day or a
week. Or he could still be a
Real player in three years,
when his contract ends.”

Ehsan Mani named
chief of ICC committee

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KARACHI

Pakistan Cricket Board’s
chairman Ehsan Mani has
been appointed as the head
of the ICC’s influential Fi-
nance & Commercial Affairs
committee.

The appointment was
carried out during the Inter-
national Cricket Council
(ICC)’s annual conference

ded the star raider.

Depth and balance

“I'sincerely hope that we will
reach the final as we have
the depth, balance and all-
round superiority. We are
determined to give more
than 100 per cent and pay
back to the amazing way the
management is taking care
of players. We were never
found wanting for anything,”

said the Bijnor (Uttar
Pradesh)native.
“I am glad that the PKL is

no more about only one Ra-
hul or Ajay Thakur. There
are so many brilliant players
who are now house-hold
names. This is good for the
sport itself,” Rahul said.

“I was never a member of
a winning team. So, [ am just
praying to give me the op-
portunity of having my hand
on the winner’s trophy this
time around,” he added.

last week.

The PCB announced on
Tuesday that another PCB
official, Salman Naseer, who
is its general counsel and
barrister, has been included
on the ICC’s Safeguarding
panel.

The PCB said both ap-
pointments were made by
ICC chairman Shashank
Manohar.

with Joe Root, a fellow World
Cup winner, in charge.

Anderson out

But England could still field
Test new-ball bowler Stuart
Broad, with all-time leading
wicket-taker James Ander-
son ruled out with a calf inju-
ry. Somerset’s Lewis Gregory
and Warwickshire’s Olly
Stone could come into the at-
tack. As for the batting, En-
gland could give a Test debut
to World Cup-winning open-
er Jason Roy.

The match will only last a
maximum of four days rather
than the standard five, a con-
sequence both of being shoe-
horned into the narrow gap
between the end of the
World Cup and the start of
England’s five-Test Ashes se-
ries against Australia next
month and a desire by offi-
cials to experiment with
“spectator-friendly” playing
hours. Certainly an Ireland
win would be a huge upset.

“In my generation I don’t
think any of us expected to
be playing a Test at Lord’s, so
to have the opportunity is
great,” said Ireland wicket-
keeper Gary Wilson. “But we
mustn’t lose sight of the fact
that we have to come here
and perform as well. I mean
that’s what it is about, it’s not
just turning up and having all
the fanfare around Lord’s.

‘Pick your best batsmen’

Border tells Australia not to be averse
to having top-three left-handers

IANS

SYDNEY

Former captain Allan Border
feels Australia should pick its
best six batsmen for the up-
coming Ashes series against
England beginning on Au-
gust 1 in Birmingham.

Border revealed his first
choice team to foxsports.co-
m.au, naming southpaws Da-
vid Warner, Marcus Harris
and Usman Khawaja as his
preferred top three.

“The top three batsmen
are left-handers, which is not
necessarily the wrong
thing,” Border said.

“A lot of people jump up
and down about picking too
many left-handers but if they
are your best players then go
with them.

“If they were right-han-
ders, no one would say
anything,” he added.

The former Australia skip-
per also stated that wicket-
keeper-batsman  Matthew
Wade should come into the
side considering his good
domestic form.

Nod for Wade

“I'd be very tempted to go
with Wade. You talk about
picking the guys in form, and
he’s in great form. (Marnus)
Labuschagne might get that
guernseys in that he can
bowl some pretty handy leg-
spin and he’s good in the
field too,” Border said.

Chelsea downs Barcelona

Abraham and Barkley fetch the goals,
Arrizabalaga stands firm
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In you go! Ross Barkley scores Chelsea's insurance goal. =ap

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SAITAMA

Goals from Tammy Abra-
ham and Ross Barkley saw
Chelsea grab a 2-1 victory ov-
er Barcelona on Tuesday in
an exhibition match.

Chelsea striker Abraham
opened the scoring in the
34th minute, pouncing on a
botched clearance by Barce-
lona midfielder Sergio
Busquets.

