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Ahead of Budget,
Patel warns against
over-lending, pump
priming economy

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 4

FORMER RESERVE Bank
Governor Urjit Patel has warned
the government against nudging
public sector banks to over-lend
and pump prime the economy
and boost preferred sectors, stat-
ing it would lead to higher bad
loans and fiscal deficits.

In his first comments after
quitting as RBI Governor last
December, and coming on the eve
of the Union Budget, Patel said as
the government’s “headroom for
running higher fiscal deficits is
(virtually) exhausted, government
banks are nudged to (over-)lend
to pump prime the economy/
boost preferred sectors.”

According to Patel, who made
a presentation at Stanford’s
Annual Conference on Indian
Economic Policy on June 3-4,
“this leads to higher non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) over time,
which requires equity infusion
from the government, and even-
tually adds to the fiscal deficitand
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Notice to son,
Vijayvargiya
says PM is
supreme,
party can act

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

IN FIRST remarks after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s strong
disapproval of the conduct of his
son Akash Vijayvargiya, BJP MLA
from Indore who assaulted a
municipal officer with a cricket
bat, party general secretary
Kailash Vijayvargiya Thursday
said the BJP should initiate action
against his son because the
“party is everything” and Modi
is their “supreme leader”.

BJP sources, meanwhile, said
the state unit has served Akash
a show-cause notice, seeking an
explanation for his behaviour.

Saying he is ready to accept
the party decision “whatever it
may be and how much ever
strong it will be”, Vijayvargiya
told The Indian Express: “l want
to end this controversy. We are
all servants of our party. We
want to accept whatever deci-
sion the BJP leadership is taking
on this matter. BJP is everything
for us and we don’t want to in-
flict more damage to the party.”

Amid talk in the party that
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BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

Warning
bells

URJIT PATEL has warned
that lack of adequate
capital infusion, poor
oversight of NBFCs, given
the interconnectedness
with banks and MFs, and
negating RBI decisions
will keep alive episodic
high-risk perceptions for
the sector.
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ECONOMIC SURVEY 2018-19

Private investment key, stick
to fiscal glide path: Survey

Suggests sunset clause in incentives
for MSMEs, tax-payer friendly policy

SUNNY VERMA &
AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEW DELHI,JULY 4

PROJECTING ECONOMIC
growth to modestly inch up to
7% this year from a five-year low
of 6.8% the previous year, the
Economic Survey 2018-19 has
underlined that private invest-
ment will be the key driver in
accelerating and sustaining the
GDP growth rate to 8%, and
enabling India to turn into a
$5-trillion economy by 2025.
The Survey, tabled in
Parliament a day before Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
presents her debut Budget, offers
some pointers to what may be
expected Friday: a prescription
to stick to the fiscal glide path,
incorporating a sunset clause on
incentives for small enterprises,
and a suggestion for a taxpayer-
friendly approach to tax policy.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4

LIFE EXPECTANCY TO CONTINUE RISING,
NEED TO RAISE RETIREMENT AGE

FULL STRENGTH IN DISTRICT COURTS WILL
ALLOW 100% CLEARANCE OF CASES

WELL-DESIGNED MINIMUM WAGE SYSTEM
CAN HELP REDUCE INEQUALITIES

SAVINGS CYCLETO
RETIREMENT AGE

B FY20 GDP growth seen
at 7%. For $5-trillion
economy by FY25, India
must sustain 8% growth
M Need for ‘virtuous
cycle’ of savings,
investment, exports.
Private investment to be
akey driver

M Incentivise smaller
firms to grow big.
Suggests a sunset clause
of less than 10 years

M Desirable behaviour
nudge: from Beti Bachao
to Badlav, Swachh
Bharat to Sundar Bharat
M Prepare for ageing by
investing in healthcare,
and increase the
retirement ageina
phased manner

Nitesh Rane and his supporters pour buckets of dirt on NHAI deputy engineer Prakash
Shedekar at Kankavli, in Sindhudurg district of Maharashtra. Express

After bat, the bucket: Rane’s
Cong MLA-son assaults official

SMITANAIR
PANJIM, JULY 4

DAYS AFTER BJP general secre-
tary Kailash Vijayvargiya’s MLA-
son Akash assaulted an Indore
municipal officer with a cricket
bat, Maharashtra Congress MLA
Nitesh Rane, son of former Chief

Minister Narayan Rane,
assaulted a National Highways
Authority of India deputy engi-
neer, paraded him on the streets,
tied him to the pillar of a bridge
before getting buckets of dirt and
mud poured on him.

The incident took place
Thursday morning in the town of
Kankavli in Sindhudurg district

of Maharashtra. Following a
complaint from the engineer,
Prakash Shedekar, police ar-
rested Nitesh Rane and will pro-
duce himinthe local court Friday.
The attack on the engineer
continued for more than half an
hour, and took place in the pres-
ence of town mayor
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4
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CEA KV Subramanian presents the Survey. Tashi Tobgyal

Education alert: Population
of kids falling, merge schools

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

GIVEN A projected decline in the
population of elementary
school-going children, the
Economic Survey, while stating
that this will have “very impor-
tant social and economic conse-
quences”, has highlighted the
need to consolidate or merge

Pak to arrest

Hafiz Saeed,
India says bid
to hoodwink

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

A DAY after Pakistan lodged 23
cases on charges of terrorist fi-
nancing and facilitation against
Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) chief and
26/11 mastermind Hafiz Saeed
and adozen members of the ter-
ror group, as well as five banned
outfits masquerading as charity
organisations, India on Thursday
said it would not be “fooled” by
Islamabad’s “cosmetic steps
against terrorist groups” to
“hoodwink the international
community”.

In Lahore, Pakistan’s Punjab
police said Saeed and the others
would be arrested “very soon”
since the FIRs have already been
registered.

“The Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD) has booked
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Late at night, the shout that saved a family in
Chiplun: Dam has breached, dam has breached

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

SUSHANT KULKARNI
CHIPLUN, JULY 4

“Dharan futala, dharan futala
(The dam has breached, the dam
has breached).”

NARAYAN GAIKWAD and his
family were having dinner
Tuesday night when they heard
the warning that changed their
lives. “I ran to the cattle shed and
cut the ropes holding the cows.
Then, we ran up the slope behind
the house. We stayed up there the
whole night in the rain,” he says.

With the death toll in the

floods caused by a breach in the
Tiware dam in Ratnagiri’s
Chiplun taluk rising to 18, and
five people still missing, 62-year-
old Gaikwad, his wife, son and
grandson were among the lucky
ones — they survived.

But then, tragedy had struck
next door in the Bhendewadi
hamlet of Tiware village, barely
100 metres from the dam wall.
“Our family was one of the few
that survived because our house
was on the edge of the flow.
When we came back early in the
morning, we saw that the houses
of our neighbours, the Chavan
families, were not there,” he says.

“We have lived with them for
generations. Fate wiped out these
families from their roots. I don’t
know whether to feel lucky that

Narayan Gaikwad, 62, outside his damaged house in
Chiplun, Ratnagiri district, Thursday. Arul Horizon

my family survived or mourn the
death of people who were like my
own,” says Gaikwad.

That was not all. “We also
saw that our rice crop on the
one-acre farm next to the house

had been washed away,” he says.

In Bhendewadi, the deluge
washed away 12 of the 17
houses, and a temple — the
remaining houses, including that
of Gaikwad, suffered heavy dam-
ages. The residents are now
being sheltered in a school, afew
kilometres away.

The dam, whichis located off
the Karad-Chiplunroad and had
undergone temporary repairs
recently, started overflowing
Tuesday evening following
heavy rain.

Around 9.30 pm, a part of the
wall developed a breach.Soon, a
large portion was completely
demolished by the water, which
surrounded at least six villages
or hamlets with a population of
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elementary schools to “make
them viable”.

Recommending a paradigm
shift in policy related to the Right
to Education, the Survey states
that consolidation of elementary
schools in the country “is not
about reducing investment in
elementary education, but an
argument for shifting policy
emphasis from quantity towards
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International Court
will rule July 17 on

India appeal against
Pak death to Jadhav

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

NEARLY FIVE months after India
urged the International Court of
Justice (IC]) at The Hague to
annul the death sentence handed
by a Pakistani military court to
former Indian Navy officer
Kulbhushan Jadhav, and order his
immediate release, the court will
deliver its judgment on July 17.
“A public sitting will take
placeat 3 pm(6.30 pmIST)at the
Peace Palace in The Hague, dur-
ing which Judge Abdulgawi
Ahmed Yusuf, President of the
Court, will read the Court’s deci-
sion,” a statement by the IC],
whichis the UN’s principal judi-
cial organ, said Thursday.
Indiaislikely to send its legal
and official team, comprising
lawyer Harish Salve and Ministry
of External Affairs Joint Secretary
(Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran),
Deepak Mittal, to the
Netherlands for the judgment.
Pakistan claims to have ar-
rested Jadhav, a retired Navy of-
ficer, within its borders on March
3, 2016. India was informed of
the arrest on March 25, 2016,
when the Pakistan Foreign
Secretary raised the matter with
the Indian High Commissioner

In Pak custody since March
2016, India says abducted

in Islamabad. On that day, India
sought consular access to Jadhav
at the earliest.

In April 2017, 48-year-old
Jadhav was sentenced to death
on charges of espionage and ter-
rorism. On May 8 that year, New
Delhi moved the IC] against the
“farcical trial” by Pakistan’s mil-
itary court. It also raised the
“egregious violation” of provi-
sions of the Vienna Convention
on Consular Relations, 1963, by
Pakistan, which repeatedly
denied consular access to Jadhav.

A 10-member bench of the
IC] thenrestrained Pakistan from
executing Jadhav until adjudica-
tion of the case. It also set a
timetable for the public hearing
in the high-profile case from
February 18 to 21 this year at the
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DABHOLKAR, PANSARE MURDERS

Perpetrators have
ensured dissent is
silenced, says HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI JULY 4

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Thursday said that the perpetra-
tors of the Narendra Dabholkar
and Govind Pansare murders
have ensured that dissent is si-
lenced and if anyone has a dis-
tinct opinion than the majority,
then they could meet the same
fate as Dabholkar, Pansare, M M
Kalburgi and Gauri Lankesh.

A division bench of Justice S
C Dharmadhikari and Justice
Gautam Patel were hearing pe-
titions filed by the family mem-
bers of Dabholkar and Pansare,
seeking court supervision in
probes conducted by central and
state agencies.

Senior counsel Ashok
Mundargi, appearing for the CBI,
which is investigating the mur-
der of Dabholkar, told the HC
that efforts were being made to
arrest the main shooters and
that the agency won'’t give up
easily. On this, the bench said
that it is their suggestion to the
CBI to take assistance from all the
central agencies so that the main
accused are nabbed. “...it is the
accused whois benefited by lack
of coordination and proper un-
derstanding between the inves-
tigating agencies at state and
central level,” the bench said.

It further added, “The perpe-
trators of these crimes have en-
sured that dissent is silenced, at
least temporarily, that if you voice

Dabholkar; Pansare

a different and distinct opinion
than that of the majority, then
your fate will be like that of these
four eminent persons and it is
that chilling message which the
state must take note of.”

In the Pansare murder case,
the Special Investigation Team
(SIT) informed the HC that the
weapons used in the crime were
allegedly thrown in the creek or
sea and no divers can be em-
ployed to go deep, recover and
seize them. It further said that to
carry out this search, a clearance
isrequired from the environment
department, which would be at
the central level. There are state
departments as well, along with
the Maharashtra Coastal Zone
Management Authority
(MCZMA), which was ap-
proached by the SIT,and they have
presented certain difficulties.

Onthis, the bench said, “We do
not see how laws relating to ecol-
ogy and environment are affected
and adversely for any such cases
as are before us. None would be
able to then efficiently and prop-
erly investigate the crime.”

Embraer case; ED attaches
assets of Indian company

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

IN THE first major action in the
2008 Embraer aircraft deal case,
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has attached assets worth
over Rs 15 crore belonging to an
Indian company that allegedly
acted as middleman.

The company, KRBL Ltd, is
owned by AgustaWestland ac-
cused Gautam Khaitan. The at-
tached assetsincludeland and a
rice mill in Sangrur, Punjab.

The ED registered a case of
money laundering in connection
with alleged payment of kick-
backs worth Rs USD 5.7 million
in the 2008 Embraer deal in
October 2016. The case was
based on a CBIFIR.

The CBI had booked NRIarms
dealer Vipin Khanna, Brazil-
based Embraer and Singapore
based Interdev Pte Ltd over al-
leged payment of commissionin

the deal worth USD 210 million.

It is alleged that the kick-
backs were routed from
Embraer subsidiaries to Khanna
through Interdev in three install-
ments in 2009.

“Investigation under PELA re-
vealed that the accused had
laundered kickbacks to India M/s
KRBL Ltd via its Dubai based en-
tity KRBL DMCC. M/s KRBL Ltd.
played an active role to bring the
proceeds of crime paid as com-
mission by M/s Embraer SA,
Brazil to India via Dubai through
banking channels, “ an ED state-
ment said on Thursday.

The ED, which says Khaitan
was a director at KRBL, claimed
that the lawyer-businessman
played a crucial role to launder
proceeds of crime totalling US $
5.6 Million. Khaitan was known
to Anoop Gupta, Anil Mittal and
Arun Gupta, all of them directors
of KRBL Limited. He was also
known to Vipin Khanna and his
sons, the ED claimed.

Odisha HC raps state govt for not
sharing info on custodial deaths

SAMPAD PATNAIK
BHUBANESWAR, JULY 4

THE ODISHA High Court has
rapped the government for pray-
ing for relief against sharing de-
tails of police custodial deaths - re-
quested under an RTI application
- even after a direction from the
State Information Commission.
As per the 2016 report of the
National Crime Records Bureau,
there were a total of 92 deaths in
police custody/lockup across the
country, though activists say cus-
todial deaths are underreported.
Odisha had reported zero custo-
dial deaths, while Maharasthra
had reported the highest, at 16.
In 2007, RTl activist Biswapriya
Kanungo had requested informa-
tion on custodial deaths from

January 1989 to December 2006.
According to Kanungo, Odisha
Police had rejected the RTI appli-
cation, citing exemption for the
Crime Branch, which compiles
data on custodial deaths. “I ap-
proached the State Information
Commission and they directed re-
lease of the information. However,
the state government went to
court on the matter,” he said.

Dismissing a writ petition filed
by the state government to set
aside the direction of the SIC, the
HC,inanorder passed on Monday
but published on Wednesday, di-
rected compliance on the matter
within three weeks.

Kanungo and other activists
say the Court’s decision will hope-
fully overcome a 12-year-long re-
sistance from the state govern-
ment to share information.
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MAHESH'S RATH YATRA: 623 YEARS OF HISTORY AND AN IRON CHARIOT

Referred to as ‘Naba Nilachal’, meaning new Puri, and considered to be the second oldest chariot festival in
the world, Mahesh draws a gathering of over two lakh devotees every year.The rath is a Nabaratna chariot with
nine shikharas. It has a steel framework with wooden scaffolding
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JAGANNATHRATH
YATRABEGINS

Over 25,000 personnel
from different police
units deployed
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Private investment key: Survey

Ahead of Budget

sovereign liabilities in due
course.” The copy of his keynote
was released only on July 4,aday
before the Union Budget.

With the economy powering
down down and GDP growth
rate posting its slowest growth
in 17 quarters at 5.8 per cent dur-
ing January-March 2019 com-
pared with 8.1 per cent in the
same period last year, the gov-
ernment is looking for steps to
boost the economy.

Patel, who suddenly quit as
the RBI Governor in December
2018 after many differences
with the government, and nine
months ahead of his three-year
tenure, said the decline in share
of PSU banks in the banking sec-
tor should not be resisted as the
“market mechanism is work-
ing”.

“Tax payer has to decide how
much of government revenues
are earmarked to infuse capital
into government banks (GBs) -
this will determine GBs market
share. The government has to as-
sess whether return on its equity
investment in GBs is value for
money since its shareholding in
GBs continues to increase. Ditto
for LIC (Life Insurance
Corporation),” he said.

Patel differed with the gov-
ernment on several issues in-
cluding the RBI’s reserves, liq-
uidity issue in the financial
sector, small sector lending and
curbs on banks.

The Union Budget, he said in
his presentation, usually has an-
nouncement of ‘credit budgets’
(for example, agriculture), on be-
half of banks. “Majority of large
universal commercial banks are
government owned for diverse
(legacy) reasons,” he said,
adding, “... (it’s for) quasi fiscal
reasons, most recently the
Mudra scheme for MSMEs (also
59-minute loan approval pro-
gramme launched in late 2018).”

Patel has blamed the all
stakeholders — banks, the gov-
ernment and the RBI - prior to
2014 for the mess in the banking
sector, stating that the “govern-
ment did not fully play itsrole as
principal shareholder and man-
ager of economy’s health” while
the “supervisor (RBI) failed to ac-
knowledge and rectify the pub-
lic sector banks’ inability to iden-
tify poor performing assets” or
bad loans. He also slammed the
“risk management policies and
over-lending” of banks.

“Prior to 2014 all stakehold-
ers failed to play their role ade-
quately. The RBI failed to re-
structure and react quickly to
improve recovery or cut losses
(for example, iron and steel
companies, airlines, generators
and real estate),” Patel said. The
regulator failed in gauging
when extant assumptions were
getting stretched and needed
revision. A number of govern-
ment banks did not have senior
management in place, and gov-
ernance suffered, he said.

In a stinging criticism of the
government’s banking policies,
Patel said, “principal (domi-
nant) owner didn‘t question
risk controls in government
banks even as it was receiving
significant dividends.” The gov-
ernment “encouraged govern-
ment banks to help pump
prime economy for higher
growth (in the realm of politi-
cal/ electoral credit cycles over
the last decade), under the
guise of “capital deepening,
sensitive sectors etc”, he said.

Warning the government,
banks and the RBI that “short
cuts/ sweeping the problem
under the carpet is unlikely to
work”, Patel said it “will only
delay unlocking of capital, and
come in the way of financing
future investment efficiently.”

He said in recent years, NPAs
in India have been one of the
highest amongst major
economies, inducing a negative
risk perception. “It could be that
the funding model is gradually/

Alongside a call for the
need to catalyse a “virtuous cy-
cle” of savings, exports and in-
vestments as the central driv-
ers for growth, the Survey
departs from the traditional
“Anglo-Saxon thinking” by ad-
vocating a growth model for
India that views the economy
as being either in a virtuous or
avicious cycle, and thus never
in equilibrium.

The Survey, the first by new
Chief Economic Advisor
Krishnamurthy Vv
Subramanian, is more realistic
in its assessments, especially
with respect to the macro-eco-
nomic prospects. It notes that
economic growth will rebound
from a five-year low this year,
but would need “a huge boost”
in spending and reforms to
double the size of the economy
over the next five years. This
assessment is, however, in
sharp contrast to his predeces-
sor Arvind Subramanian’s first
survey, which proclaimed that
“India has reached a sweet spot
—rare in the history of nations
— in which it could finally be
launched on a double-digit,
medium-term growth trajec-
tory”.

Where the two are similar
is in the flavour and feel, in re-
sorting to acronym-based as-
sociations and a heavy play of
theme-based schemes.

Among the more radical re-
form suggestions are those re-
garding incentives for taxpay-
ers. Propagating the social
norm that “paying taxes hon-
estly is honourable”, the
Survey suggests providing

FULL COVERAGE

benefits to highest taxpayers.
These may include expedited
boarding privileges at airports,
fast-lane privileges on roads
and toll booths, and special
“diplomatic” type lanes at im-
migration counters. Further,
the highest taxpayers over a
decade could be recognised by
naming important buildings,
monuments, roads, trains, ini-
tiatives, schools and universi-
ties, hospitals and airports af-
ter them.

Alingering theme in the
Survey is that “policy making
must keep real people as its fo-
cus”. Insights from behavioral
economics need to be inte-
grated into aspects of policy
making in issues including
gender equality, a healthy and
beautiful India, savings, tax
compliance and credit quality.
This includes a transition from
‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ to
‘BADLAV’ (Beti Aapki Dhan
Lakshmi Aur Vijay Lakshmi),
from ‘Swachh Bharat’ to
‘Sundar Bharat’, from ‘Give it
up” for the LPG subsidy to
‘Think about the Subsidy’ and
from ‘tax evasion’ to ‘tax com-
pliance’.

The rise in retirement age
for most of India’s working
population from 60 years at
present seems inevitable due
to increase in life expectancy
and fall in fertility rate, the
Survey notes. Demographic
projections show that India’s
population growth will con-
tinue to decline over the next
two decades, growing less than
1% during 2021-31 and under
0.5% during 2031-41, it said.

ECONOMIC SURVEY
2019

It has projected an
economic growth of 7%
for2019-2020

Raising retirement age isinline
with the experience of other
countries and it helps plan in
advance for pensions and other
retirement provisions, it has
said.

The Survey also empha-
sisesthe need totreatdataasa
public good and buttresses the
need to further accelerate legal
sector reforms and strengthen
contract enforcement regula-
tions, alongside a focus on bet-
ter management of the envi-
ronment and an electric
vehicle push.

Underlining that the gov-
ernment faces significant chal-
lenges on the fiscal front on ac-
count of rising expenses on
health and farm sector schemes
and the slow growth on rev-
enue collections, the Survey
points to the revenue buoyancy
of Goods and Service Tax as a
key to raising resources going
forward. It has also cautioned
that resources for schemes such
as Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi and Ayushman
Bharat will have to be found
“without compromising the fis-
cal deficit target as per the re-
vised glide path”.

The chapter on the incen-
tive structure for small firms
spells out the need to overhaul
the system of incentives for
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprise (MSME) sector and
gear it towards, what the
Survey terms as, ‘infant’ firms
(firms that are small because
they are young and have the
potential to become big),
rather than the focus on ‘dwarf
firms (firms that remain small
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Detailing what problems in our economy
and policy prescriptions have been
provided by KV Subramanian in the
Economic Survey and whether it indicates
what to expect from the Budget 2019

despite being old).

“While infant firms can
grow to become large firms
that are not only more produc-
tive and generate significant
employment, dwarfs remain
small and contribute neither to
productivity nor to jobs,” it
says. Incentives for infant firms
should come with a sunset
clause of less than 10 years,
with necessary grand-father-
ing, along with deregulationin
labour law restrictions to cre-
ate significantly more jobs, as
evident from Rajasthan. It has
proposed rationalisation of tax
policy for start-ups to encour-
age “innovative investments”
in the Indian economy.

Calling for lower cost of
capital, the Survey lays empha-
sis on investment as a key
driver of growth in the econ-
omy. It has stressed the need to
significantly lower the cost of
capital as the real rate of inter-
est has increased significantly
in India over the years and is
quite high in comparison to
other countries, and that af-
fects investment prospects.
Fixed investment growth
picked up from 8.3% in 2016-
17 to0 9.3%in 2017-18 and fur-
ther to 10% in 2018-19, and
lower interest rates in future
are expected to push up private
investment.

“The#EconomicSurvey201
9 outlines a vision to achieve a
$5 trillion economy. It also de-
picts the gains from advance-
ment in the social sector, adop-
tion of technology and energy
security,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi tweeted.

Education alert: Population of kids falling, merge schools

quality and efficiency of edu-
cation”.

According to the Survey,
the population in the 5-14 age
group, consisting of elemen-
tary school-going children, will
decline by 18.4 per cent be-
tween 2021 and 2041. It states
that this age group will drop
sharply in Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, Punjab, Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka by
2041.1talso highlights “laggard
states” such as Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh.

“As of 2016, population in
the 5-14 age group, which

grudgingly becoming more dis-
cerning now. GBs have high ra-
tio of non-operating expenses
to earnings compared to private
banks. High cost structure of
GBsis borne by economy. (This)
may be impinging transmission
of policy rate changes,” he said.

Patel said PSU banks also

marred by higher incidence of
frauds owing to poor opera-
tional risk management/ inter-
nal audit. “As many as 90 per
cent of frauds occurred in GBs
while share of private banks is
about 10 per cent. Most frauds
are related to advances/loans.
Quantum has quadrupled in
the five years since 2013/14,” he
said.

On the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy code (IBC), Patel
said, “belated response did not
work in the area of resolution.
Banks were not forthcoming
with required action in respect
of large stressed accounts. Part
of the inertia was due to the
typical (and severe) agency and
(aggravated) moral hazard
problems of not resolving NPAs
when the banking sector is ma-
jorly government -owned.” In
effect, inaction against large de-
faulters was undermining cred-
ibility of IBC 2016, Patel said.

According to Patel, the reg-
ulator, based on the recom-

roughly corresponds to the
number of elementary school-
going children, has already be-
gun declining in India and
across all major states except
Jammu and Kashmir,” the
Survey states.

It says the number of
schools per capita will rise “sig-
nificantly” in India across all
major states, and that the
number of elementary schools
with less than 50 students has
“increased over the past
decade across all major states
except Delhi”.

“States such as Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Andhra
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh

mendation of a board sub-com-
mittee, directed banks to file for
resolution/ liquidation of 41 of
the largest defaulting corpora-
tions (NPAs of Rs 5 lakh crore,
which is around 45 per cent of
NPAs) between June and
September 2017. “For around
two years, banks had not been
able to do much about these
large despite broad leeway
granted by regulator,” he said.

He said the present level of
bank capital masks the future
expected capital write-offs.
“Provision Coverage Ratio for
Indian banks is much lower, de-
spite the loss given default be-
ing considerably higher in India.
India’s recovery and provision
coverage ratio is 77 as com-
pared to 223 in Mexico, 218 in
China and 182 in Brazil.

“High net NPAs compared to
other countries implies that
current headline capital ade-
quacy is, in effect, overstated. In
Indian banks, capital is low rel-
ative to NPAs compared to
global standards,” he said.

Vijayvargiya

action will be taken against
Akash following Modi’s strong
disapproval, Vijayvargiya said
Akash will “give his version”
once he gets a show-cause no-
tice.

have more than 40 per cent of
elementary schools with fewer
than 50 students enrolled.”
According to the Survey, the
same trend exists in the states
of Chhattisgarh, Assam and
Odisha.

Underlining the two factors
— decline in the 5-14 age-
group and increase in the
number of elementary schools
with less than 50 students —
the Survey states: “The ‘opti-
mal’ school size varies widely
according to terrain and urban
clustering, but this sharp in-
crease in number of elemen-
tary schools per capita needs
to be carefully studied. The

Vijayvargiya, who has been
credited with the stunning per-
formance of the BJP in West
Bengal in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, maintained that the Prime
Minister’s word is final. “The
Prime Minister is our supreme
leader. His decision is final and
the party is duty-bound to fol-
low his directives.”

He said he is “convinced”
that the “Prime Minister will
take decisions for the good of the
party only.”

Two days ago, at a meeting of
the BJP parliamentary party,
Modi sent a strong message to
the party rank and file, saying ar-
rogance and misbehaviour will
not be tolerated irrespective of
“whoever it may be, whoever’s
son he may be”.

Elected to the Madhya
Pradesh assembly for the first
time in the state elections last
year, Akash was arrested on June
26 for assaulting an Indore
Municipal Corporation official
with a cricket bat. The incident
was caught on camera and the
video clip did the rounds of so-
cial media.

Vijayvargiya said his son has
already expressed regret and is
ready to face any action by the
party. “He has already said,
Modijiis like his grandfather and
he will accept the punishment

time may soon come in many
states to consolidate/merge el-
ementary schools to keep
them viable.”

It recommends that
schools located within 1-3 km
radius of each other can be
chosen “to ensure no signifi-
cant change in access”.

“This would also be in line
with the experience of other
major economies witnessing a
decline in elementary school-
going population, such as
Japan, China, South Korea,
Singapore and Canada, which
have implemented policies to
merge or close down schools,”
the Survey states.

the party gives him. I too have
told him he should be ready to
face consequences now,” he

said.

Dam breached

around 3,000 further down-

stream, cutting them off.

According to officials, search
operations are still on to locate
the missing. At the school,
meanwhile, Ajit Chavan, who
lost his parents and brother, is
struggling to voice his grief.
“Ranjit (his brother) went to take
the bike and never came back,”
he says.

On Thursday, as one of the
seven bodies found was brought
for autopsy at the sub-district
hospital at Kamathe near
Chiplun, the people waiting out-
side gathered around. Within
minutes, a man identified it as
that of his younger brother and
broke down.

Rane’s MLA-son

Samir Malvade, deputy mayor
Babu Gaikwad and officials of
the Kankavli Municipal
Corporation. Police said the men
are absconding and searches are
being conducted. Along with
Rane, police have arrested a few
supporters of his Swabhimaan
Sangathna, and more are likely
to booked by evening.

Torrential rainin the area had
led to a mud slide from a con-
struction site, blocking the road
to a village. Residents were said
to have lodged complaints, and
were counting on a speedy re-
sponse from highway officials
who they claimed had piled
construction material.

Rane showed up at the site
for an “inspection”. Residents
said Swabhimaan Sangathna
supporters had accompanied
him, carrying ropes and buckets.

According to witnesses, the
engineer was “pulled and
pushed” towards the road, as-
saulted by Rane and his support-
ers, and made to walk on the
slushy road connecting the vil-
lage to the bridge. He was pa-
raded outside homes where
Rane allegedly asked residents
if the engineer had responded to
their complaints.

Reached for comments, Rane
said: “There were repeated com-
plaints which were not acted
upon by the engineer. Work on
a flyover on the National
Highway, which is the Mumbai-
Goa highway, is currently on.
Local residents have repeatedly
complained that there is no
service road and no means for
water dispersal in case it rains
heavily. I have nothing against
the officer personally. I know
what was done was an extreme
step. But it was definitely called
for, and reflected the extreme
anger of the people.”

“If 1, as the local MLA, do not
represent people’s sentiments,
then who will?” he said.

Sindhudurg SP Dikshit
Gedam said: “He (Rane) claims
the construction of the highway
was not completed in time and
hence the incident took place.
Thisis acriminal case now as he
took the law in his hands. We are
monitoring the case and will
make sure everyone is arrested.
He is now officially in police cus-
tody and will be dutifully pro-
duced in court tomorrow. ”

Hafiz Saeed

the (13)leaders of JuD and other
proscribed organisations on
charges of terror financing. As
the FIRs have been registered,
the suspects will be arrested
shortly,” police spokesperson
Niyab Haider Naqvi told PTI in
Lahore.

Asked why the CTD had not
arrested Saeed and the others
yet, Naqvi said: “First, the FIR is
registered against a suspect, and
then he is arrested. Saeed and
the othersin the FIRs will also be
arrested subsequently.”

India, however, was not im-
pressed by Pakistan’s moves.
The Ministry of External Affairs’
official spokesperson, Raveesh
Kumar, said: “Pakistan is trying
to hoodwink the international
community on taking action
against terror groups. Let us not
get fooled by cosmetic steps
against terror groups by
Pakistan.”

Saeed isreported to be at his
residence in Lahore’s Jauhar
Town.

Jadhav sentence

Peace Palace in The Hague, the
Netherlands.

In February, the two coun-
tries presented their arguments
before the full bench, which
comprised of an ad hoc judge
from Pakistan as well since for-
mer Indian judge Justice Dalveer
Bhandari is on the bench.

Inits plea, New Delhi told the
court that, as a last resort, it
could direct Pakistan to hold
Jadhav’s trialin a “civilian court”
and grant him all the legal re-
course, including consular ac-
cess. However, it maintained
that its first plea remains that
Jadhav should be released and
given safe passage, and that the
military court’s conviction be
annulled. These options were
spelt out by joint secretary
Mittal at the IC].

FULLREPORTS ON
www.indianexpress.com
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AAP MLA gets six-month jail
termin 2015 assault case

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

A DELHI court Thursday
awarded a six-month prison
term to AAP MLA Som Dutt for
assaulting a man with a base-
ball bat, observing that “the
convict was a lawmaker and
therefore, by the very nature of
his position, has to be a law
abiding citizen. We as a society
cannot be used to such crimes”.

Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Samar
Vishal, in his order, said: “The
convict was a Member of
Legislative Assembly of Delhi
before the incident and was
contesting the upcoming as-
sembly elections. It means he s
a public representative. He has
committed the offence know-
ing its gravity and conse-
quences.”

This is the second sentenc-
ing of a sitting AAP MLA in a
week after the court awarded a
three-month jail term to Manoj
Kumar, the AAP legislator from

Som Dutt is AAP MLA from
Sadar Bazar

Kondli, for obstructing poll
process.

The court also imposed a
fine of Rs 2 lakh on Dutt, out of
which Rs 1 lakh has to be paid
as compensation to the com-
plainant, failing which the MLA
will be sent to two-month im-
prisonment. The court granted
bail to the MLA after he ex-
pressed his wish to appeal
against the conviction.

The incident took place in
January 2015, when the com-
plainant Sanjeev Rana had al-

Scolded for online
shopping, teen Kkills self

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

A 17-YEAR-OLD boy allegedly
hanged himself at his home in
South West Delhi Wednesday
evening, after his father “scolded
him for buying a Bluetooth de-
vice instead of concentrating on
studies”, his family said.

“His father received a text
message on his phone regarding
the delivery of a Bluetooth de-
vice, which had been ordered
online. He told his son not to
waste time on this and concen-
trate on his studies instead,” said
the boy’s uncle.

Hours later, he said, the boy’s
elder sister found him hanging
from the fan in his room. “We

found a letter in his room which
says ‘Sorry, Mom Dad'... He was
due tobegin class XI and had got
his school books Tuesday. He
was upset about the argument
with his father, but no one could
imagine he would take such an
extreme step,” the boy’s uncle
said.

The boy was rushed to a hos-
pital by his family, where he was
declared dead on arrival. “His two
sisters and their mother were at
home and his father was at work
when the incident took place...
when he didn’t come out of the
room for a while, his elder sister
went to check on him and saw
him hanging,” said the boy’s un-
cle. Police said the family does-
n’t suspect foul play and an in-
quiry has been ordered.

leged he was assaulted by Dutt,
who showed up outside his
house in Gulabi Bagh with a
group of men. Rana told The
Indian Express, “ sustained griev-
ous injuries and fought for many
years.”

He said he wasn’t satisfied
with the verdict since it meant
“an MLA can beat anyone and get
a lenient sentence”.

Lalit Pingolia, the assistant
public prosecutor for state, sub-
mitted that the “offence is grave
in nature” and that the “convict
is an MLA and a role model for
the public. Therefore, the pun-
ishment should be deterrent
and set an example to those
who break the law”.

The counsel for Dutt, B S
Joon, prayed for leniency in
punishment, submitting that he
is 40 years of age, the father of
two children and has no previ-
ous criminal record.

“He has a wife and two chil-
dren aged nine months and one
month to look after. Till 2013, he
was a government employee
and after that he joined Aam

Aadmi Party. He is an MLA for
the second term and was impli-
cated in this case due to political
rivalry. It is submitted that he is
immensely popular in his area
and if substantive punishment
is given, it will be a loss to his
constituency,” Joon told the
court.

ACMM Samar Vishal orally
observed: “Then should all pop-
ular people be given a licence
for misconduct?”

The court said the incident
did not take place in the spur of
the moment, but was rather
premeditated assault done with
a baseball bat.

“The complainant suffered
fracture of fibula, which is an
important part of the body. I can
realise the pain and agony suf-
fered by him by this attack,” the
court said.

“Respect for the law is the
first condition for a civilised so-
ciety. Nobody has more sacred
obligation to obey the law than
those who make it. Law with-
out justice is a wound without
cure,” it added.

THECITY 3
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Bidto tackle  Trying to kill herself,

dengue and
malaria

New Delhi: The capital may make
dengue, malaria and chikun-
gunya notifiable diseases, the
Union Health Ministry Thursday
said in a statement.

Anotifiable diseaseis one that
is required by law to be reported
to government authorities. This
allows authorities to monitor it
and warn of possible outbreaks
ina timely manner.

As the first spell of rain hit
parts of the capital, the firstreview
meeting to tackle mosquito-borne
diseases took place with state
health officials and MCD officials
inattendance. Health Minister Dr
Harsh Vardhansuggested that the
vector-borne diseases be made
notifiable and said Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain had “as-
sured that the same would be
done immediately”. ENS

woman saved by cops StUdies abroad

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

DELHI POLICE Thursday man-
aged to get to a 36-year-old
woman who allegedly at-
tempted suicide by hanging her-
self from a fan at her South Delhi
residence.

Police said they received a
PCR call regarding the woman
having locked herself in her
room, following which they
rushed to the spot.

The woman had locked her
8-year-old son and 16-year-old
daughter in another room, while
her third child and husband
were not at home when the inci-
dent took place.

“The children shouted from
the window of the room to alert
the neighbours, who then made

the PCR call,” said a police officer.

DCP (South) Vijay Kumar
said, “The beat officer immedi-
ately called a welder fromalane
nearby, and he cut the grilled
window of the room. The per-
sonnel entered the room within
minutes and cut the chunni us-
ing which the woman had
hanged herself. She was rushed
to a hospital... she is stated to be
critical.”

Kumar said that the woman’s
statement has not been recorded
yet, but conversations with her
husband have revealed that the
couple had a “petty fight over fi-
nances earlier that day”.

“Prima facieitappears it was
a decision taken by her in the
heat of the moment. We have
not recovered a note from the
room. Further investigation is
underway,” said a police officer.

Help’s death: Police rule out murder

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, JULY 4

TWO DAYS after the body of a 19-
year-old domestic help was
found wedged between two
towers at Amrapali Silicon City in
Noida, police have prima facie
ruled out murder.

“The ante-mortem injuries
hint towards a fall. The victim has
injuries on the head, hands and
legs, which could have been
caused by the impact of the fall.

Thereisalso aninternal injury to
the intestines. The post-mortem
report does not highlight any
signs of struggle or asphyxiation.
Prima-facie it appears it was a
natural death. Furtherinvestiga-
tion is underway,” said Piyush
Kumar Singh, Circle Officer
(Noida 2nd).

The body of the victim, Sona
Muni, was discovered stuck be-
tween two buildings Tuesday,
after some residents com-
plained of a foul smell. An inten-
sive operation was conducted

by the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) to re-
trieve the body.

Calling it a ‘personal matter’,
the woman’s family has not filed
a complaint so far, said police.
The woman hailed from Katihar
in Bihar, said police, adding her
body has been handed over to
the family after post-mortem.

According to police, the
woman had been missing since
Sunday. Security guards at the
society had said she was quiet
and kept to herself.

DU ADMISSIONS
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,UPSC dreams:

Why pol science s top choice

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

CIVIL SERVICE dreams, aspira-
tions for higher studies abroad
and specialised subjects of con-
temporary relevance — these are
among factors that could explain
the surge in popularity of Political
Science as a discipline for Delhi
University entrants.

The Indian Express had re-
ported how, despite rocketing
cut-offs, admissions to Political
Science honours has closed in
most top colleges, with many ad-
mitting far more students than
the number of seats available.

Political Science teachers said
a large role is played by various
specialised courses students can
opt for within the programme,
which serve as bridges to various
fields after graduation.

“There are specialised courses
which have a lot of contempo-
rary relevance. One of these is
public policy — most [IMs and
upcoming private universities
have masters in public policy and
studying political science in un-
dergraduation provides a direct
link. Other such courses are gen-
der studies and international re-
lations, all of which are very rel-

Students at Daulat Ram College, a day after the second cut-off was released. Amit Mehra

evant, particularly for those in-
terested in higher studies,” said
Dr Tanvir Aejiz, who teaches at
Ramjas College.

Dr Jayashree Pillai from
Miranda House said courses of-
fered within the programme of-
fer ample flexibility. “Students
are equipped to deal with philos-
phy as we have a paper on polit-
ical philosophy from Plato and
Marx to Chanakya. They study
the Indian political system,
which equips them to deal with
bureaucracy. Public policy is use-

ful for those who go on to appear
for CAT, and can join the corpo-
rate field. International relations
opens up possibilities in the UN,
world politics and international
law,” she said.

Teachers said the programme
hasn’t always been this dynamic,
but frequent updating of syllabi
and addition of new elective sub-
jects has helped. They also said
this programme possibly opens
more doors later on as compared
to other arts courses like History,
Sociology and English. And while

Economics also offers vast av-
enues, it is considered more rig-
orous, particularly because of
mathematics being a require-
ment.

Dr Pillai said the varied expo-
sure helps students get into mas-
ters abroad. “Earlier, doing post-
graduation abroad was not a
common aspiration for the mid-
dle class. But now many are en-
tering undergraduation with that
aim,” she said.

Dr Uma Gupta, who teaches
at Kirori Mal College, linked the

Deer to

popularity to a growing number
of students from other states,
particularly southern states. “We
are seeing students coming from
their states to DU with the single
purpose of becoming civil ser-
vants, and political science is the
most popular subject for IAS as-
pirants,” she said.

Dr Aejiz pointed to how two
of the compulsory papers in the
UPSC exams are from public ad-
ministration, which is alsoa com-
pulsory paper in the undergrad-
uation curriculum.

Students testified to this.“I'm
not sure yet of what [ want to
pursue after college, but be it
journalism, civil services or inter-
national relations, I can go any-
where from here,” said
Rajlakhmee Borah from Assam,
whois pursuing the course from
Shaheed Bhagat Singh College.

“Ididn’t get into political sci-
ence because the cut-off was
very high; Iwill take it as my elec-
tive subject. Studying the subject
will help me decide if I want to
take civil service examinations in
the future,” Ayushi Lamba from
Uttar Pradesh, who has taken up
BA (Hons) History at Miranda
House, said.

(With inputs from
Ashna Butani)

civets,

Delhi zoo probe
had wide ambit

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

SUPPRESSING DEATHS of hog
deer and illegal capture of
monitor lizards and Indian
civets were among allegations
investigated by a high-level
committee formed tolook into
irregularities at the National
Zoological Park (NZP), popu-
larly known as the Delhi zoo.
Set up by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change in June 2018,
the five-member committee
looked into various complaints
and compiled areportofitsin-
vestigation, which was ac-
cessed by The Indian Express.

Monitor lizards

One of the complaints
made to the ministry was by a
zoo officer on February 28,
2017, about five monitor lizards
being allegedly captured ille-
gally and brought to the zoo to
replace dead animals.

The committee observed
that nine monitor lizards died
between November 5, 2016,
and February 15, 2017, based
on entries in zoo registers.

Four post-mortem reports
between February 1 and 15,
2017, suggested that the cause
of death was the sudden
pulling out of the animal from
their burrows on January 28,
2017, under instruction of the
official who made the com-
plaint.

The deaths of five other an-
imals is not understood, the
committee observed, adding:
“It appears due care was not
taken of the animals during
winter months.” It said it did
not find conclusive evidence to
establish that five monitor
lizards were illegally captured
from outside.

“The allegations were
made without taking into con-
sideration the scientific facts
about cold blooded burrowing
reptiles...ignoring the possibil-
ity of having monitor lizards in
their hiding places during win-
ter month of January,” it said.

Hog deer

Areport made by DrD N
Singh, the then member secre-
tary of Central Zoo Authority,
found that deaths of a number
of hog deer were allegedly sup-
pressed in 2015-16 by the NZP.

The report alleged that
there were 15 hog deer deaths,
as per a zoo register, but a mor-
tality list signed by two officers
showed eight deaths.

On January 18, 2017, a for-
mer zoo director submitted a
report to the ministry stating
that the zoo does not record
animals that are dependant on
their mothers in its mortality
or inventory list.

After examining records, the

The report alleged Delhi
zoo suppressed hog deer
deaths. Archive

committee found thatoutof 15
hog deer deaths between April
7,2015, and February 29, 2016,
post-mortem for only 10 are
available. Of these 15 deaths,
seven were not reflected in
mortality or inventory list be-
cause the animals were “either
dependent on mothers or no
deaths took place”.

However, the committee
found that only four deaths
could be treated as those of an-
imals dependent on mothers.
It concluded that there was not
sufficient ground to establish
an intention of suppressing
deaths.

“Though the acceptance by
concerned officers that five
post-mortem reports... are not
available hints at possibility of
manipulation of records, yet
entries of deaths in beat regis-
ters indicate that officials had
no intention to hide the
deaths,” it observed.

Indian civet

Another report compiled
by Dr Singh found that officers
and zoo staff allegedly cap-
tured two small Indian civets
on January 11, 2017, and
February 15, 2017, from inside
the zoo premises.

The report found that the
animals were keptin azoo vet-
erinary hospital “illegally” for
quarantine and were then re-
flected in the 2016-17 annual
inventory report of NZP.

The committee did find
that two Indian civets were
captured from inside the zoo
on the dates mentioned by Dr
Singh, but added that they
were “accidentally” caught in
rat traps, laying of which is le-
gal in the zoo.

They were kept in quaran-
tine and later included in the
zoo animal collection in accor-
dance with its rules, the com-
mittee said. The prevailing
practice at the zoo is that if a
rescued animal is not fit to be
released into the wild, it is
added into the zoo collection.

However, the committee
noted that zoo authorities
failed to record a reason forin-
cluding the animals in the
main collection. “This appears
to be more of an irregularity,
for which officer concerned
can be cautioned,” it noted.
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Kejriwal and Sisodia
with pilgrims,
Thursday. Amit Mehra

Kejriwal,
Sisodiato visit
Vaishno Devi

New Delhi: Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
his deputy Manish
Sisodia and their families
will join a group of senior
citizens for a pilgrimage
to Vaishno Devi July 20,
being organised under
the 'Mukhyamantri Tirth
Yatra Yojana'. Under the
scheme, the government
will bear the entire ex-
penditure for all pilgrims,
including AC train travel,
accommodation, meals
and other arrangements.

Tiwarifiles
complaint over
classrooms

New Delhi: Delhi BJP
chief Manoj Tiwari, who
has alleged that there
was a “Rs 2,000 crore
scam” in the construc-
tion of classrooms in
Delhi government
schools, filed a complaint
with the Delhi Lokayukta
against Deputy Chief
Minister and Delhi
Education  Minister
Manish Sisodia as well as
PWD minister Satyendar
Jain Thursday.

2 held over
illegal meds

New Delhi: Two brothers
have been arrested for al-
legedly running anillegal
medical shop and selling
medicines over the
counter to juveniles in
East Delhi.

2 detained for
gangrape

New Delhi: Two juveniles
have been apprehended
for allegedly raping a
five-year-old girl in a
park. The incident took
place Thursday when the
victim was playing with
the juveniles outside her
home. ENS

MONSOON TO REACH CAPITALTODAY

Droplets of relief in Delhi, too

much to handle for Gurgaon

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,GURGAON, JULY 4

MONSOON IS expected to reach
Delhi by Friday evening, officials
at the India Meteorological
Department said.

Delhi, which was undergoing
adry spell for the past two weeks,
finally saw light rain Thursday.

