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Shami’s run-up

The cement pitch his father laid for him, practice sessions with a

cow dung mound as wicket-keeper — going back to his village

Toll worker
assaulted in

Agra, BJP
MP booked

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, JULY 6

A BJP MP has been booked in
connection with the alleged
assault of a toll plaza employee
in Agraduring an argument over
paying toll, which took place
early Saturday morning. An FIR
has beenregistered against Ram
Shankar Katheria, the MP from
Etawah, and an
unknown
accused under
IPC Sections 147
(rioting), 336
(act endanger-
ing safety of oth-
ers), 323 (pun-
ishment for
voluntarily caus-
ing hurt), 506
(punishment for criminal intim-
idation) and relevant sections of
the Arms Act by Agra Police.
According to purported CCTV
footage of the incident, a man
can be seen slapping a toll
worker. Soon afterwards, an-
other man, allegedly from the
MP’s security cordon, fires two
gunshots in the air. Police said
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Etawah MP
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Rohit’s Cup runneth
over, record fifth ton

SRIRAM VEERA
LEEDS, JULY 6

FOR WHOLESOME mastery,
there’s Virat Kohli; for ingenuity,
there is Steve Smith; for batting
for your life, there is Kane
Williamson but to replenish a
burnt-out soul, who else but
Rohit Sharma?

Sachin Tendulkar, India’s
greatest batsman, had six hun-
dreds in all world cups. Sharma
has six from two world cups, a
world-record five in this one
alone. Here is another incredible
stat: Tendulkar played 45 world
cup matches; Sharmahas had 16
games. Let it sink in: six from 16

And he only needs 27 more
runs to overhaul Tendulkar’s
record run-tally (673in2003)in
a single world cup. Here’s one
more: in the last 12 months,
Sharma has scored 2,063 runsin
34 innings with 10 hundreds. No
one in history has piled up 10
centuries in a span of 365 days.
Sharma has the highest average
in the world cup (69.78) for any-
one who has played at least 15
innings. The second Indian on
the list, and fifth overall, is

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Rohit Sharma celebrates his fifth World Cup century as India
beat Sri Lanka by 7 wickets in Leeds on Saturday. AP PAGE 20

Budget is roadmap for $5-trillion
goal, size of the cake matters: PM

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JULY 6

EXPLAINING the rationale
behind setting a $5-trillion GDP
target, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi cited an English phrase —
“size of the cake matters” —
Saturday to underscore that if
the size of the economy grows,
every stakeholder benefits.

“If you see the history of any
developed nation, at one point
in time, their per capita income
was not very high. But there
came a time for these nations
when the per capita income saw
a significant jump and that is
when they went from being
developing nations to developed
nations,” Modi said addressing
BJP workers at the launch of a
membership drive in Varanasi.

According to the Prime
Minister, an increase in per capita
income will lead to purchasing

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Varanasi. P11

power, which in turn will acceler-
ate demand and production of
goods and services, eventually
creating more employment.
“This Budget is for the ‘New
India’ that we aspire to build, an
India which is a $5-trillion
economy, where the richand the
poor work together for the
progress of the country and
where there is social equality for
everyone,” he said.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Am bound by
FRBM targets:
Sitharaman

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Saturday that
shewasnotover-
cautious in com-
pressing the fis-
cal deficit targets
in the Union
Budget and said
she was bound
by the FRBM
(Fiscal Respon-
sibility  and
Budget Manage-
ment) Act to
achieve these targets. She said

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

‘NBFC crisis
bottomed
out’

Meet ‘zero budget’ Vidarbha farmer
who was mentioned in Budget speech

PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE, JULY 6

THE ECONOMIC Survey on
Thursday mentioned Zero
Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF)
along with Vedic Farming, Homa
Farming and Cow Farming —
and how these “climate friendly”

Subhash Palekar

agricultural practices can enable
“elimination of chemical pesti-
cides” and restoration of soil or-
ganic matter and fertility.

But an even bigger push for
ZBNF and the 70-year-old
behind it — Subhash Palekar —
came in the Union Budget
speech of Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Nepal govt
says no to
Dalai Lama

birthday

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, JULY 6

AS CHINA’S grip over Nepal

increases, Prime Minister KPOli’s

government refused permission

to the Tibetan community to

celebrate the 84th birthday of the
Dalai Lama on Saturday.

Sources in Nepal’s Home

Ministry said the government

has denied per-

mission to the

office of the

Dalai Lama in

Kathmandu,

asking them not

to celebrate the
Was born spiritual leader’s
July6,1935 birthday — he

was born July 6,
1935.

The stern posture of the
Nepal government coincides
with China’s tight vigilance,
especially on Tibetan activities in
Nepal, and the government’s
compliance with a Chinese re-
quest to deny entry to individuals
blacklisted by the Chinese

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Worldwide problem, must reach out,
says UK’s Minister of Loneliness

EXPRESS ATWORLDCUP

SRIRAM VEERA
LONDON, JULY 6

THERE ARE nine million lonely
people in the UK, four million of
them old. A staggering statistic
that propelled the UK govern-

ment to name a Minister of
Loneliness last year,a move that
seemed straight out of the
classic British political sitcom Yes
Minister.

Perhaps, it’s that English
philosophy of “stiff upper lip,
keep calm and carry on” that is
to be blamed. Asked about this,
Minister of Loneliness Mims
Davies says, “You have a point
there. It's our culture, where we
are almost encouraged to keep
ourselves to ourselves — don’t
reveal any vulnerability in par-
ticular, lest it be misconstrued.”

Last month, her ministry

Community breaking, need
to fill the gap: Mims Davies

launched a programme, “Let’s
talkloneliness”, to enable exactly
that: encourage people to talk

about their feelings and reach
out to others. “Just a small hi,
how do you do, can help,” says
Davies. “The community, as it
existed in the eras gone by, is
breaking — and we need to do
something to fill the gap.”
Maggie, 48, is a resident of
Southampton, a small town
where nothing much seems to
happen. She lives in a lovely,
leafy suburb, Hedge End, where
houses are almost submerged in
shrubs, or so it feels. “Nothing
much todo here if you are alone,
but this is cheaper compared to
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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WRITTEN ON
THE GRAIN

The story of rice in India is
complex, influenced as much by

geography as by taste, faith, politics

224-MEMBER KARNATAKA ASSEMBLY

Congleadersrush
toBengaluru,
Speaker says will
decide in House

JOHNSON TA & MANOJCG
BENGALURU, NEW DELHI,
JULY 6

THE RULING Congress-]JD(S)
coalition in Karnataka slipped to
the brink of collapse Saturday
after 10 Congress and three JD(S)
MLAs submitted their resigna-
tions to the Speaker and later
met Governor Vajubhai Vala. The
move comes days after another
Congress MLA, Anand Singh,
resigned on July 1.

If the Speaker accepts the 14
resignations, the coalition will
lose majority in the 224-
member Assembly as its
strength will come down to 104
against the BJP’s 105. The coali-
tion’s current strength, includ-
ing those who have resigned, is
118 (Congress-78,]D(S)-37, BSP-
1 and Independents-2), besides
the Speaker.

Speaker Ramesh Kumar,

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

415 final selections from Rahul’s IAS in Judicial Services, with 12 First Rankers, in the last 2 yrs. alone,

Congress and JD(S) MLAs who submitted their resignation,

Cong-JD(S) coalitionon
brink as 14 MLAs resign

outside Raj Bhavan in Bengaluru on Saturday. P11

Leadership vacuum,
crisis hits states

AFTER THE resignation of two MLAs in Gujarat and now
more in Karnataka, the crisis in the Congress triggered by
Rahul Gandhi’s resignation as party president is slowly
spreading to states. Though the party claims Gandhi will
continue until his resignation is accepted and an alterna-
tive system is put in place, the continuing uncertainty and
leadership vacuum is beginning to take its toll.

Amid crisis

in Congress,
Amarinder
calls for
‘voung leader’

Has revived
old vsyoung
debatein

party

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI,JULY 6

AS THE Congress grapples with
its worst-ever leadership crisisin
two decades, Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh on
Saturday suggested thata “young
leader” should be appointed as
party president. His remarks
stunned the party’s old guard,
but were welcomed by the
younger generation of leaders.
The party has been groping
in the dark ever since Rahul
Gandhi made his resignation
public earlier this week. Senior
leaders have held several rounds
of informal discussions but are
yet to arrive at a consensus on a
leader who can helm the party
at such a critical juncture, keep
it united, and breathe life into it
to take on an ascendant BJP.
Amid this confusion, Singh
tweeted on Saturday: “After un-
fortunate decision of Rahul
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

apart from thousands of our earlier overall (Judicial, APO, Law officers, etc.) selections over the last almost
two decades. In 2019, Jan. - June results alone, we have 27 final selections in Delhi Judiciary (Jan.),
22 final selections in M.P. Judiciary, one final selection (2nd Rank) in Assam Judiciary & 6 final selections

(including Ist Rank) in Gujarat Judiciary, 2 final selections in Jharkhand HJS (including Ist Rank),
One final selection (668th Rank) in UPSC-IAS, 95 final selections in Delhi Judiciary (May),
2 final selections in H.P. Judiciary & 2 final selections (including Ist Rank) in Tripura Judiciary.

We have a record success in Delhi Judiciary, 2019: 27 Final Selections from Rahul's IAS, out of 32 Total
selections (85% approx.) in Jan., 2019 results and 95 out of total 126 selections (75% approx.) in May, 2019 results.
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Amarinder

Gandhi to quit, hope to see an-
other dynamic youth leader as
Congress president to galvanise
party. Urge CWC to take note of
young India’s need for a young
leader; aligned to aspirations of its
large youth population and with
grassroots connect.”

His tweet revived the old ver-
sus young debate in the party.
While Singh did not take any
names, party leaders said
Rajasthan Deputy Chief Minister
Sachin Pilot and AICC general sec-
retary in charge of Uttar Pradesh
West Jyotiraditya Scindia are the
two obvious choices if the party
decides to opt for ayounger lead-
ership.

Pilot, as president of the
Rajasthan Congress, led the party
to victory in the Assembly elec-
tions just six months ago, but lost
out to Ashok Gehlot in the chief
ministerial race. Scindia was the
party’s deputy leader in the Lok
Sabha.

“Captain being Captain, he has
just given an honest view. Butitis
over simplification,” a veteran
leader told The Sunday Express.

“What is the definition of
young and old? In the last two
elections, there were some 19
crore young, first-time voters. And
what is Narendra Modi’s age?
Indiais avery traditional society...
it doesn’t work like that in India.
Nowhere in the world has it
worked like that, and more so in
India. We have to make a very
careful choice. You have to have a
combination of both. You cannot
have one to the exclusion of the
other,” said another leader.

Butthe youngleaders wereall
praise for Singh.

“Whena senior Chief Minister
says make a young leader presi-
dent — I don’t know who will be-
come the party chiefintheend —
but it is reassuring. That a senior
leader like Singh is ready to work
with someone who is young

speaks volumes. Young does not
mean that we wanta 35-year-old.
The pointis that the person should
have the personality and charm to
attract the millennials. if you lis-
ten to the pulse of India, the coun-
try wants somebody young...even
your workers want a young per-
son,” said one of the young lead-
ers.

Former union minister and
CWC member Jitin Prasada said:
“It is unfortunate that Rahul
Gandhi has resigned. But his let-
ter has said a lot. The party has to
take on the challenges that he has
mentioned in the letter. His suc-
cessor should be someone who
can take on the challenges, cater
to aspirational India, and, most
importantly, galvanise the work-
ers.”

$5-trillion goal

In the 2019 Budget presented
Friday, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman laid down ten vision
points to achieve the $5-trillion
target. They include building
physical and social infrastructure;
emphasis on MSMEs, start-ups,
defence manufacturing etc; self-
sufficiency and export of food
grains, pulses, oilseeds, fruits and
vegetables and the promotion of
Digital India to cover every sector
of the economy.

“The way the country can
meet the goal of a $5 trillion econ-
omy has been detailed in the
Budget and we announced the
decisions related to it. The coun-
try has also been assured that the
government is in continuity for
fiveyears. We have alsoassured to
the people that we have come to
the front with avision of ten years.
Thefirst five years are just the first
phase of it. In the coming five
years, the role of farmers will be
crucial in realising India’s $5-tril-
lion vision,” he said.

The Prime Minister said that
his government would also focus
on “blue economy”, which is mak-
ing use of water resources and also
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KOLKATALOVES TOWASTEITSWATER

Kolkatais one of the few places where no water tax is levied on common people. However, one stroll down the
city streets exposes the real picture of the residents’ approach towards something they get for free — this,

whena number of states in the country are grappling with an acute water crisis

VIDEO OF THE DAY

promote fisheries etc.
Maintaining that tourism could
also boost the economy further,
he asked people of Varanasi to ex-
plore commercial options of the
“homestay” concept for tourists
and said that soon his govern-
ment will also send a draft law to
the state to promote renting of
houses.

According to the Prime
Minister, there are some ques-
tioning the $5-trillion goal. “This
is a section we can call profes-
sional pessimists. These people
are completely detached fromthe
common people,” he said.

He said that while a common
man usually tries to find solutions
to problems, such professional
pessimists are experts in turning
solutions into crisis,adding that it
was necessary to examine and
criticise athought but thereisalso
aresponsibility to develop excite-
ment among people otherwise
they would keep on thinking that
things cannot happen.

(WITHPRANAV MUKULIN
NEW DELHI)

Toll worker

they are ascertaining if the man
who slapped the toll workeris the
MP or his security personnel.

“The footage has been submit-
ted as evidence and we are exam-
ining it. The FIR has been regis-
tered by toll plaza workers. The
victims have been sent for med-
ical examination. The next stepis
toverify claims made in the com-
plaint and proceed with the legal
step,” said Additional SP (West
Agra)Ravi Kumar.

The incident took place at a
toll plaza in Agra’s Etmadpur
when the MP’s cavalcade, which
included five cars and a bus, was
crossing it while on its way from
Delhi to Etawah. According to po-
lice, toll workers asked for Rs 110
and also requested the MP to
move the cars aside for others to
pass. Anargument broke outand
the MP allegedly stepped out of
the car with his security person-
nel.

The argument escalated and
one of the men allegedly slapped
a toll employee. Toll employees
told police that another person
fired two rounds in the air to in-
timidate them.

Rakesh, a toll employee, al-
leged: “There was a bus in their
convoy for which the toll is 110.
We asked forit since itwould have
been cut from our pocket other-
wise. Werequested them but the
security personnel stepped out.
One armed guard said he would
empty six bulletsin us. They hit us
with a stick. The MP stood there
and orchestrated it. They were
very aggressive.”

While the MP could not be
contacted, he told mediapersons
earlierintheday: “My security did
not attack toll plaza employees;
they attacked my people first. Toll
employees did not know other
cars were part of my convoy; they
thought some other caris slipping
through behind mine. My secu-
rity guard only fired in self de-
fence.”

Katheriais currently the chair-
man of the National Commission
for Scheduled Castes.

Sitharaman

therewas enoughin the Budgetto
kickstart the “virtuous growth cy-
cle” and “trigger consumption”,
which in turn would spur the in-
vestment cycle.

In an interaction with re-
porters, the FM said she had to
work on the Budget numbers in
the narrow time period between
two bookends. “I was working
within tight boundaries — of the
Interim Budget and the Finance
Commission,” she said, respond-
ing to a question on whether she
could have budgeted for higher
expenditure in the backdrop of a
slowing economy.

Sitharaman also said the dis-
investment targets were set real-
istically. “We already have a list of
PSUs that were cleared by the
CCEAin the last term. We have to
set the ball rolling on this,” she
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Karnataka coalition on brink

who was not in office when the
legislators arrived, said
“whether the government will
fall or survive” will be decided
“in the Assembly”. Unable to
meet the Speaker, who asked
the MLAs to return on Tuesday,
the rebel legislators met
Governor Vala and conveyed
their desire to quit. Later, eight
of the 14 MLAs left for Mumbai
ona chartered flight, stating that
they would return Tuesday to
meet the Speaker.

While the Congress accused
the BJP of trying to “bring down
anelected government” and as-
serted that the government in
Karnataka would continue, state
BJP president B S Yeddyurappa
said his party had nothing todo
with the crisis.

“We have heard that some
MLAs have resigned. We are not
responsible for this. We will see
what happens in the coming
days.Iam not going to comment
until the situation is clear. We
will decide after watching the
political developments,” said
Yeddyurappa, who was caught
earlier this year by Chief
Minister H D Kumaraswamy

while trying to lure a JD(S) MLA
to defect.

The crisis has also unfolded
at a time when Kumaraswamy
is in the United States on a per-
sonal and semi-official visit. He
is expected to return to
Bengaluru Sunday. In his ab-
sence, Congress leader and min-
ister D K Shivakumar, consid-
ered the Congress
troubleshooter for the coalition,
tried to convince the disgruntled
MLAs from quitting but failed.

State Congress chief Dinesh
Gundu Rao, who is also abroad,
party veteran Mallikarjun
Kharge and AICC observer K C
Venugopal are expected to ar-
rive in Bengaluru Sunday.

Shivakumar expressed con-
fidence that many disgruntled
MLAs could still be convinced to
return. “They are giving silly rea-
sons for their resignation. We
are ready to sacrifice alot torun
the coalition and we will do it.
There are differences but we will
try to sortit out,” he said.

Congress leaders claimed
that the 14 MLAs were upset
over the failure of the coalition
government to address local is-

sues that concern them. “If the
issues are addressed, the situa-
tion is still recoverable,” said a
Congress functionary.

Some MLAs, especially vet-
erans like Ramalinga Reddy in
the Congress and H Vishwanath
inthe]D(S), are upset over being
ignored for Cabinet posts, while
others are reportedly unhappy
with governance issues in
Bengaluru city. A few, however,
are keen to defect to the BJP, ac-
cording to sources.

The MLAs who have re-
signed are H Vishwanath, Y
Gopalaiah and K C Narayana
Gouda from the ]DS; the
Congress MLAs are B C Patil,
Mahesh Kumatahalli, Ramesh
Jharkiholi, Shivaram Hebbar,
Prathapgouda Patil, Ramalinga
Reddy, Byrathi Basavaraj, N
Munirathna, S T Somashekhar
and Anand Singh.

As many as seven of the 14
MLAs have been linked with a
move to the BJP for over 10
months now and were partofa
Congress rebel group.

Incidentally, the crisis in
Karnataka was simmering even
before the coalition’s disastrous

performance in the Lok Sabha
elections, when it managed to
win just two seats compared to
the BJP’s 26. The rout only accen-
tuated that crisis while party
leaders were preoccupied with
addressing larger challenges in
Delhi.

Sources said Kharge,among
the senior-most party leadersin
Karnataka, enjoys good relations
with many of the MLAs who
have resigned or are contem-
plating to switch sides,and hope
he will arrest the slide.

Senior leaders admitted the
crisis is real and said the imme-
diate priority would be to save
the government. “Aaya Ram,
gaya Ram has a new definition
inIndia. The new word for aaya
ram, gaya ram is MODI —
Mischievously Orchestrated
Defections in India. Modi ji and
the BJP need to be aware that the
Karnataka governmentwhichis
a coalition government having
complete majority under our
democratic set up is now being
sought to be pulled down by a
spate of defections and resigna-
tions,” said party media chief
Randeep Surjewala.

Rohit hits most tons in a single World Cup

Rahul Dravid with 61.42 in 21
innings.

Sharma’s recent blitz has
not justbeen astatistician’s de-
light but more importantly, his
art has been enchanting to
watch. To marry commerce
with art, divorce productivity
from the inherent banality - in
essence, an artist who moon-
lights as a banker.

By the end of his career,
Tendulkar had achieved a rare
thing. He had taken the art of
batting and tamed it, made it
risk-free. A scientific art. Now,
Sharma is in that zone, and
with his style of batting, in the-
ory, it should be that much
tougher for him.

Not because Tendulkar’s
task was any easier but some-
where in the middle of his ca-
reer, he had ditched flamboy-

said. The government has tar-

geted to raise Rs 1,05,000 crore,
over 31% higher than Rs 80,000
crore realised in 2018-19.

According to the FM, the
Budget focused on fundamental
reform measures such as that in
the labour sector, where the pro-
posed three new codes that the
government is piloting will have
a positive impact on the invest-
ment sentiment.

Sitharaman took the markets
by surprise after the Budget nar-
rowed the fiscal deficit target al-
though the economy is struggling
forlack of astimulus after growth
slowed to a 20-quarter low. The
fiscal deficit for the current fiscal
was estimated at 3.3% of GDP in
Friday’s Budget, down from 3.4%
projected in February’s Interim
Budget.

On the Budget proposal to let
the government raise money in
foreign currency in overseas mar-
kets to partly meet its gross bor-
rowing, Sitharaman indicated
that it was an enabling provision.
“We have taken a call to do this.
The timing and other details will
be worked out,” she said.

Sitharaman said the govern-
ment is closely monitoring the
non-banking financial companies
(NBFCs)sectorand has tried toad-
equately address their liquidity
and solvency issues. The Budget
provided for credit guarantees to
support NBFCs in a move aimed
at boosting lending and reviving
consumption growth.

She indicated that the NBFC
crisis seems to have bottomed out
and the government, along with

ance, settling for mass run-pro-
duction. That's what the team
needed from the man they de-
pended on the most to score. It
used to be said that at the start
of his career, Tendulkar was a
mix of Gavaskar and Richards
and at some point, he shelved
the Richards persona and went
the way of Gavaskar.

On the other hand, Sharma
hasn’t made any drastic adjust-
ment. But he certainly has
changed his mentality and his
own admission he has not been
in a happier phase before.
Marriage and in particular, fa-
therhood has helped him. But
also, importantly, the success
he saw as IPL captain. It kicked
up aspike in maturity,and also
one suspects, he is far more
self-assured of himself, his tal-
ent, and what he can achieve.

the RBI, will work together to steer
the sector out of the crisis. “Largely
it(NBFCcrisis) hasreached a peak
in terms of challenges that they
are facing. The problem probably
is not over yet but it can only
plateau rather than worsen... the
deteriorating situation has
reached its bottom... now it has
bottomed out,” she said.

Stating that “comprehensive
solutions” have been announced,
she said, “We shall be closely
monitoring with RBI to see how
it's moving. So strictly speaking, [
feel the NBFC issue has been ad-
dressed.”

The Budget proposed that
public sector banks would pur-
chase high-rated pooled assets of
financially-sound NBECs,
amounting to a total of Rs 1 lakh
crore during the current financial
year. For this, the government will
offer a one-time six months’ par-
tial credit guarantee to PSBs for
firstloss of up to 10%.

“If anything, it can only im-
prove oritcan be going on plateau
for some time and then probably
improve...I cannotsayithas come
to a closure. I cannot say it has
ended. I cannot say the problem
is over... We will still be careful
about watching it,” she said.

Speaking about the Budget
provision to increase the mini-
mum publicfloatinlisted firms to
35%from 25% currently,on which
the government has asked the
markets regulator Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) to
vet the proposal, Sitharaman said,
“I am yet to hear response.
Parliament is debating about it.”

When Angelo Matthews, a
fine batsman by any yardstick,
walked out after his hundred
thatlifted Sri Lanka fromahole,
he was asked about the pitch.
“Abit slow, a bit tacky, and turn-
ing as well. It's kind of hard.”

Sharma obviously didn’t
agree with that assessment.
Slow? He creamed them on the
up, shots that don’t come eas-
ily onsluggish tracks. Tacky? He
leaned forward to unfurl a gor-
geous whip through mid-
wicket off Lasith Malinga, the
bowler most suited for tacky
pitches. Spin? At the first sight-
ing of spin, he danced down the
track to lift Dhananjaya Silva for
two sixes in his first over. Game
over.

It was that cracking whip
through the leg side that would
stay on. Not because he hasn’t

Vidarbha farmer

where she talked of the need to
“go back to basics” and “replicate
this innovative model (that) can
help in doubling our farmers’ in-
come in time for our 75th year of
Independence”.

The Survey said ZBNFis being
practiced by 1,63,034 farmers.
Palekar estimates the number to
much higher — “over 50 lakh”.

According to the *“zero
budget” concept, farmers won'’t
have to spend any money on fer-
tilisers and other agricultural in-
puts. While over 98% of the nutri-
ents that crops require — carbon
dioxide, nitrogen, water, solar en-
ergy — are already present in na-
ture, the remaining 1.5-2% are
taken from the soil, after microor-
ganisms convert them from “non-
available” to “available” forms, for
intake by the roots.

Thisis where the special pack-
age of practices which, Palekar
says he perfected during the
1990s at his 36-acre farm in
Belura village of Amravati district
in Maharashtra’s drought-prone
Vidarbha region, comes in.

The “four wheels” of ZBNF are
‘liwamrita’,‘Bijamrita’, ‘Mulching’
and ‘Waaphasa’, says Palekar, a
Padma Shri awardee.

Jiwamritais afermented mix-
ture of cow dung and urine (of
desibreeds),jaggery, pulses flour,
water and soil from the farm
bund. Thisisn’ta fertiliser, but just
asource of some 500 crore micro-
organisms that can convertall the
necessary “non-available” nutri-
ents into “available” form.

Bijamrita is a mix of desi cow

played them before but be-
cause he has been cautious
withit this world cup. From the
first match onwards, if there
was one shot that he has been
relatively wary of, it has been
that wristy flick.

In the first couple of
matches, against South Africa
and Australia, he had almost
been caught out flicking.
Against Australia, he was even
dropped off one such shot.
After the first instance of the
shots going awry, he had
shelved it almost in those
games.

Slowly, as the tournament
has progressed, the flick shots
started coming and that shot
against Malinga topped it all.
India will hope he candig deep
and come up with two more
sweet big knocks.

dung and urine, water, bund soil
and lime that is used as a seed
treatment solution prior to sow-
ing.
Mulching, or covering the
plants with a layer of dried straw
or fallen leaves, is meant to con-
serve soil moisture and keep the
temperature around the roots at
25-32 degrees Celsius, which al-
lows the microorganisms to do
their job.

Waaphasa, or providing wa-
ter to maintain the required mois-
ture-air balance, also achieves the
same objective.

Palekar also advocates the use
of special ‘Agniastra’, Bramhastra’
and ‘Neemastra’ concoctions —
again based ondesi cow urineand
dung, plus pulp from leaves of
neem, white datura, papaya,
guava and pomegranates — for
controlling pest and disease at-
tacks.

Asked if this isn’t just organic
farming, Palekar says: “No. There,
they use farmyard manure or ver-
micompost mostly produced
from Eisenia fedita, a species im-
ported from Europe and Canada.
These foreign earthworms accu-
mulate heavy metalslikelead, ar-
senic and cadmium, which get
transferred into their castings
that, far from being manure, are
actually toxic to the soil. So, the soil
fertility, instead of improving, only
reduces”. He says thatin ZBNF, the
work of making nutrients avail-
able to plants is done exclusively
by microorganisms from
Jiwamrita and “local earth-
worms”.

However, not all farmers are

convinced about ZBNFE.

“He says his technique is zero-
budget. But what about the cost
of labour for collection of dung
and urine, apart from the otherin-
puts used in preparation of
Jiwamrita, Neemastra or
Bramhastra? Keeping cowsisalso
acost thathas tobe accounted for.
How many farmers can afford to
keep desi cows thatyield very lit-
tle milk,” says Deepak Bhise, a
tomato grower from Yedgaon vil-
lage in Pune district’s Junnar
taluka.

He points out that if ZBNF is
practiced in isolation, the crop
grownwould be vulnerable to at-
tacks by insects and pests which
may move there from fields
where chemical pesticides are be-
ing sprayed.

But Palekar is not deterred.
“Many state governments, includ-
ing Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Karnataka have
openly supported ZBNF after
studying its efficacy,” he says.

The ultimate recognition,
though, may have come fromthe
latest Union Budget.

Dalai Lama

authorities into the country.

Theoffice of the DalaiLamahad
approached the Chief District
Officer of Kathmandu to seek per-
mission to celebrate the his birth-
day. There are approximately
20,000 Tibetan refugees living in
Nepal whichsharesitsborderwith
Tibet.

Two weeks ago, immigration
authorities at the Tribhuvan
International Airporthad deported
anAmerican citizen of Tibetan ori-
ginon China’s request.

Pradeep Yadav, a senior leader
in the ruling coalition, was also re-
cently suspended for six months
for attending a meeting organised
by the followers of the Dalai Lama.

UK minister

London. Not many people to talk
to and I go sit in the cafes, chat
with the baristas, or anybody else
— like you turned up now,” she
says. At least she knows the peo-
ple in the small neighbourhood.
What about London and
other big cities? Among the peo-
ple surveyed by YouGov research,
the urban-rural divide is skewed
— 56 % in the cities feel lonely as
compared to 44% elsewhere.
Interestingly, the weekends trig-
ger more loneliness, according to
the research — a 15% spike.
Lonelinessisn’t an emotional
experience, but it also affects
health. “It's comparable to smok-
ing 15 cigarettes a day and can
lead to obesity and physical in-
activity,and even coronary heart
disease,” says Campaign to End
Loneliness, an organisation
whose job is self-evident. Fliers
can be seenininner grimy lanes
in London and elsewhere:
“Feeling lonely? Call this num-
ber”. At first glance, they look like
an advertisement for a sex-chat
line, but they turn out to be
something else. Human voicesin
lonely times. Not just elderly
people or the homeless, but mi-
grants too have a hard time in
settling down in a new country.
“Nobody has an arrow over
their heads that says 1 am lonely,
it'sfellow citizens who have tobe
more perceptive and aware,” says
Davies. “Ask people who you
know may be lonely. Pick up the
phone and talk to your friends
and others. Don't just text.”
India may not be any better;
probably no one has cared
enough toresearch and analyse
the situation, but at least the
chai addas and mohalla talks of-
fer someone to talk to. “We
don’t have that here... that social
experience, environment play a
big part, of course, but I would
dare say that loneliness is a
world-wide phenomenon.
Humanity as a whole needs to
be friendlier with each other,”
says Davies.
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Snatchers target 65-year-old
woman outside her home

Police showed reluctance to file stringent charges, DCP says action being taken

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

TWO BIKE-BORNE men
snatched the purse of a 65-year-
old woman, the wife of a retired
Army personnel, right outside
her home in East Delhi's Laxmi
Nagar. Such was the force used
by the men that the woman,
Maya Yadav, fell violently to the
ground.

While police only lodged an
e-FIR regarding theft initially,
they were forced to add sections
of robbery after her family ap-
proached senior officers with
CCTV footage of the incident.

The incident took place
around 9.45 pm in Krishan Kunj
on July 2, when Maya was re-
turning home after buying veg-
etables from a ‘Tuesday market’
nearby. “I was about to enter in-
side my home and was knock-
ing on the door. A bike came and
one of the men snatched my
purse, which had two phones,
Rs 7,000, keys and some cards. I
was shocked and tried to resist,
but he pushed me. I was not
even able to scream and before
I could react, I fell down and he
managed to escape,” Maya, who

Video footage from a neighbour’s CCTV camera shows the woman being violently thrown to
the ground as the robber snatches her purse

retired from Delhi government’s
power department, said. She re-
ceived minor injuries as aresult
of the fall.

Her husband (73), Lal Kishan
Yadav, who was a subedar when
he retired, was sitting in the bal-
cony and rushed to help her. He
alsomade a call to police control
room and informed them about
the incident. "They recorded my
wife's statement, wherein she
told them that they snatched
her bag. But they emphasised
she write that she was knocking
on the door after putting her
bags, along with wallet, outside

Fire Services get
boost as 240
men join ranks

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

AS MANY as 240 firemen
joined the Delhi Fire Services
(DES) Friday, bringing some re-
lief to the understaffed depart-
ment. Another 300 are ex-
pected to join next month.

DFS chief Atul Garg told The
Sunday Express Saturday that
around 540 new recruits
joined the service in
December, following which
they were given rigorous train-
ing for six months.

“We are all working over-
time, especially during sum-
mer when there are more in-
stances of fire. However, we are
trained to work 24 hours and
our training is one of the
toughest in the world. The
main improvement that we
are looking for is increasing our
manpower,” said Garg.

The trainees have been in-
ducted into the service and
have been posted in east and
central divisions, which have
witnessed more distress calls,
Garg said. The remaining 300
men will join the service
around August first week.

Details received on July 1,
through an RTI application
filed by advocate Aditya
Prasad, showed that around
43% operational and fire fight-
ing staff positions were vacant
at the time. As per the RTI, DFS
had 1,253 firemen and opera-
tors against 2,367 sanctioned

The men underwent
rigorous training, said DFS
chief Atul Garg

posts.

“The number of posts sanc-
tioned are actually less than
what's required, but the serv-
ice should at least fill the va-
cancies that are already there.
Many firefighters are having to
work overtime,” Prasad said.

Garg said the posts had
been sanctioned since before
2002, when he joined the serv-
ice, based on predictions of re-
quirement for the city.
Vacancies started being filled
with the building of new fire
stations, but recruitment faced
several delays.

The fire chief said they
were planning to employ 25%
of communication staff and
500 members of firefighting
staff, who would already be
trained for work, on a contract
basis. The plan is currently
awaiting financial approval
from the state government.

He added that the remain-
ing firefighting staff posts
would take another year tofill.

CM meets family of
girl raped in Dwarka,

assures Rs 10 lakh

EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JULY 6

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal announced a compen-
sation of Rs 101akh for the fam-
ily of a minor girl, who was al-
legedly raped by a 24-year-old
in Dwarka.

Speaking to the media after
visiting the girl and her family
with Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia at a city hospital,
Kejriwal said, “They (doctors)
said that her condition was se-
rious when shearrived...but she
is stable now... The doctors are
taking good care of her. I also
met her father...I have promised
her father all kinds of support...
The Delhi government will also
arrange for the best lawyer re-
quired to bring the culprit to
book.”

The girl was found bleeding
on the road by a local Tuesday;,
following which police, using
CCTV footage, arrested a 24-
year-old for allegedly raping her.
The girl was admitted to the

hospital in a critical condition.

Ateam of doctors at the hos-
pital had to perform plastic sur-
gery onsome parts of her body.
“She will take three-four
months to recover,” said a sen-
ior doctor.

The CM also said the Delhi
government was ready to work
with the Centre to ensure a
safer city. “I am shaken after
seeing the plight of the rape
victim. If children are not safe
evenin the national capital, we
should all hang our heads in
shame. CCTV cameras helped
innabbing the accused. We are
installing cameras across Delhi.
We are also ready to cooperate
with the Centre to make Delhi
safe... Delhi government and
the people of Delhi want to
work with Centre and police to
improve the situation in Delhi.
I request the Central govern-
ment to take all necessary steps
required so that the law and or-
der situation improves,”
Kejriwal said.

The Delhi Police reports di-
rectly to the Ministry of Home
Affairs.

the door,"” he alleged.
"Irequested them to change
the contents of the complaint
and lodge our genuine com-
plaint, but they pressured us to
cooperate with them. They
eventually lodged an e-FIR of
theft where they wrote that
someone had stolen her wallet.
We could not say anything to
them, but then we got CCTV
footage from our neighbour,
which shows the entire inci-
dent. We showed the footage to
senior officers and they assured
us that they will add new sec-
tions to the existing FIR. So far,

no one has informed us about
the new sections being added,”
he said.

The couple has been living in
Krishan Kunj for the last over 20
years and their son is settled in
the US, while their daughter
stays in Patparganj. "We are not
registered with the senior citi-
zen cell of Delhi Police,” the
woman's husband said.

DCP (East) Jasmeet Singh
said, “Robbery section has been
added in the FIR and disciplinary
actionis being taken against the
investigating officer. The culprits
will be nabbed soon.”

Licence in hand,
AIIMS ready for
lung transplants

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

THE ALL India Institute of Medical
Sciences is set to perform a lung
transplant —a procedure that had
so far been unavailable in both
government and private hospitals
in Delhi. The country’s premier
medical institute received the li-
cence for performing lung trans-
plants from the Delhi govern-
mentin May,and itis valid for five
years.

Lung transplant, or pul-
monary transplantation, is a sur-
gical procedure in which a pa-
tient’sdiseased lungs are partially
or totally replaced by lungs which
come from a donor. Patients with
chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD) are often referred
for alung transplant.

“There are many who are in
need of lung transplants but not
many centres across the country
offer it. In Delhi, we are the first
hospital to have a licence to start
a proper facility. We had applied
for the licence a few months ago
and the approval came to us in
May. In the coming days, we will
start working with patients,” Dr
Aarti Vij, professor and faculty in-
charge, Organ Retrieval Banking

Organisation (ORBO), AIIMS told
The Sunday Express. AIMS direc-
tor Dr Randeep Guleria had an-
nounced the facility at the insti-
tute’s convocation in December.

Lung transplantation in hu-
mans was first attempted by
James Hardy in 1963. In India, Dr
KM Cherian performed the first
heart-lung transplant at Madras
Medical Missionin 1999.1n 2017,
PGIMER in Chandigarh per-
formed its first lung transplant
and became the first in North
India and the first government
hospital in the country to perform
such transplants.

“Delhi being the capital, and
with the alarming pollution lev-
els, thisisamuch-needed facility.
Lung-related diseases are becom-
ing common in the city. Such a
high-end transplant being set up
at a government hospital is an
achievement for all of us. Many
poor patients will benefit from
this service,” Dr Vasanthi Ramesh,
director, National Organ and
Tissue Transplant Organisation,
told The Sunday Express.

Arecent report by the Centre
for Science and Environment had
suggested life expectancy in India
has come down by 2.6 years due
to deadly diseases caused by air
pollution.

THECITY 3

Two more held for Cong
spokesperson’s murder

Gurgaon: Aweek after Congress’s
Haryana spokesperson Vikas
Chaudhary was shot dead in
Faridabad, police arrested two
more people for the crime. The
wife of gangster Kaushal and his
domestic help were arrested last
week. Police said the arrested
men, Manjesh and Harinder,
were nabbed from the city Friday.

“Manjesh allegedly arranged
and sold the weapons used in

the crime to Kaushal’s domestic
help, Naresh, who gave them to
another accused, Vikas, who was
among those who shot
Chaudhary and is absconding,”
said Sube Singh, Faridabad Police
PRO.

“Harinder is Vikas’s brother,
and knew about the murder plan.
Both accused were taken to a
day’s police remand for question-
ing on Saturday,” he said. ENS
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10CCTVs & 22,000 black SUVs: How

Toddler run
over by SUV,
driver flees

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

A ONE-YEAR-OLD girl died after
she was run over by an SUV in
North West Delhi late Friday af-
ternoon.

The victim has been identi-
fied as Palak, and an FIR has
been filed at the behest of her
father, a labourer, at Bharat
Nagar police station.

The child was crushed under
the SUV inside the residential
area of Bharat Nagar, after
which the accused ran away.

A case under Sections 279
(rash driving) and 304A (caus-
ing death by negligence) of the
Indian Penal Code has been reg-
istered.

DCP (North West) Vijayanta
Arya said, “We have the footage
of the accident, but are also
examining footage of the area,
and have zeroed in on a suspect.
We are investigating further.”

cops tracked RJ in hit-and-run case

SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

OUT OF 22,000 black Creta SUVs
sold across Delhi-NCR last year,
police were looking for one with
a number plate that ended
with 6.

