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BJP TELLS CHIEF MINISTER TO STEP DOWN, SAYS HE HAS LOST MAJORITY

Make or break moment in Karnataka: Coalition
ministers resign to allow reshuffle, stay afloat

Two Independents resign as ministers; Kumaraswamy tries to save his government, says no fear

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, JULY 8

AS TWO Independent MLAs
resigned as ministers and with-
drew support from the ruling
Congress-JD(S) coalition in
Karnataka, all 30 ministers of the
two parties resigned “voluntar-
ily” Monday to allow a Cabinet
reshuffle in a desperate bid to
accommodate disgruntled
legislators and pull the alliance
back from the brink of collapse.

The exit of Independent
MLAs H Nagesh and R Shankar,
inducted into the Cabinet on
June 14 to bolster numbers, re-
duced the coalition’s strength to
104 after 13 MLAs, 10 Congress
and 3 JD(S), resigned Saturday.
The coalition now comprises 69
Congress MLAs, 34 ]D(S)and one
BSP MLA compared to the BJP’s
107 (105 plus two Independents)
in the 224-member House.

Both Independents left for
Mumbai to join 14 other rebel
MLAs at a hotel where the Youth

Lost job for probing
train delay, magistrate
reinstated 12 yrs later

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

IT WAS to be just another day of
work for Mintu Mallick as he
waited for a Kolkata local train at
the Lake Gardens railway station
toreach Sealdah on May 5, 2007.
A magistrate in Sealdah, he also
held additional charge of the rail-
ways.

But the Budge Budge to
Sealdah local was late that day
and it changed Mallick’s life.

As the railway magistrate,
Mallick decided to take the offi-
cials to task and remedy the sit-
uation. However, what followed
was not the train running on
time but protests against him,
and being compulsorily retired
from service.

Last week, after 12 years, the

Let Cong have
interim chief, 4
young deputies:
Karan Singh

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

TWO DAYS after Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh
demanded that a young leader
should take over the reins of the
Congress, another veteran spoke
out Monday
but offered a
different solu-
tion to the
leadership cri-
sisin the party.
Karan

Singh, who has
worked with
four genera-
tions of leaders
from the
Nehru-Gandhi
family, called
for the appointment of an
interim president at the earliest
to be assisted by four young
working presidents or vice pres-
idents. Singh is likely to meet for-
mer Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh Tuesday with his proposal.
There has been intense
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

‘Aghast over
confusion...

can’tjustsit
around’

Hope the
trainison
time now,
says Mallick

Calcutta High Court reinstated
Mallick and said he was wrongly
dismissed from service. The High
Court also lauded his intentions
evenas it concluded that he had
exceeded his jurisdiction.

“This judicial officer foolishly
thought that he could single-
handedly take on the smuggler
mafia,” the High Court said inits
verdict on July 4.

While waiting for the train
that May day in 2007, Mallick
spoke to several passengers
about why trains were invariably

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

JD(S) MLAs leave a Bengaluru hotel for a resort on the city

outskirts Monday evening. PTI

Congress staged protests. Hours
later, the MLAs were flown to a
resort in Goa, according to BJP
sources.

The effect of the mass resig-
nations — 21 Congress and nine
JD(S) ministers — will become
clear Tuesday when a Congress
legislature party (CLP) meeting
is set to be held and the rebels are
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Author Amish Tripathi with The Indian Express Deputy Editor Seema Chishti and Associate
Editor Paromita Chakrabarti at the Express Adda in New Delhi on Monday. Neeraj Priyadarshi

With financial probes overlapping,
Ministry seeks one lead agency

ANILSASI
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE CORPORATE Affairs
Ministry has made a pitch for the
need to establish a lead agency
for investigations in financial
sectors where multiple agencies
have overlapping roles.

Citing repeated instances of
multiple agencies — Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
Enforcement Directorate (ED),

Economic Offences Wing of state
governments and Serious Fraud
Investigation Office (SFIO) —
simultaneously investigating the
same set of cases, the Ministry
has said this results in the agency
that moves first seizing all books
of accounts and keeping all in-
formation collected to itself.
While this recommendation
by the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs has been made specifi-
cally for Unregulated Deposit
Schemes (prize chits and money

circulation schemes), indications
are that in high-profile cases in
other sectors, such as the Punjab
National Bank fraud case, multi-
ple agencies ended up investi-
gating the case centred around
the public sector bank’s Brady
House branch.
Speaking to The Indian Express,
a government official said the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs, at
the highest level, has made a
strong pitch for designating alead
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Big guns fall silent on LoC, dip in
intensity of ceasefire violations

SUSHANT SINGH
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

FOR NEARLY three months now,
the Line of Control (LoC) be-
tween India and Pakistan has
seenasharp decline in the inten-
sity of ceasefire violations, with
use of high calibre weapons, in-
cluding artillery guns, coming to
a halt. Government officials sug-

gest thatitis due to “induced be-
havioural change” in the
Pakistan Army, following the
Balakot air strike by the Indian
Air Force.

Even though the number of
ceasefire violations have only
come down from 267 in March
to 181 inJune, the bigger shift has
been in the way both sides have
chosen to desist from any

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

VIOLATIONSIN 2019

January 203
February 215
March 267
April 234
May 221
June 181

29 dead as UP
bus falls into
canal on
Yamuna
Expressway

AMILBHATNAGAR,
SUKRITABARUAH
& SOMYA LAKHANI
AGRA,JULY 8

TWENTY-NINE PEOPLE died and
23 others were injured after a UP
state transport bus travelling
from Lucknow fell into a canal on
the Yamuna Expressway, about
230 km from New Delhi, early
Monday morning. Many of those
killed are believed to have
drowned in the canal, officials
said.

The cause of the accident is
yet to be ascertained, but officials
suspect the driver allegedly fell
asleep at the wheel. The Uttar
Pradesh State Road Transport
Corporation (UPSRTC) vehicle,
registered at Awadh Bus Depot,
had 54 people, including the
driver and conductor, on board
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Behind so many Indian faces in stands: Priority
for ICC-linked fan groups, sheer desperation

EXPRESS ATWORLDCUP

SRIRAM VEERA
MANCHESTER, JULY 8

AS INDIA take on New Zealand
in the World Cup semifinal at
Manchester Tuesday, the ques-
tion thatis most likely to pop up,
once again, in the minds of mil-
lions watching on TV is this:
Why are there so many Indians

fans at the stadium in England?

The answer, possibly, liesina
meeting at Lord’s two years ago,
just before the Champions
Trophy, when Indian cricket fan
group Bharat Army’s founder
Rakesh Patel met Steve Elworthy,
the ICC’s in-charge for fan expe-
rience. Patel recalls telling
Elworthy that his group can of-
fer that “experience” at the stadi-
ums. “We can doit, none of your
current partners can offer it,”
Patel says he told the ICC official.

Elworthy was interested and
the Bharat Army mustered 1,500
fans for that tournament. At this
World Cup, the Bharat Army was
drafted as the official travelling
and tours partners — along with

Fans at India’s match against West Indies at Old Trafford on
June 27. Bharat Army promised ICC a ‘fan experience’. AP

the other big Indian group,
Fanatics, which even sponsors
the official broadcasters’ jerseys.

Both have sold at least 11,000
tickets eachin the league stages.
Thereis a ballot systemin the

ticketing process, and any fan
can apply, although luck plays a
part. But for official fan groups,
who are the ICC’s partners, the
benefitis a “priority link”.  "Itis
a URLthat we send to our mem-
bers. We get better chances in
the ballot. This link is also avail-
able for football games in sport-
ing events in the UK,” says Patel.
The first wave of fans that
came through these organised
groups was for India’s first four
matches that culminated with
the game against Pakistan. The
second wave began with the
match against England the
previous weekend.
"Theballot is opened for us
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Budget blues, US job
data tank market
793 pts, worst loss in
single day this year

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

THE EDITORIAL PAGE

GEO-ECONOMICS OF

THE UNION BUDGET

BY SANJAYA BARU
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ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 8

THE STOCK markets took a
heavy beating Monday with the
benchmark BSE Sensex plum-
meting 793 points, or two per
cent, its biggest single-day loss
in 2019 so far, as a combination
of Union Budget proposals and a
global selloff triggered a selling
spree.

While the fall in benchmark
indices was broadly in line with
other Asian peers, which slid on
strong US jobs data, the central
government’s move to tax share
buybacks, raise tax on the super
rich and hike minimum public
shareholding in listed compa-
nies further disappointed
domestic investors.

The Sensex plunged 907
points in the intra-day trade be-
fore closing at 38,720.57 points
with aloss of 792.82 points, tak-
ing the total loss to 1,188 points
after the Budget presentation.
The broader Nifty of the NSE
tanked 252.55 points, or 2.14 per
cent, to close at 11,558.60 points.

Global shares were ina muted
mood Monday after strong US job

Taxmoves add
toslide

WITH THE BSE Sensex
tanking over 790 points,
the benchmark index
has lost over 1,100 points
after Friday’s Budget.
The government’s move
to tax share buybacks
and hike minimum pub-
lic shareholding in listed
companies are among
the reasons that have
impacted domestic in-
vestor sentiment.

gains tempered expectations that
the Federal Reserve will deliver a
large rate cut.

Analysts said the govern-
ment’s proposal to raise the tax
burden on the ultra-rich could
also affect foreign funds that are

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Pragya’s motorcycle,
used in Malegaon blast,
brought to trial court

SADAF MODAK
MUMBAI, JULY 8

THE LML Freedom motorcycle,
allegedly used to plant explo-
sives for a blastin Malegaon that
killed six persons and injured
101 on September 29, 2008,
made its first appearance before
the trial court Monday.
Registered in the name of ac-
cused Pragya Singh Thakur, who
is out on bail and has since been
elected BJP MP from Bhopal, the
motorcycle was found inadam-
aged condition at the blast site.
The witness, who had con-
ducted the spot panchnama,

The September 29, 2008
blast killed six, injured 101

identified two motorcycles — an
LML Freedom and a Honda
Unicorn — and five bicycles
shown to him Monday as the
same that he had seen at the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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MAINPURI ABDUCTION, GANGRAPE COMPLAINT

Attempt to murder
case against 4 cops

MANISH SAHU
MAINPURI, JULY 8

AN ATTEMPT to murder case
was filed on Monday against the
Station Officer (SO) of Bichhwan
in Mainpuri district, who was
earlier suspended for allegedly
torturing a 41-year-old Dalit
man. The man had complained
that his wife was “abducted”
from Aligarh-Kanpur highway
by three unidentified men on
Friday night.

Besides Station Officer Rajesh
Pal Singh, the FIR names three
unidentifed constables. Earlier,
constables Krishnaveer and
Chhatrapati had been suspended.

The woman had alleged that
the three abductors raped her;
the police had earlier said med-
ical examination did not hold up
the charge of sexual assault.

On Monday, the police took
her to a medical college in Agra
for further medical examination
by a panel of doctors to get a de-
tailed opinion on the alleged sex-
ual assault.

“A case on charges of IPC
Sections 307 (attempt to mur-
der), 323 (voluntarily causing
hurt)and 504 (intentional insult
with intent to provoke breach of
the peace) and also under SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act has
been lodged against the sus-
pended station and the three
constables,” Shiv Singh Chauhan,
SHO of Kurawali Police
Station,said.

The police said that after the
case was lodged, SO Singh and
constables Krishnaveer and
Chhatrapati went absconding.

SP (Mainpuri) Ajai Shankar
Rai said the police are looking for
the three absconding policemen.

SC stays order to let accused
appear through counsel

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
stayed a Delhi High Court order
permitting Aditya Talwar, son of
coporate lobbyist Deepak Talwar,
facing a probe in connection with
the civil aviation scam, to appear
through his counsel before a trial
court hearing a money launder-
ing case.

Abench of Chief Justice Ranjan
Gogoi and Justices Deepak Gupta
and Aniruddha Bose stayed the
May 31 order of the HC on an ap-
peal by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED).

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for Talwar, said CBl had

lodged the FIR in 2017 but no wit-
ness had been called till date. After
two years, they proceeded under
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act(PMLA), Sibal argued.

Appearing for the ED, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta told the
bench thatassoonasitstartedin-
vestigating the matter in October
2017, Aditya Talwar acquired citi-
zenship of Antigua and Barbuda,
and this was done “to evade the
process of law”.

“Despite the repeated is-
suance of summons, he chose to
not join the investigation herein,
which hasonly resulted inadelay
of the investigation of the instant
case,” the ED said

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Gujarat: Disturbed areas
Act amendments get nod

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, JULY 8

THE GUJARAT Assembly on
Monday passed a Bill to bring
amendments to The Gujarat Pro-
hibition of Transfer of Immovable
Property and Provisions for
Protection of Tenants from
Eviction from Premises in
Disturbed Areas Act, 1991, also
known as Disturbed Areas Act.
The Act prohibits transfer of
immovable property in “dis-
turbed areas”. The amendments
propose to increase punishment
forbreach of law toimprisonment
up to five years and fine not less
than Rs 1 lakh. Under the Act, the

state government regulates sale
and transfer of immovable prop-
erties by notifying those areas as
“disturbed” to check polarisation
of a particular community in an
area facing communal violence.

Minister Bhupendrasinh
Chudasama, who introduced the
Bill, said the amendments were
proposed after receiving many
complaints of “unscrupulous
persons who were getting own-
ership of properties”.

Opposing the Bill, Congress
MLA Gyasuddin Shaikh said, “BJP
hasbeen in power for the last 26
years in Gujarat. They claim
there is law and order in the
state. Then why do we have dis-
turbed areas?”
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INASSAM,A14-FEET-LONGKING COBRARESCUED FROMATEA GARDEN

Around 10 am on Friday, Dulu Bora, a snake rescuer from the area, got a panic call from the Jiajuri Tea Estate.
A snake was sighted at the tea garden and the villagers were angsty. ""One of the tea pluckers fainted too.
Luckily, before they did anything they called me,” says 38-year-old Bora

VIDEO OF THE DAY

VIRAT KOHLI ONU-19
SEMIS

‘Will remind Kane
Williamson of 2008 U-
19 semis when we meet’
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Budget blues

legally equivalent to
Associations of Persons (AoP), a
class of income earners required
to pay more taxes after new lia-
bility slabs were created in the
Budget. There were no immedi-
ate measures in the Budget that
could kickstart consumption
and related economic activities,
they said.

With valuations not particu-
larly cheap any more, all these
factors weighed heavily on the
market and precipitated a fall.

Investors’ wealth, or market
capitalisation of listed compa-
nies, has fallen by over Rs 5.61
lakh crore after the presentation
of the Budget Friday, when the
Sensex dropped 395 points. On
Monday, market capitalisation
declined by Rs 3.39 lakh crore.
The fall was across the board
with the mid-cap index falling
1.99 per cent and small-cap in-
dex 2.46 per cent. All the sectoral
indices ended in the red, with
BSE capital goods, realty, auto,
power, industrials, finance,
bankex, oil and gas, utilities and
metal index falling up to 3.78 per
cent.

Pradeep Kesavan, Senior Vice
President, Elara Capital, said the
fall was due to a combination of
global and domestic factors.

The selloff was partly on ac-
count of US job growth data,
which showed a strong rebound
inJune. This is adampener to ex-
pectations of aggressive rate cuts
by the US Fed, which was being
anticipated earlier. This had
prompted a sell-off across Asia.

29 die in accident

when the accident occurred af-
ter 4 am, they said.

Officials said most of the vic-
tims hailed from Lucknow while
some belonged to Delhi,
Ghaziabad and Gonda, among
other places. The driver was
among those killed.

“The Agra administration is
providing all help possible to the
families of the victims. The state
government will bear medical
expenses of the injured and cost
of transportation of bodies to
their respective hometowns.
From primary information, it ap-
pears the driver fell asleep.
Further probe will be conducted
by a commission,” said Ravi
Kumar, District Magistrate, Agra.

According to police and eye-
witnesses, the accident occurred
between4.15amand4.30amat
165 milestone on Yamuna
Expressway. A call to the emer-
gency number 100 was made at
4.38 am by which time local res-
idents had gathered at the spot
for rescue operations.

The AC bus, allegedly being
driven at high speed, swivelled
onto the divider, rammed a
crash barrier, flipped mid-air
and plunged into a canal approx-
imately 60 metres below. One
side of the bus was submerged
in water approximately 15 feet
deep, as the vehicle landed side-
ways.

Officials said the bus had to
be cut in places to get victims
and bodies out. Due to the im-
pact of the crash, the vehicle’s
fuel tank and parts of the engine
were found strewn outside.

The conductor, Ashnesh
Mishra (24), survived with a
fracture on his left hand while
the driver, Kripa Shankar
Chaudhary (35), sustained fatal
injuries. “The conductor got out
of the bus on his own and
begged us to not hit him since he
thought we would hold him re-
sponsible. But we rushed to save
the others,” said Ajab Singh who
lives nearby.

Train delay

late in suburban Kolkata and
learnt that drivers and guards
played ball with smugglers by
stopping the trainillegally to of-
fload contraband material.
Mallick then travelled in the
motorman’s cabin though he
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Cong-JD(S) coalition
banks on cabinet
reshuffle to save govt
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Detailing why the stock markets have been
falling after Budget was announced, how the
Centre plans to meet its fiscal deficit target,
and what to expect from today’s match

Make or break moment in Karnataka

also scheduled to meet Speaker
K R Ramesh Kumar to explain
their resignations.

Congress leaders expressed
confidence of rescuing the coali-
tion with the move to reshuffle
the Cabinet even as they ac-
cused the BJP of luring MLAs
away with the offer of ministe-
rial posts and money.

“Some of the MLAs have
some grievances, some of them
are talking about the expansion
of the ministry. For the largerin-
terest of the party, Congress
ministers have decided to vol-
untarily resign under the pre-
vailing situation,” said AICC gen-
eral secretary K C Venugopal.

“Those who have resigned
should come back and
strengthen the party. We think
they will definitely return and
we are confident the govern-
ment will continue and then
this will be the sixth failure of
the BJP within one year todesta-

bilise the government.”

Leader of the Congressin the
Assembly Siddaramaiah said: “I
want to suggest on behalf of the
Congress to all MLAs who have
resigned because they were not
made ministers and those look-
ing to defect to the BJP that we
will address their problems and
resolve them and they should
not take any desperate deci-
sions. After the reshuffle, we will
try to ensure another reshuffle
to accommodate interests.”

He also claimed to have es-
tablished contact with the rebels
and indicated that they seemed
to be inamood to relent.

Chief Minister H D
Kumaraswamy said he has “no
fear” about the “political devel-
opments” and was concentrat-
ing instead on fulfilling his re-
sponsibilities. “I have no fear
about the political develop-
ments, [ will not discuss politi-
caldevelopments...I have noth-

ing dowithwhatBJP people are
doing and what others are do-
ing,” he said, according to PTL.
Andinasignthatatleasttwo
Congress MLAs could return to
the party fold, MLA Soumya
Reddy, who returned to
Bengaluru after meeting
Congress leaders in Delhi, indi-
cated that she will attend the
CLP meeting Tuesday. Soumya
and her father, Ramalinga
Reddy, a veteran Congressman,
were linked to the rebel group
of MLAs. Kumaraswamy had
earlier suggested that Congress
leaders make efforts to convince
Reddy against leaving and that
this would also ensure the re-
turn of as many as five other
MLAs from the rebel group.
The Congress is also explor-
ing options of disqualifying
MILAswhodonot turn up for the
legislature party meeting.
Meanwhile, the JD(S) moved
its flock of 34 MLAs to a resort

outside Bengaluruinanattempt
to protect them from poaching.
The Congressis also expected to
conduct a similar exercise
Tuesday after the CLPand ahead
of an Assembly session on July
12, where the coalition could be
asked to prove its numbers by
the BJP.

“Chief Minister
Kumaraswamy has lost his ma-
jority and he must resignimme-
diately. The BJP will stage
protests around Karnataka on
Tuesday over the continuance
of this minority government,”
said state BJP chief B S
Yeddyurappa ahead of legisla-
ture party meeting.

Congress leader D K
Shivakumar who flew to
Mumbai to convince rebels to
return to Bengaluru also ac-
cused the BJP of abducting two
Independent MLAs in an effort
to defeat the coalition govern-
ment in the numbers game.

Dip in intensity of ceasefire violations

“calibre escalation”. Calibre
escalation refers to incre-
mental use of weapons of
higher calibre to respond to
a ceasefire violation —a small
armis fire being responded by
amortar, which canthenlead
to use of Anti Tank Guided
Missiles and eventually ar-
tillery guns. “We can say that
there has been a reduction in
ceasefire violations and calibre
escalations have stopped since
April. This has happened after

knew it was unauthorised. He
verbally directed the motorman
and train guard to appear before
his court and file a report on why
the train was delayed. The police
took the motorman and the
guard to a police station before
presenting them before Mallick.

Within hours, however;, rail-
way employees staged a protest
that turned violent and train
services in Sealdah were dis-
rupted till evening. The protests
led to immediate suspension of
Mallick and a disciplinary in-
quiry against him. The Calcutta
High Court, in an unanimous de-
cision on the administrative side,
ruled against Mallick.

The first charge against
Mallick that he travelled in the
motorman’s cabin without per-
mission was proved. The en-
quiry had also found that the
railway magistrate had no legal
sanction under the Code of
Criminal Procedure or the
Railways Act to take suo motu
steps for the delayed running of
any train. The punishment of
compulsory retirement was im-
posed on Mallick by the
Administrative Committee of

the High Court.
His challenge against the
punishment before the

Governor was dismissed after
which Mallick moved the High
Court. A single-judge bench in
2017 had dismissed Mallick’s
petition following which he ap-
pealed before a two-judge
bench and argued the case him-
self.

While ruling against its own
order, the High Court admitted
to procedural infirmities in its
decision, and that it did not jus-
tify the stringent punishment. It
also imposed a cost of Rs 1 lakh
onitself.

The High Court also admit-
ted that the single-judge bench
had “missed the wood for the
trees” in its narration of the se-
quence of events. The court con-
cluded that Mallick did not force
his entry into the cabin and that
he had due authority to call for
reports from the motorman and
the guard for the delay.

The court said that the pun-
ishment was unjustified as the

VIOLATIONS SINCE 2016
2016 228
2017 860
2018 1629
2019 1321

(until June)

Balakot (air strike), and it is an
induced behavioural change,”
a top government official told
The Indian Express.

charges against Mallick did not
involve any matter of “moral
turpitude or even the perform-
ance of the appellant as a judi-
cial officer”.

The High Courtalso directed
the government to pay Mallick
75 per cent of the salary that he
would have earned had he re-
mained in service.

A relaxed Mallick is getting
ready to rejoin the cadre and
take the train again. “I can’t
speak about the verdict but I
hope the train is on time this
time,” he said.

One lead agency

agency as the process of investi-
gation is impeded by the selec-
tive seizing of books and other in-
criminating evidence.

“There is simply no sharing
of the information, and agencies
have been found to be working
individually than collectively. So
there is aneed to establish a way
to a lead investigation agency
concept, especially in cases
where different Acts and legal
provisions get invoked,” the offi-
cial said.

In February this year, the
Government approved the
Banning of Unregulated
Deposits Scheme Bill, 2018,
which aims to streamline efforts
to prevent such schemes and
put in place a mechanism by
which depositors can be repaid
without delay by attaching the
assets of defaulting establish-
ments.

The submissions made by
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
gains significance at a time
when the fallout of an invest-
ment fraud allegedly perpe-
trated by the IMA Group of
Companies and its founder and
managing director, Mohammed
Mansoor Khan, has come to
light.

The LLP model followed by
IMA enabled it to stay out of the
definition of deposit under the
Karnataka Protection of Interest
of Depositors in Financial
Institutions Act (KPID) 2004, and
The Banning of Unregulated
Deposit Schemes Ordinance,
2019.

Though the State Revenue

The first few months of the
year had seen exceptionally
high intensity of activity on the
LoC, with both sides resorting
to frequent use of artillery guns
to target the other side, the of-
ficial said, and this has now
been brought down. The data
whichis put out gives only the
number of ceasefire violations,
and does not convey the inten-
sity or type of violation.

“Small arms firing on the
LoCis par for the course. It can

Department and Economic
Offences Wing of the Criminal
Investigation Department initi-
ated investigations between
November 2018 and March
2019, these did not result in
punitive action as officials con-
cluded that the legislation for
the protection of depositors did
not apply to IMA. Investigators
estimate that the fraud has
tipped Rs 2,500 crore in terms of
investor losses.

Besides, the fallout of the im-
plosion at the Saradha Group in
West Bengal and the subsequent
investigations had led to a stand-
off between the state govern-
ment and the Centre.

In the Saradha case, the cen-
tral government had initially
launched a multi-agency probe
toinvestigate the scam and sim-
ilar Ponzi schemes through the
Income Tax Department and
Enforcement Directorate. Then,
in May 2014, the Supreme Court
cited a political nexus and trans-
ferred all investigations in the
Saradha case and other Ponzi
schemes to the CBI. Prior to its
collapsein 2013, Saradha had al-
legedly mopped up about Rs
3,900 crore from over 1.7 million
depositors.

Karan Singh

lobbying in the Congress ever
since Rahul Gandhi resigned last
week with the seniors suggest-
ing that a veteran should take
over and be assisted by one or
more young working presidents.
The younger lot in the party,
however, believe the party
should think out-of-the-box
now and hand over thereinstoa
young leader.

Karan Singh, in a statement,
said heis “aghast to see the con-
fusion and disorientation into
which the party has fallen since
Rahul Gandhi resigned on May
25", “Instead of honouring his
bold decision, a month was
wasted in pleading with him to
take back his resignation, which
asaman of honour and integrity,
he should not have been press-
surised to do. Six weeks have
since elapsed and there s stillno
alternative structure in place,”
he said, adding that the Congress

be understood in the context
in which the deployment is
there. It is still there. It is the
calibre escalation to ATGMs
and artillery that was very
high, which has stopped now,”
the official said.

A major step in achieving
this has been the increased use
of hotlines in the field by both
armies, the official said, in ad-
dition to the regular weekly
hotline conversation between
the two DGMOs.

Working Committee should be
convened “without delay, per-
haps under the chairmanship of

former Prime  Minister
Manmohan Singh and take nec-
essary decisions”.

“These would include an
Interim Congress party presi-
dent until the next party elec-
tions, and in my view, four
Working  Presidents/Vice
Presidents, one each for the four
zones — North, South, East and
West. This would enable the in-
troduction of younger people
into positions of authority,” he
said.

Reading between the lines of
his statement, party leaders said
he perhaps want a veteran as the
interim president. Asked what
prompted him to speak out,
Singh told The Indian Express
that “things were going from
worse. [ felt that having been in
Congress for over half a century,
we can't just sit back and let the
whole thing collapse. So I was
compelled to say what I felt”.

Senior leader Sheila Dikshit
told The Indian Express that
“whatever decision the party
takes collectively... that will be
the decision. It is not an individ-
ual choice. It has to be every-
body’s choice and acceptability”.

Indian faces

roughly at the same time as itis
for the rest,” says Patel. But the
advantage is obvious if you are
with organised groups that have
tied up with the ICC — their fans
arevirtually ahead in the queue.

This, however, comes with a
condition. “We have to sell the
ticket with a travel element — it
could be flights from fan-coun-
tries to England, or hotel accom-
modation, or inter-city travel,”
says Patel. “One of these three is
enough.”

The Bharat Army alone has
at least five buses moving fans
between venues. “Our fans have
come from 22 countries. Those
from the US and India form the
largest group, covering at least
two-thirds of our sales, but we
have also had people from
Mexico and Cambodia.”

The other factor, of course, is
that English fans haven’t been

so desperate. Pranav, from
Ahmedabad, has attended four
India games so far. And here is
how, he says, he cracked the sys-
tem. “I asked my entire ex-
tended family and friends to ap-
ply for a ticket... about 25 of
them. Only [ was going to travel
to England but all 25 applied,”
he says.

Patel says that’s the com-
mon modus operandi: “One
English guy might be applying
for a ticket. Here, 25 do. Who has
got more chances at the ballot?”

"Then, there are other av-
enues,” says Patel. “Indians
scour social media for tickets
and are ready to pay far more
than actual prices.”

Factor therise in disposable
income available to many
Indians, he says, and the answer
is obvious — even with ticket
prices ranging from Rs 15,000-
33,000. “Arise indisposable in-
come among the upper middle
class, a rise in aspiration to be
at world sporting events, and
the spread of sporting cul-
ture....plus, Indians are doing
well at cricket. So it makes
sense for the fans to travel. They
see people from other countries
do it for football and that spirit
has caught on,” says Patel.

Pragya
blast site in 2008.

Part of the muddemal or ar-
ticles which form evidence in a
trial, the two motorcycles and
five bicycles, seized from the
blast site at Bhiku chowk in
Malegaon, were examined by
the Forensic Science Laboratory
and later sent to the
Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) which had investi-
gated the case earlier.

Due to lack of space in the
Mumbai court, the motorcycle
was sent to the Kalachowkie
unit of the ATS. On Monday, the
muddemal was brought before
the court in a tempo. As the bi-
cycles and motorcycles could
not be taken to the court room
on the fifth floor, the court di-
rected the prosecution and de-
fence advocates to examine it
on the ground floor of the court.
Special Judge V S Padalkar also
examined the muddemal.

The rusty bicycles, covered
with jute bags, were first shown
to the witness. After identifica-
tion, the witness was asked to
identify the LML Freedom. The
witness climbed onto the
tempo and identified the vehi-
cle. The judge also climbed onto
the tempo to examine the vehi-
cles.

It was observed by the court
that the rear part of the LML
Freedom was kept in a separate
gunny bag. Of the front part, the
petrol tank was damaged and
the headlight and its guard were
also damaged. The headlight
guard with Freedom written on
it was part of the muddemal.
The witness identified the two
motorcycles and told the court
that the LML was ‘silver-golden
coloured..

During his deposition last
month, the witness had recalled
that police had shown him the
LML Freedom motorcycle
which had the registration
number MH 15 P 4572.

Thakur was the first ATS ar-
restin the case in October 2008,
based on the registration of the
motorcycle. The NIA, which
took over the probe and filed a
supplementary chargesheet in
2016, said Thakur had not been
using the vehicle for over two
years. It gave her a clean chit.

The court, however, rejected
this claim stating that the mo-
torcycle stood in her name in
the RTO record and it was a mat-
ter of trial to prove whether she
had a connection with it being
used in the blast.

The cross-examination will
continue Tuesday. The mudde-
mal was returned to the ATS of-
fice.
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The bus had 54 people, including the driver and conductor, on board when the accident took place a little after 4 am. Gajendra Yadav

29 KILLED AFTER BUS FALLS INTO CANAL ON YAMUNA EXPRESSWAY

‘Screams didn’t stop till we reached hospital

Six-year-old looks for sister and
father, his mother unaware of deaths

SOMYA LAKHANI &
SUKRITABARUAH
AGRA,JULY 8

EVER SINCE the UP Roadways
bus plunged into a drain on the
Yamuna Expressway early
Monday morning, six-year-old
Yuvraj has barely spoken. Seated
next to his injured mother Sunita
(25) on the hospital bed, he
keeps looking for his one-year-
old sister Riya and their father
Bhanu Pratap.

Of the 54 people on board, 29
died in the accident — including
Riya and Bhanu Pratap. Yuvraj
survived with a single scratch on
his right toe.

The bus left from Lucknow
around 10.30 pm Sunday, and
was expected to reach Delhi by
7 am.

“We were returning from our
village in Raebareli after summer
holidays. Riya was on my lap and
Yuvraj next to me when the bus
crashed intoa divider and [ woke
up. I don’t remember anything
after that. I don’t know where
my husband and daughter are,”
said Sunita.

The ticket for the ACbus cost
Rs 782 each, and it made a stop
around 12.45 am at a food plaza.
Dileep Srivastava (35)was on his
way to Delhi for a meeting and
was asleep like almost everyone
else when the bus hit a divider.

Killer combination: Speeding and

ASAD REHMAN
LUCKNOW, JULY 8

MUCH LIKE the Yamuna
Expressway, which connects
Greater Noida to Agraand has wit-
nessed 94 deaths this year alone,
the Lucknow-Agra Expressway
hasemerged as a challenge when
it comes to road safety.

Adream project of the previ-
ous Akhilesh Yadav government,
the Lucknow-Agra Expressway
was finished in record time and
opened to the public after the BJP

"After the crash, I couldn’t open
my eyes but I could hear blood-
curdling cries. I could feel the
driver trying to control the vehi-
cle after it hit the divider. I don’t
know who rescued me or how |
reached the hospital,” Srivastava,
who escaped with minor in-
juries, said.

At the spot lay blood-stained
shoes, scattered mangoes, water
bottles and the vehicle’s number
plate. The remains of the bus had
been taken out by a crane and
stationed opposite Chhalesar
police chowki.

Outside the ICU at Chauhan
Hospital in Agra, Madhvi
Tripathi (31) sat with her 40-
day-old girl. “My husband
Arunendra Nath Tripathi was re-
turning from Lucknow to Delhi
after visiting a relative... | spoke
to him at 1.30 am. We got a call
at9.30 am from the hospital that
he was injured,” she said.

Hemant Kumar Pandey
(66), a retired textile engineer,
was returning to Delhi after vis-
iting his mother in Lucknow. At
10 pm Sunday, he spoke to his
son Prashant about having
boarded the bus. Hours later, he
lay on a hospital bed with mul-
tiple fractures.

“He’s too traumatised to talk
but he said he saw a lot of blood
in the bus and that the screams
didn’t stop till they were taken
to the hospital,” said Prashant.

government came to power in
2017. According to the UP Traffic
Directorate, 281 accidents took
place in 2017 and 2018 on this
stretch, resulting in 127 and 116
deaths respectively.

Awanish Kumar Awasthi,
chief executive officer of the Uttar
Pradesh Expressways Industrial
Development Authority (UP-
EIDA), said most accidents are
caused due to drivers falling
asleep at the wheel and vehicles
travelling at high speed: “We
have sought suggestions from
the Council of Scientific &
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Among victims, one-year-old girl, a father
visiting son, 22-year-old starting first job

SOMYA LAKHANI &
SUKRITABARUAH &
AMILBHATNAGAR
AGRA,JULY 8

AUP Roadways employee, a 23-
year-old breadwinner, a one-
year-old girl, a father visiting his
son, a mathematics tutor and a
24-year-old on a holiday — these
are among the 29 men, women
and children who died Monday
morning when the speeding
bus they were in plunged into
a canal on the Yamuna
Expressway.

Outside the mortuary at
Agra’s SN Medical College satin-
consolable family members. By 9
pm, post-mortems of 10 victims
had been conducted, and per-
mission to continue at night had
been given.

With three younger siblings
and their mother to look after,
Ariba Khan (23) left Lucknow
Sunday night for a job interview
in Delhi. “Her father died last
year... she has been working
since then to support her family.
Now that she’s gone, who will
support her siblings?” said her
cousin Yousuf.

Mohd Sohail (25) found it
difficult to recognise his uncle

Relatives of those who died in the accident. Gajendra Yadav

Muzamil’s body at the hospital.
“Irecognised him by a silver
ring,” he said. Muzamil (35) was
travelling from Lucknow to
Delhi to meet a client for his fur-
niture business with his associ-
ate Aakash Srivastav (28), who
also died.

Rajender Singh (53), a tech-
nician at 505 Army Base work-

The bus plunged into a canal. Gajendra Yadav

Out walking dogs, woman stabbed
in park at Safdarjung Enclave

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

A 24-YEAR-OLD man has been
arrested for allegedly stabbing a
woman in Safdarjung Enclave
Friday night.

Police said Riya (22),an NGO
worker, was walking her dogs at
Bhim Rao Ambedkar Central
Park when a man pulled her hair
and stabbed her on her head and
left hand.

“Around 5 am Saturday,
we got a call from a woman al-
leging that she was stabbed on
Friday night inside Bhim Rao
Ambedkar Central Park. A by-
stander found her bleeding and
took her to AIIMS. An FIR under
IPC Section 308 was registered
on Saturday,” said a Delhi Police
officer.

Police said the woman, in her
statement, identified the as-
sailant as a man who lives near
her house, Saajan.

He was arrested on the basis
of her statement.

During questioning, Saajan
told police that the woman
would feed stray dogs near his
house and throw food wrappers
on the ground.

“He said he confronted Riya
but she told him that if he dis-
turbed her again, she would file
a police complaint. So he al-
legedly stabbed her when she
was alone at the park,” said the
officer.

shop at Delhi Cantt, was return-
ing home after completing the
last rites of his father-in-law,
when he died in the accident.
“When he didn’t show up for
work at 8 am, we called up his
family... then we saw the news
and realised he was in the bus.
The family got a call at 9.30 am
from officials,” said his colleague

Prahlad Singh.

Victims also included fre-
quent Lucknow-Delhi travellers
Sudhir Mishra (52) and
Satyaprakash Tiwari(37). While
Mishra was a BSNL officer posted
in Delhi for six months and trav-
elled to Lucknow every weekend
to be with his wife, Tiwari was a
math teacher who shuttled be-

tween coaching institutes in the
two cities.

“Sudhir would always take
the train or a Volvo bus. This
time, he didn’t get a reservation,”
said his friend Kush Agarwal.

Also travelling by the bus was
Manoj Kumar (32), a UP
Roadways employee posted in
Noida. “He used to be a conduc-
tor but became a booking clerk
a few years ago. He got married
last year,” said his colleague
Ashok Kumar. His wife Lilavati
last spoke to him at 1 am.

Delhi-based electrical engi-
neer Hazoor Alam (30) was re-
turning from Lucknow after
dropping off his wife at her par-
ents’ house.

“They got married last year
and left for Lucknow Saturday...
he couldn’t stay for long as he
had to get back to work,” said his
friend Surender Pal.

Sidharth Dubey (22) was go-
ing to begin training for a job in
Delhi’s Pitampura. His father
Rajesh, a plywood worker, said
he bought his son a new phone
worth Rs 15,000. “We’ve lost
everything now. He was our fu-
ture... he was 15 days into his
training and was home because
he had a competitive exam,” said
his father.

dozing off at the wheel

Industrial Research (CSIR)-
Central Road Research Institute
(CRRI) and are implementing
them to cutdown on accidents.”
Recommendations given by
CSIR-CRRI include: “Provide
chain-link fencing adjacent to
the metal beam crash main car-
riageway; provide additional rest
area along both sides of the
Expressway to break fatigue;
provide road studs along lane
markings, edge line markings
and kerb line markings to break
fatigue; transverse bar marking
at all exits of the Expressway as

Noida ‘Bike Bot’ scam
now reaches capital

New Delhi: One more person has
filed a complaint against an ar-
rested BSP politician and 17 oth-
ers for allegedly running a ponzi
scheme called ‘Bike Bot'— which
promised monthly returns
through a bike taxi firm —in Delhi
and Greater Noida. An FIR was
filed Saturday at the EOW, Delhi.

‘Bike Bot’ was founded in 2018
by Sanjay Bhati, a BSP politician,
and Vijay Kasana. Police said they
allegedly duped several people of
Rs42,000 crore. In June, police re-
ceived FIRs against the accused

and his firm, Garvit Innovative
Promoters Ltd. While Bhati sur-
rendered on June 7, Kasana was
arrested from Greater Noida.

The complainant in this case,
Anita Chouhan, said she was look-
ing for a job in May 2018 when
one of her acquaintances told her
about the scheme. She invested Rs
1.24 lakh. Anita claimed she re-
ceived Rs 15,000 for “a month or
two”, which then stopped. When
she asked about the money, she
allegedly received death threats
from the accused. ENS

well as mergmg of ramps and
put up signs with slogans to
warn drivers against fatigue;
provide cattle arrestors on entry
and exit and ramp; provide fuel
stations at rest areas.”

Asked about these sugges-
tions, Awasthi said “they are be-
ing implemented”.

Deepak Ratan, inspector gen-
eral, Traffic Directorate, UP, said
most accidents are caused by
lack of awareness. “Speeding is
one of the main reasons. Tyre
bursts, drivers sleeping off and
drivers parking on the side of the

road are other reasons. On the
Yamuna Expressway, there have
been 95 accidents this year, caus-
ing 94 deaths. This year’s data for
Agra-Lucknow Expressway is
being compiled,” Ratan said.

Asked about road signs and
access control on the Lucknow-
Agra Expressway, both the IG
and UPEIDA CEO claimed “they
arein place”.

A senior official in UPEIDA
said that to ensure safety of trav-
ellers, 200 retired Army person-
nel have been deployed on the
Agra-Lucknow Expressway.
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Year Accidents Deaths
2016 160 142
2017 209 164
2018 149 124
2019* 95 94

*(Till June 8; Data from IG,
Traffic Directorate, UP)

‘PROVIDING ALL
ASSISTANCE’

“Pained by the bus
accidentinAgra,
Uttar Pradesh.
Condolences to the
families who have
lost their loved ones.
| pray that those
injured recover fast.
The State
Government and
local administration
are providing all
possible assistance
to the affected”

NARENDRA MODI
PRIME MINISTER

“I'm saddened to
hear about the Agra
tragedy. | pray that
those who died in
the accident rest

in peace. | have
directed the
administration to
ensure medical aid
is provided to those
injured... A three-
member committee
under the
chairmanship of
the transport
commissioner will
submit areporton
theincidentin the
next 24 hours”

YOGIADITYANATH
UTTARPRADESHCM

Auto driver shot dead near home

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

A 27-YEAR-OLD autorickshaw
driver was shot dead near his
house in North East Delhi’s
Seelampur Sunday night, al-
legedly by five men, police said.

“We received a call around
9.30 pm about a murder near
Hanuman Mandir in Seelampur.
We rushed to the spot and found
aman lying on the road with five
gunshot wounds. He was rushed
to a nearby hospital and later
transferred to GTB Hospital,

Noor was shot dead near his
house on Sunday

where he died during treatment.
We have identified all five ac-
cused with the help of CCTV
footage and apprehended a man.

Asearchison tonab the others,”
said Atul Kumar Thakur, DCP
(North East).

The victim, Noor, is survived
by his parents, his wife and three
children.

