Words and deeds

India needs Modi to infuse meaning to his
[-Day vision with action on the ground

rime Minister Narendra Modi in his Indepen-
P dence Day speech combined the familiar rhetoric

with some fresh thoughts. He spoke at some
length about the need for population control, water
conservation and plastic use regulation indicating the
importance that he attaches to these topics. Some pol-
icy measures, including the creation of a separate mi-
nistry, are already in place to deal with the crippling
water crisis in India which gets worse every year. Indis-
criminate plastic use along with the absence of effective
solid waste management has already caused such ruin
to the ecology that mitigatory measures are required on
a war-footing. He also made the significant announce-
ment of creating the position of Chief of Defence Staff,
which could improve coordination among forces and
restructure the military-civilian relations in a manner
that suits the security challenges of the present times
better. His call for people’s participation in all these and
also for development of tourism and local enterprises
was in the right spirit. The appeal to produce locally
and consume locally may be out of line with globalist
prescriptions of development but should be welcomed
even if it sounds impractical. His first tenure between
2014 and 2019 focused on the needs of the people while
the second one which began this year, he promised,
would focus on meeting aspirations. Mr. Modi said his
government has achieved in 70 days what previous go-
vernments could not in 70 years. He struck an optimis-
tic note and said poverty can be eliminated, and shall
be eliminated. As it enters the 73rd year as an indepen-
dent nation, India needs hope and optimism, now
more than at any moment in its recent past.

The triumphalist overtones of the speech, however,
sought to camouflage the gathering clouds of a crisis in
the economy on the one hand and the threats to the
country’s social fabric on the other. Going by the trajec-
tory the Indian economy has followed in the past, it
could well be on the way to be a $5-trillion economy in
the next five years. But he chose not to adequately ad-
dress the current slump in rural and urban demand and
investment slowdown. There was an attempt, however,
to reassure entrepreneurs who were apprehensive of
the recent burst of tax activism when he mentioned
that wealth creators should not be demonised and he
called upon businesses to invest. But while he touched
on his decision to strip Jammu and Kashmir of its spe-
cial constitutional status, J&K will need quietness and
slow time to return to normalcy. There were elaborate
mentions of unitary schemes — from the ‘one nation
one tax’ that is already in place, to a ‘one nation, one
poll’ plan that is in the making. Such overarching plans
are central to his vision and the speech reflected that
thinking. But if India is to be on a new course for the
better, it needs more than grandstanding from the Red
Fort. Deeds must follow words as noon follows dawn.

Trade rhetoric

Trump is not furthering the cause of free
global trade with his unfair attack on the WTO

.S. President Donald Trump opened up another
front in the ongoing global trade war on Wed-

nesday by ramping up rhetoric against the
World Trade Organization (WTO). He even threatened
to pull the U.S. out of the multilateral trade organisation
if it fails to treat the U.S. fairly and blamed it for allowing
too many countries to claim the status of a “developing
country”. In a memo to the U.S. Trade Representative
last month, Mr. Trump pointed out that nearly two-
thirds of the 164 WTO members classified themselves as
developing countries, and raised the issue of even ma-
ny rich economies claiming to be “growing” rather than
“grown” economies. This time around, in Pennsylva-
nia, the President targeted India and China in particular
for “taking advantage” of the U.S. by classifying them-
selves as “developing countries” at the WTO. The status
of a developing country allows countries to seek partial
exemptions from the WTO’s rules for free and fair trade
between countries. The status, for instance, allows
countries like China and India, with their special tag, to
impose higher tariffs on imports from other countries
and also offer more subsidies to local producers in or-
der to protect their domestic interests. Developed
countries find this to be unfair on their producers who
are put at a relative disadvantage, but countries like Chi-
na have argued that their developing country status is
justified given their low per capita income.

Mr. Trump’s recent attacks on the WTO would be
welcome if they were truly about creating a global trad-
ing arena with lower tariffs and fewer barriers to trade.
The “developing country” status, which offers substan-
tial benefits to countries that want to protect their dom-
estic interests and which most countries are more than
happy to make use of, has indeed skewed global trade
over the years in favour of certain countries. But he
may be raking up the issue not to further the cause of
global free trade, but simply as a convenient pretext to
justify further trade barriers against China and other
countries. By pointing fingers at other countries that
follow protectionist policies, Mr. Trump will find it justi-
fied to impose retaliatory tariffs against them. This will
help him bolster his “America First” approach and al-
low him to successfully hold on to his support base in
America’s manufacturing belt that has been affected by
foreign competition. Even if countries like China and
India offer to lower their tariffs, Mr. Trump would not
take them up on their offer. That is because it would re-
quire reciprocation in the way of lowering U.S. tariffs,
which would work against the interests of local Ameri-
can producers.
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Rajapaksa redux and a democracy in peril

The return of an authoritarian oligarchy in Sri Lanka could be stopped by a united stand of democratic forces

AHILAN KADIRGAMAR

roads with presidential elec-

tions due before December 9,
2019. The political drive since the
newly formed Rajapaksa-led Sri
Lanka Podujana  Peramuna
(SLPP), which swept the local go-
vernment polls in February 2018,
has culminated in Gotabaya Raja-
paksa, the much feared former De-
fence Secretary and younger
brother of the former President,
Mahinda Rajapaksa, being named
presidential candidate.

