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Never spoke
of imposing
Hindi: Shah
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“Cabinet approves
“ban on e-cigarettes

It cites need to protect public health

‘SC allows Ayodhya mediation
‘committee to resume talks

Aerle B

Hunt for missing jumbo
ends, mahout arrested
NEW DELHI

An elephant which had been
missing for the last two
months was rescued and its
mahout arrested on late

Court hints that hearings of the appeals are likely to be completed by October 18

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday allowed the Ayodhya

Healing and hearing

March 8: Constitution
Bench appoints former SC

On July 9: Gopal Singh Visharad, an original
claimant who filed a title suit in 1950, through

September 18:
Bench allows
talks to resume
and continue

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on  Wednesday
claimed that he did not
push for Hindi over region-
al languages.

Referring to his speech

Up in smoke

Wednesday's move follows an advisory by the government
in 2018 to all States to consider banning e-cigarettes

= e-cigarettes are brought
from China and other coun-

= WHO too urged member

mediation committee to res- his survivor Rajendra Singh, claimed the media- [SEILILENCLITEI on the occasion of Hindi

Tuesday night from east
Delhi. The 47-year-old
jumbo, Laxmi, was sent to an
elephant rescue centre at Ban
Santour in Haryana around 9
p.m. on Wednesday, said
forest department officials.
CITY » PAGE 3

Court raps Delhi govt.
over delay in sedition case
NEW DELHI

A city court on Wednesday
pulled up the AAP
government for “delaying"”
the decision on a Delhi police
request for sanction to
prosecute former JNUSU
president Kanhaiya Kumar
and others in a sedition case.
"The time which is being
taken to finalise the issue of
sanction or otherwise has
caused wastage of judicial
time as the case has been
listed and adjourned
repeatedly since the filing of
the chargesheet,” CMM
Manish Khurana said.

CITY » PAGE3
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ume talks with the disputing
Hindu and Muslim parties
even as it indicated that the
ongoing hearings of the ap-
peals before a Constitution
Bench is likely to finish by
October 18.

Chief Justice of India Ran-
jan Gogoi is scheduled to re-
tire on November 17. If the
hearings are completed by
October 18, the court will
have a month to write the
judgment for the over 70-
year-old Ramjanmabhoomi-
Babri Masjid title dispute.

Another chance

By giving mediation another
chance, the court has
opened the doors again for
an amicable settlement of
the dispute among the par-
ties. The mediation panel, if
it is successful in patching up
a settlement, can move the
court with the terms of the
settlement anytime during
the hearings or after the
judgment is reserved but be-
fore the verdict is
pronounced.

The court said mediation
should continue to remain
confidential and would be
carried on simultaneously
with the court proceedings,
which have been going on

Xi-Modi meet likely to
skirt Kashmir issue

China had criticised Centre’s move

ATUL ANEJA
BEIJING

China on Tuesday signalled
that the Kashmir issue is
unlikely to be spotlighted
during the informal summit
in India between Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi and
Chinese  President  Xi
Jinping.

“I think for those things
like Kashmir... I don’t think
it will be a major topic occu-
pying the talks, that is my
understanding,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Hua Chunying said,
during an interaction with
media from Asia and Africa,
undergoing an 11-month
training course in China.
“But for the leaders, they
will be free to talk about

Livestock fine transforms Arunachal village

XiJinping

whatever they like,” she
said in response to a ques-
tion.

China had earlier criti-
cised India, especially for
its August 5 decision to ac-
cord Union Territory status
to Ladakh, which shares a
disputed border with Chi-
na.

CONTINUED » PAGE 12

judge F.M.1. Kalifulla, senior
advocate Sriram Panchu :
and spiritual guru Sri Sri

Ravishankar as mediators to e

"heal minds and hearts"
of Muslims & Hindus
over title dispute

= The committee filed s
an interim report,
dated May 7, saying
they were making
"progress"”. Court
gave them time
till August 15

g
N

for over 25 days. The Bench
said it may even relegate Sa-
turdays for the Ayodhya
hearings if required.

On September 17, the
court asked the lawyers to
chalk out a timeline to pre-
sent their oral arguments in
the appeals. The lawyers had
conveyed it on Wednesday,
after which the Bench esti-
mated the hearings could be
closed by October 18.

On September 16, the me-
diation committee filed in
parallel a short memoran-
dum informing the court
that parties across the Hin-
du-Muslim divide had ap-
proached it with a request to
resume talks to amicably re-
solve the dispute.

The memorandum sug-
gested that mediation could
continue even as the court

Pak. denies use
of its airspace

for Modi’s flight

MEHMAL SARFRAZ
LAHORE
Pakistan on Wednesday an-
nounced that it would not
allow the use of its airspace
for Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s flight to Germany.
The official Twitter account
of the Government of Pakis-
tan (@pid_gov) shared a
short video of Foreign Minis-
ter Shah Mahmood Qureshi
making this announcement.
Raveesh Kumar, MEA
spokesperson, said, “We re-
gret the decision of the Go-
vernment of Pakistan to de-
ny overflight clearance for
the VVIP special flight for a
second time in two weeks,
which is otherwise granted
routinely by any normal
country.
DETAILS ON » PAGE 13

tors were making no real progress

July 11: SC asked Justice Kalifulla to

submit a report by July 31

July 29: Efforts collapsed after
hardliners on both sides refused

to co-operate

continues to hear the
appeals.

The parties asked the me-
diators — former Supreme
Court judge F.M.I Kalifulla,
spiritual guru Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar and senior advocate
Sriram Panchu - that talks
should resume from the
point where they were
abruptly dropped at the last
minute on July 29 due to re-
sistance from certain blocs
across the religious divide,
causing heartburn among
other stakeholders.

In limbo

The Constitution Bench an-
nounced the failure to reach
a final settlement in a hear-
ing on August 2. Adjudica-
tion of the pending appeals,
which were kept in limbo
due to the mediation, com-

Tabrez case accused face murder charge

August 2: SC said daily hear-
ings to start from August 6

= Qver 25 hearings later, Nirvani
Akhara and Sunni Waqgf Board
i:g wrote to the mediation panel,
: urging it to resume talks

with court
hearings. It
urged lawyers
to finish the
hearings by
October 18,
giving the
judges one
month to write
their judgments
before the CJI,
who heads the
Bench, retires
on November 17

menced from August 6. The
Sunni Waqgf Board is arguing
its case.

The mediation effort was
initiated by the court on
March 8 in a bid to heal
minds and hearts. The
Bench had explained that
the case was “not about the
1500 sq ft of disputed land,
but about religious senti-
ments.” The mediation com-
mittee had held several
rounds of talks with the sta-
keholders in Faizabad dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh, of
which the disputed area in
Ayodhya is a part. The pro-
ceedings were held in came-
ra and care was taken to
maintain confidentiality to
ensure its success.

RAM CHABUTRA TURNS FOCAL

POINT OF HEARING » PAGE 13

Divas on Saturday where
he made a pitch for a com-
mon language for India,
the Home Minister said
that to end the confusion,
people should listen to his
speech carefully but “if so-
meone wants to do polit-
ics, it is their choice.”

“I have just made the re-
quest. I have failed to un-
derstand what is wrong in
that,” he said at an event
organised by Hindi daily
Hindustan in Ranchi.

Clarifying his com-
ments, he said, “A child
can perform, a child’s
proper mental growth is
possible only when the
child studies in mother
tongue. Mother tongue
does not mean Hindi.”

(With PTI inputs)

CONTINUED {
ON » PAGE 12 . a’*

¥
Wi
- .

tries and are not manufac-
tured in India. They are also
available online

= 16 States

& one Union
Territory have
already banned
them. The
Indian Council
of Medical Re-
search, in a recent paper, had
recommended a complete
ban on them

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on Wed-
nesday approved a ban on e-
cigarettes, citing the need to
take early action to protect
public health.

Upon promulgation of
the ordinance, any produc-
tion, manufacturing, im-
port, export, transport, sale
(including online sale), dis-
tribution or advertisement
(including online advertise-
ment) of e-cigarettes shall
be a cognisable offence pun-
ishable with imprisonment
of up to one year, or fine up
to 2 lakh, or both for the
first offence; and imprison-
ment of up to three years
and fine up to %5 lakh for a
subsequent offence. Storage
of electronic-cigarettes shall
also be punishable with im-

Jharkhand Police does U-turn, submits supplementary chargesheet

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR

Making a U-turn in the Ta-
brez Ansari lynching case af-
ter allegations of attempts to
weaken the case, the Jhark-
hand police submitted a sup-
plementary chargesheet on
Wednesday, seeking punish-

ment under Section 302 of
the IPC (murder) against 11 of

the accused.

Another two accused,
who were apprehended la-
ter, would also face murder
charges. The Seraikela-Khar-
sawan police had earlier
dropped the murder charges
against the accused, con-
tending that Ansari had died
of cardiac arrest due to
stress, and not injury. The
charges were changed on the
basis of a fresh forensic re-

Ledum gets a makeover after elders prescribed penalties for roaming pigs & cows

RAHUL KARMAKAR
LEDUM

Breaking the rules of the
road attracts little or no fine
in Arunachal Pradesh, unless
the “traffic law” violator is a
pig or a cow in a village in
the Frontier State’s East
Siang district.

Three years before the
Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Act, 2019,
prescribed heavy penalties
for traffic violators across
India, the elders of Ledum
village imposed fines on
livestock loitering on the
road leading to district
headquarters Pasighat.

The quantum of fine read:
a bullet for a pig, I500 for a
cow and the possibility of it
being auctioned off.

“It was difficult at first to
impose the fine. Some village

CM
K

youth came out with their
hunting guns and began
shooting the pigs to let
people know the rules were
not to be taken lightly,” Tatar
Taying, the 53-year-old gaon
burah (village elder), told
The Hindu.

A gun is a prized
possession for many men of
the Adi community whose
festivals include Aran that
involves community hunting.

Model wllagé The entrance toLedu.

= RAHUL KARMAKAR

Ledum has 112 Adi
households while three
families belong to the Galo
community.

By early 2017, the village
youth shot 10 pigs. The
pig-rearers have never since
let the animals out.

The fine on the cows was
conditional, though. “We
kept grazing in mind and let
the cattle use the road
during the day. But owners

were fined 500 per cow if it
was let out after dusk,” said
Tatiram Padung, another
elder.

In 2016-17, the village
committee collected 35,000
in ‘bovine fine’. It fell to
32,500 and 1,500 during
the subsequent financial
years. Only 3500 has been
collected since April this
year. “The dip in fines is a
good sign, implying the
people are getting used to
cleanliness, which is
remarkable for a village that
was once tagged the dirtiest
in central Arunachal,” said
Ajay Kamsi, a cultural
activist. He attributed much
of the change in the mindset
to John Pada, a local and
now the Superintendent of
Police of Kamle district, who
spread awareness.

Sahista Pervez, right, wife of Tabrez Asri, being comforted

by her mother. «FiLe PHOTO

port.

The Jharkhand police
headquarters, in a press
statement, said: “The reason
of death was reserved in
view of pending viscera ex-
amination in the postmor-
tem report received by pol-
ice during the time of
submission of charge sheet

earlier. In the report of the
Forensic Science Laboratory,
doctors had opined that the
death was caused due to car-
diac arrest. But, the reason
of heart attack was not
clear”

For further investigation,
police had sought an opinion
from a board of doctors of

the MGM Medical College
and Hospital.

On the basis of the new re-
port, police came to the con- :

clusion that the cardiac ar-
rest was caused by the
preceding violence inflicted
with “hard and blunt ob-
ject”

Besides, the police have

also received the integrity re-

port of the video in which
Tabrez was seen brutally
beaten up.

“There has been no tam-
pering found in the viral vi-
deo. So during further inves-

tigation on the basis of

additional evidences, ac-

cused have been charged un-

der section 302,” the police
said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12
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countries to take appropriate
steps. It does not endorse
e-cigarettes as cessation aids

= They are
marketed as
being safer than
conventional
cigarettes but this
is false. Available
literature sug-
gests that they
may act as gateway products
to induce non-smokers to
nicotine use

prisonment of up to 6
months or a fine of up to
¥50,000 or both.

Children at risk
“Envisioned as a tool to
combat tobacco addiction,
electronic cigarettes and
other vaping products have
become a major problem
and increase the risk of chil-
dren adopting them,” Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman said at a media
briefing.

As per arelease issued by
the Centre, owners of exist-
ing stocks of e-cigarettes on
the date of commencement
of the ordinance will have to
suo motu declare and depo-
sit these with the nearest
police station.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

Fuel prices see
steepest hike
since July 5

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

0Oil marketing companies on
Wednesday raised petrol
and diesel prices by 0.25
paise and 0.24 paise a litre,
respectively, the largest in-
crease in nearly two-and-a-
half months.

Petrol will now cost
%72.42 a litre and diesel
%65.82 in Delhi, the refe-
rence market for the nation.
The latest hike is the second
consecutive large increase
in petrol and diesel prices.
On Tuesday, oil marketing
companies increased the
prices by 0.14 paise and 0.15
paise, respectively.

The increase on Wednes-
day was the largest since Ju-
ly 5.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 13

‘Who said we are going to destroy Parliament?

Urban Affairs Minister says all options are open for redevelopment plan

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

A new office building for
staff and all MPs linked to
Parliament via an under-
ground pathway or a new
structure on top of the ex-
isting building are among
the options the Centre is
open to as it works on its re-
development plan for the
Central Vista, Union Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs Minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Puri said
on Wednesday.

After the government's
ambitious plan of redeve-
loping Parliament, the 3-
km Central Vista that
stretches from Rashtrapati
Bhavan till India Gate and
development of a common
Central Secretariat was an-
nounced last week, some
architects raised concerns
about the project. The Cen-

Hardeep Singh Puri

tral Public Works Depart-
ment had floated a request
for proposal on September
2 asking architecture firms
to come up with designs for
the redevelopment.
Referring to the criti-
cism, Mr. Puri said, while
speaking at a seminar on
trends in architecture or-
ganised by the CPWD here,
that he “did not want to en-
gage” with it. “Who said we

are going to destroy Parlia-
ment? All we have done so
far is to invite ideas. If
merely by inviting ideas, a
building falls, then I believe
it's not an idea, it's someth-
ing else,” he said.

Govt. to take call soon
Later, speaking to repor-
ters, he said more space
could be added “in the
chamber” to make way for
expansion of Parliament af-
ter future delimitation.

The offices of staff and
Ministers in Parliament cur-
rently could be shifted to a
new building in the com-
plex connected through an
underground path, he said.

In his speech earlier, Mr.
Puri had said the option of
making a “dhaancha” or
structure on top was also
on the table. The new
building would also hold of-

fices for all MPs, which are
not available to them now.

He said a “political call”
would be taken after the
CPWD assesses the bids,
the last day for which is
September 30.

Speaking about the his-
tory of the CPWD, which
was established 165 years
ago by the British, Mr. Puri
said: “CPWD was born in
the 1850s, in Lord Dalhou-
sie's period. The buildings
constructed in that period
reflected the colonial ethos
that the country was sub-
jected to.”

He added that the rede-
velopment of the Central
Vista was only one part of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's dream.

“He has a vision for In-
dia,” he said.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12
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IN BRIEF

HC pulls up man for
'half-hearted’ plea

NEW DELHI

The Delhi HC pulled up a man
for filing a PIL "half-heartedly”
and without doing any
homework before rejecting his
plea over appointment of a
medical superintendent at
Hindu Rao Hospital here. The
court said the papers, obtained
without authority of law, could
not be looked into. pi

Air quality of Delhi-NCR

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Manish Sisodia
on Wednesday ap-
proved the con-
struction of a new
cultural complex
for performing arts
at Vikaspuri.
“Delhi

needs

Delhi 110 Gurugram | 90 more space for cul-
Ghaziabad | 98 Faridabad = 60 tural performances.
Noida | 91 Greater Noida | 99 Therefore, we have
M Good Satisfactory I Moderate come up with a plan
0-50 51-100 101-200 to establish a cultu-
Poor M Verypoor M Severe ral centre at Vikas-
201-300  301-400 >401 . ..

puri. This is not on-

AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY R .
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB : ly fOI‘ eminent

New cultural centre to
come up at Vikaspuri

artists who come to
Delhi to perform,
but also for those in
the city who wants
to showcase their ta-
lents,” said Mr. Siso-
dia while announc-
ing the project at an
executive meeting
of the Sahitya Kala
Parishad.

It was also decid-
ed that a publica-
tions wing will be
restored within the
academy  which
could focus on car-
rying out book
launches.

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

E-Procurement Notice

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

1.The Executive Engineer, NH Division, HPPWD Solan Distt Solan H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites
the item rate bids, in electronic tendering system, from the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for
the work as detailed in the table.

(SH:- Repair of pot holes on badly damaged road
crust between km 129/500 to 145/100 & 0/0 24/250
on Shimla Bye pass ) (Against OFC Deposit)

Sr. | Name of work Estimated |Starting Date | Earnest |Deadline for
No. cost for down- Money |submission
-loading Bid of Bid
1. |Ordinary repair on Kalka-Shimla Wangtoo roadon | 2,22,19,713/-|18.09.2019 |Rs. 03.10.2019
NH-22 (new NH 05) from km 129/500 to 153/180 10:00 HRS. | 2,74,000/- |10:30 HRS

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the
department website www.hptenders.gov.in
HP/2062/19-20

NH Divisionm HP,PWD, Solan, Distt Solan H.P
on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh

Executive Engineer

DIRECTORATE OF HORTICULTURE

HIMACHAL PRADESH
EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

The Department of Horticulture, HP, Navbahar, Shimla-2 invites applications on the prescribed
proforma for recruitment of 32 posts of Horticulture Extension Officers through academic batch
recruitment on contract basis which are likely to be extended during the subsequent years till
their permanent regularization as per prevailing state Govt. policy in vogue. The application
should be addressed to the Director of Horticulture, Himachal Pradesh, Navbahar, Shimala-2,

25.10.2019 for tribal areas.

candidate should be bonafied resident of Himachal Pradesh.

and the last date for receipt of application is 15.10.2019 in respect of non tribal areas and
The names of candidates have also been invited from all
Employment Exchanges in Himachal Pradesh. However, eligible candidates can also send
their applications direct on the prescribed proforma on or before the above mention date. The
candidates with physical disability and candidates who are distinguished sports
persons should apply through the concerned cell/department made for such reserved
posts. *Applications received after due dates shall not be entertained. The age of
candidates must be between 18 to 45 years as on 30.09.2019. The upper age limitis relaxable
for Schedule Caste/Schedule Tribe /Other categories of candidates to the extent permissible
under the special order(s) of the Himachal Pradesh Government. No TA/DA shall be paid to
the candidates for appearing in the interview. The Horticulture Extension Officers have to work
inthe interiors of H.P. among other places and have to interact with people of these places. The

Rapid Metro operators propose
to continue service till Oct. 16

‘Process of metro links transfer will be supervised by two retired HC judges’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Amid ongoing dispute over the
process of transfer of assets and
payment of the debt amount re-
garding Gurugram’s Rapid Metro,
the Rapid MetroRail Gurgaon Li-
mited (RMGL) and the Rapid Me-
troRail Gurgaon South Limited
(RMGSL) on Wednesday proposed
to continue to operate the metro
link till October 16.

Next hearing on Sept. 20

The Punjab and Haryana High
Court while hearing the case,
fixed the next date for September
20, after fresh proposal about ne-
gotiations was offered by the
RMGL and the RMGSL to Haryana
Shehri Vikas Pradhikaran (HSVP),
one of the petitioner in the case.
The other petitioner is Haryana
Mass Rapid Transport Corpora-
tion Limited (HMRTCL).

‘Debt due’

Senior advocate Chetan Mittal ap-
pearing for the HMRTCL, said that
the respondents — the RMGL and
RMGSL have come up with a fresh
proposal, a deliberation would
now be held between both the
parties.

“As per their proposal, the key
points among other are that the
RMGL and the RMGSL will conti-
nue to operate their metro link for
a period of 30 days [i.e. until Oc-

petitioners to deliberate on fresh proposals. =FiLe PHOTO: MANOJ KUMAR

©

As per their proposal,

the key points are that
the RMGL and the

RMGSL will continue to
operate their metro link
for a period of 30 days,
during which the ‘debt
due’ as per financing
documents in terms of
the concession
agreement may be
determined

CHETAN MITTAL

Senior advocate for HMRTCL

tober 16, 2019], during which the
‘debt due’ as per financing docu-
ments in terms of the concession
agreement may be determined by
an auditor appointed by the
court, and secondly the process

for transfer of the metro links may
be undertaken under the supervi-
sion of two retired High Court
judges, one being nominated by
RMGL-RMGSL and one being
nominated by the HSVP,” he said.

“The court has given us the
time to deliberate on fresh propo-
sals. The court will now take up
the matter on Friday [September
20],” said Mr. Mittal.

The HMRTCL and the HSVP
had approached the High Court
challenging the validity of the ter-
mination notice and sought the
court’s directions on continuity of
the metro by the RMGL and the
RMGSL, the two special purpose
vehicles (SPVs) floated by the In-
frastructure Leasing & Financial
Services for the rail project.

Government of Jharkhand
Directorate of Industries

Corrigendum

Advertisement PR No: 216558, dated 11.09.2019
With reference to Advertisement PR No:
216558, dated 11.09.2019 regarding Selection of
Creative Agency/Event Manager for Design, Erection,

PROFORMA

proportionate increase/decrease of vacancies reserved for different categories.

Application form for the Academic Batchwise recruitment on Contract basis for the post of
Horticulture Extension Officer in the Department of Horticulture, Himachal Pradesh.

1.| Name of Candidate (in Block Letters)

2. | Father's/ Mothers Name

3. | Permanent Home Address

4. | Address for correspondence

Date of Birth (Attached attested copy of matriculation certificate)

Ageon 01.01.2019

The description of the missing girlis as under:
Name: Roshni, Age: 19 Years, Height: 53", Complexion: Fair,
Face: Long, Built: Thin, Wearing: Red Colour Kurta and Black
Colour Salwar.

If anyone has any information regarding this missing girl, kindly
inform SHO/P.S. New Ashok Nagar, Delhi.

Email: cic@cbi.gov.in, Website: http:/cbi.nic.in
Ph. : 011-23015229, 23015218
Fax: 011-23011334

DP/6896/ED/19

23.06.2019 has been registered at P.S. New
Ashok Nagar, Delhi. Sincere efforts have been
made by the local police to trace out the
missing girl butno clue has come tolight sofar.

P.S. New Ashok Nagar, Delhi
Ph. No. 011-22610839, 08750870637

SHO

Year of Passing B.Sc (Horticulture) Degree (Attach copy)

5
6.
7. | Educational Qualification (Enclose photocopy of certificate)
8
9

Experience if any,

10.[ Employment Exchange Registration No. and date, if any

11.] Do you belong to SC/ST/OBC (f yes, state caste and attach
copy of certificate)

12.| Ifyou belong to Antodya/IRDP family/ Exservicemen or ward/ward of
freedom fighter/ disable person category (attach attested copy of certificate)

13.| (i) Has the candidate ever been convicted.
(ii) If yes, detail of conviction be given

14.| Bonafied certificate issued by competent authority

15.| (i) ia any criminal case pending against the candidate.
(ii) If yes detail of FIR/ status of the case may be given.

DECLARATION

therein.

Place
Date

Solemnly affirm and state that the above information is
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief and nothing has been concealed

Signature of applicant
HP/2098/19-20

noid

E-TENDER NOTICE

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

a Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida-201301 (U.P.)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-Tenders are invited from firms/contractors registered with UPLC
Lucknow for the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and
same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned.
The details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida
Authority's official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com &
https://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these website for any
changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.

