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WILL MOVE SUPREME COURT, SAY DISQUALIFIED MLAs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JULY 28

A DAY before the trust vote,
Karnataka Assembly Speaker
K R Ramesh Kumar on Sunday
disqualified 11 Congress and
three JD(S) rebel MLAs under the
anti-defection law, thus ending
their hopes of being inducted
into the BJP government.
Another three Congress
MLAs were disqualified for anti-
party activities on July 25. This
effectively reduces the strength
of the Assembly from 225 to 208

The victims were on their way to Rae Bareli district jail. ANI

Unnao rape victim
injured, her two aunts
killed in accident

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JULY 28

THE UNNAQO rape victim, who
had accused BJP MLA Kuldeep
Singh Sengar of sexually assault-
ing her in 2017, and her lawyer
were critically injured and two
of her aunts were killed when
the car in which they were trav-
elling collided with a truck in
Gurubakshganj area of Rae
Bareli on Sunday afternoon.

Police said the victims were
going to Rae Bareli district jail,
where the rape victim’s uncle is
lodged. Additional Director
General of Police, Lucknow
zone, Rajeev Krishna, confirmed
that the two women who died
in the accident are the rape
victim’s aunts.

The 19-year-old rape victim
and the lawyer, who was driving
the car, are undergoing treat-
ment at the trauma centre of
King George’s Medical
University in Lucknow, where
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their condition is critical, said
Additional Superintendent of
Police, Rae Bareli, Shashi Shekhar
Singh.

The victim’s family accused
MLA Sengar of planning the acci-
dent. Sengar, MLA from
Bangarmau in Unnao, is lodged
in Sitapur district jail.

“MLA Kuldeep Singh and his
associates planned the attack to
threaten us so that we stop
pursuing the case. Everyone in
the village knew they were
going to Rae Bareli jail,” said the
rape victim’s cousin in Unnao.

Gurubakshganj Station
House Officer Rakesh Singh said
his team rushed the injured to
the district hospital, where one
of the aunts of the rape victim
died. Doctors referred the other
three injured to Lucknow hospi-
tal, where the second aunt died.

Lalganj (Rae Bareli) Circle
Officer Laxmikant Gautam said
the truck driver, identified as
Ashish, has been arrested and
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members (including a nomi-
nated Anglo Indian member).

The BJP, which formed a one-
man government headed by BS
Yediyurappa on July 26 after the
Congress-]D(S) government lost
the trust vote, now has a clear
majority of 105 legislators, apart
from the support of one
Independent MLA. The Congress
strength is down to 67 and the
JD(S) to 34; the House also has
one BSP MLA.

Yediyurappa, who was asked
by Governor Vajubhai Vala to
prove his majority, is expected to
comfortably win the trust vote on

Speaker KR Ramesh Kumar
in Bengaluru on Sunday. P11

Monday. “On Monday, 100% I will
prove majority,” PTI quoted
Yediyurappa as saying on Sunday.

The 11 Congress MLAs who

Karnataka Speaker disqualifies
Cong, JD(S) rebels, trust vote today

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

BJP calls J&K core group to
Delhi for ‘urgent meeting’

In Srinagar on Sunday. Shuaib Masoodi

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JULY 28

AMIDST UNCERTAINTY and
speculation over the deploy-
ment of additional forces in the
Valley, the Central leadership of
the BJP has summoned mem-
bers of the party’s core group in
Jammu and Kashmir for an
“urgent meeting” in Delhi on
Tuesday.

The meeting is likely to be
chaired by BJP working presi-
dent ] P Nadda and will also be
attended by general secretary
(organisation) BLSanthosh. The
possibility of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah meeting the
party’s J&K unit leaders has not
been ruled out.

While confirming the meet-
ing, sources in the state unit said
no agenda has been conveyed to
them.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Speculationon
J&Kplan

GIVEN UNION Home
Minister Amit Shah'’s
emphatic assertion in
Parliament of the BJP’s
views on Article 370,
every small change in
the state’s security detail
leads to frenetic specula-
tion on the Centre’s
‘agenda’. It hasn’t helped
that there has been no
formal word from the
BJP state unit leadership
to soothe these appre-
hensions among the
public.

PM: People
of Kashmir
want to join
mainstream

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

PRIME MINISTER Narendra

Modi said on Sunday that the

“people of Kashmir are eager to

join the national mainstream”

and the “power of development

is stronger than the might of
bullets and bombs”.

In his address to the nation

through  his

Mann Ki Baat,

Modi said: “I

read averyinter-

esting comment

on MyGov.in.

This comment

‘Those came from
spreading  Muhammad
hatewon’t  Aslam, wholives
succeed’ in  Shopian,
Jammu &

Kashmir. He
wrote, ‘[ like listening to the pro-
gramme Mann Ki Baat. I am
happy to let you know that I
played a positive active role in or-
ganising the community mobili-
sation programme, ‘Back to
Village’, in my state. I feel such
programmes should be organised
every quarter. Simultaneously,
there should be a provision for
online monitoring too’.”

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Letter alerts Rlys staff on ‘emergency
situation’ in Valley, officials say ‘no basis’

BASHAARAT MASOOD &
AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
SRINAGAR,NEW DELHI,
JULY 28

ALETTER purportedly issued by
the office of the Senior Divisional
Security Commissioner, Railway
Protection Force (RPF), Srinagar,
asking employees to stock ration
and drinking water, not to keep
their families in Kashmir, and to
restrict leave due to the “emer-
gency situation” has added to
the fear and speculation in the
Valley.

The Ministry of Railways im-

mediately “revoked” the letter
and said the officer “was not
authorised to issue such a letter
and did not have the approval of
the competent authority to do
so either”.

According to a clarification
issued by the ministry, the
Senior Divisional Security
Commissioner of Firozpur
Railway Division had proceeded
on a one-year study leave last
week. The officer whoissued the
letter was “next in line” to
occupy that post.

According to the letter, a
“precautionary security meet-
ing” was held on July 27, by

Sudesh Nugyal, Assistant
Security Commissioner (ASC),
RPF, Budgam, after inputs from
“different security agencies”
regarding “forecast of deteriorat-
ing situation in Kashmir Valley
and issue of law and order for a
long period”.

Saying that “precautionary
security measures” were dis-
cussed, the letter asks Railways
officials to purchase, in advance,
dry ration for at least four
months “to meet any crisis situ-
ation”, “store drinking water for
at least seven days consump-
tion”, “keep their pitthu bag

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

A natural spokesperson with ‘humungous’ erudition,
Reddy knew essence of politics lay in talking, debating

PAGE1
ANCHOR

SEEMA CHISHTI
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

“Ism’is a subtle suffix, so discreet, so
vestigialitis as aword-ending that
one can miss it altogether; as in
alcoholism and altruism, as in
nudism or nihilism. So totally as an
appendage to the word to which it
is joined, ‘ism’ curls into itself like
the human tail-bone. It is there, but
wedonotseeit...”

FROM Ten Ideologies, his most
recent book and an exposition
of several ideologies in the
world, these are not lines one
would expect a six-time MP and
four-time MLA of our times to
have penned. But for anyone
who has spent any time with
him, this is vintage Sudini Jaipal
Reddy.

At the apogee of the Janata
Dal days, in 1997-98, Reddy
knew exactly what to tell inquis-
itive reporters. If there was a cri-
sis in the United Front (UF) gov-
ernment, a solemn Reddy would
say, “lam here as the spokesper-

S JAIPAL REDDY

1942-2019

son of the Janata Dal, not the UE”
When the Janata Dal hit turbu-
lence, he would brush off queries
by saying exactly the opposite:
“I am here as the government
spokesman, not the party’s.”
Those were days when reporters
jostled with ministers emerging
from the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence, before security, centrali-
sation and fencing got in the way.

Reddy’s ability to get people
talking and debating — recognis-
ing that these are the essence of
politics — made him a natural
spokesperson of the cause he
represented. As spokesperson

for the Congress, he was perhaps
amongst the last of the tribe be-
fore the job required one to be
just a smart quipper, with lines
programmed for TV bites alone.
It was Reddy’s stint as
Minister of Information and
Broadcasting during the United
Front days that saw the setting
up of the Prasar Bharati, aimed
to be an independent state
broadcaster with the promise of
information as a public good.
This year would have marked
50 years of Reddy’s first election
that saw him becoming MLA of
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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14

were disqualified on Sunday are:
Prathapgouda Patil, B C Patil,
Shivaram Hebbar, S T
Somashekhar, Byrathi
Basavaraju, Anand Singh, Roshan
Baig, N Munirathna, K Sudhakar,
M T B Nagaraj and Shrimanth
Patil. The three from the JD(S) are
Vishwanath A H, Narayana
Gowda and K Gopalaiah.

On July 25, the Speaker had
disqualified Congress MLAs
Ramesh Jharkiholi, Mahesh
Kumatahalli and R Shankar (an
Independent who later merged
with Congress).

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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‘WE WANT TO GET
MONEY INTO HANDS
OF PEOPLE... PUMP
UP CONSUMPTION
THROUGH PUBLIC
SPEND ON INFRA’

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN
UNION FINANCE MINISTER

Ex-aide under
probe for routing
funds via overseas
firm to Mallya

Whistleblower filed complaint against
Mallya’s former executive assistant

KHUSHBOO NARAYAN
MUMBAI, JULY 28

FOLLOWING A whistleblower’s
complaint, a Bengaluru-based
company incorporated in March
2018 and run by Vijay Mallya’s
former executive assistant has
come under the scanner of
investigative agencies for its
alleged association with the
fugitive businessman.

The whistleblower, in the
complaint to United Breweries
Ltd, has alleged that the liquor
firm’s export agent — Ultimate
Branding Worldwide, run by
V Shashikant, Mallya’s former
executive assistant — is export-
ing Kingfisher Beer at a dis-
counted price to a “front” com-
pany overseas, that, in turn, sells
itata premium to buyers in UAE,
Malaysia and Singapore. The
profit generated through this, ac-
cording to the complaint, is al-
legedly being “repatriated” to
Mallya through “overlapping
transactions” to fund his “daily
maintenance and legal expense”.

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED), which is probing Mallya
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),

No connection: Mallya

searched the office of Ultimate
Branding Worldwide on July 24,
following the whistleblower’s
complaint.

The complaint said that
Ultimate Branding, which has
“monopolistic rights for export-
ing and trading all brands of
Kingfisher beer since March
2018” is exporting beer to
Tammy International FZE in
Sharjah, a company allegedly
owned by Shashikant’s son-in-
law. It alleged that Ultimate
Branding is getting commission
from UBL for “getting business”
and also “getting significant
margins in USD in trading of
Kingfisher beer in international
markets via front companies”.

Before 2018, UBL’s export

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Convicted in graft case, Sikkim
CM seeks disqualification waiver

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

SIKKIM CHIEF Minister Prem
Singh Tamang’s fate now rests
with the Election Commission
(EC) as he is learnt to have
recently requested a waiver of
the remaining period of his dis-
qualification to retain the post.
Tamang, who was appointed
on May 27,needs to be elected to
the Assembly within six months
of his appointment. However, he

Prem Singh Tamang was
appointed on May 27. File

is barred from contesting polls
as he has been convicted ina cor-
ruption case.

Tamang served a year in
prison, between 2017 and 2018,
after he was found guilty of mis-
appropriating government
funds in a cow distribution
scheme while he was the minis-
ter of animal husbandry in the
1990s. He was released on
August 10, 2018. Under the
Representation of the People Act,
1951, those convicted and im-
prisoned under the Prevention
of Corruption Act are disquali-
fied from contesting elections

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2



2 THE SECOND PAGE

More news

zero ads
m=
w2
=5

POINT YOURCAMERATO

GOTOTHE APP STORE

VISUAL STORIES | DAILY BRIEFING
CUSTOMISED NEWS EXPERIENCE

EXPRESS

Smart home devices
under Rs4k: Google
Home Mini and more

STRANDED TRAIN

Track inspection
not conducted
beyond Badlapur:
Internal review

NEERAJ TIWARI
MUMBAI, JULY 28

CENTRAL RAILWAY (CR) engineers failed to
carry out a track inspection beyond Badlapur
station before allowing Mahalakshmi Express
to pass through on Friday night, according toan
internal review, The Indian Express has learnt.

Within minutes of passing the station, the
train, which runs between Mumbai and
Kolhapur, could not move ahead and was ma-
rooned 3 km from Badlapur station, leading to
the mounting of a huge rescue effort on
Saturday involving the NDRF, Indian Air Force,
Indian Navy, Thane district administration,
Badlapur police and fire services to evacuate
over 1,000 passengers stuck inside the train.

The 22-coach train was hauled away from
the spot only at midnight on Saturday with the
help of a diesel engine and was sent to Wadi
Bunder yard for maintenance work. Sources
in CR’s mechanical department said that there
was no major damage to the train and soon the
coaches will be fit for operations.

By the time Mahalakshmi Express, which
had left CST at 8.23 pm, reached Kalyan at 9.45
pm, local train services between Kalyan and
Karjat had already been suspended. It was 11
pm when the train reached Ambernath. Here
the train halted for a track inspection. Sources
said the inspection was carried out as far as
Badlapur station, but not beyond that. The train
left Ambernath station at 3.21 am.

It was when the train crossed Badlapur,
where it does not halt, that all of a sudden the
loco pilot found the tracks submerged and the
engine ploughing through high water. The
train came to a halt at Chamtoli village.

Sources from CR said that this is the first
time railway tracks have been submerged be-
tween Badlapur-Ambernath and Badlapur-
Karjat. CR officials, who did not wish to be iden-
tified, are also blaming the Kulgaon Badlapur
Municipal Corporation for modifications to the
Barbi dam, which led to water overflowing
from the dam and submerging the tracks.

However, Kulgaon Badlapur Municipal
Corporation said Barvi dam had not reached
capacity yet. Prakash Borse, Chief Officer,
Kulegaon Badlapur Municipal Corporation,
confirmed that the height of Barvi dam has
been increased from 68 metres to 72 metres,
but no water had been released as it was not
overflowing. The main reason behind the sub-
merging of railway tracks was heavy rain and
overflow of Ulhas river, he said.

Chief public relation officer (CR) Sunil Udasi
said that officials were still studying the rea-
sons for the sudden increase in the water.
“Once we find out the facts, we will then take
further action on the matter,” he said.

Purvanchal Vidyut

Vitran Nigam

Limited (PuVVNL) (A
subsidiary of UP Power
Corporation limited)
Purvanchal Vidyut Bhavan,
Vidyut Nagar, P.O.- D.L.W,,
Varanasi - 221004, Website:
http://www.etender.up.nic.
in The tender invited for
through e-tender no. EAV-
22/19-20 the date of bid
opening is hereby further
extended and details for the
same have been mentioned
below. Sl. No.: 1., Tender
Specification Number: EAV
-22/19-20, Material Name:
HT/LT porcelain bushing,

Last Date & time for
submission of tender
documents: Date:

08.08.2019 Time:15.00 PM,
Tender opening date &
time: Date: 09.08.2019 Time:
15.00 PM. Other terms and
conditions shall remain
same. Sd/- Superintending
Engineer (MM-l) “SAVE
ELECTRICITY IN THE
INTEREST OF THE
NATION” uzie: 2084/ g.fafa. .
fa.  (an)/Ang./ste-1/faqmaa feie:
27.07.2019
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CALLMEBY MY NAME

They are young, full of dreams, and are calling themselves the ‘Miyas’ of Assam. The Miyacommunity
comprises descendants of East Bengal (now Bangladesh)-origin migrants to Assam. The first wave of
migration was in the 1850s. What does poetry, identity and the NRC offer them?

VIDEO OF THE DAY

MEDICAL STUDENTS

GOING TOCHINA

Cheaper fees, easy
admissions are luring
Indian medical students
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14 Congress, JD(S) rebels disqualified

Sikkim CM

during the period of incarceration and
until six years after release.

However, Section 11 of the
Representation of the People Act,
1951, empowers the EC to remove or
reduce the period of disqualification.
If the poll panel refuses to lift the ban
on Tamang, he will have to resign
from the post. “The request is being
examined,” a senior ECofficial told The
Indian Express.

There have been precedents of the
EC exercising its powers under
Section 11 to remove or reduce dis-
qualification of a convicted person.
Lastyear, the poll panel had informed
the Supreme Court, in an affidavit,
thatin 1977 ithad reduced the period
of disqualification of two Uttar
Pradesh MLAs, Shyam Narain Tiwari
and Mitra Sen Yadav, who were con-
victed of criminal offences.

Sikkim went to polls on April 11,
simultaneously with the Lok Sabha
elections. Tamang’s Sikkim Krantikari
Morcha (SKM) defeated the Sikkim
Democratic Front, which had ruled
the state for five consecutive terms.
SKM is an ally of the BJP and part of
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) at the Centre.

Tamang’s appointment as CM is
currently under challenge in the
Supreme Court. The petition by Bimal
Dawari Sharma of the ousted Sikkim
Democratic Front states, “It is clear
that the RPA lays down that the com-
mission of serious criminal offences
renders a personineligible to contest
inelections or continue asarepresen-
tative of the people. Such arestriction
does provide the salutary deterrent
necessary to prevent criminal ele-
ments from holding public office,
thereby preserving the probity of rep-
resentative government.”

Unnao woman

police are interrogating him. A native
of Fatehpur district, Ashish told police
he was on his way to Lalganj to load
bricks when the accident happened.

Unnao SP Madhawa Prasad Verma
said an inquiry has been ordered into
why the security personnel deployed
for the rape victim — three woman
constablesand anarmed policeman —
were not with her.

Around five months ago, the rape
victim’s uncle, who hasbeenin prison
since lastyear, was shifted fromUnnao
to Rae Bareli jail on “administrative
grounds”. OnJuly 3 this year,a courtin
Unnaosentenced himto 10yearsinjail
inan attempt to murder case of 2000.

The Unnao case came to light on
April 8 last year, when the victim at-
tempted to immolate herself outside
CM Yogi Adityanath’s residence in
Lucknow, alleging police inaction.

Her family had alleged that in
2017, she was raped by Sengar at his
home inUnnao where she was taken
by one Shashi Singh, on the pretext of
arranging her a job. The victim had
alsoalleged that when her father filed
acomplaintin courtagainstthe MLA,
Sengar’s brother Jai Deep Singh alias
Atul Singh and others thrashed him
on April 3 last year. She also claimed
thatthe MLA and his aides got the vic-
tim’s father framed in a false case of
physical assault and under the Arms
Act. The victim’s father was arrested
and sent to jail. On April 8, while in

All the MLAS “have incurred dis-
qualification in terms of the tenth
schedule of the Constitution (anti
defection law),” the Speaker said.

“With responsibility and fear, I
have taken this decision,” PTI
quoted himas saying. “The way [am
being pressurised mentally as
Speaker to deal with all these things,
I am pushed into a sea of depres-
sion,” he said. “I have used my judi-
cial conscience,” he said.

All the 17 MLAs who have been
disqualified were associated with
the rebellion against the Congress-
JD(S) government headed by HD
Kumaraswamy and were expecting

Unnaojail, his condition deteriorated
and, the next morning, he died dur-
ing treatment at the district hospital.

The Unnao police lodged three
cases at the Makhi police station.
Following a public uproar, the state
government transferred the investi-
gation to the CBIL.

In July last year, the CBI filed a
chargesheet in all three cases. In the
rape case, the agency filed a
chargesheet against Sengar and
Shashi Singh, while in the case of the
girl’s father’s death, the CBI filed a
chargesheet against five people, in-
cluding the MLA’s brother.

In the third case, the CBI filed a
chargesheet against Sengar and nine
others for allegedly hatching a con-
spiracy and implicating the rape vic-
tim’s father in an Arms Act case. Three
policemen, including Ashok Singh
Bhaduria, then station officer of
Makhi police station, were among
those named in the chargesheet.

When contacted, a CBI official
said, “The gangrape victim, her
motherand aunt are witnessesin the
gangrape case inwhich MLA Kuldeep
Singh Sengar is an accused. The trial
inthe case s yet to start.”

On the directive of the Allahabad
High Court, the CBI is still investigat-
ing another case of gangrape of the
girl. The victim had alleged that she
was kidnapped by three youths from
near her house in June 2017 and al-
legedly gangraped.

Jaipal Reddy

Kalwakurty inwhatis now Telangana.
He wenton to be there for four terms,
from 1969-1984.

AMahbubnagar man, it took a lot
to stop Jaipal Reddy from doing any-
thing he had set his sights on. He
started as a students’ unionleaderand
headed the Andhra Pradesh Youth
Congress. His erudition and learning
were evident from the start, as fellow
students remember him arguing in
the Rajiah canteen of Nizam College,
quoting French and English philoso-
phers. Despite being affected by the
lines that divided the Congress in the
state after the split following Indira
Gandhi’s ascent, he stayed with the
party, till the Emergency imposed by
Indira Gandhi drove him to the Janata
Party and then to several Janata Dal
factions.

A minister in the Janata govern-
mentand thenin the United Front, he
rejoined the Congress party, to serve

in both the UPA-1
and 2 Cabinets. His
stint as Minister for
Petroleum was more
interesting than the
government of the
day would have
wantedittobe,ashe
is said to have re-
fused pressure to al-
low aleading indus-
trial group to haveits
way.He was eventu-
ally shifted out.
Reddy was a
Rajya Sabha MP for
twotermsandinthe
Lok Sabha five times.
In 2004, he was
elected from
Mriyalaguda Lok
Sabha seat and in
2009 from Chelvella.
However, the
squeezing out of the
Congress from
Andhra Pradesh’s
politics — after the

to be inducted into the BJP cabinet.
They are now likely to move the
Supreme Court against their dis-
qualification.

The disqualification bars the leg-
islators from contesting Assembly
polls for the term of the current
Assembly — 46 more months, un-
less mid-term polls are called — and
also bars them from holding consti-
tutional posts during this period.

“Thisis anundemocraticact car-
ried out by the Speaker. We will ap-
proach the Supreme Court and fight
this out,” said Prathapgouda Patil.

A PTl report quoted JD(S) rebel
Vishwanath A H as saying that the

state’s split — left him adrift, with no
room for him to be of as much conse-
quence as he might have been in his
final years.

A man of letters, who knew his
Telugu literary worthies as much as
hevalued the European greats, he was
among the finest orators of his time
in Parliament.

In 2002, his expression “hu-
mungous fraud”, in the context of the
ruling BJP’s bid to have a shilanyas in
Ayodhya in 2002, created an uproar
befitting the word. Two NDA MPs
asked for the word to be expunged. It
was one of Lok Sabha’s most engag-
ing moments as Opposition MPs
struggled to explain what the word
meant while MPs on the treasury
benches protested against the phrase.

The House was hurriedly ad-
journed by Deputy Speaker P M
Sayeed. But two days later, Reddy
camerightback and, referring to then
PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee, said, “There
isa humungous hiatus, a gigantic gap
and a gargantuan gulf between his
public image and private reality.”

SJaipal Reddy never tired of mak-
ing a case for ‘ideology’ in politics,and
vociferously defended his own shift
between parties, explaining how it
meant he stayed on the same side of
the arcof progressive politics,and was
abid to just be more effective.

Meanwhile, humungous’ stayed
on in Parliament records.

J&K core group

“Going by the hurry in which the
meeting is being convened, there
seems to be something important —
maybe discussions on Article 35A
(whichempowers the J&K legislature
to define permanent residents of the
state) or the much awaited Assembly
elections,” said a senior party leader
inJ&Kwho did not want tobe named.

Even the timing of the meeting
has not been conveyed to them, this
leader pointed out, adding that all of
them would reach Delhi on Monday
sothat they are available for the meet-
ing at short notice.

However, other party leaders
ruled out the possibility of discussions
on Article 35A. “Why would we take
a call on 35A when the matter is
pending before the Supreme Court,”
said one of the leaders attending the
meeting, adding “we will go by the
decision of the court”.

Dismissing statements by
Opposition political parties that the
movement of 100 additional com-
panies of paramilitary forces to
Kashmir was linked to the Centre’s
plan to abrogate Article 35A and
Article 370 (special status to J&K), the
BJPleader said, “Kashmiri politicians
are trying to stir passions ahead of
the Assembly elections. They always
raise such fears ahead of every elec-
tion so as to create an atmosphere
against pro-India parties.”

Last month, the Election
Commission of India had said that it
would take a decision on holding
Assembly elections in the state after
consulting political parties, and the
state and Central governments, and
after the Amarnath yatra, whichis cul-
minating on August 15.

However, many within the BJP
ruled out the possibility of Assembly
elections taking place this year. While
several former party legislators
wanted the elections to be held at the
earliest, units of the Sangh Parivar
don’twant torushinsince,according
to sources, they fear elections will
bring Kashmir-centric parties back to
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What may happen if
Article 35(A) is repealed

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Unpacking the significance of Article 370
and 35(A), why there are calls to repeal
them, and why the issue is so controversial.

challenging Speaker’s
disqualification of MLAs

decision was “against the law”,and
they would all approach the
Supreme Court on Monday for re-
dressal.

Meanwhile, Karnataka Congress
chief Dinesh Gundu Rao said it was
“an appropriate lesson for MLAs
who fell prey to the Operation
Kamala tactics of the BJP and
cheated the people and the party.”

“The Speaker’s decision to dis-
qualify 14 MLA:s is a victory for
democracy. Governments will
come and go. Positions of power are
not permanent in politics. It is im-
portant to leave good examples for
future generations of politicians.

power and “undo everything
achieved by the Governor’s adminis-
tration”.

They said even the newly elected
panches and sarpanches wanted the
government to first establish all the
three tiers of the Panchyati Raj system
before going in for Assembly elec-
tions. Behind their demand lie appre-
hensions that an elected government
would not want decentralisation of
its powers at the grassroot level.

Sources attributed the speculation
around the deployment of additional
forces to recent statements from the
political and security establishment.

Atafunctionin Kathua last week,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh had
said that a resolution of the Kashmir
issue was on the cards. “Agar baat-
cheet se nahi, to kaisey, humein achchi
tarah maloom hai (If not through talks,
then we know very well how to re-
solve the issue),” he said, adding,
“WhateverIsay, I say with full respon-
sibility.”

Sources, however, said the deploy-
ment of additional forces may have to
do with the Centre’s decision to step
up operations to clear the Valley of
militants before holding elections, or
even the possible arrest of senior
politicians in corruption cases.

Speaking at Kargil Vijay Diwas
function in Drass on July 26, Army
chief General Rawat had said that
“any local militant picking the gun
against security forces will no longer
be a militant.”

Earlier, Governor Satya Pal Malik
had said: “I guarantee you thatin the
next two-three months, youwill seen
two-three big fish, who have been
ministers, seeking bail. And then, [will
ask you to applaud.”

Letter alerts

ready with sufficient amounts of eat-
ables, drinking water, chocolates,
money etc for emergency situations”.

The letter says that vehicles
should be “fully filled” and hidden in
safe places, staff leave should be “re-
stricted”, and nobody should keep
their relatives in the Valley. It asks lo-
cal staff to send their families to “their
relatives” or “native place” as they
would be “more safe” there. The letter
also asks officials not to negotiate with
mobs, and not to allow them near
Railways installations.

The letter came a day after a po-
lice wireless message asking officers
to “communicate shortfall of riot-con-
trol equipment/ gas gun, TSMs” for
“special law and order duties”.

When contacted, ASC (RPF,
Budgam) Nugyal, who chaired the
meeting, said: “This letter has not
beenissued by us. This is a fake letter
and we have nothing to do with it...
There is nothing like this and the sit-
uationis normal.”

Arun Kumar, Director General of
the RPF, told The Indian Express: “The
officer had never been to the Valley.
He was not in any position to receive
any inputs from any other security
agencies. Security advisories and
alerts from outside agencies do not go
to him. So there could not have been
any basis for such a letter, except his
own perception of the place... Heis to
retire next month. The Inspector
General of Northern Railways will be
in Srinagar Monday to ask him why
heissued such aletter”.

Railways will post a Senior
Divisional Security Commissioner ei-
ther on Monday or within the week,
officials said.

Inspector General, RPF, Northern

The Speaker’s decision today strikes
a blow against opportunistic poli-
tics. I welcome it,” Congress
Legislature Party  leader
Siddaramaiah said.

The BJP promised assistance to
the rebel MLAs in fighting their case
in the courts. “The Speaker has the
authority (to disqualify). The MLAs
can question the decision in court.
However, the Speaker should have
spoken to the MLAs before decid-
ing,” Union Minister and BJP leader
DV Sadananada Gowda said. “The
order (of the Speaker) seems to sug-
gest that he was under pressure to
make the decision,” he said.

Railways, Sanjay Sankrityan, said: “I
too received it (the letter) on
WhatsApp. Weare lookingintoitand
checkingwhoissuedit...Butlam say-
ing that there is no basis toit”.

Railways spokesperson Smita
Vats Sharmasaid the letter wasissued
based on the officer’s “own percep-
tion, which has no basis”.

Meanwhile, the SSP (GRP),
Kashmir, also wrote to the Railways
saying that he had “not shared any
suchinformation” on the situationin
the Valley. “A letter... dated 27-07-
2019 from your office is making the
rounds on social media from early
morning today, that you have re-
ceived inputs from SSP, Railways,
Kashmir regarding law and order
problem in Kashmir Valley in the
coming days... The undersigned has
not shared any suchinformation with
you or any other agency in writing or
through telephonic conversation. Itis
amatter of grave concern...youare re-
quired to desist from such act in fu-
ture,” he said.

“Itis easy toblame Valley residents
for fear mongering but what are we
to make of such official order which
forecast a deterioration in the law &
order environment and even predict
disturbanceslasting an extended pe-
riod of time? Why is the government
silent,” tweeted former Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah.

People of Kashmir

The Prime Minister said that un-
der the ‘Back to Village’ programme,
senior government officials, for the
first time, visited villages across the
state to “judge for themselves, to
gauge the obstacles in the path of
progress,and to remove the hurdles”.
The week-long programme involved
4,500 panchayats across the state.

Modi said the programme was
notjusta “government formality” and
the officials stayed in these villages for
two-three days, interacting with res-
idents. Calling it a “festival of people’s
awakening”, Modi said the pro-
gramme was implemented in remote
villages across Kashmir, including the
sensitive districts of Shopian,
Pulwama, Kulgam and Anantnag, as
well as villages “living under the
shadow of cross-firing”.

“The people of Kashmir open-
heartedly became equal stakeholders
in this festival... Programmes like
these and people’s participation or
stake-holding indicates that our
brothers and sisters in Kashmir want
good governance and proves the dic-
tum that the power of developmentis
stronger than the might of bulletsand
bombs. Itis clear that those who wish
to spread hatred en route to develop-
ment, pose hurdles, will never suc-
ceed intheir sinister plans,” Modi said.

The Prime Minister said 3 lakh pil-
grims had already visited Amarnath
— the highest in the last four years.
“These are portents of booming
tourism in the future,” he said.

Speaking on the floods in parts of
India, he said: “Iassure all the citizens
affected by floods that the Centre, in
tandem with state governments, is
working at lightning pace to provide
relief and succour. On television, we
witness just one aspect of monsoon
— floods everywhere, water-logging
and traffic jam. The other picture of
monsoon — the overjoyed farmer,
chirping birds, gurgling waterfalls and
earthwrapped under a green cover —
to witness this, you will have to step
out with your family.”

Reiterating his concern over de-

pleting groundwater levels and em-
phasising the need for water conver-
sation, Modi talked of a people’s
movement in Ormanjhi block, near
Ranchi in Jharkhand, where villagers
have collectively changed the course
of a mountain spring, leading to “ef-
fectiveirrigation of their fields”, while
preventing both soil erosion and crop
damage.

Modi also spoke on the successful
launch of Chandrayaan L. “I firmly be-
lieve that you must have felt im-
mensely proud on India’s achieve-
mentbeyond the skies, in outer space,
with Chandrayaan II. In fact, in the
realms of space, 2019 hasbeenavery
fruitful year for India... Chandrayaan
Ilis a mission that is special on many
counts... But if you ask me what are
the two greatest lessons I have learnt
from Chandrayaan II, I shall say they
are faith and fearlessness. We should
trust our talents and capacities; we
should have faith in them.”

The Prime Minister announced
that a nation-wide science and tech-
nology quiz competition will be held
for children, and the winners will be
taken to visit Sriharikota for the
Chandrayaan’s landing on the Moon.

Vijay Mallya

business was handled by UB Global,
a subsidiary of Mallya-controlled
United Breweries Holdings Ltd.

Dutch beer maker Heineken is
now the largest stakeholder of UBL
with over 46% stake. While Mallya
and a few of his firms own over 11%
stake in the company, these shares
were attached by the ED after
Kingfisher Airlines defaulted on loan
repayment of about over Rs 7,000
crore to Indian banks.

Mallya stepped down from the
UBLboard in October 2017, following
aSEBI order that made himineligible
to be director of any listed company.

“I have never heard of Tammy
International and have no connection
with them,” Mallya said in an email
response.

“We have been made aware about
the incident with respect to
Enforcement Directorate visiting the
office of our export manager, M/s.
United Branding Worldwide, though
we are not aware of any further de-
tails nor are we privy to it. We are in
the process of internally looking into
the allegations levelled by the
whistleblower. Such enquiry may
take some time and we will be able to
commenton the allegations once we
have examined the matter thor-
oughly,” said a spokesperson of UBL.

“We acknowledge that the
Enforcement Directorate searched
the offices of Ultimate Branding
Worldwide. We have extended full
support to them and shall continue to
doso.Wedeny the allegation that the
two companies are associated with
Mr Vijay Mallya nor do they have any
transactions with him,” said a
spokesperson of Ultimate Branding.

The whistleblower’s complaint
has termed the agreement between
UBL and Ultimate Branding
Worldwide as a “related party” agree-
mentowing to thealleged “close ties”
between Mallya and Shashikant. It
has alsoasked UBLto “conducta third
party forensic audit and investigate”
Tammy International and its relation-
ship with Mallya.

Mallya-promoted Kingfisher
Airlines owes about Rs 10,000 crore,
including interest, to a consortium of
17 public sectors banks including
State Bank of India, IDBI Bank, Punjab
National Bank, Bank of India, Bank of
Baroda, United Bank of India, Central
Bank, UCO Bank, Corporation Bank,
Indian Overseas Bank, Federal Bank,
Punjab and Sind Bank, and Axis Bank.

Both Mallya and the airlines have
come under the scanner of the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI), Serious
Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO) and
ED. So far, the ED has attached assets
worthaboutRs 12,500 crore of Mallya
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

Mallya, who left India in March
2016, has been declared a fugitive eco-
nomic offender by a courtin Mumbai.
India has also requested Mallya’s ex-
tradition from UK, where he currently
resides. Mallya has challenged the ex-
tradition order passed by a
Westminster Court in UK. The UK
high court will begin hearing the case
in February 2020.
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Response sought from
officials for trying to
take possession of an
elephant

Contempt
pleaagainst
Delhigovt

New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court sought re-
sponse of the Delhi gov-
ernment on a plea seek-
ing contempt action
against its officials for
trying to take possession
of an elephant in viola-
tion of judicial orders to
not do so. A bench of
Chief Justice D N Patel
and Justice C Hari
Shankar issued a notice
to the Delhi government
and sought its stand on
the plea by the elephant’s
owner. The bench is
likely to hear the matter
next on August 5.

Man held for
theft of over
100 cars

New Delhi: A 40-year-old
man allegedly involved in
over 100 cases of car theft
was arrested from South
East Delhiand 11 vehicles
were seized from him,
said police.

Elderly woman
diesinfire

New Delhi: A 60-year-old
woman died Sunday in a
fire triggered by a leaking
gas cylinder at her home
in Outer Delhi’s Nihal
Vihar, Delhi Fire Services
officials said. PTI
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VICTIM’S BROTHER SAYS HE HAD WARNED STALKER

Woman stabbed to death

wanted to join security forces

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

AFEW months ago,a 25-year-old
man who works in the police
force in Uttar Pradesh, received a
call from his 21-year-old cousin
in Delhi, asking how she could
join the force too. “She contacted
me in March and asked a lot of
questions about my job and the
preparation thatis required forit.
She would study four-five hours
every day for the exams,” he said.

According to the woman’s
family, she had been preparing
for the entrance exams of CRPF
and BSF. “She was very ambi-
tious and studious; she had a
diploma in Computer Science
and was pursuing her BA from
DU,” said her elder brother.

On Friday, the woman was
heading home from her
babysitting job when she was
stabbed to death in South East
Delhi’s Sarai Kale Khan, al-
legedly by a man who had been

stalking her.

Police said the accused,
Mohammed Munsair (25), ap-
proached her near the Bhogal
bus stand and stabbed her mul-
tiple times. He was arrested the
same day after eyewitnesses
caught him.

The victim lived in a rented
one-room flat in Sarai Kale
Khan with her parents and five
brothers. Her family, who de-
scribed her as hardworking
and talented, said they were
surprised when she told them
that she wanted to join the po-
lice force.

Her parents, aged 58 and
54, had recently bought a
new house in Valmiki Colony,
Tughlakabad, and were going to
shift to the new place this week.
They own a shop near Sarai Kale
Khan, where they iron clothes.

The victim’s father said:
“She lived with us because I was
told torestat home, after an an-
gioplasty. My wife would usu-
ally leave for work at 11 am... My

daughter would cook food for
the entire family and also
helped her mother with other
household chores.”

“We received a call around
7.40 pm about the incident. The
man who stalked my daughter
lived near our house. She had
complained about him to his
landlord, who kicked him out
10 days ago. He was a drunkard
and was often seen beating his
sisters,” alleged the victim’s
mother.

“We didn’t know he would
attack her or do something like
this. She never mentioned any-
thing about the stalker to us...
only her elder brother knew
aboutit. We demand justice for
our daughter,” she said.

The elder brother said he
thought he had handled the sit-
uation when he beat up the ac-
cused. “After she told me about
how the man stalked her every
day, I went to his house and
told him to leave the colony.
Munsair started arguing with

me but the landlord understood
us and made him vacate the
house the next day. He would
sit near the roadside and drink
liquor almost every day. My sis-
ter thought that if she told the
family, everyone would be dis-
tressed.”

The victim’s younger
brother said she was excited be-
cause she received her first
salaryin July. “She was the only
one in the family who went to
study at DU. She was waiting for
the exam results and didn’t
want to sitat home. She took up
a job as a babysitter at a house
as she wanted to support the
family. Her employers paid her
Rs 7,000 for the first month.
Though our parents kept insist-
ing that she get married, she
told them that she would do so
only after she completes her ed-
ucation and gets placed in a
good company.”

The victim’s family hails
from UP’s Aligarh and had
shifted to Delhi 15 years ago.

Gurgaon cop shot at while trying to foil
bid by three assailants to abduct man

SAKSHIDAYAL
GURGAON, JULY 28

A SPECIAL Police Officer (SPO)
was shot atin Atul Kataria Chowk
while trying to foil an abduction
attempt early Sunday morning.
Police said SPO Jaivir Singh
(47) and two other personnel,
who were deployed at a check-
point near Atul Kataria Chowk,
heard someone screaming and
found three assailants trying to
force a man into an Innova.
“Upon seeing the police, the
assailants got into the victim’s
Jaguar and drove on the wrong
side of the road to escape.
However, two cars coming from
the direction of Payal Cinema to-
wards Atul Kataria Chowk ob-

SPO Jaivir
Singh is
undergoing
treatment

structed their path. Realising
there was no way out, the driver
of the car abandoned the
vehicle and started running,”
said Commissioner of Police
Muhammad AKkil.

“Singh, who was following
the vehicle, was shot in the
stomach after the driver fired at
him while getting out of the car.
His accomplices too ran away,”
he said. Police said the driver,
Anshul (27) alias Khali, was ar-
rested later. Aresident of Charkhi

Dadri, he is a wrestler.

“During questioning, he con-
fessed to being involved in five
cases, including a case of car theft
for which he was imprisoned in
Jhajjar for three months. There,
he met gangster Pradeep Dahiya
and became a known criminal.
He also spent 18 monthsin Tihar
Jail after he was accused of open-
ing fire at a Delhi resident,” said
the commissioner.

Police added Anshul was ar-
rested twicein 2017, after he was
allegedly found to be in posses-
sion of illegal weapons. On July
24, he and an accomplice stole the
Innova at gunpoint in Panipat, af-
ter taking a lift fromits driver.

Police said Anshul revealed
he and his accomplices had
come to Gurgaon in the Innova

with the intention of stealing
more vehicles. Upon spotting the
Jaguar, they rammed the Innova
into the car from behind. When
the driver got out, they bran-
dished a weapon at him and
tried to abduct him.