Busquets fumbled under
pressure from Jorginho and
the ball rolled towards Abra-
ham who only had to step
past onrushing goalkeeper
Marc-Andre ter Stegen and
gently send it into the net.

Four minutes later, Chel-
sea midfielder Christian Pu-
lisic showed off his speed
and footwork in infiltrating
the Barca defence, but his
left-footer went just wide.

Barcelona went on the of-
fensive in the second half,
with substitute striker Car-
les Perez leading the way.
But superb saves by Chelsea
goalkeeper Kepa Arrizabala-

ga repeatedly denied Barca.

In the 55th minute Perez
zipped past three defenders
but his left-footer was not
good enough to get past
Arrizabalaga.

A few minutes later, he
dashed deep into the left
side to feed a high-speed
cross to striker Malcom, but
Arrizabalaga again denied
them.

Chelsea made it 2-0 with
less than 10 minutes left as
midfielder Barkley picked
up a cross in front of the box
and curled it into the net,
with substitute 'keeper Neto
getting a touch but unable to
block it.

Just before injury time,
Barcelona got a free-kick
just outside the box but mid-
fielder Ivan Rakitic's shot
went over the bar.

Rakitic, however, quickly
redeemed himself in injury
time, picking up a cross and
firing a lightning right-foo-
ter that went deep into the
net for a consolation goal for
Barcelona.

Border. =FILE PHOTO: M. VEDHAN

(9 Alot of people jump

up and down about
picking too many
left-handers but if
they are your best
players then go with
them

“Wade can bowl some me-
dium-pace. He can get it
through allright, you could
sling him half a dozen overs
if you had to here and there.”

The 63-year-old also ad-
vised the Australian team to
resist from temptation of
playing an all-rounder at No.
6 and instead play a proper
batsman.

“I'wouldn’t go the allroun-
der at No.6. I’d pick a straight
out-and-out batsman.

“England’s conditions are
a bit softer underfoot and
temperature wise. There’s
not as much physicality and
stress on the bowlers,” he
said.

Nagal loses
to Gasquet

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
HAMBURG (GERMANY)

Former World No.7 Ri-
chard Gasquet beat quali-
fier Sumit Nagal 6-2, 7-6(2)
in the first round of the
1,855,490 ATP-500 tennis
tournament in Hamburg,
Germany, on Tuesday.

Sumit converted two of
four breakpoints that he
forced but the Frenchman
capitalised on four of ten
breakpoints to make it a
straight-forward affair, in
about an hour and 30
minutes.

Sumit collected 20 ATP
points for qualification, as
the first round loser does
not get any point, and col-
lected €13,065.

In the €250,000 WTA
event in Latvia, the 264th-
ranked Patricia Maria Tig
of Romania proved too hot
for Ankita Raina, in racing
to a 6-2, 6-1 victory. Ankita
who was the last player to
be directly accepted into
the draw with her rank of
173, collected one WTA
point and €1,694.

The results:

€1,855,490 ATP-500, Ham-
burg, Germany: Singles (first
round): Richard Gasquet (Fra)
bt Sumit Nagal 6-2, 7-6(2).

€ 250,000 WTA, Jurmala,
Latvia: Singles (first round):
Patricia Maria Tig (Rou) bt An-
kita Raina 6-2, 6-1.

$15,000 ITF women, Tabar-
ka, Tunisia: Doubles (pre-
quarterfinals): Sowjanya Ba-
visetti & Sravya Shivani Chila-
kalapudi bt Elena De Santis &
Francesca Delledera (Ita) 6-4,
6-2.

Srinivas puts his money on team effort

Pink Panthers delighted with impressive start to season

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM
HYDERABAD

“We don’t believe in stardom
of players. For us, the only
superstar is our owner, Abh-
ishek Bachchan,” says coach
Srinivas Reddy.

The 42-year-old Hydera-
badi, who earlier coached
Haryana Steelers and Telugu
Titans in the ProKabaddi
League, is visibly delighted
at the impressive start his
team made against U Mumba
on Monday night when it re-
corded it’s first-ever win ov-
er the opponent in six
seasons.

