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Likud, Blue and White in a deadlock

Preliminary reports suggest that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's right-wing Likud is tied with rival Benny Gantz's centre-left Blue and White

Voice of
voters: Likud
supporters
chanting
slogans at the
party office in
Tel Aviv

WHAT'S NEXT
1. Unity government: A new governing bloc of

rﬁff

Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel's
longest-serving PM, has been in
office for 10 years and is seeking a
record fifth term in office

= The Likud leader has pledged

to annex Jewish settlements and
other territories in the occupied
West Bank if he is returned to office

Blue and White leader Benny
Gantz has not advocated any form
of annexation, but his position on
the creation of a Palestinian state
is unclear

= Like Netanyahu, Gantz supports
undivided Jerusalem as Israel's
capital, while Palestinians want
East Jerusalem as the capital of

Sri Lanka to hold presidential
election on November 16

Gotabaya Rajapaksa will face UNP and JVP candidates

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO
Sri Lanka will hold presiden-
tial elections on November
16, the Election Commission
announced on Wednesday.
Nominations would be
called on October 7, accord-
ing to the Election
Secretariat.

The coming election has

been drawing much interest
locally and internationally,
with Leader of Opposition
and former President Ma-

Likud and Blue and White. This could be possible
without Netanyahu as Likud leader

their future state

Former Defence Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa greeting
supporters in Katunayake, in this file photo. =reuters
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2. Likud government: Possible only if Yisrael ey —

32 Beiteinu's leader Avigdor Lieberman changes form a government. If he fails - as
SRR A 120 his mind and agrees to join the Likud Netanyahu did after the previous hinda Rajapaksa naming his leader and Prime Minister against the LTTE.
zv;m;m seats coalition poll held in April - the President can brother Gotabaya Rajapak- Ranil Wickremesinghe, de- In turn, Mr. Premadasa,

61 seats needed

for majority

Results after 90% of the votes were counted

Israel’s Netanyahu fails to win majority

3. A third election

ask another politician to try

The right-wing coalition he leads wins 55 seats, 6 short of majority in the 120-member Parliament

REUTERS
JERUSALEM
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu failed to win
a ruling majority in an elec-
tion that produced a virtual
tie between his right-wing
bloc and a centre-left group-
ing that would be led by
former military chief Benny
Gantz.

The outcome, according
to almost complete results
published on Wednesday,

dealt a new blow to Israel’s
longest-serving leader who
was already weakened by
the inability to put together
an administration after an in-
conclusive election in April.
But with coalition-build-
ing again key to forming a go-
vernment, it could be days or
even weeks before it be-
comes clear whether the wi-
ly politician hailed by sup-
porters as “King Bibi” has
been dethroned after a de-
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cade in power.

With Israeli media report-
ing more than 90% of votes
counted in Tuesday's elec-
tion, the bloc led by Mr. Ne-
tanyahu’s Likud party was
more or less even with a like-
ly grouping headed by Mr.
Gantz’s centrist Blue and
White party.

A Likud-led bloc looked
poised to control 55 of Parlia-
ment’s 120 seats, with 56 go-
ing to a centre-left alliance,

numbers falling short of a
majority government of 61
lawmakers.

A Likud spokesman said
the leaders of right-wing fac-
tions met Mr. Netanyahu at
the Prime Minister’s office
on Wednesday and pledged
to work with him to form the
next government.

The ballot’s wildcard,
former Defence Minister
Avigdor Lieberman,
emerged as a likely kingmak-

er as head of the secular-na-
tionalist Yisrael Beitenu par-
ty, projected to capture nine
seats.

Mr. Lieberman has been
pushing for a unity govern-
ment comprised of the big-
gest parties. He declined to
back Mr. Netanyahu’s bid to
form a narrow right-wing
and religious coalition after
the April election, bringing
about Tuesday’s unprece-
dented repeat vote.

sa, a controversial former
Defence Secretary accused
of war-crimes, as the Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna
candidate.

A 2015 legislation puts a
two-term cap on presidency,
preventing Mahinda Raja-
paksa from contesting for
the highest office, but the
popular leader has spoken
about possibly returning to
power through Parliament,
as Prime Minister. Sri Lan-
ka’s general elections are
due next year.

