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Needed: A 370
typejobon
theeconomy

he pattern is
truly extraordi-
nary. All highly

successful Indian
prime ministers — the
two-term ones that is
— have got their poli-
tics absolutely right
and their economics
absolutely wrong.

A Mr Modi is no

# £ exception, as his vari-
MARGINAL UTILITY

ous aggressive political
TCA SRINIVASA RAGHAVAN

initiatives show. The
ruthless reduction of
J&K to a Union
Territory is the latest in

along line of such initiatives.

The pattern was set by Jawaharlal Nehru. He was, in
every way, a fantastic man who, even though his govern-
ment didn’t have enough money to think big, always
thought bigger than big and deeper than deep. But, alas,
he completely messed up India’s economy by insisting on
an autarkic, capital-intensive investment model.

His daughter Indira Gandhi was exactly the same. She
was a brilliant political leader and for a brief while made us
all very proud. But like her daddy, she messed up the econo-
my with her emphasis on public ownership of industrial and
financial resources. If Nehru had created the problem of
wrong allocation of resources, Indira Gandhi worsened it.

P V Narasimha Rao tried to fix the allocation problem
but only half-heartedly. He therefore fell between two stools
and was not re-elected for a second term.

Then there was Manmohan Singh who also served two
terms. But he failed to fix the Nehru-Indira allocation prob-
lem in which an increasing proportion of national resources
always gets misallocated.

In 2014 along came Narendra Modi. Everyone thought he
would direct resources where they would be used most effi-
ciently. But he carried on with the Nehru-Indira policies and
has disappointed everyone. He has, however, avoided the
Narasimha Rao trap. He was handsomely re-elected in 2019.

The real structural problem

So in economic terms, India has remained completely
unchanged since 1957. It therefore continues to waste
national savings, which have always been inadequate.

Economists know this and love to talk about economic
structures. However, each economist has his own interpre-
tation of the term and there is no consensus on what con-
stitutes a structural problem.

Being economists, they also deliberately miss the point
that the real structural problem is not economic but polit-
ical. This is because both the Constitution and the electoral
system emphasise equity over efficiency.

This has resulted in every 10-year period of good growth
being followed by a decade-and-a-half of wasting the fruits
of that growth on distribution. This, if you ask me, is the
real structural problem, not some intellectually attractive
but practically useless economic hypothesis. Our political
system acts as a major drag on the economy.

We are well and truly stuck. Or, to use Gunnar Myrdal’s
famous 1967 description, India is a soft state. Later, Lee
Kuan Yew said the same thing about India.

What Modi mustdo

So what can Mr Modi do within these constitutional and
political constraints? Indeed, can he do anything at all?

The technical solutions provided by economics are well
known. But as all prime ministers have known, they are
the least of their problems because the real opposition is
political, and the most difficult ones of these are posed by
members of the ruling party.

Nehru faced it and had to force the pace because his
party was snapping at his heels. Indira Gandhi too was
under attack by her party colleagues and changed the DOS
of the Indian economy.

The same thing happened to Narasimha Rao and to
Manmohan Singh. Both would have liked to make a clean
break from the Nehru-Indira model but it was the Congress
party that prevented it. It seems likely that Mr Modi faces
a similar problem — if not from the BJP, certainly from
the RSS.

After all, as we all know, it is always more difficult to
convince your friends when they have old-fashioned views.

What I would suggest therefore is an economic chintan
shivir where a genuine attempt is made by the government
to educate its supporters. This shivir should pass a resolu-
tion that reverses the Congress party’s Avadi resolution of
1955. It must hand the baton back to the private sector.

Or, if I may, Mr Modi must pull off the economic equiv-
alent of his Article 370 coup. No one thought it was possible.
But Mr Modi showed that it was.

This is what he must now do with the economy — move
the government out of the way in the same spirit as he
moved Article 370 out of Kashmir’s way.
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Making the mostof what youhave

There is much to learn from Bharat Ratna Pranab Mukherjee

PLAIN POLITIC

ADITI PHADNIS

day before the United Progressive

Alliance (UPA) was to be sworn in. This
was the first major tryst of the Congress party
with coalition politics at Delhi. As television
channels were going wild speculating about
who was going to get what portfolio, Pranab
Mukherjee was sitting quietly in his small
study in his Talkatora Road residence, going
through various reports on the functioning
of the Union home ministry; a few party sen-
iors had confidently told him that he would
be India’s Union home minister in a few

I twas hot, that evening of May 22,2004, a

hours. Kashmir had seen a terror attack and
some news channels — confident that they
were interviewing the next home minister —
even aired some comments from Mukherjee
on the attack.

Late in the evening, as those channels
flashed the portfolios of the new ministers in
Manmohan Singh’s council, against
Mukherjee’s name the legend said: Defence
Minister. There was an air of disbelief at
Talkatora Road. His close aides, under the mis-
taken impression that the Ministry of Defence
was a portfolio a notch lower than the Ministry
of Home, were both shocked and indignant.

But what did the man himself do? He took
10to15seconds to digest the new situation. Went
to the toilet. Came back and ordered his assis-
tant: “Connect me to the defence secretary.”

Pranab Mukherjee, then the most experi-
enced minister in the UPA, knew that slippery
patches abound in the corridors of power —
and you must take what you get, there is no
time to ponder over unfulfilled possibilities.

That trait has paid off. He might have failed
to become the Prime Minister of India. But he
did become the President. And now he is a
Bharat Ratna.

What would Pranab Mukherjee have told
the Congress party to do on Article 370? It’s

LUNCH WITH BS » CHANNA DASWATTE | ARCHITECT

Averting urban apocalypse

Daswatte tells Rahul Jacob that itis time to radically
rethink zoning laws and heighten protection for
water bodies to save our cities

Sri Lankan architect Geoffrey Bawa’s

country home in Lunuganga, Channa
Daswatte, who worked closely with Bawa,
makes references to Bawa’s affection for
Indian design. He draws our attention to a wall
hanging by Riten Mazumdar that looks like a
Raza painting in its dramatic black and white
and red design. Nearby are cushion covers that
were designed for Bawa’s home by the wife of
the late Charles Correa, Monika Correa. The
exhibition, part of a celebration of the centen-
nial of Bawa’s birth that started last month
(www.bawal100.com) threw a pointillist’s spot-
light on Bawa’s furniture and lamps, a little
known aspect of Bawa’s talent for creating a
tropical modernism in private and public
architecture that ranges from some of the most
elegant hotels in Asia to Sri Lanka’s parliament
to a Buddhist temple that seems like a
Japanese scroll on a lake in Colombo.

Soon we are crowded around what looks
as if it were a sleek leather chair imported from
Italy. It is in fact, Bawa’s take on the Roorkee
chair, used in the British Raj. There is another
Mazumdar masterpiece on Bawa’s bed, which
has the word ‘Ram’ written repeatedly in
Devanagari script as if it were a geometric pat-
tern. If Fabindia were to recreate it, it would
be a runaway best-seller.

When I meet Daswatte a few days later at a
client’s home that he designed in Bengaluru,
it is almost as if we have been transported by
a machine that freezes time and space. In a
modern bungalow that seems a country estate
even in Hebbal, the throttled bottleneck on
the way to Bengaluru airport, Daswatte picks
up where he left off. The tiles on the terraces
of the home are from Athangudi in Tamil
Nadu, made by the master craftsmen whose
work adorns many a Chettinad mansion. But
the tiles’ design, which marries Italy with
southern India, is by the Sri Lankan artist Laki
Senanayake. Daswatte suggested these to the
owner of the house, Bimal Desai, one of the
country’s largest beedi producers now better
known as a leading proponent of mini urban
forests in Bengaluru and public interest peti-
tioner to protect the city’s Cubbon Park. “We
have taken something traditional like the
Athangudi tile and made it contemporary,”
says Daswatte. I sit under a large line drawing
by Senanayake that is so vivid that I feel as I
should lean forward to avoid brushing against
the tree’s branches, but the subject that hangs

L eading a large group through the late

over our conversation is the savaging of sub-
continental cities by real estate moguls and
brutalist public works department babus who
show little respect for the local climate or
the need for the conservation of water bod-
ies and trees.

Daswatte’s work as a founder of the

architectural firm MICD Associates brings .“é-"i

him to India often as he completes work

for the Taj group in Sikkim, a restoration
project in Odisha, but the return to the
Desais’ home makes him recall that he trav-

elled as a young architect to the city with Bawa
25 years ago to look at the restoration of a fort
at the request of Bimal Poddar. “What a beau-
tiful city it was,” he exclaims, as he describes
driving down roads lined with tamarind and
mango trees. Today, the structure has literally
been cut in half to make way for a highway.

Daswatte is a pragmatist who quickly
points out that the city is still ‘very green’ and
‘very civilised.” Unprompted, he moves the
discussion instead to real estate development
without regard to the need to preserve wet-
lands — the subject of an exhibition in
Bengaluru earlier this month — that lead to
recurrent floods as extreme weather events
come bunched together in ever shorter cycles.
In Colombo, he says, it took three floods before
the government addressed the issue head-on.
At a parliamentary inquiry a few years ago,
Daswatte was grilled, not least because some
committee rooms had been flooded and
“chairs were floating in two-and a half feet of
water”. Daswatte replied that the plans for Sri
Lanka’s parliament, which Bawa designed,
had recommended the dredging of land to
allow for water to be diverted during mon-
soonal downpours. In an echo of Krupa Ge’s
harrowing book on the Chennai floods, Rivers
Remember, he says that “water doesn’t recog-
nise boundaries”. It is also time for a funda-
mental rethink on zoning: “The zoning laws
lead to a huge sprawl of the city.”

Daswatte recounts how, even in suburban
and rural Sri Lanka, the profusion of individ-
ual tubewells has led to water stress. This is a
recurrent theme in India, where a Mint feature
last Saturday put Bengaluru first on the list of
cities likely to run out of groundwater, perhaps
as early as next year. A Sri Lankan minister
has called for rural housing to be more densely
clustered to make delivering and conserving
water and constructing sewage facilities easier.
Daswatte exclaims in horror at reports of

an easy question to answer. And it has nothing
to do with his visit to the Nagpur headquarters
of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).
He would have told the Congress to quit shilly-
shallying and support the government in the
larger national cause. Much in the way he dealt
with a group of Trinamool Congress MPs that
came to meet him in 2009.

The UPA government was conducting mas-
sive campaigns against Left Wing Extremists
(LWE) in the Junglemahal areas of Bengal.
Obviously this was hurting the Trinamool
Congress government that was supporting the
UPA at the time. Mamata Banerjee sent a del-
egation of MPs to meet Mukherjee to persuade
him to talk to P Chidambaram who was home
minister, and stop these campaigns. The del-
egation was led by MP Kabir Suman, Bengal’s
answer to Bob Dylan and a vocal supporter of
democratic rights.

The group made its pitch to Mukherjee.
“Dada, you have to tell the home minister to
put an end to this state terror. This is just unac-
ceptable”, said Suman, ill-advisedly, as he
wrapped up the delegation’s collective view.

Mukherjee looked up and the light glinted
off his glasses. “Chharpoka!” (bedbugs), he
said softly. “Peeshe peeshe marbo” (we will
crush them underfoot, one at a time) he

“water trains” transporting water from villages
to Chennai.

We are interrupted from this vision of
urban collapse by lunch. Veena Desai comes
out with a plate of delicate Gujarati kacchoris
in her hand. Before us is a south Indian veg-
etable kurma, green beans and a
Mangalorean fish curry in coconut milk sent
over from her mother’s home. The family are
eating inside to leave us to the interview but
we are joined by the family’s adopted stray
dogs, whose molten, pedigreed eyes glow like
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hissed and resumed his work. The delegation
left and Suman never went back to meet
Mukherjee again.

Of course, there is much about Mukherjee
that makes him an attractive mascot for the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). But this world
view — that India is indivisible, there are no
nationalities or self determination issues in
this country and those who question the state
must be crushed — is what brings Modi close
to Mukherjee. Ironically, Mukherjee himself
derives this from Indira Gandhi.

The man who has been bestowed the
Bharat Ratna turned down all mercy petitions
during his tenure as President. In 2016 he
summoned the finance minister over the
insurance Ordinance, which the NDA gov-
ernment was chasing as its first big-ticket
reform move. He discussed fine print of the
Land Acquisition Bill with the government a
few months later. When the government sent
the contentious enemy property Ordinance
(as the bill on the issue was stuck in a parlia-
mentary committee) Mukherjee summoned
his team of legal experts and asked the gov-
ernment for a clarification. It was all done
with complete cordiality. Home Minister
Rajnath Singh visited him almost every week
and sat with him virtually the entire day
when he lost his wife.

Mukherijee is not getting the Bharat Ratna
because he sold out. He’s getting it because
he made the most of the opportunities he got,
without compromising his convictions.
There’s a lesson in that, somewhere.

jewels as the food moves from the serving
bowls to our plates.
Task him why so little public and private
architecture in India’s cities is rooted
in the tropics, by contrast to many
Sri Lankan hotels and homes. It
is a question he was asked a fort-
night earlier at an Architectural
Digest talk in New Delhi. With an
impish grin, Daswatte reports that
he “blamed it on Nehru, which is
fashionable to do these days”. Then
he turns serious and observes that
India’s modernism was a conscious
break with the colonial past. “We had
a more gentle path to independence.
We had the privilege of not having the
burden of over-population.” Instead of a
focus on public spaces such as Le
Corbusier’s Chandigarh or New Delhi's
Pragati Maidan, he observes that in Sri Lanka,
modernism came via homes, iconically
designed by Minnette de Silva. She placed a
premium, as Bawa and his successors would
do, on ensuring that buildings had ample air-
flow and did not require air-conditioning. This
was combined with a spare aesthetic that cel-

architect? Daswatte reframes my crude lis-
ticle-styled question and makes the case
that Bawa, who died in 2003, could be
Asia’s most influential. Avoiding com-
parisons of Bawa vs Correa (the two
were close friends) or Bawa vs the
Japanese, he makes the point
that everyone from the often
insular Japanese to archi-
tects in Southeast Asia and
south India lay claim to

Bawa. Daswatte recounts

that when he was asked to

talk about Bawa in Tokyo
some years ago, he called
someone he knew in the city
because he was sure the event
would be poorly attended. The hall
was packed.

On my way out, Desai shows me his densely
packed Japanese tree-planting technique that
he is recreating near one of the city’s railway
stations. A taxi then takes me to a shopping
district at the centre of the city. The brutalist
metro station looks like a factory grafted onto
a carpark and flipped over. Water-tankers
prowl the streets like rogue elephants, with
their trunkS stuck on the back. The posh opti-
cian’s toilet I duck into ran out of water hours
earlier. It is a reminder that urban apocalypse
in India is nearer than we think.

\ ebrated local craft.
'V \ Can Bawa be described as Asia’s best

Scaling new heights, literally!

Nos R
PEOPLE LIKE THEM

GEETANJALI KRISHNA

he first time I met Monika, the 15-

I year-old from Hutup, a village in
Jharkhand, she was defying soci-

etal norms by playing and coaching soc-
cer and paying her way through school.
She had told me she wanted to design
clothes for small town girls like herself
— fashion that would be acceptable in
their conservative society and yet be styl-
ish enough to enable them to feel confi-
dent when confronting city girls. Some
time ago, when a Muslim girl in her team
wasn’t allowed to play by her family
because it meant wearing shorts,
Monika’s innate fashion sense came to
the rescue. She asked her to wear leggings

under her shorts. Her ideas were fresh
and her confidence inspiring. I remem-
ber thinking this feisty teen from a tiny,
unheard of village would someday scale
great heights. I didn’t realise how literally
this would come true.

Last month, Monika, now in class 12
and still a soccer player and coach, was
selected to be part of an all-female sci-
entific wilderness expedition, Girls on
Ice Cascades, in Washington, USA.
Sponsored by BookASmile Foundation
and mentored by the good folk of Yuwa,
the award-winning NGO from
Jharkhand, which uses football to
empower girls to overcome violence and
choose their own futures, Monika spent
two weeks on Mount Baker, an active vol-
cano, learning about glacial ecology and
glacier travel skills.

“In my village, girls hardly ever came
out and played, let alone follow their
dreams,” Monika told me after she
returned from the expedition. “I wanted
to set an example for young girls, espe-
cially the ones in Little Sunrise, the team
Icoach.” Initially, it wasn’t easy. Monika
had neither walked on snow before nor
was she used to wearing heavy trekking
boots. “Moreover, the other girls in my
team were much better dressed while all
I had were my soccer jerseys,” she

recounted. Once again, Monika realised
that her childhood dream of using fash-
ion as a confidence-building tool for girls
like her had a lot of scope. “But since the
beginning, everyone there was so nice
to me that I soon felt at ease with them.”
For Monika, the expedition was a
transformational experience. “My self-
confidence received a huge boost when
I completed the expedition,” she says.
Her other teammates had much more
experience of trekking on snowy terrain.
“They were very fit too,” she said, adding
with satisfaction, “but I was as fit as
them.” After spending two weeks with
her teammates, all from different states
in the US, Monika found that as girls,
they too faced all manner of challenges.
“Breaking stereotypes, rising above gen-
der biases and living one’s dreams is dif-
ficult for girls no matter where they live
— if they can do it, so can we.” she told
me. “Now that I'm back in Hutup, these
are the stories I tell to the players I coach.”
Monika still wants to be a soccer
coach and fashion designer for rural
girls. But now she also wants to inspire
other girls in her village to spread their
wings and explore the world. “I want to
tell them my story,” she said. “Maybe it
will give them hope that any dream is
achievable for a girl from Jharkhand.”

A historical wrong

PEOPLE LIKE US

KISHORE SINGH

y grandparents never discussed
M matters political at home

though they must have grap-
pled with contrarian views seguing
between the personal and the profession-
al. When he retired in 1939 as an honorary
officer from the British Indian Army — a
rare distinction at the time for Indian sol-
diers — my paternal grandfather sailed
to London to receive his Order of British
India and the title of Sardar Bahadur
accompanied by a pension payable over
three generations. That annuity may have
dwindled to a minuscule value in foreign
exchange but still commands respect in
the clan. Around the same time my
maternal grandfather, who was serving

in the Ganga Risalla, a royal camel corps,
was commandeered for action in the
Second World War, and held as a PoW in
Italy. Photographs from the period show
him with a full beard over an already
receding hairline, tall and strapping in
the manner of a native warrior.