The Rajapaksa regime, which
decimated the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam and consolidated
considerable power around a fa-
mily until it was dislodged in Janu-
ary 2015, may now be on the verge
of recapturing state power and
drastically changing the political
landscape for the next decade, if
not longer. Even as the United Na-
tional Party (UNP) in power is dil-
lydallying on its presidential can-
didate, the SLPP is moving fast in
an electoral game that the Raja-
paksas have proven to be masters
at.

E ; ri Lanka is again at the cross-

Reshaping democratic space

The rise of Gotabaya Rajapaksa, af-
ter what seemed like decisive re-
gime change in January 2015, is in
good measure due to the failures
of the current Wickremesinghe-
Sirisena government. Neither did
the new government hammer
through the allegations of corrup-
tion and rights abuse levelled
against the Rajapaksa regime nor
did it provide a meaningful pro-
gramme to address economic
woes. Rather, infighting and self-
serving manoeuvres within the go-
vernment have brought its stated
plans, from economic reforms to a

constitutional political settlement,
to a standstill.

Despite the many political and
economic failures of the current
government, the significant shift
over the last five years has been
the opening of democratic space.
The climate of fear and continuing
militarisation were to a great de-
gree reversed. In the war-torn re-
gions, where there was fear to
even speak in private during the
post-war years under Rajapaksa
rule, people now take to the
streets demanding the release of
military-held lands, answers on
those who have disappeared in the
war and relief for the rural indebt-
ed. Throughout the country, with
the fear of abductions gone and re-
pression decreasing, dissent and
the culture of protests have re-
turned along with greater freedom
for the media.

State power and nationalists
This democratic space is greatly at
risk with a Gotabaya Rajapaksa
presidency. Sri Lanka has gone
through bouts of authoritarian
rule and gruelling periods of state
repression particularly during the
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna insur-
gencies in the south and the esca-
lation of the civil war. However,
while the current conjuncture
may not witness similar mass vio-
lence unleashed by the state and
armed movements, it is loaded
with the dangers of a deeper polit-
ical shift.

During its decade-long-tenure,
the Rajapaksa regime used state
power to consolidate its oligarchic
ambitions. The significant diffe-
rence in its current avatar is the
mobilisation of considerable pop-
ular support and the consolidation
of its nationalist base while in the
opposition. During its previous
stint, it actively politicised the mil-
itary and bureaucracy and en-
snared sections of the business
classes. Over the last two years,
however, the calls for a return of
the Rajapaksa regime are emanat-
ing from sections of retired mili-
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tary officers, the business lobby
and the bureaucracy. A craftily
built Sinhala Buddhist nationalist
base, by mobilisations against
Muslims who are construed as the
new enemy, binds this constituen-
cy. Such a social base combined
with state power can drastically
change the character of state and
society.

The failed 52-day political coup
in October 2018, which was engi-
neered by President Maithripala
Sirisena to install Mahinda Raja-
paksa as Prime Minister, illustrat-
ed a capacity to rapidly politicise
state institutions. It is due to the
independence of the judiciary and
the military that their short stint in
power was not prolonged. Never-
theless, the political coup exposed
their desperate hunger for power
and the support that was readily
available for them within the bu-
reaucracy.

A Rajapaksa victory in the presi-
dential elections will create the
momentum for a major victory in
the parliamentary elections. A re-
peat of events following the elec-
tions in 2010 just after the end of
the civil war, with drastic changes
in Parliament and constitutional
amendments leading to further
consolidation of state power un-
der a Rajapaksa oligarchy, may re-
verse curtailment of the executive
presidency that came with the
19th Amendment of 2015. The Ra-
japaksa administration of the past
has time and again manoeuvred
the legislature and the judiciary, as
with its record of swiftly buying ov-

Lessons after the great deluge

Kerala needs to adopt watershed-based master planning and review building byelaws

ANJITH AUGUSTINE, SHYAMA
KURIAKOSE, RAJESH GEORGE
& MONOLITA CHATTER]JEE

he unique geography of Ker-
Tala, with its steep climbdown

from 900m high elevations
of the Western Ghats to the coast
of Malabar, has resulted in a land
with a vast riverine network.
There are no less than 44 fast flow-
ing rivers that drain the rainwater
Kerala is blessed with into the Ara-
bian Sea. It is a lifeline that sup-
ports a very fertile land, some of
the most singular flora, fauna and
also a people and their lives in a
symbiotic way.

Large-scale urbanisation
However, this drainage basin has
seen massive urbanisation over
the last two decades with the erst-
while wisdom of coexistence with
the State’s waterways beginning to
fade away. This linear develop-
ment which has been along major
road networks, has completely ig-
nored the varying and ecologically
sensitive landscape. Substantial
portions of revenue lands in the
State are wetlands and forests,
which has resulted in a shortage of
buildable land parcels. This in
turn is creating huge pressure on
these ecologically fragile areas for
conversion to government-sup-
ported infrastructure projects as
well as private profit-making en-
terprises.

