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UK. Opposition condemns Boris move = ‘One country, two systems

Parliament suspension a ‘smash-and-grab on democracy to force through a no-deal exit, says Corbyn
) AT

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON

Prime Minister Boris John-
son on Wednesday an-
nounced the suspension of
Parliament in the final weeks
before Britain’s EU depar-
ture date, enraging anti-
Brexit MPs.

Queen Elizabeth II has ap-
proved the request to close
what has been the longest
session of Parliament in
nearly 400 years, and reo-
pen it on October 14 setting
out Mr. Johnson's fresh legis-
lative programme.

Seemingly caught on the
hop, incensed anti-Brexit
MPs were left scrambling for
a way to stop the move.

Mr. Johnson’s announce-
ment came after six Opposi-
tion parties said on Tuesday
they would first seek to legis-
late to prevent leaving the EU
without a deal when Parlia-
ment returns from a summer
recess next week.

Jeremy Corbyn, the leader
of the main Opposition La-
bour Party, has said he wants
to call a vote of no-confi-
dence in Mr. Johnson’s go-
vernment, which commands
a majority of just one seat.

Strong reaction: A man wearing a mask of Brltlsh Prlme M|n|ster Borls Johnson protestlng
outside Downing Street in London on Wednesday. =reuters

John Bercow, the Speaker
of Parliament’s lower House
of Commons, described the
closure as a “constitutional
outrage” designed to stymie
debate on Brexit, with Bri-
tain currently on course to
crash out without a divorce
deal.

An EU summit on October
17-18 could decide whether
Britain ends its four decades
of membership without a
withdrawal agreement that
governs future trade rela-
tions and citizens rights.

Mr. Johnson said there

would be “ample time” eith-
er side of the summit for MPs
to debate Brexit.

He said it was “completely
untrue” that the move was
designed to stop MPs block-
ing his Brexit strategy.

Mr. Johnson said it was to
“bring forward a new, bold
and ambitious domestic le-
gislative agenda for the rene-
wal of our country after
Brexit”.

The government’s chief
Brexit adviser David Frost
was in Brussels for talks on
Wednesday.

“Taliban and U.S. close to deal

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
KABUL
The U.S. and the Taliban are
“close” to reaching an agree-
ment for a deal that would
see the Pentagon slash its
troop numbers in Afghanis-
tan, a spokesman for the in-
surgents said on Wednesday.
The two foes have been
meeting in Doha in recent
days in a bid to put the final
touches on a historic deal
that would see the Taliban
make various security gua-
rantees in return for a sharp
reduction in U.S troops
based in Afghanistan.

IN BRIEF

Japan PM Abe to meet
Iran's Rouhani in U.S.

YOKOHAMA

Japan's Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe plans to meet
Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani in New York next
month as Tokyo continues to
seek a leading role in
attempts to defuse rising
tensions in West Asia. arp

Sudan to name first
post-Bashir Cabinet
KHARTOUM

After months of unrest,
Sudan's newly-appointed
Prime Minister, Abdalla
Hamdok, is due on
Wednesday to announce a
Cabinet that will be the first
since veteran ruler Omar
al-Bashir was deposed more
than four months ago. arp

“We are close to an agree-
ment. We hope to bring
good news for our Muslim
and freedom seeking nation
soon,” Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid tweet-
ed. The U.S. embassy in Ka-
bul did not immediately
comment. But Sediq Sediq-
qi, a spokesman for Presi-
dent Ashraf Ghani, said U.S.
special envoy Zalmay Khalil-
zad would come to Kabul in
“one or two” days to brief
the Afghan leader about the
deal.

A senior Taliban com-
mander in Pakistan said that

a meeting of insurgent lead-
ers was under way at an un-
disclosed location along the
Afghanistan-Pakistan bor-
der, where the senior figures
were reviewing the pro-
posed agreement. “All the
Shura (consultation) mem-
bers have received the draft
and they are reading it care-
fully, yet no go-ahead signal
has been given to the Tali-
ban negotiating team in Do-
ha,” the Taliban official said.
“It may take a day or two as
Taliban leadership has to
take all the commanders in-
to confidence.”

Respiratory ailments

rise as Amazon fires rage
Children and elderly most affected

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PORTO VELHO

Lingering smoke in the
Amazon is reportedly caus-
ing increased respiratory
problems, particularly
among children and the el-
derly, as fires in the region
rage.

