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(@WREALDONALDTRUMP, AFTER NORTH KOREA FIRED MISSILES SATURDAY

“Inaletter to me sent by Kim Jong Un, he stated, very nicely, that he would like to meet
and start negotiations as soon as the joint U.S./South Korea joint exercise are over. It
was along letter, much of it complaining about the ridiculous and expensive exercises...”

wortp- Targeted Mexicans: El Paso killer

In his manifesto, gunman said attack was response to the ‘Hispanic invasion of Texas’: Authorities

At the blast site. AP

TANZANIA

57 deadinfuel
tanker blast

Morogoro:; Fifty-seven peo-
ple perished in Tanzaniaon
Saturdaywhenafuel tanker
exploded after overturning
onaroad west of the coun-
try's economic capital Dar
es Salaam, police said. The
disastertook place nearthe
town of Morogoro, with po-
lice saying the blast may
have been sparked byacig-
arette as people rushed to
collectleaking fuel fromthe
strickentruck.“Therewasa
huge blast which has so far
killed atleast57 people,”re-
gional police chief Willbrod
Mtafungwasaid. Witnesses
told AFP that they saw the
charred remains of a num-
ber of motorcycle taxis and
trees scorched by the power
of the explosion.

RUSSIA
Fivediedin
missile test
explosion

Moscow: Russia said
Saturday an explosion at
an Arctic missile testing
site killed five nuclear
agency staff and involved
radioactive isotopes after
a nearby city reported a
spike in radiation levels.
In a statement, Russia's
nuclear agency Rosatom
said the accident on
Thursday at a secret mili-
tary facility also left three
staff with burns and other
injuries. The military had
not previously described
the accident as involving
nuclear fuel and said ra-
diation levels were nor-
mal afterwards. Officials
in a nearby city reported
radiation levels were
raised after the accident.

NORWAY
Shootingat
mosqgue, suspect
incustody

Oslo: One person has been
injured in a shooting in-
side amosque in Norway,
police said on Saturday,
adding that one man had
been apprehended.The
suspected shooter at the
al-Noor Islamic Centre
near the country’s capital
was described as “ayoung
white man” who ap-
peared to have acted
alone, the police added.
The victim was a 75-year-
old member of the con-
gregation, mosque direc-
tor Irfan Mushtaq told
TV2. The shooter, who
wore body armour and a
helmet, was overpowered
by members of the
mosque before police ar-
rived, Mushtaq added.

NICHOLAS
BOGEL-BURROUGHS
AUGUST 10

THE SUSPECT in the El Paso,
Texas, shooting stepped out of a
vehicle with his hands up and
declared “I'm the shooter” when
he was arrested minutes after
the massacre at a Walmart that
killed 22 people, police said inan
affidavit filed Friday.

The suspect, Patrick W.
Crusius, 21, whois white, also di-
vulged to police that he had tar-
geted “Mexicans,” according to
the document, written by
Detective Adrian Garcia of the El
Paso Police Department.

While responding to reports
of an active shooter Saturday
morning, the document said,
rangers with Texas Department
of Public Safety saw a vehicle
stop at an intersection near the
Walmart. It said a man exited the
vehicle and admitted opening
fire on customers and employ-
ees in the store.

After waiving his Miranda
rights, Crusius said he had used
an AK-47-stylerifle and brought
multiple magazines with him
from Allen, Texas, to carry out
the killings, Garcia wrote.

Radioactive
materials
involved in
blast: Russia

ANDREW EKRAMER
MOSCOW, AUGUST 10

A MYSTERY explosion at a
Russian weapons testing range
involved radioactive materials,
the authorities admitted on
Saturday, as the blast’s admitted
death toll rose and signs of a
creeping radiation emergency,
or at the least fear of one, grew
harder to mask.

In a statement released at 1
am Saturday, Russia’s nuclear
energy company, Rosatom, said
five employees had died, in ad-
dition to the two military per-
sonnel previously confirmed
dead, as a result of a test on
Thursday morning involving
“isotopic sources of fuel onaliq-
uid propulsion unit.”

“A bright memory of our
comrades will forever live in our
hearts,” the statement said.

The statement, though, shed
little light on exactly what deto-
nated on Thursday at the White
Sea testing range. No use for the
propulsion unit was mentioned,
although President Vladimir V
Putin previously boasted that
Russia has developed a nuclear
engine for long-range missiles.
And there was no explanation
why the authorities in a nearby
city had reported rising radiation
levels for a brief period several
hours later.