Though they retired from service three
decades apart, both returned to their
ancestral homes, fiercely loyal to the idea
of home and country. I kick myself now
for not having the wisdom then to ask how
they reconciled to the idea of serving the
imperial army while seeking liberation
from it. How was one form of loyalty
replaceable with another? With the blood
of fierce combatants in their veins, how
could they serve the very master from
whom they demanded discharge? Both
led by example, the one stoic and hardy,
the other via discipline channeled
through horse riding, shikar and sartorial
preferences. Our generation was taught
to use gun — I chickened out — or cutlery
with equal felicity.

How did they view Independence, the
collapse of the princely order and the rise
of a self-serving political class? How did
their view of nationhood align with its
reality? One was too austere — and fierce
—toever let his views be known. The oth-
er too gentle and mentoring to bring a
negative discourse to the table. Were they

happy with the way their children’s lives
shaped? Or disappointed by the shallow
ambitions of their grandchildren?

My own father, I would like to believe,
reflected their aspirations for the forth-
coming generation. My father and I did
match our wits over matters political,
often from opposite ends of the pole. I
thought him liberal but inflexible; he
considered me unorthodox but histori-
cally illiberal. “Same-same,” my children
said. “Stop fighting.” We never did.

He too served the army and was post-
ed in J&K, but not in the valley. I toured
Srinagar with him (also Ladakh and
Jammu). He viewed Kashmir as a betray-
al, a sign of India’s weakness. The cost of
lives in Kashmir agonised him. Let it be
known, civilian lives mattered, but sol-
diers’ lives mattered more to him. So,
what would he have made of the abroga-
tion of Article 370 by sleight of hand?
Would he have commended the move?
Or been dismayed by what felt like a polit-
ical rather than a statesmanlike maneu-
ver? My inability to arrive at a conclusion
indicates that though I knew him well,
perhaps, after all, I did not know him well
enough. A historical wrong may have
been righted by a party flexing its muscle
power, but the way it was undertaken
would, I believe, have saddened my father
as much as his forebears.
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WEEKEND RUMINATIONS

TN NINAN

Fixing the demand slump

n the midst of a demand slump, the like of which the economy has not seen

for some time, there will be many experts offering reasons and solutions. This

is a modest contribution to the debate. Indian consumers are up to their neck

in debt (refer “Borrowed money” in Ruminations, May 25). EMIs (equated
monthly instalments on loans) have been taking an ever-larger share of take-home
pay because a steadily larger share of consumption has beenfuelled by borrowed
money. Making matters worse, many people are paying EMIs on loans taken for lakhs
of houses or flats lying incomplete for years.

Second, consider the effects of lower inflation. Pay hikes get smallet, so the eas-
ing of the EMI burden that used to happen over time is now absent. Also, because
interest rates too have come down, people are pushed to save more for their sen-
ior years, and spend less now. Third is the negative wealth effect. Real-estate
prices have dropped by 25 per cent and more. Stock market indices too are lower
than they were a year ago, and many mutual funds have given poor if not negative
returns. When people feel poorer, they spend less.

Fourth, the employment structure has changed because there are fewer women in
the workforce. Whatever the mix of reasons (women studying for longer, gentrification,
lack of safety during the commute, and a shortage of work available), there are now few-
erworking adults in the typical family. This must affect family incomes. Fifth is the pos-
sible impact of people living longer. The population in the 60+ age group is growing at
about twice the overall population growth rate (more than 35 per cent in a decade). This
must raise health costs for families as they take care of the elderly. Consider the sharp
increase (154 per cent over four yearsto2017-18) in household debt for reasons other than
housing, vehicles, consumer durables, and education. Some of this might be for marriages
and other social occasions, but some would certainly be to cover medical bills.

Sixth is the point that Rathin Roy made on this page yesterday, that much of
the demand for goods and services is confined to a thin upper crust. Not as thin as
he says, because the consuming cohort is 30-35 per cent of the total population. As
an indicator, the 2011 Census showed that 21 per cent of the 246 million households
owned a powered two-wheeler. That percentage would be appreciably higher
today, as about 6 per cent of households — 17 million in 2017-18 — have been buy-
ing two-wheelers every year. Only some of that would be replacement demand. Still,
Dr Roy is right that the spending cohort is not growing fast enough. One reason
would be that the growth of labour-intensive manufacturing (which has the capac-
ity to deliver a living wage rather than just a minimum wage) has not been able to
create alarger spending category at the lower-middle class level. The gig economy,
typically with lower productivity and therefore incomes, is no substitute.

Finally, there is the transition in agriculture. Farmers now produce more than
domestic markets can absorb. In the absence of exports as a sufficiently large
spillover outlet, the changing domestic demand-supply balance has created price
pressures that limit farm incomes despite higher production (which comes with
higher costs and more variable prices, and therefore greater uncertainty). Again, if
labour-intensive manufacturing had succeeded, and pulled people into factories
from farms, there would have been fewer farm mouths to feed.

It boils down to the changes needed to facilitate wage-intensive manufactur-
ing (including labour law reform, a competitively-priced rupee, efficient infra-
structure, supply-chain development, etc). The government has an agenda on
some of this, but — to take one example — it is not enough to reduce multiple labour
laws into four codes. Mere compilation/number reduction without a change in the
content of the codes will make no difference. Under pressure to revive the econo-
my, the government might look for quick fixes. That's understandable, but no one
should labour under any illusions. Without structural change, sustainable eco-
nomic growth will continue to trend downward.

Pakistan gets a
Modi yorker

Until now, it was Pakistan that always set the pace on Kashmir.
Modi has turned the tables by scrapping Article 370 and Pakistan is

struggling for a response

t the risk of drawing the charge of schaden-
A freude, let me note some delight at the

amount of time, attention and emotion I saw
the Pakistani National Assembly spend over intri-
cacies of the Indian Constitution last week.

This meltdown over the Indian decisions on
Articles 370 and 35-A were striking for a bunch of rea-
sons, and cheap partisan thrill isn’t one of them. It
was, first of all, the incredible irony for a nation,
where a ruler is often known by the constitution he
junks or writes, showing such concern for India’s.

The high point for me, of course,
was Imran Khan himself accusing
India of violating the Simla
Agreement. I track Pakistan poli- . B
tics like it was India’s “internal L \
affair” and have no recollection of ¥ ===/ 1"
aruler there swearing by what they
often describe in their political
rhetoric as an outdated and irrele-
vant piece of paper.

Even better, it came within days
of the fast-bowling genius — never
mind the bottle cap — himself say-
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NATIONAL INTEREST

the pace. It invariably made the first move. With
sending the pillaging and raping raiders in 1947 to the
regulars in mufti as (Op Gibraltar,) and then tanks into
Kashmir (Op Grand Slam) in August-September 1965.
Pakistan made all the first moves on Kashmir until
the Simla Agreement 1972.

Seventeen years of peace followed, but Pakistan
was preparing, and not for permanent peace. It
was developing its nuclear deterrent, and then,
fortuitously, helping the US-led coalition win the
Cold War against the Soviets in Afghanistan.
Nukes were ready by 1989, coin-
ciding with the Soviet defeat. One
jihad won, to the west, a nuclear-
armed Pakistani establishment
was now ready to launch another
to its east.

And then Kargil, the IC-814
hijack, attack on the Indian
Parliament, 26/11 in Mumbai,
Pathankot, Pulwama and so on,
Pakistan made every single move
first and India was left searching
for a response. We will debate the

ing just days earlier, from the White
House that India and Pakistan had
failed to resolve Kashmir bilaterally
for 70 years, so the “most powerful
man”, you Mr Trump, should mediate.

Now, the three solemn bilateral agreements
between the two countries over 31 years — Simla
(1972) to Lahore (1999) and Islamabad (2004) — add
up to just a handful of pages. And, diplomatic ver-
biage and platitudes apart, all three rest on one cen-
tral pillar: Settling all issues, including Kashmir,
bilaterally. Other Pakistani leaders have also freely
broken this commitment. But, since Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto signed the Simla Agreement, none of the 12
Pakistani chief executives — elected, re-elected or
military — has explicitly junked the Simla
Agreement. That pretence is maintained.

The Lahore and Islamabad declarations essen-
tially reaffirm the bilateral commitment of Simla. By
stating publicly to the world that both countries
could not resolve Kashmir bilaterally and that Mr
Trump should take over, Imran became the first
Pakistani leader to formally disown the three earli-
er agreements. Having torn up the Simla Agreement
and thrown its shreds in the reflecting pool, he is now
charging India with violating it. It may sound like I
am turning the knife, or a cheap shot, but this is the
exact definition of nau sau choohe kha kar billi hajj
ko chali (the cat goes for a holy pilgrimage after eat-
ing 900 rats).

SHEKHAR GUPTA

he substantive point here is, the fundamental
strategic and political equation on Kashmir has
now fully reversed. Since 1947, it is Pakistan that set

prudence of India’s latest turn at
another point. But we must
acknowledge that for 70 years
India had been the status quo pow-
er, despite its size and muscle, whereas Pakistan
worked steadfastly to alter it. Last week, India
changed that.

Now Pakistan is struggling for a response.
Because its strategic establishment’s head isn’t wired
for response, it is already over-loaded with proactive
mischief. A week after Imran dissed in Washington
the Simla, Lahore and Islamabad Agreements,
Narendra Modi has rewritten the Indian playbook by
not protesting, but, in a dramatic (devious it would
seem if you are Pakistani) way, agreeing with him. If
those agreements made Pakistan and the global
community believe that Kashmir’s final status was
still open to debate and negotiation, that miscon-
ception is now buried. So are the agreements, Imran
was right.

Pakistan has to now find a new set of ideas
beyond its standard operating procedures (SOPs):
Provoke, deny, offer to help, negotiate, let things
calm. Repeat... In the past India sought the big
power help to press Pakistan to mend its ways.
Now, Pakistan is doing so.

And realising its limitations and diminished
stature. It is such a basket-case now, it is bartering
its economic sovereignty for $6 billion from the
IMF. For simplicity of understanding, this is less
than the amount ArcelorMittal is paying to buy the
bankrupt Essar Steel. Its politics, society, institu-
tions are all broken. Balochistan it can handle en
passant. But Pashtuns’ uprising is mainstream,
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mass-based, and peaceful.

The one leverage it has with the world, becom-
ing Afghanistan’s local guardian and helping Mr
Trump flee without seeming to do so, comes with
a big price. If Pakistan has to deliver on
Afghanistan, it cannot be distracted in Kashmir. It
cannot fight a two-front battle. Not with the
Financial Action Task Force deadline for meeting
its commitments against terror just weeks away.
This isn’t what he was mentally prepared for. It is
also beyond his capacity. We should qualify this,
however, by adding that he isn’t the one taking any
calls here. It is the powers that be in GHQ. Do they
want action on both fronts?

F ormer Pakistani diplomat Husain Haqqani
used a line in an article for ThePrint that I
wish I had conjured up. He said that for Pakistani
strategy was always to “internationalise” the
Kashmir issue and India fought to keep it bilater-
al. But the Modi government has now reduced
Kashmir to an internal affair in both India and
Pakistan.

In India, it is being debated and contested
between the Modi majority and the vocal political
and intellectual minority which sees the action
as undemocratic. In Pakistan, it is now about, how
did this happen, how did the “No 1” spy agency in
the world fail to get a whiff, did someone sell out,
what the hell to do now? That exasperation echoed
in Imran’s outburst in his National Assembly,
when he asked, so what do you want me to do?
Attack India?

It isn’t my argument that everything is perfect
in India, or with the latest moves on Kashmir. Just
that it isn’t relevant to where Pakistan finds itself
today. The more it pretends to mourn Article 370
(which it called illegitimate in the past), the more
it extols the jailed mainstream Kashmiri leaders
(whom it called stooges) and the more it screams
about civil liberties in Indian Kashmir, the more
ridiculous it sounds.

Think about it. Protesting the arrest of some
separatist usual suspects and the detention of
some political leaders in Kashmir when you have
thrown two former prime ministers (Nawaz Sharif
and Shahid Khagan Abbasi) and one former pres-
ident (Asif Zardari) in jail and banished another
(Musharraf) into exile. Nawaz’s daughter and the
main opposition leader Maryam is now in jail, too,
as is Rana Sanaullah, former deputy chief minis-
ter of Punjab, three other MPs from Nawaz’s party,
two Pashtun MPs, among others. None of these
(apart from Nawaz) is convicted. Most haven’t
even been put on trial. Most have been locked up
for months, and in real jails.

This isn’t working for Pakistan. The status quo
has shifted. Either Pakistan accepts it, or launch-
es into something reckless. Or, pray for things real-
ly going out of control in the Valley once restric-
tions are lifted, leading to an almighty popular
insurrection where Indian forces lose their nerve.
That is now Pakistan’s only hope.

By special arrangement with ThePrint

Chill wind in the Valley

AL FRESCO

SUNIL SETHI

heirony is thattill the precip-

itate evacuation of pilgrims

and tourists that prefaced the
“integration” of Jammu & Kashmir
by parliamentary vote, the Valley
was having its best summer season
since the killing of terrorist-turned-
martyr Burhan Wani in July 2016.
The hotels and houseboats of
Srinagar were packed, hardly a
spare room available in Gulmarg
and Pahalgam, and the bazaars
buzzed with shoppers and holiday-
makers. Friends and colleagues
returning from vacation reported
that (despite the paramilitary pres-
ence) a mood of relative calm pre-
vailed. No major protests or encoun-
ters took place and travel to the

Mughal gardens and monuments
in provincial districts of Anantnag
and Baramulla was unhindered.

Perhaps it was this lull, a fleeting
illusion of normalcy, that prompted
Home Minister Amit Shah to exe-
cute his elaborate plan of “unify-
ing” Kashmir with India — partofa
long-held BJP promise to abolish
its special status — with electrifying
stealth and speed. Almost
overnight the Valley went dead, an
eerie chill wind funnelling the
might of the Indian state with mas-
sive troop reinforcements.

It may well be that Article 370
serves no particular purpose in
ensuring the security or progress of
the Valley's Muslim majority; but
revoking it by smothering their voic-
es— and arresting their leaders — is
another turn of Narendra Modi's
Hindutva juggernaut moving inex-
orably forward. The withdrawal of
special status for J&K has found
both popular and political support
among opposition parties — divid-
ing the Congress in its ranks —
because many regard it as an unfair
privilege. (Swathes of voters who
handed the BJP its spectacular vic-
tory in May tend to regard many
Valley-dwellers as spoilt, self-serv-
ing and unpatriotic.)

While dumbing down the J&K
legislature from statehood to union
territory —and unshakably putting
it under New Delhi's thumb for the
forseeable future - Mr Shah in the
Rajya Sabha thundered: “[Kashmit]
was heaven on earth and will remain
s0 ... Give us five years and we will
make Jammu & Kashmir the most
developed state in the country.”

Mr Shah’s reference to Kashmir
as paradise (albeit a bleeding, vio-
lent one) isn't new. Further fishing
in troubled waters he evoked a
clichéd vision of akhand Kashmir:
“When I'talk of J&K, Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) and Aksai Chin
are included in it. Don’t you con-
sider PoK a part of J&K ... I will give
my life for it ... We are ready to give
our lives...”

Therein lies the rub: Amit Shah’s
nationalist rhetoric supersedes his
knowledge of topographic ground
reality. Anyone who has been to
Muzaffarabad (as this columnist
has) will testify how dull, dusty, and
featureless the hilly area on the
banks of the Jhelum is. Its Mirpuri
inhabitants don't speak Kashmiri
but a dialect of Punjabi, akin to
Dogri and other hill dialects of the
Jammu region. Nor do they bear
any resemblance to the people of

Alot can happen over coffee

YES, BUT...

SANDEEP GOYAL

n a tribute to VG Siddhartha,

Captain Gopinath of Air Deccan

wrote, “Before (Café) Coffee Day,
even in the South, the middle class
went to Udupi hotels to read papers
over coffee and chat and sip coffee
with friends. The Udupi hotels were
the favourite hangout places for
Kannada writers. The journalists
and writers of English press went
to a few select coffee houses in the
cantonment area. The modern
youth never visited them.
Siddhartha changed all that — the
entire cultural landscape — through
his ubiquitous coffee shops, both in
the South and the rest of India
where very few drank coffee (but)

spent hours over books or laptops or
simply unwinding with friends”.
When little-known entrepre-
neur Siddhartha opened his first
Café Coffee Day (CCD) outlet at
Brigade Road in 1996 at Bangalore
— which was fast developing into
the “pub capital of India” at the
time — youngsters at first sneered
at the idea of spending hours
hanging out over a coffee but
realised pretty soon that “a lot
could happen over coffee”. Coffee
and an hour of internet surfing
cost¥100 — not cheap by the stan-
dards of those days (no wonder
CCDs were initially called ‘inter-
net cafes’) but then nobody gave
anyone dirty looks for hanging
around for hours over that cup of
coffee, nobody frowned when you
just sat there sipping the coffee
and doing your assignments and
your homework in the ambient
air-conditioning, nobody chided
you for talking loudly or laughing
or just sitting there watch the
world go by. Nobody disturbed
you if you were there with a girl; no
one bothered if a foreigner just sat
cross-legged in one corner
immersed in a philosophical tome.

CCD birthed a completely new
phenomenon in the India of the
90s: “my-space, my pace”.
Barista followed. Then Coffee
Bean & Tea Leaf, Costa Coffee,
Georgia Coffee, Gloria Coffee, Coffee
by Di Bella, Café Mocha ... McCafe.
And of course, Starbucks. But CCD
outpaced them all. By 2008 CCD had
opened 595 outlets; by 2012, the
count was 1400; today in 2019 CCD
has nearly 1700 cafes, around 48,000
vending machines, 532 kiosks and
403 ground coffee selling outlets. By
comparison Barista has today just
220 outlets; and Starbucks 136.
CCD’s biggest achievement has
been to get a predominantly tea-
drinking country (especially the
North & West) to take to coffee with
such gusto. The introduction of a
menu of choice that ranged from
Café Latte to Café Americano to
Café Mocha to Macchiato to a
Vanilla Cappuccino in hot coffees
to Café Frappe to Dark Frappe to
Kaapi Nirvana in cold options was
quite a leap forward from the
Nescafe hot coffee that used to be
available in plastic cups from vend-
ing machines at airports and offices.
Teas are available too, but coffee

the Valley being, as one analyst
writes, “culturally and linguistically
... totally different from Kashmiris.
Tothat extent the term PoKisalsoa
misnomer and should be appropri-
ately called PoJ&K.”

