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A BJP stalwart with Socialist roots

Hours before fatal heart attack, she had expressed happiness at removal of special status for J&K

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Former Union Minister
Sushma Swaraj passed away
here on Tuesday after suf-
fering cardiac arrest. She
was rushed to the All-India
Institute of Medical Scienc-
es, and cardio-pulmonary
resuscitation was adminis-
tered but doctors were un-
able to revive her, hospital
officials said. She was de-
clared dead at 10.50 p.m.
Just a couple of hours ear-
lier, she had expressed hap-
piness at the removal of spe-
cial status for Jammu &
Kashmir, thanking Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
making it possible “in her li-
fetime” to see the event.

Long career

Ms. Swaraj, 67, had a long
career in politics. She was
known for her skilled orato-
ry and was, at 25 years, the
youngest-ever Cabinet Mi-
nister in the Haryana go-
vernment led by the late De-
vi Lal. A lawyer by training,
she was part of the legal
team put together by the
Opposition when socialist
leader George Fernandes
was arrested during the
Emergency. Since she and
Swaraj Kaushal, who was al-
so involved with the Social-
ists, were part of the legal
team and had to travel to
Mumbai together, their law
professor and later Chief
Justice of India A.S. Anand
suggested that they get mar-
ried, a story later recounted
by her with much relish.

Last message to the PM

Sushma Swaraj, in her last tweet on August 6,
thanked the Prime Minister for the Centre's
decision on Jammu and Kashmir

Thank you Prime Minister.
Thank you very much. I was
waiting to see this day in my lifetime

While she was considered
a latecomer to the BJP, hav-
ing started out in the social-
ist ranks, she held the confi-
dence of top leaders and
was chosen by the late
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee to take on UPA
chairperson Sonia Gandhi in
Bellary in 1999. While she
lost that election, she won
hearts, narrowed the victo-
ry margin of the Congress
and provided a foothold to
the BJP in that area.

She was variously Infor-
mation and Broadcasting,
Parliamentary Affairs and
Health Minister in the Vaj-
payee government and also
served as Delhi Chief Minis-
ter in 1998, a position she
lost to Sheila Dikshit who al-
so passed away recently.

Ms. Swaraj and Ms. Gand-
hi tangled again in 2004, af-
ter the UPA came to power,
with the former threatening
to shave her head and live
on berries if the latter be-
came PM. As the Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha between 2009 and
2014, however, the two did
repair their relationship.

Ms. Swaraj was seen as
part of the old guard of the
BJP but fit in well as a res-
ponsive Minister for Exter-
nal Affairs, who neverthe-
less ceded the limelight to
Prime Minister Modi in fo-
reign policy.

A kidney transplant some
years ago saw her opt out of
electoral politics, and later
from the Cabinet formed by
Mr. Modi in his second term.

Afghanistan shadow
over India’s move

Real reason lies in global context

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI

India’s move to end the spe-
cial status to Jammu and
Kashmir indicates that the
government is bracing for
serious geo-strategic shifts
that will unfold in South
Asia over the next few
months.

Though the domestic rea-
sons for ending the status
was presented through a de-
tailed analysis of the nega-
tive effects that the Article
370 had for Kashmir, the
real reason for this hurried
makeover lies in the interna-
tional context.

‘Great progress’

Soon after Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah presented
his case for turning Kashmir
into a Union Territory, a
message from U.S. Special
Representative Zalmay Kha-
lilzad stated that his talks
with the Taliban in Qatari
capital had yielded “great
progress” and that he was

heading to Delhi to create
greater consensus in favour
of peace in Afghanistan.

The implication of this
peace agreement between
the Taliban and the U.S. will
be felt across South Asia and
in the West Asia.

Pakistan is waiting an-
xiously till its biggest stra-
tegic assets - the Taliban -
seal the deal with the U.S.
The Taliban have a histori-
cal parallel going back to the
1980s. In 1988, following the
Geneva Accords of 14 April,
South Asia went into a tail-
spin with Pakistan trying to
use some of the resources
secured for the Afghan Mu-
jahideen fighters to Kashmir
where insurgency peaked
subsequently.

The immediate outcome
of the U.S.-Taliban deal will
be the visible display of
American disinterest in
South Asia. This is the con-
text in which India keeping
a firm grip on Kashmir has
been seen.