While the government has
provided no full explanation of
what happened, Rosatom’s
statement suggested a mishap
during a test of anew class of nu-
clear-engined weapons that
Putin first spoke publicly about
last year.

The statement offered
no details on the
materials used and
potentially released
into the environment

At the burial of one of the victims of the mass shooting ata

Walmart store in Texas. Reuters

EXPLAINED

Republicans weigh
background checks

AFTER TWO recent mass shootings, President Trump has
indicated a willingness to consider expanded background
checks on gun purchasers, US media reported.

Trump must overcome opposition from the National Rifle
Association and other such groups. However, this issue is
one which Trump has frequently changed his stance on over
the years. He was in favour of such a measure in 2013, against
itwhen running for presidentin 2015 and back in supportin
2018, after anothing mass shooting. Republican reactions to
the recent killings suggest that they are, at least, feeling the
pressure to take substantive action.

Crusius’ mother had called the
Allen Police Department in the
weeks before the shooting, ask-
ing whether her son was mature
enough to handle therifle he had
recently ordered.

Authorities have said that the
gunman wrote a four-page man-
ifesto that said he was carrying
out the attackin “response to the
Hispanic invasion of Texas.”
Latinos around the United States
have said they were deeply
shaken by the shooting, the
deadliest attack to target Latinos

inmodern U.S. history.

The suspect is facing a state
capital murder charge and is be-
ing held without bond. The El Paso
prosecutor has vowed to seek the
death penalty, and federal prose-
cutors are considering charging
the suspect under hate crime
statutes, as well as firearm laws
that can carry a death sentence.

In the affidavit, which was
written hours after the mas-
sacre, Garcia wrote that the sus-
pect had been taken to an inter-
view room, where he agreed to

speak with another detective
about the shooting.

The El Paso police chief, Greg
Allen, previously said that
Crusius “basically didn’t hold
anything back” in interviews
with investigators and had told
them he drove for 10 to 11 hours
from Allen to El Paso. He became
lost in the border city and drove
to the Walmart because he was
hungry, Allen said.

The El Paso killings were one
of three shootings in a week
that are now being investigated

by federal authorities. A gun-
man in Dayton, Ohio, killed his
sibling and eight other people
near a bar, rattling the nation
less than 12 hours after the El
Paso killings and drawing re-
newed calls for a federal ban on
assaultrifles.

The El Paso suspect’s court-
appointed lawyer, Mark Stevens,
has previously declined to com-
ment on the charges. He did not
immediately respond to an
email Friday about the reported
confession. NYT
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M People walk in the rainstorm as typhoon Lekima hit in

Shanghai, China, on Saturday.

M At least 18 were killed and 14 missing after a barrier lake burst

in eastern China’s Zhejiang province, official media here said.

Reuters

B The storm triggered rainstorms and caused a landslide that
blocked rivers, raising the water level and trapping 120 villages.

H More than one million people, including 253,000 in Shanghai,

were evacuated before the storm struck, the Xinhua said.

PTI

Hong Kong protesters

defy Beijing warnings,
as police fire tear gas

ANDREW HIGGINS,
KATHERINE LI &
EZRACHEUNG

HONG KONG, AUGUST 10

DEFYING WARNINGS from
China of a crackdown if they
continued more than two
months of protests, young
demonstrators blocked a vital
tunnel under Hong Kong's
Victoria Harbor on Saturday, bar-
ricaded a trafficintersection and
set fires outside a police station
in a shopping district popular
with tourists.

The Hong Kong police force
said in a statement that the
fires in the Tsim Sha Tsui dis-
trict of the city posed “a serious
threat to the safety of everyone

at the scene.”

Police officers fired tear gas
in several locations as a day
that began with a show of
peaceful defiance outside the
headquarters of China’s mili-
tary garrison descended into an
evening of clashes, panic and
widespread disruption.

