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CBI moves court for
summoning Kalyan
LUCKNOW

The CBI on Monday moved a
special court here trying
the Babri Masjid demolition
conspiracy case involving
former Deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani and
other BJP stalwarts, for
summoning former Rajasthan
Governor Kalyan Singh to
stand trialin the case.
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Seven 1984 riot cases
to be reopened

NEW DELHI

The Special Investigation
Team under the Union Home
Ministry has decided to
reopen investigations in
seven anti-Sikh riot cases of
1984 in which trial had been
completed and cases closed as
the accused were discharged.
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Lander ‘tilted’
not broken,
says ISRO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BENGALURU

Chandrayaan-2’s lander Vik-
ram is unbroken but lying
tilted on the surface of the
moon after a hard landing
very close to the scheduled
touchdown site, an ISRO offi-
cial said on Monday.
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Automobile sales still in free fall

Offtake of commercial vehicles, an index of economic activity, tumbles 39%

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA

NEW DELHI

Continuing the free fall, au-
tomobile sales in the coun-
try declined by 23.55% in
August 2019 — the worst
drop in monthly sales since
the Society of Indian Auto-
mobile Manufacturers
(SIAM) started recording
wholesale vehicle sales data
in 1997-98.

This follows the steepest
sales decline of 18.71% in
nearly 19 years in July 2019
witnessed by the industry
reeling under a prolonged
demand slump, mainly due
to poor consumer sentiment
amid slowing economic
growth.

The vehicle sales across
categories stood at about
18.21 lakh units in the last
month, down from over
23.82 lakh units in August
2018, according to data re-
leased on Monday.

Domestic passenger vehi-
cle sales, which comprise
cars, utility vehicles and

Downbhill
drive

The automobile
industry, which has
been forced to resort
to job cuts due to tepid
demand, has registered
the worst drop in
monthly sales since :
1997-98 in August 2019 §
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vans, contracted for the
tenth straight month to
about 1.96 lakh units down
31.6% from about 2.87 lakh
units in August 2018. Sales of
vans and cars were badly
hit, falling over 47% to 9,089
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units and 41% to nearly 1.16
lakh units, respectively. Util-
ity vehicle sales fell 2.20% to
71,478 units.

Commercial vehicle sales
— which are usually seen as
an indicator of the economic

TWO-WHEELERS

= Passenger

car sales in
August 2019
fell by 41.09%
compared

to the same
month in the
previous year,
registering
the steepest
monthly fall

= Fallin
passenger
vehicle sales in
August marks
the tenth
consecutive
month of
decline

Source:

Society of Indian
Automobile
Manufacturers

July 19

activity in the country -
tumbled nearly 39% to
51,897 units.
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UNHRC asks India to end lockdown in J&K

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE
NEW DELHI
The UN Human Rights Coun-
cil urged India on Monday to
end the lockdown in Kash-
mir and restore basic com-
munication services.
Delivering the opening
statement, UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights
Michelle Bachelet cited the
situation in Kashmir and As-
sam, where lakhs have been
excluded from the National

Register of Citizens, and
asked the Centre to “res-
pect” civil rights.

“I am deeply concerned
about the impact of recent
actions by the Government
of India on the human rights
of Kashmiris, including res-
trictions on internet com-
munications and peaceful
assembly, and the detention
of local political leaders and
activists,” said Ms. Bachelet,
while addressing the 42nd

Session of the HRC.

India ended the special
status for the State of Jammu
and Kashmir guaranteed un-
der Article 370 of the Consti-
tution and put the newly
created UT in a state of inde-
finite curfew. Following the
declaration, UN Security
Council held a special con-
sultation on the situation in
the territory on August 16.

“I have appealed particu-
larly to India to ease the cur-

rent lockdowns or curfews;
to ensure people’s access to
basic services; and that all
due process rights are res-
pected for those who have
been detained. It is impor-
tant that the people of Kash-
mir are consulted and en-
gaged in any decision-
making processes that have
an impact on their future,”
said Ms. Bachelet.
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SBI lending
rate cut by 10
basis points

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

State Bank of India (SBI),
the country’s largest len-
der, on Monday reduced its
benchmark lending rate —
the MCLR — by 10 basis
points (bps). With this cut,
the one year MCLR of the
bank, to which most loan
rates are linked, will be
8.15% with effect from
Tuesday.