The search ended on Friday
when the car was traced to Patel
Nagar, and its driver Ankit Gulati
(34), a senior employee and an
R] with a radio station, was
arrested for an alleged hit-and-
run near Hotel Le Meridien on
June 30.

“The incident took place
early morning and we scanned
through footage of 10 CCTVs, in-
cluding the one we got from Le
Meridien hotel in which the inci-
dent can be seen... the number
of the car was not clear in any of
the footage,” DCP (New Delhi)

Madhur Verma said.

The incident left Dheeraj
Kumar (37), who was travelling
on a scooter, dead.

From the accident spot,
police recovered only a portion
of the SUV’s bumper, and when
it was sent to Hyundai’s main
manufacturing unit, the barcode
on the bumper gave the first
clue.

“The car company said that
as per the barcode, the car was
issued either on March 13 or
March 17 last year, and could
have been sold through six spe-
cific agencies in Haryana and
Delhi,” Verma said.

In the last year, 22,000 black
Cretas have been sold in Delhi-
NCR. We zeroed it down to 300
sold from those six agencies,” he
added.

Meanwhile, footage was
shared with a scientist at the

‘DL, and the last digit is ‘6’. That
narrowed down the number of
cars we were looking at to less
than 10,” said Verma.

At all homes, the car was
present, while at Gulati’s home
in Patel Nagar, the car was miss-
ing.
“His parents told us that the
car had met with a slight acci-
dent and was at a service centre
in Moti Nagar,” Verma said.

We took down Ankit’s phone
number and scanned through
his call records around 5.30 am

police station.

According to police, Gulati
said during questioning that on
the night of June 29, he went to
Roar club at the Inter Continental
Eros hotel in Nehru Place, fol-
lowed by the Playboy Club at
Hotel Samrat in Chanakyapuri,
and left from there around 5.15
am for Agni, a club at The Park
Hotel.

“He said he consumed alco-
hol at all these places and that
while driving to the The Park
Hotel, he was distracted by his

Ankit Gulati, a senior onJune 30,and we foundthathe  phone and hit Kumar’s two-
employee and anR] witha was near Hotel Le Meridien, wheeler,” Verma said

radio station, was arrested which confirmed that he was the “For two days, he kept the

from his home accused,” the DCP added. car hidden at home, and then

OnSaturday morning, Gulati  sent it for repair to a service cen-

was arrested from his house in  tre in Moti Nagar on July 1. He

Central Forensic Science PatelNagarandacaseunderIPC keptgoingtoworkashedid not

Laboratory in Hyderabad. section 304A (causing deathby  want anyone to doubt that

“The CFSL official told usits a
Delhi number plate that says

negligence) was registered
against him at Parliament Street

something was wrong,” he
added.

SAI/SAG/ALPY/09/2019-20

Date : -04/07/2019
TENDER NOTICE 01/2019

E-Tenders are invited (Bid Reference No.SAI/ALPY/09/-01/

2019) from reputed and experienced Firms for Running the Mess
at SAl Water Sports Centre, Alleppy. For further details and free
download of the E-Tender Documents visit the following websites:

http://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app,

www.sportsauthorityofindia.nic.in, www.Incpe.gov.in.

24-

Last date and time of uploading / submission of Bids is
07-2019at 04.00 P.M. Sd/-

Centre Incharge

Bharat Nirman through Rural Roads
Chief Engineer (Shimla Zone), HPPWD Nirman Bhawan, Nigam Vihar,
Shimia, H.P.-171002
BHARAT NIRMAN
UNDER PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)
Notice Inviting Tender

1. The Superintending Engineer, 11th Circle, HPPWD, Rampur Distt. Shimla (HP)-172001 on behalf of
Governor of Himachal Pradesh, invites the item rate bids, in electronic tendering system, for construction of
roads under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana for each of the following works including their maintenance
for five years from the eligible and approved contractors registered with CPWD, HPPWD, P&T, Railway and
other State Govt. or Central Govt. Non-registered bidders may submit bids; however, the successful bidders
must get registered in appropriate class with appropriate authorities before signing the contract.

Sr. Name of Package Name of Work Estimated Cost (in Total cost Period Bid
No. Distt. No. lacs) (inlacs) of Security
comple-
tion (in
days)
Const. Maint.
cost cost
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 Kullu HP-06-341 Up-gradation of road from 17006355 1700029 18706384 365 374000
Garshain to Kutherh Km 0/000 to
2/940 (SH: M/T works, side drain,
C/O parapets, C/O R/wall, B/wall at
various RDs etc. and five year
maintenance after completion).

2. Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement 06.07.2019.

3 Cost of Form: Rs. 5000/- per package (non-refundable) only in form of Demand Draft in favour of Executive Engineer,
Karchham Division.

4. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The bid document is available online and bid should be
submitted online on website www.pmgsytenders.gov.in the bidder would be required to register in the web-site which
is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have valid Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one
of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). “Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password for
participating in e-tendering in PMGSY may obtain the same from the website: www.pmgsytenders.gov.in .

5. Submission of Original Documents: The bidders are required to submit (a) original Demand Draft towards the cost of

~

10.

1.

12.

0859/HP

bid document and (b) original bid security in approved form and (c ) original affidavit regarding correctness of informa-
tion furnished with bid document as per provision of Clause 4.4B(a) (ii) of ITB with Superintending Engineer, 11th
Circle, HP.PWD, Rampur Bsr Distt. Shimla HP-172001, on a date not later than three working days after the opening
of technical qualification part of the Bid, either by registered post or by hand.

Last Date/ Time for receipt of bids through e-tendering: 01.08.2019 upto 1700 hours.

The site for the work is available.

Only online submission of bids is permitted, therefore; bids must be submitted online on website
www.pmgsytenders.gov.in . The technical qualification part of the bids will be opened online at 1100 hours on
03.08.2019 by the authorized officers. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bid as specified,
the bids will be opened online on the nest working day at the same time.

The bidder is not required to quote his rate for routine maintenance. The rates to be paid for routine maintenance are
indicated in the Bill of Quantities. Further, the payment for routine maintenance to the contractor shall be regulated
bases on his performance of maintenance activities.

The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than ninety days after the deadline date
for bid submission.

Bidders may bid for any one or more of the works mentioned in the Table above. To qualify for a package of contracts
made up of this and other contracts for which bids are invited in the same NIT, the bidder must demonstrate having
experience and resources sufficient to meet the aggregate of the qualifying criteria for the individual contracts.

Other detail can be seen in the bidding documents. The Employer shall not be held liable for any delays due to sys-
tem failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the
Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the
website for the latest information related to the tender.

The undersigned has right to extend or cancel the tender without declaring any reason.

Signature and Designation

of the authority inviting bids

For and on behalf of Governor of H.P.
Sd/- Superintending Engineer

11th Circle HPPWD, Rampur Bushahr
Distt. Shimla (HP)

Fax: 01782-233167, Tel: 01782-233044

1.

Sr.
No.

1.

»>own @

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
e-Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

The Executive Engineer, Mandi Division No. I, HPPWD, Mandi, Distt Mandi H.P. on behalf of Governor
of H.P invites the online bids on item rate, in electronic tendering system, in 2 Cover System for the under
mentioned work from the eligible and approved contractors/Firms registered with HPPWD Department.

EMD Cost of Time of Eligible Class
(in Rs.) Tender (in Rs.) Completion of Contractor

5000/- One Year “A” & “B”

Estimated
Cost (in Rs.)

Construction of Office-cum- 1, 34,63,529/- 1,67,100/-
Residential accommodation of

Deputy Director Treasuries

Inspection Centre Zone at Khaliyar

District Mandi (HP). (SH: C/O. build-

ing portion including water supply &

sanitary installation, site develop-

ment, C/O. septic tank and providing

rain water harvesting system).

Name of Work

Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The Bid document is available online and bid
should be submitted in online mode on website: https://hptenders.gov.in.

Bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of bids, the bid-
der is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities
(CA). “Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password for participating in e-tendering in
HPPWD may obtain the same from the website: https://hptenders.gov.in. Digital signature is mandatory to
participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the digital signature issued from authorized CAs
can use the same in this tender.

Key Dates:

Date of Online Publication
Document Download Start and End Date
Bid Submission Start and End Date

Physical Submission of EMD and Cost of
Tender Document

Date of Technical Bid opening, Evaluation of
Technical Bid followed by Opening of Financial Bid.

15.07.2019 17.00 hrs.

15.07.2019 17.00 hrs. upto 29.07.2019 10.30 hrs.
15.07.2019 17.00 hrs. upto 29.07.2019 10.30 hrs.
29.07.2019 upto 10.30 hrs.

29.07.2019 11.30 hrs.

Tender Details:

The Tender Documents shall be uploaded Online in 2 covers:

i) Cover 1 shall contain Scanned Copies of all "Technical Documents/Eligibility Information”.

ii) Cover 2 shall contain 'BOQ/Financial Bids’ where Contractor will quote his offer for each item.
SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS: The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand
draft towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid security/Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and
other Technical Documents in O/O Executive Engineer, Mandi Division No. I, HPPWD Mandi, Distt
Mandi (H.P.) a payable at Mandi as specified in Key dates Sr. No. 4 on Tender Opening Date, failing which
the bids will be declared non-responsive.

BID OPENING DETAILS: The bids shall be opened on 29.07.2019 at 11.30 hrs. in the office of
Executive Engineer, Mandi Division No. I, HPPWD Mandi, Distt Mandi H.P. by the authorised officer.
In their interest the renderers are advised to be present along with original documents at the time of open-
ing of tenders. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids
will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue.

The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 120 days after the dead-
line date for bid submission.

Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for
any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bid-
ders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It
is the bidders’ responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender..

On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh
Sd/- Executive Engineer,
Mandi Division No. I, HPPWD Mandi, Distt. Mandi (H.P.)

0860/HP
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Forest Dept turns

down NBCC plea
to chop 1,955 trees

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

THE NATIONAL Buildings
Construction  Corporation
(NBCC), which is executing the
redevelopment project in seven
government colonies in South
Delhi, applied for permission to
axe 1,955 trees in two colonies.
The permission was rejected.

The projects had runinto con-
troversy last year, when the
agency had asked for permission
to chop over 14,000 trees, lead-
ing to weeks-long protests by cit-
izens and an ongoing court bat-
tle. It also forced a rethink from
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, with the ministry
as well as NBCC saying no trees
will be cut for the project and, if
need be, they will be relocated
through transplantation.

In January and February this
year, NBCC wrote to the Delhi
Forest Department, seeking per-
mission to cut 1,955 trees in
Netaji Nagar and Sarojini Nagar.
Both proposals were rejected by
the department, as NBCC had not
counted the saplings planted
three years ago. This means the
saplings, which would have
grown into trees in three years,
have not been included in the to-
tal count of trees in the area.

As per the application sent to
the Forest Department’s Deputy
Conservator of Forests (South),
under whose ambit Sarojini
Nagar, Netaji Nagar and Thyagraj
Nagar fall, the NBCC sought per-
mission to axe 1,551 trees in
Netaji Nagar and 404 in Sarojini
Nagar. Permission for transplan-
tation of 39 and removal of four
trees for Thyagraj Nagar was also
sought. “Yes, they sought per-
mission. The clearance was not
given,” said DCF (South) Saurabh
Sharma.

As per a court order on
October 3, 2018, the High Court
had accepted NBCC's revised pro-
posal concerning the six colonies.

Last year, NBCC’s bid to chop
over 14,000 trees was met
with weeks-long protests

This proposal stated that cutting
of trees would be avoided, and if
not, trees would be transplanted.
An NBCC spokesperson con-
firmed that a new proposal is be-
ing chalked out and will be sub-
mitted to the Forest Department
Soon.

The projects, which come un-
der Category A, require clearances
from all statutory authorities, in-
cluding the Forest Department,
before commencing any kind of
construction work. However, de-
spite no environmental clearance,
partial demolition has been done
at the two colonies, and construc-
tion continues after daylight
hours in Netaji Nagar.

“There is no environmental
clearance on public record. They
are just using the old clearances
and not stopping construction
activities in the areas,” claimed
VimlenduJha, an environmental
activist of NGO Sweccha, who
had filed a contempt petition in
June last year against the NBCC
for allegedly not stopping with
the cutting of trees despite a stay
order.

The Environmental Impact
Assessment for the project had
come under fire as the Ministry
of Environment was accused of
copy-pasting passages fromare-
port on Chennai, which men-
tioned lakes. The next date of
hearing for the matter is on July
11. Official sources also confirmed
no transplantation efforts have
started yet in any of the projects.

(The writer is an intern with
The Sunday Express)
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Man held
for theft

New Delhi: A 35-year-old
man was arrested for al-
legedly stealing jewellery
from a house in
Shahdara’s Gandhi Nagar
where he was tasked
with making the dupli-
cate keys of an almirah.
The arrest came about
two months after the ac-
cused walked away with
jewellery worth Rs 2.5
lakh from the locker.

Out on bail,
man held over
illegal weapon

Gurgaon: Aman who was
granted bail in two cases,
including an attempt to
murder case, was ar-
rested for a third time
Thursday, when he was
found to be in possession
of an “illegal weapon”.

3 arrested
for murder

New Delhi: Three men
were arrested Saturday
for allegedly killing a per-
son over personal enmity
in East Delhi’s Ghazipur.
DCP (East) Jasmeet Singh
said the victim had at-
tacked the brother of one
of the accused around
one-and-a-half years ago.
“They still held the grudge
and killed him when they
gotintoadrunken brawl,”
he said. ENS

Manrobscab
driver, held

New Delhi: A 19-year-old
man was arrested for al-
legedly robbing a cab
driver last month after fir-
ing at him on NH-24 near
Khichripur, police said
Saturday. The accused
was also involved in
opening fire at a news
crew in South Delhi last
month, they said. PTI
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KEJRIWAL SAYS ALL 1,000 SCHOOLS WILL BE COVERED BY NOVEMBER

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

CCTV CAMERAS inside every
Delhi government school class-
room and a mobile app through
which parents can monitor their
child’s behaviour — the Delhi
government, on Saturday, took
the first major step towards
fruition of this project, with the
introduction of the facility inone
of its model schools.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal inaugurated the instal-
lation of 210 CCTV cameras in
Shaheed Hemu Kalani Sarvodaya
Vidyalaya in Lajpat Nagar, with a
student strength of around 1,200,
and announced that the project
will be completed in all govern-
ment schools by November.

“Inyour hands, the images of
your children’s classrooms will
continuously be fed toyou...If we
ever felt like we were doing
something wrong in our schools,
we wouldn’t have given you a
feed from inside them...The
straight answer to your questions

Parents in the audience as CM Kejriwal inaugurates the project. Gajendra Yadav

of whether your children are
studying, whether these cameras
are working, will come straight to
you through phones. This is true
democracy..minute by minute,
we will tell you whether your
children are studying or not,” said
Kejriwal, while addressing par-
ents of school students.

He also said the project will
resultin animprovement of chil-
dren’s academic performances.
“This projectis so grand that your

child’s results will also be grand
next year, and it will be due to
these CCTV cameras,” he said.
The Lajpat Nagar schoolis the
first of the over 1,000 Delhi gov-
ernment schools to have been
equipped with cameras. There
are two cameras in every class-
room, apart from cameras at the
main entrance, corridors, stair-
case, playground, library and so
on. An official said the cameras
cover “every inch of the school,

except washrooms”.

As per the plan, parents will
be provided with a link of the
Delhi Government School app,
along with a username and pass-
word, through an SMS. Once they
activate their accounts, they can
log in a maximum of three times
aday, witha time cap of five min-
utes per session. Parents can only
review footage from inside their
child’s classroom. Footage from
common areas will not be acces-

sible to them, and will be
streamed to the principal’s office.
The footage will also be avail-
able at a Command Control
Centre, which is in the process of
being set up atJhandewalan, said
Rakesh Dhar, director of
Technosys Security Systems Pvt
Ltd, the company implementing
the project. This will be manned
by their employees who can also
access the footage, he said. The
principal, deputy director of ed-
ucation, director of education and
Education Minister, too, shall have
access to live feeds as well as de-
layed feeds for one month.
Principal Bijesh Kumar
Sharma said that a help-deskwas
set up for two days before the in-
auguration to orient parents on
how to use the app. Director of
Education Binay Bhushan said in-
stallation in 200 other schools will
be completed by the end of July.
The project cost is Rs 400 crore.
The project had already been
challenged in the Delhi High court
by petitioner Daniel George on
grounds of breach of privacy.
Raising concerns againstinstalling

20 kg of fish’ found dead at Raj Ghat lake

SHIVAMPATEL
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

HUNDREDS OF fish have died in
alake at Central Delhi’s Raj Ghat,
inwhat authorities claimis a re-
sult of infection spread due to
the first monsoon showers
Friday morning.

An official from the Central
Public Works Department
(CPWD), which maintains the
lake, claimed the phenomenon
happens every year when the
weather changes due to the
monsoon.

He added, “When we arrived
atthelake on Friday morning, we
saw a number of fish floating.
Workers were deployed to clean

it and around 20 kg of fish were
disposed of.”

The official, from the horticul-
ture section of the CPWD, also
said that only a particular type of
fish that remain close to the sur-
face had died, and thatlarger fish
were still present in the lake,
which is located close to Shakti
Sthal.

Maintenance staff at Raj Ghat
said the fish were removed from
the lake during the cleaning op-
eration, which was underway till
Saturday afternoon.

A Rajghat  Samadhi
Committee personnel said the
fishwere buried inaditchdugout
on the banks of the Yamuna.

He added, “It appears that
there was an infection due to the

Cleaning operation was underway till Saturday afternoon

firstrain, butitis also possible that

someone threw something inside
the lake which was infectious.”
Another CPWD official said

they carry out maintenance work

at the lake, but have not intro-
duced fishinit.

“There are many morning
walkers and a number of other
visitors who come to Raj Ghat,

and they may have introduced
the fish. We have tried to stop
people from feeding them but
it's a difficult task,” the official
said.

He added that the depart-
ment will consult with fisheries
experts to find out more about
what could be the reason behind
the deaths, and take their guid-
ance on how to avoid it going for-
ward.

Verhaen Khanna, founder of
the New Delhi Nature Society,
said, “Acid rain is sometimes wit-
nessed during the first rain show-
ers, butif thatis the case, then fish
in other ponds and lakes in the
city may also have died. Nothing
like that has come to our knowl-
edge.”

THECITY 9

Two CCTVs in each classroom: Rollout
begins with govt school in Lajpat Nagar

cameras without a regulatory
mechanism, the petition con-
tended it could lead to cases of
stalking and harassment.
However, in November 2018, the
court stated there was nothing
wrong with the proposal. In May
this year, it was challenged in the
Supreme Courtas well, citing psy-
chological pressure on students as
well as privacy issues. The court
issued a notice to the government,
but the project was not stayed. The
next hearingison July 12.

On concerns over privacy,
Kejriwal told parents, “Children
don’t come to schools to do pri-
vate things, but to study, learn dis-
cipline,become good citizens and
good people. Which privacy will
be compromised? Parents, stu-
dents and teachers have no prob-
lem with this.”

Many parents said they were
in favour of the project. “Bachcho
ko itni aazadi ki kya zaroorat
(Whatdo children need somuch
freedom for)? It is a very good
project. We can check if children
have indeed gone to school,” said
the mother of a Class VIl student.

Admissions

close for
DU’s 2nd list

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

ADMISSIONS AGAINST the sec-
ond cut-off list to Delhi
University’s undergraduate pro-
grammes closed Saturday, with
36,850 students admitted since
the start of the process.

The second cut-off list was re-
leased onJuly 4. Since then,admis-
sions have picked upinits off-cam-
pus colleges, which had not seen
many students taking admission
against the first cut-off list.

At Lakshmi Bai College, ad-
missions to many courses were
in single digits after the first list
closed, and a little over a 100 ad-
missions were done in total.
Principal Pratyush Vatsala said
over 200 admissions took place
against the second list. At Keshav
Mahavidyalaya too, where 101
admissions were taken against
the firstlist,a jump was seen with
278 admissions done under the
second list.

The first cut-off list saw
23,780 admissions. However, af-
ter the second cut-off list was
published, 3,069 students can-
celled their seats, mostly to take
admission in a preferred college
for which they became eligible
with the second list.

AAP announces 14 new
district in-charges for
Delhi, booths next focus

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

THE AAM Aadmi Party (AAP) an-
nounced a new set of in-charges
for the party's 14 Delhi district
units on Saturday in a bid to
strengthen the outfit at the
grassroot level in the run up to
the Assembly election, due early
next year.

The restructuring of the party
organisation is aimed at kick-
starting the preparations for the
Assembly elections.

In the 2015 elections, AAP
had won 67 out of 70 seats in

Delhi. In the recent Lok Sabha
elections, though, the party fin-
ished third in the capital.

AAP Delhi unit convenor and
minister Gopal Rai approved the
list of district in-charges.

“The party is appointing fresh
faces to lead each of the 14 dis-
trict units. They have been
tasked with strengthening the
grassroots-level organisation of
the party. The next step will be
torestructure the booth-level or-
ganisation,” he said.

The party, in a statement, said
fresh faces with new ideas and
perspectives have been included
to rejuvenate the cadre.
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Jaipur gets UNESCO
World Heritage tag

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, JULY 6

UNESCO ON Saturday made
Jaipur a part of its World
Heritage List.

In a session of its World
Heritage = Committee in
Azerbaijan’s capital Baku on
Saturday morning, UNESCO
added seven cultural sites to its
World Heritage List, including
those in Australia, Bahrain, China,
India, Indonesia, Japan and Laos.

“Unlike other cities in the re-
gion located in hilly terrain,
Jaipur was established on the
plain and built according to a
grid planinterpreted in the light
of Vedic architecture. The streets
feature continuous colonnaded
businesses that intersect in the
centre, creating large public
squares called chaupars,” UN-
ESCO said in a statement.

“Markets, stalls, residences
and temples built along the main
streets have uniform facades.
The city’s urban planning shows
an exchange of ideas from an-
cient Hindu and modern Mughal
as well as Western cultures. The
grid planis amodel that prevails
in the West, while the organisa-
tion of the different districts
refers to traditional Hindu con-
cepts. Designed to be acommer-
cial capital, the city has main-
tained its local commercial,
artisanal and cooperative tradi-
tions to this day,” it stated.

The other sites now part of
the UNESCO list are the Dilmun
Burial Mounds in Bahrain, Budj
Bim Cultural Landscape in
Australia, Archaeological Ruins
of Liangzhu City in China,
Ombilin Coal Mining Heritage of
Sawahlunto in Indonesia, Mozu-
Furuichi Kofun Group in Japan
and the Plain of Jars in Laos.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi tweeted, “Jaipuris a city as-
sociated with culture and valour.
Elegant and energetic, Jaipur’s
hospitality draws people fromall

Not aware of
any notice to
MILA-son, says
Vijayvargiya

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BHOPAL, JULY 6

BJP GENERAL secretary Kailash
Vijayvargiya on Saturday ex-
pressed ignorance about the
party issuing any showcause
notice to his legislator son
Akash for assaulting a civic offi-
cial with a cricket bat in Indore
last month.

There have been contrasting
statements by party leaders on
the notice.

While Madhya Pradesh BJP
president had said on Thursday
that no decision was taken on
the matter, a senior national
leader had asserted that a notice
was issued.

When asked whether any
such notice has been issued to
the MLA, Satyendra Bhushan
Singh, office secretary of the
state BJP, said, “Nothing like that,
at least in my knowledge.”

The issue of action against
Akash came up after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday disapproved of his con-
duct and language.

Akash had assaulted an offi-
cial of the Indore Municipal
Corporation on June 26 during
an argument over razing of a di-
lapidated building, which was
caught on camera. He is cur-
rently out on bail.

Punjab minister
urges Sidhu to
assume charge
of new portfolio

Chandigarh: Punjab minister
Brahm Mohindra Saturday ap-
pealed to his cabinet colleague
Navjot Singh Sidhu to assume
charge of the power ministry,
even as the opposition said that
the state was facing a “constitu-
tional crisis” due to the ongoing
stalemate between Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh and
the cricketer-turned-politician.

“I want to appeal to him
(Sidhu) that he should take the
charge of his department. It
(power ministry) is a good and
powerful portfolio,” said
Mohindra, the local bodies
minister. PTI

The other sites added to the
UNESCO list are in Australia,
Bahrain, China, Indonesia,
Japan and Laos.

over. Glad that this city has been
inscribed as a World Heritage
Site by @UNESCO.”

Union Culture and Tourism
Minister Prahlad Singh Patel
congratulated the people of
Jaipur and thanked the global
community for recognising the
historic and cultural importance
of the pink city.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot also took to
Twitter to express his pleasure,
terming the declaration a “mat-
ter of great pride” and that it
“will add to the glory of capital
city of Rajasthan”.” He said it will
“give boost to tourism. Local
economy will benefit along with
improving of infrastructure.”

Deputy CM Sachin Pilot
tweeted, “Great news!! And
what a wonderful feeling having
the walled city of Jaipur now
listed as a WorldHeritageSite
@UNESCO, we must all join
hands and endeavour to make
Jaipur a city of pride for now and
all future generations.”

Former chief minister
Vasundhara Raje also expressed
her delight. “Jaipur has been in-
scribed as a World Heritage Site
by @UNESCO. Brimming with
history, the Pink City symbolises
the pinnacle of #Rajasthani cul-
tural excellence. A matter of
great pride for #Rajasthan!” Raje
tweeted.

PAYING TR

UTE TO SYAMA PRASAD

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh flanked by (from left) Rajya Sabha MP Rakesh Sinha,
Union ministers Hardeep Singh Puri and Harsh Vardhan, and Rajya Sabha MP Subramanian
Swamy after paying tribute to Jana Sangh founder Syama Prasad Mookerjee on his 118th

birth anniversary on Saturday. Tashi Tobgyal

Commitment to scrap Art 370 will
be realised under Modi: Fadnavis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, JULY 6

MAHARASHTRA CHIEF Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Saturday
said that the abrogation of
Article 370 in Kashmir will soon
become areality, paving way for
a nation governed by one
Constitution.

Addressing BJP workers after
launching a membership drive in
Mumbai, Fadnavis said, “Kashmir
has always and will remain anin-
tegral part of India. BJP leaders
are striving to bring uniform
laws. Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, our commitment to scrap

Article 370 will be realised.”

Recalling Dr Shyama Prasad
Mookerjee, who had defied the
permit system to enter Kashmir,
Fadnavis said, “Dr Mookerjee
displayed courage and national-
ism when he lead the andolan
(agitation) to visit Kashmir with-
out the permit which was then
mandatory... Later he died under
mysterious circumstances. He
was killed. But his sacrifice lead
to mass agitation which forced
the then government to get rid
of permit as a precondition to
enter Kashmir.”

The CM said that Mookerjee
wanted one constitution for the
entire nation. “It was his clarion
call, ‘Ek desh mein do vidhan, do
pradhan nahi chalenge’ (in a na-

Defamation case: Rahul gets bail,
says govt hounding dissenters

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PATNA, JULY 6

RAHUL GANDHI was granted
bail on Saturday after he ap-
peared before a court here in a
defamation case filed by BJP
leader and Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Sushil Kumar Modi.
This comes days aftera Mumbai
court held that the Congress
leader would face trial for al-
leged slander against the RSS.
Rahul said he was being tar-
geted for raising his voice against
the Narendra Modi government
and the BJP-RSS combine, and
vowed to continue his fight.
The Congress leader surren-
dered before Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate Kumar
Gunjan, judge for special MPs and

Rahul Gandhi

MLAs court,and was granted bail.

Sushil Modi’s counsel,
Shambhu Prasad, said the court
fixed August 8 as the next date of
hearing in the case. “We did not
oppose his bail. The court ex-
plained to him the accusation
against himand asked whether he

pleaded guilty,” Prasad said. “The
respondentreplied in the negative
and the matterwas posted for fur-
ther hearing on August 8.”

Before leaving the court,
Rahul told reporters that he
would continue to fight for the
country’s poor. “Whoever is rais-
ing voice against the Modi gov-
ernment, against the BJP-RSS
combine is being targeted
through court cases. But my fight
will continue,” he said.

Gandhi was slapped with the
defamation suit by Sushil Modi
in April for his remark: “why all
thieves have the surname
Modi?”. The comment was an
obvious reference to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, ab-
sconding bank-fraud accused
Nirav Modi and former IPL com-
missioner Lalit Modi.

Mayawati says Poorvanchal, where
Modi’s seat is located, is facing hardship

Lucknow: On a day Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
launched a BJP membership
drive in his constituency
Varanasi, BSP chief Mayawati
claimed that people of
Poorvanchal region, where the
holy city is located, were facing
hardships.

“In the Poorvanchal region,
from where Chief Minister Yogi

Funds for

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

THE FUNDING for secondary
and higher education of
Scheduled Caste (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (ST) students
has received a setback in the
Union Budget, presented on
Friday by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, according
to an analysis by Dalit and
Adivasi rights groups.

The Budget estimate for post-
matric scholarships for SC stu-
dents has been slashed from Rs
3,000 crore last year to Rs 2,926
crore this year, Beena Pallical of
Dalit Arthik Adhikar Andolan
said. “The revised budget (RE) for
2018-19 was as high as Rs 6,000
crore, which included arrears of

Adityanath comes from
(Gorakhpur) and where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s con-
stituency is located, the state of
villages and its residents is bad.
People are migrating from these
areas due to crime. Crores of
people are also for development.
Despite the BJP having its gov-
ernment at the Centre and state,
there has not been any change in

education of SCs, ST's slashed in Budget,

unreleased scholarship amount.
The arrears continue; even then,
there has been a reduction this
year,” Pallical said. Similarly,
post-matric scholarship for ST
students has been reduced from
Rs 1,643 crore in 2018-19 RE to
Rs 1,613 crore this year.

It pointed out that fellow-
ships and scholarships for PhD
and post-doctoral courses have
constantly declined since 2014-
15 - from Rs 602 crore to Rs 283
crore in 2019-20 for SC students
and from Rs 439 crore to Rs 135
crore for ST students. Similarly,
allocation for higher education
funds for SCs and STs has re-
duced by 23 per centin UGCand
50 per cent in IGNOU, it stated.

It is also “unprecedented”
that allocations for Ministry of
Social Justice and

the situation. This proves that
the promises made by the BJP
were hollow,” she said in a state-
ment, adding a “majboor (help-
less)” ruling alliance would ac-
tually have been better than a
“majboot (strong)” one.

During elections, Modi used
to ask people whether they
wanted a “majboor” or a “maj-
boot” government. ENS

tion we cannot have two consti-
tutions and two prime minis-
ters),” Fadnavis said.

Union Minister of Minority
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
and former Union minister
Suresh Prabhu also attended the
event. Talking about the works
of Mookerjee, Naqvi said the BJP
had demolished “deceit of ap-
peasement politics” through
“commitment to inclusive
growth with trust”.

“The political termite of ap-
peasement had damaged the at-
mosphere of development in the
country. The BJP has made the
country free from this termite
and created an atmosphere of
inclusive growth with trust,” he
said. —WITHPTI

Gujarat man
gets 10-year jail
term on charges
of cow slaughter

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JULY 6

IN WHAT could be the first con-
viction under the Gujarat Animal
Preservation (Amendment) Act
2017,0ne person was sentenced
to 10-year imprisonment and
fined over Rs 1 lakh in Dhoraji
town of Rajkot district for
slaughtering a calf, on Saturday.

The case was registered on
January 29,2019 by Sattar Koliya,
resident of Dhoraji-Upleta road,
against his neighbour Salim
Kadar Makrani for stealing the
calf that he had “raised as his
daughter”, additional public
prosecutor, Dhoraji, Kartikeya
Parekh, told The Indian Express.
The complainant had claimed
that his neighbour “slaughtered
the calf, used it to cook biryani
and served it at his daughter’s
wedding”, Parekh added.

The court of additional dis-
trict and sessions judge
Hemantkumar Dave tried the
case and pronounced the sen-
tence.

The investigations, which in-
volved forensic tests and witness
testimonies, confirmed the alle-
gation and a chargesheet was
filed and case committed to trial
on April 18. “This is within record
time that a conviction has been
secured,” said Parekh.

Theimportance of
post-matric
scholarships

BUDGET ESTIMATE for post-matric scholarships for SC
students has been slashed from Rs 3,000 crore last year to
Rs 2,926 crore this year, while post-matric scholarship for
ST students has been reduced from Rs 1,643 crore in 2018-
19 revised estimate to Rs 1,613 crore this year.

Dalit and Adivasi rights groups argue that post-matric
scholarships have been a major enabler to SCand ST
students in completing secondary education and aspiring

for higher studies.

Empowerment, the nodal min-
istry, has been “significantly re-
duced” compared to last year, it
was stated. “Other critical min-

istries with downward trend of
allocations in SC development
are Rural Development, Micro
Small and Medium Enterprises,

GUJARAT
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RTl activist’s murder:
Former BJP MP Solanki,
six others convicted

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, JULY 6

FORMER BJP MP Dinu Bogha
Solanki and six others, including
a police constable, were found
guilty of the murder of RTI activist
AmitJethwain]July 2010 by a spe-
cial CBI court of Ahmedabad on
Saturday. The quantum of sen-
tence is expected to be pro-
nounced on July 11.

The seven — Dinu Bogha
Solanki, his nephew Shiva Solanki,
Sanjay Chauhan, Shailesh Pandya,
Pachan Desai, Udaji Thakore and
police constable Bahadursinh
Vader — were tried under IPC
Sections 302 (murder), 201 (caus-
ing disappearance of evidence of
offence), 120B (criminal conspir-
acy to commit an offence) and
Section 25(1) of Arms Act (illegal
possession of arms or ammuni-
tion).

Jethwa was shot dead on July
20,2010 by two assailants outside
the Gujarat High Court. Through
RTlIreplies, he had exposedillegal
mining activities in Gir forest al-
legedly by former MP Solanki.
After the firing, both the assailants
ran away, leaving behind their
two-wheeler and a country-made
revolver on the spot.

Initially, the case was investi-
gated by the Detection of Crime
Branch (DCB) of Ahmedabad
which filed two chargesheets
against six accused. Dinu Solanki,
who was an MP at the time, was
not named in the chargesheet. At
the time, Jethwa’'s father
Bhikabhai had sought an investi-
gation by an independent body
suchasan SIT or CBI —ademand
that was initially rejected. The six
who were chargesheeted then
were Shiva Solanki, Sanjay
Chauhan, Shailesh Pandya,
Pachan Desai, Udaji Thakore and
police constable Bahadursinh
Vader. The DCB, then under Joint
Commissioner of Police, who is
now the DGP & IG (Prisons), had
given a clean chit to Dinu Solanki.

On September 6, 2010, Shiva
Solanki was arrested from Rajkot
airport. The Ahmedabad police

Former BJP MP Dinu Solanki at a special CBI court in
Ahmedabad on Saturday. Javed Raja

had considered him as the main
accused in the murder case. As re-
ported by The Indian Express, the
police investigation had suggested
that the MP’s nephew might have
hired the contractkillers tokill the
activist. Eventually, the police
found out that Vadher was roped
into plan Jethwa’s murder. He al-
legedly planned the crime and ex-
ecuted it with the help of sharp-
shooters Shailesh Pandya and
Pachan Desai. Police investiga-
tions also revealed that Sanjay
Chauhanidentified Jethwa for the
sharpshooters. Udaji Thakor, a res-
ident of Mehsana, was also part of
the conspiracy.

According to the police, it was
Bahadursinh who had first spilled
the beans on Shiva Solanki during
interrogation. He had told the po-
lice that six mines of Shiva Solanki
were non-operational because of
Jethwa’s application.

Jethwa’s father, now an 86-
year-old frail man, was not satis-
fied with the investigation and ap-
proached the Gujarat High Court.
Accordingly, on September 25,
2012, the High Court passed an or-
der directing further investigation
by the CBIL. The agency filed a case
under IPC Sections 302 and114
and Section 25(1)(b)(a) of Arms
Act in New Delhi on October 6,
2012.

On Saturday, Bhikabhai hailed
the judgment and told mediaper-
sons, “The judgment today is a vic-
tory for us, the judiciary, the
Constitution and makes us believe

in the judicial system and that
goons can be defeated.”

Dinu Solanki, elected as a BJP
MP in 2009 from Junagadh, was
serving his parliamentary term
when he was arrested in 2013
from Delhi and was
chargesheeted in the murder case.
The CBI had accused him as the
main conspirator.

Both the probes were clubbed
together and the Central probe
agency was asked to conduct the
murder trial. When the trial be-
gan, of the 195 witnesses who
were to depose, 105 had turned
hostile. Thereafter, Bhikabhai
moved the Gujarat High Court
seeking a re-trial in the case. The
court, after noting the facts of the
case, allowed the same and also
directed that the case be shifted
from the then special judge CBI
Dinesh L Patel’s court to another
special CBI court.

The order of June 29, 2017, by
Justice ] B Pardiwala noted, “The
CBI shall obtain the witness sum-
mons from the court concerned
and start examining the wit-
nesses afresh.” The retrial was or-
dered to be conducted on a day-
to-day basis with in-camera
proceedings.

Following the High Court’s or-
der, the accused moved the
Supreme Court, challenging the
HC's order. The apex court upheld
theHCorder and inits October 30,
2017 judgment, directed that the
trial court shall summon 26 wit-
nesses for fresh examination.

Shah: Telangana, Andhra, Kerala
should become BJP strongholds

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD, JULY 6

BJP PRESIDENT Amit Shah
Saturday asked his partymen to
work towards making the south-
ern states of Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Kerala the party’s
strongholds one day.

“BJP formed the government
in Karnataka earlier. Still we are
told that BJP is not there in the
south. I just say this much....
whether Telangana goes ahead,
Andhra goes ahead or Kerala
moves ahead... these three states
have to become strongholds of
BJP some day,” he said.

“This competition is before
Telangana people. You have to
decide whether Telangana will
first become (a stronghold),
Andhra or Kerala,” he said.

Shah was speaking at an
event here, where he kickstarted
the party’s membership drivein
Telangana. The BJP is buoyed by

and Drinking Water and
Sanitation. From the Scheduled
Tribe perspective, the critical
ministries of Micro Small and
Medium Enterprises and
Drinking Water and Sanitation
are the biggest losers, whereas
thereis only amarginal increase
in allocations for the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs,” read a statement
by the National Campaign on
Dalit Human Rights.

Abhay Xaxa, from the
National Campaign on Adivasi
Human Rights, said that unlike
laws such as Prevention of
Atrocities Act or Prohibition Of
Employment As Manual
Scavengers And  Their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013, which
get dedicated funding forimple-
mentation, there is no budgetary
backing for implementation of

Amit Shah

its impressive performance in
the Lok Sabha polls, when it won
four of the 17 Lok Sabha seats in
Telangana.

