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why study says

AREPORT in The Lancet concludes that
itis possible to eradicate malaria as early
as 2050 —or withina generation —with
the right strategies and sufficient fund-
ing. The report, published by The Lancet
Commission on malaria eradication,
used existing evidence with new epi-
demiological and financial analyses.

Lower incidence, many
cases

Since 2000, global malaria inci-
dence and death rates declined by
36 and 60 per cent, respec-
tively. In 2017, 86 countries
reported 219 million cases
and 4,35,000 malaria
deaths, down from 262 mil-
lion cases and 8,39,000
deaths in 2000. Today, more
than half of the world’s countries
are malaria-free.

However, there are over 200 mil-
lion cases of malariareported each year;,
claiming nearly half a million lives.
Malaria cases are rising in 55 countries
in Africa, Asia and Latin America.

There is also inequity, with 29
countries (27 in Africa) accounting for
the large majority of new cases and 85
per cent of global deaths in 2017. Two
countries (Nigeria and Democratic

RANK COUNTRY TOTAL CASES*
1 Nigeria 53.7mn (25%)
2 DR Congo 25.0mn (11%)
3 Mozambique 10.0 mn (5%)
4 India 9.6 mn (4%)

5 Uganda 8.6 mn (4%)
6 BurkinaFaso 7.9 mn (4%)

7 Ghana 7.8 mn (4%)

8 Niger 7.7 mn (4%)

9 Cameroon 7.3 mn (3%)

10 Mali 7.2mn (3%)

Source: WHO Malaria Report 2019 via Lancet

Eradicating malaria by 2050:

TOP 10 BY MALARIA CASES, INCIDENCE, 2017

Figures in parentheses are each country’s share in global cases (219 million in 2017)
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it can be done

Republic of Congo) account for 36 per
cent of global cases. On the other
hand, 38 countries had incidences of
fewer than ten cases per 1,000 popu-
lation in 2017 and reported just 5% of
total malaria deaths.

Modelling a world free

from malaria

The report used new modelling to
estimate plausible scenarios for the
distribution and intensity of malaria

in2030 and 2050. Analyses indicate
that socioeconomic and envi-
ronmental trends, together
with improved coverage of
malaria interventions, will
create a world in 2050 with
malaria persisting in pockets
of low-level transmission in
equatorial Africa.

Toachieve eradication by 2050, the
report identifies three ways to accel-
erate the decline in malaria cases. First,
the world must improve implementa-
tion of malaria control programnes.
Second, they must develop and roll out
innovative new tools to overcome the
biological challenges to eradication.
Third, malaria-endemic countries and
donors must provide the financial in-
vestment needed.

COUNTRY  CASESPER1,000
Rwanda 506
Burkina Faso 412
CAfricanRep 387
Mali 386
Sierra Leone 380
Togo 371
Benin 368
Niger 359
Eq Guinea 343
Mozambique 338

WHY WE MISUNDERSTAND STRANGERS

IN 1938, when Adolf Hitler placed
German troops along the Czech border,
British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain flew to meet the German
leader to resolve the crisis. Chamberlain
came back convinced by Hitler’s
promise that he had no designs
on Poland or the rest of Europe,
and only wanted the "
Sudetenland part of
Czechoslovakia. What made
Chamberlain think he could
trust Hitler? Or, for that matter,
why are campus sexual assaults
on the rise? American author
Malcolm Gladwell addresses several such
situations in his new book.

Talking to Strangers: What We Should
Know about the People We Don’t Knowis a
journey through history and news stories
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to argue that something is very wrong
with the strategies we use to make sense
of people whom we don’t know. Because
we don’t know how to talk to strangers,
Gladwell argues, we are inviting conflict
and misunderstanding. In
Chamberlain’s case, he writes,
he “was acting on the same as-
sumption that we all follow in
making sense of strangers. We
believe that the information
gathered from a personal inter-
action is uniquely valuable”. He
| sugsgests that talking to strangers
requires “a willingness to look
beyond the stranger, and take time and
place and context into account”. Which
may be good advice generally, NPR notes
in its review — “but some situations are
just more complicated than that”.
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SIMPLY PUT

India vs Pak at UN, since 2014

Ahead of Prime Minister Modi’s address to the UN General Assembly, where Pakistan’s Imran Khan is
expected to bring up Kashmir again, a look at what the two countries have been saying at the UN platform

YASHEE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER9

ON SEPTEMBER 27, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will address the UN General Assembly
(UNGA). An address by Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Imran Khan will follow. India and
Pakistan do not have a fixed order of speak-
ing at the UNGA; however, Prime Ministers
speak before External Affairs Ministers.
This will be the first time since 2014 that
Modi addresses the UNGA; for the 70th-73rd
sessions (2015-18), it was addressed by late
External Affairs Minister. The UNGA has fre-
quently been a platform for India-Pakistan
jousting, mainly over Jammu and Kashmir.
Modi is back with a stronger majority,
Article 370 has been abrogated, Pakistan has
been trying to bring international attention to
Kashmir, and the ties between the neighbours
are strained. Imran is expected to focus on
Kashmir and alleged violation of humanrights.
A summary of the UNGA addresses by
India and Pakistan over the last five years.

2014

Modi: ‘Friendship with
neighbours highest priority’

There was speculation that Modi and the
then Pakistan PM, Nawaz Sharif, could meet
on the UNGA sidelines. They did not.

“...My government has placed the highest
priority on advancing friendship and cooper-
ation with her neighbours,” Modi said in his
address. “Thisincludes Pakistan.Iam prepared
to engage in a serious bilateral dialogue with
Pakistan in a peaceful atmosphere, without
the shadow of terrorism, to promote our
friendship and cooperation. However,
Pakistan must also take its responsibility se-
riously to create an appropriate environment.”

Sharif: ‘We cannot draw a veil
on the issue of Kashmir’

“Many generations of Kashmiris have lived
their lives under occupation,accompanied by
violence and abuse of their fundamental
rights,” Sharif said. “... The core issue of Jammu
and Kashmir has to be resolved... We cannot
draw a veil on the issue of Kashmir, until it is
addressed in accordance with the wishes of
the people of Jammu and Kashmir.”

2015

Swaraj: ‘Give up terrorism,
sit down and talk’

That year, there were terrorist attacks on
a police station on the Jammu-Pathankot

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the 69th session of the UNGA in 2014. PMO website

highway, an Army camp near Samba, and a
police station in Punjab’s Gurdaspur.

At the UNGA, Sharif proposed a new
“four-point peace initiative”; Swaraj re-
sponded that only one point was needed.

