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Situation contrary to
Centre's claims: Yechury
NEW DELHI

The ground situation in
Kashmir is "completely
contrary"” to what the
Narendra Modi government
has been saying, CPI(M)
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury said after returning
from Srinagar where he met
his ailing party colleague
Yusuf Tarigami. Mr.Yechury
refused to give any further
details since the Supreme
Court had laid down the
condition that he should not
indulge in politics during his
trip.
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Delhi court extends CBI
custody of Chidambaram
NEW DELHI

A court for CBI cases here on
Friday further extended for
three days the CBI custody of
former Union Home Minister
P. Chidambaram in the INX
Media case. Extending the
remand till September 2,
special judge Ajay Kumar
Kuhar said: "Given the fact
that the record is voluminous
and accused needs to be
confronted, remand is
extended till September 2."
NEWS » PAGE 12

DTF's Ray wins DUTA
polls for a second term
NEW DELHI

The Democratic Teachers'
Front candidate Rajib Ray
won a second term as
president of the Delhi
University Teachers'
Association in the elections
which concluded on
Thursday.
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wave of the government’s ef-
forts to revive the economy,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday an-
nounced a slew of banking
reform measures, including
merger of 10 public sector
banks into four entities. This
would take the number of
banks in the country from 27
in 2017 to 12, Ms. Sitharaman
said.

These bank mergers, and
the ones already carried out,
will lead to the creation of
big banks with an enhanced
capacity to give credit, she
said. These big banks, she
said, would also be able to
compete globally and in-
crease their operational effi-
ciency by reducing their cost
of lending.

“We have chosen these
banks for the mergers on the
basis of ensuring that there is
no disruption in the banking

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced a series of mergers
involving public sector banks on Friday. The move cut down the number of
such banks from 27 in 2017 to 12. A look at the banks that will be merged:

Banks to be merged Size of merged entity

services, and that the banks
should benefit from in-
creased CASA [current ac-
count savings account] and
greater reach,” Ms. Sithara-
man said. “The banks that
are being merged with each
other run the same or very
similar platforms, and so
there will be no disruption in
their activities.”

The largest of the mergers
announced is that of Punjab
National Bank with Oriental

Bank of Commerce and Unit-
ed Bank. The amalgamated
entity — to be called Punjab
National Bank — will become
the second-largest public
sector bank in India, after
the State Bank of India. It will
also become the second-lar-
gest bank in India in terms of
its branch network, with a
combined total of 11,437
branches.

The second merger an-
nounced was that of Canara

o

No end in sight: A worker bringing plastic bottles to a junkyard near Chandigarh on Thursday.
These bottles are segregated and dispatched for recycling. A nationwide ban will be
imposed on plastic bags, cups and straws from October 2. = AkHILESH KUMAR

Anxious Assam readies for headcount results

Those excluded need not worry, govt. will help in filing appeals: CM Sonowal

RAHUL KARMAKAR
GUWAHATI
Five years, four deferred
deadlines and 1,220 crore
later, the outcome of one of
India’s largest headcount ex-
ercises — the Supreme Court-
monitored National Register
of Citizens (NRC) of Assam —
is scheduled to be published
on Saturday. The final list of
citizens will be uploaded on
the NRC website around 10
a.m. An official statement
with the data will also be is-
sued around the same time.
The State has been an-
xiously awaiting the final
NRC that is envisaged to
quantify the number of ille-
gal immigrants. The anxiety
surrounds the number of pe-
ople likely to be excluded

On their toes: Security personnel patrol a sensitive area
in Morigaon district of Assam on Friday. =RiTu RAJKONWAR

from the 3.29 crore appli-
cants. More than 41 lakh peo-
ple were excluded from the
draft NRC in two phases, of
whom 3.61 lakh did not re-
apply for inclusion.

The unease is more

among people of Bengali ori-
gin. While international or-
ganisations and  rights
groups have panned the go-
vernment for targeting mi-
grant Muslims, Home De-
partment officials said the

exclusion list could have
more Hindus.

‘Propaganda’

Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said certain forces
were carrying out propagan-
da. “The exercise under the
supervision of the Supreme
Court will soon reach a con-
clusion, and I am sure eve-
rything will be peaceful. I
want to assure those who
will be left out that they
should not worry. The go-
vernment will provide help
[to file appeals], and if there
is any issue, they can get in
touch through the district
administration,” he said.
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Punjab National Bank, Oriental 2nd largest PSB %18 lakh cr.
Bank of Commerce and United Bank

| _Canara Bank and Syndicate Bank 4th largest PSB %15.2 lakh cr.
Union Bank, Andhra Bank and 5th largest PSB ¥14.6 lakh cr.
Corporation Bank
Indian Bank and Allahabad Bank 7th largest PSB ¥8.08 lakh cr.