R/o 1

Rs.1712050.00

Job No.- 05/E-TENDER/SP0O/2019-20, Name of Work:-
Supply of Printing & Stationary ltems, NOIDA, Estimated Cost-

JHARKHAND BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED
(CIN - U40108JH2013-SGC001702)

CLEAN, GREEN,

for “Appointment of Agencies for Improving Consumer/Households Database of JBVNL
through mapping of feeder with DTs, DTs with consumers using DT code generated through software for

Engineering Building, HEC, Dhurwa, Ranchi — 834004,
Email:- cecr2018@gmail.com, Fax: 0651-2400799

3rd TIME EXTENSION NOTICE

Which can be uploaded by date 26.09.2019 upto 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification
shall be opened/ downloaded on date 27.09.2019 at 11.00 AM.
Store Purchase Officer,

SEAR

Sector-39, Noida

SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

7 robbers arrested

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Seven robbers have
been arrested for alleg-
edly committing two
armed robberies in

hender Pal Narang, a
jeweller, reported that
he was shot at and
robbed of %5 lakh and
gold by two men.
During investiga-
tion, the police said
that the team of special
staff visited the scene
of crime of robbery,
route from shop to re-
sidence, CCTVs were
checked all around the
area and more than
500 CCTV footages
were analysed to iden-
tify and nab the ac-
cused. On Tuesday, the
accused were arrested
from Sant Samagam on
a tip-off, Ms. Arya said.

IIT-Delhi to hold third
edition of Industry Day

7 . e~ And f . . .
Nameof | Fixed Category-wise division of posts Minimum Education| Desirable Conceptualization of “22™ India International Security nOl"‘th'WGSt ]?elhl, the
the post | remuneration Qualification. Qualification Expo, 2019” During 03-05 October, 2019 at Pragati police said on
Horticulture | Rs. 5910+ | Gerneral-13 Should have Knowledge of Maidan, New Delhi it is to inform that due to Wednesday.

Extension 34802;30/-'3-' 1. General=8 o passed four C“Z“(’j’,“ls' Ta”][‘ers unavoidable circumstances the tender opening date is Deputy  Commis-

Mt Napy | S om0l SR i extended to 23.09.2019 at 03.30 PM in lieu of| | sioner of Police (North-
' Disinguished Sports-persons=03 | Degree or s Pradesh 19.09.2019. Point No. 13 under heading Terms & West) Vijayanta Arya
Scheduled Caste= 7 equivalentiom | and sutabilty Condition in eliminated. Rest Terms & Condition said that the accused
1 Scheduled Caste=03 recognized for appointment remains same. o - o 8 TRAP! Al 5 Bl AR sd/- ha\'/e been identified as
2 IRDP (8.0)=01 University. in the peculiar P.R. 217282 Industries(19-20)-D Director Industries Raj Kumar, Parveen
3 Ex. Senvicemen (8.C) =01 conditions in the Sheoran, Ranjeet Shar-
4 Physically handicapped (SC) =01 Pradesh dialects ma, Vikas Narwal
5 Ward of Freedom Fighter (SC)=01 of Himachal 1a, h N ’1
S s it SEARCH FOR MISSING [ R e
1 O0BC =5 Rao, and a minor.
2 IRDP (OBC)=02 General public is hereby informed that a girl The police said that
3 Ex.-servicemen=02 namely Roshni, D/O Sh. Virender, R/O on September 7. Ma-
4 Physically handicapped (SC) =01 H.No. 245 H, Durga Mandir Gali, Kondli, P ’
Scheduled Tribe -02 Delhi. The girl has been missing since
1 IRDP(ST)=01 22.06.2019 from the area of P.S. New
2 Ex.-servicemen=01 Ashok Nagar, Delhi.

Note:- (i)  The number of posts are tentative and subject to variations with In this regard DD No. 32-A dated

SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi, will
be organising the third
edition of Industry Day

on September 21. The
event is to spread
awareness in the in-
dustry about the va-
rious research projects
being conducted at the
institute and build a
close rapport between
faculty, students and
investors.

“It is the flagship
event of the institute
that aims to harness
and promote the pow-
er of industry-acade-
mia collaboration, kin-
dle ideas for cogent
partnerships and
showcase cutting edge
research by the IIT Del-
hi researchers. NITI
Aayog member V.K.
Paul will be the chief
guest at the event,” the
institute  said on
Wednesday.

Over 200 product
prototypes and pos-
ters by researchers will
be on display and the
institute is expecting
over 500 participants
from the industry to be
present on campus.

The five themes for
the event are clean
energy for sustainable
economy and environ-
ment, sustainable
medical technologies,
emerging nano and ad-
vanced materials, sus-
tainable environment
and Make in India, the
institute said.

IIT, Delhi director V.
Ramgopal Rao said
that industry-driven
research will also focus
on creating jobs for
our youth, and achieve
our ambition of $5 tril-
lion Indian economy.
“We believe that since
we are a public-funded
institute, our aim
should be to do re-
search that benefits
the public,” he said.

DELHI TODAY

R MISSING

General public is hereby informed that a man
namely Amol Arun Mishra, S/o Sh. Arun
Mishra, R/O H.No. 10A, New Ashok Nagar,

Implementation of Energy Accounting”

SL. No. e-tender Notice No. Package No. Name of Electric Supply Area
1 36/PR/JBVNL/ 2019-20 Package-A Ranchi & Medninagar
2 37/PR/JBVNL/ 2019-20 Package-B Jamshedpur
3 38/PR/JBVNL/ 2019-20 Package-C Dhanbad
4 39/PR/JBVNL/ 2019-20 Package-D Dumka
5 40/PR/JBVNL/ 2019-20 Package-E Hazaribagh &Giridih
Extended Timelines for participating in the all the above e-tender is detailed below :
SL. No. Particulars Estimated Date
1 Last date & time of receipt of Bid documents online Upto26/09/2019 at 18:00 hrs.
2 Last date of physical submission of tender fee & Upto30/09/2019 at 13:00 hrs.
EMD:
3 Due date of opening : Part - I - Technical Bid:--
30/09/2019 at 16:00 hrs.

Delhi. The man has been missing since
30.12.2018 from the area of P.S. New Ashok
Nagar, Delhi.

In this regard DD No. 19A, dated 07.01.2019
has been registered at P.S. New Ashok Nagar,
Delhi. Sincere efforts have been made by the
local police to trace out the missing man but no
clue has come tolightsofar.

Amol Arun Mishra

The description of the missing manis as under:

Name: Amol Arun Mishra, Age: 39 Years, Height: 567,
Complexion: Fair, Face: Round, Built: Thin, Wearing: Blue Colour
Sweater and Grey Colour Pajama.

CcM
K

If anyone has any information regarding this missing man, kindly

1. Amendment in certain clauses has been made which may be downloaded from e-tendering website.
2. Bid uploading/ opening will be through e-tendering norms only. The complete Tender documents can be
downloaded through website www.jharkhandtenders.gov.inBidder may contact help desk of e-

Procurement system at the following web address: www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in.
Contact Officials:- EEE (R) — 9661842194 / EEE (EA)- 8210860249

waftd 19 iR § ot que | B ficaiag PR No.-214718
|q§=—q{aa§fa€a‘a’leﬂqyaﬁaeﬂa’t| H 2 Bl o 1300345657?‘;'\'madamﬁ| Sd/

PR 217275 (Jharkhand Bijlee Vitran Nigam Ltd)19-20#D

Chief Engineer (C&R)

inform SHO/ P.S. New Ashok Nagar, Delhi.

Email: cic@cbi.gov.in, Website: http:/cbi.nic.in
Ph. : 011-23015229, 23015218
Fax: 011-23011334

DP/6643/ED/19

SHO
P.S. New Ashok Nagar, Delhi
Ph. No. 011-22610839, 08750870637

Talk: Lecture on “Challenging the Stigma
that Surrounds Dementia / Alzheimer” by Dr.
Mala Kapur Shankardass, Gerontologist, at
Gulmohar Hall, India Habitat Centre,7 p.m.

Concert: “Jivan Raga” a musical rendition
of Kunwar Narain’s poetry by Shubha
Mudagal, as part of the two-day event, Re-
membering Kunwar Narain, a leading poet in
Hindi. Accompanying artists are: Aneesh
Pradhan on the tabla and Sudhir Nayak on the
harmonium at C.D. Deshmukh Auditorium,
India International Centre, 6.30 p.m.

Exhibition: “Beyond Canvas”, a solo paint-
ing exhibition by Renu Vidyarathi at Conven-
tion Centre Foyer, IHC, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Exhibition: “Rumination of An Unfettered
Mind”, a solo show by Laxmi Gupta at Triveni
Gallery, Triveni Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen
Marg, 11a.m. - 8 p.m.

Exhibition: “Urge”, an art exhibition show-
casing more than 120 artworks in various
mediums by 55 upcoming artists at All India
Fine Arts and Crafts Society, 1 Rafi Marg, 11
a.m.-6p.m.

Exhibition: “Lucid”, an amalgamation of
two series of works by photographer Ab-
hishek Basu at Art Explore, 23 Lakeside,
Hauz Khas Village, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

(Mail your listings for this column at
cityeditordelhi@thehindu.co.in)

M ND-NDE
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Delhi Police launches app
for citizen-centric services
NEW DELHI

Lieutenant-Governor Anil
Baijal on Wednesday
launched ‘Tatpar’ app,
developed by Delhi Police,
which is a one-stop
destination for access to over
50 citizen-centric services,
the police said. Delhi Police
Commissioner Amulya
Patnaik and other officials
were present during the
launch at the India Gate, they
added.

Delhi Metro Training
Institute gets new name
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Metro Training
Institute in Shastri Park was
on Wednesday renamed as
the Delhi Metro Rail
Academy, DMRC officials said.
The academy, which was
started in 2002, has trained
around 25,000 DMRC
personnel and 2,000
personnel from other metros
in the country, said officials.
DMRC Managing Director
Mangu Singh said, “The Delhi
Metro Rail Academy will
further raise the bar in the
quality of training in the field
of mass rapid transit system.
The faculty will also be
strengthened.”

25 arrested for gambling,
Z8 lakh recovered

NEW DELHI

In a raid conducted in Central
Delhi's IP Estate on Tuesday
night, 25 people have been
arrested for allegedly
indulging in gambling, the
police said. Nearly ¥8 lakh
was recovered from their
possession, they added.

Hunt for missing jumbo

ends, mahout arrested

Elephant rescued, sent to rescue centre in Haryana

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

An elephant which had been
missing for the last two
months was rescued and its
mahout was arrested by the
Delhi police on late Tuesday
night from east Delhi.

The 47-year-old elephant,
Laxmi, was sent to an ele-
phant rescue centre in Ban
Santour in Haryana around
9 p.m. on Wednesday, ac-
cording to officials of forest
department.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (East) Jasmeet Singh
said that a complaint was
filed after the forest depart-
ment team was allegedly at-
tacked while rescuing the
elephant from Yamuna Kha-
dar area in July. The caretak-
er’s family then escaped
with the jumbo.

“An FIR was registered
against the caretaker’s fami-
ly for restraining govern-
ment servant [forest depart-
ment] from performing his
duty. The elephant was mis-
sing with the mahout since
then and we were searching
for him,” said a police
officer.

“We launched a search
operation on Tuesday to lo-
cate the elephant. Three
teams comprising around 12
officials carried out combing
operation in the areas along
the banks of the Yamuna,”
said Mr. Singh. Finally, they
found the elephant and res-
cued it. The mahout, identi-
fied as Saddam, was arrest-
ed.

The police said that it
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The 47-year-old elephant, Laxmi, was traced after a combing
operation along the banks of the Yamuna. =sanpeep saxena

took more than 12 hours for
the forest department offi-
cials to reach Shakarpur pol-
ice station and take away the
elephant.

Forest officials came late

“We found the elephant at
midnight and immediately
informed forest department
as we have no place to keep
the animal at the police sta-
tion. But the forest depart-
ment replied that they will
come in the morning,” said a
police man, who was part of
team that rescued the
elephant.

On Wednesday morning,
a team of forest department
officials arrived at the police
station, but they failed to
make the elephant board a
truck, the police said.

“First we tried to shift the
elephant directly from the
police station to Ban San-
tour, but the elephant re-
fused to board the truck. La-
ter, it was moved to a

nursery of the forest depart-
ment near ITO,” the forest
department official said.

Later at night, when the
jumbo calmed down, it was
sent to the elephant rescue
centre in Haryana.

The story so far

Laxmi was supposed to be
shifted to Ban Santour in Ha-
ryana as there were not
enough facilities for ele-
phants in the Capital. In Fe-
bruary, the forest depart-
ment had issued a seizure
notice for Laxmi and on July
1, the authorities in Haryana
informed their counterparts
in Delhi that the elephants
can be shifted.

The officials later filed a
complaint alleging that they
were attacked by the care-
takers of the elephant and
they escaped with the ani-
mal. An FIR was filed based
on their complaint and the
officials had been searching
for Laxmi since July.

Did not give written resignation: Alka Lamba

Rebel AAP MLA says she quit on Twitter, now it’s up to Speaker to decide on issue

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Rebel AAP MLA Alka Lamba
on Wednesday said that she
has not submitted a written
resignation to the party and
has not taken up a Congress
membership. She said this
during a hearing at the Delhi
Assembly on a disqualifica-
tion petition moved by AAP
chief spokesperson Saurabh
Bharadwaj.

Ms. Lamba had earlier
this month tweeted that she
has resigned from the party
(AAP) membership.

“There was a twitter war
by Saurabh Bharadwaj and I
told him over twitter than I
am resigning from the party.
But I never gave a written re-
signation. Now, it is up to the

Live-in partner
among 3 held
for killing man

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 25-year-old woman, her
brother and another rela-
tive have been arrested for
allegedly killing the wo-
man’s live-in partner in
south-east Delhi’s Amar
Colony, the police said on
Wednesday.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (South East) Chin-
moy Biswal said that the ar-
rested accused have been
identified as Anita, her
brother Bijay Chhetri (30)
and relative Rajender
Chhetri, all residents of
West Bengal’s Kalimpong.
The accused allegedly
planned and killed Sunil
(28), who hailed from
Nepal.

The police had on Sep-
tember 10 received a call
around 2.20 p.m. from Laj-
pat Nagar regarding a
man’s body lying in a
room. They reached the
spot and found that the bo-
dy had a sharp cut on the
neck

When the officials ques-
tioned Anita, she broke
down and confessed to
have killed Sunil along with
her brother and a relative.
On September 13, Bijay was
arrested from his village
and subsequently Rajender
was arrested, they said.

CM
K

Alka Lamba

Speaker to decide whether
he can treat it as an official
resignation,” Ms. Lamba told
The Hindu.

She told the media that
people have elected her and
she would not resign as an
MLA and also alleged that
the Assembly Speaker was
under pressure from AAP.

The rebel MLA said that if
she is disqualified as an
MLA, then she would protest
outside the Chief Minister’s
house to get people’s work
done.

Attacking Ms. Lamba, Mr.
Bharadwaj said in a tweet,
“Alka Lamba is scared today.
She claimed her Twitter re-
signation from AAP should
not be taken seriously After
announcing her Congress
joining with Sonia Gandhi,
she claims everything was a
lie. Can such people be trust-
ed for anything? Is there any
value of their announce-
ments? [sic]”

Long fight
Ms. Lamba has been main-
taining the stand that she

Officials in a fix over plan to
distribute masks, saplings

‘Decision taken without consulting depts.

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal’s decision to distribute
50-60 lakh anti-pollution
masks and saplings to hou-
seholds has left government
officials in a fix over how to
execute the plan. Senior offi-
cials of environment and for-
est departments said the de-
cision was not discussed
with them before the an-
nouncement.

While forest department
officials said that survival
rate of saplings will be less as
monsoon (planting season)
is almost over, officials of en-
vironment department said
that they are yet to decide
on how to distribute the
masks and saplings.

“No decision has been ta-
ken on exactly which mask
would be procured or how it
would be distributed. We
were not consulted before
the announcement was
made. But since then there
have been multiple meetings
on the issue,” an official told
The Hindu.

“Just in case of distribu-
tion of masks, a lot of deci-
sions have to be made and
then we have to procure
them through a tendering
process,” the official added.

Environment  Minister

Kailash Gaholt is scheduled
to chair another meeting on
the issue on Thursday.

Asked about the decision,
Dialogue and Development
Commission Vice-Chairper-
son Jasmine Shah said:
“Work is in progress. At this
time we cannot share furth-
er details.” When asked why
the plans were not discussed
with departments con-
cerned before the Chief Mi-
nister made the announce-
ment, Mr. Shah refused to
comment.

On Friday, the Chief Mi-
nister had announced a se-
ven-point programme to
fight air pollution, including
introduction of odd-even
vehicle rationing scheme
and distribution of masks
and saplings.

Mr. Kejriwal had said that
“50-60 lakh” N95 anti-pollu-
tion masks will be procured
and distributed in October.
He had also said that the go-
vernment would conduct a
“Delhi Tree Challenge”

“We are aiming at plant-
ing a total of 40 lakh saplings
in the next six months under
the campaign. For those
who can’t afford one, they
can call at a number and the

government will deliver
them a sapling,” an official
statement had said.

will contest on a Congress
ticket if the party approach-
es her, else she will contest
as an independent from
Chandni Chowk.

In December 2018, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
sought disciplinary action
against Ms. Lamba for being
at the forefront of criticism
against a demand by some
AAP MLAs to recall the Bha-
rat Ratna conferred on late
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

This rift between Ms.
Lamba and the party has
been growing ever since, but
she has not formally re-
signed from the party. She
has been vocal against AAP
for the last couple of months
and has not been called for
party meetings.

Sedition case: Delhi govt. rapped over delay

Government ‘expected’ to take decision within one month, says court

NIRNIMESH KUMAR
NEW DELHI

A city court on Wednesday
pulled up the AAP govern-
ment for “delaying” the deci-
sion on a Delhi police re-
quest for sanction to
prosecute former JNUSU
president Kanhaiya Kumar
and others in a sedition case.

The police request has
been pending with the Delhi
government for the past six
months, leading to adjourn-
ment of hearing on every
date.

“The time which is being
taken to finalise the issue of
sanction or otherwise has
caused wastage of judicial
time as the case has been
listed and adjourned repeat-
edly since the filing of the
chargesheet,” Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate Manish
Khurana said while posting
the matter for October 25.

“It is expected of the go-
vernment of NCT of Delhi
that decision regarding the

Woman robs
man after
befriending
him online

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

A woman has been arrested
along with her male accom-
plice for allegedly befriend-
ing a man on a dating app
and robbing him of 31.36
lakh through online money
transfer. The woman alleg-
edly rendered the man un-
conscious during their
meeting at a hotel and
made off with his mobile
phone and other
belongings.

The duo — Deepali Das
(39) and Ashwani Sharma
(40) — were earlier arrested
by the Delhi Police in a si-
milar case registered at
Greater Kailash Police Sta-
tion and had spent three
months in jail.

The victim working at a
private company in Guru-
gram for the last four years
made a complaint at Palam
Vihar police station saying
that a woman had illegally
withdrawn 1.36 lakh from
his bank account through
online and had also taken
away his wallet containing
1,500 in cash and his iden-
tity cards, including Aad-
haar, PAN and voter ID.

The two came to know
each other through a dat-
ing app and had been chat-
ting for almost 20 days be-
fore the woman asked him
to come and meet her at a
hotel, the police said.

NGT dismisses plea against
vehicle rationing scheme

Plea claimed that move had no impact

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) on Wednesday
dismissed a plea challenging
implementation of the odd-
even vehicle rationing
scheme in Delhi while rais-
ing questions on the main-
tainability of the petition.

“Under which section is
the plea maintainable,”
asked a Bench headed by
NGT chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel while
dismissing the plea.

The observations came
when the green panel was
hearing a plea moved by ad-
vocate Gaurav Bansal who
claimed that previous re-
ports of the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board had stat-
ed that the vehicle rationing
scheme had no impact on
the ambient air quality in
the Capital.

The petition was filed on
Monday following Chief Mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal’s Sep-
tember 13 announcement
on the fact that the odd-
even policy will be rolled
out in Delhi between No-
vember 4 and 15.

Mr. Kejriwal had said that
the odd-even policy was
part of a seven point action-
plan that also included dis-
tribution of anti-pollution

masks, mechanised sweep-
ing and water sprinkling
among other measures.

The plea had however
stated that the scheme
which was rolled out in the
Capital twice before, in Ja-
nuary and April 2016, had
failed to improve the am-
bient air quality in the city.
The plea was based on data
provided by the CPCB and
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC), said the
petitioner.

“The decision of the Del-
hi government to imple-
ment the odd-even policy in
November 2019, ignoring
the findings of two top-level
institutes of the nation deal-
ing with environmental pol-
lution, has given a wrong
message among the Indian
scientist community and
most of them are question-
ing the detailed scientific
analysis study...” the plea
had claimed.

Kanhaiya Kumar

sanction or otherwise would
be taken within one month
from today [Wednesday] so
that further proceedings in
the present case may be
done, and Assistant Public
Prosecutor for the State is di-
rected to file the report re-
garding the same by the next
date of hearing,” the CMM
said.

A deputy secretary of the
government, in a letter to the
Directorate of Prosecution
on April 4, had said that a de-
cision on the sanction re-

quest would be taken within
one month of the receipt of
opinion from the Standing
Counsel (Criminal) and the
Law Department, but no de-
cision had been taken till
date, the court said.

Section 196 of the Crimi-
nal Procedure Code states
that “no court shall take cog-
nisance of any offence pun-
ishable under Chapter VI of
the Indian Penal Code ex-
cept with the previous sanc-
tion of the Central govern-
ment or of the State
government”. Section 124A
(sedition), under which the
accused persons have also
been charged, is placed un-
der this chapter.

The Arvind Kejriwal go-
vernment on Wednesday in-
formed the court that no de-
cision had been taken in the
sedition case yet. The reply
also stated that the file was
pending before Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain, who
is also handling the Home

portfolio.

On January 14, the police
had filed a chargesheet in
the court against Kanhaiya
Kumar and others, including
former JNU students Umar
Khalid and Anirban Bhatta-
charya, saying they were
leading a procession and
supported seditious slogans
raised on the JNU campus
during an event on February
9, 2016.

The Delhi government
had on April 6 informed the
court that the police had
chargesheeted the accused
in a “hasty and secretive
manner” without taking
prior prosecution sanction
from  the competent
authority.

A Special Cell Deputy
Commissioner of Police had
in March informed the court
that there was no lapse in
chargesheeting the accused
persons without prior prose-
cution sanction.

(With agency inputs)

Proposal to pay students’ CBSE
exam fee gets Cabinet approval

The move will benefit 3.14 lakh students, cost govt. I57 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Cabinet on Wed-
nesday approved the Depart-
ment of Education’s propo-
sal that the State government
will pay the CBSE examina-
tion fee of Class X and XII
students of government and
government-aided schools,
including taken over schools
and Patrachar Vidyalayas.

The move is likely to bene-
fit 3.14 lakh students and will
cost the government 57
crore. This will be imple-
mented from the current
academic session (2019-20)
onwards.

Giving details, the govern-
ment said that the DoE will

remit the total exam fee of
students directly to the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Edu-
cation (CBSE) through heads
of schools concerned.

The fee will include that
paid towards practical exam-
inations for science stream
and vocational subjects opt-
ed by students of Class XII.
“No fee shall be collected
from students on account of
CBSE board exam fee,” the
government said.

¥1,800 per student

“There are 1,79,914 students
studying in Class X, and
1,33,802 students in Class
XII. There are five compulso-
ry subjects and one optional

subject for which fee is to be
remitted. This will be 31,800
per student,” the govern-
ment said.

Earlier, the government
had announced that it will
pay the fees of students after
the CBSE notified the hike
last month.

The CBSE had increased
the fee for general category
students from 750 to 31,500
for five subjects. Justifying
the increase in examination
fee, CBSE had said that ex-
penditure on Class X and XII
exams amounted to approxi-
mately I500 crore last year
and that earnings from stu-
dent exam fee was less than
3250 crore.
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‘Unauthorised colonies to
be regularised in 6 months’

BJP will ensure regularisation: Tiwari

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
WJELHI
Delhi BJP president Manoj
Tiwari on Wednesday said
that the party will ensure
the regularisation of all un-
authorised colonies in the
city that number around
1,797, within six months.

The BJP’s central leader-
ship, the North East Delhi
MP said, had directed elect-
ed leaders from its Delhi un-
it to conduct public events
to take feedback from the
residents of such colonies in
the city. Mr. Tiwari said ef-
forts were also being made
to ensure in-situ rehabilita-
tion of residents of jhuggi
jhopri clusters in Delhi.

“All the unauthorised co-
lonies will be regularised in

six months from now. The
Delhi BJP leaders — be it
MPs, MLAs or councillors —
will on September 22 visit
unauthorised colonies
across 22 Assembly seg-
ments to get feedback from
people and expose the Ar-
vind Kejriwal-led Delhi go-
vernment which has failed
to regularise these settle-
ments despite being in pow-
er for five years,” Mr. Tiwari
said while addressing the
media here.