“We all know that these attacks are
meant to destabilise India and legitimise
Pakistan’s illegal occupation of parts of the
Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir and its
claim on the rest of it,” Swaraj said. “... India
remains open to dialogue. But talks and ter-
ror cannot go together. Yesterday the Prime
Minister of Pakistan proposed what he
termed as a four-point new peace initiative.
Iwould like to respond. We do not need four
points, we need just one — give up terrorism
and let us sit down and talk.”

Sharif: ‘3 generations of

Kashmiris saw oppression’

Earlier, Sharif had said: “Three generations
of Kashmiris have only seen broken promises
and brutal oppression... When I assumed of-
fice... one of my first priorities was to nor-
malise relations with India... Yet today cease-
fire violations along the Line of Control and
the Working Boundary are intensifying...”

2016

Swaraj: ‘Egregious abuses
in Balochistan’

The year saw attacks in Pathankot and

then Uri. Pakistan raised the killing of Hizb-ul
commander Burhan Wani; India responded
by criticising Pakistani abuses in Balochistan.

“... The Prime Minister of Pakistan used
this podium to make baseless allegations
about human rights violations in my country.

I can only say that those accusing others of

human rights violations would do well to in-
trospect and see what egregious abuses they
are perpetrating in their own country, includ-
ing in Balochistan,” Swaraj said.

Sharif: ‘Will share proof of

India violating human rights’

“A new generation of Kashmiris has risen
spontaneously against India’s illegal occupa-
tion —demanding freedom from occupation,”
Sharif had said. “Burhan Wani, the young
leader murdered by Indian forces, has emerged
as the symbol of the latest Kashmiri Intifada, a
popular and peaceful freedom movement... I
would like toinform the General Assembly that
Pakistan will share with the Secretary General
adossier containing detailed information and
evidence of the gross and systematic violations
of human rights committed by Indian forces
in occupied Jammu and Kashmir.”

2017

Swaraj: ‘We produced scholars,
you produced terrorists’

That year saw Kulbhushan Jadhav sen-

tenced to death by a Pakistan military court
and India approaching the International
Court of Justice.

Swaraj said: “On Thursday, from this
dais, Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shahid
Khagan Abbasi wasted rather too much of
his speech in making accusations against
us. He accused India of state-sponsored ter-
rorism, and of violating human rights.
Those listening had only one observation:
‘Look who's talking!’

“... Why is it that today India is a recog-
nised IT superpower in the world, and
Pakistan is recognised only as the pre-emi-
nent export factory for terror? We produced
scholars, doctors, engineers... You have pro-
duced terrorists. Doctors save people from
death; terrorists send them to death.”

Abbasi: ‘UN must send Inquiry
Commission to Kashmir’

Prime Minister Abbasi said: “Pakistan de-
mands an international investigation into
India’s crimes in Kashmir. We ask that the
United Nations Secretary-General and the
High Commissioner for Human Rights send
an Inquiry Commission to occupied Kashmir
to verify the nature and extent of India’s hu-
man rights violations.”

2018

Swaraj: ‘Pakistan glorifies
Kkillers’

India cancelled a meeting between
Foreign Ministers after agreeing to it. After
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi accused India of involvement in the
2014 Peshawar school attack, Swaraj re-
sponded: “We are accused of sabotaging the
process of talks... Talks with Pakistan have
begun many times. If they stopped, it was
only because of Pakistan’s behaviour...
Pakistan glorifies killers; it refuses to see the
blood of innocents.”

Qureshi: ‘Will never forget
Samjhauta, Peshawar attacks’

Qureshi had said that Pakistan would
“never forget the mass murder of more than
150 children in a Peshawar school [in 2014]...
and many others that have links with terror-
ists supported by India... [as well as] the terror-
istattackin India against Samjhauta Express”.
He said that Pakistan had inits custody “a serv-
ing Indian Naval officer, Commander
Kulbhushan Yadav, who has provided us with
the mostincriminating evidence by accepting
thathe, on the instructions of his government,
financed, planned and executed acts of terror-
ism and violence in Pakistan”.

NRC numbers: what earlier estimates said

SEEMA CHISHTI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER9

THE FINAL National Register of Citizens (NRC)
published on August 31 contained 19,06,657
exclusions, less than half the number of ex-
clusions in the final draft of July 2018. The
Assam BJP said it was “unhappy” with the
small number of excluded persons; the All
Assam Students Union (AASU) said they be-
lieved the number should have been higher.

What is the basis of the assumption that
Assam actually has many more “illegals”
than the NRC figure of 19 lakh?

The NRC process picked up steam after
the Supreme Court order in the Assam
Sanmilita Mahasangha & Ors vs Union Of India
& Ors case (December 17,2014).

Paragraph 13 of the order quoted from a
report submitted to then President K R

THIS WORD MEANS: VOLFEFE INDEX

Covfefe to Volfefe: A way to track Trump’s Twitter impact on markets

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Morgan, one of the largest investment
banks in the world, has published a research

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER9

SOON AFTER midnight on May 31, 2017,
United States President Donald Trump
posted one his most talked-about tweets:
“Despite the constant negative press cov-
fefe”. The tweet didn’t make much sense,
but the non-existent word “covfefe”
opened up a universe of interpretations,
jokes, and memes.

For the many critics of Trump, “covfefe”
rapidly became the symbol of his incoher-
ent and erratic behaviour, which they said
raised questions about the handling of both
the President and of his Twitter account. A
month later,a Democratic Congressman in-
troduced legislation titled The Comm-
unications Over Various Feeds Electro-
nically For Engagement Act (or Covfefe) Act,
aimed at including the US President’s social
media posts under the purview of the
Presidential Records Act of 1978.

Now, more than two years later, ] P

Epaperu.nes.asa. com

paper introducing the “Volfefe Index”,
which seeks to track the effect of President
Trump’s tweets on financial markets.

The Volfefe Index

A standout feature of Trump’s Twitter
presence is the sheer volume of his tweets.
According to the paper, published
September 6, Trump has produced more
than 10,000 tweets since taking office. More
importantly, the pace of tweeting has ac-
celerated in recent months to over a dozen
non-retweets a day on his personal account.

What the analysis revealed too, was that
“the subject of these tweets has increasingly
turned toward market-moving topics, most
prominently trade and monetary policy”.

According to J P Morgan'’s analysts,
there is now “strong evidence that tweets
have increasingly moved US (interest) rates
markets immediately after publication”. It
is noteworthy that Trump’s twitter activ-
ity peaks between 12 noon and 3 pm — a

A SURGE IN MARKET-MOVING TWEETS
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timeframe when it can move the markets
the most.