Not surprisingly, all landslide
and flood-affected areas in the
State are in Ecologically Sensitive
Zones (ESZ-1), as categorised by
the Madhav Gadgil report. The

Post Disaster Needs Assessment
(PDNA) report that was prepared
by the UN for Kerala following the
massive flooding of 2018 looks at
some of the gaps in law and policy.
The State Action Plans on Climate
Change elucidate measures for dis-
aster-risk reduction in the wake of
an increasing frequency of heavy
rainfall in turn leading to more
flooding and landslides. Though
plans and laws such as Integrated
Water Resources Management or
Coastal Regulation Zone Notifica-
tion hold key solutions to natural
disasters that are linked to water
management, most of them are
not implemented or followed to
the letter. A lack of holistic and
coordinated measures within
planning departments has result-
ed in further problems. Also mis-
sing are key pieces of legislation
for housing and land use in fragile
zones which allow buildability but
with sensitive development.

Dilution of laws

The need of the hour is for a re-
view and revision of building bye-
laws for urban and rural areas in
accordance with bettering envi-
ronmental sustainability. In 2017,
a judgment of the High Court of
Kerala mandating the inclusion of
a clause in building rules, and
which said that ‘natural drains and
streams shall not be obstructed by
this development/building per-
mit’, has yet to come into effect.
Further, the Kerala Conservation
of Paddy Land and Wetland Act,
2008 — it has immense potential to
preserve such land as natural wa-
tershed buffers — has suffered too
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many dilutions even as rampant
reclamation of paddy lands conti-
nues. The absence of a databank
on paddy lands and wetlands as
mandated by the law, has only exa-
cerbated the issue.

Master plan focus
There are, however, cities and re-
gions the world over that deal
most successfully with heavier
precipitation in much less favoura-
ble topography than Kerala’s. The
dire need is for watershed-based
master planning and development
legislated guidelines for each ma-
jor river basin, especially those
that impact densely populated set-
tlements. Primarily, such master
plans should focus on these areas.
First, there must be a demarca-
tion of ecologically sensitive zones
using existing village survey maps
and public participation. There
must be clear land use plan for
these zones specifying flood
plains, protected forest areas, agri-
cultural and plantation zones,
with details of the types of crops,
building usages permitted and the
density of buildings permitted.
Second, to compensate owners
in non-buildable areas, there must
be strategies such as Transfer of

er parliamentarians or sacking a
Chief Justice with ease, when the
judiciary resisted its influence.

The main challenge for the Raja-
paksas is going to be the handling
of the broader citizenry that in re-
cent years has internalised demo-
cratic freedoms after three de-
cades of war and the authoritarian
post-war years. With the repres-
sive mechanisms of the state dis-
rupted, if not dismantled after re-
gime change, and the difficulty in
justifying militarisation in non-war
times, their project of authoritar-
ian consolidation is bound to face
resistance. Consequently, they
may resort to amassing tremen-
dous power and smashing any re-
sistance to their political and deve-
lopment agenda, leading to more
severe measures than the past.

The economic programme and
priorities of another Rajapaksa go-
vernment are likely to be the ur-
ban-centred neoliberal policies
that they themselves initiated,
which the current government
wanted to accelerate but failed to
do without mustering the political
will. Indeed, Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
as Defence Secretary after the war,
brought the Urban Development
Authority under the Defence Mi-
nistry as he mobilised considera-
ble investment in urban real es-
tate, coupled with brutal slum
demolitions and evictions for the
“beautification” of Colombo. The
Rajapaksa governments, from
their first term in 2005 to the se-
cond term in 2010, shifted empha-
sis from the rural to the urban.
And this time around, with the
strong backing of the urban pro-
fessional and business lobby, Gota-
baya Rajapaksa will be looking for
results, possibly crushing any ob-
stacle in the path of his develop-
ment drive.

Islamophobic discourse

Ideologically, while an Islamo-
phobic discourse began to take
hold in Sri Lanka some two de-
cades ago with the U.S.-led “global
war on terror”, it was after the end

Development Rights to buildable
zones in cities.

Third, the master plan should
focus on permitting only ecologi-
cally sensitive building strategies
for these areas by proposing new
construction techniques. Con-
trolled development can be pro-
posed using building height rules,
floor area ratio control, and res-
trictions on cutting and filling nat-
ural land.

Fourth, strategies to make sure
that all infrastructure projects are
carried out in a scientific manner
with strict scrutiny must be speci-
fied. This should include roads
built on difficult terrain and all pu-
blic infrastructure projects in wet-
lands and the High Ranges.

Such an intensive and sensitive
hydrology-driven master plan re-
quires very specialised expertise
and experience which may not be
readily available in our home-
grown available pool of resources.
The State should not shy away
from acquiring the most appro-
priate skills to implement this ur-
gently given the massive damage
to life and property it now faces
both in the short and long term. A
complete overhaul of processes to
hire technical expertise which al-
lows access to necessary skills,
and with a long-term vision of ca-
pacity building of local agencies, is
the way forward.