“The accused also confessed
to having opened fire at Singh. A
country-made pistol and a live
cartridge have been seized. He
was produced in court and
taken into police remand. A
search is on to nab his accom-
plices,” said Gurgaon Police PRO
Subhash Boken.

Singh, meanwhile, has been
admitted to Medanta — The
Medicity. Doctors said he is out
of danger. An ex-serviceman,
he joined the force asan SPO a
year ago.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

TWO DU students died and
three others were injured after
the car they were travelling in
rammed a divider in Shahdara’s
Surya Nagar Sunday morning.

“Wereceived a callat 540 am
about an accident near a traffic
signal in Surya Nagar. We rushed
to the spot and took the five oc-
cupants of the car to Guru Teg
Bahadur Hospital. Doctors de-
clared two of them dead... A
white Honda City was found at
the spot...the impact of the crash
was such that it damaged a di-
vider and a light pole,” said DCP
(Shahdara) Meghna Yadav.

The victims have been identi-
fied as Prabhjot Singh (18) and
Rubal Sama (20). Police said
Keshav (21) and Arshpreet Kaur
(19)suffered severe injuries while
Lakshya Malhotra, who was driv-
ing the car, suffered minor in-
juries to his limbs.

Police have registered a case

16-year-old
kanwaria

electrocuted

Ghaziabad: A 16-year-old kan-
waria died after being electro-
cuted at a makeshift pilgrims’
camp in Shambhu Dayal
Degree College Saturday, po-
lice said. The victim, Naanu,
was a resident of Vijay Nagar.

SSP Sudhir Kumar Singh
said Naanu had recently re-
turned from Haridwar after
completing the pilgrimage.

As per reports, Naanu had
touched an iron pole, which
was being used to install halo-
gen lights. However, the pole
was conducting electricity due
to the rain and he was electro-
cuted. Police rushed him to the
district hospital, where he was
declared dead on arrival.

At the hospital, some kan-
warias demanded the early ar-
rest of the “errant” electricity
contractor at the pilgrims’
camp. Police said an FIR has
been lodged against him. PTI

THECITY 3

Two DU students dead after
car rams divider in Shahdara

The incident took place in Shahdara’s Surya Nagar Sunday

morning. Gajendra Yadav

under IPC section 304 A (cause
death by negligence). “Blood
samples of the driver and other
victims have been sent for med-
ical examination and a report is
awaited,” said a police officer.
Prabhjot’s father Virender
Singh said: “He left for Kaur’s
birthday party on Saturday night
around 10 pm. He didn’t come
home...I called him around 5 in
the morning and he told us that
he was reaching home in 10

MODI GOVERNMENT 2014-19: SKOGH AWARD RECIPIENTS
RETURNED WITH A MASSIVE MANDATE

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) | Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) | Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) |
Turnaround of Steel Sector | Performance in Infrastructure Sector | Deen Dayal Upadhyay Kaushlay Vikas Yojana (DDUGKY) |
Swachh Bharat Mission | Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao | Transport and Highways | Women and Child Development | Sagarmala

NOMINATIONS FOR THE FINAL ROUND OF ASSESSMENT FOR SKOCH GOVERNANCE RANKING 2019 WILL BE ACCEPTED TILL 20™ AUGUST 2019

minutes.”

Rubal hailed from Uttar
Pradesh’s Rania. She was a third-
year student of Life Sciences at
Daulat Ram College and stayed
ina PG, said a family member.

Prabhjot was pursuing a cor-
respondence course in Delhi
University. Arshpreet Kaur is a
second-year Maths (Hons) stu-
dent in Vivekananda College,
Vivek Vihar, while Keshav
worked at a call centre.
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ABDUL BAQI (50), a pan seller near Old
Delhi’s Fatehpuri Masjid, has spent count-
less hours staring at the entangled web of
wires and cables dangling in front of his shop.
Every time he looks up, he feels intrigued —
and uneasy.

“The web looks like a map of Old Delhi —
chaotic and mismanaged, with countless
wide and narrow lanes criss-crossing,” said
Baqi, who has spent his entire life here.
“Thirty years ago, you'd see children playing
cricket on the roads. But as the market grew
and trafficincreased, the entire area became
choked. Now, even the space above our
heads is equally bad.”

In the last 10 days, two cases of electro-
cution by overhead wires have been reported
in the city. In the first, a biker died on July 21
when an overhead wire snapped and fell on
him. A man who attempted to save him was
also electrocuted. In the second incident, on
July 27, a kanwaria died when speakers
mounted atop a truck he was travelling in
touched a high-tension wire.

The problem is far more pronounced in
Old Delhi and a majority of unauthorised
colonies in the capital where, experts believe,
putting the wires underground could be a
possible solution.

For guides who accompany foreign
tourists to Shahjahanabad, the tour includes
a visit to Jama Masjid, Red Fort and popular
eating joints at Gali Kababian. But there’s an-
other marvel the tourists are shown, purely
for the shock it generates: The criss-crossing
overhead wires at Sita Ram Bazar.

In fact, such floating wires are acommon
feature throughout the Walled City, and the
police post adjoining Jama Masjid is no ex-
ception. A portion of the post on the first floor
remains hidden from public view as bands
of thick cables run along its length, perilously
close to a balcony overlooking the courtyard
of the 17th Century mosque.

To an outsider, the sight of 30-odd wires
for electricity, cable and telephone services
can be unsettling. But life goes on in
Shahjahanabad, with that air of indifference
finding an echo in the words of shopkeepers
and even police officers.

The in-charge of the police post insisted
the wires pose no threat: “Show me even one
naked wire? They are all covered. What is
there to fear?”

The sense of optimism, however, is not
shared by officers at the Pai Walan fire sta-
tion in Old Delhi. “I can tell you, the fact that
anarea as congested and crowded as this has
not seen any major fire incident in recent
memory is purely due to the grace of the
almighty. Sab bhagwan bharose hai,” said
Vidyasagar, a firefighter.

The Pai Walan fire station, which has two
fire tenders, is among the four stations that
serve Old Delhi.

Vidyasagar said Pai Walan attends
around 300 calls per year. “Around 50% are
caused by wires. But yes, we have not seen
any major, serious or even medium intensity
firein the last four years that1 have been sta-
tioned here.”

According to officials, overhead wires are
not just potential fire hazards, they also pose
a danger to birds and monkeys. “We carry
bamboo poles at all times to rescue them. It’s
not as if the government has equipped us to
tackle these problems, but we are expected
to double up as bird and animal rescuers.
Why not provide us equipment then?” said
an official, on condition of anonymity.

Asked if shifting of these wires under-
ground will help, Vidyasagar said: “An un-
derground cable network comes with its
own set of issues. It takes time to spot snags
and correct them. And secondly, during
monsoon, there are short circuits even un-
derground as water manages to seep
through at times.”

A power official explained: “World over,
services beneath the surfaceis a well-accepted
practice. As a practice, road-owning agencies
build service ducts to lay various services, in-
cluding electricity cables. In Delhi, if land-own-
ing agencies take ownership and build dedi-
cated ducts for various utilities, it would be a
major milestone in refining civic conditions.”

While the problem is more apparent in
Old Delhi, also the first area in the national
capital to be electrified in 1903, more than
30% of the areas in the city have overhead
wires lurking around, according to official
data.

This year alone, there have been 12 re-
ported incidents of electrocution (both fatal
and non-fatal) in the capital. This figure was
40in 2018 and 25in 2017.

The constraints

Official data suggests around 60-70% of
the BSES network is underground. BSES is
Delhi’s largest discom, catering to around 42
lakh consumers in Delhi through its two sub-
sidiaries, BRPL (BSES Rajdhani) and BYPL
(BSES Yamuna).

TPDDL, a joint venture between Tata
Power and the Delhi government, has a cus-
tomer base of 16.4 lakh in North and North
West Delhi. The Walled City comes under the
jurisdiction of BSES, a Reliance ADAG com-
pany.

According to both private discoms, the
plan to shift all cables underground comes
with a set of challenges which are almost in-
surmountable in certain unauthorised
colonies due to a lack of space and scale of
encroachments. “The illegal extensions have
brought balconies in many such colonies
within arm’s length of the distribution box
or transformer fuse, exposing residents and
the property to danger,” a power department
official said.

There have been cases of people en-
croaching to such an extent that electricity
poles have merged with the buildings, he
said.

This encroachment is compounded by
power theft in these areas by way of “hook-
ing (katia)” into an electricity system. This,
officials warned, poses a serious safety haz-
ard, especially during the monsoon months.

DOWN 10O THE WIRE

Three electrocution deaths in the city have put the spotlight on the dangers of overhead wires,
especially in Old Delhi and unauthorised colonies. ABHINAV RAJPUT & SOURAV ROY BARMAN
explore why there are no easy solutions to the mess

In the last two-three years, BSES discoms
have issued over 55,000 notices to such of-
fenders. Areas that top the list are Shaheen
Bagh, Madanpur Khadar near Sarita Vihar,
Khanpur, Khirki Extension, Aya Nagar,
Saidulajab, Vikaspuri, Yamuna Vihar and
Karkardooma.

When The Indian Express visited
Jaunapur, where the biker and the person
trying to save him were electrocuted, the
stretch was once again waterlogged after
just an hour of rainfall.

Surendar, who owns a factory in the area,
recalled the day the two men died:
“Casualties could have been more because
this is a busy stretch. But we made phone
calls to houses on one end and factories on
the other, and asked them to stop people
from letting people pass as there was current
in the water.”

Area councillor Ved Pal said there are sev-
eral stretches where wires are not insulated:
“They should ideally shift them underground
but if there has been a delay, at least it should
all be insulated to prevent accidents.”

According to power experts, around 10%
of the BSES network that reaches homes or
populated areasis not insulated; while in the
remaining areas, where 30-40% network is
above ground, wires remain largely uninsu-
lated in cases where they are of 33 and 66 kilo
volts.In case of 11 Kv wires, half are insulated.

According to estimates prepared by dis-
coms, funds required for conversion of the
entire existing high-tension overhead net-
work to an underground network in Delhi is
around Rs 2,400 crore, while for low-tension

UNDERGROUND NETWORK

PROS

Higher reliability
Beautification
Safety

OVERHEAD NETWORK

CONS

Higher installation cost

Higher maintenance cost

Delay in identification of fault in network

PROS CONS
Lower installation cost Safety concern
Lower maintenance cost Lower reliability

Faster service restoration,
easy to detect fault

network, it comes to around Rs 4,000 crore,
which includes the cost to restore roads.
“For conversion from overhead network
to underground network, TPDDL has worked
out two options. One involves conversion
through open cutting and trenchless while
the second involves building of dedicated
service ducts by land-owning agencies,
which can later be used by discoms.
However, TPDDL also appreciates the fact
that several areas are extremely congested,
where it would be difficult for land-owning
agencies to build dedicated ducts. Hence, it is
proposed that a composite solution, having
a combination of both options, be used to
convert the existing overhead network to an

Negatively affected by storms, wildlife and
vehicular impacts, theft

underground one,” a TPDDL spokesperson
said.

But the possibility of release of funds on
such alarge scale looks bleak at the moment,
given the mistrust between the state govern-
ment and the discoms, an official said.
Discoms have been petitioning the govern-
ment for tariff revision, while the govern-
ment believes discoms have allegedly been
inflating dues, the official explained.

Apart from funds, work on such a large
scale would also require permission from
multiple authorities, which s challenging in
Delhi’s complex administrative structure.

“Wherever cable shifting is to be done, it
needs to start with a study on what all assets

World over, services beneath
the surface is awell-accepted
practice. As a practice,
road-owning agencies build
service ducts to lay various
services, including electricity
cables. In Delhi, if land-owning
agencies take ownership and
build dedicated ducts for
various utilities, it would be a
major milestone in refining
civic conditions”

—APOWER OFFICIAL

are below the surface and the possible space
available to lay cables. There are already too
many assets beneath the surface, such as gas
and fiber optic lines. It is risky to keep some
services, like gas and electricity, adjacent to
each other,” a discom executive said.

“The government also needs to decide up
to what voltage level they intend to go for un-
derground cabling. In case the wiring that
goes to homes (service line cables) also needs
to be made underground, support from res-
idents to allow civic agencies to dig in front of
their front lawns and gates will be essential.”

Let there be light
The Walled City area was the first in Delhi

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Dangling wires are a common feature
throughout Old Delhi; (above) the spot
in Jaunapur where a biker and a
passerby were electrocuted.

Photos: Praveen Khanna

GOING UNDER

AREAS WITH UNDERGROUND CABLING
In Tata Power DDL, areas like
Rohini, Prashant Vihar;
Pitampura; Shakti Nagar;
Moti Nagar; Sudershan Park;
Ashok Vihar; Civil Lines;
Hudson Lane; Mukherjee Nagar; Model
Town,; Priyadarshini Vihar; Shastri Nagar;
Inderlok Rama Road; Kirti Nagar; Naraina
etc have HT underground cable network

AREAS WHERE NETWORKHAS RECENTLY
BEEN SHIFTED UNDERGROUND
Pooth Khurd; Sanjay Gandhi
Transport Nagar; Alipur,
Narela -alongNH - 1;
Mukarba Chowk to Singhu
Border; Jindpur Village,
Mukhmelpur; Village Khera Khurd,
Narela; Prem Colony, Narela

WHOBEARS THECOST?

The overhead to underground
conversions are funded
under the MLALAD schemes
of the Delhi government

to be electrified in 1903 as Viceroy Curzon
wanted to receive King Edward VII, historian
Sohail Hashmi told The Indian Express. King
Edward VII's visit was later shelved but Delhi
started its date with electricity.

Initially, there were generators installed
at Town Hall and a British company supplied
electricity by installing poles at the homes of
people who wanted it, he said, adding,
“While some showed reluctance as they
thought nights are meant to sleep, some
showed interest.”

In Europe, wires went largely under-
ground, but in India, since it was a costly af-
fair, the intention was to keep the expendi-
ture to a minimum and still serve the
purpose. But even as times changed, wires
in the Walled City were left hanging and, in
fact, more kept being added to the overhead
mess. “It shows plain lack of will to develop
the area,” Hashmi said.

The Shahjahanabad Redevelopment
Corporation, which has been working on re-
development of Chandni Chowk for the past
few years, has underground cabling of wires
on a 1.3-km stretch from Red Fort to
Fatehpuri Masjid as part of its mandate. The
project, now being monitored by the Delhi
High Court, is still not complete though.

The court has directed authorities to
complete installation of transformers on the
main road by August 31. “We deal with lim-
ited resources and people. The underground
cabling for the whole of the Walled City is a
challenging task which has to be done by
telecom companies,” Shahjahanabad
Redevelopment Corporation managing di-
rector Garima Gupta said.

Asenior official in the North MCD admit-
ted that “lack of will” was partly to blame.
“We recently shifted several internet and ca-
ble wires by asking service providers to move
them underground and giving them a dead-
line,” the official said, adding that this ought
to be extended to electricity as well.

This work was expedited as Delhi was
hosting the ASEAN summit in January 2018,
and the Jama Masjid and Red Fort were sup-
posed to be the centre of attraction for inter-
national guests.

ABSES official said, “Alarge part of our net-
work is underground. There are several areas
where the EHV (extra high voltage)
network/cables have been shifted under-
ground or are being shifted in the next few
months. We are working very closely with
stakeholders and agencies. Having said that,
there are several challenges and practical dif-
ficulties that need to be resolved.”

The official added: “Encroachment of
our network in unauthorised colonies is a
big challenge. Not only does it lead to trip-
ping, it is also a huge safety hazard. We
have been continuously appealing and ad-
vising residents of such areas... to adhere
to rules and maintain the specified distance
from electricity wires and installations. But
a few residents continue with illegal con-
struction, even at the cost of their own
safety.”
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Delhi HC halts
appointments
to NDMC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE DELHI High Court has re-
strained the Centre from ap-
pointing any person to the New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC), after it was told the ap-
pointments were being made
without the statutorily man-
dated consultation of Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

“Till the next date of hear-
ing, no appointment shall be
made under Section 4 of the
NDMC Act,” Justice Vibhu
Bakhru said.

Italso set the date of hearing
to August 13 from October 17, af-
ter it was urged so by AAP MLA
Surender Singh, who moved the
court challenging the Centre’s
2015 notification appointing BJP
leader Karan Singh Tanwar as
member and vice-chairperson
of the NDMC.

Singh sought cancellation of
his appointment, alleging it
was done in blatant disregard of
the Act.

SAYS DURGESH PATHAK WILL FINISH MLA’S WORK

Kejriwal hints at Kapil Mishra
replacement for Assembly polls

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

DURGESH PATHAK, AAP’s
youngest Political Affairs
Committee member, will con-
test the upcoming Assembly
polls from Karawal Nagar, re-
placing Kapil Mishra, indicated
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
Sunday.

While Kejriwal stopped short
of declaring Pathak (30) as the
official candidate, his remarks
that the young leader will “fill
the vacuum created by Kapil
Mishra” was an indication of his
candidature from the North East
Delhi seat.

“Aur mai samajhta hu ki,
peechli baar Kapil Mishra ke
vajay sejo kamireh gayi, wo ab ye
Durgesh saari kami aapki poori
karenge,” Kejriwal said, address-
ing a gathering of people from

CM Arvind Kejriwal with
Pathak (right) at an event at
his residence on Sunday

unauthorised colonies in
Karawal Nagar at his residence.

The process to regularise
1,797 unauthorised colonies in
the city has gathered steam with
the Centre drafting a Cabinet
note, to which the AAP govern-
ment has responded with sug-
gestions.

Govt slum survey to identify
those eligible for EWS housing

SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE DELHI housing board has
started a first-of-its-kind survey
to create an “inventory” of the
city’s slum population which,
among other things, will help
identify those eligible for EWS
housing under the Mukhya
Mantri Awas Yojana (MMAY), of-
ficials said.

The Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB) has
engaged a third-party, whose
volunteers, officials said, are up-
loading documents of surveyed
people on a central database.

Currently, in the absence of
an official count of slum popula-
tion, agencies, including DUSIB,
operate based on “estimates”.

While the survey was sup-
posed to take place under the
Centre’s Pradhan Mantri Awas

140 volunteers are engaged
in the survey

Yojana (PMAY) scheme, it is now
being carried out as part of the
AAP government’s MMAY.

The AAP government has de-
cided to keep Delhi out of the
ambit of PMAY, under which
EWS housing beneficiaries are
extended financial assistance.

It has, instead, renamed the
‘Delhi Slum and Jhuggi Jhopri
Rehabilitation and Relocation
Policy’ as MMAY.

The survey will cover 675
slum clusters in the national cap-
ital. So far, around 26,000 indi-
viduals have been surveyed, said
an official.

According to the official, the
primary mandate of the survey
is to establish the number of
people who are potential
beneficiaries of MMAY, which
promises rehabilitation of slum
dwellers within a 5-km radius of
their current place of stay.

Subsequently, an eligibility
determination committee will
take a final call on beneficiaries
based on vetting of documents.

“The survey is app-based...
This will create an inventory of
all the people, along with fami-
lies, staying in slums. We must
keep in mind that it is not a so-
cio-economic survey where
education, health orincome in-
dicators will come up,” the offi-
cial said.

OnJune 21, The Indian Express
had reported that AAP might re-
place Mishra, who was sus-
pended from the party in May
2017 due to “anti-party activi-
ties”, with Pathak.

Delhi is scheduled to go to
polls in less than six months,
with the term of the current leg-
islative assembly expiring in
February 2020. AAP had won 67
out of 70 seats in the 2015
Assembly polls.

Meanwhile, the AAP chief
also hit out at the BJP for claim-
ing credit for regularisation of
colonies, which is home to an es-
timated population of 40 lakh.

“The BJP is claiming they got
itdone... What will we gain from
this whole credit thing? AAP is
responsible for what you could
not do in the last 25 years... Take
as much credit as you want,”
Kejriwal said.

Theissue of regularisation of

unauthorised colonies has
shaped the city’s political dy-
namics over the last few
decades, with the promise of
ownership rights over properties
finding a prominence in parties’
manifestos.

“We are going to end this pol-
itics,” Kejriwal said, adding that
regularisation will lead to a dra-
matic rise in property rates

Pathak, who came in touch
with Kejriwal during the 2011
Jan Lokpal movement, is also the
in-charge of the party’s organi-
sation building team. The party
had won 34 out of the 35 assem-
bly constituencies he was in-
charge of during the 2015 polls.
Later, he was made the party’s
joint Punjab in-charge, where it
won 20 assembly seats in the
2017 polls.

Mishra did not respond to
calls and messages seeking a
comment.

IIT-D suicides: Dowry
case against husband

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

TWO DAYS after a man, his wife
and his mother were found hang-
ing at their house inside the IIT-
Delhi campus, police said initial
findings from the autopsy report
revealed that the man’s wife,
Sunita (32), had first committed
suicide around 1.45 pm. Her hus-
band Gulshan Das (35) and her
mother-in-law Kanta Rani (56)
committed suicide two hours
later, said police.

Based on the post-mortemre-
port, police said they have ruled
out foul play. But based on the
magisterial inquiry, police have
registered a case of dowry harass-
ment under IPC sections 498 A
(husband/relative of the husband
of awoman subjecting her to cru-
elty) and 304-B (dowry death
within seven years of marriage)

Family lived on the campus

against Gulshan and his mother.

Police said the post-mortem
found that the cause of death of
all three victims is suicidal hang-
ing. The report also showed that
before committing suicide, Das
and his mother had lunch while
Sunita did not, said police.

The deaths came to light
Friday after police received a call
about domestic violence. “We
reached the house and found the
bodies,” said DCP (South West)
Devender Arya.

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

PRECAUTIONS TO be taken
against dengue, differentiating
between ‘good’ and ‘bad’ touch,
awareness about the POCSO Act
— these and several other issues
were taken up at the mega Parent
Teacher Meeting (PTM) organised
by the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation acrossits 581 schools
on Sunday. Held every month or
so, MCD officials said the meeting
helps parents, many of whomare
migrants from other states, get a
better understanding of their
child’s studies.

At the SDMC Primary School
inSaket G-Block, several parents,
predominantly mothers, were
made to update Aadhaar details
of their child and were imparted
awareness about seasonal vector-
borne diseases such as dengue
and chikungunya. Domestic
Breeding Checker officials of the
MCD were stationed at the en-
trance toillustrate, using a cup of
water, how live larvae can spread
in clean water such as those in
coolers and indoor potted plants.

The principal of the school of
over 600 students, Sunita Malik,
also talked to parents about the
POCSO Act and how to perform
CPR. “We told them to tell their
children not to take chocolates or
toffee from unknown persons, to
differentiate between ‘good’ and
‘bad’ touch, and to talk to teach-
ers or parents if something hap-

Close watch

Delhi Police chief Amulya
Patnaik has been keeping track
of construction of the new po-
lice headquarters at Jai Singh
Road. A few weeks ago, after
performing night duty during
‘general gasht’, the chief wentto
visitthe new building. There’sa
buzz at the headquarters that
Patnaik wants toinaugurate the
building before his retirement,
which is seven months away.

THECITY 3

From dengue to POCSO, parents
get a crash course on kids’ safety

At aschool in Police Colony, Hauz Khas, Sunday. Abhinav Saha

pens. We also showed them how
to perform CPR...,” said Malik.

However, attendance at the
PTM was low, with many parents
coming in late and missing the
principal’s talk. The area council-
lor was also not present.

Nissar Khan, whose daughter
Alia studies in Class III, said, “I
wanted to know about the activ-
ities of my child and the tests.
They talked about discipline as
well. These PTMs are held once a
month.”

Munni Devi (30), whose son
Mukesh studies in Class V, said:
“They didn’t tell me anything
about the POCSO Act or schemes.
[just went and met the teacher.”

At the Hauz Khas police
colony primary school, principal
Asha Ekka said: “PTMs have in-
creased since 2016. Now, we have
one every month or so. They are
quite important for children

A light
moment

Last week, Minister of Housing
and Urban Affairs Hardeep
Singh Puri held a press confer-
ence to announce the Centre’s
plan to regularise unautho-
rised colonies and the draft
Model Tenancy Act. The event
saw the minister hitting out at
Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and
the delay in the regularisation

whose studies were interrupted
for some reason, such as the fam-
ily migrating or an illness. Some
of them even have behavioural
problems... Parents want to fill
this gap in education and want to
understand how to do so.”

Many parents came specifi-
cally to ask teachers on ways to
improve marks of their children
in computer learning.

At the Saket primary school,a
lab has been set up with the help
of an international computer
firm. “These children don’t have
computers at home; this is the
only place they can learn,” said
principal Malik. She added, “Alot
has improved over the past few
years. The quality of learning in
students, as well as enrollment,
has gone up a lot. We now have
CCTVs, scholarships and comput-
ers... We even have solar panels
to generate electricity.”

process, and fielding questions
on the Real Estate (Regulation
and Development) Act, 2016.
In the middle, a journalist
quipped: “Sir, I too have a
house which I want to rent,
would that be covered by the
Model Tenancy Act? [ am a bit
worried!” The entire room
burst out in laughter. The min-
ister, too, laughed along, and
said, “Of course! Unlike RERA,
the Tenancy Act protects both
the tenant and the owner....”
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DELHI CONFIDENTIAL }Q rope In oppn Ieaders: Pawar

LANGUAGE CHOICES

HRD MINISTER Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank is not the only
Union minister who insists that his staff draft proposals in
Hindi. Home Minister Amit Shah has also done the same.
Sources in the MHA say that files which are being put up for
the consideration of the Home Minister also carry asummary
in Hindi. During Rajnath Singh’s tenure as Home Minister, of-
ficers were doing the same, but of their own volition. There
was no such request from Singh since his personal staff used

to assist him in disposal of files.

RooM Or ONE'Ss OWN

WHILE THE Lok Sabha election results have cast a shadow on
the office spaces provided for parties like CPM, RJD and TDP
among others, one party has heaved a sigh of relief. BSP, which
has a very spacious office on the third floor of Parliament, was
concerned given its zero members in the last Lok Sabha and
dwindling tally in Rajya Sabha. However, the 10 Lok Sabha
seats won this year seem to have eased the pressure on BSPin
Parliament. The party is now sure to retain its office.

WEEKEND TRAINING

BEFORE BJP MPs go back to their constituencies after the
Parliament session that has already lasted more than a month,
both Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP president Amit Shah
want them to be prepared for what's ahead. The party wants all
its MPs to be present in the national capital during the coming
weekend to attend a two-day Abhyas Varga. BJP working presi-
dent ] P Nadda is expected to chalk out a detailed plan for the
meet on August 3 and 4. Both Modi and Shah are expected to
address MPs onissues that they should raise and the work they
should be carrying out in their respective constituencies.

TALKING EDUCATION

LAST WEEK, RSS-affiliated organisations working in the field
of education held a three-day meeting in Bengaluru. Several
issues, including the draft national education policy, were dis-
cussed. During one session, the chairman of the (now dis-
solved) committee that submitted the draft policy, K
Kasturirangan, attended the meeting. HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank also attended a meeting. Apparently, the
contentious topic of the three-language formula was not dis-
cussed as the draft policy has already been tweaked to usher
inflexibility to ward off allegations of Hindi imposition. RSS top
functionaries Suresh Soni and Datta Hosbale were there
among the 70-odd delegates who attended the meet.

Surprising that
Oppn is objecting to
Parliament utilising
more time: Yadav

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

COUNTERING THE Opposition’s
allegations that the ruling party
has been rushing legislations
through Parliament without
proper scrutiny by the Standing
Committees or Select
Committees, BJP general secretary
Bhupendra Yadav on Sunday said
itwas “surprising to see that they
(the opposition) are objecting to
the fact that the Parliament has
been utilising more of its time to
bring laws”.

The Rajya Sabha MP con-
tended that the Parliament has
“enhanced its productive hours”,
is “performing better than ever”
and that the House has performed
better.The opposition, in both
Houses, has alleged that the gov-
ernment has been rushing legis-
lations such as the RTI
Amendment Bill, which they al-
lege has diluted the existing Act.
Trinamool spokesperson Derek
O'Brien has said that 14 Bills have
been passed in Parliament with-
out scrutiny and that the govern-
ment was using its “brute major-
ity” todo this. Congress and DMK
leaders, too, have raised objections
to the manner in which the Bills
have been passed.

“The allegation that in the
Rajya Sabha Bills are not properly
scrutinised by the Parliamentary
Committees is absolutely wrong
as it is a matter of record that the
UPA government had referred
only five Billsin the Rajya Sabhato
the Parliamentary Select
Committee from 2009-14 while
the NDA government has sent 17

‘Parliament performing
better than ever’

Bills to the Select Committees in
Rajya Sabha between 2014 and
2019. Surprisingly, those who
have beendisrupting short discus-
sions and Calling Attention and
session after session in Rajya
Sabha are the ones raising ques-
tions on functioning of the
House,” he said.

“Members talking about work
of Parliament must collectively in-
trospect why monsoon session
2015, Budget Session 2018, Winter
Session 2018 and Interim Budget
Session 2019 were washed out. Itis
also surprising to see that instead
participating in the discussion of
the House, they have been busy
creating obstacles,” he added.

Yadav further said that while
sending Bills to Select Committees
is a matter of practice, “it is not a
necessary requirement before the
passage of any Bill.”

He also contended that most
of the Bills that had been intro-
duced in Parliament had been
sent to Select Committees and
Standing Committees earlier, but
they lapsed before they could be
tabled or passed. These lapsed
Bills were now being reintro-
duced in Parliament.
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BJP misusing govt agencies

Fadnavis denies charge: Introspect to find reasons for exodus from your party

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, MUMBAI, JULY 28

NCP CHIEF and former Union
minister Sharad Pawar on
Sunday said that Maharashtra
was witnessing an unprece-
dented degree of misuse of in-
vestigating agencies at the hands
of state and central governments
to coerce leaders from opposi-
tion parties to join the BJP ahead
of the state elections.

“Misuse of power isrife in the
entire country by the BJP govern-
ment. We have recently seen
what happened in Karnataka.
They are also trying to do the same
inMadhya Pradesh. In poll-bound
states like Maharashtra, they are
trying to coerce leaders from op-
position parties to join them by
using state agencies.Ihaven’'t seen
such blatant use of state machin-
ery by any government. The mis-
useisof extreme level,” Pawar said
at a press conference in Pune.

Pawar’s statement comes in
the backdrop of several senior
NCP leaders, including Mumbai
unit chief Sachin Ahir and
women’s wing chief Chitra
Wagh, quitting the party to join
either BJP or Shiv Sena.

Pawar said in Maharashtra,
the BJP — besides using central
government agencies like the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and Central Bureau of

Pawar at a press conference in Pune on Sunday. Ashish Kale

Investigation (CBI) and state
agencies such as Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) — has
also used the state co-operatiave
banks to lure leaders from rival
parties by unlawfully providing
financial aid to the co-operative
bodies they are heading. “The
sugar mill of (former MLA)
Kalyan Kale in Pandharpur was
in a difficult situation. The state
government, by flouting norms,
gave Rs 30-35 crore to it and
asked him to join the BJP. Since
he wanted to save his factory, he
switched over,” Pawar said.

He also alleged that instead
of performing their duties, the
Chief Minister and a few other
ministers “have dedicated them-
selves for this job”.

Reacting to Pawar’s allega-
tions, Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Sunday called the al-
legations baseless. “It is high
time Pawar does some intro-
spection to find why the exodus
is taking place from his organi-
sation. Why the NCP has failed to
keep its own house in order and
inculcate confidence in its lead-
ers and workers?” Fadnavis told
reporters in Mumbai.

The CM said the BJPwasona
strong footing and did not need
to poach outsiders. “To the con-
trary a large number of leaders
from Congress and NCP, includ-
ing sitting MLAs, are keen to join
BJP. But the party is not going to
induct everyone. Those with a
tainted image or facing charges

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti addresses workers on the 20th foundation day of the party
held at the Sher-e-Kashmir Park in Srinagar on Sunday. Shuaib Masoodi

Fiddling with Art 35 A like setting
fire to explosives, says Mehbooba

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JULY 28

AS APPREHENSIONS about
Article 35A have led to panic in
the Valley, former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister and
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
chief Mehbooba Mufti said that
fiddling with the special consti-
tutional position of the state will
burn the entire country.

“We are telling the central
government that fiddling with
Article 35 A is like setting fire to
explosives,” Mufti said, while ad-
dressing a public rally in Srinagar
to commemorate the 20th foun-
dationday of the party. “The hand
that will rise to fiddle with it, not
only that hand, the entire body
will burn to ashes,” she added.

Mufti said that the situation
in J&K was uncertain. “Today
everythingisindanger. We don't
know what will happen tomor-
row. We have to prepare the way
we did in 1999 against the op-
pression,” she said.

Mufti asked the people to get
ready for a bigger fight as the
identity of the state was
under attack.

“There is fear. They have de-
stroyed everything. J&K Bank has
been targeted. There are contin-
uous attempts being made to
weaken Kashmiris both politi-
cally and economically,” she said.
“Get ready for a bigger fight. The
real test is to safeguard the
Jammu and Kashmir’s identity,
to safeguard the special position
of the state,” added the PDP chief.

Mufti apprehended that she

could also be jailed but asked
people not to abandon their fight.
“The fight we are getting ready
for,even Mehbooba Mufti can be
sent behind the bars. But don’t get
afraid, PDP will fight till thelast
breath( to safeguard) the identity
of JRK,” said the former CIM.

Mufti said that her father
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed
joined hands with BJP to find a
solution to the Kashmir prob-
lem. “Mufti sahib often said that
we have to safeguard (article)
370 in Jammu and Kashmir,
When we allied with the BJP, the
first thing we said that you can’t
fiddle with Article 370," she said.

“This was written in the
Agenda of Alliance and BJP
agreed to it, only then Mufti
sahib formed the government,"
she added.

JUSTICE AP SHAH DELIVERS ROSALIND MEMORIAL LECTURE

‘Dangerous to attribute greater morality to judges’

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

PROPOSING A new law for judi-
cial accountability to handle
complaints of misdemeanour
against judges, a continuous per-
formance evaluation system for
higher court judges and the
framing of a judicial code of con-
duct to deal with softer account-
ability issues, retired Delhi High
Court Chief Justice A P Shah ar-
gued for the need to strengthen
mechanisms to ensure judicial
accountability at the 27th
Rosalind Wilson Memorial
Lecture on Sunday.

“Judges do not have any pre-

set moral codes embedded in
their brains that dictate their be-
haviour the moment they sit on
the bench. Indeed, they are as hu-
man as the lawyers, plaintiffs, de-
fendants, criminals, witnesses and
police before them. To attribute a
greater morality to them merely
because of the nature of their of-
fice is false and dangerous. They
must be constantly reminded of
what is appropriate behaviour
throughout their career, so that
the role that is cast upon them —
of administering impartial justice
—isnever compromised. For that
isthe only and ultimate goal of the
judiciary,” he said.

Shah said the trigger for him
choosing this subject were the

in cases under probe with the di-
rectorate of economic offences
will not be taken. BJPis nowina
commanding position on its
own electoral merit and people’s
support. Itdoes not need people
from outside whose credentials
are questionable,” he said.
Pawar also cited the exam-
ples of party leaders Chhagan
Bhujbal, who is being investi-
gated for analleged scamin con-
struction of Maharashtra Sadan
in New Delhi; Hassan Mushrif,
who faced an ED raid last week;
and Chitra Wagh, whose hus-
band, Pawar alleged, was being
slammed with cases by the
state’s Anti-Corruption Bureau
and was being constantly ha-
rassed. Of the three, Wagh joined
the BJP two days ago, specula-
tions about Bhujbal’s return to
Sena are rife while Mushrif has
made it clear that “despite ha-
rassment and offers from BJP” he
will remain with the NCP.
Pawar said that while BJPlead-
ers at the Centre kept saying that
they were for ‘stable govern-
ments’ and they respect all politi-
cal parties, the “government s try-
ing to sabotage the states where
people decreed against the BJP”.
“BJP is destabilising the gov-
ernments by using power and
machinery in the states where it
was rejected by the voters. This
is an assault on the parliamen-
tary democracy,” said Pawar.
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Himalayan states want
ereen bonus, separate
ministry for issues

LALMANIVERMA
MUSSOORIE, JULY 28

RECOGNISING THEIR role in se-
curity at international borders
and contribution to environ-
ment conservation, the
Himalayan states demanded the
Centre for a green bonus and cre-
ation of a separate ministry to
deal with problems of the region.
Representatives of 10 of the 11
Himalayan states made the de-
mand to Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman in the one-
day conclave of Himalayan states
held in Mussoorie on Sunday.
Apart from Assam, chief min-
isters, ministers, bureaucrats and
other experts from 10 other
Himalayan states participated in
the conclave and presented a
common agenda before the
Finance Minister. Jammu and
Kashmir, Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Tripura, Mizoram and Manipur
— took part in the conclave.
“Representatives of all the
states gave a common agenda to
Union Finance Minister. For their
environment service, Himalayan
states should get a green bonus.
The states will make effective
contribution in water conserva-
tion mission of the Prime
Minister,” said Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat.
Rawat added that the states
expressed their expectations of
financial assistance from the

Centre in programmes of con-
servation and rejuvenation of
rivers and other Centre spon-
sored schemes.

In the meeting, states also de-
manded that their borders areas
be developed on a priority basis
to prevent migration, consider-
ing the issue of security.

Rawat said that Finance
Minister, Niti Aayog and the 15th
Finance Commission have as-
sured them of a separate plan for
Himalayan states in the Budget.

On the demand of green
bonus, Rawat said that the states
have contributed to environ-
ment protection which is bene-
ficial for the entire country.

“The states concerned have
the primary responsibility of se-
curity. Hence, the green bonus
have been demanded consider-
ing the sensitivity,” Rawat said.

Sitharaman stressed on the
security issue at borders in these
states. She added that villages lo-
cated at borders are eyes and
ears of the Defence ministry.

According to a release from
the  state  government,
Sitharaman in her address said
that special efforts like start-ups
for youths and development of
basic facilities are required to stop
migration from border areas.

The Himalayan states also
passed a ‘Mussoorie Resolution’
pledging to make endeavours to
protect and conserve the rich
Himalayan heritage and ethos
and nurture the wealth of
biodiversity.

As heat in J&K builds up,
pending in Supreme Court:

7 petitions against Art 35A

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

THE CENTRE’S decision to dis-
patch additional forces to
Kashmir has given fresh cause to
speculate that Article 35A of the
Constitution, which confers spe-
cial rights to the permanent res-
idents of Jammu and Kashmir,
could be revoked.

The law that defines the per-
manent citizens of the state ex-
tends Indian citizenship to them
and allows the state legislature
to extend special privileges to
them is currently under chal-
lenge before the Supreme Court.
However, the challenge does not
preclude the Centre from bring-
ing in a new law on the issue.

Seven separate petitions
have challenged the constitu-
tional validity of Article 35A be-
fore the Supreme Court. The first
one was filed in 2014 by We the
People, an NGO. It argues that
the Constitution (Application to
Jammu and Kashmir) Order,
1954 which introduced Article
35Alacked legal force. Other pe-
titions challenge the law on the
ground that it violates the rights
of refugees from West Pakistan
and discriminates against
women of Kashmiri origin who
have married outside the state.

The provision impedes citi-
zens from other parts of the
country from settling perma-
nently in J&K, buying property
in J&K and taking up state gov-
ernment jobs.

The petitions claim that
since only Parliament has the
power to amend the

Justice AP Shah with former Attorney General of India Soli ]
Sorabjee at the lecture on Sunday. Prem Nath Pandey

allegations of sexual harassment
against Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi. “The entire

process was shrouded in secrecy
in the name of the protection of
judicial independence.” he said.

Constitution, the Presidential
order issued under Article 370
to bring Article 35A into force is
invalid. Article 370 is the consti-
tutional provision that recog-
nises the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir after it be-
came part of India. The state un-
der Article 370 retained its au-
tonomy to govern itself and
frame its own constitution ex-
cept for three areas — defence,
communication and
external affairs.

However, since 1954, 41 such
presidential orders have been is-
sued, extending the application
of many parts of the Indian
Constitution to Jammu and
Kashmir. Political parties in the
state have cited this to argue
thatany declaring the presiden-
tial order relating to 35A invalid
can adversely impact the consti-
tutional relationship between
India and Jammu and Kashmir.

Dilution of Article 35A could
potentially change the demog-
raphy of the Valley, especially
since the provision was enacted
to protect the culture and the
distinct character of the region.

While Jammu and Kashmir
had filed an affidavit indicating
its position that Article 35A is
legally sound, the central gov-
ernment left room for specula-
tion by seeking more time to
record its position since the is-
sue is “sensitive and required
larger debate.”

The BJP has had a clear stand
that both Articles 35A and 370
must be abrogated and has
promised this in successive elec-
tion manifestos, including
in 2019.