But, given the volume of daily tweets —
an average of 10 since the start of 2016 —
how does one know which tweet is likely

Tweets followed by 0.5bp+ moves
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Narayanan by the then Governor of Assam, Lt
Gen S K Sinha, in 1998: “The dangerous con-
sequences of large scale illegal migration from
Bangladesh... need to be empathetically
stressed. No misconceived and mistaken no-
tions of secularism should be allowed to come
inthe way... The spectre looms large of the in-
digenous people of Assam being reduced toa
minority in their home state. Their cultural
survival will be in jeopardy, their political con-
trol will be weakened and their employment
opportunities will be undermined.”

It was in this backdrop, the order noted, that
a writ petition was filed in 2000 by (Assam’s
present Chief Minister) Sarbananda Sonowal
“assailing the Constitutional validity of The
lllegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals)
Act, 1983 and the rules made thereunder”.

In his report, Lt Gen Sinha mentioned an
answer in Parliament on May 6, 1997 by then
Home Minister Indrajit Gupta, which esti-
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to move the market and which isn’t?
Hence, the Volfefe Index, “which ana-
lyzes a rolling sample of recent tweets to
judge how impactful the President’s re-
marks have been on volatility in US inter-

T
Mar 18

An NRC Seva Kendra in Guwahati.

Dasarath Deka/Express Archive

mated 10 million illegal immigrants in all of

India. The report said “Home Ministry
/Intelligence Bureau source, the 10 August
1998 issue of India Today has given the break-
down of these illegal migrants”, with “4 mil-

VOLFEFE INDEXAT PLAY
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estrates”.

The analysts concede that “such an ex-
ercise is necessarily quite approximate”, but
claim that it nonetheless gives insight into
the extent to which the President’s remarks

lion” in Assam.

The SC order noted: “On 14th July, 2004,
inresponse to an unstarred question pertain-
ing to deportation of illegal Bangladeshi mi-
grants, the Minister of State, Home Affairs,
submitted a statement to Parliament indi-
cating therein that the estimated number of
illegal Bangladeshi immigrants into India as
on 31st December, 2001 was 1.20 crores, out
of which 50 lakhs were in Assam.”

On August 31, state BJP president Ranjit
Dass said: “In 1991, former Assam Chief
Minister Hiteswar Saikia had said there are
30lakhillegal Bangladeshis in Assam. Then,
Congress Home Minister Sriprakash Jaiswal
told the Rajya Sabha that 50 lakh illegal
Bangladeshis are there in Assam. Even
Indrajit Gupta in the H D Deve Gowda gov-
ernment had talked of around 42 lakh ille-
gal foreigners... So how can we today accept
the figure of 19 lakh?”

contribute to market uncertainty.

Market-moving tweets

Analysts have defined “market-moving”
tweets as those that are followed by half a
basis point change in US government bond
yields within five minutes of the tweet’s
publication. According to this metric, as
Chart 1 shows, the frequency of such tweets
has been going up sharply.

The analysts also tried to deduce the
keywords that featured in such market-
moving tweets. In the list that they drew up,
‘China’, ‘billion’, ‘products’ came out on top,
followed by ‘dollars’, ‘tariffs’ and ‘trade’, and
then ‘inflation’, ‘economy’ and ‘reserve’.

How effective?

Chart 2 shows how the Volfefe Index helps
identify the frequency of market-moving
tweets during market hours. On the whole,
the ] P Morgan model found that only 146
tweets out of roughly 4,000 non-retweets oc-
curring during market hours from 2018-pres-
ent were market-moving ones.
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NEIGHBOUR’S COURT

NSA Doval suggests that removal of restrictions on people in
the Valley hinges on Pak behaving itself. That’s problematic

N THE WEEKS since the revoking of special status of Jammu & Kashmir, in response

to Pakistan’s repeated attempts to internationalise the matter, India’s position has

remained firm and unchanged: It is an internal issue. Indeed, the government’s

decision to carve the state into two Union Territories, thus centralising its gover-
nance, could also be seen to have robbed Pakistan of agency and leverage in the Valley. The
world has heard since August 5 about how Pakistan was using Article 370 to foment trou-
ble inJ&K, and that that was a pressing reason to do away with it. In this context, itis a lit-
tle puzzling that National Security Advisor A K Doval, in remarks during a media interac-
tion last week, has chosen to bring Pakistan back into the Kashmir discourse in a manner
that appears to return to it some of that agency.

By linking the restoration of communication and removal of other restrictions in the
blockaded Valley to “how Pakistan behaves”, the NSA appeared to suggest that the neigh-
bour still holds crucial influence in Kashmir. And that the rights of people in the Valley, that
they are entitled to as Indian citizens, would hinge upon the next steps taken in Islamabad
or Rawalpindi. Not only does this contradict another assertion by himin the same mediain-
teraction — that he was “fully convinced that a majority of the Kashmiris totally support” the
legal abatement of Article 370 — it also seemed to be at cross purposes with the govern-
ment’s other efforts to present India as the sole arbiter of Kashmir’s destiny.

As India prepares to look the world in the eye with the right words on the continued
communication shutdown in the Valley at the UN at the General Assembly and Human
Rights Council, the messaging will be crucial. The NSA has said that the arrested politicians
and activists would be released when “the environment conducive for the functioning of
democracy is created”. Itis not clear who he is addressing in that remark, but it would be
fair to say that as it was the Centre that suspended all political activity in the Valley, it also
has the responsibility to bring it back. It seems disingenuous to point to Pakistan at this
juncture, in the aftermath of a momentous decision by New Delhi that has disrupted sta-
tus quo in the Valley. According to NSA Doval’s assessment, there are 230 Pakistani mil-
itants waiting to infiltrate the Valley and create trouble. It should be the responsibility of
the Army, with all the resources at its command, to ensure that they do not enter. But the
sins of Pakistan cannot be a reason for punishing India’s own.

SEIZE THE PACT

India must join regional trade partnership, hook into global
value chains, address issues afflicting competitiveness

N SUNDAY, TRADE ministers from the 16-nation regional comprehensive
economic partnership (RCEP) group pledged to resolve their issues on the
proposed free trade agreement (FTA) by November, when their leaders meet
next for the ASEAN summit. So far, the Indian government has been cau-
tious about joining this trade block. But, as pressure from RCEP members mounts, the gov-
ernment will have to carefully think through its strategy on trade pacts. Given the nature
of global trade, joining these FTAs will not only gradually facilitate the country’s integra-
tion with global value chains, but provide greater opportunities for investment as well.