Global planning

After the floods in Kerala in 2018,
the Chief Minister’s team visited
the Netherlands to learn how ci-
ties with high levels of a water
footprint are dealing with climate

of the civil war in Sri Lanka that
the Rajapaksa regime, and Gota-
baya Rajapaksa in particular, be-
gan supporting reactionary forces
such as the Bodu Bala Sena. Dur-
ing the latter years of the Rajapak-
sa regime, proto-fascist goon
squads carried out pogroms
against Muslims. With the conti-
nued ideological growth of Islamo-
phobia, anti-Muslim attacks have
continued with impunity even af-
ter regime change. This chauvinist
nationalist segment is further em-
boldened after the Easter Sunday
attacks, in April.

For a country with a comprador
elite on all sides, sovereignty will
be peddled to the masses as the ul-
timate national treasure and com-
bined with an expansive security
complex. However, economic con-
cerns could force a new Rajapaksa
regime to succumb to the market
and cut deals with external pow-
ers. In the past, they were the first
to sell sovereign bonds in the inter-
national markets. And with time,
they will align with one or the oth-
er great power depending on the
fear of the stick they wield and the
carrots they offer.

With the current conjuncture of
geopolitical instability and the
emergence of authoritarian re-
gimes around the world, the con-
ditions seem worryingly condu-
cive for a Gotabaya Rajapaksa
regime. The convergence of re-
tired military actors, an extractive
business lobby, a nationalist bu-
reaucracy and an organised chau-
vinistic base, when combined with
state power, spell danger not just
of authoritarian nationalism but a
fascist takeover of the state. It is
democracy that is at risk, and iron-
ically, it is elections that might
pave the route to shutting down
that democratic space. The return
of the Rajapaksa oligarchy can be
stopped by only a united stand of
the fractured democratic forces.

Ahilan Kadirgamar is a political
economist and Senior Lecturer, University

of Jaffna

change issues. Copenhagen in
Denmark, which faces a similar
problem of repeated flooding, has
come up with active cloudburst
responsive planning as a process
to develop the city in line with cli-
mate change needs. Though we
cannot just transfer or have car-
bon copy solutions from Europe,
we must learn from each expe-
rience in order to collectively for-
mulate strategies that address our
needs.

Furthermore, post-disaster
management of land and geogra-
phy needs imaginative actions by
the authorities and people in or-
der to reverse the damage already
done. The floods in 2018 brought
high levels of silt from the high-
lands, reducing river depths and
narrowing river mouths. A year la-
ter, this silt has not been cleared,
reducing the carrying capacity of
rivers. Serious strategies are re-
quired by the government and the
people to reclaim groundwater
percolation and flood plains. Legal
processes and bye-laws need revi-
sions. The water footprint needs
to be reinstated, and the relation-
ship with water resources rebuilt.
This may be the only way we can
face a future of changing weather
patterns.

Anjith Augustine is an architect and
urban designer; Shyama Kuriakose is an
environmental advocate and Senior
Project Fellow with the Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy; Rajesh George is a landscape
architect working with the hydrology of
Kerala, and Monolita Chatterjee is an
architect and sustainable environment
activist
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Acquitted

The verdict, on Wednesday,
by a sessions court in
Alwar, acquitting the six
accused in the lynching of
Pehlu Khan, a Haryana
dairy farmer, two years ago,
is baffling (Page 1, August
15). It will only embolden
so-called cow vigilantes to
further take the law into
their own hands. There is
strong evidence in the form
of video footage. If its
veracity is in doubt, the
court could have well
directed the prosecution to
seek the opinion of forensic
experts. Is it so difficult?
Justice should not only be
done but also seen to be
done. The State should

vigorously pursue this case
in the High Court.

T. ANAND RaJ,
Chennai

= The verdict depicts the sad
reality of the criminal justice
system in India. A horrific
murder was recorded on
camera yet there is no
justice. We should not forget
that injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere.
It is an irony that this
judgment came a day before
we celebrated our
Independence Day. A
country’s legal system which
cannot ensure justice to a
poor victim who was lynched
because of the perception
that he was an alleged cow

smuggler has no right to
proclaim that it stands for
the principles of
constitutionalism, rule of
law, equality, right to life and
liberty. An utterly disgraceful
murder takes place and the
legal machinery of the state
fails to punish the culprits.
Such developments will only
encourage hate and
intolerance, especially
against a particular
community..

MANSHA MISHRA,
Sahibabad, Uttar Pradesh

= The sessions court has sent
out a wrong signal: that the
guilty can go unpunished as
aresult of a few legal
deformities. Unless the

higher judiciary takes
cognisance of the matter and
takes up the case suo motu
to punish the guilty, such
verdicts will only induce
other perpetrators to commit
even graver and more
heinous crimes. The verdict
also raises questions about
the efficacy of our law
enforcement agencies and
the justice delivery system.