The move will benefit all
the existing SBI customers
having home, auto and any
other category of loans
that are linked to the mar-
ginal cost of fund based
lending rate (MCLR). The
rate cut is aimed at boost-
ing loan demand in this fes-
tive season.

This is the fifth rate cut
by the SBI this financial
year. The bank has cut its
MCLR by 40 bps since
April.

The RBI has reduced the
key policy rate or the repo
rate by 110 bps between Fe-
bruary and August to boost
slowing growth. The cen-
tral bank has expressed
displeasure at banks for
not passing on the reduc-
tion in rates to customers.

SBI has also reduced re-
tail fixed deposit rates by
20-25 bps and bulk deposit
rates by 10-20 bps across
various tenures due to sur-
plus liquidity and falling in-
terest rates, the bank said
in a statement. The peak
FD rate for retail customers
(on deposits upto 2 crore)
is 6.5% for maturities of 1
year to less than 2 years.

Amit Shah allays
fears over new
Citizenship Bill

‘Rights of indigenous people are safe’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday said the
people of the northeast had
nothing to fear from a fresh
Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill the Centre may push
through.

The Centre’s bid to pass
such a Bill in January had
triggered widespread prot-
ests across the northeastern
States as it sought to legiti-
mise the stay of allegedly
persecuted non-Muslim mi-
grants from India’s neigh-
bourhood.

Mr. Shah was addressing
fears expressed by the Chief
Ministers of the region and
the “spillover effect” of As-
sam’s National Register of
Citizens (NRC) at the fourth
conclave of the North East
Democratic Alliance (NE-
DA), a forum of anti-Con-
gress parties helmed by the
BJP.

‘Article 371 intact’

“The Citizenship Bill will not
violate Article 371 that is ap-
plicable in the northeast. It
will not affect any rights of
the indigenous people, nor
will it affect the Inner-Line
Permit,” he said. Any visitor
to Arunachal Pradesh, Mizo-
ram and Nagaland need to
possess the permit for tem-
porary stay. Manipur and
Meghalaya have been de-

Amit Shah leaving the
Kamakhya temple in
Guwahati. =riTURAJKONWAR

manding such a permit.

Mr. Shah also pointed out
that the proposed Bill had
December 31, 2014, as the
cut-off date and no one ar-
riving after this date would
be given citizenship. But he
said the Centre would not
let any illegal immigrants
come in from neighbouring
countries.

Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K. Sangma had ear-
lier told him that the north-
eastern States feel the Citi-
zenship Bill would threaten
their existence and urged
him to take all the political
partners of the BJP into con-
fidence before bringing in
the legislation again.
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WARRANTY™
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Uses 25%" less water

Superior cleaning results Removes 99.9%" germs & allergens
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THIS DIWALI, BRING HOME A WHIRLPOOL APPLIANCE AT ¥1501" EMI
Special Finance Offer: 10 Easy EMIs, 0% Interest, 0 Down Payment | Up to 10% Cashback on Credit Card, Debit Card and Paper Finance

Images are for representation only. Features in select models. TT&C apply, visit www.whirlpoolindia.com for details. Finance offer available at sole discretion of financing company on its terms and conditions. Applicable on select outlets & models for limited period only. “Results based on internal lab tests done in 2018 on select Whirlpool model against leading
products in this segment (VA <=9.5KG) under standard test conditions and may vary depending on testing conditions. ~Results based on internal lab tests conducted on 360° Bloomwash Pro Spray model vs. Non Spray model under standard test conditions and may vary depending on testing conditions. AResults based on lab tests conducted on select Whirlpool
model under NSF Protocol P172 and may vary depending on testing conditions. *Results based on internal lab test conducted on select Whirlpool models with identified stains washed within 48 hours under specific test conditions and may vary basis testing conditions. **3 year comprehensive warranty; 7 year additional warranty on motor & prime mover.
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For disposal of e-waste generated at end of life of your Whirlpool product, you may kindly call us at: 1800-208-1800 (Toll Free).For bulk/corporate enquiries,
please contact us at corporate@whirlpool.com © 2019 All Rights Reserved. Whirlpool is a registered trademark of Whirlpool Properties Inc. and is used under license.
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