Md Tayyeb, Noor’s brother-
in-law, alleged, “An elderly lady
came to the house and told Noor
that someone wanted to meet
him... he followed her to a nearby
shop. After some time, a friend
informed us that Noor was in-
jured and lying on the street. A
neighbour said he heard gun-
shots being fired and two men
fleeing the spot.”
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In Southeast Delhi, three. DU third cut-off: B.Com (Hons) among

thefts in span of 5 hours

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

IN THE span of a few hours on
Sunday night, two robberies and
an attempted theft were re-
ported in Southeast Delhi.

In the first case,aman was al-
legedly robbed at gunpoint by
three armed men in Hazrat
Nizamuddin. Hours later, an-
other man was robbed, allegedly
by four men, in Lajpat Nagar. The
same set of men, police claimed,
tried to rob another man at
Hazrat Nizamuddin the same

night at gunpoint.

Police suspect the assailants
are the same ones who have
committed at least 20 robberies
since May-end. Last week, they
had robbed a wedding decora-
tor in Pandav Nagar, a family in
Model Town and a 24x7 medical
store in New Friends Colony.

According to police, the first
incident took place around 11.30
pm Sunday. “The second incident
took place around 3.30 am. The
third incident took place at 4.30
am, when four men tried to rob
a man. But he managed to es-
cape,” asenior police officer said.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

ON THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VICTORY IN BATALIK,
WE PAY HOMAGE TO THE MARTYRS OF THE FIRST
BATTALION, THE BIHAR REGIMENT AND REDEDICATE
OURSELVES TO THE SERVICE OF THE NATION.

few courses open at popular colleges

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

BARRING THE B.Com (Honours)
course, which remains open in
most colleges, the doors of promi-
nentarts and commerce colleges
in Delhi University have virtually
shut for admissions with the re-
lease of the third cut-off list.
Most prominent colleges had
initially set cut-offs for B.Com
(Honours) above 98%. After seats
remained unfilled, the cut-offs

Maj M Hav Rattan Nk Ganesh
Sarvanan,Vrc Kumar Singh,SM Prasad Yadav,VrC
L/Nk Bidy Nand Sep Pramod SepSSP
Singh,SM Kumar, SM Gupta, SM
AND
Hav Birsa Oraon, SM,
Sep Garasiya B B M
Bhai,
Sep Hardeo Sep N S K Sep Algk;?éjeKumar
Prasad, SM Kavaji, SM y

Your gallantry and supreme sacrifice were recognised through
awards of Battle Honour "BATALIK" and Theatre Honour
"KARGIL". Your gallantry will always serve as an inspiration for
us. We, the fraternity of the Veer Biharis, salute you and your
brave families.

THE BIHAR REGIMENT ASSOCIATION

TENDER NOTICE

Sr. NAME OF NAME OF WORK/NOTICE/TENDER OPENING DATE AMOUNT/
No. DEPARTMENT CLOSING DATE EMD
(APPROX.)
in Rupees
1. PWD B&R, SPECIAL REPAIR DUE TO ROAD CUT MADE BY MUNICIPAL 05.07.2019 22.76 LACS
BHIWANI COUNCIL, BHIWNAI AGAINST AMRUT PROJECT ON BHIWANI 15.07.2019
CHANG ROAD TO GAUSHALA BAL BHAWAN CHOWK ROAD,
OLD BUS STAND TO CITY RAILWAY STATION & HBB ROAD TO
CITY RAILWAY STATION ROAD AT BHIWANI IN BHIWANI DIST.
2. PWD B&R, SPECIAL REPAIR OF 4 LANNING OF OLD BYE PASS (ROAD ID CLOSING DATE  100.84 LACS
KAITHAL 7129) AT KAITHAL (IN KAITHAL DISTT.) 15.07.2019
3. PWD B&R, WORK OF WIDENING OF 6-LANING/4-LANING OF KARNAL- 08.07.2019 85.59 CRORE
JIND MEERUT ROAD (ROAD ID-9812) RD.0.00 TO 14.445 NOW 22.07.2019
DECLARED AS NH-709A INCLUDED RE-CONSTRUCTION OF
BRIDGE AND HL BRIDGE AT RD.2800 & 4900 IN KARNAL DIS-
TRICT (CM ANNC. CODE NO.20093)
4, PWD B&R, SPECIAL REPAIR BY PROVIDING STRENGTHENING WITH CCP 04.07.2019 123.99 LACS
AMBALA ON ANAJ MANDI MULLANA ROAD TO AMBALA DISTRICT 15.07.2019
(ROAD ID 10405) (RE-INVITED).
5. PWD B&R, SPECIAL REPAIR OF CIVIL HOSPITAL BUILDING AT SIRSA IN 03.07.2019 6 LACS
SIRSA DISTT. SIRSA. 11.07.2019
6. PWD B&R, PROVIDING AND LAYING 30MM THICK BITUMINOUS CON- 04.07.2019 134.44 LACS
SIRSA CRETE (BC) ON NH054 DABWALI SANGRIA ROAD FROM KM. 15.07.2019
13.00 TO 14.10, 14.50 TO 15.80 AND 23.40 TO 28.20 IN SIRSA
DISTT. UNDER DEPOSIT WORK NHAI.
7. PWD B&R, UP-GRADATION OF CHC INTO 50 BEDDED HOSPITAL AT INDRI 08.07.2019 1.86 CRORE
KARNAL DISTT. KARNAL (PDG. ELECTRIC SUBSTATION ONLY). + 15 15.07.2019
OTHER WORKS
8. PANCHAYATI RAJ, PDG. E.I. WORK IN COMMUNITY CENTRE AT VILLAGE SUDHI- 05.07.2019 5.61 LACS
AMBALA WAS DISTT. BHIWANI 11.07.2019
9. PANCHAYATI RAJ, PROVIDING & FIXING IRON BOARD EACH VILLAGE BLOCK 08.07.2019 29.35 LACS
REWARI NAHAR + 5 OTHER WORKS 15.07.2019
10. PANCHAYATI RAJ, CONSTRUCTION OF RASTA TO SHAMSHAN GHAT IN VILLAGE 09.07.2019 20.71 LACS
PANCHKULA BHUWANA, BLOCK PINJORE, PANCHKULA 19.07.2019
11. IRRIGATION & WATER SETTING UP & OPERATION OF FLOATING RESTAURANT AT CLOSING DATE
RESOURCES FATEHABAD BRANCH, TAIL BHAKRA MAIN LINE (BALIYALA 15.07.2019
DEPARTMENT TOHANA COMPLEX) TOHANA +1 OTHER WORK
12. IRRIGATION & WATER PROVIDING MEDIAN AT BRIDGE RD 7860 BHAKRA MAIN CLOSING DATE 45 LACS
RESOURCES BRANCH & FATEHABAD DISTY+01 OTHER WORK 15.07.2019
DEPARTMENT TOHANA
13. IRRIGATION & WATER DEWEEDING OF BALAWAS DISTY. FROM K.M. 0.000 TO 11.520  CLOSING DATE  19.23 LACS
RESOURCES (TAIL) FOR KHARIF 2019. + 3 OTHER WROKS 11.07.2019
DEPARTMENT REWARI
14. IRRIGATION & WATER REPAIRING & PAINTING OF SHIV MANDIR NEAR SARASVATI 09.07.2019 10.76 LACS
RESOURCES DEPARTMENT  RIVER IN VILLAGE GUNDIYANI, BLOCK SARASVATI NAGAR, 17.07.2019
KURUKSHETRA DISTT. YAMUNA NAGAR + 11 OTHER WORKS
15. IRRIGATION & WATER CARRYING OUT SURVEY, FEASIBILITY STUDY, LAYOUT & 05.07.2019 EMD15000
RESOURCES DEPARTMENT PREPARATION OF GADS, COLLECTING HYDRAULIC AND 12.07.2019
KURUKSHETRA OTHER RELEVANT DATA, GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
AND DETAILED DESIGNING, WORKING DRAWINGS, DETAILED
ESTIMATES WITH BOQ/DNIT FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF SIN-
GLE SPAN STEEL TRUSS BRIDGE AT RD 299310 NARWANA
BRANCH AND RCC BRIDGES AT KM 42.328 OF SYL CANAL.
16. IRRIGATION & WATER LAYING DI PIPE LINE FROM KM 18.932/ R OF ATELI DISTY TO  CLOSING DATE  253.93 LACS
RESOURCES VILLAGE POND OF BEHALI RAMPURA + 5 OTHER WORKS 15.07.2019
DEPARTMENT NARNAUL
17. HEALTH DEPARTMENT SUPPLY OF MEDICINES/ITEMS/LAB ITEMS 03.07.2019 EMD
JIND 15.07.2019 1.50 LACS
18. HEALTH DEPARTMENT E-TENDER NOTICE FOR OUTSOURCING OF SUPPORT SER- 05.07.2019 11 LACS
BHIWANI VICES AND ADDITIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES FOR CH. BANSI- 12.07.2019
LAL CIVIL HOSPITAL, BHIWANI
19.  WOMEN & CHILD DEVEL- TENDER IS INVITED FOR THE INSTALLATION OF THE CCTV CLOSING DATE
OPMENT DEPTT., KARNAL CAMERAS IN PLACE OF SAFETY, MADHUBAN, KARNAL 16.07.2019
20. PUBLIC HEALTH ENGG. AUGMENTATION/RENOVATION OF WATER SUPPLY SCHEME 01.07.2019 78 LACS
HISAR BUDHA KHERA TEHSIL & DISTT. HISAR. 11.07.2019
21, PUBLIC HEALTH ENGG. PROVIDING RENOVATION OF EXISTING 3 MLD STP BASED ON 01.07.2019 26.57 LACS
HISAR MBBR TECHNOLOGY FOLLOWED BY TERTIARY TREATMENT 15.07.2019

AND CHLORINATION AT TOSHAM + 3 OTHER WORKS

77384/HRY

Admissions under the third
list are on till July 11

have dropped below 98%, includ-
ing in Shri Ram College of
Commerce, which had initially
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set the cut-off at 98.5%. After two
lists, it has now lowered t0 97.75%.
At Kirori Mal College, where
the cut-off had begun at 98.5%,
the figure has now dropped to
97%.B.Com (Honours)is also the
only course which is open in
Lady Shri Ram College for
Women, where the latest cut-off
is 97.75%. So far, admissions to
the course have closed for the
unreserved seats in 13 colleges.
Apart from Political Science,
which had closed for at least one
category in most colleges, other
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courses have alsofilled up across
the university.

At Hindu College, only
Economics and Sociology are
open for admission. At Hansraj
College, only Economics and
B.Com (Honours) remain.

History has closed for atleast
one category in 32 colleges while
Geography remains open only at
IP College for Women and
Miranda House. Psychology re-
mains open in four colleges. In
the sciences, courses are avail-
able in a number of colleges.
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Afire broke out at a furniture shop in Munirka, Monday. Fire
Services sent 12 fire tenders to douse the blaze. Tashi Tobgyal

51 malaria cases recorded
in June, double of last yr

New Delhi: Cases of malaria have
gone up with the onset of mon-
soon, with atleast 51 confirmed
cases reported in June this year.
This is nearly double the cases
reported in June 2018.

According to a report by
SDMC, the city has witnessed 60
cases of malariain 2019 so far. As
many as 25 cases of the vector-
borne disease were reported in
June 2018.

Malaria is caused by a para-
site that is passed from one hu-
man to another by the bite of in-
fected Anopheles mosquitoes.
Symptoms include high fever,

profuse sweating, headache,
nausea, vomiting, abdominal
pain and diarrhoea.

The total number of malaria
and dengue cases reported this
year till July 6 stand at 60 and 26
respectively.

Civic bodies have stepped up
the fumigation drive and cov-
ered more than 3 lakh houses
across the city to ensure there is
no mosquito breeding.

Mosquito breeding sites
were found in around 34,000
houses and prosecution has
been launched against 2,241 res-
idents. ENS

DELHI JAL BOARD

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER WEST-III
NANGLOI PH-lil: NEAR BARAT GHAR: NEW DELHI-41
N.L.T. No. 21 WEST - lll/ (2019-20)

S. Description Amount put Tender Earnest Date of release of Last date/time for
No to tender Fee Money tenderine tender download
procurement through e procure-
solution ment solution
1. Road restoration after providing and Rs. Rs. Rs. 06.07.2019 29.07.2019
laying water distribution system in JJC 2,19,92,923/- 1500/- 4,40,000/- I.D. No at 3:00 PM
Sawda Ghevra in Mundka- Constituency 2019_DJB_175781_1
AC-08 under EE(West)lII.
Further details in this regard can be seen at (http://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.)
Sd/-

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER)

Advt. No. J.S.V. 142/2019-20 EX. ENGINEER (WEST)-II

No-9402 /Auction/Geology/ F.No. 3/2019-20
Notice Inviting Tender
“Invitation of bids for grant of Mining Lease for Limestone, Base
Metal, Gold, Bauxite and Diamond minerals and for grant of
Composite Licence for Graphite mineral”

In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 10 (B) and Section 11 of the Mines

and Minerals , (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 and in accordance with the

Mineral (Auction) Rules, 2015 notified thereunder, as amended from time to time, the

Government of Madhya Pradesh has identified:

a) 12 (twelve) mineral blocks (5 (five) blocks of Limestone, 3 (three) blocks of Base
metal, 2 (two) blocks of Gold and 1 (one) block each of Bauxite (Cement Grade)
and Diamond mineral) for electronic auction and hereby invites tenders for the
purposes of grant of Mining Lease.

b) 1 (one) mineral block, (Graphite mineral) for electronic auction and hereby invites
tenders for the purposes of grant of Composite Licence.

Accordingly, financial bids are invited in digital format only and technical bids are
invited both in digital and physical format from eligible bidders.
Eligibility conditions, date and time, terms and conditions etc. for participating in the
electronic auction are provided in the Tender Document. Detailed Tender Documents
along with timelines, notifications, updates and other details for the e-auction
process for the mineral blocks are available in electronic form only and can be
downloaded from the website of MSTC Limited (https://
www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/micl/index.jsp).
Interested and eligible bidders can register themselves on the above website. On
successful registration, eligible bidders will obtain login ID and password necessary
for participation in the e-auction process. Interested and eligible bidders can
participate in the bidding only after online purchase of the Tender Document on
payment of the Tender fee from the above website. Any revision, clarifications,
addendum, corrigendum, time extensions, etc. to the tender document will be hosted
on the above website and on https://www.ekhanij.mp.gov.in/ only. and no separate
notifications shall be issued in the press. Therefore, Bidders are advised to regularly
visit and check the above website for any updates.

Model Tender Document and Mineral Block Summaries are available free of cost on

the website of MSTC Limited (https://www.mstcecommerce.com/

auctionhome/micl/index.jsp) and Directorate of geology and Mining

(https://www.ekhanij.mp.gov.in).

List of Mineral Blocks for Auction

July 05, 2019

Name of the Block District Mineral Price of Tender
Document (in Rs.)*
Mining Lease
Karondi Sagodi Limestone block Damoh Limestone 2,00,000
Nimarmunda Limestone block Damoh Limestone 1,00,000
Badarkha Limestone block Satna Limestone 1,00,000
Ghuinsa Limestone block Satna Limestone 1,00,000
Kosdana Limestone block Dhar Limestone 1,00,000
Biskhan Basemetal block Betul Basemetal 1,00,000
Jangaldehri Basemetal block Chhindwara Basemetal 1,00,000
Ghisi Basemetal block Betul Basemetal 1,00,000
Imaliya Gold block Katni Gold 1,00,000
Chakariya Gold block Singrauli Gold 1,00,000
Baghreli Sani Bauxite block Dindori Bauxite 1,00,000
(Cement Grade)
Bunder Diamond block Chhatarpur Diamond 5,00,000
Composite Licence
Gauthana Graphite block Betul Graphite 1,00,000

*this price is exclusive of GST.
The block specific Tender documents are available for purchase on the website of
MSTC Limited (https://www.mstcecommerce.com/auctionhome/micl/index.jsp).
Last date for purchase of Tender Document, on website of e-auction platform
provider is August 21, 2019 (Wednesday) and the last date for submission of the
bid is August 26, 2019 (Monday) [on or before 17:00 hours (IST)].
Sd/-
DIRECTOR

G-13481/2019 Directorate of Geology and Mining, Madhya Pradesh
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DEFAMATION CASE BY BJP’S VIJENDER GUPTA

For comments after

being assaulted, CM

summoned by court

ANAND MOHANJ
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

A DELHI court Monday sum-
moned Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and his deputy Manish
Sisodiaina defamation case filed
by BJP leader Vijender Gupta.
They have to appear onJuly 16.
Additional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Samar Vishal, in hisin-
terim order, noted that “allega-
tions of the respondents are
prima facie defamatory and refer
to complainant Vijender Gupta,
making him an aggrieved per-
son”. “Therefore, in view of the
aforesaid discussion, there exists
sufficient grounds to proceed
against the respondents Arvind
Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia un-
der Section 500IPC (punishment
for defamation),” the order read.
On May 4, Kejriwal was cam-
paigning for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in West Delhi when he was
slapped by a 33-year-old man,
Suresh Chauhan, who was later
arrested. As per Gupta’s state-
ment to the court, Kejriwal
blamed the BJP for the attack.
Gupta also submitted a tweet by
Sisodia, which he said was in re-
sponse to his own tweet. “Manish
Sisodia tweeted that the com-
plainant (Gupta) is involved in a

Kejriwal with Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat at the stone-laying ceremony of a sewage
treatment plant in Okhla, Monday. Prem Nath Pandey

conspiracy to kill Arvind
Kejriwal,” Gupta submitted. He
also told the court that the same
day, “Kejriwal also made a tweet
that BJP wants to get him killed...”

The court noted that “in order
todecide whether to summon re-
spondents, existence of only a
prima facie case to summon
them has tobe seenin contrast to
the standard of ‘proof beyond rea-
sonable doubt’ required for con-
viction”.

“One of the test is whether
under the circumstances in
which the writing was published,
reasonable men to whom the
publication was made would be
likely to understand it in a defam-
atory sense...,” the court added.

ACMM Vishalin his order said,

“The defences have to be pleaded
and proved by the person
charged with defamation. At the
initial stage, the court has to look
into the complaint and the state-
ment/evidence of the com-
plainant and has to believe him.”

Reacting to the order, AAP
spokesperson Saurabh Bhardwaj
claimed: “Everybody has seen
the interview of the wife of the
accused who attacked Kejriwal.
She said the attacker was a BJP
supporter... Amateurs have been
attacking the CM despite Z
Security by Delhi Police. This can-
not happen unless police is low-
ering its guard. Why has there
been no action against any top of-
ficer... Does it not show con-
nivance?”

HC rejects rebel AAP MLAS’ plea
secking committee to hear case

PRITAMPAL SINGH
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE DELHI High Court Monday
turned down a plea filed by rebel
AAP MLAs Devinder Sehrawat
and Anil Bajpai seeking the “re-
cusal” of Delhi Assembly speaker
Ram Niwas Goel from adjudicat-
ing anti-defection proceedings
against them, saying their de-
mand is “bereft of any merit”.

Justice Vibhu Bakhru further
held that there was no “infirmity
inthe behaviour” adopted by the
Assembly Speaker while hearing
the petitioninitiated by AAPMLA
Saurabh Bhardwaj, seeking their
disqualification under the anti-
defection law.

The court, meanwhile, gave
the MLAs two days tofile their re-
sponse to the notice issued to
them on the petition seeking
their disqualification.

BRIEFLY

Strikeat Lok
Nayak
hospital

New Delhi: At least 500
resident doctors at Lok
Nayak hospital went on
a day-long strike after a
junior resident doctor
was allegedly manhan-
dled by a patient’s atten-
dant late Sunday night.
Services at the hospital's
out-patient department
(OPD) remained shut
throughout the day. The
strike was called off in
the evening after Delhi
Health Minister
Satyendar Jain met doc-
tors and assured them of
more security at the hos-
pital. Over 50 doctors at
Maharishi Valmiki hos-
pital also protested after
aresident doctor was al-
legedly beaten up by a
patient’s attendant.

Man beats
wifetodeath

Gurgaon: A 52-year-old
woman was beaten to
death, allegedly by her
husband, at their
Farrukhnagar  house
Sunday. According to po-
lice, the arrested accused
committed the crime be-
cause “she sold gunny bags
without informing him”.

Three held for
raping minor

New Delhi: Three men
have been arrested for al-
legedly raping a 17-year-
old girl in South West
Delhi, police said. ENS

AAP had moved an anti-de-
fection petition against Sehrawat
and Bajpai after the two allegedly
joined the BJP ahead of the Lok
Sabha polls. On June 17, the
Speaker issued notice to the two
MLAs asking them tofile their re-
sponse by July 8.

The duo, however, moved the
HC seeking directions to the
Speaker to set up an appropriate
committee to adjudicate the anti-
defection proceedings initiated
against them.

But the court declined them
relief and observed, “Why are you
(Sehrawat and Bajpai) so hesitant
in appearing before it”.

“We are interdicting the
Speaker from doing something...,”
itobserved orally. It, however, re-
jected the MLAs contention that
the Speaker should have first de-
cided their application before go-
ing ahead with the proceedings.

Sehrawat’s in-person arguments
before it as “not lucrative”, as he
was represented by his counsel.

Senior advocate Chetan
Sharma, appearing for the MLAs,
argued that the Speaker is not
supposed to have political incli-
nations but was seen attending
events and protests of the AAP.

Sharma, along with advocate
Neeraj, contended that the
Speaker had joined a “protest
called by AAP at Rajghat” and was
seen “dancing” in the Lok Sabha
poll campaign of AAP candidate
Atishi.

Their pleas alleged that in
these circumstances, the Speaker
might not impartially adjudicate
the disqualification proceedings
and said that the issue either be
sent to the Deputy Speaker or a
committee be constituted to hear
the matter.The court, however,
said the petitioners have the rem-

THECITY 3

Pollution body seeks Supreme Court
help to resolve Metro Phase 4 deadlock

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE ENVIRONMENT Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority has sought the “urgent
intervention” of the Supreme
Court in resolving the deadlock
between the Delhi government
and the Centre, which is holding
up Metro Phase IV projectand en-
hancement of the city’s bus fleet.

Submitting a special reportin
the apex court, the SC-mandated
body said two out of four objec-
tions raised by the Delhi govern-
ment on the Phase IV proposal
are “notional” in nature. It has

‘Cabinet note
on free bus
rides ready’

New Delhi:The proposal to offer
free rides to women in the city's
public buses is likely to be placed
before the Delhi government’s
Cabinet this week, Transport
Minister Kailash Gahlot said
Monday.

Gahlot said that the Cabinet
note on the proposal has been
nearly finalised. A separate
Cabinet note is being drafted
with respect to free rides for
women in the Delhi Metro.

“The Cabinet note on freerides
inbuses hasbeen finalised. We are
hoping to place it in the Cabinet
by the end of this week,” Gahlot
said. The government had de-
cided to go for two separate notes
after the DMRChad conveyed that
the free rides proposal in Metro
will have to be placed before a Fare
Fixation Committee. ENS

No.F.11(14)-HC/2019/10769

also suggested aroadmap toend
the impasse.

The Phase IV project has been
grounded since April this year af-
ter the Delhi government directed
the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) not to start work until the
Centre accepts two conditions:
the Centre will share operating
losses with the state,and the state
government will not bear any lia-
bility of repayment of the loan
from Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA).

However, onJune 6, the Centre
ruled out any revision, saying that
the project financing has been
done in consonance with the
Metro Rail Policy of August 2017.

Significantly, the EPCA has
stated in its report that as per
DMRC data, the corporation has
not suffered any operating losses
inthe past five years and Phase IV
is not likely to cause one.

On the question of repayment
of JICA loan, in case of default or
currency fluctuation, also flagged
by the Delhi government, the
EPCA has said there is “no reason
tobelieve” that there will be ade-
faultin paymentof the loans. “The
DMRC has never defaulted on the
loan repayment and there is no
reason to believe that with the ad-
ditional phase, the situation will
change. The loan for phase 4 has
still not been secured...,” the EPCA

report states.

The DMRC has estimated that
if the project takes off in conso-
nance with the Centre’sapproval,
the Delhi government will have to
shell outRs 1,386 crore more than
itsown estimate of Rs 5,994 crore.
To resolve the impasse, EPCA has
suggested that the contribution of
DDA, which has agreed to pay Rs
5,000 crore for all the six proposed
corridors, be increased.

On buses, EPCA said that at
the current rate, the induction
would not keep up with the re-
quirement. A 2018 study by
DIMTS found that the city re-
quires 11,500 buses but has
around 5,500.

Sapna on board but heartburn in
some sections of Delhi BJP, RSS

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE “HYPE” created by BJP’s Delhi
unitaround singer-dancer Sapna
Chaudhary joining the party has
left a section of leaders and RSS
functionaries somewhat un-
happy, as they feel celebrities are
increasingly being promoted at
the expense of long-time party
leaders. “The party’s membership
drive had senior leaders present
butwas publicised asif it was be-
ing held to mark the joining of
Sapna Chaudhary. Then the next
day, a press conference is organ-
ised for her,” a senior leader said.

The BJP’s membership drive
was launched at Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium Sunday, during
which Chaudhary joined the
party in the presence of former

Dated, Agartala, the 8th July,2019

ADVERTISEMENT
Applications are invited from eligible candidates of Scheduled
Tribes for filling up 2(two) vacancies in Grade-lll of Tripura
Judicial Service. If no suitable candidate of Scheuled Tribes

The court also termed edyofappealagainsthisdecision.

No.F.11(14)-HC/2019/10771
Dated, Agartala, the 8th July,2019
ADVERTISEMENT

Applications are invited from the eligible practising Advocates
of Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes for filling up 2(two)
vacancies in Grade-l of Tripura Judicial Service. If no
suitable candidate of such reserved categories is found
available, the posts may be filed up from UR category.
Therefore, willing candidates of UR other category may also
apply for the posts. Detailed advertisement, application form
and syllabus etc. may be downloaded from the official website
of the High Court of Tripura-http://thc.nic.in.

Last date for submission of application is 24.07.2019
Belated and incomplete applications will be
summarily.

rejected

(S.G.CHATTOPADHYAY)
REGISTRAR GENERAL

is found available, the posts may be filled up by the candidates
other than the candidates of Scheduled Tribes as per Rule 8 of
Tripura Judicial Service Rule, 2003 (as amended upto date).
Therefore, willing eligible candidates of other categories may
also apply for these posts.

Detailed advertisement, Application Form Syllabus of the
Preliminary Written Examination and Final Written
Examination may be downloaded from the official website of
the High Court of Tripura-http://thc.nic.in.

Last date for submission of application is 29.07.2019
Belated and incomplete applications will be
summarily.

rejected

(S.G.CHATTOPADHYAY)
REGISTRAR GENERAL

CORRIGENDUM

Reference Haryana Staff Selection Commission’s Advt. No. 5/2019,
dated 20.06.2019, which was published in the various newspapers and
also available on HSSC Website i.e.e www.hssc.gov.in vide which online
application forms were invited for the posts of Clerks through the URL
address i.e. http://adv52019.hryssc.in/StaticPages/HomePage.aspx
from 24.06.2019 to 08.07.2019.

1. In the said advertisement, Consequent upon the request of the
Departments the “Breakup of Posts” may be read as under:-

Cat. No. 1 Details of Posts & Qualifications
VARIOUS DEPARTMENT/BOARDS & CORPORATIONS
Cat. No. 1 4835 Posts of Clerks.

Cat. Total NON ESM/ESP ESM ESP
GEN. 2340 1925 338 77
SC 908 752 111 45
BCA 706 546 110 50
BCB 503 353 126 24
EWS 378

Grand Total=4835
PWD (Person with Disability)

Locomotor disability=47, Deaf and hard of hearing=39, Blindness and
Low vision=34, autism, intellectual disability, specific learning disability &
mental illness and multiple disabilities=19,

Bifurcation of PWD,
Visual handicap-Blind (B)=3, low Vision (LV)=3.

Hearing Handicap-Fully Deaf (FD)=2, Hard of Hearing/Partial Deaf
(HH/PD)=3

Locomotor disability including cerebral palsy, leprosy cured,
dwarfism, acid attack victims and muscular dystrophy One Leg
(OL)=3,0ne Arm (OA)=2 Muscular Weakness (MW)=01. One Arm One
Leg (OAL)=1. Dwarfism=1. Acid attack victims=1.

2. Vide Instructions No0.6/36/2019-1GS-I, dated 3rd July 2019). Haryana
Government has decided to grant relaxation in maximum age.

Accordingly, the last date for applying online application forms
against the Advertisements No. 5/2019 for the post of Clerk is hereby
extended upto 30th July, 2019 till 11.59 P.M. through the URL address
as already given in the respective Advertisements. Thereafter, website link
will be disabled. The last date for deposit of fee is also extended upto
2nd August, 2019.

Other terms & conditions of Advt. No. 5/2019 will remain the same.

Note: The above corrigendum and instructions are also available on the
Commission’s website www.hssc.gov.in

Sd/- Under Secretary,
for Secretary, Haryana Staff Selection
7738g/HRy  Commission, Panchkula

Place: Panchkula
Dated, the 05th July, 2019

‘Should
respect
everyone, be
it rickshaw
puller or
minister’

Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj
Singh Chouhan and the party’s
national general secretary (organ-
isation) Ramlal.

Seven others, including a dif-
ferently abled youth, a first-time
voter, retired Army officers and
bureaucrats and a street vendor,
joined the BJP at the event.

After she joined, state media
convenor of the RSS Rajiv Tuli had
tweeted a photo of Chaudhary
and said: “Quorumis complete —
Manoj Tiwari, Hans Raj Hans and
now Sapna Choudhary.” When

contacted, Tuli said it was his
“personal view”.

Another RSS leader said: “BJP
must not forget we have not been
in power in Delhi for two
decades.” Party insiders said
some resentment had also
brewed after the BJP gave three
out of seven Lok Sabha tickets to
people with a ‘celebrity’ tag.

When contacted, Tiwari said
it was the media that concen-
trated on the news of
Chaudhary’s joining. “We have, in
our media releases, mentioned
everyone; itis for media to decide
whom they want to focus on.”

Leaders in the Tiwari camp
also sought to suggest that those
criticising Chaudhary’s joining
were envious of the fact that
Tiwari had managed to bring her
into the fold despite speculation
that she would join the Congress.

Phase 4 is
critical, can’t
wait, says SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE STANDOFF between the
Centre and Delhi government
over “financial aspects” of Phase
IV of the Delhi Metro Monday
reached the Supreme Court,
which reminded them that the
project was “critical” and “can-
not wait”.

A bench of Justices Arun
Mishra and Deepak Gupta posed
certain queries to Additional
Solicitor General AN S Nadkarni
and asked him to respond by July
12. The court added, “You take
instructions. We will pass order.
This project cannot wait”.

The issue of the 103.94 kilo-
metre Metro Phase IV came up
when the court was hearing
matters related to pollution in
the National Capital Region.

Senior advocate Aparajita
Singh, who is assisting the top
court as an amicus curiae in the
pollution matter, drew the court’s
attention to areport of the court-
mandated Environment
Pollution (Prevention and
Control) Authority (EPCA) which
said that the approval for “103.94
km phase IV of the Delhi metro
has been held up since 2014,
when the project was submitted
to the Union government for its
approval”.

The issue of Metro Phase IV
came up during hearing on
pollution in the city
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0 IN PARLIAMENT s

FroM THE GALLERY

FROM THE CHAIR
RAJYA SABHA

“We all know, Jairam
Ramesh ji, all are
making important
points. ButI am telling
you about the time
allotted for your party.”

HARIVANSH NARAYAN SINGH,
Deputy Chairman asking Jairam Ramesh
to conclude during the debate on the
Aadhaar Bill.

QUOTE OF THEDAY

“Section 57 has been set
aside by the Supreme
Court. I am speaking
hypothetically that a
judgment has been
delivered that
intercourse is bad. So,
in any way, intercourse
is bad. Thereafter, the
question of intercourse
with consent or
voluntarily does not
arise. We are all adults
and we must discuss
everything in detail as
to how this Bill has

come.”
SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY,

Trinamool Congress MP while speaking on
the Aadhaar Bill in the Rajya Sabha.

ROLL CALL

PRIME MINISTER: Not Present
SONIA GANDHI: Present
RAHUL GANDHI: Present

S QUESTIONS

BJPRAJYA SABHA MEMBER AJAY
PRATAP SINGH RAISED THE ISSUE OF
BAGHELINOT BEING INCLUDED AMONG
THELANGUAGES OF PARLIAMENTARY
DISCOURSE DURING ZERO HOUR. HE
SPOKE TO ABANTIKA GHOSH.

What was the immediate trigger
for your notice?

When our Rewa MPJanardhan
Mishra started taking his oathin
Bagheli, he was told that he could not
dosoasitisneitherincluded in the
8th Schedule of the Indian
Constitution, noris it recognised as a
language of Parliamentary discourse.
Thatis why I raised theissue...

Where is Bagheli spoken and how
many people currently use it?

An estimated 1.75 lakh people use
Bagheli... to interact every day. It
originally was spoken in Vindhya
Pradesh, that was merged with
Madhya Pradesh in 1956. Now it is
spoken in several districts of MP and
Uttar Pradesh, including Rewa,
Singrauli, Satna, Umaria, parts of
Allahabad, Mirzapur, Panna and
Jabalpur.

You mentioned that the first Hindi
play was written in Bagheli.

Yes. The play is called Anand
Raghunandan. It was written by
Vishwanath Singh, the ruler of
Baghelkhand in the late 19th
century...

Does that mean it is basically a
dialect of Hindi?

I do not know how a language is
defined or what it takes for
inclusion in the 8th Schedule... Yes,
you can call it a sister of Hindi but it
has its own rich culture, heritage
and literature. It is also very similar
to the Awadhi that is spokenin
Lucknow. Only knowledgeable
people can make out the difference
between the two. Itis a very
courteous language.

How do you plan to take forward
your demand that the language be
allowed to be used in Parliament
and translation services be
provided?

[will talk to the Rajya Sabha and Lok
Sabha leaders and also the leaders
in my party. It is important because
we won 6-7 seats in areas where
Bagheli is spoken, (and) there are
three of us (Bagheli speakers)in the
Rajya Sabha. We will take it forward
together.

DISCUSSION ON BUDGET

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE OPPOSITION on Monday tore into the
government while debating the Union
Budget in the Lok Sabha, highlighting key is-
sues including unemployment, fuel price
hike and farm distress.

While the government has described the
Budget as aroadmap for achieving a $5 trillion
economy, Congress member Shashi Tharoor,
using cricket metaphors, said it was charac-
terised by “distinctive misses”, “unnecessar-
ily defensive strokes, dropped catches and
quite a few no balls”.

Initiating the debate, Tharoor said the
Budget did not address key issues facing the
economy, including farm distress and rising
fuel prices.

But former Union minister Jayant Sinha
said the numbers did not support the
Opposition’s charges. “Shashi Tharoor has a
way with words but we also have to pay at-
tention to numbers and not just words,” he
said.

Sinha alleged that what the Congress
could not achieve in 60 years was done by
the BJP in 60 months. “When our govern-
ment came to power in 2014, the economy
was in a critical stage... it was a passenger
train. We came and brought the train on
track... and made that passenger train into
Rajdhani train...And due to this visionary and
effective Budget we will make this Rajdhani
train into a bullet train,” he said.

Sinha said when the NDA government
came to power in 2014, it inherited a GDP of

Congress leader Shashi Tharoor with
BJP MP Hema Malini at Parliament
House on Monday. Renuka Puri

Rs 111 lakh crore. Five years later, the Modi
government achieved a 70% increase and
took the GDP to Rs 188 lakh crore, he said. “[
want to say that this Budget will not only help

Oppn slams “dropped catch’,
Govt bats for $5-tn economy

us achieve the $5 trillion economy target but
haslaid the foundation for a $10 trillion econ-
omy in the future,” he said.

Opposition members criticised the gov-
ernment for the fuel price hike, and de-
manded that it be withdrawn.

TR Baalu of DMK said the rise in fuel price
would have a cascading impact on prices and
demanded that it should be withdrawn im-
mediately. “Common man will suffer be-
cause of increase in prices of petrol and
diesel... why common man is being punished
like that,” he asked.

TMCmember Kalyan Banerjee said the fuel
price hike would have a “tremendous impact
on the daily life of the people”. Criticising the
disinvestment plan, Banerjee said:
“Disinvestment target has been increased to
Rs1,05,000 crorein this Budget. Therefore, you
are selling the nation’s property. You are selling
the country itself.”

BJD MP B Mahtab demanded that states
like Bihar and Odisha be given ‘Special Focus
State’ tag as they are repeatedly affected by
natural calamities. “We do not want this to
be in perpetuity... During the last four years,
we have faced four cyclones. Therefore, it is
necessary that attention should be given to it
by the Union Government,” he said.

Meanwhile, NDA ally Shiromani Akali Dal
member Sukhbir Singh Badal demanded
that Chandigarh be termed a state capital mi-
nus the Union Territory tag so that the taxes
go to the state coffers. “Punjabis on the brink
of an acute crisis of the water table and that
has happened because we grow food for the
rest of the country,” he said, adding that
Punjab’s farmers need to be compensated.

SP leader Mulayam Singh Yadav with BJP MP Virendra Singh and other leaders at Parliament House on Monday. Anil Sharma

Gadkari in RS: Govt may make silicon,
nitrogen mandatory for car tyres

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE GOVERNMENT is looking at making use
of nitrogen in car tyres mandatory. Road
Transport and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari said this in Rajya Sabha on Monday
while replying to a question on traffic acci-
dents on the Yamuna Expressway.

“...till now we did not know about how
tyres manufactured in India matched up to
those manufactured as per international
standards. In America and other western na-
tions, silicon is added to the rubber in tyres.
This ensures that there are less complaints
about tyre bursts. Second, if instead of nor-
mal air, nitrogen is used in tyres, it stays cool.
We are thinking of making both these things
mandatory,” Gadkari said in the House while

replying to the starred question asked by BJP
MP Harnath Singh Yadav.

The minister also informed the House that
on the “cement and concrete highway”, 133
peoplediedin 2016, 146in 2017 and 11in2018.

Earlier, Trinamool Congress members
staged a walkout over the proposed disinvest-
ment of 42 PSUs in the Union Budget. When
MP Dola Sen enquired about the status of her
notice on the issue, Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu told her that as he had conveyed to her
in his chamber too, the matter is under consid-
eration. There were some disruptions during
which Naidu said, “This is not the way. I will
never get work done under pressure.”

He also denied Trinamool MP Sukhendu
Sekhar Roy’s point of order, asking how he
could raise it when his party was not in order.
The Trinamool MPs walked out after a few
minutes of disruptions.

Naidu finished not only all the Zero Hour
notices but also took up special mentions
during the first hour. However, he retracted
his earlier directive that ministers would
have to reply to all Zero Hour issues, saying
that he had gone wrong in his “enthusiasm”
and that was not possible.

DMK members, too, staged a walkout af-
ter party leader Tiruchi Sivaraised the issue of
NEET. “The Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly
unanimously passed two Bills, which have
come to the Union government. Now, it has
been revealed in the Supreme Court that the
Home Ministry has rejected the proposal of
the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly... this is
totally against the spirit of federalism.
Disowning the decision of the State Legislature
is not acceptable... in protest, we walk out,”
Siva said. AIADMK leader Navneethakrishnan
tooraised the same issue.
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Cong says BJP plotting
to pull down Oppn
govts, Rajnath denies

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

WITHITS coalition government in Karnataka
plunging into further crisis, the Congress on
Monday accused the BJP of “hatching a con-
spiracy” to pull down state governments
ruled by Opposition parties. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh denied the charge
and said BJP had norole in political develop-
ments in the southern state.

“Whatever is happening currently in
Karnataka, we have nothing to do with that,”
Singh said. “We have no history of destabil-
ising the governments by pressuring legis-
lators of other parties or by tempting them.
The BJP is committed to protecting democ-
racy,” Singh said in Lok Sabha, amid loud
protests from the Opposition benches.

Singh was responding to Congress leader
inthe House Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury’s alle-
gation during Zero Hour that the BJP had throt-
tled democracy by hatching a conspiracy to
pull down the Congress-JD (S) government.

The Defence Minister also took a swipe at
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi, who recently re-
signed as party president. “The trend of re-
signing was not started by us. It is Rahul
Gandhi who started itand asked his partymen
to submit their resignations...and now the
trend is set in the Congress. We don’t under-
stand how BJPis responsible forit,” Singh said.

Targeting the government, Chowdhury
said, “This government is secretly hatching
a conspiracy against the state government.
They took our MLAs to a five-star hotel in
Mumbai.”

Accusing the government of betraying
democracy, he said, “You have won 303 seats
(in Lok Sabha) but still your stomach is not
full. Your stomach and Delhi Gate now look
similar.”

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh outside
the House on Monday. Renuka Puri

After the minister’s reply, Congress mem-
bers started shouting and waving placards
with “Save Democracy” written on them, de-
spite Speaker Om Birla’s repeated requests
to stay calm.

Meanwhile, T R Baalu of the DMK hit out
at the government over the President reject-
ing two Bills passed by the Tamil Nadu
Assembly to conduct admissions to medical
colleges solely on the basis of Class XIl marks.
DMK and other Opposition parties in Tamil
Nadu have for long demanded exemption of
the state from the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET).

Baalu said several students have commit-
ted suicide after failing to clear NEET. The
DMK leader demanded areply from the cen-
tral government on the rejection of the two
Bills. Thereafter, DMK members staged a
walkout.

As the pandemonium continued, the
Speaker adjourned the House for lunch.

Aadhaar amendment
Bill gets Rajya Sabha nod

Oppn points to data theft, lack of data protection law

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE AADHAAR and Other Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, which allows vol-
untary use of Aadhaar as proof of identity to
open bank accounts and procure mobile
phone connections, was passed in the Rajya
Sabhaby a voice vote on Monday. Several par-
ties, including the Trinamool Congress and
DMK, opposed the legislation citing various
reasons, including apprehensions over data
theft and the lack of a data protection law.

The Bill, which was introduced on June
24 to replace an ordinance issued in March,
was passed by the Lok Sabha on July 4.

It provides for a penalty of Rs 1 crore and
ajail term for private entities in case of viola-
tion of provisions on Aadhaar data. It also
gives children an option to exit the biometric
ID programme on attaining 18 years of age.

Replying to a debate on the matter,
Minister of Electronics and Information
Technology Ravi Shankar Prasad said Aadhaar
was a foolproof system and over 123 crore
people were currently using it in the country.