Assailed for days by China’s
propaganda machine as violent
thugs who must be stopped,
Hong Kong’s protest move-
ment — a largely leaderless
jumble of groups and causes —
started the day with a display
of what activists say was their
peaceful intent. Several thou-
sand people marched in an or-
derly procession past China’s
military headquarters in the
former British colony. NYT
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HELD FOR SEX TRAFFICKING

Jeffrey Epstein
‘kills himself’ in

Manhattan jail

WILLIAM KRASHBAUM
& BENJAMIN WEISER
NEW YORK, AUGUST 10

JEFFREY EPSTEIN, the financier
who was long dogged by accu-
sations of sexual abuse of girls
and who was able to cultivate a
stream of high-profile friends
despite his lurid lifestyle, killed
himself in his Manhattan jail cell,
officials said on Saturday.

Epstein hanged himself, the
officials said. He was found at
roughly 6:30 am Saturday at the
Metropolitan Correctional Center
inManhattan and was takentoa
hospital, where he was pro-
nounced dead, the federal Bureau
of Prisons said in a statement.

Last month, a week after be-
ing denied bail on federal sex
trafficking charges, Epstein was
found unconscious in his cell at
the jail with marks on his neck.
Prison officials had been inves-
tigating that incident as a possi-
ble suicide attempt.

Epstein was housed ina spe-
cial unit with extra security, but
he was not under suicide watch,
according to a prison official.

The authorities did not explain
why he was not under additional
safeguards, given the earlier inci-
dent. The FBI said it was investi-
gating, and Attorney General
William P. Barr said ina statement
that a special inquiry would be
opened into what happened.

“I'was appalled to learn that
Jeffrey Epstein was found dead
early this morning from an ap-
parent suicide while in federal
custody,” Barr said. “Epstein’s
death raises serious questions
that must be answered. In addi-
tion to the FBI's investigation, I
have consulted with the
Inspector General who is open-
ing an investigation into the cir-
cumstances of Epstein’s death.”

Manhattan federal prosecu-
tors last month charged Epstein,
66, with sex trafficking of girls as
young as 14. The indictment re-
newed attention toward how
Epstein — who had opulent
homes, a private jetand access to
elite circles — had escaped severe
punishmentin an earlier investi-

KEY EVENTS FROM
2019 PROCEEDINGS

July 7: Epstein
arrested and taken into
custody at Teterboro
airportin New Jersey.

July 8:New York
prosecutors alleged
that from about 2002 to
2005, Epstein "sexually
exploited and abused
dozens of minor girls at
his homes", some as
young as 14-years-old.

July 18: Federal judge
denied bail for Epstein

July 25: Epstein was
found lying with
injuries to hisbeck ata
federal lockup in New
York. He was then
placed on suicide watch

gationinto his abuse of girls more
than a decade ago in Florida.

He had avoided federal crim-
inal charges in 2008 after prose-
cutors brokered a widely criti-
cized deal that allowed him to
plead guilty to state charges of so-
licitation of prostitution from a
minor and serve 13 monthsinjail.
Even while in custody, Epstein
was allowed to leave the jail for
12 hours aday, six days a week, to
work at his office in Florida.

The new federal indictment
alsofocused scrutiny onanarray of
luminariesingovernment, politics,
business, academia, science and
fashion withwhom Epsteinhad as-
sociated over the years, including
Donald]. Trump, Bill Clinton, Prince
Andrew of Britainand the retail bil-
lionaire Leslie Wexner. NYT

Road clear for Gotabaya to contest
coming Sri Lankan president election

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, AUGUST 10

WITH MOST hurdles out of his
way, Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who
was Sri Lanka's defence secre-
tary during the successful war
against the LTTE, is all set to con-
test the presidential elections to
be held towards the end of
November.

The Sunday Express has learnt
that a consensus has been
reached in the family and former
president Mahinda Rajapaksa
will announce the name of
brother Gotabaya as the candi-
date of the Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP) on August 11,
at the party's national conven-
tion being held in Colombo.

Sources said Gotabaya will
roll out his campaign the same

BY THE EARLY 1980s, THE PENGUIN COLONY HAD BEEN FACING TOTAL EXTINCTION

To save tiny penguins, an Australian suburb was wiped off the map

BESHA RODELL
PHILLIPISLAND, AUGUST 10

IT’S A magical sight: Just as the
light begins to vanish, thousands
of tiny penguins waddle out of
the surf on an island in south-
eastern Australia, then head up
the beach and along well-worn
paths toward their burrows.
The “penguin parade” has
been a major attraction since the
1920s, when tourists were led by
torchlight to view the nightly ar-
rival of birds — the world’s small-
est penguin breed, with adults
averaging 13 inches tall — from

a day of fishing and swimming.