“The kids are affected the
most. They’re coughing a
lot,” said Elane Diaz, a nurse
in the Rondonia state capital
of Porto Velho, as she wait-
ed for a doctor’s appoint-
ment on Tuesday at the ci-
ty’s 9 of July hospital with
her 5-year-old son Eduardo.
“They have problems

breathing. I'm concerned
because
health.”

The number of people
treated for respiratory is-

it affects their

sues increased sharply in re-
cent days at the local Cosme
e Damia Children’s hospital.

“This period has been ve-
ry tough. The dry weather
and the smoke causes many
problems for children such
as pneumonia, coughing
and secretion,” Daniel Pires,
a pediatrician and the hospi-
tal’s adjunct director told
the Folha de S. Paulo new-
spaper.

Fears over health impacts
have been growing with the
surge in fires, with more
than 77,000 blazes docu-
mented by the country’s Na-
tional Space Research Insti-
tute since the start of the
year. About half of the fires
occurred in the Amazon re-
gion, with most in the past
month.

In the seismic 2016 refe-
rendum on Britain’s EU
membership, 52% voted in
favour of leaving the bloc, a
result that has left parlia-
ment and the country bitter-
ly divided.

Mr. Johnson insists Britain
must leave on the October 31
deadline — already twice-de-
layed — with or without a di-
vorce deal from Brussels.

Parliament has rejected
three times the withdrawal
agreement struck between
Brussels and the government
of Mr. Johnson’s predecessor

Theresa May. Parliament
typically goes into recess
again around the annual par-
ty conference season, which
kicks off on September 14
and ends on October 2.

‘A coup’

Mr. Bercow, who was not fo-
rewarned about Mr. John-
son’s suspension decision,
said: “It is blindingly obvious
that the purpose of proroga-
tion now would be to stop
Parliament debating Brexit.”

“Shutting down Parlia-
ment would be an offence
against the democratic
process.”

Mr. Corbyn called it “an
outrage” and a “smash-and-
grab on our democracy in or-
der to force through a no-
deal exit”, while Labour’s Fi-
nance spokesman John
McDonnell branded it a
“coup”.

Liberal Democrat Brexit
spokesman Tom Brake
tweeted: “The mother of all
parliaments will not allow
him to shut the people’s par-
liament out of the biggest de-
cision facing our country.
His declaration of war will be
met with an iron fist.”

Facebook tightens rules
for political ads in US.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

Facebook said on Wednes-
day it would tighten its rules
for political ad spending
ahead of the 2020 U.S. elec-
tion, notably by requiring
more information about
who is paying for campaign
messages.

The move is the latest by
Facebook to crack down on
efforts to deceive or manip-
ulate users after the social
network admitted lapses in
the 2016 election.

While Facebook has al-
ready begun requiring polit-
ical advertisers to provide
identification to confirm
who they are and where
they are located, the new
policy requires more infor-
mation to show they are re-
gistered with the U.S. go-
vernment.  This new
verification can be done by
submitting a tax identifica-
tion number or proof that
the group is registered with
the  Federal Election
Commission.

“and many problems

With Hong Kong
in disarray,
China’s policy is
back in focus
STANLY JOHNY
rotests in Hong Kong,
Pnow in its 13th consec-
utive  week, have

brought a decades-old poli-
cy of China back into focus —
‘One Country Two Systems’.

The protesters, who start-
ed occupying the city’s
streets in April after the local
government proposed an ex-
tradition law, say Beijing is
trying to violate this policy
by infringing on Hong
Kong’s autonomy. They
want China to end its interfe-
rence, while Beijing says it
sticks to the principle and
has likened the protesters to
terrorists.

So, what’s this One Coun-
try Two Systems principle?

Origin of policy

To put it simply, it means
Hong Kong and Macau Spe-
cial Administrative Regions,
both former colonies, can
have different economic and

political systems from that of

mainland China, while being
part of the People’s Republic
of China.

The policy was originally
proposed by Deng Xiaoping
shortly after he took the
reins of the country in the
late 1970s. Deng’s plan was
to unify China and Taiwan
under the One Country Two
Systems principle. He pro-
mised high autonomy to Tai-
wan. China's nationalist go-
vernment, which was
defeated in a civil war by the
communists in 1949, had ex-
iled to Taiwan. The island
has since been run as a sepa-
rate entity from the main-
land China, though Beijing
never gave up its claim over
Taiwan.