According to IMD scientist
Kuldeep Srivastava, the monsoon
wind system is inching towards
Delhi and rains on Thursday
were brought in by easterly
winds linked to monsoon.

IMD'’s official said conditions
are becoming favourable for the
advance of monsoon into parts
of Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, UP,
Haryana and Delhi in 24 hours.

While the city is expected to

Take action
on tainted

officials: L-G

New Delhi: Weeks after the
Centre compulsorily retired 27
IRS (income tax) officers follow-
ing allegations of corruption, ex-
tortion and professional miscon-
duct, Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Anil Baijal directed officials to take
similar action in the city.

The L-G wrote to the Delhi
Chief Secretary, Delhi
Development Authority Vice
Chairperson, Delhi Police
Commissioner and municipal
commissioners to take action un-
der CCS (Pension) Rules against
“tainted” officers, to “ensure gov-
ernment machinery remains effi-
cient, effective and above board”.

In a tweet, Baijal wrote:
“Action is essential to weed out
the ‘dead wood’ and ‘dark sheep’
to remove corruption from gov-
ernment functioning.”

InDelhi, the matter of services
comes under the L-G. The state
and the Centre have been locked
inbattle in SC over jurisdictionin
the matter. ENS

Hoping for a few lessons,
13 teachers from the US
head to Delhi schools

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

THIRTEEN TEACHERS from
American schoolsare onavisitto
Delhi to study the state’s educa-
tion policy and model. On
Thursday, the teachers visited the
School Of Excellence in
Khichdipur, where they held an
interactive session with students.

According to the government,
the visiting teachers were inter-
ested in special interventions be-
ing run by the government, such
as the Happiness Curriculumand
the Entrepreneurship Mindset
Curriculum.

Addressing students at the
meet, Deputy CM Manish Sisodia
spoke about the disparities be-

tween private and government
schooling systems.

“The problem with private
schools is that they have a lot of
filters such as money and socio-
economic background, which
create entrance barriers for chil-
dren... We have given a model
where every child from any seg-
ment of the society can get qual-
ity education,” he said.

In the past, other states have
also showninterestinreplicating
Delhi’s Happiness Curriculum.
Recently, teachers from a Delhi
school started collaborating with
ateacherinaNew York school to
replicate the curriculum there.

The 13-member delegation
will visit a District Institute of
Education and Training Friday to
study the two curricula.

CLEAN SWEEP

Delhi Jal Board officials participated in a ‘cleanathon’
organised by Namami Gange at Kalindi Kunj ghat. Senior
officers including member (drainage), R S Negi, and member
(water), Shalabh Kumar, were among those present.

Tashi Tobgyal

DAYSAHEAD(INOC)

Friday 27 35
Saturday 27 35
Sunday 27 37
Monday 28 37
Tuesday 28 36
Wednesday 28 36

see moderate rain Friday, only
light rain or a drizzle is expected
Saturday and Sunday.

On Thursday, the maximum
temperature was recorded at
38.6 degrees Celsius, two degrees
above normal. The minimum
was 31.2 degrees Celsius, three
degrees above normal.

“Heavy rain in Delhi is ex-

Dark clouds gather over the capital; (above) a traffic cop
mans a flooded stretch in Gurgaon

pected only in the second half of
the month...,” said an IMD official.
Despite light rain Thursday,
Delhi’s rain deficit was 91%.

Heavy rain in Gurgaon

Even though a downpour
gave Delhi a miss, heavy rain
lashed Gurgaon, which saw wa-
terlogging in several parts of the
city. Gurgaon received 82 mm of
rain throughout the day, of which
most was received ina one-hour
window in the afternoon. Traffic
police personnel were deployed
across the city to facilitate move-
ment of vehicles.

While Gurgaon saw 82 mm
of rainfall between 8 am and 5
pm, Manesar, Farrukhnagar and
Sohna saw 40 mm, 15mm, and
25 mm of rain respectively.

The areas in Gurgaon that
were waterlogged included the

South body concern:
Chargesheeted officials
in building department

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,JULY 4

LEADERS OF South Delhi
Municipal Corporation have aired
concerns regarding lower rung
officials extracting money and
chargesheeted engineers work-
ing in the building department
despite repeated orders to get
them transferred.

Standing committee chair-
man Bhupendar Gupta said:
“There are chargesheeted engi-
neers working and then there are
engineers who work in the build-
ing department for three years
and then get diverted to some
other department and take salary
from there, but report to the
building department itself.” An
engineer being chargesheeted
means disciplinary proceedings
are pending against him.

Senior SDMC officials said the
building department is consid-

ered a plum posting in the civic
body asit opens up the possibility
of corrupt officials extracting
money from builders and those
building houses without permits.

“Why is that everybody wants
to work in the building depart-
ment only?” Gupta said.

A senior official said there are
nine chargesheeted engineers in
the department, and their trans-
fers have not been done because
of a staff crunch. Gupta said he
will soon form a policy on trans-
fers,and has sought a detailed re-
port from officials on the issue.

As the civicbody meeting pro-
gressed, leaders said there was
another issue that came up: Of a
domestic mosquito breeding
checker going to a godown pos-
ing as a public health inspector
and demanding house tax.

Gupta ordered his suspension
and said officials should keep an
eye on whether such issues crop
up in other places.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

Lnk Tika Dhwoj Lawati

On 06 Jul 1999 No 9418956 Late Lnk Tika Dhwoj
Lawati of 1/11 GR had made supreme sacrifice
during OP VIJAY ( Kargil ) in Jul 1999

Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and All Ranks

HAV MADAN LAL, V.
HAV MADAN LAL, Vi

GDR ANANT RAM GDR NARESH KUMAR

(DR YOGENDRA SINGH
YADAV, SM

DR UDHYMAN SINGH, SM

NKDEVRAJ (DR RATTAN CHAND

These gallant soldiers made the supreme sacrifice in BATTLE OF
TIGER HILL in OP VIJAY. They assaulted TIGER HILL TOP (National
Objective) at 16500 feet from most difficult, steep and snowbound
approach and established foothold by killing intruders and captur-
ing bunkers under murderous enemy fire. Their daring action cut
off the enemy which facilitated capture of TIGER HILL. We will
remain indebted to them for their noblest deeds.

COMMANDING OFFICER & ALL RANKS 18 GRENADIERS
(TIGER HILL - PVC PALTAN)

stretch between Subhash Chowk
and South City, Hero Honda
Chowk and Himgiri Chowk,
Sector 37 junction and Kadipur
Chowk. With the heaviest rain-
fall occurring prior to peak hours,
between 1.50 pm and 3 pm, no
major traffic jams were reported.
There was, however, slow traffic
movement in some parts of the
city, including on Sohna Road.

“There was waterlogging in
some parts... but police person-
nel were deployed to ensure
smooth traffic movement...,” said
Subhash Boken, PRO of Gurgaon
Police.

Officials from the district ad-
ministration added that portable
motor pumps, attached to vehi-
cles, will be placed at points
found to be vulnerable Thursday,
inorder to prevent waterlogging
in the future.

Old Delhi
violence: BJP
meets Patnaik

New Delhi: A delegation of Delhi
BJP leaders led by Rajya Sabha
MP Vijay Goel met Police
Commissioner Amulya Patnaik
Thursday and demanded a thor-
ough probe into the Hauz Qazi
violence and temple vandalism.

Accusing Delhi Environment
Minister Imran Hussain of being
"involved", Goel demanded that
police investigate his role.

Goel alleged: “Imran Hussain
had lied that he went to the area
after police had called him. We
have requested the police to
probe his role. We suspect him
of inciting the violence.”

Hussain maintains he was
contacted by the area SHO to
come after violence broke out,
and that he tried to calm tempers.

Six persons have been ar-
rested and six juveniles appre-
hended over the issue so far. ENS

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

INTHE dead of the night, aboard
stolen two-wheelers, three
armed assailants have zipped
across the capital in the last one
month, robbing men and
women of several lakhs at gun-
point.

With their arrest pending,
the Delhi Police has so far joined
the dots between at least 25 rob-
beries since  May-end.
Complainants have given some
hints about their get-up: One
wears a black t-shirt, a pair of
sports shoes, a cap with a
Mercedes car logo, and another
a cap that says NY (for New
York).

CCTV footage collected from
Patel Nagar, Model Town, New
Friends Colony, Pandav Nagar
and Adarsh Nagar corroborates
this, and shows two of the men
with their faces covered with a
cloth, and the third wearing a
helmet. "Incidents with the
same pattern have been re-
ported in Rani Bagh, Model
Town, Sarai Rohilla, NFC, Pandav
Nagar, Keshavpuram, Adarsh
Nagar, and Patel Nagar," an offi-
cer said.

Police has also established a
unique pattern. "They steal a
two-wheeler from a place and
then use that to conduct the
next robbery and then leave that
there. For instance, a scooter
they stole from New Friends
Colony was found at Rani Bagh,
where they conducted two rob-
beries,"” said a senior officer.

During investigation, police
found that all incidents took
place between 2 am and 4.45
am, and they targeted people
walking near their homes. "It
started from North West district
when it came to light that three
armed assailants had commit-
ted a string of robberies. These
incidents forced police to deploy

THECITY T

Since May, 3 men have
police chasing shadows

CCTV footage of the robbery in Model Town

personnel in plainclothes and fix
night duty. Following this, they
managed to arrest six similar
gangs, but the three men re-
mained atlarge," an officer said.

"The situation escalated
when police received com-
plaints that three armed as-
sailants had struck in
Keshavpuram, Model Town and
Adarsh Nagar," the officer said.

On June 26, a couple re-
turned from vacation to their
Patel Nagar home. "Around 3
am, they came out of the cab
and were paying the driver
when three men approached
and robbed them of their phone
and cash at gunpoint. The inci-
dent was captured on CCTV," the
officer said.

Around 4 amonJune 26, the
men committed two more rob-
beries in Rani Bagh, leaving their
two-wheeler before escaping.
"We have registered two sepa-
rate FIRs of robbery and further
investigations are on," said DCP
(Outer district) Seju P Kuruvilla.

Police suspect the three al-
legedly robbed a wedding deco-
rator in Pandav Nagar around
2.30 am on June 30. The com-
plainant, Hukum Chand, alleged
the three men held him at gun-
point and stole his wallet, car

keys, phone, a gold chainandRs
23,000. DCP (East district)
Jasmeet Singh confirmed that
an FIR has been filed.

Police said that around 3 am
the same night, a businessman
and his wife were robbed in
Model Town when they pulled
their Mercedes into their
home's private parking. The
complainant Varun Bahl (35),
his wife Nupur and their seven-
year-old son and four-year-old
daughter were returning from a
relative's home in Greater
Kailash when the incident took
place. "At gunpoint, they stole Rs
19,000, mobile phones and a
gold bracelet,” said Vijayanta
Arya, DCP (North-West).

Police said that after robbing
the family, they were escaping
when they came across police
deployment. "The men fired
shots at police and the police-
men retaliated. The robbers
then left their bike and fled the
spot. It later came to light that
the bike had been stolen from
Pandav Nagar," the officer said.

Days later, on July 2, three
armed assailants barged into a
24x7 medical store in New
Friends Colony around 3.40 am
and robbed the cashier of Rs 1.2
lakh at gunpoint.
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POPULATION GROWTH TO SLOW DOWN

TH

2 B1IG DAY Is HERE

Railway Minister Piyush Goyal outside Parliament House with the Economic Survey on Thursday. Renuka Puri

Survey advocates
‘covt-driven data
revolution for
public good’

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

AT A time when the world debates who will
benefit from the data revolution, the Economic
Survey has advocated “a government-driven
datarevolution..creating dataasa public good”.

Isolating “data” as a strategic focus for the
first time, this survey has stated thatin the sec-
tors private players ignore because of no com-
mercial profit, the government should step in.

Citing examples from agriculture, citizen
services and beneficiary schemes, it stated,
“Because the private sector cannot internalize
the social benefits of data in these sectors the
market for data in these sectors has so far not
developed. To ensure that the socially opti-
mum amount of data is harvested and used,
the government needs to stepin, either by pro-
viding the data itself or correcting the incen-
tive structure faced by the private sector, de-
pending on the nature and sensitivity of data.”

The survey has also discussed integrating
data from across their ministerial silos into a
“Data Access Fiduciary Architecture.” Taking
pointers from London’s Tube data and former
US President Barack Obama’s open govern-
mentdatainitiative, the survey has detailed an
example of a Ministry of Panchayati Raj initia-
tive to assign codes to unaddressed local ad-
ministrative unitsinrural India. It has outlined
areas forimprovement — digitising datainma-
chine-readable formats, training government
officials down to the district level about data
analysis and creating scheme dashboards to
visualise patterns in data.

The “architecture” would focus on data that
citizens consent to share or data that the gov-
ernment has allowed itself to collect for “an ex-
plicit purpose” such as tax collection. A draft
data protection law released a year ago gives
the government broad exceptions to the law
forits functions and citizen services. The pend-
ing law is yet to be presented to the Cabinet.

The survey addressed privacy concerns by
limiting ministry controls to their own respec-
tive datasets and allowing the citizen to opt out
of some data collection categories. By “utilizing
technological advances to eliminate all privacy
concerns,” the survey stated, “The prospect of
empowering the government with such com-
prehensive, exhaustive information about
every citizen may sound alarming at first.
However, this is far from the truth.”

The survey not only called for government
intervention because of lack of private action,
butalso positioned government as a protector
of “data for the people” with the “citizens [be-
ing]| the largest group of beneficiaries of the
proposed datarevolution”. The survey’s vision
borrows from the Finance Ministry’s e-com-
merce policy’s idea of data for “citizen
empowerment”. “Even if private sector were
to put such rich data together, this would re-
sult in a monopoly that would reduce citizen
welfare, on the one hand, and violate the prin-
ciple of data by citizens, and, therefore, for cit-
izens,” it read.

The survey did not, however, preclude any
data to be sold to the private sector for profit.
“Undoubtedly, the data revolution envisioned
hereis going to cost funds...itis only fair to cha-
rge [private sector] for its use ... Alternatively,
datasets may be sold to analytics agencies that
process the data, generate insights, and sell the
insights further to the corporate sector, ...
Fortunately, stringent technological mecha-
nisms exist to safeguard data privacy and con-
fidentiality even while allowing the private sec-
tor to benefit from the data,” it said.

Survey a bid to whitewash govt’s
failures on economic front: Cong

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

HOURS AFTER the Economic Survey was
tabled in Parliament, the Congress and the
CPM hit out at the BJP-led government over
its handling of the economy. Former Finance
Minister P Chidambaram said the findings of
the survey were neither positive nor encour-
aging and added that it seems the govern-
ment is pessimistic about the economy.

Congress communication department
head Randeep Surjewala said the Economic
Survey is truer than the multiple tall claims
made by the government even though it at-
tempts to “whitewash the massive failures
and gross economic mismanagement of the
BJP government in the past 5 years”.

He said in a statement that the survey
only reflects “part of the deepening eco-
nomic uncertainties and mismanagement
inflicted by BJP on India”.

CPM general secretary Sitaram Yechury

said the “Economic Survey is full of bombas-
tic claims and grandiose declarations with-
out any basis in facts” and argued that “any
growth strategy based on private investment
will be a non-starter; economic growth
needs more purchasing power amongst peo-
ple, not more investment with higher
unemployment”.

“Economic survey glosses over the ma-
jor challenges faced by millions of Indians
and whitewashes the terrible economic
record of past 5 years. The departure of so
many RBI governors and previous CEA tells
us of the harsh reality,” he added.

In a statement, Chidambaram said the
survey has not said much on the outlook for
this fiscal barring a “bland” statement that
growth of the economy is expected to be 7
per cent in 2019-20. There are no growth pro-
jections sector wise, he said. “The Economic
Survey flags slowing growth, shortfall in rev-
enue, finding resources without compromis-
ing the fiscal deficit target, impact of oil prices
on the current account and recommenda-

tions of the Fifteenth FC (financial commis-
sion) on central government finances. I am
afraid, none of these is positive or encourag-
ing. It appears to me that the government,
speaking through the Economic Survey, is
pessimistic about the economy,” he said.

Surjewala said the survey makes a feeble
attempt to wake up the government from
“its deep slumber of inaction on the eco-
nomic front”. He said the survey provides no
roadmap to deal with the massive unem-
ployment problem.

“Economic Survey predicts GDP growth
at 7 per cent for FY20 without there be any
foundation to sustain it....Although the
Survey proclaims that private investment is
the ‘key driver of growth, jobs, exports and
demand'....the grimreality is completely the
opposite. Fresh investments have plunged to
a 15 year low and new public sector projects
have fallen by 41 per cent year on year, which
is lowest in 14 years. Besides, private sector
projects are being stalled at an all time high
rate of 26 per cent,” he said in a statement.

Life expectancy
going up, survey

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

says need to raise

retirement age

Emphasis on need to plan for all sectors keeping
the changing population dynamics in mind

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

INDIAS set to witness a sharp slowdown in
population growth over the next two
decades, the Economic Survey stated on
Thursday and suggested raising retirement
age and merging schools as there would be
less children.

The total fertility rate, which is ameasure
of how many children an average woman of
reproductive age is likely to have in her life-
time, will dip below the replacement 2.1 by
2021.

The survey pointed out that though the
country as a whole will enjoy the “demo-
graphic dividend” phase, some states will
start transitioning to an ageing society by the
2030s. In preparation for this, it called ad-
vancement of the “retirement age” in-
evitable, highlighted the need for rationalisa-
tion of schools and also pointed out that
unless serious measures are taken, India is
unlikely to have adequate hospital beds to
take care of the changing health needs.

Emphasising the need to plan for all sec-
tors keeping the changing population dy-
namics in mind, the survey pointed out that
though the government — both Centre and
state — spending on health as a percentage of
the GDP has gone up from 1.2 in 2014-15 to
1.5, there is much that remains to be done.
Despite the population growth slowdown,
the absolute numbers will go up and, there-
fore, existing infrastructure such as the num-
ber of hospital beds will continue to get
stretched — a particularly important aspect
given the ageing population.

“IfIndia’s hospital facilities remain at cur-
rent levels, rising population over the next
two decades (even with slowing population
growth rates) will sharply reduce the per
capita availability of hospital beds in India
across all major states...States with high pop-
ulation growth are also the ones with the
lowest per capita availability of hospital
beds,” the survey said. It showed that the
number of hospital beds per 1 million pop-
ulation will dip sharply from the 490-odd in
2016 t0 425 in 2041.

On the other hand, it said, the demand for
schools could see a downswing. “The pro-

Proportion of elementary school-going
children, i.e. 5-14 age group, will
witness significant declines: Survey

portion of elementary school-going children,
i.e. 5-14 age group, will witness significant
declines. Contrary to popular perception,
many states need to pay greater attention to
consolidating/merging schools to make
them viable rather than building new ones,”
the survey pointed out.

Dwelling on how countries like Germany,
UK and US have embarked on the road to in-
crease retirement age and consequently the
age at which a person is eligible for a pen-
sion, it called for reforms well in time to pre-
pare for the changing demography.

“Given that life expectancy for both males
and females in India is likely to continue ris-
ing, increasing the retirement age for both
men and women going forward could be
considered in line with the experience of
other countries. This will be key to the via-
bility of pension systems and would also help
increase female labour force participationin
the older age-groups. Since anincrease in the
retirement age is perhaps inevitable, it may
be worthwhile signalling this change well in
advance — perhaps a decade before the an-
ticipated shift — so that the workforce can
be prepared for it. This will also help planin
advance for pensions and other retirement
provisions,” the survey said.

‘District courts can clear 100% cases if they work on full strength’

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

THE DISTRICT courts in the country in which
over 87 per cent of all cases are currently
pending can ensure 100 per cent clearance of
cases filed in a given year if they function at
full sanctioned strength, the Economic Survey
2018-19 released on Thursday has found.

It, however, found that an additional 8,152
judges would be required to clear the back-
log in the lower courts in five years.

The survey’s findings called for special at-
tention to Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Odisha and
West Bengal as the four states have higher
average pendency as compared to the na-

tional average.

According to the Department of Justice,
there are currently 17,891 judges in lower
courts while the sanctioned strength is
22,750 judges. The survey stated that the
high courts must add 361 more judges and
the Supreme Court six judges to clear all
pending cases in five years.

Last month, Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi had written three letters to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, seeking an increase
in the strength of judges in the apex court
and anincrease in the retirement age for high
court judges to tackle pendency.

“Delays in contract enforcement and dis-
posal resolution is arguably now the single
biggest hurdle to the ease of doing business

in India and higher GDP growth,” the
survey stated.

To boost productivity, the survey called
for increasing the number of working days
for the higher judiciary. The lower courts al-
ready work at par with government offices.

The case clearance rate — a ratio of the
number of cases disposed of in a given year
to the number of cases instituted in that year
— inthe lower judiciary declined to 88.7 per
cent in 2018 from 90.5 per cent in 2017. The
gap between institution and disposal allows
cases to accumulate and remain pending.

The survey stated that on an average, a
district court judge disposed of 764 cases in
a year, a high court judge’s average is 2,348
cases per year and a Supreme Court judge

disposed of 1,415 cases per year on average.

The survey also called for the establish-
ment of the Indian Courts and Tribunal
Services, a specialised service that
focuses on the administrative aspects of the
legal system.

“Most judicial reforms tend to focus only
on the quality and quantity of judges, but a
major problem lies with the quality of the
administration of the court system, particu-
larly back end functions and processes,” the
survey stated.

Currently, such administration and back
end processes in the registry are managed
by the chief justices of high courts and by
the Chief Justice of India for the Supreme
Court.

SURVEY CALLS FOR USE OF BEHAVIOURAL ECONOMICS TO BRING CHANGE

‘Showing gender violence prevalence runs risk of normalising
it, emphasising how many are not perpetrators can be helpful’

SHALININAIR
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

“SHOWING HOW prevalent and pervasive
gender based violence is, runs the risk of
normalising it”, according to the Economic
Survey 2018-19 which advocates an ap-
proach that shows how “many people are
not perpetrators”.

This is one of the policy prescriptions of
the Economic Survey for a new BADLAV
(Beti Aapki Dhan Lakshmi Aur Vijay
Lakshmi) campaign on gender equality.
Outlining how behavioural economics
framework can be used for BADLAV, the
Economic Survey states, “showing how
prevalent and pervasive gender based vio-
lence is, runs the risk of normalising it; in-
stead emphasising on how many people are
not perpetrators or reinforcing injunctive
norms against it can be more helpful in
shaping correct norms towards gender

equality.”

To reinforce the message of BADLAV, it
suggests the use of role models from Hindu
mythology, including Goddess Lakshmi. It
reads, “By drawing on the imagery of the
forms of Goddess Lakshmi that symbolises
wealth (Dhan Lakshmi) and victory (Vijay
Lakshmi), the message of treating women
as the forms of Lakshmi needs to be
emphasized.”

It also holds up the veneration of women
as mothers and wives as an instance of gen-
der equality in ancient India. “Men in an-
cient Indian society were identified with
their mothers, Yashoda-Nandan, Kaushalya-
Nandan, Gandhari-Putra, as well as their
wives/consorts, Janaki-Raman, Radha-
Krishna. Since such positive mythological
insights about gender equality are readily
available and deeply understood in Indian
society, these can be used as part of a revo-
lutionary BADLAV programme,” states a sec-
tion on ‘Drawing on Mythological role mod-

The survey lays out an agenda to go
from Beti Bachao to BADLAV

els to reinforce the message of BADLAV'.
On the use of “positive mythological in-

sights about gender equality”, the report

draws a parallel with how the United States

government, as part of its war-time efforts
“torecruit women for “men’s jobs” in facto-
ries”, used the cultural icon Rosie the Riveter
— “afemale taking a ‘man’s job’ without los-
ing her femininity”.

Acknowledging the global MeToo move-
ment which challenged gender equations at
the workplace, the survey makes a signifi-
cant policy prescription of “mandating or-
ganisations to report the gender pay gap”
and putting it in the public domain. It also
suggests that “instead of highlighting the
number of top companies that have few
women on their boards, it is more effective
to highlight how many do”.

Last year, the Union government re-
leased the Economic Survey with
pink covers in order to “send the message of
empowerment of women and gender
equality”.

Calling for the use of behavioural eco-
nomics to bring about change, this year’s
survey lays out an agenda to go from Beti

PILE OF PENDENCY

Pendency in district courts
(asonDec‘18):

3.04 crore

Sanctioned judge strength 22,750
Current no. of judges 17,891
Annual Disposal Rate (per judge) 746

Additional judges required to achieve

100 per cent clearance in a year 2,279
Additional judges required to clear
backlogin 5 years 8,152

Bachao to BADLAV, Swachh Bharat to Sundar
Bharat, Give It Up for the LPG subsidy to
Think about the Subsidy, and from tax eva-
sion to tax compliance.

Citing the success of Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao and Swachh Bharat Mission which
employed a similar technique, the Economic
Survey talks of how “drawing on the psy-
chology of human behaviour, behavioural
economics provides insights to ‘nudge’ peo-
ple towards desirable behaviour”.

For the purpose of operationalising such
an approach in public policy, it has recom-
mended that a behavioural economics unit
must be set up in the Niti Aayog and that
every programme must undergo a behav-
ioural economics audit before it is imple-
mented.

“In India, where social and religious
norms play such a dominant role in influ-
encing behaviour, behavioural economics
can therefore provide a valuable instrument
for change,” it states.
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LS approves amendment Bill
pELHICONFIDENTIAL making Aadhaar use voluntary

Strictly in compliance with SC order, data protection law a work in progress: Prasad

MOVIE BREAK

THE CONGRESS went into a tizzy Wednesday when Rahul
Gandhi made public his decision to step down as party chief
by tweeting out a four-page farewell letter. While party men
discussed the fallout of his resignation and the road ahead,
the media dissected the pros and cons of Rahul’s move. At the
centre of all attention, Rahul, however, took some time off to
watch amovie. A video clip doing the rounds on social media
shows the former Congress president watching Article 15 ata

movie hall in central Delhi.

SERVICE EXTENSION

WITH MULTIPLE new laws proposed to be introduced in
Parliament in the second term of the government, the Law
Ministry, temporarily, has decided to go for continuity in the
all-important legislative department which is mandated with
drafting of legislation for the central government. Senior
Indian Legal Service Officer G Narayana Raju has been given
a three-month extension by the government as the Legislative
Secretary. Raju, who has also served as member secretary in
the law commission, was set to retire on June 30.

LicaT MOMENTS

ASBJD leader Prashanta Nanda was speaking in Rajya Sabha dur-
ing the discussion on the Indian Medical Council (Amendment)
Bill, 2019, Deputy Chairman Harivansh Narayan Singh, who is
usually strict about members adhering to the time limit, handed
over the chair to Satyanarayan Jatiya, who is a bit more lenient.
AsNandawas concluding his speech, he thanked Jatiya and said
it was “nice to see that whenever I speak, you come and sit in
the chair” and hoped that it continues “so that the relation be-
tween us becomes such that [ will be getting more number of
opportunities to speak and for longer time”. As others started
laughing, Jatiya responded in good humour that it will happen.
Calling the next speaker, Ram Chandra Prasad Singh, he said,
“You are Ram Chandra and I am Satyanarayan.”

Commonwealth
meet: Jaishankar
to visit London

New Delhi: External Affairs
Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar will be travelling to
London to attend a meeting of
foreign ministers of
Commonwealth countries on
July 10.

However, the Ministry of
External Affairs’ official
spokesperson Raveesh Kumar
said that no meeting has been
planned between Jaishankar and
Pakistan Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi on the side-
lines of the foreign ministers’
meeting. ENS

Law-making is
first priority:
Shah to new MPs

New Delhi: Home Minister Shri
Amit Shah on Thursday called
upon new MPs to rise above
their differences and contribute
to the making of a “New India”
through their effective participa-
tion in discussions in the House.

Addressing the new Lok Sabha
MPs on “How to be an effective
Parliamentarian”, Shah said mem-
bers may express views of their
political party, but should not for-
get thatlaw-making was their first
priority. The event was organised
by the Bureau of Parliamentary
Studies and Training. ENS

Competition, modern lifestyle
blamed as RS debates drug abuse

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

UNHEALTHY COMPETITION,
modern lifestyle, neoliberal soci-
ety, and the cycle of physical and
mental abuse were some of the
reasons mentioned in Rajya
Sabha on Thursday as to why chil-
dren as young as 8 years old are
becoming drug addicts.
Lawmakers said the solution lies
in a national policy and it needs
to go beyond framing of laws.
The  discussion  was
prompted by a Call to Attention
by BJP MP R K Sinha on the situ-
ation arising out of reports of in-

creasing drug addiction among
school children in the country.

Sinha alleged a “conspiracy to
change the character of the na-
tion” behind the increasing drug
addiction among children and
said that according to a report
prepared by Delhi Municipal
Corporation, 16 per cent of stu-
dents in municipal schools are
addicted to some substance.

D Raja of the CPI asked for
government’s intervention on
two levels — preventing avail-
ability of drugs and “an aware-
ness campaign at a social level”.

Manoj Kumar Jha of the RJD
said a “societal narrative” is re-
quired to combat the problem.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

AMID OPPOSITION over con-
cerns regarding privacy, the Lok
Sabha on Thursday passed a Bill
that will allow the voluntary use
of Aadhaar as proof of identity
for opening bank accounts
and  procuring  mobile
phone numbers.

The Aadhaar and Other Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, was
passed by a voice vote following
assurances from Information
Technology Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad that there were
ample safeguards against the
misuse of data by government or
private entities,and that Aadhaar
would remain voluntary.

Once passed by the Rajya
Sabha, the Bill will replace an or-
dinance issued in March.

“The proposed amendment
is strictly in compliance with the
Supreme Court’s order. It is com-
pletely voluntary. The voluntary
nature of compliance is based
upon the consent of the owner
of Aadhaar. The private entities
are exempted from taking any
biometrics, Aadhaar number, etc
and if they do, they can go to jail

Rajnath at Parliament
complex. Anil Sharma

Bedi expressed
regret, put issue
to rest: Rajnath
in Parliament

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

PUDUCHERRY LG Kiran Bedi's re-
marks on social media put the
government on the backfoot in
the Lok Sabha on Thursday as
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
appealed to the Opposition to put
the matter to rest.

Bedi had on Sunday tweeted
that “poor governance, corrupt
politics, indifferent bureaucracy
with highly selfish and cowardly
attitude of the people” were re-
sponsible for the water crisis in
Tamil Nadu. She later deleted the
tweet.

The Defence Minister’s com-
ments came after DMK leader TR
Baaluraised the issue for the sec-
ond consecutive day in Lok Sabha
and said the matter has triggered
outrage in Tamil Nadu as it was
insulting to Tamil society and the
state’s politicians. Singh said Bedi
has already deleted the tweet
and issued a statement express-
ing deep regret.

Singh said when the matter
was raised in Parliament by
Baalu, the Ministry of Home
Affairs took notice of it and took
necessary action in this regard.
“Since she has apologised and
assured that such incidents will
not occur again, let us leave it at
that,” Singh said.

Plea in SC

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court will take up on
Friday a fresh plea chal-
lenging the recentamend-
ments to the Aadhaar Act.
The plea by former Army
official S G Vombatkare
and activist Bezvada
Wilson challenges the
Aadhaar and Other Laws
(Amendment)Ordinance,
2019 and the Aadhaar
(Pricing of Aadhaar
Authentication Services)
Regulations, 2019.The plea
contends that theamend-
ments “violate the funda-
mental rights as guaran-
teed under part Il of the
constitution of India” and
“creates abackdoor to per-
mit private parties to ac-
cess the Aadhaar eco-sys-
tem, this enabling state
and private surveillance of
citizens..”.ENS

and a penalty of Rs 1 crore can
also be imposed subsequently.
Therefore, all these safeguards,

whereby they are prohibited
from violating the regime, have
been in place,” Prasad said.

On theissue of privacy, which
was raised by several opposition
members, Prasad said, “The
amendments address the pri-
vacy and security concerns. It
provides that no service or ben-
efit of any scheme will be denied
for lack of Aadhaar.”

Some members had raised
the issue of the right to be forgot-
ten. In reply, Prasad said, “The
right to be forgotten is a concept
which flows from the data pro-
tection laws... But we need to
also acknowledge that the right
to be forgotten is a concept
whichis still evolving. The norms
are still to be concretised
globally.”

He later assured the house
that a Data Protection Law
would be brought in and that it
was a “work in progress”.

To assuage the fears of data
misuse, Prasad displayed his
own card in the House and said it
only discloses his name, his fa-
ther’s name, his date of birth, his
residential address, and does not
give out any information about
medical records or details of his
caste, religion and community.

The minister said Aadhaar
data can only be shared when
there is a threat to national secu-
rity or if there is a court order.
“Even if I, as an Information
Technology Minister, seek
Aadhaar data, I will be subject to
three years of punishment,”
Prasad said.

Opposing the Bill, Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury, Leader of
the Congress in the House, said
the Supreme Court had criticised
the government for violating pri-
vacy in Aadhaar. He said, “Aapne
Aadhaar udhaar liya hai (You
have loaned the concept of
Aadhaar, referring to the UPA).”
Inresponse, Prasad, also the Law
Minister, said the NDA govern-
ment gave legal status to
Aadhaar.

Other Opposition members
who opposed the Bill included
Asaduddin Owaisi (AIMIM),
Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu
(TDP) and N K Premachandran
(RSP), who alleged the govern-
ment was seeking to benefit pri-
vate entities through the legisla-
tion. Premachandran also
demanded that the Bill be sent
to the Standing Committee or
the Select Committees of
Parliament.

Rahul Gandhi at a metropolitan magistrate court in Mumbai on Thursday. Prashant Nadkar

Rahul, Yechury plead not
euilty in RSS defamation case

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 4

CONGRESS LEADER Rahul
Gandhi, appearing before the
Sewri Metropolitan Magistrate
court in Mumbai on Thursday,
pleaded “not guilty” ina defama-
tion case filed by an RSS worker
for allegedly linking journalist
Gauri Lankesh’s killing with BJP-
RSSideology.

The magistrate recorded
Rahul’s presence and granted
him bail on a bond of Rs 15,000
and on a surety. Former Congress
MP Eknath Gaikwad stood as
surety for Gandhi.

CPM general secretary
Sitaram Yechury was also
granted bail on a surety amount
of Rs 15,000. The court has also
exempted the two leaders from
appearance during hearings in
the case.

The matter has been ad-
journed to further hearing on

Stalin’s son is DMK youth wing secy

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI JULY 4

DMK PRESIDENT M K Stalin’s
son Udhayanidhi Stalin on
Thursday was appointed the sec-
retary of the party’s youth wing,.
Udhayanidhi, 42, was given the
key post after M P Swaminathan
was relieved from the position.
DMK youth wing office-bearers
across Tamil Nadu will now di-
rectly report to him.

The appointment of the film
actor and producer gains signif-
icance as his father Stalin too be-
gan his political journey with the
same post, which he had held
from 1982 to 2017 — when DMK
patriarch M Karunanidhi retired

Udhayanidhi is also an actor

from politics.
“This decision has come after
our successful victory in the (Lok

Sabha)elections. There is no bet-
ter time than this to make
Udhayanidhi the next leader,”
said a DMK district secretary,
who was in Chennai on
Thursday as part of celebrations
among the top Stalin loyalists.

Another leader who was at
the DMK headquarters said,
“AIADMK is now suffering be-
cause she (late ] Jayalalithaa of
AIADMK) did not find a succes-
sor before her death. That is why
we celebrate Udhayanidhi’s ap-
pointment.”

Udhayanidhi, who is hardly
one year old in active party pol-
itics, is yet to prove his mettle,
but his mother, Durga Stalin, is
said to be keen to push him as a
leader of the future.

“She wanted to make him a
leader; the successor of Stalin. There
is no feud within the family over
succession right now except the
controversies triggered by (Stalin’s
brother) M K Alagiri. But Durga
wanted to see her sonemergingas
a power centre,” a source close to
the Stalin family said.

The source added that
Udhayanidhi is more like his fa-
ther in character. “He has pa-
tience, he is mostly soft spoken.
But he is godfearing like his
mother. He acted and produced
many movies in the last 10 years.
As a film director and actor, he
travelled across Tamil Nadu and
that experience is definitely go-
ing to help him in his political ca-
reer,” the source said.

Yechury at the courtin
Mumbai. Prashant Nadkar

September 22.

After the hearing, Rahul ad-
dressed reporters outside the
court and said, “I am being at-
tacked and I am enjoying the
fight... It is a battle of ideology. I
stand with the poor, the farmers.
The attacks are on. Mazaa aaraha
hai (I1am enjoying the fight). The
fight will continue. I will fight 10
times harder thanin the last five
years.”

The case pertains to remarks
made by Rahul soon after

BUDGET

Rlys focus

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

SAFETY, SECURITY and mod-
ernisation will continue to be the
focus for Railways in the Union
Budget, which will be presented
on Friday.

Giving priority to the CCTV
camera project, the Budget may
provide around Rs 250 crore
from the Nirbhaya fund to the
long-pending work of bringing
railway stations under a network
of cameras.

Similarly, to kickstart the gov-
ernment’s ambitious plan of
eliminating manned level cross-
ings, around Rs 1,200 crore may
be provided from the Central

Lankesh’s murder. Lawyer and
RSS worker Dhrutiman Joshi filed
adefamation case against Rahul,
his mother and UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi, Yechury, and the
CPM in 2017. He alleged that
Rahul had said that “anybody
who speaks against the ideology
of the BJP, against the ideology of
the RSS is pressured, beaten, at-
tacked and even killed.”

Joshi’s complaint further
states thatin an interview to me-
dia, Yechury was heard and seen
saying that “it was the RSS ide-
ology and the RSS men who
killed the said journalist”.

The court issued summons to
Rahul Gandhi and Yechury, but
dismissed the complaint against
Sonia and the CPM, saying a party
cannot be held liable for com-
ments made by individuals.

Rahul is facing another
defamation case at Bhiwandi, filed
by alocal RSS worker, for allegedly
blaming the Sangh for Mahatma
Gandhi’s assassination.
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RS nod to Indian

Medical Council
(Amendment) Bill

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

THE RAJYA Sabha on Thursday
passed the Indian Medical
Council (Amendment)Bill, 2019.
The Bill, introduced by Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan, allows
for the supersession of the
Medical Council of India (MCI)
by a Board of Governors for a
two-year period starting
September 26, 2018.

Now passed by both Houses,
the Bill will replace an ordinance
that was promulgated on
February 21.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh said, “Thisis a Billwe are
supporting out of compulsion
and not out of conviction.”

However, the National
Medical Council (NMC) Bill,
which has not even been intro-
duced yet, was discussed more
than the Bill at hand.

Ramesh said that in
December 2017, the government
introduced the NMC Bill, which
was then referred to a Standing
Committee, which submitted its
report in March 2018.

He said, “This is one example
of a Bill which the Opposition is
demanding should be brought,
and the government is not bring-
ing it.” The Congress leader also

appealed to the regional parties
who are part of the NDA to oppose
the NMCBill whenit comes upas
itisinits current formas it would
“destroy the state governments’
rights” and is a “recipe for privati-
sation” of medical education.

Samajwadi Party’s Ram
Gopal Yadav said that after the
Standing Committee had given
its recommendation to the NMC
Bill, it was not introduced even as
two sessions of the Rajya Sabha
passed. He said he was support-
ing the Bill under discussion
Thursday because “if we don’t
pass, the MCI will come back”.

Several other parties also had
apprehensions about the Bill,
which, in the long term will re-
place through the NMC the MCI
and the Board of Governors that
Thursday’s Bill sought to estab-
lish. R Lakshmanan of the
AIADMK said the NMCBill ought
to be discussed, as did TMC’s
Santanu Sen, who also asked the
government how the Governors
inthe current Bill will be selected.

Responding to the motion,
Vardhan thanked the leaders for
their support even if it was “out
of compulsion”. He chided the
Opposition leaders for “asper-
sions cast on the government’s
intentions”. He assured that the
government would bring the
NMCBill “very soon”.

Hunt for Rahul
successor: CWC
meet next week

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

THE CONGRESS on Thursday set
in motion the process of picking a
successor or putting in place an
alternative arrangement tofill the
leadership vacuum in the wake
of Rahul Gandhi's resignation as
party president. A decision has
been taken to convene a meeting
of the Congress Working
Committee next week — possibly
onJuly 10 —evenas Sonia Gandhi
is said to have conveyed to the
senior leadership that she would
prefer to keep out of the exercise
to find a new president.

Top Congress leaders held
many rounds of informal discus-
sions. Senior leaders Ahmed
Patel, Ghulam Nabi Azad, Anand
Sharma and Motilal Vora met at
Azad’s chamber in Parliament.
Sources said some of the leaders
also met Sonia, the chairperson
of the Congress Parliamentary
Party. Sonia’s decision to keep a
hands-off approach is being seen
asan attempt to send a message
that Rahul’s successor will not be
a family prop.

While the working commit-
tee is set to meet next week,
there is still no clear frontrunner
for the post of Congress presi-
dent although several names
have been doing the rounds. At
least one senior leader told The
Indian Express that a provisional
president could be appointed
and many believe veteran
Mallikarjun Kharge fits the bill.
Another leader said the CWCcan
be chaired by the most senior
general secretary, downplaying
reports that a provisional presi-
dent could be appointed before
the working committee
meeting,.

Aday after Rahul made pub-
lic his decision to step down,

Congress leader Motilal Vora
with Union minister Smriti
Irani in Parliament. Anil Sharma

there is confusion in the party on
the future course of action
though senior leaders have held
several rounds of informal dis-
cussions.

Rahul’s sister and AICC gen-
eral secretary in charge of Uttar
Pradesh East Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra came out in support of his
decision to step down. “Few have
the courage that you do Rahul
Gandhi. Deepest respect for your
decision,” she posted on Twitter.

Meanwhile, former
Uttarakhand chief minister
Harish Rawat resigned as AICC
general secretary, taking moral
responsibility for the party’s
poor show in Assam, the state he
was in-charge of. “We the office-
bearers of the Congress are re-
sponsible for the party’s defeat
and organisational failure. I am
responsible for the below-ex-
pected result of the party in
Assam as in-charge of the state.
[accept my shortcoming and re-
sign as general secretary in-
charge of state,” Rawat said.

to be on safety, modernisation

Road and Infrastructure Fund for
this fiscal year.

All the unmanned level
crossings had already been
manned earlier this year.

Both the amounts are likely
to be over and above what has
already been provided in the in-
terim Budget presented before
the General Election.

The original proposal to install
CCTV cameras in 983 busiest sta-
tions inIndia with around Rs 500
crore from the Nirbhaya fund has
been stuck due to various reasons.
This year, the Nirmala
Sitharaman-led Finance Ministry
is believed to have agreed to re-
lease around Rs 250 crore from
the Nirbhaya fund to begin work
towards the project.

Meanwhile, Railway Minister
Piyush Goyal’s plan of eliminat-
ing all the level crossings in India
— part of the Railways agenda for
first 100 days — seeks to first get
rid of all the 2,568 level crossings
in the busiest corridors of the
Golden Quadrilateral and its di-
agonals by 2024.

The plan to eliminate the
over 19,000 manned level cross-
ings across the country involves
a cost of Rs 50,000 crore, which
Railways has decided to fund
through Central assistance
rather than sharing the cost with
states. The states will only be
asked to acquire the land re-
quired for the structures.

The extra money is likely to
be will be added to the Gross

Budgetary Support (GBS) to
Railways.

The capital expenditure for
Railways remains around Rs
1,60,000 crore and arevenue tar-
get of around Rs 2,17,000 crore
for the current fiscal year as per
the Interim Budget. The Centre
has also given Railways Rs
64,000 crore as GBS.

Railwaysis also engaged inim-
plementing new ideas like mak-
ing a new PSU — the Indian
Railway Rolling Stock Corporation
—tobringallits seven production
units under it as an independent
entity. Thereisalso theidea of ask-
ing passengers to give up the sub-
sidy component of rail tickets,
akin to the voluntary giving up of
LPG subsidy.
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PM set to launch
30 projects on
Statue of Unity
anniversary

ADITIRAJA
VADODARA,JULY 4

A YEAR after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurated the
Statue of Unity, a grand event
will mark the anniversary in
October. Modi is expected to
inaugurate or perform the
ground-breaking ceremony of
close to 30 peripheral projects
associated with the world’s
tallest statue.

Officials of various depart-
ments of the state administration
are working relentlessly to com-
plete the list. In fact, a circular in
May even barred hundreds of
government officials stationed in
Kevadia colony from taking leave
until October to avoid delays the
ongoing projects.

Among the 30 projects are
Shreshth Bharat Bhavan, Ekta
Mall, a butterfly park, a nutrition
Park, a mirror Maze, several State
Bhavans, a safari Park, a tent city
and a tribal museum.

Sources also say that Modi
will also perform the ground
breaking for the aerodrome ter-
minal thatis to come up at Pond
3 of the Narmada dam premises,
for which the state government
has also allocated funds of
Rs 5 crore in the budget this
week.

Authorities have also issued
a fresh tender to restart the hel-
icopter service that allowed vis-
itors to take an aerial tour of the
statue and the dam at Rs 2,900
per head. The service was sus-
pended during the Lok Sabha
polls as the contractor who was
providing the service pulled out
to cater to other demands.

Officials are tight-lipped
about the details of the projects
that are a part of an ambitious
plan to turn Kevadia colony into

KARNATAKA

30 projects are linked to the
world’s tallest statue

a sought-after tourist destina-
tion. However, sources say that
the safari park, “first of its kind in
India”, will house over 1,500 an-
imals of various species, both
Indian and foreign. “Proposals to
channelise the import of the an-
imals are being worked on. The
animals will be housed in open
spaces that mimic their natural
habitats, and visitors will move
around in electric cars,” sources
said.

The Ekta Mall, an extension
of the State Bhavans, will soon
come up at the site to signify the
unity of the country. “The Ekta
Mall is a haat concept where ar-
tisans of other states can sell
their handicrafts,” said CEO of
the Statue of Unity, I K Patel. He
said four states have given con-
sent to develop the Bhavans.
“Haryana has paid us the money
for the land as well,” he added.

PM Modi will visit the site be-
fore October to address two con-
secutive seminars — the foreign
ministry’s annual Heads of
Missions conference as well as a
conference of the country’s pro-
bationary civil services officers.

Five held for gangrape,
eight for circulating
WhatsApp videos: cops

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JULY 4

THE KARNATAKA police on
Thursday arrested five people for
allegedly gangraping a college
girl in April, officials said. Eight
people were later arrested and
booked for circulating the videos.

While the incident took place
on April 3, it came to light on
Tuesday after two videos were cir-
culated across several WhatsApp
groups. The police filed a suo motu
case after being alerted by the so-
cial media monitoring cell of the
Dakshina Kannada police depart-
ment, they said.