SUSHMA SWARAJ 1952-2019

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

President Ram Nath Kovind,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Ministers and Opposi-
tion leaders have condoled
the death of former Union
Minister Sushma Swaraj on
Tuesday.

“Extremely shocked to
hear of the passing of Smt.
Sushma Swargj. The country
has lost a much loved leader
who epitomised dignity,
courage & integrity in public
life. Ever willing to help oth-
ers, she will always be re-
membered for her service to
the people of India,” the
President tweeted.

‘A glorious chapter’

Mr. Modi paid rich tributes
to Ms. Swaraj, saying: “A glo-
rious chapter in Indian pol-
itics comes to an end. India
grieves the demise of a re-
markable leader who devot-
ed her life to public service
and bettering lives of the
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A source of inspiration: Modi

poor. Sushma Swaraj Ji was
one of her kind, who was a
source of inspiration for
crores of people.”

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said he was deeply
shocked and anguished by
the sudden demise of an ex-
tremely valued colleague.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar said, “Deeply
shocked to learn of the pass-
ing away of Smt. Sushma
Swaraj. Difficult to accept
this news. The whole nation
grieves, the Foreign Minis-
try even more so.”

The Congress condoled
her demise. “We are sad-
dened to hear about the un-
timely demise of Smt Sush-
ma Swaraj. Our condolences
to her family and loved
ones,” the party said.

‘Extraordinary leader’

“I’'m shocked to hear about
the demise of Sushma Swa-
1aj Ji, an extraordinary polit-
ical leader, a gifted orator &

Pakistan Army stands
by Kashmiris, says Bajwa

Top commanders hold meeting

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s military “firmly
stands” by Kashmiris, the
powerful Army chief said on
Tuesday, a day after India
stripped the disputed re-
gion of its special autonomy
in a move set to deepen ani-
mosity between the nuclear
arch-rivals.

The Army's top comman-
ders met in the garrison city
of Rawalpindi to discuss the
move by India, which is also
set to exacerbate the long-
running bloody rebellion in
Kashmir.

“The Pakistan Army firm-
ly stands by the Kashmiris in
their just struggle to the ve-
ry end. We are prepared and
shall go to any extent to fulfil
our obligations in this re-
gard,” General Qamar Javed
Bajwa said, in a tweet sent
by a military spokesman af-
ter the meeting.

Spokesman Major Gener-
al Asif Ghafoor said com-
manders “fully supported”

the civilian government’s re-
jection of India’s move.
“Pakistan never recog-
nised the sham Indian ef-
forts to legalise its occupa-

tion” of the disputed
mountainous region, he
added.

On Tuesday, an estimated
500 people demonstrated
in Muzaffarabad, the largest
city in Pakistani-held Kash-
mir, with more protests ex-
pected across the parts of
the country.

Pakistani lawmakers also
began a joint-session of Par-
liament to discuss a possible
response to New Delhi’s
move.

For three decades the In-
dian-administered part has
been in the grip of an insur-
gency that has left tens of
thousands dead.

Armed Kashmiri rebels
and many residents have
fought for the Muslim ma-
jority region's indepen-
dence or to join neighbour
Pakistan.

Enough security for peace in J&K: Army

Sources say they expect infiltrations and ceasefire violations in the days ahead

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Necessary security arrange-
ments have been put in place
for ensuring peace and se-
curity in Jammu and Kash-
mir, said General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
Northern Command, Lt Gen
Ranbir Singh on Tuesday af-
ter chairing a meeting of the
core group of intelligence
and security agencies in
Srinagar.

However, sources in the
Army said they expected in-
filtrations and ceasefire vio-
lations to go up in the com-
ing days by Pakistan
following the dilution of Arti-
cle 370 and reorganisation of
Jammu and Kashmir.

In a statement after the
meeting in Srinagar, the Ar-
my said counter-terrorism
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On the job: Paramilitary personnel patrolling the deserted
streets of Jammu on Tuesday. =pi

and the law and order grids
had been strengthened.
“The security forces are
suitably deployed to guard
important vulnerable
points/areas, prepared for

crowd control, emerging law
and order situations, as also
to conduct effective counter
terrorist operations. Overall,
the security forces are firmly
in control of the security sit-

uation,” it stated.

Due to the strong security
measures in place, the Army
sources said, chances of riot-
ing or any other things hap-
pening were unlikely for
some time.