26 killed, 11 injured as attackers
set strip club in Mexico on fire
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COATZACOALCOS

Gunmen burst into a Mexi-
can strip club in a hail of bul-
lets and killed at least 26 pe-
ople as they trapped
revellers inside and started a
raging fire, officials said on
Wednesday.

President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador condemned
the “shameful” attack in the
city of Coatzacoalcos, and
said federal authorities
would investigate evidence
it may have stemmed from
collusion between local
authorities and organised
crime.

The Tuesday night attack,
which officials said also left
11 people badly wounded, is
the latest to rock the state of
Veracruz, a flashpoint in
bloody turf wars between
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In shock: People breaking down outsnde the bar, which was
set on fire in Mexico on Tuesday night. =arp

Mexico’s rival drug cartels
and a hotbed of political
corruption.

Survivors said gunmen
sprayed bullets as they des-
cended on the bar, the Ca-
ballo Blanco (White Horse),
then blocked the exits and
set the club alight.

Authorities said many of
the victims died of smoke in-
halation. It was not imme-

diately clear whether some
died of gunshot wounds.

Veracruz Governor Cuitla-
huac Garcia tweeted that
authorities had identified
one of the attackers as Ricar-
do “N” — Mexican law bars
the release of suspects’ full
names — adding that he was
a repeat offender known as
“La Loca” (“The Crazy
One”).

A protester throws back a
tear gas canister during

clashes with police. =arp

Under Deng’s plan, the is-
land could follow its capital-
ist economic system, run a
separate administration and
keep its own army, but un-
der Chinese sovereignty. Tai-
wan rejected the Commu-
nist Party’s offer.

Back to China

The idea of two systems in
one country resurfaced
when Beijing started talks
with Britain and Portugal,
who were running Hong
Kong and Macau,
respectively.

EXPLAINER

The British had taken con-
trol of Hong Kong in 1842 af-
ter the First Opium War. In
1898, the British government
and the Qing dynasty of Chi-
na signed the Second Con-
vention of Peking, which al-
lowed the British to take
control of the islands sur-
rounding Hong Kong,
known as New Territories,
on lease for 99 years. Macau,
on the other side, had been
ruled by the Portuguese
from 1557.

In the 1980s, China initiat-
ed talks with both Britain
and Portugal for the transfer
of the two territories. Beijing
promised to respect the re-
gion’s autonomy under the
One Country Two Systems
principle. On December 19,
1984, China and the U.K.

signed the Sino-British Joint
Declaration, which set the
terms for the autonomy and
the legal, economic and go-
vernmental systems for
Hong Kong after the British
exit. Similarly, on March 26,
1987, China and Portugal
signed the Joint Declaration
in which China made similar
promises for Macau.

Hong Kong returned to
Chinese control on July 1,
1997, and Macau on Decem-
ber 20, 1999. The regions
can have their own curren-
cies, economic and legal sys-
tems, but defence and diplo-
macy will be decided by
Beijing. Their mini-Constitu-
tions will remain valid for 50
years — till 2047 for Hong
Kong and 2049 for Macau. It
is unclear what will happen
after this term.

Current crisis

In recent years, there has
been a growing outcry
among Hong Kong’s pro-de-
mocracy activists against
China’s alleged attempts to
erode the city’s autonomy.

In 2016-17, six legislators
critical of Beijing were de-
barred. In 2018, the Hong
Kong National Party, a local-
ist party, was outlawed. This
year, Carrie Lam, the Chief
Executive of Hong Kong,
proposed the extradition
Bill, which sought to extra-
dite Hong Kongers to places
with which the city doesn’t
have extradition agree-
ments. Critics said it would
allow the city government to
extradite Beijing critics to
the mainland China.

This triggered the prot-
ests, and they went on des-
pite Ms. Lam’s decision to
suspend the Bill. The protes-
ters, who often clashed with
the police, now want the Bill
to be formally withdrawn,
Ms. Lam to resign, the ar-
rested protesters to be re-
leased and the city’s electo-
ral system to be reformed.

[taly’s M5S seals deal with

PD for new coalition
It will be led by outgoing PM Conte

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ROME

Italy’s  anti-establishment
Five Star Movement and the
centre-left Democratic Party
clinched a deal on Wednes-
day to form a government
and stave off elections in Eu-
rozone’s  third largest
economy.