Mr. Tiwari argued that
had the Delhi government
been committed to the is-
sue, such colonies would
have been regularised alrea-
dy and ownership rights
would have been bestowed
upon their residents.

Three injured as bus rams
vehicles in east Delhi

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
Three persons sustained in-
juries after a cluster bus hit
several other vehicles near
Akshardham Temple in east
Delhi’s Pandav Nagar, the
police said on Wednesday.
DCP (East) Jasmeet Singh
said that the injured have
been identified as Akhilesh

Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 35 26
Safdarjang 35 26
Palam 36 25

Delhi Palam Today

34°C A comfortable and hazy
morning lies ahead. Day will
be warm with partly cloudy
sky.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
35°C A warm and humid day
sky is likely. Short spells of
light rain will affect a few
places.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019

(21), Chandan (32) and Mohd
Amir (41). They are currently
out of danger. The bus was
coming from Sarai Kale Khan
and going towards Akshard-
ham flyover. It first hit an au-
torickshaw, which hit three
four-wheelers. Another four-
wheeler hit the bus from be-
hind while a two-wheeler hit
it from another side.

DELHI
THURSDAY, SEPT. 19
RISE 06:08 SET
RISE 21:37 SET
FRIDAY, SEPT. 20
RISE 06:08 SET
RISE 22:18 SET

Timings

18:22
10:22

18:21
11:19

SATURDAY, SEPT. 21
RISE 06:09 SET
RISE 23:04 SET

18:19
12:17

NIT No. EE (M-1)/NGZ/2019-20/8

The Executive Engineer (M-)-NGZ, SDMC, 1* Floor SDMC Community Hall,
Sector-17A, Near DDA Market, Dwarka, New Delhi invites on behalf of the
Commissioner, SDMC sealed item rate/percentage rate tenders as
mentioned below from the approved and eligible contractors registered with
General Wing. Detailed NIT/Bidding documents can be seen and downloaded
from online website www.tenderwizard.com/SOUTHDMCETENDER. The
condition of Dense carpeting will be applicable in the cases of Dense Carpet.

Last Date of Download of Tender Document:- 30.09.2019 at 14:00 HRS,
Last Date of Bid Submission:- 30.09.2019 at 15:00 HRS. Last Date
deposition of Tender cost & Earnest Money D.D. :- 01.10.2019 at 15.00

HRS, Opening of Financial Bid :-01.10.2019 at 15.30 HRS.
1. N.O.W:- Construction of Road by Pdg RMC & Drain from Rajender Hs to

. N.O.W:- Construction of Road by Pdg RMC and Drain from Nathan

. N.O.W:- Raising of Drain from Shamadhi Chowk to Panchayat Ghar in

. N.O.W:- Const. of Road by Pdg RMC and Drain from Shree Bhagwan to

. N.O.W:- Construction of Road by Pdg RMC and Drain from Tempal to

. N.O.W:- Construction of Road by Pdg RMC and Drain from M.C. Pry

. N.O.W:- Construction of RCC Drain from Tempal to F.C. Drain in Village

. N.O.W:- Construction of RCC Box Type Drain from Bala Ji Building

. N.O.W:- Construction of Road and Drain by Pdg RMC from PNB to Main

Head of A/c for S.No. :- XL-VIII-Z-F.
All details are available on: www.tenderwizard.com/SOUTHDMCETENDER

Ro No. 64/DP1/$/19-20
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SOUTH DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Dated :- 11.09.2019
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Joginder Hs, Vinod Plot to Phirni Road, Jitender to Krishan Tyagi &
Raising of Drain from Park to Phirni Road & Amerjeet Hs to Sanjay hs in
Village Rewala Khanpur in C-40-S NGZ. Tender No. :- 2019-20/8-01,
Estimated Cost: Rs. 43,74,000/-, Earnest Money:- Rs. 87,500/-.

Sharma to Post office, Mata Chowk to Mitha Kua, Anil Sharma to Harkesh
Shop, Ravi Sharma to Jaswant Sharma in village Pandwala Kalan
in C-40-S NGZ. Tender No. :- 2019-20/8-02, Estimated Cost:
Rs.59,40,000/-, Earnest Money:- Rs. 1,18,800/-.

Village Pandwala Kalan in C-40-S NGZ. Tender No. :- 2019-20/8-03,
Estimated Cost: Rs. 67,61,000/-, Earnest Money:-Rs. 1,35,300/-.

Daurala Road, Satpal Wali Gali, Mata Chowk to Naresh Shop to
Omparkash, Kuldeep Tokas to M.C. Pry School to Daurala Road, Raghbir
Hs to Daurala Road, Dispensary to Bhagwana Hs in Village Rawata
in C-40-S NGZ. Tender No.:- 2019-20/8-04, Estimated Cost:
Rs.93,93,000/-, Earnest Money:- Rs. 1,87,900/-.

Phirni Road, Master Vedparkash to Phimi Road, Vinder to Phirni Road,
Hari Ram Yadav to Chowpal to Mata Chowk in Village Dariyapur in C-40-S
NGZ. Tender No. :- 2019-20/8-05, Estimated Cost: Rs. 95,49,000/-,
Earnest Money:- Rs. 1,91,000/-.

School to Pond to Vinod Hs, Subhram to Babu Lal Yadav Hs, Vikash Hs to
Phirni Road in Village Kharkhari Jatmal in C-40-S NGZ. Tender No. -
2019-20/8-06, Estimated Cost: Rs. 1,00,93,000/-, Earnest Money:-
Rs.2,01,900/-.

Pandwala Khurd in C-40-S NGZ. Tender No. :- 2019-20/8-07, Estimated
Cost: Rs. 1,53,54,000/-, Earnest Money:- Rs. 3,07,100/-.

Material to Tilak Hs Nr. Holi Chowk in Village Ghumanhera in C-40-S
NGZ. Tender No.:- 2019-20/8-08, Estimated Cost: Rs. 2,21,97,000/-,
Earnest Money:- Rs. 4,44,000/-.

Bus Stand and along with Phirni Road in Village Paprawatin C-40-S NGZ.
Tender No.:- 2019-20/8-09, Estimated Cost: Rs. 2,47,58,000/-, Earnest
Money:-Rs. 4,95,200/-.

Executive Engineer M-I
Najafgarh Zone/SDMC

Avail subsidy under PMAY through

Banks/Finance Corporations.

c\oses on
30" October,
2019

COﬁcession
Offered

40%%0 concession 10.89 35.40
"l in construction cost of 5652 EWS flats to to
| at Pkt 1A, 1B & 1C at Narela 12.29 37.31

YEARS OF
CELEBRATING
THE MAHATMA

Your dream home
awaits you

DDA's

New Scheme of

EWS Flats

at Concessional Rates

Plinth
Area (nsqm)

New Tentative
Cost in Lakn)

in construction cost of 621 EWS flats
at Pocket-V, Sector-G7/G8, Narela

1 0°/o concession

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Visit: www.dda.org.in and click on relevant icon in Online Public Service

9.55 29.77

or Dial Toll Free No. 1800 110332
Please give your feedback on DDA Apps at Pfenermae] | ' @ddaofficial | ] @official_dda
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EASTERN RAILWAY

Abridged Tender No. : O7-DCE-
CON-ROB-SDAH-18-20
tendering (Open Tender in Two
Packet System); Dated

13.09.2019. Tender for e-tendering
is Invited by Dy. Chief Engineer/
Con/AOB/Eastern Aailway/Sealdah
for the following work Name of
work @ Conatruction of two lane
Road Over Bridge (Railway portion)
with Baw String Steel Girder (Span
1x60M) in lieu of existing ROB at
Sainthia Station over the same
alignment of existing ROB under Dy
CE/CON/ROB, Eastern Railway,
Sealdah Approx Value

T10,42 40 863.63, Earnest Money
: ¥ 8,71,300; Date of opening :
30.08.2018. The Tender Document
and othar details can be oblained

from the website www.ireps. gov.in
The bidding for the tender is {o be
submitted through e-tendering on
above websile. Manual olfers are
not allowed against this tender
{CON-83/2019-20)

Tender Motices are also avadable at Eastem Raiway's
wiiaite : wrww ot indianenibeay 5. gov.infww ireps.gov.in

THE®2 HINDU

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

Capital witnesses steep
fall in traffic violations

‘Cases came down by 78% after implementation of new rules’

AR

SAURABH TRIVEDI
mELHI

The city witnessed a steep fall
of 78% in traffic violations
across categories within a
fortnight of the implementa-
tion of the amended Motor
Vehicles (MV) Act, the Delhi
Traffic Police said on Wednes-
day.

The amended MV Act was
implemented on September 1
and as per the traffic police
department, a total of 73,712
traffic challans were issued to
violators till September 15.
Prior to the introduction of
the amended Act, as many as
3,48,272 challans were issued
between August 16 and 31.

The outer range always re-
cords highest number of traf-
fic challans, but things have
changed with the new Act. It
is good for the safety of driv-
ers and others on the road.

“We have found steepest
fall in traffic violations in out-
er Delhi. It is good to see peo-
ple obeying traffic rules. It
makes our job easier,” said a
traffic police officer.

A traffic police constable in
New Delhi said they have wit-
nessed behavioural changes
in drivers. “One can witness
the change... Drivers at any
traffic signal in the city can be

; i =N
Traffic police officers issue challans to a bus driver in the Capital

- 3610040448, 9909ILEISE
* s

|

on Wednesday. sSHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

FINE FIGURES

AREA AUGUST 16-31 SEPTEMBER 1-15
CENTRAL RANGE 51,318 14,485
EASTERN RANGE 52,532 10,083

NEW DELHI RANGE 46,303 8,765
OUTER RANGE 63,757 11,604
SOUTHERN RANGE 71,528 14,748
WESTERN RANGE 63,834 13,227

seen obeying rules now. Peo-
ple now prefer to obey rules
over paying hefty fines,” the
constable said.

In all the categories of traf-
fic violations, fines have been
increased by several folds.
Under the new law, driving
without a seat belt now in-
vites a fine of 1,000, which
earlier was ¥100. People are
now fined 10,000 for drunk

SOURCE: DELHI TRAFFIC POLICE

driving.

Meanwhile, another traffic
constable said: “We are hav-
ing a tough time dealing with
violators after the amended
MV Act has been implement-
ed. To avoid paying hefty
fines, violators get into argu-
ments with the policemen
and often create a scene. We
record the activities of such
trouble makers as proof.”

Commercial vehicles call for strike, to stay off roads today

Transport union demands relief from hefty fines, withdrawal of amended MV Act

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
A symbolic strike in protest
of several recent govern-
ment announcements, in-
cluding the enforcement of
the amended Motor Vehicles
Act, will take lakhs of com-
mercially-registered vehicles
including cabs being operat-
ed by app-based services
providers such as Uber and
Ola off the roads on
Thursday.

Commuters across Delhi
and the NCR are expected to
face inconvenience due to

the move which office-bear-
ers of United Front of Tran-
sport Associations (UFTA),
on Wednesday, alleged was
the sole alternative left to
them, given lack of response
to the concerns flagged by
them to both the Centre and
the Delhi government.

“We have been seeking re-
dressal of our grievances re-
lated to the new MV Act from
both the Centre and the Del-
hi government for last 15
days but no solution is with-
in sight, forcing us to go on
this one-day strike,” said UF-

Constable challaned in
city, car impounded

Departmental action initiated against him

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A Delhi traffic police person-
nel deployed at Mori Gate
circle was fined for violating
traffic rules, the traffic pol-
ice said on Wednesday.

The police said that a
man and a woman ap-
proached the traffic zonal
officer deployed at Mori
Gate red light and said a car
with black tinted glasses
parked near the red light be-
longed to Constable Vishal
Dabas.

After the police found
that Mr. Dabas was driving
the car without insurance,
PUC certificate and with
tinted windows, he was
challaned. and the car was
impounded. Departmental
action has also been initiat-
ed against him for
misconduct.

Another man was fined
333,000 for riding his bike
without wearing a helmet
and for not carrying re-
quired documents, in South
Delhi, the police said.

TA general secretary Shyam-
lal Gola.

The UFTA is an umbrella
body representing 41 asso-
ciations and unions of goods
and passenger segments, in-
cluding trucks, buses, autos,
maxi cabs and taxis plying in
the Delhi-NCR region. Ac-
cording to the body, these
vehicles will be off the roads
between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m.
on Thursday.

The road transport sector
is already passing through its
worst phase due to rising
economic uncertainties, ex-

orbitant taxes, penalties and
corruption, Mr. Gola said.

“The exorbitant and non-
viable penalties imposed
through the amended Motor
Vehicles Act has increased
the corruption, high-han-
dedness and harassment of
vehicle owners and drivers,”
he alleged.

Among the other de-
mands of the federation are
the withdrawal of the provi-
sions of the amended MV
Act, such as steeply hiked
penalties and limiting liabili-
ty of insurer to 35 lakh.

Maken leads dharna
against new policy

‘People being robbed in name of challans’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Former president of the Del-
hi Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee, Ajay Maken, on
Wednesday organised a
protest in Trinagar against
the Centre and the Delhi go-
vernment for implementing
the new transport policy.
“People are being sub-
jected to daylight robbery in
the name of traffic challans,
but the Kejriwal govern-
ment turns a a blind eye to
this harsh reality,” Mr. Ma-

ken said.

He also pointed out that
the State governments in
Bengal, Maharashtra, Guja-
rat, Goa and Haryana were
reviewing the transport pol-
icy of the BJP government at
the Centre by using the Su-
preme Court order to adapt
to local conditions in these
States in order to lessen the
burden on the people as in
the name of challans, peo-
ple were being looted even
for minor traffic transgres-
sions.
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Answer checking,
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IAS Academy in

RAJENDAR
NAGAR, DELHI

Call:

7303573744
Mail CV at:
iasjob82@gmail.com

Or Whatsapp it.

PERSONAL
CHANGE OF NAME

I, PRATAP Vishnubhatta, hereby con-
firm that my name is same as "Prat-
ap V', "V Pratap" and "Visbnubhat-
ta" as given in my various govern-
ment IDs. This is done through an
affidavit vide IN-
KA96429323266897R sworn before No-
tary Indira.S.S (Reg no: 12348),
Bangalore-37.

ASTROLOGY

ASTROLOGER

Face Reader

Acharya _~
Sanjay Sharma@’

Face Reader Vastu Consultant
Signature Reader & Numerologist
C-24, Kalkaji, New Delhi-19
M: 9910672630, 9899407213
Ph: 011-40536016, 26447282

Email: palmist101@gmail.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

M.G. TOOLS, Shop: A-7TA/12,
Shop No.4, Rana Pratap Bagh,
Delhi-7, Off.: C-4/1, Rana Pratap
Bagh, Delhi-7,

It is informed to the general public
that the firm undertook services of
Mr. Ashok Gupta R/o B-202 Lok
Vihar, Delhi and during that course
of time frame, the firm did not
authorise Mr. Ashok Gupta to deal
on its behalf with supplier or
labourer except to the extent of|
making payments to them.

PUBLIC NOTICE

M.G. TOOLS, Shop: A-7A/12, Shop No.4,
Rana Pratap Bagh, Delhi-7, Off.: C-4/1,
Rana Pratap Bagh, Delhi-7,

It is informed to the general public that the
account number 35056372419 in name of
M/s M.G Tools of SBI Bank, West Patel
nagar is closed wef from August,2018. If;
anyperson is in possession of the cheque or
anyother negotiable instrument then kindly
return the same. Furthermore, it is also
informed that the cheque of the
abovementioned account number does not
stand any validity wef August, 2018.
Moreover, the firm has not given any cheque
ofthe said bank accountto any anyone.

PERSONAL
CHANGE OF NAME

I, IRFAN Ali father, of Zoha, residence
of zakir Nagar Okhla New Delhi
110025, have changed my name to
Mohd Irfan Ali vide affidavit, 16/09/
2019

Rana Pratap Bagh, Delhi-7,

PUBLIC NOTICE
M.G. TOOLS, Shop: A-7A/12, Shop No.4,
Rana Pratap Bagh, Delhi-7, Off.: C-4/1,

Itis informed to the general public that | have
not given any cheque from 20.04.2019
the name of firm M/s M.G Tools to the person
whosoever is directly or indirectly related to
Mr. Ashok Gupta and if there is any cheque

under

given or may be given in future to any person
who claims that Mr. Ashok Gupta S/o LR

OBITUARY &

REMEMBRANCE
DEATH

Gupta, R/o B-202 Lok Vihar, Delhi was
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the cheque wont stand any validity.

appointed as site engineer or undertook
some money from Mr. Ashok Gupta or any
other way, then a proper receiving is required
to be taken under the signature otherwise
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DEATH ANNIVERSARIES

shri.A.PURUSHOTHAMAN
M.A LLB, MBA, PGOM
{Retd. Sanior Manager, Legal) B.P.C L . Chenmal
008 : 10.01.1957 - DOD : 19.09.2018]
It's been a year, since you have feff
us. Your thought lingers: every moment
Inside us. We hope you are safe and
guiding us from heaven,

Wife : P.Prabavathy
Daughters, Relatives & Friends.

IN FOND REMEMBRANCE

Rana Pratap Bagh, Delhi-7,

It is informed to the general public th:
work namely EOR to SBV, Lok Vihar,
During 2017-18
corridor, Improvement of Basketball
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and Science Labs, Walltile in Class Room etc.
and Similar Misc. Works) bearing agreement

between 10a.m. and 8p.m.

WEEKEND BATCH
28 SEP | 5:30 PM

number 182/EE/PWD/NW/B-1/2017-18 was
awarded in name of M/s M.G Tools. The firm
has cleared all pending payments to the

For details please contact :

Kolkata: 8820341777 | Bhubaneswar: 9938386166

labourers and suppliers in regarding

CSAT &
ENGLISH / HINDI QUALIFYING

30 SEP | 3 PM

Gupta S/o LR Gupta R/o B 202 Lok

any pending claim of the supplier thel
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& R9,

GOMTI NAGAR: about the bills till April, 2019. If there

CP-1, Jeewan Shopping Complex, Viram Khand 5,
Near Husariya Chauraha, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow (UP)

7234000501, 7234000502

FOR DETAILS VISIT US ON WWW.DHYEYAIAS.COM OR CALL ON 011 49274400

ST

only till April, 2019 .

abovementioned work. Furthermore, the firm
has also made requisite payment to Mr. Ashok

Delhi for the work with understanding that the
payment is for reimbursement towards
labourers and suppliers payment. If there is

informed that the supplier is required to
provide GST compliant Bills, Annexure R1,R2
verification from GST Department

pending claim of labourer or labour contract
then itis informed that the labourer is required
to show that he was employed by the firm, he
did work to which he is claiming, he tried to
contact the firm and verification from the
concerned government department that he
did work in the abovementioned agreement
and labour contract executed between parties
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NORTH & EAST 7/

M.P. to seek 11,861 crore
from Centre as flood aid

‘More than 22 lakh farmers hit as crops were destroyed’

Sorcery
suspicion: 1
dead in attack

STAFF REPORTER
BERHAMPUR

A man was killed and his
wife and nephew were in-
jured when their relatives
attacked them on the sus-
picion of the woman prac-
tising sorcery, at Marabai
village under Kavisuryana-
gar police station in Odish-
a’s Ganjam district.

Banamali Swain (40)
died on Wednesday morn-
ing while he was being
shifted to SCB Medical Col-
lege and Hospital in Cut-
tack from MKCG Medical
College and Hospital in
Berhampur.

His wife, Namita Swain,
and nephew, Manu Swain,
are being treated at MKCG
Medical College and
Hospital.

Ms. Swain alleged that
sons of her husband’s elder
brother were behind the
attack. They had accused
her of practising sorcery
and the ailments in their

family.

No arrests had been
made till Wednesday
afternoon.

SIDHARTH YADAV
BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh go-
vernment is going to seek a
special assistance of 311,861
crore from the Centre for
flood relief in the State.

As many as 8,000 villages
in 36 of the 52 districts of the
State had been battered by
excess rain. The 33% more-
than-normal monsoon has
so far claimed 220 lives, and
prompted shifting of 50,000
people to relief camps.

More than 22 lakh farmers
had been affected as their
crops over 24 lakh hectares
was destroyed due to rain.
Based on the preliminary as-
sessment, the damage to
crops had been pegged at
39,600 crore, said Law Mi-
nister P.C. Sharma here on
Wednesday. “Already, 3325
crore was extended as relief
to farmers,” he said.

“While the Prime Minister
was celebrating his birthday
at the Sardar Sarovar Dam,
thousands were drowning

= = =

Flood-hit people on a makeshift raft in Morena district on
Wednesday. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

here. We may even ap-
proach court if our request
is denied,” he said.

On September 16, Mr. To-
mar had written to Chief Mi-
nister Kamal Nath directing
his attention to flood in the
Chambial river which had af-
fected Morena, his consti-
tuency, and Sheopur dis-
trict.

Due to excess rain in a few
hours, the inflow in the

Court says no to plea for CBI
probe against Unnao doctors

It’s the prerogative of the CBI to conduct the prosecution’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court has refused to
direct the CBI to initiate a
probe against the doctors
who had treated the father
of the Unnao rape survivor
when he was injured and in
judicial custody, saying it
was the prerogative of the
CBI to conduct the
prosecution.

District Judge Dharmesh
Sharma was hearing a plea
filed by the counsel of the
woman, who was allegedly

raped by Uttar Pradesh MLA
Kuldeep Sengar in 2017.

The court, however, said
that if during the course of
the trial any evidence surfac-
es about the role played by
any of the doctors in the en-
tire episode, appropriate or-
ders would be passed.

Senior Public Prosecutor
Ashok Bhartendu had op-
posed the plea saying that
nothing has come up in their
investigation so far to call
the doctors as accused be-
fore the court.

The plea, filed by advo-
cate Dharmendra Mishra,
had alleged that the doctors
at the district hospital delib-
erately did not examine the
father of the woman proper-
ly at the behest of Sengar.

Charges framed

The court had earlier
framed charges against Sen-
gar and nine others for alleg-
edly assaulting and framing
the rape survivor's father in
an arms case and murdering
him in judicial custody.

Gandhi Sagar Dam rose to 16
lakh cusecs from 3.5 lakh cu-
secs, and this caused flood-
ing in the backwaters of the
Chambal river.

Record rainfall
Meanwhile, at 168.89 centi-
metres Bhopal had received
the highest rain during the
southwest monsoon since
1980, said IMD scientist G.D.
Mishra.

No court relief
for Punjab
lawmaker

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

The Gurdaspur sessions
court on Wednesday re-
fused relief to Lok Insaaf
Party chief and MLA Simar-
jit Singh Bains in a case of
altercation with the Gur-
daspur Deputy Commis-
sioner, terming his beha-
viour as “irresponsible and
intimidating”.

Rejecting the MLA’s anti-
cipatory bail plea, District
and Sessions Judge Ra-
mesh Kumari found his
custodial investigation ne-
cessary for establishing the
truth.
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shri N.P.V. RAMASAMY UDAYAR

(Founder - Chancellor, Sri Ramachandra Deemed University)

"An embodiment of love and culture;
Of noble motivation and creativity
You accomplished the impossible by sheer perseverance and
Attained everlasting glory and fame.
On this memorable day,we rededicate ourselves
To your cherished ideals and values and
Follow humbly in your hallowed footsteps...."

5

V.R.Venkataachalam
{Chancellor, Sri Ramachandra Deemed University)
and

Family Members
Trustees, Sri Ramachandra Educational and Health Trust
Faculty, Staff & Students

SRI RAMACHANDRA

INSTITUTE OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
(Deemed to be University)
Porur, Chennai - 600 116.