Dakshina Kannada SP B
Laxmi Prasad said the victim had
beenidentified and the informa-
tion she gave led to the arrest of
the five accused, who study at
the same college as her.

Officials familiar with the in-
vestigation said they were prob-
ing allegations that the victim had

SC may hear
plea seeking
deportation of
illegal migrants

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
next week is likely to hear a pe-
tition seeking identification and
deportation of immigrants who
have entered India illegally.

The plea by Delhi BJP leader
and advocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay was mentioned on
Thursday before a bench of Chief
Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi and
Justice Deepak Gupta who
agreed to take it up after it was
pointed out that it has been
pending since 2017.

Upadhyay’s petition claims
that a huge number of illegal
migrants, particularly from
Myanmar and Bangladesh, have
not only threatened the
demographic structure of bor-
dering districts but seriously
impaired security and national
integration. ENS

been drugged before the rape.

“The accused are still under
custody as procedures are still
underway. They will be pro-
duced before the magistrate
soon after completing those pro-
cedures,” Prasad said.

Charges against the five were
filed under Sections 341 and 376
(d) of the IPC for wrongful re-
straint and gangrape, respectively.

Prasad said the suo motu
case was filed immediately to
curb the circulation of videos.
“We informed the public not to
transmit the referred videos over
social media or save them on
their phones/computers.... all
those (including group admins)
sharing the video will be booked
(under Section 354C of the IPC
and 66E, 66A of IT Act),” he said.

“The crackdown on the first
person who uploaded the video
led to the discovery of the other
seven online perpetrators who
shared it on WhatsApp and so-
cial media groups,” Prasad said.

JAIPUR

10 EXPRESS NETWORK

Internet curbs extended after

violence over rape of 7-yr-old

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR, JULY 4

THREE DAYS after the alleged
rape of a seven-year-old girl,
which triggered communal ten-
sion in Jaipur, the Congress gov-
ernment Thursday extended in-
ternet curbs in parts of the walled
city by 24 hours to keep the “sen-
sitive” situation under control.

Police have detained at least
three suspects for the rape. “But
we have not arrested any of
them yet as our investigation is
still on,” said Jaipur Police
Commissioner Anand
Shrivastava.

According to police, the child
was picked up around 7.30 pm
Monday from near her home by
anunidentified youth onamotor-
cycle, whoraped her before drop-
ping her back after two hours.

Hours later, the incident took
a communal turn as a mob de-
manding the arrest of the ac-

cused targetted a number of
homes and damaged over 60 ve-
hicles, while pelting stones and
clashing with police.

On Tuesday morning, local
residents whose vehicles and
homes were damaged gheraoed
the local police station, along
with the BJP's Jaipur chief
Mohan Lal Gupta, and de-
manded action against the van-
dals. Subsequently, police ar-
rested 16 persons for vandalism
and arson and released them on
bail Thursday.

Police officers say they sus-
pect the culprit may be a serial
offender, with a similar case of a
bike-borne person taking away
a child having taken place on
June 22 within the same police
station limits. CCTV footage of
Monday's incident shows the ac-
cused taking the child on his mo-
torcycle. The child is seen hold-
ing on from behind but the
accused’s face is not visible in the
footage.

With rumours on social me-
dia fuelling tension in parts of
Jaipur, the girl’s father appealed
tolocal residents to ignore “false
news”. “Iwould request all Jaipur
citizens that the rumour which
is doing the rounds in Jaipur that
the child has passed away... the
child is okay, is walking and talk-
ing. I request all Jaipur citizens
not to indulge in rumour mon-
gering. And as for the culprit, I
would request the police to ar-
rest him at the earliest and take
the strictest action against him,”
he said.

On Thursday, Jaipur
Divisional =~ Commissioner
Kailash Chand Verma extended
curbs oninternet services within
13 police station limits till 10am
Friday. “The situationis still sen-
sitive, hence we are taking pre-
cautions,” Police Commissioner
Shrivastava said.

Six police companies, includ-
ing the Rajasthan Armed
Constabulary (RAC), continue to

be deployed in the tense locali-
ties though markets returned to
normalcy.

On Tuesday, the girl’s father
was handed a cheque of Rs 5
lakh from the CM's Relief Fund
by Congress leaders, with
Deputy Chief Minister Sachin
Pilot visiting the family in the
state-run hospital the next night.

Meanwhile, the case has trig-
gered a political war of words.
Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly Gulabchand Kataria,
Deputy Leader of Opposition
Rajendra Rathore and former
minister Arun Chaturvedi met
the Police Commissioner and de-
manded “strict action against the
mob, which had...indulged inar-
son and tried to give a commu-
nal colour to the rape”.

Transport Minister and state
Congress spokesperson Pratap
Singh Khachariyawas, however,
accused the BJP of trying to gain
political mileage from the
incident.

Dam breach toll 18, questions
raised about possible negligence

SUSHANT KULKARNI
CHIPLUN, JULY 4

WITH THE death toll in the
floods caused by a breach in the
Tiware dam in Ratnagiri’s
Chiplun rising to 18, questions
are being raised about possible
negligence on the part of
Irrigation Department officials,
who had carried out repair
works on the dams weeks before
the incident.

The Opposition in the
Maharashtra Assembly has also
demanded that a case be regis-
tered against local Shiv Sena
MLA Sadanand Chavan, who
was closely associated with the
firm Khemraj Constructions,
which had built the damin 2004.

Chavan was unavailable for
comment.

A senior local police officer
said, “An investigation team has
been set up by the government
to probe possible negligence. The
firm constructed the dam in
2004, maintained it for an year,
and handed it over to the govern-
ment. A probe will also be con-
ducted into why a settlement
was allowed to remain so close
to the dam, and into the repairs
that were done recently. Based
on the report, a case will be filed.”

When asked why the settle-
ment was allowed remain so
close to the dam wall, Irrigation
Department chief engineer for

SC verdict in Haren Pandya murder

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

THE SUPREME Court will pro-
nounce its verdict on Friday on
petitions challenging the acquit-
tal of 12 accused in the March
2003 murder of former Gujarat
Home Minister Haren Pandya.
A bench of Justices Arun

A policeman at the site of the dam breach in Ratnagiri on Thursday. Arul Horizon

the region, Prakash Deshmukh,
said he would answer queries
later, but then did not answer
phone calls.

Meanwhile, the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
is conducting search operations
for atleast five more people miss-
ing in the aftermath of the floods.

NDRF deputy commandant
Sachchidanand Gawade, who is
heading search operation, said,
“Till now, 17 bodies have been
taken out. Our teams are contin-
uing with the visual search
downstream. We have estab-

Haren
Pandya

Mishra and Vineet Saran has re-
served its order on an appeal
filed by the CBI on January 31 this

lished a control centre and are in
touch with various teams which
are searching at various places.
Our teams are going back to
places where there are reports of
foul smell. From some places
dead cattle are also being found.”

At the relief camp set up ata
school near Tiware village, offi-
cials from the district adminis-
tration were completing panch-
namas for the losses at various
villages downstream. “The
process has begun to identify the
immediate kin of the deceased
to give them compensation, as

year against a Gujarat High Court
order dated August 29, 2011
which acquitted the accused and
slammed the investigating
agency for a “botched-up”probe.

The court will also deliver its
judgment on a plea by the Centre
for Public Interest Litigation
(CPIL) seeking a fresh, court-
monitored probe in the case cit-
ing “new pieces of information

House at centre of Akash Vijayvargiya
controversy set to be demolished today

DIPANKAR GHOSE
INDORE, JULY 4

THROUGH A thin, crumbling
staircase, Bherulal made his way
back up to the first floor to check
if he had left anything behind.
The walls have cracks, and ac-
cording to the Indore Municipal
Corporation (IMC), the entire
structure is unsafe.

But as Bherulal prepared to
move away, he was upset that he
was leaving a home he had
known for 80 years. “I do not
want to talk about it. Anyway;, it
has all become a big tamasha.
Now we have to leave,” he said.

Houses 52 and 53 on Nagar
Nigam road in Indore’s Ganji
Compound have been at the epi-
centre of a national controversy.
This house was declared a public

The house was declared a
public safety hazard by the
Indore civic body

safety hazard by the IMC and
was scheduled to be demolished
on June 26, when MLA Akash
Vijayvargiya assaulted an IMC of-
ficial with a bat. Vijayvargiya had
alleged that the officials had mis-
behaved with women and the

one remaining tenant family in
the building.

Vijayvargiya would later be
arrested and sent to jail, and the
Indore BJP would rally in support
of him, even as photos of the as-
sault were flashed across televi-
sion screens.

Five days later Vijayvargiya
returned to a hero’s welcome,
only to be admonished by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in a
message that has left the Indore
BJPin hiding.

For his part, Bherulal ap-
proached the Madhya Pradesh
High Court against the demoli-
tion, but the court refused to stay
the process, thoughit did ask the
IMC to arrange for temporary
shelter for three months within
two days, after which the demo-
lition could take place.

With the building set to be

demolished on Friday, Bherulal
said, “I'was not in Indore yester-
day, so the IMC sent us a notice
that they have a house for usand
they would help transport our
stuff. They gave it to my son.”
Senior corporation officers said
that the demolition was set for
11 amand all necessary arrange-
ments have been made

Bherulal said that the tempo-
rary structure that the IMC has
allotted them is in the Bhuri Tekri
area of Indore. “That’s where
they have allotted us, and so
that’s where we will go. We lived
here for 80 years on rent, so this
is asad day,” he said.

By 2 pm, however, he said that
no IMC official had turned up for
help. “I am waiting for them, but
go we must. This house will be
demolished now, no matter what
happens,” he said.

has been announced by the gov-
ernment,” arevenue official said.

Government agencies have
also launched relief work and
preventive measures to avert
communicable diseases.

Deputy Director (Health
Services) Dr Nitin Bilolikar, who
visited the area said, “We have
set up medical camps at various
places in the area. Such condi-
tions can lead to spread of cer-
tain diseases, and to prevent that,
measures like fumigation,
preliminary checks have been
initiated.”

case today

that have come to light...”
Pandya, who was a minister
in the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, was shot dead on March
26, 2003 in Ahmedabad while
he was out on a morning walk.
In 2007, a designated court
hearing cases under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2002
convicted the 12 accused and sen-
tenced them tolife imprisonment.
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Tripura tribal’s
lynching: 7 named
in FIR, no arrest yet

ABHISHEK SAHA &
DEBRAJDEB
GUWAHATI, AGARTALA, JULY 4

TWO DAYS after the lynching of
atribal man in Tripura on suspi-
cion of being a cattle lifter, police
was yet to arrest anyone, officials
said on Thursday.

“We are conducting raids and
arrests are expected very soon.
We are on the job,” Additional
DGP (Law and Order), Rajiv
Singh, told The Indian Express.

Suleman Reang, officer-in-
charge of Raishyabari police sta-
tion, said, “Seven people have
been named in the FIR filed by
the victim'’s elder brother and the
hunt is on for all of them. We are
conducting raids and are hopeful
of catching them soon. No arrests
have been made as of now.”

Budhi Kumar Tripura (36), a
suspected cattle thief, suc-
cumbed to his injuries on
Wednesday after being thrashed
by a mob late on Tuesday night
atNoarampara in Raishyabariin
Tripura’s Dhalai district, close to
the Indo-Bangladesh border.

On Tuesday night, Budhi
Kumar and an accomplice had
gone to Noarampara, allegedly
to steal cattle.

A duty officer from the state
police headquarters said that
Budhi was learnt to have entered
acattle shed of alocal villager on
Tuesday night. He was spotted
by some people, and the villager
caught him, while the accom-
plice escaped. A group of vil-

LYNCHING RULING

SC declines
urgent hearing
on contempt
petition

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 4

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday declined to grant an
urgent hearing to a contempt pe-
tition which contended that the
apex court’s 2018 judgment di-
recting measures to curb mob
lynching had not yet been com-
plied with. A bench of Chief
Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi and
Justice Deepak Gupta said the
plea will come up for hearing in
the regular course.

Condemning the “sweeping”
incidents of lynching as “an affront
to the rule of law and to the ex-
alted values of the Constitution”,
a three-judge bench of the then
Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra
and Justices AM Khanwilkar and
DY Chandrachud had on July 17,
2018, said that “apart from the di-
rections, we think it appropriate
to recommend to Parliament to
create a separate offence for
lynching and provide adequate
punishment for the same. We
have said so as aspecial law in this
field would instil a sense of fear for
law amongst the people who in-
volve themselves in such kinds of
activities....”

The SC order had come on
petitions filed by social activist
Tushar Gandhi and Congress
leader Tehseen Poonawalla
seeking action against cow pro-
tection groups.

Rohtak gangrape-murder:
SC stays death sentence

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday stayed the death sen-
tence handed out to seven per-
sons convicted for the brutal
gangrape and murder of a “men-
tally unwell” Nepali woman in
Haryana’s Rohtak in 2015.
“Leave granted. The execu-
tion of death sentenceis stayed,”
ordered a bench of Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justice Deepak
Gupta while deciding to hear
their plea against the conviction.
The Punjab and Haryana
High Court had in March con-
firmed the death sentence
awarded to the seven by a
Rohtak courtin 2015 for the gan-
grape and murder of the 28-
year-old Nepali woman and en-
hanced the fine imposed on
them from Rs 50,000 each to a

total of Rs 50 lakh. It observed
that despite stern laws, the “de-
terrence in the matter of sen-
tences including the death sen-
tence is not satisfactory”.

The High Court said it was
“shocked” and “aghast” at the
“number and nature of injuries
caused to the victim, who was
mentally unwell” and had been
brought to Rohtak from Nepal so
she could be looked after by her
relatives. The court termed it a
“barbaric crime” and defined the
acts of the perpetrators as “bru-
tal and predatory”.

The woman had come to her
sister’s place in Rohtak for treat-
ment and had gone missing from
her home in February 2015. Her
mutilated body was recovered
few days later fromnear avillage.

According to the prosecution,
the convicts had also attacked
the woman'’s private parts with
bricks.

lagers then thrashed Budhi.

“The angry mob beat him
black and blue. A team of police
personnel from Raishyabari po-
lice station received information
about the issue and rescued him
around 12 midnight. He was ad-
mitted to a local hospital where
he died from his injuries,” the
duty officer informed.

The body was sent for post-
mortem. Police declined to di-
vulge further information saying
more details can only be con-
firmed after the post mortem re-
sults arrive.

Police sources have ruled out
the targeting of any community
since the victim and the alleged
attackers belong to the same
tribal community.

Daya Kumar, who is Budhi
Kumar's elder brother, said, “I do
not know why he went or who
attacked him or why they at-
tacked him. I cannot say anything
about the incident.”

Meanwhile, Murtaja Uddin
Chowdhury, who heads the
Tripura chapter of the GauRaksha
Bahini, said that no one should
take the law into their own hands
and police should take action.

In June 2018, three people
were lynched in Tripura on the
suspicion of child-lifting. Taking
a cue from a Supreme Court or-
der on dealing with mob vio-
lence, Tripura’s ruling BJP-IPFT
government had launched the
Tripura Lynching/Violence/Mob
Violence Compensation
Scheme, 2018 for compensating
victims of mob violence.

‘THREAT TO NATION’

Kerala House
resolution
demands end
to lynchings

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 4

DAYS AFTER 24-year-old Tabriz
Ansari died following a mob at-
tackinavillage inJharkhand, the
Kerala Assembly on Thursday
unanimously adopted a resolu-
tion condemning mob lynch-
ings, demanding an end to such
barbarities.

The resolution said there has
been a four-fold increase in mob
lynchings since 2014, and most
of these crimes have been com-
mitted by self-styled vigilantes. It
said that such crimes increased
from 5 per centin 2010 to 20 per
centin 2017.

“Mob lynching is the brutal
crime against humaneness.
Emergence of the thought that
law can be taken into hand with
the backing of power and money
is a threat to the very security of
the nation. Mob lynching has to
be eradicated forever to ensure
the diversity and unity of the
country and protection of every
Indian citizen. Kerala, the land of
social reformer Sree Narayana
Guru, has the responsibility to tell
the country the path of humane-
ness, prudence and love,” it said.

The resolution stated that if
incidents of mob lynching are al-
lowed to recur, the democratic,
judicial and law and order sys-
tem would collapse.

Japanese
encephalitis toll
45, Assam taking
all steps: officials

Guwahati: Assam has reported
45 Japanese encephalitis (JE)
deaths this year till Wednesday,
officials said, adding that the
state government is taking all
proactive steps possible to check
the situation.

“The situation in the state is
under close watch and all pre-
ventive measures are being
taken to combat it. The district
officials has taken various infor-
mation campaign and field reach
measures like ensuring availabil-
ity of diagnostic services for JE
with Elisa kits made available in
all district hospitals and medical
colleges,” a press statement from
the office of the mission director,
National Health Mission, Assam,
said. A 24x7 central control room
has been made functional to deal
with the situation. ENS
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MONEY LAUNDERING PROBE

Gomtifront case:
Assets of three
engineers seized

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate
(ED) on Thursday attached as-
sets worth Rs 1 crore belonging
to three engineers involved with
the over Rs 1,500-crore Gomti
River Front Project in Lucknow.
The Central agency is prob-
ing alleged money laundering
through irregularities in the
project, which was launched by
the previous Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment, led by Akhilesh Yadav.
The case was one of the first
referred by the Yogi Adityanath
government to the CBI for a
probe after it came to power. The
ED had filed a criminal case un-
der the PMLA in March 2018.
An ED statement said, “ED
has attached five immovable
properties of worth Rs 1 crore
approximately under the provi-
sions of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002...
Attached properties include one
plot of Roop Singh Yadav, three
plots of Anil Yadav, and one res-
idential flat of SN Sharma, all en-
gineers engaged in the project.”
In January, the agency had
carried out searches at multiple
locations across four states in
connection with the case.
Sources said searches were con-
ducted at the premises of vari-
ous accused and their associates
in Lucknow, Noida, Delhi,

INX case: Court
allows Indrani to
turn approver

New Delhi: A special court in
Delhi on Thursday allowed for-
mer director of INX Media,
Indrani Mukerjea, to turn ap-
prover in an alleged corruption
case against her company, in
which Karti Chidambaram is
also an accused.

The court of Special Judge
Arun Bhardwaj allowed the ap-
plication of Indrani, who after
giving a confessional statement,
had approached the court to
turn approver in the case. She is
currently lodged in Mumbai’s
Byculla jail in connection with
the murder case of her daughter
Sheena Bora. ENS

Haryana and Rajasthan.

“During  investigation,
searches were conducted
wherein incriminating evidence
relating to mode, amount and
manner of payment of bribes to
certain engineers, namely Roop
Singh Yadav, Anil Yadavand SN
Sharma were seized. It is re-
vealed that the bribe amounts
were collected from contractors
who had made the payments to
these engineers by withdrawing
the amounts from the bank ac-
counts and subsequently paying
the engineers in cash and also
through banking transactions,”
the ED statement said.

The agency claimed its probe
has “revealed that the accused
engineers used the financial pro-
file of their wives to channelise,
place, layer, and project illegally
earned money by the misuse of
the Voluntary Undisclosed
Income Declaration Scheme,
2016..”

The Gomti River Project was
touted by the erstwhile govern-
ment as Akhilesh Yadav's dream
project. It was, however, debated
hotly during the 2017 Assembly
elections in the state, with the
opposition alleging corruption.

After coming to power,
Adityanath was reportedly
briefed that of the total alloca-
tion of Rs 1,513 crore, 95 per cent
(Rs 1,435 crore) had already been
spent, yet less than 60 per cent
of the work had been completed.

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee with TMC MP Nusrat Jahan at a Rath Yatra organised by

the ISKCON group in Kolkata on Thursday. Partha Paul

At Rath Yatras, Mamata
calls for harmony

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 4

CHIEF MINISTER Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday inaugu-
rated two Rath Yatras in West
Bengal with a message of reli-
gious harmony.

In Kolkata, TMC’s newly
elected Lok Sabha MP Nusrat
Jahan and her husband, Nikhil
Jain, were present with the CIM.

In Hooghly’s Mahesh, she
highlighted the state govern-
ment’s initiative to restore and
beautify temples and mosques
in the state. “They call me every
year and [ am happy to be here.
Togetherness and tolerance for
all faiths is the real religion.
Religion preaches humanity.
Communal harmony should
prevail. There should be no divi-
sion on lines of religion and
caste. Let good sense prevail,”

Banerjee said in Kolkata and
ended her speech with ‘Jai
Jaganath, ‘Jai Hind’ and ‘Jai
Bangla’ chants. Jahan, who was
recently criticised by a section of
Muslim clerics for wearing ver-
milion and amangalsutrain Lok
Sabha after her wedding, stated
that in West Bengal, all religious
occasions are celebrated.
Questioned about the critics’ re-
marks, Jahan said, “I do not pay
heed to things which are base-
less. I know my religion.”

The CM also offered ‘aarti’
and inaugurated the ISKCON
Rath Yatra in Kolkata, which en-
tered its 48th year. “ISKCON city
is coming up in Mayapur
(Nadia). The state government
has done its part and the reli-
gious township is coming up
over 700 acres of land,” said
Banerjee. Meanwhile, several BJP
leaders were seen attending a
Rath Yatra in North Kolkata.

2005 Tumakuru Maoist attack: Varavara
Rao remanded in 2-day judicial custody

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JULY 4

TELUGU POET, activist and al-
leged Maoist sympathiser
Varavara Rao was remanded in
judicial custody on Thursday.

The 78-year-old was taken
into custody by the Karnataka
police from Pune’s Yerwada jail
after he was named among 42
persons not brought to trial in
connection with a 2005 Maoist
attack on a Karnataka police unit
in the Tumakuru region that had
left eight people dead.

Rao, who was brought from
Pune on a transit warrantissued

on Wednesday, was produced
before a magistrate’s court in
Tumakuru and was remanded in
prison for two days.

He had been named by police
as being among 61 Maoists and
their sympathisers linked toan at-
tack onaKarnataka State Reserve
Police unit at Venkatamanahalli
village, on the Karnataka-Andhra
Pradesh border.

The chargesheet stated that
the attack was instigated by Rao
and Telugu balladeer Gaddar.

The Tumakuru police initially
brought only 19 of the 61 accused

to trial, while 42 others, includ-
ing Rao and Gaddar, were not
chargesheeted. All the 19 ac-
cused brought to trial were ac-
quitted by a Tumakuru sessions
courton October 29,2011. Inthe
course of a recent hearing of an
appeal filed in 2012 by the
Karnataka police against the trial
court’s decision, a division bench
of the Karnataka High Court in
June sought action against those
not brought to trial.

The police on June 11 filed a
chargesheet against the remain-
ing 42 persons.
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EXPLAINED

What TMC
hopes for

THOUGH THE CM has
been attending Rath
Yatras every year, this
time, with party MP
Nusrat Jahan and her
husband Nikhil Jain
standing beside her, the
TMC chief aimed at
sending the message of
communal harmony
amid rising polarisation
in the state. Mamata is
keen to boost her secular
image as the BJP, which
is on a upswing after the
Lok Sabha polls, has
been accusing her of
minority appeasement.

‘Cut money’ fallout:
CM sacks Hooghly

district unit chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 4

IN THE first political fallout of
the ‘cut-money’ scandal that has
hit the ruling Trinamool
Congress in West Bengal, party
chief and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday removed minister
Tapan Dasgupta from the post
of Hooghly district unit presi-
dent, days after his name
cropped up in the kickback row.
Dasgupta has been replaced by
local leader Dilip Yadav.

Dasgupta, who represents
Saptagram Assembly con-
stituency, has been accused of
misappropriating funds meant
for public schemes and taking
kickbacks from people for
adding them as beneficiaries in
government schemes. Last
week, people, who had allegedly
paid “cut money” to the minis-
ter to avail government benefits,
had demonstrated outside his
Phulpukur house in Hooghly, de-
manding a refund. Several CPM
councillors also accused
Dasgupta of misappropriating
public funds — a charge rejected
by the TMC MLA.

In the wake of the party’s
performance in the Lok Sabha
elections, Banerjee had directed
TMC leaders to return the “cut
money” if they had taken it from
the beneficiaries.

Notably, the decision to re-
place Dasgupta as party’s
Hooghly district unit chief also
comes in the backdrop of TMC
losing the Hooghly parliamen-
tary constituency to the BJP in
the Lok Sabha elections.

Reacting to the TMC chief’s
decision of removing him from
the post, Dasgupta, who holds
the agriculture marketing port-
folio in the cabinet, said it was
not true that was being sidelined
in the party. “Iwill look after the
ministry. I think new people
should also get chance.Iwill also
look after the district. Dilip
(Yadav) has been working with
me closely. Didi (Banerjee)
wanted to make him (Hooghly
district unit) president, and there
he has been appointed... It is all
rumour that I am being side-
lined,” Dasgupta told The Indian
Express.

He also rejected the allega-
tions of taking “cut money” from
people. “There are no such alle-
gations against me. [ have not
taken any ‘cut money’. It’s all a
rumour. [ have never been in-
volved in such things,” he said.

Sources in the ruling TMC
said that the party leadership
was not happy with the func-
tioning of its Hooghly unit as BJP
the gained ground in the district
and went on to snatch the seat
from it in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions. During a recent party
meeting, Mamata had evenrep-
rimanded Dasgupta for the
party’s defeat in Hooghly.

After BJP’s Locket Chatterjee
won from Hooghly, Mamata had
created a new post of chairman
for its Hooghly unit to closely
monitor the party’s performance
in the district.

Former MP Ratna Dey was
appointed the chairman and
four TMC leaders were ap-
pointed as convenors.

2004 Dhemaji
blast: 6 convicted
by Assam court

Guwahati: Nearly 15 years after
abomb blast killed 13 people, in-
cluding 10 children, in Dhemaji
district of Assam on
Independence Day in 2004, a lo-
cal court on Thursday convicted
six people. Dhemaji District &
Sessions Judge, Sutham Das
awarded four of the accused life
imprisonment. Two others were
sentenced to four years in prison.
Eight accused were acquitted.
On the morning of August
15,2004, abomb went off at the
Dhemaji College grounds where
people had gathered for an
Independence Day parade.
Police had alleged at the time
that the United Liberation Front
of Assam had carried out the
bomb blast. Initially, the banned
outfit denied any connection
with the blast but owned up to it
in2009. ENS

‘Graft in mining
licences’: SC asks
Centre to reply

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Thursday gave the Centre
four weeks’ time toreply to a pe-
tition alleging corruption in the
grant of iron ore mining licences
and seeking quashing of allot-
ment, extension or continuation
of leases to firms to operate 358
such mines in the country.

The apex court had on April
16 issued a notice on the plea
filed by advocate M L Sharma.

Appearing for the Centre,
Additional Solicitor General AN
S Nadkarni said he wanted tofile
a formal reply. The bench gave
the Centre four weeks. ENS

Ministry of Corporate Affairs
Government of India
(Competition Commission of India)

Appointment of one Member
Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of India, New Delhi
invites applications from Indian Nationals for the one post of
Member in the Competition Commission of India (CCIl) with
Law or Judicial Background. The Member shall be paid a
consolidated monthly salary of Rupees four lakh only and shall

not be entitled to house and car.
eligibility conditions,

For application format,

requisite

qualifications and other details, log on to the web-sites of this
Ministry (www.mca.gov.in), the Competition Commission of
India (www.cci.gov.in) or Department of Personnel & Training

(http://persmin.nic.in).

Applications in the prescribed format, duly completed should
reach to Shri Rakesh Kumar, Under Secretary, Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, '‘Room No. 520 ‘A" Wing, 5th Floor, Shastri
Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road, New Delhi-110001 latest

by 25th July, 2019 (5:30 PM).

davp 07101/11/0007/1920

Target Olympic Podium Scheme Committee
Sports Authority of India, Delhi 2018
(An Organization under MYA&S)

No. 1(1) SAI/TOPS/Staff/2017-18

Dated: 3rd July, 2019

Advertisement for the engagement of
personnel in TOPS Secretariat.
The Target Olympic Podium Scheme Secretariat, Sports
Authority of India, Delhi (TOPS Secretariat), under the
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of
India invites applications for engagement of Senior

research officer,

Research officer and Assistant

Manager (Athlete relation) for the Target Olympic
Podium Scheme Secretariat on contract basis. The

details of

the eligibility,

job description and

responsibilities, etc. for, the post is at Annexure |,

available at the

http://lyas.nic.in/.

website  of
http://sportsauthorityofindia.nic.in/

SAl  MYA&S;

and

Eligible and willing candidates may send their
applications (online) by 05:00 PM, 17th July, 2019 at
the following email address:

"recruitment.tops @gmail.com"

davp-47103/11/0002/1920
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No. MD/WZ/06/PUR/NIT-231 /13106 Indore, dated: 04.07.19

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
Online tenders are invited for following Service/item as pertender specifications given below:-
TS Particular Unit Qty. Tender ope-
No. ning date
1376 Services of Accredited Energy Auditor Firm for

Monitoring and Verification (M&V) of Distribution |S 01 23.07.2019
Network of Madhya Pradesh Paschim Kshetra Vidyut
Vitran Company Limited (MPPKVVCL) Indore.
1377 Procurement of MPLS VPN SIM cards on 2G/3G/4G/CDMA/
GPRS inclusive of MPLS Link for SCADA/DMS project under 93.07.2019

MPPKVVCL, Indore for 03 years
A) MPLS Link -
B) MPLS VPN SIM cards on 2G/3G/4G/CDMA/GPRS Nos 1268
For further information visit our website http://www.mpwz.co.in, or portal
https://www.mptenders.gov.in C.E. (Purchase)

Nos 02

DELHI URBAN SHELTER

IMPROVEMENT BOARD
Government of National Capital Territory
of Delhi
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C-6)
1, Kilokri, Ring Road, New Delhi-110014
PRESS NOTICE
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Executive Engineer C-06, invites on behalf of DUSIB
Percentage rate e-tender Two envelopes/two bid system
for following work:
NIT No: 03/EEC6/AE-I/DUSIB 2018-19, E-tender No:
2019_DUSIB 175157_1, NOW:- EIUS SH: Providing and
laying cement concrete pavement in deteriorated lanes
and construction of storm water drains in JJ Basti Janta
Jeevan Camp, Tigri, Part-ll. Estimated Cost Rs.
84,04,213.00, Earnest Money: Rs. 1,68,100.00, Tender
Cost: Rs.1,000/-, Date of Closing of Bid: 19.07.2019 at
12.00 Noon
The bid form and other details can be obtained from the
web site (https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in)
Note: Any amendment/ change/ clarification (if any) will be
uploaded only on http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in,
therefore intending tenderer may inspect the website
regularly.
Sd/-
Executive Engineer/C-6

DIP/Shabdarth/0333/19-20 DUSIB

T & ST G o i@l o 39 a9 2019-20
& TToreRT Hew (RS-, ST, HIS) e fohdl ST B4
qex o fifaed et =+ st €1 fafaemesat
TR o HRTGT | O Tq Mo T
Hohd | ffaer v, 21d wd o faerr & SRt 39
FHEAGT & HIST HY T FEGAT 0T H <G/ITd T
Tl
fosha = stfugra W & ffaer wega o= Fehd 7
fafaey s o3 ) sifaw fafer- 19/07/2019 FEfedH
T b |
fAfaer Wieq =t fafyr - 22/07/2019 2MM: 3:00 &1
T/~
TSteo e st

71371 gﬁ

Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA)

DELHI COMMISSION FOR WOMEN
(Government of N.C.T. of Delhi)
'C' Block, 2nd Floor, Vikas Bhawan
|.P. Estate, New Delhi - 110 002.
Notice Inviting Proposals
The Delhi Commission for Women invites proposals from Voluntary
Organizations/Non-Government Organizations for the ‘Mabhila
Panchayat' programme run by the Commission in selected areas.
Further details, viz. applications form, details of the programme, the
governing guidelines and other related details can be accessed at
(http://dcw.delhigovt.nic.in/wps/wecm/connect/lib_dcw/
DCW/Home/Advertisement/). The proposals complete in all aspects,
should reach the undersigned by 4.00 p.m. of 22.07.2019.
The Commission reserves the right to accept or reject an application at
its sole and absolute discretion, and its decision shall be finial.
Sd/-
Assistant Secretary
Ph.: 23378181
DIP/Shabdarth/0330/19-20

POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU AND KASHMIR SRINAGAR

Phone/Fax No. 0194-2443031/2443032 (Sgr.), Website: www.jkpolice.gov.in
0191-2459029/2459255 (Jmu.) E-mail: phgjk@nic.in

EXTENSION NOTICE

Due to administrative reasons, the last of date for submis-
sion of on-line bids & opening of Technical Bids against NIT
No. 33 of 2019 dated 29.05.2019 floated by this Hqrs. for
Installation of CCTV Surveillance System in Police Stations
and Police Posts is re-scheduled as under:

1. Last Date of Receipt of Tenders = 15.07.2019 upto 1800 hours.
2. Date of Opening of Technical Bids = 17.07.2019 at 1100 hours.
The other terms and conditions of the NIT shall remain the
same.
Sd/-
Mubassir Latifi (JKPS)
AIG (Provision & Transport)
No. Prov-IiSec-69/2016-17/39505-13 FOr Director General of Police,

Dated: 02.07.2019 J&K, Srinagar
DIPK-4197
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J&K bureaucrat
accused in land scam
gets I-year extension

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JULY 4

THE GOVERNMENT has ex-
tended by one year the services
of a top bureaucrat in Jammu
and Kashmir, who is an accused
inone of the Valley’s biggest land
scams.

IAS officer and Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir, Baseer
Ahmad Khan’s tenure, which
was ending on July 30, was ex-
tended “as a special case”.

“Pursuant to the approval of
the Central government con-
veyed vide No 26014/1/2019-
AIS-II dated 30-06-2019, sanc-
tion in relaxation of All India
Services (death-cum-retirement
benefits) Rules 1958, is hereby
accorded to the extension in
favour of Shri Baseer Ahmad
Khan, IAS (JK:2000) for a period
of one year beyond the date of
superannuation i.e 30-06-2019,
as a special case, in public inter-
est and without it being quoted
as precedent case in future,” a
government order read.

Khan is accused of illegal
transfer of land to several influ-
ential people in Gulmarg. The
case is pending before an anti-
corruption court, and charges are
yet to be framed. The First
Additional District and Sessions
Judge, Baramulla has reserved
orders on framing of charges and
the case has been fixed for July 6.

In March 2009, J&K govern-
ment’s top anti-corruption body
had registered a case against
seven top bureaucrats for “mis-
use of official position for illegal
transfer of state land” at Gulmarg
to influential private parties.

The case against the govern-
ment officials was registered af-
ter the intervention of the J&K
High Court, which was hearing a
PIL in the Gulmarg land scam.

The officers, according to the
J&K State Vigilance Organisation,
had violated the provisions of
the Roshni Act which was intro-
duced during the Ghulam Nabi
Azad-led coalition government
to give ownership rights of gov-
ernment land occupied by farm-
ers across the state. The land
transferred to private parties at
Gulmarg, however, was ear-
marked for development of
tourist infrastructure under
master plan of Gulmarg
Development Authority (GDA).

A case under the Prevention
of Corruption Act was slapped
against seven officials, including
Khan, for misuse of official posi-
tion for illegal transfer of state
land.

While the names of most of
the accused were mentioned in
the first chargesheet, the
chargesheet against Khan was
submitted in September 2013 af-
ter the Centre allowed his pros-
ecution.

On September 23, 2013,

No. 1, Development Enclave,
Rao Tula Ram Marg Delhi Cantonment,

New Delhi - 110010
Tel: 011-26717983

Advertisement No. IDSA/0232/2019

Requirement of Service Providers

Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses invites E- tenders from
experienced, reputed and resourceful contractors fulfilling the eligibility
criteria for its office and residential complex, for following services/works:
(i) Day to Day operation and maintenance of substation and DG sets
(ii) Day to Day operation and maintenance of HVAC plants.
(iii) Maintenance and day to day operation of Electrical and mechanical
Installations, water supply & misc. building work, fittings, fixtures, etc.
(iv) Maintenance and operation of fire fighting and fire alarm system
Last date for submission of tender on or before 30th July, 2019
upto 1500hrs.
For tender document visit http://www.idsa.in,
https//www.mstcecommerce.com and https://www.eprocure.gov.in
davp 10113/11/0002/1920
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Government offi-  Khan, then Deputy

cials are tight-lipped = Commissioner Kishtwar, was ar-

T onwhether the gov- rested by the State Vigilance
ernment sought Organisation and produced be-

clearance from the fore the special anti-corruption
Anti  Corruption judge,whoreleased himon bail

Bureau (ACB). The vigilance report had accused
“Ihavenoideare- Khan of “willfully” ignoring the

garding this case,” information passed to him per-

ACB director Anand  taining to the case.

Jain told The Indian The service of Khan’s brother

Express. Muneer Ahmad Khan, who is
APIL challenging serving as J&K’s Additional

Director General of Police
(ADGP), has also been extended

the extension to
Khan has been also

filed in the JRK High  byanyear.
Court. In March, Governor Satya Pal
The petitionseeks ~ Malik had issued an order ap-

pointing Muneer Khan as State
Information Commissioner.
The order said that Muneer
Khan’s appointment as State
Information Commissioner shall
“take effect from the day he as-
sumes charge of the post”.

quashing of the
Department of
Personnel and
Training (DoPT) or-
der that approved
the extension in
Khan’s service.

Hurriyat forms panel
to facilitate return of
Kashmiri Pandits

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JULY 4

IN A first, the All Party Hurriyat Conference has initiated
aformal process to facilitate the return of Kashmiri Pandits
to the Valley after a group of Pandits held meetings with
the separatist conglomerate here.

The APHC formed a committee on Thursday to initiate
the process after the second round of consultation be-
tween Kashmiri Pandits and Hurriyat leaders.

A team of Kashmiri Pandits, led by Satish Mahaldar,
met Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and other
leaders at the Hurriyat office in Srinagar’s Rajbagh. While
the team met Mirwaiz at his residence last month, it is for
the first time that a Pandit group has set foot in the
Hurriyat office.

“This was our second meeting. We first met on the day
of Mela Khirbhawani,” Mirwaiz told The Indian Express.
“We have agreed to take forward the initiative and facil-
itate the return of Kashmiri Pandits to the Valley. We have
formed a committee to take forward this process.”

In an official statement, the APHC said, “A delegation
of Kashmiri Pandits led by Satish Mahaldar met the APHC
leaders at the Rajbagh office. The meeting was in contin-
uation of the previous meeting the delegation had with
APHC chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooq at his residence
last month regarding the return of Pandits to Kashmir and
initiating a sustained inter-community dialogue to build
mutual trust...”

The APHC said that the suggestions given by the group
of Kashmiri Pandits would be discussed with “all sincer-
ity and seriousness” with a cross section of people, in-
cluding civil society, religious organisations and pandits
who have not left the Valley to make it “inclusive and
broad-based”. While separatists have maintained they
they would welcome the return of Kashmiri Pandits, they
have been opposed to the idea of settling them in separate
enclaves, as proposed several times by the government.
Separatists say Kashmiri Pandits are welcome to settle
with the Muslims.
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TELLING NUMBERS

Counting children living with
disabilities, in or out of school

27%
9-YEAR-OLD CHILDREN Attendi
ttending an
WITH DISABILITIES educational
institution
_— 15%
70 Attended an
Never attended an educational
educational institution institution earlier
Attending an educational institution 99,259 54521 44,738
Attended one earlier 5,472 3,030 2,442
Never attended one 2,63966 146,319 1,17,647
5-year-old CWD population 3,68,697 2,03,870 1,64697
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES AGED 5-19
ATTENDING AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION
Children with disabilities 61.18% 61.75%  60.45%
All children 70.97% 72.26%  69.55%
ATTENDED ONE EARLIER
Children with disabilities 12.14% 12.34% 11.89%
All children 11.82% 11.70%  11.96%
NEVER ATTENDED ONE
Children with disabilities 26.68% 25.92% 27.66%
All children 17.21% 16.04%  18.49%
AUNESCO report notes how children THE STATES: CWDs AGED 5-19
living with disabilities are dispropor- ]
tionately left out of the education sys-
temin India as compared to the over- ﬁv"mgﬁl)umnom
all proportion of out-of-school
children (The Indian Express, July 3).  Goa 73.4%
Some of its highlights: Kerala 73.2%
78,64,636 children living with dis-  pjaharashtra 70.3%
abilities in India, making up 1.7% of the Y
total child population. Proportion Laks?adweep 695?
among boys (1.81%)than girls(1.58%).  Manipur 69.4%
3,68,697 five-year-olds living with ~ Himachal 67.7%
isabilities. Of them, 27% -
dlsgbl ities O them 6 attend edu ATTENDED EDUCATIONAL
cational institutions, 72% have never
attended any; 1% have dropped out. INSTITUTION EARLIER
61% of CWDs aged 5-19areattending ~ Daman & Diu 21.1%
an educational institution,compared  Qdisha 16.5%
to overall figure of 71% when all chil- Cuiarat 15.8%
dren are considered. 27% of CWDs jara o7
never attended any educationalinsti- ~ Karnataka 15.5%
tution, as opposed to the overall 17%  West Bengal 14.3%
for the entire ct_ulc_l population. ' Tamil Nadu 13.7%
There is variation among states in
school attendance of 5-19-year-olds. ~ NEVER ATTENDED AN
Goaand Kerala have ahigher percent- EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION
age of children with disabilities at- Nagaland 38.9%
tending schools. Odisha and West As 36.4%
Bengal have more children with dis- Sam e
abilities dropping out of school than ~ Meghalaya 35.4%
the national average. Over a third of = Daman & Diu 34.3%
the children with disabilities inthe  gjhar 33.8%
Northeastern states of Arunachal Arunachal 33.0%

Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya and
Nagaland have never attended an ed-
ucational institution.

Source for all data: UNESCO report,
which attributes data to Census 2011

Institute for [.A.S. Examination

CLASSROOM COURSE

TEST SERIES

POSTAL COURSE

9-B, Bada Bazar Marg, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-110 060
Ph.: 011-41007400, 41007500; e-mail: vajiramandravi79@gmail.com
Visit us at www.vajiramandravi.com
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EXPLAINED

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

ON FEBRUARY 1 this year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had said: “This is an interim
Budget. This is just a trailer of the Budget
which, after elections, will take India on the
path to development.” As Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman rises to present the full-
fledged Union Budget for the current finan-
cial year, she faces the arduous task of show-
ing the complete picture. On the one hand,
voters who have returned the BJP-led gov-
ernment with a resounding majority expect
that the full-year Budget would further ex-
pand the welfare measures announced in the
interim Budget. On the other, India’s eco-
nomic growth has faltered further since the
presentation of the interim Budget, making
it that much more difficult to come through
on those promises.

Lower than expected tax

revenues are a spoiler

The first key variable to watch out foris the
Fiscal Deficit (as a percentage of GDP). Fiscal
Deficit reflects the total borrowing require-
ment of the government. The previous Modi
government had done areasonable job of lim-
iting fiscal deficit. For the current financial year
too, the fiscal deficit had been budgeted at the
3.4% level. However, this number may see
some change given the adverse revenue deficit
(the excess of revenue expenditure over rev-
enue receipts) for the last financial year.

As the table alongside shows, actual (A)
revenue deficit for 2018-19 is worse than the
revised estimates (RE) for the last financial
year. That, in turn, is largely because of a mas-
sive gap of Rs 1.67 lakh crore between the ex-
pected tax revenues for the past year and the
actual figures. This gap is mainly on account
of lower revenues from GST, customs duty and
corporation tax. The fall in revenues meant
thatboth the actual revenue expenditure and
capital expenditure were lower than the re-
vised estimates for the last financial year.

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

SIMPLY PUT

What to look for
in the Budget

After welfare measures in interim Budget, how far
will full Budget be influenced by slow growth and
lower than expected revenues? How to read the key
variables that will indicate what is in store

Itis clear that the finance minister would
have to shore up total revenues, especially
tax revenues, if she wants to meetincreased
expenditure demands. Without this balanc-
ing act, the fiscal deficit for the current year
would likely suffer.

Nominal GDP growth

is aworry

What makes this job more difficult for her
is the fact that India’s economic growth seems
to be decelerating; India has already lost its
cherished “fastest-growing” major economy
tag to China at the end of the fourth quarterin
2018-19 when the real GDP grew by just 5.3%
— the slowest in 20 quarters. Almost across
the board, observers, including the RBI, have
rolled back India’s real GDP forecast for the
current year. A crucial variable in this regard
is the finance ministry’s assumption of the
nominal GDP growth for the current year. The
nominal GDP growth (that is GDP growth at
current prices) is the most fundamental
building block of the Budget-making exer-
cise. The government’s assumption of the
nominal GDP growth decides the revenue
buoyancy, which, in turn, provides clarity
about the possible level of expenditure it can
afford, given a pre-stipulated fiscal deficit tar-
get. In the interim Budget, then finance min-
ister Piyush Goyal had assumed a nominal
GDP growth rate of 11.5%. However, if growth
is faltering, this may have to be revised down.
Doing so, in turn, would further bring down
revenue projections, and by extension, cur-
tail the government’s capacity to spend more.
As such, the assumption about the nominal
GDP growth is another key variable to watch
out for in this Budget.

What about the welfare
schemes?

Apart from these major macroeconomic
variables, there are four key categories of
data that would be keenly observed given
the political economy surrounding them.

The first relates to the expected divi-
dends from India’s central bank. For while

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

LASTYEAR’SESTIMATES ANDACTUALFIGURES

Fiscal Deficit (%) 3.5 34 34 34
Revenue Deficit (as % of GDP) 2.6 2.2 2.34 2.2
Revenue Receipts (as % of GDP) 14.35 17.30 15.64 19.78
Tax Revenues (in Rs lakh cr) 12.42 14.84 13.17 17.05
Revenue Expenditure (inRslakhcr) 18.79 21.41 20.08 24.48
Capital Expenditure (inRslakhcr) 2.63 317 3.03 3.36

*A=actual Source: Budget documents, Controller General of Accounts and CARE Ratings

now, the government and the RBI have been
at loggerheads about the level of dividends
that the RBI needs to provide the national
exchequer.

The second relates to the overall disin-
vestment proceeds the government hopes
to raise this year. This is crucial not just be-
cause of the monies that any disinvestment
would bring but also for the signal it pro-
vides about the new Modi government’s in-
tent to reduce government ownership in the
broader economy.

The third and related category is the
overall budgetary allocation towards the re-
capitalisation of public sector banks. Again,
not only will it have a bearing on the overall
fiscal deficit and the government capacity
to fund social welfare scheme, but also pro-
vide a window into the mind of the new
government’s approach towards reforming
inefficient public sector banks.