The contrast between PoK and
the Valley is so glaring that it is
patently obvious why no one really
wants PoK (except possibly Amit
Shah) and everyone down the ages
has coveted the fabled vale of alpine
meadows, saffron fields, lake-stud-
ded peaks, and picturesque
shikaras and houseboats. Certainly
Nehru’s sentimental attachment to
the land of his forbears led to expe-
dient political compromise as did
“Sher-e-Kashmir” Sheikh
Abdullah's grasp in founding a
regional dynasty.

The ban on outsiders buying
property is an old restriction and,
in fact, led to the advent of house-
boats as popular holiday homes
for colonial administrators and
outsiders. (Similar restraints exist
in many northeastern states and
also in parts of Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand.)

Despite the prime minister’s
assurances of investors' summits
and a host of opportunities for the
disaffected Kashmiri youth, devel-
opment in the Valley has been
skewed since the rise of insurgency
in the late 1980s. While it is true

was, and remains, king at CCDs.
More exotic introductions followed
over theyears... Devil’s Own Cocoa
Cream, Tender Coconut Lemonade,
Tropical Iceberg, Cool Blue ... plusa
whole range of breads, munchies,
meals and desserts that ranged from
Frittata Omelettes to Spicy Sriracha
Chicken to Peri Peri Ciabatta to Wok
Tossed Oriental to Rice Sizzle Dazzle
Brownie. CCD evolved as it reached
more diverse audiences in more
diverse geographies, offering a new
experience not just in beverages
but also more exotic and inviting
food choices that were both aspira-
tional and a tad more expensive,
hence premium.

Most importantly, CCD pio-
neered the ‘hang-out’ generation in
India over the past two decades. It
introduced free wi-fi (initially for
limited time) but then kind of made
itasastandard offering. I personal-
ly attended at least two meetings
with VG Siddhartha in 2011/12 on
creating wi-fi hotspots at all CCDs.
Siddhartha was fully cognizant of
the value of the wi-fi freebie to
young millennials. We discussed
various advertiser funded models
to make the wi-fi free to all CCD cus-
tomers, while concurrently offering
third-party brands a captive
younger audience. I remember

that J&K is ahead on social indica-
tors as compared to backward parts
of the country (thanks to generous
infusions of Central subsidy) there
are few jobs outside the govern-
ment sector, no industry to speak of
other than tourism, fruit-growing
and handicrafts, and zero invest-
ment in skill development or busi-
ness promotion.

Corruption has grown manifold
during decades of militancy and on-
and-off civil administrations have
been paralysed by the overwhelm-
ing dominance of armed forces.

Most small businesses that
flourish during the summer's
tourist season wait for a surge of
visitors in late August-September,
when the Valley’s gigantic chinars
catch fire in a blaze of breathtaking
autumn colours.

An enthusiastic young entre-
preneur I know who has converted
his charming family house and gar-
den on the shores of Nigeen Lake
into a successful small hotel was
telling guests in June that he was
forced to turn down bookings as he
was full up till October.

But a sudden blast of chill wind
from New Delhi has ruined his
chances of profit and struggle in
holding his family legacy together.
There are many such who face an
uncertain future with frustration
and hopelessness.

sharing my experience of keitai (kill
time) from Japan and how the cof-
fee shop culture had mushroomed
in that country because of young-
sters just sitting around and literal-
ly kKilling-time on their mobile
phones. Siddhartha had been fasci-
nated. I did not however need to
preach to the converted.

The coming in of Starbucks did
shake-up CCD somewhat. The glob-
al brand's offering was much classier,
albeit costlier. But the better heeled
customer almost immediately
switched loyalties. While there have
been claims in media that 94% of all
CCDs are cash-positive on a stand-
alone basis, I would take that statis-
tic with a pinch of salt. Of late CCD
has started to lose momentum. Too
many stores. Sparser foot-falls.
Somewhat frayed interiors. No new
innovations on the menu. A brand
beginning to look somewhat stag-
nant, weary and tired.

I don't know where CCD is
headed. I do hope it survives. And
prospers. It really has been one of
the best Indian brands created post
liberalisation. A brand that
‘youngifyed’ India and let a lot hap-
pen over coffee.

Thewriterisan advertising and media veteran
Email: sandeep@goyalmail.com

Bookish nostalgia

EYE CULTURE

UTTARAN DAS GUPTA
n the first Sunday after I
moved to the National

O Capital Region nearly six

years ago, a friend offered to take me
to Old Delhi for a special treat. I did
not know where I was going — I was-
n't even familiar with the roads or
areas in my new city. And, I was
down with a severe case of nostalgia
for my hometown, Kolkata. But my
friend promised that the place she
was taking me to that morning
would be a perfect antidote. “You'll
love it!” she said. We boarded a yel-
low line metro from Malviya Nagar
to Chandni Chowk, and then took a
rickshaw to Daryaganj. Our destina-
tion that morning was the weekly
book market.

My first instinct was to compare
this temporary market to the more
permanent one on College Street in
central Kolkata. As a student, I
would frequent the shops selling sec-
ond-hand books in the locality
around Calcutta University, often
dropping into the famed Coffee
House for a chicken kaviraji or
Paramount for green coconut sher-
bet, having purchased a coveted vol-
ume. Perhaps quite naturally, my
first reaction that Sunday was one
of disappointment. “That's it?” I
said, standing on the footpath oppo-
site Delhi Darwaza and casting a
glance towards Netaji Subhash Marg.
But my disappointment was soon
belied; like every treasure of Delhi,
Daryaganj revealed itself to me
slowly, over the years.

A couple of years after my first
visit, I began taking people to the
market when they asked me to show
them around my adopted home-
town. Not only outsiders visiting
Delhi but also natives who were
either unaware of this urban treasure
or had never visited it despite know-
ing about it. For booklovers, of
course, this was a treat, but also for
those planning to pick up stationary
at a discount. At least two shops on
Netaji Subhash Marg sell paper by
the kilo. There are also notebooks to
be got, as well as pencils, pens, ink,
folders — all the paraphernalia with
which you need to clutter your writ-
ing desk before you can call yourself
a writer.

But this privilege will be denied to
old timers such as me or newcomers
discovering our city. The Hindustan
Times reported on August 3 that fol-
lowing a July order of the Delhi High
Court, the temporary shops which
occupied the footpath along Netaji
Subhash Marg every Sunday would

not be there anymore. “The order
came in response to the Delhi traffic
police submitting a report to the
court suggesting that the [road]... is
a very busy road which sees high
traffic volumes at all times and that
book sellers occupy the footpath,
leaving no space for pedestrians,”
the report said.

Over the years, I developed a pro-
tocol of how I would show people
around this place. The trip would usu-
ally begin on a winter afternoon, near
the Delhi Darwaza, about which there
are several urban legends. I would
begin by narrating the most famous
one: “If you happen to find yourself
around these parts on a rainy evening,
do not seek shelter under the Delhi
Gate,” I would tell them. “The roof
leaks, and what drips on your head or
shoulder will not be water — but
blood.” The legend was that the sons
of Bahadur Shah “Zafar’, the last
Mughal emperor, were hanged here
in 1858, after the British recaptured
Delhi in the First War of
Independence. I'm told the story can
send a chill down your spine even on
a sunny afternoon.

Once you had bought your
books and stationary, it was quite
natural that you would be hungry.
And then, I would take you — no,
no, not to Moti Mahal, where butter
chicken was apparently invented
— but to Changezi Chicken. If you
were accompanied by one or more
women, you could enjoy lunch in
the relatively quieter mezzanine
floor. Else you would be confined
to the ground floor. The usual
order: A quarter plate of changezi
chicken, khamiri roti, and zafrani
kheer for dessert. The legend is that
the recipe apparently travelled to
India with the Mongol conqueror
Genghis Khan. This is, of course,
sheer mythopoeia — Genghis Khan
did not attack Delhi; Timur did in
1398, capturing the city and
unleashing a massacre.

Of course, I have a personal leg-
end as well. On my first Sunday at
Dariyaganj, as I was perusing the
stock of one of the booksellers, I
came across a hardbound copy of
Iain M Banks's Whit (1995). Flipping
open the book I found that the half-
title page had the author’s auto-
graph. “How much for this?” I asked
the disinterested bookseller, my
heart almost in my mouth. “Fifty
rupees,” he said, nonchalantly. I
quickly took out a crisp note and
handed it over to him. A minute lat-
er, I was excitedly showing my loot to
my friend and she was smiling. “So is
Daryaganj better than College
Street?” she asked. In some ways,
yeah, it was.
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Turning vegetarian could
help fight global warming

IPCC research shows shows dietary changes could bring
emissions down by 8 billion tonnes annually by 2050

THAS BEEN clear for sometime that the fight to lower greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, and mitigate climate-change impact, rests on a drastic rethink of
global land use.Alarge part of land use is tied to human diet, from pastures for
grazing of meat animals to agriculture.Anew report by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) on climate and land says a plants-based diet will be
kinderonthe planet than a meat-based one.It recommends that governments,espe-
cially those of rich nations,where meat consumption is high,work on reducing this.
Land use and management, including agriculture and deforestation, contribute
almost a quarter of the GHG emissions. Unless land is managed more sustainably,
keeping global warming under 1.5°Cabove pre-industriallevels,is impossible—coun-
tries, thus, have included land-use, land-use change and forestry in their Intended
Nationally Determined Contributionsannouncedas part of the 2015 Paris Agreement.
While deforestation for pastures to graze cattle, like in Brazil and Colombia, is partic-
ularly emission-intensive, cattle, too, produce large amounts of methane, a potent
GHG.Besides, the emission foot-print of manufacturinganimal-feed,water-and elec-
tricity-use in raising and slaughtering of meat animals,and processing/packaging of
meatissignificant.The IPCCreport,thus,says thatbalanced diets thatare plant-based
and feature sustainably-produced animal-sourced food “present major opportunities
foradaptationand mitigation”.Indeed,by 2050, the report says,dietary changes could
free up millions of square kilometres of land and reduce global carbon emissions by
upto 8 billion tonnes annually (relative to business-as-usual). Though, perhaps with
the politics and socio-cultural sensibilities associated with dietary habits in mind,
authors of the report have refrained from telling people what to eat. Given land use
across the world contributes $75-85 trillion to the global economy annually (2011,
based on the value of the dollar in 2007)—this is many times the world's combined
GDP—influencing land use in favour of more sustainable practices is also a fraught
economic question,with the livelihoods of hundreds of millions of people tied to it.
Therisksashifting toalargely plant-based diet also must be considered.Rice-farm-
ing, for instance, accounts for 249% of agricultural methane emissions. In a country
like India, where rice is a staple and one of the largest agricultural exports, pushing a
plant-based diet could result in more demand for unsustainably produced rice. Also,
nitrous oxide emissions—a potent heat-trapper, with one tonne being equivalent to
265 tonnes of CO2 over 100 years—from agriculture have almost doubled since the
1960s,given fertiliserapplication hasincreased nine-fold globally. Besides,research by
the Carnegie Mellon University shows that, without reducing caloric intake signifi-
cantly, simply changing the diet to include the US department of agriculture (USDA)
advised food mix, or reducing caloric intake while sticking to the USDA food mix rec-
ommended for a healthy weight, will increase GHG emissions and energy/water use.
The window to act on sustainable land use is narrowing fast. Human use already
affects 60-85% of forestsand 70-90% of othernatural ecosystems. Land—the forests
on it as well as the soil—plays a key role as a carbon sink. But, with manifest climate
change effects, desertification and degradation of land is becoming an ever-growing
threat,and humansare responding with even more unsustainable use—fertiliser use,
excessive groundwater extraction, stripping down of rainforests, etc, are key exam-
ples.The IPCC report, therefore, calls for stepping up efforts to keep the land produc-
tive while enhancing its carbon-absorbing capacity—a carefully calibrated, primarily
plant-based diet could be one way to do this.

Tackling lynch mobs

Rajasthan has come up with a law, other states must too

AJASTHAN HAS DONE well to, in response to a Supreme Court recom-

mendation,come upwithaspecial lawto deal with lynch mobs.Though the

Opposition protested against the “Rajasthan Protection from Lynching

Bill,2019”and argued that existinglaws were good enough, this is not quite
true; though, while the Opposition argued that some of the Bill’s provisions—even
two persons can be defined as a mob—could be misused by classifying other crimes
as mob violence, this is something that needs to be kept in mind by the investigating
authorities.The Bill makeslynchinga cognisable,non-bailable and non-compound-
able offence, punishable with up to seven years imprisonment and fines of ¥1 lakh if
thevictimisinjured,and this goes up tolifeimprisonment when theviolence results
in the victim’s death. And, in a bid to deter mob violence, the Bill treats conspiracy,
aiding,abetting,and attemptat moblynchingin the samewayas it does perpetrators
and assailants, and even recognises creation of a hostile environment, distribution
of offensive materials, etc, as allied criminal offences. Moreover, the Bill is not only
retributive but also rehabilitative, stipulating that victims of mob Iynching be com-
pensated by the state government under the Rajasthan Victim Compensation
Scheme, and that the state take necessary measures to assist in the rehabilitation of
any such victims who might suffera displacement.

Other states need to take a cue from Rajasthan and come up with similar laws
at the earliest. Ideally, as the Uttar Pradesh State Law Commission did last month,
when it came upwith adraft anti-lynching law, there should also be strict rules for
the police and others in authority whose job is to prevent lynching. This includes
punishment for not providing protection to the victim if violencewas apprehended,
failure to act on time, failure to record details of the crime,and so on; if there is no
provision to penalise those whose jobs are to prevent such crimes, chances are all
lawswill come up short. This isa shortcoming in Rajasthan’s Bill. Amazingly, though
the state’s law commission took the initiative on its own, Uttar Pradesh has yet to
come up with an anti-lynching law; and this is despite the fact that Uttar Pradesh
has recorded 20 distinct incidents of mob violence resulting in 11 deaths since
2015.While the number of those killed/attacked by lynch mobs s likely to be much
smaller than those in conventional crimes like murder, the purpose of lynch mobs
is to generate fearin certain communities/classes of people; to that extent, the pun-
ishments have to be as stringent as possible.

MoreMEDICS

Govt has done well to accept the findings of the WHO
report on quacks, the one it had contested earlier

HE GOVERNMENT'S DESPERATION over clearing the air on the National

Medical Council (NMC) Bill has forced it to accept and acknowledge a prob-

lemthatithad,onlylastyear,denied even exists.The NMC Bill talks of bridge

course to enable Ayush practitioners to prescribe allopathic medicines—this
will take care of the poor doctor-patient ratio that India has. As per a Times of India
report, while the government, in January last year, had termed “erroneous” the WHO
finding that nearly 57% of those practising allopathic medicine in the countrydidn’t
haveanymedical qualification,now,ithasincluded the figurein its FAQs overthe NMC
Bill. The NMCBill talks of Community Health Providers—healthcare professionalswho
can be trained with the bridge courses.

India’s doctor-population ratio remains a sickly one doctor fora thousand people.
Thus,itis crucial toaccept the case for having community health providers.Indianeeds
more doctors,and ideas like converting district health hospitals into medical colleges
make eminent sense. Until this can be achieved, the country needs to work with what
it has. Besides, as Devi Shetty of Narayana Health and Srinath Reddy of Public Health
Foundation of India highlight, India’s problem is over-medicalisation. Reddy points
to the case of mid-level health workers in Chhattisgarh who have proved better than
doctorsat treating primary care conditions,especiallymalaria. Heemphasises the need
totrain nursestobecome‘nurse practitioners’and ‘nurse anaesthetists’. Shetty,on the
other hand, says that “even in the litigation-happy US, 6 7% of anaesthesia is given by
nurses,not doctors”.If more of community health providers can do the same, it would
only help rural health care. More important, it would make more sense to impart the
necessary training toalarge talent pool of health professionals than let quacks thrive.

: Upinion

NO PROOF REQUIRED

% ONJ&K'S FUTURE

Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi

J&K will not remain an UT forever. You will get the
opportunity to elect your representatives soon. |
want to tell the people of Jammu and Kashmir that
your representatives will come from among you

NO ECONOMY HAS SUSTAINED GDP GROWTH WITH AREAL POLICY RATE ABOVE 1.75%. FOR THE
LAST TWO AND A HALF-YEARS, THE REAL POLICY RATE HAS AVERAGED 100 BP HIGHER IN INDIA

Monetary policy:
Facts, Opinion, Governance

HIS TIME, MP does not
mean Member of Parlia-
ment, but Monetary Policy.
WhatIwant todiscusstoday
is the FOG surrounding
monetarypolicyinIndia.Itused tobe the
case,around the world, that a deliberate
fog was created around central bank
speak. That changed post the 2008

BHALLA

Contributing editor, Financial Express
Twitter: @surjitbhalla
Views are personal

financial crisis.Central banksaround the
world went for three Cs—Clarity and
Consistency in Communication. All
advanced country central banks go for
the 3Cs; among EMEs,I don’t know, but
what I hear foreign investors say is that
the developing world is much closer to
the advanced economies than to India.

Is India as different as claimed by
“experts”? My own experience,and inter-
pretation, is that India is very different
because the experts (perhaps including
thoseat the Central Bank)look at mone-
tary policyvery differently. Most impor-
tantly, Indian experts look at the mone-
tary policy through nominal lenses;
economics is about the real world. After
all, nobody talks about nominal GDP
growth; when we discuss growth, it is
growth adjusted forinflation.Whydon’t
we do the same with the MP variable
called the repo rate—or talk of real bor-
rowing and lending rates?

On August 7,the MPC reduced the
repo rate by 35 bps, to 5.4%. The first
publication to be off to the races was
Bloomberg Quint which headlined its
story“35 Basis Point Cut Takes RBI Rate
To 2010 Level”. The story was accurate.
In April 2010, the RBI raised the repo
rateto 5.25%.CPIinflation at that time
was 13.3%, WPI inflation was 10.5%,
and the SBIlending rate was 11.8%.IIP
was growing at 13%.

It certainly doesn’t take a weather-
man economist to figure out that the
repo rate of 5.4% in August 2019 is not
even on the same planet as April 2010,
letalonebe uttered in the sameline.But,
Iwanttoquote from some of the editori-
alsafterthe RBI move. Business Standard
opined that“the centralbankisdoingits
part by progressively reducing the cost of
money” (emphasis added). Editorial in
Mintargued that what the RBI/MPC did

Household savings in India

was “the best it could have done under
the circumstances, grim as they are”. It
alsoquoted Governor Dasas stating that
the committee felt that “25 bp would
havebeeninadequate,while 50 bpwould
havebeen excessive”.Andwhy didn’t RBI
undertake a larger cut? The Mint view:
“Because it did not want to send out a
panic signal by easing monetary condi-
tions too much, too fast”.