Bank and Syndicate Bank,
which would render the
merged entity the fourth-lar-
gest public sector bank. The
merger also has the potential
to lead to large cost reduc-
tions due to network over-
laps, Ms. Sitharaman said,
adding that the similar busi-
ness cultures of the two
banks would also facilitate a
smooth transition.

The third merger is of Un-
ion Bank of India with And-

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday
outlined a plan to
recapitalise public sector
banks, providing the
approximate allocation
breakup for 55,000 crore
of the 370,000 crore
promised in the Union
Budget. » PAGE 15

hra Bank and Corporation
Bank, the Finance Minister
said, which would make the
merged entity the fifth lar-
gest public sector bank. This
merger would have the po-
tential to increase the post-
merger bank’s business by 2-
4.5 times, she added.
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Terror funding case: NIA
summons Delhi doctor

He was asked about ties to Yasin Malik

VIJAITA SINGH
BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

Senior cardiologist Upendra
Kaul was summoned on Fri-
day by the National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) as a wit-
ness in the 2017 terror
funding case, a senior offi-
cial told The Hindu.

Dr. Kaul, chairman of Ba-
tra Hospital in south Delhi,
was asked to appear at 10.30
a.m. He told The Hindu that
he was questioned for over
half-an-hour and asked
about his SMS exchange
with one of his patients,
Kashmir separatist leader
Yasin Malik, now lodged in
Tihar Jail.

Cong. leader
appears
before ED

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Congress leader D.K. Shiva-
kumar on Friday appeared
before the Enforcement Di-
rectorate to record his
statement in a money laun-
dering case.

The ED summoned him
again after the Karnataka
High Court on Thursday
dismissed his plea against
the earlier summons.

The ED had opened its
probe in September last
year based on a chargesh-
eet filed by the Income Tax
Department alleging tax
evasion and hawala
transactions.
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Law student can stay in Delhi, says Supreme Court

The woman, who was traced in Rajasthan, had alleged sexual harassment by ex-BJP MP Chinmayanand

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Friday
agreed to the wishes of a wo-
man law student, who had
disappeared after levelling
charges of sexual harassment
against ex-BJP MP Swami
Chinmayanand only to be
traced in Rajasthan, to stay
back in Delhi.

After a closed-door session
with the woman, Justices R.
Banumathi and A.S. Bopanna
also directed the Delhi police
to safely bring her parents too
to Delhi from their native

Shahjahanpur in  Uttar
Pradesh.
The court asked the Regis-

CcM
K

trar to keep the woman and
her parents incommunicado
till the court takes up the mat-
ter again on Monday.

The court had suo motu ta-
ken up a letter from a group
of women Supreme Court la-
wyers anxious about the safe-
ty of the woman. They had
sought her production before
the apex court.

On Monday, the Uttar Pra-
desh government counsel in-
formed the Bench that the
woman had been found in Ra-
jasthan and was being taken
to Shahjahanpur. The lawyer
said the police convoy bring-
ing the woman had already
reached Fatehpur Sikri.

Swami Chinmayanand

But the Bench insisted that
the woman be produced be-
fore the Supreme Court dur-
ing the course of the day.

The government counsel,
after consulting with the State
police officers, returned to
the Bench, saying the woman

could be brought here in un-
der three hours.

Justice Banumathi said the
Bench would wait for the wo-
man to reach the court in or-
der to interact with her in-
camera. The interaction hap-
pened late in the evening.

The Shahjahanpur police
had on Tuesday lodged an
FIR against Mr. Chinmaya-
nand after the student went
missing following her allega-
tion in a video clip that he had
been harassing her. The wo-
man also spoke about threats
to her and her family’s life in
the video clip.

Her father had filed a com-
plaint with the police, accus-

ing Mr. Chinmayanand of sex-
ually harassing his daughter,
a charge refuted by the BJP
leader’s lawyer, who claimed
it was a “conspiracy” to black-
mail him.

The woman’s father had al-
leged that she went missing at
the behest of the 72-year-old
BJP leader, who heads the
Mumukshu ashram. She is a
postgraduate student in one
of the colleges run by the
ashram.

U.P. Director General of
Police O.P. Singh on Friday
said necessary legal action
was being taken.

(With inputs from Omar
Rashid)

Dr. Kaul said, “I was
asked about a message
which said INR 2.78. I ex-
plained that INR stood for a
medical term and not In-
dian National Rupees 2.78
million, etc. I explained that
Yasin Malik is just another
patient of mine... Here I
would like to add that it is
not like Malik is my child-
hood friend. In fact, in 1996,
it was the Government of In-
dia which brought him in for
treatment for heart ailment
and like any other patient
he needs follow-up, which I
have been doing here or so-
metimes in Kashmir...”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

— the lowest in the last 25 quarters. India's

Gross Value Added (GVA) grew at 4.9% — the

lowest in the last 21 quarters
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India’s gross domestic pro-
duct (GDP) growth rate
slowed to a six-year low of
5% in the first quarter of the
2019-20 financial year, the
government announced on
Friday, led by a dramatic
slowdown in the manufac-
turing sector.