However, he also stated that
the mechanisms for judicial ac-
countability should come from
within the judiciary itself and
not from the legislative or exec-
utive arms of government — that
any committee to look into com-
plaints under a new law should
comprise only members of the
judiciary and that the code of
conduct should also be framed
by members of the judiciary.

“Critically, in all this, the Chief
Justice cannot be made an ex-
ception to the procedure, as un-
fortunately is the case today. Any
accountability mechanism must
apply to all judges, regardless of
status or rank. The law and the
procedure must also engage

Political leaders in the Valley
have urged the Centre to desist
from making changes to the law.

Former chief minister
Mehbooba Mufti warned the
central government against
scrapping the controversial law.
“We want to tell the Central gov-
ernment that tinkering with
Article 35A will be akin to set-
ting a powder keg on fire,” she
said on Sunday while address-
ing a meeting in Srinagar.

The court has adjourned the
case and has deferred hearings
at least six times since
December 2018. The National
Conference, the Jammu and
Kashmir unit of the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) have
sought to be heard by the
apex court.

The petitions are likely to be
heard by a three-judge bench
headed by CJI Ranjan Gogoi
since he holds the roster for writ
petitions.

The cases have not been
heard since CJI Gogoi took office
in October last year. Since 2014,
the case has been heard over 20
times and is now pending for fi-
nal hearing,

“The case has been delayed
citing talks by the interlocutor,
panchayat elections, national
elections and now the
Amarnath Yatra. It would be
wonderful if the Centre makes
an intervention. Ultimately,
whatever the court decides, it
will be on the Centre to imple-
ment it,” said Charu Wali
Khanna, one of the petitioners
who challenged the law on the
ground of gender
discrimination.

with how the Vishakha guide-
lines can be made applicable to
the judiciary, the extent to which
the right to information is al-
lowed, and so on,” he said.

Pointing to the conflation of
judicial accountability with loss
of independence of the judiciary,
Shah argued that judicial inde-
pendence is never an end in it-
self but is supposed to be
“enough” to aid judicial impar-
tiality. He stated that this is ren-
dered more necessary because
of a “new judiciary” which is
“like an activist, venturing into
areas of policy-making and law-
making” making it “much more
a public actor than it ever
was before.”
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Path to $5 trillion economy
passes through UP: Shah

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JULY 28

PRAISING THE Yogi Adityanath
government in Uttar Pradesh,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
on Sunday said that the path to
achieving the country’s target of
being a USD 5-trillion economy
passes through Uttar Pradesh,and
expressed confidence that the
state will contribute to it by be-
coming aUSD 1-trillion economy.

Shah, whowas in Lucknow for
the ground-breaking ceremony of
about 250 projects worth Rs
65,000 crore, said in just one year
after MoUs for about Rs 468 lakh
crore worth projects was signed
in February last year, the UP gov-
ernment hasbeen able to start 25
per cent of the projects.

Claiming thatevenlawand or-
der situation hasimproved in the
state in the past two years, Shah
asked more investors to invest in
the state promising “a magical
change” in the time to come.
“Yahan chamatkari pariwartan

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with UP CM Yogi
Adityanath at Lucknow on Sunday. Vishal Srivastav

dikhega..,” said Shah, adding, “the
path tobecomingaUSD 5-trillion
economy passes through Uttar
Pradesh, and I am sure that the
state will contribute to it by be-
coming a USD 1-trillion econ-
omy.”

Last week, speaking in the
Assembly during the debate on

Reddy was articulate
speaker, effective
administrator: PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

CUTTING ACROSS party lines, top
leaders led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi and former PM
Manmohan Singh on Sunday
condoled the death of veteran
Congressleader and former Union
minister S Jaipal Reddy.

“ShriJaipal Reddy had years of
experience in public life. He was
respected as anarticulate speaker
and effective administrator.
Saddened by his demise,” the
Prime Minister’s Office tweeted
quoting Modi. The Prime Minister
said his thoughts are with Reddy’s
family and well-wishers in this
hour of grief.

In his condolence message,
Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu
recalled Reddy’s “razor sharp in-
tellect” and “biting wit”. He said
Reddy was his close friend of four
decades and they used to sit next
to each other in the Andhra
Pradesh Assembly.

“An exemplary orator, he was
conferred ‘Outstanding
Parliamentarian Award’ in 1998.
With his razor sharp intellect and
biting wit, he was also a powerful

spokesperson of the party to
which he belonged,” Naidu said.

Former PM Manmohan Singh
said Reddy was a treasure of wis-
dom and knowledge. “Deeply
saddened by the untimely pass-
ingaway of my friend and veteran
Congress leader ShriJaipal Reddy.
He was a treasure of wisdom and
knowledge. My condolences to
the bereaved family,” Singh said.

Remembering Reddy as an
“erudite and humane leader”,
Sonia said he was a valued col-
league who enriched the
Parliament and Government.
“Respected across political par-
ties and adored by media for his
accessibility and forthright re-
sponses, he always held people’s
interest close to his heart,” she
said. “I'm sorry to hear about the
sad demise of former Union
Minister & veteran Congress
leader Shri Jaipal Reddy Garu,”
Rahul Gandhi tweeted.

CPM general secretary Sitaram
Yechury said, “During his long po-
litical life, he consistently and
steadfastly worked to uphold and
strengthen the secular democratic
foundations of India. His passing
away is a big loss for the secular
democratic forces in the country,”
he said.

Supplementary Budget, Chief
Minister Adityanath had said that
though the target of USD 1-trillion
economy was big, the state has the
potential to become one as it has
the requisite resources and man-
power.Lauding Adityanath for
“running a transparent govern-
ment”, Shah said that despite ob-

jections of choosing him as the
chief minister of a politically cru-
cial state, which sends 80 mem-
bers to Lok Sabha, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi felt that with his
commitment and ability to do
hard work, Adityanath can turn
situations to his benefits.

“In 2017, people of Uttar
Pradesh gave us the opportunity
to form the government here,
and BJP chose Yogi Adityanath as
its leader. Then many people
called as no one had expected
that he would become the chief
minister. I got a lot of phone calls
where people told me that Yogi
jihas not even headed a munici-
pality, which was true.. he has not
been a minister in any govern-
ment.... But as the national pres-
ident of the BJP and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi felt that
the one who has the dedica-
tion...can turn situations to his
favour... Today, [ can say with
much satisfaction that the deci-
sion taken by the BJP was appro-
priate,” Shah said.

(WITHPTIINPUTS)

Celebration of diversity
spirit of India: Pranab

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

FORMER PRESIDENT Pranab
Mukherjee on Sunday said “a
celebration of diversity is the
spirit of India”.

He was speaking at the cere-
mony where the 6th Dr Paulos
Mar Gregorios award 2019 was
handed over to social activist and
pioneer of the RTI movement
Aruna Roy and her organisation
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan.

The award is given by the
Sophia society, an organisation
under the aegis of the Delhi
Diocese of the Orthodox Church
in India, also called the
Malankara Orthodox Church.

Speaking at the event,
Mukherjee said that before the

recent amendment, RTI was a
quality piece of legislation born
from the experience of Aruna
Roy and her colleagues.

“India is an ideal that is ful-
filled by various diversities, it can-
not be compartmentalised and
straitjacketed,” Mukherjee said.

Delivering the keynote ad-
dress, MP Shashi Tharoor said the
notion of majority and minority
is non-Indian. “Any narrow defi-
nition of Indians is an insult to
Indianness. Everyone is a minor-
ity inIndia. It’s in the acceptance
of our differences that make us
truly Indian. Everything about
India s plural,” Tharoor said.

Receiving the award, Aruna
Roy said she was pained by the re-
centamendments to the RTI Act.
“Paradise can be lost, we realised
ita few days back,” she said.
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Renuka Puri

‘We want to get money into hands of the
people... pump up consumption through
public spending on infrastructure’

Days after the passage of the Finance Bill and the transfer — and resignation — of her key adviser, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman sat down for an interview at her North Block office on July 27 to National Business Editor ANIL SASIand
Executive Editor (National Affairs) P VAIDYANATHAN IYER. Edited excerpts:

How has been the shift from South Block
toNorth block?

[don’t know yet; I'm just moving intoajob.
Don’t want to sound like I'm watering down
the question. But it’s a great challenge ...and
(there’s) great support from everybody.

Is there a difference between how you
deal with issues in Defence and Finance?

Obviously, here, I have the comfort that my
education was also in economics. There, I did-
n't have that comfort. But the Defence Ministry
institutions are far more well-established. It’s
aworld of personnel — ex-servicemen, indus-
tries that are specifically focused on defence.
Whereas here, it's the entire spectrum of the
economy, every sector, every institution which
has anything to do with these sectors, banks
etc. So it’s a larger spectrum where not many
institutions are well-established within the
ministry, but Finance also has its own institu-
tions, departments. They have their own insti-
tutional memory.

The Finance Bill is through, what is the
sense that you get on how your Budget
wasreceived...and what next?

Today, the GST Council met. We went with
arequest to consider bringing down the rate
for EVs (electric vehicles), but the council’s
mood was to change not just the rate for EVs
but also for chargers. The holistic picture is
that we are going with a futuristic step. Today,
manufacture or purchase of EV cars is not
anywhere near compatible with cars thatare
petrol and diesel-based. So, it is a step that
makes the government’s intent clear...Of
course, electrical vehicles, per se, doesn’t
mean non-polluting, non-fossil fuel. But the
government’s agenda is well-established that
generation of electricity itself will now move
to more from renewables. Encouraging buy-
ing of such cars may not be today’s story but
the story which is going to come.

The worry within the industryis thata
deadline is being imposed, they are being
forced to move ataremarkable pace...

Where is the deadline? There is no
deadline.

For most two-wheelers 2025 and three-
wheelers 2023. The total phaseout that the
Niti Aayog has proposed. The concernis
that they’ve invested quite a bitin the
value chain.

There can be a lot of discussion, dialogue.
Butit’s not government’s policy. Niti Aayog can
generate a lot of discussions which is good for
the narrative. That's where it is.

You were part of the Free Thinker group in
the ‘80s in JNU. How does that translate
into howyou look at the economy?
Interesting that you should ask this. Free
Thinkers (philosophy) is very consistent with

what I'm doing. When we were talking about
raising the tax on some categories, somebody
did ask me how do you explain this? Why do
you have to tax more? And when you have to
tax more, who are earning, because of their
sweat, and toil, or because of the business suc-
cesses,and so on.I did use this expression say-
ing, well, there has to be aredistribution of in-
come and resources, there has to be, you know,
wealth, there has to be some resources for the
government to be able to do things. And I ap-
preciate the success of these entrepreneurs.

But tobringitasaJNU philosophy is wrong,
because Free Thinkers did not subscribe to
what is presumed to be the [NU culture. I'm
not talking about right or left. After all, what
was Deendayal Upadhyaya’s Antyodaya? It
was about taking care of the man last in the
line... What was Jan Sangh? Free enterprise.
Recognise small and medium industries, the
backbone of this country. So if 'm recognising
free enterprise, but at the same time thinking
of the Antyodaya of Deendayal Upadhyaya, for
people to say, what is this waffle she’s coming
up, with the JNU memory in her mind. I'm
sorry, please listen to what I'm saying in full.
There’s absolutely no inconsistency with the
Free Thinkers thatIbelong toand what'mdo-
ing now.

Of course, in JNU, you didn’t just have Free
Thinkers. JNU was a good university where you
had allideologies playing out. Sometimes, the
students’ union got dominated by one ideol-
ogy,some other time, a different ideology. But
there’s nothing called a JNU ideology.

In terms of space for political talk about
an alternate view... Is that freedom of
expression as vibrant as it was
those days?

In the university?

Yes, and even in India, as a country?

[ don’t think anything has changed be-
tween then and now in the country. 'm not
talking aboutJNU alone, even then, inJNU and
even now in JNU, [ would think the freedom
exists, butinJNU there was a lot more sense of
the debate happening and there was a sense
of each ideology playing out for itself.

Now the impression that youmay get, I un-
derline, the impression that you may get, is that
it's too dominant with elements which are
anti-India. That may or may not be (the case),
but theimpression thatyou getis evenasastu-
dents’ union, the JNUSU, is now hijacked by
forces which are anti-India.

Even [ will, sitting in the government, not
conclude that it is now completely taken over
by anti-India (forces) but the playout of the
anti-India forces and JNUSU, knowingly or un-
knowingly, becoming a part of that playout is
what is a matter of concern.

But if you were to ask me then what about
the country? India has always had these kind
of debates. I find it strange that some sections

would attribute it to post-2014 India, rather
than think about the 60s and 70s India when
the same thing happened everywhere.
Extreme ideologies have played out at differ-
ent times in this country with the same kind of
impactand effect as what they suspectis hap-
pening now. I don’t see anything unusual in
that sense.

The Finance Secretary being moved in the
middle of the Budget Session. There seems
tobe asignal that people are reading.

Itis part of a larger reshuffle.

Would you have rather that he’d seen
through, atleast, the Budget?

The Budget, as you said, is passed. The
final details are all settled.

On the sovereign bonds issue, there has
been so much written and there seems to
be so much confusion. What’s on
your mind?

[ have stated my position in the budget
speech. After that(I) have not said anything, ei-
ther way. So where is the confusion?

Aformer RBI Governor did raise some red

flags on the issue of sovereign bonds. So

did amember from the PM’s Economic

Advisory Council. Does the RBl have a

view, and has it been conveyed to you?
Nothing that has come to me.

Would there be limits on how this would
berolled out?
[ have not started working the details yet.

So there is noreview of the budget
announcement thata sovereign bonds

Now the impression that
you may get, [ underline,
the impression that you
may get, is thatit’s
(JNU) too dominant
with elements which are
anti-India. That may or
may not be (the case),
but the impression that
you getis evenas a
students’ union, the
JNUSU, is now hijacked
by forces which

are anti-India.

issue may happen this year?
[ don’t know. If anybody’s doing the
review, it's not me.

The proposal involving the surcharge is
another thing that attracted alot of
debate.Is there a concern with the peak
rate of over 4297 Is that justified in India?
And does that impact the larger
investment climate; is thataworry?

We wanted to bring the surcharge on those
who were above the Rs 2-crore income and
above the Rs 5-crore income in a calibrated
fashion. Itwas a surcharge. And in the process,
FPIs who were registered as trusts did have an
impact.

So when this impact was immediately
brought to our notice...one of the options avail-
able was that they could shift to registering as
companies.(Then)alot of people commented
saying no, the shifting is not going to be tax-
neutral, the shifting is not going to be easy, the
shifting would mean alot more effort.I've only
said, look now, I thought shifting would be an
answer. But if you have issues, do talk to me.
Without any commitment, I will hear them.
Let me hear them first.

So, the impact on FPIs was not really
anticipated at that point in time?

No. It’s also a question of how many FPIs
have chosen to register themselves as trusts.
FPIs are also present in the name of compa-
nies... So, it is not intended to hit only at FPIs.
Not atall. If Iwanted to hit at FPIs, have I hit at
FPIs registered as companies? No. So, I think
it was wrong to interpret that we are against
investors or against foreign investment.

Within the FPI segment, two different
sections are being created. Thisleadstoa
lot of disparity in their own incentive
mechanism, in the way they will look at
the Indian markets. Are you open to
addressing that?

That is why I said let me hear from them.
Without any commitment at this stage, I'm
saying let me hear them. Because the conver-
sion is still possible. You can convert to be a
company rather than be a trust. Let me hear
them.

The broader investment and
consumption downturn and the
worsening economic crisis, especially on
the rural side... monsoon not being that
good, numbers that are coming out, like
FMCG companies, vehicle sales numbers,
including tractors and truck sales, point to
the downturn intensifying. Is that
something that concerns you?

Definitely, I intensively watch what s hap-
pening. Evenasyou are asking me, you're mov-
ing from rural...moving further to say tractor
and trucks and so on. So even as you're asking
or projecting a picture, which s right, all right,

you're talking about various different sectors,
segments of the society. So each may be hav-
ing their own reasons, which are unique to
them.

Solamlooking at each one of them. That s
why my answer, particularly on the vehicles is-
sue, buyers are not picking up vehicles... is one,
asmuch asIhear that, I also hear reasons forit.
Some who speak to me do say that the reason
for buyers not rushing to get vehicles now is
also this transition from Bharat Stage IV to Stage
VI, directly leapfrogging Stage V. Now buyers
are probably in anticipation thatindustry them-
selves would give something even as the dead-
line of January 2020 kicks in. So the decision is
getting delayed or deferred.

Soif thatis one of the reasons, my interven-
tion there can indicate something totally dif-
ferent. So I have to be cautious about how I'm
going to look at that development.

Private investment has been very low. Not

just this year...it’s since pre-2014 when
policy paralysis impacted investments.
And this continues. So how do you see
impacting growth this year. We ask this
also because the budget this year indicates
growth higher than what the Reserve
Bank also projected.

At this stage, what we are looking at is ma-
king sure that consumption is encouraged
through various steps that we're taking, actually
get the money into the hands of people, rural,
particularly. This whole DBT-based transfer of
entitlements to those who need to get it and
get it instantly, being enabled by technology,
was one very big way in which we're pushing
money into the hands of people.

The second, to pump up consumption...
through public spending on infrastructure,
where your core industries will benefitimme-
diately. Once you startlaying roads, start build-
ing bridges, strengthening airport, seaports,
once you start building inland waterways, you
are indirectly or probably even directly increas-
ing the demand for industrial material — ce-
ment, steel, concrete, everything else. So if
those industries can see demand, their invest-
ment, therefore, should automatically be fo-
cused on expansion of the capacities or utili-
sation of the capacity to the fullest extent.

As you are spending on infrastructure, in-
situ promotion of labouris whatis happening.
Giving money they need in their hands in-
stantly is what is needed. So if government’s
expenditure is diverted to only prioritising on
infrastructure, the ripple effect, I expect, will
be onlabour, everywhere rather than concen-
trated inone place..The virtuous cycle kicks in
from there. Consumption increases, demand
increases, investment increases, as a natural
course.

On the FRBM targets..why did you choose
tobetter the target that was kept for the
year — from 3.4 per cent of the GDP to

I have spoken about it in
explicit terms in the
budget, that India Incis
something which we
respect; we respect them
for the wealth creators
that they are, we respect
them for the job creators
that they are and we
want them to be
facilitated. Otherwise,
why would I keep the
word which was given
five years ago, in
bringing down the
corporate tax?

3.3 per cent — given that government
expenditure is so vital for kickstarting
growth?

That was in the interim budget. So when
I'm looking at the whole year, I had to show
thatthe trajectory is being kept. It'’s not allowed
totable or plateau. The glide path s consistent...

Is there enough space for the government
to push expenditure given that the private
sector is still not investing?

Two things (in) the budget are intended
to help private sector investment go up. One
is, whenI'mlooking at providing the window
for NBFCs and making sure that the Reserve
Bank and we work together onit.It's not only
toaddress the crisis, which the NBFCs are go-
ing through, but also for those NBFCs, who
are still the main platform through which
creditis reaching, we want to ensure that they
are not going to be starved for funds.

I was glad that the RBI Governor spoke
very clearly about the liquidity (so called) sup-
port crunch. He said liquidity is not an issue.
But it is for the NBFCs to now move forward
with thatliquidity, identifying those borrow-
ers who are worth lending to..whether they
are car buyers or any other customers.

Second, the government was also very
clearly showing an intent to not squeeze out
savings, where, you know, every saving is be-
ing taken up by the government, that private
investors, private borrowers in the country are
left with nothing. So we are declogging that
space so that it can generate a lot more bo-
rrowers, alot more institutional investors can
be supported. That’s another way in whichI'm
expecting private investments to go up.

When we speak with some big
industrialists, they talk about a trust
deficit between India Inc and the
government. They also express concern
about regulators’ freedoms. The Budget
does talks about drawing a part of
Sebi’s reserves. Would you like to
respond to this?

Where it comes to Sebi’s capital require-
ments, their expenditure requirements have
all been respected. Over and above that,
where there are charges which have been
collected as fees, obviously, legally, they are
monies which have to go to the consolidated
fund. So there is nothing otherwise being im-
posed on Sebi. So that the legality of what is
being collected, (what) belongs to the public
account, have all been assessed. Duly re-
specting their independence, duly respect-
ing the autonomy with which they have to
function. It’s not an encroachment.

On the trust deficit?

[ have spoken about it in explicit terms in
the budget, that India Incis something which
we respect; we respect them for the wealth
creators that they are, we respect them for
the job creators that they are and we want
them to be facilitated. Otherwise, why would
I keep the word which was given five years
ago, in bringing down the corporate tax?
Now 99.3 per cent of corporate tax (payers)
are already been covered (by a lower tax
rate). [ keep meeting all of them. And also a
positive working relationship with the
Reserve Bank.

You warned the taxman a couple days ago,
that they should not overreach given that
the targets might be stiff...

Actually, no. This time, the revenue target is
something whichIhave discussed with therev-
enue secretary, and with his team, and only
then I arrived at something which is not at all
demanding. And this I said on Income Tax Day
infront of everybody. If it was too much of a tar-
get, there would have been a protest saying
what are you saying, woman? You might be
Finance Minister but what are you telling
me..my targets are not difficult? No, there was
aquiet acceptance.l had spent a lot of time (to
ensure)that the(collection)is set at realisticlev-
els and not ambitious, over ambitious levels.

Is there a concern that’s been brought to
your notice that the taxmen are perhaps
harassing taxpayers?

Obviously, because there are quite a lot of
inputs, which come to me saying, there are peo-
ple being harassed, and is it the policy of the
government oris it individual, you know, fancy
overenthusiastic officers doing it? Inputs do
come and my opportunity to interact with my
officials should be the best place where I can
tell them, look, please don’t do this. We are with
you, when you're definitely dealing with peo-
ple who are evading or avoiding tax. But when
you're dealing with people who are duly, you
know, keeping their diligence, you don’t need
to be overly enthusiastic now.

And you are sure targets would be met?
Absolutely, they are not unrealistic at all.
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Draft rules ready to
make microdots
must in vehicles

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

After deliberating over the idea
for some time, the NDA govern-
ment has come out with draft
rules to make microdots manda-
tory in vehicles. The move is
aimed at making India free from
vehicle thefts and spurious spare
parts.

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways under
Nitin Gadkari issued a draft no-
tification on July 24, amending
the Central Motor Vehicles Rules,
1989, and allowing motor vehi-
cles and their parts, components,
assemblies, sub-assemblies to
be affixed with permanent and
nearly invisible microdots that
can be read physically with a mi-
croscope and identified with ul-
traviolet light.

Microdots are a globally
proven technology to ensure
originality in spare parts of ma-
chines and components, includ-
ing in the automobile sector.

The government has envis-
aged that with microdots be-
coming a permanent feature in
vehicles, identifying them would
become easier in case they are
stolen.

According to the draft, the
microdots and adhesive are to
become a permanent fixture/af-
fixation which cannot be re-
moved without damaging the
asset itself. The microdots are to
comply with AIS 155 require-
ments, if affixed.

The draft rules shall be taken
into consideration after the ex-
piry of a period of 30 days from
the date on which they were
published in the gazette.

Anyone affected by them
may send in objections in the

SHALININAIR
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

IN ORDER to boost entrepre-
neurship among rural women,
the Ministry of Rural
Development (MoRD) is set to
focus on select 3-5 lakh women
Self Help Groups (SHGs) with a

Nitin Gadkari view to convert their “nano en-
terprises into micro enter-
prises”.

. Under the Aajeevika-
Microdots are a National Rural Livelihood
globally proven Mission (NRLM), these SHGs
technology to ensure groups will now be formalised

. e e . so that they can avail higher
originality in spare loans and scale up their enter-
parts of machines and prise. Since 2011-12 under

. . NRLM, SHGs have been entitled
.components, m.dudmg to get up to Rs 10 lakh as loan
in the automobile without collateral over a period
sector of six to eight years. According
to ministry officials, a stock-
taking exercise of the total 52
next one month. lakh women SHGs, covering six

In Delhi alone, around five
vehicles were stolen every hour
last year, according to data re-
leased by Delhi Police recently.

The microdot technology in-
volves spraying thousands of
microscopic dots onto vehicles
or other assets to form a unique
identification.

Each microdot carries this
identification which is registered
to the owner, but is not visible to
the naked eye.

Also, duplicate spare parts
have been a pet peeve of the auto
industry for decades.

Officials said this move will
also ensure that consumers have
a way of identifying original
parts from fake ones and that
contributes to overall safety as
well.

crore women in the country,

EXPLAINED

EXPRESS NETWORK 9

Rural ministry to focus on 3-3 lakh
women SHGs to scale up enterprises

Government to bring more nano enterprises of women SHGs into micro and small enterprises

Budget outlines
o government focus

WHILE PRESENTING the Union budget, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman spoke at length on the issue of women’s
empowerment. However, National Rural Livelihood Mission
(NRLM )- Ajeevika was the sole area, both in terms of women
and rural development ministries, that received a substantial
increase in allocation, thus outlining the government’s em-
phasis on the women SHGs. Plans are now being rolled out
to boost the enterprise among these SHGs.

was carried out to find out how
many have used at least Rs 7
lakh so far. About 3-5 lakh SHGs
fell into this category, and had
also demonstrated a potential
to have a larger markets for
their products.

A ministry official said that
initial loans taken by women
SHGs are mostly used to retire
their debts, for consumption, or
children’s education. “Once

these are taken care of, they
then move on to economic ac-
tivity. Many of the SHGs have
gotten into higher order activi-
ties, but their credit linkage is
for very basic level activities.
They are, at the most, able to
come and display their prod-
ucts at national level exhibi-
tions, but beyond that to scale
it up, they needed better
credit,” the official said, adding

10-day-old among three injured in
ceasefire violation by Pak in Poonch

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 28

A 10-DAY-OLD was among
three members of a family in-
jured as Pakistani troops re-
sorted to unprovoked mortar
shelling and small arms fire
along the Line of Control in
Poonch district, on Sunday
evening.

They appeared to be mem-
bers of one family who were in-

Notice to candidates for Scrutiny Of Documents before Interview for the post of Senior

Scale Stenographer (English) For

Various Departments ,Haryana against Advt. No. 12/2015, Cat No. 07.

On the basis of written examination (Computer Based Test) held on 08.11.2017 and Shorthand &
Transcription test held on 26.04.2018 and 19.06.2019 for the post of Senior Scale Stenographer
(English) For Various Departments ,Haryana Against Advt. No. 12/2015, Cat No. 07, the candidates
bearing following Roll Nos. have been called for Scrutiny of Documents provisionally to ascertain eligi-
ble candidates and further subject to the fulfillment of their eligibility conditions as per advertisement

and service rules.

Advt. No. 12/2015, Cat. No. 07, Senior Scale Stenographer (English) (Total 10 Posts)

jured when a shell landed on
their house in Shahpur area, po-
lice added.

A defence  ministry
spokesperson Lt Colonel
Devender Anand said Pakistani
troops initiated a ceasefire vio-
lation by firing mortar shells
and small arms around 5 pmin

Shahpur and Sawjian sectors.
The shelling was intense, he
said, adding that Indian troops
also retaliated befittingly.

Meanwhile, sources said
Pakistani troops began small
arms fire in Mendhar sector as
well. However, there were no
reports of damage.

that helping them formalise
has been made part of the
Union government’s 100-day
agenda, and accordingly, a
campaign is being rolled out to
register them as micro-enter-
prises. The target for the first
100 days of the government is
to bring more NRLM nano en-
terprises of women SHGs into
micro and small enterprises
through higher order bank
linkages, bank loans, registra-
tion on government e-market
portals, and similar e-com-
merce portals such as Amazon.

“We will also help them get
an MSME registration, a GST
registration and an income tax
registration. If they have these
three, they qualify for the 59-
minute bank loan sanction
scheme,” said the official. Some
such enterprises include vermi-
composting, setting up a mar-
ketplace for farm produce,
small shops, running smaller
vehicles for public transporta-

tion, custom hiring centres for
farm implements, or retail.

As per MoRD data, theRs 2.8
lakh crore leveraged from the
banking system to SHGs till
date, and non performing as-
sets (NPAs), which was 7 per
cent in 2013-14, has come
down greatly to 2.2 per cent in
2018-19. According to a study
conducted by the Institute of
Rural Management Anand
(IRMA), the number of enter-
prises per village went up by 79
per cent, per capital monthly
income by 22 per cent, and per
capita productive livestock as-
sets went up by 80 per cent in
the NRLM areas as compared to
other areas.

The Union budget 2018-19
has substantially increased
funding to NRLM by 60 per
cent, and offers Rs 1 lakh MU-
DRA loan to one woman in each
of the SHGs with a view to
make them more self-reliant
and increase their incomes.

Manijhi in touch
with NDA ally

for Jharkhand
Assembly polls

Gaya/Nawada: Former Bihar
chief minister Jitan Ram Manjhi
on Sunday said that his
Hindustani Awam Morcha
(HAM), a constitutent of the
Opposition’s Mahagathbandhan
in the state, would be contesting
the upcoming Assembly pollsin
Jharkhand in collaboration with
an NDA partner.

“Our talks with All Jharkhand
Students Union Party(AJSU) are
in final stages. Seat sharing
arrangements will be decided
soon. We hope it will be mutu-
ally beneficial and there will be a
seamless transfer of votes dur-
ing elections”, Manjhi said in
Gaya. Asked why he would not
be contesting as part of the
Mahagathbandhanin the neigh-
bouring state, Manjhi said “HAM
was never a part of the
Mahagathbandhan in
Jharkhand. We joined the coali-
tion comprising Congress, R]D
and others only for Bihar. Beyond
the boundaries of the state, the
alliance does not exist.”

He also denied that the de-
velopment was a signal of his re-
turntothe NDAinBihar.  PTI

Notice to candidates for Scrutiny Of Documents before Interview for the post of
Junior Scale Stenographer (English) For Various Departments, Haryana against
Advt. No. 12/2015, Cat No. 04. With Corrigendum Date 26.02.2016 and 16.03.2017)

On the basis of written examination (Computer Based Test) held on 07.11.2017 and Shorthand
& Transcription test held on 25.04.2018, 20.06.2019 and 21.06.2019 for the post of Junior Scale
Stenographer (English) For Various Departments ,Haryana Against Advt. No. 12/2015, Cat No.
04, the candidates bearing following Roll Nos. have been called for Scrutiny of Documents pro-
visionally to ascertain eligible candidates and further subject to the fulfillment of their eligibility
conditions as per advertisement and service rules.

Advt. No. 12/2015, Junior Scale Stenographer (English) (Total 29 Posts (With Corrigendum Date

26.02.2016 and 16.03.2017))
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HINDUSTAN PETROLEUM CORPORATION LIMITED
Regd. Office: 17, Jamshedji Tata Road, Mumbai - 400 020
Website : www.hindustanpetroleum.com
E-mail : corphqo@hpcl.in
CIN: L23201MH1952G01008858

Annual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the 67th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the
Members of Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited will be held on
Wednesday, August 21, 2019 at 11.00 A.M. at “Y.B. Chavan Auditorium,
Yashwantrao Chavan Pratishthan, General Jagannathrao Bhosale Marg,
Mumbai - 400 021” to transact the businesses as set out in the Notice of AGM.

The Annual Report containing Financial Statements, Auditors report, etc and
the Notice convening the AGM have been sent separately through e-mails to
Members who have registered their email IDs with the Depository Participants/
Company and through post to other Members.

Notice is also given that pursuant to Section 91 of the Companies Act,
2013 read with other applicable statutory provisions, the Register of
Members and Share Transfer Books of the Company have remained closed
from June 10, 2019 to June 14, 2019 (both days inclusive) for the purpose
of ascertaining the eligibility of Beneficial Owners/Members for payment of
Final Dividend of Rs.9.40 per Equity Share of Rs.10 each as recommended
by the Board of Directors in its Meeting held on May 20, 2019. Kindly note
that the said dividend, if declared, by the Members will be paid within 30
days from the date of its declaration at the AGM.

Note:

A Member entitled to attend and vote is entitled to appoint a proxy to attend
and vote instead of himself and the proxy need not be a Member of the Company.
Proxies in order to be valid and effective, should be duly stamped, completed,
signed and deposited at the registered office of the Company not less than 48
hours before the time of the Meeting.

A Person can act as proxy on behalf of Members not exceeding fifty (50) and
holding in the aggregate not more than ten percent of the total share capital
of the Company. A Member holding more than ten percent of the total share
capital of the Company carrying voting rights may appoint a single person as
proxy and such person shall not act as proxy for any other Member.
E-voting

Notice is also hereby given that pursuant to Section 108 of the Companies
Act, 2013 read with other applicable statutory provisions, the Company
has made arrangements with M/s. National Securities Depository Limited
(NSDL) to transact the businesses as set out in the Notice of AGM through
remote e-voting facility which shall commence on August 16, 2019 from
4.00 p.m. and shall end on August 20, 2019 at 5.00 p.m. The remote
e-voting shall not be allowed beyond the said date and time.

General Notes
1. The facility for voting will also be made available at the venue of the Meeting.

2. A person whose name appears in the Register of Members/Beneficial
Owners as on the cut-off date i.e. August 14, 2019 only shall be entitled to
avail the facility of remote e-voting as well as voting at the General Meeting.

3. Any person who becomes a Member of the Company after dispatch of
Annual Report of the Meeting and holding shares as on the cut-off date for
remote e-voting i.e. August 14, 2019 can attend the Meeting in person or
through proxy by sending a requisition to Shares Department at the
registered office address, quoting the Folio No/DP-ID-Client ID, for
obtaining copy of the Notice and Annual Report. Such Members are
requested to follow the instructions given in the Notice to obtain login ID &
password for remote e-voting from NSDL.

4. AMember can opt for one mode of voting i.e. remote e-voting or voting at the
venue of the General Meeting. The Members who have casted their vote
through remote e-voting can attend the Meeting but shall not be entitled to
cast their vote again at the Meeting. In case Members cast their vote by both
the modes, then vote casted through remote e-voting shall prevail.

5. Any grievance in respect of remote e-voting shall be addressed to
Shri B.B. Shirodkar, Chief. Manager Shares (Tel. No. (022) 22863208
email ID: bbshirodkar@hpcl.in), at the registered office address (or)
refer to the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) /e-Voting user manual
available in the Download section of www.evoting.nsdl. com (or) call on
the Toll Free Number 1800-222-990.

6. Members are hereby informed that the Notice of AGM and the Annual
Report for the Financial Year 2018-19 are available at the websites
viz.www.hindustanpetroleum.com (HPCL) & www.evoting.nsdl.com
(NSDL) and also available for inspection at the registered office of the
Company as detailed above during office hours.
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1215409339
1215409642
1215409974
1215410105
1215410212
1215410343
1215410419
1215410538
1215410605
1215410698
1215410812
1215410837
1215410902
1215410954
1215411041
1215411193
1215411277
1215411362
1215411400
1215411435
1215411500
1215411607
1215411667
1215411744

1215400137
1215400297
1215400482
1215400624
1215400931
1215401060
1215401470
1215401520
1215401936
1215402243
1215402507
1215402645
1215402691
1215402894
1215402984
1215403105
1215403202
1215403279
1215403510
1215403614
1215403708
1215404006
1215404149
1215404464
1215404587
1215404799
1215404912
1215405058
1215405255
1215405365
1215405463
1215405590
1215405735
1215405937
1215406556
1215406791
1215407006
1215407315
1215407484
1215407641
1215407692
1215407761
1215407844
1215407910
1215407995
1215408064
1215408153
1215408208
1215408341
1215408559
1215408672
1215408761
1215408807
1215408904
1215408961
1215409071
1215409231
1215409388
1215409730
1215409987
1215410117
1215410217
1215410369
1215410428
1215410570
1215410612
1215410725
1215410814
1215410853
1215410905
1215410957
1215411079
1215411209
1215411279
1215411364
1215411401
1215411450
1215411504
1215411609
1215411669
1215411754

NOTE:

1. The Scrutiny of Documents of the above candidates will be held on 09.08.2019 . The candidates
are advised to report at 09.00 A.M. in Commission's office Bays No0.67-70, Sector-2, Panchkula.
They are also directed to bring all original documents, set of self attested copies of all documents
, one ID Proof and copy of downloaded application form.

2. In case a candidate does not appear for Scrutiny of Documents, he/she will not be considered for
Viva-Voce/interview and no further opportunity will be given thereafter.

3. ltis important to note that after the scrutiny of documents, if a candidate is found eligible it will not
confer any right of interview and candidates only falling within twice the number of vacancies shall

be called for interview.

4. While every care has been taken in preparing and uploading the result, possibility of
inadvertent/technical errors cannot be ruled out. The Commission reserves the right to rectify the

same later on.

5. The result is also available on the website of HSSC i.e. www.hssc.gov.in.

Dated: 28.07.2019

Sd/-

Under Secretary

for Haryana Staff Selection Commission

7. We appeal to all Members to update their bank and contact details
(postal & e-mail address) for enabling e-payments and timely

communication by contacting:

a. Where the shares are held in Electronic Form, their respective

Depository Participants (DPs).

b. where the shares are held in Physical Form, M/s. Link Intime India Pvt.Ltd.
(R&T Agent), Unit: Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited, C101, 247
Park, LBS Marg, Vikhroli West, Mumbai — 400 083).

8. As per SEBI Regulations, securities of the Company held in physical form
cannot be transferred from April 01, 2019 except in case of transmission &
transposition. We therefore request the Members to kindly dematerialize
their physical equity shareholding in HPCL.

Date : July 29, 2019
Place : Mumbai

By the Order of the Board,

V. Murali
Company Secretary

1. The Scrutiny of Documents of the above candidates will be held on 08.08.2019 . The candidates
are advised to report at 09.00 A.M. in Commission's office Bays No.67-70, Sector-2, Panchkula.
They are also directed to bring all original documents, set of self attested copies of all documents
, one ID Proof and copy of downloaded application form.

2. In case a candidate does not appear for Scrutiny of Documents, he/she will not be considered for
Viva-Voce/interview and no further opportunity will be given thereafter.

3. Itis important to note that after the scrutiny of documents, if a candidate is found eligible it will not
confer any right of interview and candidates only falling within twice the number of vacancies shall

be called for interview.

4. While every care has been taken in preparing and uploading the result, possibility of
inadvertent/technical errors cannot be ruled out. The Commission reserves the right to rectify the

same later on.

5. The result is also available on the website of HSSC i.e. www.hssc.gov.in.

Dated: 28.07.2019

Sd/-

Under Secretary
for Haryana Staff Selection Commission
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Farmer ‘kills self’, family blames govt dues

N.E.

W.S.

NORTH
Retired Army jawan thrashed
todeath in Amethi

Amethi: A58-year-old retired
Army jawan was beaten to
death by unidentified as-
sailants at his residence in
Kamrauli police station area
of Amethi district on Sunday
morning. The victim, identi-
fied as Amanullah, lives close
to the Godiyan ka Purva vil-
lage. An FIR has been lodged
against unidentified persons.

No one has been arrested in
Circle Officer, Musafirkhana
(Amethi), Sukshma Prakash
said, “He was staying with his
wife who suffered no in-
juries.” According to the vic-
tim’s wife they were attacked
by the assailants in the their
house around 2.30aminthe
morning and Amanullah died
in the scuffle. ENS

SDRF personnel evacuate people from a flooded
locality in Kota on Sunday. The toll in rain-related
incidents in Rajasthan touched 22 as Kota and its
nearby areas faced a flood-like situation. P11

WEST
Driver beaten for not ‘carrying

outassignment’in Nagpur

Nagpur: The police arrested a
transporter on Sunday and
are on the lookout for his ac-
complices for allegedly strip-
pingadriver, hanging him up-
side-down and assaulting
him. A clip of the incident,
which appeared on social me-
dia on Sunday showed the
victim, Vicky Aglave, being
tied up and beaten by trans-
porter Nikhil Pohankar.