The MPC action (inaction) came
against a backdrop of central banks
around theworld sending out panic sig-
nalsby cuttinglending rates. But to con-
tinue with the editorials. The Financial
Express headlined its editorial “RBI is
doing its bit, over to government now”.
There is elaboration a few lines down.
“But the central bank can only do so
much. Indeed, it is doing more than its
best to create a conducive lending envi-
ronment forbanks”. Economic Times edi-
torial, “Slashing rates by 35 bp,dumping
multiples of 25 bps as the quantum of
rate change,signalsnon-routine concern
overgrowth,asalsorestraint toavertany
panic. It also signals RBI’s capacity to go
beyond convention” (emphasis added).

There is a surprising uniformity
(identity?) in the editorials—in addition
to the fact that they have got the simple
factof cost of money grotesquelywrong.
If I were Governor Das, I would be wor-
ried.After every Budget,industry gives a
strong heads-up to whatever fiscal pol-
icy package the government comes up
with. Out of 10, the ranking is always—
good,bad and uglybudgets,the same—a
robust 9.A lot of us (including the pink
newspapers) have criticised this
hypocrisyand this“Big Brotheriswatch-
ing”fear.Thislack of objective analysisis
worrisome. But, why have sheep news-
papers not conducted objective analysis

Policy environment for savings in India is
sub-optimal. This is particularly true of the

household sector, which has been the largest
contributor to overall national savings

INDIA HAS TWO fundamental prob-
lems in its pursuit of higher economic
growth.First,it needs toincrease invest-
ment. Second, it needs to increase sav-
ings. Both investment and savings have
fallen as percentages of GDP, and are
below thelevels needed to support GDP
growth of 8-10% a year. There is a
counter argument that higher growth
itself will rekindle animal spirits of
investors, but I think the starting point
hastobewith creating prospects forbet-
terinvestment returns.The investment
slowdown isrelated to the collapse of the
preceding investment boom, which
included too much corruption and,
more generally, misallocation of capital.
Until the overhang of bad assets is
cleaned up, so that credit flows more
freely again, investment will stagnate.
The government has been trying, but
perhaps not hard enough. The battles
with RBI on this front have also not
helped. Efforts to attract foreign
investorswillalso notachieve too much
until the financial sector and corporate
balance sheets are cleaned up. Even
then, the policy framework for invest-
ment has to improve, in terms of taxa-
tion, infrastructure,and stability.

The savings side is trickier, but also
has the potential for plucking some low
hanging fruit, with the right degree of
policy attention. This is because the pol-
icy environment for savings in India is
sub-optimal. This is particularly true of
the household sector (including smaller
firmsin the Indian case),which hasbeen
thelargest contributorto overall national
savings. The other sources of savings—
corporations, government and foreign-
ers, are potentially important, but their
determinants are more complicated,
including whatever factors determine
the investment climate,and the politics
of government expenditure. House-
holds, however, can be potentially reli-
able sources of savings.

Thereare threeinterrelated aspects
of household savingwhere policies can

be changed to make a difference. First,
the level of household savings has
fallen in recent years, despite high real
(though not nominal) interest rates.
Second,Indian households tend to put
arelatively smaller proportion of their
savingsin financial assets,versus phys-
ical assets such as gold and real estate.
Third, Indian households put relatively
little of theirfinancial savingsintolong
term savings such as pensions and
insurance products, versus bank
accounts. All three factors resultin a
paucity of funds that can be interme-
diated into productive investment.

Tarun Ramadorai, who headed the
RBI committee on household savings
that reported in 2017, has pointed out
that the tax incentives for long term
savings through pensions are muddled
and weak. He has made detailed pro-
posals for clarity and simplicity in the
design of pension schemes and the tax
incentives that accompany them. This
is about more than just “nudges,” and
requires significant, but straightfor-
ward, policy changes. The government
may beworried about possiblelosses of
revenue through tax breaks, but this
seems to be an area where the returns
will justify any short term revenue hit.

Lastyear,Radhika Pandey, Ila Patnaik
and Renuka Sane, in the India Policy
Forum, provided a detailed empirical
analysis of the impact of tax breaks on
household financial savings, and found
that such incentives must be carefully
designed to avoid distortions between
different types of financial saving. They
also emphasised the need for more sen-
sibleregulations,giving insurance com-
panies and pension funds more room to
invest in assets other than government
bonds. In brief, household savings have
tobe channelled efficiently to more pro-
ductive investments.

The need for better channelling of
household savings is driven home by a
more recent analysis by Patnaik and
Pandey,in an NIPFPworking paper.Gov-

of RBI/MPC actions?

What could the editorials have said?
They could have pointed out that infla-
tion is phenomenallylow,and below the
notional 4% target for the third succes-
sive year.While the nominal repo rate is
the sameas 2010, the real repo rate is at
2.6% compared to minus 8.1% in April
2010. Stated differently

3.4%. Real SBI lending rate: then
3.6%; today 11%. Liquidity: then
ample; liquidity today,ample.

Das took over as RBI Governor in
December2018.Hehasbeenin office for
only eight months and it is unfair to
assess performance over such a short
time period. Nevertheless, few facts are
relevant. Eight months prior to Das’s
arrival, inflation had averaged 3.9%,
repo rate averaged 6.3% and the real
repo rate averaged 2.4%. Over the last
eight (Das) months, (till July 2019),infla-
tion has averaged 110 bp lower 2.8%;
thereporatehasaveraged 20bplowerat
6.1%,and therealreporate 90 bp higher.
Liquidity is very stressed in 2018
(according to many experts, that was the

cause for the slowdown)

and equivalently, the cost m————  andveryamplein 2019.

of capital (repo rate) today
is nearly 11 percentage

Every monetary

Every monetary statis-
tic contradicts the expert

points (ppt) #igher.SBIlent statistic contradicts assessment that monetary

money then at 11.75%—
today, the nominal lend-
ing rate of SBI is higher
(with much lower infla-
tion) by 2 pptat 13.75%.
The system is broke,
including the expertswho

the expert
assessment that
monetary policy is
reducing the cost
of money

policy is reducing the cost
of money.Itissimplemath
really—if inflation goes up
by 10%, and my cost of
borrowing goes up by 5%,
the cost of money has
come down. And just the

report on the system.The "———EEEEE==——————_ opposite when inflation

same experts blamed the

lack of liquidity for the economic slow-
down, not the high real rates. Everyone
was shouting lack of liquidity as the
cause for slow and declining growth in
2018.With this expertly felt lack of lig-
uidity in 2018, industrial production
growth Jan-May 2018 averaged 5.4%.
With ample liquidity (and all the papers
quoted above congratulated RBI forsuc-
cessfully introducing the much needed
liquidity in 2019), IIP growth has aver-
aged 1.9%in 2019.Thefirst fivemonths
of 20101IPgrowthaveraged 11.9%.But
wait a minute—weren’t we coming out
of the 2008 financial crisis and that is
why IIP was so high in 2010 and not
because of real interest rates? There is
partial truth in that.

Compare first five months of 2011
with 2019. Industrial production
growth: then 6.8%; today 1.6%. Real
repo rate: then minus 2.8%; today plus

SINGH

Professor of Economics, University of California, Santa Cruz

Views are personal

ernment policy on this front does not
seem to be coherent or sufficiently evi-
dence-based. Budget proposals often
seem to be piecemeal and fragmented.
Nevertheless, one can characterise this
area aslow-hanging fruit,because there
is so much room for improvement.
Despite the nuances of having different
types of financial saving, with different
types of institutions and regulations for
collecting and channelling them, the
underlying economicbehavioursare not
difficult to model and analyse.

A comprehensive, evidence-based
policy approach to household financial
savings will also help draw attention to
institutional weaknesses in financial
servicesand financial intermediation.It
can be politically difficult to deal with
such weaknesses without an overarch-
ing goal. Improving the level, composi-
tion and channelling of India’s house-
hold saving can provide the requisite
framing for political feasibility of more
fundamental institutional reforms, as
wellasreformsin tax policyand regula-
tion forthe financial sector. Institutional
reformshere couldincludeagreaterrole
for private sector firms, more competi-
tion, and more effective use of digital
technology. Patnaik and Pandey make
allthese points,and theyjust need more
detailed modelling and simulation for
evaluating policy options.

None of the above makes redundant
the need for continued improvements
in the climate for non-financial firms
to do business, or to innovate, or to
export.All the real aspects of producing
and selling things in India are subject
tohurdles that the governmenthasthe
powertoreduce orremove,ifitdecides
it wants to be growth-promoting
rather than rent-seeking or populistin
its policy stance. But higher growth
requires higher investment, and that
will need more household financial
saving, channelled to productive uses.
This is an area that needs better policy
attention than it has received.

declines more than the
repo rate.Why is this simple math seem-
ingly not understood by experts?

There are additional factors con-
straining growth in 2019 and beyond.
Tariff wars have intensified, world
growth has slowed down,and our com-
petitorsarelowering real rates and low-
ering taxrates.Weare raisingboth.The
expert media fully recognises (most of
them do) that higher tax ratesina slow-
ing economy will slow GDP growth
even more. But, why this arrogant dis-
missal of the one factor the rest of 180
countries find the most potent cyclical,
and structural factor, to enhance
growth? More than a decade ago,
Deputy Governor Rakesh Mohan
opined that lazy banking was an
important and unique aspect of Indian
banking. But, why do experts endorse
lazy banking as a solution to our
growth problems?

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR
PM Modi’s address

PM Narendra Modi's post-Article
370 abrogation TV address to the
nation has come in for fulsome
praises from many people,
including the media, for reaching
out to Kashmiris with a slew of
promises. But, the moot question is
whether his promises of early polls,
restoration of statehood, benefits
to government employees on par
with their counterparts in UTs, filling
government job vacancies and
investment will make up to the
people of Kashmir for what they
were robbed off—special status. At
best they are a balm inefficacious in
healing the deep wound to the
Kashmiri psyche. People do not
trade their identity for favours.
Winning the hearts and minds of
Kashmiris alone will facilitate their
integration into India. The
withdrawal of special status and
privileges is not the way to win their
vishwas (trust). As for the promise
of development, human
development indices in Kashmir are
relatively better than in most parts
of India. We are also struck by the
incongruity of a leader of a party
that never tires of accusing the
secular parties of 'Muslim
appeasement'. PM Modi did not
speak a word on the deployment of
more troops and the house arrest of
Valley's mainstream leaders. Why
leaders like Ghulam Nabi Azad and
Sitaram Yechury are prevented from
visiting the people of the Valley
while NSA Ajit Doval is featured
interacting with the local residents
defies understanding. If what is
going on in the name of Hindu
revivalism in the rest of the country,
the reading down of Article 370
may well be a move to superimpose
Hindutva culture onto Kashmir's
indigenous culture or Kashmiriyat.
The hailing of the annulment of
special status as the 'correction of a
historical wrong' by Hindutvawadis
says it all!

— G David Milton, Maruthancode
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JAPAN-KOREA TRADE DISPUTE

Japan seeks to emerge from
the shadow of history

The biggest trade war of
recent times, the US-China
dispute, is tied to forced
technology transfer and
intellectual property
rights. But the Japan-
South Korea dispute
appears tied to Japan’s
long and arduous struggle
to emerge from the pages
of history

APAN, THE QUIET sentinel of

Asia, lives in the future and yet

cannot quite extricate itself from

the past—caught in the net of

history whilst seeking to escape
it. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s
attempts to amend the Constitution
and the current trade skirmish between
Japan and South Korea can be traced
back to history—a history that Japan
seeks to put behind, but so far with
little success.

In fact, Japan’s new era, the
Reiwa era (literally, beautiful
harmony), began May 2019
with the abdication of the
Chrysanthemum Throne by
Emperor AKihito. The abdication
marked the end of the three decades
of the Heisei era (peace everywhere).
With the Tokyo Olympics 2020 sched-
uled nextyear,there is much optimism
intheair—an understanding that it will
repeat for Japan what Tokyo Olympics
1964 did, which boosted its economic
renaissance.

Japan’s aspirations reflect in the
winds of its domestic politics under the
64-year-old Abe, now in his seventh
year of office. In fact, the years of polit-
ical instability seem to have passed. If
Abe stays in office until November
2019 (which is a certainty), he will sur-
pass 2,886 days in office (tolled by PM
Taro Katsura in the early 20th century)
and become Japan’s longest-serving
PM in history. Some achievements, as
Abe articulated at Davos 2019, are

~¥,
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The author is a Singapore-based Sinologist,
and adjunct fellow at the Institute of Chinese
Studies, Delhi. Views are personal

growth in Japanese GDP by 10.9% (in |

his six years of office), female labour
participation hitting 67% and an age-
ing population (above 65) accessing job
opportunities. But observers such as

political scientist Lully Miura say that
Abe continues to be in power because of
“an exceptional combination of specific
conditions,” including his foreign pol-
icy and the administration managing

ILLUSTRATION: ROHNIT PHORE

its publicimage carefully.

But it is Abe who has sought to turn
a page in Japan’s constitutional his-
tory, seeking an amendment for the
first time inits 72-year history.Japan’s
surrender in the Second World War led
to a postwar pacifist Constitution.
Despite being a formidable power in its
own right, Japan is dependent on the
US for defence—it isbound to the US by
a defence treaty (1951, revised in
1960) where the US has military bases
in Japan in exchange of protecting
Japan in case of an attack. Abe and his

allies have sought a revision of the
Constitution, seeking the formalisa-
tion of Japan’s de facto military, Self-
Defense Forces (SDF), which would
entail parting with the Article 9 (no-
war clause) of the Constitution. Article
9 says that “land, sea and air forces, as
well as other war potential will never be
maintained.”

The recent July elections to the
upper house of Parliament (House of
Councillors) impacted amendment. Of
the 124 seats,Abe’s Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) and Komeito won 71 seats
(57+14),and the Constitutional Demo-
cratic Party (CDP) 53 seats in the 245-
member house.The parties in favour of
amending the Constitution, the LDP
and allies Nippon Ishin no Kai (Japan
Innovation Party) and Komeito (total of
157 seats), fell short of the two-third
‘super-majority’ (164 seats) needed to
initiate theamendment.Aday after the
elections, Abe sought to keep the issue
alive by discussing it. He now seeks
amendmentin 2020.Theissue of Japan
remilitarisation continues to be alive.
The public increasingly
believes that Japanisvul-
nerable, ineffectual and
impotent as a balance to
a rising China, which
boasts considerable mili-

Relations between
thetwo arerocky  ics)

OPINION 9

the forced prostitution of Korean
women to provide sexual services to
the  Japanese army—‘comfort
women’—and the plight of the Koreans
who continue to stay in Japan
(regarded as second-class citizens) has
haunted bilateral ties. In 2015, Presi-
dent Park Geun-hye inked what Japan
called a deal to “finally and irre-
versibly” settle the issue of ‘comfort
women’ through a §9-million deal,
which many viewed as a pittance. In
2018, the foundation that Japan
funded to support and provide funds
to the ‘comfort women’was dissolved.

Japan was alarmed with the decision
of the South Korean court to order the
seizure of Japanese assets, which it
viewed as damaging Japanese trade and
investment in South Korea. Citing
‘national security grounds’ of ‘declining
trust’ between the two, Japan slapped
exportsto South Korea with restrictions.
Japan has targeted three chemicals
(hydrogen fluoride, fluorinated poly-
imide and photoresists) used by South
Korean companies in smartphone dis-
plays and chips. This will
disrupt the supply chain
of South Korea’s semicon-
ductor, display (electron-
and automobile

because of 'historical ndustry,and companies

tary prowess. . . such as Samsung, SK
History is also at play animosity’ that Hynix and LG will be

in Japan-South Korea dates back to the affected.Japanese exports
relations, both staunch Japanese to South Korea now need

US allies, but who cannot
see eye to eye. Japan and
South Korea have several
common concerns,
including the secu-
rity dilemma in
the Northeast
peninsula (North Korea and

China), but a trilateral (US-

Japan-South Korea) has not been
forthcoming.

Relations between the two are
rocky because of ‘historical animosity’
that datesbackto Japanese colonisation
of the peninsula (1910-45). In fact, the
recent move by Japan to strike South
Korea off its ‘white list’ (of 27 preferen-
tial trade partners) effective August 28
is not because of a trade dispute per se,
but because of history.

The dispute sparked when the South
Korean Supreme Court ruled that
Japanese companies Nippon Steel, Mit-
subishi Heavy Industries and Nachi
Fujikoshi compensate wartime forced
labour. Japan views this as flogging the
acrimonious past.As Japan views it, this
was resolved in 1965 when relations
were normalised,and in terms of repa-
rations, Japan paid $2.4 billion by way
of loans and aid to Korea.

But the issue of forced wartime
Korean labour in mines and factories,

colonisation of the
Korean peninsula
(1910-45)

case-by-case approval.

South Korea has
responded with strong
public opinion and visible
nationalist outrage, and
has accused Japan of
‘weaponising trade’.
South Korean customers are boycotting
Japanese products in the supermarkets,
and South Korea wants to stop military-
intelligence sharing with Japan, which
has implications on the security of the
peninsula. But Japan is unrelenting.

The issue shows no immediate signs
of abating, with the US unable to resolve
the acrimony of the past. While the US
will eventually step in and resolve the
posturing, for South Korea, with legisla-
tive elections in April 2020 round the
corner, backing down may indicate ‘loss
of face’. The biggest trade dispute of
recent times, the US-China dispute, is
tied to forced technology transfer and
intellectual propertyrights.But forAsia’s
quiet sentinel Japan—be it constitutional
amendment or trade dispute with South
Korea—botharetied toitslongand ardu-
ous struggle toemerge from the pages of
history. The US and now Japan are cases
in point of the new dynamics in interna-
tional relations, where economics is a
powerful instrument of political arm-
twisting,and so is history.