Shah expressed confidence
that the party’s vote share would
go up to 50 per cent from 19 per
cent in Telangana. He Shah set a
target of enrolling 18 lakh new
members in Telangana in addi-
tion to the existing 18 lakh, in-
stead of 12 lakh as planned by the
state unit.

Shah briefed on
CISF's role in

airport security

Hyderabad: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah was
Saturday briefed about the
role of the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) in pro-
tecting airports in the country.

The Additional Director
General of CISF M A
Ganapathy gave a presenta-
tion to the Minister on the
role of CISFin protecting air-
ports in the countryand
technological upgradation at
CISF Aviation Security
Groups Hyderabad unit, fol-
lowed by a short film on CISF,
an official release said.
Officials also explained the
features of the newly in-
stalled facial recognition sys-
tem at the airport. PTI

say rights groups

the Forest Rights Act, which
affects tribal communities the
most.

With SCs and STs accounting
for 52 and 38 per cent of casual
farm labour, respectively, the or-
ganisations pointed out that an
area that has received a substan-
tial allocation in funds for SC/ST
is the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi, which provides
Rs 6,000 annually as minimum
income support to small and
marginal farmers. Similarly, Rs
110 crore has been allocated for
the self-employment scheme for
rehabilitation of manual scav-
engers, a big boost from previous
years’ allocation.

Pallical said that in the pre-
Budget discussions with the
Finance Minister, the NCDHR
had demanded that a special 50-

per cent component for Dalit
and Adivasi women should be
created with the SC/ST compo-
nent, which should also include
transgender persons. “The
Prevention of Atrocities Act has
an allocation of Rs 530 crore,
whichis welcome, but only Rs 42
crore is allocated for ensuring
SC/ST women’s access to justice
and compensation under the
Budget. We don’t want to be put
on a pedestal like a goddess like
that Finance Minister’s state-
ment on ‘naari tu narayani’.
What we need are more con-
crete measures,” said Pallical, de-
manding release of the much-
delayed National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) data for 2017,
which includes details on inci-
dents of violence against Dalit
and Adivasi women.
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CROSS-EXAMINATION ENDS

Reserve my right
for further legal

2 days after he was beaten up, Nadia

mandies; BJP MP blames ‘TMC goons’

Bengal BJP chief: Amartya Sen
stays abroad, doesn’t know state

SWEETY KUMARI
KOLKATA, JULY 6

TWO DAYS after he was beaten up
by a group of people in
Swarupganj, under Nabadwip
block of West Bengal's Nadia dis-
trict, a 31-year-old man suc-
cumbed to injuries at Kolkata’s
NRS Medical College and Hospital
on Friday night.

State BJP leaders alleged that
the deceased, identified as
Krishna Debnath, was killed by
TMC supporters for chanting “Jai
ShriRam”.

Alocal TMCleader denied the
allegation and accused Debnath
of having misbehaved with
women after getting inebriated,
after which a group of local resi-
dents beat him up.

A senior district police officer
said, “The reason behind the mur-
der is still unclear. It is not clear
how and why he was Kkilled.
However, prima facie it seems to
have no connection with any po-
litical party. Investigationis under-
way.” BJP Lok Sabha MP Babul
Supriyo, however, accused the
TMC for the murder and said, “A
youngster named Krishna
Debnath was brutally murdered
by TMC goons for supporting BJP
and chanting Jai Shri Ram.
Mamata Banerjee’s bloodthirsty
politics will soon see its end.”

He also said, “Such incidents
are taking place every day.
Mamata Banerjee established her
hatred towards this slogan (Jai Shri
Ram),and now her party workers
areretaliating...”

According to the police,

Debnath, who mostly stayed out-
side Swarupganj on work, had ar-
rived home on Wednesday (July
3), and the same night a group of
local people called him out and
took him to an isolated place.
Debnath’s family has told the po-
lice that he remained missing that
night, and was found, bleeding
profusely, near alocal club the fol-
lowing morning.

Debnath was rushed to
Shantinagar Hospital in the area
first. As his health deteriorated, he
was taken to NRS Hospital in
Kolkata, where he succumbed to
injuries on Friday night.

The police said the family has
alleged that three people had
called Debnath and led him away
that night. All three are abscond-
ing since the incident. The family
has filed a police complaint.

On Saturday, as Debnath’s
body reached Swarupganj, irate
villagers blocked the road and
protested before the local police
station. Local BJP leaders raised
slogans against the TMC, accusing
the state’s ruling party’s “goons”
of murdering him. Senior BJP
leader Mukul Roy today met the
victim'’s family and the police.

Denying the BJP’s allegations,
TMC Gram Panchayat chief Sirajul
Sheikh said: “The BJP has a habit
of giving political colour to all
murders. The TMIC has no connec-
tion with this case. There is no re-
lation between the Jai Shri Ram
chant and the incident. The man
was drunk and misbehaved with
localwoman, so he was beaten up
by some local people. The BJP is
trying to politicise the matter to
create a controversy.”

Sacked Income Tax
Commissioner

booked by CBI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) booked for-
mer Income tax Commissioner
Sanjay Kumar Srivastava, who
was recently-sacked by the
Centre for allegedly passing
backdated I-T appeal orders to
gain undue benefits, investiga-
tors said on Saturday.

CBI sleuths carried out
searches in 13 locations, includ-
ing Srivastava’s home in New
Delhi’s Pandara Road and office
in Noida, and other places in
Delhi and Ghaziabad.

The investigating agency
claims it recovered from
Srivastava’s residence, jewellery
worth Rs 2.47 crore, Rs 16.44
lakh in cash, watches approxi-
mately valued at Rs 10 lakh, over
Rs 1.30 crore of bank deposits in
the name of the former officer as
well as his family members, in-
criminating documents related
to two immovable assets and
a bank locker.

The CBI

alleged that

Srivastava as Commissioner,
Income Tax (Appeals), Noida
passed 104 backdated orders in
June — the month he was given
forced retirement by the govern-
ment, the officials said.

The agency booked him un-
der IPC sections related to crim-
inal conspiracy, cheating and for-
gery besides provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act for
obtaining undue favours.

The orders were backdated
to December, 2018, the CBI al-
leged. “Among these, 13 orders
were not of his jurisdiction,” an
official said.

Srivastava was given com-
pulsory retirement on June 10,
but these orders were uploaded
on the Income Tax Business
Application (ITBA) between June
11 and June 13 by alleged misuse
of RSA token, a kind of access
system in the department, the
agency alleged.

According to the records, the
orders were dispatched on June
7 — three days before the gov-
ernment sacked Srivastava, but
they were sent on June 14, the
agency said.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,JULY 6

A DAY after Nobel laureate
Amartya Sen’s statement on in-
tolerance and a “new develop-
ment” in West Bengal in which
people were purportedly being
forced to chant “Jai Shri Ram”,
state BJP president Dilip Ghosh
on Saturday took a dig at the
economist by saying that he
“probably does not know
Bengal”, and that people are be-
ing beaten up, and even killed, in
the state for saying Jai Shri Ram.

The BJP leader said, “In
Bengal, if someone says Jai Shri
Ram he is being murdered. India
is progressing with a new image,
while Bengal is walking back-
wards. There is no democracy
here. People do not have the
right to speak their mind. Big in-
tellectuals are seeing terror in
the chant of Jai Shri Ram. They
are saying people are lynched for
not chanting Jai Shri Ram.”

But Amartya Sen, he said,
“probably does not now Bengal.
He stays abroard and he should
stay there. Jai Shri Ram is
chanted in every village - now
entire Bengal says it.”

Ghosh, who was speaking at
aneventorganised as partofaBJP
membership drive in the state,
alsosaid, “Hundreds of our work-
ers have been murdered in

Amartya Sen at Santiniketan, Birbhum, on Saturday. P11

Bengal. Bengal is reeling under cut
money and syndicate systems.
We have to get rid of this menace.”
Ghosh’s remarks come on a
day the state BJP accused ruling
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
“goons” of assaulting a BJP sup-
porter in Nadia district allegedly
for saying “Jai Shri Ram”. The
man, identified as Krishna
Debnath, was beaten up on
Wednesday night, and suc-
cumbed to injuries at a Kolkata
hospital on Friday night, the po-
lice said on Saturday.
Trinamool Congress leaders
dismissed the BJP leader’s com-
ments. Senior TMC leader and
state’s Urban Development min-

ister Firhad Hakim said, “Dilip
Ghosh has suddenly cropped up
in Bengal politics. He is not aware
of Bengal’s culture. If tomorrow
Dilip Ghosh says Nobel laureate
Rabindranath Tagore did not
know Bengal, or that Mother
Teresa did not know Kolkata, will
the people believe him?”

Senior TMCleader Purnendu
Bose said, “We stand by what
Amarya Sen has said.”

On Friday, Sen, addressing an
event at Jadavpur University, had
said, “It ( Jai Shri Ram slogan) is
now used to beat up people. I think
it has no association with Bengali
culture.Ihave never heard of Ram
Navami before...”

DRT orders Nirav Modi, his firms
to repay debt of Rs 7,300 cr to PNB

CHANDAN HAYGUNDE
PUNE, JULY 6

THE DEBTS Recovery Tribunal
(DRT)on Saturday passed an or-
der directing diamond merchant
Nirav Deepak Modi, Nirav Modi
Firms and Nirav Modi
Companies to repay debts
amounting to Rs 7,300 crores to
Punjab National Bank (PNB).

The order was passed by
Deepak Thakkar, Presiding
Officer, DRT, Pune, who also hold
additional charge of DRT-I,
Mumbai, and DRT, Aurangabad.

The order was passed in con-
nection with two out of three
cases filed by the PNB at DRT-],
Mumbai, against Nirav Modi and
his firms.

Another case filed by PNB
against Modi and his firms in
connection with debt of about Rs
1,700 crore is pending before
DRT-I, Mumbai.

Nirav Modi is currently
lodged at Wandsworth jail in
London since his arrest on March
19 this year by the Scotland Yard
in connection with the nearly $2
billion fraud and money laun-
dering case. His extradition pro-
ceedings are going in UK’s

Nirav Modi

Westminster Court.

Nirav, along with his uncle
Mehul Choksi, is alleged to have
siphoned off Rs 13,500 crore
from the PNB through fraudu-
lent issuance of letters of under-
taking and letters of credit.

InJanuary 2018, PNB had de-
tected massive fraudulent activ-
ities allegedly perpetrated by
Nirav and his companies.
Complaints have been filed by
PNB with the CBI and the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)in
this regard.

The Ministry of Corporate
Affairs has directed investigation
by the Serious Fraud
Investigation Office into the af-
fair.

Investigations by CBI and ED
have found that Modi diverted a

large part of these funds to fam-
ily members and for personal
purposes. ED has already at-
tached properties worth over Rs
1873 crore belonging to Modi
while assets worth Rs 489.75
crore have been seized. The at-
tachments include assets worth
Rs 961.49 crore located in Hong
Kong, Switzerland, UK, USA,
Singapore and UAE.

In the two cases before DRT,
lawyers Aditya Malhotra and
Adrish Majumdar represented
PNB; no lawyer appeared for
Nirav Modi and his firms during
the hearings in Mumbai and
Pune.

The Tribunal’s order also
nailed PNB officials for their al-
leged involvement in the fraud.
“The present lawsuit narrates
the modus operandi of Nirav
Modi and others made fraudu-
lent and unauthorised transac-
tions with the applicant
(PNB)...and connivance with the
applicant’s employees Gokul
Nath Shetty, deputy manager,
and Manoj Hanumant Kharat,
single window operator. Nirav
Modi enjoyed the credit facili-
ties by unlawful means, con-
spiracy and deceit,” the
order stated.

J&K: Rise in drug use sends alarm bells ringing

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, JULY 6

DOCTORS IN Kashmir have raised
analarm after the number of drug
users in the Valley has signifi-
cantly increased over the past two
years. Aggravating the situation
is the quickly changing pattern of
drug consumption in the Valley,
with doctors coming across anin-
creasing number of abusers us-
ing synthetic drugs like heroin.

“We have never seen such a
situation. The number of drugs
addicts has doubled. The disturb-
ing trend is that at present, we
have 11 patients admitted, and
nine of them are heroin addicts.
Itis very alarming and something
needs to be done to tackle this
problem,” Dr Yasir Hassan Rather,
who heads the drug de-addiction
centre in Srinagar’s Shri Maharaja
Hari Singh Hospital, told The
Sunday Express.

According to official data, the
de-addiction centre has wit-
nessed an unprecedented in-
crease in the number of patients
visiting the hospital’s Out Patients
Department (OPD)since 2016.In
2016, the hospital saw 489 pa-
tients, which increased to 3,622

How govt plansto
fight crisis

WITH EASY availability of drugs luring more youths, the state
government last year released its first drug de-addiction pol-
icy. The police has been approved, and various stakeholder or-
ganisations have prepared an annual action plan which is
currently under the consideration of a state-level implemen-
tation committee headed by Chief Secretary B V R

Subrahmanyam.

in 2017 and then 5,113 in 2018.

As far as the Indoor Patients
Department (IPD) is concerned,
hospital officials say the trend is
equally disturbing: in 2016, the
hospital’s IPD department admit-
ted 207 patients for drug abuse,
whichincreased to 374in 2017.In
2018, the number almost dou-
bled to 624 cases.

At the SMHS’ drug de-addic-
tion centre, addicts say there is
easy availability of drugs every-
where. Doctors and staff said the
trend is likely to increase if effec-
tive measures are not taken at this
stage. A doctor at the centre told
The Sunday Express that the “easy

availability” of drugs like heroin
is now sending more patients to
the hospitals now. “If it is not
taken care of, it will definitely fin-
ish the coming generation. Look
what has happened to Punjab...,”
the doctor said.

The story is same at the other
drug de-addiction centre in
Srinagar. Dr Muzaffar Khan, who
heads the drug de-addiction fa-
cility in the Batmaloo Police
Control Room, says they are notic-
ing two changes of late. “First, the
number of patients is increasing
and second, the nature of drug
abuse has changed,” he said.

“I have registered 65 patients

PATIENTS VISITING THE
DE-ADDICTION CENTRE
AT SMHS HOSPITAL
OPD

2016: 489
2017: 3,622
2018: 5113
IPD

2016: 207
2017: 374
2018: 624
J&K Police did not release

figures for the de-addiction
centre at Batmaloo

so far this month and last month
it was 70.I would register hardly
10-20 per month around a year
ago,” he said. “Last year, if lwould
see 10 patients, nine of them
would use cannabis and medici-
nal opioids and one patient
would be abusing heroin. Now it
isthereverse...”

The issue of drug abuse has
also become a concern for sepa-
ratist and religious leaders in the
Valley. Recently, Kashmir’s chief
cleric and Hurriyat chairman
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq spoke

about the drug menace during his
Friday sermon at Jamia Masjid in
Srinagar.

Talking to The Indian Express,
the Mirwaiz said, “Everyone is
concerned about the suddenrise
of easy availability of drugs like
heroin in the market... The use of
drugs like heroin by youthis very
disturbing. We have started
working on this and within a
week or so we are calling all the
religious figures to discuss this se-
rious issue. We are starting a cam-
paign through mosques, shrines
and Imam Bada so that aware-
ness will be created among the
people how serious is the
issue.we are also considering
even calling of social boycott of
those elements who are involved
in selling drugs to youth.”

J&K Police officials attribute
the rise of heroin cases in Kashmir
to the shifting of smuggling
routes to Jammu and Kashmir
from Punjab.

“The change of (smuggling)
routes from Punjab to J&K is the
reason why we are seeing an in-
crease in the availability of drugs
like heroin here,” Ahfadul
Mujtaba, IGP crime branch and
nodal officer J&K for Narcotics
Control Bureau said.

action in future,
Akbar tells court

ANAND MOHANJ &
SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

FORMER UNION minister M ]
Akbar’s cross-examinationina
defamation case he filed
against journalist Priya Ramani
concluded on Saturday, in
which he told the court: “Itis
wrong to suggest that I have
been selective in filing this
complaint only against Priya
Ramani in order to target her
and create an all-around chill-
ing effect.”

Akbar told the court that he
is aware fact that several women
had made allegations against
him when he filed the com-
plaint.

“I have not filed any com-
plaint of defamation against
any other person, Indian or in-
ternational publication, web
portal, Twitter or Vogue maga-
zine. I reserve my rights to take
legal actions against any other
person, or any other person or
above mentioned entities, in
future,” Akbar submitted be-
fore Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Samar
Vishal.

In 2018, in the midst of the
#MeToo movement against sex-
ual harassment and sexual as-
sault, several women had lev-
elled allegations of sexual
misconduct and harassment
against Akbar. Following allega-
tions by Ramani and others,
Akbar resigned as Union
Minister of State for External
Affairs.

He later filed a defamation
case against Ramani.

Akbar’s cross-examination
went on for about 90 minutesin
a packed courtroom, which saw
heated exchanges between his
senior counsel, Geeta Luthra, and
Ramani’s counsel, senior advo-
cate Rebecca M John.

Akbar told the court: “It is
wrong to suggest that the article
and tweets of Priya Ramani were
meant to raise awareness of the
pervasiveness of the issue of sex-
ual harassment at workplace. It
is wrong to suggest that Priya
Ramani’s disclosures pertaining
to me were true and made in
good faith.”

John cross-examined Akbar

IFAD

Enabling poor rural people
to overcome poverty

M ] Akbar

on allegations by three other
women journalists — Pallavi
Gogoi, Ruth David, and Prerna
Singh Bindra.

Asked whether he was aware
of an article written by Gogoi in
The Washington Post last
November, Akbar told the court
that he was “made aware and
denied the allegations”. After
Gogoi’s article, Akbar and wife
Mallika had released a public
statement each to ANI.

“It is wrong to suggest that
my response to the article was
based on legal advice to preempt
any action against me.I have not
filed any case of defamation
against Gogoi and The
Washington Post,” he said.

Asked about the article by
David, he told the court, “lamnot
aware, nor have I read any arti-
cle by Ruth David recounting
several instances of sexual mis-
conduct on my part. If any such
article is written, itis wrong; and
the allegations, if any, are
denied.”

Akbar was also shown
Bindra’s tweets, to which he
replied, “I was not aware about
these tweets earlier.”

As the cross-examination
ended, John asked Akbar
whether he was aware that the
#MeToo movement began on
social media. While this was ob-
jected to by his counsel, ACMM
Samar Vishal said, “He is a jour-
nalist. He can answer.”

Akbar then said he was “not
aware whether the Me Too
movement started on social me-
dia but was aware that the
#MeToo movement began”.
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Duty imposed
on newsprint
unfortunate:
magazines’ body

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

A DAY after 10 per cent customs
duty on newsprint was an-
nounced in the Union Budget, the
Association of Indian Magazines
(AIM) on Saturday called it
“highly unfortunate”,and a “dou-
ble whammy for print media”.

The duty “on paper used by
newspapers and magazines...is
highly unfortunate”, the AIM said
inastatement.Italsosaid, “thisis
a double whammy for print me-
dia, which is going through un-
precedented crises due to declin-
ing revenues, caused by the
prevailing macroeconomic con-
ditions”.

The AIM urged the govern-
ment “to withdraw” the duty an-
nounced and “help the print me-
dia industry, which serves
millions of readers by dissemi-
nating information and
knowledge”.

There was no custom duty on
newsprint until now. Most large
newspaper groups in India im-
port newsprint, as it costs
cheaper than domestic
newsprint. The customs duty on
uncoated paper used for printing
of newspapers and lightweight
coated paper used for magazines
have also been increased from
zero to 10 per cent.

In the Budget, presented by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday, the govern-
ment had justified the increase as
ameans to “provide level playing
field to domestic industry”.

JE toll at 49,
Assam cancels
doctor leaves

Guwahati: Assam Health
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
on Saturday said that 49 people
have died of Japanese encephali-
tis in the state till July 5, adding
that the leaves of all doctors and
para-medical staff will be kept
on hold till the end of September.

“The situation in the state is
under close watch and all pre-
ventive measures are being
taken,” Sarma said.

He added, “Leaves for all doc-
torsand para medical staff includ-
ing surveillance workers will be
keptonhold. Any emergency leave
will be granted only with the prior
approval of the Deputy
Commissioner of the district.” ENS
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Itis for general information that
I, Raj Kumar Malhotra S/o
Sh.Mala Ram R/0-5/70,
Subhash-Nagar,New Delhi-
110027. inform that name of
mine has been wrongly-written
as RajKumarin Yes
Bank,Naraina, New Delhi.The
actual name of mine is Raj
Kumar Malhotra which may be
amended accordingly.

0040502219-3

I Arvinder Pal Singh S/o Jasbir
Singh, R/0 B-1/194 Janak puri,
ND-110058 changed my minor
daughter name Ashneet Kaur
to Ashneet Kaur Narula

0040502195-1

I,Vijay Kumar Gupta S/o Late
Sita Ram Gupta R/0-H.No-C-34,
East Krishna Nagar,Delhi-51,
have changed my nameto
Vijay Gupta. 0040502158-1

I,Nitin Goel S/0.Naresh Kumar
Goel R/0-1876,2nd Floor,
Multani Mohalla, Rani
Bagh,Delhi, have changed my
Name to Nitin Tayal.

0040502158-2

I,Santosh Kumari Wife Of Shri
Joginder Pal Singh Residing at
Saila Khurd, Saila Khurd,
Hoshiarpur Punjab-
144529,have changed the name
of my minor son Harsh aged
about 14-Years and he shall
hereafter be known as Harsh
Kumar 0040502229-9

I, Sanjay Gupta R/0 B-107, Icon
Apartment GH-04, Sector Chi-
03, Greater Noida U.P., have
changed my daughter name
from Nyasa Guptato Nidhisha
Gupta for all future purposes.

0040502216-1

I,Riya Rajput W/o Sh.Jarnail
Singh R/0-H.N0.7/146, 3rd-
floor, DDA-Flats, New Delhi-
110062,have left Om-Vati my
name before marriage whichis
in my school-certificate and
put the name Riya Rajput for all
future purposes. 0040502219-4

I,Balvir Ram Son of Shri.Gajan
Ram Residing at Saloh, Saloh,
Nawanshahr Punjab-
144514,have changed the name
of my minor daughter
Yashmeen Aged about 17-Years
and she shall hereafter be
known as Yashmeen Rattu

0040502229-7

I, Vipin Sahal S/o Chuhar Singh
R/0-H.N..215Sec-16A
Faridabad.have change my
name Vipin kumar to Vipin
Sahal for all purpose.

0040502219-8

I, Vineet Ahuja Son of Praksh
Chandra Ahuja, aged about 47
yearsresiding at D-5/10, 2nd
Floor, Exclusive Floors, DLF
Phase 5, Gurgaon, Haryana,
have changed my name and
shall hereafter be known as
Vineet Kumar. 0040502119-1

l, Vijender Kumar S/0 Pitam
Singh R/0-C-50, 2nd-Floor,
Maharana Pratap Enclave,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034. Have
Changed My Name To Vijender
Dogra. 0040502219-1

I, Upender Kumar Mishra R/0-F-
62 (First-Floor) Humayupur
Safdarjung-Enclave, Delhi-
110029. Have Changed My
Son’s Name From Maanit
Mishra To Adyot Mishra.

0040502229-5

I, Upasana Verma W/o Ankur
Verma R/0 H.N0.69, Mukesh
Colony, Ballabgarh-Faridabad
have changed my nameto
Upasna Verma after marriage.

0040502219-10

I, Thomas Walter Allwyn S/o
Varghese Thomas Allwyn R/o-
L1/49A DDA-Flats, Alaknanda
Delhi-110019. Have Changed
My Name To Walter Allwyn
Thengil. 0040502229-4

I, Sushant Kumar,
Mother’s/Father’s Name: Anju/
RajNarayan, R/042/3,Salapur
Khera, Bijwasan, New Delhi-
110061 have changed my name
to Sushant Chaudhary. Also
inform that my mother and
father correct name s Anju
Chaudhary and RajNarayan
Chaudhary. 0040502177-1

I, Sunita W/0, Gopal Krishan
ChawlaR/0 Qu 107-A,
PitampuraDelhi, have changed
my name to Sunita Rani
Chawlafor all purposes.

0040502232-1

I, Sunita Sambharia W/0, Suresh
Kumar R/o Vill- Sampka, P.O-
Pataudi, Distt-Gurugram
Haryana, have changed my
name to Sunitafor all
purposes. 0040502197-1

I, Sumita Huria W/o Pramod
Kumar R/0-C-282 Prashant
Vihar Delhi-110085. changed
my name to Sumita for all
purposes. 0040502235-2

I, Srishiti Gupta R/0 A2/101
Janakpuri New Delhi 110058
have changed my name to
Srishti Gupta. 0070663803-1

I, Sindhuja Bakshi @ Ritika
Sharma D/o Sh.Roshan Kumar
W/0 Sh.Neeraj Sharma R/0 66,
Sharda Apartment, 3,West
Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-
110034, have changed my name
to Ritika Sharma for all
purposes. 0040502160-4

I, Bhakti Saphal Manakapure
D/o Saphal Anant Manakapure
R/0 C2A/220,Pocket -16,
Janakpuri, New Delhi-58, state
that both names Bhakti Saphal
Manakapure and Bhakti
Manakapure are of one and
same personand | will be
known as Bhakti Saphal
Manakapure for all purposes.

0040502056-2

I, Seema W/0 Vijender Dogra
R/0-C-50, 2nd-floor, Maharana
Pratap Enclave, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034. Have Changed
My Name To Seema Dogra.

0040502219-2

I, Satish Kumar, S/o
Late.Ramkishan R/o0-
Qtr.No.23C, Panchwati DAD-
Colony, Near-Palam-Railway
Crossing-Delhi Cantt-110010,
have change my minor Son’s
Name from Sahil to Sahil
Ahlawat for all future
purposes. 0040502219-6

I, Santosh Kumar s/o Vikramr/o
TA-14,Prem Nagar Road,
Baljeet Nagar, Delhi-110008,
inform that Vikram and Vikram
Ram are names of my father.

0040502159-1

I, Sargam D/o Anil Kumar R/o B-
56, Beta-l, Greater Noida, UP
has changed to Sargam Sanil
as per affidavit No.02 sworn
before notery Sanjeev Sharma
on dt.29.06.2019 0040502191-2

I, Rohni Gupta @ Rohini Gupta
D/o Sh.Vipan Kumar W/o
Sh.Mohit Gupta R/o0 H.N0.16-A,
Old Market, Timar Pur, Delhi-
110054, have changed my name
to Rohini Gupta for all
purposes. 0040502160-6

I, Ram Singh S/o0 Sh. Alatoon
Singh R/0 H.N0.1653, Maruti
KunjBhondsi, Gurgaon-122102,
(Haryana), inform that Ram
Singh and Ram Singh Poswal
are same person and I shall be
known as Ram Singh Poswal
forall future Purposes.

0040502185-1

I, Rajesh Kashi S/o HariKishan
Kasi R/o0 H-17 Plot-211, UGF,
Near Geeta Ratan Public
School, Sector-7, Rohini Delhi,
have changed my nameto
Rajesh Kasi permanently.

0040502163-1

I, Preeti Sambharia D/O, Suresh
Kumar R/o Vill-Sampka, P.o-
Pataudi Distt-Gurugram
Haryana, have changed my
name to Preeti Kumari for all
purposes. 0040502201-1

I, Pramod Kumar Huria S/o
Anshi Ram R/0-C-282 Prashant
Vihar Delhi-110085 changed my
name to Pramod Kumar for all
purposes. 0040502235-3

I, Pallavi D/o Anil Kumar R/o B-
56, Beta-l, Greater Noida, UP
has changed to Pallavi Sanil as
per affidavit No.03 sworn
before notery Sanjeev Sharma
ondt.29.06.2019 0040502191-1

I, Naman Jethani S/o Late
Sh.Ramesh Chand Jethani R/0
B-9/9, Mianwali Nagar,
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi-
110087, have changed my name
to Naman Sharma for all
purposes. 0040502160-1

I, Meenu @ Meenu Arora D/o
Sh.Ved Prakash R/o0 WZ-99, Om
Vihar Phase-1, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi-110059, have
changed my name to Sanjana
Aroraforall purposes.

0040502160-5

I, Kavya D/o Sh.Sanjjay Kumar
R/0 748, Chirag Delhi, New
Delhi-110017, have changed my
name to Kavya Shandilya for all
purposes. 0040502160-3

I, Kanika Huria D/o Pramod
Kumar R/0-C-282 Prashant
Vihar Delhi-110085 changed my
name to Kanika for all
purposes. 0040502235-1

I, Kamal S/O Surjeet Singh
residing at 134, Near nav
Bharat sr sec school Hisar,
have changed my name to
Kamal Soni. 0070663794-1

I, Jitender Singh Yadav s/o Sahib
Singhr/0 0/10, Gurudwara
Road, Hari Vihar, Kakrola,
Dwarka-110078, have changed
my name to Jitender Singh.

0040502259-1

l, Jasnoor Chhabra D/o
Paramjeet Singh Chhabra R/0:-
122/28, Sarojini Nagar, Kabadi-
Market, Kanpur-208012. Have
Changed My Name to Jasnoor
Kaur Chhabra. 0040502219-5

I, Harikishan Kashi S/o Ram
Kishan R/o H-17 Plot-211, UGF,
Near Geeta Ratan Public
School, Sector-7, Rohini Delhi,
have changed my name to Hari
Kishan Kasi permanently.

0040502163-2

I, Deepanshi D/0O, Krishan Kumar
Behal R/0 House No-1420,
Sector-5, Vasundhra,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201012, have changed my name
to DeepanshiBehal for all
purposes. 0040502228-1

I, Sapna D/O Shri Satnarayan
R/0 A-1/204, Sector-6, Rohini
Delhi-110085, have changed my
name to Sapna Aggarwal.

0040502216-2

I, Chetan Arora S/o Sh.Surender
Radhay R/0 47/4,FirstFloor,
East Patel Nagar, New Delhi,
Central Delhi, Delhi-110008,
have changed my name to
Chetan Radhay for all
purposes. 0040502160-2

I, Binney Prakash Singh,spouse
of, Gp Capt RV Prakash VM R/O-
OMQ P-147/4,Ranjit-Vihar,
Portblair, Andaman-& Nicobar
Islands,have changed my
name from Binney Prakash
Singh to Binney Prakash.

0040502235-9

I Farha Naz alias Farha Naz
Shaikh D/o Ashraf Ali and W/o
Mohd Adil Shaikh R/o Flat No-
242, KaveriBlock, Sector-D,
Pocket-6, Vasant Kunj, Delhi-
110070, have finally changed
my name to Farha Naz Shaikh
forall purposes.

0070663800-1

CTWORK

I, Arpit Bharat Bhushan Bansal
S/0 Bharat Bhushan Sevaram
Bansal R/0-3087 Sec-49 Sanik
Col-Faridabad Have Change
Name To Arpit Bansal.

0040502219-7

I, Ankur S/o Ved Parkash Verma
R/o H.No. 69, Mukesh Colony,
Ballabgarh Faridabad have
changed my name to Ankur
Verma. 0040502229-1

I, Akanksha D/o Anil Kumar R/0
B-56, Beta-I, Greater Noida, UP
has changed to Akanksha Sanil
as per affidavit No.01 sworn
before notery Sanjeev Sharma
on dt.29.06.2019 0040502191-3

I, Akanksha Garg, R/0 B-901,
Bestech Grand Spa, Sector-81,
Gurgaon, Haryana - 122004,
have changed my name to
Akankasha Garg.

0070663788-1

I, Aditya S/O, Naresh Kundu R/o
F-376,S.G.M. Nagar, N.I.T.
Faridabad, Haryana-121001,
have changed my nameto
Aditya Kundu for all purposes.

0040502208-1

IRaj Kumar S/0O Krishan R/O-Be-
153 Gali No-5 Hari Nagar New
Delhi-110064 Have Changed My
Name To Raj Kumar Goyal.

0040502229-3

I Puja GuptaR/0 A2/101
Janakpuri New Delhi 11058
have changed my child’s name
from Adya Guptato Aadya
Gupta. 0070663805-1

I Poonam Rani W/o Jai Bhagwan,
R/0 705, R-Block, JwalaPuri,
Sunder Vihar ND-87 have
changed my name to Poonam

0040502195-3

IMohd Adil alias Mohd Adil
Shaikh S/o0 Mohd Sadiq R/o Flat
No-242, KaveriBlock, Sector-D,
Pocket-6, Vasant Kunj, Delhi-
110070, have finally changed
my name to Mohd Adil Shaikh
forall purposes. 0070663806-1

I Manju Bala alias Manju Bala
Sabharwal alias Sweety D/o Jai
Dev and W/o Sanjay Sabharwal
R/o House No.-43/1, Block-A,
Pocket-3, Rohini Sector-7,
Delhi-110085, have finally
changed my name to Manju
Bala Sabharwal for all
purposes 0070663799-1

I Mahender Batra S/o Hukam
Chand Batra R/o0 T-841, Faiz
Road, Karol Bagh, Delhi-110005,
have changed my nameto
Mahinder Batra 0070663796-1

I Hitherto known as Paramijit
Kaur Wife of Shri Balveer Ram
Residing at H.N0.348D Saloh,
Tehsil Nawan Town, District
Nawan Town, Punjab
India,have changed my name
and shall hereafter be known
as Sita Devi 0040502229-8

I Dikchha D/O Raj Kumar Goyal
R/0-Be-153 Gali No-5 Hari
Nagar New Delhi-110064 Have
Changed My Name To Diksha
Goyal. 0040502229-2

I Deepika W/o Deepak Vijhani
R/0 D-5/5, Model Town-3, Delhi-
9 have changed my name to
Deepika Vijhani. 0040502219-9

I Arvinder Pal Singh S/o0 Jasbir
Singh, R/0 B-1/194 Janak puri,
ND-110058 changed my minor
son name Anshpreet Singh to
Anshpreet Singh Narula

0040502195-2

L,Vipin Anand S/o Bahadar
Chand Anand R/o SU-29 Second
Floor, Pitampura, Delhi, have
changed my nameto Vipan
Anand permanently.

0040502163-3

LOST & FOUND

Lost My Original Pistol Licence
N0.98/DM/DODA,REGISTRY
NO.RE873452224IN lostin
Badarpur Post Office Delhi, if
Found Contact: Vir Singh
Sandhu s/o Gurbakhash
Singh, address: Village & P/O
Shankar Pura, P/S & Tehsil
Batala Distt. Gurdaspur
Punjab-143505. 0040502258-1

I, Hari Niwas S/0 Ram Pal
Verma, have lost Original Sale
Deed on 25/06/2019 of my
property C-10/186, First Floor,
Yamuna Vihar, Delhi-110053 in
the name of Smt. Munesh
Kumari, Regd. on dated
15/03/2007 by SR IV Office.
Finder may contact above
address, Tel: 9868439968

0040502165-1

I, Rajsi Ruhani Wadehra has
lost my Class-10 marksheet
and passing certificate.
PASSING:2017 SCHOOL: MAYO
COLLEGE GIRLS’-SCHOOL
UNIQUE ID:6534309. Cont-
9654280585. 0040502235-5

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby
informed that my client Mr.
Saumendra Nath Ray S/o Late
Shri Hirendra Nath Ray is Going
to Purchase a residential
property being sold by Mr. Anil
Bedi and Mrs. Shalini Bedi with
respect to the sale of property
No. H-1453, Second floor,
Chitranjan Park, New Delhi-19.
Any person having any right of
claim or objection in the said
property shall approach us within
10 working days. Failing which
the said transaction will be
completed and no claim or
objection of any kind thereafter
will be entertained.
Upender Sah Advocate

Off. : 315, llird Floor, Pooja Complex
Main Vikas Marg, Shakarpur, Delhi-92

MATRIMONIAL

MALYALEE KERALITE

“Keralite JSO Christian boy
27/174 DiplomaPvt. Service
working/Delhi settled seeks
suitable alliance. Contact
8750070872,9873883592 Email:
eliaskvlie@gmail.com.”

0040501715-1

Hindu Malayali Viswakarma 29,
Bangalore based, 180 cm, BE,
MBA(S’pore), currently
employed outside Karnataka,
inter caste parentage. Seeks
Malayali bride. Ph: 9600190880.
mail to : pppbmon@gmail.com
mailto:pbpbmon@gmail.com

0050150970-1

SCHEDULED CASTE

Match for Chandigarh based
Bengali boy, 3-12-1990,5’-4",
B.E (PEC), working in JSW Steel
Mumbai, Assistant Manager, 8
LPA. Preferred working girl .
Caste NoBar. Email:
swamiddyel964@gmail.com,
Mob: 98781-42246.

0020388449-1

GUPTA/AGGARWAL

Looking for a compatible & well
educated M4 V.B’ful/ Smart/
Con.Edu/ Sept.85bornNM/ 5’-
2"’/ MBA (HR) PhD (Mgmt.)
Aggarwal girl. Wkg HR Exec
from decent well educated
fmly. Father renowed doctor,
hving own nursing home.
Upper Caste no bar. Send BHP
at passionate985@gmail.com.

0020388448-1

OTHERS

Ezhava girl 26/5’4",
pooruruttathi, M Sc (Micro),
good looking settled in Baroda
and working in a multinational
company from an educated
family seeks suitable alliance
from well qualified and
working
boys.Contact:lembskreja@gm
ail.com, mob:9924617508

0050150828-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

My Client Ramesh Chand Sharma
has disowned and disinherited his
son namely Shiv Sharma S/o
Ramesh Chand Sahrma and his wife
namely Smt. Indra Sharma D/o
Mahesh Sahrma W/o Shiva Sharma
from all his moveable and
immoveable properties and have
also Directed them not to enter his
house bearing No. 487, Janta Flats
GTB Enclave Near Nand Nagri
Dilshad Garden Delhi-93. If they try
to illegally trespass the above
property necessary police action as
perlaw shall be taken against them.
M.N. Khan Advocate

Ch. No.618, Western Wing,

Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-110054
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U.P. POWER TRANSMISSION
LIMITED E-
TENDER NOTICE CD-128 E-
Tenders in Two Parts, valid for 365
days, are invited on behalf of UP
Power Transmission Corporation
Ltd from reputed Original Equipment
Manufacturer(s) (OEM) for Supply,

CORPORATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

Know all men by this notice that my clients (1)
Mohd. Salauddin son of Mod. Naseer; and (2)
Mrs. Bahisa Khatoon wife of Mohd.
Salauddin, both r/o House No. F-5/0, Khasra
No. 84-85, Gali No. 6, G-5 Block, 5- Pusta,
Sonia Vihar, Delhi- 110094, with their free will
and accord, have disowned their son
Mohammad Irfan (aged 21 years) son of
Mohd. Salauddin, with immediate effect.
Mohd. Irfan henceforth will have no

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, JULY 6

FIVE DAYS after a minor girl’s rape in Jaipur and subse-
quent protests, police have arrested the alleged culprit,
a 34-year-old who has previously been accused in at
least four cases of sexual violence and was also sen-
tenced to life imprisonment for a similar crime.

The rape of the seven-year-old girl on Monday had
triggered massive outrage and the incident took a com-
munal turn as a mob demanding the arrest of the ac-
cused targeted a number of homes and damaged over
60 vehicles, while pelting stones and clashing with the
police.