For much of that time, the
penguins lived among the resi-
dents of a housing development,
mostly modest vacation homes,
in tight proximity to cars and pets,
as well as ravenous foxes. The
penguins’ numbers fell precipi-
tously. Butin 1985, the state gov-
ernment took an extraordinary
step: Itdecided to buy every piece
of property on the Summerland
Peninsula and return the land to
the penguins. The process was
completed in 2010.

The birds are now thriving.
There are about 31,000 breeding
penguins on the peninsula, up

Epaper..neiss. com

from 12,000 in the 1980s. Phillip
Island Nature Parks is the most
popular wildlife tourist destina-
tionin the state of Victoria, draw-
ing 740,000 visitorsin 2018. And
late last month, a gleaming sym-
bol of that success opened to the
public: a $58 million visitor cen-
ter, a striking star-shaped build-
ing with glass walls that look
onto penguin burrows.

“The case study at Phillip
Island is proof that difficult
short-term decisions can yield
great long-term results,” said
Rachel Lowry, chief conservation
officer of the World Wildlife
Fund for Nature-Australia. “It is
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Penguins on Phillip Island, Australia in July 2019. NYT

Gotabaya Rajapaksa

day, and tour the country till
August 18, meeting leaders and
clergy of the Buddhist,
Christian, Muslim and Hindu
communities.

The Sri Lankan election com-
mission had recently announced
that the presidential polls would
be held between November 15
and December 7.

While Mahinda cannot con-

an incredible example of allow-
ing scientific modeling to moti-
vate and inform a decision that
has gone on to benefit both peo-
ple and nature in the long term.”
For many residents of Victoria,
avisit to the penguin parade was
— and still is —a childhood rite of
passage, the destination for
school trips and family outings.
But the peninsula has also
been an attractive location for
developers. On the penguins’
breeding ground, 190 structures
— mainly homes — were built as
part of Summerland Estate, with
plans for hundreds more. That,
along with the predatory behav-

test again because of the two-
term limit for president in Sri
Lanka, Gotabaya's candidature
too had faced several uncertain-
ties. One of the major problems
was his dual citizenship, and in
May, he resolved this by re-
nouncing his US citizenship.

This also insulated Gotabaya
from the threat of a civil lawsuit
inUS seeking damages from him
for allegedly instigating and au-
thorising torture and murder of
Sri Lankan journalist Lasantha
Wickrematunge.

Gotabaya also faced a cor-
ruption case in the high court.
But, two weeks ago, the
Supreme Court ordered that
proceedings be suspended until
a batch of petitions pending be-
fore it were heard and decided.

Credited by Sri Lanka's ma-
jority Buddhist Sinhalese with

ior of foxes (now eradicated) in-
troduced by European settlers,
led to a sharp decrease in the is-
land’s population of little pen-
guins. At one time there were 10
colonies on Phillip Island; today
there is only one.

By the early 1980s, scientists
studying the colony were wor-
ried about the prospect of total
local extinction. “The colony was
being eroded at an alarmingly
rapid rate,” said Peter Dann, re-
search manager at Phillip Island
Nature Park. In the yearsleading
up to 1985, measures had been
taken by the government to halt
development and buy undevel-

vanquishing the LTTE as the de-
fence secretary, Gotabaya has
long faced accusations of war
crimes from the Tamil commu-
nity and human rights groups
internationally, but none has
stuck.

Asked about his role in the
killings during the war, Gotabaya
had told The Indian Express in
March 2018, “I know I haven't
done anything wrong... When
you ask about civilian killings,
you must understand that waris
not a rosy thing, whether itisin
Sri Lanka or Afghanistan or India
or Pakistan or Irag. War is not a
good thing, it is not a nice thing.
But in Sri Lanka, I didn't create
the war, I ended the war... Our
country is a better place without
the LTTE.”

READ FULLSTORY ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

oped land on the peninsula. But
the idea of eradicating
Summerland Estate was a
bombshell for residents.

Dann, who himself was a
onetime renter on the peninsula,
said he understood the anguish.
But his main concern and loyalty
lay with the penguins, he said.

This week, nine years after the
last Summerland Estate home
was purchased and removed by
the state, a final demolition will
begin: The old center and its sur-
rounding facilities will be cleared,
freeing up almost 15 acres of
prime habitat — enough for
around 1,400 tiny penguins. NYT