Skill Development and Industrial
Training Department, Haryana

Kaushal Bhawan, Plot No.IP-2, Sector-3, Majri Chowk,

Panchkula, Haryana, website:itiharyana.gov.in

Recruitment Notice

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for the following posts proposed to be filled up on purely contractual basis
intitally for a period of one year and extendable until the funds are available under World Bank assisted STRIVE Project for

SEARCH FOR KIDNAPPED GIRL

General public is hereby informed that one
girl namely Mehama, D/o Shri Ganesha @
Pujari, R/o Banipan Chowk, Madho Singh
Dr. Dehi Choki, Village Bhava Ka Pova,

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
RURAL WORK DEPARTMENT
E-PROCUREMENT PRESS NOTICE
PRADHANMANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA

setting up of State Apprenticeship Monitoring Cell in this Directorate at Panchkula: KUdlla’ leamgarh Madhya PradeSh’ Age NIT No. RWD/EK/PMGSY (PIU-I)/NIT-20/2018-19 Dated Bameng the 18/09/2019

Sr. No. Name of Posts No. of Posts Lump sum/ Fixed Salary per Month h 14 years & 5 months, HEIght 4y6”,
; Corgs::ﬂltt;?jguef?vcig:lggc?:rctor ? ;gggg - P Complexion Black, Long Face, Medium The Executive Engineer / PIU-I, Rural Works Division, Bameng, East Kameng
3 Consultant IT Sector 1 70:000 u BiuIt, Wearing Green colour SUit7 brown District, Arunachal Pradesh on behalf of the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh invites
4 Apprenticeship Executive officer 2 45,000 Mehama colour salwar and plastic shoes in feet has item rate bids in electronic tendering Sector Enterprises for PMGSY road works in
5 Technical Assistant 1 25,000 . . L. the District of East Kameng for 5(five) Nos. packages. Name of work, Package
s Accg;ili:;tstam f ggggg been kldnapped from H.No. R'803' Radeer Nagar’ Delhi since No., Estimated Cost, Earnest Money & other particulars can be viewed in the

SBD available for download from www.pmgsytendersarn.gov.in between 18/09/19
(15:00 Hour) to 30/09/19 (16:00 Hour).

08.03.19. In this regard a case FIR No. 31/19 dated 18.03.19 U/S
363 IPC has been registered at PS Rajinder Nagar, Delhi.

Any person having any information or clue about this kidnapped girl Sd/-

may kindly inform to the following. Rui.xiiﬁif DE.CS.ZierB /a ::Jng

Fresh application form, essential qualifications, age, selection Criteria and other terms & conditions for the above posts can
be downloaded from recruitment link on www.itiharyana.gov.in website. The filled up application form along with self attested
copies of all documents and application fee of Rs. 500/- in form of demand draft must reach to this directorate on or before
5:00 PM on 15.10.2019. The interested candidates, who had applied earlier for these posts against advertisement published
in Newspaper on 08.03.2019/09.03.2019 which have been now cancelled/withdrawn, will have to apply again for which their
fee already deposited with their previous application form will be considered. The application forms submitted against the

cancelled/ withdrawn advertisement for the above posts will not be considered in any case. E_ma" ID:cic@cbi.gov.in SHO DIPR/ARN/1785-87/19 East Kameng District, Arunachal Pradesh
PHONE: 0172-5229205 DIRECTOR Tele: 011-24368638, 24368641  PS : Rajinder Nagar, Delhi ’
PROM 78820 Fax: 011-24368639 Ph.: 28744012, 28742712
DP/6578/CD/19

MEMBER SECRETARY HARYANA STATE
CHILD PROTECTION SOCIETY
WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Bays No. 15-20, Pocket-ll, Sector-4,
Panchkula Phone No. 0172-2580359
ADVERTISEMENT

Applications are invited to fill up the following posts as per provisions under Juvenile
Justice (Care & Protection of Children) Act, 2015 and Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016 as per Following qualification, terms and
conditon:-

Sr. |Name of Post
No.
1 Chairperson (Child | Gurugram, Sonipat & Yamunanagar
welfare committee)
2 [Member

(Child welfare
Committee)

3 |Member (Juvenile
Justice Board)

District wise number of posts

Gurugram, Sonipat & Yamunanagar(2), Bhiwani, narnaul (2),
Hisar, Kaithal, Karnal, Krukshetra, Panipat & Sirsa, Jhajjar &
Rohtak (3)

Ambala, Gurugram (2) 1 Post for female, Sonipat (2) 1 Post for
female, Yamunanagar (2) 1 Post for female, Bhiwani (2) 1 Post
for female, Kaithal, Krukshetra (2) 1 Post for Female, Panipat
(2) 1 Post for female, Sirsa (2) 1 Post for female, Rohtak,
Faridabad (2) 1 post for female, Fatehabad (only fo female),
Jind, Nuh (2) 1 post for female & Rewari (only for female)

Qualification of JUJB Member: Minimum seven years experience of working with children
in the field of education, health, or welfare activities, or should be a practicing
professional with a degree in child psychology or psychiatry or sociology or in the
field of law.

Age of JUB Member: Not less than 35 years on the date of Advertisement.

Qualification of Chairperson/ Member of CWC : Seven years of experience of working
with children in the field of education, health, or welfare activities, or should be a
practicing professional with a degree in child psychology or psychiatry or social work
or sociology or human development or in the field of law or a retired judicial officer

Age of CWC Chairperson : Above the age of 35 years on the date of advertisement.

Tenure : Three Years.

Honorarium : Mumber of the Board on Chairperson / Member of CWC shall be paid as
per sitting which shall including sitting allowance, travel allowance and any other
allowance, as the state Governement may prescribe.

Term & Conditions:

1. Applicant must have a domicile of Haryana.

2. Applicant will maintain his/her headquarter as the presence is required even at odd
hours or on short notice and the appointment will be cancelled if headquarter is not
maintained.

3. Applicant shall have to submit a self-declaration/afidavit on the following points with
application form. All conditions from (i) to (vii) of the following point must be fulfilled.

(i)  He/she does not previous conviction record.

(i)  He/she has not been invilved in any immoral act or in the Act or Child abuse or
employment of child labour.

(i)  He/she is not holding such other full time occupation that does not allow him/her
to give necessary time and attention to the work.

(iv) He/she will give details about his/her previous/Present post tenure in any district
of Juvenile Justice Board and Child Welfare Commiittee.

(v)  No enquiry is pending against him/her in any agency/court.

(vi) The applicant should not have any past record of violation of human rights or child
rights for (JJB).

(vii) The applicant should not have been removed or dismissed from service of the
central Government or a State Government or an undertaking or Corporation
owned or controlled by the Central Government or a State Government for (JJB).

4. Willing candidates may send/submit their application form on the prescribed
format on or before 07-10-2019 till 5.00 P.M. along-with supporting documents i.e.
educational qualification and experience certificate etc. in the office of concerned
District Programme Officer-Women and Child Development of respective district.

5. Direct application received at Headquarter of WCD, will be rejected.

6. Department has reserved the right to reject the incomplete application form without
any prior notice of the candidate.

7. Incomplete Application form in any manner will be rejected.

8. Prescribed Application Performa may be downloaded from the department website
www.wcdhry.gov.in
Member Secretary-cum-Director
Woman and Child Development
Department, Haryana, Panchkula.

PRDH-78831

PUBLIC NOTICE
DEPERTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION,
HARYANA.PANCHKULA

This is brought to the notice of public that in a bunch of
CWP’s Nos. viz.,16931 of 2019(0O&M), 20840, 15763, 16937,
17266,17379, 17486, 16931, 18358, 19049, 19201, 19202,
19212, 19351, 16353, 17783, 17787, 19787, of 2019 and
some other similar Civil Writ Petitions, the Hon’ble Punjab and
Haryana High Court has disposed of the CWP’s 16931 and
other CWP’s with’ the directions reiterated as under:-

“In order to avoid impasse, | deem it appropriate to dispose
of writ petitions with direction to respondents to decide
representations of petitioners and pass a speaking order
thereon after affording opportunity of heanng within a period
of two months after admission process is over. In case no
representation is given till date, liberty is granted to submit
appropriate application/representation within a period of one
week from the date of receipt of certified copy of this order.
If decision is not taken by concerned respondent to whom
representation is made as directed by This Court, it will entail
into imposition of costs of 25,000 /- to be paid to petltioner(s)
from salary of officer/official found responsible for not deciding
representation. This condition of imposing costs Is only to
prevent petitioner(s) to run from pillar to post and avail remedy
of contempt in case of non-compliance of directions issued by
this Court. “

There are also some similar directions in other civil writ
petitions w.r.t. those incumbents who claimed to have worked
as extension lecturers In various Govt. Colleges. In light of all
such directions given by Hon’ble Punjab and Haryana High
Court, all those petitioners/ similar claimants, -who claims
to be the displaced “Extension lecturer’ are hereby given the
chance of to be heard in person on 26th and 27th September,
2019 from 10.30 a.m. onwards in the Conference room, 0/o
Director Higher Education, Haryana, Shiksha Sadan,sector-S,
Panchkula.

All the petitioners are requested to report as per tne
aforementioned schedule along with the experience certificate,
authentic proof of the period of working as extension lecturer
at a Government College in the state and the certified copy(s)
of the acquaintance roll duly verified by the concerned college
Principal of the college and the reason of displacement, i.e.
whether displaced by joining of new recruitment (regular)/
by transfer of regular teaching staff/ by deputation of regular
teaching staff.

All the Principals of Govt. Colleges are also directed to issue
a certified and duly verified copy of acquaintance roll/ salary
bill(s) along with the time wherein the extension lecturer has
worked in the college, if demanded by any of the petitioner.

Director Higher Education,
Haryana, Panchkula.

Prdh_78791

National Projects Construction Corporation Limited )
(A Govt. of India Enterprise)

Npcc WA-61A, Sec-135, Noida - 201304

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT)

NIT No. UPZ/347/JNV-Farrukhabad/Tender/19-20/774 ~ Date: 18.09.2019
Sealed item rate tenders are invited from the experienced and reputed
agencies for execution of “Special Repair Works at JNV Farrukhabad,
Distt. Farrukhabad (U.P)” having estimated cost of ¥456.05 lacs. The
detailed NIT available at NPCC website www.npcc.gov.in,
https://eprocure.gov.in & https:/inpcc.eproc.in and in also can be seen
in the office of the undersigned during office hrs. Last date of submission is

o 3

Q9.1 0.2019. ZONAL MANAGER (UP ZONE)

Himachal Pradesh Irrigation & P.H. Department.

“Notice Inviting Tender”
E. E., TubewelDivision,Gagret
Telephone No. : 01976- 241358, E-mail :td6940@gmail.com
The Executive Engineer, Tubewell Division, Gagret invites offline tenders on behalf of
Governor of Himachal Pradesh from approved eligible contractors for the following works :-

NORTH DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer/(M-)-RZ
Road No. 44, Village Pitam Pura, Delhi-110034

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
E.E.(M-1}-RZ/TC/2019-20/24 Dated : 17.09.2019
Date of start for Sale of Tender Document : 18.09.2019 at 14:00 PM
Last Date of Download of Tender Document  :© 01.10.2019 upto 14:00 PM
Last Date of Bid Submission : 03.10.2019 upto 15:00 PM
Opening of Financial Bid : 04102019 at 15:15 PM
S.No. : 1, Name of Work : Imp. and Dev. of road by pdg. RMC and drain
from B-5/29 to 38, B-5/43 to 52, B-4/15 to 24, B-3/42 to 48 and B-3/28 to
35 in Sector-17, Rohini in Ward No. 24-N, M-I/RZ. Head of Afc : XL-VIII-S,
Tender Amount : Rs. 33,97 785/, Earnest Money : Rs. 71,050/, Time
of Completion : 3 Months, Rates hold goods for : 5 Months, Cost of
Tender : Rs. 500/, Tender No. : 24/01.
Tender document can be downloaded online on website
https:/fiwww.tenderwizard.com/NORTHDMCETENDER and also
available on the website https:/www.tenderwizard.com/
NORTHDMCETENDER for bidding by approved and eligible
contractors, details of NIT can be seen on website.
R.0. No. 88/DPVNorth/2019-20 Executive Engineer/(M-1)-RZ

Sr. Name of work Estimated | Earnest| Cost of| Time
No. Cost. Money | Tender
1. |Repair of Dozer D-50-8003 S.R.F.M.P Sub- Rs. Rs. Rs. 15

Division, Haroli (2) Dozer D-50-12853 of Flood
Protection Sub-Division, Gagret

1,02,041/- |2,041/- | 250/- |days

N

. |Repair of Dozer D-50-12955 Flood Protection Rs. Rs. Rs. 15
Sub-Division, Gagret 1,70,684/- |3,414/- | 250/- |days

1. Last date of physical submission of Earnest Money deposit and cost of tender
documents etc on 25-09-2019 upto 05:00 PM
2. Last date of submission of tender upto 25-09-2019 at 05:00 PM and the same will
be opened on the day on 26-09-2019 at 11:30 AM. Executive Engineer
TubewellDivision,Gagret

HP/2122/19-20 ~ —HIM SUCHNA AND JAN SAMPARK- 1&PH Deptt.

PUBLIC NOTICE/TENDER NOTICE

Sr.No:-1
Name of Department/ Board/Corp./ Auth:- UHBVN

Name of Work/ Name/ Tender:- Const. of 05 No. new 33 kV S/stn. i.e. Bansa, Chak-
da, Sadarpur, Swabri Ranjitpur & Power House Panipat with 33 kV & 11 kV lines and
complete civil works on turnkey basis

Opening Date/ Closing Date/ Time:- 18.09.2019 (17:00 hrs)/ 10.10.2019 (17:00 hrs.)
Amount/ EMD (Aprrox.) in Lacs:- 10.00

Website of the department:- www.uhbvn.org.in

Nodal officer/ Contact details/ Email:- CE/ PD&C, UHBVN, Panchkula Ph. No. 0172-
2570431, 3019109, 3019145, 3019146 Email: cepdc@uhbvn.org.in, sepd@uhbvn.
org.in, xendd3@uhbvn.org.in

Tender Ref.No/ Tender No:- NIT-274/P&D/2019(B-617)

PRDH-78833
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MAHARASHTRA JEEVAN PRADHIKARAN
Office of the Chief Engineer,
Post Box No.556, Opp.Milind College, Cantonment,
AURANGABAD 431002
Office 0240- 2371386, Direct 0240-2370326
Fax 0240-2370238 E-mail - cemjpabd@gmail.com

E- TENDER NOTICE NO. 01 OF 2019-20

MJP invites e-tender notice for the work of Aurangabad
City Water supply project Tq. & Dist. Aurangabad in the state of
Maharshtra, valued at Rs. 1308,23,42,395/-

The e-tender detailes will be available on
www.mahatenders.gov.in from dated 20.09.2019.

All relevant dates will be as per the tender published in
web portal www.mahatenders.gov.in

Date : /09/2019

sd/-
Chief Engineer (I/c).
Maharashtra Jeevan Pradhikarn,

DGIPR/2019/2020/3097 Aurangabad.
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State funeral plan dropped
after Kodela’s kin reject it

Family members, TDP workers bid tearful adieu to former A.P. Speaker

Balabhaskar case: Kerala
not to oppose CBI probe
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government on
Wednesday weighed whether
it should rope in the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
to reinvestigate the death of
violinist Balabhaskar in a
controversial car accident
here in 2018. Officials said
the government reckoned the
Crime Branch probe, which
has found no foul play in the
death of the musician, to be
exhaustive and diligent.
However, they said the State
was unlikely to oppose the
family's persistent demand
for a CBI enquiry.

Botched surgeries: two
lose vision in one eye
BENGALURU

Seventy days after cataract
surgery of 24 patients went
awry at the Karnataka-run
Minto Ophthalmic Hospital in
Bengaluru, doctors have
concluded that two have lost
complete vision in one eye.
“While 10 have lost vision
partially, the remaining 12
have normal vision," hospital
director B.L. Sujatha Rathod
told The Hindu. However,
disputing the director's
claims, most of the 24
patients that The Hindu spoke
to said they were “unable to
see properly" even now.

A.P. govt. to ban private
practice by govt. doctors
VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh
government is going to ban
private practice by doctors
working in government
hospitals and increase their
salaries as compensation,

in accordance with the
recommendations of the
committee on health sector
reforms headed by former
Union Health Secretary

K. Sujatha Rao. Chief Minister
Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
conferred with the committee
which handed over to him its
report with over 100
suggestions on Wednesday.

STAFF REPORTER
NARSARAOPET

The mortal remains of form-
er Andhra Pradesh Assembly
Speaker Kodela Siva Prasada
Rao were consigned to
flames on Wednesday after-
noon in the presence of fa-
mily members and hundreds
of Telugu Desam Party lead-
ers, supporters and admir-
ers.

Police personnel were de-
ployed in strength to avert
any untoward incident.

The government wanted
to accord a State funeral for
the late leader, but dropped
the plan after the family re-
jected it outright. On Tues-
day, Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy had directed
Chief Secretary L.V. Subra-
manyam to make arrange-
ments accordingly, keeping
in mind the high constitu-

The funeral proce55|on of former A.P. Speaker Kodela Siva
Prasada Rao in Guntur district on Wednesday. =T.viava KUMAR

tional post held by Siva Pra-
sada Rao.

TDP national president N.
Chandrababu Naidu lashed
out at the government for
imposing prohibitory orders

in the area and at the same
time deciding to accord a
State funeral.

Hundreds of followers
from across the State
thronged the residence of

N. Srinivasan, Sudha Murthy
among TTD Board members

A.P. government appoints 24 members to the panel

STAFF REPORTER
CHENNAI

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment on Wednesday ap-
pointed 24 members and
four ex-officio members to
the Board of Trustees of Ti-
rumala Tirupati Devastha-
nams. The board’s chairman
will be Y. V. Subba Reddy.

N. Srinivasan, vice-chair-
man and managing director
of India Cements, B. Parthas-
aradhi Reddy, chairman, He-
tero group, and Jupalli Ra-
meshwara Rao, chairman of
My Home Group, were
among the members nomi-
nated to the Board.

Infosys founder Narayana
Murthy’s wife Sudha Naraya-
na Murthy was also appoint-
ed as a member.

According to a Govern-
ment Order, the ex-officio
members are the Special Se-
cretary, Revenue (Endow-
ments) Department, the
Commissioner of the En-
dowments Department and
the Chairman of the Tirupati
Urban Development Author-
ity (TUDA). The Executive
Officer, TTD, will be the ex-
officio member-secretary.

The new Board now in-
cludes eight members from
Andhra Pradesh, seven from

Telangana, four from Tamil
Nadu, one from Delhi, three
from Karnataka and one
from Maharashtra.

Apart from Mr. Sriniva-
san, AIADMK Ulundurpet
MLA R. Kumaraguru, Krish-
namurthy Vaidyanathan and
Nichitha Muttavarapu are
the other members nominat-
ed from Tamil Nadu.

“I thank the Chief Minis-
ter of Andhra Pradesh Jagan
Mohan Reddy for bestowing
this honour. As an ardent de-
votee of Lord Venkateswara,
I am humbled by this
choice,” Mr. Srinivasan said
in a statement.

the leader from where the
body was taken in a flower-
bedecked carriage to the cre-
matorium.  Heart-rending
scenes were witnessed as
many of the supporters
broke down on seeing the
body.

People recollected how
‘Dr. Garu’ mustered all his
resources to develop burial
grounds of Hindus, Muslims
and Christians. He was also
instrumental in the develop-
ment of roads and construc-
tion of resting places.

Narsaraopet MP Lavu
Krishnadevarayulu, chair-
man of the Vignan Group of
Educational Institutions La-
vu Rathiah, former Ministers
Prathipati Pulla Rao and
Nakka Ananda Babu, and Te-
lugu Desam MLA Karanam
Balaram were among those
present.

A.P. boat tragedy: seven more
bodies retrieved, 13 still missing

The toll in the
accident has
gone up to 34

RAJULAPUDI SRINIVAS
RAMPACHODAVARAM

Three days after a boat cap-
sized in river Godavari in the
Agency area in East Godava-
ri district of Andhra Pra-
desh, rescue teams retrieved
seven more bodies on Wed-
nesday, taking the toll to 34.

The search teams, along
with expert swimmers, lo-
cated seven bodies on Wed-
nesday in the river in Devi-
patnam mandal.

The private tourist boat
carrying 73 persons cap-
sized at Kachluru village on
September 15. Locals saved
26 persons.

Thirty four were con-
firmed dead and the remain-
ing are missing since then.

“Search operations are
continuing for 13 more mis-
sing persons,” East Godavari

A Navy helicopter searching for the missing tourists in East
Godavari district on Wednesday. =s.ramBABU

district Superintendent of
Police Adnan Nayeem Asmi
said.

Boat traced

Meanwhile, the boat was
found at a depth of 210 feet
near Kachluru village by a
team of the State Disaster
Response Force team of Ut-

tarakhand. The boat was lo-
cated with the help of a so-
nar camera, but the exact
position could not be imme-
diately ascertained.

However, it may not be
possible to extricate the boat
immediately due to continu-
ing flood in the river, officials
said.

Computer devices stolen from aircraft carrier

Police constitutes special team after theft reported from the machine room

STAFF REPORTER
KOCHI
A few computer hardware
components have been sto-
len from the machine room
of the Indigenous Aircraft
Carrier being built at the Co-
chin Shipyard Limited (CSL).
The CSL authorities in-
formed the police as soon as
the theft was detected on
Monday, following which the
Inspector General of Police,
Kochi range, and District
Police Chief (Kochi City) Vi-
jay Sakhare constituted a
Special Investigation Team
(SIT), led by Assistant Com-
missioner of Police, District
Crime Branch, Biji George.
The SIT has discovered
some fingerprints from the
crime spot. “The detection

A file photo of the indigenous aircraft carrier at the Cochin

Shipyard. =s. ANaNDAN
of finger prints from the
crime scene is a good start
and we are now looking for
potential matches...,” said
Mr. Sakhare.

The SIT, which now com-

prises six officers and nume-
rous police personnel, will
be strengthened further if
need be. The probe is being
directly supervised by the
Deputy Commissioner of

Police (Law and Order) un-
der the monitoring of Mr.
Sakhare. Asked whether the
police suspected the theft to
be part of an espionage plan,
Mr. Sakhare said the police
had not ruled out anything.
“Prima facie it appears to be
a case of petty theft and
there is no reason to panic,”
he said.

A spokesperson of the shi-
pyard said there was no data
of strategic value at the mo-
ment on board the under-
construction vessel and that
the yard had constituted an
internal inquiry team to
probe the incident.

The police are learnt to
have prepared a check list to
figure out the sequence of in-
cidents leading to the theft.

-——-—-——-—- —
- — o
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Steps-Towards:(

The Government of Chhattisgarh has taken many decisions for inclusive development in the last 9 months, which has paved the way for all sections of the society to
participate in economic development. This Chhattisgarhi model of all-round development has provided relief and justice to various sections of the state. It is also
prepared for beating the growing footsteps of the nationwide economicrecession.

—
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Assets Dealings

Labour Participation Rate

UnemploymentRate -
(Graduate and above)

Vehicle Registration -

vercoming-Recession

January to April 2018
January to April 2019
January to April 2018
January to April 2019

- | 25]Julyto 10 September 2018
25 July to 10 September 2019
Decline Rate National Level
Increase in Chhattisgarh (March 2019) - 36.75%

Chhattisgarh Model of Economlc Development

Purchasing Power increased - BPL will receive 35 Kg. Rice, Additional 7 | e
Kg. for 6th member of family, APL will receive Rice for T 10 per Kg. ®

Measures taken to

Reinvigorate Economy

® Paddy procurement - 80.37 M.T. paddy procured at ¥ 2500 per quintal,
highestin the country

BHUPESH BAGHEL
Chief Minister, Chhattisgarh

Visit us: 3dpreg.gov.in €) @DPRChhattisgarh
() @DPRChhattisgarh ) @ChhattisgarhCMO () @ChhattisgarhCMO

e Waived off Agriculture Loan - ¥ 8818 Crore agriculture loan of 18 lakh 5
thousand farmers waived off by Chhattisgarh Government

e Waived off Irrigation Tax - 207 Crore irrigation tax pending for 15 years
waived off by Chhattisgarh Government

® 4 Times Compensation - Compensation for acquiring agricultural land for
development purposes isincreased from 2 times to 4 times.
Narwa, Garwa, Ghurwa, Bari - Reinvigorating rural economy & environment

® Zameen Wapasi - Land acquired for TATA Steel Plant returned to farmers
upon failure to establish anindustry
® Tendupatta - Tendupatta collectors receiving ¥ 4000 per sack as wages,
highestwage rate in the country
e Land Dealings- Banlifted from purchasingand sellinglessthan 5 dismil land

¢ Employment - Thousands of vacancies to be filled in government
departments, 3 Kanishth Karmachari Chayan Board formed in Tribal Areas

Measures taken for
Industrial-Commercial Development

e ?food parksare beingconstructed in Tribal Areas, 6 more in process

® Exemption fromannual renewal of Gumasta License, minimum labour limit
allowed for shop increased from 1 to 10

® Minimum number of employees required for compulsion of Gumasta
issuance under Factory Act will be increased 10 or more for electricity-run
industries and from 20 to 40 for industries running withoutelectricity.