The last category would have to be the
allocations to the flagship schemes of the
first Modi government. In the last five years,
and especially in the last two, the previous
government had announced several welfare
schemes such as PM-KISAN (direct income
transfers for small farmers), income tax ex-
emptions (for the lower middle class), pen-
sions for the workers in the unorganised sec-
tor as well as the Ayushman Bharat scheme
for providing healthcare cover to the poor.
However, the allocations in many such
schemes were considered inadequate in re-
lation to the ambitious targets that had been
set for them. For instance, for Ayushman
Bharat, which is arguably the world’s largest
health insurance scheme as it seeks to pro-
vide health insurance of Rs 5 lakh to 10 crore
poorest families (that is 50 crore individu-
als), the current Budget allocation of Rs
6,400 crore is hardly enough.

What Pak hopes to convey with cases against Saeed, why India unconvinced

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI,JULY 4

ON SEPTEMBER 30 last year, a week after
India cancelled the proposed bilateral meet-
ing with Pakistan’s foreign minister in New
York, a minister in the Imran Khan govern-
ment shared the stage with Laskhar-e-Taiba
and Jamat-ud-Dawa founder Hafiz Saeed.

It was India’s moment to say “I told you
so” about Pakistan’s sincerity in cracking
down on terrorist groups and their leaders.
But, a larger takeaway for India was that this
exposed Pakistan’s new Prime Minister —
who had won the elections that July and been
sworn in the following month — as cosying
up to anti-India groups and leaders even as
he talked peace and pushed for dialogue.

So, Pakistan’s latest moves against Saeed
has not impressed many in South Block.

Pak action, India reaction

On Wednesday, Pakistan lodged 23 cases
on charges of terrorist financing and facilita-
tion against 26/11 mastermind Saeed and a
dozen members of his groups, as well as five
banned outfits showcasing themselves as
charity organisations. Pakistan’s Punjab
Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) said it
has registered the cases in Lahore, Gujranwala
and Multan for collection of funds for terror fi-
nancing through assets or properties in the
names of trusts or non-profit organisations.

“Large scale investigations launched into
financing matters of proscribed organisations
Jamat ud Dawa & Lashkar-e-Taiba in connec-
tion with the implementation of UN Sanctions

against these Designated Entities & Persons as
directed by NSC (National Security Committee)
in its Meeting of 1st January 2019 chaired by
the PM Imran Khan forimplementing National
Action Plan,” the CTD said in a statement.

According to CTD, on July 1 and 2, it reg-
istered the 23 cases against the leadership of
JuD (Jamat ud Dawa), LeT (Lashkar-e-Taiba)
& FIF (Falah-i-Insaniyat Foundation) for mak-
ing assets from terror financing through the
following trusts and non-profit organisa-
tions: Dawat ul Irshad Trust, Muaz Bin Jabal
Trust, Al-Anfaal Trust, Al Hamd Trust and Al
Madina Foundation Trust.

Apart from Saeed, CTD also named other
leaders of JuD & LeT who have been booked,
including his aides Abdul Rehman Makki,
Malik Zafar Igbal, Ameer Hamaza,
Muhammad Yahya Aziz, Muhammad
Naeem, Mohsin Bilal, Abdul Rageeb, Ahmad
Daud, Muhammad Ayub, Abdullah Ubaid,
Muhammad Ali and Abdul Ghaffar.

India has reacted sharply, unimpressed
by Pakistan’s moves. The Ministry of External
Affairs’ official spokesperson Raveesh Kumar
said on Thursday, “Pakistan is trying to hood-
wink the international community on tak-
ing action against terror groups. Let us not
get fooled by cosmetic steps against terror
groups by Pakistan.”

Having learnt from past experience, India
is much more cautious this time.

Held, released, held...

Saeed was, possibly for the first time, de-
tained in December 2001, after the
Parliament attack. Pakistan took Saeed into
custody on December 21, 2001 after India

had built pressure and asserted that he was
involved in the December 13, 2001 attack.
Saeed was held until March 31, 2002, re-
leased, then taken back into custody on May
15. He was placed under house arrest until
October 31, 2002 after his wife Maimoona
Saeed sued the province of Punjab and the
Pakistan federal government for what she
claimed was an illegal detention.

After the July 11, 2006 Mumbai train
bombings, the provincial government of
Punjab (Pakistan) arrested him on August 9
and kept him under house arrest but he was
released on August 28 after a Lahore High
Court order. He was arrested again the same
day by the provincial government and was
keptin the Canal Rest House in Sheikhupura.
He was released after a Lahore High Court
order on October 17, 2006.

After the November 2008 Mumbai terror
attacks, India submitted a request to the UN
Security Council to put JuD and Saeed on the
UN list of global terrorists. On December 11,
2008, he was again placed under house ar-
restwhen the UN declared JuD as an LeT front.

Saeed was held in house arrest under the
Maintenance of Public Order law, which al-
lowed authorities to detain temporarily in-
dividuals deemed likely to create disorder,
until early June 2009 when the Lahore High
Court, deeming the detention unconstitu-
tional, ordered his release.

On July 6, 2009, Pakistan’s government
filed an appeal against the court’s decision.
Deputy Attorney General Shah Khawar told
the Associated Press that “Hafiz Saeed at lib-
erty is a security threat.”

On August 25,2009, Interpol issued a Red

Hafiz Saeed in Islamabad in 2011. APfile

Corner Notice against Saeed, along with Zaki-
ur Rehman Lakhvi, in response to Indian re-
quests for his extradition. Saeed was again
placed under house arrest by the Pakistani
authorities in September 2009. On October
12,2009, the Lahore High Court quashed all
cases against him and set him free.
Frustrated with what it saw as Pakistan’s
lack of seriousness, New Delhi even disclosed
alist of 50 most wanted fugitives in May 2011.
In April 2012, the US announced a bounty
of $10 million on Saeed for his role in the
2008 Mumbai attacks. After the bountry,
Saeed gave an interview and said, “I am liv-
ing my life in the open and the US can contact
me whenever they want.” Throughout, he

has been giving anti-India speeches and
roams around freely in Pakistan.

He was once again put under house ar-
rest in January 2017, as the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) started scrutinising
Pakistan’s record against terrorism. In an un-
usual move, Pakistan’s Army said at that time
that the detention was a “policy decision in
the national interest” as the government an-
nounced that Saeed’s 90-day house arrest
could be extended if required.

On November 24, 2017, Pakistani author-
ities announced that Saeed had beenreleased
from house arrest earlier in the week after the
Lahore High Court concluded that there was
“nothing tangible” in the evidence presented
against him in a government request to ex-
tend his detention. The US and India released
statements criticising the move.

So, much of the Indian establishment
sees the latest FIRs as a replay of the past.

Why act now

Pakistan began its latest moves on July 1,
the date when its all-weather ally China took
over as the chair of FATF.

The moves came days after the G-20 dec-
laration at the Osaka summit on June 28-29
gave primacy to the FATF's “essential role”
and called for the effective implementation
of its standards. On June 21, at the FATF ple-
nary session in Orlando, the US (the then
FATF chair) had told Pakistan that it could
face blacklisting at its next session in October
ifit did not adhere to its commitments to stop
access to funds for terror groups.

Pakistan’s CTD statement said: “Large
scale investigations have been launched into

matters of JuD, LeT & FIF regarding their hold-
ing & use of Trusts to raise funds for terrorism
financing. They made these assets from funds
of terrorism financing, they held & used these
assets to raise more funds for further terror-
ism financing. Hence, they committed mul-
tiple offences of terrorism financing & money
laundering under Anti-Terrorism Act 1997.
They will be prosecuted in ATCs (Anti
Terrorism Courts) for commission of these of-
fences. These Assets/NPOs have already been
taken over by the government in compliance
with UN Sanctions.”

The FATF once again takes up Pakistan’s
case in September-October, and Pakistan’s ac-
tion is being seen as a move to avoid being
blacklisted and even come out of the grey-list.
Its nod to Beijing, so that China lifted its tech-
nical hold and let Azhar be listed as a global ter-
rorist, is also seen as a move in this direction.
With China as the new FATF chair, Pakistan is
building a case of good behaviour for itself in
front of the international community.

Thatis the reason India has been demand-
ing “credible, sustainable, visible and irre-
versible” action against these terror groups
and theirleaders. It believes Pakistan is taking
these measures so that China can show to the
world that its all-weather ally is serious about
taking action against terrorists.

Until it is convinced of Islamabad’s and
Rawlpindi’s sincerity, India will keep pushing
for Pakistan to be blacklisted, which will have
a debilitating effect on Pakistan’s economy.
And Imran Khan and Pakistan’s Army - which
is aware of these risks - are perceived to be
taking these steps to ward off blacklisting
and possibly get out of the grey-list.
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

TTHE GROWTH DRIVER

Economic Survey rightly recognises the main challenge:
Reviving private investment

INVOLVES US ALL

OR AN ECONOMY in slowdown mode, the key to reviving the growth momentum

is private investment, which is a function of the “animal spirits” of entrepreneurs.

One must give credit to the Finance Ministry’s Economic Survey, unveiled a day

before the presentation of the Narendra Modi government's first Union Budget in
its second innings, for recognising this basic truth. Although it does not explicitly admit it,
the Indian economy is, indeed, today caught in a vicious cycle of investments not happen-
ing on the ground, jobs drying up and, in turn, impacting income and consumption. This is
the opposite of what happens ina virtuous cycle, where “investment, productivity growth,
job creation, demand and exports feed into each other and enable animal spirits in the econ-
omy to thrive”. The Survey is right that the macroeconomic stability indicators — whether
pertaining to inflation, external current account or even fiscal balances — are much better
than they were five years ago and it is time to “shift gears” to enable an average annual real
GDP growth of 8 per cent for India to become a $5 trillion economy by 2024-25. But the key
driver for it is investment — more specifically, private investment.

But how does one get firms to invest, which is ultimately a forward-looking activity?
It basically requires the upfront costs of a project to be less than the present value of the
expected rewards from the investment. The Survey has pointed out — which may not be
in sync with the Reserve Bank of India’s views, at least till recently — that real rates of in-
terest in India have increased significantly over the years and are high even on cross-
country comparison. There is, therefore, need to lower the cost of capital. Further, it has
argued that the country only needs a “mildly positive real rate”, which will not necessar-
ily lead to lower savings. Savings are driven primarily by demographics and income
growth: Both of these are favourable for India, given a rising proportion of its working
population that will both earn more and save more.

There are other useful suggestions by the Survey that may be worth considering. The
firstis aredesign of tax policy, including for start-ups. High tax rates on corporate profits
and notices received by new economy companies on angel funding from venture capi-
tal investors are certainly not a good idea. They need a complete review, especially in the
current context where animal spirits are low. Reviving those spirits will present the biggest
and most immediate challenge for the Modi government as it begins its second term.

MUMBATI'S TRAGEDY

Another monsoon takes a heavy toll, spotlighting corruption
and incompetence in infrastructure planning and governance

NOTHER MUMBAI MONSOON tragedy has yielded another high-level in-

quiry, this time to probe the circumstances in which at least 26 Mumbaikars

died when a wall along a suburban hillock collapsed on two shanty colonies.

technical experts’ committee will also probe if the quality of construction

and design of the wall along the slope was appropriate. Meanwhile, the first week of rains

left thousands with flooded and damaged homes and vehicles. The suburban railway

and bus transportation systems are counting their losses, running into crores, from flood

water ingress. Thousands of underground water tanks in suburban residential colonies

are contaminated, and municipal authorities are bracing for an impending round of vi-

ral and water-borne diseases. Incidentally, even as rains battered the financial capital ear-

lier this week, a CAG report tabled in the Maharashtra state legislature slammed agencies
for incomplete works on flood preparedness.

After every major tragedy in Mumbai, inquiry reports point to blinkered urban plan-
ning and moribund municipal governance. Meanwhile, the tiresome trope about Mumbai’s
resilience almost appears to be its undoing — the city that never stops returns to business
as usual and long-term corrective measures are forgotten. At least two near-stampedes
on stations on the suburban railway system were reported this past week, almost as if 23
Mumbaikars headed to work never died in the September 2017 Elphinstone Road station
stampede. After the 2005 deluge that claimed over 700 lives in the city after a 944 mm
downpour in a single day, not only were large parts of a fact-finding committee’s recom-
mendations never implemented, but 14 years and several hundred crores later, a project
to rejuvenate the Mithi River, Mumbai’s mother drainage system, remains incomplete.
Faced with citizens’ anger, top officials and the Shiv Sena’s heir apparent Aaditya Thackeray
parried, saying this week’s record rainfall must be looked at in the context of climate change.
But very recent lessons on sustainable development are already a hazy memory. Just last
monsoon, the marooning of satellite towns, Vasai-Virar, following a three-day deluge sug-
gested that the devastating results of Mumbai’s development trajectory were playing out
in a suburb, not in a distant future. The peculiarity of Vasai-Virar’s relatively inexpensive
housing market is the widespread construction on flood plains, reclaimed wetlands and
former salt pan lands — all buffers against flooding.

Corruption and incompetence in infrastructure planning and governance cannot be
brushed under the climate change carpet. Various agencies responsible for Mumbai’s
ramshackle systems must do both — fix accountability for the dereliction and simultane-
ously mandate scientific sustainability studies to inform all development planning, zon-
ing initiatives, real estate development and mass transit projects.

TRUMP’S PARADE

US President has upped the firepower of the annual Fourth of
July celebration, and the Democrats think it’s just narcissism

MERICA HAS ALWAYS celebrated the Fourth of July with things that go bang.

But this year, President Trump is shooting for bigger bang for buck than mere

fireworks can offer. The parade in Washington, which is generally associ-

ated with marching bands and warm feelings of togetherness, features
Bradley armoured personnel carriers and Abrams tanks this year, at the very spot where
Martin Luther King declared that he had a dream. That spells BAE Systems and General
Dynamics, companies at the heart of the military-industrial complex. And the high point,
according to Trump, is a “flyover” by F-18 Hornets, which means Boeing. The Americans
are very accurate in terming it a flyover, rather than a flypast, as we do, despite the evi-
dence of our senses. For us, a flyover signifies urban infrastructure, which regularly comes
crashing down. Not a good omen for a parade.

Trump was apparently inspired to launch a Salute to America parade bristling with mil-
itary hardware after seeing tanks roll down the Champs-Elysées in a French parade. But
India could have served as an even finer model, for our Republic Day parade was inspired
by the world-beating Victory Day parade in Moscow’s Red Square. Russia’s annual display
of military hardware, which has traditionally featured gigantic ballistic missiles on their
launchers, has rivalled Soviet monumental statuary as the most forceful expression of
revolutionary triumphalism and continues to perplex and awe the world.

In India, though, some diffidence is sometimes expressed over the public display of
weaponry. The parade down Rajpath, it is argued, was an important element of the self-
assertion of a young nation, but may have outlived its usefulness. In America, the Democrats
have dismissed Trump’s extravaganza as yet another symptom of his narcissism, and a
means to politicise the forces. But obviously, Trump will not let them rain on his parade.

KHALED AHMED

WHEN AN “UNDER pressure” Pakistan initi-
ated “23 cases against Hafiz Saeed and his 12
aides over terrorism-financing”, the news
was immediately flashed on the front pages
of all the major Indian newspapers. In
Pakistan, only Daily Times carried the story on
July 4: “The counter-terrorism department
(CTD) said it had launched 23 cases against
Hafiz Saeed and 12 of his aides for using five
trusts to collect funds and donations for
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT). Two banned LeT-
linked charities, Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) and
Falah-e-Insaniat Foundation (FIF), were also
targeted, the department said in a statement.
‘All the assets of these organisations and indi-
viduals will be frozen and taken over by the
state’, said a counter-terrorism senior official,
speaking on the condition of anonymity be-
cause he was not authorised to speak pub-
licly.” The counter-terrorism department said
the actionisin accordance with UN sanctions
against the individuals and entities.

According to the CTD pressrelease, those
booked include Hafiz Saeed, Abdul Rehman
Makki, Malik Zafar Igbal, Ameer Hamza,
Yahya Aziz, Naeem Sheikh, Mohsin Bilal,
Abdul Rageeb, Ahmad Daud, Muhammad
Ayub, Abdullah Ubaid, Muhammad Ali and
Abdul Ghaffar. The cases were registered in
Lahore, Gujranwala and Multan on July 1-2
“for collection of funds for terrorism financ-
ing through assets/properties made and held
in the names of trusts/non-profit organisa-
tions (NPO)”, including Al-Anfaal Trust, Dawat
ulIrshad Trust, Muaz Bin Jabal Trust, AlHamd
Trust and Al Madina Foundation Trust.

No mention was made of the courts Hafiz
Saeed had been running across the country.
In 2016, the daily, The News (April 9, 2016),
had disclosed that Saeed had been doing
something unforgivable: Running stealth
courts in violation of the constitution of
Pakistan: “The supra-constitutional Sharia
courts, established by Jamaat-ud-Dawa

As Pakistan initiates 23 cases against him and his aides
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WORDLY WISE
I AM FAVOUR OF CUTTING TAXES UNDER ANY
CIRCUMSTANCES AND FOR ANY EXCUSE, FOR ANY

REASON, WHENEVER IT'S POSSIBLE.
— MILTON FRIEDMAN

for terrorism financing, a look at the fraught context

The pressure this month to
‘do something’ has come
from the Paris-based
Financial Action Task Force
(FATT), which, last year,
placed Pakistan on its ‘grey
list’ of countries with
inadequate controls over
money-laundering and
terrorism-financing. The
international watchdog gave
Pakistan an October 2019
deadline ‘to improve its
efforts against terrorism-
financing’ if it didn’t want to
end up on the black list. The
United States had offered
$10 million for Hafiz Saeed’s
head; Pakistan finally offered
it on a platter and, as quid
pro quo, got the US to
declare the Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA) a
terrorist organisation.

(JuD), operate across the country and only
the Lahore court of this parallel judicial sys-
tem has issued verdicts in 5,550 cases, in-
cluding murder trials”.

Working for The Friday Times in 2002, the
writer of this column had written something
for which Hafiz Saeed had issued a legal no-
tice to him “for denigrating the Companions
of the Prophet”. After discovering that nei-
ther the Punjab government, nor the legal
establishment, were prepared to defend him
in court — lawyers had refused to take the
case — he was forced to present himself at
the stately office of Hafiz Saeed on Lake Road,
Lahore, and abjectly beg him for mercy,
which he gracefully bestowed on him. The
“offending article” had contained the follow-
ing paragraph in The Friday Times.

“Very little has appeared in the press
about the politics of Hafiz Saeed’s Lashkar-e-
Taiba and its mother organisation, Dawat wal-
Irshad, because of the close coordination it
enjoyed withits ‘handlers’. Hafiz Saeed in his
early heady days took on Ahle Hadith (with
whom he shared his Wahhabi creed) and crit-
icised their inertia with regard to jihad. Ahle
Hadith (Sajid Mir faction) hit back and dis-
cussed details about Lashkar-e-Taiba that no
one in Pakistan dared discuss for fear of the
state. One 1993 cassette containing the
khutba-e-juma in Faisalabad of Qari Abdul
Hafeez of Ahle Hadith (Sajid Mir faction) de-
scribed the activities of Lashkar-e-Taiba that
could only be condoned in deference toiits ef-
fective participation in the covert war in
Kashmir.”

The charges levelled by Qari Hafeez can
be summarised as follows. “Despite the fact
that the leaders of Lashkar-e-Taiba held that
a boy going for jihad did not need the per-
mission of his parents, their own sons did not
go to jihad because ‘their mothers did not
give permission’; that the Abu Jandal Group
of the Lashkar looted banks in Pakistanin the

(wrongly attributed) tradition of a
Companion of the Prophet (PBUH) who used
to loot caravans to strengthen Islam; that
members of the Lashkar abducted Barelvi
girls and kept them as slaves, claiming that
Hafiz Saeed had allowed the custom of keep-
ing slave girls; and that colossal sums of
money gathered in the name of jihad were
pocketed by the leaders of Lashkar.”

The pressure this month to “do some-
thing” has come from the Paris-based
Financial Action Task Force (FATF), which, last
year, placed Pakistan on its “grey list” of coun-
tries with inadequate controls over money-
laundering and terrorism-financing. The in-
ternational watchdog gave Pakistan an
October 2019 deadline “to improve its efforts
against terrorism-financing” if it didn’t want
to end up on the black list. The United States
had offered $10 million for Hafiz Saeed’s
head; Pakistan finally offered it on a platter
and, as quid pro quo, got the US to declare the
Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) a terror-
istorganisation. The BLA has been India’s tit-
for-tat response for the Pakistani “nonstate
actors” attacking inside India.

The “case” Pakistan pretended to run
against Hafiz Saeed’s strongman, Lakhwi,
had come to nothing for “lack of evidence”.
Yet, Geo TV's anchor, Kamran Khan, in his
November 12, 2012 programme had re-
vealed that Pakistani officials had told the
anti-terrorism court judge, Chaudhry
Habibur Rehman, on November 10, 2012,
that terrorists who attacked and killed over
166 innocent people in Mumbai on
November 26, 2012, belonged to Lashkar-e-
Taiba and that they had trained in various
cities of Pakistan. The mastermind of this at-
tack, Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi, was under trial
at Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi.

The writer is consulting editor,
Newsweek Pakistan

A CONVENIENT DISSENT

Mahua Moitra’s critique of PM Modi is selective, would fit CM Mamata Banerjee

ARCHNA SHUKLA

THE ALLEGATIONS of plagiarism against
Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra with
regard to her maiden speech in Parliament
are puerile. Moitra’s speech is not a piece of
literature or a research paper to which orig-
inality is sacrosanct. She made a political
speech in which she used some arguments to
establish a premise. That her arguments
were borrowed neither weakens her prem-
ise nor delegitimises it.

For the uninitiated, Moitra mounted a
spirited attack on the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led government in her
speechin Parliament on June 25.She argued
that fascism was on the rise in India under
PM Modi’s reign and listed seven points to
substantiate her argument.

It wasn’t the first time the Modi govern-
ment was called fascist. It wasn’t the first
time issues such as a rise in nationalism, an
increase in hate crimes, subjugation of the
media, and disdain for intellectuals were
raised in Parliament. Yet, Moitra’s sharp artic-
ulation of these points along with her gutsy
call — that her voice of dissent be defended
against that of “professional hecklers” — in-
side Parliament, caught people’s attention.

Two days later, some eager beaver found
a 2017 article published by the US-based
Washington Monthly that cited a poster in the
US Holocaust Museum that had listed 12
early signs of fascism in a country. Indeed,
Moitra had picked seven of her points from
this poster. Post this discovery, Moitra’s de-
tractors went on a rampage, alleging her
speech was plagiarised and called it an un-
precedented incident in the history of
Parliament.

It is the stark similarities —
between what Moitra
described as the signs of
fascism in Modi’s India and
Banerjee’s West Bengal —
that make her speech
puzzling and beg the
question: Why would
Moitra let out a war cry
against Modji’s fascism and
remain a flag bearer of
Banerjee’s brand of politics
when, inherently, the two are
the same? It is her selective
condemnation that makes
her speech dishonest and
hurts the spirit of dissent she
invoked in Parliament.
Raising dissent when
convenient is unprincipled
opportunism.

While the allegations of plagiarism do
seem like a desperate attempt to discredit a
bright and young MP, who definitely stood
out in the midst of a largely dull and weak
Opposition, there is a fundamental problem
with her speech.

There is nothing in Moitra’s entire ora-
tion that would seem out of place if it were to
be repeated, as it is, in the West Bengal
Assembly against her current political men-
tor and Trinamool Congress president
Mamata Banerjee.

From using the state’s entire adminis-
trative machinery as an extension of her
party to perpetrating a culture of sub-na-
tionalism, from complete intolerance to dis-
sent to calls for extreme revenge against ri-
vals, from attacks on artists and cultural
organisations to sustained political violence,
the numerous chit fund scams, and,
Banerjee’s alleged patronage to those be-
hind the scams — all these would qualify as
signs of fascism, as listed in the poster in the
Holocaust Museum that Moitra took inspi-
ration from for her speech.

The most ironic among these was
Moitra’s forceful accusation with regard to
the subjugation or the controlling of mass
media by “one man”, a reference to Modi,
in the country. She comes from a state that
can be a textbook case in how the media is
used to serve politics. The Rose Valley and
Saradha scams in West Bengal, which have
financial fraud and diverse news businesses
at their core, are instances of a dangerous
nexus between corporate power, media and
the state.

Itis the stark similarities — between what

Jury 5,1979, FOorTY YEARS AGO

URS’S CONGRESS

The convention of Congressmen convened
by Devaraj Urs scored a striking success in
fusing the hearts of all Congressmen op-
posed to Indira Gandhi and paved the way
for an early session of the pre-1978 split ses-
sion of the AICC. This will in turn formalise
the unity of the two Congresses and prepare
the ground for former Congressmen — now
in other parties — also to come under the
banner of the Indian National Congress.
Sceptics who doubted the success of the con-
vention were surprised as speaker after
speaker not only upheld the unity idea but
also showered praise on Urs for taking the
lead in making this fusion possible.

ALCOHOL AS FUEL

ATEAM OF experts is going to Brazil to study
various aspects of the use of alcohol as fuel for
automobiles in place of petrol. The petroleum
and chemicals ministry has decided to try to
find substitutes for gasoline following the
steep rise in crude prices and the problem of
its availability. Brazil has successfully experi-
mented with blending alcohol with petrol for
use in automobiles without any engine reno-
vation or adaptation of the carburettors.
According toreports, ablend containing upto
20 per cent alcohol can give good results and
lead to saving of fuel. The ministry has inten-
sified research within India to examine the
best combination for the blend. IIT Delhi and

Moitra described as the signs of fascism in
Modi’s India and Banerjee’s West Bengal —
that make her speech puzzling and beg the
question: Why would Moitra let out a war
cry against Modi's fascism and remain a flag
bearer of Banerjee’s brand of politics when,
inherently, the two are the same?

It is her selective condemnation that
makes her speech dishonest and hurts the
spirit of dissent she invoked in Parliament.
Raising dissent when convenient is unprin-
cipled opportunism.

Also, it can’t be her case that only the rob-
ber with the bigger heist be hanged. If rob-
bery is a crime, then big or small don’t
matter.

Moitra, however, was unerring in claim-
ing the space the Opposition has got inside
the current Parliament. To borrow her words,
the totality of the mandate the BJP hasin the
House does demand that the Opposition’s
right to speak and be heard are uncondition-
ally defended.

At the same time, the Opposition needs
more than well-structured speeches to de-
fend its space. A professionally brilliant
speech invoking ideal political principles
might tug at the mind-strings of those who
get easily taken in by attributes such as clear
articulation and a polished persona —add to
that, impeccable English. Butit won’t cutice
with those whose world is more real and re-
moved from ideal philosophies.

If Parliament is not a space for profes-
sional hecklers, it shouldn’t become a refuge
for professional orators either.

The writer is a Delhi-based journalist

the Faridabad Research and Development
Centre of the Indian Oil Corporation have been
entrusted with this task.

CHINA SLOWDOWN

IN AN UNUSUAL fit of frankness, China’s
leaders have told the nation’s 960 million
people that they face three years of tight
budgets, hard work and economic readjust-
ment before they can resume the “new leap
forward” towards industrial modernisation.
However, Premier Hua Guofeng delivered a
glowing report to the second session of the
fifth National People’s Congress as to how
well the economy had recovered from the
near-collapse of 1976.
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A new deal for Kashmir

Constitutional concessions have failed to facilitate the Valley’s
assimilation with India. The rules of engagement need to change

ABHINAV KUMAR

IT HAS BEEN nearly three decades since the
separatist movement in Kashmir, simmering
beneath the surface right from the accession
of Kashmir in 1948 itself, turned into a full-
blown armed insurgency. It is a conflict that
has led to three-and-a-half wars as well as this
insurgency that is well into adulthood.
Kashmir has been the stage for two nuclear
armed neighbours to play their own 21st cen-
tury blood-soaked version of the Great Game.
Itis a game that has been encouraged by, and
has in equal measure, exasperated the great
powers that have jostled for space and pri-
macy through the Cold War and the post Cold
War international order. Like Berlin, Beirut
and Afghanistan, Kashmir too has come to oc-
cupy a strange place in geopolitics. Each one
of us imagines and inhabits a different ver-
sion of Kashmir. Not just geographically, but
metaphorically too, Kashmir stands at the in-
tersection of many different forces. Any solu-
tion that aspires for lasting peace has to grap-
ple with this complexity. In the middle of this
strategic and historical jigsaw puzzle, we who
fight for the idea of India in Kashmir face some
tough choices.

To get a first-hand feel of its contradic-
tions, all one has to do is drive through the
length and breadth of the Valley. There are
daily traffic jams in Srinagar. The major high-
ways and other arterial roads are choked with
traffic. The entire Valley, especially the met-
ropolitan area of Srinagar, is buzzing with
construction activity. Barring the most re-
mote mountains, all the dwellings thatI have
seen are twin storeys and made from con-
struction materials that signal a minimum
standard of economic well-being. Whatever
is driving the militancy in Kashmir, it is cer-
tainly not economic deprivation.

On the flip side, armed personnel wearing
different shades of the uniform are visible at
all major intersections and at major intervals
on the national highways. Every few days,
fierce gun battles take place in the few
hotspots of South Kashmir. The moulvis keep
spewing bile against India by reading out
from sermons scripted for them by their han-
dlers in the ISI. The Joint Resistance
Leadership keeps calling for bandhs.
However, post Pulwama and Balakot, the re-
sponse to these bandhs has been muted. Itis
almost as if there is a collective, though
muted, realisation that pushing things be-
yond the brink between India and Pakistan
would be a disaster for the Valley. The bulk
of the militant struggle appears to have
shifted to social media. As on date, the jihad
in Kashmir is 90 per cent virtual and 10 per
cent real. This has to be the most unusual war
zone that has seen almost three decades of
violence and unrest. It is a puzzle where the
pieces are constantly changing shape so that
they never quite fit together.

Undoubtedly, these years of insurgency
have extracted a terrible toll in human lives. As
per official records, nearly 50,000 people have
lost their lives. This includes nearly 23,000
militants, nearly 6,000 security forces and
over 20,000 civilians. Clearly, this level of vi-
olence hasimposed terrible costs, human, so-
cial and economic, on all sides. The current
status quo, with its high levels of deployment
by Indian security forces, and the occasional
spectacular terror strike by jihadi terrorists,
cannot be our final destination in Kashmir.

Broadly speaking, there are three options
before us in Kashmir. The firstis whatI call the
attrition-driven approach. In this approach,
India does not make any changes to the consti-
tutional relationship with Kashmir. But it
maintains an unrelenting security posture in
the Valley. That s to say the current status quo,

which requires an extensive and expensive
counter insurgency grid in Kashmir, is the
lesser evil of all possible scenarios. According
to this school of thought, India can easily live
with the current level of casualties and eco-
nomic costs involved in maintaining our pres-
ence in Kashmir. Eventually, the expectation
is that a war-weary and traumatised popula-
tion will tire out. It is further hoped that the
lack of local support caused by weariness will
persuade the jihadi separatists and their men-
torsin Pakistan to back off and the insurgency
will fade away.

The second approach is one advocated by
a very vocal section of our intelligentsia and
civil society. I call it the abdication approach.
According to this view, India has a very weak
legal and moral case in Kashmir. It sees
Kashmiris as perpetual victims and the
Indian state and its agencies as permanent
villains. Therefore, lasting peace in Kashmir
can be achieved only by conceding all the de-
mands of Kashmiri separatists, which may
range from complete autonomy to outright
independence or merger with Pakistan. This
approach glosses over the views of the peo-
ple of Jammu and Ladakh. It also ignores the
repercussions for the idea of India. What im-
pact would the secession of Kashmir have on
other sub national aspirations based on eth-
nicity, language, and religion? And given that
Islamist ideology has been a key driver of the
militancy in Kashmir, what would it do to
Hindu-Muslim relations in the rest of the
country? The aftermath of such a separation
would make the original Partition of India,
with its million casualties, look like a picnic.

The third approach is one that was com-
pletely off the table for the first 70 years of in-
dependent India but is increasingly talked
about.I callit the assimilation approach. It rests
on the belief that the separatist sentiment that
has been a feature of Kashmiri politics since
1948 and the militancy that has raged in the
state since 1990, both draw sustenance from

THE Urdu PRESS

“Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern took charge
and empathised” with the community.

Munsif on June 26 has an editorial titled
‘Hujoomi Tashaddud?’(mob violence). The
newspaper expresses says that minorities be-
lieved that things “would improve after the
polls, and the fear in the hearts of minorities
would ebb. PM Modi had said before he took
his oath a second time that his government
would work towards the progress of 130 crore
people. He had also taken the name of minori-
ties and Muslims and said that we don’t treat
them like a vote bank as others do. He had ac-
knowledged that they have the right to better
their lives... The PM also said the government
would pierce the veil of deception the Muslim
had been kept under.” But within days, says
the editorial, circumstances again “disap-
pointed Minorities.”

On July 2, Munsif returns to the theme of
lynching. It says: “We need the government
to make a serious note of all this and prohibit
terror-inducing situations and dehshat-pasand
log (terror-friendly people) by enacting a law
whereitis prohibited to force people to chant
slogans. Such people who force others to do
this must get life imprisonment and even
death may be considered. Non-baliable war-

LyNCH MOBS

SIASAT, IN ITS June 28 editorial, takes up the
lynching of Tabrez Ansari in Jharkhand. The
paper believes that “the prime minister spoke
in Parliament using Tabrez Ansari as an ex-
cuse. While he appeared to be wanting to con-
demn the murder, he ended up defending the
Jharkhand government”. The editorial asserts
that “thisis akind of a political statement and
the PM has tried to evade responsibility. He
did not make it clear that as the leader of the
BJP, will he put pressure on the Jharkhand gov-
ernment and force them to act?”

Aagon June 27 has an editorial titled, ‘Phir
kisi Shaista ka suhaag naujade’, referring again
to Tabrez Ansari’s wife. The editorial records
that 24-year-old Ansari was killed by amob. It
says: “Itis sad that the cowards decided to pro-
claim the act of violence loudly and put outa
video where along with him, women are vis-
ible too and all are watching the events unfold
fearlessly.” The paper is of the opinion that as
“women the world over are expected to be
loving, but in Tabrez’s case how did they be-
come so harsh and hard? This merits con-
cern.” The editorial goes onto invoke the anti-
Muslim killings in New Zealand and how the

The separatist sentiment
that has been a feature of
Kashmiri politics since 1948
and the militancy that has
raged in the state since 1990,
both draw sustenance from
the constitutional
arrangements, namely
Articles 35 A and 370, that
have defined Kashmir’s
relationship with India.
Without dismantling this
structure, separatism and
militancy will always strike
a chord among a large
section of the population

in the Valley.

rants must be issued against them and one of
the victims’ children must get a government
joband proper compensation.”

DILUTING ARTICLE 370

THE FORCE WITH which statements to re-
move Article 370 are being made by Union
ministers and those in the ruling party has
received much comment.

Inquilab on July 3 speaks of how “a sec-
tion of our politicians has always stood
against the grain of our Constitution”. The
paper is alluding to an accommodative and
far-sighted drawing up of Article 370, under
which Jammu and Kashmir acceded to India.
It says: “Amit Shah termed Article 370 as
temporary, but he was rebutted point by
point by former chief minister of the state,
Farooq Abdullah, who said that if the Article
is temporary, then the accession of the state
isalso temporary”. The paper elaborates that
“there is no doubt that Narendra Modi and
Shah aim to be like other strong leaders of
the country. In this quest, they think of
Sardar Patel as theirideal... they are perhaps
forgetting that even Sardar Patel could not
swing Jammu and Kashmir”.

Suvajit Dey
the constitutional arrangements, namely
Articles 35 A and 370, that have defined
Kashmir’s relationship with India. Without
dismantling this structure, separatism and
militancy will always strike a chord among a
large section of the population in the Valley.
Together, these Articles have frozen the de-
mography and politics of the state and skewed
it in favour of the Muslim majority from the
Kashmir Valley. Some of them favour azadi,
some favour a merger with Pakistan. And al-
most all of them have an issue accepting the
idea of India. Unless this structural dominance
of the Valley is dismantled, no amount of op-
erational successes can end the raging fire of
insurgency in Kashmir.

[ would argue that the time has come to
seriously consider the merits of the third ap-
proach. Could itlead to a period of extremely
violent public protests in Kashmir? Probably.
Does the Indian nation-state have the eco-
nomic heft, the military resources and the in-
ternational clout to get a grip on this pro-
longed period of unrest? Most certainly. It is
heartening that for the first time in our gen-
eral elections, the legal status of Kashmir oc-
cupied centrestage in public debate. The re-
sounding mandate given to the government
also appears to be a clear preference for al-
tering the fundamentals of Kashmir’s rela-
tionship with India. The concessions agreed
upon at the time of accession of Kashmir to
India were given in the expectation that they
would facilitate Kashmir’s complete assimi-
lation. The four decades of separatist politics
and three decades of violence that have fol-
lowed prove that it was an unrealistic expec-
tation. The time has come to change the rules
of engagement, not just militarily, as we saw
with Balakot, but also constitutionally. The
idea of India cannot be held indefinitely
hostage to the petulant fantasies of azadi.

The writeris an IPS officer serving in
Kashmir. Views are personal

Awadhnama on June 29 states that Amit
Shah should look ahead and not backwards.
The paper writes: “Shah at one level blames
the founder of modern India, Jawaharlal
Nehru, as being responsible for Kashmir, but
he himself cannot handle today’s Kashmir”
The paper links Kashmir and the situation
faced by Indian Muslims, since both are exclu-
sionary. It opines that: “The need of the hour
is to take Kashmiri youths into confidence and
ensure a river of progress flows there. India’s
Muslims, too, need to be guaranteed they will
be free from mob lynching. Mob lynchingis a
blot of the face of India.”

CutTING BoTH WAYS

IN A THOUGHTFUL editorial on July 3,
Roznama Rashtriya Sahara discusses social
media. It ends by drawing a line, between
social media, where non-journalists want
to put everything out, as opposed to jour-
nalists who must decide what must be put
out and how, social concern must be
weighed and awareness created without
just stoking negativity.

Compiled by Seema Chishti
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The fact is, while Pakistan has gone the extra mile to open channels for peace,
the Indian side has shown an arrogant indifference to resuming bilateral talks.”

—DAWN

On the edge of the
big league

Geopolitical leverage is no more limited to a few
countries. India too can project its soft power,
take smart, fast decisions

JANMEJAYA SINHA

TILL THE SOVIET Union collapsed in 1989,
it was a simpler world. There were two su-
perpowers. Militarily, it was clear that no
country could challenge either of them
and the superpowers were very wary of
each other. Both the countries competed
ceaselessly in space and their nuclear
might was unassailable. Economically, the
US’s strength was on display but till the
early Eighties, the economic power of
Soviet Union was largely assumed, till it
imploded. The US had much greater soft
power with Hollywood movies, sports
dominance and terrific universities that
accepted the best from other countries;
the Soviet Union lagged in soft power other
than in the Olympic medals tally.

In such a world, countries aligned with
one or the other superpower to different
degrees. Post World War II, Japan,
Germany and the UK were closely aligned
to the US and other western European na-
tions were also in the US camp through
NATO. India’s non-alignment post Indira
Gandhi became Soviet Union-leaning and
the US moved closer to Pakistan as a check
on the Soviets who had taken control of
Afghanistan. One could have argued India
made a bad choice, but frankly, we were
not very exciting to the US and strong
Soviet backing to India after the 1971 war
allowed the liberation of Bangladesh.

The Nineties were a tough time in India.
The collapse of the Soviet Union left us
weak internationally and our economic
policies had taken us into a major balance
of payments crisis in 1991. This was a bless-
ingin disguise as it forced us to review both
our economic policies and our global align-
ments. With an IMF assisted structural ad-
justment programme, many parts of the
economy were liberalised. After the initial
pain, we slowly moved away from the im-
port substituting industry model we had
followed and became a more market-
friendly economy.

The complete collapse of Afghanistan
post the Russian retreat destabilised the
country not least because of the actions of
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and US to install a
friendly regime. In this mess, the Taliban
emerged, much to the detriment of the
world. This unfettered meddling in
Afghanistan converted an anti-Soviet sen-
timent into an anti US (or more broadly
anti-foreign sentiment)and led to the cre-
ation of Osama Bin Laden. The 9/11 attacks
followed and with it the reassessment of
Pakistan as an ally by the US. The ISI's activ-
ities with al Qaeda and Taliban isolated
Pakistan substantially at a time when India
was looking for new friends and its econ-
omy started to look interesting.

Two forces dominated the geopolitical
contextin the first decade of the 21 century
— China and technology. China became the

second-largest economy in the world with
its GDP going from $1 trillion to $10 trillion
dollars in 15 years. At the same time, the
progress in technology was transformative
on the back of massive computing power,
ubiquitous high-speed connectivity, cheap
and unlimited storage and the creation and
capture of enough data to make machine
learning intelligent and powerful. As a re-
sult, technological power and cyber capa-
bilities also became a superpower compul-
sion. These two developments have led to
a change in the basis of power and geopo-
litical alignment in today’s world. It has all
happened in 15 years. Power now needs to
be evaluated on four levels — military, eco-
nomic, cyber and soft power.

Interestingly, now different countries
lead in different areas, making alignment
and geopolitics more complicated.
Militarily, it is still the the US and Russia in
the lead. China is a clear third. In terms of
economic power, the US leads followed by
China, and Russia does not figure. In the cy-
ber domain, five countries have established
positions - the US, China, Russia, Israel and
Iran and others are lagging. Consider the
Russian attack on the US elections, the pur-
ported cyber-attack by the US on Iran, the
banning of Huawei, Iranian cyber-attacks
on the Saudis and China’s great strength in
digital and artificial intelligence. In soft
power, the US leads but China and Russia
don’t really feature. In fact, India has a play.

If we just observe India’s actions, it is
comforting to note we are following a mul-
tilayered strategy, walking a complicated
tightrope. We continue to ally with Russia
on arms’ purchases with our purchase of
the S-400 Air Missile System, despite the
threat of American sanctions.
Economically, though, we are trying to get
closer to the US and are not fighting their
unilateral sanctions against Iran on oil, de-
spite the substantial impact on our balance
of payments. It is both sad and ironic that
despite our great capability in technology
and our big presence in Silicon Valley, we
lag in cyber preparedness at great risk to
ourselves. India’s movement on datalocal-
isation is needed. Even Europe has imposed
the GDPR. But overall, we need to act fast.

With soft power, India is doing better.
We are advancing with our music, food
and Bollywood and are going beyond West
Asia into the affluent Indian diasporain the
USand UK. Inanightclubin Seattle in early
June, I was surprised to see people danc-
ing to Bollywood music. Getting the UN to
recognise a World Yoga day has been a
master stroke by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. We saw the whole world practising
Yoga — at Times Square in New York, out-
side the Eiffel Tower in Paris, in many cities
in China and on top of the Opera House in
Sydney. Thisis a great first step but ourin-
bound tourism still lags behind.

If we act, we are well positioned. Faster
arms purchases, developing cyber capa-
bility and using technology to address ma-
jor gaps in education and healthcare are
needed. We have the opportunity but not
the right to become a third major power.
No one will give it to us. Can we work to-
wards taking it?

The writer is chairman, BCG India.
Views are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DISCIPLINE THE PARTY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The PM’s
message’ (IE, July 4).The prime minis-
ter’'s message was needed in oder to en-
sure discipline within his own party. B]P
workers must take his words seriously
because the Indore incident has tar-
nished image of the party. The unrepen-
tant attitude of Akash Vijayvargiya is
worrying and disciplinary action should
be taken against him.

Sanjay Chawla, Amritsar

(GENDER AND CASTE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Art From
Above’ (IE, July). The author brings to fore
theissue of discrimination and atrocities
targeting women across the social strata,
which has almost become a cliché.
Whereas areading of Dalit society in par-
ticular makes it explicit that, owing to
the lack of gender-based division of
labour and greater participation of
women in labour, besides the demo-
cratic nature of social relations within
the family and the community, Dalit
women have a certain level of autonomy
and freedom.

G Javaid Rasool, Lucknow

REVIVE CONGRESS

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Rahul quits
as Cong chief: Hard decisions, account-
ability needed’ (IE, July 4). Now that the
uncertainty around Rahul Gandhi’s res-
ignation has ended, the Congress
should start building an organisational

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.
Letter writers should
mention their postal
address and phone number.

THE WINNER RECEIVES
SELECT EXPRESS
PUBLICATIONS

structure that facilitates direct election
of the party leader by party workers. A
leader elected through such a massive
backing is bound to have competence
and credibility. Moreover, the decima-
tion of smaller caste-centric regional
parties that have been chipping away
at its vote bank offers the Congress a
good opportunity to regain the centre-
left political space. But this is only pos-
sible through a robust organisation.

S B Bhalerao, Mumbai
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In Kaiyuan area. AP

CHINA

Sixdead, 190
injured after
tornado strikes

Beijing: At least six peo-
ple were killed and over
190 injured in a tornado
that struck Kaiyuan City,
in northeast China's
Liaoning Province on
Wednesday. State-run
CGTNTV onThursday re-
ported that atleast 3,500
buildings were dam-
aged, and over 9,900
people were affected.
The report added that
the speed of the tornado
was estimated to be
about 23 metres per sec-
ond. State-run Xinhua
news agency reported
that out of the 190 in-
jured, 63 are still being
treated at six hospitals.

TUNISIA

Boat carrying
Africanmigrants
capsizes

Tunis: Dozens of African
migrants, who set off to
Europe from Libya on a
boat, capsized off the coast
of Tunisia on Wednesday,
according to a govern-
ment source and the
Tunisian Red Crescent.
Some of the four initial
survivors on Thursday told
the Tunisian coast guard
that the boat had sunk off
the town of Zarzis, said
Red Crescent official
Mongi Slim. One of the
four later died in a hospi-
tal, Slim added. A govern-
ment source said that sur-
vivors informed the
coastguard that dozens
had drowned.

FRANCE

Priest defrocked
forabusing

Boy Scouts

Paris: France's Catholic
Church pronounced a
priest guilty of sexually
abusing multiple Boy
Scouts over several years
and defrocked him on
Thursday. Bernard
Preynat, the priest, is be-
lieved to have abused as
many as 85 boys and faces
trial in a French court next
year. The church tribunal
said its internal investiga-
tion has found him to have
committed “criminal acts
of sexual character against
minors under 16”. Preynat
had already confessed to
abusing Boy Scouts during
the 1970s and 80s. The tri-
bunal stripped the priest of
his clerical status, citing re-
peated abuse and the large
number of victims.