“This is exactly what we
are looking for — team effort.
We always tell the boys to
work as a unit. The focus in
the camps has been on fit-
ness with the owner himself
setting the benchmark,” he
says in a chat with The Hin-

Coachspeak: Pink Panthers’ Srinivas Reddy believes that body
language and confidence levels are key factors. =k.v.s.GIri

du. “It was an unforgettable
experience to start on such a
winning note in front of my
home crowd,” he says.
Srinivas, who is into his
second season with the Jai-
pur-based outfit, says his
mantra for success to his
players is pretty simple —
“believe that your are the
best, don’t look for others as

role models, you should be
the ones with your
performances”.

“I believe that body lan-
guage and the confidence le-
vel are the key factors which
play a major role in any
sport,” says the bank
manager.

For someone who played
18 senior Nationals and was

also a member of the 2006
Asian championship gold
medal winning Indian team,
Srinivas says the first target
is to reach the play-offs. The
Jaipur coach, who earlier
guided India to a gold over
Iran in the Dubai Masters
championship, reveals that
owner Abhishek, despite be-
ing a celebrity is a very sim-
ple human being, involved in
the sport, and takes special
care of the players’ welfare,
especially on the diet front.
“Abhishek keeps remind-
ing us how his father Ami-
tabh continues to work for
long hours even now when
he can actually take a break
and relax. This to emphasise
that there is no substitute for
work,” says Srinivas, who
was also the Indian women’s
team coach in the last Asiad
where it settled for a silver.
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Sun retains 200m freestyle, snubbed again

Bronze medallist Scott refuses to shake hands; King pips Efimova in women’s 100 breaststroke

TV PICKS

PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD &
HD), 7.30 p.m.

IN BRIEF

R ==
Aussie Horton warned
over podium protest

GWANGJU

Australian swimmer Mack
Horton has been warned by
FINA after he snubbed
China's Sun Yang on the
podium after the 400m
freestyle final in the World
championships. Horton, who
took silver behind Sun,
refused to pose for photos
after the medal ceremony as
doping allegations swirl
around Sun. arp

Federation Cup
basketball in Jan. 2020
CHENNAI

Pondicherry Basketball
Association (PBA) will host
the Federation Cup after
more than two decades, in
the third week of January
2020. The Federation Cup
will witness the top eight
teams from the senior
Nationals held at Bhavnagar,
Guijarat from January 5 to 12,
in action, apart from the
host. In the last edition at
Noida, Punjab won the men's
title while Indian Navy
finished second. In the
women's section, Eastern
Railway emerged triumphant
and Tamil Nadu was the
runner-up.

TT coach Papic to

join next month

NEW DELHI

The uncertainty over the
joining of the National table
tennis team's new head coach
Dejan Papic ended on Tuesday
when the Canadian accepted
the one-year contract offered
by the Sports Authority of
India (SAI). The Table Tennis
Federation of India (TTFI) had
short-listed Papic back in
March but it was only a
couple of weeks ago that SAI
sent him the contract. "He
was travelling and probably
that is why the delay in
signing the contract. But now
he has and he should be in
India early next month,” TTFI
secretary M.P. Singh said. p1i

Indians pugilists
continue good run

NEW DELHI

Bhagyabati Kachari (75kg)
assured India of at least a
bronze at the Thailand
International boxing
tournament by making the
semifinals in Bangkok on
Tuesday. Bhagyabati defeated
Vietnam's Nguyen Huong 5-0
to make the medal round. In
men's section, Ashish Kumar
(69kg) entered the last-eight
after easing past Croatia's
Petar Cetinic 5-0 while
Mohammed Hussamuddin
(56kg) out-punched
Botswana's George
Molwantwa 5-0. e1i

WORLD SWIMMING

ASSOCIATED PRESS
GWANG]JU (KOREA)

Sun Yang was in the middle
of controversy at the World
swimming championships
again. Only this time, it
wasn’t his doing. The Chi-
nese star still got shunned on
the medals podium again.