“Aglave had spent Rs 30,000
given to him by Pohankar for
transporting goods. He re-
portedly spent the money.
This angered Pohankar, who,
in a fit of rage, allegedly
stripped him naked, hung
him upside in his office and
assaulted along with 7-8 ac-
complices,”said Deputy
Commissioner of police Vivek
Masal. ENS

EAST

Meghalaya Assembly Speaker
Donkupar Roy dies

Shillong/Gurugram: Meghalaya
Assembly Speaker Donkupar
Roy passed away on Sunday
atahospital in Gurugram fol-
lowing a brief illness, officials
said. He was 64. Roy, a former
chief minister of Meghalaya,
was first admitted to a state-
run hospital in Shillong be-
fore being referred to the

Gurugram where he was un-
dergoing treatment, his fam-
ily members said. A senior
doctor at Medanta Hospital
said: “He was brought to our
hospital on July 18 and suc-
cumbed to multi-organ fail-
ure at 2.43 pm today
(Sunday).” Roy’s body will be
flown to his official residence

Medanta Hospital in onMonday. PTI
SOUTH
Twokilled, six injured as bus
rams wallin Chennai

Chennai: Twomechanicsof the
Metropolitan ~ Transport
Corporation died on the spot
and six of their colleagues were
injured when an MTC bus
rammed the wall of the room
they were resting in early on
Sunday, police said. The inci-
dent occurred ataround 12.45
AM at the bus depot when the
engineers of the Corporation
were sleeping in the building,

they said. Two of them, Bharati
(32)andSekar(48)died onthe
spot, while the others were ad-
mitted to the Government
Kilpauk Medical College
Hospital. The bus driver, who
escaped unhurt, has been ar-
rested, police said. Transport
department principal secretary
J Radhakrishnan took stock of
theincident and visited the in-
jured atthe hospital. PTI

TWENTY YEARS AFTER KARGIL

As war raged, a PCO that became communication lifeline

ADILAKHZER
KARGIL, JULY 28

TWENTY YEARS ago, as war
raged on between India and
Pakistan  across  Kargil,
Mohammed Hassan’s public call
office (PCO) became an impor-
tant communication link be-
tween soldiers and journalists
on the frontlines and the rest of
the country.

At a time when mobile
phones were unheard of,
Hassan’s PCO, the only one in the
town, became crucial for soldiers
to reach their families. For jour-
nalists, it was the only way to
send in their reports.

Hassan, who was roughly 20
yeas old at the time, was among

Mohammed Hassan

the handful civilians who stayed
back in Kargil while the war
went on.

Remembering the time
Hassan says shells from the
Pakistan side of border first
started landing in the country in
landed in 1997 and full-fledged
war broke outin 1999. While he

ABHISHEK ANGAD
CHANHO (JHARKHAND), JULY 28

A 40-YEAR-OLD farmer from
Jharkhand has allegedly com-
mitted suicide by jumping into
a well he got constructed under
the Mahatma National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) after government
authorities did not clear dues for
building materials.

The incident took place in
Patratu village of Chanho block
in Ranchi. Family members of
Lakhan Mahato said he gota dug
well constructed in 2018 on his
farmland at a cost of Rs 3.54 lakh.
Lakhan, they said, received
around Rs 2 lakh from the gov-
ernment and paid the rest of the
amount from his own pocket.
Despite several trips to the block
office, he had failed to get the
dues cleared and was in stress,
said his family members.

Ranchi SP (Rural) Ashutosh
Shekhar said, “It appears to be a
case of suicide. We are waiting
for the post-mortem report for
more details. There does not

seem to be any foul play.” Block
Development Officer Santosh
Kumar said, “The death seems
like an accident as he was an al-
coholic. Why would he commit
suicide? He also had money in
his account and enough means
to sustain himself. The post-
mortem report may help in
knowing the cause of death.”

Kumar added, “Lakhan got
his work done recently and the
voucher was submitted only on
July 25.So there is no question of
not paying him money.”

The NREGA website shows as
pending the material cost of ce-
ment and bricks to the tune of
Rs 1.22 lakh which Lakhan paid.

Lakhan’s family members
said the well was constructed
last year and only the parapet
was raised recently. His wife,
Bimla Devi, 35, said Lakhan had
taken loans ranging from
Rs30,000-50,000 from relatives
for the construction of the well
and remained worried about the
repayment.

“On Friday morning, he woke
up and left for his field. When he
did not return till evening, we

Lakhan Mahato allegedly jumped into the well he got constructed under the MGNREGA
scheme. His family said he was worried about dues amounting to Rs 1.5 lakh. Abhishek Angad

started looking for him. [ was
worried because he had been
tense about the debt.”

On Saturday morning, she
said, somebody found Lakhan’s
belongings floating in the well
and raised an alarm. “His body
was found and pulled out. He

died in the same well which he
got constructed for irrigation.
Authorities are terming his death
anaccident, whichis completely
false.ldon’t know what was go-
ing on in his mind that he took
such an extreme step,” she said.
Bimla Devi said her husband did

Amid Iran-West tanker row, a village
of seafarers waits for one of its own

SHAJU PHILIP
UDUMA (KERALA), JULY 28

EARLIER THIS month, as Britain
seized Iranian oil tanker Grace 1
off Gibraltar and Iran retaliated
by seizing British oil tanker Stena
Impero, several kilometres away,
in Uduma, a village in Kerala’s
Kasaragod district, people fever-
ishly checked WhatsApp groups
for updates on the crew in the
detained ships.

Soon came the bad news:
Uduma’s young seafarer Prajith
Purushothaman was on board
Grace 1. While the Indian High
Commission in London has as-
sured that the Indian crew on
board the shipis “safe and well”,
his family in Uduma says they
will be relieved only when
Prajith comes home.

“The only solace is that my
son is not in the custody of pi-
rates. He had called me a few
days ago. We just hope these
countries resolve their issues
and release the crew soon,” says
Parajith’s father Poomala
Purushothaman, a retired bank
employee in Uduma.

The village and its two neigh-
bouring panchayats, Uppalaand
Chemmanad, have around 1,500
sailors — the largest concentra-
tion of seafarers in any part of
Kerala.

At Merchant Navy Club, a
club of retired sailors in Uduma,
a group of elderly men sit
around leisurely talking about
the straits of Malacca and
Hormuz, the canals of Suez and
Panama, the port towns of Busan
and Long Beach, as if these
places were mere junctions on
the national highway that runs
behind their club building. The
club, which was set up in 1996,
has around 250 members, most
of them retired sailors.

“There are around 3,000
sailors from Kasaragod and half
of them are from Uduma,
Uppala and Chemmanadu.
Among us, we have experienced
everything there is to life on the
sea. There are sailors from here
who have gone missing without
atrace, those who lost their lives

started the PCO in 1995, he had
no idea then of the importance
itwould garner over the coming
years.

“I met an officer from the
BSNL in 1995 and he suggested
that I fill a form as a new tele-
phone facility was coming,. So af-
ter some time I opened the PCO,”
he says.

“Day and night, it (PCO) was
then used by soldiers in Kargil to
call their families. The journal-
ists who were covering the war
would send their work through
my fax machine only,” says
Hassan, now 40, and a father of
two children.

Today, the PCO remains only
in the memories of the soldiers
and journalists, and Hassan him-
self. “Everything has changed

Uduma, along with two other villages, has about 1,500 sailors . Shaju Philip

to shipwrecks, those attacked by
pirates...,” says Palakkunnil
Kutty, 60, who quit as a sailor in
2014 after working for 35 years.

The coastal region’s tryst
with sea faring began in the
1950s, when men from here
went to Mumbai to work in
shops and restaurants near the
shipping offices of Mumbai.

A K Abdulla Kunhi, 73,
moved to Mumbai in the 1960s
toworkin a tea stallowned by a
relative. “After my Class 10, I
boarded a bus to Mumbai to
work with my relative. The staff
of shipping companies nearby
were frequent customers at the
stall and I befriended some of
them. So when a ship was look-
ing for workers, one of them
asked me if I was interested. I
then obtained a certificate of
pre-sea training and joined as a
trainee seaman in 1967,” recalls
Kunhi.

After working in 36 ships
over40years, he retired in 2007
as “crew in-charge”. His son
Rasak A K has followed in his
footsteps and, after 15 yearsasa
sailor, is now Second Officerona
ship.

As the money the sailors sent
back home brought prosperity
to their families, more men
boarded buses and trains to
Mumbai to join ships as trainee
seamen. They registered with

now. Everyone has a mobile
phone now,” he adds. He shut
down the PCO in 2008.

The Indian Express visited the
spot where it was then located. A
big building now stands in its
place and hardly anyone re-
members the phone booth.

Initially, he ran only a phone
service, but later bought a fax
machine as well.

“Since so many people asked
about it, I purchased that ma-
chine for Rs 40,000 from Delhi
in 1998,” he says.

What made Hassan stay back
withawaroverhead? “It was the
only PCO then in the area. So
there was an option for me to
shut it and go back home, but I
would always thinkifI close the
PCO, then how will soldiers talk

the Seamen Employment Office
in Mumbai and waited for their
turn.

“We are lucky to have toured
the entire world without paying.
In those days, a ship would be
anchored in a port town for sev-
eral weeks, exposing the crew to
a world-class life,” says P V
Kunhikannan, 64, another re-
tired sailor from Uduma.

However, some of the early
sailors of Uduma recall that in
the 1970s and 80s, there were
few means to communicate
with family members while
they were sailing. “Urgent alerts
from the family, say, the death of
relatives or similar incidents,
would reach the ship as radio
messages from the shipping of-
fice. Otherwise, the letters we
wrote from wherever the ship
was anchored were the only
means to communicate, Letters
used to take a month to reach
home. After working in a ship for
eight to nine months, we would
get off at the nearest port and
then fly to Mumbai. On reaching
Mumbai, we would catch a bus
to Kasaragod,” says Jayaprakash
VK.

The village is replete with
stories of men who went miss-
ing in the sea and those held
hostage by pirates. In February
this year, Amit Kumar, 35, went
missing while the ship he was

to their families and how would
journalists send their work,” he
says.

He recalls how his days and
night were filled with fear. “Once
the army launched an attack
from Kargil and then Pakistan re-
taliated. That night there was in-
tense shelling. For the first time
during the period, I left town in
the midnight. But, I returned to
the shop the morning,” he says.
“When the situation turned
worse; I even put sandbags out-
side my PCO, after an army offi-
cer suggested that it can stop
(shells).”

Today he works as an electri-
cal contractor. “I earned a lot of
money that time, but whenever
we think today about those
times, I think about the risks we

working on was cruising some-
where on the Red Sea.

Speaking of the time he was
held hostage by pirates, 26-year-
old Sree Unni says, “Last year, the
oil tanker I was on was attacked
by pirates off Benin in West
Africa, and 22 of us were in the
custody of pirates for a week.
They wanted to pilfer oil, but
when their plan failed, they re-
leased us.”

A cook, Unni who is setting
sail next month, his first after the
hijacking incident.

The sea has continued to be
a draw for the younger genera-
tion too, many of them educated
and with technical degrees.
There are around 80 young
sailors from the three village
panchayats who work either as
engineers or captains on board
foreign cargo ships.

Sreeju Chitran, 30, is now a
Second Officer with a foreign
cargo ship, while his elder bother
Shaiju Chitran, 34, is the captain
of another ship.

“While earlier, shipping firms
used to recruit candidates and
train them on the job, now they
prefer those with some training
or those who have passed
courses offered by the Indian
Maritime University,” says
Sreeju, who joined as a junior of-
ficer after a degree course in
nautical science.

were taking to earn money...but
[ am happy that I helped the
journalists to do their jobs and
army men to reach to their fam-
ilies,” he says.

At Hassan’s home, the fax
machine has been wrapped up
and stowed away.

“Idon’t know if it works now.
It is the time of mobile phones
now. There are so many shops in
Kargil now which have fax ma-
chines,” he says.

Having lived through the
war, he hopes for peace now. “I
pray to god that it never happens
again. I am witness to the last
war and I know that it only
brings destruction. People have
suffered in the past and I don’t
want to see such situation ever,”
he says.

not have enmity with anyone in
the village.

Lakhan’s 80-year-old mother
said, “Who will take care of our
family now..Idon’tevenreceive
my widow pension despite my
son going to the block office sev-
eral times to get the issue re-

solved...”

Lakhan’s 17-year-old son
Suraj said that since the past one
month, his father had made “at
least 15 trips” to the block office.
Birbal Mahato, a relative from
whom Lakhan had borrowed
money, said, “He had taken
Rs 30,000 from me. I never pres-
sured him to repay, but he re-
mained tense over the repay-
ment.”

Three other villagers, Bhim
Yadav, Raju Mahato and Subham
Mahato are among those who
got their dug wells constructed.
They said that they had taken
loans from friends, under the
Kisan Credit Card and sold their
buffaloes to arrange for the
money. “We haven’t been paid
Rs 1.5 lakh each since the past
one year,” they said.

BDO Kumar said that there
has been a backlog of payment
in the district as well as the state.
“Ideally, a person should not pay
from his own pocket, but due to
lack of funds, payment for mate-
rials were delayed to the ven-
dors. So, many people used
money from their own pocket.”

Tiger count likely to
rise as conservation
efforts ramp up

PM to release all-India estimate today

VIVEK DESHPANDE
NAGPUR, JULY 28

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
will release the four-yearly report
of the All-India tiger estimation
on Monday, on the occasion of
World Tiger Day.

According to officials familiar
with the report’s findings, the
overall count of tigers in the
country is set to increase by
about 400-450.

The estimate includes only
independent adult tigers and not
those under the care of mothers.

“With the grid area (the
smallest part checked for a tiger
presence) reduced from four to
two square kilometres, and with
more trap cameras used this
time, about 80 per cent of the
tigers have been directly caught
on camera, lending more credi-
bility to the whole process. It was
about 65 per cent the last time. It
means the business of extrapo-
lating the figures from a sample
to the whole landscape has also
been vastly reduced,” Wildlife
Institute of India Director V B
Mathur told The Indian Express.

WII authored the report
jointly with the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA)
and state Forest Departments.

Mathur, however, refused to
give out any specific numbers.
“But thereis a good increase. And
interestingly, we have tigers now
even in many areas that had no
tiger presence,” he added.

In 2014, the country had reg-
istered the presence of 2,226
tigers. According to officials fa-
miliar with this time’s report,
that figure s likely to be between
2600 and 2,700, with Karnataka
likely contributing 100 and
Maharashtra about 70 more
tigers to their 2014 tally. A senior
Madhya Pradesh official said,
“our number is going to be far, far
better than in 2014, anywhere
between 350 to 400.”

Sources said, “a significant

rise in numbers this time, how-
ever, is from non-protected ar-
eas.” Asked whatled to the “good
increase”, Mathur said, “in the
forest survey, we have seen how
there has been an increase in
green cover. Add toita good con-
servation effort. But we have to
also grant it to the species, which
isafastbreeder. Also, more inten-
sive mapping of all landscapes
deploying more trap cameras
and reducing the smallest survey
area results in greater statistical
rigour. So, maybe, some of the
tigers were there earlier but have
actually been verified this time.”

A senior Maharashtra Forest
official said, “a tiger breeds faster
when there is good preybase. So
if tiger numbers have increased,
it also means the preybase, too,
has improved. It also means that
the natality rate has outpaced
the mortality rate, less poaching
pressure and reduction in biotic
pressure due torehabilitation of
people outside forests.”

India’s leading wildlife crime
expert and central India direc-
tor of the Wildlife Protection
Society of India, Nitin Desai, said,
“apart from other contributing
factors, a near-absence of organ-
ised poaching, particularly from
the central Indian landscape
since 2013, too, has helped.”

Asked if more tigers, partic-
ularly in areas they were previ-
ously not seen, means more
conflict with humans, Mathur
said, “there will be these chal-
lenges. Indian forests can cer-
tainly accommodate more
tigers since now we have also
started taking care of corridors,
are doing mitigation efforts in
linear projects and have
adopted a landscape approach
to conservation...”

About the safety of these
tigers found in new human-
dominated landscapes, Mathur
said, “the beauty of the Wildlife
Protection Act is that it offers
protection to wildlife wherever
itis found. So, it should help.”

3 of 7 killed in Bastar
encounter identified, two
more shootouts reported

Raipur: A day after seven alleged
Maoists were killed in an en-
counter in Bastar district, senior
police officials said on Sunday
three of the deceased have been
identified, and confirmed that
the group that was camped in
the Tiriya forest included senior
members of the party. They also
said there were two more ex-
changes of fire in Bastar on
Sunday, one in Narayanpur and
the other in Dantewada, where
no injuries or fatalities were re-
ported.

P Sundar Raj, DIG, Anti Naxal
Operations said the three mem-
bers identified were important
personnel of the Andhra Odisha
Border Special Zonal Committee
(AOBSZC). “They are area com-
mittee member Sitta, a resident

of Chintagoopi village in
Visakhapatnam, who was a
member of the AOBSZC supply
team. Somulu, who is likely from
Bijapur district was also amem-
ber of the supply team and
Shanthi who was a member of
the AOBSZC military platoon,”
he said.

Senior police officials said
further inquiries in the area re-
vealed the presence of senior
Maoist members as well.

“When Maoists flee, they
tend to protect their senior
cadre. Of the group of fifty that
were at the spot of the encounter
(Saturday), there were some
senior members of the AOBSZC,
perhaps even members of the
zonal committee itself,” a senior
officer said. ENS
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RESPONDING TO a query in the Lok
Sabha on Friday, Babul Supriyo,
Minister of State for the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, shared the all-India and state-
wise data of all industries that emit
highly polluting toxins.

As the table alongside shows, both
inabsolute terms and as a proportion
of the total, Maharashtra and Gujarat
have the most number of polluting in-
dustries that have still not complied
with the pollution control norms.
Between them, these two big states
account for more than 53 per cent of
all non-compliant industries in the
country.

According to the data furnished by
the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), there were a total of 4,264
highly polluting industries in India.
Out of these, 518 industries are still
non-complaint. The CPCB hasissued a
total of 156 closure directions till now.
However, legal cases have been filed
against only five units — all of which
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EXPLAINED

TELLING NUMBERS

Maharashtra, Gujarat have the
most numbers of non-compliant
polluting factories

Representational image

Tamil Nadu led the states that have
the best compliance levels; it had zero
non-compliant industries. Uttar
Pradesh, too, stands out with just 25
non-compliant industries, which,
however, is just a blip when compared
to the total number of highly pollut-
ing industries in the state. As things
stand, CPCB has issued closure direc-
tions to 24 of these.

Keeping Tamil Nadu company are
some of the most resource-rich states
such as Odisha, which has just 3 non-
complaint industries out of 174, and
Chhattisgarh, which has just 6 such
industries out of the total 163.

are in Maharashtra.
States and Total Non-complying Closure Legal Action
UTs Industries Directions Filed

Issued

AndhraPradesh 243 22 1 0
Chhattisgarh 163 6 1 0
Gujarat 517 97 24 0
Haryana 161 5 2 0
Karnataka 246 15 12 0
Maharashtra 480 179 31 5
Odisha 174 3 0 0
Rajasthan 161 20 2 0
Tamil Nadu 156 0 0 0
Telangana 310 69 40 0
Uttar Pradesh 942 25 24 0
West Bengal 131 24 9 0
Total 4264 518 156 5

Source: Lok Sabha question

THIS WORD MEANS

DEEPFAKE

The artificial intelligence software that can change
videos marks a new frontier for fake news

DEEPFAKE IS a portmanteau of “deep
learning” and “fake”. It is an Artificial
Intelligence (Al) software that superim-
poses a digital composite on to an exist-
ing video (or audio). The origin of the
word “deepfake” can be traced back to
2017 when a Reddit user, with the user-
name “deepfakes”, posted explicit videos
of celebrities.

“The term first rose to prominence
when Motherboard reported on a Reddit
user who was using Al to superimpose the
faces of film stars on to existing porn
videos, creating (with varying degrees of
realness) porn starring Emma Watson, Gal
Gadot, Scarlett Johansson and an array of
other female celebrities,” a report in The
Guardian said. In June this year, a deepfake

video surfaced that showed Mark
Zuckerberg saying that he is in total con-
trol of the stolen data of billions of people.

Deepfakes are created by machine
learning models, which use neural net-
works to manipulate images and videos.
A model such as this “analyses video
footage until it is able algorithmically to
transpose the ‘skin’ of one human face on
to the movements of another — as if ap-
plying a latex mask,” a separate report in
The Guardian said.

The debate around “deepfakes” has
been rekindled recently with the popu-
larity of applications such as FaceApp (for
photo-editing) and DeepNude ( that pro-
duces fake nudes of women).
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KAVITHAIYER
MUMBAI, JULY 28

THE EASTERN part of the Mumbai Metro-
politan Region (MMR) was inundated over
the weekend after the townships of Kalyan,
Ulhasnagar, Murbad and Ambernath all re-
ceived around 300 mm rain in the 24 hours
ending 8 am on July 27. Almost exactly ayear
earlier, the twin satellite towns of Vasai-Virar
had been all but cut off from Mumbai for two
days as floods snapped rail and road links.
The MMR, which sprawls over more
than 10 times the geographical area of
Mumbai, is dotted by semi-rural areas and
municipalities that sometimes serve as dor-
mitory townships for India’s financial cap-
ital. What makes this coastal urban agglom-
eration prone to flooding of the kind seen
inThane district over Friday and Saturday?

Reckless construction

Many of Mumbai'’s satellite towns are lo-
cated along the Kalu, Ulhas, Waldhuni, and
Bhatsa rivers that shimmy down the MMR,

passing through thickly populated areas in-
cluding Ulhasnagar, Titwala, Badlapur,
Vithalwadi,and Ambernath. All these areas
have seen a massive spurt in construction
activity over the past two to three decades —
and almost all these rivers have the prob-
lems that come with unplanned urbanisa-
tion: encroachments, illegal sand dredging,
dumping of effluents, and construction ac-
tivity on their floodplains.

A March 2015 study prepared for the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development
Authority (MMRDA) reported that forest
cover in the MMR had fallen from about a
third of the total area in 1987 to 21%in 2015.
Wastelands, floodplains, mangrove areas, all
have seen construction activity. Saturday’s
overhead images from Naval choppers
showed the Mahalaxmi Express marooned
in what seems to be the floodplains of the
Ulhas river. Railway officials say the line was
originally a good distance away from the
river’s buffer areas, but unplanned construc-
tion along both banks has rendered the
tracks vulnerable to submergence when the
river is in spate, with the city’s drains emp-

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

AN INTER-ministerial committee (IMC) that
was set up to assess the viability of virtual
currencies has recommended that India
should ban private cryptocurrencies such as
Bitcoin. The detailed report of the IMC was
submitted on February 28 but it was made
public only on July 23. It is available on the
Department of Economic Affairs’ website.

What are virtual currencies?

Avirtual currency is a digital representa-
tion of value that can be digitally traded and
functions as (a) a medium of exchange, and/
or (b) a unit of account, and/or (c) a store of
value, but, unlike fiat currency like the rupee,
it is not legal tender and does not have the
backing of a government. A cryptocurrency
is a subset of virtual currencies, and is decen-
tralised, and protected by cryptography.

What are Distributed Ledger
Technologies and Blockchain?

Imagine a small group of school friends
maintaining a list of transactions among
themselves, but with a twist: Instead of hold-
ing this list in one single computer or in the
notebook of one of the group members or
authorising some outside authority (say,
their class teacher) to maintain (and update)
thelist, all of them decide to maintain a sep-
arate copy of the list in their personal com-
puters. Every time they transact, the rest of
the members verify the transaction and once
it is verified by all, they update their list.
Further, to make sure that none of them
changes records of the past transactions in
their personal list, they decide to place each
transaction as a block, and to stack it one af-
ter the other in a sequence. This way, no one
can tweak the details of any past transactions
because the overall sequence will not match
with sequences held by others. Lastly, to
make sure that no other child from the school
gets to know the details, they devise a code (a
cypher) for all their communications related
to the list.

Broadly speaking, this is how Distributed
Ledger Technologies, and Blockchain, in par-
ticular, function. DLT refers to technologies
that involve the use of independent comput-
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Understanding cryptocurrencies:
what’s to like, and what’s to fear

The absence of regulation is the most appealing aspect of a cryptocurrency. It is also the most dangerous

COMPARISON OF REGULATORY TREATMENT OF CRYPTOCURRENCIES IN DIFFERENT JURISDICTIONS

LegalTender No No
Payment No (but barter is No
Method permitted via
exchanges)
Investment Yes (but only No
Token through exchanges)
Crypto Yes No
Exchanges

ers (also referred to as nodes) to record, share,
and synchronise transactions in their respec-
tive electronic ledgers. Keeping such distrib-
uted ledgers obviates the need for keeping
the data centralised, as is done in a traditional
ledger. All virtual currencies use DLT.

Atransaction under DLT essentially refers
to the transfer of “value” from one to another.
This “value” could be any record of owner-
ship of assets — money, security, land titles —
or the record of specific information such as
information about one’s identity or health
information, etc. That is why DLT has appli-
cations in several fields.

Blockchain is a specific kind of DLT that
came to prominence after Bitcoin, a cryp-
tocurrency that used it, became popular.
Cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin use codes
to encrypt transactions and stack themupin
blocks, creating Blockchains. It is the use of
codes that differentiates cryptocurrencies
from other virtual currencies.

What is the IMC’s view on DLT and
cryptocurrencies?

The first thing to understand is that the
IMC recognises the potential of DLT and
Blockchain. The IMCaccepts that internation-
ally, the application of DLT is being explored
in the areas of trade finance, mortgage loan
applications, digital identity management or
KYC requirements, cross-border fund trans-
fers and clearing and settlement systems. To

No No No No No
Yes Yes Yes Yes (subject to Yes
registration (and
requirement) transactions
are taxed)
Yes (but Yes (but they Regulationis  Yes,with Yes
transactions are only silentonthis, some conditions
must comply issued by govt butitis under
with securitieslaws) approved portals) consideration
The guidelines Yes Yes, but only Yes, subject to Yes
are silent through some laws
registered on exchanges
exchanges

that extent, it recommends the Department
of Economic Affairs (within the Finance
Ministry) to take necessary measures to fa-
cilitate the use of DLT in the entire financial
field after identifying its uses. The IMC also
recommends that regulators — RBI, SEBI,
IRDA, PFRDA, and IBBI — explore evolving ap-
propriate regulations for development of DLT
in their respective areas.

However, the IMC has recommended a
ban on “private” cryptocurrencies. In other
words, itis open to a cryptocurrency that the
RBI may unveil. The IMC’s view is that it
“would be advisable to have an open mind
regarding the introduction of an official dig-
ital currency in India”. It noted that the RBI
Act has the enabling provisions to permit
the central government to approve a
“Central Bank Digital Currency” (CBDC) as
legal tender in India.

Why have private cryptocurrencies
attracted aban?

While it is true that the technology used
invirtual currencies has immense potential,
without a central regulating authority, they
can have numerous downsides. The IMC’s
first concern is that non-official virtual cur-
rencies can be used to defraud consumers,
particularly unsophisticated consumers or
investors. The IMC gives the example of the
Rs 2,000 crore scam involving GainBitcoin
in India where investors were duped by a

Ponzi scheme. Moreover, such currencies of-
ten experience tremendous volatility in
their value. For example, Bitcoin was selling
at $20,000 per coin in December 2017 but
in less than a year, it was trading at $3,800
per coin. Ina country where lakhs of traders
get involved in such currencies, this could
have huge implications.

Second, scaling up such a currency sys-
tem over a large population would require
crippling levels of energy resources.
Currencies such as Bitcoin require humon-
gous processing power. According to areport
by the Bank of International Settlement,
Bitcoin processing already uses as much en-
ergy as is used by Switzerland; it called this
an environmental disaster.

Third, the IMC is worried that if private
cryptocurrencies are allowed to function as
legal tender, the RBI would lose control over
the monetary policy and financial stability,
as it would not be able to keep a tab on the
money supply in the economy.

Fourth, the anonymity of private digi-
tal currencies make them vulnerable to
money laundering and use in terrorist fi-
nancing activities while making law en-
forcement difficult.

Fifth, there is no grievance redressal
mechanism in such a system, as all transac-
tions are irreversible.

It is for these broad reasons that the IMC
singled out private cryptocurrencies for a ban.

What’s behind Iconic Tourist Sites initiative?

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

DURING HER Budget speech earlier this
month, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said that 17 “Iconic Tourist Sites” in the coun-
try would be developed by the government
“into world class tourist destinations, to serve
as a model for other tourism sites”. The initia-
tive was aimed at enhancing India’s soft power.

The Sites

Taj Mahal and Fatehpur Sikri (Uttar
Pradesh), Ajanta & Ellora (Maharashtra),
Humayun’s Tomb, Red Fort and Qutub Minar
(Delhi), Colva (Goa), Amer Fort (Rajasthan),
Somnath and Dholavira (Gujarat), Khajuraho
(Madhya Pradesh), Hampi (Karnataka),
Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu), Kaziranga
(Assam), Kumarakom (Kerala) and the
Mahabodhi Temple (Bihar).

The Vision
Union Tourism and Culture Minister

Bhatsa
Maharashtra river
Kalu
river
MAHARASHTRA Ulhas
Mumbai

tying into the railway areas simultaneously.

Worst-affected rivers

The Mithi in spate caused much of the
havoc on July 26, 2005, when a cloudburst
dumped 944 mm of rain on Mumbai within
aspan of 24 hours; the overflowing Ulhas is
likely to be blamed for parts of Ulhasnagar
going under on Friday evening and Saturday.

Picnickers at aresort onits banks had to
be rescued. The river passes through
Badlapur and Vangani, where the dramatic

Among the chosen sites are the Taj Mahal in Agra and the Qutub Minar in Delhi.

Prahlad Patel told The Indian Express, “The
government is looking at overall develop-
ment from the tourism point of view in and
around these sites — which includes roads
and infrastructure, hotels and lodges, con-
nectivity and access”. As such, several min-
istries, from Railways to Civil Aviation, will
be involved, while the Tourism Ministry will
be the nodal agency. In keeping with interna-

rescue of train passengers took place.

The winding Ulhas flows 120-plus km
from its source in the Sahyadris to the
Arabian Sea via Vasai creek, passing the pic-
turesque Karat and Neral regions, and re-
ceiving waters from as far as the Palasdhari
dam, the Poshir river, Chikoli dam, Barvi
dam, before merging with the confluence
of the Bhatsa and Kalu rivers. Multiple ar-
eas along its banks — Shahad, Ambivali,
Dombivali, Kongaon, Mothagaon,
Ambernath, Ulhasnagar and Badlapur —
were affected on Friday and Saturday.

The Kalu river’s overflowing waters
caused some parts of Titwala to be flooded,
while the much less urbanised Vasind-
Asangaon area were inundated by overflow
from the Bhatsa river.

What can be done?

Will cleaning up these rivers reduce the
likelihood of floods?

There are over 20 reservoirs/dams
within the municipal limits of urban local
bodies in the MMR. Modaksagar and Tansa,
which serve Mumbai, were already over-

tional standards, interventions in and around
the monuments will have elements of uni-
versal accessibility, green technology, and
enhanced security for tourists.

The Funding

The Tourism Ministry has been allocated

Rs 1,378 crore for the development of

tourism infrastructure. This is only margin-

flowing. Villages on the banks of the
Vaitarnariver had been issued their annual
warning over a week back. On Sunday, one
floodgate of the Middle Vaitarna Dam, lo-
cated further north on the Vaitarna river,
was opened.

But downstream villages along the
banks of these rivers are no longer alone in
danger of inundation. As natural adaptation
and flood resilient geography is broken
down by unplanned construction activity.
Holding ponds, mangroves, wetlands, salt
pan lands, and other buffers have disap-
peared. Much of the devastation in Vasai-
Virar on the two days of flooding in July
2018 was linked to the choking of the creek
areas, and at least some of the latest flood-
related damage will be found connected to
the upstream damage to the rivers’ ecology.

The 13 west-flowing rivers and their 21
tributaries are important natural floodwa-
ter drainage systems for the region. At a
wider level, the problem of where the MMR
gets its drinking water also comes into play
— multiple dams on these rivers are in var-
ious stages of construction or planning, in-

ally more than the allocationsin 2017-18 (Rs
1,151 crore) and 2018-19 (Rs 1,330 crore).

Role of ASI

A spokesperson of the Archaeological
Survey of India told The Indian Express, “We
have not yet received any plan or proposal
from the Tourism Ministry about the proj-
ect mentioned in the Budget... Meanwhile,
upgradation and facelift projects at many of
these listed sites are already on; some such
as Red Fort and Qutub Minar even nearing
completion”.

Status of ‘Adopt a Heritage’
scheme

Many of these monuments were opened
up for adoption in late 2017 under the
Ministry of Tourism’s Adopt a Heritage
scheme. The Red Fort was adopted by the
Dalmia Group, while the Qutub Minar and
the Ajanta Caves were adopted by Yatra
Online. But the momentum of the scheme
has slowed down since, and only 11 MoUs
have been signed so far.

What caused weekend flooding outside Mumbai; what can be done?

cluding the Kalu, Shai, Gargai, Pinjal, Poshir
and Barvi dams. The unplanned densifica-
tion of townships downstream of these
dams makes the responsibilities of these
municipalities that much more grave.

The population of the ‘Rest of MMR', ex-
cluding Mumbai, has grown from 18 lakh
in 1971 to 106 lakh according to the 2011
Census, a number that does not account for
more recent additions of peri-urban areas
into the MMR. Decadal growth rate of pop-
ulation for parts of the MMR excluding
Mumbai was found to be nearly 55 per cent.
There are also large industrial belts in the
MMR — those across the TTC (Trans-Thane
Creek) area, Taloja, Waghle Estate,
Dombivali, Ambernath, Bhiwandi, etc.

An overhaul of municipal amenities in
these regions, planned in a holistic way that
takes into account sustainable water needs,
sustainable water supply solutions, likely
floodwaters from new reservoirs and dams
in the region, maintaining buffer zones that
are no-go areas for construction, will be the
minimum requirement for flood-proofing
this region.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

PATIENTS AND VICTIMS

Investigations into faulty hip implants highlight the urgent
need for a law to regulate medical devices

AST YEAR, A series of reports in this paper revealed the traumatic experiences

of Indian patients who had received faulty hip implants manufactured by the

pharma major, Johnson and Johnson. Another investigation by this paper, last

week, has revealed that Johnson and Johnson paid hefty compensations to US
patients who had received the defective implants. In India, however, the company has
challenged government orders to compensate 4,700 patients who had undergone hip
replacement surgeries. The reports also highlight that the story is more than that of cor-
porate negligence. That Johnson and Johnson continues to brazen it out in India has much
to do with the regulatory deficit in the country.

The investigations pertain to implants manufactured under two brand names, ASR
and Pinnacle. Both products are not in the market currently. Johnson and Johnson re-
called ASR from the global market in 2010, while Pinnacle was withdrawn in 2013. But
recalling a medical device is not like recalling a consumer product. Defective implants
can cause crippling pain — even death. Patients who receive such implants need regular
monitoring. In several countries, registries track the health of such patients. In fact, Johnson
and Johnson'’s recalling of ASR owes to the more than 15 warnings, between 2007 and
2009, issued to it by the Australian Joint Registry (though the company describes its de-
cision as “voluntary”). Pinnacle was pulled out of the market after a flurry of lawsuits in
the US alerted the country's Food and Drug Administration (FDA) about the device's de-
fects. In India, in contrast, regulators were slow to react. Maharashtra’s FDA red-flagged
ASR a few months after Johnson and Johnson withdrew the product from the global mar-
ket. But it took another year for the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation to ban
the import of ASR. Another year went by before the drug regulator issued an advisory to
orthopaedic surgeons asking them to not implant ASR. These delays are significant be-
cause last year, Johnson and Johnson told a Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) expert committee that it cannot trace as many as 3,600 patients who under-
went surgeries involving the faulty implant. That India did not have a joint registry when
these surgeries happened has compounded the problem. The want of a registry has also
come in the way of ascertaining the damage caused by Pinnacle. Johnson and Johnson
claims that it has no adverse reports of the device in the country. However, reports in this
paper have highlighted the trauma of at least seven patients with Pinnacle implants.

In 2017, the MoHFW issued the Medical Devices Rules. However, the country’s base
legislation on implants continues to be the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940, which does
not have the scope to cover most modern devices, including hip implants. The Indian or-
thopaedic device market is valued at over 450 million dollars and is expected to grow by
30 per cent per year till 2025. The investigations into faulty hip implants bring out the
urgent need for a law to regulate medical devices.

SWEET START

Not hiking FRP for sugarcane is welcome. Transparent pricing
formula, freedom for farmers to sell to any mill is way ahead

HE NARENDRA MODI government has done well not to hike the fair and remu-

nerative price (FRP) for sugarcane in the ensuing 2019-20 crushing season from

October. The FRP has been retained at the current level of Rs 275 per quintal,

linked to a basic sugar recovery of 10 per cent from cane, despite Maharashtra
state elections that are due in just over two months. The decision is clearly an acceptance
of ground reality, wherein mills are struggling to pay even the existing FRP. As on July 15,
Maharashtra mills had cane arrears of Rs 805.76 crore, against the total FRP payments of
Rs 23,173.29 crore for the 2018-19 season. It is even worse in Uttar Pradesh, where out of
the cane worth Rs 33,046.76 crore bought at the state government’s “advised” price (SAP)
of Rs 315-320 per quintal — almost equal to the Centre’s FRP at an average sugar recovery
of 11.48 per cent for this season — mills have paid only Rs 24,535.65 crore till July 25.

At the root of mounting cane dues is politics of a destructive kind. Fixing cane prices
totally out of sync with sugar realisations benefits neither mills nor farmers. Mills are
supposed to pay the FRP (or SAP) within 14 days of cane delivery. But that requires access
to working capital. Banks normally extend cash credit up to 85 per cent of the value of sugar
stocks. That, at present ex-factory prices of Rs 31.5 per kg and 11.5 per cent sugar recov-
ery, works out to Rs 308 per quintal of cane. Moreover, mills can use only about 85 per cent
of this borrowed money to fund cane purchases and the rest for meeting other working
expenses. It means that mills today cannot afford to pay more than Rs 262 per quintal.
Farmers are better off getting this price immediately rather than not being paid at all.
Politicians may earn brownie points by announcing high cane prices. But how does it
help, if these only lead to unpaid dues even at the end of the season.

Not hiking the FRP is a good start; so is the move to create a four million tonnes (mt)
buffer stock on which the Centre will bear the interest and storage costs. Given record es-
timated closing stocks of 14.5 mt for September 30, this should at least help prices from
falling further when the new crushing season begins. But the Modi government should go
further and push states — at least UP, Maharashtra and now Karnataka, where the BJPisin
power — to implement the Rangarajan Committee formula, of paying farmers 70 per cent
of the total revenues of mills from sale of sugar and primary byproducts (molasses, bagasse
and press mud) as cane price. A transparent pricing formula, combined with freedom for
farmers to sell to any mill sans any cane area reservation, should be the path forward.
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ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY

DOES DEMOCRACY CONTAIN withinitself the
seeds of its own weakening? Does it have an
inner adversary? These questions have long
agitated the minds of political thinkers. Given
what is happening in the US, Brazil and India
— all producing stunning election victories in
recent times — itis time to pay attention to the
internal paradoxes of democracies.

Abrief history of ideas would be in order.
Some of the democratic questioning goes all
the way back to the ancient city-states of
Greece, butlet us begin with the 1830s. That s
when democracy, afterits modern birth in the
United States a few decades earlier, began its
political spread in Europe. Franchise — or who
could vote — was the big issue. By the 1830s,
the US had already granted the right to vote
to all adult white males, amounting to nearly
40 per cent of the population. With franchise
at 18 per cent, Britain was considerably be-
hind. In the 1860s, when Britain debated
whether franchise should be extended, John
Stuart Mill, one of the most prominent British
voices of the time and a father of modern lib-
eralism, argued, “I regard it as wholly inad-
missible that any person should participate in
the suffrage without being able to read, write
and, I will add, perform the common opera-
tions of arithmetic... Universal teaching must
precede universal enfranchisement.”

India’s debates, six to eight decades later,
went against Mill. On how to think about
democracy, the most decisive voice was
Jawaharlal Nehru'’s. Labelled as an incorrigi-
ble elitist in power circles today, Nehru, in fact,
defended universal franchise on the premise
that “each person should be treated as having
equal political and social value”. He did not
trust the elite to understand and represent
subaltern interests. Ambedkar held a similar
view, and thus was born the idea that even
though India was a mere 17-18 per cent liter-
ate in 1947, the poor and illiterate masses had
the right to vote. Mill thought giving voting
rights to the uneducated would undermine
democracy; Nehru and Ambedkar believed
the opposite. Disenfranchising the plebian
voices would cripple democracy.

Though some polities, especially a few
American states, continue to have severe voter
registration requirements that effectively dis-
enfranchise the poor, universal franchise is
now a worldwide democratic norm. Modern
democracy is inconceivable without elections.