According to the police, the child was picked up

ﬁfﬁb":{%‘;”a!ﬁ‘?m”;ilvi'fﬁ2?:;;2?!5‘?L‘;"E:{Sﬁfs’ Installation, ~ Testing and around 7.30 pm Monday from near her home by an
Iabiltes and actons wih tird pary and o Commissioning of 4-Command unidentified youth on a motorcycle, who raped her be-
oy s oy PP Beones Stand Alone Digital Tele-Protection fore dropping her back after two hours.

Arvind Dhingra (Advosate) Coupler & its Integration with Fiber The clashes had resulted in the administration sus-

29 (South) Riviera Apartments, Mall Road,
Delhi- 110054. (Mobile 9810308483)

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to public at large that my client
Smt. Munni Devi w/o Late Shri Hira Lal R/o
T-2561, Gali No. 21, Near Kunwar Singh
Chowk Durga Mohalla, Baljeet Nagar, Patel
Nagar. New Delhi -110008 has severed all
her relations with her two sons Shri Suresh
Kumar R/o S-651, Mangol Puri,

detailed information

Delhi- 110083 and Shri Shyam Mohan R/o
T-2561, Gali No, 21, Durga Mohalla,
Baljeet Nagar, New Delhi -110008 and
disowned/debarred both of them forthwith
from her all moveable and immovable
properties. Whosoever deals with them may
do so at then own risk and consequences
and my client shall not be responsible in any
manner whatsoever.

website of U.P.

Sd/-

RAJINDER PAL SINGH (ADVOCATE)
D-7/119, G.F, Sector-6,

Rohini, Delhi:-85

e-procurement

PUBLIC NOTICE

“Be it known to all that my client Smt.
Dhanna Devi W/o Late Sh. Ram Bahadur
R/o DDA LIG Flat No. 205, 1st floor, Block-
8, Pocket-E1, Sector-11, Rohini, Delhi-
110085 has severed all his relations from
his son namely Sh. Puran Bahadur S/o Sh.
Ram Bahadur, daughter-in-law Smt. Gauri
W/o Sh. Puran Bahadur and Grand
Daughters Ms. Shardha and Ms. Soumya
D/o Sh. Puran Bahadur presently all
residing at R/o DDA LIG Flat No. 205, 1st
floor, Block-8, Pocket-E1, Sector-11,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 and also disowned all
of them from all movable and immovable
properties of my client. Any person dealing
with the aforesaid persons shall be doing
so at his/her own risks and costs.”

RAJNI YADSA?I/-(Advocate) webiste-
Ch. No. 299-B, Western Wing, E_Procu rement
www.etender.up.nic.in

any.

Lucknow-226001

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large is hereby informed by way of

this notice that my client Sh. Vijay Kumar .
Bansal, S/o Sh. Gyan Chand Bansal, R/o LKO I3ATh -
17/35, Shakti Nagar, Delhi- 110007, has W . a.a_l_g
severed all his social relationship with his wife . 05> i ) 2019

namely Smt. Shakuntla Bansal, and his sons
namely 1) Nikhil Bansal, his wife namely
Megha Bansal; 2) Akhil Bansal, his wife
namely Priyanka Bansal; and 3) Sumit
Bansal, his wife namely Ridhi Bansal; all R/o
17/35, Shakti Nagar, Delhi-110007 and
disowned them from his movable and
immovable property due to their hostile
attitude towards my client. My client has
severed all his relations with them, therefore,
my client shall not be responsible for any of
their acts done in past, present or future.
RAVIN RAO (Advocate)
Ch. No. 538, W. Wing, Tis Hazari Courts,
Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I,
Banke Bihari Shukla S/o Sh. Kalap
Narayan Shukla R/o D-17-A,
Hastsal Vihar, D.K. Mohan Garden,
Uttam Nagar, West Delhi, Dwarka,
Delhi-110059 do hereby declare that
name of mine and my wife has been
wrongly written as Rakesh Shukla
and Gudia in the school record of my
minor daughter Arpita Shukla aged
about 15 years. The actual name of
mine and my wife is Banke Bihari
Shukla and Guria Shukla, which
may be amended accordingly.

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that my clients,
Deepak Takkar and Amit Takkar are
the owners of Plot No. Z-31, Okhla
Industrial Area, Phase-Il, New Delhi.
Original Form-D in respect of the
above said property have been lost.
An NCRI/FIR to this affect has been
lodged vide LR No: 1223312/2019
dated 05/07/2019.

If any person including banks,
financial institutions or any other
person, relative, organization,
company firm or government
authority has any right, title, claim
or interest whatsoever into or upon
above referred plot is hereby make
the same known in writing, with
documentary evidence to the
undersign within 15 days. In the
event of no response to this notice,
the purpose of this notice shall be
completed.

Mansoor Ansari (Advocate)
B-43A, Kalkaji, New Delhi-19
Mob. 9711177423
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Bailadila Iron Ore Mine, Kirandul Complex
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No.DGM(Geol)/Fines/MVS/Trans.Ldg./2017/383C Dt.08/07/2019
PRESS NOTIFICATION

The Bailadila Iron Ore Mine, Kirandul Complex invites sealed item rate ten-

ders in two-bid system at an estimated amount of 358.425 lakhs for the work.

1. Loading and Transportation of Fine ore for a quantity of 15.00 LT (+/-
20%) in dry/wet condition by mechanical means at Fine ore dump
M.V.siding, Kirandul , within a lead of 0-1'.5 Km..and in all lifts includ-
ing unloading at loading yard / at designated locations, required dust sup-
pression by sprinkling water and engaging adequate spotters as directed
by the Engineer-in Charge complete.

2. Loading of fine ore for a quantity of 15.00 LT(+/-20%)in dry / wet condition
by mechanical means from loading yard into Railway wagons including
marking of loading line and leveling of each wagon , cleaning of spillage (if
any ) at railway track after loading of each rake etc. at Fine Ore Dump , M.V.
siding Kirandul as directed by the Engineer-In-Charge complete.

The tender documents are obtainable from the office of The Dy. General

Manager (Finance) Bailadila Iron Ore Mine, Kirandul Complex, P.O. Kirandul,

Dist. South Bastar Dantewada, C.G. State, Pin - 494556 or can be downloaded

from website www.eprocure.gov.in, www.nmdc.co.in. Any further modifica-

tion/corrigendum etc.will be published only on the above website.

Estimated amount Rs. 358.425 Lakhs

Period of contract 12 months (Including 3 months rainy season)

Tender documents obtainable 08/07/2019 to 08/08/2019 (between 10 am

to 4 pm on any working day)

Last Date of submission of 08/08/2019 by 15.30 hours

Tender
Date of opening of tender 08/08/2019 by 16.00 hours
Cost of Tender Rs. 7500 (+18% GST as per prevailing rate

non refundable)
[Wednesday is weekly rest day)

For and on behalf of NMDC Ltd.

General Manager
BIOM, Kirandul Complex

Optic Network of UPPTCL. Tender
Fee X 7,080/-, EMD Amt. R 50,000/-
, Last date & time of bid uploading
05.08.2019 upto 17:00 Hrs. For
E-Tender
documents against above bids can
be downloaded from e-procurement

www.etender.up.nic.in on payment
of a prescribed non-refundable fee.
E-tender shall be submitted only on
website
www.etender.up.nic.in. All bids shall
be opened ONLINE in The office of
Superintending Engineer, ECCDC,
UPPTCL,10th Floor, Shakti Bhawan
Extn., 14-Ashok Marg, Lucknow-
226001 in presence of tenderer’s if
Superintending  Engineer,
ECCDC, UPPTCL,10" Floor, Shakti
Bhawan Extension, 14-Ashok Marg,
Email-
seeccdclko@upptcl.org UPPTCL
www.upptcl.org.
website-

“SAVE
ELECTRICITY IN THE INTEREST
OF NATION” Sd/- S.E. ECCDC,
351734 HL L/

pending internet services in several parts of the city —
the curbs were lifted on Saturday morning,.

According to the police, the accused has also con-
fessed to the abduction and rape of a four-year-old girl
in the same area on June 22.

“We have arrested the accused from Kota. We have
come to know that he has a history of sexual crimes
and preliminary investigation suggests that he is of a
perverted mind and a psychopath,” said Jaipur Police
Commissioner Anand Shrivastava.

“Backin January 2004, he had lured an 11-year-old
boy in Jaipur on the pretext of feeding him bread be-
fore sexually assaulting and murdering him. He was
subsequently arrested and the court had sentenced
him to life imprisonment. He was released in 2015 and
following that he was involved in crimes such as bur-
glary and theft,” Shrivastava said.

The Police Commissioner said that the accused had
escaped from police custody once in the past.

“On November 2017, the accused was caught mo-
lesting two minor girls. When the police was informed,
he assaulted an assistant sub inspector. He was later
arrested from Ajmer but he jumped custody,”
Shrivastava said. He said that several teams were
formed to arrest the accused, who didn’t have any fam-
ily and lived the life of a drifter, which made it harder
to locate him.

“We arrested him from Kota’s Bhimganj Mandi
where the accused had gone to meet an associate af-
ter he ran out of money. We relied on core policing
methods, including beat system and inputs from in-
formants, to get information about him. We are inves-
tigating to know about any other possible cases he
might have been involved in,” Shrivastava said.

Govt.

BUXAR BRANCH: Nav Durga Complex, Collectorate Road,
Ambedkar Chowk, Buxar-802103, Ph: 06183-222909, iob2381@iob.in
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
[Under Proviso to Rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002]
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovable Assets under
the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule

8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the
Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable
property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the
constructive possession of which has been taken by the Authorised
Officer of Indian Overseas Bank, Secured Creditor, will be sold
on "As is where is”, “As is what is" and "Whatever there is"
on 12.08.2019 (date of the sale) for recovery of dues as mentioned
hereunder due to the Secured Creditor from the below mentioned
Borrower(s) & Guarantor(s).

Name of the Borrower: M/s Gautam Traders, Prop: Mr. Santosh
Kumar, S/o Bishwanath Singh Itarhi Road, Near P.C. College,
Buxar-802101 and Guarantor:-Mr. Nitya Nand Mishra, S/o Sri
Narayan Mishra, Village + Post-Pandeypatti, Buxar. Guarantor
& Mortgagor: Mr. Ram Eqgbal Thakur, S/o Sri Parshuram Thakur,
Chini  Mill, Buxar-802101, Bihar. Amount Due: %3,32,407/-
(Rupees Three lakhs thirty two thousand four hundred and seven
only), The Reserve Price will be 316,06,000/- (Rupees Sixteen
lakhs six thousand only) and The Earnest Money deposit will
be %1,60,600/- (Rupees One lakh sixty thousand and six hundred
only). Description of the immovable property: All that part
and partial of the land & building property measuring an area of
765 Sq.ft. in Mauza-Buxar Kila, P.S.-Buxar, Dist.-Buxar bearing
Thana no.-332, Khata No.-257(old)/223(new) Survey Plot No.-
3755(old)/373(new), Mohalla-Chini Mill, Ward No.34, P.O.Buxar,
P.S. Buxar in the name of Mr. Ram Eqgbal Thakur, S/o Sri Parshuram
Prasad Thakur. Bounded: North-Rasta, South-Nij, East-Nij, West-
Dharmawati Devi & Madan Rai.

For Detailed terms and conditions of the sale, Please refer to
the link provided in secured creditor’'s website i.e. www.iob.in,
https://www.publishtenders.gov.in, www.bankauctions.in.

Date : 04.07.2019 Authorized Officer
Place : Buxar Indian Overseas Bank
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Alek Sigley was held for
10days in North Korea

NORTH KOREA
‘Freed Australian
studenthad
beenspying’

Seoul: North Korea’s state
news agency said on
Saturday an Australian
student who was ex-
pelled from the country
after 10 days’ detention
had committed “spying
acts” through his work
with foreign media. Alek
Sigley, who had been held
in North Korea since June
25, was an active social
media user and also areg-
ular contributor to inter-
national media organisa-
tions including NK News
about his time in North
Korea. His latest post, up-
loaded on April 30, de-
scribes his dining experi-
ences in Pyongyang.
KCNA said Sigley admit-
ted his “spying acts” and
repeatedly asked for
a pardon.

PHILIPPINES

Drug warenforcer
defends police
killing of toddler

Manila: Aformer police gen-
eral who oversaw the
bloodiest years of the
Philippines’ war on drugs
shrugged off the killing by
police of a three-year-old
girlina sting operation, say-
ing on Thursday the world
was not perfect and “shit
happens”.Ronald delaRosa,
a senator who once led the
crackdown that has killed
thousands of mostly urban
poor users and peddlers,
said “collateral damage”
was inevitable, referring to
Sunday’s killing of toddler
Myka Ulpina in a province
near Manila. Police said she
was used asa human shield
by her father, a suspected
drugdealer whoresisted ar-
restand opened fire.

USA
UStells EIChapo

toforfeit $12.7 bn
indrug money

New York: Prosecutors on
Friday said they were seek-
ing $12.7 billion from con-
victed Mexican drug king-
pin Joaquin “El Chapo”
Guzman, based onaconser-
vative estimate of revenues
from his cartel’s drug sales
in the US. According to a
motion filed by US Attorney
Richard Donoghue, author-
ities are “entitled to forfei-
ture of all property that con-
stitutes or is derived from
the defendant’s narcotics-
related crimes.” Guzman'’s
reign atop the Sinaloa cartel
netted sales of some $11.8
billion in cocaine alone, au-
thorities said.

CAL

FORNIA JOLT!

9 THE WORLD

Ahouse burns after an earthquake in Ridgecrest, California, on Friday. Reuters

M A quake with amagnitude of 7.1 jolted
much of California, cracking buildings,
setting fires, breaking roads and causing
several injuries while seismologists
warned that large aftershocks were
expected to continue for days, if not weeks.

M The Friday night quake — preceded by
Thursday’s 6.4-magnitude temblor in the
Mojave Desert — was the largest
Southern California quake in at least 20
years and was followed by a series of large
and small aftershocks.

=D BY BIGGEST QUAKE IN 20 YEARS

B There is about a 1-in-10 chance that
another 7.0 quake could hit within the
next week, said Lucy Jones, a seismologist
at the California Institute of Technology
and a former science adviser at the US

Geological Survey.

Lanka’s Sirisena vetoes military deal with US

Deal would have allowed American troops free access to island nation’s ports

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO, JULY 6

SRILANKA'’S President Saturday
announced he will not allow his
government to conclude a pro-
posed military deal that would
allow US troops free access to the
island’s ports.

Maithripala Sirisena said he
was opposed to the draft Status
of Forces Agreement (SOFA) that

the two countries are negotiat-
ing to further strengthen their
military ties.

Sirisena is at loggerheads

8 found guilty in UK’s

PALKO KARASZ
LONDON, JULY 6

THEY LIVED in desperate straits in
Poland, often homeless and suf-
fering from addictions. So when
the call came to get free housing
and well-paid jobs in Britain, hun-
dreds decided to make the move.

But instead of a better life,
British authorities said Friday,
the immigrants found them-
selves in the clutches of a human
trafficking ring that lured work-
ers to England, starved them,
crowded them into squalid
housing, forced them to work
long hours at menial jobs, stole
their wages and paid them as lit-
tle as 10 pounds a week.

Eight of the group’s members,
all of them Polish, have been
found guilty in a Birmingham
court of trafficking and forced
labour, in the “largest ever mod-
ern slavery prosecution” in
Britain, the Crown Prosecution
Service said in a statement. The
ring may have victimised as many
as 400 people, prosecutors said.

Five of the defendants were
sentenced earlier this year to
prison terms ranging from four-
and-a-half to 11 years, and three
others are awaiting sentencing.
While some of the convictions oc-
curred months ago, reporting re-

strictions meant that details were
not made public until Friday.

Marek Chowanec, 30, Marek
Brzezinski, 29, Julianna
Chodakiewicz, 29, NataliaZmuda,
29, Justyna Parczewska, 48, Ignacy
Brzezinski, 53, Wojciech
Nowakowski, 42, and Jan Pawal
Sadowski, 29, were found guilty
after two separate trials at
Birmingham Crown Court. Law
enforcement officials said that 88
victims had come forward.

The scale of the practice
shocked many after a govern-
ment-commissioned report in
2017 said tens of thousands of
people across the country, many
of them British citizens, were en-
snared in “modern slavery” in nail
salons, carwashes, farms and
other low-wage businesses.

Police began its investigation
of the Birmingham ring in 2015
after an anti-trafficking charity,
Hope for Justice, noticed an in-
creasing number of Polish people
attending one of its soup kitchens,
and gave officers a tip-off.

Traffickers used familiar tac-
tics, targeting vulnerable people,
isolating them from the commu-
nity and taking their money.
They forced victims to claim gov-
ernment benefits and kept the
money, stole the workers’ prop-
erty and assaulted or threatened
those who complained. NYT

with his pro-Western Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe.

“I will not allow any agree-
ment that undermines our inde-
pendence and sovereignty,”
Sirisena told a public rally in the
island’s south. “Several agree-
ments currently being discussed
are detrimental to our country.”

“I'will not allow the SOFA that
seeks to betray the nation. Some
foreign forces want to make Sri
Lanka one of their bases. I will not

allow them to come into the coun-
tryand challenge our sovereignty.”

The SOFA seeks to ensure re-
ciprocal access to port facilities
and allow freer entry to military
personnel and their contractors.

Increased US interest in Sri
Lanka comes as China is upping
investment in ports and other
building projects on the island,
which is a key link in Beijing’s
ambitious Belt and Road infra-
structure initiative.

JORDAN

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

PUBG BANNED OVER ‘NEGATIVE EFFECTS’

Jordan on Saturday banned the hugely popular but brutal online game PlayerUnknown’s
Battlegrounds (PUBG), citing its “negative effects” on the kingdoms citizens. PUBG s
widely popular in Jordan and institutions in the kingdom have issued warnings to employ-
ees not to play it. The game pits characters against each another in a virtual fight to the death.

Ahead of deadline for

new terms, Iran says
ready for enrichment

European parties to the n-deal have yet to offer a way forIran
to avoid sanctions imposed after US quit the pact last year

JON GAMBRELL
TEHRAN, JULY 6

A TOP aide to Iran’s supreme
leader says the Islamic Republicis
ready to enrich uranium beyond
thelevel set by Tehran’s 2015 nu-
clear deal, just ahead of a dead-
line it set Sunday for Europe to of-
fer new terms to the accord.

Avideo message by Ali Akbar
Velayati included him saying that
“Americans directly and
Europeans indirectly violated the
deal,” part of Tehran’s hardening
tone with Europe. European par-
ties to the deal have yet to offer a
way for Iran to avoid the sweep-
ing economic sanctions imposed
by President Donald Trump since
he pulled the US out of the accord
a year ago, especially those tar-
geting its crucial oil sales.

All this comes as America has
rushed thousands of troops, an
aircraft carrier, nuclear-capable
B-52 bombers and advanced
fighter jets to the Mideast.
Mysterious oil tanker attacks near
the Strait of Hormuz, attacks by
[ranian-backed rebels in Yemen
on Saudi Arabia and Iran shoot-
ing down a US military drone
have raised fears of a wider con-
flict engulfing the region.

In the video, available
Saturday on a website for
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, Velayati said that in-
creasing enrichment closers to
weapons-grade levels was “unan-

We will show

reaction
exponentially as much as
they violateit (the 2015
nuclear deal)... If they go
back to fulfilling their
commitments, we will do
soaswell.”

—ALIAKBAR VELAYATI
ADVISER TO IRAN SUPREME LEADER

imously agreed upon by every
component of the establishment.”
“We will show reaction expo-
nentially as much as they violate
it. We reduce our commitments
as much as they reduce it,” said
Velayati, Khamenei’s adviser on
international affairs. “If they go
back to fulfilling their commit-
ments, we will do so as well.”
Under the atomicaccord, Iran
agreed to enrich uranium to no
more than 3.67%, which is
enough for peaceful pursuits but
is far below weapons-grade lev-
els of 90%. Iran denies it seeks
nuclear weapons, but the nu-
clear deal sought to prevent that
as a possibility by limiting en-

Senior Indian-origin officer sues Scotland

‘largest ever modern  Yard over racial, gender discrimination
slavery prosecution’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LONDON, JULY 6

ONE OF Britain’s senior-most
Indian-origin female police offi-
cers is taking legal action against
Scotland Yard over allegations of
racial and gender discrimination
within the UK’s largest police force.

Parm Sandhu, currently the
Temporary Chief Superintendent
with the Metropolitan Police,
claims she was denied promo-
tions and opportunities at work
due to her race and gender.

The first hearing in her case

is set to take place at an employ-
ment tribunal next week.

“At this early stage, we are
unable to comment further
around defending the claim,” the
Met Police said in a statement.

Sandhu is being backed by
the Metropolitan Black Police
Association, which saysit is con-

Parm Sandhu, the temporary chief
superintendent with the Metropolitan Police, says
she was denied promotions and opportunities at
work due to her race and gender

cerned about the lack of senior
female ethnic minority officers.

The 54-year-old officer took
thelegal step at the end of anin-
ternal Met Police investigation
which exonerated her of gross
misconduct last month.

The inquiry, launched in June
2018, focussed on whether

CONSERVATIVES SET TO ELECT NEXT BRITISHPM

‘Some party members get multiple postal ballots’

REUTERS
LONDON, JULY 6

SOME MEMBERS of Britain’s
Conservative Party have been
issued with more than one bal-
lot paper to vote for the party’s
next leader, who will also be-
come Prime Minister, the BBC
reported Saturday.

Ballot papers have been sent
to about 160,000 Conservative
Party members across the coun-
try, asking them to choose be-
tween Boris Johnson, a former

London mayor and foreign minis-
ter,and Jeremy Hunt, the current
foreign minister. Voting is due to
close onJuly 22, with the result de-
clared the next day.

The BBC said an investigation
it had carried out found some
party members had received two
ballot papers, citing one party in-
sider as estimating that more than
1,000 people could be affected.

Party Chairman Brandon
Lewis said on Twitter that peo-
ple would only be able to vote
once even if they had been sent
more than one ballot paper.

EXPLAINED

Sandhu encouraged her col-
leagues to support her nomina-
tion for a Queen’s Police Medal,
which is awarded twice a year as
part of the Queen’s honours' lists.
The medals are given to serving
police officers in recognition of
distinguished service or outstand-
ing courage in the line of duty.

0.3% of voters to
decide on Britain’s
next head of govt

FOR THE first time, Britain’s Conservative Party members will be
voting for a party leader who is certain to be the new Prime
Minister. The 160,000 people who will take part in the postal
ballot on July 22 constitute 0.3 per cent of Britain’s voters. The
majority of them are white men and 40 per cent of them are
over 65, according to a New York Times report. This has led to crit-
icism, even withing the party, that a group of people who do not
represent the UK’s diversity get to choose the new PM.

THE MAGAZINE INFLUENCED A GENERATION OF CoMics AND ARTISTS FROM STEPHEN COLBERT TO ART SPIEGELMAN

Mad magazine, irreverent baby boomer humour bible, is all but dead

MARC TRACY
JULY 6

ALFRED E Neuman finally has a
reason to worry.

Mad magazine, the class
clown of American publishing, is
being shuffled off to the period-
ical equivalent of an old-folks
home at the age of 67.

After the next two issues, a
publication that specialised in
thumbing its nose at authority
will no longer include new ma-
terial, except in year-end spe-
cials, according to two people
with knowledge of the decision.
Instead, the “usual gang of id-
iots,” as the staff has long called

itself on the masthead, will fill
the magazine’s pages with old
material.

A giddy creation of the staid
1950s, Mad hit a circulation peak
of 2.8 millionin 1973. Since then,
it has steadily lost readers and
relevance, a victim of its own
success, as its sceptical, smart-
alecky sensibility became dom-
inant in American popular cul-
ture. “Saturday Night Live”, “The
Simpsons”, “South Park” and The
Onion can be counted among its
heirs, and the magazine influ-
enced a generation of comedi-
ans and comic artists, from late-
night host Stephen Colbert to
comics writer Art Spiegelman.

“Mad was, ‘The entire adult

world is lying to you, and we are
part of the adult world. Good
luck toyou,” Spiegelman said in
aninterview Friday. “I think that
shaped my entire generation.”

Alfred E Neuman, the maga-
zine’s freckle-faced, tooth-defi-
cient mascot, has served as the
magazine’s cover boy from the
Eisenhower years to the present,
appearing in various guises, in-
cluding Barbra Streisand,
Rosemary’s baby and both
President Bushes. His motto was
“What, me worry?”

But his recent cameo appear-
ance in the news cycle — thanks
to President Donald Trump’s
likening Democratic presiden-
tial hopeful Pete Buttigieg to the

“See No Evil, Hear No Evil, Speak No Evil,” by the artist Norman
Mingo, appeared on the cover of Mad No. 36 in December 1957.

magazine’s cover boy — sug-
gested Mad’s lack of relevance to
the generations that came after

the baby boom. The 37-year-old
candidate responded to the in-
sult by cheekily claiming he did-

n't get the reference.

Cartoonist and illustrator
Drew Friedman, a Mad contribu-
tor since 1994, said of the maga-
zine, “For baby boomers, it was
like the Bible. To my mind, it was
where you found reality.”

Mad’s owner, DC
Entertainment, declined to com-
ment publicly on the publica-
tion’s future, or lack thereof, even
asregular Mad writers and artists
posted messages on Twitter and
Facebook saying that the publi-
cation was effectively dead and
that they needed work.

DG, a division of Warner Bros.
since the 1990s, became part of
AT&T last year, when the telecom-
munications giant bought Time

Warner for $85.4 billion.

Since the deal went through,
AT&T has been cashing in on its
new entertainment-industry
wares, selling tie-in merchandise
like a Harry Potter wireless
charger for $45 (cheap!)and a
“Game of Thrones” computer ca-
ble for $20. The company will
also give one of its lucrative DC
properties, Batman, a boost at
Comic-Con International in San
Diego this month with the
Batman Experience Powered by
AT&T — “a massive, interactive
exhibition,” according to a cor-
porate statement.

Mad, which aimed a
peashooter at corporate hype,
would seem to be an awkward

TANKER STOPPEDIN
GULF REPORTED
"SAFE AND WELL’

Dubai: UK-flagged super-
tanker Pacific Voyager which
halted in the Gulf on
Saturday is “safe and well”, a
British official told Reuters,
after Iran dismissed reports
its Revolutionary Guards
had seized the vessel. A
Revolutionary Guards com-
mander on Friday had
threatened to seize a British
ship in retaliation for the
capture by Royal Marines of
Iranian supertanker Grace 1
in Gibraltar.

richment and Iran’s stockpile of
uranium to 300 kilogrammes.

On Monday, Iran and UN in-
spectors acknowledged it had
broken the stockpile limit.
Combining that with increasing
itsenrichment levels narrows the
one-year window experts believe
Iranwould need to build anuclear
weapon, if it chose to do so.

“This would be a very worri-
some step that could substantially
shorten the time Iran would need
to produce the material needed
for nuclear weapons,” said Miles
Pomper, a fellow at the Middle-
bury Institute of International
Studies’ James Marin Center for
Nonproliferation Studies. AP

At least 14 killed
as mortars hit
Afghan market

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KABUL, JULY 6

AT LEAST 14 people were killed
and dozens more wounded
when a busy market in northern
Afghanistan was hit by mortar
fire, officials said Saturday.

Several Taliban shells hit the
market Friday morning in the
Khwaja Sabz Posh district of
Faryab province, according to
Hanif Rezaee, an Afghan army
spokesman.

“Fourteen civilians were
killed and 40 — including
women and children — were
wounded,” Rezaee said.

He said the Taliban had
been trying to hit an army
checkpoint near the market.
The insurgent group did not
immediately comment.

Naem Musamim, Faryab’s
public health director, said 14
bodies and 39 wounded people
including four children had been
taken to local hospitals.

Some victims with critical
injuries were airlifted to hospi-
tals in Mazar-i-Sharif in Balkh
province.

The deadly incident comes
as the war between the Taliban
and Afghan security forces
rages on, even as Taliban offi-
cials are meeting with negotia-
tors from the United States in
Doha in a bid to bring about an
end to the conflict.

fitin the blockbuster-centric me-
dia universe of 2019.

It was created mainly by
comic book artist and editor
Harvey Kurtzman at the behest
of William Gaines, the owner of
EC Comics, a small comics pub-
lisher. The first issue, titled
“Tales to Drive You MAD:
Humor in a Jugular Vein,” ap-
peared on newsstands in
August 1952.

Mad’s contrarian identity
was clear from its debut, with
its parodies of pop culture and
a comic that skewered a new
habit of suburbanites: gather-
ing with friends to watch tele-
vision while not speaking to
one another. NYT
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WHY D SIVANANDA PAI

Rainfall has been erratic,
globally. In recent years,
extreme rainfall events
have increased... The gap

between extreme rainfall

event and a dry spell has
also increased... Overall
rainfall in India has not
shown much deviation”

AMITABH SINHA: There was a large
rainfall deficit in June, and there are
fears that we might be staring at
another year of drought. How is the
monsoon likely to play out for the rest
of the season?

As you know, this year, the onset of
monsoon over Kerala was delayed by eight
days. Though the monsoon arrived over
the South Andaman Sea on time, its fur-
ther progress was delayed. While it was
getting energised and progressing land-
wards, Cyclone Vayu developed and fur-
ther delayed the monsoon. As a result,
there was a 10-15-day delay in monsoon
over central India. Vayu was expected to
cross Gujarat coast and reach Rajasthan
and cause rainfall, but after it entered the
cold region it travelled parallel to the west
coast. The net result was thatin the first 15
days (after the onset), there was a large
rainfall deficit. Though monsoon picked
up thereafter, it could never wipe out the
deficiency, and in June rainfall ended up
being 33% below normal.

Most sub-divisions fell under deficient
category except North Interior Karnataka,
Andaman and Nicobar, West Rajasthan
and Jammu and Kashmir. But now, (in the
last week) there has been some improve-
ment in rainfall activity. A few days ago,
for the first time in this season, the actual
rainfall received was more than the nor-
mal for the day.

Rainfall activity is now concentrated
over some parts of northwest, central
and northeast regions of India, while
rainfall over southern peninsula has seen
some reduction after June. The all-India
rainfall deficiency has now reduced to
27%. With the effect of a weak El Nino de-
caying further, we expect rainfall activ-
ity to improve in the remaining days of
this month. As predicted, the July rain-
fall will be 95% of the Long Period
Average (LPA) followed by 99% of the LPA
for August and normal rainfall for
September, taking the season’s rainfall
to 96% of the LPA.

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS: How
difficult is it to predict rainfall given
that the monsoon has become so
erratic?

Rainfall has always been erratic, glob-
ally. What has happened inrecent yearsis
that the extreme rainfall events have in-
creased. As a result, the gap between an
extreme rainfall event and a dry spell has
also increased. Interestingly, the Indian
monsoon rainfall does not show any sig-
nificant deviation from its normal trends.
But there is a slight decrease in rainfall in
recent years, possibly because of the multi-
decadal variation.

Regarding the difficulty in predicting
rainfall, it varies with the kind of forecast
being made. There are short-range,
medium-range, extended-range and
long-range forecasts that the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) does.
The short-range forecasts (up to five days)
are the most accurate. Thanks to better
data availability, greater computing
power, improvements in infrastructure,
and greater efficiencies in modelling tech-
niques, there has been a vast improve-
ment in the forecasts. Now, it is possible
to predict the formation of a low pressure
system about 300-400 km away a week
inadvance.

Aswe increase the time-range that we
are looking at for our forecasts, uncertain-
ties start to creep in. It is not because of
lack of infrastructure or expertise. It is in
the very nature of weather forecasting. It
is not an exact science. It is probabilistic
and complex. We need to feed very
minute data into the models, and this data
is not always available for all areas. There
are data gaps. We are relatively well off
collecting data from land, but 70% of the
Earth is ocean, and collecting data from
oceans is very difficult. We have instru-
ments in the sea, also onboard ships, and
even aircraft supply data with regard to
wind for example. But there are still gaps.
We try to fill these data gaps through ap-
proximations and extrapolations. Thatin-
troduces uncertainties.

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS: But
weather data is widely shared
between countries, isn’t it?

Yes. There are elaborate international
arrangements for sharing of data. All coun-
tries which collect data, and are part of this
system managed by the World
Meteorological Organisation, feed the data
into a network. All this data is available to
all of us, in real time. We feed this data into
our models which try to mimic nature’s
behaviour. But nature does not always be-
have in a certain and deterministic man-
ner. There is some amount of randomness
there as well. So there are uncertainties at
different stages of forecast, during data col-
lection, during computations, in the mod-

As head of the Pune office of

the India Meteorological
Department, D Sivananda
Pai has been making long-
range forecasts for the
Indian monsoon season for
several years now. He has

overseen a vast improvement

in the organisation’s
forecasting capabilities,
thanks to the massive
investment in both human

and technical resources. As
another erratic monsoon
season Increases anxieties
about the amount and
quality of rainfall across the
country, Pai explains the
uncertainties in the science

behind forecasting, the
improvements that have
happened over the years, and
the impact of climate change
on rainfall activity
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“As we increase the time-
range for our forecasts,
uncertainties creep in. It
is not due to lack of
infrastructure, expertise.

It’s the nature of weather
forecasting. It is not an
exact science. It is
probabilistic, complex

‘In Mumbai event, heavy rainfall was predicted.
But urban management systems must improve’

Head of climate prediction at IMD, D Sivananda Pai explains the delay in monsoon and ‘data gaps’ in forecasts, says IMD is working
towards making taluka-level forecasts, and calls upon citizens too to play a more proactive role as extreme weather events increase

India Meteorological Department’s D Sivananda Pai with Resident Editor, Pune, Amitabh Sinha in The Indian Express newsroom in Pune. Arul Horizon

els, and in the interpretation of results. A
forecast is made while accounting for all
these uncertainties, and that is why the
forecast talks about probabilities.

AMITABH SINHA: While you say that
there has been no major deviation
from the normal trend, there seems to
be arise in extreme rainfall events in
India. Why is that?

The overall amount of rainfall has re-
mained more or less the same. Of course,
within this overall scenario, there are vari-
ations. There are more heavy rainfall
events now, and the gaps between a wet
period and a dry spell have increased. The
distribution of rainfall has also become
more extreme, so either there are heavy
rains or no rains at all. So, there are some
trends of change. These trends show that
central India, the western coast and north-
east India are generally receiving more
rainfall than earlier. If one considers the
seasonal average for the country, there is
no change.

AJAY JADHAV: Has there been any
variation in the pre-monsoon showers
as well? This year, for instance, many
regions did not receive any rainfall
before the season.

This year there was less rain during the
pre-monsoon season. But it is important
to know that rainfall during this season is
mostly limited to the southern peninsula
and the Northeast regions. Rainfall in the
Northeast region was normal, but for the
southern states, the rainfall was less.
However, Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab,
and Haryana got good rainfall during these
months, benefiting cultivation in these
parts. Haryana and Punjab are presently
at comfortable positions as far as rainfall
is concerned.

MANOJ MORE: The frequency of El
Nino (an abnormal warming of the
Pacific Ocean) is also increasing. So are
we going to see more and more bad
monsoon years?

2019is the fifth EINino year since 2000.
EINino generally starts developing during
pre-monsoon (March to May) season, in-
tensifies thereafter and peaks in the next
winter (December-February), and then
weakens during the March to May period...
This can go on for even two years. For its
impact on monsoon, we check whether El
Nino is present during the monsoon sea-
son or not. After November last year, El
Nino gained in strength, then peaked dur-
ing December-January and thereafter it

has been weakening. As of now, the Nino
3.4 region (the region in the Pacific Ocean
where an increased warming of waters
seems to have the maximum impact on
Indian monsoon) is 0.3 degrees Celsius
warmer than normal and Nino 4 region s
0.2 degrees warmer. A significant impact of
El Nino on Indian monsoon is observed
mainly when these temperature anom-
alies are more than 0.5 degree Celsius.

AMITABH SINHA: So, is this an El Nino
year or not?

Yes, it is an El Nino year. It will be
counted as a weak El Nino, which will
have relatively less impact. If one consid-
ers the present Sea Surface Conditions
(SST) in the Indian Ocean, then it is con-
ducive for Indian monsoon and forecasts
indicate a positive Indian Ocean Dipole
(IOD is alternative warming and cooling
of waters in the Indian Ocean).
Collectively, these two (weak E1 Nino and
positive IOD) should ensure that the mon-
soonis not impacted adversely in any sig-
nificant manner. That is our assessment.
Soin comparison to June, July and August
rainfall should be better.

SUSHANT KULKARNI: How has
computational technology changed
our abilities to make accurate
forecasts?

You need very fast supercomputers for
weather forecasting. That is because of the
large amount of parameters and the ex-
tremely complex calculations. Normal
computers would take days or weeks to
do these calculations which would make
these useless because we need to issue

forecasts inreal time. In the last few years,
we have added substantially to our com-
puting power. In fact, the high-powered
computer that we have in Pune now is the
third most powerful computer being used
in weather forecasting anywhere in the
world. This has improved our capabilities
tremendously. Until five years ago, for ex-
ample, to get an output for short range
forecasting, we needed to run the weather
model for two to three days. Now, with
advancement in technology, we can get
the output within 1 hour to 1.5 hours.

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS: You
spoke about data gaps. How are
climate studies managed insucha
scenario?

Well, the data gaps exist in some parts
of the world. Over the Indian region, there
is no problem of data. We have a fairly good
network of weather stations and instru-
ments everywhere. Of course, we need to
strengthen this network even further if we
are to provide more granular local fore-
casts. And as I said earlier, wherever data
gaps exist, we make do with approxima-
tions and extrapolations.

GEETA NAIR: How difficultis it to
provide more local weather
information?

As of now we are providing district-
level forecasts for every district in the
country. This is pretty good information.
But as per the directions of the Prime
Minister’s Office and the NITI Aayog, we
are also working on providing information
at the taluka level, particularly for agricul-
ture. This will take some time. We need to

“Yes, it is an E1 Nino
year. It will be counted
as a weak EI Nino
which will have
relatively less impact.
That is our assessment.
In comparison to June,
rainfall in July and
August will be better

increase our monitoring network, we need
toincrease our computing power even fur-
ther,and then we need to create abilities to
prepare useful and relevant products tobe
disseminated at the local level. We are
moving towards that.

AMITABH SINHA: What are the climate
change trends that are becoming
evident over India in terms of
precipitation or temperature
patterns?

According to the observed data for the
last several years, there is no doubt that
there has been a significant increase in
the intensity and frequency of heavy rain-
fall events. And this is likely to continue.
On the western coast, it is not the inten-
sity but the frequency of rainfall events
which seems to be on the rise. A similar
trend has been observed in the Northeast
region as well. In central India, however,
both intensity and frequency of heavy
rainfall events are increasing.

Similarly, heat wave incidents are
also on the rise. There is a heat wave
corridor, starting from Rajasthan,
Gujarat, central India, Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh... In most of these areas, there
is an increase in heat-wave incidents.
The incidents of cold wave, however,
are showing a decreasing trend.