Allaying the Opposition’s fears on data
leakages, Prasad said the Aadhaar system
had enough safeguards to ensure privacy.
Displaying his Aadhaar card in the House, the
minister said it does not give out any infor-
mation on his medical records or details of
caste, religion and community.

Aadhaar data can only be shared if there is
a threat to national security or a court order,
Prasad said. “For banks, it needs 256-bit in-
scription and for Aadhaar data it is 2048-bit
encryption, whichis safe and secure and would
notbebreached,” Prasad said. The government
has cancelled licences of around 50,000
Aadhaar centre operators for violations, he said.

Replying to Opposition charges that the
Bill was brought to circumvent an SC order
on the Aadhaar issue, Prasad said Parliament
has the full right to formulate a new law. “This
House and that House (Rajya Sabha and Lok
Sabha) have powers to undo a judgment by

Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad:
‘Data protection
law aworkin
progress’

removing the basis of the judgment,” he said.

The minister said the data protection law
was a “work in progress”. “We want to bring
a comprehensive law. We have the Justice
Srikrishna Committee report... we are fur-
ther doing some consultation with stake-
holders in this regard,” Prasad said.

The Justice Srikrishna Committee had
submitted its report in July 2018.

Opposing the Bill, TKS Elangovan (DMK)
alleged it has been “brought just to supersede
the Supreme Court judgement. It is out of anger
that the government has brought the Bill.”

YSR Congress member V Vijaysai Reddy
pointed out various “loopholes”, but said his
party is supporting it “out of compulsion”.

CPI's Binoy Viswam said the data from
Aadhaar would eventually reach the corpo-
rates. “We opposed it during the UPA rule
and we are still opposed toit,” he said.

Congress leader Abhishek Manu Singhvi
questioned the government’s seriousness in
bringing a law on data protection and said
there was a “sinister” plan. “The government
is avoiding data protection Act,” he alleged,
saying that even the European Union has
taken up protection of data seriously. He said
there are several rights under the data pro-
tection law and Aadhaar is vulnerable in the
absence of the right to data portability, right
to object and right to erase.

Sukhendu Sekhar Ray of the Trinamool
Congress expressed concern that the Bill has
been brought without scrutiny by any
Parliamentary panel. “This is the way the
government is denigrating Parliament day
by day,” he said.

Govt introduces eight Bills, Oppn raises fundamental rights

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

WITH THE Centre launching its legislative
agenda by introducing eight Bills in the Lok
Sabha on Monday, the Opposition accused
the government of curbing the fundamen-
tal rights of citizens in the name of tackling
terror. The government maintained that it
has adopted “zero tolerance” to terrorism,
and legislative measures were important.
The government moved amendments to
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Amendment Bill, 2019, National
Investigation Agency (Amendment) Bill,
2019, Protection of Human Rights
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, Consumer
Protection Bill, 2019, Public Premises
(Eviction of Unauthorised Occupants)
Amendment Bill, 2019, Jallianwala Bagh

National Memorial (Amendment) Bill, 2019,
Central Universities (Amendment) Bill, 2019
and the DNA Technology (Use and
Application) Regulation Bill, 2019.

Opposition members expressed their ap-
prehensions over the changes in the DNA Bill,
the human rights Bill and the Jallianwala
Bagh memorial Bill.

The proposed changes to the UAPA Bill
were opposed by RSP leader N K
Premachandran, Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor, IUMLMPs ET Mohammed Basheer
and P K Kunhalikkuty, who said the provi-
sions in the amended law could be misused
asitwas a “law to detain”.

Premachandran said the fundamental
rights of an individual cannot be ignored in
the name of tackling terror. He said there is
no clarity in the government’s claim that the
NIA finds it difficult to deal with such indi-
viduals and that the House should not be

MoS (Home)
G Kishan Reddy

kept in the dark. He recalled that POTA,
brought in by the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led
government, was repealed asitled to “abuse
of power” by authorities.

However, MoS (Home) G Kishan Reddy,
who introduced the Bill on behalf of Home
Minister Amit Shah, said when the United
Nations can name Jamaat-ud-Dawah chief
Hafiz Saeed as a terrorist then why can’t India
do the same. He said a provisionis needed to
designate “individual terrorists” in the law.

Shah intervened to ask if the Opposition

would like to withdraw objections as these
would not look good in the records of Lok
Sabha.

Moving a Bill that seeks to give powers to
the NIA to probe terror attacks targeting
Indians and Indian interests on foreign soil,
Reddy said the legislation will also allow the
agency to probe cyber crimes and human
trafficking.

However, Tharoor opposed the amend-
ments, saying the courts already have a
huge backlog and alleged that the Bill was
“not based on logic” and was a “piecemeal”
legislation. The Congress leader also op-
posed the NHRC Bill which proposes that a
retired Supreme Court judge can also be
considered for the chairperson’s position,
currently reserved for former Chief Justice
of India. He said the proposed changes have
completely ignored the NHRC's request for
more powers.

Leader of Congress Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury alleged that the move was an at-
tempt to undermine the institution.

However, Reddy said the changes were
in line with Paris principles on strengthen-
ing the agency.

Chowdhury also termed the DNA Bill a
bid to violate fundamental rights. He said the
DNA of undertrials could be collected with-
out court orders and there is no provision of
consent on the storage of DNA data in the
“flawed” Bill.

Tharoor said this would lead to institu-
tionalisation of surveillance regime and
wondered why the government has intro-
duced the changes before bringing in data
protection laws.

However, Union Minister Harsh Vardhan
said the members could express their con-
cern during the discussion and the govern-
ment would address them.
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THANKS TO TEACHER

JAL SHAKTI Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat credits his
school teacher for his handwriting. Until Class V, Shekhawat
says, he had an untidy scrawl, like most students his age, but
this teacher taught him to perfect both his pronunciation and
writing. The teacher was so much of a stickler for perfection
in her students that years later, when Shekhawat sent her a
postcard with a written note, she was quick to point out a
spelling error in it. The minister recalls how she wrote to him,
asking him to write the note all over again without any mis-
take — not once but 10 times — and then send it to her.

DIvEeRSITY IN FOCUS

THE FIRST hour in Rajya Sabha on Monday was marked by the
flavour of diversity of Indian languages, with members seeking
to speak in Bagheli, Sanskrit and Konkani. While responding to
aZero Hour notice raised by BJP’s GV LNarasimha Rao on mak-
ing translations of Parliament proceedings available in regional
languages, Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu said that it is appropri-
ate toreplace the use of ‘regional languages’ by ‘Indian languages'.
He himself used the word mother tongue in his statement.

HoMme IN HOUSE!

SPEAKING ON the Budget in Lok Sabha, Punjab MP Sukhbir
Singh Badal started off praising the Narendra Modi government
and emphasised that the government has done great work in
the field of food processing industries. The hint was not lost on
anyone, as the House broke into a laughter. His wife, Harsimrat
Kaur Badal, the Minister of Food Processing Industries, was sit-
ting right next to Sukhbir. NCP MP Supriya Sule was heard urg-
ing him to name the minister and give her credit.

MP: Poster demanding
Scindia as Congress
president causes flutter

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, JULY 8

A POSTER demanding that for-
mer Union minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia be made Congress pres-
ident caused a flutter in the
party’s faction-ridden Madhya
Pradesh unit.

The poster, which was re-
moved later, came up outside
the state Congress office in
Bhopal two days after senior
party leader and Punjab Chief
Minister Captain Amarinder
Singh tweeted that he hoped to
see ayouth leader succeed Rahul
Gandhi as party chief.

Leaders close to Scindia de-
scribed the demand as “natural”
but said they had no role behind
putting up the poster.

State Food and Civil Supplies
Minister Pradyumna Singh Tomar
said it would have beenideal had
Rahul continued as Congress
president, but because he was not
ready to do that, someone would
have to take over and Scindia fit
thebill. Heis young and dynamic
and many in the country want
him to take that role, said Tomar.
He added that the Congress
Working Committee will take a fi-
nal decision in the matter.

Pankaj Chaturvedi, known to
be close to Scindia, who lost the
recent parliamentary election

The poster that was put up
outside the state Congress
office in Bhopal. It was later
removed.

from Guna, said Congress work-
ers “enjoy freedom of expres-
sion” and can express their wish.
He said though the final decision
rests with the high command,
Scindia should get a “bigger role”
at the national level or state level
because he is “capable”.

However, the demand did
not go down well with PWD
Minister Sajjan Singh Verma —
known to be close to Chief
Minister Kamal Nath. Verma
said it was difficult to imagine
the Congress without a
Gandhi-Nehru family member
heading it.

He said that since Rahul did
not want to continue at the party
helm, the mantle should pass to
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, who is
“dynamic and would make an
ideal president”.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

AYEAR after New Delhi slammed
the Office of High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OHCHR) for
misusing the United Nations’s
platform and coming out with a
biased report on the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir, India —once
again —lodged a strong proteston
the “update” and called it a con-
tinuation of the earlier “false and
motivated” narrative.

Accusing the OHCHR of mak-
ing assertions that are in “viola-
tion of India’s sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity” and “ignore the
core issue of cross-border terror-
ism”, Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Raveesh Kumaron
Monday said the report seems to
accord a legitimacy to terrorism.

This, Kumar said, is in com-
plete variance with positions of
the UN Security Council, which
had strongly condemned the Pul-
wama terror attack and subsequ-
ently proscribed Masood Azhar,
the Pakistan-based terrorist.

India’sresponse came after the
Geneva-based Office of the UN
High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR), which last year
released its first report on Kashmir,

SC to hear plea
challenging
Maratha quota
on July 12

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE SUPREME Court will hear a
petition challenging the Bombay
High Court verdict upholding the
Maharashtra government’s Mara-
tha reservation law on July 12.

The plea by Sanjeet Shukla,
representing the NGO Youth For
Equality, came up before a bench
of Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi and Justices Deepak Gupta
and Aniruddha Bose, which
agreed to take it up at the earliest.
The petition challenges the con-
stitutional validity of the state law
under which the state govern-
ment provided reservation to the
Maratha community in govern-
ment jobs and admissions.

Lastweek, Bombay High Court
had upheld the Maharashtra State
Reservation (of Seats for Admi-
ssion in Educational Institutions
in the State and for Appointments
to the Posts in the Public Services
under the State) for Socially and
Educationally Backward Category
(SEBC)Act, 2018 (SEBCAct)as con-
stitutional. However, the court
ruled that the 16 per cent quota
granted by the state is not “justifi-
able” and reduceditto 12 per cent
ineducationand 13 per centin go-
vernment jobs, asrecommended
by Maharashtra State Backward
(Class Commission (MSBCC).

The HCsaid, “We hold and de-
clare that the limit of reservation
should notexceed 50 per cent. Ho-
wever, in exceptional circumsta-
ncesand extraordinary situations,
thislimit canbe crossed subject to
availability of quantifiable and
contemporaneous datareflecting
backwardness, inadequacy of rep-
resentation and without affecting
the efficiency in administration.

$1 trillion economy: Adityanath
sets target for Uttar Pradesh

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, JULY 8

DAYS AFTER Prime Minister
Narendra Modi set a target for
the country tobecome a $ 5 tril-
lion economy in the next five
years, Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on
Monday set the ambitious tar-
getofa“$1 trillion economy” for
the state.

Adityanath said that it was
significant that Uttar Pradesh
achieves the target as every fifth
citizen of the country lives in the
state, as per population figures.

The Chief Minister was in
Ayodhya to inaugurate the 26th
Annual Workshop of Agriculture
Scientists at Acharya Narendra

UP CM Yogi Adityanath pays
tribute to former PM
Chandra Shekhar on his
death anniversary on
Monday. Vishal Srivastav

Dev Agriculture University.

He said what the Prime
Minister said also applies to
states, district administrations

and to institutions.

“He has said that in the com-
ing years, what can we do to
make the economy of India a $5
trillion dollar economy. This
pledge of Prime Minister is to
bring smiles to the faces of 130
crore people of this country and
to turn India into an economic
superpower,” said the Chief
Minister.

Maintaining that if the coun-
try remains happy, every citizen
would also be happy, Adityanath
said, “If one in every five
citizens of the country lives in
Uttar Pradesh, the state will also
have to work towards the direc-
tion of achieving a $1 trillion
economy mark. Uttar Pradesh
will make attempts in this
direction.”

EXPLAINED

Why thereport
bothers India

THE GENEVA-BASED Office of High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) has come up with an “update” on its original
report on the situation in J&RK. While the Kashmir situation is
far from normal, New Delhi is bothered that the UN platform
will now be used by Pakistan for mudslinging. While there was
not much traction to the report last year, what has got India
somewhat worried is that the follow-up report has come de-
spite change of guard at the office of the High Commissioner.

issued an “update” of the 2018 rep-
orton Monday, claiming that “nei-
therIndia nor Pakistan have taken
any concrete steps to address the
numerous concerns raised”.

The report stated that civilian
casualties reported in Kashmirand
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)
from May 2018 to April 2019 may
be the highestinoveradecadeand
called on the UN Human Rights
Council to consider “the possible
establishment of acommission of
inquiry to conduct a comprehen-
siveindependentinternational in-
vestigationsinto allegations of hu-
manrightsviolationsin Kashmir”.

Kumar said, “A situation cre-
ated by years of cross-border terr-

orist attacks emanating from Pa-
kistan has been ‘analysed’ without
any reference to its causality. The
update seems to be a contrived ef-
fort to create an artificial parity be-
tween the world’s largest and the
most vibrant democracy and a
country that openly practices st-
ate-sponsored terrorism,” he said.
“We have registered our str-
ong protest regarding the update
with the Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights. The
release of such an update has not
only called into question the serio-
usness of OHCHR but also its ali-
gnment with the larger approach
of the United Nations,” he said.
Expressing “deep concern”

False, motivated: India slams
report on Kashmir situation

that the report seems to accord a
legitimacy to terrorism that is in
complete variance with UNSC po-
sitions, Kumar said, “The UNSC
had, in February 2019, strongly
condemned the dastardly Pulw-
ama terror attack and subseque-
ntly proscribed Masood Azhar, the
self-styled leader of terrorist
entity Jaish-e-Mohammed. How-
ever, in the update, terrorist lead-
ers and organisations sanctioned
by the UN are deliberately under-
played as ‘armed groups’.”

“The legitimisation of terror-
ism has been further com-
pounded by an unacceptable ad-
vocacy of the dismemberment of
aUN member state,” he said.

India follows the policy of zero
tolerance towards terrorism and
will take all measures to protect
its territorial integrity and sover-
eignty against cross-border ter-
rorism, Kumar said. “Motivated
attempts to weaken our national
resolve will never succeed.”

Asserting that the entire state
of J&K is an integral part of India,
Kumar said Pakistan is in illegal
and forcible occupation of a part
of the state, including the so-called
“Azad Jammu and Kashmir” and
“Gilgit-Baltistan”. India has repe-
atedly called on Pakistan to vacate
these occupied territories, he said.

MNS chief Raj Thackeray after meeting the CEC in Delhi on Monday. Praveen Khanna

Raj Thackeray meets CEC,
Sonia in Delhi, talks EVMs

PRADEEP KAUSHAL
NEW DELHI,JULY 8

MAHARASHTRA NAVNIRMAN
Sena chief Raj Thackeray met
Congress leader Sonia Gandhi at
her residence on Monday.
According to sources, the
meeting was part of Thackeray’s
efforts to mobilise Opposition
parties against the use of
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs)in elections. The sources
said the MNS chief had told
Sonia that the outcome of the
Lok Sabha elections was at vari-
ance with the public mood and,
therefore, there was aneed fora
concerted campaign by
Opposition parties to bring the
use of the EVM system to an end.
The MNS has said the meet-

ing was a courtesy call during
which the two leaders discussed
the prevalent political situation
in the country.

Thackeray told reporters
later that predictions of BJP lead-
ers, even if they seemed far-
fetched, were eventually re-
flected in poll results. Currently,
he said, BJP leaders are project-
ing that the ruling coalition in
Maharashtra will win 220 of the
288 seats in the Assembly. “Do
other parties have to pitch in for
only the remaining 68 seats?”,
he asked.

Thackeray met Chief Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora earlier
inthe day and demanded thatthe
upcoming Assembly polls in
Maharashtra be conducted
through paper ballots. Thackeray
told the media that he had sub-

Will oppose any move to
abrogate Art 370, 35A: JD(U)

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRINAGAR, JULY 8

WHILE THE BJP has been harp-
ing on abrogating Article 370, its
NDA ally Janata Dal (United) has
said they will oppose any move
to abrogate or tinker with the
special constitutional position of
Jammu and Kashmir.

“It is a very serious issue.
JD(U)believes that Article 370
should remain intact and there
is no tinkering with 35A,” JD(U)
secretary general KCTyagi, who
is leading a team of his party
members on a three-day visit to
the Valley to prepare for
Assembly polls, told The Indian
Express. “While being a part of
NDA, we will oppose any move
to abrogate Article 370 or 35A.”

Tyagi called for talks with all

JD(U)
secretary
general
KCTyagi

stakeholders before any decision
on the special constitutional po-
sition of the State. “First, they
(Centre) should try to create a
consensus within NDA on 35A,”
he said. “After that they should
talk to all the stakeholders,
whether National Conference,
PDP, BJP or any other party.”

The JD(U)leader also called
for a non-violent movement by
the people of Kashmir. “I appeal
to the angry youth of the Valley
that they should shun the path of
violence,” he said. “They should
instead adopt the Gandhian way
of non-violent resistance.”

mitted a letter to the Election
Commission in this regard.
“There are doubts in the
minds of voters that the votes
they cast do not go to their cho-
sen candidates. In suchascenario,
the Election Commission should
switch back to paper ballots and
conduct the Maharashtra state
polls through them. We strongly
feel that the EVMs can be tam-
pered with,” he said.
Thackeray also wondered
how secure the two Public
Sector Undertakings, Bharat
Electronic Ltd and Electronic
Corporation of India Ltd which
manufactured EVMSs were.
Though the MNS did not field
any candidate in the Lok Sabha
polls, Thackeray had cam-
paigned aggressively against the
Narendra Modi government.
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BJP MP Rajiv Pratap Rudy at Parliament House on Monday. P11

Rudy targets tourism
ministry for no move
on projects in Bihar

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

TWO WEEKS after he countered
Union minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad’s remarks on BSNL'’s serv-
ices during calamities, Rajiv Pratap
Rudy, Lok Sabha MP from Bihar’s
Saran and a minister in the previ-
ous government, on Monday ex-
pressed displeasure over the gov-
ernment’s failure to promote
tourist places in Bihar.

Rudy, a BJP national spokes-
person, even challenged Union
Tourism Minister Prahlad Singh
Patel’s statement over the submis-
sion of a proposal by Bihar govern-
ment, saying he would table the
copy of the proposal in Lok Sabha.

The Saran MP said that despite
his repeated requests, the govern-
ment had not taken any step to
develop the Sonepur cattle fair
and a dolphin sanctuary in Saran.
“When [ wrote to the minister for
the first time, he said there needs
to be a tourism circuit. I did not
even know that there were gov-
ernment funds for eco-tourism.
Today, from the reply I came to
know that around Rs 500 crore
has been spent on eco-tourismin
eight states. ButI have always told
the government that Bihar has not
gotany money in the name of eco-
tourism or any other categorisa-
tion,” he said.

Rudy said Saran, where Ganga,
Gandak and Ghaghara rivers mer-
ge, has endangered dolphins and
the country’s largest cattle fair is
held in Sonepur, but they have fai-
led to get the ministry’s attention.

“The minister has given a re-
ply on July 1. have been roaming
around with these kinds of notes,
but I don’t understand in which
office of the Indian government,
these notes vanish?” he said,
adding that he gave another letter
on theissue on March 9,2018.

“Whenever I go to an official,
they open a fresh file and cite rul-

BIHAR

es to state why the proposal of
Bihar government is pending.”

Rudy pointed out that the
ministry keeps changing names
of the tourism projects — he said
that in the July 1 response, the
project was called Swadesh
Darshan and in Monday’s reply,
the term was eco-tourism. “You
call it any name you want, but
please consider the proposal for
these two,” Rudy said.

The Tourism Minister said that
proposals for all development
projects have to come from state
governments and these have to
come with a detailed project re-
port. The central government, he
said, has received only applica-
tions and no DPRs.

This appeared to annoy Rudy,
who stood up and said he had
submitted a DPR tooand if the of-
ficials did not bring it under the
consideration of the minister, then
it was amatter of privilege against
officials concerned.

Later,Rudy told mediapersons
that the department tried to evade
the question, saying there was no
proposal from Bihar. “They got
into trouble with that. [ had the
letter of the state government and
the copy of the proposal, “ he said.
The Saran MP said that he hoped
the officials would take the mat-
ter seriously.

Another BJP MP Hema Malini,
Lok Sabha member from
Mathura, also expressed displeas-
ure over the delay in implement-
ing promised projects under the
tourism ministry. She said there
has been no action on the devel-
opment of Mathura, Vrindavan
and adjoining areas under the
ministry’s Krishna Circuit.

Recently, Rudy countered
Prasad, Union Minister forComm-
unications, in Lok Sabha. When
Prasad said that during calamities,
only state-run telecom operators
provide free services, Rudy stood
up and said private operators too
extend free services.

Unable to enforce liquor law,
41 police officers shunted out

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, JULY 8

THE BIHAR government on
Monday transferred 41 police of-
ficers, including inspectors, sub-
inspectors and assistant sub-in-
spectors, to the district reserve
forces, reportedly for their inability
to enforce liquor prohibition in
their jurisdictions. These officers,
posted across 15 districts, will not
get field postings for 10 years on
grounds of dereliction of duty.
Among the officers trans-
ferred are 12 inspectors, 24 sub-
inspectors and five assistant sub-

Hurriyat can’t tell govt
when to talk: Ram Madhav

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 8

BJP GENERAL secretary Ram
Madhav on Monday said Hurriyat
Conference is not in a position to
dictate to the government on the
dialogue process.

Responding toastatement by
PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti, ask-
ing Centre to hold talks with
Hurriyat leaders as they are will-
ing to participate in the dialogue
process,Madhav said, “Hurriyat s
not in a position to dictate to
Government of India on when to
hold talks and when not to hold
talks.”

He said that the government
and the then Union Home
Minister had made such an offer
to the separatists nearly two
years ago when Dineshwar

BJP general
secretary
Ram Madhav

Sharma, former IB chief, was ap-
pointed Special Representative
to engage with all stakeholders
in the Valley.

“The Hurriyat was not willing
to come forward to talk (then).
They cannot decide and dictate
the time for holding talks to the
Government of India. Itis the pre-
rogative of Union Home Ministry
to hold talks within the ambit of
the Constitution of India,” he said,
adding, “the rest Gol will decide”.

He also said that as far as the
BJP’s view is concerned, those in
support of terrorists and sepa-
ratists cannot be entertained.

inspectors. While seven officers
were shifted out of Patna, six were
transferred from police stations of
Samastipur. In Rohtas and Katihar,
five officers each were transferred.

Bihar Inspector General of
Police (Prohibition) Ratna Sanjay
has clearly instructed all superin-
tendents of police to monitor
compliance of the Bihar
Prohibition and Excise Act, 2016.

DGP Gupteshwar Pandey said,
“Police officers in-charge of all
1,060 police stations had been
asked to give written undertak-
ings owning up responsibility for
any non-compliance of the
liquor law.”

Bengal: 7 injured
as TMC and BJP
workers clash

over ‘cut money’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,JULY 8

CLASHES ERUPTED between
TMC and BJP workers at a village
in West Bengal's East Medinipur
district on Monday over ‘cut
money’, leaving seven people in-
jured and two police vehicles
damaged. Police have detained
20 people after the incident.

The incident took place dur-
ing a march taken out by BJP
workers against ‘cut money’ at
Patashpur village. According to
police sources, the BJP workers
clashed with police as well as
Trinamool supporters after they
were stopped from carrying out
the march.



BIZARRE RITUAL IN ASSAM VILLAGE

Man killed in firing forced kin into ritual, says father

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JULY 8

THE 28-YEAR-OLD man from
Assam’s Udalguri district, who
suffered a fatal bullet injury
when police tried to stop a rit-
ual in which he set their house
and vehicles on fire, had forced
his family to take partin the rit-
ual, his father has said. The
youngster, Pulakesh Saharia,

was a graduate in computer ap-
plications but did not have a job.

Admitted to the Guwahati
Medical College and Hospital,
Jadab Saharia, a high school sci-
ence teacher and Pulakesh’s fa-
ther, told The Indian Express that
his son had become “very vio-
lent” on the day of the incident
and “forced everyone” to take
part in the ritual.

“The main culprit in the en-
tire incident was a tantrik

8 EXPRESS NETWORK

named Ramesh Saharia, whom
we consider our guru. He and
his associate Bhuyan had told us
that if this puja was held, a hid-
den treasure would be found,
and Pulakesh would get a job.
They tried to convince us that
our daughter had committed
suicide because she became a
victim of sexual assault and this
puja would ensure that the as-
saulters get punished. Pulakesh
completely believed him and

forced the rest of us to take part
in theritual. He forced the three
women, including his mother,
and the men to remove their
clothes,” Jadab said.

Assam Police is now looking
for the tantrik.

On Saturday, Jadab, his wife
Purnakanti, their son Pulakesh,
Purnakanti’s two sisters, and
three other relatives took partin
the ritual. It involved weapons
like swords and setting Saharias’

house in Kalaigaon area, their
car and a bike on fire.

Neighbours raised an alarm
after they saw smoke rising
from the house and called po-
lice and fire services. As police-
men approached the house,
Jadab, Pulakesh and Kalita
charged at them with an axe,
sword and rocks.

The three were injured
when police opened fire in “self-
defence”.
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Rajasthan Police moves
court to re-examine case
against Pehlu Khan’s sons

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, JULY 8

THE RAJASTHAN police on
Monday moved an application
in court, requesting permission
to re-investigate certain aspects
of the case against the sons of
lynched dairy farmer Pehlu
Khan.

Khan and his companions —
including his sons — were at-
tacked by cow vigilantes in
Alwar for transporting cattle on
April 1,2017.Khan died two days
later, with the incident resulting
in nationwide outrage.

The Indian Express had re-
ported last month that the
Rajasthan police had filed a
chargesheet in May against
Khan'’s sons, Irshad and Aarif,
and against Khan Mohammed,
allegedly the owner of the truck
carrying cattle when the lynch-
ing occurred.

In the chargesheet, filed in
the court of Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate in Behror, po-
lice had also named Khan and
said offences against him under
Sections 5,8 and 9 of the
Rajasthan Bovine Animal

(Prohibition of Slaughter and
Regulation of Temporary
Migration or Export) Act, 1995,
stood proven. However, police
since Khan had already died by
that time, he was not
chargesheeted.

On Monday, Alwar SP Paris
Deshmukh told The Indian
Express, “They (Khan's family)
submitted an application to the
police, and after examining it, we
have applied in the court on
Saturday, asking it to return the
file for further investigation. The
courtis yet to decide.”

“The family have claimed
that they were taking the cattle
to Tapukara in Alwar district. The
owner has also claimed that he
had sold the truck before the in-
cident. We want to re-investigate
these points,” the officer said.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot had said his gov-
ernment would probe if the in-
vestigation was carried out with
“predetermined intentions” and
the case would be re-opened if
any discrepancy is found.

A senior BJP leader termed
the move as politically moti-
vated and “done to secure the
minority vote.”

Journalist, family ‘attacked’
by former sarpanch for
critical report in Gujarat

Office of the Chief Engineer,
Minor Irrigation Department U.P.,
3rd Floor, Jawahar Bhawan, Lucknow.

e-Tender Notice No. e-02/M.1./B.A./FB-DB-H.D.P.E./2019-20 Lucknow : Dated : July 04, 2019

INVITATION FOR NATIONAL e-BIDS

Online national e-bids on prescribed bid forms in two parts namely (i) Technical bid with
earnest money (in PDF format) (ii) Financial bid(in XLS format), are invited
simultaneously by the undersigned on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh, only from
the manufacturers of ISI marked 90 mm Quick Coupled Polyethylene Pipe with
necessary fittings and 110 mm Quick Coupled Polyethylene Pipe with necessary
fittings for Free Boring and Deep Boring under District Plan as IS Code 14151 (Part-
2)/2008 (as amended from time to time), for the supply of items whose details are
available on e-tender portal http//etender.up.nic.in. Bidders are advised to read
notice inviting tender file and bid document with instructions therein on the said portal
carefully before submission of bid.

The e-bids submission starts from 13-07-2019 11.00 Hrs to 12-08-2019 17.00 Hrs. On
line opening date of technical bid will be 13-08-2019 at 13.00 Hrs onwards. On line
opening date of financial bid will be intimated later on to only technically qualified
bidders.

Venue of opening of bid-

Office of the Executive Engineer,

Bhandar Apurti Khand, Minor Irrigation Deptt.,

A-2/12-D, Vishal Khand,Gomti Nagar,

Lucknow-226010 (U.P.).

Ph. No. 0522-2395661

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, SURAT, JULY 8

AJOURNALIST working for a Gujarati daily in Valsad,
his wife and daughter, were allegedly assaulted by
a former sarpanch and his two accomplices on
Saturday night, days after the journalist's report, crit-
ical of a government project undertaken by the ac-
cused, was published in the newspaper.

One person has been arrested in this connection,
police said. Harshad Ahir (34), who is the city bu-
reau chief of Gujarat Mitra, his wife Ketna (30) and
their child were allegedly attacked by Dharmesh
Patel, former sarpanch of Bhagdawada in Valsad,
along with his accomplices Jaydev Desai and
Sagar Patel.

“The journalist was attacked by a former
sarpanch and his accomplices. We have arrested

Sd.  Jaydev, while the other two are on the run,” said Sunil
D. N. Shukla  joshj, Superintendent of Police, Valsad.
Minor Ire atig:'g‘;E;‘gmzﬁ: According to the victim, the accused took offence
9 U.P Eucknow to a report filed by the journalist regarding “ineffi-
U cient” work carried out in a pond redevelopment
project in Bhagdawada.

“On Saturday around 10.15 pm, five men, includ-
ing Dharmesh, assembled in front of my apartment
and asked me to come down. When I refused,
Dharmesh, Jaydev and Sagar broke into my apart-
ment. They assaulted me and my wife and also
kicked my infant daughter,” said Harshad.

Acting on the victim’s complaint, police have
booked the three accused under the Indian Penal
Code sections 323, 452 and 506 for assault, tress-
passing and criminal intimidation.
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MADHYA PRADESH

3 held for tying,
parading 25 cattle
transporters

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, JULY 8

THREE BAJRANG Dal activists
were arrested on Monday for al-
legedly tying and parading 25
people for transporting cattle
without permit in Khandwa dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh on
Sunday.

Police said the accused,
Vinod Kishanlal, Rajesh Varma
and Prince Mehta, were helped
by lathi-wielding villagers, who
tied the 25 people with a rope
and paraded them from
Sanwalikheda village to the
Khalwa police station, while
making them do sit-ups and
shout “Gau Mata Ki Jai”.

Inspector Harishankar Rawat
said that the three were booked
under IPC Sections 294 (obscene
acts and songs), 323 (punish-
ment for voluntary causing
hurt), 324 (voluntarily causing
hurt by dangerous weapons or
means), 342 (punishment for
wrongful confinement) and 34
(acts done by several persons in
furtherance of common inten-
tion). He said efforts are on to
trace eight other accused. The
three were presented before a
court thatreleased them on bail.

The 25 people, including
seven Muslims, were booked
under the Prohibition of Cow
Slaughter Act and the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act. The
cattle, including bulls and calves,
were sent to a cow shelter. The
25 were presented before a mag-
istrate in Harsud who sent them
to judicial custody.

Rawat said the other accused
are being identified fromavideo.

Haryana teacher
stabbed by
student in class

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JULY 8

WHEN SCHOOLS in Haryanare-
opened after summer vacation
on Monday, a Class XI student
stabbed his teacher in a class-
room in Sonipat district. The
teacher was rushed to hospital
where her condition is stated to
be critical.

The student, a juvenile, es-
caped from the classroom, but
was nabbed by the school staff
and handed over to the police.

“The teacher was checking
the homework of students, one
by one. When she reached this
student’s desk and asked him to
take out his assignment sheet, he
pulled out a knife from his bag
and stabbed her multiple times.
Apparently, he might not have
done his homework,” said the
SHO of the local police station.

“Further investigations are
on. The teacher’s statement shall
be recorded, after which further
penal action shall be taken
against the student,” police said.

SC rejects plea
against CBFC
nod to ‘Article 15

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Monday refused to take up a
petition questioning the certifi-
cate granted by the Central Board
of Film Certification (CBFC) to
Bollywood film Article 15.

Abench of Justices SABobde
and B R Gavai asked the counsel
for petitioner ‘Brahman Samaj of
India’ to approach the appropri-
ate authority for remedy.

“Go to the appropriate au-
thority under the Act,” the bench
told the counsel who contended
that the film had “objectionable
dialogues” that could fan casteri-
valries. ENS

Tigress, 2 cubs

found dead in
Maharashtra

Nagpur: Atigress and its two cubs
were found dead in Bramhapuri
forest division of Chandrapur dis-
trict on Monday;, officials said.
Chandrapur Chief
Conservator of Forest, RamaRao,
said the carcasses were found on
a farmland in Chimur tehsil,
nearly 6 km from the forest area.
A partly-eaten carcass of a calf
was found nearby, he said.
Officials said that a farmer,
Pandurang Chaudhari, on whose
land the carcasses were found, had
reportedly laced the calf’s carcass
with poison after the animal was
killed by stray dogs. “We are inter-
rogating him toascertain the facts.
We will arrest him,"” Rao said. ENS
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INS asks govt to withdraw

Tokeep eye on Registry, SC turns to CBI, cops

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE SUPREME Court has drawn
up a plan to enlist services of offi-
cers of the CBI and Delhi Police to
ensure that only clean recruits en-
ter its service.

These officers, whowillbe on
deputation, will be designated as
Additional Registrars, Branch
Officers etc in the Registry and
will “coordinate between the
court and the enforcement au-
thorities”, a senior official associ-
ated with the development said.

"Before a new recruit joins,
these officers will ensure that
they have no criminal or corrupt

antecedents,” the official said
adding it was not meant to be a
surveillance cell to monitor exist-
ing employees.

The decision has been ap-
proved by Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi, actingin his capac-
ity as the administrative head.

"The modalities for imple-
menting it will be worked out in
acoupleof days,” the official said.
On the number of such officers
that would be recruited, the offi-
cial said "it willdepend on the re-
quirement and that will be
knownin a few days".

The need for such a mecha-
nism was felt after two of its offi-
cials were dismissed for allegedly
tampering with a summoning or-

der of the courtinacase concern-
ing aleading business house.

A lawyer had also come up
with allegations that some termi-
nated officials of the court played
apartintryingto framethe CJlus-
ing sexual harassment charges.

The lawyer, Utsav Bains,
claimed that he had been "in-
formed by reliable sources that
certain ‘fixers', who claim to be
engaged in illegally managing
judgments in exchange for cash,
are behind this plot as the Hon'ble
CJI has taken decisive action to
crack down on such fixers".

Following this, the Supreme
Court on April 25 asked retired
judge Justice A K Patnaik to con-
duct an enquiry into the allega-

Roads in Srinagar wore a deserted look on Monday, with shops and business establishments

shut. Shuaib Masoodi

BURHAN WANI DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Shutdown in Valley, Amarnath
convoy movement suspended

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JAMMU, JULY 8

WITH A complete shutdown ob-
served in Kashmir Valley to mark
the third death anniversary of
Hizbul Mujahideen militant
Burhan Wani, the administration
suspended the movement of a
convoy of nearly 5,000 pilgrims,
who had to leave Jammu’s
Bhagwati Nagar Yatri Niwas for
the Amarnath shrine on Monday
morning, in view of the strike call
by the Joint Resistance
Leadership.

Authorities also imposed re-
strictions in several parts of the
Valley to prevent any protest
march.

Roads in Srinagar and else-
where wore a deserted look on
Monday with commercial shops
and business establishments re-
maining shut. Reports of a com-
plete shutdown were also re-
ceived from other districts in the
Valley and educational institutes
across Kashmir were closed.

Train service was suspended
for security reasons in the Valley.
Mobile internet services were
suspended in several areas of

Pratap Bhanu Mehta (right) with Vinod Mehta’s wife Sumita
Mehta and Major General Ashok Mehta (retd) at the Vinod
Mehta memorial lecture in New Delhi Monday. Praveen Khanna

Liberalism also faces
challenge of populism
today, says Mehta

ASHNABUTANI
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

“THE END of liberalism is an-
nounced very frequently glob-
ally —itis almost like a recurring
theme that there is a fundamen-
tal infirmity that makes it peri-
odically vulnerable,” Ashoka
University Vice Chancellor and
The Indian Express Contributing
Editor Pratap Bhanu Mehta said
on Monday.

Delivering a speech on ‘The
End of Liberalism’, Mehta
pointed out that Russian
President Vladimir Putin had last
week announced the death of
liberalism. “His statement raises
the question of whether liberal-
ism as a certain kind of norma-
tive horizon, which has defined
personal, institutional and polit-
ical thinking, has outlived its util-
ity,” he said.

The event was in memory of
journalist Vinod Mehta, who
died a year ago.

His elder brother, Major
General Ashok Mehta (retd), in-
troduced Pratap Bhanu Mehta as
“the real Mehta”. The topic was
chosen, he said, since Vinod
Mehta had a “distinctive liberal
trait that we all miss a lot”.

Pratap Bhanu Mehta said:
“One argument against liberal-
ism is that it has failed because
it succeeded. As an insurgent
ideology, it was alright, but when

it becomes a hegemonic ideol-
ogy, itfails because everything it
touches becomes the opposite of
what was intended.”

Giving an example, he said
liberalisation of the market has
turned into its opposite: com-
modification. “Similarly, every
liberal principle, in the extreme
version, becomes the opposite of
what was intended,” he said.

Another argument is that it
turned into neoliberalism. “The
netresult of this transformation
is the rising inequality, and struc-
tures of plutarchy (or plutocracy)
and oligarchy that governus,” he
said. Liberalism rests on a funda-
mentalilliberal ground — it does
not address who gains member-
ship of a political community, he
said. “Thisis a challenge in every
country, with NRC in India, im-
migration in the US.”

While liberalism has to bat-
tle all of these fronts simultane-
ously, it is also faced with the
challenge of populism today, he
said.

“l am not making any pre-
scriptions, but we can deduce
that we need to have clarity over
our own sense of self and ac-
knowledge the gap between the
grim social reality and the high
moral aspiration of liberalism,”
he said, adding that Vinod Mehta
would have said the same.
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South Kashmir.

Hurriyat Chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq was placed under
house arrest. Police sources said
that additional security person-
nel were deployed at sensitive
spots to prevent protests.

A senior police officer told
The Indian Express that no law
and order problem was reported
from any part of the Valley. “The
situation overall was peaceful,”
the officer said.

Meanwhile, in Jammu, an of-
ficial said that there are 1,555 reg-
istered allotments for pilgrims
putting up at the yatri niwas.

SC rejects plea
seeking ‘entry of
Muslim women
into mosques’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE SUPREME Court on Monday
rejected a petition — by the
Kerala unit of Akhil Bharat Hindu
Mahasabha — seeking “permis-
sion for Muslim women to enter
and pray in mosques” and ques-
tioning the purdah system.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi and Justices
Deepak Gupta and Aniruddha
Bose dismissed the appeal
against an order passed by the
the Kerala High Court, which had
alsorejected the plea. While dis-
missing the case, the apex court
questioned the locus standi of
the petitioner and said, “Let the
aggrieved person come
before us.”

The High Court had in
October last year dismissed the
petition, calling it “motivated”
and a “cheap publicity” tactic.

“A petition alleging violation
of fundamental rights must in-
dicate the nature of the right that
is allegedly breached, the factual
components of such right, as also
the action that resulted in its
breach.” the court had said.

“We suspect therefore that
this PIL is motivated by a desire
of the petitioner for cheap pub-
licity. We are of the view that the
proceedings under Article 226 of
the Constitution of India cannot
be permitted to be misused for
such purposes,” it said.

tions. The court also asked the CBI
Director, Intelligence Bureau
Director and Delhi Police
Commissioner to cooperate with
the inquiry.

Besides the move to
strengthen the court's vigilance,
the (JI has also approved plans to
constitute a Human Resource
Management Cell, Recruitment
Celland Training Cell in the court.

"Initially all matters related to
employees HR were looked after
by the administrative branch.
Now the Registry has grown and
has almost 2,200 employees. So
the need for a specialised cell was
felt. The new cell will look after all
matters of service and all cadre-
related issues. For instance, their

Officer held for
“false report’ in
IMA Group case

Bengaluru: A Bengaluru Police
SIT probing the multi-crore IMA
Group Ponzi scheme fraud on
Monday arrested Bengaluru
Urban district deputy commis-
sioner B M Vijay Shankar for al-
legedly issuing a false report
about the group in 2018, which
allowed the company to dodge
the seizure of its assets.

Shankar has been accused of
taking a bribe of Rs 1.5 crore from
the IMA Group to provide a
favourable report at a time when
investor complaints against the
company were on the rise and
revenue officials had initiated
proceedings to seize the com-
pany’s assets. On November 16,
2018, the revenue department
had issued a seizure notice.

Last week, the SIT arrested
the Bangalore North region
Assistant Commissioner
(Revenue)LCNagarajand anac-
countant  identified as
Manjunath for allegedly receiv-
ing a bribe of Rs 4.5 crore from
the IMA Group to drop the asset
seizure proceedings.

Shankar “hid factsand gave a
report favouring IMA and the
main accused”, the SIT said.ENS

evaluating performance, purg-
ing-non performing staff, cadre
review at the age of 55 etc"”, the
source said.

Recruitment to the various
posts in the administrative wing
was handled by the Registry till
now. Henceforth, the
Recruitment Cell will take care of
this.

The proposed Training Cell,
officials believe, will alsogo along
way in imparting skill training to
the court staff. "They will be
trained in time management, on
how to use information technol-
ogy, etc,” the official said, adding
"there will also be specialised
training for court masters and
others".