The RCEPis a proposed free trade agreement between the 10 ASEAN countries and their
FTA partners, namely India, China, Japan, Korea, Australia and New Zealand. Once con-
cluded, it will account for 25 per cent of the global GDP and 30 per cent of global trade.
Part of India’s reluctance to join this trade pact stems from the view that the country has
not benefited from its FTAs with countries like Korea, Malaysia and Japan. After these
pacts came into effect, imports from these countries surged, while exports did not risen
commensurately, leading to a widening of the trade deficit. India already runs a trade
deficit with most of the 16 RCEP countries. Opening up its market further could worsen
the situation. Large sections of India Inc are concerned that being part of RCEP would lead
to an influx of more competitively priced Chinese products in both the consumer goods
and industrial segments. Thus, eliminating tariffs for a significant section of traded goods
is bound to face resistance from domestic industry. A slowing economy will only exacer-
bate such fears.

Part of the explanation for this dismal performance under FTAs can be attributed to
higher compliance costs, administrative delays etc. But with India’s exports being almost
flat over the past five years, shunning such trade pacts is not a prudent approach. One
should be mindful that the long-run benefits from joining these trade blocks will out-
weigh the short-term costs. To be sure, India should negotiate concessions and safeguards
for sensitive sectors. Further, the proposed tariff reductions could be phased over a five
to ten-year period which will give time to the industry to adapt. But the costs of not go-
ing forward with the trade pact, under pressure from industry, will be great. India must
seize this opportunity to hook into global value chains, while addressing the deeper is-
sues that afflict manufacturing competitiveness.

A JUMBO ROMANCE

A Wayanad tusker in Kerala shows a different kind
of love is possible

RULAM IS IN mourning. Maniyan, a wild tusker that used to frequent this village

bordering the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary in Kerala, died last week. During the

weekend, villagers took out a silent procession to mourn the death. It was a rare oc-

casioninaregion where herds of wild elephants are known to raid crops and ran-
sack homes in search of food and tuskers in musth are known to trample the unsuspect-
ing villagers who stray on to their path.

Maniyan, however, was different. Even his occasional entry into human habitat never
went beyond pulling down the odd bag of salt; when villagers offered fruit, Maniyan
would stretch his trunk. He had learnt to co-exist with the villagers, and in turn, taught
the villagers to do so too. This, in a district where 67 people had died in a decade in hu-
man-animal conflict,a majority of them killed by wild jumbos. In fact, this contradiction
runs deep through the Malayalis’ relationship with the elephant. The feared beast of the
jungle becomes a loved creature once he is tamed. In April, the famed Thrissur Pooram,
atemple pageant that features a large number of decked up jumbos, came under a cloud
when fans of an aged and ailing elephant, Thechikottukavu Ramachandran, insisted on
his participation — Ramachandran, who killed 13 persons, had become some sort of a
security risk. Maniyan and Ramachandran present two extreme cases of the Malayalis’
romance with the beast.

The elephant has shaped the Malayali imagination like no other animal, celebrated in
literature, cinema and in every act of joy and celebration. However, the jumbo’s life has
only been worse off for this fear-laced affection. The taming of the beast and its later life
in chains should rank among the worst kind of torture inflicted on animals. Despite many
campaigns, it continues, and is defended in the name of love for the elephant. Maniyan
offers a different narrative — a one-off story perhaps — in which love is not predicated on

alife in chains.
speper - Il = <o W
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WORDLY WISE
WE ADMIRE ELEPHANTS IN PART BECAUSE THEY
DEMONSTRATE THE FINEST HUMAN TRAITS

— GRAYDON CARTER

Regime reveals itself

power, nationalist fervour, social control

A hundred days on, Modi 2.0: Its purpose is the show of

PrRATAP BHANU MEHTA

THE FIRST HUNDRED days of Narendra
Modi’s second term as prime minister raise
a profound question that goes beyond a mere
cataloguing of the government’s actions and
policies: What is the nature of the regime we
are spawning? As we look at the hundred
days, two political phenomena stare usin the
face. The first is that despite a very poor eco-
nomic performance, Modi remains im-
mensely popular. Even his staunchest critics
have to acknowledge that he has made him-
self an inescapable figure, someone who has
colonised our consciousness so much that
even criticism only serves to underscore his
importance and reinforce his imaginative
hold. His triumph is not what he does; it is
that he is the focal point of everything we do.

The second is that the authoritarian con-
solidation of this regime over Indian democ-
racy continues unabated. Almost all inde-
pendent institutions have been reduced to
ciphers. The characteristic hallmarks of au-
thoritarian domination have intensified: The
state defines a single national purpose and
everyone has to march to the same drum
beat; the population has to be kept in a per-
manent state of nationalist arousal to paper
over all social and economic contradictions;
thought control has to be exercised in order to
achieve what Leszek Kolakowski in another
context called “the mental and moral sterili-
sation” of society.

Even majoritarianism is openly justified.
In case you think the fears of majoritarianism
are ared herring, listen to Swapan Dasgupta,
not known to be a BJP critic, writing in The
Telegraph (August 22) “Many of the fears in
the Muslim community are undeniably over-
stated and tailored to the pre-existing belief
that the Modi government is inherently fas-
cistin nature. However, two factors stand out.
First, the fears, however misplaced, are nev-
ertheless real; and secondly, the Muslim
stakes in the political power structure are
more tenuous than ever before. It is the sec-
ond issue that needs addressing.” After sug-
gesting both that Muslims are to blame for
their lack of response to Modi, and that the
BJPis weakinits outreach, Dasguptareaches
this conclusion: “Hindus and Muslims may
not be battling each other on the streets but
neither are they talking to each other. This is
not a healthy situation and can trigger an un-

There is an odd thread
linking Kashmir and the
mishandling of the economy
that speaks to the regime
type. The thread is this. Even
in the context of the
economy, three things are
striking. All governments
have to put up a brave face.
But it is difficult to
remember a time when it was
so difficult to get the
government to accept the
truth about the economy; or
when the premium on public
and professional discourse
marching to the state’s tune
was as high. So, like
Kashmir, the truth remains
shrouded in a fog of
triumphalism and
complacency. Second, the
approach to handling the
economy has also had the
same traits: Power, moralism
and control.

healthy move towards greater ghettoisation.”
When Swapan Dasgupta begins to worry that
the regime is producing ghettoisation, we
should worry about the estrangement that
lies ahead.

The hundred days is not a catalogue of
specific actions, some good some bad. They
are certainly marked by Modi’s energy, drive,
imperiousness and unerring instinct todom-
inate the political discourse. They, rather, re-
veal the consolidation of a regime type.