AMITABH SINHA: The Northeast
region usually gets good rainfall, but
last year there was a large deficit. And
this year too, till now at least, rainfall
in the region has not been very good.

Last year’s shortfall could be explained
as part of annual variations. It’s just been
one month into the season this year. So,
no, there is no special trend there. But we
have noticed anincrease in the low-pres-
sure systems during the monsoon season.
These systems generally move in the
westerly direction, from the Bay of Bengal
towards Rajasthan along the monsoon
trough. Whenever there is a depression
in central India, the Northeast gets a bit
less rain, mainly because it sucks in the
moisture from surrounding areas. This in-
crease inlow pressure systems could also
be the reason, atleast partially, why more
heavy rainfall events are being witnessed
in central India.

GEETA NAIR: Was the recent deluge in
Mumbai a result of bad urban
planning or a deficiency in our ability
to forecast heavy rainfall?

See, because of climate change, heavy
rainfall events are increasing. That is very

clear in India as well. There is little that
can be done about that. But we need to
learn how to manage these things. Even
common people like us have to be sensi-
tive to these things. For example, we have
to make sure that we do not do anything
that would choke drainage. I think this
requires a cultural change from our side
as well. The government agencies, no
doubt, have a more proactive role to play
but citizens must also pitch in. In the
Mumbai event, heavy rainfall was pre-
dicted. But the urban management sys-
tems have to improve.

SUSHANT KULKARNI: How sensitive
are other government agencies to the
information provided by the IMD?

[ think there is much more awareness
now compared to any other time about the
impact of weather and climate. More and
more people, and also government agen-
cies, now realise that the work they do, or
even their normal lives, can be weather-
sensitive, that these can be impacted by
weather events. The cricket World Cup is
currently going on. Weather information
plays a vital role in team strategies these
days. It was not this important even a few
years ago. So, yes, there is much greater
awareness about climate change and the
impactit can have.

GEETA NAIR: The IMD produces huge
amounts of weather data. Have you
considered building a start-up-like
ecosystem to use the data more
effectively?

We get lots of requests for our data.
Now we are putting alot of data — mainly
rainfall and temperature data — online,
making it freely available to everyone.
Earlier, we used to charge Rs 10,000 to
Rs 15,000 for this; over 1,000 USD from
foreign agencies. We can't, of course, put
all our data online, because it has com-
mercial value as well... There are many
people who can make useful weather
products from this data and disseminate
it to their clients. We welcome any such
proposal, and we support them.

ANJALIMARAR: Is the Arabian Sea
seeing an increased cyclonic activity?
Is the western coast becoming
dangerous?

There is nothing in our data to suggest
that. And, in any case, most of the systems
formed in the Arabian Sea generally tend
to move towards the West, towards Oman
and other places. These rarely come to-
wards the Indian coastline.



THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, JULY /7,2019

1T SUNDAY STORY

AHASPUR ALINAGAR is a village
torn between celebrating its hero
and protecting him. Between rec-
ollections of an obsessive boy run-
ning in the streets, miming a
bowling action, and wary whisperings of re-
porters and Crime Branch officers seeking in-
formation. Between “Simmi”, the timid mid-
dle child of the pradhan, and Mohammad
Shami, the troubled international cricketer.
So intertwined have Mohammad Shami’s
off-field travails been with his on-field ex-
ploits that the villagers’ platitudes come with
asterisks attached. “Cricket ki lagan thi, dekho
naam kharab kar diya (He was crazy about
cricket, see now his nameis spoiled).” There
is also speculation about why his wife Hasin
Jahan accused him of adultery, dowry de-
mands, domestic violence and match-fixing,
If the salacious yarn of a marriage gone
wrong threatened to overshadow the story of
a child born far from cricketing hubs, the on-
going World Cup has put paid to that.
Consigned to the bench for the first four
matches, Shami got a fortuitous look-in after
Bhuvneshwar Kumar pulled a hamstring.
Once in the playing eleven, Shami picked up
from where he left off four years ago. The 29-
year-old, who took 17 wickets in 2015, is now
the fastest to reach 25 and 30 wickets at World
Cups,innine and 10 matches respectively. The
14 scalps this edition include a hat trick, only
the second time by an Indian bowler in a
World Cup, 22 years after Chetan Sharma.

Your best bet to reach Sahaspur is not to
ask for the village by its name, but Shami’s.
Lying mid-way between Amroha and
Moradabad, the village lies down an easy-to-
miss turn off NH 9, past green swathes of
sugarcane and wheat fields.

On this particular sweltering June after-
noon, India are playing West Indies at
Manchester in England. But there’s not even
the crackle of a radio to be heard.

Sahaspur loves its cricket, but a chunk of
its 5,000-strong population loves its nap
more, before going back to toil in their sugar-
cane farms or brick kilns. Those awake are air-
ing themselves with paper fans, cursing the
power outages which can go on for six hours.

But there’s another reason for this disin-
terest in the match. Itis when Shami is bowl-
ing that Sahaspur truly awakens.

Two teens are playing catch with a jagged
pebble outside a shop. The older of the two,
Moumin, takes up the offer of a tennis ball in
exchange for a guided tour. First stop, the bur-
ial grounds where a young Shami made
leather balls come alive. One can make out
the clearing in the uneven, dusty terrain,
where Shami defended targets much smaller
than the 16 runs against Afghanistan in the
last over, in the match held five days earlier.

Mention the match and Moumin, a fast
bowler in the making, bursts out, “Tell me,
why didn’t Shami bhai get Man of the Match,
despite a hat trick in the last over?”

The clearing is where Shami holds court
during trips home. “He gives us tips,” says
Moumin, 14, who trains at an academy 5 km
down the highway. “Shami’s brother Kaif also
trains there. In fact Kaif bhai took me there.”

A decade and a half ago, Shami'’s father
Tousif Ahmed would have given anything for
an academy nearby. With no place for his
three sons to train, Tousif, who ran a spare
tractor parts shop, poured cement in his field
to prepare a pitch, albeit with a short run-up.

While Tousif’s eldest son Hasib’s career
was curtailed due to kidney stones, villagers
remember Shami, the middle child, bowling
for hours at a stretch, with mounds of cow-
dung for wicket-keeper and slip cordon.

Kaif, 23, remembers bearing the brunt of
his brother’s “junoon (passion)”. “Break tabhi
milta jab ball peeche kaanton mein ya jhaadi
mein chali jaati (One got a break only if the
ball went into the thorns or bushes behind).
That pitchmade all of us,” says Kaif, a univer-
sity cricketer who also plays in Kolkata.

About Tousif, Kaif says, “He was a
medium-pacer himself, and he was always
sad about the lack of a proper pitch to test
one’s speed and bowling. So he made it him-
self.Iremember father always standing there
his arms crossed and monitoring, It was never
about just his sons. He made this for every-
body. He just wanted somebody from here to
go on and play for India.”

Tousif died two years ago from a heart at-
tack, but not before seeing Shami play all three
formats for India and finish World Cup 2015 as
the fourth-highest wicket taker. Now he rests
in the cemetery overlooking the largely-con-
cealed patch of cement in his field.

Mohammad Imran calls himself
“Sahaspur ka Nayan Mongia” and Moumin,
and his shopkeeper father Guddu, back him
up. “He wouldn'tlet a ball go past him. He was
the district’s best wicket-keeper,” says Guddu.

SHAMFS RUN-UP

The cement pitch his father laid for him, the practice sessions with a cow dung mound as wicket-
keeper, the bhujia he loved, and an academy where the dream he dreamed now sustains many. As,
battling court cases and selection setbacks, Mohd Shami emerges as India’s star bowler this
World Cup, GAURAV BHATT goes back to a small UP village in search of the shy boy who once was

At the pitch where Shami spent hours, his uncle Imran, who still likes to try his hand at wicket-keeping, was the first to spot his talent; his first coach Badruddin
Siddiqui training a fresh batch in his academy at Moradabad, which has seen a surge of bowlers in Shami’s wake. Photos by Praveen Khanna

Shami’s uncle, 36-year-old Imran kept
wickets to the budding pacer. “After a bats-
man, it’s only the wicket-keeper who realises
how good a bowler is. From the first time
Simmi bowled, it thwacked into my tattered
pair of cloth gloves,” Imran says, cupping his
palms and jolting them back to demonstrate
a sharp take.

Leading a ragtag bunch, Shami settled a
long rivalry with neighbouring Deep Pur vil-
lage. “Those matches used to be as intense
as India-Pakistan matches,” says Imran. His
eyes misting up, he adds, “We would walk
down for matches. Then we started going to
places further away by bus... He got us so
many wins.”

Wins, but no money.

“Back in those days, nobody paid any
money for these matches. But Shami always
got his reward,” says Imran. “He would al-
ways keep the ball.”

“After a practice session or a match, he
would say he is taking the ball home,” laughs
Badruddin Siddiqui, Shami’s first coach, atan
academy in Moradabad.

Once home, Shami would station his
younger brother or sister across a courtyard

and hurtle the ball at them, continuing often
way past bedtime. “Thak. Thak. Thak. His fam-
ily members would complain, ‘If we tell him
anything, he says, I have to keep my wrists
straight’,” recalls Siddiqui. “Years later, [ was
watching a match with Shami’s father and I
told him, ‘This is the magic of those wrists’.
You look at his seam position and release.
That junoon strengthened his wrists, and
bowling fast in the ground behind helped him
learn about reverse swing as well.”

Siddiqui remembers seeing Shami for the
first time, when Tousif brought him to the
academy in 2005. “He was skinny but strong,.
Ajeeb se PT shoes pehne hue the (He was wear-
ing some strange PT shoes). But all you need
to see inafast bowler are the legs and how he
runs. Straightaway I noticed the rhythm, the
speed and the way he ran. He never dropped
the level. He bowled for 30 minutes and the
last delivery was as quick as the first one.”

In 2006, Shami went for the under-19
Uttar Pradesh trials, where he was asked to
bowl three balls before being deemed inad-
equate. “I was in the train with both the fa-
ther and son when I got an offer from a club
in Kolkata,” says Siddiqui. “Shami’s father

was worried because it was just too far. But I
knew Kolkata had decent and, more impor-
tantly, experienced bowlers who would help
him grow... The rest is history.”

Sitting in his shop, Moumin’s father
Guddu smiles and holds up Shami’s kryp-
tonite: A jar of green bhujia.

“I'had a sofa in my shop, and after practice
he would collapse on it. Then he had some
of this bhujia,” says Guddu.

It's not just the namkeen. Fellow India
pacer Ishant Sharma spilled the beans on the
YouTube show Breakfast with Champions.
“Shami ko PUBG khilao, khana khilao. Biryani,
mutton, nalli nihari. Uske baad bowling karao
aur sulao (Let Shami play PUBG, then give
him food, bowling, and let him sleep).
Recovery?... Eat red meat, that is recovery.”

Kaif says all of them are fond of eating. “Har
cheez dekh ke man lalchaata hai (almost every-
thingis enticing)... But these are the sort of sac-
rifices that make you a player. Shami bhai cut
down on everything.”

Shami made both his ODI and Test debuts

in 2013, but while he earned a reputation as
a wrecker in whites, he proved costly and
was phased out of the limited-overs set-up.
After the World Cup semi-final loss to
Australiain 2015, Shami only featured in five
one-dayers until his return in January.

Last June, Shami failed the yo-yo fitness
test and was withdrawn from India’s one-off
Test against Afghanistan. It was then that he
decided to shape up. The biryani-gorging,
paunchy pacer took a back seat, and the child
who would run endlessly all hot afternoons
returned. Shami would run barefoot on the
freshly-tilled land of his farmhouse, rinse
himself at the tubewell, and repeat.

Fitness after all is the second-favourite F-
word of India captain Virat Kohli, who spends
multiple sessions pumping iron. But the cold
steel of machines has never been for Shami.

“The connect with your roots, the ground,
is something else. Shami sprinted, sweated,”
says Siddiqui.

When in town, Shami still makes it a
point to host the kids from the academy on
the makeshift field at his farmhouse. He
stands monitoring, with his arms crossed.

Like father, like son.
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WHAT MAKES HIM SPECIAL

SEAM POSITION

Shami’s bolt upright seam position
is due to his strong wrist, from
hours of hurtling balls to younger
siblings. Upright seam means one
less cue for batsman to pick.

REVERSE SWING

Long net sessions with the old ball
helped him master reverse swing.
Later, when Shami and Wasim
Akram were together at Kolkata
Knight Riders, the legendary
Pakistan pacer passed on tips.

FITNESS

After failing a yo-yo fitness test last
year, Shami cut down on his
favourite foods and shed kilos
running barefoot in the sun, thus
increasing his speed.

Thevital cog

THE INDIAN pace department has
staggering variety. But if Jasprit
Bumrah has pace and variations,
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar can swing
the ball both ways, Mohd Shami can
make the ball move at high pace.
When the ball gets old, he can ex-
tract reverse swing too. He also has a
heavy ball that takes the batsmen by
surprise with its disconcerting
bounce. Now he has added more
weapons to his repertoire like the
slower ball and cutters, and a
sharper yorker

“Last year was very tough for him. All the
controversy, and the accident... of course he
lost his form,” says Siddiqui.

Shami and Hasin Jahan had got married
in 2014, and the relationship remained
smooth despite occasional furore over her
not wearing a hijab. Then, last March, Jahan
accused Shami of extra-marital affairs and
domestic abuse. A week later, Shami suf-
fered head injuries in an accident in
Dehradun. In the 15 months since, the BCCI
momentarily excluded Shami from the con-
tracts list and Kolkata police filed a
chargesheet against him.

“No matter what the allegations, what is
being said, he hasn’t said anything back,”
points out a relative, who didn’t want to be
named. “Even now, he is trying to repair (his
relationship).It’s notin his DNA to lose cool.”

In the field as well, there are no snarls or
glares at the opposing team, no chatter with
batsmen. “Often we would urge him to get
angry. But he wouldn’t respond,” says Imran.

So Shami’s almost-apologetic ‘salute’
sendoff of Sheldon Cottrell, an imitation of
the West Indian bowler’s celebration, tick-
led Siddiqui. “Even Kohli laughed,” he
chuckles. “This shows Shami knows his
standing in the team now. That he is an im-
portant member.”

Electricity may play hide and seek, but
smartphones and cheaper data have made
inroads into Sahaspur. Imran fires up the
streaming service just in time to catch Shami
amble into the crease to Chris Gayle. Shami
finishes with four wickets against West
Indies, to follow the four-fer against
Afghanistan. In the match against England
three days later, he takes five. Moumin’s
bowler math of ‘one wicket =20 runs’ means
Shami scored 80, 80 and 100.

But quantifying Shami’s wickets, or over-
all performance, is a tough ask. You can try
and gauge with the sharp, co-relating growth
of aspiring fast bowlers in the area, such as
Moumin, Kaif or the dozens that now inhabit
Siddiqui’s academy, which is desperately
looking for batsmen.

Or you can head to YouTube and meas-
ure it through the search algorithm. Type in
‘Mohammad Shami’ and sandwiched bet-
ween Mohammad Shami and suffixes of
‘case latest news’ are two search items:
‘Mohammad Shami hat trick’ and
‘Mohammad Shami salute’.
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12 BIG PICTURE

Class of 2022

Delhi
Jorhat
Kanpur
Vijayawada
Kozhikode
T THIS time every city make this process far
year, thousands of from smooth.
young people travel But that does not stop the
from their home influx. Out of a total of 2,58,388
states to the Capital undergraduate applicants to DU

with a mission — to claim a seat
in one of Delhi University’s
undergraduate colleges.

Armed with their sky-high
school leaving percentages, they
often find that the road to these
colleges and to making Delhi
their home is not an easy one.
Glitches in the admission
process, particularly for
students from state education
boards; language and culture
gaps; accommodation woes; and
general unfamiliarity with the

MK DIYA

KOZHIKODE, KERALA,

98% marks; B.Com Programme,
Ramjas College

NCLASS9, three of my friends and

I had gone for a picnic. We were

talking about our future when one

of the girls proposed that all of us
study at Delhi University. I had never
heard of it before but the idea sounded
exciting,” recalls M K Diya. “But it was
onlyin Class 12 that I first began to look
up commerce colleges... All the colleges
in the top 10 list were from DU. That is
whenIbegan to seriously prepare to get
into the Shri Ram College of
Commerce,” she says.

Ayear later,on June 27, when the 18-
year-old got off the train from Kozhikode,
Kerala, at Delhi’s Nizamuddin Station
with her father, after a two-day long
journey in the general class coach of
Mangala Lakshadweep Express, she was
firmly holding on to that dream, along
with her Class 12 marksheet with a 98%
score. It was her first time in north India.

“I arrived in Delhi with only my
marks and Maithry,” she laughs, refer-
ring to the Malayali students’ association
in DU with which she had been in touch
before coming to the Capital.

“We have come for a big adventure,”
she says exuberantly. And that ‘adventure’
began from the time they arrived —aday
before the admissions to DU colleges be-
gan on June 28. For one, Diya’s Hindi vo-
cabulary is but a smattering of words,
while her father, Kunmuhammad Koya,
70, struggles with English too, which
made it hard for them to find their way
around. They also did not have any ac-
quaintances in the city and no place to
stay for the night.

Fortunately, Diya’s WhatsApp con-
versations with the Maithry members
helped, and two of them met the father
and daughter at the platform. They also
booked a cab for them to DU’s North
Campus where a get-together for
Malayali aspirants had been organised.

Diya says she had tried to prepare for
her Delhi trip by downloading cab book-
ingapps, “but could not learn how to use
them”. “The cab dropped us off some-
where... We tried to ask the guards out-
side the buildings about our location but
they spoke only in Hindi. The Hindi
sounded very different from films,” says
Diya, the younger of two sisters.

this year, more than half —
1,46,955 — were from outside
Delhi. Last year, over 70% of the
student body in prominent
colleges like Shri Ram College of
Commerce, Miranda House,
Hindu College, Kirori Mal
College and Ramjas College was
from states other than Delhi.

This year, the first cut-off list
for undergraduate admission to
the university was released on
June 28, and since then, the
queues haven’t dwindled.

Knowing no Hindji, Diya says, “I came to Delhi with only my marks, Maithry (a Malayali students’ group).” Gajendra Yadav

Finally, after about 20 minutes in the
June heat, she found herway to the venue.
The event also brought clarity on the
course, she says. “l wanted to get admis-
sion in B.Com Programme but [ wasn’t
sure about the college. I didn’t study
Mathsin school, so B.Com (Honours)and
Shri Ram College of Commerce were
ruled out. [ met some seniors from
Maithry who study in Ramjas College.
They had many good things to say about
the college.” She was confident that with
an aggregate of 98% (in four subjects) in
her Class 12 Kerala Board examination
most doors would be open to her.

That evening, she made a visit to the
college, which by now she was sure of
getting admission to. “I loved it. The col-
lege looks so much better than the pho-
tos they have put up on the website, The
best part is how green the campusis, and
there are birds and squirrels flitting
around,” she says.

After a long, tiring day, Maithry
members helped Diya and her father set-
tle down for the night at a hostel near
North Campus run by the Kerala Muslim
Cultural Centre.

There was also a good news in store:
DU's first cut-off list was released the
same night and Diya found that she had
comfortably qualified for the B.Com
Programme course at Ramjas College,

which had a cut-off of 97%.

However, the next day, Diya realised
that the road to her dream college was a
long and tough one. She started early,
leaving the hostel with her father at 730
amon admission day. Together they first
found a cafe and took a print-out of the
college application form. As they arrived
at Ramjas College, the room for the
B.Com Programme admissions was the
most crowded, and it took Diya over two
hours to submit the form.

This was followed by hours of wait-
ing outside the admission committee
room for document verification.
Through the process, Diya held on
fiercely to her grey plastic folder which
had all her documents. Finally, around 4
pm, she emerged from the admission
committee room beaming.

While Diya's father Kunmuhammad
Koya was by his daughter’s side through
the process, he had not always been con-
vinced of sending Diya “so far”, he says.

“During my Class 12, I would men-
tion going to DU sometimes but my par-
ents never took me seriously. After my
results were declared on May 8, I quali-
fied for Devagiri College near our home.
Nobody my parents knew had studied
in Delhi and they considered Devagiri
College to be much better,” says Diya.

Negative feedback about the Capital's

“different and unpleasant culture” from
relatives, who had lived in the city ear-
lier, added to the family's apprehensions.

Thatis when WhatsApp came to her
rescue. “A senior from my school who is
in Hindu College added me to a Maithry
‘WhatsApp group. ThereIlearnt of an ori-
entation session in Kozhikode. I forced
my father to come. By the end of it, he was
more convinced than me,” she smiles.

AsDiya completed her paperwork at
the college on the admission day, a
stream of paying guest facility brokers
approached her father. “One month, how
much?” he asked, in broken English, to
which most replied, “Starting Rs 12,000.”

He smiled, accepted their cards, but
then went on to mumble about their un-
affordability. An air-conditioner me-
chanic, Koya is currently out of work.

For now, Diya has taken a hostel ap-
plication form, but says she would feel
more “secure” sharing a PG room with
her close friend who has taken admis-
sion in Hindu College. She is hoping
Maithry will help her with that too.

For now the 18-year-old wants to
make the most of her time in the Capital
and plans to visit the Red Fort before go-
ing home. “Let’s take a selfie in front of
my college. Oh wow, I can now say it's
my college!” she tells her father and
takes off.

MANISHA

KANPUR, UP

87% marks; BA (Honours) Hindi,
Miranda House

IGHTEEN-YEAR old Manisha

(who goes by only her first

name) never considered study-

inginauniversity closer to her
village near Kanpur. It was always going
to be Delhi University.

OnJune 29, when she completed the
admission procedure for BA (Honours)
Hindi at the university’s prestigious
Miranda House, she became the first
woman from her village Natthapur to
enroll in a university in a major city.

“Ever since I learnt of Delhi University
years ago, [ knew I had to study here. But
eveniflhad not made the cut-offs for the
colleges, I would have enrolled for a
diploma in some other institution here.
The facilities I require are here in Delhi
and I have always found people who can
help me. I think it would be impossible
for me to make my way around a univer-
sity in Uttar Pradesh,” she says.

Diagnosed with 100% visual impair-
mentatbirth, Manisha has spent the last
12 years of her life in Delhi, away from
her family, because of this limitation
back home.

Her father Ram Chander recalls that
when she was either five or six, a “sajjan
(good person)” told him to fill up some
papers to send her to a charitable school
for the blind in Delhi. The suggestion
came at a time when Chander, a daily
wage labourer, and his wife were run-
ning out of options. The only school for
girlsin the village, whichis up to Class 8,
had told them they were not equipped
to handle a visually impaired student.

Hence Manisha enrolled at Rashtriya
Virjanand and Kanya Senior Secondary
School in Vikaspuri, West Delhi. Since
completing school, she has been living
atahostel in Chhattarpur in South West
Delhi and doing a three-month com-
puter course with an NGO.

The past few days have meant navi-
gating a Delhi Manisha had not encoun-
tered before. Located on DU’s North
Campus, Miranda House is 18 km from
Vikaspuri and on the other end of the city
from Chhattarpur.

“Ihardly explored the city whenIwas
in school. We shuttled between the hos-
tel and school building and that was all.
For the last five days, | have been waking

Manisha (left) with her friend, who
is also visually impaired. She says
she wants to show that “people like
me can do anything”. Abhinav Saha

up, rushing to some part of the city for
work, spending the day running around,
travelling back to my hostel in
Chhattarpur in the evening, and collaps-
ing on my bed. Perhaps I will get used to
it, but right now it is a little frightening.”

Getting admitted to Miranda House
with 87% in her school leaving exam
was perhaps the simplest step in her
voyage to DU. She was admitted to the
college under the Persons with
Disabilities (PwD) reservation, for
which there was a cut-off of 81% in
Hindi (Honours) at the college. Now
Manishais trying to find a place to stay.
On July 5, she returned to the college
to fill up a hostel application form, but

Beyond high cutoffs and admission confusion, a place in Delhi University is a foot in the Capital’s door for
many. Like the visually impaired from UP who never considered going anywhere else, the girl from Kerala

innorth India for the first time, and the Andhra, Assam teens almost thwarted by grade, subjects row.
SUKRITA BARUAH & ASHNA BHUTANI on the many roads that lead to one of India’s biggest universities

she is not very confident about it. “Only
those with the highest marks get hos-
tel accommodation. I can’t rely on just
this one option, it wouldn’t be pru-
dent,” she says.

Manisha managed the college ad-
mission all by herself, but her father, 62,
is here to help with the hostel. He came
by the 6:30 am train and will leave in the
night itself. “The hostel that [ am going
to apply for requires me to be accompa-
nied by a parent, otherwise | would have
done this myself too. I'm feeling so bad
that my father had to come in this heat,”
she says.

They are headed for a hostel for col-
lege-going visually impaired girls in
Rohini, which is 18 km from Miranda
House. They take a battery rickshaw
from the college to the Vishwavidyalaya
Metro Station, then a 50-minute bus ride
to Madhuban Chowk in North West
Delhi. The monotony of the journey is
broken when Manisha finds on the bus

two friends from her school, Sinki and
Suman, who tell her they have got ad-
mission in DU’s IP College for Women.

Accompanied by their fathers and
other relatives, they too are headed for
the same hostel. Getting off the bus, they
all hire a shared van fora 15-minute ride,
followed by a five-minute walk. During
the bumpy van ride, Manisha whispers
to Sinki, “Hum yeh roz kaise karenge (How
will we do this every day)?”

Butsoon she cheers up. “It's true that
right now it seems impossible to do this
every day but if we don't get college hos-
tel seats, we will have to do it. We will
manage. We will also apply to Rajiv
Gandhi Hostel, whichis not that far from
our colleges,” Manisha says later.

Askedif it would be easier for them to
travel by Metro, they let out a collective
sigh. “Of course, it would. All the facili-
ties we need are there in the Metro, but
it's very expensive. We have passes for
free travel in buses,” says Sinki.

In Manisha’s family, no one doubts
she can overcome this obstacle too.
Neither of her parents went to school,
while two of her elder sisters didn’t
study beyond Class 5, the third dropped
out after Class 12, while the fourth is
finishing graduation in Kanpur. “Fifty
years ago, in the villages, who even
thought so much about education?” ad-
mits Chander.

Manisha does not speak much about
her village, a place that for the past 12
years she has visited only twice a year
for brief trips.

“[ feel really happy I'm the first girl
from my village who will study in a col-
lege in Delhi. Meri tareef bhi bahut hoti
hai (Everyone is also full of praise for
me),” she giggles.

The way ahead is also sparkling clear
to her, not clouded by any doubt. “Iwant
tobe a schoolteacher and teach girls like
me. [ want to make people aware that
people like us can do anything.”
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SATABDEE SAIKIA

JORHAT,ASSAM
95.8% marks; BA (Hons) English, Miranda House

ATABDEE SAIKIA landed in
Delhi on June 27, a day before
Delhi University released the
first cut-off list for its courses. A
resident of Jorhat town in Assam, the 18-
year-old had her sights set on Miranda
House college in North Campus, and
with 93.8% marks and rank six in the
Assam State Board Class 12 examination,
she was confident of making the cut.

However, when she arrived at the
college with her marksheets, she was
told that two of the six subjects she had
in school were not recognised by DU —
Alternative English and Education.

“The cut-off for English for Scheduled
Tribes was 92.5%. The aggregate for my
best four subjects was 93.8%, which also
included Alternative English. I was told
that if [ were to include Alternative
English or Education in my best of four
subjects, 10 marks would be cut from ei-
ther of the two,” says the younger of two
siblings, who put up at the home of a
family friend in Faridabad during the
course of the admissions.

For the next few days she made mul-
tiple visits to Miranda House. “Elective
English is recognised by DU. After going
through the syllabus I realised that it was
the same for Elective English and
Alternative English,” she says.

About what kept her going, Satabdee
talks about her mother’s struggles.
“From a small town, she fought against
all odds to study in Gauhati University.
This was at a time when women would
not even step out to study,” she says.

Satabdee also reached out to the
Assam Students Association, Delhi
(ASAD), for help. Says Ranjan Bora from
ASAD, “Two days after the first list was
released, she and her family came to us.
They had almost given up.”

With things not working out at
Miranda, Satabdee decided to take ad-
mission in Indraprastha College for
Women, her second choice. However,
soon there was good news.

“I spoke to the principal of Miranda
House and told her about my case. Aday

later, DU released a circular stating that
Alternative English was equivalent to
Elective English. This meant that I had
made it!” she beams.

There was more in store. “When ap-
plying for a language course, DU
awards two extra percentage points to
those who have an additional subject
in that language. Since I was applying
for English (Hons), and I had both
English and Alternative English in Class
12, my aggregate shot up t0 95.8%,” she
smiles, adding, “This was my first trip
to Delhi. The experience has only made
me stronger.”

The news also came as a big relief for
Satabdee’s family, who had been accom-
panying her daily to her college visits.
“We will miss her but we are proud,”
says Satabdee’s father, who has a tea gar-
denbackin Jorhat. Her mother, whois a
principal at a government school in
Jorhat, says they will celebrate once they
are back in town with Satabdee’s older
brother, who could not come with them
to Delhi. “My brother recently started his
own Indo-Chinese food chain... He al-
ways motivated me,” says Satabdee.

Mostly soft-spoken, Satabdee lights
up while talking about her culture. “Our
tribe, the Kachari tribe, is known for its
rice beer. The three Bihus — Bohaag,
Maagh and Kaati — are celebrated with
lot of revelry...But now thatI have got ad-
mission at DU, Idon’t think I will be able
to visit home at the time. There are no
holidays then,” she says.

With the help of ASAD, the 18-year-
old has also found accommodation at a
paying guest accommodation for stu-
dents from the Northeast, but hopes to
getinto the Miranda House Girls’ Hostel
eventually. “It will be more reasonable
and convenient,” she says.

As she waits for another list, Satabdee
says lessons from Nelson Mandela’s bi-
ography, her favourite book, keep her go-
ing through the tough times. “Good
things take time. The four-day-long wait
for admission was agonising but it all
turned out well in the end.”

AtMajnu ka Tilla market near DU. Tanishka has had an interesting ride so far, including a letter to V-P Naidu. Abhinav Saha

G SAI TANISHKA

VIJAYAWADA, ANDHRA PRADESH
10 CGPA, converted to 96.04%; Kirori Mal College, BSc (Honours) Mathematics

SAI Tanishka spent three
months convincing her par-
ents to agree to send her to
Delhi University. “All my
cousins are studying engineering. My
family wanted me to do engineering too,
butIwanted to pursue pure sciences. My
parents were also against the idea of me
studying so far from home,” she says.

Once her father, a journalist at Telugu
daily Sakshi, and mother agreed,
Tanishka thought she was almost there.
She had scored a CGPA (Cumulative
Grade Point Average) of 10in the Andhra
Pradesh school board exams, which she
thought would convert to 100%, guaran-
teeing her a seat in DU’s Lady Shri Ram
College, which topped her list.

An hour to go for the release of DU’s
first cut-off list, Tanishka landed in Delhi
with her parents from Vijayawada.

Tanishka had completed her first
level of application for BSc (Honours)
Mathematics at LSR when officials ob-
jected that CGPA was not recognised by
DU. Some of her friends with similar

marks found themselves in the same
predicament. “We had fought so hard to
get here but it seemed to keep getting
tougher. Praveen Prakash, Andhra’s
Resident Commissioner in Delhi,and the
Andhra Students’ Organisation AIKY-
ATHA were really helpful,” Tanishka says.
On June 29, the Andhra board re-
leased marks ofits students against their
CGPAs so that they could apply to DU.
But more setbacks awaited Tanishka.
After the conversion to marks, her score
came down to 96.04%. While Tanishka
was disheartened, it still left LSR doors
open for her as the college’s first cut-off
for her course in the EWS category she
had applied under stood at 96%. But
then, before she could secure admission,
her grandfather had a heart attack and
died, and the family had to rush home.
Tanishka returned to Delhi on July 4,
too late to get admission under the first
listand, as per the rules, ineligible for ad-
mission in the second. She decided to
write to Vice-President M Venkaiah
Naidu, who belongs to Andhra and who
had raised the problems being faced by

the state’s students with HRD Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal.

For now, Tanishka has taken admis-
sion in BA Mathematics (Honours) at
Kirori Mal College, while keeping an eye
out for Miranda House. “l am happy with
Kirori Mal as it has a good Mathematics
faculty,” she says, ready to search for a
paying guest accommodation that
serves South Indian food and is located
close to a coaching institute where she
can prepare for higher studies.

Asserting that it had to be DU and
nothing else for her, Tanishka says, her
eyes shining, “I gave up on all my other
dreams for DU. [ was admitted to St
Xaviers Mumbai and Kolkata, Christ and
BASE in Bangalore. I also had high scores
in JEE Mains... Everyone is happy athome
now that I have got the course [ wanted.
I do not want to study engineering, take
up ajob and get married. | want to pur-
sue academics, either in India or abroad.”

As she scrolls down her phone wait-
ing for momos at a Tibetan restaurant in
MajnuKkaTilla, metres from DU, Tanishka’s
eyes twinkle a bit more reading an email
she has justreceived. Her father has writ-
ten to her saying the Vice-President had
forwarded her message to the Dean of DU,
who had agreed to meet her.

Later, the Dean would express regret,
but it was enough for Tanishka.
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ADIL AKHZER

T'S a good day at Garkote-B pan-

chayat in Uri, Kashmir, on the Line of

Control, with the Army and residents

on the same page. As Mohammad

Igbal, an Assistant Director, comes
visiting as part of the J&K administration’s
massive ‘Back to the Village’ outreach pro-
gramme, Major Nikhil assures a panch,
Mohammad Rafiq Balot, that he empathises
with their situation.

“Youdon’t have roads here, we too don’t
have one up to our post. You don’t have
proper water supply, we too have the prob-
lem. Whatever problems you have, we will
extend support,” says the officer.

But Garkote, a village of around 10,000
people, mostly farmers, has a much longer
list for Igbal, one of the few government of-
ficers to have ever come their way, around
5,000 ft above sea level, few kilometres from
the border and 100 km from the state capi-
tal. He is among 4,500 officers who have
panned out across villages under the state
government programme that began on June
20, and involves officers at all levels, from
principal secretaries to entry-level gazetted
officials, spending a night and two days at
J&K panchayats, listening to people.

The Assistant Director, who is originally
from Uri town, reaches around 9.30 am,
driving down with 15 other officials. The
group of villagers greet him with abouquet
of flowers, but the grievances soon pour out.

As one of them raises the issue of lack of
roads even before they have made their way
to the meeting venue — the grounds of a
high school — the officer assures that he will
be around for two days and would speak
with them in detail.

At 10 am, the official interaction begins.
Igbal introduces himself, explains why he is
here, and informs that he has with represen-
tatives from nine departments, such as
Health, Social Welfare, Rural Development,

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF

MOHAMMAD IQBAL CHOWDHARY, 37; ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, PUBLIC HEALTH
ENGINEERING, IRRIGATION AND FLOOD CONTROL DEPARTMENT, J&K

Officer and a village

From roads, power and dilapidated school, to entrance exam coaching and
all-India tours for their children, Garkote in Uri pours its heart out as “first
ever officer” visits the village located a few kilometres from border

and Education, including six women officials.

Balot, whose wife is the sarpanch, speaks
next. As he talks about the neglect of their
village, a man stands up to complain that
while a former MP belongs to Uri, “he hardly
comes here”.

Representatives of each department take
questions. The health officer comes in for
grilling over the ill-equipped primary health
centre. “It doesn’t have even a paracetamol
tablet. There are no medicines and no staff.
There are no roads to the hospital,” Liyagat
Ali says. “We have a post of gynaecologist,
but no doctor has been appointed.”

Around 12.25 pm, Major Nikhil, who be-
longs to the local Army unit, arrives. Balot
tells Igbal they invited the Army as some of
the activities they want done need Army
nod, givenits huge presence in the area and
Uri’s tactical importance.

One of the main demands by the vil-
lagers is that the Army take their children
for an India tour as part of its Sadbhavana
programme and select students to coach
for competitive exams. The officer prom-
ises to follow up.

As Igbal listens, one of the officials re-
minds him that they have to send pictures to
the Deputy Commissioner, Baramulla, on
their interaction. The Assistant Director tells

Up against a wall

As two wall collapses kill 21 workers in Pune this
monsoon season, 50 municipal officers fan out
across the city to inspect their housing conditions

AJAY JADHAV

ON AN OVERCAST Thursday, amid slight
drizzle, Dhananjay Khole arrives at Samarth
Florencia, an under-construction residential
projectin Pune’s Vadgaon Budhruk area. The
compound is surrounded by 20-ft-high tin
sheets and Khole, ajunior engineer with the
Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC), has to
push past one of them to enter the premises.

Promptly, he makes his way towards the
developer’s office, a brick-and-tin structure
set up in an empty section of the compound
where the foundation work for the proposed
building is slated to begin. As per norms, a
display board outside the site office lists the
details of the project.

As the 31-year-old engineer begins to jot
down the information, a few staff members
of the construction company arrive, de-
manding to know the purpose of Khole’s
visit. Unperturbed, he pulls out his identity
card and then proceeds to make enquiries
about the number of labourers staying on the
site, details of their housing and the quality

of their homes.

“I am from the PMC. We are carrying out
asurvey of labourer camps,” he tells the men.

Khole is part of a team of 50 PMC officials
who have been assessing the housing facili-
ties for construction workers after 21 labour-
ers were crushed to death when the walls
their huts were built along collapsed follow-
ing incessant rainfall.

In the early hours of June 29, the com-
pound wall of a residential complex in
Kondhwa had collapsed on the makeshift
huts of the workers, killing 15. Forty-eight
hours later, around midnight, the compound
wall of an educational institution had fallen
on the huts of labourers in Ambegaon
Budhruk, killing six on the spot.

The incidents led to questions about the
poor housing conditions for construction
workers and violation of building laws in
Pune, prompting the PMC to initiate a sur-
vey of under-construction projects in the city.

Says Additional Municipal Commissioner
Vipin Sharma: “The survey is focused on the
ongoing construction in the city. The PMC
has given permission for construction works,

(From top) The officials led by Igbal (in
a turban) make their way to a health
sub-centre; interacting with residents
about their problems. Shuaib Masoodi

him to convey that they don’t have Internet
access. “We will send as soon we can.”

The visiting officers are required to send
pictures of their visits, between 10amand 7
pm on the first day, and 6 am and 7 pm on
the second.

A spell of rain halts the programme
briefly, with the gathering taking shelter in
the compound of the school. When they re-

Khole relies on visible signs of damage while inspecting housing facilities for workers in first such exercise in Pune. Pavan Khengre

sume, a college student, Imran Ashraf, seeks
Balot’s permission to speak. While he begins
in English, he quickly shifts to Urdu, saying
otherwise no one would understand him.

Says Ashraf, “Let me speak about some
real issues here. We are saying we need in-
frastructure... this high school building came
up a decade ago, it has become ruins. The
other mainissue is that while everyone here
has an Android phone costing no less then
Rs 10,000, the village has no connectivity...
Don’'t we deserve using mobiles in the 21st
century? We have to travel long distances
to make a single phone call.”