SYED SULTAN MOHIDDIN,
Kagitalapenta, Kadapa, Andhra Pradesh

= A host of factors such as an
insincere investigation, an
ineffective prosecution and
accused-friendly laws are
what have led to the
miscarriage of justice. The
Congress government must

make amends by filing an
appeal against the verdict.
All the officials concerned
should be hauled up for their
acts of commission and
omission. The Pehlu Khan
case not only exposes the
chinks in the criminal justice
system but also the
vulnerability of all
governmental agencies.

S.V. VENKATAKRISHNAN,
Bengaluru

Sectoral crisis

There is a need to support
the automobile industry and
in turn revive the economy
with animal spirits (Editorial,
“Symptom as cause”, August
15). Disposable income is
either stagnant and

employment is at an ebb.
There is news of industrial
distress if one can use the
examples of Jet Airways and
the headwinds in the
automobile sector. No
segment can be said to be in
bloom.

Creditors are wary and
erring on the side of caution
leading to a liquidity crunch.
The fallout of
demonetisation has not
waned as well. The
government needs to adopt a
take-no-prisoners approach
in tiding over the acute
economic crisis.

DEEPAK SINGHAL,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh
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Is the removal of special status for J&K justified?
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Article 370 marked a recognition of J&K’s history
and the circumstances surrounding its accession

On August 5, the Centre decided to
end the special status given to Jam-
mu and Kashmir (J&K) under Arti-
cle 370. In addition, J&K also lost its
statehood and was re-organised in-
to two Union Territories. How do
these moves change India’s relation-
ship with J&K? More importantly,
what do they mean for federalism,
parliamentary democracy and di-
versity? In a conversation moderat-
ed by Varghese K. George, Radha
Kumar (RK) and Sukumar Mura-
lidharan (SM) look at the changed
scenario. Edited excerpts:

The BJP has always argued that
Article 370 led to separatism.
However, the founding fathers
of India had a different idea,
believing instead that such
provisions were essential to
build unity among a diverse
population. How do you see it?

RK: A look at the history of Kashmir
reveals that the conflict always in-
tensified in response to dilution of
Article 370. Empirical evidence also
shows that [it is] the periodic ero-
sion of Article 370 that gave strength
to separatist elements.

SM: I would agree. It is necessary to
understand that J&K is unique
among Indian States; it is an amal-
gam of three cultural regions and
finding the proper power balance
has been a tricky affair. Since the be-
ginning, there was a conflict bet-
ween Jammu, which insisted on
closer integration, and Kashmir,
which believed that autonomy
would safeguard the integrity of the
State. Article 370 was a compromise
between these two demands.

Unfortunately, this difference in
political perception has become
communalised. The BJP sees the
political dividend to be harvested
from the rest of India by cracking
down on what it has successfully
portrayed to be the ‘special status’
of Kashmir which is but a recogni-
tion of the historical realities and
circumstances surrounding Kash-
mir’s accession to India.

We could then argue that for
both camps — those who
believe India is a secular,

Taming Ebola in DRC

A randomised trial has shown two candidate
drugs to be highly effective in curing the disease

pluralist country and the other
who see it as a Hindu nation —
Kashmir holds a demonstrative
value. Would that be the right
characterisation?

RK: I'm afraid so. J&K has been in-
strumentalised by the rest of India.
I'd add a proviso: in a ‘quasi-federa-
tion’ of States like India, it is inevita-
ble that what happens in one State
will impact what happens in other
States and resonate at the national
level too. People in J&K, and partic-
ularly in the Valley, are aware of this
but do not know how to engage with
the political views of the whole of
India. Early political leaders like
Sheikh Abdullah, G.M. Sadiq, D.P.
Dhar and others knew how to en-
gage with Indian political leaders
but it was an unfortunate time for
democracy in J&K. This is a key ele-
ment we often forget to consider: in
India, the most successful States are
those where democracy has grown
unimpeded, whereas States where
democracy has been interjected are
in trouble, tense or volatile. Kash-
mir is a prime example of it.

Would you then agree that the
question of autonomy has been
central to the debate on
Kashmir? The binary always
used in this debate is autonomy
vs. integration. Can we argue
that relative autonomy in the
earlier decades helped
development in Kashmir?

SM: In the early years after Inde-
pendence, J&K recorded some of
the best land reforms in India. Lan-
dlordism and large feudal estates
that flourished were dismantled
and land was redistributed. A new
Kashmiri middle class was created
which was significant in underwrit-
ing early phases of stability. [But]
subsequently, when they sought a
voice, democracy was throttled.
The reason is that the operative
principle in J&K was not accounta-
bility to the people, but to New Del-
hi. J&K was not allowed to function
like any other State in the Union.
The political geography of south-
ern India reflects numerous chang-
es since Independence. The linguis-
tic re-organisation of States gave

Jammu and Kashmir, under Premier Sheikh Abdullah, recorded some of the
best land reforms in India in the early years after Independence. Picture
shows Abdullah with Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru scetty imaces

stability to the region. [However]
due to constraints owing to the com-
plex history of J&K, it was not reor-
ganised. Thus, a chronic state of in-
stability was created over the
[sharing] of power between the
three regions, further compounded
by New Delhi’s interference.