Putin breaks silence on submarine

DESPITE EGYPTIAN PROTESTS
TUTANKHAMEN HEAD SET FOR AUCTION

Abrown quartzite head of young king Tutankhamen was due to be auctioned in London
with an estimate of more than $5 million Thursday; in the face of Egyptian demands for
its return. The more than 3,000-year-old sculpture, on display at Christie’s London auc-
tion house, shows the boy king taking the form of the ancient Egyptian god Amen

fire that killed 14: It was n-powered

Moscow gives out sketchy details,
minister says reactor was contained

ANDREW OSBORN &
ANDREY KUZMIN
MOSCOW, JULY 4

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putin disclosed on Thursday for
the first time that a secret mili-
tary submarine hit by a fatal fire
three days ago was nuclear-pow-
ered, prompting Russia’s defence
minister to assure him its reac-
tor had been safely contained.

Russia, which says the details
of the submarine involved in the
latest accident are classified, said
the fire took place on Monday,
although it was only officially
disclosed late on Tuesday.

Until Thursday there was no
official word either on whether
the vessel had a nuclear reactor,
despite intense interest from au-
thoritiesin neighbouring Norway.

Putin, in a Kremlin meeting
with Defence Minister Sergei
Shoigu, disclosed the fact that
the submarine had been nu-
clear-powered by asking Shoigu
about the reactor’s condition af-
ter the deadly fire.

“The nuclear reactor on the
vessel is completely isolated,”
Shoigu told Putin, accordingtoa
Kremlin transcript. “All the nec-
essary measures were taken by
the crew to protect the reactor
which is in complete working
order,” he added.

The fire erupted in the sub-
marine’s battery compartment,
Shoigu added, and later spread.

Irish lawyer
jailed for racially
abusing Al crew
found dead

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, JULY 4

AN IRISH international human
rights lawyer, who was jailed af-
ter being caught on camera hurl-
ing abusive rants at Air India
crew on a flight from Mumbai to
London, has been found dead
just days after her release from
prison in the UK.

Simone Burns, who was
sentenced to six months in
April after racially abusing and
spitting at the crew for being
refused alcohol mid-air last
year, is thought to have com-
mitted suicide.

The 50-year-old was released
from Bronzefield women’s
prison on licence, or parole, on
May 20 and was found dead at
the foot of the Beachy Head cliffs
in East Sussey, in the south-east
of England, 13 days later.

“The body of a woman found
at Beachy Head on June 1 has
been identified as Simone Burns
fromHove,” alocal Sussex Police
spokesperson said.

“The death is not being
treated as suspicious and the
next of kin have been informed.
The matter has been passed to
the coroner’s officer,” the
spokesperson said.

The barrister, who was born
in Belfast in Northern Ireland
and also used the surname
O’Broin, had pleaded guilty to
being drunk on an aircraft and
assault during a hearing at
[sleworth Crown Court in
London back in April. PTI

Opacity
draws flak

THE SLOW pace with
which Moscow has re-
leased information about
the submarine fire has
drawn comparisons to its
actions after the 1986
Chernobyl nuclear power
station disaster and the
2000 sinking of the nu-
clear-powered Kursk,
which claimed 118 lives.
This has led to inter-
national accusations
that Russian officials are
trying to cover up the full
details of the accident,
which killed 14 sailors as
they were carrying out
what the government
called a survey of the sea
floor near the Arctic.

“There has not been any for-
mal communication from Russia
to us about this,” said Per Strand,
adirector at Norwegian Radiation
and Nuclear Safety Authority
when asked if it had been in-
formed that the submarine was
nuclear-powered. REUTERS

Russian President Vladimir Putin meets Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu (below) at the

Kremlin in Moscow. AP

‘Ready to step
up disarmament
talks with US’

Rome: Russiais ready to step
up dialogue with the US
over disarmament and
strategic stability, President
Vladimir Putin said on
Thursday, adding he dis-
cussed these issues with
Donald Trump in Japan.
“Ithink reaching concrete
measures in the field of dis-
armament would contribute
to strengthen international
stability. Russia has the polit-
ical willingness to do it...”
Putin was reported as saying
inainterview. REUTERS

CAN BE FULLY REPAIRED
Shoigu, a close Putin ally,
told the Russian leader that
the secretive submarine,
which authorities said had
been operating in the
Barents Sea area, could and
would be fully repaired

DESIGNATION AS-31

A photograph of the
submarine’s crew
circulated on social media
Wednesday. A tribute
called them heroes and
said they had served on
board a nuclear-powered
deep-sea submersible
known as AS-31

AP

SPECIAL OPERATIONS
The submarine is made of a
series of inter-connected
spheres, which allow it to
resist water pressure at
great depths, military
experts have suggested it is
capable of probing and
possibly severing undersea
communications cables

Battle of the Brexit budgets: UK PM
candidates’ spending promises

Boris Johnson and Jeremy Hunt are competing to bolster their bids to become Britain’s next PM by
proposing higher public spending and tax cuts — a sudden ease in the country’s grip on public finances

M Increase the
income tax higher-
rate threshold to
80,000 pounds
from 50,000
pounds — 9 billion
pounds

M Raise the threshold at
which people start to pay
National Insurance — 11
billion pounds if the
threshold for employees
and self-employed is raised
to0 12,500 pounds a year.
Raising the threshold for

employers too
would cost more

M Raise school
spending with an
overall package of
around 4.6 billion
pounds.

M End public sector pay
freezes — 5.4 billion pounds
if pay goes up by 3 per cent.

M Hire an extra 20,000
police officers — 1.1 billion
pounds

31.1 BiLLION POUNDS

THE TOTAL EXPENDITURE PER YEAR

M Cut 19 per cent
corporate tax rate

to 12.5 per cent —

13 billion pounds.

Hunt has said this is

the only immediate
spending

commitment he

would deliver in the event
of a no-deal Brexit

M Raise the threshold at
which people start to

pay National Insurance
Contributions — 11 billion
pounds if the threshold

for employees

and self-employed
israised to 12,500
pounds ayear.
Raising the
threshold for
employers too
would cost more.

M Raise defence spending —
15 billion pounds

M Cut the interest rate

on student loans to RPI
rate of inflation — 1 billion
pounds

4() BiLLION POUNDS

THE TOTAL EXPENDITURE PER YEAR

CHINESE MEDIA SLAMS “WESTERN IDEOLOGUES’

UK denies backing violent Hong Kong protests

COSTASPITAS &
BEN BLANCHARD
LONDON/BEIJING, JULY 4

BRITISH FOREIGN Secretary
Jeremy Hunt said Thursday he
had not backed violent protests
in Hong Kong, after Chinese state
media blamed “Western ideo-
logues” for fomenting unrest in
the former British colony.
Hundreds of protesters broke
into the Hong Kong legislature

A pro-Beijing supporter and
a pro-Democracy supporter
tussle in Hong Kong. AP

Monday after a demonstration
marking the anniversary of the
return to Chinese rule in 1997 un-
der a “one country, two systems”
formula that includes freedoms
not enjoyed in mainland China,
including the right to protest.
China hasstepped up thewarof
words, especially after Huntwarned
of consequences if China neglects
commitments made when it took
back Hong Kong to allow its way of
life for at least 50 years. State me-
dia in particular has blamed

‘AS I WRITE THESE WORDS... WHO WILL BELIEVE WHAT I AM TELLING YOU?’

For an artist at Auschwitz, a challenge: Stepping into the past, not on it

MARC SANTORA
OSWIECIM, JULY 4

THE LETTER to Daniel
Libeskind’s father arrived shortly
after the war ended. His sister,
Rozia, informed him that his
family was dead. She was the
only one of 10 siblings to survive
Auschwitz. Over three handwrit-
ten pages in Yiddish, she detailed
the horrors they endured.

“As I write these words,” she
concluded, “who will believe
what [ am telling you?”

As the 75th anniversary of
the liberation of the world’s
largest factory of death ap-

proaches, Libeskind, the archi-
tect and artist, returned to the
site of his family’s destruction,
doing his part to be sure that her
words — and the words of other
witnesses — are both believed
and not forgotten.

Working with photographer
Caryl Englander and curator
Henri Lustiger Thaler of the
Amud Aish Memorial Museum
in New York, Libeskind was at
the Auschwitz-Birkenau State
Museum on Monday to open a
new temporary exhibit —
“Through the Lens of Faith” —
near the entrance to the camp.

“It is a strange and remark-
able experience for me,”

Libeskind said the day before the
exhibit opened.

“You need to have art to com-
municate an idea.” But he came
to see that nothing he did should
take away the focus from the
place itself. “Whatever you do,
you have to communicate where
you are,” he said.

Borninahomeless shelterin
the industrial city of Lodz in
1946, Libeskind spent his child-
hood in the postwar ruins of
Poland under the heel of com-
munist rule. He returned as one
of the world’s most well-known
architects, having worked on
projects around the world, in-
cluding the complicated assign-

Visitors at the art installation at the Auschwitz-Birkenau
Memorial and Museum in Poland. NYT

London, Washington and other
Western capitals for offering suc-
cour to the demonstrators.
“Ideologues in Western gov-
ernments never cease in their
efforts to engineer unrest
against governments that are
not to their liking, even though
their actions have caused mis-
ery and chaos in country after
country in Latin America,
Africa, the Middle East and
Asia,” the official China Daily
said in an editorial. REUTERS

ment of overseeing the rebuild-
ing project at ground zero after
the destruction of the World
Trade Center on Sept 11, 2001.
When the government
passed a broadly written law last
year making it illegal to accuse
the Polish nation of complicity
in the Holocaust, setting off out-
rage in both the United States
and Israel, the museum found it-
self thrust uncomfortably into
the middle of the maelstrom.
The law was later weakened.
But the director of the mu-
seum, Piotr M A Cywinski, came
under attack from conservative
groups.Hewasaccused of “threat-
ening” Polish historical memory;,
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The oil tanker, near Gibraltar on Thursday. Reuters

Tehran fumes as
UK seizes tanker
due to sanctions

KATEHOLTON &
JONATHAN SAUL
LONDON, JULY 4

BRITISH ROYAL Marines seized
an oil tanker in Gibraltar on
Thursday accused of bringing oil
to Syria in violation of EU sanc-
tions, a dramatic step that could
escalate confrontation between
the West and Iran.

The Grace 1 tanker was im-
pounded in the British territory
at the mouth of the
Mediterranean Sea after sailing
around Africa from Middle East.

Shipping data reviewed by
Reuters suggests it had been
loaded with Iranian oil off the
coast of Iran, although its docu-
ments say the oil is from neigh-
bouring Iraq. The authorities in
Gibraltar made no reference to
the source of the oil when they
seized it under the authority of
European sanctions against Syria
that have beenin place for years.

But the likelihood that the
cargo was Iraniandrew a link be-
tween the incident and a new
U.S. effort to halt all global sales
of Iranian crude, which Tehran
has described as an illegal “eco-
nomic war” against it.

European countries have tried
stay neutral in that confrontation,
which saw the US call off air
strikes against Iran just minutes
before impact last month, and

Iran summons
envoy for
‘illegal seizure’

Dubai: Iran summoned
the British ambassadorin
Tehran over the "illegal
seizure" of an Iranian oil
tanker in Gibraltar on
Thursday, Iranian state TV
quoted Foreign Ministry
spokesman Abbas
Mousavi as saying. British
Royal Marines seized an
oil tanker in Gibraltar on
Thursday accused of
bringing oil to Syria in vi-
olation of EU sanctions, a
dramatic step that could
escalate confrontation
between the West and
Iran. REUTERS

Tehran amass stocks of enriched
uranium banned under a 2015
nuclear deal. In a statement, the
Gibraltar government said it had
reasonable grounds to believe
that the Grace 1 was carrying its
shipment of crude oil to the
Baniyas refinery in Syria.

“That refinery is the property
of an entity that is subject to
European Union sanctions against
Syria,” Gibraltar Chief Minister
Fabian Picardo said. REUTERS

Libyan guards shot
at migrants fleeing

air strikes,

TOMMILES
GENEVA, JULY 4

THE UNITED Nations said on
Thursday it had information that
Libyan guards shot at refugees
and migrants trying to flee from
air strikes that killed at least 53
people, including six children, in
a migrant detention centre.
Areport from the UN Office for
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs(OCHA)said there were two
air strikes late on Tuesday, one hit-
tinganunoccupied garage and one
hitting a hangar containing around
120 refugees and migrants.
“There are reports that fol-
lowing the first impact, some
refugees and migrants were fired
upon by guards as they tried to
escape,” the OCHA report said.
Bodies were still being recov-
ered from the rubble, the report
said, suggesting the death toll
could rise. There are still about
500 people at the detention cen-
tre at Tajoura, east of Tripoli, with
four Nigerians set for release to
the Nigerian embassy on
Thursday and a plan for 31

and around 10,000 people signed
a petition calling for his firing,

The museum faces a tricky
balancing act: It must commem-
orate an unspeakable atrocity
without appearing to claim re-
sponsibility forit.

Many Poles, whatever their
political beliefs, fear that as time
goes by, the death camp will be-
come more associated with
Poland than with the Germans
who ran it. Unlike many of its
neighbours, Poland did not es-
tablish a collaborationist govern-
ment during the war.

Englander photographed
each person, hoping to show
their vitality. Thaler chose ex-

says UN

The UN has repeatedly
said Libyais nota
safe place for migrants
tobe sentback to

women and children to be sent
to the UN refugee agency’s de-
partures facility in Tripoli.

Libya is one of the main de-
parture points for African mi-
grants fleeing poverty and war
to reach Italy by boat, but many
are intercepted at sea and
brought back by the Libyan coast
guard, with EU approval.

The 53 dead was the highest
publicly reported toll from an air
strike or shelling since eastern
forces under Khalifa Haftar
launched a ground and aerial of-
fensive three months ago to take
Tripoli, the base of Libya’s interna-
tionally recognised government
in the northwest of the country.

“The number of civilian ca-
sualties caused by the conflict
has almost doubled as the result
of this single attack,” the OCHA
report said. REUTERS

cerpts from the interviews, 200
words to try to capture the
essence of their story. It was left
to Libeskind to design an exhibit
that translated that somewhat
abstract notion into reality.

He designed a series of verti-
cal steel panels to form a path
leading to the entrance of the mu-
seum. Each panel contains a re-
cessed section where Englander’s
portraits are displayed. In front is
darkglass, etched with the words
chosen by Thaler, whose family
was also from Poland and was
nearly wiped out in the Holocaust.

Thaler called the exhibit “tes-
timony to the resiliency of the
human spirit.” NYT
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‘DWARF FIRMS’ CONTRIBUTION TO EMPLOYMENT ISONLY 14%0

Attention on MSMEs, especially young firms,

to create more jobs and raise productivity

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 4

THE COUNTRY should focus on
policies to unshackle micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) to create more jobs and
raise productivity, with a special
focus on promoting young firms
that have the potential to turn big
rather than MSME firms which re-
main small, the Economic Survey
for 2018-19, which was tabled in
Parliament Thursday, said. The
Survey also suggested deregulat-
ing labour law restrictions to cre-
ate more jobs, citing the recent
changes in Rajasthan.

To unshackle MSMEs and
thereby to enable them to grow,
all size-based incentives must
have a sunset clause of less than
ten years with necessary grand-
fathering, the Survey said.

The Survey said that the per-
ception that small firms are signif-
icantjob creatorsis notatruerep-
resentation as small firms destroy
jobs as much as they create. The
Survey said ‘dwarf firms (with
less than 100 workers and more
than 10 years old) account for
more than 50 per cent of all organ-
ised firms in manufacturing by
number, but their contribution to
employment is only 14 per cent

Well designed
minimum wage
system can
‘help reduce
inequalities’

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 4

THE ECONOMIC Survey 2018-19,
released today, makes a strong
case forrationalising and stream-
lining the current minimum wage
architecture in the country. Thisis
inline with the revised version of
the code on wages bill approved
by the Union Cabinet on
Wednesday. A well designed min-
imum wage system can help “re-
duce inequalities in income,
bridge gender gaps and alleviate
poverty,” says the survey, penned
by chief economic adviser KV
Subramanian.

Over the past decades, the
minimum wage system in India
has expanded greatly, thereby in-
creasing the complexity of the
system. Currently, there are
around 429 scheduled employ-
ments and 1,915 scheduled job
categories of unskilled workers for
which minimum wages are spec-
ified. This expansion has led to
variations not just withinbutalso
across states. But despite this pro-
liferation of minimum wages,
“oneinevery three wage workers
in India has fallen through the
crack and is not protected by the
minimum wage law,” it noted.

To address these issues, the
survey recommends a simplified
architecture where minimum
wages are fixed based on either
thelevel of skill — different wages
for unskilled, semi-skilled, skilled
and highly skilled — or geograph-
ical regions or both. This simpli-
fied structure is expected to bring
down number of minimum
wages in India to 300 from about
2,500 wage rates that exist today.

Under this architecture, the
Centre would notify a “national
floor minimum wage” that could
vary across the five geographical
regions that were determined by
the Expert Committee formed to
design the methodology for fixing
the national minimum wage. This
national wage would serve as a
“floor wage”, ensuring uniformity
across the country, and that min-
imum wages of states are not
lower than the national wage.
States, though, would have the op-
tion of fixing wages at higher lev-
els. The Survey has also recom-
mended that the minimum wage
be regularly adjusted.

Presumably, this adjustment
would be based on the consumer
price index for industrial workers.
Ithasalso suggested that the min-
imumwage be extended toall the
sectors.

Shifting to this architecture
would bring about uniformity in
minimum wages across the coun-
try, making “all states almost
equally attractive from the point
of view of labour cost for invest-
ment as well as reduce distress
migration,” notes the Survey.

and to productivity is amere 8 per
cent. Whereas, large firms (more
than 100 employees) account for
75 per cent employment and
close to 90 per cent of productiv-
ity despite accounting for about
15 per cent by number.

“Perverse incentives” target-
ing “dwarf” companies must be
replaced with prioritising start-
upsand “infant” firms, it said. “Our
policies — across the board - pro-
tect and foster dwarfs rather than
infants...these policies create a
“perverse” incentive for firms to
remain small. If the firms grow be-
yond the thresholds that these
policies employ, then they will be
unable to obtain the said benefits.
Therefore, rather than grow the
firm beyond the said threshold,
entrepreneurs find it optimal to
starta new firm to continue avail-
ing these benefits,” it said.

It added that labour legisla-
tions which exempt firms with
less than 100 employees to get
permission from the government
before retrenching their employ-
ees, incentivises a large majority
of firms to prefer to be below the
threshold of 100 employees.

Citing the example of
Rajasthan, the Survey said the av-
erage number of firms with 100
employees or more was similar for
Rajasthanand therest of the coun-

“Perception that small
firms are significant job
creators is not a true
representation as small
firms destroy jobs as
much as they create”

try, but after the law change in
2014-15, the number of firms with
100employees or more increased
at a significantly higher rate in
Rajasthan than in the rest of the
country. The Survey suggested us-
ing Aadhaar to promote age-
based incentives to firms. “Misuse
of the age based criterion can be
easily avoided using Aadhaar. For
instance, if a promoter starts a
new firm, utilizes the benefits for
ten years when the age-based pol-
icyisavailable and then closes the
firm to startanew one to avail the
age-based benefits through this
new firm, then the Aadhaar of the
promoter can alert authorities
about this misuse,” it said.

The survey calls for focus on
high employment elastic sectors
such as chemicals and chemical
products, textiles and leather &
leather products toenhance direct
credit flow to sectors that can cre-
ate the most jobs in the economy

and service sectors like tourism.
“According to the extant policy,
certain targets have been pre-
scribed for banks forlending tothe
micro, smalland medium (MSME)
sector that exacerbates perverse
incentives to firms to remain
small,” the Survey said. According
to priority sector lending (PSL)
guidelines, 7.5 per cent of adjusted
net bank credit or credit equiva-
lent amount of off-balance sheet
exposure, whichever is higher is
applicable to micro enterprises.
Under MSME's PSL targets, it is
necessary to prioritise ‘start-ups’
and ‘infants’ in high employment-
elastic sectors, it said.

The focus also must be on
service sectors such as tourism,
which has high spillover effectson
other sectors such as hotel & cater-
ing, transport, real estate, enter-
tainment etc. Identifying and pro-
moting tourist spots for
developmentwill help create jobs,
itsaid. “Itis possible toidentify 10
tourism spotsineach of the larger
20 states and 5 spots in the 9
smaller states and build road and
air connectivity in these tourist at-
tractions, which would boost eco-
nomic activity along the entire
route and would also reduce the
migration of the rural labour force
who form a major proportion of
the total labour force,” it said.

‘Small firms’ proportion in organised
manufacturing at around 85%’

Small firms dominate economic landscape, but their contribution of small firms to
output and employment in manufacturing sector is insignificant. The proportion of
small firms in organised manufacturing at around 85 per cent. However, small firms
accounted for 23 per cent of total employment in organized manufacturing in 2016-17

CLASSIFICATION OF STATES AS FLEXIBLE & INFLEXIBLE BASED ON LABOUR RESTRICTIONS

Overall Score

Index High: Flexible States

Note: Averages are computed for Rajasthan and for the Rest of India (Rol) separately.
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The 7% growth pegged
by the Economic Survey
for2019-20isa
pragmatic target and
with theright policy
leversin place, we can
step up growth to sustain
an average growth rate of
8% over next S years”

CHANDRAJIT BANERJEE
DIRECTOR GENERAL, Cl!

7% growth projections
for the current fiscal, as
stated in the Economic
Survey, on back of
investment revival and
rural consumption, point
towards a cautious
optimism about the
economy, but the
economic survey

clearly outlines that India
would need at least 8%
annualgrowthtobea
$5 trillion economy by
2024-25"

B KGOENKA
PRESIDENT, ASSOCHAM

THIS DISPELS the
common notion that
small firms generate
most employment.
“Small firms may
generate a higher
number of new jobs.
However, they
destroy as many jobs
aswell,” Survey for
2018-19said

NO MAJOR labour
reforms were
initiated by states
from 2007 to 2014.In
2014, Rajasthan was
first state that
introduced labour
reforms in the major
Acts. With 2014 as the
cut-off year, flexible
states include those
states that score 20 or
moreoutofa
maximum score of
50, that s, states that
have reduced
transaction costs by
atleast40 per cent

DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT ACROSS FIRMS BY FIRM SIZE

80
70
60
50
A}
0 & 2010-11 2016-17 N
30
oq o0
e | 3 3
— —
10
0
0to49 50t099 Above 99

Firm size ( Number of Employees)

The Subramanians: KV carries through legacy
of Arvind, with more grounded projections

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

NEARLY SEVEN months after his
appointment as Chief Economic
Adviser, Krishnamurthy V
Subramanian broadly carried
forward the legacy of his prede-
cessor, Arvind Subramanian,
while presenting the Economic
Survey 2018-19 by sticking to a
colour-themed Survey copy and
presentation enlisting the key
points from the Survey.

The survey, the first by the
new chief economic adviser
Krishnamurthy V. Subramanian,
however, is more realistic in its
assessments, especially with re-
spect to the macroeconomic
prospects. In noting that “India’s
economic growth will rebound
from afive-year low this year, but
would need “a huge boost” in
spending and reforms to acceler-
ate higher rate of expansion to
double the economy’s size to $5

‘Invoke pious obligation doctrine
to make people pay their debts’

New Delhi: Invoke the doc-
trine of “pious obligation” as
well as blend principles of be-
havioural economics with
spiritual norm to tackle tax
evasion and wilful defaults,
suggests Economic Survey.
Bringinginasense of nov-
elty into the survey, that pro-
vides a detailed picture of the
economy in 2018-19 and the

trillion by 2024-25", his assess-
ment is in sharp contrast to his
predecessor Arvind
Subramanian’s first survey,
which had gone on to proclaim
that “India has reached a sweet
spot — rare in the history of na-
tions — in which it could finally
be launched on a double-digit,
medium-term growth trajec-

way ahead, tenets of
Hinduism, Islam and
Christianity have been cited
extensively to tackle debt
woes and tax evasion.

Such suggestions find a
place the chapter titled ‘Policy
forHomo Sapiens, Not Homo
Economicus: Leveraging the
Behavioural Economics of
“Nudge™. PTI

tory”.

Where the two are similar is
in the flavour and feel is in resort-
ing to acronym-heavy associa-
tions and a heavy play of theme-
based schemes. While Arvind
Subramanian had resorted to
acronyms such as JAM—]Jan
Dhan, Aadhaar, Mobile—in his
first survey, Krishnamurthy V.

Subramanian has introduced
Beti Aapki Dhan Lakshmi Aur
Vijay Lakshmi (BADLAV) in the
Survey authored by him and
tabled in Parliament on
Thursday.

Thematically as well, both
Arvind Subramanian and
Krishnamurthy V. Subramanian
touched upon the topic of
women empowerment in their
respective first surveys. Arvind
Subramanian talked about un-
leashing nari shakti building
upon the ‘Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao’ campaign of Prime
Minister, Krishnamurthy V.
Subramanian also has written
about ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’
campaign helping in improving
child sex ratios, particularly in
large states where the child sex
ratio was poor and has at-
tempted to further the cause of
gender equality by coining the
slogan of BADLAV to enhance
contribution of women in the
workforce and the economy.
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*International market data till 1900 IST

Chief Economic Advisor KV Subramanian and his team presents the Economic Survey 2018-
2019 on the eve of the Union Budget in New Delhi on Thursday. Tashi Tobgyal

‘Need foreign investment to
trigger the virtuous cycle’

In the Economic Survey for 2018-
19, Chief Economic Advisor KV
Subramanian has pegged that
India needs to accelerate invest-
ment in excess of 35 per cent of
the GDPtoachieve 8 per cent sus-
tained growth which is essential
for becoming a $5 trillion econ-
omy by 2024-25.In aninteraction
with reporters, Subramanian
pointed out that India should look
at bringing in foreign investment
tokick-start the virtuous cycle that
would lead to increase in produc-
tivity, creation of jobs and foster
exports to create demand. He also
pointed out that structural prob-
lems in the non-banking financial
company (NBFC) sector needs to
be fixed to solve the crisis. Edited
excerpts:

One of the main points of the
survey is about the virtuous
cycle where you say thatitis
investment that will lead to
jobs, etc. But where will the
investment come from
because there is capacity
under utilisation, slowdown in
private investment, so where
will the first phase of
investment come from?

When we were writing this
chapter, we had the choice of get-
ting into each of those details or
focus on conveying the big picture
message, which is what we need
to do in order to get on to that 8
per cent growth path. Thisis a
question we have the answers to
but we decided to not putitin, to
keep the survey focussed. Firstly,
as [ have mentioned earlier that
some of the overhang from the
previous period has unwound
completely. Secondly, banks have
now cleaned up their balance
sheets and their credit to large
firms have started going up. Third,
which is an important opportu-
nity that we have not tapped
enough, is that if you look at the
global environment in terms of
liquidity and surplus, and the in-
terest rate environment that has
been prevailing,itisasbenignasit
actually ever was. There is alot of
flushliquidity, whichislooking for
good avenues of investment. If
you have an economy, which is
going to grow at 8 per cent growth
rate, thismoney findsit profitable
to invest in such economies. The

“One thing we knew very
well when we started
contemplating on the
survey is that this will be
the survey of anew
government that might
potentially have five years
toimplement policies”

KV SUBRAMANIAN
CHIEF ECONOMIC ADVISOR

reason I bring this upis thatin or-
der to trigger this virtuous cycle,
we have to rely on these foreign
savings that can come inand cre-
ate investment. Once the invest-
ment starts, it will enhance pro-
ductivity that will create jobs,
foster exports, thereby demand.
Thisis followed by very careful ev-
idence that we have provided
from China and other east Asian
economies as well. Each one of
them at their particular stages of
development followed the same
path.

Your first survey gives a big
miss to the banking reforms
and to solutions for the NBFC
crisis. Whatis the reason
behind this?

Aslarticulated, we wanted to
focus on the big picture. We will
be writing another survey in six
months — January 2020 before
the Budget. So we had to make a
choice. One thing we knew very
well when we started contem-
plating on the survey is that this
will be the survey of a new gov-
ernment that might potentially
have five years toimplement poli-
cies. The choice we made was to
lay out a big picture blueprint on
what is the thought process we
need to change in order for us to
hit that 8 per cent growth. When
we speak of the NBFC crisis, we
have to ensure that we do not per-
petuate asituation of private prof-
itsand socialised losses. The moral
hazard that comes from it is
something we have to be very
cognizant about. What we have to
think about are structural issues,
especially in the NBFC situation —
the asset-liability mismatch. The
asset-liability mismatch is not an
accident. If youlook at the ratings
of the commercial papers, almost
95 per cent have a rating of L1+,

which means that there isn’t
enough distinction between these
firms. These firms are clubbed un-
der one category on the basis of
short-term ratings. Their long-
termratings are actually substan-
tially different and the spread they
actually pay is related to the long-
term rating. By clubbing them all
together, the incentive is for the
not so good firm to pool with the
good firm. This creates an incen-
tive for the asset-liability mis-
match to be created endoge-
nously and that has what has
happened in the NBFC sector.
These are the structural problems
that we need to fix.

Are alarge number of dwarf
firms a consequence of policy
rigidity or the fact that they
have misused the policy
incentive given to them?

When we create policies, we
have to recognise that those poli-
cies are not being created for
Harishchandras. Those policies
are being created for real humans.
Seven decades of policies have
beenontheline thatwe have cre-
ated dwarfs in the system. As a
child, there are support wheels to
help you learn bicycling. Those
support wheels were there soyou
donot fall. Butat some point your
parent would have removed
those support wheels so you can
cycle onyour own. Good paternal
instinct is about protecting the
child when the child is learning
something but at the same time
paternal instinct is also about
equipping that child to goand ba-
sically live in the real world that
does not make you those cuts. We
need to tell our MSMEs that when
you grow you are the first benefi-
ciaries of that because you take
the profits and in the process you
also contribute enormously to the
economy — you create jobs, which
is a national priority, you also cre-
ate productivity. So that’s the key
mindset change we need to make.
Whenyoulook at Mexicoand the
US — take a firm that's 40 years
old, it creates seven times as much
employment as a young firm. In
India, it's only about 40 per cent
and it is because of these policies
where we just fostered dwarfs in
the economy.

Transcribed by Pranav Mukul

Secular drop in economic policy
uncertainty in the last four years

SUNNY VERMA
NEW DELHI,JULY 4

THE ECONOMIC Survey 2018-19
introduced a unique idea of
Economic Policy Uncertainty
(EPU)index, which indicates that
a stable policy regime promotes
investment activity and economic
growth. The Survey says surgesin
economic policy uncertainty in-
crease the systematic risk, and
thereby the cost of capital in the
economy.

An increase in economic pol-
icy uncertainty dampens invest-
ment growth in India for about
five quarters. “Unlike generic eco-
nomic uncertainty, which cannot
be controlled, policymakers can
reduce economic policy uncer-
tainty to foster a salutary invest-
ment climate in the country....pol-
icymakers’ must make their
actions predictable, provide for-
ward guidance on the stance of
policy, and reduce ambiguity/ar-
bitrariness in policy implementa-
tion,” it said. EPU index must be
tracked at the highest level on a
quarterly basis.

The survey pointed out that
EPU index for India shows peaks
in few months of 2011 and 2012,
reflecting the policy paralysis dur-
ing that period, which witnessed
the problems of the high twin
deficitsand high inflation, thereby
exacerbating macroeconomic vul-

The survey pointed out
that EPU index shows
peaks in few months of
2011 and 2012, reflecting

the policy paralysis
during that period

nerability. Theindexisalso highin
the second half of 2013 when the
economy faced the episode of “ta-
per tantrum” leading to volatile
capital flows, depreciation of ru-
pee vis-a-vis US dollar. EPU index
is created by quantifying newspa-
per coverage of policy-related eco-
nomic uncertainty and it has
found to be effective and useful in
measuring uncertainty. The EPU
index correlates very strongly to
macroeconomic stability, the sur-
vey said. It strongly correlated to
volatility in exchange rate, stock
market & inflation and various
other macroeconomic variables.
“India has secularly decreased
domestic economic policy uncer-
tainty since 2012 and has been ex-
ceptional in reducing this uncer-
tainty since 2015 amidst a global
environment of increases in the
same. However, policymakers
need to double down onreducing
domestic economic policy uncer-
tainty,” the Survey concludes. It
suggests that the government
must encourage construction of
economic policy uncertainty sub-

indices to capture economic pol-
icy uncertainty stemming from
fiscal policy, tax policy, monetary
policy, trade policy, and banking
policy. Tracking these sub-indices
would enable monitoring and
control over economic policy un-
certainty.

To ensure predictability, the
horizon over which policies will
not be changed must be manda-
torily specified so thatinvestor can
be provided the assurance about
future policy certainty, the survey
said. While this will generate
some constraints in policy mak-
ing, such voluntary tying of poli-
cymakers’ handsis undertakenin
several cases including the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget
Management Act, the Monetary
Policy Framework of the Reserve
Bank of India. A similar constraint
placed on ensuring no changes in
policy for a specified horizon
would go a long way to ensuring
policy certainty.

Baker et al. (2016) developed
the Economic Policy Uncertainty
(EPU) index for various countries
including India, looking at certain
key words appearing in newspa-
pers. The survey adopted the
model to arrive at the economic
policy uncertainty for India based
on articles published in newspa-
per including Economic Times,
Times of India, Times, The Hindu,
Financial Express, Indian Express
and the Statesman.
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ESSARSTEEL ACQUISITION

NCLAT rejects Ruias’ plea; approves

bid with modification by ArcelorMittal

ArcelorMittal had told NCLAT it would pay 42,000 crore for acquiring debt-laden Essar Steel
‘ASSOCIATION WITH DEFAULTING FIRMS’

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 4

THE NATIONAL Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) on
Thursday rejected a petition filed
by the promoters of Essar Steel
challenging ArcelorMittal SA’s
proposed takeover of the debt-
ridden steel company, paving the
way for LN Mittal's entry into the
Indian steel sector.

Essar Steel Asia Holdings Ltd
(ESAHL), which holds a significant
stake in Essar Steel, had moved the
appellate tribunal seeking rejec-
tion of ArcelorMittal’s Rs 42,000
crore bid to acquire the steel-
maker, alleging that its promoter
LN Mittal hid his association with
loan defaulting firms run by his
brothers.

The plea by ESAHL, which is
owned by the Ruias, alleged that
Mittal was a promoter of GPI
Textiles Ltd, Balasore Alloys Ltd

‘Govt to
probe Jet
Airways’

REUTERS
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

THE GOVERNMENT has or-
dered an investigation on
Thursday into alleged misman-
agement of funds at Jet Airways
, which halted operations in
April after running out of cash.

The Ministry of Corporate
Affairs has ordered India’s
Serious Fraud Investigation
Office (SFIO) to carry out the in-
vestigation, a government or-
der seen by Reuters showed.

The order refers to alleged
siphoning of funds and unspec-
ified financial irregularities at
Jet Airways, which was once
India’s largest private airline,
but did not include details on
the allegations or name any in-
dividuals. A Jet Airways spokes-
woman did not immediately
respond to a request for com-
ment on the order, which also
called for investigations into
Jet’s group companies includ-
ing low-cost Jet Lite and Jet
Privilege, which manages its
loyalty programme. In a sepa-
rate development, a govern-
ment source told Reuters that
the former chairman and
founder of Jet Airways, Naresh
Goyal, had approached Delhi
High Court, seeking to overturn
an order that stops him from
travelling abroad.

B ESAHL had moved the
NCLAT seeking rejection of
ArcelorMittal’s Rs 42,000
crore bid to acquire Essar
Steel, alleging that its
promoter LN Mittal hid his
association with loan
defaulting firms run by his
brothers

and Gontermann Piepers (India)
Ltd — firms that are run by his
brothers Pramod and Vinod Miittal
— which were classified as non-
performing assets (NPAs) by dif-
ferent banks.

On the issue of eligibility of
ArcelorMittal, NCLAT said the
apex court had already settled the
issue and the same “cannot be re-
agitated again and again.” “Any
such attempt is clearly barred by
the principles of res judicata,” it

B The plea by ESAHL, which
isowned by the Ruias,
alleged that Mittal was a
promoter of firms thatare
run by his brothers Pramod
and Vinod Mittal, which
were classified as non-
performing assets (NPAs) by
different banks

said. “Therefore, the Application
preferred by the Appellant - Mr.
Prashant Ruia and Intervenor -
‘Essar Steel Asia Holdings Limited’
deserves to be rejected.”

“We note today’s ruling by the
NCLAT. We need to review the full
written order to understand any
implications on completion of the
transaction,” a spokesperson for
ArcelorMittal said on Thursday.

The company’s resolution
plan, with modifications, for Essar

Steel will now reflect the distribu-
tion of amount for all operational
and financial creditors.

The apex court had earlier
halted distribution of funds
among operational and financial
creditors from ArcelorMittal’s res-
olution plan for Essar Steel.
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC) rules had earlier compelled
Mittal toshell outanadditional Rs
7,000 crore to clear bank dues of
Uttam Galva Steels and KSS
Petron, where he held some stake
and reportedly sold his holdings
inone of them for Re 1 a share.

“It appears that new facts re-
garding ineligibility under Section
29A, which emerged only after
the previous judgement of the
Supreme Court, have not been
given due consideration. We are
awaiting the detailed order and
will decide our course of action
thereafter,” an Essar spokesper-
son said after the NCLAT ruling.

OnMarch 8,ending months of

uncertainty, the Ahmedabad
bench of the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) had ap-
proved ArcelorMittal’s Rs 42,000
crore resolution plan for the debt-
laden Essar Steel.

However, directors of Essar
Steel’s promoter firm, the Ruias,
had challenged the NCLT order,
saying that ArcelorMittal was in-
eligible to bid under Section 29A
of the IBC. alleging his association
withdelinquent of loan defautling
firms. The takeover proposal of
ArcelorMittal for the Essar Steel
was approved by the latter’s
Committee of Creditors (CoC) in
October 2018. It had rejected the
settlement proposal of Rs 54,389
crore made by Essar promoters.

ArcelorMittal countered this
saying the plea was one of the
multiple malafide attempts tode-
rail the corporate insolvency res-
olution process and Ruia had no
locus standi as his resolution plan
was disallowed.

SpiceJet landing incidents: DGCA finds safety
breach, issues notices to four senior executives

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

FOLLOWING A series of runway
excursion incidents this week
involving Spicejet flights, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) conducted an
unplanned audit of the budget
carrier’s premises at Gurgaon,
which led to discovery of lapses
on the airline’s part, a senior of-
ficial told The Indian Express,
adding that four senior execu-
tives of the airline have beenis-
sued show cause notices by the
aviation regulator.

SpiceJet executives who
have been served notices are its
senior vice-president (opera-
tions), chief of flight safety, ac-
countable executive and head
of training.

A Spice]et spokesperson,

SpiceJet executives who have been served
notices are its senior vice-president
(operations), chief of flight safety, accountable
executive and head of training

confirming the development,
said: “We are in receipt of the
show cause notices issued by
the DGCA. The concerned offi-
cials will submit their replies
within the timeframe given by
the regulator. Safety is the core
value of our operations and is a
shared objective of both the
DGCA and SpiceJet. We will take
all possible steps that may be
required to further strengthen
our safety mechanism”.

The DGCA official said that
the SpiceJet executives have
been found breaching certain
safety standards, such as the

operations department not tak-
ing any remedial action on
safety violations it was given by
the flight safety department.

In the notices that were sent
by the DGCA on Thursday, the
regulator has given the execu-
tives 15 days to respond. The of-
ficial said that four Air India
Express pilots have also been
given notices.

Meanwhile, DGCA has also
started a special audit of all air-
lines and airports in monsoon-
affected areas, in light of sev-
eral incidents across the
country. The aviation watchdog

US drags India to WTO over

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 4

THEUS Thursday dragged India to
the WTO by filing a complaint
against New Delhi’s move to in-
crease customs duties on 28
American goods, alleging the de-
cision is inconsistent with the
global trade norms.

According to a communica-
tion of the Geneva-based World

Trade Organisation (WTO),the US
said that the additional duties im-
posed by India “appears to nullify
or impair the benefits accruing to
the US directly or indirectly” un-
der the GATT 1994.

The General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT)isaWTO
pact, signed by allmember coun-
tries of the multi-lateral body,
aims to promote trade by reduc-
ing or eliminating trade barriers
like customs duties.

TheUShasalleged that the du-
ties imposed by India appears to
be inconsistent with two norms
of GATT. The US has stated that
India does not impose these du-
ties onlike products originating in
the territory of any other WTO
member nation.

“India also appears to be ap-
plying rates of duty toUS imports
greater than the rates of duty set
out in India’s schedule of conces-
sions,” the communication said

has also suspended 12 person-
nel, including pilots and engi-
neers for lapses in safety stan-
dards.

On Tuesday, a Spicejet air-
craft veered off towards the
right from the runway centre
during landing roll at Kolkata
airport, damaging four runway
edge lights. This was preceded
by an incident at Mumbai air-
port late Monday, where an-
other Spice]et plane shot off the
runway during heavy rains.

Prior to the two Spice]et in-
cidents on Monday and
Tuesday, another aircraft oper-
ated by the low-cost carrier
veered off the runway at Surat
on Sunday. This came after an
Air India Express plane veered
off the taxiway after landing
and got stuck in soft ground at
the Mangalore airport earlier
that day.

duty hike

quoting the US application.

The duties are inconsistent be-
cause “India fails to extend to
products of the US an advantage,
favour, privilege or immunity
granted by India with respect to
customs duties and charges of any
kind imposed on orin connection
with the importation of products
originating in the territory of other
members..,” the US has alleged.

As part of the dispute, the US
has sought consultations with
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INTERVIEW WITH EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, HDFC BANK

‘We need land and labour
reforms and a big focus on
developing infrastructure’

While some NBFCs have come
under stress over the last nine
months following the IL&FS de-
faultin September 2018, there has
been overall slowdown in con-
sumption. KAIZAD BHARUCHA,
executive director, HDFC Bank,
told Sandeep Singh that as NBFCs
had a fair share in retail and rural
consumption, it slowed as NBFCs
got constrained. He however,
added that government spending
post the Budget and some policy
announcements to provide anim-
petus to industry may help im-
prove things. Excerpts:

Doyou see the current
liquidity issue being faced by
some NBFCs and HFCs to
spread across the sector?

Itis well known that that there
are concerns over the quality of
the assets of certain NBFCs. But are
we in a crisis? I don’t think we
have one. Yes, we had one stum-
ble,butldon’t thinkwe areinasit-
uation where a large part of that
sector may go under. In fact, we
are not anywhere close to that.
Also, we need tomake aclear dis-
tinction between NBFCs that are
facing solvency and liquidity
problems. If it is a solvency issue,
then it is a different matter alto-
gether. Those facing a liquidity
problem can work themselves
through by putting the right
mechanisms in place and with
some support. The sector is now
of course being watched closely,
butagainadistinction needs tobe
made between stronger and
weaker NBFCs. The ones that have
given loans which carry a higher
risk will have to take alonger walk
than those who have lent pru-
dently. The prudent ones have
hedged their bets by spreading
the risk across products, geogra-
phies and have ensured that their
portfolio concentration is not on
the high risk sectors.

Doyou see the need for the
government and the regulator
tostepinas they have largely
stayed away till now?

[ think there is an issue but it
hasnotreached a stage where the
regulator needs to step in.

India under the aegis of the WTO'’s
dispute settlement mechanism.

“We look forward to receiving
your reply to the present request
and to fixing a mutually conven-
ient date to hold consultations,” it
said. As per the WTO's dispute set-
tlement process, the request for
consultations is the first stepin a
dispute.

Consultations give the parties
anopportunity todiscuss the mat-
ter and find a satisfactory solution

EcoNoMiICc SURVEY 2018-2019

‘Diplomatic’-type privileges,
‘club’ membership proposed for
cach district’s top-10 taxpayers

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 4

TOIMPROVE tax compliance, the
Economic Survey 2018-19
Thursday suggested that the gov-
ernment could consider giving
top-10 taxpayers in each district
recognition by way of “diplo-
matic”-type privileges at immi-
gration counter, express boarding
at airports, and even naming of
roads, buildings and schools.

It said that since people often
indulge in conspicuous consump-
tion to convey their social status,
top-10 taxpayers within a district
can be highlighted and accorded
due recognition. This may take the
form of expedited boarding priv-
ileges at airports, fast-lane privi-
leges on roads and toll booths,
special “diplomatic”-type lanes at
immigration counters, etc.
Further, the highest taxpayers
overadecade could be recognised
by naming important buildings,
monuments, roads, trains, initia-
tives, schools and universities,
hospitals and airports in their
name, the Survey suggested.

“Theideais to create exclusive
membership of ‘clubs’ thatexude
not only social status but also ho-
nour. Such steps can also help
propagate the social norm that

‘paying taxes honestly is hon-
ourable’,” the Survey said. The
Survey, also suggested propagat-
ing the social norm that ‘paying

Ideatocorrect
perceptions of
horizontal
unfairness

THE IDEA is to create ex-
clusive membership of
‘clubs’ that exude not
only social status but also
honour. Such steps can
also help propagate the
social norm that ‘paying
taxes honestly is hon-
ourable.

Highlighting the tax
paid by other taxpayers,
especially self-employed
individuals, in the pan-
chayat/ district through
SMS, billboards etc, can
correct perceptions of
horizontal unfairness.

taxes honestly is honourable’ by
way of displaying signboards
showing ‘tax money at work’ in
construction projects could lower
perceptions of ‘vertical unfairness..

“Similarly, highlighting the tax
paid by other taxpayers, especially
self-employed individuals, in the
panchayat/ district through SMS,
billboards etc, can correct percep-

tions of horizontal unfairness,” the
Survey added.

It said across countries, re-
searches have highlighted that tax
evasion is driven significantly by
tax morale -- the intrinsic motiva-
tion of taxpayers in a country to
pay taxes. Tax morale itself is
driven primarily by two percep-
tive factors: (i) vertical fairness, i.e.
what I payin taxesis commensu-
rate to the benefits I receive as
services from the government;
and (ii) horizontal fairness, i.e., dif-
ferences in the taxes paid by vari-
ous sections of society. For in-
stance, citizens perceive vertical
fairness to be low if they find their
tax payments being squandered
inwasteful public expenditure or
by corruption. Similarly, percep-
tions of horizontal fairness suffer
when the employee classis forced
to contribute disproportionately
toincome taxes while the class of
self-employed gets away paying
minimal taxes. Both perceptions
contribute to high tax evasionina
country, the Survey said.