Among those who lists his issues is the
head of the high school, Abdul Karim, who
agrees with Imran on the school building.
“There are six rooms for more than 250 stu-
dents. There is noroad leading to the school,
it has no playground and is without a
boundary,” says Karim.

Diligently taking notes in a small diary,
Igbal agrees that the lack of a playground,
electricity are all genuine issues. He adds,
“This place has a lot of potential for tourism
and horticulture. [ will put all these sugges-
tions in my report.”

Around 2.30 pm, the gathering breaks
for lunch, a meal of rice, vegetables and
chicken, arranged in the school lawn for

Igbal by the villagers. They reassemble
around 3.15 pm, when Igbal begins his tour
of the village, a mandatory part of the pro-
gramme, accompanied by Balot and a few
others. As Igbal asks them to show him the
“farthest place”, some villagers bring a tur-
ban for him. “This is part of our tradition,”
says a villager. Igbal happily wears it.

The last house of Garkote isup an hour’s
climb. Other than a main road, the 37-year-
old officer finds no link or internal roads, but
hopes the situation will get better once he
has submitted his report.

As officials walk along, a small girl
emerges from a house to garland Igbal. Her
father, a ward member, says it is his way of
showing appreciation for the first ever offi-
cial to visit them. “We are hopeful some-
thing will change now,” says Ghulam
Mohammad.

Around 4.15 pm, the team reaches a
health sub-centre, located on another hill-
top.Igbal checks whether the medicines are
within the expiry date, and talks to the
health official deputed at the centre. “If a se-
rious patient who can’t walk has to reach
this health facility, it is not possible without
aroad,” says Liyaqat Ali.

Around 6 pm, Igbal begins a second
round of talks with villagers, this time in-
side alocal house. Issues of electricity, roads,
health and education keep cropping up.

At 8 pm, ready to call it a day, Igbal clicks
photos of the meeting on his phone. Since
there is still no network, he asks about the
closest place he can find one. The officials
head out more than 1.5 km before Igbal’s
phone finally shows Internet connectivity.
He immediately sends the pictures to the
Deputy Commissioner, Baramulla, but his
efforts to call both the officer and his family
in Uri are unsuccessful.

Giving up after four attempts, Igbal
heads back to Garkote, where he is to spend
the night in Balot’s house. The next day he
will meet women of the village and its
gram sabha.

so is aware of the locations. The labourer
camps at each of these site are being checked
to ensure they are safe.”

Since June 30, a day after the wall collapse
in Kondhwa, Khole and his team have visited
441 construction sites — five to eight sites
each day — and have marked at least 45 un-
safe, issuing directions to the builders to shift
the labourers to safer shelters.

At the Samarth Florencia site, Khole, who

has been working with the PMC for the last
five years, makes his way to the labourers’
camp, inspecting 17 huts and the condition
of the walls around them. Dressed in a pair of
blue jeans and a jacket, with a bag on his back
and a noteback to take down details of the
sites, Khole takes about half-an-hour to carry
out his inspection, relying mostly on visible
signs of damage to examine the walls.

“The condition of these huts is fine but

what about the two huts built alongside that
wall?” he asks the site engineer, who tells
him that those are used as godowns and are
not meant for housing workers. He then pro-
ceeds to the other side of the wall to check
its condition.

Satisfied, half-an-hour later, he moves to
the next project.

In the past hour, Khole has also been re-
ceiving frequent calls on his phone — some
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TAKEDS

FACES ON THE FRINGES
OF NEwWS

OMKAR SINGH YADAYV,
HEAD CONSTABLE,
DI1AL 100 DEPARTMENT

‘The siren should be installed in all
patrol vehicles, it's working.’ Express

“The siren
works like
ajooba... People
feel police are
with them at
night too’

The Lucknow police’s Dial-100
response vehicles have been
given a new siren, where a pre-
recorded voice repeats ‘Jaagte
Raho’ in an imitation of a
chowkidar’s alert calls at night.
The siren has been installed in
six vehicles in Hazratganj area

Has this new siren helped?

Absolutely. We got it on June 24,
and this has brought about a
change and worked like an ajooba
(miracle). The public feels the
Lucknow police is with them,
especially the poor, women and
elderly... They feel police are
guarding them at night too.

What effect do you think the
siren has on criminals?
It makes them apprehensive of
committing a crime. This espe-
cially helps curb petty crimes like
thefts, maar peet (assault).

Do you think it should be

installed in all patrol vehicles?
That is a decision to be taken by
higher officials but, if you ask me, I
feel it should be expanded be-
cause it is working.

Should other changes be
introduced in the patrol
vehicles?
[ can’t say anything about that.
Whatever the government does
will be good for us.

How many people are there in

each patrol car and is it difficult
to work at night?
We have three police officials per
patrol vehicle. We work 12 hours
per day and night shifts are not
easy. We have to be alert at all
times and there are no breaks. But
the job of a policeman is not sup-
posed to be too easy. [ knew that
when I took up this joband I do
my best.

ASAD REHMAN

from office, and many from residents inform-
ing the officer about “dangerous walls” in
their neighbourhoods.

As a PMC official, Khole oversees all the
construction-related work in the regions as-
signed to him. This is the first time, he ad-
mits, that the municipal body is conducting
an exercise to inspect the housing facilities
for construction workers.

“The area under my jurisdiction is quite
large. 1 am trying not to miss out on any proj-
ect,” says the officer, now making his way to
the construction site next door. At the site, he
only finds two labourers, who claim to not
know anything about labourers’ camps. Khole
then speaks to the security guard, who has no
information either.

“Thisis a problem at many sites,” he com-
plains. “There is no one to give information.”

With no one to help him, Khole does
what he has been doing in such situations
previously — he checks the compound walls
from both sides, looking out for any cracks
and whether the wall is tilting — and leaves.

Around 12.10 pm, the junior engineer, ar-
rives at the third construction site for the day.
Here, he finds the compound wall in “dan-
gerous condition”, with many visible cracks.
He summons the contractor of the site who
informs him that the project is being devel-
oped by the PMCitself.

Surprised, Khole calls up an officer of the
department concerned and informs him
about the wall. “I will have to inform themin
writing as well. I will do that in the evening
whenI get back to work,” he says. He has two
more site visits to go.



THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, JULY 7,2019

]5 NoEo » » O So NORTH EAST WEST SOUTH

Santoshi during the Rath Yatra in Ahmedabad on July 4. Javed Raja

Brown girl

in the ring

The elephants from Assam didn’t join her. But
like she has done for 30 yrs, Santoshi did her
Rath Yatra duty, as ‘docile’ as required

VAIBHAV JHA

AS SHE has done for the past 30 years,
Santoshi stepped out on July 4, ca-
parisoned and painted, to participate in
the Lord Jagannath Rath Yatra proces-
sionin Ahmedabad. At 60, she is the old-
est among the 17 elephants part of the
temple trust, with one more added
from a local mahant in the procession
this year.

At the last minute, Assam put off
sending four elephants more to join their
group — if not walked with them — fol-
lowing a controversy over the tortuous
long journey on wheels that would have
entailed for the pachyderms.

Santoshi has cataract in her right eye
and is kept chained at all times in asmall
compound opposite the Lord Jagannath
Temple near Jamalpur Darwazain Ahm-
edabad, with each animal only having a
3-4 ftradius space to move about.

Before Yatra day, Santoshi and the
other elephants were examined by ex-
perts from the Health Department and
nearby Kankaria Zoo, as their mahauts
fed them jowar to keep them distracted
and an official stood by with a tranquil-
izer, just in case.

Santoshi’s mahaut Tulsi Ram, a nati-
ve of Ratlam in Madhya Pradesh, says
feeding holds crucial clues. “When
Santoshi is not well, she stops eating.
That is our red flag... Fortunately, all
these years, she has been very docile.”

Being docileis animportant require-
ment of these elephants, with the annual
Yatra procession requiring them to walk
18 km, amid a sea of devotees, vehicles,
tableaux and ‘bhajan mandalis’. This year,
over a million devotees were part of the
festivities, watched over by 20,000 secu-
rity personnel and teams from the zoo
and Health Department, armed with a
tranquilizer gun.

For three days leading up to the Yatra,
all the elephants were stationed outside
the temple for devotees to make their
offerings. Onregular days, one to twodo
SO on rotation.

If they are confident of one elephant
not posing any trouble, despite the gru-
elling schedule around the Yatra, it is
Santoshi, says Ram Swaroop Das, the
caretaker of the elephants at the tem-
ple. “Santoshi was brought to the tem-
ple by our maharaj (head priest Dilip
Dasji Maharaj) three decades ago and
she has been part of every procession
since. Just like humans, elephants are
intelligent beings and they have got
used to the religious ceremonies now.”

Tulsi Ram, who has been with Santo-

shi for four years, is among the 20-odd
mahauts looking after the temple ele-
phants. They have no fixed salary. While
food and lodging are provided, whatever
they collect from devotees is their in-
come. It is usually Rs 100-200 a day, and
hence Yatra time is crucial.

A major part of a mahaut’s work in-
volves feeding. An elephant eats over 150
kg of food daily. “Santoshi eats mostly
jowar every day, along with fruits etc.
However, her favourite are sugarcane and
Jjaggery, fed by devotees,” Tulsi Ram says.

Alot of that diet comes in the form
of alms, and hence, every day, 8-11 am,
all the year around, the elephants are
led across the city by their mahauts and
amahant each to fetch ‘dakshina’.

A few “smart tricks” go a long away.
Rahul Singh, 20, originally from Jodhpur
inRajasthan, demonstrates an interaction
between devotees and his elephant, Lak-
shmi(40). Amiddle-aged woman, witha
baby girl inarms, approaches Lakshmi af-
ter Rahul has given the go-ahead. As Lak-
shmi lowers her trunk, the child puts a
Rs 10noteand aRe 1 coininit. The elepha-
nt swirls her trunk and puts the money
in the front pocket of Rahul’s jacket. The
child squeaks with amusement.

Smiling, Rahul says Lakshmi is the
temple’s “star elephant”. Her face smea-
red with vermilion powder and a small
bindi on her forehead, she is stationed
opposite the temple’s main gate, and is
a darling of the onlookers. “Devotees
click selfies with her, a few feed her
every day. The best part is that she
recognises devotees, especially chil-
dren,” says Rahul.

Explaining just how much profit
elephants can bring them, Mahendra
Naik, a fruitseller in Jamalpur, says,
“Rest of the year, I station my cart at the
Jamalpur vegetable market. However,
from July 1 to July 4, I sell fruits to only
devotees and every day, 1 do a business
of Rs 1,000. Today, I sold 40 crates of ba-
nanas (each crate has around five
dozen bananas).”

The caretakers believe the elephants
at the temple share a unique bond. One
of them, Jayshree, 35, was brought 25
years ago from Assam. MahendraJha, a
trustee of Lord Jagannath temple, says
they had requested for four elephants
from Assam since three of their tuskers
had died due to old age last year.

About what can be most stressful
for the elephants, Rahul Singh saysitis
often the behaviour of humans.
“Lakshmi can identify a drunkard if he
approaches her... She starts growing
impatient. But, unless provoked, ani-
mals never harm.”

Build, renovate,
demolish, re-build

In Andhra-Telangana saga, now Telangana set to
raze Secretariat, build new Assembly, for Rs 500 cr

To be demolished

10blocks, spread over 2.5 acres, which com-
prise the Telangana Secretariat, to be re-
placed by “vaastu-compliant” buildings. Of
these blocks, the G Block was constructed in
the 1880s. The sixth Nizam ran his govern-
ment from here and it housed the Nizam’s
Prime Minister’s Office till Independence.
The remaining nine blocks were built by var-
ious CMs — N T Rama Rao built the C block,
N Chandrababu Naidu the D block.

The reason

K Chandrashekar Rao who took over as the
first CM of the new state of Telangana felt
that the Secretariat buildings including the
C block which has the CM’s chambers had
“negative vibes” and brought bad luck to
whoever occupied the post. (NTR had lost

power in a coup staged by his son-in-law
N Chandrababu Naidu; Y S Rajashekara
Reddy died within three months of com-
ing back to power; his successor KRosaiah
resigned in a huff citing constant heckling
by YSR supporters; while the term of
N Kiran Kumar Reddy ended in the bifur-
cation of Andhra Pradesh.)

With KCR wary of functioning out of the
Secretariat, land had been acquired and ex-
tensive renovations made to the CM'’s of-
fice-cum-residence at Begumpet. KCR has
not visited the Secretariat now in four-and-
a-half years.

Officially, the reason also is that fire safety,
improper access, and congestion are a prob-
lem at the Secretariat.

The division, and after

Deol’s ‘double’
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Gurpreet Singh Palheri, the simple boy from a small Punjab village who wrote his way to
Bollywood, is used to life not sticking to script. But no turn has been as bewildering for his village
and family as the fuss over Gurdaspur MP Sunny Deol appointing him as his ‘representative’

Palheri’s son showing a photo of Deol at their home, as his parents, wife and nephew look on; (below) Palheri, in khaki turban, with Deol during the campaign. Jaipal Singh

MANRAJGREWAL SHARMA

T'S A small village walking the thin

line between marauding urbanisa-

tion and rural idyll. Fields full of

young rice shoots sit alongside land

demarcated by colourful flags, a sign
of impending construction. The state of
Palheri village close to Chandigarh is quite
akin to that of its son Gurpreet Singh Palheri,
the line producer-turned-screenwriter who
was pulled into the world of politics, or
“siyaasat” as the villagers term it, the day film
star and Gurdaspur BJP MP Sunny Deol offi-
cially anointed him as his “representative”
in the constituency.

All parliamentarians usually have people
looking after their constituencies. Deol, a
first-time MP, decided to put it down on pa-
per, triggering widespread condemnation by
the Congress, which termed it “a betrayal of
the voters”.

For the villagers, Palheri, 38, is the quin-
tessential gentleman unspoilt by his associ-
ation with the world of cinema. Palheri’s
childhood friend Sandeep Singh, whoruns a
grocery store near his house, says, “He is very
honest and simple.”

Talking about his film career, Swaran
Singh, a middle-aged government official,
beams, “I know him since he was a child.
We were pleasantly surprised when one
day this youngster landed here with Shah
Rukh Khan, Preity Zinta and the crew of
Veer-Zaara. They shot the song Aisa desh hai
mera in a village fair here; most of us are
there in the film.”

That was in 2004. It signalled the start of
Palheri’s career in cinema, which saw him
go from being a line producer for films such
as Sohail Khan’s Kisaan, Sunny Deol’s Jat
Yamla Pagla Diwana and Ajay Devgn’s Son of
Sardar to a scriptwriter for Diljeet Dosanjh’s
Sajjan Singh Rangroot, a Punjabi film on
World War Iin 2018.

Located across the village gurdwara,
Palheri’s house is as unassuming as him, one
of the few remaining low-ceilinged old struc-
tures among its mushrooming glass-and-

| know Gurpreet since he was a child. We were pleasantly surprised when
one day this youngster landed here with Shah Rukh Khan, Preity Zinta and
the crew of Veer-Zaara. They shot the song Aisa desh hai mera setina
village fair here; most of us are there in the film”

SWARAN SINGH
A GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL

wood counterparts (a new house is now un-
der construction). His light-eyed wife
Parminder Kaur is washing boiled rice at a
handpump in the courtyard, accessed
through anold gate. Palheri’s small bedroom
has a mirror with a crocheted cover, a boxy
TV from the '80s and a noisy desert cooler.

In this room that seems frozen in time, a
photo of Palheri with famous singer Gurdas
Mann, next to a big portrait of a Sikh saint, is
the only sign of his ‘filmi’ status.

Parminder refuses to say anything about
her husband. “fi, only he can tell you about
his work,” she demurs. Earlier, on the phone
from Gurdaspur, Palheri had said a polite no

The Telangana Secretariat, to be replaced by ‘vaastu-compliant’ buildings. G Block,
constructed in 1880s, is in the front and will be among the 10 blocks razed. Express

When Andhra and Telangana divided assets
after the state was split, Andhra was allotted
blocks H, K and L while Telangana retained
A, B, C, D blocks of the Secretariat. Although

the Andhra Secretariat has shifted to
Amaravati, then CM Naidu was averse to
handing over the buildings which the state
could retain till 2024 as per the agreement.

to a detailed interview. “You know, the din
that followed the announcement (by Deol)...
Can we please talk next week?”

Mother Daljeet Kaur is more forthcom-
ing. “Gurpreet was doing his graduation and
had joined a bhangra troupe at Sarangpur vil-
lage nearby when Darshan Aulakh, a Punjabi
line producer and actor, noticed him and
asked whether he could arrange for a site in
thevillage,” she recounts. Over the years, the
boy who was fondly called Giani — because
he became a baptised Sikh at the age of four
and was “wise beyond his years” — trans-
formed into Gurpreet Singh Palheri, the
writer. Friends say it was film star Dosanjh

However, while the H and L blocks were ren-
ovated and refurnished by the Naidu govern-
ment in 2015-16, it never used them. KCR’s
requests to the Defence Ministry to hand
over the Bison Polo ground for a new
Secretariat were denied. After Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy, a friend of KCR, became the
CM recently, KCR convinced him to hand
over the blocks retained by Andhra.

The controversy

Why did Naidu as well as KCR spend money
sprucing up the Secretariat blocks if the
building was going to be demolished, is a
question many are asking. Calling the new
Secretariat a waste of public money, the
Congress has called it indulgence of KCR’s
“wishes and whims”. “We are reminded of
13th-century ruler Tughlag who razed build-
ings and constructed new ones. There is
nothing wrong with the existing Secretariat
buildings. They can be used for several
decades,” Leader of Opposition M Bhatti
Vikramarka said.

Plus, along with the existing Secretariat
blocks, Errum Mangzil, a palace built in 1870
on a hillock near Khiratabad, is also going to
be razed. The KCR government wants to build
a“spacious” and “modern” Assembly build-
ing in its place. Opposing the move,
Anuradha Reddy of INTACH said, “All over

who asked him to add the suffix ‘Palheri’
when he took to writing,

The writer in him is perhaps reflected in
the names of his three children, two daugh-
ters Kulshaan (meaning family’s pride) and
Mukhnaam (prayerful)in classes4 and 3,and
son Vyapak (omnipresent), who s all of four.

It was the Deols who took him to
Mumbai. “They treated him like family, he
lived in their house. They trust him, he does
the accounting during their shoots,” says
Daljeet Kaur. The Bollywood family has also
visited them in Palheri. “Sunny Deol asked
him to reach Gurdaspur when he was on his
way there before the polls,” says Daljeet.

Adjusting her dupatta, she adds, “It is all
his karma. Nobody in our family has had any-
thing to do with either films or literature, but
he was different.”

With 3.5 acres of land to tilland a big herd
of cattle to milk, their hands were full. Father
Supinder Singh, striking with his flowing
white beard and bright eyes in a work-worn
face, tells you how he started with one cattle
and raised the herd to 50. “I used to cycle
down to Chandigarh to sell milk... A few years
ago, Gurpreet asked me to stop, saying the
city roads were dangerous. My clients were
like family, we hugged each other and cried
the day I stopped,” he chokes.

The family has mixed emotions about
Palheri’s new innings as Deol’s representa-
tive. “His taayaji (uncle) was very worried,
he said carry on writing, you are too simple
for this. I told him votes are over, you come
back,” says Daljeet, who is more excited
about the fact that Palheri is writing the script
for Ammy Virk’s film Nikka Zailda-3 (third in
a successful Punjabi film series).

But Palheri, she says, told her Deol
wanted him to stay and do “vikas”. “He asked
me ‘Are you scared about my well-being?’.”

Supinder though is all smiles about the
congratulatory calls he has been receiving.
“Some big people also called.”

Darshan Aulkah says it’s all about trust.
“Palheri is the man who ties Sunny Deol’s
turbans in all his films. Sunny can’t be there
24 hours... Palheri had called me. I told him to
go ahead if he could do sewa.”

the country and across the world, heritage
structures are being protected and reno-
vated. Here we are razing them down.”

Says Animal husbandry, Fisheries and
Cinematography Minister Talasani Srinivas
Yadav, “We will build a better and more spa-
cious Secretariat. The planning and layout
of the existing buildings are very unscien-
tific, resulting in congestion and parking
problems. The CM is hiring the best archi-
tects and consultants for this. We will cre-
ate about 7 lakh sq feet of office space and
the Secretariat and Assembly buildings will
be Hyderabad’s icons.”

The plan

OnJune 27, KCR laid the foundation stone for
the new Secretariat, to be built at a cost of
Rs 400 crore. A temple and mosque located
in the complex are likely to be shifted to the
periphery to create more space and for “aes-
thetic reasons”. The plan is to have a minis-
ter’s office and all the departments under
his/her portfolio as well as offices of their res-
pective secretaries and heads on the same
floor or the same building.

The new Assembly building will be built
atacost of Rs 100 crore and may be modelled
on the Parliament House.

SREENIVAS JANYALA
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ACROSS
THE AISLE

P CHIDAMBARAM

To begin, school education
must be transferred to the
states — as it was in the
original Constitution — to
be followed by transferring
more subjects from the
Concurrent List to the State
List. On the contrary, the FM
has assumed a greater role for
the Central government in
school and college education!
The RBI, SEBI, Competition
Commission of India, CBDT,
CBIC, etc, have turned into
controllers

INSIDE TRACK

COOMI KAPOOR

DIFFERENT TIMES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who re-
buked MLA Akash Vijayvargiya’s actions,
should next caution all BJP politicians who
assume they have the licence to throw
their weight around. Last week, on Delhi’s
Humayun Road, a speeding SUV with an
MP sticker displayed on the windshield
and a VIP numberplate banged into a sta-
tionary car at the red light. Both cars were
damaged and the passenger in the front
car was badly shaken. But the driver of the
SUV, the husband of a former MP from
central Uttar Pradesh, who was also sit-
ting in the car, did not stop to enquire
about the welfare of the passenger or the
extent of damage. The driver, a govern-
ment official, simply sped away after first
giving a mouthful to the chauffeur of the
car in front, as if it was the stationary ve-
hicle’s fault. A resident of the locality re-
called anincident some four decades ear-
lier in the same vicinity which illustrated
the difference in behaviour of politicians
in the old days. Swaran Singh was Defence
Minister and he banged his carintoaman
driving a scooter. Singh rushed the driver
and his wife, who were not badly injured,
to a dispensary for first aid. The next day
Singh sent a member of his staff to their
house and asked if they would like to reg-
ister a police complaint against him since
he was driving the car.

OWAISI SMILING

TWELVE of the Congress’s 19 Telangana
MLAs have crossed over to Chief Minister
K Chandrashekar Rao’s TRS, while one has
moved to Parliament, leaving the party
with six MLAs. Asaduddin Owaisi’s
AIMIM, with seven, has asked for its rep-
resentative to be named Leader of the
Opposition. Owaisi has reason to smile.
The AIMIM has long been dismissed as a
city-based party with strength confined
to the Muslim-dominated areas of
Hyderabad. In 2014, for the first time, the
AIMIM was recognised as a state party. In
2018, it won a mere 2.7% of votes to 28.4%
for the Congress, but has now emerged as
the No. 2 party in the Assembly. The BJP
has but one seat.

BREACH OF PREACH

With Maharashtra elections around the
corner, the BJP does not seem concerned

OUTOF MY MIND

MEGHNAD DESAI

IAM STILL getting emails from Jet Airways
about the rewards awaiting me for my
loyalty. The firm has gone bust but the
emails go on. This is like the Congress
party. Rahul Gandhi has resigned as pres-
ident and said he will not change his mind.
But his party has taken its time to recog-
nise this. The Congress goes on livingina
limbo, between death and life.

Look across to the UK where a party
older than even the Congress has just con-

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Why 13 economists will be unhappy

FIVE YEARS ago, when Dr Arvind
Subramanian, then Chief Economic
Adviser, presented his first Economic
Survey (2014-15), he said, “India has
reached a sweet spot — rare in the his-
tory of nations — in which it could finally
be launched on a double-digit medium-
term growth strategy.” He did not stay
the full term of Modi 1.0 government to
acknowledge that the government had
failed to deliver on that promise. It was
left to his successor Dr Krishnamurthy
Subramanian to admit that Modi 1.0 gov-
ernment delivered an average GDP
growth of only 7.5 per cent over the five-
year period.

A growthrate of 7.5 per cent is satis-
factory but nowhere near the target of
double digit growth. Besides, the trajec-
tory of the growth rate over the last five
years was 7.4, 8.0, 8.2, 7.2 and 6.8 per
cent. Dr Subramanian must have been
pleased with the rise from 7.4 to 8.2 per
cent in the first three years but, I sus-
pect, must have been devastated when
demonetisation hit the country in
November 2016. Since then, the trajec-
tory has been a decline from 8.2 to 7.2
to 6.8 per cent.

Modi 2.0 government has taken of-
fice when the decline has become
steeper. The quarterly components of the
growth rate of 2018-19 were 8.0, 7.0, 6.6
and 5.8 per cent. Itis in this dire situation
that the new CEA had set the goal of the
Modi 2.0 government as:

“India aims to grow into a USD 5 tril-

with legal niceties while inducting two de-
fecting Congress MLAs, Radhkrishna Vikhe
Patil and Abdul Sattar, into Devendra
Fadnavis’s Cabinet. Under Article 91 of the
Constitution, ironically introduced by a BJP
government in 2003, an MLA who is de-
clared a defector cannot be appointed a
minister or hold a political post from the
period of disqualification. The snag is that
Assembly Speaker Haribhau Bagade is ex-
pectedly taking his own time deciding
whether the two MLAs should be declared
defectors.

VAASTU VETTING

2, Krishna Menon Marg, which former
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley vacated re-
cently, is one of the larger government bun-
galows, but Central ministers are reluctant
to move in as they consider its vaastu neg-
ative. They point out that Jaitley’s numerous
health problems surfaced only after he
moved to the bungalow and left his private
residence in South Delhi, which he occu-
pied even when he was leader of the oppo-
sition or a minister in the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee government. An earlier tenant of
the bungalow, Sukh Ram, got embroiled in
the telecom scam and currency notes were
found in the bathroom. Mulayam Singh
Yadavwasalso plagued with serious health
issues after he moved to the address. A sen-
ior MP recalls that former Congress politi-
cian from Andhra Pradesh Kishore Chandra
Deo, who had along and distinguished po-
litical career, was a great believer in exam-
ining carefully every government house he
occupied from a vaastu angle before he
moved in. As a young man, Deo was badly
shaken by his father dying overnight of a
tetanus wound received from a garage door,
ontheveryday hereceived the news thathe
was to be made a minister in the Madras
Presidency. Deo was convinced that it was
the vaastu of the garage which led to his fa-
ther’s untimely death.

SWEET OFFERINGS

Trinamool Congress MP Kalyan Banerjee
presented new Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla with a congratulatory letter and a
box of sandesh sweets on behalf of his
party leader Mamata Banerjee. Clearly,
Banerjee has not ended the practice of
gifting Bengali sweets to prominent BJP
persons in Delhi, even after her spat with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who dis-
closed publicly that the Bengal CM sent
him rasgullas. In an informal interview
with actor Akshay Kumar telecast during
the elections, Modi had mentioned that
despite Banerjee’s tough talk against him,
she unfailingly presented him two kurtas
and Bengali sweets every year. A furious
Banerjee had countered that the next
time the PM came to West Bengal, she
would gift him rasgullas made out of soil
and pebbles.

lion economy by 2024-25, which will
make India the third largest economy in
the world. Given 4 per cent inflation as
the Monetary Policy Framework speci-
fied by the Government for the Reserve
Bank of India, this requires real annual
growth rate in GDP of 8 per cent.”

That is a fair target. The question
before us is, how far did the maiden
Budget of Ms Nirmala Sitharaman
advance the goal set by the Economic
Survey?

Each one of us can list a number of
boxes and ask ourselves, based on the
Budget statements, how many boxes has
the Finance Minister (FM) ticked.

In October 2018, 13 economists of in-
ternational repute, all Indians or of
Indian origin, wrote 14 papers, that were
published in 2019, under the title ‘What
the Economy Needs Now’. Dr Abhijit
Banerjee and Dr Raghuram Rajan sifted
through the set of ideas and wrote an af-
terword listing ‘Eight top challenges
India faces’. Each one of them concerns
the economy, directly or indirectly. For
my list of boxes, I have borrowed five
ideas from the book.

Here are the boxes and why I have
ticked or crossed them:

% Containing Fiscal Deficit: The
Modi government has a poor record in
containing the fiscal deficit. In the first
five years, it was able to reduce the fiscal
deficit from 4.5 to 3.4 per cent. Actually,
the fiscal deficit was stuck between 3.4
and 3.5 per cent for four years and

HISTORY HEADLINE

Budget 2019-20 promises to bring it
down to 3.3 per cent. The number for
2018-19 is suspect because of huge rev-
enue losses and off-Budget borrowings
in that year. So, the estimate of fiscal
deficit for 2019-20 is also suspect.

% Stressed Sectors (Agriculture,
Power, Banking): The Budget speech
contains no measure to relieve the
stress in the agriculture sector. On
power, it simply reiterates the current
scheme, UDAY, aimed at financial and
operational turnaround of distribution
companies. It adds ‘retirement of old
and inefficient plants’ and ‘addressing
low utilisation of gas plant capacity due
to paucity of natural gas’. On banking, it
promises to provide Rs 70,000 crore for
recapitalisation of public sector banks
(that is totally insufficient) and ‘one-
time six months’ partial credit guaran-
tee’ to banks to purchase pooled assets
of financially sound NBFCs (that com-
pletely misses the point about insuffi-
cient liquidity).

% Better Business Environment:
There were several ideas on the table to
make the business environment ‘better’.
What good will it do if business did the
same things in the same manner and only
‘doing’ that business became easier?
Special Industrial Zones, not necessarily
targeted at exports; changing labour laws,
not just codifying them; allowing start-
ups to start and run businesses for three
years without the need to secure permis-
sions or licences, etc, were ideas that

could have been accepted.

% Less Burdensome Regulation:
The best solution was massive decen-
tralisation. To begin, school education
must be transferred to the states — as it
was in the original Constitution — to be
followed by transferring more subjects
from the Concurrent List to the State
List. On the contrary, the FM has as-
sumed a greater role for the Central
government in school and college ed-
ucation! The RBI, SEBI, Competition
Commission of India, CBDT, CBIC, etc,
have turned into controllers and the
regulations have become more, not
less, burdensome.

v More Cash Transfers: On this, the
government has moved forward to en-
courage digital payments and to disin-
centivise large cash withdrawals. It is
natural that more subsidies and cash
benefits will be transferred through the
Direct Benefit Transfer route. Though
this ‘reform’ is seven years old, I shall
tick this box.

The economy needed radical reforms
of the kind undertaken in 1991-96. The
government had the mandate to carry
out such reforms. Inexplicably, the gov-
ernment has chosen to do incremental
reforms. The 13 economists — all Indians
or of Indian origin — will be disap-
pointed. So will be many who were root-
ing for radical reforms.

Website: pchidambaram.in
@Pchidambaram_IN

The Union Budget, 1948 and now

SHAJI VIKRAMAN

ON JULY 5, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in her first Budget levied ex-
tra tax on the super-rich — raising the sur-
charge for those with taxable income be-
tween Rs 2 crore and Rs 5 crore from the
existing 15 per cent to 25 per cent, and
from 15 per cent to 37 per cent for those
with income higher than Rs 5 crore. That
may be good political messaging at a time
of widening income inequality.

But when independent India’s first
Finance Minister R K Shanmukham
Chetty presented his first full Budget on
February 28, 1948 (his first Budget was an
interim Budget, which was unveiled after
August 1947 and was in effect until March
1948), his second taxation proposal was
to lower the rate of what was then called
super tax. He was worried that the tax rate
would hamper the growth of savings and
retard industrial growth in a country
which was yet to recover from Partition.

Chetty, who studied economics in the
Madras Christian College and was a
lawyer by training, raised the limit at
which the super tax kicked in to Rs 3.5
lakh then and reworked the slabs too. He
also reduced the tax on undistributed
profits of companies by one anna taking
into account the fact that in the 1946-47
Budget, the government had a compli-
cated system of levying a super tax to de-
ter the distribution of large dividends by
firms and push them to plough the money
back into business. The rationale was to
woo industrialists to invest.

However, none of this meant that the
first full Budget of Chetty, who came from
a family with business interests in Tamil
Nadu, was full of giveaways. Rather, the
Finance Minister in Part B of the Budget
which contains taxation proposals — a
practice which has been followed since —
said that despite criticism including from
the Reserve Bank of Indiainits annual re-
port regarding what was then known as
excess profits tax, he had decided, after a
great deal of thought, not to jettison it.

The Nehru-led Congress government’s
taxation philosophy as articulated by the
Finance Minister in his Budget speech that
year was that it had to balance the need
to stimulate production and to remove the
fetters onindustry while keeping tax rates
reasonably high so that the wealthy were

Then Finance Minister R K Shanmukham Chetty presented India’s first full
Budget on February 28, 1948. Wikimedia Commons

placed under an “equitable equilibrium
for the common needs” of the State.

In 1948-49, and in the previous year too,
the new Finance Minister and the govern-
ment had to face up to an adverse balance
or adeficit in the country’s balance of pay-
ments (BoP) owing to large imports of
foodgrains. That was a reversal compared
to the years before Independence when
India had a favourable BoP. What this
meant was major restrictions on imports
except of foodgrains, raw materials and
some essential consumer goods. The other
big challenge was inflation. But in that
Budget, Chetty also talked about what is
Nnow common currency — a counter-cycli-
cal policy which aims at building a surplus
during periods of growth, public spending
during adownturn and running a deficit if
needed to ensure growth is back on track.

What the first Finance Minister said in
the interim Budget of 1947-48 on market
borrowings echoes even now. The govern-
ment’s borrowing programme would be
such as to enable it to obtain funds as
cheaply as possible without in any way im-
pacting the flow of investment into indus-
try. The government then had to appeal to
people to subscribe to its borrowings — a
target of Rs 150 crore in 1947-48 through
loans as the securities market was hit be-
cause of communal disturbances. Chetty
held out a promise that the government
was responsible for the repayment of these
loans as a measure of comfort.

Nirmala Sitharaman in her first Budget
announced the government’s plan to bor-
row abroad — marking a first to help ease
pressure on interest rates here and allow
more private firms to borrow in India.
India’s relatively low external debt was
cited as one of the reasons for opting to
borrow overseas with comparisons on
cost of borrowing bound to arise. In

Let Modi help Oppn oppose

ducted elections to choose the next leader,
having asked the incumbent to resign.
There is a process for the MPs to vote to
narrow the list of candidates down to two
and then the two face the decision of party
members in a secret ballot. Democracy is
not rocket science.

But the Congress hates democracy, at
least within its ranks. There has not been
a seriously contested election in the
Congress since 1950, when Purushottam
Das Tandon became president. Jawaharlal
Nehru quickly corrected such show of
members’ power and had Tandon re-
moved. This repeated the way Mahatma
Gandhi had treated Subhas Chandra
Bose’s audacity of being elected against
his wish. Tandon’s election was an aberra-
tion. Since then the Prime Minister or the

leader of the Congress parliamentary
party has been the de facto chief.

So a search is on for a face to replace
Rahul. The CWC will no doubt find a per-
son older than Rahul and more hopeless
at winning elections. Otherwise Rahul
will be shown up. Who needs Modi?The
Congress will deliver Congress Mukt
Bharat itself.

Other opposition parties are copying
the Congress. Mamata Banerjee has her
nephew as successor. So has Mayawati se-
lected a nephew. So we can abandon any
hope of revival in the Trinamool Congress
and BSP. The two Yadav parties, the SPand
R]D, are stuck because the son has done
worse than the father and the grandsons
are not old enough. Chandrababu Naidu
was the son-in-law of NTR. He has failed

but found no one to pass on his political
assets to. Y SR Jagan Mohan Reddy and
Stalin have saved their family heirlooms,
but for how long?

None of these people became a leader
by winning an inner party election.
Democracy is for the plebs. The netas do
not believe in it for themselves. Hence,
the Opposition will remain small and di-
vided.

But a well-functioning democracy
needs an effective Opposition. During the
first decade of Parliament, opposition MPs
used to implore Nehru to do more to get
the Opposition to be effective. Maybe
Narendra Modi should do more to help
the Opposition survive. Who else is there?

Let me propose two changes. One big,
one small

November 1947, Chetty had said that
India’s debt position was intrinsically
sound and that its external debt for a
country of its size was negligible consid-
ering the sterling balances — which were
treated as foreign exchange reserves.
Indeed, the Finance Minister made it clear
that these reserves should not be frittered
away in importing non-essential luxury
goods or to finance deficits in the balance
of payments.

On July 4 this year, the Economic
Survey made a case for doing away with
incentives after 10 years for small firms or
dwarfs with less than 100 employees.
That view may have run counter to that
of the first Finance Minister. Chetty had
flagged the dangers of concentration of
too many businesses in the hands of large
companies. The country, he felt, should
encourage the growth of small companies
to broad base the economy.

The interim Budget had targeted rev-
enues of Rs 171.15 crore and revenue ex-
penditure of Rs 197.39 crore with a net
deficit of Rs 26.24 crore, which the gov-
ernment later managed to reduce to Rs
6.52 crore. Interestingly, prior to the first
full Budget in 1948-49, Part A was the
Railway Budget incorporating the speech
of the railway and transport minister,and
Part B was the Finance Minister’s speech
which was presented in the Constituent
Assembly. Part B, which contained rev-
enue proposals and was considered to be
sensitive information, was released only
after 6 pm on February 28, 1948.

In the conclusion, Chetty had said, “In
spite of all the trials to which our infant
state has been subjected, we have the solid
foundations on which we can confidently
build the superstructure of our economic
and social edifice. The pattern of that struc-
ture is entirely in our hand to draw.”

The first is to amend the
Representation of the People Act. It is ob-
solete and anti-Parliament. It requires
every candidate in the election to swear
faith in socialism, which violates the fun-
damental right of Freedom of Expression.
It gags backbench MPs, forbidding them
from expressing independent opinion.
They are puppets of the Whip. They are
only good for rushing to the well, discred-
iting Parliament.

In the House of Commons every week,
there is a one-hour slot for Prime
Minister’s Questions. It allows opposition
members to show their ability at asking
searching questions to the Prime Minister.
The Lok Sabha could adopt that practice.
Let Modi improve Parliament by helping
the Opposition oppose.

FIFTH COLUMN

TAVLEEN SINGH

A reality
check for
Rahul

RAHUL GANDHI'S resignation letter hor-
rified me. Not because I do not think he
did the honourable thing by accepting re-
sponsibility for the drubbing the Congress
party got in the recent general election.
But, because of what he said about India
and her democratic institutions. If he
wrote the letter himself, then he would
do well not to return from his summer
holiday. What is the point of returning to
a political career in a country whose in-
stitutions he has such contempt for? If
someone else wrote the letter, then that
person should emigrate forthwith.