After the 1971 War, India was con-
fident of having diminished Pakis-
tan’s status as the homeland of the
subcontinent’s Muslims. Indira
Gandhi was able to conclude a pact
with Sheikh Abdullah. Bringing him
back to the mainstream of politics
might have shown a promise of inte-
gration of J&K. [But] in 1980s, when
Abdullah’s son and successor Fa-
rooq Abdullah started functioning
in national politics as an Opposition
leader, he invited the wrath of Mrs.
Gandhi, who dismissed him from of-
fice and started to meddle in the
politics of the State. J&K has had a
history of its democratic processes
being impeded.

Radha, what is your view on the
difference in terms by which
various regions were folded
into the Union of India? Is
asymmetric federalism good
for the regions involved and the
idea of India?

RK: First, on the issue of develop-
ment, I’d like to add that integration
is not a matter of pen on paper, but
of hearts and minds, processes and
sense of belonging. Development
depends on stability, peace and effi-
cient and corruption-free gover-

Q The spectacle of last week
has been a sorry
commentary on our
democratic morals

SUKUMAR MURALIDHARAN

nance. However, J&K has had short
periods of stability interspersed
with long periods of instability and
violence. The first thing should be
to work towards a peace process
that will establish stability on the
ground. That has nothing to do with
autonomy.

Corruption, as we know, is a pro-
duct of black economy in an unsta-
ble region. That is anyway a pro-
blem across the country.
Transparency International would
help us realise that J&K might not be
the most corrupt. In fact, my State,
Tamil Nadu, is probably the second
or third-most corrupt and it does
not have an ‘integration’ problem.
So, development and integration
have little to do with each other.

The government sought
legitimacy by claiming that the
majority of Parliament voted in
its favour. In essence, that
majority comes from five or six
States. So, a majority of a
handful of States has become
the national majority and can
be used as a tool to change the
character, nature or
composition of any State.

SM: This is not majority but majori-
tarianism, wherein a brute majority
imposes its will on a reluctant mi-

nority. The Constitution and Su-
preme Court have said that Article
370 cannot be revoked without con-
sent from the Constituent Assemb-
ly, in the absence of which the J&K
Legislative Assembly fulfils that
role. President’s rule is, by defini-
tion, a transitory phase. He cannot
assume the will of the people and al-
low Parliament to ratify a Bill follow-
ing a highly questionable legislative
procedure. Further, the celebration
in [many parts of] the country while
Kashmir is under lockdown goes to
show how deeply alienated J&K is
from the rest of India. The spectacle
of last week has been a sorry com-
mentary on our democratic morals
and sense of loyalty to constitution-
al principles.

Radha, technically this move
was democratic in that an
elected government did it. Do
you, however, fear that this
kind of move may be repeated
elsewhere in the country?

RK: Before I go to the future, [ want
to underline that this [move] was
completely undemocratic. The Go-
vernor and the President represent
the Union in a State, not the will of
the people of the State which rests
in its Legislative Assembly and elect-
ed government. Parliament repre-
sents, on the other hand, the will of
the entire country. Within Parlia-
ment, there are only a handful of re-
presentatives of J&K. Amongst
them, the bulk was not present or
displayed their opposition and only
one spoke.

Clearly, this parliamentary deci-
sion did not include the will of the
people of J&K. In such far-reaching
parliamentary changes, Parliament
cannot substitute the will of the pe-
ople unless there are compelling
reasons (like an armed resistance).
Besides, it is not clear how changing
the status to a Union Territory
would help maintain security since,
under Article 370, it is anyway a
Central subject.

Due democratic process in the
State was pre-empted and it was put
under lockdown and its political lea-
dership was arrested. No reason has
been given for their arrest, no
charges have been pressed and they
have not been produced before a
magistrate court. The worst is that
this may be used as a precedent in
other parts of the country.
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Finalisation of fertilizer project

R. PRASAD

There is good news a year after Ebola
struck the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC), making 2,619 peo-
pleill and killing 1,823. Assuming that
the final test results are valid, the dis-
ease — which has had an overall fatal-
ity rate of about 67% in the current
outbreak in DRC — can be treated
with drugs, especially if treatment is
started early.

Earlier, Merck’s preventive Ebola
vaccine (rVSV-ZEBOV-GP), which has
had a 97.5% efficacy, helped slow the
virus’s spread, but was not able to
stop the disease in its tracks.

Now, four candidate drugs -
Zmapp, remdesivir, REGN-EB3 and
mADb114 — have been tested in a ran-
domised trial, which began in No-
vember last year and, as on August 9,
had enrolled 681 of the target 725 pa-
tients. Preliminary results, of 499 of
the participants, show that two of the
candidates, REGN-EB3 and mAbl14,
were highly effective in
treating people infected
with the virus. While
REGN-EB3 “crossed the ef-
ficacy threshold” set for
the trial, the efficacy of
mADbl14 was also compara-
ble, say the results.