Days after assault,

forest officer faces
SC/ST Act case

Hyderabad: Days after being at-
tacked by a mob led by a TRS
leader, Forest Range Officer C
Anitha and 15 of her colleagues
have been booked under the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

A case was filed at Easgaon
police station based on a com-
plaint by M Saroja, a tribal who
claimed that she was abused and
harassed by Anitha and her col-
leagues before the FRO was as-
saultedinavillage in Kagaznagar
in Komaram Bheem Asifabad dis-
trict on June 30.

While Anitha and other forest
officials were assaulted by amob
led by former Zilla Parishad vice-
chairman Konneru Krishna Rao,
across-complaint was lodged on
Saturday by Saroja, who claimed
that her family owns the land on
which the forest officials were
trying to plant saplings as part of
an afforestation programme, and
accused Anitha of referring to her
caste while abusing her.

Anitha has denied the allega-
tions. “This case is foisted by polit-
ical leaders who led the attack on
me... The woman was tutored by
thelocal elected representatives to
file the false case,” shesaid. ENS

Court hearing begins in
Italian marines’ case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
THEHAGUE, JULY 8

AN INTERNATIONAL arbitration
courton Monday began hearing
into Italy’s request to direct India
to drop all criminal prosecution
against two Italian marines ac-
cused of killing two Indian fish-
ermen off the Kerala coast in
2012, and grant Rome jurisdic-
tion in the case.

Italy’s representative to the
International ~ Court  of
Arbitration, Francesco Azzarello,
said Rome should have jurisdic-
tion over the case because the
two marines — Massimiliano
Latorre and Salvatore Girone —
were functionaries of the Italian
state doing their duty on board
an Italian flagged ship in inter-
national waters.

Azzarello told the court that
India already considers the
marines guilty.

“In India’s eyes there is no
presumption of innocence: the
marines were guilty of murder
even before the charges were
laid,” he was quoted as telling the

Girone and Latorre. APFile

court by Italian news agency
ANSA.

He also said, “there were un-
justifiable postponements of the
trial in India. Special procedures
were invented in violation of the
Indian Constitution.”

Inresponse, India’s represen-
tative G Balasubramanian told
the court, “Italy maintains it has
the exclusive jurisdiction in the
case but one must take into ac-
count the fact that India and the
two fishermen are the victims in
this case.”

He said the fishermen aboard
anIndian boat were killed by in-
dividuals who were on a mer-
chant ship.

Customs duty on newsprint

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE INDIAN Newspaper Society
(INS) has asked the government
to withdraw the 10 per cent
Customs duty imposed on im-
portof “newsprint, uncoated pa-
per used for printing of newspa-
pers and lightweight coated
paper used for magazines” an-
nounced in the Budget last week.

In a statement on Monday,
the INS said “publishers of news-
papers and magazines are al-
ready reeling under severe finan-
cial pressure due to many factors
like lower advertisement rev-
enues, higher costs and digital
onslaught from technological gi-
ants”. It said “small and medium
newspapers will go into deeper
losses and many of them will be
forced to close down”.

KERALA

The INS sought the govern-
ment’s “urgent intervention” to
“save Indian newspaper industry
by scrapping the unbearable bur-
denimposed onit”.

It said the annual “total con-
sumption” of newsprint in the
country “is estimated at 2.50 mil-
lion tonnes” while the “capacity
of the domestic industry is only
1 million tonnes”. It said that in
“the case of uncoated (glazed)
and lightweight coated paper,
there are no domestic manufac-
turers”.

On Saturday, the Association
of Indian Magazines (AIM) had
also asked the government to
withdraw the 10 per cent
Customs duty. “This is a double
whammy for print media which
is going through unprecedented
crisis due to declining revenues,
caused by the prevailing macro-
economic conditions,” it said.

Rift in Syro-Malabar
church after ‘tainted’
Cardinal reinstated

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
JULY 8

CRACKS HAVE deepened in
Kerala-based Syro-Malabar
Catholic Church over the rein-
statement of allegedly tainted
Cardinal George Alencherry as
head of Ernakulam archdiocese,
with protesting priests threaten-
ing to take to the streets against
the Cardinal.

The bid for a truce between
Allencherry and two auxiliary
bishops failed after the latter de-
manded that their suspension
should be revoked.

Alencherry was removed as
the archbishop of Ernakulam
archdiocese last year following his
alleged involvement in a land
scam, which caused huge losses
to the Church. Two weeks ago, the
Vaticanreinstated Alencherry and
suspended auxiliary bishops
Sebastian Adayanthrath and Jose
Puthenveettil.

The two had supported priests
of the archdiocese in the alleged
land scam. When Alencherry re-
turned to office, the auxiliaries
were asked to move out of the
Cardinal House in Kochi.

Fr Jose Vailikodath, spokesper-
son of the protesting priests, on
Monday said, “The laymen are
wiaiting to join hands with priests
for an agitation against the
Cardinal. On Sunday, around a
thousand laymen had attended a
meeting called by priests.If the is-
sues are not sorted out, we will
have an open agitation against the
Cardinal.”

Jose said Alencherry had
called the suspended bishops for
a meeting on Sunday night, but
the duo refused to stay with
Alencherry at the Cardinal House

EXPLAINED

Synod set for
show of
strength

THE SYNOD of the Syro-
Malabar Church is set to
meet next month, and
with six diocese under
the archdiocese of
Thalassery in north
Kerala extending support
to the beleaguered
Cardinal George
Alencherry much before
the Vatican reinstated
him as head of the arch-
diocese, the ensuing
synod is likely to see a
show of strength be-
tween bishops support-
ing Alencherry and those
opposing him.

since their suspension was not
revoked.

Jose said, “We want both aux-
iliary bishops reinstated and a
new administrative archbishop
appointed for Ernakulam archdio-
cese. If more disciplinary actions
are taken against other priests
who stand for transparency and
honesty in Church administration,
we will not remain silent. A cardi-
nal facing criminal cases and
heading the administration of a
diocese isimmoral.”
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PERSONAL

Itis for general information
that I,Reema Yadav,W/0
Late.Mahendra Yadav
Residing at-7B/29,Abhimanyu
Gali,Vishwas Nagar,North East
Delhi,Delhi-110032.inform that
name of mine hasbeen
wrongly-written as Rajesh
Yadav in my Voter ID-Card.The
actual name of mine is Reema
Yadav which may be amended
accordingly. 0040502376-9

Itis for general information
thatI,Asha Nagpal W/o Late
Rajesh Kumar Nagpal R/o-
H.N.-B-852 Gautam
Gali.No.2,Jwala Nagar,
Shahdara Delhi-110032,inform
that name of mine hasbeen
wrongly written as Ashain my
minor son Nikhil Nagpal 13-
Years Educational Documents.
The actual name of mineis
Asha Nagpal which may be
amended accordingly.

0040502342-5

I,Munish Jain,S/O-Late Shri
Kuldep Jain,R/0O-D-
665,Second-floor, Saraswati-
Vihar,Pitam Pura,Delhi-
110034,declare my name
Manish Jainin other legal
documents so Munish Jain
And Manish Jainis the same
person. 0040502376-5

I,Manish Gupta,S/0-Mahesh
Khandelwal,R/0-C-180,Ashok
Vihar,Phase-1,Delhi-
110052,Manish Khandelwal in
bank A/C Manish Guptain
Adhar Card and other
documents so both are same
person. 0040502376-6

I,Hemant Kumar Singh,S/0 Raj
Kumar Aggarwal,R/0-
H.No0.915/22,Shiv Nagar,
Gurgaon,Haryana,have
changed my name to Hemant
Kumar Aggarwal for all
purposes. 0040502376-1

I,Gaurav Kakkar S/o0-Anil Kumar
Kakkar R/0-R-15-A Upper-
Ground-Floor Khirki-
Extension, Malviya-Nagar
Delhi-17.inform that my
father’s name wrongly-
mentioned Anil Kumar in my
Educational-Documents but
Father’s correct-name is Anil
Kumar Kakkar. 0040502381-5

I,Davinder Kaur Sudan W/o-
Mohinder Pal Singh H.No.WZ-
22 3rd-Floor Back-Side Sant-
Nagar-Colony Tilak-Nagar
Delhi-110018.changed my
name to Devinder Kour.

0040502378-2

I,Babita Gupta,W/0 Manish
Khandelwal,R/0,C-180,Ashok-
Vihar Phase-1,Delhi-
110052,Babita khandelwal in
bank A/C Babita Guptain
Adhar Card & other
documents so both are same
person. 0040502376-4

I, hitherto known as Geeta
Kumari W/o Ashok Kumar
residing at H.No.-435,0nkar
Nagar,Gali No.-33,Tri
Nagar,Delhi-110035 have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as GEETA.

0040502286-1

I, Vanshika Singhal, D/O : Pooja
R/0:109, Second Floor, GaliNo
3-4,New Lahore, Shastri
Nagar, Delhi-110031 have
changed my name to Vanshika

0070663896-1

I,Sarbjit Kaur W/O Harvinder
Pal Singh R/0-B-3/73 C,Keshav
Puram, Delhi-110035. Changed
My Name To Sarabjit Kaur.

0040502333-5

I, Tanseer S/o Taslim R/o-
Jafarpur Urf Odhapur,
Audhapur, Baghpat, have
changed my name to Tanseer
Khan, for all purposes.

0040502323-4

I, Sundram H.No. 535, Ground
Floor,Baba Mohalla, Near CBR
Chowk, Aya Nagar, New Delhi -
110047 have changed my name
to Sundram Singh.

0070663902-1

I, Sudhir S/0 Mahinder
Singh,R/0-House no-70Village
Muradpur Tekna, Rohtak,
Haryana-124411,have changed
my name to Sudhir Kumar.

0040502376-3

I, Sudhir Kumar Bihani S/o
Ishwar Narayan Bihani R/o0-C-
76 Vivek-Vihar, Phase-1 Delhi-
110095, have changed the
name of my minor son
Vasudev Bihani(Age-8years)
and he shall hereafter be
known as Vashu Bihani.

0040502342-3

I, Subhash Chauhan S/o Shri
Tapsi Chauhan R/o House No-
365, East Part of outer Ring
Road, Badli Village Delhi-
110042 have changed my
daughter’s name from Taniya
Chauhan to Tanya Chauhan for
all future 0040502352-1

I, Sinder Singh S/o0 Amar Singh
R/0-414 Near-Shah Jamal-Peer
Ramba-(62) Kamal, Haryana-
132116. Have changed my
name to Surinder Singh.

0040502378-3

I, Simran D/o Ram Chander R/o
C-9/126, Sector-5, Rohini,
Delhi-110085, have changed
my name to CHANDA.

0040502278-1

I, Shikha Sharma W/o Manoj
Kumar Sharma R/o0 H.N0-801,
Street No-2, Tyagi Nagar,
Swarg Ashram Road Hapur UP
have changed my nameto
Pallavi Upadhyay forever.

0040502294-1

I, ShakyanshS/0SP Singh R/o
50, Sadatpur Main Road, Delhi-
110094 have changed my name
from Shakyansh to Shakyansh
Singh for all purposes.

0040502315-1

I, Shagun D/o Sudhir R/0 659
DDA SFS Flats, Sector-22,
Dwarka-110077, have changed
my name to Shagun Mittal for
all purposes. 0040502359-1

I, Santosh S/o-Bhagwati Parsad
R/0 KH.N0.321/155 Janta Vihar
Mukandpur Delhi-110042.
Changed my name to Santosh
Kumar. for all purposes.

0040502323-6

I, Sanjay Kumar Gupta S/o
Suresh Chand Gupta R/o RZA-
69/1, Vijay-Enclave, Palam
Village, New-Delhi have
changed my name to Sanjay
Kant Gupta for future.

0040502381-6

I, Sanidhya Juyal S/o Shri Naresh
Kumar SharmaR/o H. No. 439,
Sector-11, Vasundhara,
Ghaziabad (U.P.), that my
correct name is Sannidhya
Juyal for all future purposes.

0040502328-1

I, Saheal SharmaS/o0 Ramesh
Kumar, H.N0.1678, Dabua
Colony, Faridabad, Haryana-
121001, have changed my name
to Sahil for all purposes.

0040502376-8

I, Rohit Kumar Sadh S/0
Santosh Sadh.R/01-7,S/F,
Lajpat-Nagar-I, N.Delhi-
110024.Changed My Name To
Rohit Sadh. 0040502381-1

I, Ritesh Kumar Sherawat S/o
Randhir Singh R/0-L-286, L-
Block, MahipalPur, Delhi-
110037.have changed my name
toRitesh Kumar. 040502342-2

I, Rita Goel W/o Pawan Kumar
Goel R/0 H.NO-70, Block-B,
Sector-39, Noida Gautam Budh
Nagar-201301 have changed
my name Reeta Goel for all
purposes. 0040502285-1

I, Ravindar Negi S/o Anand Negi,
R/oH-1406, Stellar-Jeevan,
Sector-01, Greater-Noida West,
Kulesara, Gautam-Buddha-
Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-201306,
Have Changed My Name to
Ravindar Singh Negi.

0040502333-9

I, Tarun Ghai W/o Gurjeet Singh
R/0-K-22, Model Town, Kanker-
Khera, Meerut, UP-250001,have
changed my name to Tarun
Nayyar,for all purposes.

0040502323-3

I, Rajkumari Ramesh,W/0
Ramesh Kumar,
H.No.1678,Dabua Colony,
Faridabad,Haryana-121001,
have changed my nameto
Rajkumari for all purposes.

0040502376-7

I, Rajesh Kumar,S/0 Parshotam
Dass Vansil R/0 D-13/4,Third
Floor, Sector-8,Rohini Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
toRajesh Vansil. 040502376-2

I, Radha Kumari W/o Manish
Kumar Singh R/o0 SMQ-377/H-2,
Camero Complex Subroto Park,
New Delhi-110010 have
changed my name from Radha
Kumarito Radha Kumari Singh
vide affidavit dated 08/07/2019
before NCT Delhi. 040502300-1

I, ROHAN S/0O ANIL KUMAR R/O-
18/481, DDA-FLATS MADANGIR,
NEWDELHI-110062, have
changed my name to ROHAN
CHAUHAN for all purposes.

0040502333-2

I, Punam Kumari W/0 Jagdish
Chandra Khan.H.No-34, Main-
Street, B-Block, Qutub-Vihar-Il,
GoylaDairy, N.Delhi-110071.
Changed My Name To Poonam
Chandra. 0040502381-2

I, Pranjali R/0 E-702, Saraswati
Apartment, IP Extension, Preet
Vihar, New Delhi 110092 have
changed my name to Pranjali
Goyal. 0070663899-1

I, Pooja Singhal D/O: Anita
Gupta, R/0:109, Second Floor,
GaliNo 3-4,New Lahore,
Shastri Nagar, Delhi-110031
have changed my nameto
Pooja. 0070663895-1

I, Pooja Gupta W/0O-Yogesh
Agrawal R/0-Rz-156b/Ug-04,
Raj-Nagar Part-1, Gali.No.-9
Palam.Delhi.Changed My
Name To Pooja Aggarwal.

0040502381-3

I, Pinky & Neetu W/o Pawan
Kumar R/0-B1/10, Hastsal-
Vihar, Uttam-Nagar,
NewDelhi.both are one person
and shall hereafter known as
Neetu,for future. 040502323-8

I, Naresh Kumar S/o Sh.Sube
Singh R/0 H.N0.183, Village
Sultan Pur Dabas, Delhi-110039,
have changed my nameto
Naresh Kumar Dabas for all
purposes. 0040502280-2

I, Nandani Saini W/O Manish
Saini R/0-D-100, Deepali
Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-
110034. Changed My Name To
Nandini Saini. 0040502333-7

I, Naghma Tabbasum,W/0
Mohammad Atiqur Rahman-
R/0-B-3b, Kaneez-Apartment,
Raza-Chowk, Lane-18, Zakir-
Nagar, Okhla, N.Delhi-110025.
Changed My Name To Naghma
Tabassum. 0040502378-10

I, Nabiha Anam D/o Shah Alam
R/0-143-E Pocket-4, Mayur-
Vihar Ph-1, Delhi-110091.have
changed my name to Nabiha.

0040502378-5

I, Md Tabarak Hussain R/o Qrt
No.N-1,Camero Complex
Subroto Park New Delhi-110010
have changed my son’s name
from Mozahid Hussain to
Mojahid Hussain vide affidavit
dated 03/07/2019 before NCT
Delhi 0040502300-2

I, Madhuri Bali w/o Dr Ravi Jyoti
d/o J CBalir/o K-504, Sispal
Vihar, Sec-49, Gurgaon, have
changed my name to Madhuri
Sharma for all future purposes.

0040502394-1

I, Kumari Dipti W/0, Snehraj
Sanskrityayan R/o Flat.N0.202,
G-1/40, Marg, Universal Pub.
School, Mahavir Enclave, ND-45
have changed my name to Dipti
Kumari. 0040502342-7

I, Kavita Chawla W/0 Sanjeev
Gogna R/0-C-391, First-Floor,
Defence-Colony,Lajpat-
Nagar,New-Delhi-110024. Have
Changed my Name to Kavita
Gogna. 0040502378-1

I, Kamani D/o Subhash Chander
R/0-467 Block-O Saurabh-Vihar
Jaitpur Badarpur Delhi-44.
changed my name to Kamini
Sharma. 0040502381-4

I, Jalis Ahmad Saifi S/O
Mohammad Ziaul Hag R/0O-B-
7/183, llI-Floor, Sector-17,
Rohini, Delhi-110089. Changed
My Name To Jalis Ahmed Saifi.

0040502333-4

I, JASWANTS/0 BABU LAL
GARWAL R/O-A-799/A,
SANGAM-VIHAR, N.DELHI-
110062, have changed my name
to JASWANT KUMAR GARWAL
permanently. 0040502333-1

I, Hemant Rai Kapila S/0-
Mangat Kapila,R/0O-56A-UA,
Jawahar-Nagar, Malka Ganj,
Delhi-07.Changed My Name To
Hemant Kapila. 0040502378-8

I, Harvinder Pal Singh Nagi S/O
Mota Singh Nagi R/0O B-
3/73c,Keshav Puram, Delhi-
110035. Changedmy Name To
Harvinder Pal Singh.

0040502333-6

I, Hari Sharma R/0 248 Rishi
Nagar Rani Bagh Shakur Basti
North West Delhi-110034 have
changed my name to Hari
Chand. 0070663903-1

I, Hardip Singh S/o Surinder
Singh R/0-414 Near-Shah
Jamal-Peer Ramba-(62) Kamal,
Haryana-132116.have changed
my name to Hardeep Singh.

0040502378-4

I, Harbhajan Kaur W/O - Sarup
Singh,R/0-179, Police-Colony,
Shalimar-Bagh Delhi-
88.Changed My Name To
Bhajan Kaur. 0040502378-7

I, Gurjeet Singh Nayyar S/o
Charanjeet Singh R/0-K-22,
Model-Town, Kanker-
Khera,Meerut, UP-250001.have
changed my name to Gurjeet
Singh.for all purposes.

0040502323-2

I, Gokul Kumar S/o Ramesh
Pathak R/0 229, Haddo
Mohalla, Madanpur Khadar,
Delhi-110076, informs that the
names of mine, my father and
my mother were wrongly
written as me Gokul, Ramesh
Kumar and Ruby pathak
respectively in 10th certificate,
but our correct names are
Gokul kumar, Ramesh Pathak
and Ruby Devi for future
purpose. 0040502301-1

I, Ejaz Ahmad S/o0,Abdur Rauf
R/0-X-13C, DDA-Flats, New
Ranjeet-Nagar, New Delhi-
110008.have changed my name
to Ajaj Ahmad,for all purposes.

0040502342-4

I, Dilshad Ahmed S/o Sh.Chunnu
Ahmed R/0 H.N0.WZ-498,
Madipur Village, New Delhi-
110063, have changed my name
to Mohd Dilshad for all
purposes. 0040502280-1

I, Deepniharika D/0 Ram Ratan
KushwahaR/0-94/16 A-Block
Baba colony Burari Delhi-84.
Have changed my nameto
Deepniharika Kushwaha for all
purpose. 0040502333-8

I, Davinder Kaur W/O Parminder
Singh, R/0-D-252, Anand-Vihar,
ShakarPur, Delhi-110092.
Changed My Name To
Devender Kaur. 0040502378-9

I, Chinthakindi Deepthi Prasad
W/0, Addagatla Rajashekhar
R/0 HNo 3-7- 769, Bankcolony
2nd Lane, Karimnagar Dist-
Karimnagar, Andhra Pradesh
505001, have changed my name
to Chintakindi Deepthi Prasad.

0040502350-1

I, Babuk Azizi S/o Hashmatullah
R/o Property.No.A-120,Lower
Ground-Floor, Paryavaran-
Complex, Mehrauli,Delhi-
110030.have changed my name
to Babuk Azizi Khan.

0040502342-1

I, Ayush Agarwal S/o Vipul
Agarwal R/o0 86 Vasudha
Enclave Pitampura Delhi-
110034.have changed my name
to Aayush Agarwal.

0040502323-5

I, Ashish Kumar s/o Som Nath
R/0-497, 2nd-Floor, Rishi-
Nagar, RaniBagh, Delhi-
110034,have changed my name
to Ashish Kumar Kakkar,
permanently. 0040502323-10

I, Rageev Ahemad R/0Rz 513
Galino 21 .Tugalkabad Extn
Delhi-110019 have changed my
name to Rageev Ahmad.

0070663901-1

I, Asha W/o Vinod Add-A-165
First-floor near Gandhi
Parkhari Nagar, New Delhi-64.
Changed My Nameto Asha
Arora. 0040502333-10

I, Anil Kumar Tomar R/0 Ram
Mahar-Colony, Village-
Baraula, Sector-49, Near-
Government Hospital,Noida.
have changed my daughter’s
name,from Rishika to Rishika
Tomar. 0040502323-1

I, Amit Kumar S/o GiriLal R/0 C-
15, Siddharth Basti Hari Nagar,
Ashram, New Delhi-110014,
have changed my name from
Amit Kumar to Amit for all
future purposes. 0040502275-1

I, Ajay Kumar S/o,Rattan Chand
SharmaR/o0-1,B-77, 2ndFloor,
Shashi-Garden, Mayurvihar-l,
Delhi-110091. Have changed my
name to Ajay Kumar Sharma.

0040502333-3

I Vijya Raj W/o Ashish Kumar R/o
Srivastava5/1581Vasundharad
Ghaziabad Uttar Pradesh
201012 Have Changed My Name
To Vijya Raj Srivastava For All
Purposes. 0070663878-1

| Suresh Chander S/o Giani Ram
R/0-F-Block H.N.561 SGM-
Nagar Faridabad have change
my Name Suresh Chander to
Suresh Sharma. for all purpose.
0040502342-6

| Pramod S/0 Bhori Lal R/O-
338,Gali no-1,Mangla Puri
Phase-1,Palam Colony,New-
Delhi-110045.Have Changed my
Name to Pramod Kumar.

0040502323-9

I Mohd Umar Malik S/o Mohd
Yasin R/0-12-A/1S, Gali.No-2,
Vijay-Mohalla, Maujpur Delhi-
110053.have changed my
name,from Mohd Umar Malik
to Mohd Umar,for all future
purposes. 0040502323-7

| Maya Mishra Wife Rajkumar
Tiwari R/OVillage-TIWARI Ki
Milki Post -BAIRIA Dist- Ballia-
U.P.Have Changed My Name
Maya Mishra To Maya Tiwari
0040502381-7

I, Swaroop Singh,S/0-Hansa
Singh,R/0-179, Police-Colony,
Shalimar-Bagh Delhi-
88.Changed My Name To Sarup
Singh. 0040502378-6

I, Hemendra Singh S/o Col.
Surinder Singh R/o C-3/206,
Sector-31,Noida U.P. have
changed my name from
Hemender Singh to Hemendra
Singh for all future purposes.

0040502318-1

I,LNavindra Nagar S/o Mr.Tej
Singh Nagar R/o House
No.503,Sector-2C, Vasundhara,
Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh have
changed my name from
Navindra Nagar to Navinder
Nagar for all future purposes.

0040502058-5

I, Yakub S/0 AliMohd R/O
Village Imam Nagar PO Nagina
Tehsil FP Jhirka Mewat Nuh
Haryana-122108 Have Changed
My Name To Mohammad Yakub
For All Future Purposes.

0040502058-7

LOST & FOUND

My original qualifying/passing
certificates issued by C.B.S.E-
having passed the Secondary-
Examination Year-2005
RolIN0.6376103, Senior
Secondary-Examination Year-
2007 RolINo0 6659286, Degrees
B.A.,JBT,CTET, HTET, SC
Certificate,birth certificate
and Adhaar-Card have
lost.Preeti Bhoriya D/o
Karamvir Bhoriya R/0,505,
Pocket-2, Paschimpuri,
N.Delhi-63. 0040502342-10

Itis notified for the information
that my Original Class 12th
Passing Certificate, Delhi
Senior Secondary Examination
of Year 1993 and Roll No.
6618812 by CBSE has been
actually lost. Rajneesh Sharma
House no: 2052, Sector-6,
Bahadurgarh, Haryana-124507,
Tel. 9958349990. 0040502366-1

I, SapanJanaS/o Sachindra
Jana R/0 8/3556-A, Raigar Pura,
Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005
inform that my daughter’s
birth certificate being no-
38801, Registration No-143
dated 17.09.2004 wherein
wrongly written as Manashi
Jana but my dauther’s correct
name is Mansi Jana.

0040502320-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my Client SH.
BHISHAM KUMAR BAJAJ S/O SH.
THAKUR DASS & his wife SMT. SAVITRI
DEVI R/O A-69, ASHA PARK, HARI
NAGAR, NEW DELHI, have severed all
their relations and connections with their
son Mr. Alok Bajaj his wife Swati, have
debarred and disowned them from all
movable & immovable properties, with
immediate effect, due to acting beyond
uncontrol, disobedient, unfamiliar &
irresponsible attitude towards my clients.
Whomsoever deals with them in monetary
form or in any other nature shall do so at
her/his own cost, risk and responsibility.
Sd/-
MANISH KUMAR SINGH (Advocate)
QU- 260A, Pitampura, Delhi-34

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is here by notified that my
client Sh. Rajinder Narula aged about 57
years S/o Jyoti Sawroop R/o Kh. No.- 80/15
Gali No.- 16, Block-A, Baba Colony, Vashisth
Enclave, Burari, North Delhi-84, has
disowned and severed all their relations with
his younger son namely Sh. Mohit Narula, S/o
Sh. Rajinder Narula R/o House No. 400, Gall
No.-12, Vashisht Enclave, Burari, Delhi-84,
Aged about 31 Years as he is quite
disobedient, insolence and of hostile behavior
and are not under the control of my client. My
above said client hereby permanently debar
his aforesaid son and daughter in law from
inheriting my present and future movable and
immovable properties. My client shall not be
held responsible for any acts, deeds and
dealings between my son with any other
person. If anybody deals with him in any
manner whatsoever shall do so at their own
risk, responsibility and consequences.
Sd/-
Manish Kumar & Teresa Kaushal
[Advocates]
(M)- 9654770335

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known that my client MRS. BIMLA
W/O LATE SH. RAMDHAN R/O D-
1467, JAHANGIR PURI, DELHI-
110083, have been left/debar all
relations from her son namely HARI
SHANKAR, daughter-in-law SMT.
ASHA and her daughters namely
KRISHNA W/O SH. RAMESHWAR &
SAVITA W/O SH. DHARAM PAL, and
their children’s, due to their
misbehavior, from her all movable and
immovable properties. Anybody dealing
with them in civil and criminal matter
shall be doing at his/her/their own risk,
cost and responsibility.
Sd/-
SURENDER KUMAR
(Advocate)
En. No. D/152/88

PUBLIC NOTICE

Under Instruction from my Client Mr.
Rambir Singh S/o Late Sh Pyare Lal R/o
V-1 Green Park Extension New Delhi-
110016 the said notice is being Issued
that due to the bad behavior, torture and
criminal antecedents of my son Krishna
@ Sunny R/o W-6 Green Park New
Delhi-110016 my client has renounced
all his relations with him. That he bears
no relations with my client's movable
and Immovable properties in any
manner anybody dealing with him shall
do the same at his own risk. | shall have
no relations with him and any act done
by him have no binding on my client in
any manner whatsoever. That it is also
stated that my client's Son shall have no
right over my properties.
Sd/-
Adv. Anuj Upadhyay
127 A Pocket A
Mayur Vihar New Delhi-110091.
D/306/2010

PUBLIC NOTICE
This Public notice is given to the
general Public that My Clients namely
Smt, Urmila Devi W/o Surender Mittal,
and Ishika Rastogi D/O Surender
Mittal and Aman Mittal S/o Surender
Mittal All R/o H. No. 3022 1t Floor
Katra Babu Mal, near Chaurasi
Ghanta Mandir, Bazar Sita Ram, Delhi-
110006 have severed their all relations
with her husband/ father namely
Surender Mittal S/o Late Mussadi Lal
and have also Directed him not enter
their house bearing No. 3022 1< Floor
Katra Babu Mal, near Chaurasi
Ghanta Mandir Bazar Sita Ram, Delhi-
110006. If he endeavors to illegally
trespass the above property neces-
sary police action as per law shall be
taken against him. If any person deals
with him in any manner then he shall
be doing so at his own risk and my
clients shall not be responsible for
the same.
M.N. Khan (Advocate)
Ch.No.618, Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE
It is hereby informed to all
General Public that my client
namely Shri Kali Ram Goyal
aged about 76 years son of late
Shri Pooran Chand Goyal
Resident of: H.No.15, M.U.
Block, Vishakha Enclave,
Pitampura, Delhi hereby diswon
his Two Sons and Three
Daughters and widow of his
predeceased son namely Late
Shri Vinod Kumar Goyal and
their Four Children (i.e. One Son
and three Daughters) from
inheriting his assets and
properties either Moveable or
Immovable being his class-I
legal heir due to committing
severe harassment and torture
by all of them to my aforesaid
client, whose names are as
under:- (1) Shri Sanjay Goyal (2)
Shri Amit Goyal (3) Smt. Meena
Gupta wife of Shri Mahender
Gupta (4) Smt. Neelam Jain wife
of Shri Ashok Jain (5) Smt.
Archana Garg wife of Shri
Surender Garg (6) Smt. Kaushal
Goyal Widow of Late Shri Vinod
Kumar Goyal (7) Ms. Reeti D/o
Late Shri Vinod Kumar Goyal (8)
Mr. Shruti D/o Late Shri Vinod
Kumar Goyal (9) Ms. Radhika
D/o Late Shri Vinod Kumar
Goyal and (10) Mr. Nirmit Goyal
son of Late Shri Vinod Kumar
Goyal. However my aforesaid
client has also severed all his
relations with his all the above
named sons and daughters as
well as widow daughter-in-law
and above named children of his
predeceased son Vinod Kumar
Goyal and my client shall not be
responsible for their any act
while dealing with any person.
(Ms. Bhawna)
Advocate (D-5222/2017)
Office: 106, 1st Floor,
Best Sky Tower,
Opp. Fun Cinema,
Netaji Subhash Place,
Pitam Pura, Delhi
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EXPLAINED

TELLING NUMBERS

2 in 3 schools have electricity;
5 Northeast states in bottom 10

STATES WHERE LESS THAN HALF THE SCHOOLS HAVE ELECTRICITY
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Source: Unified District Information System for Education, 2017-18 (provisional),
via Ministry of Human Resource Development
Less than two-thirds (63.14%) of the Northeastern states — Assam

country’s schools have electricity con-
nections, according to data from the
Unified District Information System for
Education (UDISE) for 2017-18 (provi-
sional) tabled in Lok Sabha on Monday.

All schools in three Union
Territories — Chandigarh, Dadra &
Nagar Haveli and Lakshadweep —
have a connection, followed by the
states and UTs of Delhi (99.93%),
Gujarat (99.91%), Puducherry, Tamil
Nadu (99.55%), Punjab (99.55%), Goa
(99.54%) and Daman & Diu (98.6%). At
the other extreme are three

(24.28%), Meghalaya (26.34%) and
Tripura (31.11%). Two other
Northeastern states — Arunachal
Pradesh (37.5%)and Manipur(42.08%)
— are in the bottom 10 (see bar graph).

The ministry reply said that under
the erstwhile Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
(SSA) until 2017-18 and the present
Samagra Shiksha (effective from 2018-
19),1,95,519 government elementary
schools have been provided internal
electrification until March 2019. The
ministry provided state-wise figures
for the last three years (see table).

GOVERNMENT ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS ELECTRIFIED, LAST 3 YEARS

STATE 2016-17
Andhra 1,168
Maharashtra 112
Kerala 0
Chhattisgarh 105
Uttarakhand 0
Himachal 68

2017-18 2018-19
2,595 0
519 0

0 613

19 281

50 170

39 10

Source: Quarterly progress reports furnished by states, via Ministry of HRD

THIS WORD MEANS
PROVENANCE

Ownership record of works of art, at the centre of
controversy around auctioned Tutankhamen head

ON THURSDAY, Christie’s auctioned a
stone head of pharaoh Tutankhamen,
amid protests by Egyptian authorities and
activists (The Indian Express, July 8). At the
heart of the controversy around the sale,
which fetched £4.7 million ($6 million), is
the question of ‘provenance’. In matters of
antiques, the word means “the record of
the ownership of amovable work of art”.

When provenance is unclear, museums
and institutions of repute do not usually
deal with such works of art. Over 100 coun-
tries are signatories to the UNESCO 1970
Convention on the Means of Prohibiting
and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export
and Transport of Ownership of Cultural
Property. For evidence of provenance, UN-
ESCO relies on an Interpol database of
stolen objects and national inventories.

When an object is not listed, establishing
its provenance becomes problematic.

In this case, Egyptian officials have al-
leged that the pharaoh’s head was stolen,
while Christie’s has asserted that it can
date its provenance to a time before the
UNESCO Convention came into effect. The
Guardian quoted Zahi Hawass, a former
Egyptian minister of antiquities, as say-
ing that he believed the head had beenil-
legally exported in 1970 — the year UN-
ESCO instituted the Convention. On the
other hand, Christie’s said in a statement:
“The present lot was acquired from Heinz
Herzer, a Munich-based dealer in 1985.
Prior to this, Joseph Messina, an Austrian
dealer, acquired it in 1973-74 from Prinz
Wilhelm von Thurn und Taxis who reput-
edly had itin his collection by the 1960s.”

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, JULY 8

LAST WEEK, Minister of State for Home G K
Reddy told Parliament that between 1985 and
February 28, 2019, Foreigners’ Tribunals in
Assam have declared 63,959 persons foreign-
ersinexparte proceedings — or, in the absence
of these persons. According to state govern-
ment data presented in an affidavit to the
Supreme Court and in the Assembly this year,
FTs declared 1,03,764 persons foreigners be-
tween 1985 and August 2018. These would in-
clude many of the 63,959 whose cases were
decided by ex parte orders until February 2019.

How do Foreigners’ Tribunals work?
These are a key player in the exercise to
identify illegal immigrants in Assam, and in
focus now ahead of the July 15 publication of
the final National Register of Citizens (NRC).
The Foreigners’ Tribunals — 100 existing and
200 more to be functional by September 1 —
are quasi-judicial bodies meant to “furnish
opinion on the question as to whether a per-
son is or is not a foreigner within the mean-
ing of Foreigners Act, 1946”. In 1964, the
Centre passed the Foreigners’ (Tribunals)
Order under provisions of Section 3 of the Act.
The FTs get two kinds of cases: those against
whom a “reference” has been made by border
police, and those whose names in the elec-
toral rolls have a D (Doubtful) against them.

Under what provision do Foreigners’
Tribunals pass ex parte orders?

Section 9 of the Foreigners Act says that
“the onus of proving that such person is not
a foreigner or is not a foreigner of such par-
ticular class or description, as the case may
be, shall, not withstanding anything con-
tained in the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, lie
upon such person”.

Thus, the accused has to prove he or she
isanIndian. “Since the onus is on the person,
if he or she is absconding and doesn’t appear
before the tribunal, the member can pass an
ex parte order,”a former member of a
Foreigners’ Tribunal, who did not want to be
named, told The Indian Express.

Previously, under the Illegal Migrants
(Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983, the
onus of proving one’s nationality or otherwise
lay on the complainant. In 2005 (Sarbananda
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Declared ‘foreigners’ in absence

In 33 years, 64,000 in Assam have been declared foreigners by ex parte orders. Under what circumstances
do Foreigners’ Tribunals deliver such orders? Ahead of publication of final NRC, a look at a complex process

AForeigners’ Tribunal in Barpeta, one of the 100 in Assam. Abhsihek Saha

Sonowalvs Union Of India), the Supreme Court
struckdown the IMDT Act and held thatit “has
created the biggest hurdle and is the mainim-
pediment or barrier in the identification and
deportation of illegal migrants”.

What are the circumstances under
which ex parte orders are passed?

In an affidavit in the Supreme Court in
April this year, the Assam government said,
“Inforeigners’ cases, it is seen that when one
comes to know that an investigation is being
made regarding his citizenship status or that
a reference has been made against him, he
shifts to other unknown places and there re-
mains no option before the Foreigners’
Tribunals but to decide the cases ex parte.”
The affidavit adds that in some cases, the sus-
pected foreigner “appears before the
Foreigners’ Tribunals on receipt of the notice
and even files written statements along with
few copies of documents” but eventually
stops appearing on later dates.

“However, it is seen that he remains ab-
sent for quite a long period and the cases are
disposed of ex parte on the basis of the copies
of documents and written statements filed
by him. These are the few reasons for which
large number of reference cases are disposed
of ex parte by the Foreigners’ Tribunals,” the

Assam government told the Supreme Court.

But why do the accused stop appearing?
Families of persons who have faced
Foreigners Tribunals and their lawyers cited var-
ious reasons, a key one being that the notice of-
ten fails toreach theaccused. “Anoticeis served,
say,attherented house of a construction labourer

where haswas staying when the borderwing of

the Assam Police had investigated him months
earlier. The person does not stay there anymore
and has moved to work at another construction
site in another district,and he won't get the no-
ticeand won't know thathe hastoappearatthe
Tribunal,” said lawyer Aman Wadud, who has
represented many alleged foreigners at Gauhati
High Court and Foreigners’ Tribunals.

“In a vast majority of cases, police don’t
serve the notice of the Tribunal upon the ac-
cused — as aresult, these persons are declared
foreigners without their knowledge,” Wadud
alleged. “In some cases, despite receiving the
notice, many don’t appear or stop after a few
appearances because of poverty, illiteracy and
complexity of the procedure. There are also
cases where the accused didn’t appear be-
cause of wrong advice by lawyers.”

The government affidavit mentioned the
issue of the way notices are served. It said that
inmany cases, the “proceedees evade and re-

fuse to accept the notices and therefore the
notices are served in the substituted manner
as provided”. “Onreceipt of the report of such
service submitted by the process server, the
cases are disposed of ex parte,” it said.

Rule 3A of the Foreigners’ (Tribunal) Order,
1964, says that if a Tribunal has passed an ex
parte order and if the person has “sufficient
cause” for non-appearance, the person has to
file an application within 30 days of the order.
If that happens, the FT member can set aside
the ex parte order and decide the case accord-
ingly. This allows FT members to decline toac-
cept an application if filed after 30 days.
Lawyers also argue that if an ex parte order has
been passed, it is highly unlikely that the per-
son will get to know of it within 30 days.

Can an accused contest an ex parte order?

The government affidavit said: “The said
order may be reviewed by the Foreigners’
Tribunalif sufficient reasons are shown by the
proceedee for his absence or for having no
knowledge about the cases, within the absence
or for having no knowledge about such order.”

The provision for review derives from
CrPC Order 9 Rule 13, which says that if one
satisfies the court that the summons was not
duly served, or that one was prevented by any
sufficient cause from appearing when the suit
was called on for hearing, the court can pass
an order setting aside the ex parte order.

Not many lawyers, however, use this pro-
vision, according to the former Tribunal
member. A Guwahati-based lawyer said
many lawyers do not apply for a review be-
cause the accused has to appear before the
Tribunal to file his appeal, and “if the order
is not set aside that day, then he or she will be
arrested”. Because of the risk of arrest, some
lawyers, in fact, advise their clients to not ap-
pear on the final day of their case.

What happens if an exparte order does
not come up for review, or a review fails?

If police can track the person after the or-
der, he or she will be arrested and put into a
detention camp. If not, the person will be an
‘untraced foreigner’. Many ‘declared foreign-
ers’ appeal in the High Court and then the
Supreme Court against an order by the FT.
There are many in Assam’s six detention
camps — as aresult of both ex parte and con-
tested orders —whose appeals are pending
in higher courts.

What the change of power in Greece signals

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

SUNDAY'S NATIONAL elections have ended
Alexis Tsipras’ tenure as the prime minister of
Greece. The firebrand leader of the left-wing
Syriza (an acronym for The Coalition of the
Radical Left) party conceded defeat after
Kyriakos Mitsotakis’ centre-right New
Democracy party won aresounding mandate,
cornering nearly 40 per cent of the vote and
reaching a comfortable majority of 158 seats
in the 300-seat strong house. Tsipras, who
came to power in 2015, half expected electoral
losses after the setback in the European
Parliament elections in May, and advanced
the national elections due in October in a bid
to minimise damage. However, his successor
has a tough road ahead as the problems plagu-
ing Greece have no easy solutions.

Why did Syriza lose?

In many ways, the party’s performance
was intrinsically linked to the declining ap-
peal of its charismatic leader, Tsipras. Although
itis true that under his leadership, Greece has
slowly stepped back from the brink of a grave
financial crisis, yet, over the years, Tsipras

steadily moved away from his radical begin-
nings - including holding a referendum to ask
whether Greeks wanted to move out of the
eurozone. During his tenure, he moved closer
to the political centre inside the country and
became closely aligned to the same eurozone
countries and institutions such as the
International Monetary Fund that he opposed
during his mercurial rise four years ago. In the
end, it was his core constituency of voters that
seem to have abandoned him as they grew
disenchanted and impatient with his rule.