Anticipating action
However, they noted that the
Pakistan army had to do so-
mething to show solidarity
with people of Kashmir. “So
they will do some action on
the LoC [Line of Control].
We are expecting that infil-
tration, CFVs or some visible
action will be done by the
Pakistan army,” a source
said.

The Kashmir Valley still
remained shut which, the
sources said, should be re-
laxed in the next couple of
days.

an exceptional Parliamen-
tarian, with friendships
across party lines. My con-
dolences to her family in
this hour of grief. May her
soul rest in peace. Om Shan-
ti,” Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi said on Twitter.

“Deeply saddened,
shocked at the sudden pass-
ing away of Sushma Swaraj
Ji. T knew her since the
1990s. Even though our ide-
ologies differed, we shared
many cordial times in Parlia-
ment,” said West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee in a statement. “An
outstanding politician, lead-
er, good human being. Will
miss her,” she added.

Former Finance Minister
P. Chidambaram said,
“Deeply saddened that
Sushma Swaraj ji has passed
away. She served her party
and the country with loyal-
ty, devotion and
distinction.”

(With PTI inputs)

in my house: Farooq Abdullah

He tells NDTV he
will take the fight
to the logical end

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Former Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Farooq Ab-
dullah, in an interview to
NDTV on Tuesday, accused
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah of lying that he had not
been detained.

“I feel sad that Home Mi-
nister of India can lie like
this and say that I wasn’t de-
tained. I was detained in my
house,” he said, adding that
he had to force himself out
of his house.

Home Minister Amit Shah
said in the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday that Former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah has neither
been detained nor arrested
and he is at his home of his
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Farooq Abdullah, leader of
the National Conference.

own free will.

“For seventy years we
have fought the battle with
the nation and today we are
supposed to be the culprits?
It was the guarantee given by
the solid Government of
India.”

“The Article 370 and35A,
guaranteeing the special sta-
tus of the State, was granted
by the Government of In-
dia,” said the three-time

Chief Minister, who had
served as a Union Minister.

“Today, what do you
think people feel, who stood
by this nation as to how we
have been betrayed...,” said
an emotional Dr. Abdullah.

“Are they going to divide
people's hearts also? I do
think...they are going to re-
move Hindus one side, Mus-
lims one side, Buddhists one
side, is that what they want?
Is this what India is?” he
observed.

Dr. Abdullah said he,
along with those who stood
for democracy and secula-
rism, would fight for unity of
the country and take the
fight to the logical end. “We
will not give in,” he said.

The government's assu-
rance that the State had a ra-
tion stock of three months
was of no use when ordinary
people were unable to get to
it, did not have the money to
get it.

State bifurcation undemocratic,
says Mehbooba’s daughter

Kashmir has become like an open-air prison: lltija Javed

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

Iltija Javed, daughter of Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party

(PDP) leader Mehbooba Muf-
ti, has described the Union
government’s decision to re-
move the special status ac-
corded to Jammu and Kash-
mir and to reorganise the
State into two Union Territo-
ries as “completely undemo-
cratic,” reducing Kashmiris
to being “second-class citi-
zens in their own State.”

Ms. Mufti, a former Chief
Minister of the State, has
been put under detention,

along with several other pol-

itical leaders, including
another former Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah.

‘Like Palestine’

Speaking to The Hindu from
Srinagar, Ms. Javed said:
“This is a ruse by the State to
break her spirit. We don’t
know how she is at the mo-
ment, as she was taken away
last evening after being un-
der house arrest.

“Kashmir itself has be-
come like an open-air pri-
son, we are not being al-
lowed to speak out. Now I
know what it is like to be in
Palestine. The way this is be-

ing projected by the Centre
is that the removal of special
status is something that is
good for Kashmiris.

“Do you think Kashmiris
have such low IQ [intelli-
gence quotient] that they
don’t know what is good for
them? Or what they want for
themselves? Should it have
been done so undemocrati-
cally?”

She said there was fear in
the Valley. “The way for-
ward, as I see it, is for politi-
cal parties in Kashmir to get
together, sit calmly and go
for a front that would reflect
what is happening.

