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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Saturday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated
places over Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Ut-
tarakhand, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Rajasthan, Coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Yanam, West Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal,
Sikkim, Konkan, Goa, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala............. 5.5....33.2....25.5 Kozhikode................. 9.8....29.3....24.6

Ahmedabad........ 4.2....29.3....25.0 Kurnool .......................—....35.3....25.1

Aizawl................ 4.0....26.1....20.5 Lucknow......................—....33.2....24.9

Allahabad..............—....31.9....26.0 Madurai .......................—....29.7....27.4

Bengaluru .............—....28.9....20.8 Mangaluru ................ 7.0....28.6....23.0

Bhopal ............. 16.6....24.5....22.0 Mumbai .................... 5.7....30.8....25.2

Bhubaneswar.........—....33.7....25.7 Mysuru ........................—....28.9....20.8

Chandigarh ........ 8.9....33.0....25.8 New Delhi ...................—....34.8....26.6

Chennai ................—....34.7....27.1 Patna ..................... 23.8....35.0....26.2

Coimbatore ...........—....32.0....21.0 Port Blair................ 88.7....30.7....23.9

Dehradun ......... 00.0....00.0....00.0 Puducherry ..................—....35.8....26.8

Gangtok............. 3.8....24.2....18.5 Pune......................... 1.0....28.1....22.0

Goa.................. 38.7....30.0....24.1 Raipur .........................—....33.5....25.7

Guwahati ........... 1.3....29.6....26.7 Ranchi .........................—....30.2....22.5

Hubballi ................—....27.0....22.0 Shillong.................... 0.3....22.2....17.6

Hyderabad ............—....33.4....24.3 Shimla...................... 1.0....21.2....17.1

Imphal ............... 1.2....28.7....22.5 Srinagar.......................—....29.6....18.8

Jaipur ................ 8.8........ —....23.4 Thiruvananthapuram.........—....31.9....24.4

Kochi ................. 5.2....27.0....24.8 Tiruchi.........................—....38.3....28.0

Kohima ............ 13.8....26.2....17.7 Vijayawada ..................—....36.9....26.4

Kolkata .............. 0.6....34.1....27.6 Visakhapatnam .............—....32.6....27.8

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
6.00 p.m., Sirsa, Haryana
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score of
121 indicating an unhealthy
level of pollution. In
contrast, Narnaul, Haryana
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 24

Ahmedabad..... 50 .38 .57 ....45 ...68 ....*

Bengaluru ....... 07 .20 .47 ....30 .....— ....*

Chennai .......... 22 .33 .46 ....57 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. 10 .37 106 ....36 ...74 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 48 .41 .15 ....34 ...72 ....*

Kolkata........... 04 .25 .13 ....59 ...64 ....*

Lucknow ......... 07 .07 118 ....22 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 12 .16 103 ....22 ...39 ....*

Pune............... 74 .08 .67 ....44 ...44 ....*

Visakhapatnam ..— ..— .32 ..... — .....— ....*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

NewSpace India Ltd, the new
public sector space business
company,  on  Friday
launched a formal search for
industry  consortia  which
can  regularly  manufacture
and deliver entire PSLV satel­
lite launch vehicles for its pa­
rent,  the  Indian  Space  Re­
search Organisation.

It  will  initially  outsource
fi��ve  PSLVs  —  Indian  rockets
that can lift light payloads to
‘low earth orbits’ some 600
km in space. NSIL has called
a pre­bid meeting of poten­
tial parties on August 26.

The  four­stage  PSLV  is
needed to place both Indian
remote sensing satellites and
small satellites of foreign cus­
tomers to space.

Formed in March
NSIL  was  formed  in  March
this year to promote Indian
space commerce. In its fi��rst
tender it invited expressions
of interest or EoIs from one
or more experienced compa­
nies or consortia to produce

the  launchers  end  to  end:
their job starts from compo­
nent procuring, electronics,
to large stages and fi��nally the
assembly,  integration  and
testing (AIT) of the vehicles.
Selected parties can use  IS­
RO facilities where required,
it said. 

In  the  August  16  docu­
ment  titled  ‘EoI  for  PSLV
production by Indian indus­
try  consortium’,  NSIL  said,

“With a target of producing
12 PSLVs per annum through
Indian industry, NSIL/ ISRO,
as a fi��rst step, is looking for­
ward to [realising] 5 PSLVs,”
through selected companies
or consortia. 