Core sector
promoted in State

30% reduction inthe land allotmentrates in industrial areas
Lease rentrate in Industrial Areas would be reduced from 3% to 2%
Single-window for all the approvals required for establishing industries

New applications would be collected in all the district industrial centres
and lands would be allotted on first-come-first-serve basis

industries would be removed from restricted list and

Industries which are being operated in the State for more than 10 years in
theareaupto 2 hectares would be given freehold

Transfer fee ofindustrial lands to be reduced, rules to be slackened

Concessions to be provided for establishment of food-processing, small
forest produce and herbal-based industries in state, policy to be formulated =
in two months

-42.83%
-42.98%
-16.18%
-10.90%
-90CroreRs.
-150CroreRs,
-19%

hattisgarh Samvad, R.O-22725
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India is the top source of
immigrants across the globe

UN report reveals that one-third of all immigrants come from 10 countries

IN BRIEF

SC raps govt. for manual
scavenging deaths

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday slammed the
Centre for deaths due to
manual scavenging and said it
is the greatest proof of human
beings being degraded in the
name of their community

and caste.

DGCA grounds 3 IndiGo
pilots, 2 engineers

NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has grounded
three pilots and two aircraft
maintenance engineers of
IndiGo for not reporting
vibrations in the Pratt and
Whitney engines. The PW
engine-powered aircraft have
been facing glitches since
their induction in 2016. i

Railway employees to get
‘productivity bonus'

NEW DELHI

The Centre on Wednesday
approved payment of
productivity-linked bonus
worth 78 days' wages to
employees for 2018-19. The
move will cost the exchequer
around ¥2,000 crore and will
benefit about 11.5 lakh non-
gazetted employees.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India has emerged as the
leading country of origin for
immigrants across the
world, with 17.5 million in-
ternational migrants in 2019
coming from India, up from
15.9 million in 2015, accord-
ing to a dataset released by
the Union Nations Depart-
ment of Economic and So-
cial Affairs (UN DESA) in New
York on Tuesday.

Sharp increase

The International Migrant
Stock 2019, released by the
UN DESA's Population Divi-
sion, said the number of in-
ternational migrants in the
world had reached an esti-
mated 272 million 2019 — 51
million more than in 2010.
The percentage of interna-
tional migrants of the total
global population has in-
creased to 3.5% from 2.8% in
2000.

While India remained as
the top source of interna-
tional migrants, the number
of migrants living in India
saw a slight decline from

Revised DPP norms to
be ready by November

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Defence Ministry in-
tends to put out revised
drafts of the Defence Pro-
curement Procedure (DPP)
and Defence Procurement
Manual (DPM) by November
end, Apurva Chandra, Di-
rector General (Acquisition)
in the Defence Ministry said.
“We have constituted 13
subcommittees for the revi-
sion. We have also invited
representatives from the in-
dustry associations. Chair-
persons of the subcommit-
tees are mostly from the

. WEATHER WATCH

Services, those who are the
practitioners. Our target is
that by November 30 we
should put out a draft on the
Defence Ministry website
for discussion,” said Mr.
Chandra speaking at a re-
cent seminar on ‘Make in
India’.

In August, Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh appointed
a 1l-member committee
headed by the DG (Acquisi-
tion) to revise the DPP 2016
and DPM 2009 and set a six-
month time-frame for the
committee to submit its
recommendations.

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) :

Pl ¢

© Forecast for Thursday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall very likely at :
isolated places over central Maharashtra, Konkan region, Goa, :
: Vidarbha, Gujarat, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil :
¢ Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal. Thunderstorm accompanied with :
. lightning very likely to occur at isolated places over Bihar, :
¢ Jharkhand and Odisha. :
. MAX MIN

LTy RAIN  MAX  MIN Ty RAIN :
© Agartala............. 6.6....35.0....26.0 Kozhikode................. 2.4...33.0....25.0 :
: Ahmedabad... ...34.0...26.0 Kurnool...... .10.7.... :
© Aizawl... ..30.0....22.0  Lucknow .

¢ Allahabad.. .7.7...30.0....26.0 Madurai. X
Bengaluru . .0.4....26.0....22.0 Mangaluri .

: Bhopal............... 0.4....30.0....23.0 Mumbai ......ccccevveeen. 7600 .

: Bhubaneswar-.... 14.4....32.0....26.0 Mysuru...... X

: Chandigarh ... ...35.0....25.0 New Delhi . ..—....35.0....26.0

: Chennai ........ ...33.0...24.0 Patna ........ 94.4...31.0....23.0

i Coimbatore.... ....31.0....23.0 Port Blair... 11.6....27.0....23.0

: Dehradun.. Puducherry .23.0....33.

: Gangtok.... Pune......

¢ Goa....... Raipur ...

¢ Guwahati .. Ranchi...

© Hubballi.... Shillong.

¢ Hyderabad Shimla...

¢ Imphal.. Srinagar.........

: Jaipur ... Thiruvananthapuram.... 13.8....

: Kochi.... Tiruchi

¢ Kohima. . Vijayawada..... ...3.0....32.0....25.0

: Kolkata........c........ -....35.0....27.0 Visakhapatnam

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
¢ Pollutants in the air you are breathing
. CITIES S0: NO:

Yesterday
CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

© Ahmedabad..... .. - 100 .21 ...99 .119 ... ,

: In ob t de at

! Bengaluru....... .. 2 52 .98 .46 .97 ..M 400 pm Yamunanagar,

: Chennai.......... .13 .30 ....30 ..38 ... Haryana recorded an

: Delhi oo, 4 .78 200 ...84 .114 .. t()verill air qu?lity index

: AQl) score of 169 :
EHyderabad ...... 21 .35 .27 ...66 ..76 ..M indicating a moderate level
© Kolkata........... .. 7 .13 .9 .32 .39 B of pollution. In contrast,
: Lucknow... .6 .25 91 .37 .. - ...n Haldia, West Bengal

© Mumbai .8 .= .90 .33 .. W recorded a healthy AQI

L PUNe. e 74 .8 .66 .40 .40 ..m  scoreof 2L

¢ Visakhapatnam ..— ..— .25 ... — - =

: Air Quality Code: I Poor M Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQl)

: S0a2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

. particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

¢ and monuments.

: NOa2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

¢ reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

. dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
¢ death in people with heart or lung disease :

Final destination

As of 2019, one-third of

all international migrants
originated from 10 countries.
India led the pack with 17.5
million such people. Most

of them were in the U.A.E
followed by the U.S.

} Labourers
installing paving
stones in the
Marina district
of Dubai, U.A.E.
The country
hosts close to
34.2 lakh Indian
migrants

Graph shows the % share of international migrants from top 10 countries by origin as of 2019.
Indian-origin people form 6.45% of such migrants. As of 2019, 19.5% of international migrants from
India were in the U.A.E — their most preferred destination

=
Bangladesh

— Syria

— T — Mexico
Russia China

India —

2 2.5 3

% share of international migrants

5.24 million in 2015 to an es-
timated 5.15 million in 2019 -
both 0.4% of the total popu-
lation of the country.

Bangladesh was the lead-
ing country of origin for mi-
grants in India, the report
stated.

In a statement, the UN DE-
SA Population Division said
that one-third of all interna-
tional migrants originated
from 10 countries — after In-
dia, Mexico ranked second
as the country of origin with

3.5 4 4.5 5

5.5 6 6.5

12 million migrants, followed
by China (11 million), Russia
(10 million) and Syria (8
million).

U.S. biggest host

The European region hosted
the highest number of the
immigrants at 82 million in
2019, followed by North
America (59 million) and
Northern Africa and West-
ern Asia (49 million). Among
countries, the U.S. hosts the
highest number of interna-

tional migrants (51 million),
about 19% of the global pop-
ulation.

The statement also said
that around two-fifths of all
international migrants had
gone from one developing
country to another.

The statement added that
further, forced displace-
ments continue to rise, with
the number of refugees and
asylum seekers having in-
creased by about 13 million
from 2010 to 2017.

[IM-A denies SC/ST quota for
next year’s Ph.D. admissions

Staff, alumni say reservation provisions must be honoured

PRISCILLA JEBARAJ
NEW DELHI
The Indian Institute of Man-
agement-Ahmedabad (IIM-
A) has not made any provi-
sion to implement reserva-
tions  for  historically
marginalised social groups
in its 2020 Ph.D Programme
in Management. When the
premier management insti-
tute opened its admissions
portal for next year’s docto-
ral programme last week, it
had no provisions for an SC/
ST (Scheduled Caste/Sche-
duled Tribe) quota.

Some IIM staff and alumni
have called out the institu-

tion on its continued refusal
to comply with the law that
requires all Central educa-
tional institutions to reserve
seats for each course and
branch of study. “The IIM
Act, 2017, which gave unpre-
cedented autonomy to the
IIMs and enabled them to
grant the Ph.D degree in the
first place, also makes it ex-
plicitly clear that they must
comply with the provisions
of the Central Educational
Institutions (Reservation in
Admission) Act, 2006,” said
Siddharth Joshi, an IIM-B
alumni who wrote an open
letter to IIM-A director Errol

D’Souza on the issue on

Wednesday, along with
IIM-B  professor Deepak
Malghan.

The pair have published a
research report showing
that there are hardly any IIM
faculty from the SC and ST
communities. “Out of 500
faculty [across IIMs], only
four or five were SC/ST. One-
third of IIM faculty are grad-
uates of the IIM’s own docto-
ral programme. Unless there
is reservation in the Ph.D
programme, it will be diffi-
cult to address the uncon-
scionable diversity deficit of
IIM faculty,” said Mr. Joshi.

Hear Rajeev
Kumar’s side,
court urged

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

The legal tussle involving
senior IPS officer Rajeev
Kumar in the Saradha chit
fund case moved to the Ali-
pore district court on Wed-
nesday as his counsels
urged the addditional chief
judicial magistrate court to
hear their arguments when
the CBI moved its petition
seeking a non-bailable war-
rant against him.

Meanwhile, special
teams set up by the CBI to
look for Mr. Kumar

reached Kolkata. The CBI
said that the look out not-
ice issued against him is va-
lid for a year from the date
of its issuance in the third
week of May.

Bengal Governor seeks
clarification on Bill

Leaders have cited ‘grave irregularities’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

Governor Jagdeep Dhankar
on Wednesday sent a letter
to the West Bengal Legisla-
tive Assembly seeking a clar-
ification on The West Bengal
(Prevention of Lynching)
Bill, 2019.

A communication from
the Raj Bhawan said the Go-
vernor wanted to know the
response of the Assembly
Secretary on the contention
made by Leader of the Op-
position Abdul Mannan and
Leader of the Left Front Le-
gislature Party Sujan Chak-
raborty.

Both the leaders who met
the Governor on Tuesday
said the Bill circulated in the

House “was not in conso-
nance with the Bill in res-
pect of which the Governor
imparted his recommenda-
tion for introduction of the
Bill in the Assembly in terms
of Article 207” Both the
leaders submitted a “writ-
ten representation on grave
irregularities and legislative
improprieties in respect of
The West Bengal (Preven-
tion of Lynching) Bill, 2019.”
“According to them, the
reason for this cannot be a
printing mistake and this is
a serious lapse in as much as
the change is in respect to
insertion of ‘death sentence’
as the maximum quantum
of punishment,” a statement
from the Raj Bhawan said.

Kandhamal tops the list for
institutional deliveries in Odisha

District records a higher rate than the State average of 76%

STAFF REPORTER
BERHAMPUR

Despite a large number of in-
accessible villages, institu-
tional delivery has shown
praiseworthy rise in Odish-
a’s Kandhamal district due
to use of bike ambulances,
delivery vans and Janani’
autorickshaws.

According to an assess-
ment of the percentage of in-
stitutional deliveries against
estimated pregnancies dur-
ing the period from April to
July this year, Kandhamal
district has topped among
30 districts in Odisha.

According to Ashis Kumar
Mohanty, deputy manager
in-charge of reproductive
and child health at the Na-
tional Health Mission in
Kandhamal, during these

™ -
For transportation, ‘Janani’
autorickshaws have been

introduced in remote areas.

four months, as against the
target of 4,887 institutional
deliveries, 5,055 institution-
al deliveries were registered,
raising the percentage in the
district to 103%.

This is higher than the
State’s average rate of 76%
for institutional delivery dur-

ing the same period.

At-home deliveries by ex-
pectant mothers are on the
decline in the district, alth-
ough it has around 810 inac-
cessible villages that can on-
ly be reached by foot.

This could be achieved
because of efforts of grass-
roots-level medical officers,
paramedics, Asha volun-
teers and other health offi-
cials, said Kandhamal’s chief
district medical officer, Dr.
Nrusingha Behera.

Apart from regular moni-
toring and awareness mea-
sures, five bike ambulances,
14 ‘Janani’ autorickshaws
and an institutional delivery
van are being used in remote
areas of the district to tran-
sport expectant mothers in
inaccessible regions.

Office of Project Director, Uttarakhand Health System Development Project
(Uttarakhand Health & Family Welfare Society, Department of Medical Health and Family
Welfare, Govt. of Uttarakhand)
2"4Floor, Red Cross Building Danda Lakhaund, Sahastradhara Road, Dehradun-248001

Phone:- 0135-2607610; E-mail:- apd.ukhsdp@gmail.com

National Competitive Bidding

Procurement of Non-Consulting Services

(Single Stage Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e-Procurement)

[UKHFWS]

and Management of HR Requirements at Five
Government District Hospitals in Uttarakhand
and at Project Implementation Team (PIT) of
Uttarakhand Health and Family Welfare Society

Name of Non-Consulting Service Bid Security | Cost of Document | Period of
(INR) (INR) Completion
Hiring of HR Service Provider for Recruitment| 10 Lakh 2,500 48 Months

SCHEDULE

SUBMISSION OF BIDS

+ Date of e-publishing of Tender- 20/09/2019
+ Starting date of online submission of bids- 20/09/2019
» Closing date of online submission of bids- 21/10/2019, till 03:00 PM (IST)

For further details, tender document availability and online submission of bids the E-procurement
website address is https://uktenders.gov.in
Project Director,

Uttarakhand Health System Development Project
2nd Floor, Red Cross Building
Danda Lakhaund, Sahastradhara Road,
Dehradun-248001, Uttarakhand

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER:RWSS DIVISION : BERHAMPUR
. Mear JaradaBunglow, Pin - 760004, Ph. 0680-2296344
s eerwss_bam@nic.in ;

Government of Odisha “e” Procurement Notice
e NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
Bid Identification No. EERWSSBAM - 10/2019-20

The Executive Engineer, RWS&S Division, Berhampur, Ganjam on behalf of Governor of Odisha
invites bids in Single Cover & Double cover system according to the norm of “e” Procurement
system in online mode for Supply, drawing, design, construction, testing and commissioning
and maintenance of different PWS Schemes and electrification warks in Ganjam District from
the eligible contractors as per DTCN

rwssbam@gmail.com

1.| Name of the Work

Execution of different waorks of different P.W.S
Scheme in Ganjam District

2.| Na of Wark {Tender)

10 Nos.

3.| Estimated Cost (Approximata)

From Rs 545 Lakhs to Rs 388 60 Lakhs

4.| Penod of Completion

45 days to 280 days

| document in the Portal

5.| Date & Time of avallability of bid

17.00 hrs

From 26-09-2019 at 11.00 hrs to 10-10-2019 up to

6.| Last date & time for sesking clarification

?.!- Date of Opening of Bid

| in the Portal

8.[ Last date / Time for receipt of bids

11.10.2019 at 11.00 hrs

10.10.2019 upto 17.00 hrs

inviting tender

i_i MName & address of the Officer

Executive Engineer, RWSS Division, Near Jarada
Bunglow, Berhampur-T80004, Dist.:Ganjam, Odisha

358-0:
111 i1

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal hitps:/ftendersorissa.gov.in

Executive Engineer,
RWS&S Division, Berhampur

TIRUMALA TIRUPATI DEVASTHANAMS : TIRUPATI

CHITTOOR DIST., ANDHRA PRADESH.
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER e- PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE Adv.No.09/D3/CE/TTD/2019-20

KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT BOARD

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)

No. 49, 4" & 5" Floor, East Wing, Khanija Bhavan, Race Course Road, Bengaluru-560 001,
Ph.: 080-40931272, website: www.kiadb.in e-Mail: cdoce2@kiadb.in or jdtp@kiadb.in
No. IADB/ENGG/EIA/EC/ETND-EP-06/8642/2019-20

SHORT-TERM NOTICE INVITING RE-TENDER TO PROVIDE CONSULTANCY
SERVICES FOR OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE (EC)
(Through GOK e — Procurement Portal Only)

KIADB is inviting tenders under two cover system for providing consultancy services for preparing EIA,
SIS studies etc., to obtain Environmental Clearance (EC) from Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate

Change (MoEF & CC) and Consent for Establishment (CFE) from Karnataka State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB) for the following KIADB Industrial Area.

Date:16.09.2019

SI. [ NIT No. Name of the work Estimate Amount Schedule Download end
No. Rs. in Lakhs download date & last date
&Time start date for bid
for Completion submission
1 2 3 4 5 6
I SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER- I
(1) | 40/SE-I/ | Procurement of 12,000 nos of 2 grams Gold e-open tender 20-09-2019 05-10-2019
TID/ | Dollars for the calendar year 2019 and 2020 12 months 5.00 p.m. 1.00 p.m. &
2019-20 | in 12 spells at 1000 nos for each month. 3.00 p.m.
(2) | 42/SE-1/ | Design, competition for selection of Request for 24-09-2019 09-10-2019
TID/ | Architectural consultant to provide proposal 5.00 p.m. 1.00p.m. &
2019-20 | consultancy services for "Proposed Cow 3.00 p.m.
Tourism Project at S.V.Foundation for
Indigenous Cattle (SVIC), TTD, Palamaneru,
Chittoor Dist., Andhra Pradesh
Note: For NIT No.42/SE-1/TTD/2019-20 for full details log on to the website https://www.tirumala.org//
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER- 11
(2) |158/SE-Il/| Disposal of Non Hazardous Solid Waste from EOI 23-09-2019 09-10-2019
TID/ | Tirumala Off Line Tender 5.00 p.m. 1.00 p.m. &
2019-20 15 Years 3.00 p.m.

Sl Proposed name of the Approx. EMD
No. New Industrial area. Extent (Rs in lakhs)
1. | Kuduthini Industrial Area, Kuduthini village, 645.18 Acres 2.00
Ballari District. (261.20 Ha)

The scope of work includes preparation of reports as per the present guidelines of Ministry of Environment
& Forest (MoEF & CC) and Consent for Establishment of Industrial Areas (CFE) from Karnataka State
Pollution Control Board (KSPCB), to obtain the clearance form KSPCB/ MoEF & CC & other concerned
Authorities for setting up the above Industrial Area. The detailed scope of work can be downloaded from
https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in

The firms who are listed as Accredited Consultants in the Accredited list of Ministry of Environment and
Forest, New Delhi/KSPCB are eligible to participate in the tender. The agency has to apply separately for
the individual industrial Area. The EMD amount as per the above table should be paid through e-payment
in the e-procurement portal only using any of the four modes namely: Credit Card, Direct Debit, National
Electronic Fund Transfer (NEFT), and Over the Counter (OTC).
The Revenue Survey Map/layout plan of the Industrial Areas can be accessed through e-portal of GoK.
KIADB reserves the right to accept or reject the Tender without assigning any reason. For further queries
contact Chief Development Officer & Chief Engineer-2, KIADB, Bengaluru and Development Officer &
Executive Engineer-KIADB Zonal Office, Ballari.
Applicants may download bidding documents from the e-procurement portal https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in
Schedule of dates are as follows:

e Last date to receive pre-bid Queries: 21.09.2019 up to 5.00 PM.
® Pre-bid meeting will be held on: 25.09.2019 at 11.30 AM.

e Deadline for submission of Technical and Financial Bids is: 03.10.2019 up to 4.00 PM
e Time and date of opening of Technical Bids is on: 05.10.2019 after 11.30 AM.

Sd/- Chief Development Officer & Chief Engineer-2

For NIT No.158/SE-lI/TTD/2019-20 EOI document can be downloaded from TTD Website
(www.tirumala.org) and also can be purchased at O/o SE-ll, TTD, Tirupati from 10.30 a.m. of
23-09-2019 to 1.00 p.m. IST of 09-10-2019 during office hours and shall be Deposited in Tender
box keptin O/0 SE-Il, TTD, Tirupati on or before 09-10-2019 by 3.00 p.m. IST.

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER- 1V

(3) |56/SE-IV/| Construction Sri Padmavathi Ammavari 575.00 20-09-2019 07-10-2019
TID/ | Temple at G.N.Chetty Street, Chennai, 24 Months 5.00 p.m. 1.00 p.m. &
2019-20 | Tamilnadu State. 3.00 p.m.
(4) [57/SE-IV/| Construction of balance two quadrants of 1350.00 20-09-2019 05-10-2019
TID/ | Kalyana Vedika at Vontimitta, Kadapa District 12 Months 5.00 p.m. 1.00p.m. &
2019-20 3.00 p.m.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER- (Elec)

(2)| 92/SE- | Comprehensive operation and maintenance Open Tender 20-09-2019 05-10-2019
Elec/TTD/| contract of 7.5 MW wind farm plant (1.25 MW 5Years 5.00 p.m. 1.00 p.m. &
2019-20 | x 6 nos) at Kakulakonda at Tirumala hills for 3.00 p.m.

a period of 5 years

Note: For full details please log on to the website https://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in or
http://www.aperocurement.gov.in/

Roc.No.PR4/13910/Adv.No.247/PR0O/2019/18-09-19.