But one should briefly pause to consider

IN GOooD FAITH
AAKASH SINGH RATHORE

FEMINIST THEOLOGIANS have long held that
male depictions of gods serve to reinforce pa-
triarchy. This elicits the question: Do god-
desses serve inany way to subvert patriarchy?
In Mary Daly’s classic, Beyond God the
Father, the feminist (Catholic) theologian ex-
amined religion as a major cause of women'’s
repression over the last 3,000 years. Daly’s
work exposed the foundational misogyny in
religion which continues to flourish. Daly
made this claim despite the long-standing
theological stance that God of the Abrahamic
religions is unsexed. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church, for example, states: “God is
neither man nor woman: He is God”. God'’s
gender ought to be understood as figurative.
But when we turn to symbolism, ritual and
informal practice, a different story emerges;
one where God is gendered, where incarnate
God — the son — or prophets or deified per-
sons, are also male. Philosophies, religious
symbols, juridical norms and other ideas sta-
bilise and justify patriarchal dominance and
attribute it to inherent natural reasons and not
to mere social causes. Beyond merely natural-
ising patriarchy, the maleness/masculinity of
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Political analysts all over the
world understand the
magnitude of Modi’s
electoral success. But they
are also asking: How does
his regime perform on civil
liberties — on freedom of
expression, religious practice
and association? And is he,
or his party, by any chance
interpreting their electoral
victory as a mandate to
restrict civil freedoms? If so,
then electoral democracy
might well become the inner
adversary of citizens’
freedoms. It will be one
dimension of democracy
versus another, as the
electoral triumph is allowed
to ride roughshod over the
democratically desirable
freedoms.
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WORDLY WISE
SUGAR SOLVES LOTS OF PROBLEMS,

THAT'S WHAT I THINK.
— STEPHEN KING

Democratic ambivalence

Modi, Trump and Bolsonaro are great election winners,
but their stance on civil liberties is seen as questionable

an important objection to elections. Jean
Jacques Rousseau, a great modern political
thinker, argued that democracy is about reg-
ular, local-level, mass participation in deci-
sion-making, not periodic elections. It is also
sometimes argued that contemporary China’s
view of democracy is Rousseauvian, empha-
sising people’s participation in local govern-
ments, not elections to select rulers in Beijing
and provincial capitals.

However, few accept this principle today.
“No elections,nodemocracy” is now a widely
accepted dictum, as elections have become
the incontestable foundation of political
power in a democracy. There is no other way
of figuring out who the people want as their
rulers. Local participation is not a substitute
for elections.

But s there more to democracy than elec-
tions? Modern democratic theory also asks:
What does an elected government do while
in power for four or five years? Especially im-
portant to democratic theory are three civil
liberties: Freedom of speech, freedom of as-
sociation and freedom of religious practice.
How free are the citizens to speak? Are the
people free to form non-governmental asso-
ciations, not simply political parties? How are
the religious groups, especially the minorities,
treated? Without these freedoms, a democ-
racy is only an electoral democracy. It is a
deeper and more meaningful democracy,
when such freedoms are not curbed. Elections
are necessary, not sufficient.

Consider the implications of these larger
arguments for India’s democracy. Of the 17
national elections since 1952, only in 2014 and
2019did the turnout exceed 65 per cent. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has won power in
India’s two most participatory elections.Inan
electoral sense, thisis a truly massive achieve-
ment. Nehru won three elections in a row, but
those were early days. The turnout was not as
high. If Modi wins another high turnout elec-
tion — let us say,in 2024 — his electoral record
will undoubtedly eclipse Nehru's.

Political analysts all over the world, there-
fore, understand the magnitude of Modi’s
electoral success. But they are also asking:
How does his regime perform on civil liber-
ties — on freedom of expression, religious
practice and association? And is he, or his
party, by any chance interpreting their elec-
toral victory asa mandate to restrict civil free-
doms? If so, then electoral democracy might

well become the inner adversary of citizens’
freedoms. It will be one dimension of democ-
racy versus another, as the electoral triumph
is allowed to ride roughshod over the demo-
cratically desirable freedoms.

The judgement of the world’s leading or-
ganisations, assessing democracy worldwide,
is worth considering. One of the largest such
sources, rising in international stature and ac-
claim, is currently located at the Varieties of
Democracy (V-Dem) Institute, University of
Gothenburg, Sweden. Not connected to any
political or partisan organisation, the V-Dem
Institute is entirely scholarly. It publishes the
‘V-Dem Annual Democracy Report’, which
democracy scholars and activists await every
year with great interest.

What did the annual report say about India
last year? “In India, the infringements in me-
dia freedoms and civil society activities of
democracy... following the election of a Hindu
nationalist government have started to un-
dermine the longest-standing and most pop-
ulous democracy in the Global South. Yet the
main indicators of core electoral aspects
democracy do not show significant decline.”

And what did the annual report proclaim
this year? That “autocratisation” is increasing
among “populous countries such as Brazil,
India and the United States”. By “autocrati-
sation”, the V-Dem report means decline of
civil liberties, including freedom for the me-
dia and civil society. Narenda Modi, Donald
Trump and Jair Bolsonaro are thus placed in
the same category. They are great election
winners, but their stance on civil freedoms
is questionable.

Should such scholarly assessments con-
cern Modi, who has just won another election,
placing him now electorally ahead of Trump
and Bolsonaro? How is he interpreting his en-
hanced electoral mandate? Would civil free-
doms be curbed on the argument that the
elections have authorised such restrictions?

Those who did not vote for the BJP but are
proud Indians, whose voices should matterin
a democracy, as well as the world outside,
await answers in the coming months.

The writer is director, Center for
Contemporary South Asia, Sol Goldman
Professor of nternational Studies and Social
Sciences, Professor of Political Science, Watson
Institute for International and Public Affairs,
Brown University

'THE DIVINE PATRIARCHY

Masculinity of gods reinforces gender inequality. Goddesses could subvert it

Philosophies, religious
symbols, juridical norms and
other ideas stabilise and
justify patriarchal
dominance and attribute it
to inherent natural reasons
and not to mere social
causes. Beyond merely
naturalising patriarchy, the
maleness/masculinity of
gods fixes it into the
cosmic order.

gods fixes it into the cosmic order.

RW Conant’s 1904 book, The Manly Christ,
isan obscene testimony to this. Conant asserts
the manliness of Jesus in order to make the in-
creasingly “feminised” religion, as he referred
to it, more attractive to the real men of the
working classes. As he stresses: “Christ stands
for the highest type of a strong, virile man,and
there was nothing effeminate about him.”

We could also look at the images of mas-
culinity, sex, and the body in Buddhism. An
example is available in the Ambattha Sutta
from the Dingha Nikaya in the Pali canon. The
Brahmin student Ambattha is sent by his fa-
mous teacher Pokkharasaati to find out if the
acclaimed Gautama is really a great man. He
should particularly learn whether Buddha
bears the 32 physical bodily characteristics of
a perfect man. Ambattha goes to meet
Buddha, and behaves insultingly toward him,
arrogating himself to a higher position as a
Brahmin over the lower-born Sakyas. Buddha
argues systematically that Kshatriyas are ac-
tually higher born than Brahmins by social
convention, but that he himself considers so-
cial convention less important than conduct
and wisdom. Buddha thus humbles the ex-
cessive pride of Ambattha and the student re-
turns to his teacher to narrate what has oc-
curred. Pokkharasaati is angered and goes

Jury 29,1979, ForTY YEARS AGO

SWEARING IN

ANINE-MEMBER COALITION ministry — the
first at the Centre — came into being when
Charan Singh, prime minister, and his col-
leagues were sworn in by President N
Sanjeeva Reddy. The ceremony took place in
the Ashoka Hall of Rashtrapati Bhavan,inan
atmosphere filled with perfume, thanks to
Raj Narain who went round with a bottle of
“attar”. Seven of the Cabinet members, in-
cluding Charan Singh, are from the Janata(S)
Party and P LKaushikis a Socialist. Y B Chavan
was the lone Congress nominee who took
the oath of office and secrecy. The appoint-
ment of six others of his party, which had
been announced in the morning, was can-

celled at night. A Rashtrapati Bhavan com-
munique issued in the night designated
Chavan deputy prime minister in charge of
the home ministry.

GovT WON'T LAST

THE LEADER OF the Janata Parliamentary
Party, Jagjivan Ram, said the Charan Singh
government would not last long. Speaking at
the national executive meeting of the Janata
Party, the former deputy prime minister said
Charan Singh’s group was in a minority. He
had forged “illogical alignments which could
not last long”. Both Jagjivan Ram and the
Janata Party chief, Chandra Shekhar, asserted
that their party would be able to eventually

himself to confront Buddha. However, upon
encountering Buddha and seeing thatindeed
he bears all the physical marks of a perfect
man, he ends up a convert.

Another masculinised body is that of
Hanuman. This god’s manliness is palpable in
the context of the highly masculine practice
of wrestling within akharas, which always and
everywhere occurs under the auspices of
Hanuman murtis. Young men, always men,
revere and model themselves upon the god.
A crucial part of this emulation lies in the
celibacy. In this framework, the seductive and
thus enervating feature of women'’s bodies,
and feminine wiles, plays arole.

Butif, asit seems, the male-sexed bodies of
gods serve to reinforce patriarchy, do god-
desses serve to subvert it?

Some powerful strands of feminismin the
West assume so. Interventionsin Indian fem-
inism, however, generally disagree. Rajeswari
Sundar Rajan, for example, in her essay ‘Is the
Hindu Goddess a Feminist?’, throws into
doubt the emancipatory value of the Stree-
Shakti trope. Everyone seems to agree, how-
ever, that powerful goddesses do offer poten-
tial opportunities for anti-patriarchal action.

The writer is visiting professor of philosophy at
Jawaharlal Nehru University

prove its majority in the Lok Sabha.

CONGRESS UNCERTAIN
CHARAN SINGH MUST have got the message:
The contradictions in the combination he
heads have come to the fore earlier than ex-
pected. The hitch that cropped up in Congress
nominees not taking oath of office was not
over any programme. The party simply had
too many claimants. Even'Y B Chavan would
have stayed back but for the fact that the
Congress did not want the impression to go
round that the alliance with the Janata (S) was
off. No one doubts that the situation created
within the Congress over the distribution of
ministerships will evade solution for long.
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Tom & Jerry iIn West Asia

Like the iconic cartoon mouse, Iran is using brinkmanship, asymmetrical military tactics against the US

RAMIN JAHANBEGLOO

THE SEIZURE of an oil tanker bearing the
British flag by the naval forces of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) on July 21 is
indicative of the ongoing tension between Iran
and the US and its allies. Through this move,
the Iranian authorities have shown once again
that they are determined to emphasise Iran’s
hegemonic role in the Middle East and to
strongly underline Iran’s regional power in the
Strait of Hormuz and the Persian Gulf. As ten-
sions have risen between the USand Iran over
recent months, the absence of a diplomatic
back channel to defuse incidents and potential
blow-ups is being felt. We can add to this the
fact that the US has not taken any visible re-
taliatory action, denying Tehran an opportu-
nity for the showdown it seems to want.
General Kenneth F McKenzie Jr, the US
Central Command commander gave an ex-
planation for this measured American ap-
proach by saying: “We shouldn’t fall into the
trap of some form of overreaction. So our re-
sponse is going to be very calm, taken in con-
cert with the international community.” But
the US-Iran cat and mouse game has been
analysed on the Iranian side as a Tom and
Jerry cartoon, where the mouse appears clev-
erer and more astute than the cat. As a mat-
ter of fact, during a gathering on May 23 in
Tehran, Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei invoked the US-Iran tensions by
making an allusion to the Hanna-Barbera
classic. “The US has committed all kinds of
animosity to hit the Islamic Republic and has
plotted various political, economic, military
and propaganda schemes,” Khamenei said.
“All their plots have failed — just like Tom
from the well-known Tom and Jerry cartoon

VIiEwW FROM THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD

BATTING FOR TRUMP

DAWN, WHICH HAS otherwise been fairly
critical of US President Donald Trump on his
erratic foreign policy stances, Twitter policy
announcements, et al, seems to have
changed its tune somewhat in the aftermath
of Prime Minister Imran Khan and army chief
Qamar Bajwa'’s visit to the White House. In
its July 24 editorial, the newspaper appears
to welcome Trump'’s offer to mediate the
Kashmir dispute. Itis also somewhat flippant
in its dismissal of New Delhi’s denial of the
US president’s assertion regarding Narendra
Modi’s offer — “He actually said would you
like to be mediator or arbitrator? said Mr
Trump, quoting the Indian leader”.

While maintaining that Trump’s diplo-
macy has had mixed results — the success
with North Korea on the one hand, the esca-
lation with Iran on the other — the editorial
contends that “Mr Trump’s maverick tactics
may just be what the Kashmir issue needs”.

There is an element of balancing, of not
taking a clear position in the editorial. It
seems to stand for a bilateral solution, or at
best a trilateral one where Kashmir and its
people are a separate party, but also calls for
multilateral interference: “At the end, it is
Pakistan, India and the Kashmiris who will
have to take the final decision to resolve this
over seven-decade-old imbroglio. But a lit-

— and they will fail again in the future.” Iran
continues a tactical escalation, shooting
down aUS surveillance drone last month, at-
taching mines to tankers and now seizing
ships in the Strait of Hormuz, while Donald
Trump s clearly avoiding military confronta-
tion with Iran, especially as he heads into an
election year.

Consequently, Iran wants to show off its
military capacities, at home and abroad, to
demonstrate that it can get around US sanc-
tions and continue to develop its hegemony
in the region. This is why, from January to
July, Iran has been conducting drone exer-
cises and has said that it even monitored the
movements of a US aircraft carrier. On July
10, Iranian drones reportedly were used
against a Kurdish dissident group in north-
ern Iraq, after Iran accused the group of
killing members of the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps. The new IRGC drone was used
three weeks after Iran downed a sophisti-
cated American drone over the Gulf of Oman.

Iranians have also been helping the
Houthi rebels to launch drone attacks on
Saudi Arabian airports near the Yemen bor-
der. Taken as a whole, the Islamic regime’s
drone technology and its immediate use by
the proxies of Iran, like the Lebanese
Hezbollah and the Houthis, show that the
authorities in Tehran have the military abil-
ity to threaten the US and its allies. This
shows clearly that Iran’s military footprintis
growing across the Middle East.

Iran’s military actions and the silence of
the American cat, show that the Trump ad-
ministration’s weapon of choice is still hard
economic sanctions, while Tehran’s only re-
maining option is using its wide array of
asymmetrical military capabilities through
its Iranian Revolutionary Guards. As aresult,
it is clear that President Trump is following
the same policy that he used in the show-
down with North Korea, China and other
countries. However, Iran proves to be a
tougher challenger and as in the case of Jerry
the mouse, Iranian regime is not an easy en-
emy to defeat. Iranis clearly willing to resort
to violent means and push the situation to

Iran’s military actions and
the silence of the American
cat, show that the Trump
administration’s weapon of
choice is still hard economic
sanctions, while Tehran’s
only remaining option is
using its wide array of
asymmetrical military
capabilities through its
Iranian Revolutionary
Guards. As aresult, it is clear
that President Trump is
following the same policy
that he used in the
showdown with North
Korea, China and other
countries. However, Iran
proves to be a tougher
challenger and as in the case
of Jerry the mouse, Iranian
regime is not an easy enemy
to defeat.

the brink of war, even though the balance of
power is largely in the US’s favour.

This is the main reason why the European
countries, who have been at odds with Trump
and his administration over the US with-
drawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), reacted strongly against
Tehran’s decision to start suspending clauses
of the agreement and taking steps to increase
uranium enrichment levels and reserves. This
said, the Iranian leaders will certainly not re-
turn to the negotiating table to reach a new
deal onIran’s nuclear programme and its re-
gional policies. Iranians feel stronger in their
mouse and cat game, especially when they
are backed by the Russian dog.

Actually, a few days ago, the Russian for-
eign ministry urged the remaining signato-
ries to the JCPOA to continue cooperating and
help save the agreement. However, while
Russia continues blaming Washington for
the failure of the Iran nuclear agreement,
some Chinese customers are still buying lig-
uefied petroleum gas (LPG) from Iran. China
accounted for 3,46,000 tonnes, or 80 per
cent, of Iran’s LPG exports in May, since
Iranian supplies have been among the
cheapest in the world as customers from
Japan to South Korea turned away from do-
ing business with the country following the
US’s sanctions.

In the iconic American cartoon Tom and
Jerry, Jerry always gets the upper hand. But
this situation might not last long for the
Iranian mouse, especially in the absence of
a substantive and successful diplomacy be-
tween the two countries. Evidently, the
Boltons and Pompeos of the Trump admin-
istration will not always be silent over the
American president’s decision to call off re-
taliatory air strikes over Iran’s downing of a
US surveillance drone. As for Trump, he can-
not continue saying “America first,” without
doing whatever it takes, however destruc-
tive, to show that Tom the cat is not the loser
of the game.

The writer is professor-vice dean, Jindal
Global University

A weekly look at the public conversations shaping ideas beyond borders — in the
Subcontinent. Curated by Aakash Joshi

tle friendly ‘push’ from powerful global ac-
tors may help the stakeholders reach a mu-
tually acceptable solution. Moreover, Indian
rigidity has left little hope on the bilateral
front, especially under Mr Modi’s watch, as
Delhi keeps harping on about ‘terrorism’,
without earnestly responding to Pakistan’s
offers for dialogue. Whether it is the US, the
UN, or other global players, clearly a multilat-
eral framework may be able to provide a con-
ducive atmosphere for the resolution of the
Kashmirissue.”

THE COST OF DINNER

MUHAMMAD AMIR RANA, a security ana-
lyst and columnist for Dawn writes on July
28 of Islamabad and Rawalpindi’s task after
the successful visit by the country’s leader(s)
to Washington. Rana first points out the sig-
nificant diplomatic gains from the visit: “The
country is set to gain in the whole process as
India has failed to develop its relevance in
the Afghan peace process. On this ground
alone, Pakistan’s establishment considers it
amajor achievement. Similarly, the US offer
of mediation over the Kashmir issue has put
pressure on Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. It has happened at a time when the
Trump administration was not comfortable
with India’s recent multibillion-dollar deals
with Russia, and trade tensions between the

two nations were rising.”

While India being sidelined in
Afghanistan certainly benefits Pakistan, it
must now deliver on the expectations it has
generated for the US. The country’s role in
bringing the Taliban to the negotiating table
has certainly been welcomed in Washington.
But now “to keep this momentum, the gov-
ernment has to deliver on Afghanistan. The
probability of direct talks between the
Taliban and Kabul would be one challenge,
but influencing the former to commit to a
lasting ceasefire could prove another daunt-
ing task.”

Another important political success for
Imran Khan actually came before the dinner.
M Bilal Lakhani writes in The Express Tribune
on July 28 that “Khan’s packed jalsa... en-
abled him to defuse the primary attack
against his legitimacy, on being selected,
with Mike Pompeo, the American Secretary
of State, commenting on his rockstar recep-
tion. Thejalsa strengthened Imran’s hand as
we walked into the White House, the morn-
ing after.”

MOB AND STATE

THE MOB, AND its violence in the name of
justice, is an issue that seems to resonance
across South Asia. Badiuzzaman Bay writes
in The Daily Star on July 27 on the issue of

mob violence and punishment in
Bangladesh but his arguments and obser-
vations will certainly find resonance in both
India and Pakistan. Here’s the immediate
context: “As of July 23, seven people died
and at least 35 were injured in mob beatings
sparked off by a rumour about human heads
being collected—yes, you heard it right—for
the construction of Padma Bridge, the
dream project of the Awami League govern-
ment.”

Bay lays some of the blame for “mob jus-
tice” on the failure of the state and its legal
institutions. But he traces a curious and dis-
turbing form of assertion in such violence as
well: “To understand the gravity of this loss,
one only needs to take a look at any of the
video clips that are now circulating through
the social media, showing the lynching of
Taslima Begum Renu in Badda, on July 20. It
was nauseating to watch as an angry crowd
gathered to “punish” the single mother-of-
two for her rumoured attempt to kidnap a
child. Only, she didn’t do it. But at that rare
empowering moment in their life, those peo-
ple were judge, jury and executioner at the
same time. And the world was suddenly re-
duced to a choice between a weapon and a
shield.”

What's worse, in their mind, the people
that form the mob “were doing the right
thing”.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The special counsel [Robert Mueller] offered no startling new material, but
his testimony was nonetheless valuable. ” — THE GUARDIAN

The digital
identification parade

NCRB'’s proposed Automated Facial Recognition
System impinges on right to privacy, is likely to
target certain groups

ing persecuted as an ethnic minority.

FRT differs from other biometric forms
of identification (such as fingerprints, DNA
samples) in the degree and pervasiveness
of surveillance that it enables. It is designed
to operate at a distance, without any
knowledge of the targeted individual(s). It
is far more difficult to prevent an image of
one’s face from being captured, and allows
for the targeting of multiple persons at a
time. By its very nature, it is a non-consen-
sual and covert surveillance technology.

Potential infringements on the right to
privacy, a fundamental right, could be enor-
mous as FRT allows for continuous and on-
going identification. Further, the AFRS vio-
lates the legal test of proportionality that
was articulated in the landmark
Puttaswamy judgment, with constant sur-
veillance being used as a strategy for crime
detection. Other civil liberties such as free
speech and the right to assemble peace-
fully could be implicated as well, as specific
groups of people such as dissidents and
protests can be targeted.

Moreover, facial recognition technology
has not performed well as a crime detec-
tion technology. Challenges arise at the
stage of input itself. Variations in pose, il-
lumination, and expression, among other
factors, adversely impact the accuracy of
automated facial analysis. In the US, law en-
forcement has been using images from
low-quality surveillance feed as probe pho-
tos, leading to erroneous matches. A mat-
ter of concern is that several arrests have
been made solely on the basis of likely
matches returned by FRT.

Research indicates that default camera
settings better expose light skin than dark,
which affects results for FRT across racial
groups. Moreover, the software could be
tested on certain groups more often than
others, and could consequently be more
accurate in identifying individuals from
that group. The AFRS is envisioned as hav-
ing both functionalities of an FRT — identi-
fication of an individual, and social classifi-
cation — with the latter holding significant
potential to misclassify minority
communities.

In the UK, after accounting for a host of
the issues outlined above, the Science and
Technology Committee, comprising 14 sit-
ting MPs, recently called for a moratorium
on deploying live FRT. It will be prudent to
pay heed to this directive in India, in the ab-
sence of any framework around data pro-
tection, or the use of biometric technolo-
gies by law enforcement.

The experience of law enforcement’s
use of FRT globally, and the unique chal-
lenges posed by the usage of live FRT de-
mand closer scrutiny into how it can be reg-
ulated. One approach may be to use a
technology-neutral regulatory framework
that identifies gradations of harms.
However, given the history of political sur-
veillance by the Indian state, a complete
prohibition on FRT may not be too far-
fetched.

AAYUSH RATHI AND
AMBIKA TANDON

THE NATIONAL Crime Records Bureau re-
cently issued a request for proposals for the
procurement of an Automated Facial
Recognition System (AFRS). The stated ob-
jective of the AFRS is to “identify criminals,
missing persons/children, unidentified
dead bodies and unknown traced chil-
dren/persons”. It will be designed to com-
pare images against a “watchlist” curated
using images from “any[...| image database
available with police/other entity”, and
“newspapers, raids, sent by people,
sketches, etc.” The integration of diverse
databases indicates the lack of a specific
purpose, with potential for ad hoc use at
later stages. Data sharing arrangements
with the vendor are unclear, raising privacy
concerns around corporate access to sensi-
tive information of crores of individuals.

While a senior government official clar-
ified that the AFRS will only be used against
the integrated police database in India —
the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network
and Systems (CCTNS) — the tender explic-
itly states the integration of several other
databases, including the passport database,
and the National Automated Fingerprint
Identification System. This is hardly reas-
suring. Even a targeted database like the
CCTNS risks over-representation of mar-
ginalised communities, as has already been
witnessed in other countries. The data-
bases that the CCTNS links together have
racial and colonial origins, recording details
of unconvicted persons if they are found to
be “suspicious”, based on their tribe, caste
or appearance. However, including other
databases puts millions of innocent indi-
viduals on the AFRS’s watchlist. The objec-
tive then becomes to identify “potential
criminals” — instead of being “presumed
innocent”, we are all persons-who-haven’t-
been-convicted-yet.

The AFRS may allow indiscriminate
searching by tapping into publicly and
privately installed CCTVs pan-India.
While facial recognition technology
(FRT) has proliferated globally, only a few
countries have systems that use footage
from CCTVsinstalled in public areas. This
is the most excessive use of FRT, building
on its more common implementation as
border technology. CCTV cameras are al-
ready rife with cybersecurity issues, and
integration with the AFRS will expand
the “attack surface” for exploiting vul-
nerabilities in the AFRS. Additionally, the
AFRS will allow real-time querying, en-
abling “continuous” mass surveillance.
Misuse of continuous surveillance has
been seen in China, with the Uighurs be-

Rathi and Tandon are researchers at the
Centre for Internet and Society

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A PEOPLES’ TOOL
THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘The right LETTER OF THE
to know’ (IE, July 24). The right to infor- ‘ N 7 EEK AW ARD

mation Act 2005 is model for many
democracies to provide a platform to
the citizens to request any information
from any public authority. The recent
amendments have weakened these
powers. Considering the widespread
criticisms of these amendments, the
government should rethink this piece

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every

of legislation. Saturday. Letters may be
Nayan Agrawal, Ujjain e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
LLIVING IN THE PAST or sent to The Indian

Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,

THIS REFERS to the article, ‘Article that Noida-UP 201301.

binds’ (IE, July 26). It is time to abolish Letter writers should

Articles 370 and 35A . They may have mention their postal

been the legal threads that combined address and phone number.

J&K with India. But why should one

state be accorded special status? THE WINNER RECEIVES
Kaushal Meena via e-mail SELECT EXPRESS

PUBLICATIONS

(GOOD NEIGHBOURS

THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘lmran said

it’ (IE, July 26).It is high time that (QPPOSITION FALTERS

Pakistan realises the importance of cor-
dial relations with India. India and
Pakistan share the same culture and
economic conditions and face the same
strategic threats. An important sector
that will benefit from good relations
with Pakistan is tourism. The states bor-
dering Pakistan like Jammu and
Kashmir and Punjab can be developed
as great tourist centres. Peace will also
boost the economy of these states and
create employment.

Veena Shenoy, Thane

THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘A dismal
frame’ (IE, July 25). It was a very swift
move by the Congress to outwit the BJP
and form a government in Karnataka
After that move last year, other
Opposition parties became inclined to
explore possibilities for the 2019 gen-
eral elections. But the massive defeatin
the elections has disheartened them.
The JD(S) and Congress alliance was an
opportunistic one from day one.

Bal Govind, Noida
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NITIAAYOG'S LIST

How this district in Bastar worked

its way to top aspirational ranking

The Chhattisgarh district combats left-wing violence and poverty with locally useful reforms
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DIPANKAR GHOSE
RAIPUR, JULY 28

IN JUNE this year, the district officials of
Kondagaon district in the Bastar division of
Chhattisgarh were flooded with congratula-
tory messages. Kondagaon had just topped the
Aspirational Districts rankings issued by the
Niti Aayog for the month of May. These
monthly rankings were started in 2018 after
identifying 115 districts across the country that
were low on human development indices. The
rankings measure the incremental progress
across six developmental areas — health and
nutrition, education, agriculture and water re-
sources, financial inclusion, skill development,
and basicinfrastructure. However, many of the
messages were tinged with a sense of surprise.
For outsiders, Kondagaon was a

A skill development centre in Kondagaon district, focussed on the assembly of LED bulbs. Kondagaon District Administration

been the key change agent. “In tribal areas, nu-
trition has always been a problem, which then
means the newborn babies are often weak or
ill,” says one health official. The SNCU saves
those lives. Additionally, 25 primary health
centres have been transformed into Health
and Wellness Centres under the Ayushman
Bharat Yojana. Another step up has been the

regular availability of health offi-

poor district, deeply affected by left- THE cials to every Gram Panchayat to
wing extremism, and cut off from map standards of health, educa-
the mainstream — hardly the pro- BIG tionand nptrition. N

file one would associate with top- STORY For agriculture, the administra-

ping such parameters. Yet, for the
district officials, it was a confirma-
tion of the consistent improvements over time.
Kondagaon had ranked high for the entire year,
and in March, the district had come second.
Speaking to The Indian Express,
Kondagaon’s District Collector, Neelkanth
Tekam, explained what the administration did
to spurimprovements across different param-
eters. His top three priorities were health, agri-
culture and skill development. “These are the
three sectors where we are doing very inno-
vative work.”
Inthe field of healthcare, the inauguration
of the Sick Newborn Care Unit (SNCU) has

FROM STATES
REFORMS TRACKER

UTTAR PRADESH
Closer scrutiny of big
electricity bills

Intending to ease the troubles of
consumers erroneously sent heavy
electricity bills, the Uttar Pradesh
government has announced a new
plan to implement a mechanism
which will ensure that electricity
bills of Rs 20,000 or more will only
be sent to consumers with a con-
nection of 2 Kilowatts or less only
after verification.

MAHARASHTRA

Incentivising Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan

CM Devendra Fadnavis

On Tuesday, Maharashtra CM
Devendra Fadnavis, announced that
the best performing cities under the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan would be
granted a Rs 500 crore package.
Thirty-nine cities received this na-
tional award in 2018, and 27 of the
53 cities shortlisted last year were
from Maharashtra.

PUNJAB
Strongerembankment
for flood prevention

After the recent flooding in the state
after the Ghaggar river broke its em-
bankments, the Punjab drainage de-
partment has announced a project,
costing Rs 17 crore, which aims to
strengthen the embankments of the
river from Makror Sahib to Kurail. A
number of farmers have offered to
donate 20 feet of land on either side
of the river to widen it and aid the
flood prevention process.

tion has started 550 Kisan Clubs

which provide coaching on new
techniques of farming. The focus has been to
find solutions that are in line with local reali-
ties. For instance, almost 75 per cent of the
88,000 farmers in the district grow maize and
now the foundation stone of a maize process-
ing plant has been laid with the aim to make
farmers self-reliant and prosperous.

For skill development, the administration
is organising workshops, especially forwomen,
thatextend a wide array of skills ranging from
creating glass bangles to assembling LED bulbs
to producing local delicacies such as Mahua
laddoos and Tamarind rotis.

Beyond these three key priorities, spe-
cial attention has been paid to building and
rebuilding roads and bridges, which are of-
ten enough either cut off by Maoists or sim-
ply lost torains. This is essential for ensuring
connectivity across the district. For improv-
ing educational outcomes, the administra-
tion has arranged special coaching classes
for students. There’s even free training for
students who want to appear in competi-
tive examinations. Tekam says the adminis-
tration's approach has been “to include pub-
lic participation in every sector... [across
sectors] you will see a pattern”.

But, this progress in Kondagaon is not just
aresultof recent work, buta slow and gradual
increase in government influence ina Maoist-
hit district. “[ The district] was once severely af-
fected by left-wingviolence. Today. . .thelevels
of both [Maoist] violence and influence have
come down”. Earlier there were vast swathes
where the government could not reach. Thatis
not true anymore for Kondagaon even when
neighbouring districts such as Sukma, Bijapur,
and Narayanpur still face difficulty in govern-
mentoutreach. In stark contrast, barring some
border areas, most of Kondagaon is now both
reachable and manageable.

How Kondagaon
scripted change

Topping the Aspirational Districts rank-
ing was not an overnight transforma-
tion. It has required sustained gover-
nance innovations across various
development parameters to transform
Kondagaon from a left-wing violence-
affected district to a role model for the
rest of the country. The administration
focused on healthcare (introduced spe-
cial care for sick newborns), agriculture
(introduced Kisan Clubs to train farm-
ers)and skill development (introduced
workshops, especially for women)
among other things.

Coming: Data Officer for smart cities

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

TO TURN data-driven governance from
dream toreality, smart cities have taken a leaf
out of the corporate playbook. Each of the 100
smart cities is in the process of appointing a
chief data officer (or CDO). The Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs has asked each
municipality to build its own “data cell”, ap-
point departmental “data champions”, and
push for “data alliances” under the Smart
Cities Mission’s “Data Maturity Assessment

Framework”. All these efforts are aimed at

KEY FOCUS AREAS

Key Sectors Five years projected Total Tendered
investment (Rs cr) Projects (Rs cr)

Area Development 41481 23389

Urban Mobility 33904 17912

Water Supply 10839 17874

Affordable Housing 12530 14472

IT Connectivity and Digitalisation 22156 12594

improving governance by un- T There are hurdles, of
derstanding data and patterns HE course. Fpr one, cities neegl a
at the city level. SOLUTION data policy without which

Almost all cities have sub-
mitted their self-assessments
to the ministry and over Rs
13,000-crore worth of IT and
digitisation tenders have been
put out so far. When they are
up and running, these projects will funnel
2,000 to0 6,000 terabytes (TB) of data into the
cities' Integrated Control and Command
Centres from CCTV cameras, traffic systems,
and water flow sensors, among others.

PROJECT SAHARA

CDO will find it hard to push
through. Moreover, mapping
dataand usingitin governance
is uncharted territory for most,
including some CDOs. As
things stand, lateral entry for

the CDO’s position, too, is not allowed.
While those involved say that the min-
istry placed pressure on CDOs to populate an
open data portal with a goalpost of 50 data
sets from each city, Smart Cities Mission

Director Kunal Kumar says he wants to avoid
purpose-less data collection. “Data not just
for the sake of data,” he says, giving exam-
ples of disease prevention in slums and hos-
pital patient management.

Yet, CDOs still do perceive data as a poten-
tial asset. Nagpur’s Shubhangi Gadhave, the
only CDO who managed to submit a city data
policy on deadline, studied the National Data
Sharing and Accessibility Policy as well asdata
policies of Helsinki, Barcelona, and New York
City. She says: “Earlier, we made decisions
without any base — education or health. The
future will be digital governance and data.”

‘In India, govt is main
R&D investor... push
from industry needed’

INDIA has risen five ranks in the World
Intellectual Property Organisation’s (WIPQO's)
Global Innovation Index this year, becoming
the 52nd most innovative economy in the
world, but falling short of its target to be in
the top 50. With the country now setting its
sights on the top 25 ranks, WIPO Director
General Francis Gurry, in an interview with
PRABHA RAGHAVAN, identifies the measures
it may have to take, and how the changing
trajectory of trade and innovation will impact
the global intellectual property framework.

Was India’s performance within your
expectations? Why did it miss its target?

Yes, I think it was. India’s performance is
part of a trend... of going from 81 to 52 in four
to five years, which is exceptional.

Part of the explanation (for India missing
its target) is it is a vast, large and diverse coun-
try (with various priorities). We are not just
measuring (cities like) Bengaluru, we are
measuring the whole country (for GII).

Innovation is a complex and long-term
phenomenon. I would say... the level of in-
vestment in research and development
(here)is below what you might expect from
a high performer ininnovation... 0.3 per cent
of GDP invested in R&D is way below, let’s
say, the OECD average of about 2.2 per cent,
top innovation performers like Sweden — 4.4
per cent — or Israel, which is even higher.

The government is the principal investor
in R&D. That’s not highly
unusual... butit does signal
that an effort on the part of

(A) high-level focus

THE

Poricy INTERVIEW

FRANCIS GURRY
Director General, WIPO

market-based system for the most part, and
that means you have the demand playingarole
in determining the direction of innovation.
Some of the specific areas of importance
are the conjunction of biology and digital
technology, which is most noticeable per-
haps in genomics. That leads us to a situation
where we need to focus some policy atten-
tion on data, because powering all of this is
data. And, whose dataisit? It's your data, my
data, everyone’s data, and
we should be concerned
about the various dimen-

the Indian industry and from the leadership  sionsaround that.

businessininvestingmore oninnovation as a central

in R&D is needed. element of economic Countries often struggle
: : to balance protection of

What would help India strategy (isan |mpo.r t.ant intellectual property

factor)... Yousee thisin . . E
reach the top 25 ranks? . . with providing citizens
An important factor JaPan, China, wheretheir  a¢rodaple accessto
(for high-innovation coun- leadership is very big on innovation. Where does
tries) is a high-level focus  innovation... WIPO stand on this?

from the leadership onin-

novation as a central ele-

ment of the economic strategy. You see this
inmany countries...Japan, China, where their
leadership is very big on innovation...

In India, the focus from the Prime
Minister...is an important factor. The demo-
graphic situation is also in India’s favour...
there’s a young population, with its energy,
enthusiasm and optimism. There are other
areas of excellence — creative industries and
exports, exports in ICT,a number of scientific
publications coming up... to build upon.

As medical technology is this year’s GII
theme, what scope for innovation do
you see in this field? Do you think policy
measures are geared up to supportit?
One of the features of innovation is it’s a

This is an area... where
there is flexibility for each
country and that is recognition that the cir-
cumstances of each country differ. The general
..position we try to promote is thatitis foreach
country... to find the balance that it needs...
That is not easy. There will always be ten-
sion — the need to... provide the right incen-
tive framework for investment in R&D... on
the one hand and on the other, the need to
share the social benefit of the innovation. We
need to ensure there is an appropriate com-
petitive structure. That, in pharmaceuticals,
generally consists of a mix between research-
based industry and generics. Many research-
based companies actually have generic arms.

Edited excerpts. Longer version of interview
on www.indianexpress.com

IN NUMBERS

MOREANDMOREGIRLSAREENTERING SCHOOLATALLLEVELS
—AND STAYING THERE
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In Ahmedabad, new tool to help reduce maternal mortality

SOHINIGHOSH
AHMEDABAD, JULY 28

ONTHE evening of June 7,22-year old Mohini
Saxena gave birth to a baby boy at the Sanathal
primary health centre (PHC) of Ahmedabad
district, but soon after she suffered from post-
partum haemorrhage (PPH) that led to con-
tinuous and excessive bleeding. The rapid loss
of blood because of PPH reduces the body’s
blood pressure and can even cause death. But,
Mohini was fortunate because the medical
staff at the PHC quickly wrapped herinanon-
pneumatic anti-shock garment (NASG), which
applies pressure to the lower body and ab-
domen, thereby forcing the blood that was
getting accumulated in the pelvic area to other
essential organs of the body. The neoprene
garment quickly stabilised Mohini’s vitals and
gave her doctor enough time to take her to the
nearest civil hospital.

The availability of NASG at this PHC was-

The use of non-pneumatic anti-shock garment contains blood loss due to
postpartum haemorrhage, thus saving the lives of new mothers. Sanathal PHC

n't just a stroke of luck. It was part of a local
initiative by the district’s development offi-
cer, Arun Mahesh Babu. A 2013-batch IAS of-
ficer,Babuis a native of Kerala, a state that ex-

celled in social sector indicators especially
health. Gujarat’s relatively poor record on
health outcomes such as maternal mortality
rate and infant mortality rate came as a shock

to Babu. “I had not heard of such things of
mothers dying during childbirth or a child dy-
ing within a year,” he says. According to
Sample Registration Scheme results of 2016-
17, Gujarat’'s IMR (per 1,000 live births) was
30and MMR (per 100,000 live births)was 91
--better than the national averages but quite
high for a relatively more prosperous state.
As such, in November 2018, Babu started
anew project, called Sahara, that aimed at re-
ducing haemorrhage-related maternal
deaths by providing new mothers with a spe-
cial suit —the NASG. Babu reasoned that if
they targeting reducing maternal deaths, it
would, in turn, also improve infant mortality.
There were several reasons why he chose to
further target PPH-related deaths. For one, he
found that alot of mothers were anaemic be-
cause of poor nutrition. This weakness com-
pounds the damage caused by excessive and
sudden bleeding. Moreover, women deliver-
ing children in rural areas are far away from
district hospitals when such complications

occur. Data showed that almost 30% of the
maternal deaths in the state were because of
PPH and these primarily took place within
the first 4 to 24 hours after childbirth. Among
all the other causes, deaths due to PPH could
be averted.

The results are there for all to see. While
there were 8 maternal deaths in the district
because of PPH between January and
November 2018, since the introduction of
this initiative there have been no PPH deaths.
Today, 40 PHCs in Ahmedabad have an NASG
suit each — each suit can be used 140 times
— and the government has spent Rs 14,500
per suit under the Janani Shishu Suraksha
Karyakram. The suitis manufactured in Hong
Kong and a Bengaluru-based supplier im-
portsit. Not surprisingly, the scale-up of this
project is well underway. District develop-
ment officers of Porbandar, Narmada, and
Jamnagar are already looking at this cost-ef-
fective initiative, while Bhavnagar has al-
ready ordered three such suits.
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Astrophysicist
Neil deGrasse Tyson

USA
Tysontoremainin
post after sexual

misconduct probe

New York: Astrophysicist
Neil deGrasse Tyson will
keep his job as head of the
Hayden Planetarium at
New York’s American
Museum of Natural
History after the museum
concluded its investigation
into sexual misconductac-
cusations against him. A
museum spokesman said
in a statement Thursday
thatbased on the results of
the investigation, Tyson
“remains an employee and
director of the Hayden
Planetarium”. Tyson was
accused of behaving inap-
propriately with two
women in an article pub-
lished in November on the
website Patheos.