Two a month
“Upon  successful  and  satis­
factory  completion  of  reali­
sation of 5 PSLVs, NSIL/ISRO
will enhance the scope to 12

PSLVs  per  annum  under  a
separate contract.”

At  the  Bengaluru  Space
Expo held a year ago,  ISRO
Chairman K. Sivan had urged
industries to relieve ISRO of
the  manufacturing  burden,
saying  the  space  agency
must do 59 launches by 2021
and  needed  a  PSLV  strike
rate of two a month. 

Of  the over ₹��6,000 crore
sanctioned  last year  for  the

cost  of  30  PSLVs  required
during  2019­24,  85%  of  the
money  would  go  to  indus­
tries, he had said.

ISRO  currently  sources
separate  rocket  parts  from
around  500  big  and  small
vendors and does the AIT it­
self at its facilities in Kerala,
Tamil  Nadu  and  Andhra
Pradesh.

Core job
For  almost  a  decade,  it  has
been  planning  to  hand  the
production  over  to  public
and private industries and it­
self  focus  on  its  core  job  of
space R&D.

On  the  satellite  side,
groups  of  industries  are  al­
ready helping ISRO in AIT at
the  Bengaluru­based  U.R.
Rao Satellite Centre and have
produced  a  couple  of  mid­
sized satellites.

ISRO also has two increas­
ingly more powerful launch­
ers in that order — the GSLV
and the GSLV­Mk III, used to
lift  2,000  kg  and  4,000  kg
communication  satellites  to
higher orbits.

ISRO arm begins search for PSLV makers
NSIL invites expression of interest from experienced companies to produce launchers 

Madhumathi D.S.

BENGALURU

Expanding horizon: ISRO successfully launched PSLV - C 46 / RISAT - 2 B from the Sathish
Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on May 22. * K.V SRINIVASAN

India has got its fi��rst National
Essential  Diagnostics  List
(NEDL)  fi��nalised  by  the  In­
dian Council of Medical Re­
search (ICMR) which aims to
bridge the current regulato­
ry system’s gap that do not
cover all the medical devices
and  in­vitro diagnostic dev­
ice (IVD). 

The  current  system  is
equipped  to  manage  only
the few notifi��ed devices.

With  this,  India  has  be­
come  the  fi��rst  country  to
compile  such  a  list  that
would  provide  guidance  to
the government for deciding
the  kind  of  diagnostic  tests
that diff��erent healthcare fa­
cilities in villages and remote
areas require.

The list is meant for facili­
ties from village till the dis­
trict level, noted ICMR.

WHO list
WHO released fi��rst edition of
essential  diagnostics  list
(EDL)  in  May  2018.  Even
though WHO’s EDL acts as a
reference point for develop­
ment  of  national  EDL,  In­
dia’s  diagnostics  list  has
been  customised  and  pre­
pared as per landscape of In­
dia’s health care priorities.

NEDL  builds  upon  the
Free Diagnostics Service In­
itiative and other diagnostics
initiatives of  the Health Mi­
nistry to provide an expand­
ed basket of tests at diff��erent
levels  of  the  public  health
system,  explained  a  senior
ICMR offi��cial.

He  said  implementation
of  NEDL  would  enable  im­
proved health care services
delivery  through  evidence­
based  care,  improved  pa­
tient  outcomes  and  reduc­
tion in out­of­pocket expen­
diture; eff��ective utilisation of
public health facilities; eff��ec­
tive  assessment  of  disease
burden, disease trends, sur­
veillance,  and  outbreak
identifi��cation;  and  address
antimicrobial resistance cri­
sis too.

“While  aff��ordability  of
diagnostics  is  a  prime  con­
cern  in  countrieslike  India,
low  cost,  inaccurate  diag­
nostics have made their way
into  the  Indian  market
which  has  no  place  in  the
quality health care system,”
said a senior offi��cial at ICMR.

India gets its fi��rst national
essential diagnostics list
Current system can manage only a few notifi��ed devices

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo­
rate  has  attached  assets
worth  ₹��570  crore  held  by
members of the committee
of IL&FS Financial Services
and  others  in  connection
with  a  money  laundering
case.