What were the key issues in the election?
The first major issue is the poor health of
the Greek economy. The onerous demands
placed by the bailout provided by the IMFand
eurozone countries has had a crippling effect
ongovernment spending. Each year there have
been cuts in government spending adversely
affecting pensions and healthcare benefits etc.
On top of that, the government has also
slapped high taxes - both onincome and prop-
erty. By itself,an economic growth rate of 2 per
cent has not been enough to generate enough
jobs and income and alleviate the misery even
as taxation has broken the back of the middle
class and businesses. Predictably, unemploy-
ment has soared to 18 per cent — an unusually

Outgoing Greek PM Tsipras (right)
congratulates new PM Mitsotakis. Reuters

high figure for a eurozone economy.
What has exacerbated the discontent
among Greeks already reeling under a decade-

long economic distress has been the issue of

hundreds of thousands of migrants coming
into the country from Syria and other border-
ing nations. The country has beenincreasingly
divided over how to treat the immigrants es-

pecially when Greeks themselves do not have
access to basic healthcare and living conditions.

Does the new PM have the answers?

Not really. Mitsotakis, who is the son of a
former Greek PM, and has been educated in
Harvard and Stanford, seems to have benefited
from the voter’s anger against Tsipras. Asa per-
sonality, the understated and soft-spoken
Mitsotakis is quite different from his predeces-
sor. However, much like his predecessor who
moved towards the political centre from the
left, Mitsotakis has been steadily moving to-
wards the centre from the right. Many of views
donotexactly mirror those of other right-wing
leaders. For instance, he reportedly supports
LGBT rights and a less harsh approach on mi-
gration. Retaining the support of those who
have moved towards him, either away from
the far-right Golden Dawn party or from the
centre-left Syriza, would be a key challenge.

Similarly, on the economy, although
Mitsotakis has come to power promising
lower taxes and more prosperity, yet given
the fact that Greece is obligated to stringent
fiscal limits, which, in turn, requires the gov-
ernment to limit its spending and boost its
revenues, there is very little that Mitsotakis
can do to turn things around in a hurry.

Where to plant a trillion trees to save planet: study maps all land available

KABIRFIRAQUE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

RESTORATION OF forests has long been seen
as a potential measure to combat climate
change. The latest special report by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
suggests that anincrease of 1 billion hectares
of forest will be necessary to limit global
warming to 1.5°C by 2050. What has so far
been unclear, however, is how much of this
tree cover might be actually possible in the
existing conditions on the planet.

Now, researchers have quantified how
much land around the world is available for
reforestation, as well as the extent of car-
bon emissions these would prevent from
being released into the atmosphere. Trees,
which absorb carbon dioxide, are a natural
sink for the gas emitted into the atmos-
phere. According to the US National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, trees ab-
sorb about 25% of the carbon dioxide re-
leased into the atmosphere by the burning

of fossil fuels, while the oceans absorb an-
other 25%. The half that remains in the at-
mosphere contributes to global warming.

How they worked it out

The study, by researchers with the
Crowther Lab of ETH Zurich university, has
been published in the journal Science. On
the basis of nearly 80,000 images from
around the world, they calculated that
around 0.9 billion hectares of land would
be suitable for reforestation. “We are trying
torestore a trillion trees,” Thomas Crowther,
co-author of the paper and founder of the
Crowther Lab, told The Indian Express by
email. If an area of 0.9 billion hectares is in-
deed reforested, the researchers calculated,
it could ultimately capture two-thirds of hu-
man-made carbon emissions.

“One aspect was of particular impor-
tance to us as we did the calculations: we
excluded cities or agricultural areas from
the total restoration potential as these ar-
eas are needed for human life,” lead author
Jean-Francois Bastin said in a statement.

Land that can support trees (total of current forested areas and forest cover
potential available for restoration). Crowther Lab/ETH Zurich

Earth’s continuous tree cover is cur-
rently 2.8 billion hectares, and the re-
searchers calculated that the land available
could support 4.4 billion hectares, or an ad-

ditional 1.6 billion hectares. Out of this, 0.9
billion hectares — an area the size of the US
— fulfil the criterion of not being used by
humans, according to the paper.

These new forests, once mature, could
store 205 billion tonnes of carbon, the re-
searchers calculated. That is about two-
thirds of the 300 billion tonnes of carbon
that has been released into the atmosphere
as a result of human activity since the in-
dustrial age.

“But we must act quickly, as new forests
will take decades to mature and achieve
their full potential as a source of natural car-
bon storage,” Crowther said.

Where’s that land

In India, there is room for an estimated
9.93 million extra hectares of forest,
Crowther told The Indian Express. India’s ex-
isting forest cover makes up 7,08,273 sq km
(about 70.83 million hectares) and tree cover
another 93,815 sq km(9.38 million hectares),
according to the Environment and Forest
Ministry’s ‘State of Forest Report 2017".

The study found that the six countries
with the greatest reforestation potential are
Russia (151 million hectares); the US (103
million hectares); Canada (78.4 million

hectares); Australia (58 million hectares);
Brazil (49.7 million hectares); and China
(40.2 million hectares).

Criticism

Ina post on the website of Legal Planet,
ajoint initiative of University of California’s
Berkeley and Los Angeles law faculties, Jesse
Reynolds of UCLA described the new re-
search as “misleading, if not false, as well as
potentially dangerous”.

Among various arguments, Reynolds
noted that the authors do not consider how
such reforestation might come about when
the land proposed to be reforested is owned
and managed by many private persons,
companies, nongovernmental organisa-
tions, and governments. Reynolds also
found the authors’ estimate of carbon re-
moval per area “remarkably high”.

He said the research will likely be used
to “argue that we can rely more on refor-
estation to reduce climate change, poten-
tially displacing efforts toward other re-
sponses [including] emission cuts”.
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

CLASSROOM AND EYE

Saturation surveillance in schools would encourage
compliant learning — the opposite of education

HE AAM AADMI Party government in Delhi is on its way to becoming a role

model for other state governments with its commitment to school educa-

tion. It has diligently diagnosed and addressed maladies of the government

school system, from poor infrastructure to the lack of support for students
preparing for examinations. But its obsession with digital technology has now done it a
disservice, for it is headed towards turning schools into panopticons, and students into
compliant inmates. Classroom cameras will be made directly accessible to parents through
a smartphone app, allowing them to track behaviour and milestones in real time. Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal has brushed aside concerns about the privacy of children while
inaugurating saturation CCTV coverage in the first of over 1,000 Delhi schools, arguing that
they are sent to school to gain an education, learn discipline and become good citizens,
and not for private goals.

Itisa matter of concern that a chief minister heading a “progressive” government seems
to have so little idea of the value of privacy and the objectives of education. People are not
educated in order to become well-programmed automata, fungible drones who can be
plugged and played anywhere with equal facility. That was true only of the colonial era,
when the three Rs were taught to children destined to become administrators and clerks,
who could be sent anywhere in the world, from Bombay to Boston, and function equally
well. Apart from this colonial interregnum, the objective of education has always been to
nurture creative, sceptical minds which add to the sum of human knowledge by question-
ing received wisdom. The identification of discipline with education is therefore counter-
productive, and it would be impossible for children to be creative and individualistic in a
classroom where they are constantly aware of the eye of the camera, through which a par-
ent may be watching. Besides, classrooms do not only contain students. Teachers are, un-
surprisingly, essential components of the teaching environment, and no one appears to have
sought their consent to pervasive surveillance. The camera would discourage their cre-
ativity, too, and turn the classroom into a process-driven workshop.

Much of what s learned in school is off the curriculum. Values are not picked up only
from textbooks, but from role models like teachers, and classroom friendships teach the
child how to navigate the world. How to be a good citizen, or to use the scientific method,
are not curricular subjects, but are learned by usage, which calls for experimentation in
a reasonably free atmosphere. Surveillance for security is useful in monitoring access,
but to let it dominate the classroom is to open the door to a dystopia of compliance.

DILUTING THE CODE

In insolvency proceedings, distinction between secured
financial and operational creditors must be maintained

ASTWEEK, THE National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) approved
the resolution plan filed by ArcelorMittal for Essar Steel. But the two-member
bench of the appellate tribunal modified the manner in which the proceeds
from the sale would be distributed. Earlier, the resolution plan had proposed
to pay financial creditors 92.5 per cent of their dues. But as per the order, both financial
and operational creditors will recover 60.7 per cent each of their admitted claims. The
judgement, which, in effect, places operational creditors at par with secured financial
creditors at the time of settling claims, is likely to have far reaching consequences.

Under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC), Section 53 deals with the distribu-
tion of proceeds from the liquidation of assets. It lists the hierarchy in which various claims
against the firm would be settled. Under this waterfall mechanism, after the costs asso-
ciated with the insolvency resolution process and liquidation are settled, dues owed to
secured creditors and workmen have to be settled first. This is followed by discharging
dues of employees, unsecured creditors and governments, in this particular order. After
these claims have been settled, the balance is to be distributed among preference and
equity shareholders, in that order. Thus the structure draws a clear distinction between
the claims of secured creditors and operational creditors in the liquidation process, with
the former having the first right. However, the judgement draws a distinction between
claim settlement in the resolution and liquidation process. It notes that as the case is not
about “distribution of assets from the proceeds of sale of liquidation... the resolution ap-
plicant cannot take advantage of Section 53 for the purpose of determination of the man-
ner in which distribution of the proposed upfront amount is to be made in favour of one
or other stakeholders”. Creating this distinction is problematic.

The consequences of this order stretch beyond this particular case. To argue that claims
of financial creditors can be treated at par with operational creditors would muddy the
waters as it loses sight of the basic distinction between secured and unsecured creditors.
In fact, in its judgement on the constitutionality of the IBC earlier this year, the Supreme
Court had justified the difference between financial and operational creditors, making a
critical distinction between financial debts which are secured and operational debts
which are unsecured. Reportedly, lenders in the ArcelorMittal/Essar Steel case plan to
move the Supreme Court to appeal against the NCLAT decision. The Supreme Court would
do well to clarify this issue.

HER OWN SCRIPT

Playing to win need not mean playing safe.
Megan Rapinoe offers a reminder

ANY MONTHS AGO, Megan Rapinoe, star of the freshly-crowned

American World Cup winning football team, had told Eight by Eight mag-

azine she wasn’t going to the White House (most winning teams are

known to stop by), and added she doubted if she’d get an invite. When
the video resurfaced, it attracted the typically incoherent wrath of US President Donald
Trump. He chided Rapinoe about learning to respect the country, White House, flag, etc.
This, he said, was “especially since so much has been done for her and the team”. Rapinoe,
of course, got the job done in the World Cup final against Holland at Paris with penalty
kicks. But she left no room for doubt about her choice to not be “co-opted”.

Being co-opted is one of sport’s oldest phenomena. Not just the Roman emperors or
the Nazi regime, every ruling dispensation loves casual control over winning athletes,
parading them around as the nation’s success stories. But in the US, there’s no dearth of
Tommie Smiths and John Carloses with their Black Power salutes and Muhammad Ali
with his ability to defy and the conviction to strike the dissenting note. Rapinoe, a cham-
pion in the same mould, has similarly become a global darling for refusing to back down
after Trump’s harangues.

In India, never is co-option as evident as in the lead-up to national sports awards,
when athletes are forced to angle for the Arjuna through political lobbying, and ahead of
Republic Day, for the Padma awards. There is mindless parroting of scripts handed down,
with little thought given to independent opinions. Not the most politically attuned nor
astute, most Indian athletes have never spoken their mind unless it aligns with predictable
jingoism. Playing safe equals playing to win here, there’s no Megan Rapinoe in sight.

SANJAYA BARU

AN UNEXPECTED ANNOUNCEMENT in
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s
Union budget speech was the proposal for
the government to raise funds globally by
borrowing abroad to bridge the deficit at
home. Itis not anidea one readily associates
with a nationalistic political party like the
Bharatiya Janata Party. The reason why since
1991 successive governments chose not to
seek fueling growth through external bor-
rowing was because of the terrible memory
of what excessive and short-term borrow-
ing in the 1980s did to India’s global standing.

While the PV Narasimha Rao govern-
ment entered into a fiscal stabilisation and
structural adjustment programme with the
International Monetary Fund and the World
Bank in 1991 to manage the balance of pay-
ments consequences of the fiscal and exter-
nal economic policies of the 1980s, no gov-
ernment has since been willing to tap funds
through external borrowing. Sitharaman’s
proposal to launch sovereign bonds draws
attention to the binding constraint on growth
imposed by inadequate government fi-
nances and domestic savings. Resisting the
temptation to print money and spend one’s
way to growth, the finance minister has
opted for incentivising private investment
and borrowing abroad.

Taken along with the currency swap
agreements signed last year with Japan and
the United Arab Emirates, the Indian econ-
omy’s dependence on external finance is once
again growing. With merchandise exports re-
maining sluggish, the finance minister has
turned to import substitution in the name of
Make in India. Partly to ward off criticism of
protectionist trade policies from developed
economies, the government has opened doors
more widely to foreign direct investment.

If the government is able to stimulate
new economic activity and thereby ease the
domestic fiscal constraint, it will have more
leg room to spur growth. However, this will
have to be done with care, given increased
exposure to global sentiments that comes
with increased dependence on external fi-
nance and markets. In days to come, India
will have to engage its global economic part-
ners and financial markets to enable the fi-

SANJAY SRIVASTAVA

OVER THE PAST few years, the AAP govern-
ment in Delhi has made commendable ef-
forts in tackling one of the most persistent
causes of social and economic inequality.
Since 2015, it has paid special attention to
improving the manner in which education
isimparted in Delhi’s government schools in
order that students not only receive a better
standard of education but also that thisis re-
flected in success in examinations. While the
latter should not be regarded as areliable in-
dex of intelligence or thoughtfulness, failure
in examinations has catastrophic personal
and professional consequences in a society
as unforgiving as ours.

Emboldened by its success, the AAP gov-
ernment now seeks to install CCTV cameras
in each classroom and providing parents
with an app that will, apparently, allow them
to observe and monitor their child’s behav-
iour. Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has sug-
gested that this will further improve aca-
demic results, is “true” democracy through
transparency and that “privacy” is not a rel-
evantissue as far as school children are con-
cerned. With this, we are now firmly in a
realm of action that has no evidence. We are
also indisputably in the world of political
gimmickry that derives from wilfully ignor-
ing or misunderstanding the relationship be-
tween technology and society.

The first set of questions we must ask is:
Would such a scheme of complete surveil-
lance be allowed in elite private schools?
Would parents in such schools believe that the
most effective manner of improving academic
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Taken along with the
currency swap agreements
signed last year with Japan
and the United Arab
Emirates, the Indian
economy’s dependence on
external finance is once again
growing. With merchandise
exports remaining sluggish,
the finance minister has
turned to import
substitution in the name of
Make in India. Partly to ward
off criticism of protectionist
trade policies from
developed economies, the
government has opened
doors more widely to foreign
direct investment.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WORDLY WISE

WE DON'T NEED NO THOUGHT CONTROL.
— ROGER WATERS

Budget and the world

Coordination between managers of economic and
foreign policies is necessary — more so today

nance minister to raise the funds required to
finance higher growth. Equally, the com-
merce minister too will have to engage the
world to justify the tariff measures an-
nounced in the budget. Managing both fronts
will require deft diplomacy.

What could have prompted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to encourage
Finance Minister Sitharaman to walk this
path? It seems to me that Modi has con-
cluded from his external engagements over
the past few months that the global political
environment is conducive to India’s in-
creased external financial dependence even
as it becomes more protectionist on the trade
front. Incidentally, this stance is the exact op-
posite of the one adopted in 1991 when India
chose to reduce external financial depend-
ence while pursuing trade liberalisation.

In 1991 such trade liberalisation was facil-
itated by exchange rate depreciation. Today
trade protectionismis being necessitated by
exchange rate appreciation. Raising funds
through dollar-denominated sovereign
bonds will only continue to exert pressure
against exchange rate depreciation.
Managing the balance of payments with the
trade account seeking depreciation and the
capital account resisting it will be tricky.

What s interesting from a policy perspec-
tive is that Prime Minister Modi seems to be-
lieve that the external environment can in
fact be more supportive of India’s growth as-
pirations even when the domestic environ-
ment remains challenging. This stance re-
calls to my mind a statement made by then
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh at the India
Today Conclave in February 2005: “I submit
to you for your consideration”, he said, “the
idea that the global environment has never
been more conducive for India’s economic
development than it is today. The world
wants India to do well. However, we recog-
nise that our real challenges are at home.”

Prime Minister Modi may well feel the
same way today. He must, of course, be
mindful of the fact that even if the global po-
litical environment may be equally con-
ducive, the global economic environment is
less so compared to 2005. Securing external
support for India’s emerging strategy to be-

come a US$5 trillion economy requires
greater coordination between the managers
of foreign policy and diplomacy, on the one
hand, and financial and trade policies on the
other. This, in essence, is the geo-economics
of the budget.

Prime Minister Modi has an effective
team of four persons in place, including
Finance Minister Sitharaman, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and the minis-
ters for industries and trade, Piyush Goyal
and Hardeep Puri, to coordinate economic
and foreign policy aimed at raising the rates
of investment and growth and India’s share
in world trade and capital flows. While
Sitharaman and Goyal have a good grasp of
the domestic economy and politics,
Jaishankar and Puri are able diplomats with
experience in economic diplomacy.

Such coordination between the man-
agers of economic policy and of foreign pol-
icy has always been necessary but today itis
more so both because of the many structural
changes in global power and economic rela-
tions and the fact that this year’s budgetary
strategy has increased the importance of ex-
ternal economic management to domestic
economic performance. Of course, govern-
ment spokespersons have quoted Deng
Xiaoping to say that India will only “cross the
river by feeling the stones.” That would be
wise. But the stones to feel would be both
economic and geopolitical.

It has been a long time since Indian
macro-economic policy has exposed itself as
much as it has this year to external judg-
ments. Western rating agencies have lost
some of their professional reputation but
they have not gone away and sovereign bor-
rowing will bring them back into play. Their
considerations are never purely economic
nor entirely professional. External debt
brings with it exposure to external judgment.
India’s nationalist leadership must learn to
live with it. All the more reason why eco-
nomic policy managers and foreign policy
managers have to work in tandem to manage
the geo-economics of fiscal policy.

The writer is Distinguished Fellow, Institute
of Defence Studies & Analysis, India

BI1G BROTHER IN SCHOOL

Delhi government’s move to install CCTVs in classrooms is an ill-thought out idea

The AAP’s move is mostly
the result of ill thought-out
ideas regarding the
relationship between
technology and social
change. In effect, it will only
serve to reinforce the
retrograde notion that ‘good’
education exclusively results
from ‘discipline’ in the
classroom, rather than
imparting creative learning
and a critical attitude
towards given knowledge.
CCTVs in classrooms may,
in fact, further the aims of
spoon-fed knowledge to
acquiescent children who
may fear censure if they
come across as anything but
entirely attentive at all times.

results is through pervasive surveillance?
Would the teachers agree toit? It would be in-
structive to carry out a survey of the schools
where the well-off send their children and
gauge their reaction to a such a scheme.

The sad fact is that when governments
resort to gimmicks as public policy, it is those
with the least power to influence it that are
forced to be guinea pigs. Parents with lim-
ited means are naturally anxious to achieve
the best schooling results for their children
and may well support the CCTV scheme.
However, do governments not have respon-
sibility to base their policies on empirical re-
search? Is there any study that suggests that
itis saturation-level surveillance of students
and teachers that improves educational out-
comes? Poor parents will agree because of
their desperation, but should private desper-
ation be the basis of good public policy?

We may be hard put to find serious re-
search that suggest CCTV surveillance im-
proves academic results and children’s behav-
iour. However, there is plenty that points to
the measures that AAP has so far been under-
taking as contributing factors to a better school
environment. These include special classes for
academically-weak students, exams-practice,
home counselling to improve attendance, bet-
ter training for teachers and administrators
and improved physical infrastructure. Though
the results of such measures are likely to be
uneven, they demonstrate serious intent in
reducing educational inequality.

The AAP’'s move is mostly the result of ill
thought-outideas regarding the relationship
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LALDENGA ARRESTED

THE MIZO NATIONAL Front President,
Laldenga, was arrested from his South Delhi
residence and remanded to police custody
for three days. The government, through a
notification issued last night in the gazette
extraordinary has meanwhile declared the
Mizo National Front and its allied organisa-
tions — including the Mizo National Army —
unlawful associations under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967. The deputy
commisisoner of police, South Delhi, KK
Paul, told ENS that Laldenga was arrested on
charges of conspiracy, sedition and insur-
gency under Sections 120 B, 124 and 126 of
the Indian Penal Code.

UNREST IN SHANGHAI
SIXTEEN AFRICANS AND Arabs were in-
jured, four of them seriously, in violent scuf-
fles between students of third world coun-
tries and Chinese students at the Textile
Institute in Shanghai, from July 3 to 5, ac-
cording to BBC. Following the incidents, the
foreign student community has decided to
go on a strike, and the atmosphere is tense
in Shanghai. The incident started when
some African students playing loud music
on the night of July 3, were called “Black
devils” by the Chinese, according to the stu-
dents. It was the second time this year that
quarrels broke out between Chinese and
foreign students.

between technology and social change. In ef-
fect, it will only serve to reinforce the retro-
grade notion that “good” education exclu-
sively results from “discipline” in the
classroom, rather than imparting creative
learning and a critical attitude towards given
knowledge. CCTVs in classrooms may, in fact,
further the aims of spoon-fed knowledge to
acquiescent children who may fear censure
if they come across as anything but entirely
attentive at all times. Gaining good educa-
tion is far more complex than this.

The AAP measure is part of a broader
technology fetish where, for example,
“smart roads” are being built in towns,
where the most pressing problems are of
sanitation and public transport and apps are
touted as the answer to violence against
women. Apart from the fact that we think
there are short-cuts to social problems via
“advanced” technology, we frequently for-
get that our cities are littered with govern-
ment-installed CCTV cameras that, in the
wake of expiry of contracts with private
firms, are mostly non-functioning. A tech-
nological fix that furthers the idea of in-
creased surveillance of those who are un-
able to object will not produce animproved
government educational system. This can
only happen through recognition of the fact
that classroom strategies that are good
enough for the children of the well-off are
also the entitlement of those who are not.

The writer is professor of sociology, Institute
of Economic Growth

SKYLAB FALL

AT 160 KM up, Skylab will begin to glow, the
first sign that it has begun its fiery death dive
into earth’s thickening atmosphere. At 110
km it will begin to break apart. NASA says
the space station’s much-heralded and dis-
cussed return to our planet will happen this
week, probably on Wednesday. First to rip
away will be four windmill-shaped solar
wings atop a telescope mount, followed by
a single large solar panel on the side of the
craft. Then, streaming flames like a meteor,
Skylab will lose its telescope mount at 96
km. Next to fall away will be a section con-
taining a control centre and a spaceship
docking port.
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On the water front

Farmers can be given monetary rewards for saving electricity and water.
Water-guzzling crops need to shift to geographically sustainable areas

BY ASHOK GULATI

A ONE-WEEK DELAY in the monsoon’s ar-
rival has laid bare the precariousness of
India’s water situation. The images of thou-
sands of Chennai residents running after wa-
ter tankers were telecast by BBC and CNN.
Several people had to walk for miles to get
drinking water in parched lands. If this was
the condition of humans, one can imagine
the condition of cattle. These images clearly
exposed that the Indian lion, the symbol of
Make in India, has feet of clay.

It is no wonder that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, in the first ‘Mann ki Baat’ of
his second term, gave a clarion call to save
every drop of water, and to make water con-
servation a mass movement on the lines of
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. He already has
given a commitment to deliver tap water,
hopefully safe for drinking, to every house-
hold by 2024 under the “Nal se Jal” pro-
gramme. These are commendable measures
and one hopes they can deliver quality re-
sults in time.

But the issue that we want to dwell on
here is: How did we reach the current situa-
tion? And how best, and how fast, can we get
out of it for sustainable water-use in the
country?

First, let us note a few facts about water
availability and use in India. India has only 4
per cent of the global fresh water resources
while it has to quench the thirst of about 18
per cent of the world population. Of the total
fresh water resources available in the coun-
try, as per the Central Water Commission, 78
per cent was being used forirrigation in 2010,
which is likely to be reduced to 68 per cent
by 2050. For domestic use, it was just 6 per
centin 2010, likely to go up to 9.5 per cent by
2050(graph 1).So, by far, agriculture will re-
main the biggest user of water to produce
enough food, feed and fibre for the foresee-
able future. And unless this sector is geared to
improve in terms of the supplies of and effi-
ciency in water use, the situation is not go-
ing to improve significantly.

Second, of the total of about 198 million
hectares of India’s gross cropped area,
roughly half is irrigated. And the major
source of this irrigation is groundwater (63
per cent), canals accounting for 24 per cent,
tanks 2 per cent and all other sources ac-
counting for about 11 per cent. So, the real
burden of irrigating Indian agriculture lies
with groundwater, driven by private invest-
ments from farmers.

There is hardly any effective regulation of
groundwater. The policy of cheap or free
power supply forirrigation has led to a situa-
tion of near-anarchy in the use of groundwa-
ter. On the one hand, power subsidies to agri-
culture cost the exchequer roughly Rs 70,000
crore each year and on the other, this is de-
pleting groundwater in an alarming manner.
Overall, about 1,592 blocks in 256 districts are
either critical or overexploited. In places like
Punjab, the water table is going down by al-
most a metre a year, and this has been going
on for nearly two decades. Almost 80 per cent
of the blocks in Punjab are over-exploited or
critical (see graph 2). This only shows how in-
different and short-sighted we are while tak-

S MAHENDRA DEV

FORMER CHIEF ECONOMIC Adviser Arvind
Subramanian’s recent paper claims that the
Indian GDP growth may have been overesti-
mated by 2.5 per cent per annum between the
period 2011-12 and 2016-17. A note by Prime
Minister’'s Economic Advisory Council
(PMEAC) rejects the methodology, arguments
and conclusions of Subramanian’s paper. A
study done at our institute by Ashima Goyal
and Abhishek Kumar show that after remov-
ing various flaws in Subramanian’s data and
procedures used, these indicators suggest of-
ficial growth rates are overestimated before
2011 too. This study also shows that the GDP
growth in a large number of countries is ei-
ther overestimated or underestimated using
these indicators. Therefore, the study rightly
says that “these regressions cannot be used
for predicting growth or for concluding Indian
growth is overestimated or for pointing to
problems in the estimation methodology”. It
is better now to concentrate on the next base
revision by focusing on methodology, cover-
age and data in estimating GDP. There is no
pointinsaying that GDP estimation has prob-
lems because ground level realities are differ-
ent using some indicators.

I'was a member of the National Statistical
Commission (NSC) during 2013 to 2016
(Pronab Sen was the chairman) and was part
of the process in base revision.In2015,CSOin-
troduced a new series of National Accounts
Statistics (NAS) with 2011-12 as the base year.
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ing away the rights of our own future gener-
ations.

Paddy and sugarcane, both water-guzzling
crops, take away almost 60 per cent of India’s
irrigation water. One kilogram of rice pro-
duced in Punjab requires almost 5,000 litres
of water, and one kg of sugar, say in
Maharashtra, requires about 2,300 litres of wa-
ter forirrigation. Estimates vary on how much
water the plant really consumes, how much
evaporates,and how much of it goes back into
groundwater. But traditionally, say a hundred
years ago, eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
used to be the hubs for sugarcane, and rice was
grown largely in eastern and southern India,
where rainfall was high and water plentiful.
All that changed with new technology and
populist policies like free power.

No political party wants to touch the ra-
tionalisation of power pricing for agriculture.
Technological solutions like drip irrigation,
sprinklers, etc. cannot make much headway
unless policies are put on the right track. Israel
has perhaps the best water technologies and
management systems, ranging from drips to
desalinisation to recycling (87 per cent) of ur-
ban waste water for agriculture. PM Modi vis-
ited Israel to find solutions to our water woes.
But my visits to Israel revealed one thing
clearly: Technologies cannot take you far
enough unless the pricing of power and irri-
gation water is put on track.

GROUNDWATER SITUATIONIN INDIA (2013)
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The existing situation can be
taken as a sort of current
entitlement, and those who
agree to get their power
supply metered and if they
save on power consumption
compared to current levels,
can be rewarded. Along with
that, there could be an
income support (of say Rs
15,000/ha) for crops that
guzzle less water, say maize
or soyabean in Punjab during
the kharif season. This
would provide savings on the
power subsidy, but more
importantly, in terms
precious groundwater. At
least one million hectares of
paddy cultivation needs to
shift away from the
Punjab/Haryana belt.
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One possible way out is to give monetary
rewards to farmers for saving water and
power for irrigation. The existing situation
canbe taken as a sort of current entitlement,
and those who agree to get their power sup-
ply metered and if they save on power con-
sumption compared to current levels, can be
rewarded. Along with that, there could be an
income support (of say Rs 15,000/ha) for
crops that guzzle less water, say maize or
soyabean in Punjab during the kharif season.
This would provide savings on the power
subsidy, but more importantly, in terms of
precious groundwater. At least one million
hectares of paddy cultivation needs to shift
away from the Punjab/Haryana belt to east-
ern India. Eastern India can develop better
procurement facilities for paddy for the PDS,
and procurement from Punjab-Haryana
needs to be discouraged/curtailed.

Similarly, sugarcane needs to be con-
tained in the Maharashtra-Karnataka belt
and expanded in the UP-Bihar belt. With
new Co 0238 varieties that give recovery
rates of more than 10.5 per cent, there is a
good case that cane can be developed for
ethanol from this belt. Will Modi 2.0 move
in this direction to save water? Only time
will tell.

Gulatiis Infosys Chair Professor for
Agriculture at ICRIER

Getting the GDP numbers right

Estimates are not perfect, but the process is revised and fine-tuned

The guiding principles for change in base are:
One, revision of base year toamore recent year;
two, complete review of existing database and
methodology employed in the estimation of
various macro-economic aggregates and al-
ternative data bases; and three, implementa-
tion of the international guidelines based on
SNA, the System of National Accounts 2008 to
the extent possible. Therefore, it was not just
base revision but there were significant
changes in methodologies, coverage and data.

The base revision for 2011-12 was under-
taken by CSO under the guidance of the
Advisory Committee on National Accounts
Statistics, which constituted five sub-commit-
tees for the purpose. The reports of these com-
mittees provide acomprehensive assessment
of the changes and their rationale.
Improvements in GDP estimation is a contin-
uous process. In fact, Rangarajan’s commission
on NAS was appointed 20 years back to give
recommendations on significant deficiencies
and improving credibility of official statistics.
There have been several changes in recent GDP
estimation. We focus here on two issues:
Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) 21 data
base; estimation of household sector.

First, it is known that for the corporate sec-
tor, the old series used the RBI study on com-
pany finances from a sample of around 2,500
companies. There has been a long-standing
demand to change this data.In 2011-12 series,
corporate sector, both in manufacturing and

services, has been comprehensively covered
by MCA 21 data. For the “manufacturing” en-
terprises, MCA 21 data base has been used to
supplement the information available in the
Annual Survey of Industries. In the new series,
the CSO used the MCA 21 data set which had
about five lakh non-financial private compa-
nies. The new series also adopted the concept
of enterprise in place of establishment. This
led to a big change in manufacturing sector
value added. One major issue is on the blow-
up method for non-responding companies.
Critics say this method is leading to overesti-
mation of GDP. This may impact the level of
GVA, but it is not clear about the impact on
growth rates. However, there are some sug-
gestions on the alternative indicators for blow-
up method and also on having sample surveys
for companies not submitting accounts.

Second, there are changes in the estima-
tion of value added in household sector. NSS
establishment surveys and the NSS employ-
ment surveys are used to get value added in
household sector. Earlier, workers were
treated as a single homogeneous group. In
the base revision, a concept called “effective
labour input” was developed. Another
change in tune with SNA is that quasi-cor-
porations have been separated from the
household sector and added to the corporate
sector in the new series.

The use of MCA data and other changes in
household sector led to increase in the share

of value added in corporate sector and decline
in the share of household sector. But, it has not
been established that overall GDP growth
rates are overestimated.

Another issue is double deflation method
— thatis, deflating output and input separately
while arriving GDP at constant prices. Single
deflation has been in practice due to absence
of separate deflators for inputs. An exercise
done by G C Manna on manufacturing GVA
with ASI data using double deflation method
showed that it resulted in lower growth for
the year 2012-13, and higher growth for the
year 2013-14.Therefore, one cannot conclude
that it is overestimation or underestimation
if we use single deflation.

On 2011-12 base revision, it was a con-
scious and consensus (may not be unani-
mous) decision of CSO, NSC and various ex-
pert committees to have methodological
revisions on the lines of UN SNA 2008. One
cannot say GDP estimates are perfect as one
has to operate on the data available in differ-
ent domains. We have improved with each
round of revision and with each improve-
ment in data sources. We should now focus
on methodology and data of CSO rather than
saying ground-level realities are different us-
ing few indicators.

The writer is director, IGIDR, Mumbai and
was member of the National
Statistical Commission
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The menace of criminal charges humanitarian workers is of a piece with

Trump’s approach to immigration.”

— WASHINGTON POST

When countries
moonwalk

There is renewed global interest in
the moon. India must leverage its space
legacy to gain lunar advantage

BY C RAjA MOHAN

INDIA’S MOST AMBITIOUS space mission
todate, Chandrayaan 2, is set for lift off next
week and promises to make India the
fourth country to soft-land a vehicle on the
moon. Only the US, Russia and China have
done that before. For India, more than sym-
bolism is at stake in the success of
Chandrayaan 2.

As outer space re-emerges as an arena
for exciting scientific exploration and ma-
jor technological innovation, India, as one
of the earliest spacefaring nations, must
necessarily be in the vanguard. At the same
time, Chandrayaan is also about India carv-
ing out a potential niche for itself in the un-
folding geopolitical scramble for the moon.

The launch of Chandrayaan 2 coincides
with the 50th anniversary of the first man
landing on the moon. In the five decades
following America’s Apollo 11 mission that
got astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Aldrin walking on the moon, just 10 others
have roamed the surface of earth’s satel-
lite. All of them have been American men.

The next few years are likely to see men
returning to the moon and women joining
them. A lot of them will be non-Americans.
Many of them will be Chinese and, hope-
fully, some of them Indian. The Europeans,
Russians, Japanese and many others are
also joining the moon scrum.

Soon after the first landing, the exorbi-
tant costs of the Apollo programme led to
its shut down. The last human (and
American) landing was by Apollo 17 in
December 1972. Recent years, however,
have seen the revival of the worldwide in-
terest in the moon.

During the Cold War, scientific prestige
and claims for superior soft power drove
America and Russia towards the moon.
Today, commercial and strategic objectives
are among the reasons propelling a new
moon race among the nations. The race is
not about repeating what Americans did
half a century ago on the moon. It is about
establishing a sustainable human presence
on the moon. A lot of the hard work will be
done by robots.

Finding water resources on the moon,
then, has become the key to a credible long-
term engagement with the Earth’s satel-
lite. Some of the most inviting real estate
from that perspective are near the moon’s
north and south poles. Most of the current
moon-landing missions are aiming for the
poles.Sois India’s Chandrayaan 2. If all goes
well, Chandrayaan 2 will deliver India’s
Vikram lander and Pragyan rover to the
moon’s south polar region.

While Indians will be proud to see their
national flag on the moon, the world’s mis-
sions to the moon are increasingly collab-
orative. Space is one arena that saw
America and Russia collaborate even dur-
ing the worst years of the Cold War.

Although the logic of international coop-
eration on the moon is more compelling
than ever, competition too is becoming an
unfortunate reality as countries jockey for
unilateral gains on the moon.

Meanwhile, many private corporations
have big plans to exploit the moon for com-
mercial profit. To make matters worse,
there are many ambiguities in the current
international law on outer space that could
encourage nations and companies to seek
first-mover advantage on the moon.

At present, Beijing has one of the most
advanced moon programmes. Its Chang'e
missions, named after the Chinese moon
goddess, began in 2007. Since then, China
has put two spacecraft in lunar orbit
(Chang’e 1 and 2) and landed two rovers
on the moon (Chang’e 3 and 4). Chang’e 4
had the distinction of being the first land-
ing on the far side of the moon that can’t be
seen from the earth.

Beijing has sent a prototype capsule
(Chang'e 5T1)torehearse brining lunar ma-
terial back to the earth. Chang’e 5, set for
launch later this year, will do precisely that.
Chinais expected to land crews to the moon
in the early 2030s. The US, which turned its
back on the moonin the early 1970s, has an-
nounced plans to return. In a major speech
earlier this year, the US vice-president Mike
Pence, declared the intent to land
Americans back on the moon in 2024. Many
experts believe that might be an unrealis-
tic ambition. The plans of US National
Aerospace Administration had been look-
ing at 2028 for such a mission.

Pence’s motivation in accelerating
American moon plansis based on the sense
that China might be about to capture the
pole position in the Moon race. “Urgency
must be the watchword”, Pence told the US
National Space Council in March this year.
Like in so many other areas of technology,
Washington is now trying to push back
against China’s challenge to the extended
American dominance in outer space.

But the US private companies, which
have brought great innovation to outer
space technologies, are ramping up their
ambitions for the moon. Amazon’s Jeff
Bezos wants to land crews on the Moon in
the next five years. Tesla, Moon Express
and Astrobotic Technology are other US
companies aiming for the moon. While the
target dates might slip, there is no doubt
about the direction. The moon will see
more and more of humans, from states as
well as corporations.

India played an important role in the
1960s in drafting modern international law
applicable to outer space and the moon.
That role was rooted not in India’s weight as
a space power. Strong interest in issues re-
lating to technology and international law,
political enthusiasm for international sci-
entific cooperation and some diplomatic
influence in the United Nations helped
Indiainsert itself into the global debate on
outer space. Today India needs something
more — an ambitious and successful lunar
programme — to shape the new rules of the
road for the moon.

The writer is director, Institute of South
Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore and contributing editor on
international affairs for
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

AFTER RAHUL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Crisis and
opportunity’ (IE, July 8). Rahul Gandhi is
to be applauded for his far-sighted de-
cision to relinquish the post of Congress
president. But his task is not finished;
he needs to navigate the party through
impending hurdles to repositionitas a
formidable force nationwide. On the
plus side, India needs a strong
Opposition to balance the democratic
process and the Congress still has a high
mass appeal. The hurdle is how to build
on this goodwill.

Y G Chouksey, Pune

STRONG RUPEE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Opening a
window’ (IE, July 8). Now that the cur-
rent account deficit and inflation are
under control, key rates need to be be
brought down to aid domestic con-
sumption even as the rupee needs to be
strengthened in anticipation of in-
creased imports to sustain higher
growth levels. The idea of sovereign
bonds was mooted in July 2013 when
the rupee was at its lowest. Given the
present stable political environ, there is
a case for strengthening the rupee.

R Narayanan, Navi Mumbai

LLAISSEZ FAIRE POLICY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Don’t
pick & choose’ (IE, July 8). The govern-

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.
Letter writers should
mention their postal
address and phone number.

THE WINNER RECEIVES
SELECT EXPRESS
PUBLICATIONS

ment must refrain from going over-
board inits endeavour to promote elec-
tric vehicles and other such manufac-
turing sectors. Such sops need not
necessarily work and even if they do, it
might just kill entrepreneurship in
other allied sectors. To make big-ticket
investments happen, the government
should focus on ease of doing business.

Kammna Chhabra, Gurugram
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PAKISTAN
Maryam: Willgo
onfast if Sharif
not allowed
home food in jail

Islamabad:  Maryam
Nawaz, the daughter of in-
carcerated former
Pakistani prime minister
Nawaz Sharif, warned on
Monday that she would go
on a hungerstrike if the
government did not allow
her ailing father home-
made meals. Sharif, 69, is
currently serving seven-
year imprisonment in the
Al-Azizia Steel Mills cor-
ruption case in Kot
Lakhpat jail. Maryam’s re-
marks came aday after she
demanded the resignation
of Prime Minister Imran
Khan, saying her father has
been wrongly punished.
At a press conference in
Lahore, Maryam said the
entire judicial process that
led to her father being con-
victed and sentenced to
prison was severely com-
promised.

AUSTRALIA
Gamer pleads
guilty after
livestreaming

attackonpartner

Sydney: Agamer whoinad-
vertently broadcast audio of
himself striking his preg-
nant partner while playing
the online video game
Fortnite pleaded guilty to
assault in a Sydney court
Monday. Luke Munday, 26,
admitted to hitting his part-
ner after she repeatedly told
him to stop playing the pop-
ular video game last
December, public broad-
caster ABC reported.
Munday had been
livestreaming his session on
the video platform Twitch,
allowing audio of the as-
sault to broadcast to view-
ersaround the world and go
viral on social media.

SRILANKA

Soldier held for
attack on editor
10yearsago

Colombo: Asoldier has been
arrested in Sri Lanka for at-
tacking the editor of a popu-
lar Sinhala language news-
paper 10 years ago, police
said Monday. The corporal
was arrested after his finger
prints matched with those
in the editor’s car. Upali
Tennakoon, the editor of
Rivira newspaper, was bru-
tally attacked along with his
wife in January 2009, two
weeks after the killing of
Lasantha Wickrematunga,
the editor of The Sunday
Leader. Tennakoon and his
wife were attacked as they
were driving to office.

MEANWHILE
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HOLLANDE APPEARS IN FRENCH P1LAY

Former French president Francois Hollande made the first tentative step into what may
or may not be a second career when he trod the boards at one of the world’s biggest the-
atre festivals. He appeared for 15 minutes in a play — on the state of Europe by one of
France’s most acclaimed novelists, Laurent Gaude — at the Avignon theatre festival.

TEHRAN CONFIRMS 4.5% URANIUM ENRICHMENT, BREACHING N-DEAL

Iran threatens to restart centrifuges,

BABAKDEHGHANPISHEH
& TUQAKHALID
GENEVA, DUBAI, JULY 8

IRAN THREATENED on Monday
torestart deactivated centrifuges
and sharply step up its enrich-
ment of uranium to 20 per cent
purity as its next potential big
moves away from a 2015 nuclear
agreement that Washington
abandoned last year.

Behrouz Kamalvandi,
spokesman for Iran’s Atomic
Energy Organisation, confirmed
an announcement that Tehran
had enriched uranium beyond
the 3.67 per cent purity that the
deal allows, passing 4.5 per cent,
according to the student’s news
agency ISNA. That followed an
announcement a week ago that
it had amassed a greater quan-
tity of low-enriched uranium
than permitted.

Iran has said it will take an-
other, third step away from the
deal within 60 days but has so far
held back from formally an-
nouncing what that next step
would entail.