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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Dangerous vacuum

If mainstream politicians are discredited in
J&K, the space will be filled by secessionists

rooq Abdullah under the Public Safety Act on
Monday marks a new, dangerous low in the over-
reach of state power to curtail liberty in Kashmir. The
81-year old leader has been thrice Chief Minister, Union
Minister and five times Member of Parliament. He is
currently MP from Srinagar. His father and National
Conference founder, Sheikh Abdullah, led Kashmir’s
Muslim population in rejecting the two-nation theory
that led to Partition and the formation of Pakistan in
1947. And his son, Omar Abdullah, former Chief Minis-
ter and Union Minister, is also under detention since
August 5, when the Centre abrogated Article 370
through a controversial process, ended J&K’s relative
autonomy and is reorganising it into two Union Territo-
ries. While the BJP and the Centre have claimed massive
public support for these moves, the Kashmir Valley has
been in shutdown since then. Despite his declining pop-
ularity in the Valley, Farooq Abdullah continued to ar-
gue that Kashmir’s destiny was with secular, pluralist
India. To treat him as a threat to public safety is a trav-
esty of justice and an assault on democratic principles.
The manner in which he was detained smacks of
complete disregard for the rule of law and accountabil-
ity. His detention, for 12 days, was announced hours be-
fore the Supreme Court was to consider MDMK chief
Vaiko’s plea seeking a directive that Mr. Abdullah be
produced before it. In Parliament last month, Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah had said the NC leader was not in de-
tention but was staying at home on his own volition.
The detention has now been legalised under a stringent
law that allows limited remedies and could be extended
to as long as two years. The moves to silence and humi-
liate Kashmir’s senior-most politician betrays a danger-
ous tactic of marginalising the moderate, mainstream
politicians. Almost all Kashmir’s political leaders are in
jail, including former Chief Minister and PDP leader
Mehbooba Mufti and the IAS officer-turned-politician
Shah Faesal. They have kept the political process alive
in Kashmir against all odds, and despite threats even as
some sections of the population remained aloof or hos-
tile to India. The argument that Kashmiri politicians
used the State’s special status to shield their corruption
and nepotism is disingenuous, as these problems are
endemic to Indian politics. The amorality of the govern-
ment’s treatment of pro-India forces is certainly dispir-
iting, but dangerous is the vacuum this is creating. The
void will be filled only by forces inimical to India, if the
government removes politicians from public spaces by
wrongly labelling them anti-India.

r I \he detention of National Conference leader Fa-

The Taliban problem

Terrorists will not be keen on talks, but finding
a solution to the Afghan crisis must continue

hen the U.S.-Taliban talks collapsed last
\ ; ‘ / week, the insurgent group threatened to step
up attacks in Afghanistan. It made good on its
pledge on Tuesday using two suicide bombers who
killed at least 48 people by targeting a rally being ad-
dressed by Afghan President Ashraf Ghani north of Ka-
bul, and also the capital. These attacks are yet another
warning of the security challenges Afghanistan faces,
especially when it is gearing up to the September 28
presidential poll. Both the 2014 presidential election
and last year’s parliamentary poll were violently dis-
turbed by the Taliban. This time, the group has asked
civilians to stay away from political gatherings, making
all those who participate in the political process poten-
tial targets. Rising attacks against Afghan civilians make
the Taliban’s claim that it is fighting on behalf of them
against the foreign invaders hollow. The Taliban did not
suspend its terror campaign even while holding talks
with the U.S. in Qatar. In July, when the talks were un-
der way, Amrullah Saleh, Mr. Ghani’s running mate and
the former intelligence chief, escaped a serious assassi-
nation attempt. Now that the talks have collapsed, a
vengeful Taliban is unleashing itself on the Afghans.
The Afghan government seems determined to go
ahead with the election. It has deployed some 70,000
troops to protect over 5,000 polling stations. But the
threat from the Taliban is so grave that the President is
largely addressing campaign rallies through Skype.
Even if the elections are over without further attacks,
the Taliban problem will remain. Afghanistan needs a
solution to this crisis and regional and international
players should help the new government. The funda-
mental problem with the U.S.-Taliban peace process
was that it excluded the Kabul government at the insis-
tence of the insurgents, which itself was a major com-
promise by the U.S. On the other side, the Taliban was
not even ready to cease hostilities. A peace agreement
dictated by the Taliban won’t sustain. The Taliban can’t
be allowed to have a free terror run either. A perma-
nently unstable Afghanistan and an insurgent group
growing further in strength is not good news for any na-
tion, including Afghanistan’s neighbours. Afghanistan
needs a comprehensive peace push in which all stake-
holders, including the government, the U.S., the Tali-
ban and regional players will have a say. The U.S. should
continue to back the Kabul government, put pressure
on Pakistan to crack down on the Afghan Taliban, dou-
ble down its counter-insurgency operations in Afghan-
istan and invite regional players such as Pakistan, Iran,
Russia, India and China to take part in the diplomatic ef-
forts. In other words, the Taliban should be forced to re-
turn to talks. The U.S.-Taliban peace talks may have col-
lapsed. But it need not be the end of the road for finding
a settlement for the Afghan crisis.

Obama was right about Iran

Unlike his carrot-and-stick policy with Tehran, his successor Donald Trump’s unilateralism has felled the regional order

STANLY JOHNY

(14 resident Trump cannot
Pexpect to be unpredicta-
ble and expect others to
be predictable,” Iran’s Foreign Mi-
nister Mohammad Javad Zarif said
in a speech at the Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research Institute
last month. He added, “Unpredic-
tability will lead to mutual unpred-
ictability, and unpredictability is
chaotic.” He was perhaps sum-
ming up Iran’s response to the U.S.
President’s “maximum pressure”
policy.

When Mr. Trump unilaterally
pulled the U.S. out of the Iran nu-
clear deal in May last year and sub-
sequently reimposed sanctions on
the Islamic Republic, his expecta-
tion was that the renewed pres-
sure tactics would force Tehran to
return to talks so that he could bar-
gain for a tougher deal. But Iran
was so unpredictable in its res-
ponse that tensions have rocketed
in West Asia over the past year. In
the latest flare-up, two critical Sau-
di Arabian oil installations near
the Gulf coast were attacked on
September 14, which forced Ri-
yadh to cut its oil production by
5.7 million barrels a day, almost
half of its daily output. Shia Houthi
rebels in Yemen have claimed res-
ponsibility for the attack, but the
U.S. has blamed and threatened to
strike Iran.

Whether Tehran was directly in-
volved in it or not, the attack on
Saturday is a demonstration of
Iran’s capability and influence.
Perhaps the most sophisticated
and daunting of its kind in the Gulf

in years, it proved Saudi Arabia’s
air defence to be worthless even in
protecting its most critical eco-
nomic assets. If the attacks had
originated from Iran, as the U.S.
has claimed, it is a serious act of
aggression. And if it had originated
from Yemen, Iran’s continued sup-
port for the Houthis, which ena-
bles them to carry out a high-pre-
cision, cross-border attack such as
this, would come under renewed
focus. Either way, Iran cannot es-
cape blame. Mr. Trump failed to
foresee the magnitude of Iran’s re-
sistance when he started putting
“maximum pressure” on the coun-
try. He may have thought that
since Iran had once caved in to
American pressure and signed an
agreement, it could do that again if
the pressure was multiplied. But
Iran acted exactly in the opposite
way.

Maximum resistance

After Mr. Trump withdrew from
the P5+1+European Union (EU)
and Iran nuclear deal despite in-
ternational certification that Iran
was fully compliant with the terms
of the agreement, Tehran waited
for a year, perhaps hoping that the
remaining signatories, including
the EU, Russia and China, would
fix the deal. But they remained
more or less spectators when the
U.S. continued to squeeze Iran’s
economy with sanctions. By May
this year, the U.S. had effectively
cut off Iran’s oil industry, critical
for its economy, from the global
economy. Faced with a precarious
economic situation and mounting
U.S. pressure, Iran adopted a two-
pronged strategy — start violating
the nuclear deal step by step and
target oil supplies through the
Strait of Hormuz, a choke-point
between the Gulf and the Arabian
Sea and through which a third of
crude oil exports transported on
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tankers pass.

Since May, a number of oil tank-
ers, owned by Norway, Saudi Ara-
bia and Japan, have come under
attack near the Strait of Hormuz.
In June, Iran shot down an Ameri-
can drone alleging that it had vio-
lated Iranian air space, taking ten-
sions to the brink of a direct
conflict with the U.S. In July, when
an Iranian oil vessel was seized by
British troops off Gibraltar, Iran
captured a British oil vessel.

Iran did all these without invit-
ing any major military response
either from its regional rivals or
from the U.S. On the other side, it
got its vessel released by Gibraltar
despite U.S. opposition. With Sa-
turday’s attack on the Saudi oil in-
stallations, Iran has upped the
ante further, sending a message
across the world that no oil facility
or tanker is safe in the Gulf as long
as Iran is not allowed to trade its
oil.

It’s a high-risk game. When Iran
shot down the U.S. drone, Mr.
Trump ordered a strike and called
it off with only 10 minutes to spare.
What Iran wants is sanctions re-
lief. But it will not surrender total-
ly to American demands for that as
it thinks it was Washington that
killed a hard-bargained, function-
ing nuclear deal. Also the U.S. pul-
lout from the deal appears to have
tilted the balance of power within

the Iranian regime in favour of the
hardliners. During the nuclear
talks, Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei backed
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
and Foreign Minister Zarif. But
now, the security establishment
appears to be calling the shots.
They may be betting on Mr.
Trump’s reluctance to launch an
open-ended war in the region. Or
they are ready to risk even a direct
conflict to break the stranglehold
of status quo. Egypt had done that
vis-a-vis Israel in 1973 by launching
the Yom Kippur War because
Egypt wanted the Sinai Peninsula
back from Israel. Iran is either
playing a lose-win game (where it
is ready to bear with some set-
backs for eventual gains) or a cala-
mitous lose-lose game (where eve-
ryone could end up as losers in the
event of a conflict).

The order in Gotham

U.S. President Obama’s approach
was different. Unlike Mr. Trump,
he had a strategic goal — to deny
Iran a nuclear bomb. He did not
act unilaterally on sanctions. He
consolidated international opi-
nion, got both allies and partners
on his side, imposed UN-recog-
nised sanctions and then offered
the olive branch of talks. It was a
classic carrot-and-stick policy that
works for rational actors. And Iran
accepted the offer despite all the
bad blood between the U.S. (“the
great Satan”) and the Islamic Re-
public, joined the talks and agreed
to scuttle its nuclear programme
in return for the removal of the in-
ternational sanctions.

Mr. Obama could have acted un-
ilaterally. He could have made
greater demands from Iran such as
ending its support for regional
proxies. Or he could have threa-
tened Tehran with military action.
He did not do any of these primari-

A selt-inflicted economic slowdown

The government has failed to heed recommendations made by economists and bureaucrats on turnaround measures

PUJA MEHRA

ne of the visitors to pay a
Ocourtesy call on Prime Mi-

nister Narendra Modi after
his re-election this summer was a
former Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India holding a high-pro-
file constitutional office. During
the conversation, the Prime Minis-
ter asked: “Arthvyavastha ka kya
karna chahiye? (What should be
done about the economy?)”

The former bureaucrat , who
had studied economics at college,
replied: “All of that listed in the
presentation I made to you in
2015, referring to the marathon
brainstorming sessions the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) had held
nearly four years ago to set the pol-
icy agenda for Mr. Modi’s first
term. It was a sharp remark to
make. For it implied that Mr. Mo-
di’s government had made little
progress on translating agenda in-
to action.

Ending the paralysis

Back then, the economy was still
in recovery phase. In the final 18
months of its 10 years, the Manmo-

han Singh-led United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) government had
moved the economy into repair
phase.

For all its faulty handling of the
economy, the Manmohan Singh-
led government did manage to end
the parliamentary paralysis and
pass its land and food Bills in 2013,
the choice of legislative action dic-
tated by ideological inputs, rather
than the wisdom of the then Prime
Minister expressed by his key eco-
nomic aides. A mechanism for
handling projects which had been
stalling for both economic and ad-
ministrative reasons was set up in
the Cabinet Secretariat and the
PMO. The economy that had been
named as one of the so-called ‘Fra-
gile Five’ was no longer counted so
and had exited the ignoble
clubbing.

The policy paralysis —an admi-
nistrative and political bottleneck
— had ended. The fiscal and cur-
rent account deficits had been
compressed, and GDP growth was
slowly picking up momentum year
after year, a recovery that conti-
nued till 2016-17, the year of demo-
netisation. Inflation remained out
of control, also, in part, due to the
sharp uptrend in global crude
prices. In May 2014, after Mr. Mo-
di’s Cabinet was sworn in, it was
made clear to the new government
that purposeful steps would
strengthen this recovery. Without
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reforms, though, the recovery
would be difficult to sustain.

Among officers that made pre-
cise recommendations on action
needed was the Prime Minister’s
close aide and IAS officer, Has-
mukh Adhia, who, as the Financial
Services Secretary, made a presen-
tation that detailed in the stron-
gest possible terms the crying
need for corrective action in pu-
blic sector banks: the quicker the
banking sector recovered its
health, the speedier a pullback in
the overall economy could be ex-
pected. A recovering economy
would have meant, borrowers
would be less likely to default on
loans and bank NPAs (non-per-
forming assets) would rise at a
slower pace if at all.

Ignoring advice

But advice on action needed and
decisions that should be avoided
were ignored. The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) cautioned the govern-
ment against demonetisation in

writing; the former RBI Governor,
Raghuram Rajan, did so orally.

Ahead of the rollout of the
Goods and Services Tax (GST), on
invitation from the government,
well-regarded economist and
former Finance Secretary Vijay
Kelkar briefed the Prime Minister
and key Cabinet ministers on the
criticality of avoiding the business-
unfriendly rate structure and com-
pliance system that had been
worked out for introduction. He
was invited to the midnight launch
in Parliament’s Central Hall of the
GST, but his advice went
unheeded.

As late as in the run-up to the Ju-
ly 5 Budget, economists openly
sympathetic to the ruling party
called for bold steps aimed at re-
versing the slowdown. After the
Budget was tabled, economist Sur-
jit Bhalla drew attention to the
need for changing the status quo
in agriculture and the impossibili-
ty of doubling farmer incomes.
Economist Subramanian Swamy
has consistently drawn attention
to the dire consequences to be ex-
pected as a result of the Modi go-
vernment’s approach to the eco-
nomy. Members of the Prime
Minister’s Economic Advisory
Council have been a measured
voice of wisdom. Arvind Panagari-
ya is writing with concern over the
lack of appetite for growth-acceler-
ating reforms.

ly because he was aware of the
risks involved in a direct conflict
with Iran, a country that has al-
ways lived in insecurity and cultiv-
ated proxies across the region as
part of its forward defence doc-
trine. He carefully avoided anyth-
ing that could have strengthened
the hands of the hard-liners within
the complex Iranian regime. He al-
so believed that for peace in West
Asia, Saudi Arabia and Iran should
dial down tensions between them-
selves.

He told The Atlantic, in 2016:
“The competition between the
Saudis and the Iranians requires
us to say to our friends as well as to
the Iranians that they need to find
an effective way to share the neigh-
bourhood and institute some sort
of cold peace.” The nuclear deal
had set the state for a détente bet-
ween the U.S. and Iran. Mr. Oba-
ma’s successor should have fol-
lowed that policy up — force Iran
to restrain itself through engage-
ment and promote a new equilibri-
um in the region. It is like Gotham
in “The Dark Knight”, to use a me-
taphor used by Mr. Obama in a dif-
ferent context, where the gang
leaders have established some sort
of order. But then comes the Joker
and the city is on fire.

Mr. Trump may be reluctant to
launch a new war. But he lacks a
strategy to put this reluctance into
a policy framework. He has sur-
rounded himself within the admi-
nistration with warmongers and
neocons. He has failed to foresee
how far Iran would go if it is
pushed to a corner. His unilateral
actions have destroyed even the
fragile order that existed in the re-
gion before May 8, 2018, the day
he killed the nuclear deal. If the
Gulf is in flames today, Donald
Trump is its arsonist.

stanly.johny@thehindu.co.in

The consequences of five years
of ignoring advice are, well, hard
to ignore now: the weak recovery
inherited in 2014 has indeed pe-
tered out. A growth slowdown has
been on for three years. The loss
of growth momentum in the three
years from 2016-17 to 2018-19 is sig-
nificant: 8.2%, 7.2% and 6.8%. GDP
growth hit a 25-quarter low of 5%
in the April-June 2019 quarter.

Scores of private sector jobs are
getting axed. Growth in car sales,
retail loans and property has
plummeted to multi-year lows, as
the impact of the slowdown
spreads across the economy.

Several policy pronouncements
have been made since the day the
courtesy call was paid. These in-
clude the July 5 Budget and the
weekly press conferences of the Fi-
nance Ministry aimed at announc-
ing measures for accelerating GDP
growth. That the measures fall
woefully short of the recommen-
dations made by economists and
bureaucrats over the last five years
is an understatement. The govern-
ment has also failed to take the
steps required urgently at this
stage of the slowdown.

When there is a mine of advice
sitting in government files, gather-
ing dust for five years, who should
be blamed for the unfolding eco-
nomic slowdown?

Puja Mehra is a Delhi-based journalist
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Politics and language
Every language in India has
its own charm and identity.
Being confined to a
particular region should
not be reason for them to
be sidelined and Hindi
given priority to be
proclaimed as a unifying
force in India as it is spoken
by the majority. How did
the administration function
so far in non-Hindi
speaking States for the last
many decades? All
languages listed in the
Constitution are equally
important and the Home
Minister should be
reminded that India’s
strength lies only in its
unity among diversity.
Instead of employing what
is an attention diverting
strategy in the midst of an
economic slowdown, the
Home Minister should
value the sentiments of the
people. He must not forget
that the massive mandate
his party has won is to
boost employment
opportunities, reduce

inflation and ensure
poverty alleviation.

P. PARAMASIVAN,
Chennai

= [ndia has done a
remarkable job as a nation in
resolving the diversity of
languages. It is difficult to
think of any other country
with so many ancient
languages complete with
their own rich literature and
history as India’s. Despite
such linguistic diversity,
there is no discord in the
country.

At a time when our leaders
should be focusing on grave
economic concerns of the
nation, the attempt to
polarise people using
language is unfortunate.
The focal point of ‘language
dominance’ has created
enough strife in many
countries: Sinhala versus
Tamil in the case of Sri
Lanka, Urdu versus Bengali
in the case of West and East
Pakistan, Dutch versus
French in the case of
Belgium and English versus

French in the Quebec
province of Canada. India is
a fine example to the rest of
the world on how to figure
out a consensus and have
total harmony.

PRAVEEN NALLURI,
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

Kashmir policy

Allis not well internally in
Kashmir despite the Central
government’s claims of
everything being “normal”
(Editorial page, “In Kashmir,
shaking the apple tree”,
September 18). However,
steps need to be taken to
focus on youth as they are a
stabilising factor — they need
quality jobs. There is a need
to start as many industries as
we can in the State to give
fillip to the local job market.
There is also a need for
extended tax concessions in
order to encourage
industrialists. Improving the
economic conditions of the
State’s residents will also
help a great deal.

JITENDRA G. KOTHARI,
Mumbai

= The Prime Minister’s
statement that Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel’s vision
had inspired the
government’s move in
Jammu and Kashmir was
unconvincing (Inside pages,
September 18). Patel’s action
cannot be compared with
the government’s move in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The States that moved to the
Indian Union were princely
states, and even in
integration, Patel convinced
and educated them about
the importance of joining the
mainstream of the Republic.
The threat of force was a step
of last resort. Incidentally,
the use of strong methods
may be applicable only in the
case of Hyderabad, and after
repeated pleadings to join
the rest of India. In Jammu
and Kashmir, an elected
government was dismissed.
Local leaders were not
consulted or convinced
about the action proposed to
be taken. And suddenly, the
voices of local leaders and
people were silenced

through arbitrary action.
Even Patel would never have
adopted such inhuman
measures in the name of
integration.

D. SETHURAMAN,
Chennai

® Despite many statements
by some politicians about the
immense troubles the people
in Jammu and Kashmir are
being put through after the
dilution of Article 370, it is
unfortunate that the media
has been practically gagged
in J&K (““‘Government using

39

Kashmir to divide India’,

September 18). If the
government has nothing to
hide in Kashmir one fails to
understand why the media is
still unwelcome to do
objective reporting of the
state of affairs. There are
signs of sycophancy in some
sections of the media singing
paeans to the ruling
establishment without
actually doing field reports.
How long will the curbs
continue?

ANUSREE RAMESH,
Mangaluru
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CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS:

The second deck headline in a Business page story headlined
“Federal Bank gets into expansion mode” (Sept. 18, 2019) erro-
neously said doorstep gold loans yielded X100-cr revenue in 4
months. It should have been I100-cr credit growth.

A quote in the penultimate paragraph of “Amazon India expects
‘bigger and better’ festive sales this year” (Business page, Sept. 17,
2019), had been wrongly attributed to Mr. Jain. It was Mr. Mayank
Shivam, Director, Category Management, Amazon Fashion India,

who said it.
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Shaking the foundation of fake news

Battling disinformation must involve a fight against the narratives that act as grist for the rumour mill

o

RUCHI GUPTA

Combating fake news is a growing
preoccupation of the technology
platforms, the political class, the
news media, and an increasing tribe
of citizens concerned about democ-
racy being hijacked. There is a per-
ception that fake news is a new phe-
nomenon linked to the rise of social
media; however, this is only half the
story. Governments and political ac-
tors (anyone in the business of mobi-
lising public opinion) have always in-
vested in disinformation campaigns
to build narratives of their choice. In
fact, it is because the institutional
news media is no longer seen as an
arbitrator of the ‘real news’ — having
lost credibility due to complicit and
motivated reporting — that fake news
has been able to thrive now. The ad-
vent of social media has merely de-
centralised the creation and propa-
gation of fake news. It is this that has
led to the ubiquity of and difficulty in
controlling/eliminating fake news.

The current response to fake news
primarily revolves around three
prongs — rebuttal, removal of the
fake news item and educating the pu-
blic. While these are necessary mea-
sures, it is not apparent that they are
sufficient in themselves to address
the larger ‘political’ problem posed
by fake news.

Rebuttal and removal

Rebuttal is a form of fact checking
wherein the fake news is debunked
by pointing out errors like mismatch,
malicious editing and misattribution.
To the extent that the fake news item
appears on institutional handles, at-
tempts are made to have it removed
after rebuttal. There is much pres-
sure on companies like Facebook
and YouTube to proactively remove
fake news from their platforms and
rework their algorithms to ensure
that such content does not gain pro-
minence. The newly introduced li-
mits on forwarding messages on
WhatsApp are an offshoot of this dis-
course, where accountability to ad-
dress fake news is offloaded on to the
technology platforms. The third leg

of the response revolves around edu-
cating the end users to be more dis-
cerning consumers of news by in-
forming them of verification tools so
that they can ascertain the accuracy
of a news item before sharing it.

Another emerging strand in this
discourse, propagated by the govern-
ment, concerns tracking the ‘source’
of fake news, ostensibly to address
the issue at its root. However, this
suggestion, when combined with
another proposal to de-anonymise
all social media accounts, is fraught
with serious issues concerning inva-
sion of privacy and free speech, and
will more often than not be used by
governments to quell dissent.

While the measures outlined are
important and must be expanded
upon, there are some evident short-
comings in this approach. First, at-
tempting to rebut fake news is akin to
hitting a moving target, with a steady
stream of fake news getting churned
out consistently. It may be possible to
rebut news on one fake instance of
children getting abducted or on In-
dian citizens toting Pakistan’s flags
but the ‘fake news factory’ will keep
churning out similar stories to ad-
vance its chosen narrative.

Second, it is impossible to com-

Nigeria’s war against wild
poliovirus approaches a climax

Country could be declared ‘polio-free’ next year

R. PRASAD
On August 21 this year, Nigeria
crossed an important milestone in
the eradication of polio when it suc-
cessfully completed three successive
years without a single case of wild
poliovirus. A country is said to have
eradicated polio when no fresh case
of wild poliovirus is reported for
three successive years.

The last case of type 1 wild poliovi-
rus in Nigeria was reported in August
2016 in Borno State, in the country’s
insurgency-hit northeast. The official
announcement by the World Health
Organization (WHO) is expected by
early next year.

With Nigeria almost winning the
war against the wild poliovirus, the
endgame is getting closer. Today,
wild poliovirus is endemic only in
two countries — Pakistan and Afghan-
istan. Global eradication will depend
on stopping the disease in these two
countries. But as long as polio exists
in any part of the world, children are
at threat everywhere.

Spike in Afghanistan, Pakistan
Just as it appeared to be easy to snuff
out the virus in these two Asian coun-
tries, there has been a spike this year.
As on September 11 this year, there
have been 16 and 62 wild poliovirus
cases reported in Afghanistan and
Pakistan respectively. Compared to
2018, the number of cases in Afghan-
istan reduced while it increased ma-
nifold in Pakistan.

After being removed from the
WHO’s list of ‘polio endemic coun-
tries’ in September 2015, Nigeria
came close to eliminating polio the
very next year. However, it faced a
setback in July-August 2016 when
three fresh cases were reported.

The wild virus strain that caused
the fresh cases was found to be
linked to the virus detected in 2011 in
Borno, indicating that the strain was
still present in the environment. This
did not come as a surprise as health-
care workers had not been able to ac-
cess as much as 60% of settlements in
Borno due to the decade-long insur-
gency in northeast Nigeria.

As a result, about 5,00,000 chil-
dren in the State were deprived of
health services by 2016.

Like the Democratic Republic of
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Congo during the latest outbreak of
Ebola, Nigeria had to rely on security
personnel to escort health workers to
Borno. But certain areas were out of
bounds for health-care workers and
access was limited to only military
personnel. Nigeria came up with a
unique strategy to reach out to chil-
dren by training the military person-
nel to double up as vaccinators.
These strategies have borne fruits.
Health workers, accompanied by se-
curity personnel, were able to immu-

A health worker immunising a child
in Kano, northwest Nigeria,
in April 2017. =GETTY IMAGES

nise 80% of children with three doses
of the vaccine containing only type 1
and type 3 polio viruses. Military per-
sonnel by themselves were able to
reach 26%.

60,000 yet to be vaccinated
However, the success of the two stra-
tegies  notwithstanding, about
60,000 children are yet to be vacci-
nated in the insurgent-held areas, ac-
cording to a July 2019 paper; the true
status of wild poliovirus in these chil-
dren remains unknown.