When the purpose of the regime is the
show of power, nationalist fervour and social
control, “bold” action will be the order of the
day. In some sense, the government’s un-
precedented move in Kashmir is a demon-
stration of all three regime traits; whether
they are actually aimed at solving the prob-
lem at hand is an open question. Only in the
context of a regime like this can a shutdown
of a state, the decimation of constitutional
federalism, the suspension of civil liberties,
the creation of a climate of fear over reporting
from Kashmir, and the heightened risk of war
and conflict, be presented as a triumph.

But there is an odd thread linking
Kashmir and the mishandling of the econ-
omy that speaks to the regime type. The
thread is this. Even in the context of the econ-
omy, three things are striking. All govern-
ments have to put up a brave face. But it is
difficult to remember a time when it was so
difficult to get the government to accept the
truth about the economy; or when the pre-
mium on public and professional discourse
marching to the state’s tune was as high. So,
like Kashmir, the truth remains shrouded in
a fog of triumphalism and complacency.
Second, the approach to handling the econ-
omy has also had the same traits: Power,
moralism and control. Demonetisation,
which wrecked the economy, was a show of
power, pure and simple, not linked to any de-
fensible economic objectives. The basic di-
agnosis on which the government operated
was that what ails India is corruption, which
a dose of moralism and arbitrary govern-
ment crackdown can cure. The chimera of
chasing black money in the wrong places
(while intensifying the hold of a small plu-
tocracy), underlies the government’s ap-
proach to everything from regulation to tax-
ation, wreaking havoc in an already

precarious system.

It also serves the purpose of giving this
government the one thing it wants over
everyone above all else: Control. So Indian
capital now has been pummelled into sub-
mission. While there are some individual
measures that are laudatory, the fact is there
is no consistent framework in terms of which
the government has diagnosed the economy,
no sense of the ends we are trying to achieve.
But when the exercise of power wears the
garb of virtue, all is forgiven.

On the economy, the government has fi-
nally been mugged by reality. It will respond,
but so far there is no evidence of a blueprint
out of our troubles. The prospects of a tri-
umphalist narrative on that front are dim in
the short run. So it is very likely that the
regime type will continue to manifest itself
on the institutional and cultural front. A pos-
sible nationwide NRC, the building of a tem-
ple at Ayodhya, a possible nationwide anti-
conversion legislation, will be the new
manifestations of power, nationalism and
control. Some measures, like the triple talaq
law, will use liberal pretexts, but for authori-
tarian ends. But the striking characteristic of
the first hundred days is the consolidation of
a power structure that is instinctively geared
to total control: Amit Shah and Yogi
Adityanath, with all their political talent, are
the future ethos of the BJP.

The question the emerging regime type
raises is this. Is the danger India facing that
it is, through propaganda and misinforma-
tion, being hoodwinked into a path thatleads
away from its potential greatness? In which
case, how long will we put up with the poli-
tics of illusion? Or are these hundred days
revealing a darker truth about ourselves? Is,
somehow, this exaltation of power, control
and nationalism a completion of our own
deepest desires? We are notinagrip of anil-
lusion: This is who we want to be. On this
view, Modi’s popularity is not because he is
peddling an illusion to us; it is because he is
peddling the truth about ourselves. How
worried you are about the first hundred days
in part depends on which side of this debate
you are on.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express

MY FRIEND, RAM

Ram Jethmalani was feared and respected for his candour on political matters

TAHIR MAHMOOD

MY NONAGENARIAN FRIEND Ram
Jethmalani has passed into life hereafter. We
had known each other for over four decades
and had very different views on many mat-
ters of national importance. At academic
seminars, meetings and workshops we dif-
fered — always in a highly civilised manner
—onnuances of legal issues, especially those
with political overtones. These interactions
usually ended with an agreement to disagree.

I had my first academic encounter with
Ramin 1977 at a family law conference I was
compering. Zealously supporting the de-
mand for implementing the constitutional
provision relating to the uniform civil code,
he concluded his presentation with the argu-
ment that minorities should accept the de-
mand “as a price for living in this country.”
Before inviting the next presenter, I con-
fronted him by asserting that minorities were
not just “living” in this country, they were its
equal citizens, entitled to all the fundamental
rights enshrined in the Constitution. Realising
his impropriety, Ram returned to the podium
to explain that he wanted to say minorities
should accept the uniform civil code as part of
their duty to respect constitutional ideals.
Seven years later in October 1985, he and
had a dialogue in the columns of The Indian
Express, on the issue of uniform civil code.

In 1999, when I was Chair of the National
Minorities Commission, Prime Minister Atal

Explaining his professional
policy Ram had once said: ‘I
decide according to my
conscience who to defend. A
lawyer who refuses to defend
a person on the ground that
people believe him to be
guilty is himself guilty of

professional misconduct’.

Bihari Vajpayee named him as the law ninis-
ter. Ram soon icked up a bone with Chief
Justice AS Anand, my old friend and classmate
in Lucknow, and quit his job. Unable to decide
who to support, [ kept mum.

Ram began his legal practice in Karachi
with the city’sleading lawyer Allah Baksh Brohi
who, like him, was destined to be his country’s
law minister. After moving to India, he taught
law at a Bombay college. Later, he shifted to
Delhi and served four times as the Chair of the
Bar Council of India. During the dark days of
Emergency, Ram shot into fame for his criti-
cism of the mighty PM of the day. He entered
politics soon after.In 2004, Ram contested the
parliamentary election from Lucknow to op-
pose Prime Minister Vajpayee, and lost.

In the legal profession, Ram earned fame
for defending all sorts of people — politicians,
scamsters, alleged criminals and many oth-
ers. His clients included navy commander K
M Nanavati, BJP stalwart L K Advani, yoga
guru Baba Ramdev, Andhra Pradesh’s Y S
Jaganmohan Reddy, Bihar’s Lalu Prasad,
stockbrokers Harshad Mehta and Ketan
Parekh, mafia leader Haji Mastan, Kashmiri
separatist Afzal Guru, and even former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s killers. Ram once said:
“I decide according to my conscience who to
defend. Alawyer who refuses to defend a per-
son on the ground that people believe him to
be guilty is himself guilty of professional mis-

conduct”.Ioften advised students seeking ad-
mission to the PhD programme under my
guidance to take up research on his briefs, but
they were overawed both by his legal acumen
and the nature of cases he handled.

In 2013, Amity University conferred on
Ram an LLD degree honoris causa. The univer-
sity’s Founder-President Ashok Chauhan con-
cluded the valedictory speech with the
words: “We pray that he lives for another
hundred years.” Raminstantly retorted, “God
listens only to reasonable prayers”.