Kamalvandi said the authori-
ties were discussing options that
included the prospect of enrich-
ing uranium to 20 per cent purity

US admiral,
picked to lead
Navy, is retiring
instead; bad
judgment cited

ROBERT BURNS
WASHINGTON, JULY 8

THE FOUR-STAR admiral, who
was set to become the Navy's top
officer on August 1, will instead
retire, an extraordinary downfall
prompted by what Navy
Secretary Richard Spencer called
poor judgment regarding a pro-
fessional relationship.

Moran had been vetted for
promotion to the top uniformed
position in the Navy, nominated
by President Donald Trump and
confirmed by the Senate in May
to succeed Admiral John
Richardson as chief of naval op-
erations and as a member of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Instead, Moran said in a
written statement Sunday
evening that he told Spencer he
decided to decline his appoint-
ment as the next chief of naval
operations and requested to be
allowed to retire.

Spencer said his vision for the
Navy includes “an urgent resolve
by all” tolive up to high standards.

“Adm. Bill Moran recently
brought to my attention that
over the past two years he main-
tained a professional relation-
ship with anindividual who was
held accountable and counseled
for failing to meet the values and
standards of the Naval profes-
sion,” Spencer said in a written
statement Sunday evening,.

“While I admire his faithful
service and commitment to the
Navy, this decision on his part to
maintain that relationship has
caused me to call his judgment
into question. Therefore, today |
accepted Adm. Moran’s request
toretire,” Spencer added. AP

Behrouz Kamalvandi, spokesman for Iran’s Atomic Energy
Organisation, said the authorities were discussing options
that included the prospect of enriching uranium to 20%

purity or beyond. Reuters

or beyond, and restarting cen-
trifuges that were dismantled as
one of the deal’s core aims.
“There is the 20 per cent op-
tion and there are options even
higher than that but each in its
own place,” Kamalvandi said, ac-
cording to state television.
Restarting IR-2 and IR-2 M cen-
trifuges was an option, he said.
Such threats will put new
pressure on European countries,
which insist Iran must continue
to comply with the agreement
even though the United States is

no longer doing so.
Washington has imposed
sanctions that eliminate any of
the benefits Iran was meant to
receive in return for agreeing to
curbs onits nuclear programme
under the 2015 deal with world
powers. The confrontation has
brought the United States and
Iran close to the brink of conflict,
with President Donald Trump
calling off air strikes last month
minutes before impact.
Enriching uranium up to 20
per cent purity would be a dra-

matic move, since that was the
level Iran had achieved before the
deal was putinplace.Itis consid-
ered an important intermediate
stage on the path to obtaining the
90 per cent pure fissile uranium
needed to make a bomb.

One of the main achievements
of the deal was Iran’s agreement
to dismantle its advanced IR-2M
centrifuges, which are used to pu-
rify uranium. Iran had 1,000 of
them installed at its large enrich-
ment site at Natanz before the
dealwasreached. Under thedeal,
itis allowed to operate only up to
two for mechanical testing.

Still, the threatened meas-
ures also appear intended to be
sufficiently ambiguous to hold
back from fully repudiating the
deal. Kamalvandi did not specify
how much uranium Iran might
purify to the higher level, nor
how many centrifuges it would
consider restarting. He did not
mention other more advanced
centrifuges, including the most
advanced, the IR-8.

The nuclear diplomacy is
only one aspect of a wider con-
frontation between Washington
and Tehran that threatened to
spiral into open conflict since the
US sharply tightened sanctions
on Iran from May. REUTERS

Motorists stranded on a flooded section of Canal Road in Washington Monday. AP

BILLIONAIRE FINANCIER CHARGED WITH SEX TRAFFICKING

Nude photos of minor girls found in Epstein’s house

ALIWATKINS
NEW YORK, JULY 8

INVESTIGATORS SEIZED nude
photographs of underage girls
from the Manhattan town house
of Jeffrey Epstein as part of a new
investigation into allegations he
exploited dozens of minors for sex,
prosecutors revealed Monday.
That detail was mentioned by
federal prosecutors Monday as
they unsealed an indictment
charging Epstein with sex traffick-

Epstein, 66, is accused of
engaging in sex acts with
dozens of vulnerable minors

ing and made an appeal to other
women who may have been
abused by him to come forward.
Epstein, 66, is accused of en-
gaging in sex acts with dozens of
vulnerable minors, some as
young as 14. He also asked some
of the girls to recruit other un-
derage girls, the indictment said.
Prosecutors’ decision to seek
anindictment in Manhattan was
an implicit rebuke to the deci-
sion by earlier prosecutors in
Miami in 2008 to enter an agree-
ment with Epstein that allowed

ramp up enrichment in next steps

Threats, if carried
out, could end hopes
of saving n-deal

WHILE CONFIRMING that it
has breached the 2015 nuclear
deal’s uranium enrichment
limit, [ran also threatened to
ramp up enrichment to 20%
and also restart its centrifuges.
Iran’s moves come after the
US pulled out of the deal last
year, denying Tehran any of
the sanctions relief it was
promised. The European sig-
natories to the deal have been
trying to save the agreement,
but if Iran goes through with
the threats to enrich uranium
up to 20%, whichis just a step
away from nuclear weapons-
grade fuel, the deal is likely to
collapse completely. If that
happens, it remains to be seen
whether the Europeans
would look to negotiate an-
other deal, or join the USin
taking a harder line on Iran.

ASLOW-MOVING
rainstorm Monday washed
out roads, stranded drivers
and soaked basements,
including the White
House’s, during a chaotic
morning commute in the
US national capital region.

WATER GUSHED into the
press workspace in the
basement near the White
House’s West Wing.
Government employees
worked to drain puddles
with wet vacuums.

NATIONALWEATHER
Service meteorologist Cody
Ledbetter said the storm
dumped about 6.3 inches of
rain near Frederick,
Maryland, about4.5 inches
near Arlington, Virginia,
and about 3.4 inches at
Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airportin a two-
hour period.

RESCUE OPERATIONS
were underway, and no
casualties were reported.

him to avoid federal prosecution
and a possible life sentence.

Epstein’s social circle is filled
with high-profile connections, in-
cluding to former President Bill
Clinton, Prince Andrew of Britain
and a host of others.

In 2002, Trump described
Epstein as “a terrific guy.”

“He’s a lot of fun to be with,”
Trump told New York Magazine.
“Itis even said that he likes beau-
tifulwomen as much asIdo,and
many of them are on the
younger side.” NYT

Outgoing Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras leaves the
Maximos Mansion after meeting newly appointed Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, in Athens on Monday. Reuters

Greek Conservatives
take charge in huge
win, vow fewer taxes,
more investment

FOOYUNCHEE &
LEFTERIS PAPADIMAS
ATHENS, JULY 8

GREECE’S OPPOSITION conserva-
tives returned to power with a
landslide victory in snap elections
on Sunday, and Prime Minister
elect Kyriakos Mitsotakis said he
had a clear mandate for change,
pledging more investments and
fewer taxes.

The win appeared driven by
fatigue with years of European
Union-enforced belt-tighten-
ing, combined with high un-
employment, after the country
almost crashed out of the euro
zone at the height of its finan-
cial travails in 2015.

Conservative New
Democracy had a commanding
lead of 39.6 per cent of the vote
based on 73 per cent of the votes
counted versus 31.6 percent for
incumbent leftist Prime Minister
Alexis Tsipras’ Syriza, the official
interior ministry tally showed.

Mitsotakis said in a televised
address that the election out-
come gave him a strong and
clear mandate to change Greece.

“l am committed to fewer
taxes, many investments, for
good and new jobs, and growth
which will bring better salaries
and higher pensions in an effi-
cient state,” Mitsotakis said.

Tsipras said he respected the
will of the Greek people.

“Today, with our head held

lam committed to

fewer taxes, many
investments, for good new
jobs, and growth which
will bring better salaries
and higher pensionsinan
efficient state.”

—KYRIAKOS MITSOTAKIS
GREEK PM-ELECT

Today, with our head held
highwe accept the
people’s verdict. To bring
Greece towhereitis today
we had to take difficult
decisions (with) a heavy
political cost”

— ALEXIS TSIPRAS
OUTGOING GREEK PM

high we accept the people’s ver-
dict. To bring Greece to where it
is today we had to take difficult
decisions (with) a heavy politi-
cal cost,” he told journalists.

Tsipras took over from the
conservatives in 2015 as Greece
was at the peak of a financial cri-
sis which had ravaged the coun-
try since 2010. Initially vowing
toresist deeper austerity, he was
forced into signing up to another
bailout months after his election,
a decision which went down
badly with voters.

The handover will take place
on Monday, after Mitsotakis’s
swearinginasnew PM.REUTERS

Pak’s heaviest man dies
after being left unattended
in ICU due to commotion

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LAHORE, JULY 8

PAKISTAN’S HEAVIEST man, who
weighed over 330 kg and recently
underwent a successful liposuc-
tion surgery, died here on Monday
after he was left unattended due
to a commotion in the intensive
care unit (ICU) of a hospital here,
according to a media report.
Noorul Hassan, 55, a resident
of Sadigabad, some 400 km from
Lahore, underwent the weight re-
duction surgery on June 28 after
he was air lifted on a Pakistan
Army helicopter to Lahore for
treatmenton the special directives
from Army Chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa, Dawn reported.

BEDING’S FINANCIAL MIGHT IS ERODING CENTURIES OF RUSSIAN DOMINANCE IN THE VAST RESOURCE-RICH REGION

A power plant fiasco highlights China’s growing clout in Central Asia

ANDREW HIGGINS
BISHKEK, JULY 8

OFFICIALS IN Kyrgyzstan knew
they could no longer put off the
decision. An aging plant that pro-
vided nearly all the heat and
electricity for the country’s cap-
ital was on its last legs.

As the officials were weigh-
ing rival bids to reconstruct the
plant, letters arrived at the
Kyrgyz Energy Ministry and
Foreign Ministry from the
Chinese Embassy in Bishkek, the
Kyrgyz capital. They strongly
“recommended” a Chinese com-
pany called TBEA as the “only ex-
ecutor” for the project, worth

hundreds of millions of dollars.

It was more than just a rec-
ommendation. China was dan-
gling the prospect of a loan to
Kyrgyzstan, a Central Asian na-
tion of 6.2 million people, but
made clear that its favoured con-
tractor had to be chosen.
Believing they had no option, the
Kyrgyz officials selected TBEA, a
company with grand ambitions
but modest experience in build-
ing and repairing power stations.

The 2013 decision to choose
TBEA over a far more experi-
enced Russian company led to
disaster. Last year, soon after the
overhaul was completed, the
plant broke down, leaving much
of Bishkek without heat or elec-

tricity in freezing weather.

The public outcry and a trial
underway in Bishkek have ex-
posed Chinese business prac-
tices and local corruption to
months of intense scrutiny from
Kyrgyzstan’s boisterous news
media and elected politicians.
The scandal also highlights a tec-
tonic shift underway in the eco-
nomics and geopolitics of
Central Asia, a vast, resource-rich
expanse of desert, steppe and
mountains that Russia has
viewed as its turf for centuries.

Fierce rivals during the Soviet
era who fought a dangerous bor-
der conflict in 1969, Russia and
China settled into something of a
cold peace in subsequent decades.

Asign over a highway in Kyrgyzstan promoting friendship and
economic cooperation between the country and China. NYT

Lately, though, the two nations
have made a great show of draw-
ing together strategically and com-

mercially, a relationship fuelled
primarily by tensions with the US
and its Western allies.

China’sleader, Xi Jinping,and
the man he recently described as
his “best friend”, President
Vladimir Putin of Russia, last
month traded smiles and gibes
about the United States during
trips to Central Asia. They both
attended a meeting in
Kyrgyzstan of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation, a
group of regional states estab-
lished by China, and then met
againin neighbouring Tajikistan,
where Putin gave the Chinese
leader a birthday gift of ice cream.

Despite the growing ties,
however, a deep-seated rivalry
remains between the two for-
mer adversaries, one that this
case exposes.

“There is a big hidden fight
going on between Russia and
China for influence in Central
Asia,” said Rasul Umbetaliev, a
former Kyrgyz official and en-
ergy expert. Russia has more
support from a Kyrgyz popula-
tion that often speaks Russian
and looks to Moscow as a place
towork or study, he said, but “the
Russians don’t have any money”.

The power of Chinese cashis
at the centre of the trial in
Bishkek of a former Kyrgyz
prime minister, Sapar Isakov, and
other former officials accused of
corruption relating to the TBEA
contract. Prosecutors say rigged
bidding and inflated pricing will
cost Kyrgyzstan $111 million.

After the surgery he was
shifted to the ICU to be kept un-
der observation.

On Monday, Hassan and a
second patient died after they
were left unattended following
a chaos by the attendants of an-
other patient who passed away
at the Shalamar Hospital earlier
during the day, the report said.

“In the chaos that ensued,
Noor and a second patient died
due to the unavailability of staff,”
Dr Maazul Hassan was quoted as
saying in the report. He added
that the situation worsened due
to the violence.

Maazul said that while the
chaos was taking place, Noorul
was feeling unwell and was left
unattended for nearly an hour.

Isakov denies that there was
anything untoward about the
contract, and says that neither he
nor any other Kyrgyz official se-
lected TBEA. The choice was
made “by the government of the
PRC,” meaning the People’s
Republic of China, he saidinare-
cent statement issued from jail.
That was China’s right, “since it
financed the modernisation
project,” he said.

The statement offered a rare
insider’s acknowledgment that
China, with the world’s largest
foreign exchange reserves, can
tilt the business playing field
abroad to serve its interests no
matter what local residents
think or rivals offer. NYT
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SECTOR WATCH
MUTUAL FUND

A71K-cr outflows
from income
and debt MF

schemes in June

AUM declined to324,25,040 cr
fromRs 25,93,559 cr as on May 31

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 8

INCOME AND debt oriented
schemes witnessed net out-
flows of Rs 171,349.32 crore
during June 2019, leading to
an overall decline in the as-
sets under management
(AUM) of the mutual fund in-
dustry. However, growth and
equity-oriented schemes
witnessed higher inflows
during the month.

On the liquid fund out-
flows, NS Venkatesh, chief ex-
ecutive, Association of Mutual
Funds of India (AMFI) said, “this
is a usual quarter-end phe-
nomena where the industry
does witness temporary re-
demptions fromliquid funds.”

According to the AMF],
AUM of the industry declined
to Rs 24,25,040 crore from Rs
25,93,559 crore as on May 31,
2019 due to the outflows from
income and debt schemes. The
overall average AUM for June
2019, however, stood higher at
Rs 25,81,397 crore, as com-
pared toRs 25,43,248 crore for
May 2019and Rs 25,27,632.75
crore for April 2019.

AMFI said net inflows for
the open-ended growth and
equity-oriented schemes
have been consistently rising
for the last three months
since April 2019, from Rs
4,608.74 crore at the start of
the fiscal toRs 7,663.14 crore
for June 2019, largely driven
by multi-cap and large cap
fund categories.

“Onthe fixed income sside,
although there has been out-
flows from liquid schemes,
the flows into gilt schemes
and long duration schemes
have stood positive, owing to
the RBI's dovish stance on in-
terest rates,” he said.

The net inflows in the eq-
uity-oriented schemes have
grown three times faster in

‘USUAL QTR-END
PHENOMENA

M Overall average
AUM for June 2019
stood higher at

Rs 25,81,397 crore,

as compared to

Rs 25,43,248 crore for
May 2019

M Thisisausual
quarter-end
phenomena where
the industry does
witness temporary
redemptions from
liquid fund, said AMFI
chief NS Venkatesh

the last one month at Rs
2,256.37 crore from May 2019
toJune 2019, compared to the
rise in the earlier month at Rs
797 crore from April 2019 to
May 2019.

NS Venkatesh, Chief
Executive, AMHI said, “Stellar
jump in the inflows into eq-
uity schemes over the last two
months, especially after the
decisive electoral verdict has
helped repose retail investor
trust. Political stability, lower
inflation coupled with the RBI
stance to lower interest rates
leading to possible robust
growth in the corporate earn-
ings are leading enhanced re-
tail flows towards equity ori-
ented schemes.”

According to AMHI, arbi-
trage schemes continue to
witness positive net inflows,
albeit lower as compared to
May 2019, which has stood in
favour of overall net inflows
for Hybrid schemes at Rs
862.61 crore.

The trend in SIP contribu-
tion for June 2019 continues
to be robust at Rs 8,122.13
crore coming from 2.73 crore
SIP accounts, AMFI said.

MARKETS SPOOKED ON BUDGET PROPOSALS

Govt unlikely to clarify issue of

surcharge, taxes oninvestors

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,JULY 8

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday said there
was no requirement of any fresh
clarification on the issue of addi-
tional tax burden that could apply
to foreign portfolio investors (FPIs)
due to higher surcharges intro-
duced by the Union Budget 2019-
20 last Friday. Benchmark stock
market indices fell more than 2
per cent on Monday as investors
perceived budget provisions as
raising the tax levels, especially
the surcharge on income tax im-
posed on the super rich.

“Idon’t think clarification at
the moment is all that re-
quired...do you think it is re-
quired?” Sitharaman said when
asked whether the government
willissue any clarification relating
to taximpact of budget provisions
on the FPIs. The finance minister
said she may reply to queries re-
lating to the imposition of sur-
charge on income tax during dis-
cussions in Parliament.

The budget proposed to raise
the surcharge for those with tax-
able income between Rs 2 crore
and Rs 5 crore from the existing 15
per cent to 25 per cent, and from
the existing 15 per cent to 37 per
cent for those with income higher

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and Reserve Bank of
India Governor Shaktikanta Das along with other officials at
the RBI's central board meeting in New Delhi. Tashi Tobgyal

than Rs 5 crore. Apart from the
other proposals, this has been
viewed negatively by the stock
markets.

When asked about the sur-
charge issue, Sitharaman said: “I
donot want to sound too much of
a stickler for the rules. But proba-
bly this is a question which I will
probably have to answer in the
Parliament too, the session is on.
And therefore would rather doit,
if I have to do it, in Parliament,
rather than say it right now.” She
was speaking to reporters after
addressing the central board of
the Reserve Bank of Indiaina cus-

tomary post-budget meeting,

At the conference, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das said
the government will start discus-
sions with the central bank on the
proposal to raise a portion of gov-
ernment’s borrowings in the over-
seas markets. The government
planstoraise around $10billionin
foreign currency loans to bridge
the fiscal deficit — a proposal on
which the RBI have had reserva-
tions in the past due to its impli-
cations on stability of economy.

“The Governmenthasmadea
budget announcement. We will
interact with the government as

GOLD

334,470

the debt manager of the govern-
ment of India. The government
will have internal discussions with
the RBI,” Das said. The Governor
said the budget proposals of re-
ducing fiscal deficit target and of
infusing Rs 70,000 crore in public
sector banks are positive develop-
ments, as it provides enough cap-
ital to the banks to step up their
lending and credit disbursement.

He said thereis surplus liquid-
ity in the financial system and
lower fiscal deficit will ensure that
thereis no ‘crowding out’ of forin-
vestment by the private sector.
The budget provisions relating to
Non Banking  Financial
Companies and the additional
regulatory powers to the RBl over
NBFCs would also help in reduc-
ing the stress in the sector.

Asked about the budget pro-
vision of Rs 90,000 crore surplus
transfer from the RBI to the gov-
ernment this year, Das said the
board and the audit committee of
the central bank will take a deci-
sion on the transfer after finalis-
ing its annual accounts.

To a query on slow transmis-
sion of reduced policy rates into
commercial interest rates of the
banks, Das said the RBI now ex-
pectsaquicker transmission of the
interest rate cuts by banks to con-
sumers by way of cheaper home,
auto and personal loans.

‘Capital infusion in PSBs credit positive, to boost economy’

The proposed Rs 70,000-crore capital infusion into public sector banks (PSBs) will provide a timely booster
to these lenders. The move, announced in the Budget, is likely to be credit positive for the banking sector and
the economy, according to SEP Global Ratings

HAIRCUTS: Capital infusion
will help PSBs make
necessary haircuts on their
weak corporate loans and
shore up their capital
adequacy, it said

OUT OF PCA: It will help
some banks to come out of
the central bank’s prompt
corrective action (PCA)and
resume lending and clean up
their balance sheets

WHAT’S NEEDED: The rating

agency believes PSBs still

require substantial reforms to

improve risk management,

service quality, efficiency,and

diversity of product offerings.

POOLED ASSETS: PSBs’
purchase of high-rated
pooled assets of Rs 1 lakh

INTERVIEW WITH HEAD OF PRIME, AMAZON INDIA

‘We try to find selections
and price points keeping
consumption trends in mind’

Amazon’s third Prime Day event
inIndiais set to begin from July 15.
Amazon India’s Head of Prime
AKSHAY SAHI tells PRANAV
MUKUL in an interview how the
e-commerce company plans to
launch 500 products this time that
are offered by small sellers from
various parts of the country.
Edited excerpts:

How have you prepared this
time for Prime Day?

All our selections are in, it is
getting into the warehouses, we
are stocked up. All the technology
issetup.

When you say you are stocking
up, is it based simply on past
Prime Day trends or is there
other intelligence you look at?

We look at all of it. We have a
lot of business intelligence and
machine learning that looks at
what demand patternlooks like —
which customers from which re-
gions are buying what kind of stuff
and making sure all these prod-
ucts are available for fast shipping.
But the simplest thing we do is
that we try and replicate every-
thing, everywhere. Our idea is to
build alogistics infrastructure na-
tionally and we leverage every-
thing from our own fulfillment
centres, seller flexes — which is a
technology thatenables sellers, lo-
cal sellers, etc.

Is there any special focus on
small sellers this time?

Weare going tolauncha 1,000
new products this year. Two years
ago, we started launches on Prime

“We havealot of business
intelligence and machine
learning that looks at what
demand patternlooks like,”

AKSHAY SAHI
HEAD OF PRIME, AMAZON INDIA

Day. First year we launched just 30
products and our customers loved
itand brands loved it. Last year, we
launched 200 of which 30-40
were from small sellers because
the magic of India is that there is
an amazing selection in different
pockets — whether it is south for
silk, northeast for their own tradi-
tional handloom, etc. We started
getting these sellers and helped
them launch products. This year
about 500 products are from
small and medium sellers. We
have Pochampally Ikkat, Patola
Silk, Khadi, various other handi-
craft. It goes beyond handicraft.
This year we have a startup that
will launch a smart-bulb, whichis
Alexa controlled.

This is the first Prime Day since
the new FDI norms kicked in.
Did you have to do anything
differently to plan your
discounts and pricing, etc?

We are a pure marketplace,
and we are always fully compliant
with FDI norms. Because we had
already planned for this, we did-
n't see any risks or difficulties in
sourcing deals or selections from
our sellers at this time.

Since Prime Day occurs during
non-festivals season, isitable
to produce a similar traction as

the Diwali sales?

Prime members shop almost
three times as much as non-Prime
members. They shop in more cat-
egories and engage more with us.
Last year, more Prime members
joined in the month before Prime
Day than any other part of the
year.

Separately, our membership
has doubled in thelast 18 months.
From this you can understand that
itis having a great uptake.

Every year we continue to get
feedback from our customersand
Prime Day is a facilitator for get-
ting tractionin smaller townsand
cities, who discover Prime be-
cause of this and now we have
members from over 400 towns
and cities. Almost everywhere
that Amazon ships, there will be
a Prime member.

There are some signs that
show aslowdown in
consumption of some
consumer goods and
consumer durables. Does that
worryyou?

All of us follow what the
trends are. All our category lead-
ers in fashion, technology are fol-
lowing what the consumption
patterns are.

There are certain macro fac-
tors and micro factors that in-
fluence how customers con-
sume. Our job is always to bring
selection and pricing that allow
us to work in those constraints.
We take those trends into ac-
count but within Prime we
haven't seen as much of what
you're discussing.

ADDRESS LIQUIDITY
NEEDS: Budget
proposals may help
Non-Banking
Financial Companies
to sell their highly-
rated retail pool of
assets and address
theirimmediate
liquidity needs and
correct asset-liability
mismatches

crore will now be eligible for a
one-time six months’ partial
credit guarantee by the
government. This may shore
up demand for these assets

ON HFCS: Budget proposes to
transfer regulation of
housing finance companies
to the RBI from the National
Housing Bank . This proposal
will make RBI the sole
regulator for key financial
sector entities

CCI's Google probe sparked by
junior researchers, law student

ADITYAKALRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

TWO JUNIOR antitrust research
associates and a law school stu-
dentwere behind acomplaint that
sparked a probe into Google’s al-
leged anti-competitive practices
inthe country,inwhathasbecome
another regulatory challenge for
the US firm.

The Competition Commission
of India (CCI) ordered an investi-
gation into Alphabet Inc’s Google
in April for alleged abuse of its
Android platform to hurt rivals, but
the complainants’ names came to
light only when the order was
made public last week. The case
was filed by Umar Javeed and

Sukarma Thapar, who work as re-
search associates at the CCl, and
Umar’s brother Aaqib,alaw school
student whointerned with the CCl
brieflyin 2018, their LinkedIn pro-
files showed. All three declined in-
terview requests for this article.
Thoughit’s unusual for CCl re-
searchers to file cases with the
watchdog, antitrust lawyers said,
there is nothing wrong with it.
They acted in their personal capac-
ity, a senior government official
said, adding that all are aged in
their 20s. “They deserve appreci-
ation, they have done acommend-
ablejob,” SLBunker,aformer sen-
ior member of the CCI, said on
Monday. “The developments will
be watched eagerly as the casein-
volves many intricacies and itsim-

UNION BUDGET 2019-20

Angel tax breather: Startups, investors divided over clarity

PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI,JULY 8

THE BREATHER provided to start-
ups over ‘angel tax’ in the Budget
is expected to relieve them of in-
creased scrutiny on the capital
they raise from angel investors.
Delivering her maiden Budget
speech on Friday, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had said that
startups and their investors filing
requisite declarations and provid-
ing information in their returns
will not be subjected to any kind of
income tax scrutiny over the val-
uations of their share premiums.
She also added that a mecha-
nism for e-verification would be
in place soon toresolve the issue of
establishing the identity of in-

vestors. Some experts feel the
move will lead to more angel in-
vestment, going forward, due to
increased clarity on aspects like
accreditation of angel investors.
“With the new regulations in
place and (internal) circulars, most
startups will not be harassed
based on the point that these pro-
ceedings came before the new
regulation,” says Sanjay Jesrani of
Go North Ventures. “There has
been talk for awhile now that, in-
stead of subjecting startups to a
greatlevel of scrutiny, the govern-
ment should basically accreditan-
gelinvestors. If the governmentis
clear about their credentials, then
their investments should not be
subjected to this provision, which
is an anti-abuse provision that
was meant to curb money laun-

plications will be world over.”

The CCldidn’'t respond to are-
quest for comment. A recent an-
titrust case in the country against
Google involved a matchmaking
firm backed by top lawyers. Inthe
latest case, the three young in-
formants relied on the European
Commission’s order fromlast year
in which Google was fined $5 bil-
lion for forcing manufacturers to
pre-installitsapps on Android de-
vices. Their complaint is against
both Google LLC and the com-
pany’sIndia unit. The C(T's prelim-
inary finding was that Google ap-
peared to be dominant on the
basis of the material brought for-
ward by the informants, who were
identified in the order as Android
users. REUTERS

dering,” says S Vasudevan, Partner,
Lakshmikumaran & Sridharan.
However, some startups, in-
vestors and legal experts feel the
move lacks clarity on what it
would mean for family members
engaged in angel investing and
companies thatare already locked
in disputes over demands to pay
tax on capital they have raised
through angel investment.
“Legally speaking, no solution
or retrospective change has been
provided where past cases will be
dropped, so the expectation is
that,as of now, the status quowill
continue,” says Vasudevan.
School Diary founder Ashish
Chaturvedi says that since 2016 he
has been battling notices and or-
ders by the tax department to pay
‘angel tax’ on capital he raised for
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Spectrum auction:
Considered ‘all
relevant factors’ on
prices, Traito DoT

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

THE TELECOM Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) on
Monday reiterated its recom-
mendation on reserve price and
valuation methodology for spec-
trum, including that for deploy-
ing 5G, telling the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) that
ithad considered “all relevant fac-
tors” while giving views on prices.

Last month the Digital
Communications Commission
(DCC), the DoT’s apex decision-
making body, decided to ask Trai
to reconsider its suggestions on
spectrum, to ensure competition
and greater participation of larger
set of players in the forthcoming
auctions.

Inits detailed response to the
telecom department on Monday;,
Trai said it had considered all the
relevant factors, including the
methodology, assumptions, de-
velopments between the spec-
trumauctionin 2016 and its sug-
gestions of August 1,2018,and the
rationale for spectrum valuation
and reserve price while giving its
recommendations. “In view of
the above, the authority reiterates
the spectrum valuation and re-
serves prices as contained in its
recommendations dated August
1,2018,” Trai said.

The telecom regulator has,
however, yielded ground on the
issue of lock-in period it had pre-
viously recommended for spec-
trum in 3300-3600 MHz band
(for eligibility on spectrum trad-
ing). The telecom regulator has
now suggested a lower lock-in
period of two years for this band
against 5 years prescribed earlier.

“Authority recommends that

Auctionsuccess
todetermine
S5Groadmap

EVEN AS some industry
players have pointed out
that Trai’s recommended
price for 5G frequencies is
five to six times higher
than auction discovered
prices in South Korea,
Spain, the UK and Italy, a
section believes that
India should discover its
prices through its own
auction, wherein opera-
tors are free to not bid if
the rates are deemed
high. The auction’s suc-
cess, however, is likely to
determine the roadmap
of India’s 5G play.

no rollout obligations should be
mandated for spectrumin 3300-
3600 MHz band. Further, lock-in
period for spectrum in this band
for becoming eligible for spec-
trum trading should be same as
in other bands that is 2 years,”
Trai said.

Trai had last year recom-
mended auction of about 8,644
MHz of telecom frequencies, in-
cluding those for 5G services, at
anestimated total base price of Rs
4.9lakh crore, but the financially-
stressed industry thatis buckling
under high debt, had argued that
proposed prices are unaffordable
and exorbitant.

MindTree shares
plunge after CEO,
chairman resign

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 8

SHARES OF MindTree plunged 11
per cent on Monday after the IT
firm’s founders Krishnakumar
Natarajan, Parthasarathy NS and
Rostow Ravanan resigned from
the board and executive roles.

The company’s scrip tumbled
11.05 per centto close at Rs 768.60
on the BSE.

During the day, it tumbled 12
per cent to Rs 760.

chairman Natarajan, vice
chairman Parthasarathy NS and
chief executive Ravanan have quit
the company, the firm said in a
regulatory filing Friday.

The founders had vehemently
opposed the L&T bid, terming it
hostile and as a grave threat and
value destructive to shareholders.

“..at the board meeting held
on July 5, 2019, Krishnakumar
Natarajan (executive chairman),
Parthasarathy NS (executive vice
chairman and chief operating of-
ficer) and Rostow Ravanan (CEO
and managing director) have sub-
mitted their resignations as mem-
bers of the board of directors of
Mindtree and asemployees of the
company,” Mindtree said inareg-
ulatory filing. Earlier last week,

his startup. While his is one of the
startups that had received an ex-
emption certificate from the gov-
ernment earlier this year, he says
that his appeal at the Corporate
Income Tax (CIT) office is yet to
even be taken up.

“It is like you have this sword
hanging over your head, because
you don’t know (what will hap-
pentoyour case). And, because of
the uncertainty, none of the in-
vestors areinterested,” he told The
Indian Express. According to com-
munity social media platform
LocalCircles, 73 per cent of over
2,800 startups that raised capital
said they received one or more an-
gel tax notices. Over 200 of these
startups have received demand
orders, according to LocalCircles
founder Sachin Taparia. Angel in-
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Mindtree had announced that
L&T had acquired control of the
company and had been cate-
gorised as a promoter with 60.06
per cent stake in the company.

Meanwhile, L&T on Monday
said the IT firm will be run as a
separate entity and operate at an
arm’s length from the construc-
tion major’s own tech units.

There is no direct conflict be-
tween Mindtree and L&T Infotech
(LTI)as “they operate in vastly dif-
ferent areas with a minimum
clientoverlap”, L&T CEO and man-
aging director SN Subrahmanyan
said, asserting that no position is
sought to be disturbed at
Mindtree and no changes are be-
ing contemplated right now.

vestor Rajesh Sawhney said that
he has refrained from investing
lately because of such issues.
“Since earlier this year, there
hasbeenalot of uncertainty about
it (angel tax). In such a scenario, it
doesn’t make sense to go on with
investing ...,” says Sawhney, the
founder of GSF Accelerator and co-
founder of InnerChef. “My prelim-
inary understanding s that, all the
cases that have been initiated will
notbeacted upon... thatdemand
notices will be suspended. Itis not
clear to me whether they will be
withdrawnand quashed,” he says.
iDreamCareer founder Ayush
Bansal, too, is unclear about what
this would mean for startups that
may need toraise money through
family members, who are some of
the first investors in some startups.
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Gujarat govt cancels
permits to company
promoted by Sandesara

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
VADODARA, JULY 8

THE GUJARAT government has
cancelled all permits and the 30-
year concession awarded to
Sterling Port to develop the Dahej
port tobecome an all-weather, di-
rect-berthing port.

In a directive issued to the
Gujarat Maritime board, Chief
Ministry Vijay Rupani has called
forimmediate steps torecover the
dues owed by Sterling Port and
cancelled all permit to the com-
pany to develop the port.

Sterling Port Ltd is promoted
by Nitin Sandesara of the
Vadodara-based Sandesara
Group. While Nitin Sandesara is
believed to have escaped from
India after it came tolight that the
company had major debts from fi-
nancial institutions, the company
continued to be the contractors for
developing the port.

Lenders of Sterling Ports Ltd,

whichalsoraninto the bad books
of its creditors, include Srei
Infrastructure Finance, Andhra
Bank and Corporation Bank.

The lenders had invited ex-
pressions of interest from other
investors into the Dahej port proj-
ectin2017 in order to plan recov-
ery of their debt. Sterling Port pro-
moters hold close to 74 per cent
equity in the port project, while
the remaining stake is held by
Sterling Biotech Ltd, the group’s
publicly listed flagship company.

According toa government re-
lease on Monday, Nitin Sandesara
promoted Sterling Biotech had
proposed its intention to execute
the port project in 2008 within
fouryears.

In October 2017, the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) had
registered a case against Sterling
Biotech Ltd for defaulting on loans
worthoverRs 5,383 crorefroma
consortium led by Andhra Bank
which had turned into non-per-
forming assets.
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‘Will hold talks on easing
local sourcing norms for
single brand retailers’

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,JULY 8

THE DPIIT will hold consultations
with stakeholders to discuss ways
to furtherrelax local sourcing norms
for firms having FDI and undertak-
ing single brand retailing in the
country, a top official said. Secretary
inthe department for promotion of
industry and internal trade Ramesh
Abhishek, however, said there will
be no relaxation in the mandatory
30 per cent local sourcing norms.

“We would try to make it more
simple for retailers to comply with
the provisions of sourcing. There
will no change in the 30 per cent
thing,” he said. “We will do stake-
holder consultation to see what we
have to do,” he added. The depart-
ment would finalise the proposal af-
ter the consultations to take ap-
proval from the Cabinet.

Last year, it was stated that re-
tailers can show the amount of
goods exported from India against
meeting the mandatory 30 per cent

local sourcing norms.

Retail traders were allowed to
adjust the incremental sourcing of
goods from India for global opera-
tions during the initial five years (be-
ginning April 1 of the year of the
opening of first store), against the
mandatory sourcing requirement
of 30 per cent of purchases from
India. According to a source, there
could be some changes in this pro-
vision and retailers could be given
more time than present five years.

In2006, the government had al-
lowed 51 per cent FDI in single
brand retail. In January 2018, 100 per
cent FDI was permitted for foreign
players in single brand retail trade
to set up own shops in India with-
out government approval. That
time, the government had relaxed
mandatory local sourcing require-
ment of 30 per cent by stating that
a foreign retailer would be able to
get credit from incremental rise in
sourcing for its global operations
from India towards the mandatory
30 per cent local sourcing require-
ment forits businessin the country.
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Rupeefalls 24p as equities
crash; bond yields decline

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 8

THE RUPEE on Monday declined
by 24 paise to close at 68.66
against the US dollar amid a mas-
sive selloffin equities and appre-
ciation of the dollar against Asian
currencies. The yield on bench-
mark 10-year bond alsodeclined
by 12 basis points to 6.58 per cent
and bond prices increased.

The rupee had on Friday set-
tled 8 paise higher at 68.42
against the dollar. “The rupee fol-
lows the path of emerging-mar-
ket currencies, as markets start
to rethink the extent and speed
of rate cuts by the Federal
Reserve. Regional stocks also
traded weaker as budget blues
continue,” said VK Sharma,Head

FlIs pulled out

Rs 401.99 crore on
Monday, hitting
rupee sentiment

PCG & Capital Markets Strategy,
HDFC Securities. Foreign institu-
tional investors (FlIs) pulled out
Rs 401.99 crore Monday, hitting
the rupee sentiment. Emerging
market currencies took a hit af-
ter the US job data fuelled expec-
tations that the Federal Reserve
will not cutinterest rates quickly
innear future.

The 10-year government
bond yield declined to 6.58 per
cent. “The bond market traded
higher amid lower than esti-
mated fiscal deficit number and

proposal of foreign currency
bond issuance. Finance Secretary
Subhash Chandra Garg said that
government is targeting the sec-
ond half of the fiscal year to raise
funds through overseas bond
sales,” Sharma said. While deliv-
ering the budget speech, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said the government will raise
part of its gross borrowing re-
quirements via foreign currency
borrowings. The government did
not specify what proportion of its
borrowings would come through
foreign currency borrowings.
Investors sentiment was sub-
dued on concerns thatincreased
surcharge on super-rich could af-
fect foreign funds investing in
India, which could lead to flight
of foreign funds from the domes-
ticmarkets, currency traders said.

‘Jobs’ spells kept Apple from dying’

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
WASHINGTON, JULY 8

STEVE JOBS was a master at
“casting spells” to keep employ-
ees motivated and workinglong
hours, Microsoft co-founder Bill
Gates has said, as he praised the
late Apple CEO’sincredible lead-
ership style that helped the com-
pany which was “on a path to

valuable firms.

Jobs, the former Apple CEO
whodied of pancreaticcancerin
2011, was an example of “don’t
do this at home” in his style of
leadership, the billionaire phil-
anthropist said.

“Iwas like a minor wizard be-
cause he would be casting spells,
and [ would see people mes-
merised, but because I'm a mi-
norwizard, the spells don’t work

OPEN TENDER NOTICE Dated : 09-07-2019
Sealed tenders in two bid system are inviting from the competent and experienced
bidder for the following work:
1. Tender No. CE/W/8(425)/2019 vide Date of notification 09-07-2019 and Name
of work : “Repair of Doors and Windows for Residential and Non-Residential
Buildings at DTS for the Year 2019-21" with estimated cost of ¥48.70 Lakhs and
period of completion for work: 24 (Twenty Four) Months with EMD is ¥ 48,700.00
and sale/download period from 09-07-2019 to 08-08-2019.
2. Tender No. CE/W/8(426)/2019 vide Date of notification 09-07-2019 and Name
of work: “Maintenance of Public Building in Connection with Safety Week
Celebrations for the Year 2019 in DTS" with estimated cost of ¥50.33 Lakhs and
period of completion for work: 06 (Six) Months with EMD is ¥50,330.00 and
sale/download period 10-07-2019 to 09-08-2019.
For accessing the tender document or download from NMDC limited website
https://www.nmdc.co.in/nmdctender/dafault.aspx.
For any clarification bidders may contact DGM (Civil), by mailing to
diomcivil@nmdc.co.in or by fax message to 08395-274644.
Further, may please follow the above website for any amendment, corrigendam..
etc from time to time. For and on behalf of NMDC Limited

DGM(Civil)

MADHYA PRADESH URBAN DEVELOPMENT

COMPANY LIMITED

(URBAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPARTMENT,
GOVERNMENT OF MADHYA PRADESH)

M.P. RAJYA SAHKARI KRISHI & GRAMIN BANK, 8, ARERA HILLS
BHOPAL (M.P)-462011, Phone No. : 91-755-2763060,61
E-mail : mapursep@gmail.com
MADHYA PRADESH URBAN SANITATION AND
ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME KFW FUNDED

NIT No. MPUDC/KfW/2019/4945 Dated 05.07.2019
Madhya Pradesh Urban Development Company Limited invites
Bids (to be submitted in the e-Procurement Portal) for the
following works :
Package 4 : Survey, Review the Designs, Redesign where
necessary and Build Sewage Collection and Conveyance
System, Sewage Treatment and Disposal System of
Narsinghpur Nagar Palika, District Narsinghpur of Madhya
Pradesh and Operate and Maintain the Built System for 10
Years (Fourth Call)
Package 5 : Survey, Review the Designs, Redesign where
necessary and Build Sewage Collection and Conveyance
System, Sewage Treatment and Disposal System of Mandla
Nagar Palika, District Mandla of Madhya Pradesh and
Operate and Maintain the Built System for 10 Years (Fourth
Call)
Detailed Invitation for Bid with all relevant information is available
on https://www.mptenders.gov.in/(Tender by organization/
Directorate Urban Administraion and Development-Tender No.
2019_UAD_36604 for Pkg-4 and 2019_UAD_36611 for Pkg-
5). Bidding Documents are also available online.
The Bid document is available online at www.mptenders.gov.in
from 09.07.2019, 10:30 hrs (Indian Standards Time). The
deadline for online submission of bids is 21.08.2019, 17.30 hrs.
The bids will be opened on 22.08.2019 at 16:00 hours. This
detailed Invitation for Bids is also available on the website
www.mpudc.co.in/latest tenders.
Bidders are advised to note the minimum qualification criteria
specified in the bidding documents. Interested bidders may
participate in the bidding process as per instructions given in
the bidding documents.

DEPUTY PROJECT DIRECTOR

M.P. Madhyam/94401/2019 (TECHNICAL)
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Notice No. 15972/BDA

second-richest person.

“I have yet to meet any per-
son who in terms of picking tal-
ent, hyper-motivating that tal-
ent,” who could match him.

“He brought some incredibly
positive things along with that
toughness,” Gates said.