And even as wild poliovirus ap-
pears to be tamed in Nigeria, as on
August 28, 2019, the weakened type 2
virus used in oral polio vaccine had
turned virulent and caused 16 cases
of paralysis, down from 34 last year.
Though vaccine-derived polio cases
will not come in the way of Nigeria
being certified as ‘polio-free’ by the
WHO, multiple outbreaks of such
kind are concerning, particularly the
emergence of new strains in areas
where oral vaccine containing only
type 2 was used.

prasad.ravindranath@thehindu.co.in
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pletely ‘remove’ fake news even after
rebuttal, given the decentralised na-
ture of dissemination. Propagation
and virality of a news item are con-
tingent not on its accuracy but on
how well it conforms to the domi-
nant narrative and also on the
strength of the associated distribu-
tion networks that spread the narra-
tive. Thus, the act of ‘rebuttal’, in-
stead of supplanting the original fake
news item, could end up vying for
space with the latter. Moreover, in In-
dia, the right-wing propagators of
fake news are often better organised,
especially on messaging platforms
like WhatsApp, than the liberal Op-
position.

Reinforcing the fake account
However, the biggest shortcoming of
this approach — the fact that the very
act of rebuttal reinforces the fake
narrative being pushed - goes
beyond this cat-and-mouse problem.
Since the act of rebuttal gets con-
fined within the original framework
of the fake news item, the political
impact of the rebuttal is far less than
ideal.

The average consumer relies on
overall frameworks/narratives to
evaluate a piece of information. The

increasing complexity of issues, in
conjunction with the deluge of infor-
mation — with the relevant jostling
for space with the irrelevant — has
made it impossible for any individual
to develop a well-researched stand
on all the topics. When an individual
piece of information (fake news or
otherwise) conforms to someone’s
held beliefs, it is readily accepted
and shared.

Confirmation bias

Studies have confirmed that people
don’t care about finding the ‘truth’
behind a news item and instead look
for evidence to support their pre-
ferred narrative (confirmation bias).
Therefore, debunking discrete items
of fake news without addressing this
battle of narratives will have only a
marginal value. This is because when
an individual fake news item having a
reinforcement value is debunked,
the purveyors simply discard it and
replace it with another piece of simi-
lar fake news.

It is evident that if we are con-
cerned about the impact of fake
news, we must address the underly-
ing narratives, instead of merely try-
ing to rebut individual items. This
needs to be done in two connected
ways: first, by addressing the weak-
nesses that allow the fake news nar-
rative to take root. For instance, the
right wing’s narrative across the
world, while propelled by fake news,
is premised on the loss of credibility
of the liberal camp, which is per-
ceived to be elitist and corrupt. Any
way forward must involve a rebuild-
ing of this lost credibility.

Second, we must not get sucked
into a losing narrative while attempt-
ing to rebut fake news. Instead, we
must mobilise public opinion around
an alternate narrative that makes the
fake news item irrelevant. Most peo-
ple cannot hold multiple stories in
their head and thus, instead of pok-
ing holes in an opponent’s story, it
may be more effective to replace it
with a different narrative built on
facts. Ultimately, all fake news is in
service of a political, if not electoral,
agenda. We should thus not lose
sight of the wood for the trees by fo-
cussing disproportionately on indivi-
dual fake news items instead of the
larger narrative.

Ruchi Gupta is joint secretary in-charge of
the Congress Party’s student wing

The multitudes dispossessed
by the ‘Gujarat model

Extractive projects like Sardar Sarovar have hit many people

ARYAMAN JAIN
& ASEEM SHRIVASTAVA

The Gujarat government has filled up the
Sardar Sarovar this year, flooding the Narma-
da. In Madhya Pradesh alone, reportedly,
more than 28,000 families still live in the
submergence zone. They have not been gi-
ven due rehabilitation or compensation. Ho-
wever, despite opposition by many groups,
the Gujarat and Union governments are go-
ing ahead with this forced mass displace-
ment of communities. Disturbing videos are
circulating. In one, a woman is seen refusing
to leave her home, even as it is flooded to
waist level. In another, two childhood
friends are seen consoling each other as they
watch the only place they’ve called ‘home’
go under water. There are thousands of such
scenes along the Narmada. Crops grown ov-
er the season have been destroyed and
around 13,500 hectares of forests are being
drowned by this developmental mayhem.

Ingress of sea water

Beyond Sardar Sarovar, the once mighty Nar-
mada is now a seasonal drain that carries
sewage and industrial effluents. At the
mouth of the river in Gujarat, because of low-
er freshwater pressure on account of the
dam, the sea water has ingressed several km
inland, rendering vast fertile lands saline.
With some 10,000 hectares of agricultural
land having been destroyed, the farmers of
the area are devastated. Just in Bharuch, a
fishing community of around 30,000 has
lost its livelihood. The estuary’s once-thriv-
ing population of the coveted Hilsa fish is in
danger due to the ingress. In response, the
Gujarat government has built a barrage
which, paradoxically will only end up des-
troying the breeding grounds of the Hilsa.

When the dream of the Sardar Sarovar
was sold to the people of Gujarat, these fea-
tures of the dam were not mentioned. Even
today, when proponents continue to defend
the project after all that has happened, they
fail to report these ‘gifts’ of the dam.

But how was such a disaster allowed to un-
fold? For years, industrial lobbies constantly
pushed politicians to build the dam despite
activists raising important questions about
it. The politicians found it opportune to go
along with the industrialists’ agenda.
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The Sardar Sarovar was promised as a
new lease of life for farmers across Gujarat.
Even the Supreme Court, in allowing the
project to go ahead in a 2000 verdict, relied
pivotally on the argument that there was no
other way to provide water to the dry areas
of Gujarat. Farmers as far as Kutch were pro-
mised Narmada waters. They are still waiting
as the canals leading to their agricultural
lands have not been built as yet. Instead, the
situation has worsened. As Gujarat neglect-
ed its own water resources and the changing
climate, farmers, fishermen and herders
have begun leaving, signalling the begin-
nings of a climate refugee crisis.

The primary beneficiaries

Today, it is clear that the primary beneficiar-
ies of the dam were the industrialists of Guj-
arat. Tata’s plant in Sanand, shifted from
West Bengal after farmers there protested il-
legal land grab, draws a generous amount of
Narmada’s water and as does Coca-Cola,
which was thwarted from expanding in Pla-
chimada, Kerala, and Varanasi, Uttar Pra-
desh, due to protests. Meanwhile, Gujarat’s
own river, Sabarmati, now draws water from
the Narmada to fill it.

The plight of the farmers of Dholera, who
were once promised Narmada water and
were successfully mobilised against anti-
dam protests, brings out the cruel irony of
the State’s policies. The soil of the area has
turned saline, thanks to Gujarat’s neglect of
its local water bodies. To add insult to injury,
the State government now wants to build a
‘Special Investment Region’ there and has
asked farmers to vacate the land. Any protest
is being beaten into the earth. Such are the
perverse ‘achievements’ of those relentless
in their advocacy of the dam. The riches of
Gujarat — shown as a model to the rest of the
country — are the result of such violent ex-
traction, exploitation and destruction that
benefit a few while victimising many.

As we near Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth
anniversary, let’s recall these words of warn-
ing from him: “God forbid that India should
ever take to industrialisation after the man-
ner of the West. The economic imperialism
of a single tiny island kingdom [Britain] is to-
day keeping the world in chains. If an entire
nation of 300 million took to similar eco-
nomic exploitation, it would strip the world
bare like locusts.”

We are now looking at 1,300-1,700 million
people wanting to live like Britain. The ulti-
mate outcome is a foregone conclusion.

Aryaman Jain is an Environmental Engineer; Aseem
Shrivastava teaches Ecosophy at Ashoka University
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Political silence of Sheikh Abdullah

Busy in planning the construction of a new
mosque at Hazratbal near Srinagar to house
Prophet Mohammed’s sacred hair (brought
to Kashmir in 1700 A.D.), Sheikh Abdullah is
significantly silent about his future course of
action in the political field. This is puzzling
to his critics and admirers alike. Political
analysts believe that apart from the fact that
he might have become more religious-mind-
ed with his advancing age, he is conserving
his energy for the 1972 General Election in
which the Plebiscite Front, of which he is the
patron and trouble-shooter, is going to parti-
cipate with an eye to capturing a majority of
seats in the State Legislative Assembly. The
Sheikh’s seeming “political inactivity” is,
therefore, interpreted as a part of his unex-
pressed overall strategy not to get involved
in any such agitation as would make him un-
able to lead the Plebiscite Front to “victory”
in the next General Election. Accordingly, it
is explained in political circles, the Kashmiri
leader gives the impression of letting things
slide for the time being. Knowledgeable cir-
cles argue that it is futile to believe that the
Sheikh is tired of politics. Nor is there any
evidence to show that he has become pliant
or is chary of shouldering the political con-
sequences of his plebiscite slogan. On the
contrary, it seems that for the present he is
only trying to avoid a war of words — and ac-
tion — which may create an explosive situa-
tion. And the new mosque at Hazratbal is ex-
pected to take two years to be completed.
That is about the time when preparations for
the next General Elections will start.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPT. 19, 1919.

Help the Punjab: An appeal.

The Press Sub-Committee of the Punjab Be-
lief Committee has issued the appeal:

Yesterday we gave our reader breathing
time. Not breathing time to rest, but breath-
ing time in which to carry out the numerous
suggestions we have been making on behalf
of the Relief Committee. What Madras city
has been doing remains to be seen, but the
muffasal is waking up, meetings have been
held all over the Presidency, and here and
there a Punjab Week has been decided
upon. Let us remind our readers that next
Sunday is Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday — his
Swadeshi birthday. In Madras we are going
to celebrate it by a monster meeting on the
Beach, near the Aquarium opposite the Pre-
sidency College. We are going to make a spe-
cial collection from the audience to send in
Mahatma Gandhi’s name to the Punjab suf-
ferers. Muffasal friends, we suggest to you to
go and do likewise.
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Never spoke of imposing

Hindi, says Amit Shah

“It is the language of a par-
ticular State, like Gujarati in
my State. But there should
be one language in the
country, if someone wants
to learn another language, it
should be Hindi.”

“I too come from a non-
Hindi speaking State. I come
from Gujarat where Gujarati
is the language, not Hindi.
One has to listen to my

speech carefully...,” Mr.
Shah said.
Mr. Shah’s statement

came following widespread
criticism of his earlier re-
marks.

Several Opposition par-
ties accused the Centre of at-
tempting to impose Hindi
over other languages.

The Congress said the
three-language formula
should not be tinkered with.

“The Polit Bureau of the
CPI(M) strongly opposes
these efforts which stem
from the RSS conception of
one nation, one culture, one
language,” said the party in
a statement.

The CPI also described
Mr. Shah’s comments as an
“attack on the very concept
of diversity.”

Cabinet approves ban
on e-cigarettes

The sub-inspector has been
designated as the author-
ised officer to take action
under the ordinance. The
Central or State govern-
ments may also designate
any other equivalent officer
(s) as authorised officer for
enforcement of the provi-
sions of the ordinance.

The Prohibition of E-ciga-
rettes Ordinance, 2019, was
recently examined by a
Group of Ministers (GoM)
following directions from
the Prime Minister’s Office.
In the draft ordinance, the
Health Ministry had pro-
posed a maximum impri-
sonment of up to one year
along with a penalty of 31
lakh  against  first-time
violators.

E-cigarettes are battery-
operated devices that pro-
duce aerosol by heating a
solution containing nico-
tine, which is the addictive

substance in combustible
cigarettes.

Complete prohibition
The Minister noted that as
per data the misuse of e-ci-
garettes is very high among
students. The Union Health
Ministry had earlier issued
an advisory to all States and
Union Territories to ensure
that Electronic Nicotine De-
livery Systems (ENDS), e-ci-
garettes, heat-not-burn dev-
ices, vape, e-sheesha,
e-nicotine flavoured hoo-
kah, and devices that enable
nicotine delivery are not
sold (including online sale),
manufactured, distributed,
traded, imported and adver-
tised in their jurisdictions.
Union Health Secretary
Preeti Sudan had also writ-
ten to the Commerce Secre-
tary to block the entry of a
U.S.-based company manu-
facturing vaping devices.

Xi-Modi meet likely
to skirt Kashmir issue

Beijing had also backed Pa-
kistan on taking the Kash-
mir issue to the UN Security
Council, following India’s
decision on August 5 to de-
ny special status to Kashmir.
“As for Kashmir being on
the agenda, I’'m not sure be-
cause this is kind of an infor-
mal summit and leaders’
meeting, I think better we
need to give the leaders
much time to discuss wha-
tever they would like to dis-
cuss,” Ms. Hua observed.
But the spokesperson
reiterated China’s stance
backing direct talks bet-
ween India and Pakistan as
well as the UN’s role in re-
solving the Kashmir issue.
Ms. Hua pointed out that
Kashmir issue was a pro-
blem between India and Pa-

kistan.

The Chinese diplomat
hoped that as good neigh-
bours of China, India and
Pakistan could live together
in peace. “And both India
and Pakistan can try their
best to resolve the issue
peacefully through negotia-
tions,” she said.

Analysts say that despite
China’s apparent decision
not to focus on Kashmir, the
Indian side appears inclined
to raise “tough questions”
with China regarding its ties
with Pakistan that have fal-
lout with India.

On China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), Ms. Hua said
it is up to the Indian side to
decide when and how to
join the enterprise, which is
gaining in popularity.

Tabrez case accused
face murder charge

“Due to expeditious investi-
gation, 11 accused were ar-
rested and sent to jail within
72 hours of the incident.
Special emphasis was given
on scientific accumulation
of evidences. We have taken
other mob lynching cases
quite seriously. As many as
66 accused in mob lynching
cases have so far been pun-
ished. We are committed to
prevent such cases in the
State,” the police said.

“I am happy that the ac-
cused will now be facing
murder charges. We will not
let anyone off the hook,” Sa-
hista Pervez, wife of de-
ceased Tabrez, told The
Hindu.

A couple of days ago, Ms.
Pervez had threatened a
fast-unto-death alleging that
the administration was not
cooperating in supply of ne-
cessary documents in con-
nection with the murder.

‘Who said we are going
to destroy Parliament?

On the colonial architec-
ture, he said: “The English
ruled for 190 years. Their
architecture is very good,
everyone praises it and it is
a part of our cultural and ar-
chitectural heritage. That
will stay. You think we will
break down North Block or
South Block? No. But you
may decide that one or both
may be made a museum to
reflect those 190 years.”

He clarified that while
Rashtrapati Bhavan, Parlia-
ment House and North and
South Blocks would not be

CM
K

demolished, “some of the
buildings made in the 1960s
and 1970s should have been
torn down much earlier”.

“From the time the
CPWD built Rashtrapati
Bhavan, something went
wrong. Either we lowered
our standards or we took
our eye off the ball,” he said.

Durga Shanker Mishra,
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs Secretary,
said he would soon be set-
ting up a “core team” of
CPWD officials to oversee
the project.
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India, US. to end dogfight over ground handling

Civil Aviation Ministry to amend rules after Air India was barred from carrying out operations in America in July

JAGRITI CHANDRA
NEW DELHI

India is set to amend its
ground-handling regulations
for foreign airlines after the
U.S., in a retaliatory action,
recently barred Air India
from performing ground op-
erations on its own at Ameri-
can airports.

“We are adjusting ground-
handling norms and devising
a mechanism to attempt to
address their concerns with-
out compromising security,”
P.S. Kharola, Secretary, Civil
Aviation Ministry, told The
Hindu.

Tit for tat

On July 30, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation
served an order amending
Air India’s foreign air carrier
permit, and barring it from
performing its own ground-
handling functions in the
U.S., after India failed to al-

Turbulent After India failed to allow U.S. airlines to “exercise their bilateral right to

phase

April 14, 2005: Air
Service Agreement
between India and the
U.S. allows airlines to
self-handle operations
in the territory of the
other party

Transportation (DoT)
asks why India is not
allowing U.S. carriers
to exercise their
bilateral right to
self-handle

............................................. July30,2019: US. g |

December 15, 2017:
New ground handling
regulations released,
foreign airlines barred

Department of

low U.S. airlines to “exercise
their bilateral right to per-
form their own ground-han-
dling (to “self-handle”) at In-
dian airports”.

Air India is the only Indian
carrier that currently flies to
the U.S.

“A special dispensation
will be allowed to those

DoT bars Air Indiaand =&
Jet Airways from self-
handling

September 2019: Civil
Aviation Ministry says |
it will "adjust” norms
on ground handling

countries with whom we
have an air services agree-
ment to perform ground op-
erations,” said another offi-
cial in the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The employees of these
foreign airlines would, ho-
wever, be subjected to stric-

perform their own ground-handling at airports", the country faced retaliatory
action. Here is a timeline

We are
adjusting
ground handling

norms and devising
amechanism

to attempt to
address their [U.S.]
concerns without
compromising

security

P.S. KHAROLA, Secretary,
Civil Aviation Ministry

ter security monitoring, the
official added.

It is reliably learnt that the
Ministry will be seeking an
in-principle approval from
the Union Cabinet as the is-
sue pertains to national se-
curity, before moving to
modify the clause in the Air-
ports Authority of India

SC reserves orders on SC/ST Act

Government had filed a review petition against the dilution of the law

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday reserved orders on a
review petition filed by the
government against a March
20, 2018 judgment allowing
anticipatory bail to persons
accused of committing atroc-
ities on people belonging to
the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.

The March 20 verdict had
reasoned that the anti-atroci-
ties law was misused as a
means for “blackmail”.

A three-judge Bench of
Justices Arun Mishra, M.R.
Shah and B.R. Gavai heard
the review petition, which
was referred to it by a two-
judge Bench.

Govt. intervention

A huge public backlash fol-
lowed the verdict. Several
people died in protests and
property worth crores of ru-
pees was destroyed. The go-
vernment then filed the re-
view petition and
subsequently amended the
1989 Act back to its original

The court earlier said that
the law was misused as a
means for “blackmail”.

form last year.

The Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes (Pre-
vention of  Atrocities)
Amendment Act of 2018 nul-
lified the March 20 judgment
of the Supreme Court, which
allowed anticipatory bail to
those booked for commit-
ting atrocities against the
Scheduled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes members. The
original 1989 Act bars antici-
patory bail.

Several petitions were

filed last year challenging
the Amendment Act. The
three-judge Bench has sche-
duled these petitions for
hearing next week.

The lead petitioner, advo-
cate Prithvi Raj Chauhan,
has even called the amend-
ments a “blunder” and a vio-
lation of the fundamental
right to equality and perso-
nal liberty. The Supreme
Court, however, had refused
to stay the implementation
of the amendments.

The Centre has argued in
the court that the amend-
ments were necessary as the
Scheduled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes would continue
to face the same social stig-
ma, poverty and humiliation
that they had been subjected
to for centuries.

The government said
there was no decrease in the
atrocities committed on
members of SC/ST commun-
ities despite the laws meant
to protect their civil rights.

It said the sad state of af-
fairs was prevalent despite
the existence of 195 special

courts across 14 States to ex-
clusively try Prevention of
Atrocities (PoA) cases.

Status quo

As per the National Crime
Records Bureau statistics,
there is no decrease in the
crimes against SC/ST mem-
bers.

The number of cases re-
gistered under the PoA in
2014 is 47124, while in 2015 it
is 44839 and 47,338 in 2016.

In 2014, 28.8% of the cases
were convicted, 71.2% ac-
quittal and 85.3% cases
pending. The next year saw
25.8% convictions, 74.2% ac-
quittals and 87.3% penden-
cy. In 2016, there was 24.9%
convictions, 75.1% acquittals
and 89.3% pendency.

“The SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act of 1989 is the
least which the country
owes to this section of the so-
ciety who have been denied
several civil rights since gen-
erations and have been sub-
jected to indignities and hu-
miliations,” the government
argued.

(Ground Handling Services
Regulations), 2018, which
forbids foreign airlines from
carrying out security func-
tions within ground han-
dling services.

Relief for others

The amendment will provide
relief to two other countries
with which India has an air
services agreement on
ground handling — Australia
and Canada.

The restriction on securi-
ty functions will continue to
apply to the airlines of other
countries, the official added.

While neither does Air In-
dia ‘self-handle’ in the U.S.,
nor do U.S. passenger and
cargo airlines currently per-
form their own ground-han-
dling in India, the tussle is
being seen more as an asser-
tion of a right that the U.S.
would like to retain, rather
than about using it.

Section 3(2) of the ground
handling regulations states
that a foreign airline may un-
dertake passenger and bag-
gage handling activities be-
fore the passenger security
hold area at an airport termi-
nal, but prohibits them from
carrying out a list of 60 se-
curity functions in ground
operations that include load-
ing and unloading of bag-
gage, emplaning and deplan-
ing passengers, fuelling and
the cleaning of aircraft.

Conflicting rules

India earned U.S. ire as the
regulations, which were
amended in 2017 and noti-
fied again in 2018, were at
variance with the India-U.S.
air services agreement of
2005, which allowed the two
countries’ airlines to per-
form their own ground han-
dling in the territory of the
other party.

Court seeks M.P. govt’s
response on reservation

Plea filed after reservation crosses 50%

STAFF REPORTER
BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh High
Court has sought a reply
from the State government
within two weeks to a peti-
tion challenging its decision
to raise reservation for OBCs
to 27%.

The petition was filed by
four persons who had ap-
peared for the Madhya Pra-
desh Public Service Com-
mission Examination for
various posts under the gen-
eral category.

The petitioners contend-
ed that after the amend-
ment to the Madhya Pra-
desh Lok Sewa Adhiniyam,
1994, on July 17, 2019, the re-
servation for the Other
Backward Classes was
raised from 14% to 27%,
which crossed the 50% limit
as laid down by the Su-
preme Court.

“The total reservation
has now crossed the 50%
mark and is against the dic-
tum laid down by the Su-
preme Court in the case of

Equations in Bihar have changed, says BJP

Party may seek more seats from JD(U) for the Assembly polls owing to better performance recently

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
and BJP leader Sushil Kumar
Modi may have tried to quie-
ten the demand by some
party colleagues for a reth-
ink on whether or not the
National Democratic Al
liance should persist with
Nitish Kumar as Chief Minis-
ter going into the 2020 As-
sembly election, but the par-
ty is girding up for serious
bargaining over seats with
the Janata Dal(U).

The BJP and the JD(U) last
fought the Assembly elec-
tion in the State together in
2010 under a seat-sharing ar-
rangement. The JD(U) con-
tested 142 seats while the BJP
fought in 101 constituencies.

The two split just before

-

Sushil Kumar Modi had pacified BJP members who demanded
more seats for the 2020 Assembly polls. =raMESH SHARMA

the 2014 Lok Sabha election,
and the JD(U) then tied up
with the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD), led by Lalu Prasad, for
the 2015 Assembly election.
Much water has flowed in
the Ganga since then, with
Mr. Kumar having broken his

|

alliance with the RJD, tying
up with the BJP again, and
contesting the 2019 Lok Sab-
ha election in an equal 17-17
seat split.

Senior BJP leaders, both
in Delhi and Patna say the
political ground has shifted a

lot since the previous As-
sembly election when the JD
(U)-RJD alliance swept to
power, with the BJP a distant
third.

“In the last Lok Sabha
elections, while we fought
an equal number of seats,
our vote share was 2% more
than that of the JD(U). Also
while the JD(U) won 16 of
their 17 seats, their margins
were not as big as ours,
where the lowest margin was
for Ram Kripal Yadav,
around 38,000 votes,” a se-
nior BJP office-bearer said.
“Clearly, the Modi effect had
led to such results,” he said.

The recent membership
drive of the BJP, he said, has
seen enthusiastic response
from new sections.

At a meeting between

Congress kick-starts training programme

It is aimed at continuous engagement and conversation with the workers

SOBHANA K. NAIR
NEW DELHI

After a false start, the Con-
gress has again kick-started a
long-term training pro-
gramme for laying out and
clarifying the party line for
the party cadre in a continu-
ous engagement rather than
be dictated by the election
calendar alone.

Named Congress Worker
Development, the pro-
gramme ran into trouble on
September 12 during a meet-
ing chaired by party presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi. During
the presentation on the pro-
gramme made by training
department head Sachin
Rao, many in the party ob-
jected to calling the “training

Sonia Gandhi

coordinators” preraks — a tit-
le too similar to pracharaks
of the RSS. Though she shot
down the title, Ms. Gandhi
allowed the training depart-
ment to go ahead with the
programme.