Sun retained the 200m
freestyle criwn on Tuesday
after Danas Rapsys of Lithua-
nia, who finished first, got
disqualified for an apparent
false start. Sun touched se-
cond, but got elevated after
Rapsys had already celebrat-
ed in the pool.

Sun appeared surprised,
clasping his hands to his
face, but quickly sat on the
lane rope and raised both
arms in the air as a mix of
cheers and boos rang out.

Katsuhiro Matsumoto of
Japan took silver. Martin Ma-
Iyutin of Russia and Duncan
Scott of Britain tied for
bronze.

On the podium, Scott
wanted no part of sharing
the moment with Sun. Scott
kept his hands clasped be-
hind his back and refused to
shake Sun’s hand, standing
off on his own while the oth-
er medalists joined Sun to
pose for photographers.

This action prompted a fu-
rious Sun to get in Scott’s
face and bark “You lose, I
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Well done: Lilly King, right, being congratulated by Russia's Yuliya Efimova after the American edged out the latter in the 100m

breaststroke. =reuters

win!” as they walked down-
stairs for their lap of honour.

Sun, who served a three-
month doping ban in 2014, is
being allowed by FINA to
compete in Gwangju ahead
of a Court for Arbitration in
Sport hearing in September
that threatens Sun’s career.

American Lilly King and
Russia’s Yulia Efimova kept
all the drama in the pool in
the women’s 100 breast-
stroke.

They were neck-and-neck
down the stretch before King
got her hand on the wall
first, touching in 1-04.93. Efi-

Sarthak in last eight

TENNIS

SPORTS BUREAU
CHANDIGARH

Sarthak Gandhi defeated
fourth seed Ansh Kundu
2-6, 6-4, 6-2 in the boys’ un-
der-16 pre-quarterfinals of
the AITA Championship se-
ries junior tennis tourna-
ment at the CLTA Complex
on Tuesday.

In another match in the
same section, Ajay Kundu
beat eighth seed Yogee
Panwar 6-4, 6-0.

In the girls’ under-16 sec-
tion, qualifier Suhani Sab-
harwal beat sixth seed Kris-
ti Boro 6-3, 6-3.
The
(pre-quarterfinals):
Boys: Under-18: Krishan Hoo-
da bt Yogee Panwar 6-0, 6-0;
Karan Parashar bt Ajay Kundu
6-3, 7-5; Shashikant Rajput bt
Rishi Jalota 6-3, 6-0.

Dhanya Shah bt Ajay Singh
6-4, 6-1; Divanshu Hooda bt
Sukhpreet Singh Jhoje 6-2,
6-2; Bhupender Dahiya bt
Atul Chhillar 6-3, 6-1.

Torus Rawat bt Manveer
Singh 6-3, 6-2; Uddayvir
Singh bt Sonu Khan 6-0, 6-0.
Under-16: Arjun Kundu bt
Akash Deb 4-6, 6-3, 6-3; Ajay
Kundu bt Yogee Panwar 6-4,

results

AITA Trust to
announce scholarship

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

After four days of matches
in tough conditions, as rain
had increased the humidity
percentage in the atmosph-
ere, the young tennis
players had fruitful sessions
apart from undergoing
physical fitness assessment
on Tuesday at the DLTA
Complex here.

“We had a very nice
awareness session with the
expert Dr. Ankush Gupta
from National Anti Doping
Agency. We had the parents
also attending the session,
as it is an important subject.
It was a very interesting ses-
sion that went on for an
hour,” said Prashant Menon,
who was coordinating the
scholarship scheme for the
AITA Trust.

Apart from the anti dop-
ing awareness session, the
players also had the benefit
of listening to a diet and nu-
trition expert from the
Sports Authority of India
(SAID).

It was indeed a struggle
for some of the under-14
kids on Monday to play two
matches, in high humidity,
and after three days of
matches. However, there
was an the assurance that
the results would not count
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as much as the way the
players conducted
themselves.

With the physical fitness
assessment being conduct-
ed by Dharmendra Pratap
Singh, affectionately called
in the tennis circles as Abhi-
manu, who has worked with
some of the best players like
Somdev Devvarman and Yu-
ki Bhambri, it was a chal-
lenge for the young players
to retain their enthusiasm
and energy.