Reduced mortality

The overall mortality among patients
randomly chosen to receive REGN-
EB3 and mAbl114 was 29% and 34%
respectively. In the case of Zmapp
and remdesivir, the overall mortality
was way higher at 49% and 53% res-
pectively.

The striking difference in efficacy
was in patients who were recently in-
fected (and so had a low viral load).
Further, REGN-EB3 cured the disease
in 94% of such patients, while, in the
case of mAbl114, it was 89%.

Taking into consideration the su-
periority of the two candidates, data
and safety monitoring board recom-
mended that all future patients be gi-
ven either of the two, though they
have not yet been licensed.

REGN-EB3 is a cocktail of three an-
tibodies generated by injecting Ebola
virus into a mice model that has a hu-
man-like immune system, while
mADbl114’s development goes back to
the Ebola outbreak in 1995 in Congo.
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The first step towards finding a
cure was taken in 2005 by veteran
Congolese microbiologist Jean Jac-
ques Muyembe Tamfum, who helped
discover Ebola virus in 1976 and is
now tasked with bringing the current
outbreak under control. Mr. Tamfum
transfused blood of Ebola survivors
into eight people with disease and
though antibodies were not isolated,
seven of the eight survived. In 2006,
antibodies isolated from two survi-
vors led to the development of
mADb114.

Final analysis awaited

While we will have to wait till end
September or early October before fi-
nal analysis of all the trial data is per-
formed, there is a high possibility
that the final results will be along the
same lines as the preliminary results,
which were based on the data of 499
patients — nearly 69% of the total
number of participants.

Vaccination strategies have so far
faced huge challenges, in-
cluding those relating to
tracing primary contacts
and contacts of contacts,
and the mistrust among
the infected people to-
wards authorities and
health-care workers. Ho-
wever, in all likelihood,
the attitude of people will
change, and they will become more
willing to seek medical care without
delay, once they know that Ebola is a
curable disease.

Trial of a new Ebola preventive
vaccine from Johnson & Johnson has
already begun in Uganda.

While the interim analysis shows
Merck’s vaccine to be highly effec-
tive, the durability of protection is
not known. Further, a high coverage
will be required to prevent out-
breaks. And when outbreaks do oc-
cur, the availability of an approved
treatment will be important for opti-
mal responses.

If the final results of Merck’s pre-
ventive vaccine trial and the two
drugs to treat the disease do not
spring any adverse surprise, Ebola,
which has had a free run so far, is all
set to be tamed.

prasad.ravindranath@thehindu.co.in
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On scientific corruption and ‘recommendation letters
Underhand dealings come in different forms in T.N., as this reporter discovered

D. SURESH KUMAR
Journalists covering polit-
ics in Tamil Nadu often
come across political rivals
of the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) harping
on the accusation that the
party indulges in “scientific
corruption”.

The term, it is widely be-
lieved, was first used by re-
tired Supreme Court Jus-
tice Ranjit Singh Sarkaria,
who was appointed during
the Emergency to probe
graft allegations against the
M. Karunanidhi govern-
ment (1971-1976).

The Sarkaria Commis-
sion was constituted in Fe-
bruary 1976, soon after the
DMK government was dis-
missed by the Indira Gand-
hi dispensation. It is said
that Justice Sarkaria was so
taken in by the ingenuity
with which public funds
were embezzled that he de-
scribed it as “scientific cor-
ruption”. However, there
appears to be no record in
the public domain of him
having used the term.

Since the All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (AIADMK) often tar-
geted DMK on this score, I
once asked a second-line
AIADMK leader how he
would explain this ‘scientif-
ic corruption’ to the com-
mon man. By that time (the
early years of the millenni-
um), the massive corrup-
tion charges against the
1991-1996 Jayalalithaa re-
gime had dwarfed the DMK
government’s alleged omis-
sions and commissions.

The groundnut analogy
The leader, now a Minister,
said: “Sir, if we ask our
cadres to steal groundnuts
from a field, they would go
and uproot the plant, leav-
ing behind a trail of evi-
dence. But if you ask the
DMK guys to do the same,
they will dig below the field
and remove only the
groundnuts, leaving the
plant in its place. This is
what we call ‘scientific
corruption’.”

In as much the remark

evoked laughter, many pol-
iticians, irrespective of
their party affiliation, have
their own way of getting
things done under the ta-
ble. On the eve of a festival
in 2004 when Jayalalithaa
was Chief Minister, a pre-
mier university in Tamil
Nadu was in the midst of re-
cruiting faculty members.

I'was in the vice-chancel-
lor’s room for an interview
that afternoon when a
young woman, accompa-
nied by her father, walked
in, requesting that her can-
didature be favourably con-
sidered. The candidate said
she hailed from the same
village as an ATADMK Mi-
nister and handed over a
sealed envelope with the
State Government’s insig-
nia, which purportedly
contained a ‘recommenda-
tion letter’ from him.