The last time the GDP
grew slower was in the
fourth quarter (January to
March) of the financial year
2012-13, according to data
with the Ministry of Statis-
tics. It grew at 8% in the first
quarter of last year. The
growth of Gross Value Ad-
ded (GVA) stood at 4.9% in
the first quarter of the finan-
cial year 2019-20, also the
slowest in six years.

‘Global headwinds’

“The quarterly GDP esti-
mates show that India’s GDP
growth, while high, has
shown some slowdown,”
Chief Economic Adviser
Krishnamurthy Subrama-
nian told reporters. “This is
due to both endogenous
and exogenous factors. The
impact comes, especially,
from global headwinds due
to the deceleration in deve-
loped economies, the Sino-
American trade conflict,
etc.”

2015-16

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2015'20

The data show that the
manufacturing sector grew
at an anaemic two-year low
of 0.6% in the first quarter
of 2019-20, down from 12.1%
in the same quarter of the
previous year. The agricul-
ture sector also saw a dra-
matic slowdown in growth
to 2% from 5.1% over the
same period.

The plight of the real es-
tate sector was also high-
lighted by the slowdown in
its growth rate to 5.7% in the
first quarter of this financial
year, compared with 9.6% in
the same quarter of 2018-19.

Mr. Subramanian, howev-
er, highlighted the robust
growth in the electricity and
power generation sector, of
8.6% in the quarter under
consideration  compared
with 6.7% in the same quar-
ter of the previous year.
“Electricity and power gen-
eration, which is a leading
indicator across the world,
grew by 8.6%, a good sign of
green shoots towards higher
growth,” he said.

“As the Economic Survey
2019 shows, investment is a
critical driver of the econo-
my with consumption being
a key force multiplier,” Mr.
Subramanian said.
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West Bengal passes Bill to
prevent, punish mob lynching

High time Centre, other States followed suit, says Mamata

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

The West Bengal Legislative
Assembly on Friday passed a
Bill to prevent and punish in-
cidents of mob assaults and
lynching. The West Bengal
(Prevention of Lynching) Bill,
2019, was tabled, discussed
and passed in the House dur-
ing the day with legislators of
the Left parties and the Con-
gress joining the members of
Treasury benches in support-
ing it.

Describing lynching as “so-
cial malice”, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee appealed to
the Centre and other State go-

vernments to bring similar le-
gislations. “The Central go-
vernment should have
brought a law against it [mob
lynching]. But they are yet to
do so. So we are bringing this
law in our State to fight
against this social evil,” the
Chief Minister said.

The legislation also states
that “nodal officers” will be
appointed who shall “moni-
tor and coordinate preven-
tion of lynching”. It proposes
ajail term from three years to
life for those involved in as-
saulting and injuring a per-
son. In the event of the vic-
tim’s death, the perpetrators

can be punished with death
sentence or rigorous life im-
prisonment. The Bill, while
defining terms like “lynch-
ing” and “mob”, also says
that a West Bengal Lynching
Compensation Scheme may
be framed under this legisla-
tion. Congress MLA and
Leader of the Opposition Ab-
dul Mannan termed the Bill
“revolutionary”.

Representing the BJP, par-
ty MLA Swadhin Sarkar said:
“We fear this law will be used
to target the Opposition par-
ties. Even normal political
clashes will be termed lynch-
ing using this law.”

Canal completed in 42 years,
washed away in 24 hours

Jharkhand administration probe blames rodents for breach

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
RANCHI

It took 42 years to build a
Jharkhand irrigation project,
and then within 24 hours of
its inauguration, the canal
meant to provide water to 85
villages across Giridih, Haza-
ribagh and Bokaro districts
was washed away.

The State administration
has found rodents to pin the
blame on.

The irrigation project in
Giridih district was dedicat-
ed to the people by Chief Mi-

nister Raghubar Das on
Wednesday. By Thursday, a
major breach developed in
the canal, causing extensive
flooding in several villages.

“The initial probe sus-
pected ‘rat holes’ causing
damage to the canal,” said a
government statement re-
leased on Friday.

Arun Kumar Singh, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary of Wa-
ter Resources Department,
tweeted that following the
breach in the canal and
damage caused to the crops,

a high-level team, led by
chief engineer of advanced
projects in the department,
has been constituted. The
reports are to be submitted
within 24 hours. The repair
works are on.

In 1978, the then Gover-
nor of undivided Bihar, Ja-
gannath Kaushal, had laid
the foundation of the pro-
ject, but due to several rea-
sons the project got delayed.
The cost of the project also
escalated from 12 crore in
1978 to 32,500 crore.
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