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Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: INSAT/IMD (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Friday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely at isolated
places over Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Himachal Pradesh, Ut­
tarakhand, east Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha, Chhattis­
garh,  Odisha,  Gujarat  Region  and  Kerala  and  Mahe.
Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning very likely at isolated
places over Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Sikkim, Odisha and
Assam & Meghalaya.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala................ 8....35.0....27.0 Kozhikode............... 16.0....30.0....24.0

Ahmedabad........ 0.5....33.0....26.0 Kurnool .......................—....34.0....26.0

Aizawl...................—....29.0....20.0 Lucknow......................—....35.0....26.0

Allahabad........... 7.1....35.0....27.0 Madurai .......................—....40.0....27.0

Bengaluru .............—....29.0....21.0 Mangaluru .............. 56.2....29.0....23.0

Bhopal ..................—....29.0....23.0 Mumbai .................... 2.7....32.0....25.0

Bhubaneswar...... 0.2....33.0....25.0 Mysuru ........................—....29.0....20.0

Chandigarh ...........—....35.0....29.0 New Delhi ...................—....38.0....29.0

Chennai ........... 11.4....36.0....27.0 Patna ..........................—....35.0....29.0

Coimbatore ...........—....33.0....23.0 Port Blair.................. 9.1....27.0....25.0

Dehradun ........... 0.6....32.0....25.0 Puducherry ..................—....37.0....25.0

Gangtok............. 8.2....24.0....18.0 Pune............................—....32.0....21.0

Goa.................. 26.4....30.0....24.0 Raipur ...................... 0.4....30.0....25.0

Guwahati ........... 1.5....37.0....27.0 Ranchi .................... 13.4....32.0....25.0

Hubballi ................—....27.0....22.0 Shillong.................. 10.0....30.0....18.0

Hyderabad ............—....33.0....25.0 Shimla.........................—....26.0....17.0

Imphal ............... 4.2....32.0....22.0 Srinagar.......................—........ —........ —

Jaipur ................ 3.8....34.0....26.0 Thiruvananthapuram.... 12.1....31.0....25.0

Kochi ............... 20.0....31.0....24.0 Tiruchi.........................—....39.0....27.0

Kohima .............. 5.4....32.0....20.0 Vijayawada ..................—....36.0....26.0

Kolkata ............ 12.6....33.0....27.0 Visakhapatnam .............—....32.0....28.0

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)

Pollutants  in  the  air  you  are  breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observation made at
4.00 p.m., Gulbarga,
Karnataka recorded an
overall air quality index
(AQI) score of 487
indicating severe level of
pollution. In contrast,
Kolkata, West Bengal
recorded a healthy AQI
score of 34

Ahmedabad..... 71 .64 .54 ....63 ...82 ....*

Bengaluru ....... ..7 .18 .38 ....62 .....— ....*

Chennai .......... ..7 .17 .28 ....53 .....— ....*

Delhi .............. ..6 .50 ...8 ....76 .225 ....*

Hyderabad ...... 32 .31 .14 ....35 ...76 ....*

Kolkata........... ..2 .16 ...6 ....14 ...15 ....*

Lucknow ......... ..3 .21 200 ....41 .....— ....*

Mumbai .......... 18 .14 110 ....20 ...51 ....*

Pune............... 74 ...8 .67 ....42 ...42 ....*

Visakhapatnam ..— ..— ...— ..... — .....— ....—

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good (Readings indicate average AQI)

SO2:  Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2:  Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5  &  PM10:  Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature

death in people with heart or lung disease

The Union Environment Mi­
nistry  on  Thursday  trans­
ferred  ₹��47,436  crore  to  27
States  for  aff��orestation.
These are long­pending dues
part of the Compensatory Af­
forestation  Fund  (CAF),  a
₹��54,000  crore  tranche  that
has been collected for nearly
a decade  as  environmental
compensation  from  indus­
try,  which  has  razed  forest
land for its business plans.

Economic value
The amount to be paid by in­
dustry depends on the eco­
nomic value of the goods and
services that the razed forest
would have provided. These
include  timber,  bamboo,  fi��­
rewood,  carbon  sequestra­
tion, soil conservation, water
recharge,  and  seed  disper­
sal.  Industrialists  pay  this

money and this is eventually
transferred to the States con­
cerned to carry out aff��oresta­
tion. 

Only a fraction of this cor­
pus  had  actually  been  dis­
bursed to States, due to the
lack of a legal framework and
instances  of  States  using  it
for non­forestry purposes. 

Independent authority
The  CAF  Act  2016,  which
came into being more than a
decade since it was devised,
established an  independent
authority — the Compensato­
ry  Aff��orestation  Fund  Man­
agement and Planning Auth­
ority — to execute the fund. 

However,  it was not until
last August that the rules go­
verning the management of
the fund were fi��nalised. 