“Inorder to enhance tax com-
pliance, behavioural insights need
to be employed to modify the so-
cial norm from ‘evading taxes is
acceptable’ to ‘paying taxes hon-
estly is honourable’. A start has
been made through budget
speech of February 2019, which
publicly and explicitly thanked
taxpayers... thereby seeking to ho-
nour honest taxpayers,” said the
Survey. WITHPTI

ELECTRIC VEHICLES

“...weneed tomakea
clear distinction between
NBFCs that are facing
solvency and liquidity
problems. Ifitisa
solvencyissue thenitisa
different matter
altogether,”

KAIZAD BHARUCHA

While a certain segment
would seek intervention, I feel
there are some alternate resolu-
tions that should be looked at by
these entities. These include rais-
ing funds through ECB (which
may be a tad expensive), securiti-
sation and raising funds through
issuance of bonds. The concerned
entities should explore such op-
tions first.

Do you see it hurting the sector
and economy?

Yes, the sector does come un-
der stress. Over the last several
years, while the private sector
capex remained tepid, growth
was driven by government
spending coupled with growthin
consumption and services.
However, since the event in
September 2018, the consump-
tion part has also slowed downas
itwasretail consumptionand the
NBFCs had a fair participation
there. So, when NBFCs got con-
strained, they obviously lent less
and as a result, the consumption
demand is also being affected.

With consumption slowing
down, howbad isit for the
economy?

Is there a slowdown? Publicly

without proceeding further with
litigation.

After 60 days, if consultations
fail to resolve the dispute, the
complainant may request adjudi-
cation by a panel.

This case assumes significance
as officials of both the countries
would be meeting next week here
todiscuss trade related issues.

The two countries are also at
loggerheads at the WTO on other
issues. The US has challenged cer-

available numbers suggest that.
Some of the numbers announced
by the FMCG, auto and two-
wheeler companies too seem to
bear this out. While there are
other reasons as well, especially
in the case of the automobile in-
dustry, one factor has definitely
been less access to credit. If the
monsoon is not normal, it could
aggravate the problem.
However, | remain optimistic
and itcomes fromthe fact that the
government spending is expected
to increase after the Budget. Also,
if some policy announcements
are made which give an impetus
to industry. Further, in order to
bridge the current account deficit,
we can step up exports across sec-
tors. Ranging from engineering,
auto, textiles, garments and com-
modities. And if there is a normal
monsoon, it can bring back a ru-
ral demand which is important.
After all, over half of India lives in
semi urbanand rural areas.Onthe
whole [ remain optimistic.

Where do you see growth
coming back first?

One sector that has done well
and will continue to do well is
roads, thanks to the Government
focus on this. We are also seeing
demand inindustries like chemi-
cals, specialty chemicals, trans-
mission, light engineering and
food processing. This is being re-
flected in the demand for work-
ing capital. Whatis also notewor-
thyis that while cement and steel
plants may not be operating at op-
timum capacity, the capacity util-
isation has not gone down either.
All this make us optimistic.

What do you think needs
urgent attention?

We have to look at land re-
forms. If you have to setupa plant,
you need a few hundred acres of
contiguous land to be made avail-
able. Along with land reforms, you
need labour reform. [ also think
thatfora country like ours that has
huge requirements for infrastruc-
ture, just focusing on water, sani-
tationand irrigation can push the
economy for five years. That's the
potential we are sitting on.

on 28 American goods

tain export promotion schemes of
India, while India has challenged
USA’s unilateral hike on customs
duties on certain steel and alu-
minium products.

The US has rolled back export
incentives from India under its
GSP programme and New Delhi
has imposed higher customs du-
ties on 28 American products in-
cluding almond, pulses, walnut,
chickpeas, boric acid and binders
for foundry moulds.

‘Policy push’ needed for universal charging standards

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 4

WITH ADOPTION of electric vehi-
cles in being India slow despite
their increasing demand, the
NDA-II government’s Economic
Survey has called for a “policy
push” to devise universal charg-
ing standards and provide ade-
quate charging infrastructure.
“Electric vehicles (EVs) repre-
sent the next generation in sus-
tainable mobility and need to be

FY20 GDP growth seenat7
per cent on stable
macroeconomic conditions.
To become $5 trillion
economy by FY25, India
must sustain 8 per cent
growth.

Need for a “virtuous cycle”
of savings, investment and
exports. Private investment
to be a key driver for
demand, capacity, labour
productivity, new
technology, creative

destruction and job creation.

Investment rate is expected

to pick up on the back of
higher credit growth and
improved demand. The
higher capacity utilisation
and uptick in business

encouraged. The adoption rate of
electric vehicles has been slow,
largely due to the lack of charging
infrastructure in the country and
the time taken for completely
charging the EVs,” said the survey.

Globally, EV sales have been
rising at a “fast” pace to over 10
lakh units being soldin 2017 from
justover 2,000in 2008. Over half
of the sales were in China, which
had a market share of around 2
per cent for electric cars. In com-
parison, the Indian market share
of electric cars is a “meagre” 0.06

per cent, stated the survey.

Given India’s “large” import
dependence for petroleum prod-
ucts, the survey stated that it is
“imperative” that there be a shift
of focus to alternative fuels to sup-
port the country’s mobility in a
sustainable manner. India could
emerge as a hub for manufactur-
ing EVs, it added.

However, limited availability
of charging infrastructure for the
batteries of these EVs, which pro-
vide limited driving range, was
pegged asamajorimpediment to

increasing their adoption. The
time taken to completely charge
these EVs,anywhere between half
an hour to eight hours, depending
on how fast the charger is, is also
an impediment, as per survey.

“It is, therefore, an important
policy issue to come up with uni-
versal charging standards for the
country as a whole to enable in-
creased investmentin creation of
such infrastructure. It is equally
important to provide information
on public chargers to the users of
EVs through online maps and

LOOKING AHEAD

expectations should increase

investment activity in fiscal
2019-20.

Accommodative
monetary policy is
expected to lower lending
rates. Capex cycle might see
an uptick with signs of
continuing resolution of
stressed assets in the
banking sector.

Calls for incentivising’
smaller firms to grow big.
Bats for a sunset clause of
less than 10 years, with
necessary grandfathering,
for all size-based incentives
and deregulating

labour law restrictions to
create more jobs, as evident
from Rajasthan.

Nudge people for desirable
behaviour to enable
transition from ‘Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao’ to ‘BADLAV’
(Beti Aapki Dhan Lakshmi
Aur Vijay Lakshmi), from
‘Swachh Bharat’ to ‘Sundar
Bharat’, from ‘Give it up” for
the LPG subsidy to ‘Think

about the Subsidy’.

Need to prepare for ageing
by investing in healthcare
and by increasing the
retirement age in a phased
manner, need to
consolidate/merge schools
by states to make them
viable rather than build new
ones with significant decline
tobe seenin elementary
school-going children

(5-14 age group) over next
two decades

Delays in contract
enforcement and disposal
resolution are the “single
biggest hurdle” to ease of
doing business. 100 per cent
clearance rate achievable by
filling out 2,279 vacancies in

other means such as physical sig-
nage,” it stated. “Also, since the
battery is the heart of any EV, de-
velopment of appropriate battery
technologies that can function ef-
ficiently in the high temperature
conditions in India need to be
given utmost importance.”
“Future policy direction
should orient itself to enhanced
energy efficiency programmesin
different sectors of the economy
as well as technological solutions
to better utilise India’s natural re-
source endowments,” it added.

the lower courts and 93 in
High Courts, with states of
UP, Bihar, Odisha and West
Bengal needing special
attention.

Rural consumption is
expected torise with cash
transfer scheme (PM -
KISAN) along with pick up in
food prices resulting in
increasing rural incomes and
spending capacity and
hence rural consumption
demand. However, this will
depend on turnaround of
monsoon.

Oil prices are expected to
fallin FY20 from the current
level which is expected to
provide a positive push to
consumption.
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No.EE/C-9/DUSIB/2019-20/D-350 Dated: 29.06.2019
Press Notice For Inviting e-Tenders

The Executive Engineer C09, DUSIB, invites on behalf of DUSIB online Percentage rate bid on two

bid system for following works:-

S. NIT No. /e- Name of work Estimated Earnest Tender Time
No. Tender ID cost Money Fee
1 27/EE/C09/ Name of work: EIUS. Sub Rs. Rs. Rs. 90
DUSIB/2019- Head: Improvement of all 40,22,131/- 80,450/- 500/- days
20 & deteriorated leanes by providing

2019_DUSIB and laying CC pavement and
_175264_1  construction of SW drain in JJ
Basti block-18, Kalyanpuri.

Last time and date of submission of bid 18.07.2019 upto 15.00 PM. The bid form and other details
can be obtained from the web site. (https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in) from 08.07.2019 to
18.07.2019 upto 15.00 PM.
Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER C09

DIP/Shabdarth/0325/19-20 DUSIB

Karnataka Soaps & Detergents Limited Aniso-s01:2015

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking) 14001:2015 Company
Sandal City: P.B. No. 5531, Bengaluru-Pune Highway,
Bengaluru - 560 055. Ph: 080-23378715, 23371103 Fax: 23375102, 23370498
e-Mail: ksdl.dgmmtis@gmail.com

Date: 04.07.2019

Tenders are invited by KS&DL in two cover system through e-Procurement Portal (Website
https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in) with respect to supply of the following Materials/Services.

SI. Tender Tender Name Qty. Published Last date
No. Number Date for Bid
Submission

1 KSDL/AGM(Mtls)/ Engaging of Contract Workers on ARC Services 27.06.2019 26.08.2019
2019-20/13 basis in all the Production lines in
SEP for production of MSS-75g/
MSS-125g, MS Gold 125g, MS
Baby-75g & SBT(S), SBT (T)/(Reg/
CO/(Export)/ SGT-20g and other
Product on Tonnage Basis at
Finishing Lines.
2 KSDL/AGM(MtIs)/ Engaging of Contract Workers on  Services 28.06.2019 29.07.2019
2019-20/14 ARC basis for Raw Material Shifting,
Finished Boxes Shifting, and Carton
Preparation, Soap Noodles
elevation etc.

3 KSDL/2019-20/ Procurement of MST 50g Containers 1600000 28.06.2019 29.07.2019

IND3848 with Cap Nos
4 KSDL/2019-20/ Procurement of MST 50g Shrink 1600000 28.06.2019 29.07.2019
IND3849 Sleeves Nos Delhi urban Shelter improvement board
5 KSDL/2019-20/ Procurement of Hologram Stickers 1600000 28.06.2019 29.07.2019 . Govt. of NCT of Delhi
IND3850 Nos Office of the Executive Engineer, C-10
_ Inderlok, Delhi- 110035
6 KSDL/2019-20/ Procurement of MST 50g CB with 16000 28.06.2019 29.07.2019 Email ID: eec10.dusib@gmail.com
IND3851 Honey comb partition & top Plate Sets Cell No. 8527295929
7 KSDL/2019-20/ Procurement of CBs of Jasmine/ 21000 29.06.2019 29.07.2019 NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
IND3852 Rose Regular 8"12sticks x 20doz Nos Executive Engineer, C-10, DUSIB, Inderlok, Delhi- 110035 invites, on behalf
. of Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement Board, percentage rate bid (Online
8  KSDL/2019-20/ Procurement of Cartons of Jasmine/ 5000000 29.06.2019 29.07.2019 i o bia syetem for the folowing worke - o (Oniine)
IND3853 Rose Regular 8" 12 sticks x 20doz Nos NIT No. 30/EEC-10/DUSIB/2019-20 Tender No. 2019_DUSIB_175305_1
9 KSDL/2019-20/ Procurement of PP Pouches 3600 29.06.2019 30.07.2019 ~ Name of work: E.LU.S. P -
IND3854 11/2"% 9 1/2" K Sub Head: Improvement of remaining / dilapidated lanes by providing
X gs and laying C.C. Pavement and Drains and construction of
10 KSDL/2019-20/ Procurement of PP Doz Covers for 2500 29.06.2019 30.07.2019 RCC Box Drain in J.J. Basti at Taliwala Dera, Anand Parvat
IND3855 regular 8" 12sticks x 20doz Kgs _ in AC-19 Sadar Bazar.
Estimated cost: Rs. 70,73,815.00 Earnest Money: Rs 1,41,500.00
IND3856 chemicals & Glassware on ARC Wise Last Date & Time of submission of e-Bids: 17.07.2019 upto 15:00 Hours
Basis Date of Openign: 17.07.2019 after 15:30 Hours
. The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the website
12 KSDL/2019-20/ Procurement of New Power Tiller Itgm 03.07.2019 02.08.2019 https://eprocurement.delhi.gov.in
IND3857 with Trailer Wise *The intending bidders are advised to visit above mentioned site regularly for
Please visit KS&DL website: https://www.mysoresandal.org for further details. For any any update/corrigendum related to the tenders. The corrigendum, if any,
ueries/clarification, contact the undersigned shall not be published in newspapers. Sd/-
9 ' ' . EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Sd/- Asst. Gen. Manager (Materials) DIP/Shabdarth/0324/19-20 c-10, DUSIB
CORRIGENDUM NOTICE
sr.  NAME OF OLD REFERENCE/NIT NO. NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM WEBSITE OF THE  NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
No. DEPARTMENT BOARD CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
1. DHBVN NIT NO.06/XEN/T&M/2018-19DATED 06.03.2019 AGAINST E-TENDERNO. DATE EXTENDED UPTO 10.07.2019 www.dhbvn.org.in 9050325999
121958 xentmdhbvn@gmail.com
2. DHBVN NIT No.03/SE/OP/GGN-1/2018-19. DATE EXTENDED UPTO 12.07.2019 www.dhbvn.org.in 0124-2322427
se.gurgaon@gmail.com
3. HPGCL NIT REFERENCE NO. 124399, BIDDING DOCUMENT THE DUE DATE OF BID SUBMISSION IS EXTENDED UP TO 16.07.2019 TILL 13.00 HRS www.hpgcl.org.in 0172-5022439
NO.3/CE/PLG/NTPC/PTPS/FGD-249, CORRIGENDUM-1,2,3 AND 4 DATED AND OPENING OF PART-l (TECHNO-COMMERCIAL BID) SHALL BE ON 16.07.2019 AT ceplg@hpgcl.org.in
07.06.2019, 18.06.2019, 20.06.2019 28.06.2019 RESPECTIVELY 15:00 HRS.
4. HPGCL NIT REFERENCE NO. 124427, BID. DOC. NO.6/CE/PLG/FGD/PTPS/U6/299, ~ THE DATE OF BID SUBMISSION EXTENDED UP TO 16.07.2019 TILL 13.00 HRS www.hpgcl.org.in 0172-5022439
CORRIGENDUM-1,2 & 3 DATED 12.06.2019, 20.06.2019 AND 26.06.2019 AND OPENING OF STAGE-I BID ON 16.07.2019 AT 15:00 HRS. ceplg@hpgcl.org.in
RESPECTIVELY
5. HPGCL 120137/NIT NO 07/RGTPP/AHP-30/2018-19 DT.25.02.2019 CORRIGENDUM-II DUE DATE OF OPENING IS 15.07.2019 UP TO 15:00 HRS ~ https:/haryanaeprocure- 9315029410
FOR WORK OF PAINTING OF VARIOUS STRUCTURES IN AHP AREA OF ment.gov.in mahesh.saini@hpgcl.org.in

RGTPP, KHEDAR

77315/HRY FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

TENDER NOTICE

Sr. NAME OF DEPARTMENT NAME OF WORK/NOTICE/TENDER OPENING DATE = AMOUNT/EMD WEBSITE OF THE NODAL OFFICER
No. CLOSING DATE (APPROX.) DEPARTMENT
IN RUPEES
1. PWD B&R, PANIPAT CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD FROM NOHRA TO ASSAN IN 02.07.2019 249.80 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in 0180-2638652
DISTT PANIPAT (CM ANNOUNCEMENT NO. 22483) 15.07.2019
2. PWD B&R, PANIPAT PROVIDING 20MM THICK PC WITH SEALCOAT ON BABAIL 02.07.2019 48.09 LACS  https://etenders.hry.nic.in 0180-2638652
TO GARHI BASIC (RD 0.600 TO 6.218) IN DISTT PANIPAT 11.07.2019
(ROAD ID 8176) CONSTITUENCY SAMALKHA (RE-INVITED)
3. PWD B&R, SONEPAT CONSTRUCTION OF NEW ROADS () GAMRI TO KHERI CLOSING DATE  394.55 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in 0130-2244690
ROAD (Il) GAMRI - NAGAR- GARHI SARI NAMDAR KHAN - 15.07.2019 pwd-eepd1-sonepat@hry.nic.in

BADOTA ROAD (lll) JAULI TO KHERI ROAD IN PROVINCIAL
SUB DIVISION, GOHANA IN SONEPAT DISTT. (RE-INVITED )

4. PWD B&r, PANCHKULA RE-INVITE WIDENING & STRENTHENING OF SHRI GURU 04.07.2019 ______ htipsi//etenders.hry.nic.in  pwd-eepd-panchkula@ hry.nic.in
GOBIND SINGH JI MARG-II (TOKA TO KHATAULI SECTION) 13.07.2019
IN PANCHKULA DISTT. (ROAD ID 9398) + 1 OTHER WORKS
5. IRRIGATION & WATER CARRYING OUT SURVEY, FEASIBILITY STUDY, LAYOUT & 03.07.2019 EMD15000  https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01744-239164
RESOURCES DEPARTMENT PREPARATION OF GADS, ETC ON NARWANA BRANCH AT 11.07.2019 xenwsdivnkkra @ gmail.com
KURUKSHETRA. RD 247200. (INCLUDING GST)
6. IRRIGATION & WATER AUCTION FOR LIFTING OF SURPLUS EARTH DUMPED ON CLOSING DATE 3.09 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in xenws2rri@gmail.com
RESOURCES DEPARTMENT JLN CANAL BANKS BETWEEN KM. 29.500 TO 33.350 + 1 10.07.2019
REWARI OTHER WORK
7. IRRIGATION & WATER RESOURCES  SILT CLEARANCE OF SUMP AT PH. JF-Il AT RD 343100 JLN CLOSING DATE 11.32 LACS  https://etenders.hry.nic.in 9812111077
DEPARTMENT ROHTAK FEEDER. 10.07.2019 xenfdrrtk @ gmail.com
8. FISHERIES DEPARTMENT, INTER LOCKING PAVER BLOCK AT NATIONAL FISH SEED FARM, 05.07.2019 2.58 CRORE www.harfish.gov.in 9711433362
PANCHKULA JYOTISAR (KURUKSHETRA) AND EXCAVATION WORK OF PONDS 23.07.2019 fisheries.haryana @gmail.com
AT VILLAGES IN HARYANA + 23 NO. OTHER WORKS
9. PANCHAYATI RAJ, AMBALA PDG. E.l. WORK IN MULTIPURPOSE HALL AT VILLAGE 02.07.2019 77,000/- https://etenders.hry.nic.in 94678-07024, 0171-2550510
‘ ISMAILA 9B DISTT. ROHTAK+ 1 OTHER WORK 11.07.2019 prexeengelec.amb @hry.nic.in
10. PANCHAYATI RAJ, NARNAUL CONST. OF |.L.P.B. STREET AND AWC 03.07.2019 312.86 LACS  www.haryanaeprocure- 9812711163/01282-260296
09.07.2019 ment.gov.in prexeeng.nrl@hry.nic.in
RE- DATE
11.07.2019
17.07.2019
11. PANCHAYATI RAJ, REWARI CONSTRUCTION OF COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRE AT VIL- 05.07.2019 440.34 LACS https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01274-222260
LAGE GURAWARA, BLOCK JATUSANA + 7 OTHER WROKS 12.07.2019
12. PANCHAYATI RAJ, AMBALA PROVIDING LED STREET LIGHTING AT VILLAGE KANHERI 03.07.2019 12.17 LACS  https://etenders.hry.nic.in 94678-07024 0171-2550510
BLOCK TOHANA DISTT. FATEHABAD + 7 OTHER WORK 12.07.2019 prexeengelec.amb @hry.nic.in
13. PANCHAYATI RAJ, AMBALA PROVIDING & INSTALLATION OF STREET LIGHTING AT VILLAGE 03.07.2019 12.72LACS  https://etenders.hry.nic.in 94678-07024 0171-2550510
PHAPHRANA BLOCK ASSAND DISTT. KARNAL + 1 OTHER WORK 09.07.2019 prexeengelec.amb@hry.nic.in
14. PANCHAYATI RAJ, HISAR PROVIDING AND FIXING OF TENT, SOUND SYSTEM, INVI- CLOSING DATE 25.01 LACS  https://etenders.hry.nic.in 94672-51500
TATION CARDS, MOMENTO, FLEX BANNER FOR RAHGIRI + 10.07.2019 prexeeng.hsr@hry.nic.in

SUPPLY OF 5000 NOS. MULTICOLOR T-SHIRT FOR RAHGIRI
ON DATED 14-07-2019 AT RAJGARH ROAD, HISAR

-7a1amry. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in
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NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
e-NIT NO.: 05 of 2018-19 Dated: 02.07.2019

For and on behalf of the Governor, Jammu and Kashmir State, e-Tenders (In Two Cover System) are hereby invited
from Firms having valid Registration Certificate issued by MES/State/Central Govt. of Appropriate Class and Meeting
Eligibility Criteria as per terms, conditions, Technical Specifications and Schedules forming part of this Tender Document.

Sr.  Name of Work Estimated Cost of Tender Earnest Money Last Date of Position of
No. Cost Documents Deposit Submission Funds
(In Lacs) (In Rs.) (InRs.) of e-Bid
1. Providing and Installation of new 11 43.94 1000.00 0.88 15.07.2019 Sanctioned
KV VCB Panel at 33/11KV 10 MVA under JKIDFC
Receiving Station Chak Shera, (LUP - 1396)

33/11KV 6.3 MVA Receiving
Station Sai, 33/11KV 10 MVA
Receiving Station, Suhagpur, 2x10
MVA Receiving Station, Nandpur,
2x10 MVA Receiving Station, Miran
Sahib and 2x6.3 MVA Receiving
Station, Kullian of Sub-
Transmission Sub-Division-1l/l1l
(STD-Il, Jammu) on Turnkey basis.

1. Bidders are advised to study the Bidding Document carefully. Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be
deemed to have been done after careful study and examination of the procedures, terms and conditions of the
Standard Bidding Document with full understanding of its implications.

2. The Tender Document is available at website: http://jktenders.gov.in.

No. STD-11/1396-99 Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Dated: 02.07.2019 Sub Transmission Division-Il,
DIPJ-1477 Jammu.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR
DIRECTORATE OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS, J&K

SULIEMAN COMPLEX DALGATE, SRINAGAR
Email ID: tribalaffairsjk.nic@gmail.com, Phone and Fax: 0194-2500138, 0191-2476877

Subject: Grant of Scholarship to ST students under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme
“Post- Matric Scholarship to ST students” for the year 2019-20

On-line applications are invited from the Schedule Tribe (ST) students of Jammu & Kashmir State
pursuing studies in Government/Private Recognised Educational Institutions within and outside the
State during the year 2019-20 who intends to avail the Scholarship under the Centrally Sponsored
Scheme “Post-Matric Scholarship to ST students”. The ST students have to fill their applications
online on National Scholarship Portal with effect from 15th of July, 2019 onwards whose income from
all sources does not exceed Rs. 2.50 Lakhs Per Annum.

The procedure for making online submission of application form by the students can be had on the
website https://scholarships.gov.in from any of the available internet access point.

Instructions/Guidelines for Registration and submitting online application on National Scholarship
Portal

® The ST student has to log-in on the above given website for applying to Scholarship during
the year 2019-20.

® Fresh Students
Students applying for scholarship for the first time need to "Register" on the portal as fresh appli-
cant by providing accurate and authenticated information as printed on their documents in
"Student Registration Form." Before initiating registration process, students are advised to keep
their Educational and other documents such as Aadhaar number, Enrolment number, Bank pass-
book etc. in hand.

To help students, brief description of registration form fields is provided below:

® State of Domicile - Domicile state means the state in which students have their permanent
address. Students are required to provide their domicile state correctly as the "Application ID"
allotted to them will be based on domicile state and once allotted it cannot be changed. This appli-
cation Id will also be used as "Login ID" on the portal and for future references.

® Scholarship Category - Scholarship schemes are divided in four major categories. Students
needs to select the relevant category based on their class/course in which they are studying i.e.,
“Post-Matric Scholarship to ST students”.

® Name of Student - Provide name as printed in educational certificates preferable class 10th cer-
tificate for students applying for the said Scholarship scheme.

® Date of Birth (DOB) - Provide date of birth as per their educational certificates preferable class
10th certificate for students applying for Scholarship Scheme.

® Mobile Number - Provide correct and authenticated mobile number, as all the communications
and authentications related to portal activities will be sent on this mobile number.

® Email ID - Provide correct and authenticated e-mail id, as all the communications and authentica-
tions related to portal activities will be sent on their email Id.

® I|dentification Details - Select and provide the information in this field very wisely. There are three
parameters provided to students for identification such as:

® Aadhaar Number - In case student selects Aadhaar number as the identifier, they need to pro-
vide their Name and 12-digit Aadhaar number as printed on Aadhaar card. Students who are hav-
ing Aadhaar number are advised to register with Aadhaar number as preference will be given to
Aadhaar seeded eligible students at the time of scholarship disbursement. This will enable in
directly crediting scholarship amount to student Aadhaar linked bank account through Aadhaar
Payment Bridge (ABP) in fast track mode.

® Bank Account - In case student selects Bank account as identifier, provide Bank branch IFSC
code, active bank account number and name of bank as printed on their bank passbook. Students
also need to upload the copy of their bank passbook.
In addition, when students use bank account as identification they need to provide "Aadhaar
Enrolment Id" and upload the scan copy of the same. However, when students receive their
Aadhaar number they should update the same in the portal.

NOTE:

i) The login id and password to log into NSP portal will be your Application Id and DOB
respectively. You are advised to mandatorily change your password at the time of first
login for security purposes.

i) Students are advised to submit only "One Application Form". In case if students submit
more than one application form then all the applications submitted by students will
be considered as "Duplicate" and will be "Rejected".

i) Students are advised to provide "Annual Family Income" as per the Income Certificate
issued by competent authority, in their scholarship application.

® |fthe ST student is already registered on the National Scholarship Portal, he/she has to use his/her
own user ID & password for filling up of application by clicking on “Applying for Scholarship”.
® The ST student has to upload following scanned documents on the National Scholarship Portal:

i) Passport size Photograph.

i) Permanent Residential Certificate (State Subject).

iii) Caste Certificate (Schedule Tribe) Issued by the competent authority.

iv) Original Parents/Guardians income certificate indicating income from all sources from con-
cerned Tehsildar. In case of Government Employees/Pensioners, Salary/Pension Certificate
issued by the concerned Drawing & Disbursing Officer/Treasury Officer concerned.

v) Fee Receipts in Original issued by the concerned Institution.

vi) Promotion Certificates.

vii) Hosteller Certificate, issued by the Head of the Institution/Warden.

viii)Affiliation/Registration certificate of College/Institution in-case of Private Institutions.

ix) Photo copy of the Pass-Book indicating complete particulars i.e., Name of the Account Holder,
Address, Active Bank Account Number, Bank Branch & IFSC Code etc.

x) Photo Copy of the Aadhaar Card.

THE GRANT OF SCHOLARSHIP IS SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING:

® Mere filling of online scholarship application form will not confer any right on the student that he/
she will be granted scholarship.

® Preference shall be given to the Government Institutions.

® Scholarship will be restricted to availability of funds.

A scholarship holder under this Scheme will not avail any other scholarship/stipend for pursuing the
same course/class from any other Agency/Department.

After successful submission of application on National Scholarship Portal, the applicant has to
acquire Hard Copy of the application form and submit the same to the Nodal Officer of the concerned
Institute.

The Institution’s Nodal Officer should verify the said hard copies thoroughly with online applications
of students, available in their user ID and verify/recommend the eligible applications online of students
who are eligible for grant of Scholarship as per the norms of the Scheme and also forward the com-
piled hard copies of these applications to the Offices of Deputy Director Tribal Affairs Office Kashmir
(Suleiman Complex Dalgate, Srinagar) in case of Kashmir/Ladakh Provinces and to the Office of
Deputy Director Tribal Affairs Jammu (JKPCC Complex, Panama Chowk, Jammu) in case of Jammu
Province within the stipulated time period. Those Institutions/Colleges/Universities who are not
registered on National Scholarship Portal till date are requested to immediately register/nomi-
nate their Nodal Officer on National Scholarship Portal and furnish the details of the same to the
concerned Deputy Director Tribal Affairs Officer Jammu/Kashmir.

The Institutions outside the State should submit the compiled hard copies of application forms of ST
students from J&K State to concerned Deputy Directors (i.e. forms of students of Kashmir province to
Deputy Director Office, Kashmir and those of Jammu province to Deputy Director Office, Jammu) fail-
ing which the Scholarship shall not be sanctioned in favour of the students.

NOTE: No Hard copy of the application form shall be entertained from the students directly by the
Deputy Director Tribal Affairs Offices Jammu/Kashmir or Directorate of Tribal Affairs Office J&K.

For further queries, the students/Institution Nodal Officers can contact to the following
Officers/Official of the Tribal Affairs Department during Office hours.

1. Smt: Nighat Majid (Deputy Director Tribal Affairs Kashmir) on:
0194-2500585 or 2500138, E-mail: - directordeputy786 @gmail.com

2. Smt: Coni Sethi (Deputy Director Tribal Affairs Jammu) on:
0191-2479198 or 2476877, E-mail: - dydirector.jmu@gmail.com

3. Directorate of Tribal Affair Office on:
0194-2500138, 0191-2476877 E-Mail: tribalaffairsjk.nic@gmail.com

TIME-LINE FOR STUDENTS FOR SUBMISSION OF ON-LINE APPLICATIONS:

Sr. No. Activities Opening Date Last Date

1. Opening date for submitting the appli- 15th of July, 2019  Will be updated on
cations online on the Portal the Portal

2. Verification/forwarding  of  on-line 15th of October, 2019

Applications of hard copies duly recom-
mended by the Institutions Nodal
Officer to the Deputy Director Tribal
Affairs Officer concerned only to the
concerned Deputy Directors, Tribal
Welfare Offices Jammu/Kashmir

Dr. Mushtak Ahmad (KAS),
No: DTA/PMS/2019-20/ Director,

DIPK-NB-1530 Tribal Affairs J&K, Srinagar
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PERSONAL

I, Deepti Mehandiratta, W/o
Mukul Gandhi, Resident/of
H.No.126, Gali.No.1, W.No.15,
Jodhamal-Colony, Dhangu-
Road, PO-Office+Pathankot,
Tehsil and Distt.-Pathankot,
Gurdaspur, Punjab-
145001,changed my name to
DIPTI GANDHI. 0040498240-5

L,Vijay Kumar Sharma S/o.Late
Suraj Bhan R/0-H.No.A-15-
B,Main Road Rama
Garden,Karawal Nagar,Delhi-
110094,have changed my name
toVijay Kumar. 0040501836-1

I, Jaspreet S/O-Kawaljit Singh
R/0-N-28,Sham Nagar ,New
Delhi-110018. Have Changed
My Name To Jaspreet Singh.

0040501926-8

I, Yogendra Kumar S/0O Ramesh
Chand Tyagi H.N0.101 Himgiri
Enclave Gali No.6 Sant Nagar
Burari-110084.Have Changed
My Name To Yogender Kumar
Tyagi.l, Puja Singh W/0 Sarbjit
Singh R/0-1537 Gali.No-13
GovindpuriDelhi-110019 Have
Changed My Name To Puja
Kaur For Future. 0040501889-6

I, Yamini Sharma Chowdhary,
W/0O Nikhil Chowary,Residing
At,H.No.255, Ugf-B-3 Block,
Paschim-Vihar, NewDelhi-
110063,Have Changed The
Name Of My Minor Daughter
DanishiV Chowdhary, Aged 3-
Years And 1-Month And She
Shall Hereafter Be Known As
Dhun Chowdhary.

0040501926-6

I, Vimla W/o Prem Singh R/0-A-
53/7,Gali.No.3, North-Ghonda,
Delhi-110053.have changed my
name to Bimla,for all future
purposes. 0040501905-8

I, Vikas S/o Narayan Singh Seni
residing RZ-197/286, Gali No. 3,
Geetanjali Park, West Sagarpur
Delhi, have changed my name
to Vikas Saini for all purposes.

0040501894-1

I, Veerendra Rustagi S/o Ram
Avtar Rustagi R/0 H.N0-47,
Sector-13, Vasundhara
Ghaziabad U.P-201012,
havechanged my nameto
Virendra Rustagi.

0040501885-1

I, Vandana Walia W/0. Kapil
Baweja R/0.C-29, Ground-Floor,
Kotla-Feroz Shah, Vikram-
Nagar, NewDelhi-110002,have
changed my name to Simrat
Baweja. 0040501911-6

I, Vadnere Sarita Bhagrath D/o-
ShriBhagirath Wadnere R/0-A-
2/99C, Second Floor, Keshav
Puram, Lawrence Road, Delhi-
110035 have changed my name
to Sarita D/o-Shri Bhagirath
Wadnere for all purposes

0040501924-1

I, Tushar S/o Vinod Puri R/0
T2/903, MCC Signature Heights
Raj Nagar Extension Phase-I
Noor Nagar, Ghaziabad have
changed my name to Tushar
Puriforall purposes.

0040501850-1

I, Tarun Vats @ Tarun
Chaturvedi S/o Late Sh.R.P.
Chaturvedi R/06-G, Deepa
Apartments, 10, Patparganj, I.P.
Extension, Delhi-110092 have
changed my name to Tarun
Chaturvediforall purposes.

0040501839-1

I, Tara Devi W/o Dinesh Choubey
R/o0 C-114, Sector-4, Sainik
Vihar Colony, Nanda Nagar,
Kaunraghat, Gorakhpur-273008
have changed my name from
Tara Devito Tara Pathak for all
purposes. 0040501844-2

I, Tapas Kumar Pal S/O
Sh.Raghunath Pal R/O 4988/2,
Shiv Nagar, Karol Bagh, Central
Delhi-110005, Changes my
name to Tapas Pal for All future
purpose. 0040501880-1

I, Surjeet Singh S/O Bachan
Singh,H.N0.809, Housing-
Board-Colony, Sector-10,
Faridabad, Haryana-121006,
have changed my name to
Surjit Singh,for all purposes.

0040501944-1

I, Shubhamjeet S/o Girish Chand
R/0.Flat.No.-5, Type-4, CPWD
Qtr. Market Area Site-
1,Nanakpura, MotiBagh-2,
NewDelhi-110021.changed my
name to Shubhamjeet Singh.

0040501926-7

I, Shivam Kumar Roy S/0 Dilip
Kumar Roy R/0 H.No. B-184/1A,
Harijan Basti Kondli, Delhi-
110096 have changed my name
from Shivam Kumar Roy to
Shivam Roy for all purposes,
both are one and same person,
in future I will be known as
Shivam Roy. 0040501858-1

I, Sharanjit Kaur W/o- Gurmeet
Singh Doabia R/0:H-78/79,First-
Floor,Gali.No-6,Sant Nagar-
Extn.,Tilak-Nagar, New-Delhi-
18.Have Changed My Name to
Sharanjit Kaur Hayer

0040501905-3

I, Shabana Begum W/o-Afzal
Ahmad,H.No.F-14/1, Joga-Bai
Extension, Batla-House, Okhla,
Jamia-Nagar, Delhi-110025.
have changed my nameto
Shabana Afzal.  0040501911-7

I, Savita Sharma W/o Sh. Rajesh
Kumar,R/0 115-B, Akanksha
Apartments, AbhayKhand-3,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad-
201010have changed my
daughter’s name from Suhani
to Suhani Sharma for all
futurepurposes 0040501922-1

I, Savita Sharma W/o Sh. Rajesh
Kumar,R/0 115-B, Akanksha
Apartments, AbhayKhand-3,
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad-
201010have changed my
daughter’s name from
Skandhato Skandha Sharma
for all futurepurposes

0040501923-1

I, Saritadevi W/o Ratan Kumar
R/0-Gali.No.3, Sector-44,
Noida.Sector-44, Noida Sector-
37, Gautambuddha-Nagar, U.P-
201300.have changed my name
to KaushkiDevi. 0040501911-9

I, Sanween Kaur Choudhary D/o
Jatinder Pal Singh R/0-A-2/186,
Paschim Vihar New Delhi-63,
changed my name to Sanween
Kaur. 0040501905-2

I, Sant Kumar S/o Shree
Bhagwan Sharma R/o H.No.
185-A, Aram Park Shastri
Nagar, Delhi-110031, have
changed my name to Sant
Kumar Sharma for all
purposes. 0040501838-2

I, SOWBHAGAYMMA Mother of
No0.7780629K Hav Venkatachala
Murthy HB, resident of- Vill-
Huluwadi, P.0.-Manakundha,
Teh- Channapatna, Dist.-
Bangalore (Karnataka), have
changed my name from
‘Sowbhagaymma’to
‘Sowbhagyamma’, vide
Affidavit dated 03/07/2019,
before DelhiHigh Court.

0040501845-1

I, Rishabh J. Aiyer,R/0 T3/903,
Zion Lake View Apartment,
Badkhal Road, Sector 48,
Faridabad, Haryana 121001,
have changed my nameto
Rishabh Jayaraman Aiyer for
all purposes. 0070663368-1

I, Ranjit Singh S/0 Kartar Singh
H.No.441-A, C-Block, Street.No-
29, Khajoori Khas, Delhi-110094.
Changed My Name To Ranjeet
Singh. 0040501926-1

I, Rajendri/Rajni D/O
Gyanender Singh W/0 Vijay
Kumar,H.No-1411, Pannapuri-2,
Tehsil-Hapur, Dist-Hapur, U.P-
245101. Have Changed My
Name To Meenu. 0040501911-3

I, Priyanka Dhingra D/0.Sh.
Ashok AroraR/0.H.N0.11/213,
Geeta-Colony, Delhi-110031.
have changed my name to
Privanka Arora. 0040501889-7

I, Pooja W/o Mantoo
Das,H.N0.383, Gali.No.3,
Lakhpat-Colony Part-2,
Mithapur-Ext. Delhi-10044.have
changed my name to Pooja
Dhara. 0040501911-5

I, Pooja Tomar W/o Sameer
Tomar R/o Flat No.-S-2, Plot No-
47, Sector-6, Vaishali
Ghaziabad U.P-201010, have
changed my name to Pooja
Sharma. 0040501884-1

I, Paridhi Aggarwal D/o Late
Naveen Aggarwal R/0 A-19,
Kirtinagar, New Delhi-110015
have changed my name to
Paridhi Gupta permanently.

0040501905-10

I, Pankaj Kumar Tyagi S/O Ram
Naresh R/0.Kh.No-37/15/1,
Street.No-12,Block-B, Kaushik-
Enclave, Burari ,DELHI-
110084.have Changed My Name
To Pankaj Tyagi. 0040501911-2

I, Pankaj Kumar S/O0 Amar Singh
R/0-F-93/1, Katwaria Sarai,
HauzKhas, NewDelhi-110016.
Changed My Name To Pankaj
Kumar Sansanwal.

0040501926-4

I, Nishi Sharma W/o Prem Kumar
Sharma R/0 K-864 Jahangir Puri
Delhi-33 have changed my
name to Nisha Sharma.

0040501905-6

I, Neelam W/0 Sanjay Kumar
R/0-22-B Shivpuri Krishna
Nagar Delhi-110051 have
changed my name to Sakshi for
all purposes. 0040501889-1

I, Naushad Raza Rizvi,H.No-
302,B28/1, Abulfazal-Enclave-
Il, Third-Floor,Thokar.No-7,
Jamianagar, Okhla, N.Delhi-
110025. Changed My Minor Son
Name Mohammad Faayaz Raza
To Mohammad Faayez Raza.

0040501926-3

I, Narinder Pal Singh S/o Kirpal
Singh R/0-E-20 Mukhram
Garden Tilak Nagar, New Delhi -
110018 have changed my name
to Narinder Pal Singh Cheema
to Narinder Pal Singh.

0040501872-3

I, Manoj Kumar S/o Babu Lal R/o-
RZ-B-25, Vijay-Enclave, Dabri-
Palam Road,New Delhi-
110045.have changed my minor
daughter name,from Ananya
to Samaira (D.0.B.-23.02.2013)
forall purposes. 0040501889-2

I, Kamlesh Kumari W/o Sh. Amit
Rathi, Resident of House No.
403, Sector-39, Gurugram,
Haryana have changed my
name to Kamlesh Rathi for all
future purposes. 0040501890-1

I, Jitendra kumar S/0 yashpal
singh R/o fakharpur
Thesil+Thana khekra district
baghpat Uttar pradesh 250101
have changed my nameto
Robin Teotia. 0040501889-8

I, Jitendra Soni, R/0O D-1st/193,
Madangir Dr. Ambedkar Nagar,
New Delhi-62. have changed
my name to Jitender Soni for all
future purpose.

0070663403-1

I, Jitendra Kumar R/OVillage-
Bishnupur P.o-Okharla,
P.s.Kawakol Nawada, Bihar-
805106. Have Changed My
Minor Daughter’s Name,From
Aradhya Shandilya To Aradhya
Sandilya Vide-Affidavit Dated-
01-07-2019 At New-Delhi.

0040501960-5

I, Jasmeet Singh Rathor D/O-
Begraj Singh Rathor, H.No-
1483, Gali.No-6, Block-F, Bharat-
Colony, Kachcha-Kheri-Road,
Faridabad, Haryana-
121002.Changed My Name To
Jasmeet Rathor.

0040501926-5

I,Nityanand S/0 Laxmi Narain
R/0-41/14,Vyas Gali
Bahadurgarh, Jhajjar Haryana-
120507, have Changed my
name to Nityanand Mudgal.

0040501836-2

I, Jagmohan Malhotra S/o Mela
Ram, H.No.6107, Sector B,
Pocket 8, Vasant Kunj, New
Delhi-110070, have changed my
daughter’s name from Tisha
Malhotrato Tashvi Malhotrain
future. 0040501882-1

I, Ishmeet Kaur D/o Surjeet
Singh Suri R/0-KH.N0.9/7
Sindhi Colony Swaroop Nagar
Delhi-42.have changed my
name to Ishmeet Kaur Suri.

0040501905-7

I, Inderjeet Kaur W/o Jaspinder
Singh Kohli R/0-18/3 B, Front
Side, Near Government Girls
School No.-1, Tilak Nagar New
Delhi-110018 have changed my
name to Inderjeet Kaur Kohli to
Inderjeet Kaur.  0040501872-2

I, Imtyaj Ali S/o Noor
Mohammad R/0 27-A, Gali No-3,
Aram Park Shastri Nagar,
Delhi-110031, have changed my
name to Imtyaz Ali for all
purposes. 0040501838-1

I, Hrishikesh Narayan S/O-
Sudhanshu Shekher Tripathi,
R/0O-F-27,Viswas Park-Extn,
Rajapuri, UttamNagar,
NewDelhi-110059.Changed My
Name To Rishikesh Narayan.

0040501926-2

I, Gurmeet Singh Doabia S/o0-
Late Pratap Singh R/0:H-
78/79,First-Floor,Gali-No-
6,Sant Nagar-Extn.,Tilak-Nagar,
NewDelhi-18.Have Changed
My Name to Gurmeet Singh
Hayer. 0040501905-4

I, Divya Philips W/0 Tasmin
Philips R/0 RZF-1/384, A
Block,Flat No-302,Mahavir
Enclave, Palam,New Delhi-
110045 have changed my name
from Divya Philips to Divya
Thomas, vide Affidavit dated
04/07/2019, before NCT, Delhi.

0040501550-2

I, Divya Gupta W/o Nitin Gupta
R/o D-630, Pocket-11, Jasola
Vihar, New Delhi-110025 have
changed my name from
Chander Kalato Divya Gupta
forall purposes. 0040501851-1

I, Dinesh Chaubey S/o Late
Sukhdeo Choubey R/0 C-114,
Sector-4, Sainik Vihar Colony,
Nanda Nagar, Kaunraghat,
Gorakhpur-273008 have
changed my name from Dinesh
Chaubey to Dinesh Choubey
forall purposes. 0040501844-1

I, Deepa Israni W/O Mukesh
KalraR/0O-7,2nd-Floor, Kewal-
Park Extension, AzadPur,
Adarsh-Nagar, Delhi-
33,Changed My Name To Riya
Kalra. 0040501960-1

I, Darshan Kumar S/o0 Amir
Chand R/o B-38, Backside,
Shivaji Vihar, Janta-Colony,
Raghubir Nagar, N.Delhi-
110027,have changed my name
toPrem Kumar. 0040501905-9

I, DHARNA VARMA W/0 KARAN
VARMA, residing at H.N0-95,
Sunder Nagar, Lodhi Road,
Central Delhi, Delhi-110003,
have changed the name of my
minor daughter MYRA VARMA
aged 04 years and she shall
hereafter be known as ARADYA
VARMA. 0040501835-1

I, Charleson Joseph, S/0 Joseph
Varkey, R/0 B 30, First Floor,
Pocket B, Hari Nagar, South
West Delhi 110064, have
changed my name to Charles
Josephforall purposes.

0070663369-1

I, Bulbul D/o0 Smt. Veena Chopra
R/o House N0.40,Street No.15,
Sarojni Park, Shashtri Nagar,
Delhi-110031, have change my
name to Devika Choprafrom
Bulbul for all future purposes.

0040501877-1

l,Bharat s/o Shri.Harbans lal
Hurria R/o-Flat.No-67, Pocket-
3,Sector-11,Dwarka, NewDelhi-
110075,have changed my name
to Bharat Huria,for all future
Purpose 0040501911-1

I, Anwar Masood W/o-Mohd
Khalid Zaidi R/0-D-51, Ground-
Floor, Abu-Fazal-Enclave,
Okhla,Delhi-110025.have
changed my name to Syeda
Anwar Khalid. 0040501911-8

I, Azmat Malik W/o Safi Alam
R/0-G-142,S/F, Kavita-Colony
Nangloi, Delhi-110041,inform
thatin my son Emad Malik my
name was wrongly-written as
Azmat Mali,whereas my
correct-name is Azmat Malik.

0040501944-4

I, Ayaan Husain S/o Sarfaraz
Hussain R/o Flat N0.A-2/102,
Krishna Apra Gardens, Vaibhav
Khand, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad, UP-201014 have
changed my nameto
Mohammad Ayaan Hussain.