Jobs was a singular case, he
said, where Apple was ona path
todie and goes ontobecomethe
most valuable company in the
world.

PNB shares
plunge 11% on
3,800 crore
BPSL “fraud’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, JULY 8

PUNJAB NATIONAL Bank (PNB)
shares on Monday plunged 11
per cent after the bank detected
analleged fraud of more thanRs
3,800 crore by Bhushan Power &
Steel Ltd (BPSL).

The scrip plummeted 10.95
per centtocloseatRs72.80onthe
BSE. During the day, it plunged
11.31 per cent to Rs 72.50. On the
NSE, shares dropped 11.24 per
cent to close at Rs 72.60.

In a stock exchange filing,
PNB said Bhushan Power & Steel
misappropriated bank funds and
manipulated its books of ac-
counts to raise funds from con-
sortium lender banks.

“On the basis of forensic audit
investigation findings and CBI fil-
ing FIR, on suo moto basis,
against the company and its di-
rectors, alleging diversion of
funds from banking system, a
fraud of Rs 3,805.15 crore is be-
ing reported by bank to the
Reserve Bank of India. It has been
observed that the company has
misappropriated bank funds,
manipulated books of accounts
to raise funds from consortium
lender banks. At present, the
case is at NCLT which is in ad-
vance stage and the bank ex-
pects good recovery in the ac-
count,” it said.

British Airways faces $229 mn
fine over breach of data

London: British Airways is facing
a 183 million-pound ($229 mil-
lion) fine over a breach that com-
promised information on half a
million customers _ the biggest
penalty to date under new,
tougher regulations and one that
islikely tobe seen as a test case for
companies that fail to secure big
data caches.

Britain’s Information
Commissioner proposed the fine
on Monday, months after BA re-
vealed it had been the victim of a
hack. The scam saw customers di-
verted to a fake website where

Date 06.07.2019

RFP FOR SELECTION OF AN AGENCY FOR DEPLOYMENT OF SECURITY
PERSONNEL FOR COMPREHENSIVE SECURITY SERVICES IN BDA

Bhubaneswar Development Authority invites REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR SELECTION
OF AN AGENCY FOR “DEPLOYMENT OF SECURITY PERSONNEL FOR COMPREHENSIVE
SECURITY SERVICES IN BDA”. The RFP Documents will be available from 06.07.2019 to
30.07.2019. The RFP documents can be downloaded from www.bdabbsr.in / www:bda.gov.in.
The last date for receipt of proposal is 30.07.2019 by 4 P.M. and the same would be opened on
30.07.2019 at 4.30 P.M. Please refer the RFP documents for further details.

Sd/- Secretary
Bhubaneswar Development Authority

Govt. of Rajasthan

Office of Zila Parishad Sri Ganganagar

Phone No: 0154-2445075 Department E-mail: pd-gan-rj@nic.in

NIB. NO 04/2019-20/97
Notice Inviting e-Bid

Dated :04.07.2019

Single Stage Two Parts unconditional e-Tender/Bids are invited by CEO, ZILA PARISHAD
SRIGANGANAGAR, SWACHH BHARAT MISSION for the procurement of following materials listed below,
from bonafide manufacturer, distributor or authorised dealer as per details given in the bid document

S. Name Article Date and Last Date Date and Estimated Estimated Amount Bid/ Bid/
No. time for and time time for requireme value of of Bid Tender Tender
Downloading for opening ntin No. bid ((Rs. Security Fee Processi
of e-Bid/ submissio of the e- inlac) 2% (Rs. (Rupees) ng Fee
tender n of e-Bid/ Bid/ in lac) (Rupees)
tender tender
1 Sanitary 05.07.2019  31.07.19 01.08.19 672 275.00 5.50
Napkin Pad (11:00 AM) (6:00 PM) (12:00 PM)
Vending &
Incinerators
Machine with
1000 pad
o PushCart  05.07.2019 31.07.19 01.0819 1344 13500 270 1000~ 1000/
with 4 Bins (11:00 AM)  (6:00 PM) (12:00 PM)
3 Containerized 05.07.2019 31.07.19 01.08.19 1344 403.00 8.06
Tricycle (11.00 AM) (6:00 PM) (12:00 PM)
Rickshaw
with 6 Bins
Total 3360 813.00 16.26
UBN- ZGN1920GLOB00005 NIB CODE - ZGN1920A0005
Note :-

1.  The complete Bidding Document including the Critical Dates, NIB, Instruction to Bidders, Bid Data
Sheet, Qualification and Evaluation Criteria, Schedule of Supply, Bidding Form, General Conditions of
Contract & Special Conditions of Contracts and Contract Form Procedure of Bidding etc, can be seen at
or downloaded from the website of State Public Procurement Portal, www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and
website of e-procurement www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and the scan copy of price of Bidding
Document, Bid Security/ Bid Securing Declaration, as applicable and Processing Fee, along with the bid

must be uploaded on e-procurement.

2. Interested bidders need to register on the said website through their digital signature before making

online application.
3. The bid will be accepted only at http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

4. Demand draft of Earnest money and e-Bid charges in the favour of CEO, Zila Parishad Sri Ganganagar
and Demand Draft of e-Bid Processing Fee In the favor of M.D. RISL Jaipur, must be deposited before
the opening of technical bid in the office of the Chief Executive Officer, Zila Parishad, Sri Ganganagar

till 01.08.19 at 11.00 am. failing which the bid shall be rejected

5. ZILA PARISHAD SRI GANGANAGAR, SWACHH BHARAT MISSION is not bound to accept the
successful Bid and may reject any or all Bids without assigning any reason thereof.
6. Date and time of opening of the Financial Bid To be intimated through e-proc automated messaging

system of http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in

7. Above Mentioned three items are not related to each other. So item wise rates will be considered and

item wise lowest Bidder will be given the supply order.
8. One bidder can apply for either one item or two or three item.
9. Bid Security can be deposited item wise.

10. The CEO Zila Parishad Sri Ganganagar reserves the right to reduce or exceed the amount or quantity.

DIPR/C/5369/2019

Sd/-

(Sourabh Swami) IAS

Chief Executive Officer

Zila Parishad, Sri Ganganagar

credit card details were harvested
by the attackers.

“People’s personal data is just
that — personal. When an organ-
isation fails to protect it from loss,
damage or theftitis more thanan
inconvenience,” Information
Commissioner Elizabeth Denham
said. “That’swhy thelawis clear —
whenyou are entrusted with per-
sonal datayou must look afterit.”

The regulator said that the
proposed fine — equivalent to 1.5
per cent of the airline’sannual rev-
enue — is the biggest it has ever
imposed.

BRIEFLY

Working to

create trust,
says CBDT

New Delhi: The govern-
ment is working to create
an environment of trust
so that there is no “adver-
sarial relationship” be-
tween taxpayers and tax
department, but believes
that the onus of paying
due share of taxes in
rightful manner rests
with the taxpayer,
Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) ChairmanP
CMody said.

Fortisgets
shareholder

nod to sell stake

New  Delhi: Fortis
Healthcare Monday said
it has received sharehold-
ers’ nod for offloading its
stake in Medical and
Surgical Centre Ltd.
Medical and Surgical
Centreisanindirect asso-
ciate company held
through Fortis
Healthcare’s wholly-
owned subsidiary Fortis
Healthcare International,
as per a BSE filing.

TataGroup
pays off dues
of TTSL

New Delhi: Tata Group has
settled the stipulated
dues owed tolenders and
the government, esti-
mated to be roughly Rs
50,000 crore, to complete
the sale of consumer mo-
bile business to Bharti
Airtel.

June spot
power price
falls 11%

New Delhi: Average spot
power price fell 11 per
cent toRs 3.32 per unitin
June compared to the
year-ago month, the
Indian Energy Exchange
(IEX) said Monday. PTI
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VLADIMIR PUTIN, Russia’s president, has de-
clared theliberal idea “obsolete”. It will not sur-
prise you to learn that we disagree. Not just be-
cause he told the Financial Times that
liberalism was all about immigration, multi-
culturalism and gender politics—a travesty—
but also because he picked the wrong target.
The ideamost under threatin the West is con-
servatism. And you do not have to be a conser-
vative to find that deeply troubling,

In two-party systems, like the United
States and (broadly) Britain, the right is in
power, but only by jettisoning the values that
used to define it. In countries with many par-
ties the centre-right is being eroded, as in
Germany and Spain, or eviscerated, as in
France and Italy. And in other places, like
Hungary, with a shorter democratic tradition,
the right has gone straight to populism with-
out even trying conservatism.

Conservatismis not so much a philosophy
as a disposition. The philosopher Michael
Oakeshott put it best: “To be conservative...is
to prefer the familiar to the unknown, to pre-
fer the tried to the untried, fact to mystery, the
actual to the possible, the limited to the un-
bounded, the near to the distant.” Like classical
liberalism, conservatism is a child of the
Enlightenment. Liberals say that social order
emerges spontaneously from individuals act-
ing freely, but conservatives believe social or-
der comes first, creating the conditions for free-
dom. Itlooks to the authority of family, church,
tradition and local associations to control
change, and slow it down. You sweep away in-
stitutions at your peril. Yet just such a demoli-
tion is happening to conservatism itself—and
it is coming from the right.

The new right is not an evolution of con-
servatism, butarepudiation of it. The usurpers
are aggrieved and discontent. They are pes-
simists and reactionaries. They look at the
world and see what President Donald Trump
once called “carnage”.

Consider how they are smashing one con-
servative tradition after another. Conservatism
is pragmatic, but the new right is zealous, ide-
ological and cavalier with the truth. Australia
suffers droughts and reef-bleaching seas, but
the right has just won an election there under
a party whose leader addressed parliament
holding a lump of coal like a holy relic. In Italy
Matteo Salvini, leader of the Northern League,
has boosted the anti-vaxxer movement. For
Mr Trump “facts” are just devices to puff up his
image or slogans designed to stir up outrage
and tribal loyalties.

Conservatives are cautious about change,
but the right now airily contemplates revolu-
tion. Alternative for Germany has flirted with
a referendum on membership of the euro.
Were Mr Trump to carry out his threats to leave
NATO, it would up-end the balance of power.
A no-deal Brexit would be a leap into the un-
known, but Tories yearn for it, evenif it destroys
the union with Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Conservatives believe in character, be-
cause politics is about judgment as well as
reason. They are suspicious of charisma and
personality cults. In America plenty of
Republicans who know better have fallen in
with Mr Trump even though he has been
credibly accused by 16 different women of
sexual misconduct. Brazilians have elected
Jair Bolsonaro, who fondly recalls the days of

BAGEHOT

POLITICS

The global crisis in conservatism

Today’s right is not an evolution of conservatism, but a repudiation of it

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin has declared the liberal idea ‘obsolete’. Reuters

military rule. The charismatic Boris Johnson
is favourite to be Britain’s next prime minis-
ter, despite being mistrusted by MPs, because
he is deemed to be the “Heineken Tory” who
will, like the beer, refresh the parts other con-
servatives cannot reach.

Conservatives respect business and are
prudent stewards of the economy, because
prosperity underpins everything. Hungary’s
prime minister, Viktor Orban, paints himself
as a low-tax economic conservative, but un-
dermines the rule of law on which businesses
depend. Mr Trump is a wager of trade wars.
Over 60% of Tory members are willing to in-
flict “serious damage” on the economy to se-
cure Brexit. InItaly the League is spooking mar-
kets by toying with issuing government paper
that would act as a parallel currency to the euro.
InPoland Law and Justice has splashed out on
awelfare bonanza. In France, in the campaign
for the European Parliament elections, the
rump Republican Party made more of asplash
about Europe’s “Judeo-Christian roots” than
prudent economic management.

The illusionist

The would-be prime minister’s greatest strengths
may vanish in a puff of smoke

A FEW weeks ago the received wisdom in
Westminster was that “only Johnson can de-
feat Johnson.” Now it is that “not even
Johnson can defeat Johnson.” The front-run-
ner’s campaign has lurched from one crisis
to another—a fiery row with his girlfriend,
an ill-thought-out tax break for the rich, a
succession of weird interviews—but the race
still looks pre-determined. Boris Johnson
leads Jeremy Hunt by an apparently un-
bridgeable margin.

Conservative Party members know very
well that they are not electing a saint or a de-
tails man. Over the past few weeks even
Tory-friendly journalists have called him
“epically unreliable”, “all flaw and no char-
acter” and a “habitual liar”. But members are
convinced that Mr Johnson’s negatives are
more than outweighed by his positives. Are
they right? Let us examine Mr Johnson’s four
great qualities in turn.

The most important is that he is said to
be an election winner. He supposedly pos-
sesses the magic qualities to keep Jeremy
Corbyn out of 10 Downing Street: an “X fac-
tor” that turns him into the centre of atten-
tion; a “Brexit factor” that means that he can
crush Nigel Farage’s Brexit Party; and an abil-
ity to reach beyond the Conservative Party’s
core voters. Itis true that, in the age of Donald
Trump, star power can beat conventional po-
litical skills. And in the age of Brexit it is clear
that the biggest electoral danger to the
Conservative Party comes from the accusa-
tion that it is not following “the will of the
people”.

His upper-class style limits
his ability to appeal to
working-class Brexit
supporters, while his
fondness for donning the
jester’s cap puts off
thoughtful moderates. He
is despised in Scotland

But Mr Johnson’s supposed cross-party
appeal s less convincing. The Brexit vote has
incinerated his ability to woo metropolitan
liberals. Today he couldn’t win a vote to be-
come a dog-catcher in London, let alone
mayor. His upper-class style limits his abil-
ity to appeal to working-class Brexit support-
ers, while his fondness for donning the
jester’s cap puts off thoughtful moderates.
He is despised in Scotland. A YouGov poll
shows that Mr Hunt leads Mr Johnson
among the British public by 41% to 29%. Far
from drawing new supporters to the Tories,
Mr Johnson may turn out to be like an edu-
cated version of Mr Corbyn: a rock star
among the party faithful but hated by the
other side and distrusted by the public.

His second positive quality, in the eyes of
Tory members, is that he can make Brexit
happen. The wilder Brexiteers think he can
bully the Europeans into submission through
force of belief and personality. The more sen-

Last, the right is changing what it means to
belong. InHungary and Poland the right exults
inblood-and-soil nationalism, which excludes
and discriminates. Vox, a new force in Spain,
harks back to the Reconquista, when Christians
kicked out the Muslims. An angry, reactionary
nationalism kindles suspicion, hatred and di-
vision. It is the antithesis of the conservative
insight that belonging to the nation, a church
and the local community can unite people and
motivate them to act in the common good.

Conservatism has beenradicalised for sev-
eral reasons. One is the decline of what
Edmund Burke called the “little platoons” that
it relied on, such as religion, unions and the
family. Another is that the old parties on both

rightand left were discredited by the financial
crisis, austerity and the long wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Outside the cities, people feel as
if they are sneered at by greedy, self-serving
urban sophisticates. A few have been wound
up by the xenophobia of political entrepre-
neurs. The collapse of the Soviet Union, some
believe, loosened the glue uniting a coalition
of foreign-policy hawks, libertarians and cul-
tural and pro-business conservatives. None of
these trends will be easy to reverse.

The right stuff

That does not mean everythingis going the
way of parties of the new right. In Britain and
America, atleast,demography is against them.

The new right is, by contrast, implacably hostile towards
classical liberals. The risk is that moderates will be squeezed
out as right and left inflame politics and provoke each other to
move to the extremes. Voters may be left without a choice
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Their voters are white and relatively old.
Universities are a right-wing-free zone. A sur-
vey by Pew last year found that 59% of
American millennial voters were Democratic
or leaned Democratic; the corresponding
share of Republicans was only 32%. Among the
“silent generation”, born in 1928-45,
Democrats scored 43% and Republicans 52%.
It is not clear enough young people will drift
to the right as they age to fill the gap.

But the newrightis clearly winningits fight
against Enlightenment conservatism. For clas-
sical liberals, like this newspaper, that is a
source of regret. Conservatives and liberals dis-
agree about many things, such as drugs and
sexual freedom. But they are more often allies.
Both reject the Utopian impulse to find a gov-
ernment solution for every wrong. Both resist
state planning and high taxes. The conserva-
tive inclination to police morals is offset by an
impulse to guard free speech and to promote
freedom and democracy around the world.
Indeed conservatives and liberals often bring
out the best in each other. Conservatism tem-

Boris Johnson’s campaign has lurched from one crisis to another — a fiery row with his girlfriend, an ill-thought-out tax
break for the rich, a succession of weird interviews — but the race still looks pre-determined. Reuters

sible ones believe he can sell a compromise
to Parliament. Both are wrong. Even if the EU
were minded to help Mr Johnson, it would
be constrained by the complicated rules that
bind a collection of 27 countries together.
Anditis not minded to help aman who built
his career writing lies that poisoned attitudes
towards the EU in Britain and beyond. At
home, the parliamentary arithmetic is un-
forgiving. The Conservatives lack a majority
and the Leave and Remain wings of the party
are irreconcilable.

Mr Johnson’s third positive is that he is
tough: a man who models himself on

Winston Churchill and Margaret Thatcher
rather than establishment trimmers and
toadies. But this supposed toughness is in-
compatible with his longing for approval and
fear of opprobrium. His habit of making op-
posite promises to different factions in the
party (offering One Nation Toryism to the left
and hard Brexit to the right) owes less to
strategic cunning than to a craven desire to be
liked. His habit of disappearing into blue
funksis the product of a thin skin. Most gen-
uine reformers, such as Thatcher in Britain
or FDR in America, relish the opposition of
their opponents. Mr Johnson is hyper-sensi-

tive to the brickbats of the liberal elite into
which he was born, and sulked after the ref-
erendum when his neighbours in Islington
turned against him.

His supporters reinforce their case with a
fourth argument: that Mr Johnson’s down-
sides can be managed. “Left to himself, he
wanders off into scrapes, puns and odium,”
says ConservativeHome, a website for the
faithful. “Minded and directed, he is more than
capable of real achievement.” There canbe no
doubt that Mr Johnson has a talent for dele-
gation. When he was mayor of London, Simon
Milton and then Edward Lister kept things

pers liberal zeal; liberals puncture conserva-
tive complacency.

The new right is, by contrast, implacably
hostile towards classical liberals. The risk s that
moderates will be squeezed out as right and
leftinflame politics and provoke each other to
move to the extremes. Voters may be left with-
out a choice. Recoiling against Mr Trump,
Democrats have moved further to the left on
immigration than the country at large. The
British, with two big parties, may have to pick
between Jeremy Corbyn, Labour’s hard-left
leader, and a radicalised Tory party under Mr
Johnson. Even if you can vote for the centre, as
with Emmanuel Macron in France, one party
will win repeatedly by default—which, in the
long run, is unhealthy for democracy.

At its best conservatism can be a
steadying influence. It is reasonable and
wise; it values competence; it is not in a
hurry. Those days are over. Today’s right is
on fire and it is dangerous.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019

running at City Hall while Mr Johnson func-
tioned as chairman of the board. Sir Edward’s
reappearance by his side is encouraging.

But there are limits to how far this model
canbe applied to a job that has been likened
todrinking from a fire-hose. The prime min-
ister personally has to make decisions about
an extraordinarily wide range of questions—
including matters of national security—that
require a close command of detail. What's
more, the Conservative Party is at war with it-
self over fundamental ideological questions,
from the size of the state to Britain’s place in
the world. Its various factions will treat the
prime minister’s desire to delegate as an op-
portunity to advance their causes.

The blond leading the bland

What of Mr Johnson'’s rival? Mr Hunt is
certainly a less entertaining figure. But then
the candidates are auditioning for the job of
prime minister rather than a place on “Love
Island”. Like Mr Johnson, Mr Hunt has pan-
dered to the right of his party by talking up
the possibility of a no-deal Brexit. But that is
the inevitable result of giving a rump of party
members the final say. Mr Hunt possesses
lots of conventional strengths: his long ca-
reer in government, for instance, suggests
that he would preside over a well-run and
efficient Downing Street operation. And
many of his supposed weaknesses are as il-
lusory as Mr Johnson’s supposed strengths.
The fact that Mr Hunt held one of the most
difficult jobs in British politics, that of health
secretary, and faced down a furious strike by
doctors, suggests that he is a much tougher
figure than his rival.

Johnsonites may yet be proved right that
their man has the charisma to change the
rules of the political game. But at the very
least, the evidence regarding how the rest of
the country sees him suggests that Tory
members need to think very carefully about
their decision. If they land the country with
its second dud prime minister in a row, their
party may never recover.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019
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CROSSWORD 3853

ACROSS
1 Gameinthe form of a puzzle

(6)
4 Alaunchinthe water(6)

9 Supernatural calm created
round a soldier (7)

10 Condition under which a horse
races(5)

11 Name for a fight, perhaps(5)

12 Held up, though the road is
finished (7)

13 Stylish plastic(11)
18 Fruitran short outside (7)

20 American Indian transfixed by
atomahawk(5)

22 Love only upsets a fool (5)

23 Prospects denied the
introvert? (7)

24 One may get stains on these
materials easily enough (6)

25 North African takes half a
number and doubles it (6)

Down

1 Hostility is here yetI'm
resolved about one point (6)

2 Barsome but admitting others
(5)

3 Bematch for a Shakespearean
tragedy (7)

Raid or fight about nothing (5)
Eccentric strange dance (7)
Tried a form of abuse (6)

o N O U

Leisurely activity at the hunt
ball? (4,7)

14 Dry wine for those taking flight
(7)

15 Possibly one of twelve Poles at
variance (7)

16 The balance mounts (6)

17 He’s not making any advance -
except in business (6)

19 Ayarnabout a European (5)

21 Mob breaks up after sailor
produces weapon (1-4)

Solutions Crossword 3852: Across: 1 Diploma, 5 Bogus, 8 Aneye foran eye,

9 Laced, 10 Searoom, 11 Doused, 12 Appear, 15 Siamese, 17 Lobes, 19 Raise the
stake, 20 Ennui, 21 Dresden. Down: 1 Drawl, 2 Preoccupation, 3 Overdue, 4 Arouse,
5 Bwana, 6 Goes overboard, 7 Steamer, 11 Deserve, 13 Pelisse, 14 Method, 16 Elemi,

18 Skein

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

Eachmoment of ahappy lover's___is worthan__of dulland common life. - Aphra Behn
(4..,.3)
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

Difficulty Level 2s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows and in each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s =Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s=
Genius

SUDOKU 3902

PUNJAB WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD
Notice Inviting Online Request for Qualification (RFQ)
No. 04/PWSSD-LDH Dated 07/2019
https://www.eproc.punjab.gov.in
1. On behalf of the CEO, PWSSB, Executive Engineer, Punjab Water
Supply & Sewerage Division Ludhiana invites proposals from eligible

Applicants for the Project/(work (s) detailed in the following table. The
Applicants may submit proposals for the following project:

Sr. Name of Project/Work(s) Cost of Period of
No. Document/ Implementation
RFQ process-
ing Fee (in
INR)
1 2 3 4
1 Bulk Surface Water Supply 10,000/- Construction period

of 24 months includ-
ing 3 months for
Trial Run &
Commissioning,
followed by 120
months O&M period

project for Ludhiana City,
including the works of Design,
Construction, Testing & com-
missioning of Raw water intake,
Raw water pump house &
Rising main, Water Treatment
Plant and Clear Water
Reservoir including Operation
& Maintenance for period of 10
years, on PPP mode through
Hybrid Annuity mode)

2. Important data of RFQ is as mentioned below:

Availability of RFQ Online Date of Pre-pro- Last Date & Date & Time
posal meeting Time for of Opening of

Online Sub- Proposal
mission of
Proposal

From To

09.07.2019 03.08.2019  15.07.2019 03.08.2019 05.08.2019

1100 hours 1700 hours 1100 hours 1700 hours 1100 hours

3. For details such as important dates, pre-proposal meeting,
detailed information, qualification and eligibility criteria, visit web-
site https://www.eproc.punjab.gov.in for downloading of RFQ
(under Local Government Department).

4. For participating in the above the Applicants shall have to get
them registered with https://www.eproc.punjab.gov.in and get user
ID, password, Class 3, digital signatures Certificate (DSL) is
mandatory to participate in the e-tendering process. For any clar-
ification/difficulty/regarding e-tendering process Applicants can
contact help desk on the phone numbers mentioned in the
Website.

5. The Applicants should keep checking the website for any
addenda/corrigenda and the bidder should incorporate the same in
their bid documents. No addenda/corrigenda shall be published in the

newspaper.
Sd/-

Executive Engineer

Punjab Water Supply & Sewerage Division

Ludhiana

C-6138/Pb (ee12.pwssb@punjab.gov.in)

SOLUTION SUDOKU 3901

OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,
PHED, REGION AJMER JAL BHAWAN,

TODARMAL MARG, AUJMER
PHONE NO. 0145-2624748 FAX NO. 0145-2627671
No. F.( ) /Ar.MP./2019-2020/ 3589-638 Dated : 29/6/19
SHORT TERM NIT THROUGH E-PROCUREMENT SYSTEM
Tenders are hereby invited on behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan for
the WORK OF ROAD RESTROTION OF DAMAGED ROAD DURING
EXECAVATION OF PIPE LINE WORK OF RE ORGANISATION OF
UWSS KISHANGARH under this office NIT No. 01/2019-2020 for
estimated cost of Rs. 496.34 lacs from enlisted contractors of
department in appropriate class. Contractors enlisted with the CPWD/
Postal, Telecom, Railway, MES, other State Government/ Central
Government undertaking/ organizations equivalent to "AA" class of
Rajasthan, are also eligible after giving prescribed earnest money.
Earnest money : Rs. 992680.00, tender document fee Rs. 5000.00 and
RISL Charges Rs. 1000.00.
Notes: Detailed NIT, pre-qualification criteria and tender documents can
be seen in NIT exhibited on website www.dipr.rajasthan.gov.in
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.
Tenders are to be submitted online electronic format on web site
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
SAVE WATER - SAVE LIFE
NIB code: PHE1920 A 1167
UBN code PHE 1920 WSOBO2132
Sd/-
(PL Verma)
Additional Chief Enginer,

DIPR/C/5234/2019 PHED, Region, Ajmer.
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DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
When friends fall
out, you're always
the one who seems
to get upset. Your

planetary influences are

becoming kinder and
something will happen to
restore your faith in human
nature. You'll be experiencing
social changes soon, and

you may be surprised to

be proved wrongon a

major matter.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
It may be some
weeks before you are
able to make total
sense of a partner’s
behaviour. In the meantime,
you are quite justified in
pushing ahead with your own
plans. But, and this is a very big
butindeed, never promote your
personal interests at someone
else’s expense.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
So much of what
has been going on
has been hidden
from view, so it’s
hardly surprising that you're
not fully in command of the
situation. But be prepared for a
friend to blurt out the truth.
And, when they do, be sure to
have your story ready. And
keep smiling.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Quiet contemplation
and solitude are
advisableifatall
possible, all the more

so because you need time to put

recent events into perspective.

Try not to take on too many new

commitments, otherwise

you'll soon find that something

hastogive.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
If possible, put
professional crises
on hold and take
advantage of
opportunities to improve your
domestic situation and family
relationships. Excellent
prospects will come your
way if a move of home or
domestic improvements are
planned. Try not to be
overwhelmed by too much
information, though.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
You were born under
a sensitive sign, and
you'll be mightily
relieved to hear that
the planets are about to cease
hassling you and your friends.
Expect your responsibilities at
work to multiply daily, and
avoid over-committing yourself
until you're clear aboutall
the options.

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
The Moon’s helpful
influence will assist
you in your efforts
to get arelationship
back on the rails. You must take
the initiative. If you're still
feeling stressed at the
weekend, it could be because
you are not allowing yourself
to let up. Relax whenever
you can.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
There’s still a great
deal onyour plate
and recent family
changes are settling

down. Don’t be too unkind

if a partner seems to have

completely missed the

point. After all, it’s not

long ago that you were

also guilty of a

misunderstanding.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 23)
There’s definitely
something
bothering you at the
moment, you're just

not sure whatitis. There’s an air

of mystery, and skeletons which
have been in the cupboard for
too long are threatening to
come out. And, when they

do, you will have to improvise -

and fast.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)
Routine chores are
piling up and need
to be tackled
without delay. This

is a process you must be aware

of if you are to make the most
of your many talents and avoid
being distracted by trivia.

Professional challenges are

looming, but you'll soon

be able to break free with

one bound.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- Feb.19)
Listen to people
whoareina
position to help you,
especially to advise

you on certain decisions which

will have to be taken quite

soon. In fact, it’s clear that a

family member has been

partly responsible for your
present, peculiar predicament.

Maybe they can show you the

way out.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
After recent
difficulties and
delays you may not
have yet woken up to
the fact that you're closer to
achieving a major ambition
than seemed likely a short
while ago. News which you
have been longing for will arrive
before long, so please hang on
in there.
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SNAP SHOTS

Couture

Controversy

SABYASACHI MUKHERJEE (pictured),
the go-to designer for Bollywood
stars and their weddings, has again
landed in a soup for a controversial
post on his Instagram page. Starting
with a quote from Charles Dickens’
Great Expectations “The agony is ex-
quisite, is it not? A broken heart. You
think you will die. But you just keep
living. Day after day, after terrible
day”, the post continued with him
calling out women who overdress.
“If you see a woman ‘overdressed’,
caked with makeup, armoured with
jewellery, itis most likely that she is
wounded... The post drew the ire of
netizens with people calling out the
irony of the situation — where a de-
signer who has made his fortune by
selling overdecked ensembles espe-
cially for women, and has also a
makeup line with a very well-known
global cosmetic brand to his name —
was calling women wounded for
dressing up. The designer has now is-
sued an apology, on his Instagram
page, where he clarified that the real
“essence of the post was to ask people
to be aware, empathetic and not
judgemental of people’s choices
which could be a manifestation of
their internal anguish... This is not the
first time that Mukherjee has faced
flak for his comments. Earlier, his post
about the motif of the Banarsi sari,
worn by actor Anushka Sharma for
her wedding, and a statement at a
public forum on women not being
able to drape a sari — “I think, if you
tell me that you do not know how to
wear a sari, | would say shame on
you. It’s a part of your culture, (you)
need stand up forit,” had him at the
receiving end of severe criticism on
the internet.

Wright Design

EIGHT BUILDINGS designed by
renowned American architect and
designer, Frank Lloyd Wright, have
been added to the UNESCO World
Heritage List. The list qualifies archi-
tecture exemplary of natural or
man-made beauty and innovation.
The committee met at UNESCO’s an-
nual conference, held in Azerbaijan
on Sunday, to make the announce-
ment. Wright’'s Solomon R
Guggenheim Museum (pictured) in
New York City, the Hollyhock House
in Los Angeles and the Unity Temple
in Oak Park, Illinois have been in-
cluded in the list among others, and
are the 24th American-site additions
to the list.

The Myths
Revisited

FILMMAKER NITESH TIWARI (pic-
tured) of Dangal fame and Mom di-
rector Ravi Udyawar are all set to co-
direct a multilingual live-action
Ramayana trilogy. The series will be
shotin 3D, made in Hindi, Tamil and
Telugu. Actors from various film in-
dustries are expected to be cast for
the project, which has been a work
in progress for the last three years.
A 100 exquisite paintings depicting
scenes from the Ramayana, created
by artists from across the country,
were reviewed to serve as inspira-
tion for the costumes, setting and ac-
tion of the film. Producers Madhu
Mantena, Allu Aravind and Namit
Malhotra are targetting a 2021 re-
lease for Part 1, hoping to release the
remaining parts without much ado.

Shayamaprasad (centre, below) at work; a still from Oru Nyayarazcha (A Sunday)

Beyond the Boundaries

Malayalam filmmaker Shyamaprasad, whose recent film was screened in
Delhi, explores the limits of love, lust and fragility of relationships

RAJKRISHNANMENON

ORU NYAYARAZCHA (A Sunday) is about the
ambiguous nature and fragility of relation-
ships.Itdoesn’t have a happy ending... Butit’s
notbleakeither. Infact, it does not have a con-
clusion as such. It’s about individual choices
and realisations. It is that inconclusive-ness,
the confusion, of the human mind that I
wanted to convey,” says filmmaker
Shyamaprasad, whose latest work, a
Malayalam film titled Oru Nyayarazcha, fol-
lows two women who find themselves in a
complex swirl of marriage, love, lust and fa-
milial bonds. As the protagonists explore the
boundaries of love along with the menin their
lives — husbands and lovers — they have dif-
ficultdecisions to make. “Our lives are getting
affected by a kind of social conditioning. That
confusion is relevant in this story,” he says.

The film is the story of Suja and Sujatha,
who belong to upper middle-class familiesin
Kerala. “Yet through cracks in the comfort-
able monotony of their lives, loneliness seeps
in, time hangs heavy. As they struggle to play
out theirroles, the craving for something new
starts. The jagged edges of that craving begin
to soften as they find love, or some version of
it, with strangers who enter their lives,”
Shyamaprasad writes in the film’s synopsis.

Oru Nyayarazcha was the closing film at a
Malayalam film festival, organised by Kerala
State Chalachitra Academy at Delhi’s India
International Centre from July 3-6. Earlier this
year, in February, it was adjudged as the sec-
ond-best film at the Kerala State Film Awards.
Shyamaprasad won the best director award,
the newest addition to his long list of acco-
lades. “It’s nice to get (awards) but it’s okay
evenif one does not. It’s because there are so
many beautiful movies that have not received
any awards. And there are worthless films
which have won alot of them. Awards are not
a yardstick, but it’s nice to be appreciated,”
says Shyamaprasad.

The July 6 show of Oru Nyayarazchain Delhi
was its first public screening. Asked if more

It’s nice to get (awards) but
it’s okay even if one does not.
It’s because there are so many
beautiful movies that have not
received any awards. And
there are worthless films
which have won alot of them

SHYAMAPRASAD

people would get to watch it, the director,
who hasalso composed its background score,
says that the film will probably find its way to
a digital platform soon. “We are working on
it,” says the director, whose writing process
originates at the point of screenwriting.
“Screenwriting is basically preparation for the
film that you are going to do. But I'm not
someone who will deliver literary works,”
he says.

Most of Shyamaprasad’s work, intense and
brimming with a wave of emotions, has re-
sulted in stories about people,and the human
condition. His first film, Kallu Kondoru Pennu
(1998),looked at how a nurse working in the
Gulf, who puts her family above all else,

The Little Big Boy

lain Armitage, better-known as ‘Young
Sheldon’, on being a successful actor at 10

SHANAYAD’SA

TEN-YEAR-OLD Actor lain Armitage’s use
of the phrase “whenlwaslittle” is as over-
whelming as his list of interests coupled
with his exponential success in CBS’s pop-
ular show, Young Sheldon. Heis the winner
of the Teen Choice Award for Breakout TV
Star in 2018, and is arguably one of the
most successful 10-year-olds today.
Whenmost of his friends were on the
playground, Armitage would spend his
time reviewing plays and upload themon
YouTube. “All theatre appealstome,” says
Armitage (pictured)in a phone conversa-
tion from Australia.
Armitage was cast as Ziggy
Chapman in the award-win-
ning drama mystery, Big Little
Lies, at seven, and soon
landed therole of Sheldonin
the comic prequel spin off of
The Big Bang Theory, Young
Sheldon. Today, he flaunts an
Instagram page featur-
ing Oprah Winfrey
and Hellen Mirren
for his celebrity selfie
collection from the
Tony  Awards,
which he attended
asareporter.
Playing therole
of Sheldon in a
show set two
decades before he
was born was chal-
lenging but
Armitage’s perform-
ance has found much
appreciation. When
asked about the upcom-
ing third season of the
show, he explains, “A lot of

devices are from the '80s.I've seen many
strange things and wondered how do
they tie in with the show,” he says.

Armitage is also working for Big Little
Lies and finds it hard switching between
being Ziggy and Sheldon. “They are both
very difficult and different characters,” he
says. However, Jim Parsons, who plays
Sheldon Cooper in The Big Bang Theory,
and is also the executive producer and
narrator for Young Sheldon, playsabigrole
in helping Armitage figure out the char-
acter. “He helped me with my character
and accent,” he says.

Armitage says that having a career
at seven has resulted in missing out on
various childhood experiences. “I'm
from Virginia and I know that place

very well, and have a lot of friends

there, but I guess [ would've gone

toregular school, and had a differ-

ent, more pronounced experi-

ence,” says Armitage, who loves

doing magic and theatre. “ also like

doing Taekwondo, and I love fash-

ion. I love being fancy and dress-

ing up,” says Armitage, who

recently got to work along-

side Meryl Streep.

Armitage recollects anin-

cident where the two

were on the sets of Big

Little Lies. “I wanted to

play the piano and my

mom wasn't sure if it

was a good idea. Then,

Miss Meryl came and

told me she wanted to see

me play. She’s amazing.” he

says. His biggest influence

comes from within the family

from his mother and director

Lee Armitage, who “gives me

acting tips” and father (actor
Euan Morton).

painfully learns that their relationship with
her comes with several expectations and
conditions. There has also been Ritu (2009)
about three youngsters and how their
friendship changes over time. It has acquired
the status of a cult film that heralded a
change in Malayalam cinema. His
previous film, Hey Jude (2018), is a charm-
ing romantic comedy revolving around a
quirky couple.

The filmmaker has worked with leading
actors such as Mammootty, Suresh Gopi,
Rajit Kapur, Fahadh Faasil, Prithviraj,
Shobhana, and Nivin Pauly among others.
In Oru Nyayarazcha, however, he opted for
new faces — actors Sally Kannan, Megha
Thomas, Sateesh Kumar and Murali Chand.
“I don’t decide on projects as platforms for
any actor. If a story can engage an actor in
it,good,” he says. Hisnextisanadaptation
of Anees Salim’s 2017 novel, The Small-Town
Sea, which focuses on the bond between a
boy and his terminally ill father and how
the son deals with the latter’s death. He has
previously made Agnisakshi(1999) adapted
from Lalithambika Antharjanam’s novel,
Akale, (2004) which is based on Tennessee
Williams's play The Glass Menagerie, and The
Artist (2013) based on Paritosh Uttam’s
Dreams in Prussian Blue.
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FROM THE FINAL FRONTIER

In a first, the world of Alaska and its natives will be
showcased through Molly Of Denali, an animated series
which features the first ever Alaskan protagonist. The
series, which focuses on the adventures of a 10-year-old
Athabascan girl, will premiere next week on PBS.

Who Owns the
Antiquities?

The sale of King Tutankhamun'’s 3,000-year-old
statue restarts debate on whether ancient
artefacts belong to their country of origin

VANDANAKALRA

AROUND 11 INCHES tall and carved from
brown quartzite, when the 3,000-year-old
bust of Egyptian god Amen — sculpted with
features of the pharaoh Tutankhamun —
was sold by Christie’s for £ 4.7 million on
July 4, it turned several heads. The sale fol-
lowed weeks of to and fro between activists
and the Egyptian government and the auc-
tion house, to which they pleaded to can-
cel the sale of the relic. The government
cited that it was probably stolen from an
Egyptian temple during the '70s. Christie’s,
however, went ahead with the sale, issuing
details of the provenance, tracing it back to
the collection of German aristocrat Prinz
Wilhelm von Thurn in the ’'60s. It was
bought from him by Vienna-based gallerist
Josef Messinain 1973 or 1974, reads the de-
tail of the lot. The auction house stated that
the relic had never been the subject of an
investigation and that it would not have
been sold if there were legitimate concerns.
The National Committee for Antiquities
Repatriation (Egypt), on Monday, discussed
the legal measures to be taken by the
Egyptian authorities for the same.

This is not the first time Egypt has de-
manded the return of an artefact. Neither is
it likely to be the last. Countries world over,
including India, have been demanding that
artefacts — several of which were looted
during the colonial period — be brought
back to their countries of origin. Requests for
repatriation have been pouring in from
across the world, including Nigeria, Greece,
Thailand, Benin and Ethiopia. India’s request
for the return of the Koh-i-Noor diamond
and the Sultanganj Buddha have been re-
peatedly rejected by Britain. The country of-
ten cites the British Museum Act 1963 which
forbids the British Museum from disposing
off its holdings.

The sale of several articles of historical
significance at auctions, however, makes
matters more complex. For one, the articles
are not owned by publicinstitutions nor are
they usually meant for public display. The
repatriation negotiations would be vastly dif-
ferent when dealing with private collectors.
Moreover, thereisalso a distinction between
when the article was taken out of the coun-
try while it was under foreign rule and those
smuggled out otherwise.

While in 2018 an auction house in the
United Kingdom sold a bronze relic sus-
pected to have been taken from Beijing’s Old
Summer Palace in 1860, despite calls from
China to withdraw its sale, in 2004, Vijay
Mallya famously bought the sword of
Mysore King Tipu Sultan at an auction for Rs
1.5 crore. The whereabouts of the sword
though aren’t known.

More recently, in March, despite several
concerns raised, Berkshire-based Antony
Cribb Ltd auctioneers, who specialise in
arms and armoury related sales, auctioned
items from Tipu Sultan’s armory worth

Rub of the Green

An exhibition celebrates the tree through the

works of 40 artists

VANDANAKALRA

IF VINCENT VAN GOGH painted swirling
brushstrokes to depict leaves of a tree grow-
ing out of a rocky terrain in The Mulberry
Tree, in Gustav Klimt’s Tree of Life, the
twirling branches reach out to the sky. The
central motif in innumerable iconic works,
the tree, has featured in varied shades and
tonalities over centuries. An exhibition at
Delhi’s India International Center brings to-
gether some of these diverse engagements
as40 artists explore it as the central theme.
Befittingly titled ‘Vriksha’, the collection cel-
ebrates the numerous depictions — from
the mythical folk stories that speak of mys-
tical trees to the need to respect nature.
“One of the most historic things is the Tree
of Life. It has remained the same over the
centuries. I thought it would be interesting
to see how we are using it in different medi-

ums,” says curator Uma Nair.

Working on the exhibition for over a
year now, Nair has brought together a col-
lection that represents the modern and the
contemporary. In muted shades, if Arpana
Caur’s 2008 canvas Bones Prayer — Prayer
for Trees, emphasises on the need to main-
tain an ecological balance, with a tree that
shares the canvas with skyscrapers repre-
senting urbanisation, in his collages,
Mukesh addresses the relationship be-
tween technological advancement and na-
ture. Simran Lamba creates a stark land-
scape with tar and oils. Taking forward the
miniature tradition, Arpitha Reddy’s
Kalpavriksha is replete with mythological
elements, with monkeys frolicking on her
gold tree.