NEPAL
Floods, landslides
during monsoon
took 113 lives

Kathmandu: Floods and
landslides triggered by in-
cessant monsoon rains
across Nepal have claimed
at least 113 lives while 38
people are still missing, of-
ficials said Sunday. Parts of
central and southern Nepal
including some areas of
Kathmandu valley have
been inundated due to in-

cessant rains since last two
weeks. At least 113 people

were killed and 67 others
injured in the rain induced
disasters in this monsoon,
Home Ministry officials
said. Atleast 38 people have
gone missing in the latest
incidents of landslide and
floods across Nepal. The
raininduced disasters have
affected 67 out of total 77
districts of the country.

USA

1dead, 11 others
shotatnearNY
playground

New York: Gunfire atalarge,
outdoor event in Brooklyn
killed one man and injured
at least 11 others late
Saturday night, police said.
Mayor Bill de Blasio tweeted
early Sunday morning that
the shooting in the east
Brooklyn neighbourhood of
Brownsville “shattered a
peaceful neighbourhood
event.” ANew York City po-
lice spokesman said around
3.30 am Sunday that 12
people had been shot, in-
cluding a 38-year-old man
whowasdeadonarrivalata
local hospital. Police said
the man was shot once in
the head.

F1ErY ETNA

Arescue worker looks on as Mount Etna, Europe’s highest and most active volcano, erupts in Sicily, Italy, on Saturday. Reuters

Protesters clash with police in Hong
Kong as cycle of violence intensifies

JAMES POMFRET
& SIMON GARDNER
HONG KONG, JULY 28

HONG KONG police clashed
with thousands of protesters on
Sunday, as they sought to defend
China’s main representative of-
fice from crowds seething over
what many see as an increasing
cycle of violence against them.

Protests over the past two
months, spearheaded by activists
against a proposed Bill that would
allow people to be extradited from
the city to stand trial in courts in
mainland China, have grown in-
creasingly violent.

AmarchonSaturday againsta
violent assault the previous week-
end by suspected triad gangs
ended inviolent turmoil as police
waded in to disperse crowds.

On Sunday, a peaceful gather-

Police detain a demonstrator near China’s Liaison Office in

Hong Kong on Sunday. Reuters

ingata parkinthecity’s central dis-
trict soon morphed into a march,
as tens of thousands of protesters
set off in several directions, clog-

Trump to black lawmaker:
Clean up ‘disgusting’ district

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, JULY 28

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump on
Saturday denigrated a majority-
black district represented by a
congressional nemesis as a “dis-
gusting, rat and rodent infested
mess”, broadening a campaign
against prominent critics of his
administration that has exacer-

bated racial tensions.
Trump lashed out in tweets
against Republican Elijah

Cummings, the powerful House
Oversight Committee chairman,
claiming his Baltimore-area dis-
trict is “considered the worst run
and most dangerous anywherein
the United States”. It was the
President's latest assault on a
prominent lawmaker, and the
people he represents, two weeks
after he sparked controversy with
racist tweets directed at four con-
gresswomen of colour.

His comments against
Cummings, who leads multiple
investigations of the president's
governmental dealings, drew
swift condemnation from

As proven last

weekduringa
Congressional tour, the
borderisclean...
Cummings’ districtisa
disgusting, rat and
rodentinfested mess.”

—DONALD TRUMP
US PRESIDENT

Democrats, including would-be
presidential rivals.

Trump called Cummings a
“brutal bully”.

“As proven last week during
a Congressional tour, the
Border is clean, efficient & well
run, just very crowded,” Trump
tweeted. “Cumming (sic)
District is a disgusting, rat and
rodent infested mess.”

contingent headed west, to the
Chinese government’s represen-
tative office, known as the Central
Government Liaison Office.
There, hundreds of riot police
blocked activists from advancing
towards the building, which had
been heavily fortified with barri-
cades after it was surrounded and
defaced a week earlier. A clear
plastic shield had been erected
around a national emblem above
its front doors. As the crowds
surged, hundreds of riot police
with shields advanced, firing
rounds of teargas, rubber bullets
and sponge grenades — a crowd
control weapon — at protesters.
Some protesters were on their
knees choking as ambulances
raced to take away the injured.

ging major thoroughfares. Many others hit metallic sur-

Thousands of people headed
east, towards the shopping district
of Causeway Bay, while another

faces with sticks to create an
ominous drum beat that echoed
down the streets. REUTERS
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JATLED OPP LEADER HOSPITALISED OVER ‘ALLERGY’

Russian Opposition leader Alexei Navalny, serving time in jail for calling for unauthorised
protests, was hospitalised after suffering an acute allergic reaction on Sunday; his spokeswoman
said. She added that the cause of Navalny’s allergic reaction was unknown and that he had never
suffered from such reactions in the past. Navalny’s lawyer described his condition as ‘strange’.

DIPLOMATS COMMIT TO SAVING AGREEMENT

Iran n-deal partiesin

‘constructive’ meet

after month of friction

Tehran: UK move to seize Iranian tanker a violation of pact

REUTERS, AP
VIENNA, JULY 28

DIPLOMATS FROM Iran and five
world powers recommitted
Sunday to salvaging a major nu-
clear deal amid mounting tensions
between the West and Tehran
since the US withdrew from the
accord and reimposed sanctions.

“The atmosphere was con-
structive. Discussions were good.
[ cannot say that we resolved
everything, I can say there arelots
of commitments,” Abbas Araqchi,
the senior Iranian nuclear nego-
tiator, told Reuters.

Parties to the deal met in
Vienna on Sunday for emergency
talks called in response to an es-
calationin tensions between Iran
and the West that included con-
frontations at sea and Tehran’s
breaches of the accord.

“As we have said, we will con-
tinue to reduce our commitments
to the deal until Europeans secure
Iran’s interests under the deal,”
Araqchi said after the meeting,

Britain, France, Germany,
Russia, China and Iran have been
trying to salvage the pact since
the United States withdrew
from it in May 2018 and re-im-
posed and toughened sanctions
on Iran, crippling an already
weak economy.

However, efforts to protect
trade with Iran against the US
sanctions have yielded nothing
concrete so far. Earlier this month,
Tehran followed through on its
threat to increase its nuclear ac-
tivitiesin breach of the agreement.

Iran has called on Europe toac-
celerate its efforts.

“All our steps taken so far
are reversible if other parties to
the deal fulfil their commit-

AFTER GOVT ANNOUNCES PLAN TOHOLD NEGOTIATIONS

Taliban: Talks with Afghan govt
after US deal on troop withdrawal

ABDUL QADIR SEDIQI
& RUPAM JAIN
KABUL, JULY 28

THETALIBAN said on Sunday they
will not hold direct talks with the
Afghan government and rejected
a statement from a senior minis-
ter about plans to hold such a
meeting in the next two weeks, a
senior Taliban official said.

State Minister for Peace
Affairs Abdul Salam Rahimi said
on Saturday it was hoped that di-
rect talks with the Taliban would
be held in the next two weeksin
an unidentified European coun-
try. The government would be
represented by a 15-member
delegation, he said.

But Suhail Shaheen, a
spokesman for the Taliban’s polit-
ical office in Qatar, denied that,
saying talks with the Afghan gov-
ernment would only come aftera
deal had been struck with the US
on the departure of its forces.

The US special envoy for peace

RAHIMFAIEZ
KABUL, JULY 28

THE POLITICAL office of the
Afghan President’s running
mate was hit by a large explo-
sion and stormed by several
gunmen who remained holed
up inside, Afghan officials said
Sunday. The attack in Kabul
killed at least two people and
came on the first day of cam-
paigning for presidential elec-
tions, scheduled for September.

Vice-presidential candi-
date Amrullah Saleh was
“evacuated from the building

in Afghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad,
said after Rahimi's announcement
that talks between the Talibanand

GOVT SCALES BACK EFFORTS TO FIGHT ILLEGAL LOGGING, MINING

Brazil’s Bolsonaro slashes Amazon protections, and forest begins to fall

LETICIA CASADO &
ERNESTOLONDONO
BRASILIA, JULY 28

THE DESTRUCTION of the
Amazon rainforest in Brazil has
increased rapidly since the na-
tion’s new far-right President
took over and his government
scaled back efforts to fight illegal
logging, ranching and mining.

Protecting the Amazon was at
the heart of Brazil's environmen-
tal policy for much of the past two
decades. At one point, Brazil's suc-
cess in slowing the deforestation
rate made it an international ex-
ample of conservationand the ef-
fort to fight climate change.

But with the election of
President Jair Bolsonaro, a pop-

ulist who has been fined person-
ally for violating environmental
regulations, Brazil has changed
course substantially, retreating
from the efforts it once made to
slow global warming by preserv-
ing the world’s largest rainforest.

While campaigning for pres-
ident last year, Bolsonaro de-
clared that Brazil’s vast protected
lands were an obstacle to eco-
nomic growth and promised to
open them up to commercial ex-
ploitation. Seven months into his
term, that is already happening.

Brazil's part of the Amazon has
lost more than 1,330 square miles
of forest cover since Bolsonaro
took office in January, a 39% in-
crease over the same period last
year, according to the government
agency that tracks deforestation.

InJune alone, when the cooler,
drier season began and cutting
trees became easier, the defor-
estation rate rose drastically, with
roughly 80% more forest cover lost
than in June of last year.

The deforestation of the
Amazonis spiking as Bolsonaro’s
government pulls back on en-
forcement measures like fines,
warnings and the seizure or de-
struction of illegal equipment in
protected areas.

A New York Times analysis of
public records found that such
enforcement actions by Brazil's
main environmental agency fell
by 20% during the first six
months of the year, compared
with the same period in 2018.
The drop means that vast
stretches of the rainforest can be

The deforestation of the Amazon is spiking as Bolsonaro’s
government pulls back on fines, warnings and the seizure or
destruction of illegal equipment in protected areas. NYT

torn down with less resistance
from the nation’s authorities.
The two trends — the increase

in deforestation and the govern-
ment’s increasing reluctance to
confront illegal activity — is

2 dead in blast, gunbattle at
Afghan VP candidate’s office

At the site of the attackin
Kabul. AP

and moved to a safe location”,
said Nasrat Rahimi, the interior
ministry spokesman.

He said the first and second
floors of the building had been
cleared by security forces. AP

Afghans would happen after the
US “concludesitsownagreement”
with the Taliban. REUTERS

alarming researchers, environ-
mentalists and former officials
who contend that Bolsonaro’s
tenure could lead to staggering
losses of one of the world’s most
important resources.

“We're facing the risk of run-
away deforestation in the
Amazon,” eight former environ-
ment ministers in Brazil wrote in
ajoint letter in May, arguing that
Brazil needed to strengthen its
environmental protection meas-
ures, not weaken them.

Bolsonaro has dismissed the
new data on deforestation, call-
ing his own government's figures
“lies” — an assertion experts
called baseless. During a gather-
ing with international journalists
last week, the President called the
preoccupation with the Amazon

Iran’s top nuclear negotiator, Abbas Araqchi, and Secretary
General of the European External Action Service, Helga
Schmid, attend a meeting in Vienna on Sunday. Reuters

The atmosphere

was constructive.
Discussions were good. |
cannot say that we
resolved everything, | can
say there are lots of
commitments.”

—ABBAS ARAQCHI
TOP IRANIAN NUCLEARNEGOTIATOR

ments,” an Iranian diplomat
told Reuters before the meeting
was due to start.

The meeting came after
Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards
seized a British-flagged oil
tanker on July 19, two weeks af-
ter British forces captured an
Iranian oil tanker near Gibraltar
which it said was violating sanc-
tions on Syria.

Araqchi said Britain’s seizure
of the Iranian tanker was a vio-
lation of the nuclear pact.

“The countries who are part
of (the nuclear deal) shouldn’t
create obstacles for the export of
[ranian oil,” Araqchi said.

Searchingfora
diplomatic solution

WHILE THE meeting of the
nuclear deal signatories was
called to discuss what meas-
ures should be taken to ad-
dress Iranian breaches of the
agreement, diplomats fo-
cused more on how to save
the deal and bypass US sanc-
tions. With Iran and the UK
having both seized each oth-
ers’ oil tankers, tensions esca-
lated between the two coun-
tries at a time when many
feared a US-Iran conflict could
break out. The latest diplo-
matic outreach by the UK and
other signatories could ease
those tensions and help in
finding a quick solution to the
tanker standoff

Rohingya to Myanmar: No

return without recognition
Talks on refugees’ repatriation begin

RUMAPAUL
DHAKA, JULY 28

ROHINGYA REFUGEES in
Bangladesh refuse to return to
Myanmar unless they are recog-
nised as an ethnic group in their
home country, leaders told visit-
ing Myanmar officials on Sunday
as fresh repatriation talks started.

A campaign by Myanmar’s
military in response to insurgent
attacks in 2017 drove 730,000
Rohingya Muslims to flee to
Bangladesh’s southeastern border
district of Cox’s Bazar, where they
live in squalid camps, fearing fur-
ther persecution if they return.

UN investigators have said
Myanmar’s operation included
mass killings, gang rapes and ar-
son and was executed with
“genocidal intent”. Myanmar de-
nies the charge.

This is the second time
Myanmar officials have visited the
camps in Cox’s Bazar in an effort
to convince Rohingya refugees to
kick-start the repatriation process.

a form of “environmental psy-
chosis” and argued that its use
should not concern outsiders.
“The Amazon s ours, not yours,”
he told a European journalist.

The Bolsonaro government’s
stance has drawn sharp criticism
from European leaders, injecting
anirritant to a trade deal struck
last month between the
European Union and a bloc of
four South American countries,
including Brazil.

During a recent visit,
Germany’s minister of economic
cooperation and development,
Gerd Miiller, called protecting the
Amazon a global imperative, es-
pecially given the rainforest’s vi-
tal role in absorbing and storing
carbondioxide, essential to the ef-
fort to slow global warming. And

In October, Rohingya rejected an
offer to go back to theirhomeland
whenaMyanmar delegation held
talks with leaders of the group.

The Myanmar delegation, led
by permanent foreign secretary
Myint Thu, held talks with 35
Rohingya leaders in Cox’s Bazar
on Saturday and Sunday amid
tightened security in the camps.

Rohingya leaders said they
wanted Myanmar to recognise
them as an ethnic group with the
right to Myanmar citizenship be-
fore they return. “We told them
we won't return unless we are
recognised as Rohingya in
Myanmar,” Dil Mohammed, one
of the Rohingya leaders who
joined the talks, said.

He also said they will not re-
turn to Myanmar unless de-
mands for justice, international
protection and the ability to go
back to their original villages and
lands are met. “We want citizen-
ship, we want all our rights. We
don’t trust them. We will return
only if international protection
isin place,” he said. REUTERS

when trees are cut, burned or bull-
dozed, carbon dioxide goes di-
rectly back into the atmosphere.

Germany and Norway help
finance a $1.3 billion Amazon
conservation fund, but the
Bolsonaro administration has
questioned its effectiveness, rais-
ing the possibility that the effort
could be shut down. “Without
tropical rainforests, there’s no
solving the climate” issue, Miiller
said during an eventin Sdo Paulo.

During the campaign,
Bolsonaro had even promised to
do away with the ministry of the
environment altogether. He ul-
timately scrapped the plan un-
der pressure from the nation’s
agriculture sector, which feared
the move would incite a boycott
of Brazilian products. NYT
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COULD BECOME INDIA’S TOP LISTED FIRM IN TERMS OF MARKET VALUATION

GEORGE MATHEW &
SHAJIVIKRAMAN
MUMBAI, JULY 28

INDIA’S LARGEST financial insti-
tution Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) has beeniden-
tified as a candidate for a poten-
tial public listing by the govern-
ment, as it attempts to push
through an aggressive disinvest-
ment and asset monetisation
programme this fiscal.

If the LIC shares are listed on
stock exchanges, it could easily
emerge as the country’s top
listed company in terms of mar-
ket valuation, overtaking current
leaders Reliance Industries Ltd
and Tata Consultancy Services.
That is because of the insurer’s
financials. On a capital base of Rs
5 crore, LIC last reported a valu-
ation surplus — or profit — of Rs
48,436 crore for FY2018 and as-
sets under management of Rs
31.11 lakh crore.

Sources said that the process
isinthe early stage and has been
discussed within the govern-
ment. The proposalis to initially
sell a small tranche of the gov-
ernment controlled institution
through an IPO and later dilute
the government’s holdings, ac-
cording to sources. The govern-
ment has already announced a
proposal to make minimum
public holding of 35 per cent for
listed companies in the Budget.
The initial public offering (IPO)
is likely to fetch a huge premium
as LIC currently has a small eq-
uity base.

The government had listed
the shares of General Insurance
Corporation and New India

BRIEFLY

JLL India
revenue grows
17%inFY19

New Delhi: Property con-
sultant JLL India’s revenue
rose 17 per cent toRs4,000
crore in 2018-19 despite
slowdown in the real es-
tate market and it plans to
hire 2,000 employees by
the end of the next year to
sustain this growth mo-
mentum. JLL India, which
is part of global real estate
consultant JLL, had posted
arevenue of Rs 3,420 crore
during 2017-18. It cur-
rently has a workforce of
11,500 people acrossits of-
ficesinover 10 major cities.

Indiakeyin
Roca’s global
strategy

Barcelona: Spanish bath-
room and sanitaryware
firm Roca Group said India
will have a key role in its
global strategy over the
next three years. The $1.8-
billion group’s global man-
agement is aggressive on
India in terms of invest-
ment and acquisition and
a kitty of Rs 150 crore had
been earmarked in order
to emphasise on Asia-
Pacific revenue to keep a
balanced geographical dis-
tribution strategy.

VisitHealth
looks toraise
$10 million

New Delhi: Health tech
start-up Visit Health is
looking to raise around $10
million in a Series-A fund-
ing to finance its expan-
sion, including increasing
number of its empanelled
doctors, hospitals, phar-
macies and pathological
labs, according to a top
company official. The firm,
an Al-based health tech
app platform offering pre-
ventive and curative, pri-
mary healthcare solutions,
has already raised a total
funding of $1.4 millionand
is backed by investors, in-
cluding Snapdeal co-
founders Kunal Bahl and
Rohit Bansal. PTI

AmendingLIC Acta
necessary step
before public listing

PUBLIC LISTING of LIC will lead to more disclosures of
investment and loan portfolios and better governance.

LICis currently under the supervisory oversight of the
IRDAI, but itis governed by the LIC Act of 1956 which enables
the state-owned insurer to obtain a special dispensationin
several areas including higher stakes in companies beyond
the limit set by the IRDAIL The government will have to
amend the LIC Act before listing the corporation — which s
the largest financial institution in the country.

Assurance through IPOs two
years ago. It will have to amend
the LIC Act first before taking the
Corporation public.

For long, governments had
not considered listing India’s top
insurer, given the institution’s
perceived role in supporting the
markets by buying shares dur-
ing major sell-offs and also
shares of state-owned compa-
nies during divestment and
when investor participation has
been weak. LIC also has huge in-
vestments in debentures and
bonds (Rs 434,959 crore), be-
sides providing funding for
many infrastructure projects (Rs
376,097 crore as of March 2018),
according to its Annual Report
for 2017-18.

LIC realised a profit of Rs
23,621 crore from its equity in-
vestment during 2018-19 as
against Rs 25,646 crore in the
previous year. The life insurance
behemoth also made a gross eq-
uity investment of Rs 68,621

crore during the 2018-19 fiscal.

One view is that a public list-
ing may help lead to more dis-
closures of investment and loan
portfolios and better gover-
nance. LICis currently under the
supervisory oversight of the
Insurance Regulatory
Development Authority of India
(IRDAI).Butitis governed by the
LIC Act of 1956 which enables
the state-owned insurer to ob-
tain a special dispensation in
several areas, including higher
stakes in companies beyond the
limit set by the IRDAI. Under
Section 37 of the LIC Act, the gov-
ernment has guaranteed the
sum assured with bonus in all
LIC policies to ensure the avail-
ability of financial security to the
family of the deceased.

LIC Chairman MR Kumar did
not comment on the listing plan
when his response to the listing
proposal was sought.

Though the minimum capi-
tal stipulated for a life or non-life

insurance company by IRDAI is
Rs 100 crore, LIC has been oper-
ating with a capital base of just
Rs 5 crore as set in the LIC Act of
1956. However, the corporation
has been handling huge funds
when compared to this small
capital base. Consider this: the
market value of LIC's investment
asatend of FY19is Rs 28.74 lakh
crore, as against Rs 26.46 lakh
crore in 2017-18, showing a
growth of 8.61 per cent.
Moreover, the total assets of the
corporation crossed the historic
figure of Rs 30 lakh crore for the
first time toRs 31.11 lakh crore, a
rise of 9.38 per cent.

Industry officials said the list-
ing should help bring in greater
transparency and accountabil-
ity. “Whether formally so de-
clared or not, LICis a systemically
important insurer. Already the
bail-out type investment pro-
posals of LIC in ventures like
IL&FS are a subject matter of hot
media debates. These are funds
of millions of trusting policy
holders. But yes, any divestment
of stake will first require amend-
ment to the LIC Act,” said former
IRDAI member KK Srinivasan.

Successive governments in
Delhi have used LIC as a milch
cow to bail out the disinvest-
ment programme. The corpora-
tion had invested heavily in IPOs
and follow-on offers of compa-
nies such as ONGC. It was also
called in to bail out IDBI Bank,
which had been severely hit be-
cause of bad loans last year. It is
also the largest investor in gov-
ernment securities and stock
markets every year. On an aver-
age, LIC invests Rs 55,000 crore
to Rs 65,000 crore in stock mar-

LIC listing back on agenda, as govt
looks to give disinvestment a boost

kets every year and emerges as
the largest investor in Indian
stocks.

Out of valuation surplus -
which is equivalent to profit in
the case of LIC — of Rs 48,444
crore for fiscal 2017-2018, the
government got only 5 per cent
as 95 per cent had to be manda-
torily returned to the policyhold-
ers.

According to the provisional
accounts for 2018-19, LIC’s total
premium income — new pre-
mium along with the renewal
premium — was Rs 337,185
crore, showing a growth of 6.08
per cent, while the total benefits
paid amounted to Rs 250,936
crore, growing by as much as
26.66 per cent. LIC had mobilised
a total new premium of Rs
41,086.31 crore in FY19. The to-
tal income of LIC, which includes
total premium and investment
income, was around Rs 560,784
crore in 2018-19, arise of 7.10 per
cent. Such a robust income au-
gurs well for the corporation’s
policyholders, who can continue
to expect a decent bonus for
2018-19.

However, with LIC's declin-
ing market share in the domestic
market, the company’s perform-
ance has been an area of deep
concern for its new top manage-
ment. Its market share declined
to 66.74 per cent in 2018-19.

According to the perform-
ance analysis by LIC’s top man-
agement, headed by recently-
appointed chairman MR Kumar,
the corporation — exceptin pen-
sion and group scheme (P&GS)
— has missed its own targets in
the most of the parameters dur-
ing financial year 2018-19.

Mobile manufacturing; ‘India should think big’

India needs to “think big” by manufacturing mobile phones at scale, producing high-end phones, and
incentivising exports, the Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) said in a report

225

MILLION

Number of mobile handset
units produced in India in
2017-18

FACTORS THAT COULD
HELP INDIA PRODUCE
1 BILLION HANDSETS &
REACH $200 BILLION
EXPORT REVENUE

M Alternate strategy that
incentivises production

M Focus on attracting
large-scale
manufacturing and
enhancing local value
integration

M Focus on
export-oriented strategy

WORTH OF MOBILE
PHONES EXPORTED

$2 ,7 BILLION

IN 2012-13

$1.4 BILLION

IN 2018-19

FACTORS AFFECTING
MANUFACTURING
CAPACITY

M Lack of supply chain that
feeds into manufacturing

B Import substitution
strategy relying on
protections

M Fewer vendors and

suppliers of high-value
components and assemblies

ICBC FINANCIAL ASSET INVESTMENT CO TO INVEST UP TO 3 BILLION YUAN

China’s ICBC, others buying more than
17.3% stake in troubled Bank of Jinzhou

CHENGLENG &
CATECADELL
BEIJING, JULY 28

CHINA'S BANK of Jinzhou won
government-backed reinforce-
ment on Sunday as three state-
controlled financial institutions
said they would take atleast 17.3
per cent in the troubled lender,
whose shares have been sus-
pended since April.

Industrial and Commercial
Bank of China (ICBC), the coun-
try’slargest lender by assets, and
China Cinda Asset Management
and China Great Wall Asset
Management, two of China’s
four largest distressed debt man-
agers, said on Sunday they
would take stakes in Bank of
Jinzhou.

Concern has been growing
about the bank since the Hong
Kong-listed lender suspended
trading in its shares earlier this
year and saw its auditor quit. It
said on Thursday it was in talks
with multiple parties for possi-
ble investments.

ICBC’s ICBC Financial Asset
Investment Co unit signed an eq-
uity transfer agreement to invest

In a statement on Sunday, ICBC said that the investment is to
serve the “country’s supply-side reform in the financial
sector and enhance the bank’s capability to serve the real

economy”. Reuters File Photo

up to 3 billion yuan ($436 mil-
lion)in a 10.82 per cent stake of
Bank of Jinzhou, it said in a state-
ment filed to the Shanghai Stock
Exchange.

Hours after the state lender’s
announcement, Cinda said in a
statement to the Hong Kong
Stock Exchange that its wholly
owned Cinda Investment Co
would invest in a 6.49 per cent
stake in Bank of Jinzhou, though
itdidn’t give the value of the deal.

China Great Wall also said it

would take a stake in Bank of
Jinzhou, according to a state-
ment sent to Reuters. It did not
elaborate on the value of the deal
or the size of the stake.

The investments come as
regulators look to diversify their
approach to supporting highly
indebted smaller banks and con-
tain financial risks.

China’s banking and insur-
ance regulator has told the coun-
try’s biggest distressed debt
managers to prepare contin-

gency plans to take over or invest
in high-risk small and medium-
sized Chinese banks, Reuters re-
ported on Friday.

“The investment is to serve
country’s supply-side reform in
the financial sector and enhance
the bank’s capability to serve the
real economy,” the ICBC said in
its statement.

The deal will be conducted
with the unit’s own funds, ICBC
further said.

In May, a shock government-
led takeover of little-known
Baoshang Bank revived concern
about the health of hundreds of
small lenders as the slowing
economy results in more sour
loans, testing their capital buffers
and draining their reserves.

“For Baoshang Bank, the gov-
ernment took a state takeover,
while for Bank of Jinzhou, the
government introduced some
state-owned strategic investors,”
said Dai Zhifeng, analyst with
Zhongtai Securities Co.

“The latter approach is more
market-oriented and showcased
the determination of regulators
to resolve problematic banks,
while injecting confidence into
the market,” Dai said. REUTERS

MarkeT WATCH
Jury FPI oUTFLOW CROSSES X3.7K CR

New Delhi: Reversing their five-month buying trend, overseas
investors have pressed the exit button in July and pulled out a net

Rs 3,758 crore from the Indian capital markets on account of multiple
headwinds, including the super-rich tax announced in the Budget. PTI

Q1FY20 EARNINGS
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India Inc growth sluggish; rural
distress, poor monsoon to blame

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 28

MIDWAY INTO earnings season,
it is clear that India Inc’s P&L ac-
count remains under pressure.
Revenue growth is so sluggish
that even a modest increase in
costs has not helped companies
protect their margins.

However, the real bad newsis
that the turn in the private sector
capex cycle is a good 12-18
months away and consumption
demand, while it may perk up in
the second half of the year, is un-
likely to rise meaningfully.

Indeed, commentary is more
than cautious, with no CEO talk-
ing of a sustained upturn in de-
mand. Net profits for a sample of
252 companies have fallen some
14 per cent year-on-year; remove
TCS and Reliance Industries, and
they have crashed 28 per cent y-
o-y. Without these two firms, the
revenue growth slows to just 3.2
per cent y-0-y. Much of the weak-
ness in demand is due to a debil-
itated farm sector; the moped
segment, for instance, has been
partly hit due torural distress and
adelayed and deficient monsoon.

While the telecom sector has
been badly bruised — Vodafone
Idea reported a loss of Rs 4,900
crore — profits at automobile
companies have been dented. At

Net profits for a sample of 252 companies have
fallen some 14 per cent y-o0-y; much of the weakness
indemand is due to a debilitated farm sector

Bajaj Auto, operating margins
contracted 250 basis points y-0-y
as the company spent heavily on
marketing and the sales mix was
somewhat adverse. Analysts
think margins could shrink fur-
ther as firms might need to ab-
sorb costs and spend more on
promotions.

The commentary from the
TVS management was subdued;
the industry is expected to see a
fall in volumes in 2019-20.

Maruti Suzuki reported an 18
per cent y-o-y drop in volumes,
which pulled down Q1FY20 prof-
its by nearly 28 per cent y-o-y.
Tata Motors reported a stagger-
ingloss of Rs 3,679 crore, with the
management saying that mar-
gins for the domestic business
would see a marginal correction,
given the market uncertainties.

SIAM on Friday lowered the
guidance for passenger vehicles
fromagrowth of 3-5 per centtoa
de-growth of 2-3 per cent; for
commercial vehicles it trimmed
the estimate froma10-12 per cent
increase to just 2-3 per cent.

Hindustan Unilever saw no
trigger for an immediate recov-

ery and told analysts that the
slowing momentum in the econ-
omy and some liquidity issues
were hurting. The FMCG firm
posted a 5 per cent y-o0-y rise in
volumes — the slowest in seven
quarters.

The Asian Paints manage-
ment was somewhat unsure of
performance in the next few
quarters, given the weak macro
environment, mixed monsoon
trends and chances of a lacklus-
tre festive season. The most wor-
rying comments came from the
Larsen & Toubro management,
which expects private sector
capex to pick up only after 12-18
months.

The stress in rural India is ev-
ident from the results of lenders
such as Mahindra & Mahindra
Financial Services, which re-
ported a sharp surgeinbad loans.
Analysts are concerned asset
quality could deteriorateif the en-
vironment remains weak. In gen-
eral, the growth in advances by
lenders has slowed with demand
for corporate loans staying muted
and much of the growth in credit
seen in the retail space. FE

Foreign assets of over <200 crore
detected in I-T searches in 3 states

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

UNDISCLOSED FOREIGN assets of
more thanRs 200 crore, domestic
taxevasionof over Rs 30 crore,and
black money stashed abroad in
the form of properties in tax
havens were detected during
searches conducted by the
Income Tax Department on July
23, covering 13 premises of a
group controlled by “persons who
have significant political presence
in a neighbouring state”, the
Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) said in a late night state-
ment Sunday.

Though CBDT did not mention
the group in the statement,
sources said the findings are
linked to the recent searches con-
ducted by the taxman against for-
mer Haryana Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal’s son and Congress
leader Kuldeep Bishnoi.

The detection of black money
and foreign assets “may inter alia
lead to severe criminal conse-
quences under the Black Money
Act, 2015, apart fromaction under
the Income Tax Act, 1961”7, the
CBDT said. These findings may
also have multi agency ramifica-
tions, itadded.

Inthe searches covering three
states, Delhi, Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh, the I-T
Department said it found that
black money generated in India

Beijing says
millions of
tonnes of US
soy shipped
to China

REUTERS
BEIJING, JULY 28

THE UNITED States has shipped
several million tonnes of soy-
beans to China since the two
countries’ leaders met in June,
Chinese state media said on
Sunday, an apparent sign of
goodwill before trade talks in
Shanghai this week.

The US-China trade war has
curbed the export of US crops to
China, with soybean sales falling
sharply after Beijing slapped tar-
iffs of 25 per cent on American
cargoes.

China has made enquiries to
US suppliers for the purchase of
soybeans, cotton, pork sorghum
and other agricultural products
since July 19, and some sales
have been made, state broad-
caster CCTV said, citing China’s
National Development and
Reform Commission and
Ministry of Commerce.

“As long as the American
agricultural products are reason-
ably priced and of good quality, it
is expected that there will be
new purchases,” the report said.

‘LINKEDTO
KULDEEP BISHNOI

Express File Photo
M Sources said Sunday’s
findings are linked to
recent searches the I-T
Department conducted
against Haryana Congress
leader Kuldeep Bishnoi

M On Saturday, Bishnoi on
Twitter had said the BJP
was trying to “harass”
him and his family

through various means has been
stashed abroad in the form of lav-
ish properties in the names of for-
eign trusts/companies located in
tax havens.

“Such foreign holdings of the
main persons have remained hid-
den for decades beneath complex
multi-layered structures, located
in different countries including
BVI, Panama, UK, UAE & Jersey.
These structures have involved
various front men and corpora-
tions across continents,” it said.

A person covered during the

search operation trying to obtain
citizenship of a Caribbean Island,
the department said.

Itsaid the group against which
searches were conducted is con-
trolled by persons who have sig-
nificant political presence in a
neighbouring state for decades,
“are occupying responsible polit-
ical positions”, and have “been
generating large amounts of
undisclosed income over several
decades”. “Evidence detected so
far reveals undisclosed cash deal-
ings of huge amounts in immov-
able property transactions, con-
struction etc,” it said.

I-T officials from Delhi had
started carrying out searches at
the residence and business offices
of Bishnoi on Tuesday.

On Saturday, he had said the
BJPwas trying to “harass” himand
his family. “The way the BJP tried
to harass me and my family with
political hatred for four days, it
reflects its close mind. Even my
aged and sick mother was not
spared. I have always lived alife of
honesty and principles. Neither I
feared the BJP nor I will,” Bishnoi
tweeted in Hindi.

The same day, Bhavya,
Bishnoi’s son, had said he had
turned stronger after the searches
by the tax department. “10inspec-
tors, 146 questions, 89 hours later...
BETTER and STRONGER. A big
thank you to all those who sent
their love, blessings & good
vibes..,” he had posted on Twitter.

Govt panel says foreign
firms need not mirror
personal data in India

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 28

IN Amajor concession to overseas
players, a high-level government
panel has done way with the need
for foreign firms to store a copy of
all personal datawithinIndia.Ina
dilution of the recommendations
of the Justice Srikrishna commit-
tee, firms with access tosuch data
can now store and process them
abroad. However, all critical per-
sonal data must still be stored and
processed in the country.

The Srikrishna panel had rec-
ommended that while personal
data can be processed and stored
abroad, a copy needs to be stored
here. The concession could be the
result of reservations expressed
by several US and European firms.

However, at a recent meeting
on the Srikrishna panel report, of-
ficials from the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO), department of
telecommunications, ministry of
information technology and elec-
tronics, NITI Aayog and depart-
ment of promotion of industry
andinternal trade, decided to hold
further discussions with all stake-
holders to decide what would
constitute critical personal data.

Asaresult, the data protection

Bill will not be tabled in the cur-
rent session of Parliament.

For its part, the Srikrishna
committee report had said that
critical personal data will include
passwords, financial data, health
data, official identifier, sex life, sex-
ual orientation, biometricand ge-
netic data, and data that reveals
transgender status, intersex sta-
tus, caste, tribe, religious or polit-
ical beliefs or affiliations of an in-
dividual. However, it had added
that the government should de-
fine critical personal data.

“The Central government
should determine categories of
sensitive personal data which are
critical to the nation having regard
to strategic interests and enforce-
ment requirements,” it had said.

The government panel has,
however, agreed with the
Srikrishna panel on health data
whereithad said personal datare-
lating to health should be permit-
ted to be transferred abroad for
reasons of promptaction or emer-
gency.The relaxation by a govern-
ment panel with regard to storage
and processing of personal data
comes after last month RBI also re-
laxed its April 2018 circular which
required that all payment data
generated in India should be
stored within the country. FE
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“DO YOU look daunted? Do you feel
daunted?” asked Boris Johnson of the crowd
of Conservative Party members who had just
elected him party leader, and thus prime min-
ister. The question was rhetorical, but many of
them did look nervous—and so they should.
Britain now has its third Tory prime minister
since the vote to leave the European Union
three years ago. Its deadlocked Parliament is
refusing to back the exit deal struck with the
EU, even as an October 31st deadline ap-
proaches. The pound is wilting at the prospect
of crashing out with no deal. Steering a course
out of this mess requires an extraordinarily
deft political touch. Yet the Tories have gam-
bled, choosing a populist leader who is no-
body’s idea of a safe pair of hands.

Mr Johnson, who wrote a biography of
Winston Churchill and longs for others to see
him in that mould, resembles his hero in the
sense that he has inherited Britain’s worst cri-
sis since the second world war. Brexit, and a
no-deal exit in particular, promises to hurt
the economy and leave the country diplomat-
ically isolated in a world where its interests
are under threat, as they are right now in the
Strait of Hormuz. The risk is existential for the
United Kingdom, as Brexit wrenches at the
bonds with Scotland and Northern Ireland.

At a time of national gloom, the Tories
hope that Mr Johnson’s ebullience will be
enough to “ping off the guy-ropes of self-
doubt”, as he put it in his jokey acceptance
speech. We hope they are right. But in real-
ity his breezy style seems not so much boldly
Churchillian as unthinkingly reckless. To get
to Downing Street he has made wild prom-
ises about Brexit that he cannot possibly
keep. His fantastical approach means he is
fast heading for no-deal—and therefore a
face-off with Parliament, which seems de-
termined to stop that outcome. Britain
should get ready for one of the bumpiest gov-
ernments in its modern history. It could also
be the shortest.

As they waited for the decision of Tory
members, ordinary Britons, who had no say
inwho would succeed Theresa May as prime
minister, were left wondering which version
of Mr]Johnson they would get. Would it be so-
cially liberal, pro-immigration Boris, or born-
again Eurosceptic Boris? Chameleon that he
is, Mr Johnson has mimicked the increasingly
hardline politics of Tory members. In a sur-
prisingly savage reshuffle, he has appointed
right-wingers to his cabinet: Priti Patel, a past
advocate of the death penalty, is home secre-
tary, and Dominic Raab, an uncompromising
Brexiteer, is foreign secretary. Mr Johnson’s
belief that Donald Trump could provide a
“lifeboat” to Britain as it abandons the EU
stopped him from criticising the president,
even when Mr Trump belittled the Britisham-
bassador to Washington. Such pandering is
dangerous at a time when Britain should be
standing up to American policy on Iran.

Most worrying is his otherworldly Brexit
plan. Mrs May was undone by making unre-
alistic promises about the deal Britain would
get, pledges she spent two miserable years

THE BREXIT ROLLERCOASTER

Here we go

To stop no-deal, Tory MPs must be ready to bring down Boris Johnson
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Britain's Prime Minister Boris Johnson talks with Andy Burnham, the Mayor of Manchester, at the Science and Industry Museum in Manchester, on July 27. Reuters

rowing back from. Mr Johnson has made the
same mistake on alarger scale. He swears he
will bin the “backstop” designed to avoid a
hard border in Ireland, which the EU insists
is non-negotiable. He says Britain need not
pay the exit bill it agreed on. He has vowed to
leave on October 31st, “do or die”. And he
says thatif the EU does not roll over, it would
be “vanishingly inexpensive” for Britain to
leave with no deal. Mrs May found the con-
tact with reality hard enough. For Mr Johnson
it will be even more brutal.

The Brexit rollercoaster has one turning
that leads away from disaster. Mr Johnson
has such a capacity for flip-flopping that,
once in Downing Street and faced with the
consequences of his promises, it is conceiv-

EXTREME WEATHER

Climate blame game

Greenhouse-gas emissions are increasing the frequency of heatwaves

EXTREME HEAT is ruinous to productivity,
particularly if you are a criminal. Several
American police forces posted messages to
their social-media accounts last weekend de-
claring a moratorium on crime. “It is just too
hot to be outside committing crimes,” wrote
the Park Forest Police Department in Illinois,
onits Facebook page. In some cases, it seems
to have worked. “We have had zero cus-
tomers stay the night at our ‘hotel’, so we ap-
preciate all of the criminals adhering to the
heatadvisory,” tweeted the Malden Police in
Massachusetts on Sunday.

The messages came as scorching temper-
atures swept across America, placing more
than 100m people under excessive-heat
warnings. Temperatures hovered either side
of 40°C on the east coast. On July 18th Mitch
Petrus, a well-known retired player of
American football, died of heatstroke after
working outdoors all day. At least five other
deaths have been reported.

Europeans have also been sweating, for
the second time this summer. A month ago,
warm air from the Sahara contributed to
making it the continent’s hottest June on
record. At the top of Mont Blanc, western
Europe’s highest mountain, instruments
recorded 7°C(the normal June temperature
would be below freezing). At Gallargues-le-
Montueux near Nimes, in France, tempera-
tures peaked at 45.9°C. The previous record
anywhere in that country was 1.8°C lower.
Linked to these temperatures, in Alaska and
Portugal, forest fires are raging.