The ruling coalition led by
the United National Party
(UNP) is yet to announce its
candidate for the presiden-
tial race, even as the battle
within the party heats up,
with its members divided ov-
er three contenders — UNP

Trump orders more curbs on Iran

Tehran denies involvement in Saudi attacks, terms U.S. measures ‘illegal’ & ‘inhuman’

puty leader and Minister Sa-
jith Premadasa and Speaker
Karu Jayasuriya. The Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna has
fielded Anura Kumara Dissa-
nayake.

National security

It is widely expected that Go-
tabaya Rajapaksa’s cam-
paign would be centred on
the theme of national securi-
ty, especially in the wake of
the Easter Sunday bombings
that shook the island in
April, killing over 250 peo-
ple. Presenting himself as a
“strong and decisive lead-
er”, Mr. Gotabaya has so far
pitched himself as a “doer”
and “efficient administra-
tor”, recalling his role in
leading the Sri Lankan
armed forces to victory

said to be a popular candi-
date within the UNP, has
said the primary motivation
for him to contest was to
“save the country from dic-
tatorship”, alluding to the
authoritarian slant associat-
ed with the former Rajapak-
sa administration.

Living costs and rising un-
employment are other is-
sues that will likely domi-
nate poll rhetoric, observers
note. Meanwhile, Mr. Jayasu-
riya on Tuesday said his can-
didacy would be tied to the
assurance of abolishing ex-
ecutive presidency, bringing
into sharp focus an old but
failed election promise that
has been made to the Sri
Lankan electorate for 25
years now, by hopefuls from
across parties.

Robert O'Brien is new U.S.
National Security Adviser

He replaces Bolton, whom Trump fired

RIYADH Defence Ministry spokes- REUTERS ing announcing the order, nied involvement in the Sep- mad Javad Zarif said the new-

Saudi Arabia said on Wed- man Turki al-Maliki said. JEDDAH/DUBAI but the initiative follows re- tember 14 raids. “They want ly announced sanctions REUTERS

nesday that strikes on its oil Mr. Maliki displayed piec- President Donald Trump on  peated U.S. assertions that toimpose maximum ... pres- against Iran showed that the WASHINGTON

infrastructure came from es of what he said were Wednesday said he ordered the Islamic Republic was be-  sure on Iran through slan-  U.S. was aiming at civilians. U.S. President Donald
the “north” and were “un-  cruise missiles and drones amajor increase in sanctions  hind Saturday’s attack on the  der,” Iran’s President Hassan President Donald Trump’s Trump on Wednesday

questionably” sponsored by
Iran, but that the kingdom
was still investigating where
exactly they were launched
from.

“The attack was launched
from the north and unques-

IN BRIEF
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Taliban open to new
talks with U.S.

KABUL

The Taliban's chief negotiator
has said their "doors are
open" to resuming talks with
U.S., hours after two attacks
killed at least 48 people in
Afghanistan. Speaking to the
BBC, Sher Mohammad Abbas
Stanikzai argued that the U.S.
had also admitted to killing
thousands of Taliban during
the discussions, and that the
insurgents had done nothing
wrong by continuing to fight
throughout the talks. arp

used in the strike. He said a
combination of 18 drones
and seven cruise missiles
fired at the oil installations
came from a direction that
ruled out its southern neigh-
bour Yemen as a source.

on Iran in the latest U.S.
move to pressure Tehran,
which U.S. officials say prob-
ably carried out the attack
on Saudi oil facilities.

Mr. Trump gave no expla-
nation in a brief Twitter post-

kingdom, a close U.S. ally.

“I have just instructed the
Secretary of the Treasury to
substantially increase sanc-
tions on the country of
Iran!,” he wrote.

Iran, however, again de-

Rouhani said. “We don’t
want conflict in the region ...
Who started the conflict?”
he added, blaming Washing-
ton and its Gulf allies for the
war in Yemen.

Foreign Minister Moham-

move was an “admission
that (the) U.S. is DELIBER-
ATELY targeting ordinary ci-
tizens,” Mr. Zarif wrote on
Twitter, adding that the mea-
sures were “illegal” and
“inhuman”.

