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Defence  Minister  Rajnath
Singh on Sunday said any fu­
ture  talks  with  Pakistan
would focus only on the sta­
tus  of  Pakistan­occupied
Kashmir (PoK).

Mr.  Singh,  who  was  ad­
dressing the BJP’s ‘Jan Aash­
irwad  Yatra’  in  Haryana’s
Kalka, said Pakistan wanted
to destabilise India through
terrorism,  and  there  would
be no talks with the country
unless it acted against terro­
rists and stopped supporting
terror activities.

“...People  from  Pakistan
say there should be talks bet­
ween  India  and  Pakistan.
About what should we talk?
What’s  the  issue  on  which

there  should  be  talks?  Why
should  there  be  talks?  If
there are to be any talks with
Pakistan,  they  will  happen
only  when  Pakistan  stops
supporting  terror  from  its

soil.  Until  then,  there’s  no
reason  for  any  talks,”  he
said.

“Also, in future, if talks are
held with Pakistan, they will
be on the issue of Pakistan­

occupied  Kashmir  and  no
other issue,” Mr. Singh said.

Prime  Minister  Imran
Khan  had  recently  acknow­
ledged  the  killing  of  terro­
rists in the IAF’s Balakot air
strike after denying it earlier,
Mr.  Singh  said.  “Pakistan’s
Prime  Minister  a  few  days
ago said in PoK that India is
planning  an  air  strike  even
bigger than the Balakot one.
This  means  that  Pakistan’s
Prime Minister has accepted
the fact India conducted an
air  strike  in  Balakot  and  a
large  number  of  terrorists
were killed in it,” he said.

‘Any talks with Pak. only on PoK’
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh says no other issue remains for dialogue 
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Unyielding stand: Rajnath Singh fl��agging off�� a rally from 
Kalka to Rohtak in Haryana on Sunday. * PTI

DAY BEFORE SCHOOLS REOPEN,

PARENTS WARY A PAGE 13

Authorities  reimposed  res­
trictions  on  movement  in
major  parts  of  Srinagar  on
Sunday  after  violent  over­
night  clashes  between  resi­
dents and the police left do­
zens  injured,  two  senior
offi��cials  and  eyewitnesses
said.

The decision to allow In­
ternet and mobile phone use
in parts of the Jammu region
was also reversed, said one
offi��cial,  amid  concerns
about  the  spread  of  ru­
mours. In the past 24 hours,

there  has  been  a  series  of
protests against the abroga­
tion of Article 370 following
the easing of restrictions on
movement  and  phone  use
on Saturday morning. 

The  State  government

said it has not imposed a cur­
few  in  the  past  two  weeks,
but on Sunday people were
being turned back at multi­
ple roadblocks in the city. 

Curbs on movement back 
in Kashmir following clashes
Internet, mobile
access suspended
in Jammu 
Reuters

Srinagar

Stones thrown by protesters
lying scattered on a road at
Habba Kadal.  * GETTY IMAGES

No  two  countries  in  the
world understand each oth­
er so well or share so much
as India and Bhutan, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
on  Sunday,  as  he  empha­
sised  that  New  Delhi  and
Thimphu  are  such  “natural
partners”  in  bringing  pros­
perity to their peoples.

Addressing  students  of

the prestigious Royal Univer­
sity of Bhutan here, Mr. Mo­
di said  it  is natural that the
people of Bhutan and India
experience great attachment

to each other. 
“India  is  fortunate  to  be

the land where Prince Sidd­
hartha  became  Gautam
Buddha.  And  from  where
the light of his spiritual mes­
sage, the light of Buddhism,
spread  all  over  the  world.
Generations of monks, spiri­
tual  leaders,  scholars  and
seekers  have  burnt  that
fl��ame bright in Bhutan,” the
Prime  Minister  said  in  the
Buddhist majority country.

‘India, Bhutan are natural partners’ 
They understand
each other well,
says PM Modi

Press Trust of India

Thimphu 

PM Modi with King Jigme
Khesar Wangchuck, left, and
former King Jigme Singye
Wangchuck on Sunday.  * ANI 
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The Islamic State (IS) on Sun­
day  claimed  responsibility
for the suicide blast at a wed­
ding  reception  in  Afghanis­
tan that killed 63 people late
on Saturday. 

The late night attack came
as  the  Taliban  and  the  U.S.
negotiate  an  agreement  on
the withdrawal of U.S. forces
in  exchange  for  a  Taliban
commitment on security and
peace  talks  with  Afghanis­
tan’s  U.S.­backed  govern­

ment.  IS  fi��ghters,  who  fi��rst
appeared  in  Afghanistan  in
2014, are not involved in the
talks. The group has attacked
Afghan  government  and
U.S.­led international forces
as well as the Taliban.

In a statement on the mes­
saging website Telegram, the
IS claimed responsibility for
the  attack  at  a  west  Kabul
wedding  hall,  in  a  minority
Shia neighbourhood, saying
its  bomber  had  infi��ltrated
the reception and detonated
his  explosives  in  the  crowd

of “infi��dels”.
The  Taliban  had  earlier

denied responsibility for the
attack and condemned it.

More  than  180  people
were  wounded,  with  many
women and children among
the  casualties,  Interior  Mi­
nistry  spokesperson  Nasrat
Rahimi said on Sunday, as fa­
milies  thronged  to  Kabul’s
crowded cemeteries.

63 killed in blast at Kabul wedding; IS claims responsibility 
Many women and children were among victims, 180 injured

Reuters

Kabul 

Grief­stricken: Men mourning at the funeral of their relatives
killed in the blast in Kabul on Sunday. * REUTERS FEARS OVER BAD DEAL A PAGE 14

JOY TURNS INTO MOURNING 
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At least 4,000 people have
been detained in Kashmir
over fears of unrest since
New Delhi divested the
region of its autonomy,
sources told AFP. They were
held under the Public Safety
Act, under which a person
can be jailed for two years
without trial. A PAGE 13

4,000 detained
in Kashmir 
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4 employees of IT fi��rm
killed in accident
NOIDA (U.P.)

Four employees of an IT

company were killed after

their SUV skidded off�� the

Yamuna Expressway in

Greater Noida and fell into a

30­foot ditch on Sunday.
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Our earnings were cups
and  trophies,  former
table  tennis star Manjit
Dua tells The Hindu. His
only regret is not getting
the Padma Shri. 
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