DATA DRIVE
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Banks have been very slow in
passing on the benefits of the central
bank’s rate cuts to their customers. To
be sure,before Wednesday’s rate cut,
the central bank had cut the repo rate
by 75 basis points this year between
February and June. However,
the transmission of policy
rate cuts on fresh loans of
banks was only 29bps.
The earlier RBI
announcement to
benchmark new
floating rate loans to the

year deposits rate of the SBI is 6.5%,

the five-year post office term deposits
fetch 7.7% and Public Provident Fund
is fetching returns of 7.9%.
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INVOLVES US ALL

WORDS AND MEANING

PM’s address defines the new order for Jammu and Kashmir. It
frames new challenges, and faces the trust test on the ground

RIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi’s address to the nation, following his govern-

ment’s decision to read down Article 370, demote the status of Jammu and

Kashmir, and carve it up into two Union Territories, was keenly awaited. It was

expected, and hoped, that the speech would provide some answers in the af-
termath of a move as unilateral as it is consequential. The PM’s speech made certain key
assertions: That Kashmir’s destiny is intertwined with that of the rest of the country; that
Article 3701s now history; that there is no returning to status quo; that special status had
only bred corruption and nepotism and secessionism; that under Central rule, by imple-
mentation of Central laws and programmes, Kashmir would become prosperous and
peaceful. And that at an indeterminate point in the future, after Kashmiri youth have
stepped up to leadership roles, Kashmir may become a state again. Prominent in the PM’s
speech was alist of benefits, allowances and schemes that government employees in J&K
would be able to access because Kashmir is now a UT. He also told Pakistan — and the
world — that he had redrawn the red lines of Kashmir diplomacy.

The message was unequivocally clear. It was also important for what it didn’t say. The
PM made no mention of the words and sentiments that have consecrated the place of
another BJP prime minister in a troubled Valley’s political imagination — there was no
reference to Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s invocations of “Insaniyat, Jamhooriyat, Kashmiriyat”,
which PM Modi has himself echoed earlier. There was none of the soft play with ambi-
guity, which has always helped the Centre expand its space for manoeuvre in the Valley.
There was no reference even to PM Modi’s own assurance, delivered from the ramparts
of the Red Fort on an Independence Day two years ago: “Na goli se, na gaali se, Kashmir
ki samasya suljhegi gale lagaane se... (Kashmir’s problem will not be solved by abuse or
the bullet, but by embracing its people)”. Today in Kashmir, that embrace is needed, more
than ever. For, the promise of Good Governance will shape and be shaped by a political
setting that has seen violence, terrorism and a popular uprising for three decades now.
As he talks of a new generation of leaders in the Valley, PM Modi cannot be unaware of
the grim backdrop of his government’s making — the detention and arrest of mainstream
leaders, including former chief ministers Omar Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti, the snap-
ping of lines of communication between the Valley and the rest of the country.

In a state as broken as Kashmir, words do heal and yet they are never enough. Much
more needs to be said — and done — to assure Kashmir and the nation that the govern-
ment is mindful of the trust reposed by its enormous mandate in the world’s largest
democracy, that it does not intend to continue to impose its will on the Valley or be seen
torule it by diktat.

CLIMATE ON THE FARM

IPCC report shows how land use affects climate change. It must
not be used to target developing countries on global warming

REPORT RELEASED on Thursday by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change (IPCC) has concluded that better management of the world’s farms

and forests is necessary to tackle climate change. Land use has always been

part of conversations on climate change and activities like afforestation have
held an important place in the fight against global warming. But the discourse on com-
bating global warming has given more thrust to curbing vehicular and industrial emis-
sions. The IPCC report warns that clean energy, clean transport and reduction emissions
alone will not cut global emissions enough to avoid dangerous warming beyond 2 de-
grees Celsius. It points out that the global food system is responsible for 21 to 37 per cent
of the world’s GHG emissions.

About a quarter of the Earth’s ice-free land area is subjected to what the report de-
scribes as “human-induced degradation”. Rapid agricultural expansion has led to de-
struction of forests, wetlands and grasslands and other ecosystems. Soil erosion from
agricultural fields, the report estimates, is 10 to 100 times higher than the soil formation
rate. This has created spinoff effects. “When land is degraded, it becomes less produc-
tive, restricting what can be grown and reducing the soil’s ability to absorb carbon. This
exacerbates climate change, while climate change in turn exacerbates land degradation,”
says the report. Moreover, agriculture and allied activities like cattle rearing are major
sources of methane and nitrous oxide, far more dangerous GHGs than carbon dioxide.

The report is expected to be a key scientific input into forthcoming climate negotia-
tions, such as the Conference of the Parties of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification
in Delhi in September and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change Conference
(COP25) in Santiago, Chile, in December. If recent developments are any indicator, the
report could spur moves to pressure developing countries like India to ramp up their
global warming mitigation targets. This week the UN special envoy on climate change, Luis
Alfonso de Alba, reportedly expressed the hope that India will take up enhanced climate
commitment, including in areas such as agriculture. But the country, which seems well
on course to meeting its Paris Climate Pact targets, should be careful about taking up com-
mitments that hobble its agriculture sector. However, India — and other countries — could
do well to pay heed to the IPCC report’s recommendations on curbing land degradation
and soil erosion by improving knowledge systems.

THEY IS A PROBLEM

A new study finds that gender-neutral pronouns can increase
sensitivity. But grammar can be notoriously rigid

T'S PERHAPS BECAUSE their power is such a mirage, a well-perpetuated fraud, that
kings and priests have always understood the importance of pronouns. Royalty,
and even minor nobility, never call themselves “I” or are addressed as “you” —
“hum khush hue”, they will say, as if inherited privilege represents a collective.
In 2015, Sweden decided to adopt the term “hen”, a gender-neutral pronoun to be
used alongside “hon” and “han” (she and he) in the Swedish language. A study conducted
over three years by Efrén Pérez of the University of California and Margit Tavits at
Washington University published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences
found that gender-neutral depictions like the one in Sweden helped combat pro-men
biases and even increased sensitivity towards LGBTQI people. The study simply confirms
what many gender and queer rights activists have long argued, that the bias towards het-
erosexual men in particular, and gender binaries in general reinforces inequality. But is
fighting to change words, and grammar, the best battle to engage in the war for equality?
For some time now, there has been a search for a gender-neutral pronoun in English
as well. The latest candidate, “they”, is gaining some popularity among enlightened (or
“woke”) young people. But syntax is a hard thing to change, the plural pronoun does not
roll off the tongue nor sit well on a page. Sample: “They is happy about their new shoes.”
Language does, of course, evolve — just look at the number of Indian words in our erst-
while coloniser’s dictionaries. But it does not evolve as and when we please. In the mean-
time, faced with the fact that words do indeed oppress, it is important to endeavour to en-
sure that the limits of language are not the limits of decency.
N
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WORDLY WISE

ON CLIMATE CHANGE, WE OFTEN DON'T FULLY
APPRECIATE THAT IT IS A PROBLEM. WE THINK IT IS
A PROBLEM WAITING TO HAPPEN. — KOFI ANNAN

Sins of omission

Crucial questions about Centre’s action on Jammu and

Kashmir’s constitutional status remain unanswered

ON AUGUST 8, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi finally addressed the nation on recent
moves that fundamentally altered the char-
acter of Jammu and Kashmir and took the
country by surprise, indeed shock.

As one of those astonished and deeply
angered by the speed, stealth and force with
which far-reaching constitutional change has
been achieved, | had hoped to hear some ex-
planation for why his administration
deemed the move imperative, and even
more importantly, why it was made at this
time and carried through in this way, with
preventive arrests and detentions, flying in
40,000 additional troops for a security lock-
down of the Valley as well as neighbouring
districts in Jammu and Ladakh, tabling it in
Parliament without prior notice when a sig-
nificant number of Opposition MPs were
missing, many of whom had requested post-
ponement until they could reach Delhi.

The PM did not refer to these actions even
in passing. Though he did say that the secu-
rity lockdown would soon be lifted, he gave
no assurance of when. The government ear-
lier announced that the closure of telephone
lines and the internet would be relaxed on
Friday, but it has been extended. It is doubt-
ful if the PM’s Kashmiri “brothers and sisters”
would even have heard his speech.

Ihad also hoped, groundlessly, that Modi
would indicate that his other measures — de-
moting the state to union territory status and
voiding the terms of its relation to India
(Article 370) were time bound and of short
duration. He did give a vague assurance that
Jammu and Kashmir might one day regain
statehood, but the offer was so indetermi-
nate and hedged about with so many condi-
tions that it offered more warning than hope.

This is the first time in the history of inde-
pendent India that a state has been demoted
to a union territory (UT). The PM’s explana-
tion for an act of such far-reaching conse-
quences was astonishingly weak. It would
enable faster development, he said, because
now central laws and schemes would be ap-
plied. But there is no reason to believe that
UT status enables better implementation of
development programmes than statehood
does — of our UTs, only Goa (until 1987)and
Delhi can boast of high rates of development

As critics have pointed out,
what is the guarantee that
what has been done in
Kashmir will not be done
elsewhere, at the whim of
this or successive
administrations? The PM
did not address these
concerns either, and his
omission sent out the
message that the will of the
people is irrelevant when it
comes to Jammu and
Kashmir. The contrast
between this position
towards the majority
population and that towards
selected minorities in the
state could not be sharper. In
Leh, Jammu city and
amongst stranded refugees,
it is clear that though the will
of its people was not
solicited, they support this
move. All the rest, the Modi
administration appears to
believe, can go hang.

and the factors in each case have little to do
with administrative status. Indeed, develop-
ment grew further after the two acquired
legislatures.

The PM is willing to offer Jammu and
Kashmir alegislature — how generous — but
with severely truncated powers. The police
and civil administration will answer only to
the Centre, removing the political interface
thatacted as both a buffer and, if only in the-
ory, a check on unbridled power. I trust the
Union government understands that now it
and it alone will be to blame for any politi-
cal, security and administrative failures,
however large or small.

The potential fallout on security, which
should be a pressing concern, was simply
skated over. There is clear and present dan-
ger that Pakistan will exploit the current sit-
uation to flood the Valley with arms and re-
double infiltration attempts; equally, that
homegrown militancy will rise, if not in the
immediate term then certainly in the mid-
dle term. What steps does the Modis admin-
istration plan to prevent such an outcome,
apart from flooding the Valley with troops
and putting a lieutenant-governor in place,
neither of which are likely to prove effective?

The PM did touch on one substantive is-
sue, the voiding of Article 370, but here too
his arguments consisted of a string of asser-
tions without explanation. The critical ques-
tion — how will the terms of the Instrument
of Accession be codified if Article 370 is null?
— he simply ignored.

Instead, he said that Article 370 had been
a major impediment to Jammu and
Kashmir’s development because it en-
trenched corruption and nepotism. No ob-
jective analyst will deny that the state was
riddled with these twin evils, but so are a
large number of other Indian states and they
are not governed by Article 370. In fact, the
people of Jammu and Kashmir complain far
more loudly about these evils than do the
residents of other states, perhaps because in
their case corruption and nepotism are tied
to a situation of ongoing conflict, which has,
as in most conflict regions worldwide, pro-
duced a black economy. To think that corrup-
tion can be removed when violence persists
is merely hubris.

The bulk of Modi’s speech was a laundry
list of beneficial programmes to follow. Some
of these were initiated years ago — such as
scholarship schemes and inducements to in-
dustry to invest and Bollywood to make
movies — and faltered for the same reason
in each case, continuing violence.

The truth of the matter is that Jammu and
Kashmir is ahead of the bulk of other states
on development indicators such as food,
housing, health, education and even gender
(in some respects). The Modi administration
is doing no more than previous administra-
tions have done — throw money at a people
while taking away their political and human
rights.

With one great difference: This time it is
a full-scale denial of their rights, one which
raises acute concern about the vulnerability
of our democratic, federal and constitutional
structure. As critics have pointed out, what
is the guarantee that what has been done in
Kashmir will not be done elsewhere, at the
whim of this or successive administrations?

The PM did not address these concerns
either, and his omission sent out the mes-
sage that the will of the people is irrelevant
when it comes to Jammu and Kashmir. The
contrast between this position towards the
majority population and that towards se-
lected minorities in the state could not be
sharper. In Leh, Jammu city and amongst
stranded refugees, it is clear that though the
will of its people was not solicited, they sup-
port this move. All the rest, the Modi admin-
istration appears to believe, can go hang.

What has been perpetrated, in one fell
sweep, is a coup on the people of Jammuand
Kashmir. The prime minister’s speech sought
only to normalise the coup. Whether he will
succeed in doing sois up to us. Following the
craven failure of our parliamentarians to de-
bate the intentions, implications and method
used by the Modi administration in the past
week, and the widespread Indian support for
what has been done, the future for both
Kashmiris and Indian democrats seems
bleak.

Kumar is a former interlocutor for Jammu
and Kashmir and author of Paradise at War:
A Political History of Kashmir
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A LIFE IN LAw

Shamnad Basheer’s work in IP, academia, holds survival lessons for the liberal edifice

PRITAM BARUAH

INHABITING DUALITIES DEFINED Shamnad
Basheer. Nicola Lacey, biographer of the emi-
nent legal philosopher H L A Hart, wrote that
Hart was surely an insider to Oxford philoso-
phy, but always saw himself on the margins.
Memories of Basheer kindle something sim-
ilar: Inspiring students, intervening socially,
recognised publicly and yet, secluded and dis-
tant. His energy and innovative impulses
stemmed from a fertile yet tumultuous intel-
lectual and personal space.

We were colleagues, flatmates and friends.
Iadmired how despite his dilemmas, Basheer
inspired students. Whether in the successful
Increasing Diversity by Increasing Access
(IDIA) programme, the Spicy IP blog, or re-
search initiatives; students remained central
to his work: They worked incessantly on his
projects, voluntarily. IDIA volunteers would
undertake arduous journeys to train under-
privileged children. This did take a toll on com-
petitive law students, but with Basheer’s lead-
ership, they excelled academically and in
voluntary work: He instilled an ethic for vol-
untary work that will inspire generations.

Basheer’s energy shines through in his
multi-dimensional academic career, which
was marked by controversies and pathbreak-
ing achievements. Basheer studied at NLSIU
and Oxford, and taught inIndia and the US.He
lectured globally and was the most recognised
Indian in the world of intellectual property.

Fame, however, invites scrutiny. His work
was plagiarised by the Mashelkar Committee

I admired how despite his
dilemmas Basheer
personally inspired students.
Whether in the successful
Increasing Diversity by
Increasing Access (IDIA)
programme, the Spicy IP
blog, or research initiatives;
students remained central to
his work. And with Basheer’s
leadership, they excelled
both academically and in
voluntary work: He instilled
an ethic for voluntary

work that will inspire
generations to come.

Report on patent reforms for drugs, and
Basheer had generously dismissed it saying it
was for a public cause. However, it was his own
friends and peers from NLSIU who argued that
Basheer should have revealed his research
funders, some being stakeholders.

Basheer, however, was always irrepress-
ible. He increased public interest in IP law
through the Spicy IP blog, which he founded
in 2005. Simultaneously, he intervened in
publicissues on IP. Some of his notable inter-
ventions were those in favour of the rights of
disabled persons to access copyrighted ma-
terial, and the right of fair use by students in
the famous Delhi University photocopy case.

Basheer also walked the tightrope in the
Novartis case, concerning the patenting of the
life-saving drug Glivec. He was balancing intel-
lectual justification against public emotion,
proprietary rights against public welfare. The
Supreme Court heard himatlengthasan “ac-
ademic intervenor”. His arguments went a
long way in disallowing Glivec to be patented.
However, Basheer’s arguments were double-
edged for both sides. He was against Novartis
in concluding that Glivec did not qualify to be
aninvention, and against human rights groups
in concluding that excessive pricing was not
aground for patent denial. For those sceptical
of the neutrality of law and opinion, it is diffi-
cult to say where Basheer’s heart lay. But his
actions set a precedent to enrich judicial dis-
course through academic intervention.

Basheer and I had joined NUJS, Kolkata, at

its pinnacle. Mahendra Pal Singh had created
a free but rigorous intellectual environment:
Sound academics like Basheer and Sudhir
Krishnswamy were appointed as full-time
professors, fresh talent like Prabhash Ranjan
and Chinmayi Arun were nurtured. Basheer
tilled this fertile ground and, subsequently,
IDIA emerged. Its initial days witnessed both
opposition and support. There was talk of
Common Law Admission Test (CLAT) being
reformed: For it to vernacularise, be a test of
potential rather than information, blunt ad-
vantages of coaching, and, to bridge the ur-
ban-rural divide. IDIA, many of us argued,
would help get in some disadvantaged stu-
dents intoa system of privilege, and legitimise
itby paintingitas inclusive. Basheer took crit-
icism on board, but perhaps the visionary in
him saw that in our pathological democracy,
starting somewhere was more important
than starting ideally. Basheer has perhaps
been provenright today. Several students from
disadvantaged backgrounds continue to en-
ter the hallowed law schools.

Basheer’s emphasis onIDIA holds survival
lessons for the falling liberal edifice. He acted
onideas and inspired people; got himself en-
tangled with the daily life of law in an acces-
sible manner. He anticipated that intellectual
rigour needs popular succour inademocracy.
Else the ivory towers shall fall.

The writer is associate professor of law at
Jindal Global Law School

AuagusT 10,1979, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

MNF ATTACK

ARMED COMMANDOS OF the outlawed
Mizo National Front launched a three-
pronged attack on the Turial central jail near
Aizawl in the embattled union territory of
Mizoram, raided the Amarpur police sta-
tion in neighbouring Tripura and indulged
in looting and killing in the nearby market
of Amarpur last night, according to official
reports reaching Shillong. The security
guards at Turial central jail, put up a bold
defence and foiled an attempt by a com-
mand group of the MNF to free the under-
trial there. However, there were no casual-
ties in the exchange of fire which lasted
about 15 minutes. The hostiles later re-

treated into the nearby jungles.

UNIONS REJECT HIKE

DELHI UNITS OF the five main trade unions
rejected the Delhi administration’s offer to
raise the minimum wages of workers by Rs
26 to Rs 40 a month. The unions which have
five lakh members in the city, decided to go
ahead with their one-day strike on Saturday
to demand that the basic minimum wage be
increased from Rs 185.90 to Rs 350 a month.
They also want a dearness allowance of Rs
150 a month for the workers. The decision
was taken by the Joint Action Committee for
Minimum Wages made up of Delhi units of
the All-India Trade Union Congress, Centre of

Indian Trade Unions, Bharatiya Mazdoor
Sangh, Hind Mazdoor Sabha and the Indian
National Trade Union Congress.