For those interested in hearing from the
horse’s mouth the story of Ram’s successes
and failures, he has left behind two books,
which are partly in the nature of memoirs.
The first of these, curiously titled Conscience
of a Maverick, was published in 2007. Seven
years later, to counter criticism, he wrote an-
other book, Maverick Unchanged,
Unrepentant. Its blurb spoke of an undeniable
truth about the author’s personality: “Ram
Jethmalani, respected and feared for his can-
dour in matters political, remains an enigma
to many. Controversy neither leaves him nor
intimidates him.” Ram indeed remained
enigmatic till the last breath of his life.

May his soul rest in peace.

The writer is former Chairman, National
Minorities Commission & Member, Law
Commission of India

INDIAN EXPRESS H_

= .
) K. = -
Arrems mewi culls for . 'r-lhrﬂ'.-.:ﬂ-
Eudariaw ool Bemdl

N i

SEPTEMBER 10, 1979, FORTY YEARS AGO

DEMOCRACY IN DANGER
JANATA PARTY LEADER, Jagjivan Ram, said
today that democracy was in greater danger
now than ever before. Addressing a largely
attended Harijan rally at Ajmal Khan Park,
Ram said he had full confidence in the peo-
plewho, in the 1977 Lok Sabha elections, re-
vived democracy while democracy was
breathing its last. He said democracy was in
danger now because of the twin forces of dic-
tatorship represented by Mrs Gandhi and
facism represented by Charan Singh. Amidst
applause from the crowd, Ram declared that
in the next elections the Janata Party would
win with a greater majority. He said the
party’s opponents were already panicking.

CREDIT CORRUPTION

THE GUPTA COMMISSION has revealed that
over the years, the Punjab National Bank and
the Central Bank of India advanced Rs 90 lakh
and Rs 22 lakh respectively to Maruti Limited
in violation of all norms and procedures -
most of which were repeatedly changed
whenever Sanjay Gandhi wanted them to be
changed. The rate of interest was lowered
when he asked for it. At one turn after an-
other, the company exceeded the authorised
credit limits. At no stage did either of the
banks make any appraisal of the credit re-
quirements or the feasibility of the project
that was undertaken by Maruti Limited. And,
at no stage did Maruti give a list of the items

it was hypothecating in return for the loans.

HAVANA SUMMIT

THE HAVANA SUMMIT of non-aligned coun-
tries have called for intensification of the
armed struggle against the Muzorewa gov-
ernment in Rhodesia and the South African
occupation regime in Namibia. and ex-
pressed unreserved support for all liberation
movements. The heads of state and govern-
ments of a hundred countries, in a resolution
adopted last night, called for sanctions
against Israel to force the Jewish state to give
up all occupied territories including
Jerusalem and agree to the setting up of an
independent Palestinian state.
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A stake in the moon

Itis time to ponder the future legal, political, economic implications of the window
of opportunity thatIndiais helping to open up

PRATIK KANJILAL

THE US AIR Force Brigadier General, Homer
ABoushey, an aeronautical engineer, a friend
of rocketry pioneer, Robert Goddard, com-
manded the USAF's first jet fighter group and
retired as deputy director of air force re-
search and development. Despite such anil-
lustrious career, he is chiefly remembered
as areal-life Dr Strangelove. He owes this un-
savoury and undeserved reputation to his
speech at a Washington aero club in 1958.
The venue wasn'’t exactly strategically sig-
nificant, but US News and World Report pub-
lished an extract including a sentence that
lingered in public memory for decades: “He
who controls the moon controls the earth.”
Boushey’s opinion was voiced when the
tide of the war of perceptions — an impor-
tant component of the Cold War — had
turned against America. Sputnik had been
beeping its victory cry from the skies for
months, and the USSR had manned missions
on the drawing board. Yuri Gagarin and
Valentina Tereshkova would take to the skies
in three and five years, respectively. The tide
of global perceptions would turn decisively
only in 1969 with Apollo 11, which planted
the stars and stripes on the moon. But after
1972, NASA lost interest in putting space
boots on the lunar regolith. The geopolitical
point had been made, and there was nothing
more to be said. Roma locuta, causa finita.
But almost 50 years later, the race to the
moon has heated up again, and it is no longer
just about perceptions. China’s Chang’e 4
mission is exploring the dark side of the
moon. India’s Vikram may have crash-
landed, but failure is not unusual in space —
Israel’s Beresheet craft crashed into the moon
in April — and is best regarded as experience
gained for future missions. Three nations
have soft-landed craft on the moon. In a few
years, there will be five or more. It'll begin to

get crowded up there, and competitive. Will
the laws of space be able to keep pace?

The moon was to be governed by the in-
ternational community under the Moon
Treaty of 1979, which failed for want of rat-
ification by nations conducting manned
spaceflight. By default, it is governed by the
Outer Space Treaty, a document with high-
minded principles adopted by the United
Nations in 1966, which defines space as the
province of humankind, to be used for the
advancement of science and of all nations.
It recognises no territorial or ownership
rights, and goes to the extent of allowing na-
tions to inspect each other’s facilities. At the
time, and in the time of Boushey’s speech
eight years earlier, in which the dark side of
the moon was seen as a fine location for hid-
den nuclear missile bases, the focus was on
the prevention of militarisation and nuclear
conflict, and the encouragement of scientific
cooperation for universal benefit.

The Outer Space Treaty bears strong sim-
ilarities with the highly successful Antarctic
Treaty System of 1959, which emphasised
these very imperatives. Cynics and wags
have always held that Antarctica became
the province of science because it was good
for nothing else, penguins having no com-
mercial value. When the Moon Treaty
sought ratification, our satellite, too, was re-
garded as a barren, inhospitable waste, re-
warding only for science. But, from the late
eighties, as knowledge and technology
evolved, human motives changed too, and
the space community began to discuss the
fascinating question of material benefit
from the moon and planets.

The first proposal was to mine the lunar
regolith for Helium 3, a potential source of
clean and safe nuclear energy. The leadership
of the Chang’e programme had stated Helium
3asamission goal. India’s Chandrayaan-1 car-
ried Helium-3-specific payloads, and the
search for the valuable isotope will be contin-
ued by Chandrayaan-2’s orbiter. But, feasibil-
ity remained in question. While low lunar
gravity could make mining cheaper, estab-
lishing a human habitat on a barren world
would be prohibitively expensive.