The matches were played
in the best of 13-game for-
mat, which effectively
meant one set. It was equal-
ly hard on the three mem-
bers of the selection panel —
Balram Singh, Vishaal Uppal
and Ankita Bhambri — to
keep track of all the players,
spread over 11 courts.

There will be a final fit-
ness assessment on Wed-
nesday morning, both on
court and in the gym, before
the final list of eight boys
and eight girls are
announced.

The first instalment of
¥50,000 is also expected to
be presented to the selected
players. The players are
scheduled to get 100,000 a
year, to meet their tennis re-
quirements through the sea-
son.

6-0; Sarthak Gandhi bt Ansh
Kundu 2-6, 6-4, 6-2.

Rishi Jalota bt Sarabjot
Singh 6-1, 6-3; Ajay Singh bt
Samar Bir Singh Sidhu 7-5,
6-1.

Dhanya Shah bt Jitin Kumar

Chetry 6-2, 4-6, 6-0; Sukh-
preet Singh Jhoje bt Gurustat
Singh Makkar 6-1, 2-6, 6-2;
Kartik Saxena bt Gaurav Ku-
mar 6-1, 6-0.
Girls: Under-18: Lakshmi
Prabha Arunkumar bt Kristi
Boro 6-1, 6-1; Harleen Kaur bt
Ridhima Mehra 6-0, 6-1; San-
deepti Singh Rao bt Shreya
Chakraborty 6-4, 6-2.

Tanushri Pandey bt Sai
Bhoyar 6-4, 6-3; Paavanii
Pathak bt Ameek Kiran Batth
7-5, 6-4.

Kaavya Sawhney bt Kaavya
Palani 6-1, 6-0; Aditi Singh bt
Catherine Bhangu 6-1, 6-1;
Vanshika  Choudhary bt
Kaashvi Thapliyal 6-1, 6-0.
Under-16: Sai Bhoyar bt Aditi
Singh 6-1, 6-0; Kaavya Palani
bt Vishita Jhorar 6-0, 6-2.

Lakshmi Prabha Arunku-
mar bt Mahika Amit Gupta
6-2, 6-3; Paavanii Paathak bt
Catherine Bhangu 6-0, 6-0.

Suhani Sabharwal bt Kristi
Boro 6-3, 6-3; Tanushri Pan-
dey bt Kuhoo Atrey 6-2, 6-1.

Nandini Dixit bt Snighdha
Sran 7-5, 6-0; Sanvi Ahluwalia
bt Maitreyi Phogat 6-1, 6-0.

mova was second in 1-05.49.
Martina Carraro of Italy took
bronze.

Ailing Ledecky
withdraws

Without three-time defend-
ing champion Katie Ledecky
in the field, Simona Quada-
rella of Italy won the 1,500
freestyle in 15-40.89 well off
Ledecky’s world record of 15-
20.48.

Earlier Tuesday, the
American star withdrew
from the final because of un-
specified illness. Ledecky al-
so dropped out of the 200

freestyle heats.

Olympic and defending
world champion Ryan Mur-
phy was upset in the men’s
100 backstroke with Xu Jiayu
of China winning in 52.43 se-
conds.

In the women’s 100 back-
stoke, Kylie Masse of Canada
won in 58.60, while USA’s
Kathleen Baker, the world re-
cord holder, tied for sixth af-
ter being tied for the lead at
the turn.

The results:

Men: 200m freestyle: 1. Sun
Yang (Chn) 1:44.93s, 2. Katsuhi-
ro Matsumoto (JPN) 1:45.22, 3.

Martin Malyutin (Rus) & Duncan
Scott (GBr) 1:45.63.

100m backstroke: 1. Xu Jiayu
(Chn) 52.43, 2. Evgeny Rylov
(Rus) 52.67,3. Mitch Larkin
(Aus) 52.77.