Xi cites Mao as touchstone to build new China

‘Maintain a fighting spirit and strengthen the ability to struggle to meet the targets set by the party’

ATUL ANEJA
BEIJING
Amid a trade war with the
U.S., Chinese President Xi
Jinping has visited the
ground zero of the revolu-
tion, pointing to the conti-
nuity of the “great struggle”
to build a new China, ahead
of the 70th anniversary of
the formation of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC).
During his back-to-the-
roots visits, President Xi is
evoking memories associat-
ed with Mao Zedong, the
founding father of the PRC,
and the nascent phase of
China’s socialist revolution.

So far, during his carefully
choreographed travels, Pre-
sident Xi has hardly men-
tioned Mao’s successors, in-
cluding Deng Xiaoping, as
China heads to celebrate 70
years of socialism on Octob-
er 1. Last week, Mr. Xi visited
Fragrant Hills, briefly the
headquarters of the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC),
just before the triumph of
the revolution in October
1949. Accompanied by Wang
Huning, the CPC’s top ideo-
logue and part of the seven-
member Standing Commit-
tee of the Politburo, China’s
top leadership, Mr. Xi first vi-

sited Shuangqing Villa, Mao’s
abode at Fragrant Hills, on
the outskirts of Beijing. The
walk-around also included
visits to living areas of the
first generation of revolu-
tionaries — Zhu De, Liu Shao-
qi, Zhou Enlai and Ren Bishi.

After keeping a relatively
low profile recently, Mr.
Wang was also part of Mr.
Xi’s entourage that visited
the CPC’s Party School in
Beijing on September 3. Dur-
ing an address at the Party
School, where the CPC’s elite
is trained, Mr. Xi delivered a
stirring back-to-the-trenches
speech. In his address, Mr. Xi

cited the word “struggle”, a
Maoist era coinage in the
context of China, over 50
times.

Prosperous society

The President exhorted his
audience of young and mid-
dle level officials “that main-
taining a fighting spirit and
strengthening the ability to
struggle is a must in meeting
the targets set by the party,”
which include the two cen-
tenary goals — achieving a
moderately prosperous so-
ciety in the next two years
and delivering an advanced
socialist nation by 2050.

He warned of the “unthin-
kably challenging” road
ahead and citied the “long-
term nature of various strug-
gles”. Mr. Xi urged his au-
dience to “notice a deer
passing by, looking at the
grass and leaves, see a tiger
jumping out by hearing the
wind in the pines, and know
the coming of autumn by
spotting the changed colour
of a tree leaf”.

At Fragrant Hills, eight re-
volutionary sites have been
opened earlier this month,
including the Shuangqing
Villa, following extensive re-
novation since last year.

picked U.S. hostage negotia-
tor Robert O’Brien as Na-
tional Security Adviser, re-
placing hardliner John
Bolton who was fired
abruptly last week after
clashing with the President
on a host of issues.

Mr. O’Brien, who will be
the fourth person to hold
the post in the Trump admi-
nistration, has served as Mr.
Trump’s special envoy for
hostage affairs at the U.S.
Department of State since
May 2018 and has a long his-
tory in Republican foreign
policy circles.

“I have worked long &
hard with Robert. He will do
a great job!” Mr. Trump
wrote on Twitter.

Mr. Trump fired Mr. Bol-
ton after disagreements ov-
er handling foreign policy
matters relating to North
Korea, Iran, Afghanistan,
Russia and Venezuela.

‘Solid choice’

Mr. O’Brien is an attorney
from Los Angeles who has
served as a foreign policy
adviser to several Republi-
can presidential campaigns,

Robert O'Brien

handled a number of high-
profile legal cases and pre-
viously served in several
State Department positions,
including as an alternative
representative to the UN
General Assembly in 2005.

Mr. Trump recently dis-
patched Mr. O’Brien to Swe-
den for the court hearing of
U.S. rapper A$AP Rocky,
who was later convicted for
assault.

Senate Republicans
praised Mr. Trump’s pick as
a solid choice.

“He understands the
world for the dangerous
place it is. He’s got great ne-
gotiating skills as our hos-
tage negotiator,” Senator
Lindsey Graham told repor-
ters. “He’ll be a very sound
policy adviser.”
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