Five Star (M5S) said the
coalition would be led by
outgoing Prime Minister Gi-
useppe Conte, who had re-
signed following the col-
lapse of the populist
government. The deal bet-
ween the two historic ene-
mies is set to bring to an end
what Italian newspapers
have dubbed “the craziest
crisis ever”.

M5S head Luigi Di Maio
told journalists in Rome that

the endorsement on Tues-
day of Mr. Conte by U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump “had
shown us we were on the
right path”. The parties had
been bickering over wheth-
er Mr. Conte — a soft-spoken
former academic— should
lead a new coalition or
whether a fresh face would
better signal a fresh start.

Mr. Di Maio has warned,
however, that any deal with
the Democratic Party (PD)
would still have to be ap-
proved by party members in
an online vote.

Far-right leader Matteo
Salvini, who triggered the
crisis on August 8 when he
withdrew his League party
from the governing coalition
with M5S, said the new set-
up was unlikely to last.
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m ACROSS
1 New university head accepts
point on reflection (2-2-4)
5 Blunder to enter gala nearly
showing rifle (6)
10 Smart move taking model for
wife (5)
11 Pure boiled food is good (9)
12 Secret police tried to capture
essentially dangerous criminal

9

13 Group of nine performing in
Final (5)

14 Tasteless cherry brandy — time
for a little rum (6)

15 Disrespectful fellow beginning
to abuse in flat (7)

18 A little snake slithers and
dashes off (7)

20 Shapely elves dancing around
middle of pasture (6)

22 Looking at securing ecstasy for
model (5)

24 Become very angry in bar and
knock over a fellow after
argument (5,1,3)

25 Shot revolutionary aboard
express! Ran out to tell a
far-fetched story (4,1,4)

26 Reappear in future curriculum
(5)

27 A model wearing spotted,
glossy fabric (6)

28 Endures insolent son stifling
sister (8)

® DOWN

1 Heartily encourage nervous
nurse lacking self-confidence

(6)

(set by Dr. X)

2 Woman yearning to enter
stage, getting more anxious

9

3 Avoid cemetery worker’s
services and invite misfortune
(3,4,3,5)

4 Sully revolting scoundrel
backing evil husband (7)

6 Finished in disaster! Now sadly
admitting error (6,4,5)

7 Steal popular bird (5)

8 Couples having trouble tear
contracts (8)

9 Upper-class peer secures
king’s support (6)

16 Tricks by raciest rogue to
ensnare one female (9)

17 Slanders essentially break
simpleton (8)

19 Most wretched character
backing petty tyrant (6)

20 Oddball managed to enter
podium knocking out guard at
Centre (7)

21 Attacks corrupt, revolting man
aboard steamer (6)

23 | do it stupidly? (5)
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Solution to puzzle 12716

Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Five divine elements

The Lord’s physical form is not made of the five elements as
in the case of humans. It is composed of five divine ele-
ments. The Lord’s physical form is called Divya Mangala Vi-
graha. But when the Lord took avataras, He did not reveal
these differences between our forms and His. When Rama
goes to bring the golden deer, Lakshmana warns Him. He
says other deer run away in fear from the golden deer. This
must be because the golden deer gives off the smell of an as-
ura, Lakshmana says. So however much one might try to dis-
guise one’s natural traits, they are bound to show up.

But, during His avataras, the Lord concealed all His natu-
ral characteristics, taking on the characteristics needed for
that avatara, said M.A. Venkatakrishnan in a discourse.
When He appeared as Varaha, other boars did not shy away
from Him. Instead, they rubbed themselves on His back.
This would have been possible only if they had been con-
vinced that He was one of them. So, He must have also smelt
like them. But how can He smell like a boar? Would it not be
wrong to make such inferences? Nampillai explains why it is
not wrong. The Vedas describe Him as sarva gandhah, that
means the One who has all kinds of smells. In that case,
what is wrong if we say that He did not smell differently from
the boars, during His Varaha avatara?

The Varaha Purana says we should offer tubers of nut-
sedge to Lord Varaha. These are tubers only boars like to
eat. When Nanjeeyar read of Varaha’s preferred food, he
fainted at the thought of the Supreme One eating the favou-
rite food of boars. In the Srimushna temple, even today they
give devotees a churnam as prasada. This is nothing but the
nutsedge tubers powdered with sugar to make them palata-
ble to us. But the Lord gladly ate this when He was Varaha!
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