If your hunch is that this kind of extreme
weather is more common today than it was
once-upon-a-time, you are correct. When, in
2003, tens of thousands of people in Europe
died prematurely as a result of a two-week
heatwave, it was deemed to be a once-in-
1,000-years event. Twelve years later, a study
led by Nikolaos Christidis of the Hadley Centre,
the climate-research division of Britain’s Met
Office, found that heatwaves of this severity

had become once-in-100-years events, and
would be commonplace by the 2040s.

The question on many people’s minds is
whether these changes, and specific events
like this week’s temperatures in Americaand
Europe, are caused by greenhouse gases ac-
cumulating in the atmosphere. For years, the
semi-official line was that no single weather
event could be blamed on climate change,
only trends. That began to change in 2004,
with the publication of the first “attribution”
study. This focused on the European heat-
wave of 2003, when average summer tem-
peratures broke through a threshold until
then unbreached in 150 years of records. By
comparing simulations of a world with and
without greenhouse-gas emissions, Peter
Stott at the Met Office and his colleagues
found that climate change had made the
record-breaking heatwave at least twice as
likely as it would otherwise have been.

Since then, research of this sort, intended
to study how climate change is already pro-
moting extreme weather, has grown rapidly.
Arecent, extended drought in California has
been linked to greenhouse-gas emissions, as
was the extreme heat southern Europe ex-
perienced during the summer of 2017. That
event was made at least ten times more likely
by climate change according to work pub-
lished later that year by World Weather
Attribution, a collaboration between experts
in these sorts of analyses.

Shortening odds

Attribution work does not concern itself
only with heat. Floods, storms and cold spells
also carry a climatic fingerprint. When
Hurricane Harvey hit America in August
2017, it stalled over Texas, delivering huge
quantities of rain, which caused heavy flood-
ing and more than 80 deaths. On that occa-
sion, World Weather Attribution found that
climate change was responsible for intensi-
fying precipitation levels by between 8% and

able that he may simply drop them. His
charm might help guide a slightly modified
deal through Parliament. Europe is ready to
help. But the chance that he will compro-
mise seems slight. Whereas Mrs May had
two years to retreat from her overblown
commitments, Mr Johnson has just three
months to eat his words. The Conservatives’
working majority is only three (and may go
down to one after a by-election next week),
with plenty of rebels on both the Brexit and
Remain wings. So doing a deal would prob-
ably mean working with Labour, whose
price is a second referendum. That would
be a good outcome for the country, which
deserves a chance to say whether the warts-
and-all reality of Brexit matches up to the

19%. Since 2012, the Bulletin of the American
Meteorological Society has published an an-
nual compendium of attribution studies.
Roughly 70% of events scrutinised show
some influence from climate change.

One challenge has been to do the analy-
ses faster. Findings connected with the heat-
wave of 2003 took a year to appear, by which
time public interest had mostly moved on.
The goal today is to offer a verdict on the in-
fluence of climate change on particular me-
teorological events more or less as they are
happening. Here, the Met Office has been
leading the way, with its Dutch, French and
German counterparts close behind. But many
other places do not have the capacity to carry
out the onerous computer-modelling re-
quired. As aresult, a European Union project
planned to start before November will seek
to provide contemporaneous weather-attri-
bution analyses for the continent.

Aninadvertent early test of how this could
work took place last month, when many of
Europe’s attribution scientists gathered at a
statistical-climatology meeting in Toulouse,
justas the June heatwave hit. Within days they
published their conclusions. Accumulating
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere had
made the event at least five times more likely
than would otherwise have been the case.

Such statements help show that the dan-
ger posed by climate change is clear and
present, not just something for future gen-
erations to worry about. Heatwaves, for ex-
ample, sometimes kill by the thousand—and
can cause more casualties than other mete-
orological extremes, such as floods and hur-
ricanes. But attribution also provides useful
guidance to policymakers.

For instance, information about how
much more likely an event is today than it
was 50 or 100 years ago can assist decisions
about building and adapting infrastructure.
If what were thought of as once-in-a-millen-
nium heatwaves now come once a century

fantasy version it was sold in 2016. But the
red lines in which Mr Johnson has entan-
gled himself will probably keep such a deal
out of reach.

That means the risk is growing that Mr
Johnson will set a course for no-deal, billing
itas courageous and Churchillian rather than
the needless act of self-harm it really is. Some
Brexiteers are following his lead in blustering
that the warnings of damage to the economy,
the union and Britain’s international stand-
ing are fake news. Others argue that those
are simply the costs of getting Brexit done.
But a no-deal exit would not accomplish
even that. Talks with the EU on unresolved
aspects of the relationship would have to re-
sume, only with Britain outside the cluband

negotiating on worse terms than before. As
for upholding democracy, there is no man-
date for no-deal, which was not in the Leave
prospectus, nor advocated by any party in
the last election. Indeed, it is opposed by ma-
jorities of both Parliament and the public.
Some hardline Brexiteers say Parliament
should be suspended so that no-deal can be
forced through—in the name of democracy.
The grotesqueness of this speaks for itself.
Yet Mr Johnson has not ruled it out.

If he tries such a reckless gambit,
Parliament must stand in his way. It may be
thatits only course is a vote of no confidence.
That would need at least some Conservative
MPs to vote to bring down their own govern-
ment, something that has not happened

since rebel Tories helped turf out Neville
Chamberlain in 1940. It would mean yet
more uncertainty. Today’s polls show a four-
party split, making any resulting election a
lottery. But wavering Tories should be in no
doubt that if Mr Johnson is allowed to sus-
pend democracy to force through a no-deal
Brexit that whacks the economy and risks
the union, it will not only be a betrayal of the
country, it might well spell the end of the
Conservative Party. And Mr Johnson should
be in no doubt that unless he ditches the fan-
tastical promises and gets serious about do-
ing a deal, he may end up being compared
not to Churchill, but to Chamberlain.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019

Firefighters help to put out a forest fire near the village of Vila de Rei, Portugal, on July 21. Reuters

and will soon become so frequent as to be
normal, then public-health systems need to
be designed to cope with an influx of people
suffering from heat stress. Likewise, if big
floods are more frequent, water-handling sys-
tems need to be expanded and flood defences
raised. Insurance and reinsurance companies
are paying particular attention, because these
calculations help them reassess risk levels.

Conversely, some people blamed climate
change for a drought in south-eastern Brazil
in 2014 and 2015, in which water levels in
reservoirs around Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro
fell to between 3% and 5% of capacity. But a
study published in 2015 by Friederike Otto of
the Environmental Change Institute at Oxford
University found no sign that greenhouse-gas
emissions had raised the risk of drought. Dr
Otto concluded instead that a quadrupling of
Sao Paulo’s population since 1960 had put
pressure on scarce water supplies.

Attribution science is also playingarolein
courtrooms and human-rights hearings. A
study published in 2015 showed that climate
change contributed to the high wind speeds
of supertyphoon Haiyan, which blew
through the Philippines in 2013, killing more
than 6,000 people. Those stronger winds cre-
ated a much bigger storm surge. The matter
was raised during hearings held by the
Philippine Commission on Human Rights
last year, which sought to explore the ques-
tion of whether fossil-fuel companies could
be held responsible.

Clear, present and lethal?

Others have sought to pin companies
down more specifically. In one widely re-
ported lawsuit, Satl Luciano Lliuya, a Peruvian
farmer, is suing RWE, a German energy firm,
for contributing to the melting of a mountain
glacier that threatens to sweep away his vil-

lage. Mr Luciano Lliuya’s counsel, Roda
Verheyen, has said that the case “was mostly
made possible by the advancement of...attri-
butionscience”. Lindene Patton, alawyer with
the Earth and Water Law Group, a firm spe-
cialising in environmental law, has written
that “the science of event attribution may be-
come a driver of litigation, as it shifts under-
standing of what weather is expected and,
relevantly for law, foreseeable.”

To a layman, however good attribution
science has become, trying to use it to link
an event in the Peruvian Andes to a particu-
lar firm in Germany looks a bit of a stretch.
But whether or not Mr Luciano Lliuya wins
his case, the fact it is even being heard is a
straw in the wind—and a sign that global
warming can change metaphorical weather
patterns as well as real ones.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019
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CROSSWORD 3870

ACROSS

1 Warded off quiet raiderin
disguise (7)

4 Ananimal or bird that runs

from left to right

(5)

Asingular occasion (4)

Some rain upset the gypsies

(8)

10 Bringabout - arocket’s
launch? (44,2)

12 Quiet little brook anything but
quiet (6)

13 Recoverone’s possession?
(6)

15 Speak about nothingin
particular (10)

18 Theatrical account?
(8)

19 Leader of conspiracy getsa
long time in the pen
(4)

20 Those reformed show spirit
(5)

21 Origin of the first book (7)

0

DOWN

1 Apointinfavour of New
Guinea initially (5)

2 Hope for the lost and the sick
(8)

3 Liable todrop off ? (6)

4 Sortof lady we hate to go
before (4,3,3)

5 Leading sea power
(4)

6 Heemergedina USSR shake-
up(7)

9 People are genuinely moved
by its high-wire performance
(7.3)

11 Head south for the big cities
(8)

12 Church eminence (7)

14 It provides some standing for a
girl on stage
(33)

16 Level betting for the first
woman to get two points
(5)

17 Aquarterrefuse to bathe (4)

Solutions Crossword 3869: Across: 1 Hunting crop, 9 Augment, 10 Pater, 11 Ends,
12 Pilchard, 14 Indoor, 16 Stoker, 18 Lamppost, 19 Frau, 22 Issue, 23 Denture, 24
Reverse side. Down: 2 Urged, 3 Thee, 4 Nitwit, 5 Capacity, 6 Outback, 7 Material aid,
8 Trade routes, 13 Complete, 15 Demesne, 17 Asides, 20 Round, 21 Inns.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.

Arthasto_____anddesign does not, unlessit’sagood designfora__-David Hockney
(4.3..3)
RWEOO CLPUMY
HMSUU AELRBV
ASwpoy piaeq

- SN( e 10J USISOP POOS B S J1 SS9[UN ‘10U S0P USISIP pUB NOA 9AOW 03 Sey 1Y :ToMSuy
TVERIAA ADANT ‘SNIANH “YIOOM :NOLLNTOS

PERSONAL

I, Shyam Narayan S/o Sukhari
Singh R/0.KH.N0.793, Swami-
Sharda Nand-Park, Near
Animal-Hospital, Rajeev-
Nagar Bhalswa-Dairy, Badli,
Delhi-110042. have changed
my name to Shyam Narayan
singh., for all purposes.

0040505117-10

I, Seema w/o Pritpal Singh
Bhatiar/o WZ-16, Upper
Ground Floor, Gali no-1, Hind
Nagar, Tilak Nagar, Delhi-
110018, have changed my
name to SEEMA BHATIA
permanently.  0040505045-2

I, Niketa D/o, Mr Vinod LohiaR/0
101, Mutfarrik Nayi Basti-2,
Shyam Puri, Khatauli,
Muzaffarnagar UP-251201
have changed my name to
Niketa Lohia for all purposes.

0040505133-6

I, Neeraj Kumar S/o0 Moti Lal
Shah R/o0D-1/296, GaliNo-12,3
Rd Pusta Sonia Vihar, Karawal
Nagar, Delhi-94, have changed
my name to Neeraj Kumar
Shah. 0040505151-1

| Sanjeev Kumar S/o Jagannath
R/0-E-234 Amar-Colony Lajpat
Nagar-4 Delhi-110024. Have
Change My Name To Sanjeev
Kumar Arora.  0040505133-5

l, Ishaan s/o Shamsher
Chaudhary r/o WZ-269, Tihar
Village, Delhi-110018, have
changed my name to Ishan
Chaudhary permanently.

0040505045-1

I, Geeta Rani W/0 Vijay Kumar
R/0 F-131, F-Block, Gandhi
Vihar, Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-
110009. Changed My Name To
Geeta Sethi. 0040505117-8

I, Daya Rani W/o Mukesh Kumar
Jain R/0-144, Sector-14,
Sonipat have changed my
name to Daya Jain for all
purposes. 0040505117-9

I, Ankita Mittal W/o Shri Vijay
Kumar Aggarwal R/o0 T-24/10,
Second Floor, DLF Phase-3,
Gurugram, Haryana-122010
have changed my name from
Ankita Mittal to Ankita Mithal
forall purposes. 0040505077-1

I Sadhu Saralsheeldass s/o0
Lakshmi Narayan Shukla R/o-
39-c,Janta Flats Ashok Vihar
Phase-3 Delhi-110052 have
changed name Amit Shukla for
future. 0040505161-2

| Rashmeet Kaur Sohal D/o
Kawaljeet Singh R/0 WZ-310B,
Street No.17,Shiv Nagar, ND-58
have changed my nameto
Rashmeet Sohal for all future
purposes. 0040505035-1

I, Mamta Ahuja W/o Bharat
AhujaR/0 J-6/121 Second Floor,
Rajouri Garden, New Delhi-
110027 have changed my name
from Arora Mamta Krushnalal
to Mamta Ahuja for all future
purposes. 40505162

l,Lakshmi Narayan Shukla,S/o-
Chander Bhushan Shukla,R/0-
39-C,JantaFlats,Ashok
Vihar,Phase-3,Delhi-110052,by
mistake my name mentioned
Laxmi Narayan Shuklain
passport of my sin Sadhu
Saralsheeldass but original
name is Lakshmi Narayan
Shukla. 0040505161-1

I, Yash S/0O Satnarain Garg R/O
D-479, Sector-1, Avantika,
Rohini, Delhi-110085. Have
Changed My Name To Yash
Garg. 0040505117-7

I, Mayur S/o Shri Ajit Kumar Jain
R/o Free India Electric House,
Saheed Road, Gaya, Bihar have
changed my name from Mayur
to Mayur Jain for all purposes

0040505076-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that |
DHIRENDRA S/O DEVENDRA ,
residing at E-381, E-Block,
Ambedkar Vihar, Johripur, Delhi-
110094 declare that name of
mine and my father has been
wrongly written as DHIRENDER
and DEVENDER in my Caste
Certificate  No.  SC/04/42/
2392/5/7/2006/18742/12682.
The actual name of mine and my
father are DHIRENDRA and
DEVENDRA respectively, which
may be amended accordingly.

It is certified that | have complied
with other legal requirement in
this connection.

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

Difficulty Level 2s
Instructions

Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level

1s =Very easy; 2s =Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s =
Genius

SUDOKU 3922

NOTICE INVITING TENDER(NIT)
(Only Through E-Tendering Mode)
VOCPT E-Tendering Website : www.tenderwizard.com/VOCPT

NIT No. & Dated 11CE/RCM&BMR/2019-20/D.1755

Dated:26.07.2019

Name of Work Construction of shore protection
bund in front of Administrative
office Building at
V.0.Chidambaranar Port Trust

EstimatedAmount  Rs. 2.02Cr.

Downloading of 29.07.2019 to 20.08.2019

Tender documents

fromVOCPT
online e-tendering
website.

Last Date and Time
for submission

of Tenders through
online

20.08.2019 upto15.00 Hrs

Online Technical 20.08.2019 at 15.30Hrs
Bid Opening

date and time

For further details, please visit
Port's website www.vocport.gov.in

SOLUTION SUDOKU 3921
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DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Please don’t wait for
others to give you
the green light. The
Sun is now mixing
with a sector of your
horoscope responsible for
thought and communication,
soit’s time to get going.
Prevaricate no longer, for if you
blow this week’s opportunity,
you might have a long wait
until the chance comes
around again.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
There are significant
lunar alignments
coming upinafew
days’ time, an

indication that the right moves

this week could lead to a very
profitable business association
in the near future. Expect
heartening news by the end of
the week, and set your sights on
your highest goals.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
The Moon is now
playing a deeply
sociable role. If you
need friends, allies

and supporters later in the

week, now is the time to do the
spadework, convincing other
people and partners that you
are the face of the future. Just
one problem though — the facts
may be anything but clear.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Let’slook at the
long-term for a
change: special
planets together are

urging you to make a renewed

bid for freedom, re-
establishing your personal
independence in all the areas
that count. Sheer enthusiasm
takes you part of the way, but
you’ll have to put in the extra
hours as well.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Professional
schemes should now
be under way. You
still have a few

weeks to discuss plans, cross

the t'sand dot thei’s, but the
foundations should now be laid.

From this vantage point you

should broaden your horizons

and contemplate a more
fulfilling existence.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Because this week’s
lunar patterns
stimulate lively
regions of your chart,

your priority will be to be

noticed. This is no time to hide
behind a poor self-image ora
mistaken notion that certain
goals are beyond you. The
future will be here sooner than
you think.

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Stick to the rules
and conventional
methods and you
won't go far wrong.
You see, whatever your
feelings today, the week’s
planetary configurations run
solidly in your favour, and
there is little that can go
wrong. The Moon, by the way,
could help you clear up
amystery.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Certain things need
to be said and a few
home truths
delivered, especially

now that Mercury is

edging towards its

confrontational relationship

with Pluto. Clear the air now
and you’ll avert traumas in
weeks to come. Not only that,
but partners will thank you
forit.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 23)
Don’t expect instant
results or demand
that partners fitin
with your plans.

Imminent lunar patterns are

bound to adjust yourideas, so

whatever is decided now will
be changed by the end of the
week. That's why you’'ll do best
to keep your options open and
your diary free.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)
Maximise the feel-
good factor. Itis clear
from this week’s
stars that the

potential is present for a radical

boost in your physical well-
being. Now is the time to take
whatever appropriate action is
called for. Rest and relaxation
are required.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Powerful lunar
movements
overshadow your
emotions this week.

Therefore, don’t just sit

around day-dreaming about

exotic places — do something
about it. If family members
are waiting to hear from you,
don’t delay. Get out

there and let them know
you care.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
You have an
unfortunate
habit of being too
self-critical. You may
therefore imagine that
you have offended people
or embarrassed yourself
whenin fact your behaviour has
either gone unnoticed —
or, in some cases, it’s
actually been highly
appreciated.
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POLICE HEADQUARTERS, CHHATTISGARH, ATAL NAGAR, RAIPUR

No.PHQ/Sec-10/Kit-Clo/(27)/3605/19

Naya Raipur, Dated 26/07/2019

Sealed tenders are being invited from Original Equipment Manufacturer (O.E.M.) for the following item:-

SI.LNo Name of Item Qty
1 Camouflage
Disruptive Pattern Mtr.

Uniform Made of
Nylon and Cotton
Material

Specification

Cloth 58000 Fabric : NAYCO

As per specification (Attached).
Colour/Print :

Base Colour plus Disruptive
Printing in more than two
colours as per requirements.
(Figure-1, Figure-2)

For referece.

EMD in Rs.

Remarks

7,00,000/- 4 Mtr. Advance Sample

to prove conformity to
the specification must
be submitted with Lab
Test Report approved from
NITRA Ghajiabad (U.P.) Lab.

The cost of the tender document, State Govt. Challan of Rs. 2000/- (Rupees Two thousand only) amount to be deposit-
ed in the Head of A/C- 0055-Police-800-other receipt or it shall be in the form of Demond Draft of State Bank of
India/scheduled Bank (other than cooperative Bank) payable at Raipur in favour of Assistant Inspector General of
Police (Accounts), Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Atal Nagar Raipur. Tender Fee is non refundable and can’t be
exempted in any condition. The tender document may be obtained from the following address:

Spl. D.G. (P&P)

Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Atal Nagar, Raipur.
Pin:- 492 002. Phone & Fax: 0771-2431210, 2229622

The tender offer in the prescribed tender form along with all the relevant documents sealed and complet-
ed in all the respect must be submitted as per the schedule below.

a) Address for submission of tender document :-

SCHEDULE FOR TENDER

b) Last date & time for Submission of Tender Document:- 12/09/2019 till 03.00 pm

c) Place, Time and Date of opening Technical Bid :-

d) Place, Time and Date of opening Financial Bid :-

e) Date till which the Bid to remain valid :-

12/09/2019 till 04.00 pm
Shall be intimated.

Spl. D.G. (P&P), Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Atal Nagar, Raipur.

Spl. D.G. (P&P), Police Headquarters, Chhattisgarh, Atal Nagar, Raipur.

180 days from the scheduled date of submission of the Bid.

Note:- 1. In case of tender opening date being declared as holiday, tenders will be opened on next working day.

2. Tender documents can be downloaded from website www.cgpolice.gov.in and at the time of submission date, tender document fee
2000/- will be paid in the form of State Govt. Chalan or demand draft.

3. Modification/Amendments/corrigendum, if any shall not be Advertised in the news paper but shall be published in the aforesaid web
site only. Sd/-

72194

A.LG. of Police (P&P)

For-Director General of Police

forear- feamIgR (B 1)
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Skin Deep

An app opens a
conversation on the
ravages of time

DESPITE WELL-PUBLICISED concerns
that our personal information was be-
ing compromised, over a hundred
million people downloaded FaceApp
that uses artificial intelligence to alter
an image in seconds. And voila! The
users are provided with a disconcert-
ing glimpse of what they’ll look like
in their old age. Everywhere online, |
could see posts of my friends and ac-
quaintances, inexplicably and
proudly, sharing an image of their 80-
year-old selves. Is FaceApp accurate?
Who knows, but the results seem
convincing. My future self displayed
my teeth more prominently and
made my hair frizzier. We can be sure
that in keeping with the unwritten
but accepted rules of social media —
people present a curated and glam-
orous avatar — FaceApp, too, is show-
casing a best case scenario of what
we'll be a few decades hence.

How is one to make sense of the
fact that the whole world was seek-
ing out this experience of seeing our
future faces, that we try, fervently and
everyday — through diet, exercise and
anti-aging products — not to become?
It's not news that society is obsessed
with youth. Indian cinema or
Hollywood, both are defined by 20-
somethings. The use of botox, colla-
gen shots and fillers is on the rise to
push anidealised standard of beauty
that revolves around, you guessed it,
youth. On social media, youngsters
spend painstaking hours figuring out
the tricks of lighting and exposure
with the hundreds of filters that make
blemishes and dark circles disappear.
Realms have been written on how the
Instagram generation has contributed
to the beauty industry, the desire for
the perfect photograph spawning
businesses in coloured contacts and
500 dollar creams made of seaweed
extract sought from the depths of the
Norwegian Sea. So then, what ex-
plains the lure of an app that makes
us see ourselves in an unflattering
light, and forces us, in a sense, to con-
tend with our own mortality?

The popularity of FaceApp suggests
that we simply cannot resist a narcis-
sistic peek at our own decline, though
seen from the vantage point of middle
age it still feels distant, like something
that happens to other people. Youth
may be wasted on the young but the
view of old age by the young should
promptallittle existential angst, surely.
If nothing else, FaceApp certainly hits
home about ageing being around the
cornetr, arriving faster than we can fin-
ish everything we set out to do. The
mere image of our wrinkled, battered
selves should spur us into better time
management and give us a new per-
spective on the importance of the here
and now. However, most appear
merely bemused by the sight of them-
selves as individuals with metaphori-
cal walking sticks. Their curiosity sated,
it’s back to the far more uplifting
BeautyApp, that has the magical abil-
ity to make a pimple vanish off a nose.
FaceApp isn’t provoking any deep re-
alisations like we're all heading to the
same destination, albeit on different
boats, some rickety, some smooth, and
how we look really doesn’t matter.

Perhaps the reason people have
this morbid fascination to see them-
selves in their final years is because a
photograph represents just the out-
side, and the indignities of old age,
which is the real challenge, remain
concealed. There’s nothing pretty
about growing old, having to worry
about discomfort and hospital bills
and feel your body betraying you lit-
tle by little. How you look in old age is
actually the least of the problems.
Having said that, there’s nothing
wrong with wanting to disguise flaws
to the best of your ability aslong as one
reconciles to the fact that eventually
our faces will be marked by time.

Inany case, ageing beats the alter-
native, hollow. We should be so lucky
to live to what FaceApp so enthusias-
tically predicts; that selfie with salt
and pepper hair, and conveniently mi-
nus the health-related ravages.
Because, alas, there’s no app for that.

hutkayfilms@gmail.com

There’s nothing wrong with
wanting to disguise flaws to
the best of your ability as
long as one reconciles to the
fact that eventually our
faces will be marked by time

Ajeet Singh Palawat in a still from Vikarmorvashiyam; (below) the actor Rohit Paras Jain

On a Roll

Ajeet Singh Palawat, whose play Eidgah Ke Jinnat will be staged next month,
is gaining recognition as one of the most versatile actors on stage

DIPANITANATH

AT THE National School of Drama (NSD) in
Delhi, which he entered in 2007, Ajeet Singh
Palawat used to be known as the fresher
withanattitude problem. Considered arro-
gant and temperamental at the beginning
of the first year, he attempted to change and
became more likeable by the end of the year.
It was an early sign that Palawat can
transform, mind and body, as a person and
anactor.

“Heis one of the most versatile actorsin
the country today,” says Abhishek
Majumdar, the Bengaluru-based director
who cast Palawat in the award-winning
Muktidham as amurderous religious fanatic.
Palawat plays the role of First Soldier in an-
other critically-acclaimed production by
Majumdar, Eidgah Ke Jinnat, which will be
staged at Prithvi Theatre in Mumbai from
August9to 11.

His character, First Soldier has been
posted at Lal Chowk in Srinagar for three
years straight. No other jawan haslasted that
longin this fraught site. Palawat has created
an entire back story for First Soldier — his
name is Govardhan Gopal Mishra and he is
from a village in Uttar Pradesh — that audi-
ences will never know. When Majumdar
asked the cast to show the animal instinct
of their characters, Palawat found First
Soldier in asnake. “Ifeel thata snakeis very
attentive. It is aware of where it is going,
where an attack can come from, how far a
prey is hiding and of you watching it. First
Soldier is like that. Every new soldier who
comes to Lal Chowk is placed under him,”
says Palawat, who is from Jaipur and, now,
lives in Mumbai.

Acting since childhood, he inherited his
love for literature and the arts from his ma-
ternal grandfather, Prabhudan Singh Kaviya,
who was a writer and poet. In Class VII,
Palawat wrote a skit on population explo-

I think he one of the finest
actors who can handle
nuances and go deeper, but
you have to shake him up

MOHIT TAKALKAR
THEATRE DIRECTOR

sion and performed it publicly. From Class
IX, he began aiming for NSD and spent his
waking hours creating theatre. In 2006, he
met another rising actor, Ipshita
Chakraborty, who was also preparing for
NSD. Chakraborty would become a catalyst
in Palwat's growth as a performer.

NSD exposed him to an array of direc-
tors, each with a different approach to the-
atre. Palawat has acted in Kavalam Narayana
Panikkar’s Shakuntalam, Anuradha Kapur’s
Virasat, KS Rajendan’s Vikarmorvashiyam,
Dinesh Khanna'’s Teen Behne and Ranjeet
Kapoor’s Wrong Turm,among others. Kerala-
based director Prashant Narayanan chose
him for his play, Makrdhwajan, in 2014, in
the role of Hanuman and Palawat won over
the audiences.

Backin Jaipur, he and Chakraborty, who
are now married, have set up a theatre group

SNAP SHOT

Studying the
Master

THE BALTIMORE Museum of Art will re-
ceive USD 5 million to establish a new cen-
ter dedicated to the works of French artist
Henri Matisse. Once itopens in 2021, it will
mount rotating exhibitions featuring his
works on paper and will aid scholars con-
ducting research on the painter. To be
named Ruth R Marder Center for Matisse
Studies, it will own a collection of 1,200

called Ujaagar. They created a musical based
on William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer
Night's Dream, titled Kasumal Sapno. The play
was invited to the Karachi International
Theatre Festival in 2015. The two are now
performing dramatic readings of Rajathan
writer Vijaydan Dehta’s two stories, Kenchuli
and Mooji Soorma, in an attempt to spread
awareness about him.

Palawat'’s theatre career can be seen in
two parts — pre and post Main Hun Yusuf
Aur Yeh Hain Mera Bhai. Pune-based director
Mohit Takalkar cast himin the play in 2015
and drew out an actor that Palawat had
never shown before. The title role of Yusuf,
an odd, eccentric man-child, has a visceral
innocence that Palawat brought alive on
stage. “I had worked with Ajeet long back
when I had directed a play called Comrade
Kumbhaaran. He came across as a very
strong actor but, in some ways, I thought he
tried to tackle everything like math — this
character would behave in this way, that
characterwould do things inthat way. He is
nota person who would show his emotions
in front of others. In Yusuf, we saw a Ajeet
whois avery emotional and sensitive,” says
Takalkar. The role won Palawat a Jury Special
Mention for Best Actor at the Mahindra
Excellence in Theatre Awards 2016.The play
won four more awards.

Takalkar has cast Palawat in Gajab Kahani
aswell as his film, The Bright Day. “I think he
one of the finest actors who can handle nu-
ances and go deeper, but you have to shake
him up. He has had fantastic training but
needs to be more patient. He is the kind of
actorwho tries towrestle with a characterin
five days and, if he cannot do that, he reverts
to the bag of tricks he has learnt,” says
Takalkar, adding that a lot of credit for
Palawat’s growth as an actor goes to the
trainer he has at home, Chakraborty. “She
challenges him and he is answerable to her
in private. That has also brought out the
Ajeet we see on stage,” says Takalkar.

paintings, sculptures, drawings, prints and
illustrated books by the artist. The museum
had received 500 works from the
Baltimore-based sisters Claribel and Etta
Cone, to which 700 additional artworks
were later added, including some presented
by Matisse’s daughter and other family
members. The artist who died in 1954 is one
of the leaders of the flauvist movement that
saught to create a new picture defined by
the use of colour. He worked in a variety of
media and is considered one of the great-
est colourists of the 20th century.
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OVER THE MOON

Two months after his appointment as the UK’s poet
laureate, Simon Armitage has penned his first poem, in
which he commemorates the 1969 moon landing. He
compares American astronauts to the Spanish explorers
who conquered the Americas in the 16th century.

UNDER Assilver prism-like structure
that covered the ramp, designer duo
Falguni and Shane Peacock unveiled
their couture collection “Bonjour Amer”
on Friday night at the India Couture
Week in Delhi. The collection paid trib-
ute to the intricate history and layered
architecture of the Pink City, Jaipur.
High on drama, the show featured
lehengas, statement gowns and sarees.
We saw some tunics paired with tight-
fitted cigarette pants as well. True to the
expectations, the collection was heavy
on feathers, crystals and diamante.
Tassels, ruffles and sequins enhanced
the couture element in the creations.
Layered capes and corset-like blouses

were also spotted on the ramp. Apart
from several clients in Bollywood, the
likes of Beyonce and Lady Gaga have
also been seen in the duo's creations.
Their showstopper for the day was ac-
tor Sara Ali Khan, in an ivory-hued
lehenga with a voluminous skirt paired
with a fitted crop top. Her brother
Ibrahim Ali Khan and co-star in Imtiaz
Ali’s next venture, Kartik Aaryan, were
also seen seated in the front row.

The collection's colour palette was
dominated by muted hues of vanilla
white, hazy green and cream gold.
Breaking the monotony was
model Lakshmi Rana in a sparkling red,
tiered ensemble. EFS

WEEK AHEAD

Genius Speaks

THE PLAY Einstein is directed by
Naseeruddin Shah and written by Gabriel
Emmanuel, a German Jew who lives in Tel
Aviv. In the solo act, Shah will recreate the
time before World War II, when the Nazi
party was gaining popularity. He will tell
the story of the physicist's life, speaking to
us from the US, even as his Theory of
Relativity was being used for creating war
weapons. On August 31, 7 pm, at Orana
Conventions, Sector 64, Gurugram, and on
September 1, 8 pm, at Sirifort Auditorium.
Tickets on Bookmyshow.

The Year that Was

ON A cold September morning in 1844, a

Food Fiesta

ON THROUGH July, August and
September, Olive Qutub is celebrating its
15 years with a selected list of dishes
brought together by its head chef, Dhruv
Oberoi. The menu is divided into the cat-
egories of Flora, Fauna and Marine. While
Florais their take on summer ingredients
and has appetisers such Melon and Rose
Argo Dolce and Foxtail Millet, Marine
comprises seafood. Fauna comprises
meats and poultry. At One Style Mile,
Mehrauli. Timings: 12 pmto 3.30 pmand
730 pmto 12 pm.

Music Blues

AN ELECTRIC blues and rock band based

young man from Bavaria stands ona New
York dockside along with his two broth-
ers. And 163 years later, the firm they es-
tablish — Lehman Brothers — declares
bankruptcy, and triggers the largest finan-
cial crisis in history. Award-winning film-
maker Sam Mendes has directed the
English version of Stefano Massini’s po-
etic play, The Lehman Trilogy. On August
11, 7 pm, at The Stein Auditorium, India
Habitat Centre. Tickets on Bookmyshow.

in Pune, Lal and The People, which has
released an EP titled Bad Case of Blues re-
cently, will perform in Delhi. The band
was formed in October 2014. The sole
songwriter of the band, Rohit Lalwani is
influenced by hard-hitting blues, rock
music, soul and R&B. The backing band
changes frequently, as per the needs. On
August 2,9 pm, at The Piano Man Jazz
Club, Safdarjung Enclave. Tickets are
available on Bookmyshow.

‘I have learnt to be more fearless’

Filmmaker Goldie Behl on his web series RejectX, his failures and how the story is becoming bigger than the star

PARTHKHATAU

DIRECTOR OF films such as Drona (2008) and
Bas Itna Sa Khwaab Hai (2001), filmmaker
Goldie Behl has made his digital debut with
Zee 5’s web series RejectX, a high school
drama that premiered on July 25. He talks
about web-streaming platforms, his fears
and getting through tough times after wife
Sonali Bendre was diagnosed with cancer.

Several Indian web series have come
out in the recent past. Where does
RejectX stand?

[ have never played it safe when it comes
to work. Many of the web series we've seen
lately are intense dramas and thrillers that
are often esoteric. | wanted to do a campus
musical for a while. I produced a television
show called Remix, between 2004 to 2006,
and have been itching to do another. The

Producer-director Goldie Behl; (right) a still from RejectX

younger generation will identify with it.
Nowadays children are bolder and more
confident. The show is a musical thriller set
in a campus in Singapore and has students
dealing with issues such as fat-shaming,
gender fluidity and porn addiction. Sneha
Khanwalkar has given the music, which has
alotof’90s rap besides ballad and romantic
songs. The show is based on my observa-
tions of the youth. Many people call today’s
generation ‘entitled’ but I don’t see it that
way. I feel that they haven’t seen any worse
and we cannot blame them for that.

Where do you think you went wrong
with projects such as Drona and I, Me
Aur Main? Do you think you've found
your calling in the digital format?

Yes, I would like to think so. In the past, I
made movies where tried to pack too much
into one film and it got confusing. In a web
series format, I can tell multiple stories with

complex characters, which I find very excit-
ing. [ used to take criticism to heart, which
was wrong. I have learnt to be more fearless.

I believe you stated that the web format
pays more attention to content and not
the star actors.

Yes, it does, and I think we are seeing that
shift in films too. Unfortunately, it is strong
content that makes the actor a star,and then
he/she remains a star with the next project
that focuses on them.

The past year has been difficult for
you personally.

It has, but one has to be positive. [ was in
New York for Sonali’s cancer treatment and
alot of the writing was done there.l am glad
we came through a tough time. [ lost my fa-
ther when I was 15 and that was the worst
year of my life. I would say this is better
than that.
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A Tour for the (young) ages

South America’s first winner of cycling’s greatest race owes some gratitude
to fortune and Mother Nature, but Egan Bernal, at 22 the youngest Tour de
France winner since World War II, had already been tipped for great things

KNOW THE CHAMPION

M Bernal hails from the Colombian
town of Zipaquira, some 30 km from
the capital Bogota. Zipaquira is 2,700m
above sea level. It is said that Bernal's
trips to his mother's hometown, Pacho,
required him to negotiate a pass which
reached 3,600, preparing him for the
rigours of the gruelling Tour.

M Bernal's father German couldn't afford
to follow his passion for the sport due to
financial constraints and to dissuade his
son from the sport, sent him on long
hikes on his cousin's heavy bike. But it
only intensified Bernal's passion.

“I've searched and searched for
therider that might be the next

Chris Froome, who would be our
next big leader for Grand Tours.
My choice was Bernal.”

DAVE BRAILSFORD
SKY, NOW INEOS, CHIEF

HOME HEARTBREAK

M France has not had a winner since
Bernard Hinaultin 1985. But in Julian
Alaphilippe and Thibault Pinot, the
country had two riders who raised
visions of ending the long wait.
Alaphilippe held the coveted yellow
jersey for 14 days while the latter won
on the first of seven 2,000m peaks
scaled by the highest Tour in history.

M But their prospects were dashed just

BRIEFLY

Gettinginand out of
teamdents self-belief,
says Shreyas

New Delhi: Shreyas Iyer says that “get-
tinginand out of the team doesn’t cre-
ateagood pattern” and dents a player’s
self belief in the long run. The 24-year-
old Iyeris getting ready for the upcom-
ing limited overs series in the
Caribbean having earned a recall after
adisappointing World Cup snub. This
is his second coming and he wants a
few more chances that will help him
cement his place inthe side. “If you are
really a good talent, then you need a
certain amount of chances to prove
yourself and get acclimatised to the
conditions,” Iyer told PTI. “If you keep
coming inand going out (of the team),
it doesn’t really set a good pattern for
one’s self and you startlosing your self-
belief. If you are a great talent, then you
need some time,” feels the talented
Mumbaikar, who has played 6 ODIs
and an equal number of T20
Internationals. Having stacked up con-
sistent performances at the domestic
and India Alevel, Iyer said that at times
one tends to lose patience after re-
peated snubs. “Yes, you tend to lose pa-
tience but selection is not in your
hands. All you can do is perform, per-
formand performand that's whatlen-
joy doing. You have to keep perform-
ing and keep showing people that you
are capable of playing at the higher
league. Once you get that sniff, you
never look back.” PTI

Fernando gives Sri
Lanka 2-0 lead

Colombo: Avishka Fernando scored 82
off 75 balls as Sri Lanka beat Bangladesh
by seven wickets to take an insur-
mountable 2-0lead in the three-match
ODI series on Sunday. It was SriLanka’s
first bilateral series win at home since
November 2015 against the West
Indies. Bangladesh scored 238-8 after
captain Tamim Igbal chose to bat first.
Mushfiqur Rahim scored an unbeaten
98 off 110 deliveries. Sri Lanka reached
242-3inthe45th over with 32 deliver-
ies to spare. Angelo Mathews made 52
not out and Kusal Mendis hit an un-
beaten 41. Bangladesh was 26-0 in the
sixth over before opening batsman
Soumya Sarkar(11)was trapped Ibw to
seam bowler Nuwan Pradeep.Igbal de-
parted for 19, bowled by seamer Isuru
Idana. Mohammad Mithun (12),
Mahmudullah(6),SabbirRahman(11)
and Mosaddek Hossain (13) departed
quickly to leave Bangladesh struggling
at 117-6. Rahim and Mehedy Hasan
(43) combined for a 84-run stand for
the seventh wicket to take Bangladesh
to a respectable score. Spinner Akila
Dhananjaya took 2-39 in his 10 overs.

BRIEF SCORES: SL242/3 (Avishka 82,
Mathews 52%, Kusal Mendis 417,
Mustafizur 2-50) beat Bangladesh
238/8 (Mushfiqur 98*, Mehidy 43,
Dananjaya 2-39, Pradeep 2-53, Udana
2-58) by seven wickets. AFP

Mercury crossed 40 degree celsius.

two days before the grand finale, on an
epic Stage 19 where the elements
seemed to conspire against the home
favourites. Torrential rain and hail
severed the Tour route just as the
slightly-built Bernal was succeeding in
ripping the race lead off Alaphilippe.

B The Colombian raced the Tour's
highest climb, the Iseran pass at 2,770
metres above sea level, neutralising
Alaphilippe's lead and building a
sizeable one of his own. The watch was
then stopped, with Bernal way ahead,
when the hailstorm suddenly coated

the route with ice, amid fears that riders

could skid off into the rocks and
ravines.

B Meanwhile, Pinot had to abandone
the race in tears, hobbled by a left-thigh
muscle tear.

M Landslides also truncated the last
Alpine Stage 20, but Alaphilippe had

run out of gas by now, slipping off the
podium entirely.

“I left my skin on the road these
past weeks,”

JULIAN ALAPHILIPPE

HEAT FACTOR

B Temperatures reached 40 degree
Celsius during the final week of the
race, with those on the track going up to
60. Riders rode with ice vests before the
start, drank double the amount of
liquids during the race, and doused
themselves with water afterwards.