0040501892-1

I, Amit Gupta R/o Flat.No J-
201,prateek Wisteria, Sector-77
,plot.No. Gh.001, noida-201301
have changed my minor
daughter’s name from Khushi
Guptato Aradhaya Gupta for
all purposes. 0040501911-4

I, AK Malik R/0.ROOM.NO.587,
AIR-HQ (VB),RAFI-MARG,NEW
DELHI-110001.have changed
my son Name.from Anushtubh
Malik@dhruv to Anushtubh
Malik Aka dhruv vide-Affidavit
dated-04-07-2019 at New-Delhi.

0040501944-2

I, AK Malik R/0-ROOM.NO.587,
AIR-HQ(VB), RAFI-MARG, NEW-
DELHI-110001.have changed
my Daughter Name.from
Vidushi to Vidushi Malik vide-
Affidavit dated-04-07-2019 at
New-Delhi. 0040501944-3

IHazi Gulzar QureshiS/0O Haji
Islamuddin,35,KURESHIYAN
Dhaulana Hapur U.P-245301.
Changed My Name To Gulzar
Ahmad Permanently.

0040501889-5

1,3996007X,HAV, Joginder
Singh,S/o,Late Prem Chand
residing at Village-Chhangla,
P.O.Umarpur, Tehsil-
Mukerian,District-Hoshiarpur,
Punjab.inform that my wife
name,wrongly-writtenin my
army-record as Rekha instead
of Rekha Rani,vide-affidavit-
20.06.20109. 0040501889-4

I, 15316759H,SEP, Prasad
Jadam,S/o Sri.Venkanna,
presently residing at Vill&Post
Komarole,Tehsil-Kkomarole,
District-Prakasam(AP)that my
daughter’s name entered as J
Sirishainstead of Jadam
Sirisha by mistakenly and
oversight, that my daughter’s
D.0.B.is 04.10.2005,vide-
affidavit-06.06.2019.

0040501889-3

I hitherto known as Parveen
Akhtar,S/0 Mahfuz Rahman
R/0O-C-365,Gali.no.16 Mulla-
Colony Gharoli-Extension
Delhi-110096.have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Parvez Akhtar.

0040501911-10

I hitherto known as Kamal Jit
S/0 Sh. Dalip Singh R/O K-73,
Krishna Park Extn., Tilak-
Nagar, New Delhi-110018 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Kamal
JitDhiman. 0040501889-9

I hitherto known as Inderjeet
Kaur D/O-Amar Singh W/0
Satnam Singh Bains R/OH.No.-
G-8, Police-Station, Lajpat
Nagar-lll, New Delhi-110024
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Inderjeet Kaur Bains.

0040501889-10

I Tanmoy Halder S/o Niranjan
Halder R/o Purantan Bongaon,
North 24 Parganas,West
Bengal-743235, have change
my name to Tanmay Halder

0040501887-1

ISoni Chanda S/0O Samar
Chanda H.NO-121B,Begum
Pur,New-Delhi-110017. Have
Changed my Name to Shankara
Chanda. 0040501960-4

IShaily Anil Seksaria W/0O,
Mayank Aggarwal R/0 A35F2
Priyadarshini Vihar, Delhi -
110092 have changed my name
to Shaily Aggarwal for all
purposes. 0040501933-1

I Santosh Kumar,S/0 Sh.Nevi Lal
Biswas R/0O-Kochaili
Dagaruwa-Dist Purnia-Bihar-
854326.Have Changed My
Name Sonu Kumar To Biraj
Kumar.For All Purpose.

0040501960-3

I Renu W/0 Prashant Samarwal
R/0OHNo-12, Gali No-20,
Bhagwati Garden Extn, Jain
Road, Dwarka Mode, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059 have
changed my name to Renu
Samarwal 0070663402-1

I, Aamir Hasan R/0 I-48, Muradi
road Batla house jamia
nagar,okhla,new delhi-110025
have change my name to Amir
Hasan 0070663397-1

IRajbir Singh S/o Late Shri
Maman Chand R/0-A1/318 3rd-
floor, Janakpuri Delhi-
58,inform that my name
wrongly-writtenin some
documents Rajbir Ahlawat and
Rajbir Singh Ahlawat but my
Correct-Name is Rajbir Singh
and both are same person.

0040501905-5

I Prashant Samarwal R/O H No-
12, Gali No-20, Bhagwati
Garden Extn, Jain Road,
Dwarka Mode, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi-110059 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter AashimaJangid aged
7 years and she shall hereafter
be known as Aashima
Samarwal. 0070663401-1

I Manish Shankar Thakur S/o
Sh.Arun Kumar Thakur R/o FF-
1, First Floor, Plot No.47,
Gyankhand-2, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad-201014 have
changed my name to Mannish
Thakkur for all purposes.

0040501839-2

I Kiran Bala Sarda W/0, Krishna
Kumar Newar R/o H.no.-64,
Sector - 46, Faridabad, Haryana
have changed my nameto
Kiran Newar for all purposes.

0040501940-1

I Kartar Singh S/0, Gian Singh
R/0 E-1801, Surajkund Road, 39,
IBIZA Town, Surajkund,
Faridabad-121009, Haryana,
have changed my name to
Kartar Singh Dhiman for all
purposes 0040501935-1

I Jyoti Gupta W/o Vijender
Kumar Gupta R/o0 E-702 Dwarka
Dham Apartment Plot No 13
Sector 23 Dwarka Delhi-77
have changed my name to Jyoti
Gupta for all purposes.

0070663395-1

IBhavdeep Singh,S/0 Jagjit
Singh R/0-GH-13, Flat.No-207
Paschim-Vihar Delhi-87,have
changed my minor daughter’s
name,from Hargun Kaur to
Hargun Kaur Kalra (DOB-
25/02/2002). 0040501960-2

I Aruna Gautam W/o0 Ashok R/0
160-HB Harijan Basti Dallupura
Delhi-96 have changed my
nameto Aruna. 0040501905-1

I, Charanjeet Kaur W/o Jatinder
Singh Kohli R/0-18/3 B, Front
Side, Near Government Girls
School No.-1, Tilak Nagar New
Delhi-110018 have changed my
name to Charanjeet Kaur Kohli
to Charanjeet Kaur.

0040501872-1

| hitherto known as Geeta Rani
alias Geeta Nilofer D/o
Raghubir Singh W/o Aslam
Khan Residing at 2642/4, Gali
Dharm Shala Wali Sita Ram
Bazar, Near Police Bhawan,
Delhi-110006 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Geeta Nilofar.

0040501883-1
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I, Khushboo Saxena D/o Shri
Parmanand Saxena R/o A-285,
GaliNo-16, A-4 Block, Sonia
Vihar, Karawal Nagar, Delhi-
110094 have changed my name
from Khushboo to Khushbu
Saxena,in future l will be
known as Khushbu Saxena for
all purposes. 0040501843-1

I Abdul Moyeed Siddiqui @
A.M.Siddiqui S/o Late Sh.Abdul
Waheed Siddiqui R/0 272, Jamia
Nagar, Teachers College Road,
New Delhi-110025 have
changed my name to Abdul
Moyeed Siddiqui for all
purposes. 0040501839-3

I, Jitender pal singh S/o late
S. Daljeet singh R/o 14- A
Second Floor, Sultanpur
Extension, M. G Road, New
Delhi-110030, inform that
my and my father’s name
wrongly mentioned as
Jitendra pal Singh S/o
Daljit singh in my school
documents whereas My
and my Fathers actual
name is Jitender pal singh
S/o late S. Daljeet Singh for
all purposes.

LOST & FOUND

I, Harish Kumar Chugh S/o
Shyam Lal R/o N-71, Third Floor
Kirti Nagar, New Delhi-110015
have lost property sale deed
papers : 33/9 first floor, West
Patel Nagar, New Delhi, last
three nos. 4,5,6 having
registration no:11395in book
no.1vol no.14809 finder please
inform. M :9999801871.

0040501959-1

I, Surinder Kaur W/o Amritpal
Singh R/o D-67, Vivek Vihar
Phase-I Delhi-95, have lost my
original papers of above
property D-67, Vivek Vihari.e.1
Original Possession-Letter 2
Original Lease Deed-3 Original
Demand Letter 4 Original Site
Possession Letter If anyone
found my papers, inform Me:
9958110637. 0040501892-2

PUBLIC NOTICE

Under the Instructions of my client
Sh. Ram Sahay Bansiwal S/o Mange
Lal R/o A-259, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar,
Dakshinpuri, New Delhi- 110062,
has disowned his son Rahul Bansal
and his wife Renu both from all his
moveable-immovable properties and
severed all relation with them due to
their misbehaved and misconduct. If
anybody deals with them will do so
at his own risk and responsibility, my
client shall not be responsible for the
same.
Sd/-
(MOHD. RIYAZ AHMAD ALI)
ADVOCATE
Saket Courts New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that
my client Jai Bhagwan and his wife Smt.
Beena Devi Both R/o WZ-178, Tihar
Village, Gali No. 3, New Delhi-110018
have disowned and disinherited their
major daughters Shweta and Latasha
from their all moveable or immovable
assets and have severed their all
relations with them as both of them had
married against the wishes and
permission of my client. Any one dealing
with them in any manner shall do so at
his/her own risk and cost or in case, if
any untoward incident took place with
them or their family members, my client
or their family members will not be
responsible for them in any manner.
Sd/-
MANISH KUMAR PATHAK
(ADVOCATE)
Ch. No. C-6, C.L. Joseph Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

EDUCATIONAL

Degree & Diploma

7057421082. 02358 - 280247

DELHI URBAN SHELTER
IMPROVEMENT BOARD
GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI

Notice inviting e-tenders

The Executive Engineer C-8, DUSIB,
invites on behalf of DUSIB online
Percentage rate bid on two bid
system for following work:-
NIT No: 20/EE-C-8/DUSIB 2019-20
E-tender No: 2019_DUSIB 175327_1
N.O.W: EIUS
SH: Remodelling of SW drain &
providing and Laying CC pavement in
left out deteriorated low lying lanes of
JJ Cluster Zafrabad Part-I.
Estimated Cost Rs. 43,19,586/-
Earnest Money: Rs. 86,400/-
Tender Cost Rs.500/-
Period of Completion: 150 Days
Last Time and date of submission
of bid: 16.07.2019 upto 3.00 P.M.
The bid form and other details can be
obtained from the web site
(https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
All bidders are advised to visit above
mentioned site regularly for any
update/corrigendum related to this
tender. The corrigendum, if any shall
not be advertised in press.
Executive Engineer C-08,
DUSIB (Ph. 9717999192)

DIP/Shabdarth/0323/19-20

Division No.V, Irrigation and Flood
Control Department, Govt. of NCT
of Delhi. Near Paryavaran
Complex, Saiduilajab New Delhi
110030 invites on behalf of
President of India, on line
percentage rate tender from
approved and eligible contractors
registered with Irrigation and
Flood Control Department up to
3:00 P.M on dates mentioned as
below.

1. NIT  24/2019-20/EE/CD-
V/Acs/(ID No.
2019 _IFC_175420_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:-
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Providing and
fixing Modern Children Jhula in
Parks in Vasant Gaon area in R.
K. Puram Constituency (AC-44).
E.C.Rs. 19,14,236/- Earnest
Money Rs 38,285/- Period of
Completion 90 Days. (Date of
opening 08.07.2019).

2. NIT 25/2019-20/EE/CD-
V/Acs/(ID NO.
2019_IFC_175423_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:-
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Providing and
fixing Modern Children Jhula in
different Parks in Sector-7,
Sector-8, Sector 9 area in R. K.
Puram Constituency (AC-44).
E.C. Rs. 28,71,354/- Earnest
Money Rs 57,427/- Period of
Completion 90 Days. (Date of
opening 08.07.2019).

3. NIT 26/2019-20/EE/CD-
V/Acs/(ID No.
2019_IFC_175425_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:-
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Providing and
fixing Modern Children Jhula in
different Parks in  Vasant
Apartment Vasant Enclave area
in R. K. Puram Constituency (AC-
44). E.C.Rs. 23,92,795/- Earnest
Money Rs 47,856/- Period of
Completion 90 Days. (Date of
opening 08.07.2019).

4. NIT 27/2019-20/EE/CD-
V/Acs/(ID No.
2019_IFC_175426_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:-
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Providing and
fixing Modern Children Jhula in
different Parks in Vasant Vihar
area in R. K. Puram Constituency
(AC-44). E.C. Rs. 28,71,35/-
Earnest Money Rs 57,427/-
Period of Completion 90 Days.
(Date of opening 08.07.2019).

5. NIT 28/2019-20/EE/CD-
V/Acs/(ID No.
2019 _IFC_175427_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:-
MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Providing and
fixing 300 signage Board at Khirki
Extension Savitri Nagar
Panchsheel Vihar in Greater
Kailash Constituency (AC-50).
E.C.Rs. 34,57,854/- Earnest
Money Rs 69,157/- Period of
Completion 60 Days. (Date of
opening 08.07.2019).

6. NIT 29/2019-20/EE/CD-
V/Acs/(ID No.
2019_IFC_175428_1 (
Percentage rate). H.O.A:-

MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Providing and
fixing 75 RCC benches at various
Public Park in Greater Kailash

Constituency (AC-50). E.C.Rs.
8,22,330/- Earnest Money Rs
16,447/- Period of Completion 60

Days. (Date of opening
08.07.2019).

7. NIT  30/2019-20/EE/CD-
V/Acs/(ID NO.
2019_IFC_175429_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:-

MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Providing and
fixing 10 Nos. of security gate at
Khirki Extension Savitri Nagar
Panchsheel Vihar in Greater
Kailash Constituency (AC-50).
E.C.Rs. 11,39,130/- Earnest
Money Rs 22,783/- Period of
Completion 90 Days. (Date of
opening 08.07.2019).

8. NIT 31/2019-20/EE/CD-
V/Acs/(ID No.
2019_IFC_175432_1
(Percentage rate). H.O.A:-
MLALAD N.O.W.:- Renovation of
Jhodwali Chuapal in Lado Sarai
vilage at Mehrauli Assembly
Constituency (AC-45). E.C.Rs.
6,49,111/- Earnest Money Rs
12,982/- Period of Completion 60

Days. (Date of opening
08.07.2019).

9. NIT 32/2019-20/EE/CD-
V/Acs/(ID No.
2019_IFC_175436_1 (
Percentage rate). H.O.A:-

MLALAD. N.O.W.:- Improvement
of streets in Vasant Gaon of the R.
K. Puram Assembly Constituency
AC-44. E.C.Rs. 42,12,212/-
Earnest Money Rs 84,244/-
Period of Completion 90 Days.
(Date of opening 08.07.2019).
Note:- 1). The enlistment of the
contractors should be valid on the
last date of opening of tenders. In
case the last date of opening of
tender is extended the enlistment
of contractor should be valid on
the original date of opening of
tenders.
2) Earnest Money in physical form
i.e. deposited at FDR/Banker
cheque /Demand Draft of
schedule bank issued in favour of
EE CD V I&FC Deptt. should be
deposited in the office of EE CD V
I&FC Deptt. Govt. of NCT of Delhi
Saidulajab near Paryavaran
complex New Delhi 30. On or
before the last date and time.
3) Details of above mentioned
work can be seen and
downloaded from website
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.
in
4) Tender submitted through e-
procurement portal shall be
accepted only.
5) Corrigendum, if any will be
published on e-procurement web
side only.

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER CD.V.
DIP/Shabdarth/0332/19-20

E-TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

Executive Engineer, Civil Divisio
No. IV, Irrigation & Flood Control
Department Govt. of NCT of Delhi,
L.M. Bund Office Complex, Shastri
Nagar, Delhi-31 invites on behalf of
President of India online
Percentage rate tender from
approved and eligible contractors
registered with of Irrigation & Flood
Control Department upto 3.00PM
dated on 08.07.2019 for the works:
H.O.A.: MLALAD FUND UNDER
DEPTT. OF URBAN
DEVELOPMENT

1. NIT No.17/ CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_1FC_175194_1)
Name of work:- Construction of
galies and side drains in Ambey
Enclave Block- B, at Village
Chauhan Patti in Karawal Nagar
constituency.(A.C.-70). Estimated
Cost of Rs 93,80,438/- Earnest
Money Rs 1,87,609/- period of
completion 90 days

H.O.A.: MLALAD FUND UNDER
DEPTT. OF URBAN
DEVELOPMENT

2. NIT No.18/ CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_175199_1)
Name of work: - Construction of
galies and side drains in Aditya
Garden at Village Chauhan Patti in
Karawal Nagar Constituency.
(A.C.-70). Estimated Cost of Rs
56,51,968/- Earnest Money Rs
1,13,039/- period of completion 90
days

H.O.A.: Development of
Unauthorized Colonies

3. NIT No.19/ CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_175204_1)
Name of work:- Improvement of
gali and side drains/raising of side
drains in Meet Nagar, A & B Block
U. Colony (Regn. N0.1428/895) of
Gokalpur Constituency including
maintenance for 5  years.
Estimated Cost of Rs 2,09,33,096/-
Earnest Money Rs 4,18,662/-
period of completion 365 days
H.O.A.: Development of
Unauthorized Colonies

4. NIT No.20/ CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_175210_1)
Name of work:- Improvement of
gali with side drains/raising of side
drains in Shusila Garden, Mandoli
U. C (Regn. No. 51-LOP/904) of
Gokalpur Constituency including
Maintenance for 5  years.
Estimated Cost of Rs 1,97,65,118/-
Earnest Money Rs 3,95,302/-
period of completion 180 days
H.O.A.: Development of
Unauthorized Colonies

5. NIT No.21/ CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_175214_1)
Name of work: - Development of
streets pavement and side drains
of Shiv Vihar Phase-8, Karawal
Nagar in Mustafabad Constituency
AC-69 (Regn. No. 1037/904)
including Maintenance for 5 years.
Estimated Cost of Rs 1,09,20,839/-
Earnest Money Rs 2,18,417/-
period of completion 180 days
H.O.A.: Development of
Unauthorized Colonies

6. NIT No.22/ CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_175218_1)
Name of work:- Improvement of
gali with side drains/raising of side
drains in Block- A,B,C,D,E, F and G
at Ganga Vihar, Part-2 U.C. (Regn.

No.1046/895) of Gokalpur
Constituency including
maintenance for 5  years.

Estimated Cost of Rs 1,53,42,110/-
Earnest Money Rs 3,06,842/-
period of completion 270 days
H.O.A.: Development of
Unauthorized Colonies

7. NIT No.23/ CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_175220_1)
Name of work: - Development of
street pavement and side drains of
Shiv Vihar Phase -VI, Karawal
Nagar in Mustafabad Constituency
AC-69 (Regn. No. 549/895)
including maintenance for 5 years.
Estimated Cost of Rs 1,31,73,144/-
Earnest Money Rs 2,63,463/-
period of completion 180 days
H.O.A.: Development of
Unauthorized Colonies

8. NIT No.24/ CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_175222_1)
Name of work:- Improvement of
gali and side drains/raising of side
drains in Pratap Nagar Saboli
Unauthorized Colony (Regn. No.

1179/895) of Gokalpur
Constituency including
maintenance for 5  years.

Estimated Cost of Rs 1,14,42,096/-
Earnest Money Rs 2,28,842/-
period of completion 180 days
H.O.A.: Development of
Unauthorized Colonies
9. NIT No.25/ CD-IV/IFC/2019-20
(ID No. 2019_IFC_175308_1)
Name of work:- Improvement of
gali with raising of drains in Ram
Mohalla Village Johripur U.C.
(Regn. No.19-LOP/895) of
Gokalpur Constituency including
Maintenance for 5  years.
Estimated Cost of Rs 10,38,232/-
Earnest Money Rs 20,765/- period
of completion 60 days
Note: 1) The enlistment of the
contractors should be valid on the
last date of opening of tender. In
case only the last date of opening
of tender is extended, the
enlistment of contractor should be
valid on the original date of opening
of tenders.
2) The following Scanned copies
are required to be uploaded: (i)
Scanned copy of Registration with
IFC. (ii) Scanned copy of GST.
(iiiyYScanned copy of EMD. (iv)
Scanned copy of PAN Card/
Permanent Account No (v)
Scanned copy of Email/contact no
/Address (vi) ESIC registration
No.(vii) EPFO registration No. viii)
Certificate works experience as
conditions 1.2 of PWD-6. (E-
tendering) (only S.NO. 3 and 8) (ix)
An undertaking as prescribed
under 6 iii of Pwd-6. 9 (only S.NO.
3 and 8)
(3) EMD's in the form of DD/FDR in
favour of EE, CD-IV may be
submitted in the O/o of EE, CD-IV
physically upto 3.00 P.M.in the date
of opening tender. If the same shall
not be deposited physically, the
tender shall be treated as
cancelled. The Detail of above
mentioned work can be seen and
downloaded from website
http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
4) No manual tender shall be
accepted, only tender submitted
through e-procurement portal shall
be considered.
Sd/-
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER: CD-IV
DIP/Shabdarth/0326/19-20
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IT COULD have been Davos, or any other con-
ference on the annual circuit for the world’s
wealthy. Jared Kushner, the son-in-law and
adviser to America’s president, took the stage
in Manama to offer his vision for solving the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The combatants,
he lectured, were “trapped in an inefficient
framework of the past”. The IMF director sug-
gested looking at best practices from
Mozambique. During a surreal segment on
property rights, which lie at the very heart of
the conflict, the moderator mused about us-
ing blockchain for Palestinian land deeds.

Before he took office in 2017 Donald
Trump vowed to broker the “ultimate deal”
between Israelis and Palestinians. To over-
see the effort he chose Mr Kushner, a prop-
erty developer with no experience in diplo-
macy or the Middle East. The result has been
roughly as expected. There is still no plan for
resolving the underlying conflict and its
many thorny issues: borders, refugees, the
status of Jerusalem, or the very notion of
Palestinian statehood. Its release has been
repeatedly delayed. Diplomats hint that it
may remain on the shelf until Mr Trump’s
second term, if he wins one.

Instead Mr Kushner organised this two-
day confab in Bahrain. Dubbed the “Peace to
Prosperity” workshop, the centrepiece was a
96-page plan that pledged $50bn-worth of
investment in Palestine and neighbouring
countries after a peace deal. The document is
impressive in scope. It suggests projects to
boost agriculture and tourism, fix Palestine’s
infrastructure and improve governance. All of
this would be funded by a mix of grants, con-
cessional loans and private money.

Missing amid all this detail was anything
about the Israeli occupation, in its various
forms, of the West Bank and Gaza, or about
the schism between the Palestinian leaders
in the two territories. The plan presupposes
that the Holy Land’s noxious politics have
simply vanished. Mr Kushner would spend
$5bn to connect the West Bank and Gaza, for
example. Israel has promised to do this for
years but never has, because the link is not
simply a matter of building a monorail: it
raises complex political and security ques-
tions. The $2bn plan to give Palestine 5G
wireless infrastructure would thrill entre-
preneurs, but there was no mention of how
to overcome objections from the Israeli army,
which let the West Bank have 3G only last
year, a decade after the rest of the world.

None of the speakers in Bahrain com-
mented on this dissonance, perhaps because
few were familiar with the conflict, orevenits
geography. To estimate the cost of installing
5G inPalestine, the presidentof AT&Tcom-
pared it with Mexico, which he said was five
toten timesas big(itisin fact 316 times larger).
As it stands, the plan is thoroughly unrealis-
tic. Thatis the point, Mr Kushner’s supporters
argue. It is meant to offer the Palestinians a
peace dividend, an incentive to accept his (per-
haps) forthcoming political vision. They cer-
tainly need the help. Unemployment in the
West Bank is 17%.In Gaza it is more than 50%.
Adjusted forinflation, GDP per personisal-
most unchanged from 20 years ago.

But to the Palestinians this smells like a
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White House senior adviser Jared Kushner arrive at Manama'’s Four Seasons hotel, the venue for the US-hosted ‘Peace to Prosperity’ conference, in Manama, Bahrain, last month. Reuters

bribe from a hostile president. Mr Trump cut
all American aid to them. He overturned
decades of precedent to recognise Jerusalem
asIsrael’s capital. And aides hint that the po-
litical plan will give the Palestinians far less
than the sovereign state along the pre-1967
borders that they demand.

So they decided to boycott the workshop.
Their president, Mahmoud Abbas, refused to
send anyone from his government. “The deal
of shame will go to hell,” he said in May. The

“WERE NOT PROPERTY”

Parade of horrors

A former beauty queen accuses Gambia’s former

dictator of rape

WHEN FATOU ]Jallow was crowned
Gambia’s beauty queen in 2014, it was one
of the happiest days of her life. But it was the
prelude to a nightmare. Soon afterwards
Yahya Jammeh, then the country’s dictator,
asked the 18-year-old to marry him. Ms
Jallow refused, but Mr Jammeh'’s aides kept
calling. After accepting an invitation to his
home to attend a religious event, Ms Jallow
says she was drugged and raped by Mr
Jammeh. “He asked me what made me think
that I could deny him,” she recalls. “I kept
screaming and he kept telling me no one
could hear me.”

Ms Jallow’s torment was far from an iso-
lated case. Human Rights Watch and TRIAL
International, watchdogs based in New York
and Genevarespectively, have detailed other
allegations of sexual abuse by Mr Jammeh
and his aides. Their report, released this
week, includes disturbing accounts from two
other women who allege that the former dic-
tator sexually abused them. A spokesman for
Mr Jammeh’s party denied the allegations in
a written statement to the BBC.

Mr Jammeh, who had seized power in a
coup in 1994, was ousted in early 2017. But
public anger against him lives on, stoked by
a stream of new revelations about the hor-
rors of his rule. Many have emerged in testi-
mony before a Truth, Reparations and
Reconciliation Commission established by
Gambia’s new president, Adama Barrow, to
investigate the old regime’s crimes and rec-
ommend prosecutions.

Mr Jammeh'’s henchmen allegedly killed
and tortured thousands. Journalists and ac-
tivists disappeared in the night, never to be
seen again. Dissidents were thrown into an

Reed Brody, an American lawyer
working with Human Rights
Watch, notes that many of Mr
Jammeh’s victims came from
other west African countries,
including Ghana and Ivory
Coast. These included 56
migrants who were massacred
by his men in 2005. Mr Brody
thinks that the latest rape
allegations will add pressure

airless dungeon, known as the “crocodile
hole”, beneath the headquarters of Mr
Jammeh'’s intelligence agency.

The longer he ruled, the more erratic he
became. His men once detained and drugged
an estimated 1,000 villagers with a power-
ful hallucinogen because he thought that
witchcraft was responsible for the death of
afamily member. He also claimed to be able
tocure HIV with his bare hands.

Ina poor country of about 2m people, he
allegedly stole energetically. When he fled
into exile in Equatorial Guinea he did so in
his Rolls-Royce, leaving the state’s coffers
empty. Campaigners are pressing Equatorial
Guinea’s president, Teodoro Obiang, to hand
him over for trial.

Reed Brody, an American lawyer work-
ing with Human Rights Watch, notes that
many of Mr Jammeh’s victims came from
other west African countries, including
Ghana and Ivory Coast. These included 56

private sector also declined invitations. Arab
states were thus reluctant to share a stage
with Israeli officials—who were not invited

inthe end, though some Israeli businessmen
did come. Reporters from six Israeli outlets
sent fawning dispatches. The country’s largest

Before Jared Kushner took office in 2017 Donald Trump vowed
to broker the “ultimate deal” between Israelis and Palestinians.
To oversee the effort he chose Mr Kushner, a property developer
with no experience in diplomacy or the Middle East

newspaper, Israel Hayom, which backs both
Mr Trump and the Israeli prime minister,
Binyamin Netanyahu, dubbed Bahrain the “is-
land of hope”, an odd appellation for a king-
dom that crushed a popular uprising in 2011.

And that, perhaps, points to the real out-
come of the workshop. It was the most pub-
lic manifestation of along and mostly private
rapprochement between Israel and the Gulf
states, one the Trump administration is keen
to promote. The event did nothing to end the

Former Gambian President Yahya Jammeh arrives at the airport before flying into exile from Gambia in January 2017. Reuters

migrants who were massacred by his men
in 2005. Mr Brody thinks that the latest rape
allegations will add pressure. “It’s going to
be harder and harder for Obiang to keep pro-

tecting Jammeh,” he says.

Ms Jallow managed to escape from
Gambia and now lives in Canada, where she
is studying social care. Talking about what

happened “is my duty to other girls”, she
says. “lam willing to open the gate and make
sure that this man will one day face justice.
want to send a message to men in our soci-

Israeli-Palestinian conflict. But it was another
sign that the Gulf states are looking to move
past it. Though they are not quite ready to
recognise Israel, they see it as an ally against
a shared threat from Iran. The Palestinians
have far less to offer. “All we have is our moral
power,” says Mkhaimer Abu Saada, a political
analyst in Gaza. That still counts for some-
thing—but less and less each passing day.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019

ety, that we’re not property, that we’re not
goats.”

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019
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CROSSWORD 3850
ACROSS DOWN
1 Little nap onabed rather 1 Thekind to work as a key

badly made (10)

6 Theband plays a short piece (4)

10 Took steps to help with
training (5)

11 Forged letters used by fighters
of the past(5,4)

12 Thisarm’s moved quite
quickly (8)

13 Three goddesseslay outa
feast(5)

15 Dazed US general in retreat
and encircled (7)

17 Ithasalargebillin place
perhaps(7)

19 First-rate arrangement for a
performer (7)

21 GirlItookonforajob(7)

22 Comingtoavital conclusion(5)

24 Minister with a number of
shepherds (8)

27 Possibly finding a stone a bit
unyielding (9)

28 Icomplainwhen shereturns(5)

29 Machine-gunnestblownup(4)

30 What the twister may lead
you? (5,5)

operator (4)

Descriptive of a lay figure? (9)

Dread variety of snake (5)

Withdrawing support? (7)

Stretch to a shelf, perhaps, to

give heracup(5,2)

Aportion by itself(5)

Drives off and achieves

perfection (5,2,3)

9 The bits one pinches (8)

14 Youths who have short-
service commissions
(6,4)

16 Status symbols? (8)

18 Oriental quarterin Dresden
perhaps (9)

20 Former buccaneer has no
right to make amends thus
(7)

21 There’ll be friction as long as
he’sat work (7)

23 PublicationI put to a variety of
uses(5)

25 Was a possessive type? (5)

26 Toy that needs a wind to get

going (4)

[S2 “NR VNI ]
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Solutions Crossword 3849: Across: 1 Tearing, 5 Ranks, 8 Pastilles, 9 Gum, 10 Sift,
12 Brighten, 14 Errors, 15 Meteor, 17 Research, 18 Aria, 21 Tea, 22 Hard Times,

24 Cider, 25 Support. Down: 1 Topes, 2 Ass, 3 Isis, 4 Galore, 5 Resigned, 6 Night gear,
7 Seminar, 11 Firm stand, 13 Breather, 14 Erratic, 16 Scores, 19 Asset, 20 Atop,

23 Mao.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

The of wisdom, that is what the public calls madness. - Jean Cocteau (7,5)
IREEE BEOLIT
DGIIR AAIMMX
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Dated Aizawl, the 28th June, 2019
TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders are hereby invited on behalf of the
Governor of Mizoram from reputed and Bonafide
Manufacturer or their authorized dealers for Tender for
Laboratory Reagents & Chemicals etc which will be
received by the Director, Hospital & Medical Education,
New Secretariat Complex, Aizawl on or before 19.07.2019
upto 12:00 noon. Quotations are to be opened by Director
Hospital & Medical Education or her authorized
representatives at 12:30 p.m. on the same day. The
tenderers or their representative may also be present at
the time of opening of the Quotations, if they so desire.

Detailed terms & conditions can be obtained from the office
of Director, Hospital & Medical Education, New Secretariat
Complex, Khatla Aizawl during office hours on all working

days.
Sd/- HLLALENGMAWIA
Secretary to the Govt. of Mizoram

IPR NO 106 Health & Family Welfare Department

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s =Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius

SUDOKU 3898
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SOLUTION SUDOKU 3897

OFFICE OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR
ASSAM STATE TRANSPORT CORPORATION
GUWAHATI
Ref. No.: STHP/Tender/2019-20/1657
Re-Tender Notice cum Corrigendum

Assam State Transport Corporation (A.S.T.C.) invites
sealed tenders in two bid system for
a) Purchase of automobile spare parts (Tata, Ashok
Leyland, SML, Eicher, Volvo) for passengr buses (Heavy &
Medium) from authorized dealers or retailers.
b) Supply of new tyre, tube & flap from reputed
manufacturer company.
Interested tenderers may collect the tender document for
the cateogory of item he is interested in from the office of
the undersigned on any working day during office hours on
payment of Rs.1000.00 (Rupees one thousand only) in
cash to the cash counter.
The Re-tender document can also be downloaded from our
website: www.astc.assam.gov.in w.e.f 08.07.2019 up to
22.07.2019. Any new information related to the tender
documents will be published in the website only. In case,
the tender document is downloaded from the website and
tender is submitted, the tender document fee Rs.1000.00
in the form of bank draft drawn in favour of the Managing
Director, Assam State Transport Corporation, payable at
SBI, South Guwahati, Assam shall have to be submitted
along with the technical bid.
Tenderer, who had submitted tenders in response to [Part
(a) of NIT] of previous NIT No. STHP/Tender/2019-20/988
dtd. 05.02.2019 and NIT No. STPH/Tender/2019-20/0153
dtd.07.06.2019 may submit fresh tender in pursuance of
the RE-tender notice cum corrigendum or he may opt to
retain his tender submitted earlier. In that case he will have
to give an undertaking to accept his previous tender and
shall have drop his acceptance letter in tender box or they
may send by registered post to reach the office of the
undersigned on or before last date & time of submission of
re-tender of each  category as mentioned on the tender
documents.
Tenderer, who had submitted in response to [Part (b) of
NIT] of previous NIT No. STHP/Tender/2019-20/988 dtd.
05.02.2019 and NIT No. STPH/Tender/2019-20/0153 dtd.
07.06.2019 should submit fresh tender in pursuance of the
Re-tender notice cum corrigendum.
With respect to Part (b) of this NIT for “Supply of New Tyre,
Tube & Flap from reputed manufacturer company” for the
year 2019-20, 8 (Eight) nos Tyre sizes have been added to
earlier list and updated list as follows:
-At present ASTC uses the following sizes of tyres;
9.00-20; 10.00-20; 8.25-20; 7.50-16; 295/80R 22.5;
235/75R 17.5; 8.25-16; 185/85 R16; 195/15C 107/ 1058;
145/80/R12 74T; 1000 R20; 235/65 R17; 215/75 R15;
235/55 R19 105T.

Dt 4-7-19

(A.P. Tiwari, IPS)
Managing Director
A.S.T.Corporation, Guwahati
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DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
It's time to put
yourself first, but
recognise that others
will come second
and therefore
deserve your help, sympathy
and assistance. If at all
possible, please do make
financial plans earlier rather
than later, for you need to be
well prepared before new
choices loom.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Venus’ movements
are very fortunate
from the general
romantic and
emotional point of

view, not that you'll notice just

yet. First you have to get in
touch with people from

your past and then, within

seven days, something

will have happened to make

you smile.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
It could be another
four or five days
before you have the
power to enforce
your will without the risk that
you'll shoot yourself in the foot
or undermine your own
interests. This is a day to form
alliances and act in concert with
your sympathisers.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Employers or those
in positions of
authority should be
gearing up for some

sort of initiative, but they may

not make it before you take
your decisions. And if you're
sensible and keep quiet

when others are sounding

off, then you may be let

off the hook and saved

from embarrassment.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Try to see people and
situations as they
really are. If you
genuinely manage to
understand the true
nature of what’s going on, you
will realise that delays and
unpunctuality are part of life’s
rich tapestry. Actually, an
unscheduled hold-up might
give you the chance to
think again.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Althoughyou are
very realistic in some
senses, you do tend
tobury your head in

the sand when emotions are

raised. You must realise that
loved ones are entitled to
receive direct answers to clear
questions. If you're honest with
them then they’re more likely
to be straight with you.

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Asfarasvery
intimate affairs are
concerned, you must
refuse to be drawn

back into the past, no matter

how persistent and tiresome
other people become. Never
allow yourself to be
emotionally blackmailed, and if
you have done something
embarrassing, then come out
and admit it.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Your personal life
seems to have been
turned upside down
not once, not twice

but possibly three times over

the last twelve months.

Everything seems to depend

on how well you manage one

or two important
relationships, and how
successful you are in keeping
partners on your side.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Questions of a joint
financial nature
may have made you
feel inefficient or

inept — or just not good at

handling money. However,
what transpires before long
may have made you rather
more certain than you were
that you can handle almost
any eventuality.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Far too much has
been going on
behind the scenes
foryoutobe

bothered by new

developments. One issue is that
the questions no longer seem as
clear-cut as they once were,
and that standards appear to
have slipped. Stick to high
principles and you can’t go

too far wrong.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
All those significant
planetary patterns
indicate far-
reaching changesin
partnership affairs. If at all
possible, you must get a grip on
people whowon't, or can'’t,
understand what requires to be
done. Perhaps they need a good
talking to. But are you the
persontodoit?

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Any arguments that
do erupt over the
next month or so are
likely to be
prompted by opportunities at
home. Do your bestand geton
and complete each and every
outstanding task. You'll never
actually get to the end, but at
least you can shift some of the
burden on to other shoulders.

Online Tenders are invited through e-Tendering System on
the e-Portal https://etenders.hry.nic.in from Reputed
Agencies, Service Providers, Private/ Public Limited
Companies or Labour Co-operative Societies or Firms for
Outsourcing of various Services/ Activities for its Head Office
at Panchkula and Branch/ Field Offices in the State of
Haryana as per details given below:

Description of Work EMD to be Tender Document

Iltems Deposited Fee &
by Bidder  e-Service Fee
Outsourcing of various Services/ Rs. Rs. 6000/- (5000/-

Activities in HSIIDC 10,00,000/- + 1000/-)

Start Date & Time of Bid Preparation & Submission
06.07.2019 from 11.00 Hrs.

Expiry Date & Time of EMD Submission
17.07.2019 upto 17.00 Hrs.

Date & Time of Closing of Bid Preparation & Submission
17.07.2019 upto 17.00 Hrs.

The Tender Document containing detailed terms & con-
ditions of the Tender and various timelines to be
adhered to by the Intending Bidders can be downloaded
from the Portal: https://etenders.hry.nic.in. The
Corporation reserves the right to reject/ cancel any
Tender at any stage without assigning any reasons
thereof. . .
Managing Director

Haryana State Industrial and

Infrastructure Dev. Corpn. Ltd.
Regd. Office: C-13 & 14, Sector-6, Panchkula-134109, Haryana, INDIA
Enquiries: +91-172-2590481-83, Fax: 0172-2590352,
E-mail: info@hsiidc.org.in, CIN U29199HR1967SGC034545

77335/HRY. Release through DIPR, Haryana
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AROUND TOWN

Cine Scapes

THE ONGOING European Union FIm
Festival is approaching its last leg. On
July 5, Instituto Cervantes will screen
Italian film Drive Me Home (pictured)
that follows the story of two childhood
friends who meet after a decade and
Maltese director Peter Sant’s Of Time
and the Sea at 4 pm and 6 pm respec-
tively. At The India Habitat Centre's
Gulmohar Hall, you can catch the
screening of #FemalePleasure at 7 pm.
On July 7, Romanian film, Beside Me,
which explores human connectivity
will be screened. At 7 pm on both days.
Entryis free.

What He Wrote

VARIOUS THEATRE artistes from Delhi
— Sabina Mehta Jaitly, Sohaila Kapur,
Sunit Tandon, Charu Shankar and
Pallavi Batra — will pay a tribute to late
playwright-actor Girish Karnad, with
dramatised readings of excerpts from
his plays, in an event titled Myth,
Magic and Mystery.On July 6, 7 pm, at
Amaltas Hall, India Habitat Centre.

Food on My Plate

EXPERIENCE THE flavours from the
lands of the Maharajas, Mughals and
Nawabs who made the famed Golden
Triangle of India — Jaipur, Agra, and
Delhi — at at Indus Express in
Dwarka’s Vivanta. The menu has
dishes such as Rajma ki gilawat,
Machhli Jaisamandi and Laccha tokri
chat. On till July 7, from 7.30 pm to
11.45 pm. Price: Rs 1399 onwards.

Price of Life

THEATRE ACTOR, director and pup-
peteer Manish Joshi Bismil’s Hindi
comedy Patloon depicts the story of a
shoe polisher whose experiences re-
flect the harsh inequalities of society.
The dark comedy also highlights un-
usual and unfulfilled desires that are
often inescapable. On 7 July, 7 pm, at
LTG Auditorium, Mandi House.
Tickets on BookMyShow.

BARUN HALDAR 1932-2019

2 3 TALK ART, MUSIC, STYLE, FOOD

Sherline Pimenta during a session (above); a participant’s creation from Pimenta’s storytelling session on flowers

Magic in the Mundane

Pune-based storyteller Sherline Pimenta believes in educating
her audience through a range of stories on myriad subjects
ranging from Maharashtrian culture to honeybees

DIPTINAGPAUL

IN HER storytelling session last Sunday at
the Dr Bhau Daji Lad Museum in Byculla,
Sherline Pimenta told her audience — a
mix of children and adults — that there are
close to 400 mangoes available in the
Indian market. She also spoke about the
fact that India’s favourite fruit is at the
heart of the famous Ekambareshwar tem-
ple in Tamil Nadu. On the outset, these
may sound like mundane facts compiled
from the internet but when the 39-year-
old storyteller takes a session, she does
not merely lecture about her chosen topic.
“...Ekambareshwar temple in
Kanchipuram is dedicated to Shiva. It’s
said that after Sati’s demise, Shiva didn’t
want to marry again. So Parvati did her
penance under a mango tree, which is also
where the two eventually got married.
This tree sits in the compound of the
Ekambareshwar temple and has four dif-
ferent varieties of mangoes growing onit.
Now, in fact, this may have been grafting
at some point but the perceived divinity
of the tree allows for drama, which I use
for my storytelling,” explains Pimenta.

The founder of Kathanika, a “profes-
sional service” focussed on storytelling,
Pimenta educated herself in visual arts,
psychology, history, and sociology.

“Itwasn’t a profession I had considered
at the time; I merely took up subjects I
found interesting and decided to see
where it takes me,” she explains. She en-
countered the possibility of turning into
a professional storyteller after a friend,
who was exploring teaching of science
through comic books, asked her to help
with pilot testing. “I started to enjoy the
mixing of facts with the fun part of the
subject and people encouraged me to take
it up,” she says.

But it wasn’t until her older son, now
five years old, got her to tell stories for a
‘bring-your-parent-to-school- day’ that
she decided to turn professional. Pimenta

‘His voice was
emphatic, but not
like a cannon’

Veteran radio news broadcaster, Barun Haldar,
whose composed baritone was the hallmark of
precise and mannerly news reading, passes away

SUANSHUKHURANA

ONCE UPON a time, there was radio, the unri-
valled one, and news was still about decorum
and not high drama and TRPs. Thisis when, in
the "70s and '80s, Barun Haldar’s voice — “a
composed baritone” — broadcasted news to
the people of a new India. And the nation
heard, in raptattention, “This is All India Radio.
The news, read by Barun Haldar (he pro-
nounced it as Borun Haldar)”. The voice was
calm, poised, and had impeccable diction. The
influence was substantial on a nation that
heard Haldar’s broadcast as much for infor-
mation as they did for his nuanced presenta-
tion. Haldar, one of AIR’s chief newsreaders,
and a household name that inspired a gener-
ation that was in thrall of his reading style and
art of broadcasting, passed away in Kolkataon
Wednesday. He was 87 and ailing for a while.

Tributes and condolences for the veteran

news broadcaster poured in from
many on social media including President
Ramnath Kovind.

Haldar’s friend, col-
league and veteran AIR
news broadcaster Minoti
Chatterjee, remembers
Haldar as “a very emphatic
voice butatthe sametimeit
wasn't like a cannon”.
“There are a few things that
gointo the making of anews
broadcaster on the radio.
There is the voice that you
are born with. Then you
train this voice, you modu-
late accordingly, take pho-
netics training, enunciate,
aspirate,and elongate. And Barunda was a per-
fect 10in all these departments. His voice was
mellifluous and velvety with perfect accent
and diction,” says Chatterjee, who adds that

There are a few things that
go into the making of a
news broadcaster. And
Borun da was a perfect 10
inall these departments.
His voice was mellifluous
and velvety with perfect
accent and diction

MINOTICHATTERJEE

SHERLINE PIMENTA'S
MANGO-LORE

M Itis believed that the first time
mangoes, originally an Indian fruit,
travelled out of the country
through Alexander’s army.

B There is a story according to
which mangoes were not
originally from India but Lanka.
When Hanuman went to Lanka, he
sat on a mango tree and tried the
fruit, which he liked. Since he
couldn’t bring back the seed, he set
itafloatin ariver stream and the
current washed it ashore in India.

M According to one of the stories,
mango is referred to as ‘aamraphal’
in the Vedas. As the term travelled
south, it became ‘mamre’ and then
‘manga’, which is what it’s called in
Malayalam and Tamil. Unable to
pronounce ‘manga’, the ortuguese
started to call it mango.

Barun Haldar

back then the image that the news reader pro-
jected was extremely significant.

Legendary AIR Chief Newsreader, and
Haldar’s senior, Sushil Javeri, the man known
to be a taskmaster for “how
to speak English correctly”,
remembers Haldar as a fine
newsreader, “whonever par-
ticipated in criticising any-
one”.“He wasavery popular
newsreader, with a good
clarity of voice. His broad-
casts were liked by amajority
of people in India,” says
Javeri, 89.

Haldar began his broad-
casting career in the '60s at
Calcutta’s All India Radio,
with an extremely popular
western music programime
called Musical Bandbox. Sunday afternoons
changed after that show began. And the love-
struck listeners — of the voice and of a music
show about English songs —would tuneinand

has, since, turned a professional story-
teller and her audience comprises both
adults and children. She works with a
school in Pune and was recently in
Mumbai for a few sessions at the interna-
tional airport, which is hosting a
Maharashtra festival for the travellers.
“Through stories, I was highlighting
the vibrant culture of Maharashtra and to-
wards the end, the participants
got to paint the Kolhapuri topi, which they
could take back with them,” she
points out.