NO CONG SUPPORT
ITWILLNOT be surprising if the Congress (1)
does not support the government when the
vote of confidence is taken on August 20.
Already there are pointers that the party may
change its stand — what a Congress (I) leader
calls “straws in the wind”. The party’s com-
mitment of “unconditional support” ended
when the new government was formed. Ten
Congress (I) MPs issued a statement on
Tuesday;, criticising the government and ask-
ing it to read “the writing on the wall”.
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Denting cynicism in Valley

Prime Minister Modi’s speech handled political differences
with finesse, showed sensitivity towards Kashmiris

SYED ATA HHASNAIN

WHAT PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi did
with his address to the nation was to return
the focus of his government’s decision
squarely to the internal domain. After
Pakistan’s extremely negative response, the
focus was in danger of getting hijacked to
the international domain, which would
have sent a negative message to the local
Kashmiri population. The address was per-
fectly timed because the question that was
arising was whether India would squander
the difficult decision at the altar of unneces-
sary triumphalism without looking at the
sensitivities of its implications.

Like many citizens, I too supported the
government’s decision but had one qualifi-
cation: I had always hoped that whenever
such a decision was taken, it would be with
complete political consensus. We have a
tremendous precedent for this. In the Joint
Parliamentary Resolution of February 22,
1994, all Indian political parties came to-
gether to communicate to the world that
every inch of the territory of Jammu and
Kashmir belonged to India and that the na-
tion would aspire to get it back. However,
the circumstances in terms of a fractured
polity exist today to a far greater extent, al-
though the geopolitical challenges are
somewhat similar. Through his address to
the nation, PM Modi kept the discourse of
political differences limited and handled it
with finesse.

A day after images of National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval sharing a meal with lo-
cals in Shopian hit the headlines, many peo-
ple were wondering when normalcy would
return, given the fact that routine events
which can disrupt peace in Kashmir were
approaching as a part of the calendar — eid
and Independence Day give anti-national
elements a chance to upset things and bring
turbulence to the environment. The NSA’s
presence in the field was appreciated as well
as met with cynicism. What the PM'’s ad-
dress did was to dent that cynicism. After
his Independence Day speech in 2017 —
with its references to “na goli se na gaali se”
— this address is the first one which shows
complete sensitivity towards the plight of
Kashmiris. The essence of the earlier
thoughts, along with current sentiments,
can actually mainstream the people of
Kashmir with India. It will, however, need
patience, the ability to execute outreach and
retain sensitivity in the face of Pakistan’s at-
tempts to enhance the alienation of the peo-
ple against India.

Before attempting to outline a rudimen-
tary strategy to achieve what the PM has
outlined, I need to mention two facets of
the government’s decision that will work
favourably. The first was mentioned by the
PM extensively in his address — the dilution
of J&K to union territory (UT) status. The PM
outlined how exactly J&K had been kept
away from development without adequate
central oversight. This was one of the ma-

jor lacunae responsible for the lack of de-
velopment, high levels of corruption and
lack of distribution of wealth to the com-
mon people. The UT status brings the region
under far greater political and bureaucratic
scrutiny, an aspect which perhaps got
missed out in the strategy of 1996 when it
was decided to counter Pakistan’s proxy war
through the early return of democracy. Of
course, then there were mindsets about the
special status of J&K being cast in iron.

The second facet, not noticed as much,
is the fact that the government undertook
a bifurcation of the state and not a trifurca-
tion. The latter was expected but did not
happen much to the chagrin of the people of
Jammu division and especially its strong po-
litical community. I think the people of
Jammu will ultimately thank the govern-
ment for this decision. Here is how I justify
it: Jammu’s linkages with Kashmir are his-
toric and deeply ingrained. The communi-
ties may temporarily be at odds with each
other due to extraordinary circumstances
but the mutual interests bound together in
the ties across the Pir Panjal are far in excess
of the prevailing negatives. Someone who
knows J&K well has obviously advised the
government. If a geographical division
would have taken place along the Pir Panjal,
it would have been perceived as a religious
division and that is something which would
have been exploited by adversaries.
Retaining the integrated nature and ulti-
mately returning the UT to the status of a
state in the same make up, mainstreaming
Kashmir through the Jammu route, will
work far better. In fact, the people of Jammu
would have done a yeoman service to the
nation for which we need to be grateful.

The PM also made a few
promises. What stood out
was the extension of central
government facilities for
staff and security personnel.
This must be executed early,
as one of the crucial
organisations which must
remain fully motivated is the
J&K Police. Its efficiency and
morale makes a difference.
The promise to return full
statechood should act as a
good motivator for the polity
and the people. Once the PM
has stated this, no other
reassurance is required.

R Sasikumar

The PM also made a few promises. What
stood out was the extension of central gov-
ernment facilities for staff and security per-
sonnel. This must be executed early, as one
of the crucial organisations which must re-
main fully motivated is the J&K Police. Its
efficiency and morale makes a difference.
The promise to return full statehood should
act as a good motivator for the polity and
the people. Once the PM has stated this, no
other reassurance is required. There is no
doubt that the PM'’s virtual soft power mes-
sage directly to the people would surely
have had an impact. How many in Kashmir
heard it with the current lockdown in place,
though, remains in doubt. The government
networks must spread the video through
social media and channels must telecast
recordings as soon as the networks in
Kashmir are restored.

Enhancing the self esteem of the
Kashmiri people and improving the gover-
nance to deliver quality administration ap-
pears the PM'’s clear intent. There are three
issues for his advisors to dwell upon. First,
develop a basic consensus and form a few
all-party committees for direct outreach to
the people. Second, make arrangements for
the empowerment of the panchayats to de-
liver grass roots governance. And third, re-
vamp a part of the J&K bureaucracy, bring-
ing highest quality administrators to the UT.
This will facilitate the PM’s promise of early
restoration of the state’s status. Finally, early
elections are needed. The can help the polity
of the sub-region rebuild its self esteem.

The writer, a former corps commander of
the Srinagar-based 15 Corps, is chancellor,
Central University of Kashmir

‘E\:;

NO PROOF REQUIRED

A case of lazy banking

High real interest rates have hurt economic growth

BY SURJIT S BHALLA

THIS TIME, MP does not mean Member of
Parliament, but monetary policy. What I want
todiscuss today is the fog surrounding mon-
etary policy in India. It used to be the case,
around the world, that a deliberate fog was
created around central bank speak. That
changed post the 2008 financial crisis. Central
banks around the world went for the three Cs
— clarity and consistency in communication.
ToaC, all advanced country central banks go
for the 3Cs. Among emerging economies I do
not know, but what I hear foreign investors
say is the developing world is much closer to
the advanced economies than to India.

Is India as different as claimed by “ex-
perts”? My own experience, and interpreta-
tion, is that India is very different because the
experts (perhaps including those at the central
bank)look at monetary policy very differently.
Most importantly, Indian experts look at the
monetary policy through nominal lenses; eco-
nomics is about the real world. After all, no-
body talks about nominal GDP growth; when
we discuss growth, it is growth adjusted for
inflation. Why don’t we do the same with the
monetary policy variable called the repo rate
—ortalk of real borrowing and lending rates?

On August 7, the RBI/MPC reduced the
reporate by 35 bp to 5.4 per cent. The first pub-
lication to be off to the races was Bloomberg
Quint which headlined its story “35 Basis Point
Cut Takes RBI Rate To 2010 Level”. The story
was accurate. In April 2010, the RBI raised the
repo rate to 5.25 per cent. CPlinflation at that
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time was 13.3 per cent, WPl inflation was 10.5
per cent, and the SBIlending rate was 11.8 per
cent. I[IP (Index of Industrial Production) was
growing at 13 per cent.

It certainly doesn’t take a weatherman
economist to figure out that the repo rate of
5.4 per centin August 2019 is noteven on the
same planetas April 2010, let alone be uttered
inthe same line. But there has been a surpris-
ing uniformity in the editorials in the pink
press, which have supported the RBI and the
MPC action (inaction) — in addition to getting
the simple fact of cost of money wrong. If I
were governor Shaktikanta Das, [ would be
worried. After every budget, the industry bod-
ies gives a strong heads up to whatever fiscal
policy package the government comes up
with. Out of 10, the ranking is always — good,
bad and ugly budgets, the same — a robust 9.
Alot of us (including the pink newspapers)
have criticised this hypocrisy and this “Big
Brother is watching” fear. This lack of objec-
tive analysis is worrisome. But why no objec-
tive analysis of RBI/MPCactions on the part of
the sheep newspapers?

What could the editorials have said? They
could have pointed out that inflation is phe-
nomenally low, and below the notional 4 per
cent target for now the third successive year.
While the nominal repo rate is the same as
2010, thereal reporateis at 2.6 per cent com-
pared to minus 8.1 per cent in April 2010.
Stated differently and equivalently, the cost
of capital (repo rate) today is nearly 11 per-

centage points (ppt) higher. SBI lent money
then at 11.75 per cent — today, the nominal
lending rate of SBIis higher (with much lower
inflation) by 2 ppt at 13.75 per cent.

The system s broke, including the experts
who report on the system. The same experts
blamed the lack of liquidity for the economic
slowdown, not the high real rates. Everyone
was shouting lack of liquidity as the cause for
slow and declining growth in 2018. With this
expertly felt lack of liquidity in 2018, indus-
trial production growth Jan-May 2018 aver-
aged 5.4 per cent. With ample liquidity (and all
the papers quoted above congratulated the
RBI for successfully introducing the much
needed liquidity in 2019), IIP growth has aver-
aged 1.9 per cent in 2019. The first five months
of 20101IP growth averaged 11.9 per cent. But
waita minute — weren't we coming out of the
2008 financial crisis and that is why [IP was so
high in 2010 and not because of real interest
rates? There is partial truth in that.

Let us compare the first five months of
2011 with 2019. Industrial production growth
then was 6.8 per cent; today it is at 1.6 per
cent. Real repo rate then minus 2.8 per cent,
today plus 3.4 per cent. Real SBI lending rate
then 3.6 per cent; today 11 per cent. Liquidity
then, ample; liquidity today, ample.

Das has been in office for only eight
months. Nevertheless few facts are relevant.
Eight months prior to Das’s arrival, inflation
had averaged 3.9 per cent, repo rate averaged
6.3 and the real repo rate averaged 2.4 per

cent. Over the last eight months, (till July
2019)inflation has averaged 110 bp lower 2.8
per cent; the repo rate has averaged 20 bp
lower at6.1 per cent, and the real repo rate 90
bp higher. I forgot to add — liquidity very
stressed in 2018 (according to many experts,
that was the cause for the slowdown) and
very ample in 2019.

Every monetary statistic contradicts the
expert assessment that monetary policy is re-
ducing the cost of money. It is simple math
really —if inflation goes up by 10 per cent,and
my cost of borrowing goes up by 5 per cent,
the cost of money has come down. And just
the opposite when inflation declines more
than the repo rate. Why is this simple math
seemingly not understood by experts?

There are additional factors constraining
growth in 2019 and beyond. Tariff wars have
intensified, world growth has slowed down,
and our competitors are lowering real rates
and lowering tax rates. We are raising both.
The expert media fully recognises (most of
them do) that higher tax rates in a slowing
economy will slow GDP growth even more.
But why this arrogant dismissal of the one fac-
tor the rest of 180 countries find the most po-
tent cyclical, and structural factor, to enhance
growth? Why do experts endorse lazy bank-
ing as a solution to our growth problems?

Bhallais contributing editor, The Indian
Express. See the full article at
indianexpress.com
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“In the first eight weeks, police fired 160 rubber bullets and 1,000 rounds of
teargas. On Monday, they came close to matching those figures in a single day.
Meanwhile Beijing issues barely veiled threats, such as the mass drill of12,000

riot police in Shenzhen.”

—THE GUARDIAN

Jaipal and Sushma,
my comrades

They left an indelible imprint on the national
canvas. They will continue to inspire
generations to come

ENKAIAH INAIDU

THE PASSING AWAY of two distinguished
and dear friends, Jaipal Reddy and Sushma
Swaraj, within 10 days has left me with a
sense of loss. Jaipal Reddy, 77, and Sushma
Swaraj, 67, were more like my siblings —
Jaipal was an elder brother and Sushma, a
younger sister. They were outstanding par-
liamentarians, able administrators and
brilliant orators. Both had several similar-
ities and their share of differences; simi-
larities include their abilities, disabilities
and their long and successful stints in pub-
lic life.

Jaipal Reddy was handicapped by po-
lio, but he never let it dampen his spirits.
By his words, deeds and accomplishments,
he epitomised the real meaning of “differ-
ently-abled” and proved to be extraordi-
narily able. I have asked him if he took any
conscious effort to demonstrate that he
was not constrained by his physical dis-
ability. He would say it was the spirit that
mattered — the physical disability didn’t
make any difference to his indomitable
spirit. His life was a saga of an irrepressible
creative spirit that transcended all obsta-
cles to soar to great heights.

Jaipal was a great orator and an intel-
lectual giant, with the ability to analyse
each and every issue. With razor-sharp in-
tellect and sparkling wit, he was a power-
ful spokesperson of the party he belonged
to. He was an excellent speaker in English
and Telugu. Both of us used to sit next to
each other in Andhra Pradesh assembly
and enjoyed exchanging notes. The ruling
party members used to call us Tirupati
Venkata Kavulu, comparing us to the two
famous Telugu poets who used to com-
pose poems in close collaboration.

Sushma defied a socially ordained dis-
ability — in our socio-political milieu,
there are several impediments in the way
of women getting their due. She overcame
formidable social barriers by words, deeds
and accomplishments, just like Jaipal.
Born in the orthodox social order of
Haryana, she rose from being the
youngest Cabinet minister in the state
government to become the first full-term
external affairs minister of our country. It
was no mean achievement.

In terms of their differences, Jaipal and
Sushma belonged to different ideological
streams. But the course of political events
brought them together, for a short period
though, when they were in the Janata Party
after the Emergency. Both were strongly
bound by their unflinching commitment to
making India what it deserved to be.

Jaipal and I were fellow travellers for a
considerable period in the politics of
united Andhra Pradesh. We were com-
rades in arms in stirring the proceedings
of the legislative assembly. We were vocif-

erous in taking up issues of public impor-
tance and highlighting the omissions and
commissions of the government of the
day. Being senior to me in the assembly, he
was a kind of friendly guide when I entered
the AP assembly for the first time in 1978.
We used to meet daily over sumptuous
breakfast at each other’s homes to discuss
and set the agenda for the day. And the day
used to end with media persons checking
with us if their headlines for the next day
based on our interventions in the assembly
were okay.

Though born in a feudal family, Jaipal
had acquired a modern equity and rights-
based perspective that propelled his po-
litical life. He never compromised on the
core moral and political values and never
hesitated to raise his voice against the po-
litical establishment to which he belonged
toand its leadership. We used to often dis-
cuss the transformation and evolution of
the polity of our country.

Sushma was my soulmate in politics.
We struck a strong bond of kinship, which
strengthened over the years. When I went
to pay my last respects to Sushma, her
daughter Bansuri burst into tears and re-
called her mother telling her, “I come back
relieved every time I meet Venkaiahji as |
effortlessly unwind myself of all the bur-
densome thoughts like a sister does
with her elder brother.” Cruel destiny
has snatched away an affectionate sister
from me.

I was associated with Sushma'’s polit-
ical journey and its twists and turns. In
1999, when I was in charge of Karnataka,
she readily agreed to my suggestion to
contest from Bellary in Karnataka and
while [ was in charge of Delhi from the
party, she accepted the chief ministership
of Delhi. She was gritty and graceful, both
in victory and defeat.

Sushma had endeared herself to the
Indian masses. She was seen as the epit-
ome of Indian culture and a true represen-
tative of the core values of our country. Her
attire, mannerisms, choice of words,
modes of expression, effusive warmth and
affection, politeness, demonstrated re-
spect for seniors and elders, articulation
skills based on the strength of conviction,
force of logic and speaking without hurt-
ing others, made her one of the most affa-
ble political leaders of modern times. She
won the respect and admiration of politi-
cal leaders from across party lines and the
people at large.

Both Jaipal and Sushma belonged to
that group of political leaders who had
strong convictions based on their vast
knowledge and rich experience. They can
serve as role models for younger politi-
cians. In fact, their eloquent, reasoned and
impassioned speeches must be studied by
young politicians.

Their physical forms are no longer with
us and their voice will no longer be heard.
However, they continue to live in their stir-
ring speeches and insightful writings.
Those memorable moments, embedded
in our national consciousness for eternity,
will continue to inspire many and for long.

The writer is vice-president of India

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CONGRESS, DISSENT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Coming
apart’ (IE, August 9). The editorial criti-
cised the divergent stands of Congress
party members on the political develop-
ments in Jammu and Kashmir. Some
partyleaders took a stand different from
the “partyline”. Dissent is an integral part
of democracy and it should be encour-
aged. Anti defection law and presiden-
tial style elections make politicians, es-
pecially the elected politician, a puppet of
the “party line”.

Suchak D Patel, Ahmedabad

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Coming
apart’ (IE, August 9). The confusion in
the grand old party regarding its leader-
shipis being reflected in the contradic-
tory voices of Congressmen in response
to the developments in Jammu and
Kashmir. With the Opposition in disar-
ray, a unified stand against the Centre’s
abrogation of the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir appears a far cry.
Vijai Pant Hempur

NEED OF THE HOUR

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Silence of
the successful’ (IE, August9).The need
of the hour in the country is to focus
on stabilising Kashmir rather than
telling the people of the Valley that the
government is vindictive and venge-
ful. It is also important to understand
that the Babri masjid demolition, com-
pletely unethical, was carried out by a
mob, not the government. Comparing
that incident with a decision of the

LETTER OF
THE WEEK

FOOD UNITES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Eat,pray,love’ (IE, August2).The
Upanishads describe food as
god. Any food item is composed
of ingredients which come
mostly from agricultural lands
which have been worked upon
by several workers. It is quite
likely that all such people do not
have a single religious belief. To
a hungry or thirsty man, food is
greater than religion. Sujata’s
food was precious for Gautama
on his way to becoming Lord
Buddha. Who was Sujata? That
would be a foolish question.
Tapomoy Ghosh, Kolkata

government makes no sense.
Vatsal Chaudhary, Delhi

HUMANE LEADER

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A dear
leader’ (IE, August 8). Sushma Swaraj will
be remembered more for being humane
thanasapolitician, even though she was
a towering figure in Indian politics. As
Leader of the Oppositionin the Lok Sabha,
she played a key role in discrediting the
UPA government, paving the way for the
BJP’s victory in 2014.