Chandrayaan-1 changed that perception
by confirming the existence of water or hy-
droxyl (-OH, the anion of the water molecule)
on the moon. The universal solvent is the ba-

India’s lander may have
failed, but that is only a
setback in the perceptions
game. The orbiter, which
hosts almost all the science
in the project, remains in
service. With two successful
remote sensing missions,
India has effectively joined
the tiny club of frontrunners
in the race to the moon.

sis for a carbon-based ecosystem. It is likely
to be a product of the proton-rich solar wind,
and is speculated to collect as ice in the po-
lar regions, where low insolation would re-
duce vapourisation. Significantly, the Vikram
lander was to touch down closer to the lu-
nar south pole than any previous mission.

Meanwhile, though weapons remain
banned from space, the military is not. In
2015, in the course of military restructur-
ing, Beijing established the People’s
Liberation Army Strategic Support Force,
which has an interest in space. In 2018, the
US president Donald Trump proposed a
United States Space Force. This does not re-
flect the imperatives of the Outer Space
Treaty, but rather, national imperatives to
protect future strategic assets and goals.
Competitiveness is an essentially human
trait, and in the future, a stake in the moon
could not only confer prestige, but also ma-
terial and geopolitical gain. Recall the his-
tory of the internet, which was conceived
under the aegis of the state and academia,
but grew explosively in commercial hands.
Now, space exploration and research, tradi-
tionally the province of governments, is see-
ing strong private interest.

Frontier explorers generally cooperate
while the environment is hostile. Litigation
and conflict follows when they are secure
and in a position to generate assets and
value. The Outer Space Treaty may be un-
equal to such a development. Meaningful
case law and precedents have not devel-
oped, since most of space litigation has been
about patent infringements and satellite in-
terference, or has been frivolous. Material
infringement would be a novelty which lu-
nar explorers must work out.

India’s lander may have failed, but that is
only a setback in the perceptions game. The
orbiter, which hosts almost all the science
in the project, remains in service. With two
successful remote sensing missions, India
has effectively joined the tiny club of fron-
trunners in the race to the moon. It is time to
ponder the future legal, political and eco-
nomic implications of the window of op-
portunity which India is helping to open up,
and the questions involved are much more
complex than Boushey imagined in 1958.

pratik.kanjilal@expressindia.com

Kashmir, beyond legalities

The Modi government needs to recognise the essential dignity of its people

A CONSTITUTION BENCH of the Supreme
Court is set to hear in October a batch of pe-
titions challenging the constitutional valid-
ity of the Modi-Shah gamble in Kashmir.
Substantial questions of law premised on the
first principles of constitutionalism arise,
which will need to be addressed by the Court.

The essence of the petitioner’s case is that
the disheveling of Article 370 is an assault on
the nation’s asymmetrical federalism that
recognises India’s pluralism and diversity. The
decision is seen as the negation of a solemn
historical obligation to the people of Kashmir
codified in the Instrument of Accession. It is
contended that Clause (3) of Article 370 can-
not be used to emasculate the constitutional
guarantee now deemed permanent. The crit-
ics argue that the sovereign power to reor-
ganise states cannot be an instrument for
diminution of the status of states, considering
the federal nature of our polity — a non-nego-
tiable component of the basic structure of the
Constitution. A core legal objection is about
non-endorsement of the Union government’s
unilateral decision by elected representatives
of the people, whose will, it is contended, can-
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not be substituted by the governor, acting as
representative of the central government. The
curtailment of civil liberties and denial of the
citizens’ right to communicate are seen as a
frontal assault on our Constitution. The
Kashmir move can be critiqued, as Christophe
Jaffrelot wrote in this newspaper, as “a turn-
ing point towards the making of an ethnic
unitary state”, infracting the basic structure
of the Constitution.

The contra arguments advanced in de-
fence of the decision are not without their
appeal. In a valiant defence of the decision,
Home Minister Amit Shah invoked social and
economic justice, the principle of gender
equality and hope for peace and progress in
the state through the devolution of full ben-
efits of development to the Kashmiri people,
in pursuance of the constitutional guarantee
of equality under Article 14. It is asserted that
the time has come for Kashmiris to enter into
anew national pact to strengthen the edifice
of peace and local democracy in the state.

This situation requires the court to give
meaning to the Constitution in new settings
as society changes. The significance of the

content of the Constitution, it is argued, varies
from age to age. Succeeding generations must
discover the way forward in the image of their
own experiences, without the shackles of his-
tory. The government contends that Article
370is expressly stated to be a temporary con-
stitutional measure, whose applicability and
use is essentially a function of the govern-
ment’s evaluation of its efficacy in a given
context. The Court will be cautioned against
entering into the “political thicket” citing ab-
sence of “judicially manageable standards”.
The government may also argue against the
“absolutism” of rights and contend that con-
stitutional adjudication is essentially about
balancing and proportionality.

Given the prevailing national mood, the
“historical unacceptability of originalism” asa
mode of constitutional interpretation hasa se-
ductive appeal. The Supreme Court has repeat-
edly cautioned against the danger of stultifying
the spirit of the Constitution by static judicial
interpretation (Puttaswamy 2017, Navtej Johar
2018 etal).In Puttaswamy, the Court said: “The
interpretation of the Constitution cannot be
frozen by its original understanding. The

Constitution has evolved and must continu-
ously evolve to meet the aspirations and chal-
lenges of the present and the future.”

The uncertainty of any legal challenge
notwithstanding, it seems that the decisive
battle between the contrary narratives on
Kashmir will not be fought in court rooms or
in the drawing rooms of Lutyens Delhi. And
history beckons us all to accept that those
who feel robbed of their dignity cannot be
tamed forever by a muscular state. As Francis
Fukuyama writes in a recent work;, “a humil-
iated group seeking restitution of its dignity
carries far more emotional weight than peo-
ple simply pursuing their economic advan-
tage”. The challenge before the government,
therefore, is to win an uncoerced allegiance
of the Kashmiri people by recognising their
dignity and identity — the “ultimate driver
of history”, as Hegel said. Whether the gov-
ernment can do enough to assure the
Kashmiri people of its sincerity in this regard
is the question.

The writer is former union minister of law
and justice. Views expressed are personal

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Brexit, a project supposed to enhance Britain’s international stature has only

served to diminish it.

— THE GUARDIAN

A different
world view

Realists in Islamabad are arguing for diplomatic
relations with Israel. This is part of a new urgency
to revamp the country’s foreign policy

4

RaAjA MANDALA

BY C RAjA MOHAN

THEREIS MUCH speculation in the Pakistani
and Israeli media about imminent establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between the
two countries. Whether this turns out to be
true or not, Pakistan is undoubtedly in the
middle of amajor debate onits international
relations. To be sure, the idea of having ties
with Israel has been discussed before in
Pakistan. The current discourse, however, is
part of a new urgency to revamp Pakistan’s
foreign policy.