Environment  Minister
Prakash  Javadekar,  while
presenting cheques to senior

offi��cials in State forest admi­
nistration,  said  the  Centre
would  use  geographic  tag­
ging technology to keep a tab
on  whether  States  were  us­
ing  their  allotted  funds  ap­
propriately. 

“The Fund will be used as
per provisions of the CAF Act
and  Rules.  These  include
catchment  area  treatment,
wildlife management, forest
fi��re  prevention,  soil  and
moisture conservation work

in  the  forest....it  cannot  be
used  for payment of  salary,
travelling  allowances,  mak­
ing buildings and buying of­
fi��ce equipment for forest of­
fi��cers. We will use electronic
repositories,  geographical
tagging for tracking expens­
es,” he added.

Odisha top recipient
Odisha, the top recipient of
funds,  got  nearly  ₹��6,000
crore  followed  by  Chhattis­
garh  and  Madhya  Pradesh
with ₹��5,791 crore and ₹��5,196
crore respectively. 

Kerala  got  the  least  with
₹��81.59 crore.

Activists and environmen­
talists have  raised concerns
that  the  funds  are  used  by
the State  to ride roughshod
over  tribal  rights  and  un­
scientifi��c aff��orestation meth­
ods were often implemented
to make good razed forests.

₹��47,436 crore released for aff��orestation
The funds have been collected as compensation from industry for razing forest land for business 
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Seed capital: A forest employee making seed balls at the
Ahmadpur Forest Nursery in Bhopal.  * A.M. FARUQUI

Launching  the  ‘Fit  India
Movement,’  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
said healthy individuals, fa­
milies and society would be
the  ones  to  make  “new  In­
dia,”  “fi��t  India”  and  urged
people to make fi��tness their
lifestyle. 

Marking  the  National
Sports Day on the birth anni­
versary  of  hockey  legend
Major Dhyan Chand, Mr. Mo­
di  launched  the  “people’s
movement”  for  promoting
fi��tness, a government state­
ment said. 

The PM also congratulat­
ed  sportspersons  who  had

won medals for the country.
“Their medals are not only
the result of their hard work
but refl��ection of a new zeal
and  new  confi��dence  of  a
new India,” Mr. Modi said. 

“Success  is  related  to fi��t­
ness, success stories of all of
our  icons  from  any  fi��eld  of
life have a common thread —
most of them are fi��t, have a

focus on fi��tness and are fond
of fi��tness,” the PM said.

Technology  has  “robbed
us  of  our  daily  fi��tness  rou­
tines  and  today  we  are  un­
aware  of  our  traditional
practices and lifestyle which
could keep us fi��t,” he added.
He also said lifestyle changes
can  prevent  diseases  like
diabetes and hypertension.

‘Fit India Movement’ kicked 
off�� on National Sports Day
Make fi��tness a
lifestyle, says PM

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Towards fi��tness: Narendra Modi during the launch of ‘Fit India
Movement’. Actor Shilpa Shetty was also present. * PTI

Two  iconic,  but  dying  pro­
ducts  from  Tamil  Nadu  —
the  Dindigul  lock  and  the
Kandangi saree — were given
the Geographical Indication
tag by the Geographical In­
dications Registry  in Chen­
nai on Thursday. While the
application for the lock was
made by the Dindigul Lock,
Hardware  and  Steel  Furni­
ture Workers Industrial Co­
operative  Society  Limited,
the  Amarar  Rajeev  Gandhi
Handloom  Weavers  Co­op­
erative  Production  and
Sales  Society  Limited  fi��led
the application for the Kan­
dangi Saree.

“Dindigul  lock  and  Kan­
dangi saree were registered
today,” Chinnaraja G. Naidu,

Deputy  Registrar  of  Geo­
graphical  Indications,  said
on Thursday. He added that
both  these  products  were
losing  their  sheen  in  the
market,  and  the  GI  tag
would  help  them  get  some
recognition. 

While the market is fl��ood­
ed with sarees that are wo­
ven  in  other  parts  of  the
State and look like the Kan­
dangi saree, the original sa­
ree is made manually made
using  a  winding  machine,
loom,  shuttle  and  bobbin.
The  famous  Dindigul  locks
are  known  throughout  the
world  for  their  superior
quality  and  durability,  but
the industry has been slowly
dying  due  to  competition
from  Aligarh  and  Rajapa­
layam,  and  lack  of  proper
marketing. 

GI tag for T.N.’s Dindigul
lock, Kandangi saree
Their popularity has been on decline

Sangeetha Kandavel 

A. Shrikumar 

CHENNAI/MADURAI

Farmers’  profi��ts  from  fi��eld
crops are  likely to grow 11%
to  13% during  this kharif or
summer  crop  season,  ac­
cording  to  a  projection  by

CRISIL  Research.  Although
food grain production is like­
ly to fall, hit by either erratic
rainfall  or  pests,  higher  de­
mand and mandi prices will
help farmers. 