The vice-chancellor —
known for his integrity —
opened the envelope, read
the contents and, to my
surprise, said, “Okay, the
Minister has written eve-

Can judicial review make the
move ineffectual?

RK: I can only hope that a judicial
review finds grave fault.

The Prime Minister, Home
Minister and a lot of supporters
say cultural autonomy and
political aspirations are a small
price to pay for development.

SM: Since [the days of] Jawaharlal
Nehru, there [has been] an aspira-
tion that cultural particularities
would be subsumed by modernisa-
tion but it has not worked that way.
Instead, there is now a re-assertion
of these particularities.

The irony is that while claiming
to solidify citizenship rights of Dalits
and refugees from Pakistan in Kash-
mir, and enforcing uniform rights
on all residents by taking away spe-
cial rights of indigenous residents,
the government is stripping people
of their citizenship rights in Assam
and, in Nagaland, has permitted
granting separate rights to the
State’s indigenous people. Playing
two different games is creating a
mosaic of great inconsistency.

[TThe real tragedy is that the peo-
ple of J&K are being victimised by
our lack of ability to arrive at a prin-
cipled and democratic solution.

Radha, do you think that the
BJP’s view on cultural
particularities has any
continuity with the Nehruvian
view on utopia?

RK: In a single word, no. In the last
five years, the BJP and RSS [Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh] have at-
tacked Nehru with increasing viru-
lence. They attack his secular
principles and misrepresent his pol-
itical moves. They pin [Article] 370
on him when we know perfectly
well that it was a joint decision bet-
ween Sardar Patel, Gopalaswami
Ayyangar, Sheikh Abdullah and
Nehru, not to mention other mem-
bers of the Cabinet. With respect to
development, some of the most de-
veloped countries have seen con-
flict. Countries like Ireland chose to
give up development, knowing pos-
sibly that they will be [stuck in] a
spiral where all institutions are dis-
rupted. China has pushed develop-
ment over culture and succeeded,
but it is not a democracy.

PRindu,

(There was no issue on August 16, 1969)
Representatives of the British Ministry of
Overseas Economic Development and the
U.K. Firm, Humphrey and Glasgow, the col-
laborators for the proposed Rs. 37-crore
Mangalore Fertilizer Project, are expected in
India shortly to finalise matters regarding
the choice of Indian partners for the long-
delayed project. A loan of about Rs. 10
crores from the British Government has
been sought for the project, since the U.K.
High Commission in Delhi had earlier indi-
cated that such a request would be consi-
dered for a fertilizer project. Mr. Veerendra
Patil, Chief Minister of Mysore, during his re-
cent visit to Delhi, had discussions with the
Union Minister for Petroleum and Chemi-
cals, Dr. Triguna Sen, for early implementa-

tion of the project which continues to be
dodged by uncertainties. In this connection,

it is stated that the Mysore Government is

partly responsible for the delay. It is pointed
out that the project would have got going by

rything. I will take care.”
The woman and her father
thanked him and left the
room with high hopes.

now but for the Mysore Government’s hesi-
tation to take up its equity share of Rs. 2
crores. It is understood that it wanted to give
this to a private firm.
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Indian Affairs in Parliament.

Replying to Col. Yate in the Commons [in

London on August 13], Mr. Montagu said he

‘Pongal greetings’
However, once the door
closed, he passed on the re-
commendation letter, writ-
ten in Tamil in green ink, to
me. The Minister had writ-
ten something along these
lines: “With Tamil Nadu
witnessing a golden rule
and all-round development
under the exemplary lea-
dership of Thanga Tharakai
(Golden Star), Dr. Puratchi
Thalaivi (revolutionary
leader) Honourable Amma
(as Jayalalithaa is known
among supporters), I am
happy to extend my Pongal
greetings to you.” Period.

The vice-chancellor
smiled and said: “Maybe
the letter was obtained for
a price. If she gets selected
on merit, she would be-
lieve that the letter did the
trick. [But] if she is not se-
lected, she won’t go back to
the Minister.”

was enquiring whether the applications of
officers of Indian army reserve for compen-
sation for loss of kit and it had been refused
by the India Office and the claim rejected as
inadmissible, unless an officer was again
called out for training. Replying to Sir J.
Rees, Mr. Montagu said he was about to lay
papers on the table regarding peace with
and the situation in Afghanistan. He regret-
ted that he was unable to make a statement
concerning the future of Mesopotamia. Re-
plying to Mr. F. Thomson, Mr. Montagu stat-
ed that approximately forty regular Indian
army officers had been discharged owing to
disability due to active war service. It was
not known whether the Government of In-
dia had found employment for any, but the
majority, if not all, would be either physical-
ly unfit or would not be desirous of further
employment in India. He would be glad to
learn if there was any officer of whom this
was incorrect. Replying to Lord Winterton,
Mr. Montagu said he had caused an enquiry
to be made on every definite allegation re-
garding transport and medical breakdowns
in the operations against Afghanistan and
hoped very shortly to lay papers on the table
dealing with the arrangements there.
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