Women: 1500m freestyle: 1. Si-
mona Quadarella (Ita)
15:40.89, 2. Sarah Kohler
(Ger)15:48.83, 3. Wang Jian-
jiahe (Chn) 15:51.00.

100m backstroke: 1. Kylie
Masse (Can) 58.60, 2. Minna
Atherton (Aus) 58.85, 3. Olivia
Smoliga (USA)58.91.

100m breaststroke: 1. Lilly
King (USA)1:04.93, 2. Yulia Efi-
mova (Rus) 1:05.49, 3. Martina
Carraro (Ita) 1:06.36.

Bhakti beats top seed Soumya

Moves in to sole lead; Vantika in second spot

NATIONAL CHESS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KARAIKUDI

Former Asian champion and
second seed Bhakti Kulkarni
defeated top seed Soumya
Swaminathan in the seventh
round to emerge the sole
leader with 6.5 points in the
46th National women’s
chess championship here on
Tuesday.

Pawn advantage

Playing white in a Grunfeld
Defence game, Bhakti got a
pawn advantage on the 23rd
move and exerted pressure
on the open queenside of
her rival.

Under time pressure, Sou-
mya blundered on the 39th
move to give a minor piece
advantage to Bhakti and re-
signed immediately.

Vantika Agrawal held the
upper hand for most part
against Pratyusha Bodda,
but failed to capitalise and
shared the point with her
opponent. Vantika, with six
points, now holds the sole
second spot.

After the sixth round,

S

Stalemate: Pratyusha Bodda held Vantika Agrawal, who had

the upper hand for most part. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

Bhakti and Vantika re-
mained joint leaders with
5.5 points.
Important results (seventh
round, TN unless specified):
Bhakti Kulkarni (Al) 6.5 bt
Soumya Swaminathan (PSPB)
5; Pratyusha Bodda (AP) 5.5
drew with Vantika Agrawal
(Del) 6; Michelle Catherina 5.5
drew with P.V. Nandhidhaa 5.5;
S. Meenakshi (Al) 5.5 bt Swati
Ghate (LIC) 5; Harshita Gud-
danti (AP) 5 drew with Srija
Seshadri 5; Mary Ann Gomes
(PSPB) 5 bt Priyanka Nutakki
(AP) 4.5; J. Saranya 4 lost to Di-

vya Deshmukh (Mah) 5; S. Vi-
jayalakshmi (Al) 4 lost to Potlu-
ri Saye Srreezza (TS) 5.

Kiran Manisha Mohanty (LIC)
5 bt M. Mahalakshmi (Rly) 4;
Aarthie Ramaswamy (Al) 4.5
drew with Nisha Mohota
(PSPB) 4.5; K. Priyanka 5 bt
C.H. Meghna (Rly) 4; Isha Shar-
ma (Kar) 4.5 drew with Rutuja
Bakshi (Mah) 4.5; P. Bala Kan-
namma 5 bt Parnali S. Dharia
(Mah) 4; Y. Saranya 4 lost to Ni-
tyata Jain (MP) 5; V. Nanditha
(TS) 4 lost to Bagyashree Thip-
say (Mah) 5; Mrudul Dehankar
(Mah) 5 bt V. Rindhiya 4.
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Agni primed to sizzle

HYDERABAD: Agni, who is in fine
trim, may score in the Major Mir
Mujtaba Hussain Memorial Cup
(1,200m), the feature event of the
races to be held here on Wednes-
day (July 24).

RANI LAXMI BAI PLATE (DIV.

1), (1,200m), maiden 3-y-o only
(Cat. II), (Terms), 1-30 p.m.: 1.
Blazing Jupiter (11) Kuldeep Singh
56, 2. Brave Syera (7) Aneel 56, 3.
Dimension (13) Rohit Kumar 56,
4. Mehrzad (6) S.G. Prasad 56, 5.
Prince Valiant (8) Ajeeth Kumar
56, 6. Son Of Sardar (10) Suraj
Narredu 56, 7. Sun Dancer (3)
Kunal Bunde 56, 8. Tremendous
Desire (12) Santosh Raj 56, 9. An-
gel Tesoro (1) P. Sai Kumar 54.5,
10. Augenstern (9) R. Ajinkya
54.5, 11. Flying Queen (ex: Re-
member Forever) (2) B.R. Kumar
54.5, 12. Her Legacy (5) N. Rawal
54.5, and 13. Silver Set (4)
Harinder Singh 54.5.
1. SON OF SARDAR, 2. MEHRZAD,
3. HER LEGACY