NEHRU MEMORIAL MUSEUM & LIBRARY

TEEN MURTI HOUSE, NEW DELHI

(An autonomous body under Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India)
Phone: 011-23014486, Email : www.nehrumemorial.nic.in

Request for Expression of Interest

Request for Expression of Interest for Selection Of
Design Consultancy Agency for Conceptualisation &
Submission Of Schematic Designs & Layouts for the
Museum On Prime Ministers Of India in the premises of
Nehru Memorial Museum & Library (NMML) Teen Murti
House are invited from experienced and eligible
agencies. EOl document have been uploaded on
www.tenderwizard.com/NMML, www.nehrumemorial.nic.in,
Wwww.eprocure.gov.in.

EOIl documents and other details can be downloaded from
7th August, 2019 to 31st August,2019 up to 11.59 PM (IST)
from www.tenderwizard.com, www.nehrumemorial.nic.in,
www.eprocure.gov.in. The documents can be uploaded only
on www.tenderwizard.com/NMML. The completed EOl will be
accepted up to 11.59 PM(IST) on 31st August, 2019

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION)

E-TENDER NOTICE No.01/DCE/CN/ERS/OT/2019 Dated: 03-08-2019
E-TENDER NOTICE No.02/DCE/CN/ERS/OT/2019 Dated: 03-08-2019
For and on behalf of The President of India, The Deputy Chief Engineer,
Construction, Southern Railway, Ernakulam Junction - 682 016 invites e-tender
for the following works as per Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) in the portal
www.ireps.gov.in. The Tenderers / Contractors intending to apply for the
tender needs to get enrolled in the portal www.ireps.gov.in and only online
tenders will be accepted. The cost of the Tender Form and the Earnest Money
Deposit (EMD) should be made through online payment gateway available on
the website by way of Multiple Bank’s, Net Banking, Debit and Credit Card.

Name of the Work

ltem
No.

1. | Doubling of track between Kuruppantara and Chingavanam. Proposed
construction of limited use Subway in lieu of LC No.35 at Km.61/
100-200.

2. | Kuruppantara and Chingavanam doubling Project - Reconstruction of
compound wall at the Railway boundary with Rice Research Station,
Vyttila between Km.4/800 to 5/200 between Ernakulam and Tripunittura
by the side of ERM - IPN Line.

Approxi Earnest |Last Date of| Last Date of .
Item| Cash Value | Money Issue of Receipt of Costof | Period Pf
. A Tender |Completion
No. | in Lakhs of | Deposit Tender Tender Form/ Form () |in Month(s)
) ®) Forms | Date of Opening
1. | 239.01 2,69,500/-| 06-09-2019 | 06-09-2019 | 10,000/- Six
2. 44.18 88,400/-| 06-09-2019 | 06-09-2019 3,000/- Four

For further details, visit Internet site www.ireps.gov.in or contact Office of the
Deputy Chief Engineer, Construction, Southern Railway, Ernakulam - 682 016.

DEPUTY CHIEF ENGINEER (Construction) I, Ernakulam Jn.

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE No.SA/E/5/2019-20/W, Dated: 05-08-2019
Divisional Railway Manager, Electrical, Salem Division, Salem - 5 for and
on behalf of The President of India Invites E-Tender for the following works.
Online bids only will be accepted. For detailed NIT, Qualification Criteria,
Bidding Document, Tender Submission etc., can be viewed/ downloaded from
website portal www.ireps.gov.in. The Cost of Tender and EMD shall be made
in Online Gateway Payment only.

Sl.
No.

1. | SAJE/5/19-20/1:- SA Division: Cleaning, Operation and Manning of
Escalator & Lifts available at Erode Junction for the period of Two Years.

2. | SA/E/5/19-20/2:- Design, Supply, Erection, Testing and Commissioning
of Passenger Lifts of 6 Person Capacity in proposed Officers’ Rest
House at Coimbatore Junction as per CPWD Specification including
Comprehensive AMC for a period of Five Years after warranty period.

3. | SA/E/5/19-20/3:- SA Division: Hiring of Road Vehicle for the use of
Sr.DEE/G/SA for the period of Two Years.

E-Tender Notice No. & Name of the Work

Sl. Approx. Earnest Money Tender Completion
No. Cost in (%) Deposit (3) Cost () Period
1. 29,51,156/- 59,000/- 3,360/- Two Years
2. 18,80,000/- 37,600/- 2,240/- 6 Months
3. 15,50,240/- 31,000/- 2,240/- Two Years

The above Tenders the Closing Time & Date is 15.00 Hrs. on 28-08-2019.