On Friday, based on the
fi��ndings in the case, the ED
fi��led  the  fi��rst  chargesheet
in a Mumbai court. The at­
tached  properties  include
bank accounts and immov­
able  properties  in  Delhi,
Mumbai,  Chennai  and
Brussels in Belgium. “They
belong  to  Ravi  Parthasa­
rathy, Ramesh Bawa, Hari
Sankaram, Arun Saha and
Ramchand  Karunakaran.
We  also  attached  various
immovable properties held
indirectly  by  Sivasanka­
ran,” said an ED offi��cial.

ED attaches
assets of IL&FS
members 

Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

The  police  in  western  As­
sam’s  Bongaigaon  district
on Friday registered a case
against a group of villagers
for  alleged  moral  policing
that drove a 16­year­old boy
to death.

Reports  said  a  kangaroo
court in Bharalkundi village
had fi��ned the boy, Uday Ma­
lo, ₹��42,000 for allegedly be­
ing  disrespectful  to  a  wo­
man three days ago. 

There  was  no  clarity  on
what exactly happened, but
some villagers said the boy
had  hit  the  woman  while

riding his bicycle.
The villagers said the boy

was  going  through  depres­
sion  since  the  kangaroo
court  slapped  the  penalty.
“His family did not have the
money  to  pay,”  a  villager
said,  adding  that  the  boy
was run over by a train.

The boy’s family lodged a
complaint  after  his  death
late  on  Thursday. “I  have
asked the local police to in­
vestigate and fi��nd the cause
behind the boy’s death and
see that the culprits are not
spared,” said Subodh K. So­
nowal,  the  district’s  Supe­
rintendent of Police.

Assam boy dies after
kangaroo court fi��nes him 
He was asked to pay ₹��42,000 penalty
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A serving Major General was
on  Friday  dismissed  from
service  for sexually harass­
ing  a  woman  offi��cer  while
serving in Nagaland in 2016,
military sources said.

The punishment awarded
to Major General R.S. Jaswal
by a general court martial in
December last year was ap­
proved by Army chief Gen­
eral Bipin Rawat, they said.

The general court martial
under  the  Western  Army
Command at Chandimandir
recommended  dismissal  of
Major  General  Jaswal  after

fi��nding  him  guilty  under
Section 354A of the IPC (sex­
ual harassment) and Section
45  (unacceptable  conduct)
of the Army Act. He was at­
tached  to  an  Army  forma­
tion  in  Ambala  under  2
Corps  as  part  of  the  disci­
plinary proceedings, and he
had  been  informed  about
his  dismissal  from  service,
the sources said.

Major General Jaswal de­
nied  the  charges,  and
claimed that he was a victim
of a factional feud, following
Gen.  Rawat’s  appointment
as the Army chief in Decem­
ber 2016.

Major General dismissed
from service by Army
He was accused of sexual harassment 

Press Trust of India 

New Delhi

AK-47 recovered from
Bihar MLA’s home
PATNA

Police in Bihar recovered an

AK-47 assault rifle, some

cartridges from the ancestral

house of the Independent

MLA representing Mokama,

Anant Singh, at Ladma in Barh

of Patna district. Mr. Singh,

known as “Chhote Sarkar

(mini government)” in his

area, said the recovered

weapon had been planted by

the police as he had not

visited his ancestral home for

the last 14 years.

Army wins Scout 
Masters contest
NEW DELHI 

The Army has won the 5th

International Army Scout

Masters Competition held at

the Jaisalmer Military Station

in Rajasthan from August 6 to

14. Eight teams from

Armenia, Belarus, China,

Kazakhstan, Russia, Sudan

and Uzbekistan participated

in the competition. India

participated in the games for

the first time. The

International army games are

organised by Russia. 

Wall of Azam Khan’s
luxury resort demolished 
RAMPUR

The Rampur district

administration on Friday

demolished the boundary

wall of Samajwadi Party MP

Azam Khan’d luxury resort

‘Humsafar’, after serving him

a notice for grabbing the

land. Two JCBs were engaged

in pulling down the wall

constructed over a ‘nullah’ of

the Uttar Pradesh Irrigation

Department. The demolished

portion extends to about

1,000 sq. m. IANS

A Gauhati  University  re­
search scholar at the centre
of a ‘beef ’ controversy over
a Facebook post she had de­
leted two years ago, has said
she is being targeted to stop
her  from  working  on  the
ground  to  help  people
stressed out by the ongoing
exercise  to  update  the  Na­
tional  Register  of  Citizens
(NRC).