One of the compelling factors in
Islamabad’s rethink has been its difficulty
in mobilising international support against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s muscular
policies towards Pakistan and Kashmir.
Anotheris the growing sense in Islamabad
and Rawalpindi about Pakistan’s current
alienation from its traditional allies in the
West and the Muslim world. Pakistan’s
“deep state” — or the moniker now in
vogue, “ miltablishment” — is eager to put
the nation’s foreign policy back on track
and correct the emerging international tilt
(with the honourable exception of China)in
favour of India.

Pakistan’s vigorous foreign policy rejig-
ging is complemented by the decision toim-
plement harsh economic reforms mandated
by the IMF, which has come to Pakistan’s res-
cue for the 13th time in the last four decades.
The danger of an immediate political back-
lash has been neutralised by the military es-
tablishment’s decision to lock up a former
president, Asif Ali Zardari of the PPP,and two
former PMs, Nawaz Sharif and Shahid
Khagan Abbasi of the Muslim League. When
Nawaz Sharif’'s daughter Maryam Nawaz
took to the streets to mobilise people against
the government, she soon found herself be-
hind bars.

The July visit to Washington by the Army
Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa under-
lined the miltablishment’s determination to
end the steady deterioration in bilateral re-
lations with the US since the beginning of
this decade and a more rapid decline under
President Donald Trump. In offering to “ex-
tricate” the US from Afghanistan and facili-
tating a peace deal between the US and the
Taliban, the miltablishment saw the road to
strategic rehabilitation in Washington and
more broadly with the West. Whether this
strategy will survive the suspension of the
peace talks with the Taliban, announced by
US President Donald Trump over the week-
end, remains to be seen.

Pakistan’s debate on engaging Israel is
also driven by the belief that India’s special
relationship with Israel has given Delhi
many advantages. Pragmatists in Islamabad
and Rawalpindi have argued that normal re-
lations with Israel would improve Pakistan’s
standing in the US and help dent India’s in-
fluence in Washington and disrupt its part-

nership with the influential Jewish commu-
nity in America.

Realists in Islamabad also point to the
profound changes taking place in the Middle
East and the growing engagement between
Israel and some of the Sunni Arab states like
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates,
that have been among Pakistan’s closest
partners. Although they do not have diplo-
matic relations with Israel, shared threat per-
ceptions about Iran have nudged Riyadh and
Abu Dhabi closer to Jerusalem. (At present
Egypt, Turkey and Jordan are among the few
Arab and Muslim countries that have diplo-
matic relations with Israel.)

Pakistan has debated the merits of en-
gaging Israel ever since India established full
diplomaticrelations withIsraelin 1992. But
it was General Pervez Musharraf who
opened up Pakistan’s debate onIsrael inthe
early 2000s. Despite Musharraf’s clear-eyed
logic of Pakistan’s self-interest in establish-
ing ties with Israel, there was no forward
movement in Islamabad. The general could
not overcome Pakistan’s ideological narra-
tive that called for unflinching opposition to
the Jewish state in the name of proclaimed
solidarity with the Muslim ummah.

Can General Bajwa do what General
Musharraf could not? If you are a sceptic
you might say it is a bridge too far. After
all, Pakistan has long told itself that India
and Israel were alike in their “occupation”
of Kashmir and Palestine. And that the in-
surgency in Kashmir, backed by Pakistan,
was the same as Palestinian “Intifida”
against Israel.

Ifyou are a cynic, however, you might be-
lieve that Rawalpindi can easily finesse the
ideology of Pakistan if it can score some gains
against India. Should Delhi be worried about
an engagement, covert or overt, leading to
normalisation of relations between Pakistan
and Israel? Not really.

Delhi is aware that Jerusalem will wel-
come formal or informal relationships with
any Islamic country, big or small. Ending its
isolation in the Islamic world is a major pri-
ority for Israel. Although Pakistan sees Israel
asanenemy, Israel has no reason to recipro-
cate the sentiment.

Much in the manner that India pursues
relations with all the major players in the
Middle East, without reference to their mu-
tual rivalries, Israel would like to do the same
in the Subcontinent. Israel would certainly
bet that if Islamabad makes a move, Dhaka
would find it easier to overcome its own
[slamist resistance to relations with Israel.
Normal relations with the South Asian
Muslims — who constitute more than40 per
cent of the world’s Islamic population — will
be a huge diplomatic triumph for Israel.

Some in Delhi might love to see Pakistan
eat its long-standing rhetoric on Hindu-
Yehudi conspiracies. More seriously, it will
be easier for India to deal with a Pakistan that
definesits interests as a territorial state. Delhi
has found it hard to normalise relations with
Islamabad that sees itself as a religious cause.
But if Pakistan were a normal country, there
would be much room for give and take and
the political basis for peaceful coexistence.

The writer is Director, Institute of South
Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore and contributing editor on
international affairs for The Indian Express

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CUT THE HYPE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Mission
continues’ (IE, September 9). The fail-
ure of the lander, Vikram, could well be
atechnicalissue andit’s quite likely that
the snag will will be rectified. But the
political class needs to learn a lesson.
The launch of the Chandrayaan was
made an event. Schoolchildren were in-
vited to witness the rover’s progress. All
these could have been done with the
positive intent to make students inter-
ested in science but it put unnecessary
pressure on the ISRO scientists.
Suchak D Patel, Ahmedabad

HURTING ECOLOGY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Sweet
freedom’ (IE, September 9). The govern-
ment has signalled its seriousness about
blending of petrol with ethanol. It has
also relaxed environment clearances
norms for storage of ethanol. Such ag-
gressive measures to increase the pro-
duction of this water-guzzling crop and
put pressure on the ecosystem.
Deepak Singhal, Noida

DUAL BOOST

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The prob-
lem of skilling India’ (IE, September 7).
Employers are finding it difficult to find
workers with required skills. The eco-
nomic slowdown has aggravated mat-
ters. So, the issue needs to be addressed
both from the perspective of skilling

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.
Letter writers should
mention their postal
address and phone number.

THE WINNER RECEIVES
SELECT EXPRESS
PUBLICATIONS

people and boosting the economy.
Tapomoy Ghosh, Purba Bardhaman

ROLE MODEL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The true
original’ (IE,September 7). After return-
ing from injury, Steve Smith has become
the world’s highest run-getter this year.
He is a role model for young players.
Subhash Vaid, Noida