All Addendum / Corrigendum, Time Extension, Clarifications, etc., will be
uploaded in the website only and will not be published separately in
Newspapers. Bidders should regularly visit website to keep themselves

updated. )
DIVISIONAL RAILWAY MANAGER (Electrical), Salem.

(A Government of India Undertaking)
Manali, Chennai — 600068.
e-Tender
MFL invites On-line Bids from Global Tenderers
‘for Supply of Imported White Prilled Urea,” CFR Chennai.

Sl Name of Contact Last date for

No| the Tender Person Submission

01| Supply of DGM-MM & 27.08.2019
Imported White Commercial. at 16.00 Hrs
Prilled Urea Ph: +91 25945311/307 IST.

For further details, please visit our website:
www.madrasfert.co.in & http://eprocure.gov.in.

All corrections / corrigendum, if any, will be given in the
above website only.

Date - 07.08.2019

DGM-MM & Commercial.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, DEPARTMENT OF SPACE
SATISH DHAWAN SPACE CENTRE SHAR

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE GROUP
SRIHARIKOTA-524124.

E-TENDER BRIEF NOTICE

e-Tender Notice No.CMG/C/K 1987025 Date: 02.08.2019

1. On Behalf of the President of India, item-rate tender (s) is / are invited through e-
tendering for the following work(s).

SI. No. Description Details

Augmentation of SMPF PYRO building

1 | Title of Work (SMPB) at SDSC SHAR (Civil, PH and

Road works).
NIT No & Date CMGIC/K 1987025, Dt:02/8/2019
2 | Estimated Cost put to tender | ¥ 113 Lakhs
3 | Period of Completion 06 Months

Period during which the tender
documents can be requested

From: 07/08/2019, 10:00 Hrs
To : 16/08/2019, 14:00 Hrs

Last date and time for

uploading of tenders 22/08/2019, 14:30 Hrs

2. Interested tenderers may please refer Detailed Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) from
website www.isro.gov.in / www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO. For further details and
purchase of tender documents visit www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO, Ph:08623

226447, 226420. Group Director, CMG, SDSC SHAR

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION)
1) E-TENDER TENDER NOTICE No.03/CE/CN/ERS/2019 (OT), Dated: 01-08-2019
2) E-TENDER TENDER NOTICE No.04/CE/CN/ERS/2019 (OT), Dated: 01-08-2019

For and on behalf of The President of India, The Chief Engineer / Construction,
Ernakulam Junction - 682 016 invites e-tender for the following works as per
Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) in the portal www.ireps.gov.in. Tenderers /
Contractors intending to apply for the tender needs to get enrolled in the portal
www.ireps.gov.in and only online Tenders will be accepted. The cost
of the Tender Form and the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) should be
made through online payment gateway available on the website by way of
Multiple Bank’s, Net Banking, Debit and Credit Card.

Sl.No. Name of the Work

1. Shoranur- Mangalore Section - (1) Pro. Reconstruction of Br.No.
1047 at Km.706/700-707/000 as 6x18.00 m. PSC-I Girder and Slab
between Tikkoti and Badagara Stations (2) Br.No.1087 at Km.736/
100-200 as 3x18.0 m. PSC-| Girder and Slab between Tellicherry
and Etakkot Stations & (3) Br.No.1090 at Km.737/700-900 as
6x18.0 m. PSC-| Girder and Slab between Tellicherry and Etakkot
Stations - Earth Work and blanketing for formation on approaches,
collection of ballast, linking of track and other protective works.

2. | Shoranur - Mangalore Section - Proposed reconstruction of Bridge
No0.925 at Km.649/500-800, as 6x19.22 m. effective span PSC Box
Girder and 2x9.15 m. clear span PSC Slab between Parappanangadi
and Kadalundi Stations.

o | Approximate Earnest | Costof | Period of | Closing/Opening
E Cash Value Money | Tender |Completion| Date @ 15.00 Hrs./
n in (%) Deposit (%)| Form () | in Months 15.30 Hrs.
1. | 11,36,04,309/- | 7,18,000/- | 10,000/-| Twelve 26-08-2019
2 9,45,18,870/- | 6,22,600/- | 10,000/-| Eighteen 26-08-2019

For further details, visit Internet site www.ireps.gov.in or contact Office of the Chief
Administrative Officer/ Construction, Southern Railway, Ernakulam - 682 016.

CHIEF ENGINEER (Construction), Ernakulam Jn.
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