CUPID PLATE (1,100m), 5-y-0

& over, rated upto 25 (Cat. III),
2-00: 1. Invasion (1) Ashhad As-
bar 60, 2. Recumbentibus (5) R.
Ajinkya 60, 3. Composure (7) C.P.
Bopanna 59.5, 4. Dippy Dip (10)
G. Naresh 59, 5. Agilis (3) A.A.
Vikrant 58.5, 6. All Star General
(12) Deepak Singh 58.5, 7. Cow-
boys Delight (2) Umesh 57.5, 8.
Royal Dancer (8) Ajit Singh 57.5,
9. Silver Dollar (4) Gaurav Singh
56.5, 10. Negress Princess (11) P.
Sai Kumar 56, 11. Golden Adara
(9) Afroz Khan 53.5 and 12. New
Hope (6) B.R. Kumar 50.
1. INVASION, 2. AGILIS, 3. COW-
BOYS DELIGHT

RANI LAXMI BAI PLATE (DIV.

11), (1,200m), maiden 3-y-o
only (Cat. II), (Terms), 2-30: 1.
Born Greek (12) R. Ajinkya 56, 2.
City Of Blossom (1) Deepak Singh
56, 3. Golden Faraska (8) P. Sai
Kumar 56, 4. Premier Action (5)
Umesh 56, 5. Rathasapthami (3)
Kuldeep Singh 56, 6. Sterling
King (6) S.G. Prasad 56, 7. Tough
And Go (2) Rafique Sk. 56, 8. Vi-
jays Maestro (7) Gopal Singh 56,
9. Aristocrats Charm (11) Ajeeth
Kumar 54.5, 10. Flamingo Fame
(10) N. Rawal 54.5, 11. Red River
(4) Nakhat Singh 54.5, 12. Royal
Gift (9) Ajit Singh 54.5, 13. Top
Saga (13) Suraj Narredu 54.5.
1. RED RIVER, 2. TOP SAGA, 3. VI-
JAYS MAESTRO

FOND HOPE PLATE (DIV. II),

(1,400m), 5-y-o & over, rated
40 to 65 (Cat. II), 3-05: 1. Warrior
Supreme (3) Kiran Naidu 60, 2.
Yanga (8) B.R. Kumar 59.5, 3.
Somerset (4) Umesh 58.5, 4.
Mozambique (1) Ashhad Asbar
58, 5. N R I Symbol (7) Kuldeep
Singh 56, 6. New State (2) G.
Naresh 56, 7. Hope Is Eternal (9)
Ajeeth Kumar 54.5, 8. Vancouver
(10) R.S. Jodha 54.5, 9. Shandaar
(6) Ajit Singh 54 and 10. Euro
Zone (5) C.P. Bopanna 53.5.
1. MOZAMBIQUE, 2. YANGA, 3. N R
1SYMBOL

WARANGAL PLATE (1,600m),
4-y-0 & over, rated 20 to 45
(Cat. III), 3-35: 1. Egyptian Prince
(16) Surya Prakash 61, 2. Amazing
Script (2) Ajeeth Kumar 60, 3.

City Of Sails (9) Deepak Singh 60,
4. Dandy Man (13) S.G. Prasad
59.5, 5. Wings Of Eagles (8) B.R.
Kumar 59.5, 6. Ashwa Arjun (12)
Gaurav Singh 58.5, 7. Top Man (7)
A.A. Vikrant 58.5, 8. Buttonwood
(1) Koushik 58, 9. Balius (4) Suraj
Narredu 57.5, 10. Alta Vita (3)
Afroz Khan 56.5, 11. Semira (5)
Aneel 56.5, 12. Royal Style (15)
Uday Kiran 56, 13. Mr. Shanghai
(11) Kuldeep Singh 55.5, 14. Nazar-
iya (10) Nakhat Singh 54.5, 15.
Royal Avenger (6) Umesh 53 and
16. Yogya (14) G. Naresh 52.5.