The two paragraphs I found most of-
fensive in the letter are these. “A free and
fair election requires the neutrality of a
country’s institutions; an election cannot
be fair without arbiters — a free press, an
independent judiciary, and a transparent
election commission thatis objective and
neutral. Nor can an election be free if one
party has a complete monopoly on finan-
cial resources.

“We didn’t fight a political party in the
2019 election. Rather, we fought the entire
machinery of the Indian state, every insti-
tution of which was marshalled against
the opposition. It is now crystal clear that
our once cherished institutional neutral-
ity no longer exists in India.”

Asamember of the media, let me begin
by admitting that most of us got the elec-
tion wrong because we hoped Modi would
lose. Those of my comrades who bothered
to travel into the wilds of rural India came
back absolutely certain that Modi would
lose atleast 50 seats in the northern states.
[ believed the same until the results came.
Only then did it occur to me that I inter-
viewed around 150 people in different
states and less than 20 said they would not
be voting for Modi. It was the impression
created by the media that fooled Rahul
Gandhi and his campaign managers. When
they began projecting him as prime minis-
ter, voters on the fence saw that the choice
was between him and Modi and fell off the
fence onto Modi’s side of it.

Now let us talk about the judiciary.
Never before have Supreme Court judges
shown such open defiance of a Prime
Minister as they did last year when they
called a press conference to imply that the
Chief Justice was a BJP partisan. Why?
They objected to his choice of judges on
certain benches while admitting at the
same time that deciding the roster was his
prerogative. If only Supreme Court judges
had shown defiance when Rahul’s grand-
mother ordered them to suspend every
one of our fundamental rights including
the right to life. One judge objected and his
career was ruined.

Accepting that this happened because
democracy was suspended on account of
the Emergency. But, believe me whenIsay
thatlongafteritended, I saw election com-
missioners riding in the official car of a
Congress prime minister during a Kashmir
election. The Election Commission is no
longer as pliable. The same people who
charge it with partiality in conducting the
general election said not one word when
the Congress party won in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.

What worries me most about Rahul
Gandhi’s farewell letter is that I detect the
start of a new narrative. If in Modi’s first
term the narrative was that Modi was
working only for ‘a handful of his rich
friends’, the narrative now is that the RSS
has ‘captured’ our institutions completely.
In the words of the Congress president,
“Our democracy has been fundamentally
weakened. There is areal danger that from
now on, elections will go from being a
determinant of India’s future to a mere
ritual.” This is rubbish and shows real
contempt for Indian democracy, but a
gaggle of aged officials, who benefited
hugely from Congress rule, has written a
letter to the Election Commission back-
ing Rahul Gandhi.

The truth of the 2019 election cam-
paignis that the Congress presidentrana
lousy campaign. He behaved like an enti-
tled prince trying to oust a usurper. His
tone was belligerent, distasteful and rude.
He forgot that his opponent was also the
Prime Minister of India. Voters did not and
were appalled. The other mistake he
made was to attack Modi not where he
was weakest — the economy — but where
he was strongest, which was his image of
being utterly uninterested in being in pub-
lic life to make money. Those endless
shrieks of ‘Chowkidar Chor Hai’ never
gained resonance.

The truth is that Modi (not the BJP) won
this election because he was seen as areal
leader. The truth is that millions of rural
Indians benefited from government wel-
fare schemes for the first time. The truthis
that the Congress party did not offer Indian
voters anything other than an entitled
prince and princess who hoped to win only
by exalting the ‘charisma’ of a Dynasty that
has ruled too long.

Follow Tavleen Singh on Twitter
@ tavleen_singh
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fiscal mathis aim of most measures’

Finance Secretary SUBHASH
CHANDRA GARG said most meas-
ures in the Union Budget 2019-20
are aimed at promoting growth
without jeopardising the fiscal
math. In an interview SUNNY
VERMA of The Indian Express, he
said fiscal stimulus can at best be
ashort term relief measure, but it
cannot be a long term strategy to
promote growth. Edited excerpts:

There were market
expectations of fiscal stimulus
in this budget given the
economic slowdown. But the
government stuck to fiscal
consolidation. What was the
thinking behind the budget,
does the growth takea
backseat?

No. Growth doesn’t take a
backseat at all. It’s a growth ori-
ented budget. In fact, the basic
theme, the main goal of the
budget is to set the target for the
nation for a $5 trillion economy,
it’s all growth. It cannot happen
unless we have a high growth.
Therefore, when you are setting
the target in the beginning, you
cannot be sort of not taking care
of the growth aspect.

So the entire package that you
see whetheritis capital market re-
lated, enabling the private enter-
prises to raise more money from
capital markets, whether it's the
FDI proposals to make more
money flow into Indian economy,
there is a large pool of savings
abroad which cancomein, or gov-
ernment asset monetisation pro-
gramme of raising investible re-
sources to invest, or raising more
money in the PPPmode across dif-
ferent sectors, or dealing with the
reforms in critical sectors like
power and others — everything is
about growth.

Stimulus is a palliative, short
termmeasures,it'snotalongterm
strategy. And what has beendone
in Budget is long term.

BRIEFLY

PNBreports
over$3,800cr
fraud by BPSL

New Delhi: Punjab
National Bank said
Saturday it has detected
a fraud of more than Rs
3,800 crore by Bhushan
Power & Steel Ltd (BPSL)
and has reported it to the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). PNB said Bhushan
Power & Steel Ltd misap-
propriated bank funds
and manipulated its
books of accounts to
raise funds from consor-
tium lender banks. “On
the basis of forensic au-
ditinvestigation findings
and CBI filing FIR, on suo
moto basis, against the
company and its direc-
tors, alleging diversion of
funds from banking sys-
tem, a fraud of Rs
3,805.15 crore is being re-
ported by bank to RBI,”
the PNB said in a
regulatory filing. PTI

Panel clears

investmentin
GM’s Cruise

Washington: Cruise, a
US-based self-driving
vehicle company major-
ity-owned by General
Motors Co, told Reuters
on Friday that a US na-
tional security panel ap-
proved a $2.25 billion in-
vestment in the firm by
Japan’s SoftBank Corp. It
is in the process of rais-
ing its second $100 bil-
lion investment vehicle,
dubbed Vision Fund, af-
ter deploying its first one
of equal size. The
Committee on Foreign
Investment in the US,
which reviews deals for
potential national secu-
rity concerns, approved
the investment based on
fresh assurances that
Cruise’s technology
would be completely off
limits to SoftBank, a
source familiar with the
matter said. REUTERS

There is a perception that the
budget has tried to promote
foreign equity capital into
India but hasn’t done much to
galvanise domestic industry.

It’s the corporates which need
to make the investments, and I
just described all the measures
that have been taken to boost do-
mestic investment. Whether it’s
PPP, or monetisation of the do-
mestic assets —it’sall helping the
domestic investors. Foreign in-
vestors bring two good things:
first they bring investments, sec-
ond they bring in lot of competi-
tion, which make the Indian econ-
omy more competitive which
should be fine.

What will be the mechanism
and the quantum of loans that
the government plans to raise
in international markets?

Mechanism s standard, many
sovereigns raise funds abroad by
listing bonds or sometimes doing
private placements. So there are
standard methods, there is a
process which needs to worked
upon, that we will now take up.
And after sometime, when things
are in place, we need complex
contractual arrangements.

We need to make arrange-
ments for flow of money, pay-
ment of interest, tax issue — all of
that will be sorted out in the next
couple weeks or so and then we
will bein position tosay when the
issue will be launched.

Does the government bear the
currencyrisk on these bonds?
Soit’s the interplay. When we
allow foreigners toinvestinrupee
securities we pay them higher rate
of interest, as compared to what
therate of interest they earn (out-
side). The differential inrate of in-
terest is in a way towards the for-
eign currency risk. So in this case,
youare taking a call on the foreign
exchange risk for future, but our

The entire package that you see whetheritis
capital market related, whetherit’s the FDI
proposals or government asset monetisation
programme, or raising more money in the PPP
mode across different sectors, or dealing with the
reforms in critical sectors like power and others —
everythingis about growth,”

SUBHASH CHANDRA GARG
FINANCE SECRETARY

experience suggests very clearly
that the differential that is there
between the rupee interest rate
and the foreign currency interest
rate,isactually higher than the de-
preciation in the domestic cur-
rency.So hopefully the same trend
will continue. And [ think we will
make provisions for the differen-
tial also so that we don’t have as-
set liability mismatches and the
budget takes into account the real
expected cost of money.

Is there any ballpark figure,
let’s say a percentage of the
total debt, thatthe
government plans toraise
overseas?

We will be prudential with
kind of foreign denominated
bonds that will weissue.Notdone

thatexercise yet. Depending upon
avery detailed exercise, I think this
limit will be issued.

The Budget has provided Rs
70,000 crore of equity infusion
in public sector banks through
issuance of recapitalisation
bonds. This will take the total
outstanding recap bond
issuance to Rs 2.56 lakh crore
by the year-end. When this
instrument was first
announced, it was indicated
thatRs 1.35 lakh crore of recap
bonds will be a one time
issuance to help state-owned
banks. But this route of fund
raising is now becoming
routine.

We expect this to be the last
instalment. Much of the recapital-

isation work is done, is complete.
There are a few banks which are
still under the PCA (Prompt
Corrective Action framework of
the RBI), they need to be brought
out of it and some growth capital
isneeded. [ believe that thisis the
last instalment.

While the interest costs for the
government has come down
asreflected inlower bond
yields, but retail and
commercial borrowers
continue to pay high interest
rates as banks have not passed
on the lower rates.

There are two additional fac-
tors which influence this: one,
what is the cost of deposits of the
banks and whether it has come
down, and second is the risk pre-
mium which they attach to the
borrower. Soit has to happen that
deposit rates have also may be not
come down and the risk percep-
tion on the borrowers has actually
gone up slightly and we have seen
this in the NBFC space.

It's possibly to my mind the
reason why the spread has not
come down. Overall the rates for
them (retail, commercial borrow-
ers) have also come down and
spread has more or less been very
stable and started showing some
signs of declining after the initial
months of the IL&FS crisis. Once
these issues are addressed and
the risk perception of the
borrowers also (improves), then
possibly we might actually see
transmission.

Areyou not being over
optimistic in expecting Rs
90,000 crore of dividend or
surplus transfer from the RBI?

This is based on what the
RBI's profits have been in the
year which is gone. At the in-
terim stage certain kind of esti-
mate was made...and I don’t
think it is optimistic.

‘Another 50 bps cut likely in rest of FY2(’

India’s Union Budget for 2019-20 not just marks a sense of continuity but also carries the winds of change,
according to a reaction commentary by Singapore-based DBS Bank

700 billion:

Capital boost to public

sector banks, to boost credit

and for leveraging
technology and unifying
systems by enabling

customers of 1 PSB to access

services across all PSBs

t1trillion:

Amount of high-rated

pooled assets of financially

sound NBFCs, purchasing of 10 BASIS POINTS: Fall in 10-

which will give PSBs a one-
time six months’ partial
credit guarantee for first
loss of up to 10 per cent

year government bond yields,
which settled at mid-6.6 per
cent levels, after government
revealed plans to raise part

funds in offshore markets

50 BPS: Expected cutin
lending rate in FY20, with govt
maintaining fiscal restraint

SALIENT FEATURES
OF BUDGET:

M Hiked tax on petrol
and diesel

M Import duty on gold
raised

M Additional surcharge
tobe levied on super
rich

M Tax on high value
cash withdrawals
brought

B Reduction in
corporate tax

‘Disappointed with hike in gold import duty’

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 6

THE GEMSand jewellery ex-
porters Saturday expressed disap-
pointment over significant in-
crease in the import duty on gold
and other precious metals saying
the move would result in shifting
of businesses to neighbouring
countries.

Gems and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC)
Chairman Pramod Agrawal said:

"We as anindustry are greatly dis-
appointed with the increase of
import duty on precious metal,
gold and silver”.

He said that the sector is al-
ready going through very tough
times with decline in exportsand
joblosses.

According to industry experts,
the decision could lead toincrease
in smuggling of the yellow metal
in the country.

In the Budget 2019-20, the
government proposed toraise the
import duty on gold and other

precious metals from 10 per cent
at present to 12.5 per cent.

Agrawal said they had in fact
urged the government to cut he
import duty as it is an important
raw material for the sector.

The government's move "will
result in growth of business in
neighbouring countries as the for-
eign tourists will stop buying jew-
ellery from here and processing of
larger diamonds will shift to com-
peting countries like China,
Vietnam," he said in a statement.

He added that exporters

would again urge the government
to review the decision.

World Gold Council India
Managing Director
Somasundaram PR has said the
import duty hike will negatively
impact India's gold industry and
will impede efforts to make gold
as an asset class, particularly
when gold prices are already ris-
ing globally. India is one of the
largest gold importers in the
world and the imports mainly
take care of demand from the jew-
ellery sector.

‘ECONOMIES WHICH ARE PRUDENT GET REWARDED’

Jaitley: Budget lays down
roadmap for India to get
back on high growth track

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

IN A post a day after the Union
Budget 2019-20 was presented,
former Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley on Saturday wrote that it
is based on the premise that
economies which follow pru-
dent fiscal policies eventually get
rewarded as against those which
indulge in fiscal adventurism
and lays down the roadmap for
India to get back on the high
growth track.

In the Facebook post, Jaitley
said a fundamental question has
always been asked as to what
would one choose between good
economics and clever politics.

“The choice is unfair because
any Government needs both in
order to survive and perform.
The Prime Minister’s first tenure
witnessed this blending of good
economics and good politics,” he
said in the post titled ‘The Budget
2019-20'. Stating that the Budget
creates a political direction for an
aspirational India, Jaitley said
several sectors of interest to the
middle class and neo-middle
class, like affordable housing and
electric vehicles, have been in-
centivised.

Besides, push to infrastruc-
ture, construction and real estate
sectors would provide a fillip to
job creation and attract invest-
ment. “India will continue to be
the fastest growing major econ-

omy in the world.

In the last two to three quar-
ters growth has seen a modera-
tion. Unquestionably, the Budget
as a policy document lays down
the roadmap for India to get back
on track,” Jaitley said.

India’s economic growth
slowed to a five-year low of 5.8
per cent in the January-March
quarter. For the full 2018-19 fis-
cal as well, the growth rate was
at its lowest in five years at 6.8
per cent.

The Finance Ministry’s
Economic Survey has projected
growth to pick up to 7 per cent
in the current fiscal.

Jaitley said the Union Budget
2019-20 focuses on accelerating
the direction of the past and ex-
pands the roadmap on which
the Prime Minister has built up
India’s growth story from 2014-
19. The striking part of this pe-
riod was that for a five-year av-
erage, India grew by 7.3 per cent,
its revenues grew exponentially

“The choice (between
good economics and
clever politics) is unfair
because any
government needs
bothin order to survive
and perform”

ARUN JAITLEY,
FORMER FINANCE MINISTER

and it brought macro stability
back with both the current ac-
count deficit and the fiscal deficit
being on the glide path down-
wards, he said.

“The present Budget main-
tains that path based on the
premise that economies which
are fiscally prudent, eventually
get rewarded as against those
who indulge in fiscal adventur-
ism,” Jaitley said.

The Budget, tabled in
Parliament by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, cut fiscal
deficit estimates for current fi-
nancial year to 3.3 per cent from
3.4 per cent projected in the in-
terim Budget on February 1.

In her speech, the finance
minister said India, which at
present is a $2.7 trillion econ-
omy, would become a $3 trillion
economy in the current year. She
added the target of making India
a $5trillion economy in the next
few years was “imminently
achievable”. WITHPTI

Forget about taxman;
focus on business:
CBDT chief tells startups

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 6

CENTRAL BOARD of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) Chairman P C Mody on
Saturday said as the concerns re-
lated to ‘angel tax’ have been
“sorted out”, the country’s startup
community should now not
worry about taxmen and concen-
trate on their businesses.

Mody said that all “legacy is-
sues” related to startups will be re-
solved through a consultative
process and under a strict super-
vision of senior officers of the tax
authority:.

In her maiden Budget speech
on Friday, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman proposed a
number of measures to resolve
the problems being faced by start-
ups with regard to their initial
funding, called angel tax, their cer-
tification and verification of in-
vestors. The CBDT boss said, “lam
very happy to say that all issues
which were there with the DIPP...
we have had extensive delibera-
tions between both the depart-
ments and we have resolved all is-
sues related to startups.”

The Department of Industrial
Policy and Promotion (DIPP) is
now called DPIIT (Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade DPIIT).

“The issues resolved are with
regard to the definition of start-
ups, withregard to theissue of val-
uation of shares and with regard
to sources of funds,” Mody said.

The DPIIT, under the com-
merce and industry ministry,
deals with foreign direct invest-
ment and issues related to start-

Startup industry
toaccomplish
goals faster now

EASING OF angel tax woes of startups will help the startup
industry to accomplish the activities faster and will give a

big relief to industry players.

Section 56(2)(viib) of the I-T Act provides that the
amount raised by a startup in excess of its fair market
value would be deemed as income from other sources and
taxed at 30 per cent. Touted as an anti-abuse measure, this
section was introduced in 2012. It is dubbed as angel tax
due to its impact on investments made by angel investors

in star tup ventures

ups. “Now, I think everything has
been sorted out and there should
notbe any cause of concern for the
startups,” Mody said.

“As the head of the tax family,
Icandefinitely assure the startups
that there would not be any occa-
sion for them to agitate or have
any misgivings. They can just con-
centrate on doing their business,”
the Chairman said.

The Central Board of Direct
Taxes is the policy-making body
for the Income-Tax Department.

Asked what are the “adminis-
trative arrangements” that his de-
partment will make in this con-
text,asannounced by Sitharaman,
Mody said this statement of the fi-
nance minister was in respect of
“legacy issues”.

“Like in certain cases where
scrutiny (of a startup) had already
commenced or the notices were
already issued, there we propose
to have dedicated officers carry-

ing out the scrutiny and that also
would be done in consultation
and prior approval of supervisory
officers,” he said.

“So, when there is involve-
ment of senior officers and there is
more of a consultative process, I
donotanticipate that there would
be any issue left that would trou-
ble or agitate startups,” the CBDT
chief said.

Sitharaman has stated that it
will be ensured that no inquiry or
verification in such cases be car-
ried out by the assessing officer
without obtaining approval of the
supervisory officer.

Several startups have been
complaining and making repre-
sentations to the government for
about a year with regard to they
receiving I-T notices. They
claimed it was getting difficult
for them to operate when the
taxman was breathing down
their neck. WITHPTI

US corporate sector welcomes Budget, says it will attract FDIs

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, JUNE 19

THE AMERICAN corporate sector
Friday hailed the maiden Budget
of Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, noting that it is not
only inclusive but also attractive
for foreign investments.

President of US India Strategic
and Partnership Forum (USISPF)
Mukesh Aghi said the budgetisin-
clusive and policy decisions are
encouraging for American com-
panies.

It's “good news” for compa-
nies like Apple, Aghi told PTI. The
Budget opens up the Indian mar-

ket, and encourages US compa-
nies to invest more, at the same
time it ensures prosperity and
growth for the lower sections, he
said.

The Budget is trying to make
positive structural changes, he
added. “We are pleased to see a
2019-2020 Budget that delivers a
forward-looking and reform-
minded approach for the Modi
government’s second term,”
Nisha Desai Biswal, president of
USIndia Business Council, told PTIL.

USIBC welcomes proactive
measures to double farmers’ in-
come, liberalise FDI in a number
of sectors and allow 100 per cent
FDI for insurance intermediaries,

Customs duties are to be reduced in some
narrow areas. But in a range of other sectors,
customs duties will be increased. This Budget is
not going to alleviate the current state of trade
tensions between the US and India

and increase FPI investment lim-
its —all reforms USIBC has actively
supported, she said.

USIBC members will be en-
couraged by the Budget's focus on
skilling Indians, with an empha-
sison jobs in data analytics, artifi-
cial intelligence, and robotics,
Biswal said.

“Goals like transforming India
into a global space and aviation
hubalso demonstrate the longer-
term thinking of the new govern-
ment. We look forward to work-
ing with Prime Minister Modiand
the Government of India to make
these priorities, and the larger vi-
sion for a modern India a reality,”

Biswal said.

“This is a visionary budget
from the first woman Finance
Minister of India marked with a
long-term 10-year plan while re-
taining focus onimmediate prior-
ities,” said Karun Rishi, president
of USA-India Chamber of
Commerce told PTL.The focused
impetus for sustainable job cre-
ation via targeted investment in
infrastructure will have aripple ef-
fecton secondary and tertiary em-
ployment. The mission to provide
housing toall by 2022 has the po-
tential not just for growth in
downstream sectors such as ce-
ment and steel but also for over-
alljob creationin these vital indus-

tries, he said. Itis a relatively cau-
tious Budget, considering the gov-
ernment’s election mandate,
noted Rick Rossow from the
Center for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS) think-
tank. “I expected some bigger
ideas, but instead we saw a con-
tinuation of key programmes
such as infrastructure develop-
ment, expansion of social pro-
grammes in rural areas, and nods
tobig campaigns like Digital India
and Make in India,” Rossow told
PTI. From a foreign business per-
spective, it was a mixed bag, he
said. “Onthe positive side, several
sectors were listed for foreign in-
vestment reforms including in-

surance, media, and single brand
retail,” he added.

“Customs duties are to be re-
duced in some narrow areas like
specialty chemicals and capital
goods for electronics manufactur-
ing. Butinarange of other sectors,
customs duties will be increased
including auto parts, video
recorders, metal fittings, and
more. This Budget is not going to
alleviate the current state of trade
tensions between the United
States and India,” Rossow said.

Lauding the fiscal deficit target
of 3.3 per cent for FY 2020, Rishi
told PTI that much willdepend on
the execution and global eco-
nomic factors. PTI



18

INTERVIEW WITH REVENUE SECRETARY

‘Tax on superrichis like giving back

With the Indian economy ex-
pected to grow only marginally
higher this fiscal, the government
has set a realistic target for Goods
and Services Tax (GST) and anti-
evasion measures will be taken to
increase the efficiency of revenue
collections, Revenue Secretary
AJAY BHUSHAN PANDEY said
Saturday. In an interview to
AANCHAL MAGAZINE, SUNNY
VERMA and SANDEEP SINGH,
Pandey also said the tax on super
rich s like giving back to the soci-
ety, on the lines of the ‘Give It Up’
scheme. Edited excerpts:

The GST target has been fixed
lower than the Interim Budget
by about Rs 1 lakh crore and
only 3 per cent higher than last
year’s revised estimate.

What we have doneis thatwe
have made arealistic assessment
based on the current situation.
Many were saying that the BE es-
timates (of Interim Budget) are
unrealistic. We all are aware of the
current economic situation and
we are also aware in what direc-
tion our tax collections will be;
based on that we have made are-
alistic assessment. That is why, if
you see, what we ended up
achieving was less than RE (re-
vised estimate), so on the basis of
our actual tax collection for 2018-
19, we have given 14 per cent
more. And that is our GST collec-
tion estimates for BE of this year’s
regular budget.

Like you said that economic
conditions are not too good.
Only 7 per cent growth has
been estimated for this fiscal.
Therefore, tax collections
won’t be buoyant. So will you
be taking anti-evasion
measures?

We have estimated 11 per cent
as nominal growth, and we are
saying 14 per cent. This difference
between 11 and 14 per cent will
come from increasing our effi-
ciency of collection and that in-
cludes taking anti-evasion meas-
ures.

Is there is risk of migration to
lower tax destinations as you
have raised the tax rates for
high net worth individuals?

People who have moved are
either students or the working
class. This fear of HNIs (high net
worth individuals) moving out
because of this is not justified.
HNIs have very strong roots in this
country and they would like to re-
main here. We have increased it
marginally and my own impres-
sion is that they will welcome it.
InUS and other countries, thereis
a movement by rich people that
billionaires should be taxed more.
[ think the rich here, they also re-
alise duty towards the nation. Just
like there was ‘Give It Up’
(scheme), thisis givingback to the
society. Giving back to the society
according to their capacity.

In the Budget there have been
several proposals toraise
revenue through new forms
such as increasing surcharge,
tax on buyback of shares, TDS
on cash withdrawals among
others.Is thereaconcernon
achieving desired revenue
through traditional means?

More than the revenue collec-
tion, we have addressed on the
structural front. For example, with
2 per cent TDS (tax deduction at
source) on cash withdrawal, we
are trying to push digital pay-
ments there are several banking
and digital options available. We
have 92 crore bank accounts and
76 crore are linked with Aadhaar;
allMGNREGS payments are being
madeinthe accounts.So the need
for such a high cash withdrawal
goes against this principle of hav-
ing a less-cash economy.

We have also seen that total
number of cash withdrawal in a
year, where people who have
withdrawn more than Rs 1 crore
run into few lakh crore. We have
also found that in many cases the
PAN number is either not quoted
or if quoted they are not the real
PAN number. To address thisissue
and to push the less cash econ-
omy, this 2 per cent TDS on cash
withdrawal of more than Rs 1
croreinayear hasbeendone.Soit
is not a revenue mobilisation
method.

We in the government would
be, however, happy to see that no
one withdraws more thanRs 1
crore and moves to digital system
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to society ... on the lines of Give It Up’
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... On the basis of principle of equity, people
earning more and who are capable of paying
slightly more taxes for the nation building,
certainly can pay more tax,”

AJAY BHUSHAN PANDEY
REVENUE SECRETARY

and we don’t get any TDS. But by
putting this TDS, if they are with-
drawing cash and not cominginto
the taxation system, this will en-
sure that correct PAN number is
recorded, and then they can file
return and take credit on the tax.

Asfarasincreaseintaxrate on
income of overRs 2 croreandRs 5
crore is concerned, I would say
that people having income of Rs
10lakh and those having income
of Rs 10 crore, they are being taxed
atalmost the samerate.So,on the
basis of principle of equity, people
earning more and who are capa-
ble of paying slightly more taxes
for nation building certainly can
pay more tax.

In India, the highest rate till
Friday was 35.88 per cent and
many countries in the world have
higher taxation. While in Canada
itis 54 per cent, itis 45 per centin
China. France (66 per cent), Japan
(46 per cent), UK (45 per cent)and
US (50 per cent) have much
higher rates for people who are
super rich and they are being

Comprehensive roadmap laid down to
boost economic activities: DPII'T Secy

Cut in allocation for DPII'T

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

THE BUDGET announcements
made by the government would
help promote Make in India ini-
tiatives, MSMEs and budding en-
trepreneurs, a top official said.

Secretary in the Department
for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade Ramesh Abhishek
said the proposals announced
for further liberalsing foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) norms
would help attract overseas cap-
ital. “The Budget haslaid down a
comprehensive roadmap to
boost economic activities and
promote (micro, small and
medium enterprises) MSMEs,
make in india and start-ups,”
Abhishek said.

He also said steps announced
for electric vehicles would help
establishing India as a global hub
for manufacturing of these vehi-
cles. “Recognising the role of for-
eign investment in augmenting
the available pool of capital, FDI
reforms and other changes in
foreign portfolio investments or
NRI investments have been an-
nounced,” he said.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in her Budget

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has re-
duced the budgetary alloca-
tion for the Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT), which
mainly deals with promotion
of foreign direct investment
and promote start-ups.

As per budget documents,
the allocation for the depart-
ment has been slashed to Rs
5,674.51 crore for 2019-20
from the revised estimate of
Rs 6,140.23 crore in 2018-19.

The segments where allo-
cations were cut for the cur-
rent fiscalinclude national in-
dustrial corridors, industrial
development of backward

speech said the government will
examine suggestions of further
opening up of FDI in aviation,
media ( AVGC - Animation,
Visual effects, Gaming and
Comics) and insurance sectors in
consultation with all the stake-
holders.

The minister has said 100 per
cent foreign direct investment
(FDI) will be permitted for insur-

and remote areas,and startup
India initiative.

However, allocations were
significantly enhanced forin-
tellectual property section to
Rs 300 crore from the revised
estimate of Rs 212 crore in
2018-19. Similarly, it was in-
creased toRs473 crore for the
Make in India initiative for
2019-20 from Rs 149 crore.

Make in India campaign,
which aims to transform the
country into a global manu-
facturing hub was launched
on September 25, 2014.

The budgetary allocations
for the commerce depart-
ment have been increased
marginally. PTI

ance intermediaries and local
sourcing norms will be eased for
FDIin single brand retail sector.

Further, the finance minister
proposed to provide additional
income tax deduction of Rs 1.5
lakh on the interest paid on loans
taken to purchase electric vehi-
cles as part of efforts to acceler-
ate adoption of eco-friendly mo-
bility solutions.

taxed at much higher rates than
they are being taxed in India. So,
this proposal will lead to a mar-
ginal increase for a certain class.
Whileitwilllead to some revenue
mobilisation, it won’t lead to a
huge revenue augmentation.

We have also tried to make
Aadhaar and PAN interchange-
able.Now, 22 crore PAN are linked
with Aadhaar but 120 crore
Aadhaar have been issued. In
India, the way our middle class is
expanding, they will need PAN for
various purposes. So, we are pro-
viding them convenience.

How much s the revenue loss
on account of lowering
corporate taxrate for those
with turnover between Rs 250
crore and Rs 400 crore?

It would be around Rs 3,000
crore.

Will this MDR benefit be
available only to businesses
with aturnover of over Rs 50
crore?

No, we have mandated it for
business over Rs 50 crore.
However, if alower turnover busi-
nessalso offersit, neither the busi-
ness, nor the merchant, nor the
customer will be charged MDR
(merchant discount rate). So, it is
optional for everyone. In the first
phase, we did not want to makeit
mandatory for all because we
have tolook into the ability of the
small business and small traders
and take care of that. Eventually,
he will also understand and do
that.

The affordable housing
benefit has been provided for
only one year as of now. Would
it be extended?

Ithas been introduced for two
purposes. First, is to help the mid-
dle class to buy homes and at the
same time to help developers
who have the inventory as it will
help them sell their unsold inven-
tory. We want (that)all the inven-
tory should get finished and there-
fore this limit hasbeen enhanced.
Whenever you give such conces-
sion, if you keep open ended, then
it will not be as much helpful as it
should be.

But the inventory levels in the
market may not be eligible, as
the houses there would be
much bigger than those that
have been allowed to qualify
for the same.

When the government gives
certain benefits, it wants them to
go to the targeted class. And thus
the signal given by the govern-
ment is that the developers
should construct more houses in
the affordable housing segment.
As for the existing inventory, that
problem has to be dealt by the in-
dustry. If very costly houses have
beenbuilt and they are not getting
sold, those who built them have
to deal with them.

While tax concessions have to
go to the targeted lot, others who
are not as deserving will have to
see their problems getting ad-
dressed through other means. I
am not saying that their problems
should not be addressed, but they
have to be addressed outside this
taxation system. There are other
modes of resolving their problem.

Tata Motors will lead
transition to e-mobility,
says Chandrasekaran

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 6

TATA MOTORS is committed to
leading the transition towards
electric mobility in the country
and it looks to closely work with
other group entities to create a vi-
able environment for green vehi-
cles, group chairman N
Chandrasekaran said.

Chandrasekaran in the Tata
Motors’ Annual Report for 2018-
19 said that electric vehicles are
necessary for India. “Your com-
pany is committed to take thelead
in this transition and work with
other companies in the Tata
ecosystem to help create a viable
environment to drive adoption of
electric vehicles,” he said in his
message to shareholders.

He, however, cautioned that
this transition has to be well
planned with the government
and industry working together to
ensure that ecosystem is devel-
oped, incentives are provided to
stimulate demand and sustain-
ability goals are achieved by im-
plementing emission norms
across the value chain.

‘WELL PLANNED
TRANSITION'

B The Tata Group
chairman cautioned
that transition to electric
vehicles has to be well
planned with the
government and
industry working
together to ensure that
ecosystem is developed

M He further said that
the next few years are
going to be decisive for
Tata Motors

In order to promote electric
mobility, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman announced
various measures in the Budget
yesterday, including Rs 1.5 lakh
additional income tax deduction
on loan taken to purchase EVs.

Elaborating on the overall
challenges before the auto major
going ahead, Chandrasekaran said
the next few years are going to be
decisive for Tata Motors.

Petrol price hiked by 12.45, diesel by X2.30 after tax hike

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 6

PETROLPRICE was Saturday hiked
by a minimum Rs 2.40 per litre
and diesel by Rs 2.36 after Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
raised taxes on the fuels to part-
fund her Budget for 2019-20.
Petrol price in Delhi was in-
creased by Rs 2.45 per litre to Rs
72.96 while the increase in
Mumbai was Rs 2.42 to Rs 78.57,
according toa price notification is-

sued by state-owned Indian Oil
Corp(IOC).

In Kolkata, petrol price went
up by Rs 2.40 toRs 75.15 and in
Chennai by Rs 2.57 toRs 75.76 a
litre.

Diesel price was hiked by Rs
2.36 per litre in Delhi to Rs 66.69
and by Rs 2.50 per litre in Mumbai
toRs 69.60.

Rates vary from state to state
depending upon the incidence of
local sales tax or VAT. Also prices
vary by a few paise at pumps op-
erated by other state-owned fuel

retailers, Bharat Petroleum Corp
Ltd (BPCL) and Hindustan
Petroleum Corp Ltd (HPCL).

Sitharaman had on Friday
raised excise duty and road and
infrastructure cess on petrol and
diesel by Rs 2 perlitre each toraise
Rs24,000-28,000 crore onanan-
nual basis.

Post considering local sales tax
or value-added tax (VAT), which
ischarged after adding central ex-
cise duty on base price, the in-
crease in pump rates was higher.

“Crude prices have softened

from their highs. This gives me a
room to review excise duty and
cesson petrol and diesel. I propose
to increase Special Additional
Excise duty and Road and
Infrastructure Cess eachby Rstwo
a litre on petrol and diesel,” she
said in her budget speech.

Before the tax increase, petrol
attracted total excise duty of Rs
1798 per litre (Rs 2.98 basic excise
duty,Rs 7 special additional excise
dutyand Rs 8 road and infrastruc-
ture cess). Now, this tax has gone
up toRs 19.98 alitre.

On diesel, a total of Rs 13.83
per litre excise duty was charged
(Rs4.83 basicexciseduty,Rs 1 spe-
cial additional excise duty and Rs
8 road and infrastructure cess).
Now, Rs 15.83 per litre is charged
as excise duty.

Ontop of these, VAT is charged
which varies from state to state. In
Delhi, VAT is levied at the rate of
27 per centon petrol and 16.75 per
centondiesel. InMumbai, VAT on
petrolis 26 per cent plusRs 712 a
litre additional tax while diesel at-
tracts 24 per cent sales tax.

TERMS BUDGET AS ‘UNCONVENTIONAL’

Not sure if every Budget
should have something

for middle class: NI'TI VC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

BUDGET 2019-20 has made a
clean break from the past by fo-
cusing on the big picture and
setting out a clear direction for
the Modi 2.0 government, NITI
Aayog vice chairman Rajiv
Kumar said Saturday.

Describing the Union Budget
2019-20 proposals unveiled by
India’s first full-time woman fi-
nance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman as “unconven-
tional”, Kumar said it has cov-
ered a very wide canvas in a bid
tolay down the roadmap for the
next 10 years.

On opposition parties’ criti-
cism that not enough has been
done for the middle class in this
year’s Budget, Kumar said in-
come tax rebate was provided
six months ago in the interim
Budget and such concessions
cannot be repeated all the time
due to fiscal constraints.

“On the middle class thing, I
am not sure whether every
Budget should have something
for the middle class.

“...you know six months ago,
your (middle class) exemption
levels were raised to Rs 5 lakhs,
but then why would you want
them to be done again now,” he
told PTI in an interview.

In the interim Budget earlier
this year, the Narendra Modi
government had exempted peo-
ple with earnings of up to Rs 5
lakh from payment of income
tax

“After all, the government
does need fiscal resources to un-
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dertake all the development
work that it is trying to do and
also to help the investors in
many ways. Because otherwise
you fritter away everything on
more and more handouts to the
middle class,” Kumar explained.

He said there have been very
strong efforts in this year’s
Budget to attract private invest-
ments and to create a feeling of
assurance within the investor
community.

“This Budget is an unconven-
tional Budget. The finance min-
ister focused much more on big-
ger picture than on the micro
nitty-gritty details, whichwas a
clean break from the past.

“..Itis setting out clear direc-
tion for Modi 2.0,” the NITI vice
chairman noted.

Answering questions on hike
in prices of petrol and diesel,
Kumar said it is not much in the
case of petrol and it will have
only marginal impact on infla-

“...thegovernment does
need fiscal resources to
undertakeall the
development work that
itistryingtodoandalso
to help theinvestorsin
many ways. Because
otherwise you fritter
away everythingon
more and more
handouts to middle
class”

RAJIVKUMAR
VICE CHAIRMAN, NITIAAYOG

tion as far as diesel is concerned.

The Modi 2.0 government’s
maiden Budget Friday hiked
petrol and diesel prices by Rs 2
per litre each.

Onincrease in customs duty
on gold to 12.5 per cent from 10
per cent, he said it is not a bad
idea and there is also a necessity
for the government to raise re-
sources.

“All excise (tax)is now gone...
Petrol and gold (demand) is nor-
mally considered to be more in-
elastic. So, raising the custom
duty on gold is not abad idea at
all,” Kumar pointed out.

He also said this year’s
Budget is understated in terms
of its revenue projections as well
as growth projections.

“This Budget is setting out a
roadmap for higher growth tra-
jectory for Indian economy to
reach at the $5 trillion target that
has been set out,” the NITI Aayog
vice chairman said.

INTERVIEW WITH MANAGING DIRECTOR & CEO, SYNDICATE BANK

70,000 crore will unleash

a growth capital ten times
.. of new bank borrowing’

MRUTYUNJAY MAHAPATRA,
MD and CEO of Syndicate Bank,
says that banks’ lendable re-
sources will be augmented by
Rs 7 lakh crore following the re-
capitalisation measure an-
nounced in the Budget. Inan in-
terview to GEORGE MATHEW,
Mahapatra said banks have not
slowed down NBFC lending.
Excerpts:

How will the Budget impact
the banking sector?

The government has reaf-
firmed its faith in PSU (public
sector undertaking) banks as
the drivers of growth in the
economy. Now the Rs 70,000
crore additional capital that has
been promised in the financial
year shows that the govern-
ment wants PSU banks to lead
the growth drivers. PSU banks
are supporting the NBFC (non-
banking financial companies)
sector as a systemically impor-
tant sector of the economy ... for
purchase of high-rated pooled
assets of financially sound
NBFCs (up to Rs one lakh crore),
the government will provide
one time six months’ partial
credit guarantee to public sec-
tor banks for first loss of up to
10 per cent. This will ease lig-
uidity and also mitigate the
risks perceived by the banking
sector. As PSU banks command
70 per cent of banking, keeping
this in mind, there’s some com-
monality of service and there
should be standardisation of
delivery. Through other meas-
ures for MSMEs (micro, small
and medium enterprises), af-
fordable housing and SHG (self
help group) funding, the gov-
ernment wants to drive the
growth economic programme
through the banking sector.