Mona Singh, Amritsar
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Early elections and full statehood are essential
to the total integration of J&K with India

tion on Thursday may not have reached its prim-

ary audience in Jammu and Kashmir which was in
blackout. But he did well by speaking out on his deci-
sion to revoke its special status, and divide it into two
Union Territories. Considering the secrecy and disin-
formation that preceded the decision that he rightly
characterised as historic, and the triumphalism among
his supporters that followed, the address was reassur-
ing. The promises he made will be checked against de-
livery in the coming months, not only by the people of
J&K but also by the rest of India and other countries. In
his 37-minute address, Mr. Modi promised restoration
of statehood to J&K once normalcy returned, a partici-
patory election, and growth in employment, commerce
and opportunities in general for them. The PM urged
industrialists to set up shop, and film-makers to shoot
in the Valley, and asked people there to integrate with
the global community. He even offered a catalogue of
products and services that could make the State attrac-
tive in the global market. While these are desirable ob-
jectives, the PM could start with what is exclusively
within his powers to effect — to call for fresh election
and restore statehood at the earliest. While an elected
government itself will be a sign of improvement in the
situation, it will also make normalcy more organic. Re-
vocation of statehood was unjustified in the first place,
and its restoration must be immediate.

What actually triggered separatism and terrorism in
J&K — whether the special status and autonomy it was
granted by the Constitution, or the gradual erosion of
these concepts over decades — is a difficult question,
but the BJP has always claimed to have known the answ-
er. The PM reiterated that position, stating that Articles
370 and 35A gave only “separatism, nepotism and cor-
ruption to the people of J&K”. Additionally, he also said
these were hurdles in the region’s development; and
now that these are removed, an era of development and
progress could be ushered in. While the charges of cor-
ruption and nepotism are true to an extent, there is no
reason to suggest that J&K has been any worse than oth-
er States in this respect. The implied reductionism in
the address that political aspirations may be a price
worth paying for material progress may not be a demo-
cratic path to progress. No other formation in India is
more vociferous than the BJP on questions of culture,
heritage and faith. National integration is essential for
peace, stability and progress, and uniform develop-
ment across regions, but this is not synonymous with
an enforced cultural homogeneity. J&K needs a repre-
sentative government and full statehood urgently for
normalcy and integration with the Indian Union.

[ )rime Minister Narenda Modi’s address to the na-

Taking on the mob

Rajasthan’s laws on lynching, ‘honour killing’
are inevitable responses to rising hate crimes

t is possible to argue that there is no need to create
Inew criminal offences for ‘lynching’ and ‘honour

killing’ because they remain plain murders. These
are already punishable with death or life imprison-
ment. Yet, mob lynching and murderous attacks on
young couples in the name of preserving family or com-
munity honour have emerged as preponderant social
evils. It is but inevitable that societies come up with
new ways of combating such hate crimes. Rajasthan has
made bold to grapple with these two crimes by passing
special penal laws. Vigilante mobs have unleashed a
wave of crimes in the name of cow protection and pre-
venting the sale of beef or transport of cattle; the spread
of rumour and attempts to establish sectarian domi-
nance have also contributed to this disturbing pheno-
menon. The Supreme Court zeroed in on the nub of the
trend when it spoke of “rising intolerance and growing
polarisation” in a judgment last year. It also mooted a
special law to criminalise it and “instil a sense of fear”
among those too quick to form a lynch mob. The pas-
sage of the Protection from Lynching Bill, 2019, makes
Rajasthan the second State, after Manipur, to imple-
ment the suggestion. A positive feature is that it closely
resembles the Manipur law in the way “lynching” is de-
fined. It covers any act of violence, whether spontane-
ous or planned, by a mob on the grounds of religion,
race, caste, sex, place of birth, language, dietary prac-
tices, sexual orientation, political affiliation or ethnici-
ty. And two persons are enough to constitute a ‘mob’.

According to the State’s Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter, 86% of mob lynching incidents reported in India af-
ter 2014 were in Rajasthan. The Bill says that when a
mob attack ends in death, it is punishable with life im-
prisonment and a fine of up to %5 lakh. There are lesser
terms for causing injuries. As directed by the Supreme
Court, the Bill provides for appointment of a nodal of-
ficer to prevent lynching and for district police chiefs to
act as coordinators. It ensures compensation to victims
and rehabilitation measures for those displaced. The
opposition BJP, on expected lines, contended that the
Bill was being brought in a hurry to please a commun-
ity. However, it is a fact that Muslims have been prime
targets of lynch mobs. The party’s fulmination against
the other Bill that prohibits interference in the “free-
dom of matrimonial alliances in the name of honour
and tradition” was equally bereft of substance, as it cit-
ed societal norms and cultural practice to oppose the
progressive law. In effect, it was batting for khap pan-
chayats that seek to interdict inter-caste marriages. The
Bill provides for both death and life imprisonment for
killing in the name of honour, but it is doubtful if courts
will look at all such murders as among the ‘rarest of rare
cases’ that warrant the resort to the death penalty.

[ncisive interventions that blunt the RTTs edge

With the kernel of the Information Act under threat, the independence of the information commission is in peril

SUHRITH PARTHASARATHY

en we describe India as
a democracy what do we
really mean? Are we re-

ferring merely to a system of pop-
ular sovereignty founded in un-
iversal adult franchise? Or are we
suggesting something more — per-
haps an assurance, grounded in
the Constitution, of a set of rights,
of the rights, among others, to a
freedom of expression, life and
personal liberty, and equal oppor-
tunity and status?

These are questions, as Astra
Taylor argues in her remarkable
new book, Democracy May Not Ex-
ist, But We’ll Miss It When It’s Gone,
that we must perpetually ask our-
selves. If nothing else to remind
oneself that while there can be
reasonable disagreements over
how a republic ought to be struc-
tured, seeing democracy as purely
an enforcement of majoritarian
will, where the only end in mind is
the selection of a representative
government, leads to self-rule “be-
coming not a promise but a
curse”. Evidence throughout his-
tory has shown us that just results
do not necessarily follow from a
simple guarantee of equal status
enshrined in a right to vote. The
wealthy and the dominant classes
find uncanny ways to ensure con-
centration of power. Democracy,
therefore, has to percolate beyond
the bare promises of formal politi-
cal equality.

It is to this end that India’s Con-
stitution provides a framework for
governance by pledging to people
a set of inviolable guarantees. But

realising the full value of those
guarantees at times requires a par-
ley with the state. It was one such
long battle, fought over nearly two
decades, driven by the unstinting
efforts of the Mazdoor Kisan Shak-
ti Sangathan, that resulted in the
enactment in 2005 of the Right to
Information Act (RTI Act). By any
account, the law proved transfor-
mative to India’s democracy; it re-
volutionised the citizen’s ability to
engage with the state, arming peo-
ple with a mechanism to ferret out
some of the truth from the govern-
ment’s otherwise secretive opera-
tions.

Deep-reaching amendments
Today, though, the kernel of the
RTI Act is under threat. New
amendments have been passed
without subjecting the draft law to
scrutiny by a parliamentary com-
mittee. A feature common to every
law enacted by Parliament in its
present session, this portends the
reduction of governance to a form
of democracy by crude acclama-
tion. The changes made include an
alteration to the term in office of
the information commissioners
(ICs) and to the manner of deter-
mination of their salaries. In place
of the existing five-year term ac-
corded to the Central Information
Commissioner (CIC) and the va-
rious ICs the law grants to the Un-
ion government the power to noti-
fy their terms through executive
regulations. What is more, the
amendment deletes the RTI Act’s
mandate that the salary paid to the
CIC and the ICs ought to be equiv-
alent to that paid respectively to
the Chief Election Commissioner
and the Election Commissioners
(ECs). Now, the salary, allowances,
and terms and conditions of ser-
vice of the CIC and the ICs will be
determined by executive guide-
lines.
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On its face, a reading of these
amendments might not strike us
as being especially harmful. The
changes may appear to be nothing
more than matters of legislative ni-
ceties. But the RTI Act is not an or-
dinary statute. It is a law that enli-
vens and animates the basic right
to freedom of information. Alth-
ough such a right is not enumerat-
ed in the Constitution, the Su-
preme Court has repeatedly
affirmed its position as intrinsic to
the right to freedom of expression
(for example, in PUCL v. Union of
India, 2004).

It might be difficult to see the
merit in this finding if we take de-
mocracy to mean governance by
the many and nothing more. But
as the courts have wisely recog-
nised, information often acts as a
great leveller; it helps anchor de-
mocratic action. Therefore, for de-
mocracy to be valuable, citizens
must possess a right to freely ex-
press themselves. It ought to fol-
low then that it is only when citi-
zens have a right to know what the
state is up to, where governance is
transparent, can their speech have
genuine meaning; only then can
they constructively participate in
the veritable marketplace of ideas.

It was with a view to giving ef-
fect to these constitutional promis-
es that the RTI Act was formulated.
Extensive debate was held both in

Parliament and within parliamen-
tary committees before it was de-
cided that public authorities ought
to be mandated by law to making a
series of voluntary disclosures on
their structure, their functioning,
and their financial management.
Besides this basic directive, citi-
zens are also empowered under
the RTI Act to seek and obtain any
information from public authori-
ties, barring a few exempted cate-
gories such as information which
might affect the sovereignty of the
country or private information
which might have a bearing on a
person’s right to privacy.

Ferreting out the truth

This freedom to secure informa-
tion that the law provides has, in
many ways, redesigned the struc-
ture of India’s democratic gover-
nance. It has helped open the go-
vernment up to greater scrutiny.
For example, it was through a res-
ponse to a request made under the
RTI Act that it was discovered that
between 2006 and 2010 more
than 700 crore had been diverted
from Delhi’s special component
plan, intended for the develop-
ment of Scheduled Caste com-
munities, to projects related to the
Commonwealth Games. More re-
cently, an exposé by Rohini Mohan
into the horrifying processes of
the “Foreigners Tribunal” in As-
sam was made on the back of se-
curing information through the
RTI Act. Even there, as Ms. Mohan
has pointed out, only five out of
the 100 functioning tribunals re-
plied to requests for copies of the
orders delivered.

It is when a plea for information
goes unheeded that the CIC and
the ICs play an especially vital
role. Should the initial request for
information made to a public in-
formation officer, designated by
each public authority, fail, the pe-

titioner is entitled to lodge an ap-
peal to an authority within the de-
partment concerned. Should that
entreaty fail too — and it often does
since this is a virtually illusory re-
medy — a further appeal can be
made to the office of the CIC or the
State Information Commission.

Until now, the RTI Act granted
an acceptable level of indepen-
dence to ICs. By placing their
terms of service on a par with
those of the ECs the law insulated
the ICs from political influence.
This protection was not dissimilar
to the autonomy accorded to
members of the higher judiciary.
The basic idea remained the same:
security in office is imperative if
members must intervene without
fear or favour to ensure that the
law’s mandate is met.

It could well be argued that the
RTI Act, in its original form, was
far from flawless, especially in that
it did not do enough to open up
public authorities to complete
scrutiny. But the present amend-
ments, far from strengthening the
existing regime, subvert the inde-
pendence of the information com-
mission. The delegation of the
power to fix the tenure and the sal-
aries of the CIC and the ICs to the
political executive places the infor-
mation commission’s autonomy in
a state of peril. With the withering
of that independence, the right to
freedom of information also be-
gins to lose its thrust. Ultimately,
therefore, the new amendments
represent a classic piece of totali-
tarian legerdemain. Democracy,
to borrow the American philo-
sopher Cornel West’s conception,
demands a “leap of faith”. If the
new amendments are allowed to
stand, making that leap becomes
all the more implausible.

Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate
practising at the Madras High Court

Not the final word from Islamabad and Delhi

There are already signs t

VANSHA]J RAVI JAIN

he publication of the Inter-
Tnational Court of Justice’s

award in the Kulbhushan
Jadhav case on July 17, 2019 was
heralded by both India and Pakis-
tan as a victory to their side; the
truth probably lies somewhere in
between. The award vindicated In-
dia’s claims on merit, concurring
that Pakistan was guilty of multi-
ple violations of the Vienna Con-
vention on Consular Relations
(VCCR): by failing to inform Mr.
Jadhav of his rights under Article
36 of the treaty, by neglecting to
notify India of his arrest without
delay, and by denying him consu-
lar access. Nonetheless, the ICJ re-
jected India’s claims on two cru-
cial grounds: fair trial rights and
remedy.

The bedrock

Much of India’s case hinged on Ar-
ticle 14 of the International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR), which guarantees indivi-
duals the right to a fair trial. By
convicting Mr. Jadhav through a
military tribunal, using video evi-
dence of a confession obtained un-
der coercive circumstances, and
by denying Indian consular offic-
ers the opportunity to arrange for
his legal representation, India ar-

hat the Kulbhushan Jadhav case between Pakistan and India might return to the ICJ

gued that the Pakistani state had
employed an unjust procedure in
his trial. Predictably, however, the
ICJ chose to hinge its jurisdiction
in this case on Article 1 of the Op-
tional Protocol to the VCCR, which
grants the ICJ compulsory jurisdic-
tion only over disputes arising out
of the application or interpreta-
tion of the Consular Convention.
The unfortunate consequence of
this choice was that disputes per-
taining to violations of other inter-
national law norms, such as the
human rights obligations under
the ICCPR, were ruled to be out-
side the remit of the ICJ’s jurisdic-
tion. India’s attempts to have the
ICCPR piggyback on the VCCR, by
claiming that the latter was also, in
essence, a human rights treaty
and by asserting that the inclusion
of the ICCPR was necessary for an
effective remedy, were rejected
out of hand.

Issue of remedies

The more troubling aspect of the
ICJ’s award, from the Indian per-
spective, concerns the ICJ’s deci-
sion on remedies. It denied India’s
prayer to set aside Mr. Jadhav’s
conviction by the military tribu-
nal, and for his release. Instead, it
ruled that the appropriate remedy
would be for Pakistan to carry out
an “effective review and reconsid-
eration” of the tribunal’s convic-
tion and sentence. What this
means, in simpler terms, is that
Pakistan will have to provide Mr.
Jadhav a judicial mechanism to as-
sess the prejudice caused to him
by a denial of consular access, and

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

=N

to reconsider (and possibly alter)
his sentence and conviction based
on its findings.

While not entirely unforeseea-
ble, this decision is worrying for
several reasons. First, this remedy
carries a fraught history: it has on-
ly ever been used before by the ICJ
in LaGrand and Avena, which in-
volved an identical denial of con-
sular access to nationals of Germa-
ny and Mexico, respectively, by
the United States. Crucially, the
unsatisfactory implementation of
this remedy and the weak review
mechanisms provided by the U.S.
in response to the ICJ’s decision in
both cases have been widely noted
in academic literature. Second,
the remedy does little to account
for the violation of Mr. Jadhav’s
fair trial rights. This means that
the review procedure Pakistan
opts for might well be one carried
out by a military tribunal, and also
one that continues to rely on the
allegedly-forced video confession.
But perhaps the most troubling as-
pect of this remedy, and the one
that makes it most ripe for further
litigation, is that it is intrinsically
ambiguous.

Apart from asserting that the re-

view and reconsideration of Mr.
Jadhav’s conviction “must be ef-
fective”, the ICJ has offered little
guidance on how it must be car-
ried out. It is known, from the Ave-
na judgment, that providing Mr.
Jadhav access to a clemency peti-
tion (as Pakistani law does) is an
insufficient form of review, since it
does not entail the use of a judicial
mechanism. The Pakistani Su-
preme Court, in Said Zaman Khan
v. Federation of Pakistan, ruled
that the state’s civilian courts
could only review the decision of a
military tribunal on the narrow
grounds of coram non judice (i.e.,
an absence of jurisdiction) or mala
fides (bad faith). It is unlikely that
Mr. Jadhav’s denial of VCCR rights
falls under either category. Howev-
er, the decision in Said Zaman
Khan is under review, following
the Peshawar High Court’s at-
tempts to widen it in 2018, in the
Abdur Rashid case.

Heading back to The Hague?
The outcome of the latter case
may well portend the use of a civi-
lian review mechanism for Mr. Jad-
hav’s case. Even if the Rashid case
fails, Pakistan could potentially be
required to alter their laws to pro-
vide a more effective review me-
chanism for decisions of military
tribunals: a fact alluded to by the
ICJ, which stated that “Pakistan
shall take all measures to provide
for effective review and reconsid-
eration, including, if necessary, by
enacting appropriate legislation”
[emphasis added].

Ultimately, though neither state

will admit it, the Jadhav decision
will be a bitter pill to swallow for
both India and Pakistan. For Pakis-
tan, making a significant alteration
to its legal system would amount
to an admission that the ICJ’s jud-
gement was a public admonition
of Pakistan’s judicial review me-
chanism: a prospect Pakistan is
unlikely to welcome. For India,
any review mechanism that fails to
acquit Mr. Jadhav will be seen as
procedurally unsound, and an at-
tempt by Pakistan to further shirk
its international legal responsibili-
ties. It does not help that both
countries have dug themselves in-
to holes by thoroughly politicising
the ICJ’s verdict.

The likely consequence is that,
irrespective of what review me-
chanism Pakistan implements,
both nations will be soon be back,
knocking on the door of the Inter-
national Court: the ICJ’s Statute al-
lows parties to approach the court
again, asking it to interpret its
judgment. Signs of this outcome
can already be witnessed, with Pa-
kistan refusing India unimpeded
access to Mr. Jadhav through a
note verbale issued mere weeks af-
ter the ICJ’s decision. India’s coun-
sel, Harish Salve, has publicly stat-
ed that the state will not hesitate to
return to the ICJ if Pakistan’s con-
duct proves to be unsatisfactory. It
is increasingly likely that we ha-
ven’t heard the last of the Jadhav li-
tigation. For now, however, the
ball remains in Pakistan’s court.

Vanshaj Ravi Jain is a DPhil candidate and
Rhodes Scholar at the University of Oxford
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Pakistan’s stance
Strange as it might seem,
the reverberations over the
Central government’s
decision to abrogate
Articles 35A and 370 and
re-designate Jammu and
Kashmir as a Union
Territory appear to be felt
more in neighbouring
Pakistan than in the
Kashmir Valley itself
(Editorial, “Knee-jerk”,
August 9). A flurry of
activity has been witnessed
in Pakistan — expulsion of
the Indian envoy, bilateral
trade coming to a halt, and
even a refusal to grant
consular access to
Kulbhushan Jadhav. What is
even more of an oddity is
Pakistan which has
absolutely no locus standi
as far as Kashmiri affairs are
concerned also threatening
to take the matter to the
United Nations Security

Council. India has to thwart
all efforts by Pakistan to
meddle in our internal
affairs.