However,  the  projected

profi��t growth rate is still low­
er  than  last  year’s  rate  of
16%, CRISIL economists said.
Kharif output is also likely to
decline  3%  to  5%  this  year,
with  sowing  acreage  and
yields both hit by the uneven

distribution of rainfall.
“The  overall  quantum  of

rainfall is normal, but there
was a 36% defi��ciency in June,
which  aff��ected  paddy
acreage mostly in eastern In­
dia, and then excess rainfall

aff��ecting  some  crops  in  Au­
gust,” said CRISIL chief eco­
nomist  Dharmakirti  Joshi,
adding  that  abundant  rains
in August have improved the
chances of a healthy rabi sea­
son. 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Kharif farm profi��ts to grow despite fall in production 

The Enforcement Directo­
rate on Thursday recorded
Congress  leader  Ahmed
Patel’s  son  Faisal  Patel’s
statement  in  the  Sterling
Biotech Limited case. 

The  agency  examined
Mr.  Faisal  Patel  twice  last
week under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act.
The probe is based on two
FIRs registered by the Cen­
tral Bureau of Investigation
against  Sterling  Biotech
and others in October 2017,
one  pertaining  to  the  al­
leged routing of  funds be­
longing  to  unknown  offi��­
cials  of  the  Income  Tax
Department and the other
to  the  default  of  ₹��8,100
crore in bank loan.

ED records
Faisal Patel’s
statement 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI The Bombay High Court on
Thursday accepted the sub­
mission made by  the advo­
cate  appearing  for  activist
Vernon Gonsalves, accused
in the Elgar Parishad­Bhima
Koregaon  case,  “that  mere
possession  of  books  does
not implicate a person”.

A day  after  Justice  S.V.
Kotwal told senior advocate
Mihir Desai  to explain why
Rajya Daman Virodhi re­
leased  by  the  Kabir  Kala
Manch, and War and Peace
in Jangalmahal: People,
State and Maoists was
found at his residence, Mr.
Desai  said  on  Thursday,
“None  of  the  books  are
banned  under  Section  95
[power  to  declare  certain
publications forfeited and to

issue  search  warrants  for
the same] of the Code of Cri­
minal  Procedure.  Most  of
them  are  available  on  [on­
line retailer] Amazon.”

‘No ban’
He  went  on  to  list  the  61­
year­old Mr. Gonsalves’ cre­
dentials as a writer and co­
lumnist  who  has  written
about  human  rights,  left
wing rights and many other
topics  where  he  has  been
critical of the government. 

On  behalf  of  his  client,
Mr.  Desai  said,  “Merely
some  books  or  literature
found do not  implicate me
because there is no link with
any activities.” 

He added, “Mere posses­
sion of books does not make
him  part  of  a  banned
organisation.”

Special correspondent

Mumbai

Possession of books
not crime, accepts HC

The Enforcement Directorate moved a plea
before a special Prevention of Money Laun­
dering Act court on Thursday to sell paint­
ings worth ₹��57.72 crore, eight cars and other
articles  seized  from  absconding  diaman­
taire Nirav Modi earlier this year.

ED wants to sell Nirav
Modi’s paintings, cars 
staff reporter

Mumbai

14 plots attached in
irregular allotment case
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate

has attached 14 Panchkula

industrial plots worth ₹��30.34

crore in connection with

alleged irregular allotments

in 2011­12 when former Chief

Minister Bhupinder Singh

Hooda also served as the

Haryana Urban Development

Authority Chairman.

Gang­rape victim dies in
Aurangabad hospital 
MUMBAI

A 19­year­old woman, who

was allegedly raped by four

men in Mumbai in July died at

a government hospital in

Aurangabad in central

Maharashtra, police said on

Thursday. The woman died on

Wednesday night. PTI

Alliance Air, AI Express
ban single­use plastics
NEW DELHI

Air India subsidiaries Alliance

Air and Air India Express have

stopped usage of single use

plastics from Thursday,

including the use of 200 ml

water bottles. Plastic cutlery

and tea cups served on­board

will also be replaced with

eco­friendly options.

Doctors advise against
giving mercury to infants
THANJAVUR

Doctors at the Rajah Mirasdar

Government Hospital here

have cautioned people against

administering mercury to

infants under the

misconception that it would

cure a swollen belly in

newborns. The practice is

believed to be prevalent in the

rural areas in Tamil Nadu.

Tamil Nadu plans
underwater excavations
Chennai 

In a bid to unravel the trade

links of the ancient Tamils,

the Archaeology Department

is planning to carry out

underwater excavations in

the port cities and towns that

existed during the Sangam

and medieval periods. 
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