In a video and statement
sent  to  The Hindu,  Rehna
Sultana  said  news  stories
about her by a section of the
media were part of a “well­
planned  conspiracy  to  de­
fame me and the work I am
currently engaged in.”

The  28­year­old  research
scholar said she did not cir­
culate any post on beef con­
sumption or supporting the
Pakistan  cricket  team  on

Bakrid. Such news released
a couple of days before Inde­
pendence  Day  was  a
planned  attempt  to  create
disorder  in  society,  she
added.

The Assam police on Au­
gust  14  registered  an  FIR
against Ms. Sultana over the
Facebook  post  that  resur­
faced  on  social  media  plat­
forms more than two years

after she had deleted it. She
was  booked  under  Section
153A  of  the  Indian  Penal
Code and Section 67 of  the
Information  Technology
Act.

“This  is  to  bring  to  your
notice  that  I  had  written  a
post in 2017. The context of
the post was a cricket match
and the post was written in
the form of a parody, prima­
rily out of the frustration of
India having lost to Pakistan
because of bad fi��elding and
batting.  That  was  also  the
time  when  many  lynchings
had taken place over beef,”
Ms. Sultana said.

“I  had  deleted  the  post
barely  two  minutes  after
posting it, having realised it
was done in an agitated state
of mind and could convey a
diff��erent  meaning.  I  also
gave a clarifi��cation regarding
the same,” she said.

‘Conspiracy to defame me’
Row over a deleted Facebook post raked up again, she says
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Rehna Sultana 

The CBI has booked a Cen­
tral  Drug  Standard  Control
Organisation  (CDSCO)  in­
spector and others for alleg­
edly demanding bribe to ig­
nore  the  defi��ciency  in
samples  of  dobutamine  in­
jection produced by an Am­
ritsar­based pharma compa­
ny. The drug is used to treat
acute heart failure. 

Those accused in the FIR
are inspector Ankur Bansal,
Kwality  Pharmaceutical  Li­
mited  managing  director
Ramesh  Arora,  its  director
Ajay Kumar Arora and chief
pharmacist  Karunakar  Ti­
wari, besides unknown pu­
blic servants. 

The  CBI  registered  the
case  following  a  source  in­
formation  about  alleged
conspiracy between certain

CDSCO  offi��cials,  working
under  the  Health  &  Family
Welfare Ministry, and own­
ers/representatives of com­
panies manufacturing drugs
to  manage  adverse  test  re­
sults. 

The  agency  alleges  that
samples of the injection ma­
nufactured  by  the  Kwality
Pharmaceuticals  Limited
(Amritar) were collected by
CDSCO  for  testing.  They
failed the test after which its
managing  director  chal­
lenged the reports. 

On  July  18,  it  is  alleged,
Mr. Tiwari — in connivance
with Mr. Arora, approached
the drug inspector for a fa­
vourable  decision.  The  in­
spector assured him of get­
ting  the  matter  settled  and
later  informed  Mr.  Tiwari
that  injection  samples  had
again failed the tests.

Drug control inspector
booked for asking bribe
CBI has registered a case against him
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Navy rescues injured Japanese sailor 
MUMBAI

The Indian Navy on Friday rushed to the help of an injured sailor

on board a Japanese warship in the Indian Ocean, an official said

here. Responding to an SOS from the Japanese warship JMSDF

Sazanami, the Indian Navy launched a Sea King helicopter from

INS Shikra along with a medical team. Later, the Japanese

consulate in Mumbai shifted him to a local hospital. IANS

One killed in lightning as 
heavy rain hits Kolkata
KOLKATA

A heavy downpour, lasting

about 90 minutes, threw

Kolkata city and surrounding

districts out of gear on Friday.

Torrential rain started around

3 p.m. in Kolkata and within

an hour, several parts of the

city were flooded, causing

huge traffic snarls. About 17

people who took shelter

under a tree were struck by

lightning and one of them,

Subir Pal died.
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