Pimenta always includes an activity in
her storytelling sessions because “it en-
sures that the participant is invested”.
However, the stories are supported with
extensive research that she puts into each
of her subjects. For example, she spent a
year studying flowers before starting ses-
sions on the topic. When the topic of bees
came up, Pimenta spent months interact-
ing with the professors at the Central Bee
Research Institute in Pune, studying hon-
eycombs, bee harvesting, and related sub-
jects. “Once that process is complete, I find
myths, folklores and fairytales that revolve
around the subject to find magic in the
mundane,” she adds.

never fail to keep their date. “It was more so
because of him and his voice. There would be
these fans dying to know who he was.Itwas a
beautiful voice and presentation,” says
Chatterjee. When someone, usually awoman,
managed to tell him that she was head over
heels inlove with his voice, the private person
that Haldar was, would just shy away. “He was
very different from how you thought he’d be
because of the image you'd built of himin your
head through his voice,” says Chatterjee. In
1971, his measured and balanced English war
commentary of the Indo-Bangladesh war
found much attention with millions cocking
their ears to listen to him speak.

In the '70s, Haldar shifted to Delhi and

joined the General News Room of All India

Radio, finding there an array of legends such
as Melville de Mellow (still remembered for
his seven-hour live radio commentary on the
funeral procession of Mahatma Gandhi), Devki
Nandan Pandey, Surojit Sen, Pamela Singh,and
Roshan Menon, among others.

Chatterjee, a political science teacher, met
Haldarin the '80s when she joined AIRand did
aslew of dual bulletins with him. “I was lucky
enough to read alongside him. At that time
there was no electronic media, so we bridged
election programmes through telephones, did
live shows in the studio. You needed to remain
unaffected despite being shown plycards of
‘now Jaipur’ and so on in quick succession. I
learned from him, to keep your head on your
shoulders, and take each session like a per-
formance. I grew up under him,” says
Chatterjee. Haldar retired as Chief Newsreader
in 1990 but got two back to back extensions.
The designation does not exist anymore.

Every time there was a new voice, he’d
joke, “This one will give you a run for your
money. He’d never tell me that I was good.
I'll always remember him fondly,”
says Chatterjee.
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SEA PRINCESS

Singer Halle Bailey, 19, has been cast as Ariel in Disney’s
live action reimagining of The Little Mermaid, which will be
directed by Rob Marshall. Hailing from Atlanta in the US,
she’s the younger sibling in the R&B duo Chloe x Halle, and
was nominated for two Grammys this year.

FROM MY
PANTRY

Chef
HUSSAIN
SHAHZAD

on his
favourite
technique

LOST ART: Goa is the only region in
India that makes a traditional leavened
bread. It’s called poee. But the original way
of making this bread, an artform in intself,
seems to be dying. The restaurant O Pedro
was built on the idea of how we could
bring to life this dying artform. This is why
we built a wood-fired oven — the most au-
thentic element in making this bread. We
make our poee twice a day, and it’s So pop-
ular that when people walk in asking for
it. We tell them that there’s nothing fresh,
they’ll have to wait till the next batch is
baked, and they’re willing to do so. In this
age of no-carb and gluten-free diets, it’s
quite something for people to love this
bread so much.

LEARNING FROM THE BEST: I'm a
Bohri Muslim from Chennai and I knew
nothing about the Goan poee in the be-
ginning. Someone told me that there’s a
baker in Ribandar, near Panjim, who s still
making poees everyday according to the
traditional method. I was told to go there
at4 pm, armed with a chiplet of Amul but-
ter, so that when the poees come out hot
and fresh, I'm ready to eat them. I thought
I would be the only idiot turning up out-
side a bakery at four in the afternoon with
butter, but I was wrong. There were 25
others waiting in line already. After some
persuasion, the baker agreed to teach me
how to make poees. He had a very susegad
(laidback) approach to baking: he would
place the dough in a large bathtub in his
bakery and leave it to proof for three
hours, and go take a nap. By the time he
would wake up, the dough would be
ready to go into the oven, and soon the
customers and vendors on cycles would

Hussain Shahzad (top) Tejal Pandey;
fresh Goan poees with assorted
butters Sanjay Ramchandran

turn up to buy the fresh poees.

READY, FIRE, EAT: The wood-fired
oven obviously doesn’t have a mind of its
own. We are the ones who control it, we
decide how hot it should be, when the
dough should go in, and when it should
come out. Unlike when using a technolog-
ically advanced oven, this requires you to
constantly interact with the food that
you're making, because you have to keep
monitoring it. This is a more direct, hands-
on way of making poee and this is some-
thing I enjoy. It’s also such a basic, simple
recipe, but that is what makes it more of a
challenge. If you get it wrong, there’s noth-
ing that you can hide behind.

Hussain Shahzad, Executive Chef,
O Pedro, Mumbai
ASTOLDTOPOOJAPILLAI

RABIN MONDAL1929-2019

‘Light was for others to
claim, I just looked on’

Prolific modernist Rabin Mondal spent a
lifetime painting human suffering

VANDANAKALRA

PAINTED IN bold strokes and rich hues,
artist Rabin Mondal'’s figures often
stared at the viewers. They were stark
and desolate, reflecting Mondal’s ob-
servations of life around him and urging
for empathy. He worked towards the
endeavour till the very end. On July 2,
the Kolkata-based artist breathed his
last. He was 90. “His perspective was art
that is beautiful is not art. For him, art
being a mirror to society was a very im-
portant aspect,” says Kishore Singh,
Head of Exhibitions and Publications,
DAG. The gallery acquired Mondal’s es-
tate over a decade back and organised
a retrospective of his work in 2014.

Born in the crowded neighbour-
hood of Howrah, Mondal was the son
of a draughtsman and grew up with
meagre finances. Art, for him, was not
mere passion but also a means to de-
pict his sentiments and concerns. He
first took up drawing and painting at
the age of 12, after an injury on his knee
confined him to bed for four years, but
it was to become a pursuit that he con-
tinued for life. Having closely witnessed
the horrors of the 1943 Bengal famine
and violence and suffering in the years
leading to post-Independent India, the
human predicament remained his con-
stant subject. “I have always been
drawn to the plight of man and his ex-
istence for as long as I can remember.
Calcuttais the ideal place to observe hu-
man life in its many stratums, and |
painted humanity as I saw it. The de-
generate, dispossessed, debauched, as
well as the beautiful — life in its many
variations,” stated the artist in the pub-
lication Kingdom of Exile: A Rabin
Mondal Retrospective.

For Mondal, the journey to becom-
ing an artist was not smooth. Though
he joined an art course at Kolkata’s
Government School of Art in 1949, he
was forced to discontinue due to his
family’s limited finances. Working in
the family manufacturing unit, he com-
pleted a commerce course at
Vidyasagar College. In 1955, he was em-
ployed by the Indian Railways, and soon
joined evening classes at the Indian Art
Schoolin Calcutta. Even though his first
soloin 1962 at the Academy of Fine Arts
in Calcutta was well-received and he
exhibited across India with fellow
members of the Calcutta Painters
Group, established in 1964, he contin-
ued his full-time job because there was
no market for art . “He was extremely
simple. There was no artistic ego or
pride that he made such powerful
work,” says artist Manu Parekh, who
first met him when he was in Kolkata

Rabin Mondal (top); one of his
untitled works

in the '60s. He adds, “He was not inter-
ested in the market at all.”

A member of the Communist Party
for a brief period, for Mondal, art was
also a means of protest. Primitivist and
expressionist, his works often depicted
political apathy. One of his most recog-
nised series featured the “king” and
“queen” as traumatised figures who
were ironically called kings and queens.
Exhibited at the Shanghai Biennale in
2016, talking about the series from the
’70s, Singh says, “He looked at people
in the position of power and recognised
how they made themselves vulnerable
— that is the quintessence of the ‘King’
series. The way he was able to craft the
fact that power, which for many people
isanend initself, is actually something
that unhinges people, takes them away
from reality.”

It was perhaps Mondal himself who
best described his art, when in Kingdom
of Exile: A Rabin Mondal Retrospective,
he stated, “I have faced strife and tur-
moil.  have known great pain. If you are
fortunate, you experience seasons of
light and darkness — for me, however,
it has largely been darkness and more
darkness. Light was for others to claim,
[justlooked on.”
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WON

vs England

June 3, Nottingham
Pak won by 14 runs
Come back strongly to

post 348/8 and stun
favourites England

_ LosT

vs West Indies

NORESULT

vs Sri Lanka

June 7, Bristol

Match abandoned because of rain

Split points with Sri Lanka

May 31, Nottingham
WIwon by 7 wickets

A batting implosion saw them bowled out for 105

Icc WorLD Cur 2019

MAy 30 To JuLy 14

PAKISTAN'S

UNSTEADY

PULSE

LOST

vs Australia

June 12, Taunton
Aus won by 41 runs

Top orderfails to deliverin
chaseof 308

WON

vs South Africa
June 23, London
Pak won by 49 runs
All-round performance

keeps their World Cup
hopes alive

LOST
vs India
June 16, Manchester

L Indwon by 89 runs(D/L method)

Bowlers let themm down as
India post 336/5
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TobpAy’s GAME
PAK vS B'DESH

London
LIVE ON STAR SPORTS:3 PM

WON

vs New Zealand w

June 26, Birmingham
Pak won by six wickets

Fast bowler Shaheen
Afridi with 3 wktsand
Babar Azam'’s century
resultin Kiwis’ first loss

WON
vs Afghanistan
June 29, Leeds

Pak won by 3 wickets
W
Prevail in a low-scoring game

with just 2 balls to spare. But
their fate depends on outcome
of Indvs NZand NZ vs Eng.

With nine points from eight games,
Pakistan is placed 5th and is unlikely to
reach the semifinal

No longer unpredictable

Unlike Imran’s cornered tigers of '92, Sarfraz's boys didn't have it in them to justify cricket's famous dread 'you never know with
Pakistan'. SRIRAM VEERA reports that the nostalgia-based hope has evaporated from cricket stadiums and Pak Twitter handles

WHY IS Nadeem Omar just disappointed,
and not surprised, that Pakistan have all but
bowed out of the World Cup? But first, who
is Omar? He is the owner of Pakistan Super
League franchise Quetta Gladiators where
Sarfraz Ahmed is the captain. But Omar is
also the patron saint of Pakistan cricket in
some ways. He runs cricket clubs, promotes
young talent, and funds grassroot develop-
ment of the game in the country. Who got
Viv Richards to PSL? He did. Who is the genial
godfather of many young players? He is. But
why isn’t he angry?

“Is team mein voh jaan nahi hai, (It doesn’t
have the spark). This team is different.” But
what about all that 1992 talk? Omar laughs.
A wry, almost sad, dry laughter. A laugh
bereft of joy. “That team, once it goton aroll,
you knew it would go all the way. Atleast do
something special.”

What about the accusations and annoy-
ance at India for going easy in the end overs
against England? “First, we have to set our
house in order. There is no use looking else-
where for scapegoats. Bakra nahin dhoondna
hai, apne andar dekho pehle. Right now, the
fans are searching for conspiracy theories but
inmy opinion, all thatis needless. Did we re-
ally think and believe that this team could
have gone all the way? You can fool the
world, not yourself,” Omar says from
Pakistan. He doesn’t buy the desperate fans’
arguments that if only Pakistan had gone
through, they would have won the Cup.

Over the years, at Omar’s house, Sarfraz
would come and sing at the mehfils. Naats,
(poetry as ode to the Prophet) and even songs
from Bollywood movies. There is a video that
Omar shared couple of years ago from an
Independence Day celebratory night at his
house. There is Sarfraz, in a kurta, legs folded,
sat under a shamiana and baring his soul. He
first sings “Mera paigham Pakistan”, a beau-
tiful rendition that fills the air. Someone
sends a note across - viewers request.
“Baharon phool barsao, mera mehboob aaya
hai,” Sarfraz sings to great appreciation.

Just after the 2017 Champions Trophy,
those lyrics could well have been sung about
Sarfraz himself. An enthralled Pakistan, it
seemed, had landed at his house, hanging on
ledges and cheering for their star waving
from the balcony. Every nook and corner
around the mohalla damp with human
sweat. A myth slowly built around him. Look,
thereis Sarfraz coming out at4 am to meet a
handicapped child. There he is jesting with a
newspaper sports editor, who used to criti-
cise him in print, but didn’t take it to heart.
Then the lights went out suddenly.

In the 1980s, it was bright, and used to
light up small towns in India. In the outskirts
of Kancheepuram, a small temple and silk-
saree town in southern India, just outside a
small school, stood a magnificent banyan
tree where kids would hang about on the
branches. That's where one first heard it:
“Allah hu Akbar, anju-paisa rubber, Miandad
adichaan sixer, pudichaan Gavaskar! (Allah hu
Akbar, five-paisa rubber, Miandad hit a sixer,
caught by Gavaskar)

The cricket ditty just about rhymed, and
was devoid of any meaning, but it has stuck
in the mind, and loops around in the head
when India play Pakistan. It was well before
that crafty Javed Miandad hit that six in
Sharjah, but when he eventually did, and
Gavaskar or Krish Srikkanth, the man whose
head the ball flew over at deep midwicket
and who was left slapping his hands in dis-
appointment, the ditty took on a mysterious
spine-tingling turn for some of us.

Wiatching India play Pakistan was one of
the life-defining experiences in the 80’s. The
Doordarshan logo spiralling out of control,
the saree-clad lady presenter taking us to un-
known places in the rest of India where
matches would be held, and if the telecast
was interrupted, we would have to hear the
dreaded announcement, “Aayiye dekhte
hain Bharatiyam” (a cultural event of sorts).

But the point beyond the silly nostalgia
was that in the 80s, cricket against Pakistan

Any realistic chance of Pakistan reaching the semifinals seems to have slipped away from them with a 300-plus run win needed for Sarfraz Khan’s team. File

meant something,. It set you up for rejection,
for bliss, for unexplained hurts, and for blues
- and, most importantly, matured you. Loving
West Indies, as many Indians then did, was
easy. They owned the game. They enchanted,
they bossed around, and yet, they captivated
us with their dazzling skills.

Pakistan was more complex. Indo-Pak, in
particular, threw up complicated questions.
It was always more than a cricket match.
Politics, religion, sports; everything rolled
into one. Sport often panders to the parochial
but these men in green elevated you with
their jaw-dropping brand of cricket.

West Indian fast bowlers would knock
your head and stare silently. Australians
would snarl. With them, the territory was
known: everything they did was within the
cricketing syllabus. Grace and talent from
West Indians, remarkable spirit and skill from
Australians - but it was still within the known.

Pakistan was different. Who could make
the ball swing in in the air and then bend
away? Michael Holding almost sneers at
modern-day reverse swing. For him, it would
be a purely Pakistani art. “The ball would be
released like an outswinger, it would curl
away like an outswinger and then suddenly,
it would tail in sharply. These days, it’s all
about the shiny side and such - even a
medium pacer is bowling it,” he said.

They also gave hope to ordinary men. Not
because we could match up to their skills but
somehow, until something stirred in them, it
could be well us hurling the ball across in our
gullies. Then as Osman Samiuddin, the au-

LEADING SCORERS

thor of the much-acclaimed work on
Pakistan cricket The Unquiet One, is wont to
say, “On hai, On hai.” The other day, against
Australia, or was it England, Osman turned
tolook at Wagar Younis, sitting behind him,
and blurted out, “On hai, On hai”. That’s the
moment when they sense that Pakistan play-
ers are switched on and a transformation is
happening in front of their eyes. Alchemy on
a cricket field. Waqar just smiled - Been there,
done that, settle down kid, sort of a smile.

Alas, ‘on hai, on hai’ has made sparse ap-
pearances this time. Nostalgia-based hope
has evaporated from most cricket stadiums,
from kebab shops in Birmingham and
Manchester, on Pakistan Twitter handles
and, going by Omar’s accounts, from streets
in Lahore and Islamabad.

The thing that annoys the likes of Omar is
many mistakes could have been avoided. Why
would you hang on to Shoaib Malik?
Nostalgia? Adesperation to keep the 90’s spirit
alive? What made you hide Haris Sohail for so
long? Spite? Lack of imagination? Nepotism?
Other questions are already being asked now
inPakistan: Why is Mickey Arthur the coach?
Nice man by all accounts but is he the best
coach for Pakistan? Why is Grant Flower the
batting coach. Television channels are now fu-
riously debating them but everyone knows
it’s too late in the day. Prevention rather than
post-mortem was needed.

Back in Pakistan, on a television channel,

544 Rohit Sharma(IND), 542 Shakib al Hasan (B’'DESH), 516 David Warner(AUS)

a former player aired his ire. “They kept say-
ing Mohammad Hasnain is going to be a sur-
prise package. Will they open the surprise
package in Pakistan?” Hasnain could have
been the fastest bowler seen at the World Cup
but was never used. Wrapped in cotton wool.
As if they had Wasim Akram, Younis, and
Aaqib Javed in the team. Wahab Riaz, who
tried his best, wasn’t what he used to be. Even
Mohammad Amir was almost ineffective
with the new ball, finding his inswing very
late in the tournament. Why would Pakistan,
of all teams, hide a young pace talent?

Omaris close to Sarfraz but even he is dis-
appointed with the way thing have turned
out. He didn’t, understandably, want to say
anything about Sarfraz this time but the
mind went back to the early matches of the
2017 Champions Trophy when Omar had a
frank chat with the captain.

Omar had then talked about a phone call
from a diffident Sarfraz from Birmingham on
the night they lost to India.

“Itold him, I couldn’t see the same confi-
dent captainIseein the PSL. It seems you are
inhibited, and not taking the calls. Tell the
team, seniors or whoever, that on the field
you are in charge, and you are not going to
take any slacking.” Sarfraz, Omar recalls,
agreed and promised a return to his natural
style of leadership in the next games. “I'd told
him, ‘if you don’t do well, it might not be just
the last time you are captaining but even
playing for Pakistan. Play it your way; else
you will regret later’.”

Sarfraz will have a lot to regret from this

campaign. Persisting with Malik, letting
things drift, decisions at the toss, and the lack
of flair in general. Did he seem like the cap-
tain who had won the Champions Trophy?
An ICC title under his belt. It’s silly to com-
pare him with Imran Khan or Akram as a
leader, but he didn’t have the assurance of
Misbah-ul-Haq or even the (temperamen-
tal) passion of Younis Khan. Forget them,
Moin Khan had more presence than Sarfraz
and he never won a title.

Regular Pakistan cricket watchers lay the
blame on Arthur and, to an extent, Inzamam-
ul-Haq, who was the chief selector. The
defining visual from Pakistan came at the in-
door nets in Manchester two days before the
game against India. Inzi talking in earnest
with Sarfraz for at least 20 minutes. Azhar
Mahmood, the bowling coach, stands beside
them. It seems only Inzi is talking. Very in-
tense it was. Wonder it was all about.

It remains to be seen whether any of
Inzamam, Arthur, and Sarfraz stay on in their
positions for long.

Have you heard the desperate mathe-
matical scenarios cooked up to see how
Pakistan can make it to the semifinals? If they
score 400 and bowl out Bangladesh for 14. If
they let Bangladesh score 1000 and score it
in4 overs or some such silly thing.

Let’s end it with a cruel joke doing the
WhatsApp rounds. A conversation between
Sarfraz and Arthur. “We will still go to the
semifinals,” Sarfraz says. “How is it possible?”
Arthur replies. Pat comes the answer: “I
bought the tickets”.

‘It’s like you
score 600...
get the
other team
out for 50

AFP/PTI
LONDON, JULY 4

PAKISTAN SKIPPER Sarfaraz Ahmed admit-
ted his team need a miracle to qualify for the
World Cup semi-finals as they prepare for
their final league game against Bangladesh
at Lord's on Friday. Pakistan require an out-
landishly big victory but if Bangladesh bat
first, their chances of catching New Zealand
will be gone.

“Obviously, we are here to win all the
matches,” said Sarfaraz, whose team have lost
their past four one-day internationals against
afast-improving Bangladesh. “We will do our
best to win the last game as well to end on a
high and we will do our best to achieve that
but we need to be realistic, but if Allah helps
then miracles can happen,” he said. “It's like
you score 600, 500, 400 on a pitch then you
think you can get the other team out for 50
and then win by a 316-run margin. If you
think realistically, then we can only try. But
the first real thing will be to win the match.”

Pakistan's highest total at the tournament
is the 348 for 8 they made in their shock win
over England. The host nation's 397 for 6
against Afghanistan is the best of the World
Cup so far. Sarfaraz said it had been tough to
post big totals on the pitches being used in
the tournament.

“If you look at the tournament then, re-
alistically, the tournament is of 280-300 to-
tals,” said Sarfaraz. “If you look at the pitches,
they were not for free-scoring. They were
tough for batting with spin and the ball was
not coming onto the bat.”

Pakistan were shot out for a paltry 105 in
their first match, with the West Indies win-
ning in just 13.4 overs, meaning they took a
huge hit on run rate. They won just one of
their first five matches, coming back strongly
to beat South Africa, New Zealand and
Afghanistan to sit fifth in the 10-team table.

But England's victory against New
Zealand on Wednesday left them with a vir-
tually impossible task. Those two teams plus
Australia and India will almost certainly be
the four semi-finalists.

Facing the ire of critics and fans alike, the
Pakistan cricket team found an ally in former
captain Moin Khan, who believes the 1992
champions did not have a disastrous World
Cup campaign despite standing on the verge
of ouster.

“Look if we win against Bangladesh we
would end the World Cup with five wins out
of nine with one match abandoned whichis
not a bad performance by my standards. So,
whatever the PCB does it needs to think very
carefully because just changing faces or po-
sitions will not help,” Moin said.

Citing the example of reigning champi-
ons Australia and their impressive turn-
around, former Test batsman Basit Ali said
professionalism and accountability is the
need of the hour for Pakistan cricket.

“Australia till recently were being badly
bruised and beaten at home by India and see
how they staged a comeback and are now
top of the World Cup points table. We need
that sort of professionalism, planning, and
accountability of players and coaches in our
system,” Ali said.

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) has al-
ready announced that its revamped cricket
committee will hold a robust inquiry into the
team's performances in the last three years
before making recommendations to the
Chairman for action.

“It's like you score 600,500,400
on a pitch then you think you can
get the other team out for 50 and
then win by a 316-run margin. If
you think realistically, then we can
only try. But the first real thing will
be to win the match.”

SARFRAZ AHMED

LEADING WICKET-TAKERS

24 Mitchell Starc (AUS), 17 Lockie Ferguson (NZ), 17 Jofra Archer (ENG)
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Bumrah stops the traffic

Two years ago, when Jasprit Bumrah
was young to international cricket, when he
was yet to attain world renown, Jaipur
Police had a distasteful jibe at his tendency
to over-step. They hung a billboard in-
scribed with what they thought was a funny
caption, which read thus: “Don’t cross the
line, it can be costly.” This was after his no-
balled dismissal of Fakhar Zaman in the
Champions Trophy final, wherein the
Pakistani opener went onto score a hun-
dred. Bumrah, not one to usually lose his
cool all too easily, was visibly irritated and
demanded an apology, after which the ad
was swiftly removed.

It’s uncertain and unlikely that the
English media had ever stumbled on this
the incident, but Telegraph'’s veteran scribe
Scyld Berry did find a connection between
Bumrah'’s action and a traffic policeman’s
signaling. And so he wrote: “Bumrah, when
he ambles to the bowling crease, is like a po-
liceman who raises his rigid right arm to
stop the traffic.”

He then dwells on his run-up. “Plenty of
India’s opening bowlers have operated with
arun-up of Bumrah’s length, but they were
half the pace, like Sunil Gavaskar, or the
Nawab of Pataudi, or Eknath Solkar,” wrote
Berry. The Guardian’s Ali Martin, in the col-
umn ‘Six players to watch out for’ was more
descriptive: “Bumrah’s pace and accuracy
caught the eye, generated from a quirky
approach that sees him canter to the
crease like a dressage horse before a ram-
rod straight bowling arm morphs into a
bullwhip, lashing the ball down north of
85mph.” They’d done their bit of number-
crunching too. “Since the last World Cup no
pace bowler, anywhere in the world, has
beaten the bat so often in ODIs as Bumrah,
who does it once per over on average. That
is some stat. It means that when Bumrah
takes the ball, the batsmen are playing and
missing and liable to get out at any moment.
Inaddition, CricViz calculate that 32 per cent
of the shots played at Bumrah in this World
Cup have been “false shots”, and only the
Kiwi Express Lockie Ferguson has prompted
a higher percentage. A lot of batsmen, es-
pecially at the end of an innings, are thrash-
ing at air or miscuing,” Berry continued
waxing eloquent.

This time, though, it’s less likely that
Bumrah would be peeved by the traffic po-
liceman comparison. Suffice it to say that
Bumrah has brought the whole traffic of
batsmen in this World Cup to a halt.

Play it again, Sharma!

While Indian cricket fans worship the
“effortlessness” of graceful batsmen, the
English swoon over “orthodoxy”. That ex-
plains the scenes at Birmingham the other
day, when Rohit Sharma’s 100 was greeted
by a 100 per cent standing ovation - both set
of supporters, for that one moment, unit-
ing in acknowledging the work of art.

Of late, English cricketers have whole-
heartedly adopted the modern brand of
batsmanship that is more brutal and less
beautiful. Jason Roy, Johnny Bairstow, Ben
Stokes, Eoin Morgan, Jos Buttler don’t have
the strokes that would melt the heart of
those who spent sunny delirious afternoons
watching David Gower.

Sharma, a throwback, would have re-
minded them of the era when batsmen
were kind towards the ball, merely guiding
it towards the boundary. This sentiment
stood out in The Times report that appeared
after Sharma’s hundred against Pakistan.

“Sharma’s great gift is to make opening
the batting in the one-day game look de-
ceptively simple. There is a singular pres-
sure on opening batsmen, facing the new
ball in the powerplay overs, to maintain a
rapid scoring rate and Sharma manages to
do so while looking entirely unhurried. He
is a strong man, with broad shoulders, but
always seems to be stroking rather than
striking the ball.”

And then came the orthodoxy. “The real
joy of Sharma’s success is that he is so re-
assuringly orthodox, both in terms of the

Chris Gayle scored 7 runs in his final

World Cup innings.
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Stuff dreams are made of

From the sublime and mellifluous Rohit Sharma to the Vitruvian sharp angled perfection of Jasprit Bumrah, Indian cricket team’s two premier skills have
been showered with heady praise this last month. The Indian Express fishes out the most delectable prose dedicated to India’s top bowler and batsman,
spanning the arc from charmingly orthodox to the radically unorthodox.

L BUMRAH

Rohit Sharma’s sumptuous strokeplay and Jasprit Bumrah'’s pace and accuracy have been the talking points in this World Cup. Photos: AP

which he paces his innings. Ata time when
so many of the game’s old orthodoxies are
under threat, when power is overcoming
precision, when innovative batsmen are
adding ever more improbable shots to the
lexicon, the finest opening batsman in 50-
over cricket is excelling through traditional
virtues,” goes the gush.

Timeless Rohit

In The Telegraph, Isabelle Westbury mar-
vels over Rohit Sharma’s penchant for de-
livering on big occasions. In an article titled,
“Rohit Sharma: Made in India, moulded by
the IPL, and the perfect man for the big oc-
casion”, Westbury talks about how
Sharma’s career has neither been easy nor
consistent, and points out the impact IPL
has had on him as a player and leader.

Butit’s his orthodoxy and maturity that
the writer admires. She notes how
Mohammad Amir had made Sharma his
bunny by dismissing him in two successive
meetings in 2017.

“But Sharma now has a game plan.
With the experience of more than 200 ODIs
behind him, he was happy to score just five
runs against the eight Amir deliveries he
faced. Of his 27 balls from Hasan Ali, by con-
trast, Sharma pummelled 42. This isaman
who knew who he wanted to face, so he
did, and prospered,” she writes.

Sharma’s ability to ‘carefully’ use his
skills have stood out in an era of white-ball
cricket where ‘destructive, experimental in-
nings are the new talking points.’ “This is

nine defeats in as many matches, denying
their West Indian coach Phil Simmons a
winning send-off. The match against the
tournament's weakest side was an oppor-

clever tricks and nifty flicks are alast resort.
A mother or father with a child in tow is
comfortable explaining the beauty of
Sharma'’s orthodoxy because his clean-
striking and classic timing provide a display
which spans the generations.”

A mutant version of greats

Apart from his unorthodox action and
his pin-point accuracy what makes Jasprit
Bumrah difficult to play is his different re-
lease points, writes The Independent’s
Jonathan Liew. He is not one bowler but a
mutant form of some of the best fast
bowlers, the writer suggests.

“The elbow hyper-extends, delaying
the release for a crucial fraction of a sec-
ond. And here’s the thing: you can’t even
line up his release point, because it’s con-
stantly shifting across the crease, one ball
Makhaya Ntini, the next ball Brett Lee, the
next Waqar Younis, a visual collage of all
the great fast bowlers that Bumrah would
watch goggle-eyed in his front room as a
cricket-obsessed child.”

“So to describe Bumrah as the world’s
greatestall-format fast bowler — anaccolade
that only Kagiso Rabada would seriously
challenge — is actually an oversimplification.
Bumrahisn’t just one of the world’s great fast
bowlers, he’s several of them...” This was af-
ter Bumrah picked up 2 for 35 in India’s
World Cup opener against South Africa.

Gorgeous, terrifying Bumrah

Afghanistan's fielding, best illustrated in

the final over of the West Indies innings.
Afghan captain Gulbadin Naib got him-

self under a skier at long-off but flinched at

Jasprit Bumrah.” Ben Jones, an analyst with
CricViz website, indulges himself in a bit of
Bumrah worship in his in-depth dissection
of the Indian pacer’s style and effectiveness.
Jones romanticizes one ball in particular -
the slow, dipping yorker to Ben Stokes - call-
ing it even more emphatic than Mitchell
Starc’s scorching yorker that dismissed the
England all-rounder. “It made you pause
and properly try to empathise. How would
I play that?” Jones writes. “The ball dipped
like nothing you've seen.”

The piece, written before India’s match
against Bangladesh, notes that Bumrah has
bowled 39 yorkers in the last 12 months at
the death. At the same time, though, it points
out that the yorker isn’t his only weapon.

“Whilst the other bowlers we discuss in
this context take wickets almost exclusively
with the yorker, Bumrah mixes it up. His
bouncer is sharp, his good length ball can
swing and nick you off. He can hurt you
every which way,” the report states.

Whichiswhy Jones declares that Bumrah'’s
bowling is more valuable to India than his
new-ball partner Mohammad Shami’s.

“He’s in the sort of form you dream of as
a fast bowler. His stuttering run-up never
looks fluent, and Bumrah never looks as if
everything is working well - but when the
ball is released, it’s a kind of epiphany.
Everythingbefore just melts away,and what
you're left with is the perfect white ball
bowler. Today, he never looked perfect run-
ning up todelivery the ball,and neverlooked
less than perfectwhen he deliveredit,” Jones
writes.

He stops short of calling him the best
bowler around right now. “But Jasprit

and honour to represent West Indies in five
World Cups, disappointed to end without
making it to the final four. Lot has happened
behind the scenes to get here and be here,

best death bowler ever,” Jones concludes.

o0eo
Rohit’s drop will cost the WC

Two trends have emerged from this
World Cup with Rohit Sharma playing the
central role. It continued again in India’s win
over Bangladesh. “Sharma being dropped
early, and Sharma making a century. Three
times during his four centuries, Sharma has
been reprieved in single figures,” observed
The Telegraph UK.

The right-handed opener was dropped
on 1 against South Africa and ended up
scoring an unbeaten 122. Against England,
he was put down on four and went on to
score 102. Against Bangladesh, he was
dropped on 9 and then scored a man-of-
the-match award winning 104. The only un-
blemished ton for him so far came in the
140 he scored against Pakistan.

That dropped catch could easily have
been the moment that saved India the
match, especially as they came against a
Bangladesh team that had been, success-
fully, punching above their weight.

Read The Guardian report:

“Things might have been so different
had Tamim Igbal not dropped aregulation
chance at deep midwicket off Mustafizur
Rahman when Sharma was on nine. He
went on to make 104 during a 180-run
opening stand with KL Rahul.”

“Despite a decent comeback from
Bangladesh’s bowlers,” the story continued,
“the 95 runs Sharmaadded afterwards proved
the deciding factor in this match given India’s
margin of victory was 28 runs.” Sharma’s

(Hope 77, Pooran 58, Lewis 58, Holder 45,
Dawlat 2-73) beat Afghanistan 288 (Ikram
86, Rahmat 62, Brathwaite 4-63, Roach 3-
37)by 23 runs.

board for the most runs scored at this World
Cup, 544. Now with the semi-finals looming,
dropping Sharma could well and truly be as
good as ‘dropping the World Cup.’

Yuvi joins everyone hailing Rohit

After Rohit Sharma hit his fourth hundred
of the World Cup, former Indian player Yuvraj
Singh tweeted, “And @ImRo45 walks closer
to the Icc mos trophy #hitman you beauty ...
well played champion !'!!”.Sharma, whonow
has 544 runsin this World Cup and s the lead-
ing run getter in this edition, is only two runs
ahead of Bangladesh all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan. Even though Bangladesh’s World Cup
campaign will end after their match against
Pakistan on Friday, Hasan, who has 11 wick-
etsinthe tournament sofar, isexpected toadd
more to his tally and can prove Yuvraj Singh'’s
prediction about Sharma bagging man of the
tournament trophy wrong,

Singh, who was adjudged as the player
of the tournament in the 2011 edition with
362 runs and 15 wickets, seemed to have
forgotten Hasan’s feat of becoming the
only player with more than 500 runs and
more than 10 wickets in a single World
Cup. Since the award was started in 1992,
three players not from the champion team
have been given the award. New Zealand
captain Martin Crowe won the award in
1992 with 456 runs despite the fact that
the Kiwis lost in the semi-finals. In 1999
World Cup, Lance Klusener won the award
with 281 runs and 17 wickets while in
2003 World Cup, Sachin Tendulkar won
the award with a total of 673 runs and two

strokeplay he employs and themannerin ~ why, perhaps, Sharma is so endearing: “It was gorgeous. It was terrifying.Itwas ~ Bumrah could be on his way to being the  knocknow takes himtothetop oftheleader-  wickets. ENS
West Indies si ft with lati ' inst Afghanist
tunity for Gayle to produce a special per- thelast moment, possibly losing the ballin  that’s fantastic,” Gayle said. The victory will
REUTERS/PTI formance but the prolific left-handed  sunlight, allowing what would havebeena  hardly be any consolation for West Indies, who
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Top 4 teams after the ninth round will
qualify for the semis.
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Kerber sent home early

Unseeded Davis stuns defending champ in RD 2; Federer stays on course

Netherlands

pip Sweden
for WC
final spot

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
LYON,JULY 4

THE NETHERLANDS 'rise as a force
inwomen's football continued on
Wednesday as Jackie Groenen's
extra-time strike saw them edge
out Sweden 1-0 in a gruelling
World Cup semi-final in Lyon, tak-
ing the European champions
through to this weekend's final
against the United States.

After a goalless 90 minutes,
midfielder Groenen — a former
judo European Championship
bronze medallist as a youth who
recently agreed a move to
Manchester United — broke the
deadlock in the 99th minute of a
tense contest, breaking Swedish
hearts in the process. When
Danielle van de Donk's pass was
touched into her path, Groenen
sent a low shot from 20 yards be-
yond the reach of goalkeeper
Hedvig Lindahl and into the far
corner. Having knocked out Italy
and former winners Japan in the
previous two rounds, the Dutch
are now justone game away from
adding a first World Cup to the ti-
tle they won at Euro 2017 as hosts.

"We never knew this would
be possible. It's one more match
and we might possibly be world
champions,” said a beaming
Groenen. Getting this far is a re-
markable achievement for the
"Oranje", appearing at just their
second World Cup, but they will
need toimprove drastically if they
are to stand any chance of defeat-
ing the holders. The Netherlands
have long been a force in the
men's game, but they had never
even been to a major women's
tournament until a decade ago. "1
think the potential hasbeenin the
Netherlands foralonger period of
time but the facilities were not
there," said Dutch coach Sarina
Wiegman, pointing to the start of
the Dutch league in 2007 as the

BRIEFLY

Lampard new
Chelseaboss

New Chelsea manager
Frank Lampard has said he
does not view making the
step up to one of the
biggest jobs in world foot-
ball as a risk and will not
seek advice from any of
his former coaches as he
begins the 'biggest chal-
lenge' of his career.
Lampard was unveiled as
Maurizio Sarri's replace-
ment on Thursday after
one season in charge of
Championship side Derby
County, with owner
Roman Abramovich turn-
ing to Chelsea's record
goalscorertolead the club
into a new era. REUTERS

Impasse
continues

Six I-League clubs
Thursday accepted the All
India Football
Federation's proposal to
maintain the status quo
by continuing I-League
and Indian Super League
for another 2-3 years but
rejected the idea of ISL
winners being given the
AFC Champions League
slot. AIFF president Praful
Patel had Wednesday as-
sured the I-League clubs
that he will approach the
AFC to ensure the two
leagues co-exist for an-
other 2-3 years, after a
meeting with represen-
tatives of the clubs, who
threatened to move court
against the federation's
plan to make ISL the top
league. PTI

Robbencalls
itaday

Arjen Robben has retired
from football, foregoing
the chance for afew more
seasons in his native
Netherlands, the 35-year-
old Dutch international
said on Thursday. “I've
been thinking about it a
lot over the last weeks. As
everyone knows [ have
taken time after my last
game at Bayern Munch to
make a decision over my
future,” he said. REUTERS

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WIMBLEDON, JULY 4

ROGER FEDERER moved into the
third round at Wimbledon.
Defending women's champion
Angelique Kerber went outin the
second. Federer advanced as ex-
pected on Thursday, beating wild-
card entry Jay Clarke 6-1,7-6 (3),
6-2 on No. 1 Court. But unseeded
American Lauren Davis pulled off
the unexpected, defeating Kerber
2-6,6-2,6-1onNo. 2 Court.

“I told myself you're strong,
you can do it, you belong here,"
said Davis, who only entered the
tournament as a lucky loser.

Kerber beat Serena Williams
inlastyear's final. Federer won his
eighth title at the All England Club
in2017 and was eliminated in the
quarterfinals last year.

Despite his pedigree at
Wimbledon, Federer played his
British opponent on the second
biggest court on the grounds in-
stead of his usual spot on Centre
Court. “I really enjoyed myself on
Court 1 today with the roof,"
Federer said. “I couldn't really tell
if it was Centre Court or Court 1,
actually.” If the pressure is getting
to Ash Barty at Wimbledon, she's
doing a great job of hiding it.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JULY 5,2019

Lauren Davis pulled off a 2-6, 6-2, 6-1 win over Kerber. Reuters

The top-ranked Australian
came into the grass-court Grand
Slam tournament after winning
the French Open and a
Wimbledon warm-up event in
Birmingham. And she's now won
two in a row at the All England
Club to reach the third round and
stretch her winning streak to 14
straight. Barty beat Alison Van
Uytvanck 6-1, 6-3, needing only
55 minutes on No. 2 Court to ad-

vance. And it could have been
even quicker but she failed to
serve out the match at 5-2 in the
second set_ the only time she was
broken. “Pretty sharp right from
the start,” the top-seeded Barty
said. “I was able to implement
what I wanted to right away and
put the pressure straight back on
her.” Barty is playing her first tour-
nament as No. 1 but has never
been past the third round at

TOMICFINED

BERNARD Tomic was
fined 45,000 pounds
($57,000) for not playing
to "required professional
standards" after he putin
minimal effort during a
58-minute, first-round
thrashing by Jo-Wilfried
Tsonga at Wimbledon,
organisers said. Fans
looked bemused as the
26-year-old world num-
ber 96 lost Tuesday's
match 6-2 6-1 6-4, a per-
formance described as
"appalling” and "embar-
rassing” on social media.

REUTERS

Wimbledon. She will next face
Harriet Dart, a British wild-card
entry making her second appear-
ance at Wimbledon.

Two-time Wimbledon cham-
pion Petra Kvitova, No. 9 Sloane
Stephens and No. 15 Wang Qiang
also advanced to third round.
Kvitova beat Kristina Mladenovic
7-5,6-2,Stephens defeated Wang
Yafan 6-0, 6-2, and Wang ousted
Tamara Zidansek 6-1, 6-2.

Argentina complain over refereeing in Brazil loss

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
BUENOS AIRES, JULY 4

THE ARGENTINE Football
Association (AFA) on
Wednesday lodged a complaint
with South American football's
governing body CONMEBOL
over the "serious and gross ref-
ereeing errors"” in their Copa
America semi-final loss to arch
rivals and tournament hosts
Brazil. Lionel Messi's side were
beaten 2-0 as their wait for a
first major title since 1993 was
extended on Tuesday.

AFA president Claudio Tapia
also criticised Brazil President
Jair Bolsonaro, who attended
the game in Belo Horizonte and
who performed "a clear politi-
cal demonstration" that in-
cluded "an Olympic lap of honor
around the stadium at half-
time."

Tapia sent a six-page letter to
CONMEBOL in support of the
Argentinian team and after
Messi himself had expressed his
anger against South American
football's governing body and
the refereeing of Ecuadorian

Roddy Zambrano. Tapia said
that Zambrano "unjustifiably
omitted the use of VAR in at least
two specific moves that clearly
influenced the final result of the
match.” And he questioned
whether "the principles of
ethics, loyalty and transparency”
had been observed during the
match. Messi had also fumed
over his perceived sense of in-
justice claiming to have "grown
tired of talking about the bull-
shit in this Copa,” adding that
"Brazil were the hosts and
they're managing a lot in CON-

MEBOL these days, which
makes it complicated" for every-
one else. Tapia added that AFA
had previously questioned the
appointment of the refereeing
team because of "Zambrano's
negative history" that "ampli-
fied the doubt” surrounding the
match's fairness.

AFA also criticised the
Brazilian football federation for
"breaching organisational
rules” which caused "unjusti-
fied delays in the transport of
equipment to stadiums", except
for the hosts.
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Office of the Chief Engineer,
1/1, SAMBAKULAM, TWAD BOARD SALAI, GANESH NAGAR,
(OPP) MATTUTHAVANI BUS STAND, MADURAI - 625 007.

INVITATION FOR BIDS - DBO BASIS TENDER (TWO COVER SYSTEM - THIRD CALL)
Date 4 July, 2019

Loan No.andTitle : 49107-IND Tamil Nadu Urban Flagship Investment Program —Tranche 1.

: Tender Notice No.01/STP/DO Il/CW/2019 -20

Design and Construction of Sewage Treatment Plant of capacity 21.85 MLD
with treated effluent disposal using 800 mm RCC pipe for a length of 1400 m
for UGSS to Rajapalayam Municipality in Virudhunagar District on design-
build-operate (DBO) basis with modern technologies Under AMRUT-Phase Il
— Period of completion is 24 months, including 6 months trial run and
commissioning followed by 10 years of operation and maintenance.

: 21 August2019 at15.00 Hours (IST)

Contract No.
& Title

Deadline for
submission of Bids

1. The Government of India has applied for financing from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) towards the
cost of Tamil Nadu Urban Flagship Investment Programme (TNUFIP) — Tranche 1. Part of this financing
will be used for payments for capital expenditure under the contracts named above. Bidding is open to
Bidders from eligible source countries of the ADB.

2. The Chief Engineer, TWAD Board, Madurai (“the Employer”) invites sealed bids from eligible Bidders for

Design and Construction of Sewage Treatment Plant of capacity 21.85 MLD with treated effluent
disposal using 800 mm RCC pipe for a length of 1400 m for UGSS to Rajapalayam Municipality in
Virudhunagar District on DBO basis with modern technologies Under AMRUT-Phase Ill — Period of
completion is 24 months, including 6 months trial run and commissioning, followed by 10 years of
operation and maintenance. - (‘the Works”).

3. International Competitive Bidding will be conducted in accordance with ADB's Single - Stage: Two-

Envelope Bidding procedure and is open to all bidders from eligible countries as described in the Bidding
Documents.

4. Only eligible Bidders with the following key qualifications should participate in this bidding;

o Minimum average annual construction turnover of INR 20,25,00,000/- calculated as total certified
received payments for contracts in progress or completed, within the last three (3) years.

o Financial resources, less its financial obligations for its current contract commitments defined, meet
or exceed the total requirement for the Subject Contract of INR 3,38,00,000/-.

o Participation in at least one contract that has been successfully or substantially completed within
the last five years and that is similar to the proposed works, where the value of the Bidder's
participation exceeds INR 13,50,00,000/-. The similarity of the Bidder's participation shall be based
on the physical size, nature of works, complexity, methods, technology, or other
characteristics as described in Section 6 (Employer's Requirements).

o Meets other Personnel and Equipment requirements as stipulated in the Bidding Documents.
o Thequalification criteria are more completely described in the Bidding document.

5. Toobtain furtherinformation and inspect the bidding documents, Bidders should contact:

THE CHIEF ENGINEER,

TAMILNADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD,

1/1, SAMBAKULAM, TWAD BOARD SALAI, GANESH NAGAR,

(OPP) MATTUTHAVANI BUS STAND, MADURAI-625 007.

E.mail : cesrtwad@gmail.com Phone: 0452 -2582054, FAX: 0452 - 2584595

6. A Pre-bid meeting shall take place on — 1 August 2019 at 11.00 Hours (IST) at the address

statedabove.

7. Topurchase the bidding document, eligible Bidders should:

o Visit the Office of the Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, Sewerage Division, 102 C, P.S.K. Nagar,
K.R. Nagar (Post) Rajapalayam —-626217 and

o Pay a non-refundable fee of USD 71.42 or INR 5000 towards the cost of bidding document in the
form of Bank Demand Draft in favour of the Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, Sewerage Division,
Rajapalayam.

o In case of written request, the document will be sent by post / courier. The Bidder who wishes to
receive the bidding document by post / courier shall have to pay an additional amount of INR 1000
for delivery within India or USD 15 for delivery outside India. The method of payment will be through
Bank Demand Draft in favour of the Executive Engineer, TWAD Board, Sewerage Division,
Rajapalayam. No liability will be accepted for loss or late delivery.

(1) Eligible bidders may download the bidding document in English language in the website
www.tenders.tn.gov.in and www.twadboard.tn.gov.in from 5 July 2019 to 20 August
2019 up to 15.00 hours.

8. DeliverBids:

o Totheaddressabove

e Onorbefore the deadline: - 21 August 2019 at 15.00 Hours (IST)

o Togetherwith a Bid Security in the amount as specified in the Bidding Document.
o Electronic submissionis not allowed.

9. Technical bids will be opened on 21 August 2019 at 15.30 Hours (IST) in the presence of Bidders'

representatives who choose to attend, whereas the Financial Bids shall remain sealed and unopened and
shall be placed locked. The Financial Bids of only Technically Responsive and Qualified Bidders shall be
opened after Technical Bid Evaluation, whereas, the financial bids of those Bidders whose Technical Bids
are notresponsive and qualified shall be returned unopened after the contract is awarded.

DIPR / 2264 / TENDER / 2019 Chief Engineer (i/c), TWAD Board, Madurai
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