So do you think NBFCs will
come to normalcy with the
measures the government
announced?

We will have to watch and
see. They have set of illiquid as-
sets which are probably stuck
in many areas like housing,
construction financing and
small industries finance. They
will require some amount of
staying power. Through pool
purchases, they can sell pools

“Wherever IBC is there....
inthe UK orthe US, it has
taken three to five years
for the IBC to stabilise
and comeintoits form.
We’'re seeing a similar
cycle here,”

MRUTYUNJAY MAHAPATRA

and they can stay wherever
they want.

Will bank lending to NBFCs
will pick up now?

Bank lending to NBFCs has
never slowed down. Their lig-
uidity crisis is because mutual
funds were purchasing com-
mercial papers (CPs) of rated
NBFCs. That was pumping a lot
of liquidity into the sector.

After the mutual fund
sources dried up, suddenly the
CPs were not getting rolled over
... and the entire thing was
coming back to the banking
sector. It was not a question of
banks not lending, but their
major source of funding (mu-
tual funds) has dried up.

Do you think Rs 70,000 crore
recapitalisation is enough
for PSU banks?

Typically, tier-1 capital re-
quired is 9 per cent. So the Rs
70,000 crore will unleash a
growth capital ten times, Rs 7
lakh crore, of new bank bor-
rowing. That’ll be enough for
whatever is projected for the
growth.

Bankruptcy proceedings
under IBC are making slow
progress. Do you agree?

It’s a new law. Obviously,

when alaw is introduced, it will
be subjected to interpretations
and appeals. We have seen
NCLT (National Company Law
Tribunal), high court and
Supreme Court giving judg-
ments in the last one and a half
years. This is a normal stabili-
sation process in any economy.
Wherever IBC (Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code)is there... in
the UK or the US, it has taken
three to five years for the IBC to
stabilise and come into its form.
We’re seeing a similar cycle
here.

Have you been able to arrest
therising NPA levels?

NPAs (non-performing assets)
in the corporate side have bot-
tomed out. In some areas like
agriculture, it was coming up
because of debt waiver
schemes. Some MSMEs are also
showing stress. Hopefully,
there won’t be any new corpo-
rate NPAs.

Do you see uptick in credit
offtake?

Credit offtake in the first
quarter has been very moder-
ate. This is because the first
quarter generally waits for
monsoon and the Budget was
also not there. Now hopefully,
itwill pick up in the second and
third quarter.

Will there be further
monetary easing by the RBI
in the wake of the growth
slowdown?

The RBI has already cut the
(Repo) rate by 75 basis points.
When liquidity is a problem,
then easing of Repo rate will
help. When we are looking for
good assets to fund, liquidity is
not a big problem as of now.I'm
neutral about it (rate reduc-
tion).

Do you think rural
consumption will look up
now?

[ think it will. There’s a big
thrust in the Budget about ru-
ral development, affordable
housing, MSMEs interest rate
subvention, rural road and elec-
trification projects. There are
many initiatives oriented to-
wards the rural sector.
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Online Tenders are invited through e-Tendering System on the e-
Portal https://etenders.hry.nic.in from various Reputed
Organizations and Firms for Annual House Keeping Services for
HSIIDC Corporate Office Building in Sector-6, Panchkula as per
details given below:

Description of Work/ Earnest Money Tender Document

Items Deposit (EMD) Fee &
e-Tender Fee (Rs.)
House Keeping Services Rs. Rs. 6000/-
in HSIIDC 70,000/- (Rs. 5000/- + Rs. 1000/-)

Start Date & Time of Bid Preparation & Hash Submission
08.07.2019 from 11.00 Hrs.

Expiry Date & Time of Bid Preparation & Submission
19.07.2019 upto 17.00 Hrs.

The Tender Document containing detailed terms & conditions
of the Tender and various timelines to be adhered to by the
Intending Bidders can be downloaded from the Portal:
https://etenders.hry.nic.in.

Managing Director

DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF HEALTH Haryana State Industrial and

SERVICES Infrastructure Dev. Corpn. Ltd.
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND FAMILY R O iion: o1 1705500451 a5 Fax-0172.3500008
WELFARE E-mail: info@hsiidc.org.in, CIN: U29199HR1967SGC034545
GOVT. OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY " eiease through DIFR, Heryans
OF DELHI

F-17, KARKARDOOMA, DELHI-110032.
NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)
Ph. No.: 011-22309220

Email-ld: dirdhs@nic.in
The Director General Health Services, Directorate General of
Health Services, Department of Health and Family Welfare, Govt.
of NCT of Delhi invites online tenders from eligible service
providers for Qutsourcing of laboratory diagnostic services (Non
radiological) in AAMC, Polyclinics and Mobile Health Camps.

Tender ID Tender description Date & Time
Tender ID Bid Submission Start Date 22/06/2019 at 10:00 AM
NOiZ)?—IOS1 9_  Bid Submission End Date 15/07/2019 at 3:00 PM

~170650_1 Last date/time for 15/07/2019 at 3:00 PM
downloading of tender

Last date of submission of 15/07/2019 at 3:00 PM
EMD and completed bids

Online opening of 15/07/2019 at 3:30 PM

technical bids

It is informed that any corrigendum issued, if any, shall be
published on e-procurement web portal only. Further the Tenderer
/Bidder may see the details of Tender / EMD/ Security deposit etc.
of the Tender Enquiry Documents from the website
https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Sd/-

DIP/Shabdarth/0322/19-20 DGHS
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1sSA 122 (148,134, 2X6)

20 SPORT

vs PAK 14.0 (1138, 14X4, 3%6)

Icc WorLD Cupr 2019

MAY 30 To JuLy 14

ROHIT'S FAMOUS FIVE

isENG 102 (1098, 15%4)

ssB'DESH 104 (928, 7x4, 5x6)

Running out of adjectives

Imperious Sharma hits record-breaking fifth ton of Cup as India thrash Sri Lanka by seven wickets to end league phase on a high

EXPRESS ATWORLDCUP

SRIRAM VEERA
LEEDS, JULY 6

WHAT WOULD have been on India’s wish list
ahead of the last game before the semi-final?
KLRahul getting some runs, Ravindra Jadeja
picking up the pieces with his bowling, and
the middle-order coming good. The third
didn’t happen, rather they weren’t allowed to
get into the game, and so India decided to
throw in yet another hundred from Rohit
Sharma.

“Good space”. That’s Sharma’s favourite
go-to phrase in this world cup after every
hundred, five of them now in this tourna-
ment. He has used it umpteen times and that
phrase is self-evident but he did hint at
something at the end of the game. “Good
space is by doing so many things. It's per-
sonal, I don’t want to talk about it but it’s
working.” Some mysteries are best unex-
plained, especially when the results are so
awesome.

Only thing not good about Sharma’s in-
credible run-fest is the pessimistic worry
about law of averages. But then, without it,
India might well not have reached the semi-
final in the first place.

What are the other strands to pick up from
the game? Was it a shootout between Jadeja
and Kuldeep Yadav, on which one would play
alongside Yuzvendra Chahal in the knockout
game? If it was, then we have a winner. The
man who couldn’t hold himself back from re-
sponding to Sanjay Manjrejar’s criticisms.

Sharma was asked about it in the presser
and he talked about how it is up to individu-
als on how they want to react. He prefers
“Good space” and cut out all the background
noise but obviously not everybody is like it.
In fact, there is no need to be like it.

One of England’s greatest captains was
Nasser Hussain - and his whole career was
built on Jadeja-ism. For majority of his career
was about conflict.

“Either with myself or various people
and I have always used that conflict to get
the best out of myself. I would hear some-
thing lan Botham would say and think ‘lam
going to nail you for that Beefy! [ get a hun-
dred and make you eat your words. I was
quite abrasive.”

So, good space isn’t the only way for suc-
cess — other paths, perhaps less happy but
they do exist. One more Hussain quote after
he had ended his career. “I told my wife (that
he should perhaps have enjoyed his careera
bit more and not be in such conflict) but she
wasn't sure: ‘Maybe you wouldn’t have been
the player that you were,” she said.”

Accurate Jadeja

What matters is which Jadeja turned up

on the field. Luckily for India, it was his best
bowling self. For a man who has won Test
matches, and at times bowled better than
other spinnerson flat
tracks, he was spot-
on from the word go.
You can’teven say Sri
Lanka were dawdling
away as they did go
after Yadav. But they
couldn’t put Jadeja
away.

Ball after ball, he

‘Come out thinking I haven’t played any ODISs or scored any tons’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LEEDS,JULY 6

ROHIT SHARMA holds some jaw-dropping
records in ODI cricket, including most cen-
turies in a single World Cup with his fifth ton
of the ongoing edition in India’s last league
match here and he says discipline in his bat-
ting has played a part in his success.

Rohit Saturday became the first batsman
in the world to score five hundreds in a sin-
gle World Cup with a magnificent 103
against Sri Lanka, eclipsing former Lankan
captain Kumar Sangakkara’s earlier record
of most centuries in a single edition.

His fifth ton from nine matches took him
one more than Sangakkara, who has four
hundreds to his name during the 2015 edi-
tion. “There has to be some discipline as well
in your batting and I have learned that from
my past,” Rohit said after India beat Sri Lanka
by seven wickets on Saturday.

“What has happened has happened,
every day is a new day in cricket. I want to
start every day as a fresh day. [ come out
thinking I have not played any ODIs or scored
any hundreds in the tournament. That is the
mindset I want to get in and I keep telling my-
self that,” he added.

What matters is which Jadeja
turned up on the field. Luckily
for India, it was his best bowling
self. For aman who has won Test
matches, and at times bowled
better than other spinners on
flat tracks, he was spot-on from
the word go. Ball after ball, he
wheeled his arms across and it
was classic Jadeja all the way:
accurate, nagging, and
occasionally he slowed it up,
flighted, and let it grip and turn.

wheeled his arms across and it was classic
Jadeja all the way: accurate, nagging, and oc-
casionally he slowed it up, flighted, and let it
grip and turn. Kusal Mendis was left stranded
by a delivery that broke away and quick-gun
Dhoni’s hands whooshed away with a flour-
ish to stump him.

Jadeja’s first five overs went for just 12
runs and in his later spell he should have
picked up Angelo Mathews too but
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, who had an ordinary
day with the ball, fluffed a not-so-difficult
chance. In his next over, Jadeja really had him
again. Another well-flighted delivery that
dipped and Mathews miscued his hit. But the
leading edge carried over long-on. The cam-
era panned to Jadeja who had such a won-
derfully wry smile - perhaps at the state of
modern-day bats.

Bhuvneshwar’s bowlingwouldn’'tworry the
Indians so much as they do have Mohammad
Shami fit, ready,and has been India’s best new-
ball bowler. In case, they go with just two seam-
ers in the semi-final, that s.

Rahul century

Rahul’s hundred would probably give
them greater relief than perhaps even Jadeja,
forit’s difficult to think they would have been
too worried whether Jadeja could walk his
talk or not.

Rahul has been out of sorts in the recent
games and he would have been happy that
he ran into a Sri Lankan attack that lost its
steam once Lasith Malinga couldn’t conjure
up anything memorable in his last world cup
game. Except perhaps for the moment when
he took out Rahul.

It was a bouncer and Rahul started to go
down even as he swayed but it didn’t climb
as much, brushed his gloves enroute to the
wicketkeeper.

It's not clear whether Indian think tank
ever contemplated using Mayank Agarwal
as an opener and push down Rahul to No. 4
with Rishabh Pant to follow instead of Dinesh
Karthik. But with this hundred, Rahul might
have forced their hands.

Though its still a move that they would
do well to carefully ponder over. Nothing like
a compact steady batsman at no. 4 that al-
lows the others to follow that much freedom
and the likes of Kohli and Sharma to bat with-
out too much worry that everything hangs
on their blades.

Asked how he has been able to score big
in this tournament, Rohit said, “The shot se-
lection becomes important once you are in.
[ have to keep telling myself on what sort of
shotsIcan play on that pitch and what sort of
bowlers are bowling to me. I try and calcu-
late how I want to go forward based on that.
It has paid dividends so far,” said the 32-year-
old opening batsman who also holds the
record of maximum double centuries in ODI
cricket with three of them to his name.

He said his job was to win games for his
team and not going after milestones. “Not re-
ally, not thought about scoring five hundreds.
I just go out there and do my job. Not think-
ing about all these kind of milestones,” said
Rohit.

“I'know if I play well, all these things will
happen along the way. My job is to keep my
head straight and get my team to the finish-
ing line,” he said. “Although people around
me keep talking about the hundreds, but that
is the challenge as a sportsperson.”

Indian captain Virak Kohli said the team
did not expect this kind of scoreline heading
into the semifinals. “We wanted to play good
cricket. To be honest, we didn’t expect this
kind of scoreline heading into the semis. But
that’s what consistent performances and
hard work get you. Really proud and happy of

BRUSH STROKE

Rohit Sharma checks his shot against Isuru Udana’s slower ball and easily lofts it for a four. AP

Number of World Cup

centuries Rohit Sharma has

scored, this includes the five in
this edition. Rohit's other hundred
(137) was against Bangladesh in the
2015 World Cup at the MCG.

Sharma equalled Sachin

Tendulkar in the total number

of World Cup hundreds. Both
the Indians have six hundreds.
Tendulkar's six hundreds have come
from 44 innings, Rohit’s took just 16.

our team. Most amazing team to be a part
of,” he said.

Asked if the playing eleven for the knock-
outs is settled, he said, “More or less every-
thing is set. But we don’t want to be one di-
mensional, [ think the team that is more
flexible on the day has more chances of exe-
cuting what they want to. Obviously the di-
mensions and the pitches we play on will
matter alot. So we need a good balance in the
side and whatever combination provides us,
the balance we will go ahead with that. I re-
ally feel confident if we are batting first or
bowling first as we are covered with all di-
mensions. From that point of view we are
happy with where we are placed. It is just
about turning up on the semifinal day and
putting up a performance,” the captain added.

Asked about India’s semifinal opponent,
he said, “The opposition has never mattered.
We don’t focus on what the opposition brings
to the table. If we don’t play well anyone can
beat us and if we play well we can beat any-
one. The focus has to be within and we are
confident of our skill sets. We just want to go
out there in the semifinal and express our
skills and strengths as a team,” he said.

“So regardless of who we will play, we
want to play good cricket and get the result
our way.”

The number of runs Sharma
needs to overhaul Tendulkar's

MOST WORLD CUP TONS

No. Batsman Team Span tally of most runs in a single

6 RohitSharma India 2015-19 World Cup. He already scored 647 runs
i from nine matches, while the record

6  Tendulkar India 1992-2011 stands at 673.

5 Sangakkara Srilanka 2003-15

5  Ponting Australia 1996-2011 Number of hundreds Sharma

has scored in the past 12

months. No one in the history
has piled up 10 tons in a span of 365
days. He has made 2,063 runs in 34
innings in this period.

“There has to be some discipline
as wellinyour batting and | have
learned that from my past”
ROHIT SHARMA

Rohit Sharma and KL Rahul added 189 for the first wicket. AP
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isSL103 (948, 14x4, 2X6)

SCORECARD )
SLvsIND

Leeds | Toss: SriLanka

SRI LANKA 264/7 N 50 ov

D Karunaratne c Dhoni b Bumrah 10

(17b,2x4)
KPerera cDhonibBumrah 18(14b, 3x4)
A Fernando c Dhoni b Pandya 20 (21b, 4x4)

K Mendis st Dhoni b Jadeja 3(13b)
A Mathews c Sharma b Bumrah 113
(128b, 10x4, 2x6)

LThirimanne c Jadeja b Kuldeep 53
(68b, 4x4)

D de Silva not out 29 (36D, 1x4)
T Perera c Pandya b Kumar 2(3b)
I'Udana not out 1(1b)
M Extras: (b4,1b2,nb1,w8) 15

M Fall of wickets: 1-17 (Dimuth Karunaratne,
3.4 ov), 2-40 (Kusal Perera, 7.1 ov), 3-53 (Kusal
Mendis, 10.4 ov), 4-55 (Avishka Fernando, 11.4
ov), 5-179 (Lahiru Thirimanne, 37.5 ov), 6-253
(Angelo Mathews, 48.2 ov), 7-260 (Thisara
Perera, 49.2 ov)

M Bowling:
B Kumar 10-0-73-1
JBumrah 10-2-37-3
HPandya 10-0-50-1
RJadeja 10-0-40-1
Kuldeep Yadav 10-0-58-1
INDIA 265/31N 433 0v
KL Rahul c K Perera b Malinga m
(118b, 11x4, 1x6)
R Sharma c Mathews b Rajitha 103
(94b, 14x4, 2x6)
V Kohli not out 34 (41b, 3x4)
RPant Ibw b Udana 4(4b, 1x4)
H Pandya not out 7 (4b, 1x4)
M Extras: (Ib1,w 5) 6

M Fall of wickets; 1-189 (Rohit Sharma, 30.1 ov),
2-244 (KL Rahul, 40.6 ov), 3-253 (Rishabh Pant,
4160v)

H Bowling:

LMalinga 10-1-82-1
K Rajitha 8-0-47-1
IUdana 9.3-0-50-1
TPerera 10-0-34-0
D deSilva 6-0-51-0
M India won by 7 wickets

POINTS TABLE

Qind 9 7 1 0 0 15 +0.809
QAus 8 7 1 0 1 14 1
QEng 9 6 3 0 0 12 1152
QN2 9 5 3 0 1 11 0175
Pak 9 5 3 0 1 11 -043
SL 9 3 4 0 2 8 -0919
BAN 9 3 5 0 1 7 -041
SA° 8 2 5 0 1 5 -008
Wl 9 2 6 0 1 5 -0225
Afg 9 0 9 0 0 0 -1328

Table before the result of the Australia
versus South Africa game.

Faf leads SA to 325
for 6 vs Australia

Manchester: Skipper Faf Du Plessis hit
a fluent 100 and Rassie van der
Dussen raised a career-best 95 to
steer South Africa to a challenging
325 for six against Australia in their
last league stage World Cup match,
here Saturday. Aiming to sign off ona
high, South Africa elected to bat and
openers Aiden Markram (34) and
Quinton de Kock (52) came out with
positive intent.

Du Plessis and Van der Dussen carried
forward the good work on a batting
friendly pitch with their 151-run
stand for the third wicket and in the
process, the South African skipper
raised his 12th ODI century.

After taking some time, Du Plessis
worked the ball around nicely in the
middle overs while Van der Dussen
shifted gears in the latter stage of the
innings. Du Plessis' 100 came off 94
balls with seven fours and two sixes.

PTI
BRIEF SCORES: South Africa 325 for
6in 50 ovs (Faf du Plessis 100, Van der
Dussen 95, Quinton De Kock 52; M
Starc 2/59, N Lyon 2/53).
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WAIT FOR THE HOLDING LINE

CHRIS GAYLE wants a farewell Test. He has-
n't played one in five years. Chris Gayle
wants to please the audience one last time.
He hasn't this World Cup.

Except a flicker of brilliance here and
there, he haslooked every bitaman whose
best days are far behind him. He could still
pull the crowd with his on-field theatrics-
-the other day, he did push-ups on the
ground, wore fancy specs and obliged self-
ies. He continues to entertain, not with the
bat though.

Celebrated a figure as he is in the
Caribbean, their media is not so sentimen-
tal about him over-staying. Barbados Today,
in a typically scathing piece titled "Gayle
unretired" blared their displeasure: "It's
clear that he's past his prime, which was
evident throughout the World Cup. Sowhy
should he waste the chance of another
youngster? The future of West Indies bat-
ting is the Hetmyer-Hope-Pooran axis. And
we had just beaten England at home. And
we are rebuilding. So why would the selec-
tors entertain him?"

They also weaved in the Shivnarine
Chanderpaul thread: "He was the best
player of a generation, but he got nothing.
So why should Gayle? He's a great bats-
man, one of the finest from the islands, but
he doesn't deserve what Chanderpaul did-
n't. Notin this kind of form." Facts only vin-
dicate their argument, as he managed only
242 runs at an average of 30 in eight out-
ings.

Even the strike rate was not quite Gayle-
esque (88.32). Aggravating his crime, he
played a slew of horrendous strokes at the
wrong time. Like against New Zealand,
when they were cruising.

Watching him struggle itself was a
struggle. As Guardian's Andy Bull languidly
writes: "According to the official statistics
Chris Gayle is 188cm tall. These days, when
he bends down to touch his toes he seems
to feel every last one of them. Gayle made
a dip in their direction right before he
stepped over the boundary rope at the
Hampshire Bowl on Friday, the idle stretch
of aman only lately out of bed and getting
ready for the day ahead. It was his last half-
hearted gesture towards a warm-up before
beginning his 521st international innings
for West Indies and his last against England
unless the two teams play again in the
knockout rounds of this World Cup."

He could only sigh as Gayle wasted an
eternity to rekindle his touch, with Gayle
blowing cold: "Every day seems to be alive
with possibility for Gayle, rich with the
promise of more fours and sixes. Once he fi-
nally getsintoit, thatis. It seems to take him
longer and longer. He sometimes starts
them so slowly it is as if he is still getting
ready for play when it is already under
way."

Jamaica Gleaner, the newspaper pub-
lished from his hometown Kingston, re-
sorts to sarcasm: "The Caribbean Premier
League is round the corner. It's better that
he gets a farewell match there. That's the
real Universe of the Boss. But he'll hang
around in those leagues for a few more
years. So he will get several farewells, from
all the leagues he has entertained,” he says.

His own captain Jason Holder was
shocked when Gayle retracted his retire-
ment decision—the World Cup was sup-
posed tobe hislast. "He didn't really say any-
thingin the dressing room," he said, his face
awash with surprise. But soon he struck a
diplomatic line: “It's good to have Chris
around. He's got alot to offer still. Hopefully,
his body can hold up. Hopefully, he can be
on the field a bit longer for West Indies."

But Michael Holding has the last word:
"I didn't know when Chris became the
chairman of selectors!"

ICC WorLD Cup 21

I WORLD CUP o 10 COUNTRIES ¢ 1000 OPINIONS

Stuff nightmares are made of

Deep disappointment and unfulfilled promises lay at the heart of these failed campaigns at the World Cup - South Africa, West Indies, Sri Lanka.
The Indian Express looks at the immersive ruminations that these colossal Cup exits evoked

MAROONED

Chris Gayle managed only 242 runs at an average of 30 in the World Cup. The Caribbean media has not been sentimental about his overstay. Reuters

KAGISO'S SO-SO SHOW

Earlier this year, in January to be precise,
Ottis Gibson wondered if Kagiso Rabada
could bowl 145kph while operating at 60
per cent, how quick would he be if the
pacer exploited his full potential. It was
an attempt to deflect concerns over
Rabada being over-worked in the run-up
to the World Cup. Now, as South Africa
endure their worst World Cup ever, the
questions over Rabada's fitness are
being raised again.

Gibson tried to portray a rosy picture
but, according to the national media, red
lights had started to flash. "The Proteas
have blamed the Indian Premier League for
Kagiso Rabada's cricket ability last week.
Maybe they should look within themselves
first,” writes Leighton Koopman in
Afrikaans-language daily Beeld.

The piece is more sympathising in
tone rather than scathing but does not
spare Rabada for his failures and Gibson
for not being able to protect the team's
best bowler. Rabada has averaged
one wicket a match in the eight games
South Africa have played so far at an av-
erage of 42.62.

These are far from flattering numbers
for someone who was supposed to spear-
head the team's bowling attack. But more
than being out of form, Rabada's tiredness
is seen as a bigger problem.

"A few months before the World Cup
cricket, the fast-paced sensation for the first
time since making his debut in 2016 said
he felt tired. The 265 overs over the past six

Kagiso Rabada and Kusal Perera had underwhelming World Cups. AP

months (in only international matches fol-
lowing the World Cup match against Sri
Lanka) show how much he bowled. And it
doesn't eveninclude his shifts in this year's
Indian Premier League (IPL). That statistic
raises the question: Should Proteas coach
Ottis Gibson not have given Rabada a
proper rest long ago?"

The report quotes legendary West
Indies bowler Michael Holding as saying
that Proteas should not overburden him.
"It canbe argued that he is the best bowler
in the team and they need him. But should
you not wrap your special players in cot-
ton wool, especially before a big tourna-
ment like the World Cup?”

KUSAL VOLCANO DOESN'T ERUPT

SriLankadidn’tenter the World Cup asone of
the favourites to make the semifinals. The
team lacked star power as the names com-
prising it fall more in the journeymen cate-
gory. Tomake amark, Sri Lanka needed their
youngsters to rise to the occasion. It’s here
they fell short. Kusal Mendis was one of the
bigger disappointments. Insixinnings in the
middle order, he managed just 140 runs at
23.33.He was one of the reasons the Lankan
batting failed to fire when it mattered. Even
coach Chandika Hathurusingha was unim-
pressed. “I was expecting a better World Cup
from him. Whenever he got a start not con-

Mixed feelings for coach Arthur as Pakistan bow out

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON, JULY 6

PAKISTAN COACH Mickey Arthur admitted
his side's failed World Cup campaign left him
with mixed feeling as they crashed out de-
spite beating Bangladesh by 94 runs.
Toreach the semi-finals, Pakistan needed
to rewrite the record books with the biggest
margin of victory in a one-day international.
But they came up short as their 315-9
meant Bangladesh had to be bowled out for
just eight at Lord's. That impossible task was
quickly put to bed as Bangladesh reached eight
runsin the second over, allowing New Zealand
to join Australia, India and England into the
semi-finals. Pakistan secured 11 pointsin nine
games, as many as New Zealand scored, but
were ousted on an inferior net run-rate.
Arthur, whose contract with Pakistan

ends after the tournament, said it was a dis-
appointing conclusion to a campaign that
had plenty of highs and lows.
"Ithasn'tended as we would have liked to
have ended it.It's been a campaign of ifs and
buts," Arthur told reporters. “If we have alook
through our first five games and we have a
look through our last five, it's a campaign of
two halves, which has been disappointing.”
Pakistan had just one win, against hosts
England, from five games with three defeats,
including aloss to archrivals India, and a no-
result. They staged a comeback by winning
the next four games but still failed to qualify.
Arthur said the task of achieving a huge
win against Bangladesh was targeted at the
start but became impossible due to the slow-
ness of the pitch.
"I'dbelyingifIsaid it wasn't a discussion.
We won the toss, which was a good start.
Getting 400 is a platform. The message we

got from Fakhar (Zaman) when he came back
in the change room was it was slow and
tough to score,” Arthur said.

Arthur admitted a seven-wicket defeat
against the West Indies in the first game hurt
his team badly. "If we go back, the West Indies
game, the first game of the tournament, when
you lose like we lost, it's almost impossible to
get back on net run rate, that was disappoint-
ing," said Arthur. Arthur labelled his team's
wins over semi-finalists England and New
Zealand as the main highlights.

"It's nice to sit here and know we've beaten
two of those top four teams during our cam-
paign, which shows we are not a mile off in
terms of where we are as a cricket team,” he
said. Arthur praised Pakistan skipper Sarfaraz
Ahmed for helping the resurgence after being
severely criticised for the India defeat.

"Imustsay thatI'd just like to credit the cap-
tain, Sarfaraz. What he was exposed to after

the Indian game was atrocious as a Pakistan
cricket captain, as any captain of any cricket
team," he said. "The way he held his compo-
sure, the way he led from the front, the way his
work ethic never, ever changed. I think he's
beenaninspiration to that dressing room, and
[think Sarfaraz deservesalot of credit for this."
The Pakistan team is scheduled to return
home from the UK on Sunday morning and
captain Sarfaraz Ahmed along with a few other
players are set to face the media. While Sarfaraz
will face the media on Sunday afternoon here,
the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) has also or-
ganised press conferences of other players in-
cluding Babar Azam, Imad Wasim, Imam-ul-
Haq and Shadab Khan in Rawalpindi and
Lahore. The PCB also announced on Saturday
that a few senior players — Wahab Riaz,
Muhammad Hafeez, Muhammad Aamir, and
Shoaib Malik — will not be returning with the
team as they have stayed back in England.

verting them was disappointing,” said
Hathurusingha.

“We all get disappointed due to the po-
tential he is showing. People who are watch-
ing will be disappointed with him because
heis so easy to watch. He is maturing quickly.
I chat to him frequently on building an in-
nings and going through phases. You have
toalso understand that heis taking lot of bur-
den for the team,” he told Daily News, refer-
ring to the lack of class. “We don’'t have expe-
rienced batters like it was the case in the past.
The most experienced that we have is
Angelo (Mathews). Earlier people like
Kumar, Mahela and Dilshan handled the
mentally tricky period. Kusal is not matured
to handle at the moment.”

What will gall Sri Lanka even more,
given their history and tradition, is that they
hardly had a spinner who could worry the
opposition on a regular basis. The likes of
Dananjaya de Silva, Jeevan Mendis and

Jeffrey Vandersay can’t be compared with
Muttiah Muralitharan and Rangana Herath.

“InVandersay’s case, the problem s he
looks good in Sri Lanka and bowls pretty
wellin provincial matches and evenin the
nets, but if you put him in a match, under
pressure he is bowling short balls and full
tosses. Jeevan is an experienced cam-
paigner but he hasn’t lived up to his poten-
tial,” chief selector Ashantha de Mel told
the paper.

“It is not easy business to spin on these
surfaces with small boundaries... but in gen-
eral I am disappointed with Jeevan and
Vandersay. There aren’t very many spinners
around also. Who are the spinners we have?”

ROCKBOTTOM'S DEEP AND WIDE

The World Cup has been a big disappoint-
ment for South Africa, but the players do
not owe an apology to the fans back home,
cricket correspondent Daniel Gallan
wrote in an Opinion piece on EWN (EYE-
WITNESS NEWS). According to him, this
might not even be the rock bottom.

“... Failure on the field is an embarrass-
ment and so an explanation was ex-
pected. This was evidenced again a few
weeks later when JP Duminy apologised
to the people back home - that fractured
cluster of over 54 million who speak over
nine different languages and encompass
at least five broad racial groups - and
wanted them to know just how much the
team were thinking of them,” the piece
mentioned. It went on: “But here’s the
thing. I don’t believe they do owe us an
apology. Unless the Proteas deliberately
tried to lose or weren’t bothered with try-
ing their best — both of which 1 do not be-
lieve to be the case - then an apology for
poor performances was a commendable
but wholly unnecessary response.”

The writer claimed that political par-
ties — Democratic Alliance (DA) and
Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) - rather
owe an apology to South African people.
“You know who owes South Africa an apol-
ogy? The leaders of the DA for deciding to
fine homeless people up toR1,500 for hav-
ing the temerity to sleep on the street. Or
the leaders of the EFF whose Cape Town
trashrevealed a wild weekend in a foreign-
owned flat filled with rivers of expensive
champagne and the remnants of used con-
doms, underlining the hypocrisy in their
empty promises of economic equality.”

Coming back to cricket, the writer pre-
dicted that things might become even
worse for the Proteas. “... given the largely
pessimistic view of the domestic set-up, the
troubles between Cricket South Africaand
the player’s union, and the ever-looming
presence of another Kolpak exodus, South
African cricket fans were waking up to the
realisation that this sorry World Cup cam-
paign might not represent rock bottom.”

BITTER END RUSSELL

Less than a month before the World Cup,
Andre Russell lit up the Indian Premier
League. The eventual man of the series
scored 510 runs — the most for his Kolkata
Knight Riders team — and took 11 wickets
over the 14 matches he played.

There was hope that the 31-year-old
would carry that form with him for the West
Indies’ challenge at the World Cup but the
Jamaican carried over the knee injury that
he had been carrying "for the last couple of
years." He could play only four matches for
the Windies, taking five wickets and scor-
ing a measly 36 runs over three innings.
Eventually, the injury got the better of him,
and he was ruled out of the World Cup.

“We all knew of his knee problems be-
fore he came into the tournament, and we
felt he brought an X factor, not only in his
bowling, butin his batting," West Indies as-
sistant coach Roddy Estwick told The
Jamaican Observer. “He hasn't really fired
with the bat, but he keeps trying, and that's
one thing you can credit him for, that he's
out there giving a 100 per cent for the team.
He's bitterly disappointed right now."

The question though remains, if the
team management knew the player was
suffering from the injury, and that he was
not performing the way he had been a
month back, why was he still picked? The
other question is, would the Windies
have been better off without Russell? Not
that the veteran managed to do anything
significant for his team. This World Cup
was short lived for Russell, and one he'd
like to forget.

It was incredible; Shaheen
on his six-wicket haul

London: HE ENTERED the record books with a
six-wicket haul against Bangladesh in the
World Cup and young Pakistan speedstar
Shaheen Afridi said it was "incredible" to
achieve the feat at Lord's here.

Afridi became the youngest ever bowler at
19yearsand 90 days to claim a five-wicket haul
in the World Cup when his six for 35 helped
Pakistan dismiss Bangladesh for 221 and notch
up a 94-run winin their last outing,

"I'm so happy with performance and tak-
ing six wickets is incredible," said Shaheen,
who also became the first Pakistan bowler
to take six wickets in the World Cup. "It
means so much to have this record when you
think of all the legends of Pakistan cricket. To
be able to take six wickets at Lord's is a very
big moment for me and my family, it's the
Home of Cricket and a very special place.

"We've played such good cricket in the last
four matches and it's disappointing it's now
over. This is my first World Cup, and the same
forother players too, that is very good news for
the future.” The 1992 champions missed out
on the knockout stage due to their net run-rate
which was less than New Zealand, who qual-
ified as the fourth semifinalist.

“The Australia defeat hurts me alot. Iwas
set and playing well. I should have won that
match for Pakistan," said Imam Ul-Haq, who
scored a run-a-ball 100 against Bangladesh.

"We lost four quick wickets and I think I
should have won that game and we would
have beaten a big team in the World Cup. I
had starts but couldn't score big. I am very
young sol have learned alot. What mistakes
I have committed; I have learned from them
and I am sure that will help me." PTI
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Indiabegin title
defence

Buoyed by the promising
start under newly appointed
coach Igor Stimac, India will
begin the defence of their
Intercontinental Cup when
they take on Tajikistan today.
The four-nation tournament
alsoincludes Syriaand North
Korea. All teams will be play-
ingeach otheronce, withthe
top two teams making it to
the final, slated for July 17.

Afsalbags
800mgold

Indian track and field athletes
won six medals, including
three gold, on the first day of
the Qasanov Memorial Meet
here on Saturday.
Mohammed Afsal won the
men's 800m gold in a good

season's best of 1:49.01
which he had clocked in
February at India GP.
Gagandeep added another
gold in men's discus throw
with a best effort of 52.39m,
whichisamediocre result by
any standard. Senthil took sil-
ver with a49.54m throw.

Kashyapin
Canadasemis

Former Commonwealth
Games champion Parupalli
Kashyap produced another
gutsy performance to enter
the men's singles semifinals
at the USD 75,000 Canada
Open Super 100 tournament
here. Sixth seed Kashyap, a
former World top 10 player,
outwitted France's Lucas
Claerbout 12-2123-2124-22
in a quarterfinal lasting an
hour and 16 minutes.
Kashyap next faces Chinese

time of one minute49.12 sec-
onds, just missing out on his

Taipei's Wang Tzu Wei, who
is seeded fourth. PTI

Maharashtra State Council of Educational
Research and Training (Academic Authority), Pune

School Education and Sports Department,
Government of Maharashtra

Invitation for Expression of Interest (EOI) from leading
media companies to broadcast recorded lectures on
their free to air channel at no cost to School
Education and Sports Department.

MSCERT plans to appoint media company who shall
broadcast training lectures on a free to air DTH channel
for free of cost. Duration for the every session will be of
60 minutes per subject i.e. for Class 2nd total duration
of session will be of 15 hrs. (900 Minutes) and for class
11th the total duration will be 58 hrs.( 3480 Minutes)
Schedule for broadcasting these recorded lectures will
be shared with the media company once it is boarded
for the project.

Expression of Interest format: The format for the
Expression of Interest can be downloaded from
https://mahatenders.gov.in under organization name
Maharashtra Academic Authority, Pune. Director,
MSCERT, Pune reserves the right to accept or reject
any expression of interest and to annul the selection
process at any time, without incurring any liability and
without assigning any reason thereof. For more info you
can write to curriculumdept@maa.ac.in .

Last Date to accept EOI is 10th July 2019.

Mr. Vishal Solanki I1AS
Director, Maharashtra State Council of Educational
Research and Training (Academic Authority), Pune and

Commissioner (Education), Maharashtra State, Pune
(dgipr/2019-2020/1117)
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Gauff comes back from a set down to continue dream run

AFP/REUTERS
JULY6

FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLD sensation
Coco Gauff's magical Wimbledon
journey continued when the
American youngster saved two
match points to reach the last 16.
Gauff, ranked 313 and who
came through qualifying, battled
back from2-5downin the second

set and held her nerve when
Slovenian opponent Polona
Hercog clawed her way to 4-4
from 1-4in the decider.

THe matchended, 3-67-67-5
in Gauff's favour.

Her reward is a fourth round
clash on 'Manic Monday' against
former world number one and ex-
French Open champion Simona
Halep. Gauff'sdramaticvictory on
an enthralled Centre Court over-

shadowed Novak Djokovic's pas-
sagetothelast 16 forthe 12th time.
The four-time champion is one of
just four top 10 seeds left in the
tournament along with Roger
Federer, Rafael Nadal and Kei
Nishikori.

Federer, Nadal win

Roger Federer kept tennis stat-
isticians on their toes on Saturday
as he mopped up a few more
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records by trampling all over Lucas
Pouille'sdreamsinarip-roaring 7-
5 6-2 7-6(4) win to reach the
fourth round of Wimbledon.
World number two Rafa Nadal
was in ruthless form on Centre
Court on Saturday as he marched
into the fourth round at
Wimbledon with a 6-2 6-3 6-2
rout of France's Jo-Wilfried Tsonga.
SATURDAY’S KEY RESULTS:

Men's Singles (Rd 3)- Tennys

Sandgren, United States, def. Fabio
Fognini (12),Italy, 6-3,7-6(12), 6-
3. Rafael Nadal (3), Spain, def. Jo-
Wilfried Tsonga, France, 6-2, 6-3,
6-2. Kei Nishikori (8), Japan, def.
Steve Johnson, United States, 6-4,
6-3,6-2.

Women'sSingles- Ashleigh Barty
(1), Australia, def. Harriet Dart,
Britain, 6-1, 6-1. Alison Riske,
United States, def. Belinda Bencic
(13), Switzerland, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Serena Williams (11), United
States, def. Julia Goerges (18),
Germany, 6-3, 6-4. Carla Suarez-
Navarro (30), Spain, def. Lauren
Davis, United States, 6-3, 6-3.
Barbora Strycova, Czech Republic,
def. Kiki Bertens (4), Netherlands,
7-5, 6-1. Johanna Konta (19),
Britain, def. Sloane Stephens (9),
United States, 3-6,6-4, 6-1. Petra
Kvitova (6), Czech Republic, def.
Magda Linette, Poland, 6-3, 6-2.