1. BALIUS, 2. EGYPTIAN PRINCE, 3.
WINGS OF EAGLE

FOND HOPE PLATE (DIV. I),
(1,400m), 5-y-o & over, rated
40 to 65 (Cat. II), 4-05: 1. Tootsie
Roll (6) Umesh 60, 2. Top Link (4)
Suraj Narredu 59.5, 3. Celtic
Queen (5) Afroz Khan 58, 4.
George Cross (10) G. Naresh 58, 5.
Vijay’s Empress (1) Gaurav Singh
58, 6. Gorgeous Lady (7) Rafique
Sk. 56, 7. Bayrd (11) B. Nikhil 51, 8.
On The Fire (9) R. Ajinkya 54.5,
9. Sarvatra (3) Koushik 54, 10. Ta
Ta (2) A.A. Vikrant 54 and 11.
Elysian (8) Harinder Singh 51.
1. SARVATRA, 2. TOP LINK, 3. VI-
JAY’S EMPRESS

MAJOR MIR MUJTABA HUS-
SAIN MEMORIAL cup
(1,200m), 3-y-0 & over, rated 40
to 65 (Cat. II), 4-35: 1. Ashwa Raf-
tar (5) Kunal Bunde 60, 2. That’s
My Magic (11) A.A. Vikrant 57.5, 3.
Lazer Beam (4) Deep Shanker 58,
4. Royal Dynamite (8) R. Ajinkya
56, 5. Lightning Fin (12) Rafique
Sk. 54.5, 6. Digger (6) Afroz Khan
54, 7. La Mer (15) Surya Prakash
53.5, 8. Rahil (3) Gopal Singh
53.5, 9. Rose Eternal (14) Santosh
Raj 53, 10. Desert Moon (9)
Kuldeep Singh 52.5, 11. Kings-
wood (1) P. Sai Kumar 52.5, 12.
Classy Guy (7) Jitendra Singh 52,
13. Dancing Doll (13) G. Naresh
51.5, 14. Palsy Walsy (2) R.S.
Jodha 51.5, 15. Lockhart (10)
Ajeeth Kumar 51 and 16. Agni (16)
Zervan 50.5.
1. AGNI, 2. LAZER BEAM, 3. ROYAL
DYNAMITE

ARISTOCRACY PLATE

(1,400m), 3-y-o & over, rated
20 to 45 (Cat. III), 5-05: 1. Have-
lock Cruise (6) Kiran Naidu 60.5,
2. Consigliori (9) Surya Prakash
60, 3. Crimson Fire (11) Rohit Ku-
mar 59.5, 4. Darshish (3) S.G.
Prasad 59, 5. Southern Meteor
(15) Gaurav Singh 59, 6. Spice Up
(5) Nakhat Singh 58.5, 7. Zamora
(14) Ashhad Asbar 58.5, 8. Snow
Castle (1) B.R. Kumar 57, 9.
Supurinto (4) Ajit Singh 56, 10.
Handsome Duo (12) Ajeeth Ku-
mar 52.5, 11. Moka (13) Jitendra
Singh 52.5, 12. Super Act (7)
Harinder Singh 52.5, 13. Wood
Bridge (10) Gopal Singh 52.5, 14.
Yogastha (8) Afroz Khan 52.5, 15.
Ursula (16) B. Nikhil 52 and 16.
Just Like That (2) P. Sai Kumar 51.
1. CONSIGLIORI, 2. HAVELOCK
CRUISE, 3. CRIMSON FIRE
Day’s best: AGNI
Double: MOZAMBIQUE -
CONSIGLIORI
Jkt: 4, 5, 6,7 & 8; Mini Jkt: 5, 6, 7
&8;Tr():1,2&3;((i):3,4&5
(iii): 6, 7 & 8; Tla: All races.