M Before a stage, bottle distribution
with water as well as some electrolyte
mix became vital to combat the loss of
sodium through sweat. During the race,
the peloton took matters into its own
hands, with riders trying to
maneaouvre themselves to the side of
the roads guarded by trees or some
shop awnings. Later, team doctors had
to weigh the riders assessg the colour of
their urine.

“You have to save your energy;
days like this really hit you in the
face. | don’t think this is healthy,
maybe the organisation has todo
something when the temperature
are so extremely high.”

STEVEN KRUIJSWIJK
JUMBO-VISMA

CHURNING
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PCB TO SACK SARFRAZ?

According to Geo TV, Pakistan Cricket Board has
decided to replace Sarfaraz Ahmed with 29-year-
old Shan Masood as Pakistan Test captain.

Egal Bernal timed his charge to perfection, overtaking Julian Alaphilippe as the tour entered its final stages. Reuters

“It’s like rolling in an oven. If we
have to go to the mountains (in
this heat) it will be suicide. | think
CPA [theriders’ association]
should do something. |l don’t
know why we pay them when they
don’t protectus.”

PETER SAGAN
VETERAN SPRINTER

TOUR TAKEAWAYS

M Alaphilippe's aggressive riding style
put him in yellow on Stage 3 and despite
conceding the lead on Stage 6, he got
the jersey back on Stage 8, which he
held through the Pyrenees and into the
Alps.

M It was there that Bernal, at home in
thinner air, struck. The Colombian
proved to be the strongest of the 176
men who roared off from the start in
Brussels on July 6 on their three-week,

England faced ire after Ireland

Coach Trevor Bayliss reveals he had a ‘stern chat’ with his players after their embarrassing show at Lord’s

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
LONDON, JULY 28

COACH TREVOR Bayliss admitted Sunday he
had a “stern chat” with England’s players af-
ter they rallied to avoid an embarrassing Test
defeat to Ireland. England were bundled out
for 85 in the first session of their inaugural
Test against Ireland at Lord’s but eventually
won by 143 runs after dismissing the visitors
for just 38 in their second innings.

Nightwatchman Jack Leach was
England’s top-scorer in the match with 92
and although he was left out of the 14-man
Ashes squad, Bayliss praised the left-arm
spinner’s approach.

“We had a fairly stern chat after the
game,” Bayliss told BBC Radio. “It’s good to
be able to deliver those messages when you
have actually won a game,” he said. “I
thought the example Jack Leach showed was
the example a lot of the other batters need
to learn from. He was very focused on what
he wanted to do and was very clear in his
own mind how he was going to go about it.
We speak about that a lot, having a plan for
any situation you find yourself in and being
clear with your thoughts — don’t try and just
bluff your way through it.”

England begin their Ashes Test prepara-
tions with an optional training session on
Monday at Edgbaston, where the fitness of
paceman Jofra Archer will be assessed fol-
lowing the side strain he suffered during the
victorious World Cup campaign.

“We don’t want to necessarily risk him,”
Bayliss said. “He played for Sussex in a T20
match and came through that well. Test
match cricket, five days, longer spells, is a lit-
tle bit of a different beast so we’ll have to see
where he’s at and take a little bit from the
medical people as well. We have to weigh up,
do you pick him for the first one, it’s a bit
early, he getsinjured and then is unavailable
for selection? We’ve got a good strong group
of bowlers who we think can do the job over
the five Tests.”

Ashes too close to call: Waugh

MEANWHILE, Steve Waugh says the Ashes
are too close to call as England and Australia
prepare to resume battle, with the visitors
seeking their first away win in the series for
18 years.

With the exception of the 2010/11 series
in Australia, which England won 3-1, home
advantage has been decisive since Waugh'’s
side triumphed 4-1 away in 2001.

But the former Australia captain, 54, said
it was “50-50" as to who would emerge tri-
umphant over the course of the five Tests
starting at Edgbaston on Thursday.

“I'really believe it's a big ask for the fast
bowlers on both sides to play five Tests in
six weeks and that could have a bigimpact
on the whole series, so for instance Jimmy
Anderson gets injured, or Mitchell Starc
gets injured for us, it could really affect the
line-up.

“Depth in the squad will be important but
[ honestly think if [ was a betting man I
wouldn’t back either side because I don’t
know who's going to win. It’s going to be that
even. I thinkit's going to be a fantastic series.”

Bayliss wants his players to learn from Jack Leach, the nightwatchman who made 92 runs in the 2nd innings. Reuters

Waugh, who is mentoring the
Australians, said it was a
mystery why Australia had not
won in England for so long but
his advice to the players would
be to ‘make your own history’.

Waugh, who is mentoring the
Australians, said it was a mystery why
Australia had not won in England for so long
but his advice to the players would be to
“make your own history”.

“We've come up against some really good
England sides in those last 18 years. We’ve
had some tight series and moments when
we could have won the series, probably a bit
like the other way round for England in that
period where they lost alot.”

England go into the series buoyed by win-
ning the World Cup for the first time — they
beat 2015 champions Australia in the semi-
final — but Waugh said that triumph would
have no impact on the Ashes.

“One-day cricket is irrelevant to Test
cricket,” he said. “They're different teams, dif-
ferent captains. It’s a different sport really. If

you compare Test cricket and one-day cricket
you're almost not playing the same sport.It’s
played in a totally different way. England will
say it'simportant for everyone and sure, if you
win that's great but when it comes to the first
Test at Edgbaston it’s not going to matter what
happened in the one-day World Cup.”

The first Test is taking place in
Birmingham, where England have not lost
since 2008, but Waugh said he would be
telling his players to put that out of their
minds. “I've won there in Ashes contests,” he
said. “Ithinkif you start believing something
and building it up it becomes true but in my
mind it shouldn’t be an issue.”

The former skipper, known for his un-
compromising approach on the field, said he
expected some rough treatment from
English crowds for Steve Smith and Dave
Warner. The two batsman were each banned
for 12 months over their involvement in a
ball-tampering scandal in South Africa last
year. Cameron Bancroft, also named in the
Test squad, was banned for nine months.

But Waugh said Australia had turned a
corner.

“Australia had to reset and revisit a few
things, which is unfortunate because of what
happened.Ithink they’re in good shape. (Test
captain) Tim Paine’s done a really good job

The former skipper, known for
his uncompromising approach
on the field, said he expected
some rough treatment from
English crowds for Steve Smith
and Dave Warner.

and he’s a good leader. Hopefully you'll still
see the Australian team play the Aussie way
on the field.

“We’ve got to be combative and play ina
positive frame of mind because that’s the
way we play our cricket.” He added: “Things
culminated in Cape Town and were out of
control there and there were a couple of or-
dinary series between different sides.... It did
get to the point when it was over the top and
something needed to be done so unfortu-
nately for the guys involved they were the
ones that paid the price.

“The good thing is now that everyone
knows where the line is and you can’t cross
thatline. It was great for kids too because kids
all round the world saw that, particularly in
Australia, and it was a good lesson as to
what'’s right and wrong.”

3,366-kilometer roller-coaster. Only 155
riders survived to line up for the 21st
and final stage from Rambouillet, west
of Paris.

B Thomas, the 2018 champion, used the
last climb to secure himself the runner-
up spot, giving the Ineos team a podium
1-2. Standing next to them in third was
Steven Kruijswijk, steady throughout
the three weeks. Remarkably, none of
the top four riders won a stage.
Alaphilippe, in fifth, won two.

Kumble-led
committee
to review
boundary
count-back

rule; ICC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

The ICC's Anil Kumble-led Cricket Committee
will discuss issues concerning the epic World
Cupfinal, including the controversial bound-
ary count-back rule, in its next meeting, said
the apex body’s general manager of cricket
Geoff Allardice. Cricketers — current and for-
mer — shared New Zealand’s pain on losing
the World Cup title to hosts England on
boundary count back rule following an epic fi-
nal at the Lord’s on July 14.

In a pulsating encounter, England were
adjudged the winners of the World Cup on
the basis of their superior boundary count -
22 fours and two sixes — to New Zealand’s
17 after the the match ended in a tie after reg-
ulation play and subsequent Super Over.

“The cricket committee will consider any
issues arising from the World Cup final when
it next meets (in the first quarter of 2020),”
Allardice was quoted as saying by
ESPNcricinfo. “A Super Over has been used
to determine a winner in a tied match in ICC
events since 2009 (replacing the bowl-out),
and the tiebreaker after a tied Super Over
needed to be derived from something that
happened in that particular match. So it has
always related to the number of boundaries
scored in the match.”

Continuing, he said the boundary count
back rule was followed as it is in practice in
T20 leagues across the world.

“Almost all the T20 leagues around the
world also use boundaries as the tiebreakerin
their Super Overs. We wanted to use the same
Super Over regulations that are used across
all professional cricket and that’s why it was
the way it was. Whether it should be different
is something that our cricket committee will
consider at some point,” Allardice said.

The ICC’s chief executives committee
(CEC)did not deliberate at its annual confer-
ence on whether sharing the World Cup
could be an option in future.

“No, that wasn’t discussed. The consis-
tent view has been that the World Cup final
needs a winner, and a Super Over was in the
playing conditions to decide a tied final in
each of the last three World Cups,” he said.

On the World Test Championship, which
begins with the Ashes on August 1, Allardice
said: “For the first time there is a real context
to the matches they (the cricketers) play that
extends beyond a particular series. [ know
the Test rankings have done a good job over
along period of time in the sense of identify-
ing the best team, but to be able to compete
on a points table and play for a spot in the fi-
nal willadd anew element to Test cricket and
will make it more interesting to people from
the countries not involved in that particular
match,” Allardice said.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, JULY 29,2019

India set to
announce Davis
Cup squad for
Pak tie by Aug 5

Mahesh Bhupathi will continue to
remain India’s non-playing captain.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA, JULY 28

PAKISTAN-BOUND Indian Davis Cup squad
will be announced by August 5, more than
a month in advance for the September 14-
15 Group I Asia/Ocenia fixture in
Islamabad, AITA secretary general
Hironmoy Chatterjee said here Sunday.

No Indian Davis Cup squad has travelled
to Pakistan since March 1964 and in that
tie, held in Lahore, India had won 4-0.

“We will announce the squad by August
5. The squad will be more or less the same
(that played against Italy). It's all about
rankings,” Chatterjee said. “The visa proce-
dure for Pakistan is lengthy and we will
soon start the formalities,” he added.

Chatterjee said India No. 1 Prajnesh
Gunneswaran and Ramkumar
Ramanathan are most likely to be the
singles one-two choice with Yuki Bhambri
and Sumit Nagal injured, while Rohan
Bopanna and Divij Sharan will be the dou-
bles pair.

Non-playing captain Mahesh Bhupathi
and coach Zeeshan Ali, whose contracts
had ended with India’s 1-3 loss to Italy in
the Davis Cup Qualifiers at South Club here
in February this year, are all set to continue
for this Pakistan leg. “We have not yet dis-
cussed (their replacements) and they will
travel to Pakistan,” he said.

The tie is slated at the grasscourts of
Pakistan Sports Complex in Islamabad and
the winners will make the 2020 Qualifiers.

India are 20th in Davis Cup rankings,
way ahead of 37th placed Pakistan and
hold an all-win 6-0 record, of which two
came on grass. “We have a far superior
team. We won't have any issues playing on
grass,” Chaterjee said as India prepare to
take on Pakistan 13 years after they de-
feated them 3-2 at the Brabourne Stadium
in Mumbai.

On the diplomatic tensions, he said: “It's
been going on for 100 years but it's Davis
Cup not a bilateral fixture. If we do not go
citing security or political reasons, the ITTF
has every right to relegate us or even im-
pose a ban,” he said, citing the example of
Hong Kong who had refused to play an
away tie in Pakistan and they were not only
fined but also relegated to a lower division.

“AITA is satisfied with the security
promised by its Pakisan counterparts
and we are all ready. This is a Davis Cup and
not a bilateral tour so there would not be
any issues.”

In their last Davis Cup fixture, Pakistan
had suffered a 1-4 defeat to Uzbekistan to
miss out on a place in the World Group
play-offs.
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Breaking fences

Grit, poise and improved training help fencer Bhavani secure historic Worlds pre-quarters appearance

SHIVANI NAIK
MUMBAI, JULY 28

FENCER BHAVANI Devi has begun her one-
year countdown to the Tokyo Olympics with
a reaffirming performance at the Budapest
World Championships last week where she
reached the Round of 16 as a World No. 67.

She would eventually lose to bronze
medallist Bianca Pascu of Romania, but the
Indian who fences sabre (the fastest of the
sword events) showed remarkable audac-
ity to twice get into 14-14 situations in
Round of 32 and Round of 16, getting edged
out by the barest of one-touch margins in
the pre-quarters.

The 25-year-old in her 10th year at the
seniors, has pushed her ranking upto World
No. 44 now, collecting a massive 37 points
this season. This bodes well for her qualifi-
cation for the Tokyo Games as according to
the qualification criterion, two spots are
available for Asia-Oceania fencers, deprnd-
ing on rankings after the top teams (China,
Korea and Japan in Asia) stream in as auto-
matic entries for the individual events.

But the Budapest Worlds were the first
instance where Bhavani found herself in the
stratosphere of sabre - the pre-quarters -
where some of the blitziest swordswomen
were in action. Ukrainian legend Olha
Kharlan won her historic 4th world title, de-
feating World No 2 and compatriot Alina
Komaschuk

Bhavani is fast gaining a reputation of
launching some tremendous come-from-be-
hind rallies after trailing to get into tight 14-
14 touch-offs in the first-to-15 matches.
Against World No 36 Gabriella Page in Round
of 32, Bhavani was lagging early on with 3-
point margins and was 1 touch away at 11-14
from making an unremarkable exit.

But she would find her best strategy at
this juncture and force 4 straight points to
make an unprecedented entry into the
Round of 16.

Against Top 20 Romanian Bianca Pascu
too, she was staring at a 7-13 margin, before
she flummoxed the former Top 10 fencer
with a stunning change in strategy, to goright
upto 14-14. She couldn’t drive in the prover-
bial knife, missing out on the last touch but it
was her flurry that had left the Romanian al-
most bewildered before she used her big
match temperament to clamber ahead.

Not many at the arena were accus-
tomed to an Indian getting this far and this
belligerent even. The last touch proved elu-
sive, but it’s raised hopes of seeing an
Indian at the Olympics in fencingin a year’s
time from now. She might not be a realis-
tic contender for a medal yet, but if coach
Nicola Zanotti’s expressions were anything
to go by, CA Bhavani Devi of Chennai makes
for a combative, fearless competitor on the
world stage - and definitely worth watch-
ing in action, no matter how formidable her
opponent of the day.

“My coach was happy and said [ made
only a few mistakes,” Bhavani said days af-
ter she’d limbered down from her strongest
foray into the upper echelons of World or-
der. “With Pascu, I changed my game in the
second half and I was taking more touches.
She was shocked and could not change any-
thing as she was in confusion. At the end, at
14-14,1 made a mistake and handed her the
point. But till the end she didn’t take a point
off me from after when I began my charge.
Maybe I was a little nervous,” she said, be-
fore adding, “maybe it wasn’t nervousness!”

Bhavani had discovered just how far she
could go if she backed herself. “I just need to
continue to believe in myself till the end.
Whatever strategy I choose I've realised, it'll
come off only when there's belief,” she
added.

Bhavani Devi, in her 10th year in the seniors, has pushed her ranking upto World No. 44, collecting 37 points this season.

Fencing a sport where the reaction times
are micro-seconds is a lot of instinct, and
Bhavani is slowly realising she’s on the right
path in decision-making on the piste.

Camp with Italian national team

Prior to the Worlds, she’d trained at a
camp with the Italian national team for two
weeks and also the French national squad.
These are sophisticated training regimens
with advanced deep dives into technique and
tactics — showing just how far she’s come in
her unique journey from a school in Chennai.

“These were intense camps with very
hard training. I got tired and there were of-
ficially ‘breaks’ to recover from how tough
the training was. It helped me a lot,” she
explained.

In the pools, Bhavani won 4 matches and
lost 1 - needing 3 to get into the knockouts.
When another Canadian fencer got injured,
Bhavani had to fence in a Round of 96 to get
into Round of 64. “I fenced the same Mexican
as from my pool games.I'd beaten her 5-0in
the group butindirect eliminationIbeat her
15-7.She was coming off a very good victory
against a decent Japanese,” she recalls.

The Worlds had begun like any other ma-
jor meet where Bhavani who's always the
rare Indian on the circuit expected to gain
crumbs of experience — whatever she could
forage from the early rounds. “I just wanted

Wrestling: Sarita shocks Pooja, books
berth for World Championships

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW, JULY 28

VINESH PHOGAT and Sakshi Malik were ex-
pectedly not troubled but World
Championship bronze medallist Pooja
Dhanda was sensationally knocked out by
Sarita Mor in the World Championship tri-
als, here on Sunday.

With only three wrestlers competing in
the 53kg, Vinesh had to wrestle with just one
rival and she emerged a 9-0 winner against
Pinki in the final bout. The only difference from
Vinesh's earlier bouts was that this time there
was no early win by technical superiority for
her and she had to fight for full six minutes.

The 57kg was the toughest category of the
day with Pooja, fast-rising Anshu Malik, world
number four Manju and Sarita in the fray.
Pooja began with awin by fall over Rani Rana
but was stretched in the semifinal by Anshu.
She was trailing 2-4 till the last minute but a
timely two-point move put her level with the
young rival, sending her into the final.

It was not the same confident Pooja who
has made impressive progressin the last one
year. Anshu lost but was very impressive. She
almost pulled it off but Pooja's experience and
her ability to produce smart moves at crucial
junctures saved her. Sarita, on the other hand,
came out all guns blazing and despite suffer-
ing a knee injury after 52 seconds into the fi-
nal bout, she emerged stronger.

It was a battle of both physical and men-
tal strength. Unable to get the better of
Sarita's dogged defence, Pooja was looking
at her camp for guidance but nothing
worked. Sarita, who won a silver at the Asian
Championship in 2018, stood out with her
mental strength as well as her solid defence.

World championship bronze medalist Pooja Dhanda lost to Sarita Mor, who will
represent India in the 57kg category in the global tourney next month.

She attacked a number of times but holding
off Pooja worked well for her.

"Ihad worked on her game. We both know
each other pretty well. Whenever | have been
defensive, [ have not done well. So being aggres-
sive throughout was key today. Pooja has a big
game, so | am pretty happy with the result,”
Saritasaid. Asked about the status of her injury,
shesaid it hastobe assessed."Idon't knowwhat
itis.Ifitwas a cramp, itwould have been alright
by now. ButIam still limping," she said.

Sarita conceded that at the world stage, her
rivals are a notch above her, both on fitness and
on technique. "I definitely have to work harder
but I see myself a contender," she said. There
was an upset too in this category with world
number four Manju losing 3-4 to Mansi, who

was knocked out in the semifinals by Sarita.

In the 62kg, Rio Olympic bronze medallist
Sakshi needed just 58 seconds to beat Ankita
and less than one period to nail Reshma Mann
in the final bout. Sakshi, who of late has found
some form, looked much at ease on the mat.
In the 68kg, Divya Kakran impressed with her
brute strength on her way, sealing a berth in
the World Championship.

She first beat Naina 7-2 and then Navjot
Kaur 6-3 in the final. The other two Worlds
places were taken by Kiran in the 76kg and
Seema Bisla in the 50kg category. The World
Championship will be held in Kazakhstan
from September 14-22. The trials for four
other non-olympic categories will be held in
the second week of August.

to fence well, and not make mistakes. Coach
said don’t think too much about where I
want to finish, top 16 or 8 or 4. When I fence
free, I fence very well,” she recalls.

What changed this time was Bhavani’s
poise over the big points. “My mind was in
good condition - very strong shape. Against
Canadian Page, she was scoring more than
me and I covered up in the end. It only hap-
pened because my mind was cool,” she says.

While in the heat of the contest, imma-
ture fencers tend to stab at gaining points
(head, neck, arms and torso are target areas
in sabre) and end up with a bunch of mis-
takes. “I accepted whenever [ gave away
points that my opponent was taking more
points because [ was making mistakes. It
wasn'’t just blindly running behind points.
They were taking points off me. So I tried to
correct mistakes and that’s how I overturned
both margins,” she said, hoping next time the
15-14 would be a margin in her favour.

There were lessons from the loss. “I re-
alised I can do much better than what I
thought I was capable of before. I just needed
to be more calm and believe in myself. [ know
I'm on the right track choosing my strategy.
I think at crucial moments I found the right
one and continued it till the end.” Now for
the last touch, in a year’s time. “Making the
Last 16 was the biggest moment of my life.
I'm this close,” she declared.

EXPLAINED

Why the world ¢’ship
was important for
Bhavani Devi

THE BUDAPEST global meet was im-
portant because the Worlds offer
massive points — the maximum be-
fore the Olympics and this can help
Bhavani qualify.

The points garnered now - she
has 37 now for this season before the
next one opens end-September - will
stay in her kitty in the lead-up to
Tokyo. Two spots based on ranking
are available for Asia-Oceania, though
Bhavani is likely to be in contention
for the absolute last one up for grabs
unless she s forced to go through the
qualifying meets.

Bindra says
boycotting
CWG won’t win
India ‘influence’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

Olympic champion Abhinav Bindra on
Sunday said he is not in favour of boycotting
the 2022 Commonwealth Games, instead
urging the Indian Olympic Association to
work towards getting shooting included as
a core sport in CWG programme.

In an unprecedented move, the IOA on
Saturday proposed boycott of the 2022
Birmingham Commonwealth Games for
dropping shooting from the roster, and
sought the government's approval through a
letter to Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju.
However, former world champion Bindra,
who also claimed a historic gold at the 2008
Beijing Olympic Games, thinks such a move
will not win India "influence".

"Boycotts don't win you influence. They
just make you irrelevant and punish other
athletes. Would be far better if IOA did a cam-
paign to load the CWG committees with their
people and allies and push for the inclusion of
shooting onto the core list of sports for the fu-
ture,” Bindra wrote on his Twitter handle.

Shooting is an optional sport in the CWG
and the CGF has taken the position thatit was
the host nation's prerogative whether to in-
clude the sport or not. In aletter to Rijiju, the
IOA president Narinder Batra requested him
for an early meeting to deliberate on the pro-
posal. "We have been noticing over a period
of time that wherever India seems to be get-
ting grip of the game and performing well,
then somehow we find that either the goal
posts are shifted or rules are changed. We
feel itis time for us in IOA/India to start ask-
ing tough questions and start taking tough
positions,” Batra wrote in his letter.

The development came a day after the
I0A pulled out of the Commonwealth Games
Federation's (CGF) General Assembly, to be
held in Rwanda in September, protesting the
dropping of shooting from the 2022 CWG
roster. On Sunday, the National Rifle
Association of India (NRAI) said it supports
the IOA's proposal to boycott the 2022 CWG.

Reacting to the IOA's proposal to boycott
the Games, the Commonwealth Games
Federation said it "absolutely” wants India to
participate in the 2022 Birmingham CWG. "We
absolutely want India to participate whole-
heartedly in Birmingham 2022 and look for-
ward to meeting our colleagues in India over
the coming months to discuss their concerns
and future ambitions,” CGF Media and
Communications Manager Tom Degun said.

IOA threatens shifting National
Games out of Goa

The Indian Olympic Association on
Sunday threatened to shift the 36th National
Games out of Goa after the coastal state once
again expressed its inability to host the
multi-sporting event in November.

IOA Secretary General Rajeev Mehta said
that the national apex body's Executive
Board will soon meet to discuss the option
of shifting the Games elsewhere after the
Goa government sought postponement of
the multi-sporting event next year.

"The Goa government has sought post-
ponement after postponement. After seek-
ing a postponement, they will say all right we
will hold the Games but afterwards will say
we cannot hold it at these period and will seek
another postponement,” Mehta said. "We are
losing patience because we have started real-
ising that the Goa government lacks commit-
ment to host the Games. The IOA Executive
Council will very soon have a meeting and
discuss the option of shifting the Games else-
where. We will then plan out and go ahead
(for any alternative venue). It cannot continue
like this on and on," he added.

Mary Kom, Simranjit win gold as India
clinch nine medals in President’s Cup

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

SIX-TIME world champion Mary Kom (51kg)
and 2018 World Championships bronze win-
ner Simranjit Kaur (60kg) grabbed a gold each
as Indian boxers finished their campaign at the
23rd President’s Cup in Labuan Bajo, Indonesia
with nine medals on Sunday. The rich haul
comprised seven gold and two silver.

While the women had a flawless record
in the finals, winning all the four gold medals
on offer, the men had mixed fortunes and
had to settle for two silver along with three
gold. The superb all-round performance
helped the contingent win the 'Best Team'
award. Two months after winning the gold
at the India Open, Mary Kom arrived at this
prestigious tournament with the aim of test-
ing herself against the world's best ahead of
the World Championships in October.

Inher first bout on Saturday Mary Kom had
to dig deep to stave off the resistance of
Vietnam's Anh vo Thi Kim 3-2, but she was
simply magnificent in the final as she powered
toa5-0winover Australia's April Franks. "Gold
medal for me and for my country at
#PresidentCup Indonesia. Winning means
you're willing to go longer,work harder & give
more effort than anyone else. I sincerely thanks
toall my Coaches and support staffs of @BFI_of-
ficial @KirenRijiju @Media_SAl," Mary tweeted.

Mary Kom, who claimed her sixth world
title last year in Delhi, will be looking to qual-
ify for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics in the World
Championships in Yekaterinburg, Russia.
India’'s gold rush continued with Simranjit
Kaur being equally impressive in her final
against Indonesia's Asian Games bronze
medallist Hasanah Huswatun. The Asian

(From left) Jamuna Boro (54kg), Mary Kom (51kg), Monika (48kg) and Simranjit
(60kg), who won gold medals at the President’s Cup in Indonesia.

Boxing Championships silver medallist dom-
inated her opponent 5-0.

In 54kg, Assam's young and bright talent
Jamuna Boro did not put a foot wrongina 5-
0 demolition of Italy's veteran boxer Giulia
Lamagna to add to the gold she won at the
India Open in May. In 48kg, youngster
Monika ended the challenge of Endang of
Indonesia by a similar scoreline to round off
what was a memorable campaign for Indian
women pugilists.

Among the men, 2017 Ulaanbaatar Cup
gold medallist Ankush Dahiya (64kg), 2017
Simon Prestige Memorial tournament bronze
medallist Neeraj Swami (49kg) and Ananta
Pralhad Chopade (52kg) were crowned the
champions in their respective weight cate-

gories. Chopade did not show any nervesina
strong 5-0 win over Afghanistan’s Rahmani
Ramish for his first significant international
medal. Dahiya too absolutely outpunched his
opponent, Macau's Leung Kin Fong 5-0 to lay
his hands on the glittering gold.

Neeraj had it tougher and dropped a point
for a 4-1 gritty win over Filipino pugilist
Macado Jr. Ramel. However, it was a heart-
break for former World Championships
bronze medallist Gaurav Bidhuri who gave
his all but was edged 2-3 by Indonesian
Mandagie Jill in the 56kg bantamweight bout.

2018 India Open silver medallist Dinesh
Dagar found Indonesia’s Samada Saputra too
strong and was dealt a 0-5 blow on his way
to the silver medal.
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Mad

Max

Verstappen wins a frenetic rain-hit German GP as defending champion Hamilton finishes 11th

CHEQUERED FLAG: This was Max Verstappen’s second win of the season and seventh of his career. He finished ahead of four-time world champion Sebastian Vettel. Reuters

ASSOCIATED PRESS
HOCKENHEIM, JULY 28

MAX VERSTAPPEN won a chaotic and rain-
soaked German Grand Prix on Sunday as
championship leader Lewis Hamilton fin-
ished 11th and his Mercedes teammate
Valtteri Bottas crashed near the end.

Verstappen kept his composure on a
treacherous track to clinch his second victory
this season and seventh of his Red Bull ca-
reer, topping a surprise podium ahead of
Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel — who started from
last — and Toro Rosso driver Daniil Kvyat.

“It was amazing to win, it was really tricky
out there, you had to be focused,” Verstappen
said. “It was about trying to not make too
many mistakes. You learn over the years.I'm
very happy with the result.”

Following this week’s crushing heatwave,
wet weather caused Hockenheimring havoc
as drivers took up to six pit stops for new tires
and several crashed at the same spot where
asection of tarmac was notoriously slippery.

Ferrari driver Charles Leclerc was in con-
tention for a podium, despite starting from
10th, but crashed after switching for quicker
tires and slid off the track, over the gravel and
into the barriers.

Remarkably, Hamilton had the same
mishap moments later, mangling his front
wing after losing control at the same corner.
He came in for a new wing and tires, but it
took Mercedes by surprise and a painfully
long stop cost him any chance of victory.

For Vettel it was a remarkable turn-
around, and almost the opposite to last year
— when he crashed near the end after lead-
ing the race from pole position and Hamilton
won, having qualified only 14th.

“It was a lot of fun, it was very tough to

read what the smartest move was in the con-
ditions,” Vettel said. “I stayed tidy in the whole
race. Congratulations to Max, he was superb.”

The red-clothed Ferrari mechanics and
engineers mobbed the four-time F1 cham-
pion, doubtless relieved after the team's
botched qualifying on Saturday. Vettel could
not even get out on track to set a time and
Leclerc’s qualifying bid was undone late in
the session, forcing him to start 10th.

Third career podium for Kvyat

For Kvyat it was a third career podium
but, above all, a point proved. The 25-year-
old Russian driver was ruthlessly replaced at
Red Bull by Verstappen after just four races of
the 2016 season, and could not even get a seat
inF1 last year.

“Amazing to be back on the podium,”
Kvyat said. “The race was crazy. Incredible
roller-coaster, like my whole career.” The track
was drenched by the time the race started.

For safety reasons, a safety car was de-
ployed. Verstappen and Hamilton both ex-
pressed frustration over their team radios as
drivers were stuck doing formation laps for
several minutes before the safety car finally
rolled away and the race started.

“Let’s go,” Hamilton said, while
Verstappen added “I don’t understand why
we're not racing.” When they did get under-
way Verstappen stalled his car, dropping
from pole position to fourth as Hamilton,
Kimi Raikkonen and Bottas overtook him.

Just two laps into the race, the safety car
came out — the first of several times — when
Sergio Perez slid off the track and clipped a
wall. It was to be a familiar sight as seven of
20 drivers failed to finish the race — Pierre
Gasly (Red Bull), Nico Hulkenberg and Daniel
Ricciardo (both Renault) and McLaren's
Lando Norris being the others.

Felix finishes sixth, misses
spot in 400m at Worlds

ASSOCIATED PRESS
DESMOINES (USA), JULY 28

ALLYSON FELIX downplayed any
hint of disappointment. This per-
formance wasn’t about the now,
but a year from now for the Tokyo
Games. In thatrespect, the six-time
Olympic gold medalist feelsonthe
right track. Maybe even ahead of

schedule in her return eight
months after having a baby.

Felix finished sixth in the 400-
metre final at the US champi-
onships on Saturday and missed
out on qualifying in an individual
event for the Worlds for the first
time as a professional.

“Iknew that it was aless-than-
ideal situation for me,” Felix said.
“Butbeing in this environmentand
beingbackin the final, itkind of gets
the juices flowing. It's goingtobe a
lot easier going into next year and
getting a full year of training.” Felix
fell behind early in the race and
couldn’tmake up ground. Shakima
Wimbley won in 50.21 seconds,
with Kendall Ellis taking second
and Wadeline Jonathas third. Felix
finished in 51.94. After it was over,
Felix went over to the stands and
picked up her daughter, Camryn.
Only 32 weeks into her pregnancy,
Felix gave birth to Camryn on
November 28 in an emergency
Cesarean section after tests showed
the baby’s heart rate had dropped
todangerous levels.

Gradually, she’s worked her
way back. The 33-year-old Felix can
stillmake the USrelay team for the

Allyson Felix holds her
daughter Camryn after the
women'’s 400-metre final.

world championshipsinDoha this
fall. She’s made every world out-
door team, beginning in 2003.

“This gave meataste.I knowit’s
there,” Felix said. “The fire is there.
I'll be back next year.” Fred Kerley
upset Michael Norman for the
men’s400 title. Paralympian Blake
Leeper was fifth and has a chance
to make the relay squad.

Leeper was born with bothlegs
missing below the knee. He said
the IAAF hasn’t recognised his
times for much of the season
though, maintaining the height he
isatwith hisblades disqualifies him
against able-bodied runners.
Leeper said he’s been running at
the height the IAAF currently has
issues with for years.

“When people say I have the
advantage with the blades ... I tell
people to walk a mile in my legs,”
said Leeper, who has a legal team
working on his behalf and hopes
it’s sorted out by Doha and espe-
cially by Tokyo.

ON THE PODIUM

MAXVERSTAPPEN
REDBULL

M 1:44:31.275
W 26pts

SEBASTIAN VETTEL
FERRARI

W+7.333s
W 18pts

DANIIL KVYAT
SCUDERIATORO ROSSOHONDA

W +8.305s
W 15pts

The race was like a horror
movie mixed with a black
comedy.”

DANIILKVYAT
TOROROSSO

Late on in the race, an exasperated
Hamilton complained to his team over race
radio as he lagged in 14th spot.

“How'’s it got this bad?” said Hamilton,
who made aremarkable total of six pit stops.

It was the only statistic on which he led.

Although the five-time F1 champion
gained a couple of places back, he almost did
not finish the race at all, somehow retaining
control of his Mercedes after spinning at full
speed with 10 laps left.

Still, it made no difference to his overall

lead as he remains 39 points ahead of sec-
ond-place Bottas, who is now only 22 points
clear of third-place Verstappen. Bottas will
hardly have done himself any favors as he
bids to earn a new contract with Mercedes
for next year.

Chasing the unheralded Lance Stroll, ina
far slower Racing Point car, Bottas could not
get past and went zooming off track.

Vettel showed him how to overtake, get-
ting past Stroll and then Kvyat in the blink of
an eye to seal a remarkable podium finish in
one of the most extraordinary F1 races in years.

Since Hamilton’s uneventful win from
pole at the French GP last month, F1 fans have
been treated to three excellent races: Austria,
Britain and now here.

But in terms of unpredictability and sheer
glued-to-the screen drama, this was the best.

Touted as the future star of F1 when be-
coming the youngest driver towinanF1 race
at the age of 18 — at the Spanish GP in May
2016 and on his Red Bull debut, no less _
Verstappen did much to make this a race to
remember. Verstappen has added maturity
to his astonishing speed and brazen audac-
ity. To cap off his day, he picked up an extra
point for the fastest lap.

After Perez’s crash, the race re-started on
lap 5, with Hamilton leading Bottas,
Verstappen and Leclerc. The safety car flag
appeared again —on Lap 15 of 64 — because
Ricciardo’s car stalled. Then, after yet another
safety car delay, drivers started taking risks to
gain an edge. Leclerc changed his tires for the
third time — moving onto the quicker slicks
with Hamilton doing likewise.

Within seconds Leclerc’s race was over.

“Noooo!” Leclerc screamed as he real-
ized his race was over, shaking his head fu-
riously as his bid for a fifth straight podium
ended.
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Dressel sets the bar
high with eighth medal

ASSOCIATED PRESS
GWANGJU (SOUTHKOREA), JULY 28

THIS TIME, Caeleb Dressel stands alone in
world championships history. The American
won his eighth medal on Sunday, helping the
UStosilverin the 4x100-metre medley relay
after anchor Nathan Adrian got overtaken for
gold in the closing metres.

One night after becoming the first swim-
mer to win three golds in one night at a
Worlds for the second time, Dressel set a
record with eight medals, including six gold,
at the biggest meet after the Olympics.

Two years ago in Hungary, Dressel tied
Michael Phelps’ record of seven gold medals
at a single Worlds, including three in one
night. Dressel hauled the US from fourth to
first on his butterfly leg with a split of 49.28
seconds. Adrian found himselfin a three-way
fight with Britain and Russia coming down
the stretch. Brit Duncan Scott surged ahead
approaching the wall and got there first with
a split of 46.14 to Adrian’s 47.60.

Luke Greenbank, Adam Peaty, James Guy
and Scott took gold in 3 minutes, 28.10 sec-
onds. Ryan Murphy, Andrew Wilson, Dressel
and Adrian finished in 3:28.45. Russia
earned bronze.

Dressel’s gold medals came in the 50 and
100 free, 50 and 100 butterfly, mixed 4x100
free relay and 4x100 free relay. His other sil-
ver was in the mixed 4x100 medley relay.

“He’s a phenomenal talent,” South Africa’s
Chad le Clos said. “He seems to get better
throughout the days.” The US team finished
atop the medals table with 27, including a
leading 14 gold. Australia was second with 19
and five gold medals.

Simone Manuel completed a sweep of the
50 and 100 freestyles, the first American
woman to achieve the feat. She won four gold
and six medals overall in the eight-day com-
petition. She came back later to anchor the
UStoan easy victory in the 4x100 medley re-
lay. Leah Smith, Lilly King, Kelsi Dahlia and
Manuel won in 3:50.40, lowering the mark
of 3:51.55 set two years ago in Hungary.

Manuel outdid Australia’s Cate Campbell on
the final leg, with the Americans winning by
3.02 seconds. The Aussies settled for silver and
Canadatookbronze. In the 50 free, Manuel raced
onelength of the poolin 24.05.She held off Sarah
Sjostrom of Sweden, who took silver in 24.07,
and Campbell, who earned bronze in 24.11.

In the 100 free, Manuel topped Campbell
and Sjostrom finished third.

Manuel’s other medals came in relays:
gold in the 4x100 medley and mixed 4x100
free, and silver in the 4x100 free and 4x200
free. Lilly King won the 50 breaststroke, giv-
ing the American two victories over Russian
rival Yuliya Efimova. They were denied a
third meeting when King was disqualified
in the heats of the 200 breaststroke for not
putting both her hands on the wall at the
same time in a turn.

King touched in 29.84, the only swimmer
under 30 seconds in the final. Benedetta
Pilato, a 14-year-old Italian, earned a surprise
silver in 30 seconds flat and reacted by cry-
ing. “Ididn’t know if it was happy tears or sad
tears,” King said. “She’s 14, it doesn’t really
matter whatkind of tears they were, butI was
like, ‘It’s OK, you did fine’.”

Efimova, who won the 200 and finished
second to King in the 100, settled for bronze
in 30.15. Katinka Hosszu of Hungary ex-
tended her domination of the 400 individual
medley, becoming the first woman to win five
titles in one event. She swam the four-stroke
race in4:30.39 seconds.

Ye Shiwen of China took silver, just as she

Dressel hauled the US from fourth to
first on his butterfly leg with a split of
49.28 seconds. Reuters

Aussie swimmer VOwS
to clear her name after
positive drug test

Melbourne: Australian relay world-
record holder Shayna Jack Sunday re-
vealed the drug she tested positive for
was a banned substance that aids
muscle mass, while maintaining her
innocence and vowing to clear her
name. The 20-year-old, part of
Australia’s 4x100m freestyle team
that set a world record at last year’s
Commonwealth Games, failed an out-
of-competition test late last month.
But it only came to light on Saturday,
initially in a media report, before Jack
confirmed it. She had returned home
days before the start of the world
championships in South Korea citing
“personal reasons”.

The revelation was hugely embar-
rassing for Australian swimming,
coming just days after Olympic cham-
pion Mack Horton's high-profile
protest against Chinese rival Sun Yang
in Gwangju over salacious claims he
smashed vials of blood following a
test last year. In an emotional
Instagram post on Sunday evening,
Jack said she tested positive to
Ligandrol, also known as selective an-
drogen receptor modulator, intimat-
ing that it can be found in contami-
nated supplements. AFP

did behind Hosszu in the 200 IM. Yui Ohashi
of Japan claimed bronze.
Japan’s Daiya Seto survived alast-lap chal-
lenge to win the men’s 400 IM in 4:08.95.
Jay Litherland of the US had the fastest fi-
nal lap - 27.89 - to chase Seto to the wall.
Litherland took silver in 4:09.22. Lewis
Clareburt of New Zealand earned bronze.
Florian Wellbrock of Germany made his-
tory with his victory in the 1,500 freestyle.
With his earlier win in the 10-kilometre
open water race, Wellbrock became the first
swimmer to win gold in two sports at a sin-
gle world championships. He pulled away go-
ing into the final turn to win in 14:36.54.
Mykhailo Romanchuck of Ukraine took
silver. Gregorio Paltrinieri of Italy, a two-time
champion, earned bronze.