Central to the showcase is Jyoti Bhatt’s
‘Kalpavriksha’ series, where the Baroda vet-
eran depicts the divine tree and tales that
speak of it in 10 intaglio prints. “The works

The Tutankhamun bust at the auction
(top); a portrait of Tipu Sultan

£107,000. The highlight was a silver-
mounted 20-bore flintlock gun and bayo-
net that came under the hammer for
£60,000. The lot description read: “Unlike
other Tipu Sultan guns this one exhibits
clear signs of having been badly damaged in
its past... rather than being taken directly
from the rack after the fall of Seringapatam
it appears to have been collected from
the battlefield.”

The Indian High Commission in London
had been reportedly made aware of the sale
by India Pride Project, a group of volunteers
“that tracks and brings back India’s stolen
heritage”. It was instrumental in the repatri-
ation of a 12th century Buddha statue al-
legedly stolen from Nalanda in Bihar nearly
60 years last year, and the 11th century
Chola statue of a dancing Shiva that was
brought back to India from Australiain 2014.
“Indian art is in various museums and we
have to study their documents and prove-
nances carefully. Itis the same for auctions,”
stated Anuraag Saxena, co-founder of India
Pride Project, in an earlier interview to The
Indian Express.He added, “Our history is be-
ingillegally smuggled out to private collec-
tors and museums across the world and we
want to bring this loot back.”

One of Arpitha Reddy’s works (left);
from Jyoti Bhatt's series ‘Kalpavriksha’

talk about India’s indigenous root and the
fables and folklore that map our very his-
tory,” says Nair.

Best known for his heads in terracotta
and bronze, Jaipur-based Himmat Shah
shares his tree drawings for the exhibition
and Dutch artist Aji VN celebrates nature
through surreal landscapes. In bright
colours, S Paul lends impressionism to his
photographs. On a table are twigs sur-
rounded with Pondicherry-based
Saraswati Renata’s flowers in ceramic and
in Sonia Sareen’s work, a bronze head
grows out of roots.

Inspired by myths, legends and nature,
representing the Gond art tradition are
three of its leading names. Venkat Shyam
presents a bright narrative filled with nu-
merous elements, whereas Japani Shyam
paints her tree in gold with a deer under-
neath, in a rather serene work.
Bhajju Shyam paints his rural scape with
an elephant.

There is Delhi too — in Rupin Thomas’s
photographs of Sundar Nagar. Just back
from the Venice Biennale, Soham Gupta’s
A Dying City photographs a fallen tree in
the dark.

The exhibition at India International
Centerison till July 12
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New order at
Old Trafford?

In case India take a bold punt, Rahul at No.4 and
Agarwal opening might strengthen middle order

EXPRESS ATWORLDCUP

SRIRAM VEERA
MANCHESTER, JULY 8

IT FEELS strange to say that but India’s suc-
cess from hereon in the World Cup could well
come down to the success of KLRahul as an
opener. Sometimes, success creates prob-
lems. If anything can upset the applecart, it's
this. India don’t have a man in the middle for
a semi-crisis. The entire World Cup has been
played in a retro style by most teams.
Preserve wickets, slowly accelerate, and then
try to escalate at the end.

India have a post-modern team filled
with attackers in the middle overs but they
are playing retro style. Rishabh Pant, Dinesh
Karthik and MS Dhoni are there but, thus far,
there has been no explosion. It begs the ques-
tion that wouldn’t a batsman (a specialist of
sorts) be better placed at No.4? Around
whom the attackers can play their natural
game and it would also make Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli breathe easy
without fretting as if the
world’s burden is on their
shoulders.

That man could be (have
been) Rahul. Like Australia
have Steve Smith and New
Zealand Kane Williamson. In
particular, Australia’s template
is a lot closer to India’s as the

still have David Warner and

Aaron Finch in great form (like

Sharma and Kohli) and require Smith to drop
anchor, if needed, or carry on the good work
of the openers.

In a semi-crisis, it feels almost as if there
is no crisis when Smith walks out to bat. But
ina similar position, India have Pant and with
the sinking feeling that it's Karthik to follow.
Both too early in the piece and not having the
solidity in their game to soak up the pressure
and drop anchor and guide the team
through. They can(they are pretty good play-
ers, of course) but that goes against their nat-
ural game and skill sets. They might pull it
off butit’s not a sustainable investment. One
can’'t bank on them. A hint of brittleness does
come through.

Ifabowleris in the midst of a good spell -
say, Lockie Ferguson, the fastest New Zealand
bowler who returns for this game after rest-
ing the previous one against England - and
has taken out the top-order batsmen, Pant or
Karthik don’t give the assurance they can
tackle a quality spell, especially if the day
proves to be cloudy (rain is expected in
Manchester on match day). If the top order
falls, the current middle order can too. That's
why India was desperate to blood in a rela-
tive novice in Vijay Shankar at that spot ini-
tially — not because they didn’t know he was
inexperienced but they thought he had the
more solid game among the alternatives to
tackle suchsituations. That it didn’t prove that
way is a different matter altogether.

Pant and Karthik can be very good once
those ahead of him have given a great start.
Once the set-upis provided. Butif they are the
ones to head the repair and revival job, it can
be bit of a worry. Even in the IPL, Karthik has
earned the reputation of a batsman whois at
home in the last five overs. Pant was much bet-
ter, of course, and that's why he plays in Tests
but in the here and now, he seems to be one
spot above what is ideal for him.

Thereis an alternative and it should have

Agarwal has two 50s
Kiwis depend too much on opening the batting
Williamson. Not Australia; they in Test cricket.

been tried out in the game against Sri Lanka.
Mayank Agarwal at the top and Rahul at no.
4. Agarwal doesn’t even have to make a fifty
or a hundred, all he needs is to be there for
10 overs - his job is done. It means Sharma
and Kohli can bat with the knowledge that
an in-form and well-equipped batsman in
Rahul is to follow them. Imagine the relief.
In case, there is a run fest from the top three,
they can even get Hardik Pandya ahead of
Rahul. With Pant to follow. So that base is also
covered. Also, with Ravindra Jadeja (surely,
he is set to play along with Yuzvendra
Chahal) there, the lower orderisn’t too weak
- but again, they all will look that much bet-
ter with some solidity at No. 4.

Just imagine how good this team (and
also how no other team has been exception-
ally strong) is that despite the absence of
Shikhar Dhawan, its has almost sailed
through to the semifinals. Some awesome
performances have unfurled for this to hap-
pen: Five hundreds from Sharma in a tour-
nament - just to put that in perspective, here
is a jaw-dropping stat. Only one other bats-
man in the 142 years of Test cricket has
scored five hundreds in one series. Clyde
Walcott of West Indies in a series against
Australia in 1955 had five tons. And now

Sharma has replicated the in-
sane feat.

Jasprit Bumrah hasn’teven
taken that many wickets with
the new ball but has been ab-
solutely brilliant, at the top of
his game, and pulled off tight
games - like he did against
Afghanistan in the chase. A
team could be 285 for 5, say, in

the 44th over - with any other
team, they can expect a flood of
runs - but now they have to fac-
tor in Bumrah’s three overs and
settle for something more mundane — don’t
give wickets to him, let’s try scoring off the
others. Which other Indian has had that ef-
fect? Never ever before. Teams used to do
that with Wasim Akram and Waqar Younis in
their pomp; it feels almost surreal to see an
Indian having that kind of effect.

Mohammed Shami (he has to replace
Bhuvneshwar Kumar) has been sensational
with the new ball, already bowled the (new)
ball of the tournament and Shai Hope might
still be watching YouTube videos to see what
he could have done to stop that delivery from
clattering into the stumps. And don’t forget
Pandya. For all the mocking he gets, his bowl-
ing has been spot on this World Cup and abig
factorin India managing to play five bowlers.

And they could still cruise their way
through but one can’t escape that nagging
feeling about their batting. But only Imran
Khan as skipper would have had the vision,
stature and guts to make changes now and
get in Agarwal at the top and push Rahul to
the middle. It’s such a difficult move now -
Rahul has hita hundred, Pant has been more
than serviceable in the middle, Dhoni can
now bat without the pressure of expectations.

Though it would take a brave man to
make those changes for the fear of it backfir-
ing and the subsequent backlash that would
erupt, consider this scenario - what if
Agarwal gets out for 13 runs after playing five
overs? It's still a better situation then Rahul
getting out for the same, and Indians fretting
about whether their current middle order
can pull them out of a mess. There is no cer-
tainty anyway but in the battle of probabili-
ties, Rahul at 4 looks a better punt.

But that is unlikely to happen. And so, it
also makes the semifinal rather interesting
for Trent Boult, Ferguson and Co. It would be
suchanirony that No. 4, a problem thatIndia
has faced for the last two years but have been
unable to solve, comes back to bite them.
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FIRST SEMIFINAL AT MANCHESTER
INDIA VS NEW ZEALAND

On Star Sports network: From 3 pm onwards

MS Dhoni in a meditative pose on the eve of the semifinal against New Zealand in Manchester. Reuters

EXPLAINED

What if it rains today
at Manchester

IFTHERE'S no result in a semifinal or
final on the designated day, the
match will be carried forward to the
Reserve Day and start where it has
been suspended the previous day.
According to the International Cricket
Council, the umpires will make every
effort to complete the match on the
scheduled match day by using the
available extra time (120 minutes for
the semifinals and final), reducing
the number of overs down to the
minimum of 20 overs per team
needed to achieve a result.

If no result is achieved on the
scheduled match day, play will con-
tinue on the Reserve Day, using the
same start time and hours of play as
the scheduled match day. It will be a
continuation not a restart, and the
overs remaining at the end of the
previous day will be bowled. Hence,
any advantage earned on the sched-
uled day will be carried over to the
reserve day.

A tied match will use a Super Over
to determine the winner.

If even after the scheduled day
and reserve day, there is still no result,
the higher-placed team from the
league stage will progress to the final.

If that is the case in the final, the
trophy will be shared.

We have to play with
freedom; Williamson

Manchester: New Zealand captain Kane
Williamson encouraged his frontline bats-
men to play with freedom in Tuesday's semi-
finals against India to overcome their strug-
gle for rhythm in the Cricket World Cup.

“We were certainly expecting that it
would be tough. But what we didn't quite ex-
pect coming into the tournament was the
large variety of conditions that we faced,”
Williamson told a news conference at Old
Trafford.

“That definitely made perhaps batting
with any rhythm a real challenge for every-
body, so being able to adapt with the bat and
just trying to contribute...is certainly the most
important thing,. It's just a great occasion to
be a part of. I know the guys are really excited
by the opportunity to go out and try and try
and play with that freedom that when we do
gives us the best chance.”

Williamson denied New Zealand were too
reliant on him to give their bowlers a decent,
defendable total. REUTERS

Dhoni gives you space to make decisions: Kohli

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MANCHESTER, JULY 8

A "MENTOR without being assertive” was
how Virat Kohli Monday described
Mahendra Singh Dhoni, whose seamless
transition from a two-time World Cup win-
ning skipper to just another player in the
team earned him "sky-high respect" from
his successor.

Playing in his last World Cup, Dhoni has
been a mentor to all the current players in-
cluding the skipper himself, and all of them
are fiercely loyal towards the former skip-
per. “From the respect point of view for MS,
it's always going to be sky high, especially in
my eyes, because [ know how difficult it can
be to make a transition from captaining
also,” Kohli's reply to a question on the for-
mer skipper was filled with admiration.

“It's not easy to be another player in the
side after captaining it for decades and
therein lies Dhoni's greatness. Being a men-
tor but without being assertive, which the
team acknowledges.”

Virat Kohli called MS Dhoni a mentor
who is not assertive. AP

The batting mainstay took over the Test
reins from Dhoni in December 2014 and the
limited overs captaincy in January 2017.
“You know, within the same team, just play-
ing as a player after being captain for so
many years and still not being too assertive

“You know, within the same team,
just playing as a player after being
captain for so many years and still
not being too assertive or too
pushy in anything. He gives you
space to make your own decisions
and to actually discover yourself,
so | think that's been his biggest
quality.”

VIRAT KOHLI
ON DHONI

or too pushy in anything. He gives you space
to make your own decisions and to actually
discover yourself, so I think that's been his
biggest quality,” Kohli said.

Getting Dhoni's inputs is pure gold and
aprivilege that he has enjoyed as a skipper,
according to Kohli. At the same time, I go
ask him anything, he's there giving me ad-
vice and he's never shying away from that.
So yeah, he's been outstanding and I'm de-
lighted that I have been able to play for so
many years alongside him.”

Thereis a sense of gratitude in him as well
as the likes of Rohit Sharma, all of whom
Dhoni had backed to the hilt as skipper de-
spite initial failures. “The respect will always
be there because of the opportunities that
he gave us and the faith that he showed in us
and the way he's handled the whole team in
transition over so many years. And now we
are the ones who are taking Indian cricket
forward," the eloquent skipper said.

Dhoni's international retirement has
been a hotly debated topic but Kohli felt that
the focus should be more on “MS the per-
sonality”.

“We understand the importance of that
process (of transition). So I'm glad you asked
about MS, the personality, because a lot has
been in focus otherwise,” the skipper said.

The respect that the current Indian team
has earned is because of how Dhoni built it,
said the skipper. “When a person has done
so much for the team you have to appreci-
ate and acknowledge how he's handled and
taken the respect for Indian cricket so high
all over the world. We are all very grateful
for what he's done for Indian cricket.”

Where to bowl to Williamson, and why: Back of length, width, cutters, left-arm spin

Kane Williamson has accounted for as much as 32 % of runs New Zealand have accumulated in this Cup, so much so that their fortunes have almost solely hinged on his form. His fundamentals schooled in classical tenets, he could be a
game-altering force once he entrenches himself at the wicket. But as invulnerable as he has seemed, he's not beyond flaws and faults, which the razor-sharp Indian bowling could look to probe, analyses SANDIP G

BACK OF LENGTH BALL WITH WIDTH:
It's Jasprit Bumrah's default trajectory. Some
balls tend to kick up. Some others skid
through. Both could potentially trouble
Williamson. The New Zealand skipper has
a penchant for dabbing such deliveries with
an open face through backward point.
While he's exceptionally clinical with this
stroke, a staple in limited-over games, he
sometimes tends to play away from the
body, especially early in his innings. He
shuffles across but his feet remain static,
and he ends up stabbing at the ball.

Williamson also has a tendency to
cramp himself by the shuffle — denying
himself room to play the cut. A bit of away
movement could pose further trouble, as
his hands go fishing at the ball. Mostly, he
gets caught behind or ends up lobbing the
ball to backward point.

He has also managed to bottom-edge
and hack such balls, often when they keep
low, onto his stumps.

It's a ploy India has deployed against

Williamson with a fairamount of success in
the past. Both Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Mohammed Shami had nailed him while
trying to play the aforementioned stroke in
the series in New Zealand earlier this year.
Bumrah is a deadlier exponent of this
method, with his ability to make the ball leap
off alength as well as make it scuttle inwards
at knee height.

So this line can effectively threaten both
edges. But the margin for erroris minuscule.
Anything marginally fuller or shorter,
Williamson gets into supreme positions to
summon a range of glorious strokes.

LENGTH BALL OUTSIDE OFF-STUMP,
DIPPING: Williamson is an exceptional
player of spin bowling, but sometimes fails
to gauge the dip of the ball, committing too
early into the stroke. It's puzzling because
he's someone who generally has a lot of
time to play his shots. In the Pakistan game,
he failed to decode Shadab Khan's dip and
ended up lunging at a length ball from the

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

crease. The ball floated invitingly for him to
launch a cover-drive. But it stopped, dipped
and spun away, inducing a faint edge to the
'keeper. Alarmingly enough, Shadab isn't
quite masterly with the polished aspects of
spin bowling. Kuldeep Yadav clearly is and
could hypnotise batsmen with his drift and
dip. And he deceived Williamson in a sim-
ilar fashion in Napier at the start of the year
when he made the acclaimed batsman
reach out for a ball and miscue it.

Identical was how he consumed himin
Mumbai in 2017. So has, even more spec-
tacularly, Yuzvendra Chahal. This was hom-
ing in on middle stump and Williamson

stepped out to smother the spin, only for
the ball to land a few centimetres away from
where he anticipated it would. That he has
a problem getting to the pitch of the ball was
further highlighted by Mehidy Hasan Miraz
in the Bangladesh game.

LEFT-ARM KRYPTONITE: Until recently,
opposition skippers used to pack aleft-arm
spinner just to nullify Williamson's threat.
Pragyan Ojha has devoured him three times
inarow—and five times overall in four Tests.
And he has had his struggles against
Rangana Herath, Zulfiqur Babar, Sulieman
Benn and Yuvraj Singh. Often, they used to

Length ball outside off-stump, dipping: Williamson is an
exceptional player of spin bowling, but sometimes he fails to
gauge the dip of the ball, often committing too early into the
stroke. It's puzzling because he's someone who generally has alot
of time in playing his shots. In the Pakistan game, he failed to

encourage him into playing the cut shot,
which he does uninhibitedly, before push-
ing one faster, back-of-length-ish and closer
to the stumps. The ball looks cuttable, but
is not. These days, he has curbed this im-
pulse, until the delivery is where he wants
it, but Ravindra Jadeja, if he plays, wouldn't
mind testing his abstinence levels.

SLOWER BALLS, CUTTERS: A few timesin
this World Cup, Williamson hasn't exuded
utter control in dealing with slower balls, es-
pecially the cutter variants, on the drive.
Often, he makes late adjustments to avert
the danger, like checking the drive, taking
the bottom hand off the handle, or opening
the bat face, and there have been instances
when he has evaded the fielder's grasp by
inches.

All of Bumrah, Bhuvneshwar and Hardik
Pandya are skilled at disguising their slower
ones, besides slipping in an assortment of
cutters. Their expertise could be lethal if the
surface slows up.
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£600 aircraft banner can’t be grounded, police say ‘their right’

SRIRAMVEERA
MANCHESTER,JULY 8

WHAT DOES it take to fly an aircraft over the
Headingley cricket ground in Leeds, with a
banner trailing in the sky? £600 and, of course,
amessage to share with the world. In the last
two World Cup games at the Yorkshire county
ground, political message against India and
Pakistan have whizzed over the ground. From
‘End mob lynching in India’, “Justice for
Kashmir” to “Justice for Balochistan”, slogans
have caught the attention of not just the fans
at the venue but also the BCCl and the ICC.
However, the Indian board’s written com-
plaint to the ICC is unlikely to stop the flying
placards, regardless of their content. A
spokesman for PrivateFly,a company that rents
out private jets, told The Indian Express that
“technically and legally you can charter a pri-
vate aircraft and fly over regions that are not no-
fly zones.” Leeds doesn’t have any restrictions
on the path of aircraft. Further clearing the
clouds was Chief Superintendent Steve Cotter,
Leeds District commander, who,in a statement

BCCI’s written complaint to the ICC is unlikely to stop the flying
placards, regardless of their content. A spokesman for PrivateFly, a
company that rents out private jets, told The Indian Express that
“technically and legally you can charter a private aircraft and fly
over regions that are not no-fly zones.” Leeds doesn’t have any

restrictions on the path of aircraft.

by West Yorkshire Police, confirmed they did-
n’t have the power to stop aerial messaging.

“In our democratic society, people have
the legal right to protest, and a balance al-
ways needs to be struck between that right
and the rights and freedoms of others to go
about their lawful business. We had no prior
knowledge of the initial flyovers on either
occasion but when they were brought to our
attention, we assessed the content of the
messages being free speech that did not con-
stitute any criminal offence.”

He further stated: “We also liaised with air
traffic control who confirmed that the flights
were legitimate and in keeping with their reg-

ulations for this controlled airspace. As such,
no assurances were given by us to the
International Cricket Council that any further
flights would be prevented, nor would we
have any legal basis for doing so.” Interestingly,
along with the political messages were a cou-
ple of less-talked about banners over Leeds
during the India-Sri Lanka game on Sunday -
‘Would you marry me Tamaira?’ and ‘Love
cricket, Love Mumtaz, Leeds'.

While there is noword on whether Tamaira
has agreed to Sam, we know this: Asad, the
owner of Mumtaz, a Pakistani restaurant, is em-
barrassed aboutitall. “Zulm ho gaya bhai. Hum
sharminda hai. (It was wrong. We are embar-

rassed.) Please tell the world that we didn’t
have anything to do with those political mes-
sages and any anti-India messages. Some
people are confusing and thinking since our
banner went that day, we are also behind the
other stuff. We are not.”

Mohammed Shami, didn’t play that game
but must have smiled on seeing the restaurant’s
message. Around that time, they had used a pic-
ture of Shami standing outside the restaurant
with a text scribbled ‘Hoping to have
Mohammed Shami and the rest of the Indian
cricket team at Mumtaz Leeds after today’s
match!!” The restaurant not only offers regular
dining but also caters to
“Mehendi/wedding/business functions” and a
private function room that seats 80 people.

Asad says a friend from Bradford had done
it for them that day. They have also flown over
the cricket ground before. “Leeds cricket ground
isanotano-fly zone.So,we candoit.Itcan’tbe
done over Lord’s and some other cricket
grounds. So, it’s not illegal to fly over the ground
atLeeds,” hesays. “Iwishmy friend hadn’tdone
itthatday after those planes had already flown
over but what to do now.”

I WORLD CUP ¢ 10 COUNTRIES ¢ 1000 OPINIONS

His Blaster’s Voice

Imagine the Rumble in the Bumble if Messrs Dibbly Dobbly Wibbly Wobbly (with combined ODI count of 465 matches) took exception
to being called dibbly-dobbly-wibbly-wobbly by David Lloyd of 8 ODI-fame. In Indian cricket though, the proverbial cookie (or
khakhara) crumbled when Mr 74 ODIs said he didn’t much like Mr 152 ODIs as a ‘bits-and-pieces’ player. But there was more to TV
commentary at the World Cup than this Twitter storm in the Earl Grey tea-cup. The Indian Express caught snatches of some.

VVS not your
run-of the-Miller fan

VVS Laxmanis usually at his polite best
in the booth, championing the harmless (if
a little boring) brand of commentary. But
perhaps it was the more relaxed setting of
the ‘Dugout’, where former players often
overlook the action unfolding in favour of
mutual platitudes and anecdotes, which
led to Laxman essentially discrediting
David Miller’s prowess with the bat. With
South Africa reeling at 89 for 5 after the
Bumrah-Chahal onslaught in India’s first
match of the tournament, former Kiwi all-
rounder Scott Styris asked Windies great
Brian Lara and Laxman to predict where
the Proteas would finish; the former wrote
230, the latter 165.

Styris tried to sway Laxman'’s predic-
tion by pointing out that Miller was at the
crease, when the Indian ruled out a Miller
special. “Idon’t think David Miller is going
to do anything much,” said Laxman,
prompting a cackle from Styris, who
made a save with “Come on, he’s a tal-
ented batsman.” Pat came the reply:
“Trust me, I have seen enough of David
Miller.” “Wow. Guess we won’t be seeing
David Miller at Sunrisers next year,”
summed up Styris, alluding to Laxman’s
role of ‘mentor’ with the IPL franchise. For
academic purposes, Miller scored a 40-
ball 31, pushing South Africa to 227, three
shy of Lara’s uncanny prediction.

The Gangooglies: Jefra,
Joffrey.Jofra

Shekhar Dhawan. Kedar Yadav.
Ocean Thomas. No, these aren’t player
names from an unsanctioned cricket
video game, changed just enough to
avoid any copyright issues. The modi-
fied names are Sourav Ganguly’s biggest
contribution to the meme lexicon, all
coined during the World Cup.

But Ganguly’s worst was reserved for
Jofra Archer, as the England pacer received
a double-whammy of Jefra and Joffrey.
After one such transgression, former
England player Graeme Fowler tweeted:
“I love how Ganguly calls Jofra, Joffrey
Archer. Don’t think Jofra has been found
guilty of perjury and perverting the course
of justice like Jeffrey Archer.” Others have
deduced Ganguly to be a huge Game of
Thrones, especially Joffrey Baratheon, fan.
To his credit, Ganguly made notes and
started correcting himself on air. “Kedar
Yadav... Jadhav, to be precise.” No. Jadhav,
to be correct, Saurabh.

Wee bit greatest lan Smith

“Just a wee bit.” A typical Kiwi phrase,
which emphasises the understated tone of
almost everything about that country. And
nobody says it better than Ian David
Stockley Smith.

In an era when hyperbole and cheer-
leading pass off as commentary, the for-
mer New Zealand wicketkeeper stands a
class apart. Solid in build, he is also a giant
of the commentary world, even though he
doesn’t venture too much out of his home
country. He has the uncanny knack of con-
veying the mood of the match, without
hardly ever raising his decibel level. And
one can never accuse him of talking up
New Zealand without justification, even
though he played with distinction for them
for more than a decade.

And his insight is not restricted to
cricket. Kevin Pietersen, for one, can’t have
enough of the genial Kiwi.

“lan Smith isa WONDERFUL commen-
tator! Both cricket & rugby...,”

“lan Smith on commentary - LEGEND!
... he has tweeted on separate occasions.

In this World Cup, Smith’s insights have
been on view not just during New
Zealand’s matches, but on other fixtures

GANGULY 6 TB
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The modified names are Sourav Ganguly’s biggest contribution to the meme lexicon, all coined during the World Cup. p11

too, such as Saturday’s classic Australia-
South Africa clash. And he will, no doubt,
be on air for the India-New Zealand semi-
final on Tuesday. However, one can be sure
he will know when to let the pictures
speak for themselves.

And he has fans in the commentary box
itself. On Saturday, as he passed on the mic
to Michael Slater and Mark Nicholas, say-
ing viewers could look forward to some
“high-quality commentary,” the latter’s
first words on taking over were: “But the
greatest one just left the building.”

oo
A Little Birdie pecks WC clean

It has been a “clean” World Cup so far,
declared Curtly Ambrose on BBC Test
Match Special (TMS). The ECB has taken
cricket out of terrestrial TV. But thankfully
radio has been spared, allowing the TMS
to remain an integral part of the English
summer.

As the group phase of the World Cup
concluded, BBC cricket correspondent and
TMS presenter Jonathan Agnew - he was
a former England fast bowler who played
three Tests and as many ODIs - asked
Ambrose, the ‘Little Bird’ from West Indies,
about the tournament being played in
good spirit and no sledging.

“Ihaven’t seen anything other than the
really good spirit between the players and
the teams, and [ haven’t seen sort of; there
have been no hotspots and fallouts, which
is good news,” Agnew said. “Certainly it's
good news, because in the heat of battle,
things can be said. But it has been a clean
World Cup so far. There has been no sledg-
ing, noill feeling, no bad temper; anything
like that. So, it’s quite nice to see. But you
know it’s a good World Cup. Competitive...
Some very, very good, close games, but

nothing out of the ordinary. That’s good,”
Ambrose replied. “I wonder why?” Agnew
sounded a little amused.

Discussion then moved to pitches. “Are
we happy with the ways the pitches are
being?” Agnew asked. Ambrose gave the
nod. “I think generally there have been
good cricket pitches in my opinion. Many
of us including myself came here thinking
that it’s going to be a high-scoring World
Cup. Because the way ODlIs are going in re-
cent times; it’s tailor-made for batsmen.
SoI'm quite happy to see the batsmen have
to work much harder to score runs and
there’s a little bit for the bowlers.”

Five words epitomise the TMS on BBC
Radio 5 live sports extra - as good as it gets.
This is the medium that once thrived on
the oratory and commentary skills of the
likes of John Arlott and Brian Johnston. It is
where comparisons are made between
Pakistan medium pacer Hasan Ali and ex-
England left-arm spinner Norman Gifford,
and also between “the kangaroos in the
crowd and elephant in the room”.

The TMS induces fans to paraphrase
Freddie Mercury: Radio, a lot of them still
love you.

Not quite blown by Gayle

When the camera panned, quite ran-
domly, on Chris Gayle, the commentary
box took the hint. And it happened at the
opportune moment, for Michael Holding
and Nasser Hussain, two of the game’s
greatest conversationalists had charge of
the microphone. The day was June 27, and
India was playing the West Indies - a day
after Gayle used the pre-match press con-
ference to reverse his decision to retire
from international cricket. Surely, praises
were in order for the ‘Universe Boss,’ but

for the ‘Whispering Death,” Gayle was
jumping the gun.

“It was a long time back, but 1 did play
some (ODI) matches,” he said during com-
mentary. “And if | remember correctly, it’s
the selectors who pick the squad. Not re-
ally Chris Gayle.”

Hussain, took the cue, and was ready
with an episode he recalled of the leg-
endary Geoff Hurst taking for granted
his spot on the England national football
team.

“Hurst told the coach Alf Ramsey, Tl
see you at the next match,” and Ramsey
said ‘if selected Geoff, if selected,” Hussain
recited. “Imagine, the World Cup winner
who scored a hat-trick in the final wasn’t
sure of a spot in the team.”

A day later, legendary West Indies
bowler Ambrose expressed his anger over
Gayle wanting to play a final Test. “Gayle
hasn’t played a Test match in five years.
What kind of message are you sending to
youngsters? Bringing him back for one
Test, I think, is a step backward,” Ambrose
was quoted. In another West Indies match,
Gayle dived to stop the ball while fielding.
And then he rose with both arms in the air,
soaking in the applause. Again, there was-
n’t much coming from the commentary
box. “For any other fielder, that’s an aver-
age stop,” Hussain said. “For Gayle, that
needed the extra effort, and the applause.”

This was the ‘curse of the commenta-
tor’ of a different kind.

Because it’s Dada’s b’day.

There’s never a dull moment when
former India skipper Sourav Ganguly is
in the vicinity, or in the commentary box.
As was the case during India’s warm up
game against Bangladesh in Cardiff. The

47-year-old left-hander reunited with his
former manager and “dear friend” John
Wright. Ganguly welcomed the New
Zealander, who coached the national
team from 2000 to ‘05, and the first ques-
tion Wright threw at him was: “Who is
in charge here?” Ganguly, known for his
wit, tried to play it cool and said: “It was
always you, wasn’t it? When [ was cap-
tain, John Wright was making all the de-
cisions and I followed like an obedient
student.” “My memory must have failed
then because I think you were in charge
and I used to just potter around in the
background,” came back Wright. Wright
1-Ganguly 0.

House (of) Cricket (Wasim is
Coming)

Former Pakistan captain Wasim
Akram has had his share of faux pas dur-
ing his stints in the ongoing World Cup.
During the Pakistan vs West Indies match
at Trent Bridge, he accidentally referred
to West Indies all-rounder Andre Russell
as Russel Arnold.

lan Ward, his co-commentator, tried to
salvage the situation with his cheeky in-
tervention: “You mean Andre Russell
right? The other Russel is a former Sri
Lankan batsman.” Funnily enough, Akram
remained oblivious to the slip-up and con-
tinued with his rant. This was not a one-
off instance though. During a pre-match
show for the Pakistan vs Bangladesh World
Cup match, Akram came on air in his true
inimitable style to deliver: “Welcome to
Lord’s, the House of Cricket.” Despite these
howlers, Akram was well at home behind
the mic, enthralling audiences with his
candour. ENS

A plane tows a banner carrying a politcal message during India’s World Cup
league match against Sri Lanka at Headingley. AP

(Gibson wants
to complete
unfinished

business with
South Africa

REUTERS
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OTTIS GIBSON wants to stay on as South
Africa coach despite a disappointing World
Cup and with his contract coming to an end.

“The Twenty20 World Cup is around the
corner and I feel like I have unfinished busi-
ness with the Proteas, but we will see how
conversations unfold over the next couple of
weeks,” said Gibson on Monday as the team
returned from England.

They were eliminated from the compe-
tition after a terrible start having won three
of their nine matches. The contract of the
50-year-old former West Indies test all-
rounder ends in September but Gibson said
he had already had talks earlier this year
about a renewal.

“That I have done enough to secure my
jobwill come out in the next couple of weeks,
but if you look at the World Cup in isolation
then you will think perhaps I haven’t done
enough to keep my job," he told a news con-
ference. “But if you look at what we have
achieved over the last 18 months, thenitisa
different picture. I guess it will come down
to interpretation from the hierarchy.

“InJanuaryIhad a conversation with Cricket
South Africa around staying on, so we will see
whether that conversation still holds true.”

Injuries galore

Gibson, who became South Africa coach
in August 2017, blamed injury for South
Africa’s mediocre showing.

“First game we lost Hashim Amla as a
batsman, the second game we lost Lungi
Ngidi as a bowler and that kept on putting
pressure on squad. “In the first and middle
part of the tournament, we did not recover
from the early injury setbacks but in the last
week of the tournament we were playing the
kind of cricket that we wanted to play.

“Ultimately we haven’t done like we ex-
pected.” South Africa beat Australia by 10
runs in their last game at Old Trafford on
Saturday. Gibson has also been linked with
the England job after Trevor Bayliss said he
would leave following the Ashes in
September but told reporters on Monday: “I
have never had any conversations around
that. I guess at a time like this you will be
linked with every job.”

The T20 World Cup will be held in
Australia starting in October next year.

Next up for South Africa is a tour to India
in September with three T20 internationals,
three tests and three one-day internationals
followed by visits from England and Australia
in the southern hemisphere summer.

B’desh part ways with Rhodes

Bangladesh have parted ways with head
coach Steve Rhodes after their eighth-placed
finish at the World Cup, ESPNcricinfo reported
on Monday. Former England wicketkeeper
Rhodes took charge of the team in June 2018
on a two-year contract that was set to end af-
ter next year’s Twenty20 World Cup.

“The board had a review following the
Pakistan match (Bangladesh’s last game at
the World Cup) in a meeting in London,”
ESPNcricinfo quoted Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) Chief Executive Nizamuddin
Chowdhury as saying.

“It was decided that the BCB and Steve
Rhodes will not continue on their agreement.
The separation was by mutual consent. The
BCB has notyet decided onanew coach for the
Sri Lanka series, which is their next assign-
ment.” Bangladesh are scheduled to play three
one-day internationals in Sri Lanka this month.

Ottis Gibson wants to stay as SA coach.
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Nadal leads charge of the old
brigade into Wimbledon QFs

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
LONDON, JULY 8

RAFAEL NADAL reached the
Wimbledon quarter-finals for the
seventh time on Monday as the
evergreen 30-somethings of
men’s tennis threatened to take a
stranglehold at the All England
Club. Third seed Nadal, the 2008
and 2010 champion, swept to an
easy 6-2, 6-2, 6-2 win over out-
classed Joao Sousa of Portugal.
He will next play either Sam
Querrey or Tennys Sandgren in
whatwill be his 39th appearance
inaGrand Slam quarter-final. The
33-year-old Spaniard is chasing
his 19th title at the majors, which
would put him just one behind
the all-time record of 20 held by
Roger Federer — his potential op-
ponent in the semi-finals. “It was
a good, solid match. It’s true that
the serve probably didn’t work as
good as twodays ago,” said Nadal,
who had been equally ruthless in
the third round against Jo-Wilfried
Tsonga when he lost just seven
games. “Alot of positive things out
there. To be backin the quarter-fi-
nals is great news for me.
“Happy to be where I am and
the body is holding well, playing
some good tennis — and straight
setshelps.” Alsojoining Nadalinthe
last-eight was his compatriot
RobertoBautista Agut whoreached
his first Wimbledon quarter-final
and second at the majors this year
when he defeated France’s Benoit
Paire 6-3,7-5,6-2.The 31-year-old
world number 22 will face either
2016 runner-up Milos Raonic of
CanadaorArgentina's Guido Pella
fora place in the semi-finals.

Federer in 4th round

Bautista Agut, whohasnowde-
feated Paire seven times in seven
meetings,alsomade the quarter-fi-

Rafa Nadal is chasing his
19th title at the majors.

nals at the Australian Open in
January. With Nadal and Bautista
Agutsafely through, the Wimbledon
quarter-finals were turning into an
old boys' club. Later Monday;, eight-
time winner Roger Federer, 37,and
world number one and defending
champion Novak Djokovic, 33, can
alsomake the last eight.

Should Sam Querrey,
Fernando Verdasco and Mikhail
Kukushkin also win, then seven
of the eight quarter-finalists on
Wednesday will all be aged over
30. For the first time, Monday’s
last-16 line-up featured more
players over 30 thanunder for the
first time in the modern era.

Federer, the second seed,
tackles Italy’s world number 20
Matteo Berrettiniin what will be
the Swiss great's record 17th

fourth round appearance at the
All England Club.

Novak eases

Defending champion Novak
Djokovic reached his 11th
Wimbledon quarter-final on
Monday and 45th at the majors
with a 6-3, 6-2, 6-3 win over
France’s Ugo Humbert. Four-
time champion and top seed
Djokovic will face Belgium's
David Goffin for a place in the
semi-finals. Djokovic, 32, has a
5-1 career record over 21st seed
Goffin who will be playing in his
first Wimbledon quarter-final.

Humbert, the world number
66, had never played a matchon
grass before this season.

Gauff’s run ends

Coco Gauff's dream
Wimbledon run came to an
abrupt end on Monday when
the consistency of seventh seed
and former world number one
Simona Halep proved a step too
far for the 15-year-old American,
who went down 6-3 6-3. After
stunning Venus Williams then
saving two match points en
route to beating Polona Hercog
last week, Gauff was suddenly
the hottest ticket in town but
she was always going to find it
tough against Halep, last year's
French Open champion and the
first top-10 opponent she had
ever faced.

Bidding to become the
youngest Wimbledon quarter-fi-
nalist since fellow-15-year-old
Jennifer Capriati in 1991, Gauff
was by no means overawed,
keeping the crowd entertained
with some crashing backhands
and athleticrecoveries, but there
were also far too many simple er-
rors that the American was never
going to get away with at this
stage of the tournament.

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
RIODE JANEIRO, JULY 8

TEN-MAN BRAZIL held on to win
the Copa America on home soil
despite Gabriel Jesus’s dismissal
witha3-1 victory over Peru. Jesus
scored the decisive goal after a
penalty from Peru captain Paolo
Guerrero cancelled out Everton’s
opener for hosts Brazil at Rio de
Janeiro’s Maracana stadium.

A last minute penalty from
substitute Richarlison sealed a
win for Brazil which handed the
South American giants their ninth
Copa triumph and first since 2007.
Jesus’s evening went sour 20 min-
utes from time as he was sent off
for a second booking.

The Manchester City striker
was in tears as he left the field,
making obscene hand gestures,
angrily kicking a water bottle and
almost knocking over the VAR
booth. Brazil's players rallied after
the dismissal, however, to claima
battling victory.

“It’'s really special because we
built something together,” en-
thused captain Dani Alves.
Earlier, after a minute’s silence
was held for bossa nova legend
Joao Gilberto - who died on
Saturday - underdogs Peru made
a confident start and didn’t ap-
pear overawed by either their op-
ponents or the occasion.

But it quickly became appar-
ent that they were up against
more accomplished players.

“It was a game in which they
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Brazil end continental drought

10-man team holds on to beat Peru 3-1 for first Copa title in 12 years; Jesus sent off 20 minutes from time

The victorious Brazil team after their Copa America final triumph against Peru. AP

took advantage of our mistakes
and turned them all into goals,”
said Peru’s Edison Flores.

Peru coach Ricardo Garecahad
said on Saturday they needed to
prevent Brazil from dominating
possession, but that was easier
said than done.

Individual brilliance
Brazil started to stroke the ball

around commandingly, and as

they did that, they looked danger-

Vol LXXXVII No. 205 Regd.No. DL-21046/03-05

R.N.I. No.506/57. Printed and Published by R.C. Malhotra on behalf of The Indian Express (P) Limited and Printed at The Indian Express (P) Limited Press, A-8, Sector-7, Noida - 201301 and Published at The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Editorial office:
The Indian Express (P) Limited, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Phone: 0120-6651500. Advertising office: The Indian Express (P) Limited, B1/B, Sector - 10, Noida - 201301. Phone: 0120-6651291. Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goenka, Chief Editor: Raj Kamal Jha, Editor: Unni
Rajen Shanker, Editor (Delhi): Rakesh Sinha ** **Responsible for selection of News under the PRB Act. Copyright: The Indian Express (P) Limited. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any manner, electronic or otherwise, in whole or in part, without prior written permission is prohibited. The Indian Express®

ous. Their opening goal came from
a piece of individual brilliance by
Jesus, whose drag back fooled two
defenders, creating space for him
to cross for the unmarked Everton
to drill home at the back post on
the quarter hour. Brazil were in
control and playing like champi-
ons elect as Roberto Firmino
found space on the left and
crossed for Philippe Coutinho to
stab wide.

Left-winger Everton was

clever with his movement in
dragging the athletic right-back
Luis Advincula out of positionand
Brazil’s left-back Alex Sandro
found acres of space to putin a
deep cross that Firmino headed
over. Just as it looked as if Brazil
would stroll to victory, Peru went
on the attack and a Christian
Cueva cross hit the arm of a slid-
ing Thiago Silva, giving Peru a
penalty that was confirmed after
a VAR review.

Guerrero sent goalkeeper
Alisson the wrong way from 12
yards and Peruwere backinit just
before half time.

But they paid for their lack of
guile and experience with almost
the last kick of the half as Arthur
was allowed to drive at the de-
fence from midfield following a
slip from Renato Tapia that left
him space to attack.

Centre-back Carlos Zambano
also slipped, allowing Arthur to
feed Jesusin the middle of the area
and the Manchester City striker
made no mistake, finding the bot-
tom corner.

Brazil had a few speculative
shots at the start of the second half
but Silva, Dani Alves and Coutinho
all failed to hit the target. After
some wing trickery from Everton,
Alex Sandro crossed but Firmino
headed wide.

Brazil were in complete con-
trol at this stage as Peru could
hardly string two passes together.
But the dynamic changed 20
minutes from time as Jesus was
given his marching orders for a
second yellow card after a late
challenge on Cueva. The onus
was now on Peru to attack and
Miguel Trauco brought a near
post save out of Alisson while
Edison Flores fizzed a volley from
outside the area just wide.

But amidst a flurry of substi-
tutions, fouls and injury stop-
pages, the steam went out of
Peru’s efforts and they were un-
able to exert any sustained pres-
sure on the hosts.