C.V. ARAVIND,
Bengaluru

m Before it rushed ahead with
snapping trade ties with
India, debt-ridden Pakistan
should have understood that
trade is a basic need for
employment and income
generation for its people.
Also reorganising its own
State is India’s internal
matter. Even on the
diplomatic front, the rest of
the subcontinent has
recognised this as fact.
Pakistan must shun its policy
of state-sponsored terrorism
as it is already on the grey list
of international donor
agencies for terror-financing.
It should continue to engage
in talks with India at the
bilateral level and resolve all

pending issues.

HARVINDER SINGH CHUGH,
Jalandhar City, Punjab

Bank nationalisation
None can dispute the
beneficial impact of bank
nationalisation on the Indian
economy but let us not forget
that everything is transient in
its time and place (Editorial
page, “Economic milestone
and a poignant anniversary”,
August 9). There are obvious
unwanted consequences and
developments that call for
change now. The
recommendations of the
Narasimham Committees on
banking sector reforms in
the 1990s deserve a closer
look. The point of non-
performing assets, the
inherent deficiency of public
sector banking in many areas
and new issues require a
holistic look. Other issues
include mergers of banks,

the structure of non-banking
financial companies and
small- and medium-
enterprises, holistic
consolidation in banking and
industrial structures. Change
is of the essence.

K.U. MADA,
Mangaluru

= The fact that much of the
growth of agricultural credit
since 2001 has been
cornered by “big agri-
business farms and
corporate houses located in
urban and metropolitan
centres” goes against the
basic credo of
nationalisation. Other points
in the article highlight the
need to expand the rural
banking network and
instructional credit. That
privatisation of nationalised
banks is a panacea for all the
ills of the banking sector
would spell disaster for the

rural economy. It would be
far more prudent to correct
systemic faults that have
crept in the sector in the
course of the last 50 years
than reversing a policy
measure that has made
financial inclusion a reality.
Even merger to create a few
leviathans may prove to be
counter productive.

KOSARAJU CHANDRAMOULI,
Hyderabad

Green ambassador
Striking a balance between
environmental concerns and
development is no doubt
difficult, but the photograph
of a nine-year-old girl in
Manipur crying over felled
trees as a result of a road
widening project in that State
is anguish and distress that
anyone who is
environmentally conscious
can understand (‘Life’ page,
“Girl who cried over felled

trees is Manipur’s green
ambassador”, August 9).
However, the gesture of the
Manipur government in
making her a green
ambassador, offering 20
saplings to her and extending
her other concessions, will
go a long way in not only
assuaging her distraught
feelings but also making it
clear that there exists a
government that cares for its
citizens. That the Chief
Minister himself intervened
in the matter is gratifying.
The incident needs to be
highlighted in all educational
institutions so that the
younger generation is
encouraged to do its bit in
the protection of the
environment.

V. SUBRAMANIAN,
Chennai

MORE LETTERS ONLINE:
www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/
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In Beed, a harvest of crushed hopes

Maharashtra’s drought-stricken district of Beed hit the headlines recently when reports emerged of an unusually high rate of hysterectomies among its women,
especially those who migrate to nearby districts to cut sugar cane. Jyoti Shelar pieces together their story as the State administration carries out an investigation

t 34, Sangeeta Kale from Maha-
Arashtra’s Beed district is a mother

of two college-going sons, aged 19
and 17. Married off to a sugar-cane cut-
ter at the age of 13 even before she had
hit puberty, Kale had little inkling of the
hard life ahead. Kale, who had her first
child when she was just 16, worked
through her pregnancy with husband
Sadashiv in the fields of western Maha-
rashtra, sometimes spending up to 16
hours cutting and loading the cane crop
into trucks during the harvesting
months — October to March. Her life re-
mained the same after her first and se-
cond deliveries and subsequent years.

However, she found the routine back-
breaking work daunting on days her
menstrual cycle set in, as the fields had
no toilets. She couldn’t take leave for
fear of being heavily penalised. Finally,
fed up with these troubles and other re-
current gynaecological issues ranging
from white discharge to pain, Kale un-
derwent hysterectomy — uterus-remo-
val surgery — last July.

Just like Kale, many women, some of
whom are just in their 20s, in Beed have
undergone this life-altering procedure,
which is otherwise prescribed only for a
handful of medical conditions and often
performed as a last resort.

What is even more shocking is that
Kale was the seventh woman in her ex-
tended family, living in Beed’s Umrad Ja-
hagir village, to have undergone the op-
eration. “Frustrated with period pain,
white discharges and foul smell, when I
approached a doctor, I was told my ute-
rus was damaged and hysterectomy was
the way out,” says Kale.

The drought-stricken Beed district in
Maharashtra’s Marathwada region came
under the scanner this May after reports
came to light about the unusually high
rate of hysterectomies among its wo-
men, especially among those who mi-
grate to neighbouring districts to work
as sugar-cane cutters.

State figures say that in three years
(2016-2019), as many as 4,605 women
have had their uterus removed in Maha-
rashtra. Civil rights organisations allege
that the hysterectomy rate in Beed is 14
times more than that for the State or the
country. In Umrad Jahagir village where
the Kales reside, the number of ‘womb-
less women’ now stands at 50.

Pushed into debt

Sitting on the floor of her tin-roofed
shanty, Kale, slightly under five-feet tall,
points towards her back and knees.
“The uterus-removal surgery has no
doubt relieved me from the menstrual
cramps and vaginal discharge, but it has
brought along back and joint pain. On
many days, the pain is unbearable. It’s
like I have aged at a greater speed,” she
says.

“The doctor assured me that remov-
ing the uterus was the best option.
Though I was taking medication, my in-
fections were recurring. I had already
undergone a sterilisation surgery, so
there was anyway no scope of having
more children. Hysterectomy seemed
like the right thing to do. But later, the
after-effects started,” rues Kale, who
missed out on the last sugar-cane cut-
ting season as she was bedridden for
three months after the procedure. Her
decision to undergo the procedure has
brought not just health issues but severe
economic distress to the already impo-
verished household.

Her husband holds her responsible
for the debt of %2 lakh that has piled on
them. At first, he blamed her one-off
leaves from work. Then, he pointed fin-
gers at her for the 30,000 that they had
to borrow for the hysterectomy. The
taunts have gotten worse since they mis-
sed out on the last season of sugar-cane
cutting.

Kale relied on the testimonies of her
four sisters-in-law and two of their
mothers-in law, who had all been
through the procedure, when she got
admitted to the Veer Hospital located on
the Beed-Jalna road for the surgery.
“None of us has ever been to school. But
the doctor is educated. His word was as-
suring for us,” she says.

Kale’s sister-in-law Vaishali, 33, was
also advised a hysterectomy when she
sought medical help after grappling
with vaginal discharge and recurrent in-
fections for years. “I was told my uterus
was damaged and getting it removed
was best. I had two sons, so we thought
the most important job of the womb
was done,” says Vaishali.

Scores of women in Beed offer a simi-
lar narrative. Shockingly, most don’t
have medical reports or any papers to
show the history of their treatment.

Their individual stories all follow a
pattern. Women would commonly con-
sult their doctors for health issues last-
ing up to a year, but then complain of
recurrent infections. Sooner or later,
hysterectomy would be recommended
to them as a permanent solution.

However, they were never told how
the surgery could lead to hormonal im-
balance, calcium deficiency and con-
stant body ache, among other things.

In Beed, open defecation remains a
ground reality. Many households do
have built toilet blocks built under the

CM
K

government’s Swachh Bharat scheme
but their members still defecate in the
open due to lack of water. For the wo-
men in the district, it is a vicious cycle
as they have no sanitary facilities either
at their workplace or at their homes.
And the nature of work in a sugar-cane
field has only worsened their situation.

An estimated 5-6 lakh people, includ-
ing pregnant and lactating women, mi-
grate from Beed to other parts of Maha-
rashtra, and border areas of Karnataka,
to work as sugar-cane cutters. Hailing
from a region that is perennially under a
spell of drought and not having many
avenues of employment, Beed residents
continue to live in abject poverty and
have to rely on sugar-cane cutting to
make a living. Traditionally, a couple is
hired by a mukadam (contractor) as a
single ‘unit’, known as ek koyta (one
sickle). The contractor pays them uchal
(@ lump sum) in advance, ranging from
380,000 to 1.2 lakh, for a period of four
to six months. The pairs migrate after
Deepavali every year.

While a typical workday starts at
around 6 a.m. for the couple, the wo-
man gets up earlier, at 4 a.m., and cooks
food for the entire family before she sets
out. Children are left behind in tempor-
ary shanties near the sugar-cane farms
as their parents toil under the sun.

Two-and-a-half tonnes a day

Laxmi Chauhan, 44, from Beed’s Van-
jarwadi village and her husband Nanab-
hau, 45, have been migrating for sugar-
cane cutting for the past 25 years. “We
manage to cut about two-and-a-half
tonnes of sugar-cane in a day. A tonne of
sugar-cane earns us anywhere between
Z350 to 3400 depending on the seaso-
nal rate,” says Nanabhau, a father of two
sons, both in their twenties.

Soon after the birth of their children,
Chauhan began experiencing pain in
the abdomen, which resulted in her fre-
quent absences from work and low pro-
ductivity. “Working during the men-
strual cycle was anyway difficult,” says
Chauhan, adding that she had to make
multiple strikes with the sickle to cut a
single cane, a process which made her
feel further weak and unwell. It also
meant lower earnings for the couple.

“We earned less than the uchal and
had to repay the remaining amount to
the mukadam. Also, when one failed to
report to work, the mukadam demand-
ed a fine of T500, which had to be paid
in cash and was distributed among oth-
er workers who took the extra wor-
kload,” says Chauhan.

Troubled by her own dwindling pro-
ductivity and the couple’s mounting
debt, Chauhan finally decided to see a
doctor at the Veer Hospital in 2014. Fol-
lowing a sonography, she was told that
her uterus had got swollen and this
could lead to cancer. Within the next
few days, the couple hurriedly collected
%25,000 and Chauhan got her uterus re-
moved, as advised by the doctor. She
was hospitalised for seven days.

“Since then, my body has begun
swelling and I am in pain every day. But

(9 The surgery has no doubt
relieved me from the

menstrual cramps and vaginal
discharge, but it has brought
along back and joint pain

SANGEETA KALE
Beed resident
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I feel better than before,” she says.
Weight gain, which Chauhan has expe-
rienced, is another inevitable side effect
of hysterectomy. When asked if the ute-
rus removal was at the suggestion of a
mukadam, the couple deny it. “We
trusted the doctor’s word,” says Nanab-
hau, adding that they had sought help
with the intention of getting medical
treatment and not surgery. “When the
doctor told us about the risk of cancer,
we did not want to take any chances,”
he says.

Coaxed by contractors?

Following reports on the high number
of hysterectomies performed in Beed,
the  Maharashtra  administration
launched an investigation on June 18.
Among the many aspects that the auth-
orities are probing, one is whether the
mukadams push women to undergo the
procedure to ensure better returns.
“There could be a nexus between profit-
driven doctors and the mukadams. This
definitely needs to be investigated,
among other things,” says Neelam
Gorhe, who is heading the seven-mem-
ber investigation committee that will
submit its report to the Chief Minister
and Health Minister this month.

A mukadam is a well-connected vil-
lager who reaches out to prospective la-
bourers from the nearby areas. With fre-
quent droughts and failing crops, many
couples prefer to migrate for income
generation, even if they have acres of
farmland back home.

“The poverty is so ingrained that the
advance taken by couples is exhausted
very quickly. When they fail to cut su-
gar-cane worth the advance paid to
them, we are left with no choice but to
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Sarika Chandrasen Kurlekar, 32, among the 56 women in Vanjarwadi village who have undergone hysterectomy. = ARUNANGSU ROY CHOWDHURY

pursue them to return the remaining
money,” says Bappa Kotwade, 42, a mu-
kadam from Beed’s Irla Dubba village.
Having been a mukadam for the past 15
years, he supplies up to 200 koyatas
(couples) to sugar-cane factories every
season.

While some labourers are gadiwale
(couples with a pair of bullocks and a
rented cart), some work as toliwale
(groups that transport harvested sugar
cane in trucks or tractors).

“Some men are alcoholics and reco-
vering money from them becomes a
task. Some couples disappear midway.
There are some who never pay back. We
have to be taskmasters to deal with
this,” says Kotwade, adding that they
forge long-standing relationships with
the labourers and keep paying them
small amounts for food and health ex-
penses to ensure that they come back
every season.

But it is not always hunky-dory for
the labourers, some of whom have been
beaten up and even illegally detained in
factories when they failed to cough up
the money. “There have been murders
too,” says Kotwade, citing a story of a
mukadam who had a scuffle with a la-
bourer while demanding the money.
“The labourer died due to serious inju-
ries and the mukadam landed in jail.”

Kotwade, however, rubbishes the al-
legation that mukadams suggest hyste-
rectomies to women. “It is a vicious cy-
cle of hard manual labour, grinding
poverty and bad living conditions. Ute-
rus or no uterus, they have to work to
earn. Why should we tell them anyth-
ing?” he says, adding that women have
been undergoing hysterectomies for
years in Beed.

Let down by doctors?

A muddy pathway through a farm in
Vanjarwadi leads to the house of Sarika
Chandrasen Kurlekar, a frail 32-year-
old. In the village, where 56 women
have undergone uterus removal proce-
dures, Kurlekar is the youngest to have
been operated. She has never migrated
for cane cutting but, like all other wo-
men, had been complaining of continu-
ous white discharge that caused fatigue.
Her medical record from Matoshri Hos-

Six out of the seven women from the extended Kale family in Umrad have undergone hysterectomies. =ARUNANGSU ROY CHOWDHURY

(") Early marriages and child
birth, fear of cancer and the
loss of wages during
menstruation have all
culminated in the high rate of
hysterectomies

ABHUIT MORE
Health activist

pital cites “bulky cervix and persistent
demand by patient” as the reason for
the hysterectomy.

Ashok Anand, head of gynaecology at
the state-run J.J. Hospital in Mumbai, is
amused at the reasons cited. “Neither a
bulky cervix nor persistent demands by
a patient warrant a hysterectomy. Her
symptoms were more likely due to cer-
vicitis, which could be treated through
conservative medication,” says Anand.

Since news on the hysterectomies in
Beed came to light, questions have been
raised on the possible role of the medi-
cal fraternity in making women under-
go the procedure. State data showed
that 99 private hospitals in Beed district
have carried out 4,605 hysterectomies
since April 2016. Eleven of these hospi-
tals have carried out more than 100 hys-
terectomies in the three-year period.

‘Gross exploitation’

The top five in the list are: Pratibha
Nursing Home (277); Tidke Hospital
(196); Shree Bhagwan Hospital (193);
Gholve Hospital (186); and Veer Hospital
(179). In comparison, 2,000-odd hyste-
rectomies have been performed in the
public sector in the same period in
Beed. “Instead of getting rational treat-
ment in public health-care facilities, the
women are pushed towards irrational
treatments in the private sector,” says
Abhay Shukla, national co-convenor of
the Jan Swasthya Abhiyan. “It’s nothing
but gross exploitation of vulnerabilities
of women and a failure of the state,” he
says. Activists also rue that the official
count could be under-reported as the
state banks on these same hospitals to
furnish the figures.

Local doctors, however, feel the criti-
cism is uncalled for and insist that for
most of the women who underwent the
surgery, their health warranted it. Gy-

naecologist Madhav Sanap, who has run
the Shree Bhagwan Hospital since 1998,
is prompt to assert that there may be
doctors who conduct unindicated pro-
cedures, but he is not one of them. “Of
the 193 surgeries that I have carried out,
only four were of women under 35. I
can provide history for each and every
case,” he says, while arguing that the
hype around hysterectomies in Beed re-
quires an in-depth analysis. “It will
prove that the district has rates compar-
able to other parts of the State,” he says.

Poor hygiene

Sanjay Veer, a gynaecologist and owner
of Veer Hospital, says no one goes under
the knife unless there is real suffering.
“These women live in conditions of ex-
tremely poor hygiene. They don’t have
access to toilets. They can’t afford sani-
tary pads. Open defecation is rampant
in their villages as near the sugar-cane
farms where they work,” he says.

“The core issues are poverty, illitera-
cy, lack of sanitation and access to wa-
ter. Doctors are being made scapegoats
in this issue, which is largely a socio-
economic one and requires a larger so-
lution,” he adds.

The National Family Health Survey
data show that the rate of hysterecto-
mies in Maharashtra is 2.6%, while the
national average is 3.2%. But when it
comes to Beed, a 2018 survey of 200 wo-
men by Maharashtra State Commission
for Women revealed the extent of the
problem as around 36% were found to
have had undergone hysterectomies.

According to Beed’s civil surgeon
Ashok Thorat, there is an absence of
enough data to carry out comparisons
with other districts in Maharashtra.
“Our primary investigations have
shown that the prevalence of hysterec-
tomies is 17 per 1,000 women in Beed.
In some parts of Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana and other States, the prevalence is
about 50 to 60 per 1,000 women,” says
Thorat, adding that a detailed survey is
under way to get to the root cause.

In fact, a circular dated April 16, has
made it compulsory for private gynae-
cologists in Beed to seek permission
from a civil surgeon for every hysterec-
tomy procedure barring emergency
procedures, which have to be reported
within a span of 24 hours. The circular
warns doctors against portraying all
kinds of tumours, growths and swelling
on uterus as cancers.

“The number of hysterectomies has
gone down by 50% since we implement-
ed the SOP [Standard Operating Proce-
dure],” Beed’s collector Astik Kumar
Pandey tells The Hindu. “Right now, all
the hospitals are under our scanner. All
hysterectomies in the past, especially of
women who are under 35, are being
scrutinised,” he says.

Activists say that the menace of un-
warranted hysterectomies affects not
just sugar-cane cutters but women in
general. “Early marriages and child
birth, fear of cancer and the loss of wag-
es during menstruation have all culmi-
nated in the high rate of hysterectomies.
The government has no clue about the
ground reality as it has never main-
tained any data,” says health activist Ab-
hijit More who terms Beed’s situation as
a blatant violation of rights of women
living in the district, who are uneducat-
ed and therefore ill-equipped to make
the right health choices.
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