“The basic idea is that
there should be continuous
engagement instead of
event-based conversation
with the worker. So a month-
ly schedule will be worked
out for an open debate at the
District Congress Committee
level where the ongoing is-
sues, party’s ideological and
political stand will be dis-
cussed,” a top functionary
familiar with the details said.

‘Of great importance’
The debate on Article 370
brought the deep fissures in
the party to the fore with a
large section speaking in fa-
vour of its nullification.
“Article 370 will not be the
last time the Congressmen

will face the tough choice
between standing by the
Constitution or become pol-
itically irrelevant. With Ram
Mandir and Uniform Civil
Code ahead of us, the train-
ing programme assumes
greater importance,” the
functionary added.

The first round of conver-
sations with the States in-
charge and a few of the PCC
members has been complet-
ed.

An important aspect of
the programme will be to
“equip” the cadres with in-
formation to counter histori-
cal and political propagan-
da, the leader said. These
monthly meetings will be
open house affairs.

Bhupendra Yadav, BJP gener-
al secretary in charge of Bi-
har, and Mr. Kumar, along
with other party officials, the
Chief Minister reportedly ad-
mitted that the BJP’s organi-
sational strength had grown
by leaps and bounds.

New pact needed

“All of this points to the fact
that the old seat-sharing ar-
rangement cannot continue
as before, and the ground
realities have to be acknow-
ledged by the Janata Dal (U),”
sources said.

The BJP had, in the past,
broken with the Shiv Sena in
Maharashtra and contested
the Assembly election alone
and formed the government.
The situation in Bihar, say
party men, is similar.

Indra Sawhney versus the
Union of India,” said the
petition.

The reservation was
against Articles 14 [Equality
before law], 15 [prohibition
of  discrimination on
grounds of religion, race,
caste, sex or place of birth],
16 [equality of opportunity]
and 19 (1) (g) [right to prac-
tice any profession] of the
Constitution, the petitioners
contended.

The plea said that the 26-
year-old judgement had not
been overruled to this day
and was followed in letter
and spirit across the coun-
try.

Aditya Sanghi, counsel
for the petitioners, told The
Hindu, “The decision is just
a political gimmick by the
ruling party to garner votes.
Even they are aware such a
move goes against the spirit
of the Constitution. But they
could now at least inform
the electorate that they tried
all their means to increase
the quota.”

Centre clears
four names
for SC judges

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Centre cleared the ap-
pointments of Justices V
Ramasubramanian, Krish-
na Murari, S. Ravindra
Bhat and Hrishikesh Roy as
Supreme Court judges.
The Supreme Court Col-
legium led by Chief Justice
of India Ranjan Gogoi had
recommended Chief Justic-
es of Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab and Haryana, Ra-
jasthan and Kerala High
Courts, V. Ramasubrama-
nian, Krishna Murari, S.
Ravindra Bhat and Hrishi-
kesh Roy, respectively, as
Supreme court judges.
One of the four judges
would replace the vacancy
following the retirement of
Justice A.M. Sapre recently.

PDP man gets parole to
attend brother’s burial

He was let out for three hours

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Peoples Democratic Party
leader Khursheed

(PDP)
Alam was released on a pa-
role for just three hours on
Wednesday to attend the
last rites of his younger
brother Shahnawaz Alam,
who died of lung cancer on
Tuesday evening.

An official said the former
employees union leader
who joined the PDP a few
years ago, was shifted from
the Centaur Lake View ho-
tel, a designated sub-jail, on
Wednesday morning to at-
tend the last rites here.

“Mr. Alam was escorted
by a posse of security per-

sonnel to Khanyar and was
again whisked away after
the burial. We expected the
State government to release
him for at least four days so
that he could participate in
all the congregational
prayers to be offered,” a re-
lative said on the condition
of anonymity.

A police official said the
agencies were “weighing
the options to release him
again to attend the congre-
gational prayers.”

Mr. Alam was among 179
political leaders arrested in
the crackdown launched on
the mainstream leaders in
J&K before the Centre re-
voked J&K’s special status.

M ND-NDE
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Gabbard out of Howdy Modi!

35 lawmakers, senators and Congressmen have confirmed their participation

‘Howdy
economy
doin: Rahul

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
the United States where he
is scheduled to address the
Indian diaspora at an event
called “Howdy Modi!” on
September 22, former Con-
gress chief Rahul Gandhi
on Wednesday played on
the colloquial American
expression to take a dig at
Mr. Modi.

“‘Howdy’ economy
doin’, Mr Modi? Ain't too
good it seems,” Mr. Gandhi
tweeted using the “How-
dyEconomy” hashtag.

For the past several
weeks, the Congress has
been attacking the Modi
government on the eco-
nomic slowdown and its
handling of the economy.

The party also ques-
tioned the government’s
use of Life Insurance Cor-
poration (LIC) funds.

SUHASINI HAIDAR
WASHINGTON DC

U.S. lawmaker and presiden-
tial candidate Tulsi Gabbard
confirmed on Wednesday
that she would not attend
the “Howdy Modi” event in
Houston this Sunday, but
hopes to meet Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi during
his week-long stay in New
York.

Denying a report that Ms.
Gabbard had decided to pull
out of the event over con-
cerns about the govern-
ment’s actions in Kashmir,
she said in a tweet that she
cancelled her appearance in

Houston over “scheduled
presidential campaign
events”.

Bilateral ties

“However, I’'m hoping to
meet PM Modi on his visit to
discuss the importance of
maintaining the strong part-
nership of the world’s oldest

#Modi

—_— —

L —

Pulling crowds: Narendra Modi at the Madison Square Garden
event. A larger participation is expected in Houston. =pi

& largest democracies,” she
wrote. Others suggested that
Ms. Gabbard’s decision to
pull out may have followed
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s decision to join Mr.
Modi at the rally for Indian-
Americans, and that other
Democratic Party members
may have reservations about
appearing with Mr. Trump.
“We are expecting many
more Republican lawmakers
to join the event now due to

Ram Chabutra turns focal
point in Ayodhya hearing

Allahabad HC had deduced the space as birthplace of Ram

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud of
the Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday wondered if Hindus
thronged Ram Chabutra,
which “coincidentally”
came up after 1855 along
with the railing barricading
the Babri Masjid, to actually
set their eyes on, and pray
to, the space under the cen-
tral dome of the mosque, be-
lieved to be where Lord Ram
was born.

The observation from the
judge is significant as the Al-
lahabad High Court, in its
2010 judgment, took a “leap
of faith” and deduced the
space under the central
dome of the masjid, demol-
ished by kar sevaks in 1992,
to be the exact birthplace of
Lord Ram.

Justice Chandrachud, one
of the five judges on the
Ayodhya Bench led by Chief
Justice of India Ranjan Go-

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud

goi, began his remarks by
observing that it was “coinci-
dental” that Ram Chabutra
came up along with the con-
struction of the railing by
the British following an
armed clash between Hin-
dus and Muslims in 1855.
Prior to that year, both Hin-
dus and Muslims entered it
for prayers.

After the violence, Mus-
lims entered the mosque
and Hindus prayed at the
Chabutra, a platform erect-
ed merely 50 yards away

from the mosque’s central
dome.

“After 1855, Ram Chabu-
tra was erected just outside
the railing. So it must be that
worshippers believed that
praying at the chabutra
meant actually praying at
the central dome,” Justice
Chandrachud observed.

Justice Ashok Bhushan in-
tervened to say, “They went
to the railing because they
believed that birth hap-
pened there [under the cen-
tral dome]”.

Justice Chandrachud ob-
served, “"Why do you need
to pray at the railing? You go
to the railing to look beyond
the railing.” Senior advocate
Rajeev Dhavan, for the Sun-
ni Wakf Board, dismissed
the judge's reasoning as
mere “conjecture”. Justice
Chandrachud shot back, say-
ing it was a “preponderance
of probabilities”, which the
court could indulge in.

the U.S. President’s appea-
rance, and we hope others in
the Opposition will also at-
tend to show the bipartisan
support for ties with India,”
said an official involved in
the arrangements.

Indian Ambassador to the
U.S. Harshvardhan Shringla
is flying to Houston on Wed-
nesday, and expected to
oversee the final planning,
and changes needed in the
schedule because of Mr.

Mamata calls
on PM, skirts
NRC issue

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI/KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Wed-
nesday called on Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi and
discussed a host of issues
including the Assembly’s
proposal to rename the
State Bangla.

Ms. Banerjee said while
the move to change the
State’s named had topped
her agenda, she had also
invited Mr. Modi to inaugu-
rate the second-largest coal
block in the world, Deocha
Pachami, after Durga Puja.

Asked if the issue of the
National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) had figured in
the discussions, she re-
plied in the negative and
termed it “an Assam-spec-
ific issue”.

When pointed out that
the BJP had announced
plans for a nationwide
NRC, she said it would not
be done in Bengal.

Left parties and the Con-
gress flayed her for not
raising the NRC issue.

Trump’s appearance at the
rally. According to those pri-
vy to the decision, Mr.
Trump and Mr. Modi had
first discussed the Houston
rally during a telephone con-
versation on August 19, and
then decided on the joint ap-
pearance when they met in
France later in the month,
but organisers had only been
sounded out about this a
week ahead of the White
House announcement.

According to the officials,
about 35 lawmakers, sena-
tors and Congressmen have
confirmed attendance thus
far, and many more confir-
mations are expected in the
next few days. The event on
Sunday at Houston’s NRG
stadium, with over 50,000
people registered to attend,
will begin with cultural per-
formances and the screening
of a film around 9 a.m. about
the experiences of the In-
dian diaspora.

Pakistan not to allow use
of airspace by Modis flight

India asks it to reflect upon violation of international norm

MEHMAL SARFRAZ
LAHORE

Pakistan on Wednesday an-
nounced that it would not al-
low the use of its airspace for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s flight to Germany.

The official Twitter ac-
count of the Government of
Pakistan (@pid_gov) shared
a short video of Foreign Mi-
nister Shah Mahmood Qu-
reshi making this
announcement.

“India had sent in a re-
quest to us that Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
would like to go to Germany
and seeks to use Pakistani
airspace for an overflight on
September 20 and then
again on 28 on his way back.
Given the situation in Occu-
pied Kashmir and keeping in
mind the Indian state’s cal-

As in the case of the
President's flight, Pakistan
has tied its reason for
denying permission to the
situation in Kashmir.

lous attitude [towards Kash-
miris], tyranny and violation
of human rights, we have de-
cided that Pakistan will not
grant permission to the In-
dian Premier. We have con-
veyed our decision to the In-
dian High Commission,” Mr.
Qureshi said in the video.

Asked for response, Ra-
veesh Kumar, official spokes-
person of the External Af-
fairs Ministry, said, “We
regret the decision of the Go-
vernment of Pakistan to de-
ny overflight clearance for
the VVIP special flight for a
second time in two weeks,
which is otherwise granted
routinely by any normal
country. Pakistan should re-
flect upon its decision to de-
viate from well-established
international practice, as
well as reconsider its old ha-
bit of misrepresenting the
reasons for taking a unilater-
al action.”

Earlier, Pakistan had de-
nied permission to President
Ram Nath Kovind’s flight to
Zurich.

(With inputs from
Kallol Bhattacherjee)

Fuel prices see steepest hike since July 5

Rates go up by 24-25 paise a litre, following the turmoil in global oil markets

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
0il marketing companies on
Wednesday raised petrol
and diesel prices by 0.25
paise and 0.24 paise a litre,
respectively, the largest in-
crease in nearly two-and-a-
half months.

Petrol will now cost 372.42
a litre and diesel 65.82 in
Delhi, the reference market
for the nation. The latest
hike is the second consecu-
tive large increase in petrol
and diesel prices. On Tues-

Zooming up Wednesday s rise comes on the back of the
increase made in the Budget. =saMPATH KUMAR G.P.

prices in Chennai stand at
375.26 and 369.57,
respectively.

The two successive in-
creases come days after a
major drone attack on Saudi
Arabia’s crude oil processing
units in Abqaiq and Khurais,
alarming global markets and
leading to a 20% jump in oil
prices.

The attack affected half of
Saudi Arabia’s crude oil pro-
duction and about 5% of glo-
bal production. The CEO of
Saudi Aramco, the country’s

day, oil marketing compa-
nies increased the prices by
0.14 paise and 0.15 paise,
respectively.

The increase on Wednes-

day was the largest since July
5, when the Budget present-
ed that day raised the excise
duty on fuel resulting in a
nearly 2.5 a litre increase in

the prices of petrol and
diesel.

The price of petrol in
Mumbai now stands at I78.1
and diesel ¥69.04 a litre. The

national oil company and
owner of the affected units,
said that full production will
be restored by the end of this
month.
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Chinmayanand case:
SIT rues ‘media trial

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

A Special Investigation Team probing rape
charges against former Union Minister
Swami Chinmayanand said on Wednesday
that it would not be influenced by accusa-
tions of shielding the accused or questions
raised by people or a “media trial”.

All the findings of the probe, based on a
“scientific investigation”, would be submit-
ted to the Allahabad High Court in its status
report, the SIT said, refusing to divulge de-
tails of the investigation so far or why it was
yet to act against the accused. The SIT also
asked both sides to refrain from revealing
too many details to the media.

The SIT clarified that officially it had not
arrested anyone in the case so far, amid de-
mands for Mr. Chinmayanand's arrest
raised by the law student who has accused
him of rape and blackmail.

“You will have to have faith in some
agency. If the investigation is going in the
wrong direction, the High Court will mon-
itor us. If we make any mistakes, it is auth-

INDIAN MARITIME UNIVERSITY

(A Central University Govt. of India)

East Coast Road, Semmencherry,
Sholinganallur ( P.O ), Chennai-600 119.
Tel: (044) 2453 9020, Fax: 2453 9026

Tender No. IMU-HQ/R/70/29/1/2019-PUR Dated: 17.09.2019

NOTICE INVITING TENDER Window Notiprd 19 221 s Tender No, A2-2376/2018« Divisional Forest
Tender No. Material Description Due date (Mlicer, Timber Sales Division, Peruombavoor, Mudikkal PO, Pin-633547,
ég%ggg PP Bag for Power Bond Cement 03.10.19 Phone-0484-252221% E-auction of timber on 18/ 102019, 22/1072009 from
192013 various depots of Timber sales division, Perumbavoor « PAC : 4 Crore,
Hydrogen Peroxide 05.10.19 sl details on Jendes Advertigemen) apperaed sbave gig exhibijed before ghe ifipe from whigh the (ender
003983 s enabes Fop !Jee on all Tewders shove ple w ke eibagov s temide s/ index. b, Flease pot in
192013 L. . HJ ch ihe Window o Iog priting i h(M-[R(n ul‘h‘,' Kl Mo, 1320 (_.J_l_(“ﬁ PRI |
003984 Cationic Starch (in Jumbo Bags) 04.10.19
192013 |Maize based Native Starch (in Jumbo Bags) for
003985 _|TNPL Unit-l & Unit-1i 03.10.19 KARNATAKA STATE ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION
Terms & conditions, Qty., Tender Fee, EMD are available in tender document Central Offices, Purchase Department, Shanthinagar,
at our websites: www.tnpl.com / www.tenders.tn.gov.in Bengaluru-560 027. Ph: (091)-080-22221321 (E: 224)

DIPR/3258/Tender/2019 TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

TENDER NOTIFICATION

Sealed Bids in Two bid system are invited from reputed and established
Suppliers for the supply, installation, testing, commissioning and maintenance of
Rack Servers and System Software with Five years Warranty at Indian Maritime
University-Headquarters. The Tender Document can be downloaded at free of
cost from IMU’s website www.imu.edu.in from 17.09.2019 onwards. There
shall be a pre-bid meeting on 27.09.2019. Last date for receiving tender at IMU
HQ is 15:00 Hrs on 14.10.2019. REGISTRAR

INDIA GOVERNMENT MINT, HYDERABAD

(A Unit of Security Printing & Minting Corporation of India Ltd., New Delhi)
(wholly owned by Govt. of India, Ministry of Finance)
CIN: U22213DL2006GOI1144763
PB.No.10, H.C.L. Post
IDA PHASE II,
CHERLAPALLY, R.R. Dist,
Hyderabad-500051. INDIA

o’
Telephone : 040-2726 6095
Fax 1 040-2726 2951

e-mail : igm.hyderabad@spmcil.com
Website : http://igmhyderabad.spmcil.com

BHARAT COKING Cﬂﬁl. LIMI'I'EI]

‘A Mini Ra &
(A Subsidiary of Coal Ir|r.| .1 L mited)

Sub :-Open Domestic cum Reverse Auction Notice No.- 34
Online bids are invited from prospective bidders Sup’:lv of Coal Tub
with draw Bar & D-shackles Size : 46" x 3'x 3', size : 5'x 3" x 3,
size : 6' x 3 ' x 2’6" without Wheel & Axle against Open Domestic
cum Reverse Auction Tender No. - BCCL/PUR/119060/Coal Tub/
OTE-RA34 having estimated value of Rs. 147.84 LAKH (Approx.).
Bid Submission end date 03.10.2019 & Bid/Tender Opening
dale is 04.10.2019. Full details of above tender is available on
website hitps://coalindiatenders.nic.in, www.bcclweb.in &
https:/ie-procure.qov.in. Prospective bidder are advised 1o visit the
aforesaid websites to participation against above tenders and to note
time to time the any corrigendum, clarifications etc. (if any).
Sd/-
Chief Manager (MM)

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Sealed Tenders are invited for submission of Expression of
Interest for "Design, Manufacture, Supply, Installation,
Commissioning, Testing, Training of Coin/Coin Blank
Destruction Machine". For Further details interested bidders
may visit the Mint website http://igmhyderabad.spmcil.com
and may download the tender document from 19.09.2019
onwards. Further if any amendment/Corrigendum to this tender
will be notified on the above website only.

N M nc lelted

NOTICE IH'J"IIIHG TEHDEH [GI'E]
(E-Procurement Mode Only)
E-tenders are fnvited for following item from reputed manufacturers directly or
through their dealers / accredited agents through MSTC portal website
hitps://www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/nmdcbuyer_login.jsp

Fax: (091)-080-22223424, e-mail: cosp@ksrtc.org
Website: www.ksrtc.org
No.: KSRTC/CO/S&P/SSD/1484/2019-20

e - Auction Notice

Scrapped Vehicles available at various units of KSRTC, BMTC &
NEKRTC will be sold through e-Auction to be conducted by
M/s. M.S.T.C. (A Govt. of India undertaking). The e-Auction
scheduleis asunder:
e-Auction Starts from: 10-10-2019.
“The bidders shall take delivery of scrapped vehicles from
Depots, Divisional Workshops and Regional Workshops of
respective corporations”
The interested Bidders may log onto www.mstcecommerce.com
for further details and registration. They may also contact M/s.
M.S.T.C. Ltd., at below mentioned address for needful clarification.
Address: M/s. M.S.T.C. Ltd., No. 19/5, 19/6, 3rd Floor,
Kareem Tower, Cunningham Road, Bangalore - 560 052,
Contact Phone Nos.: 080 - 22260054, 22266417, 22287356,
Fax No.: 080-22256365. KSRTC Contact Phone Nos.:
+917760990221/224. 080-22221321, Extn.: 298.

Sd/-
Controller of Stores & Purchases

Date: 18.09.2019

DIPR/DDU/1238/2019-20

orised to take cognisance of it,” Naveen Ar-
ora, the officer heading the SIT, said at a
press conference in Shahjahanpur. “We
can't be swayed by a particular person or
media trial to take the investigation in the

wrong direction,” he said.

Mr. Arora was responding to questions
on why Mr. Chinmayanand was not yet
booked for rape despite the law student's
accusation and her statement in a local

court.

Joining the dots

The officer also explained the time being
taken in the investigation, saying the prior-
ity of the SIT was to join the dots in both
the cases and not leave behind any evi-
dence which could weaken prosecution.
While the first case pertains to the allega-
tions levelled against Mr. Chinmayanand,
the second case pertains to the alleged ex-
tortion threats received by the former BJP

MP.

“We don't want any lapse due to hurry in
the probe,” Mr. Arora said, adding that the
SIT was mandated to submit its report to

the HC on September 23.

The SIT also said it would take into con-
sideration videos associated with the case
only after they are assessed by a forensic

laboratory.

CcM
K

Addl. General Manager

Sd/-

WSEETZY TAMIL NADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED
UNIT 2

GLOBAL NOTICE INVITING BIDS
FOR DESIGN, MANUFACTURE, SUPPLY, ERECTION AND COMMISSIONING OF
WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT

Tamil Nadu Newsprint and Papers Limited (TNPL), which owns and successfully operates a
200,000 tpa Multilayer Coated Board Mill at Mondipatti, Trichy District (Unit 2) in the State of
Tamil Nadu, India, is embarking upon a Mill Expansion Plan.

TNPL now invites sealed Bids for Design, Manufacture, Supply, Erection and Commissioning
of Waste Water Treatment Plant as per the scope specified in the Bid Document. The Bidder or
Bidder’s with collaborator shall be a reputed manufacturer (either separately or in combination)
having designed, manufactured, supplied and successfully commissioned two (2) Waste water
treatment plants of capacity not less than 8000 m3/day with inlet COD of 1000 mg/I for treating
chemical based process industrial effluents in the past ten (10) years, which are in successful
operation at least for the past one year. Reference installations for sewage treatment plants will
not be qualified.

A complete set of Bid Document may be purchased by any Interested vendor on the submission of
a written application to TNPL and upon payment of a non-refundable bid fee (incl. GST) of Indian
Rupees 11,800/- or EUR 150 or USD 165 by way of Banker’s Cheque/Demand Draft in favour of
Tamil Nadu Newsprint and Papers Limited, payable at Trichy from the following address:
Project Management Division
Tamil Nadu Newsprint and Papers Limited
Kagithapuram 639 136, Karur District, Tamil Nadu, INDIA
Phone : 04324-277001 (10 lines) Extn: 2278/2456
Telefax : 04324-277027
E-mail : pmd4@tnpl.co.in, Web : www.tnpl.com
Alternatively, details of the bid may be viewed in the TNPL website and a soft copy of the Bid
Document can be obtained against request by way of e-mail to the above id.
A single stage, two-envelope (Technical Bid and Price Bid envelopes) bidding procedure will be
followed. All Bids must be delivered to the above office of TNPL not later than 15.00 hours on
18" October 2019. Technical Bids will be opened at 16.00 hours on the same day in the presence
of the Bidder’s representatives who choose to attend.

TNPL reserves the right to qualify the bids received and/or reject any or all the bids, without

assigning any reasons therefor.

DIPR/3259/Tender/2019

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper

ender No. & Description Tender Documents. mission of Tender
Birwsioniaien's = PIMPRI CHINCHWAD SMART CITY LIMITED
/2033-19/03R07E
Dt 19.09.2019 (MSTCRe: 63335&1%? CIN: U75302PN2017SGC171439
gﬂ@;g%;;gﬂmﬂr ' 15.10.2019 Registered Office: Administrative Building, PCMC, i§
ﬁuw%mms (03 ij] mé Motors o (02,30 PM I5T) Mumbai Pune Road, Pimpri, Pune- 411018 |
anid Generators fited in Bucyrus 15.10,2019, .mail: i indi i
Make, 162M Electric Rope j|E‘.fhtluel 02.30 PM IST E-mail; smartcit meindia gov.in
for BIOM, Bacheli Complex, CG

Prospective bidders may visit our websites; www.nmdc.co.in; CPP Portal
https://eprocure.gov.in; hilps://msicecommerce.com and may download the
tender documents. Any corrigendum fto the above tender nolice will be
uploaded on our website www.nmdc.co.in only.

J1. General Malerials (Materials)

KARNATAKA STATE DRUG LOGISTICS
AND WAREHOUSING SOCIETY (R)

Bangalore - 560 079. Ph: +91-80-23283218 Fax: +91-80-232814%7

e-mail: ad.kdlws@gmail.com

No: KDL/AD/Re-TND/Inj/50/2019-20 Date:18.09.2019

TENDER NOTIFICATION

Ref: 1.Tender Notification No. KDL/AD/Re-TND/Inj/50/2019-20,
(IND-619) Dtd: 17.09.2019

Nation wide Tender is invited through e-Tendering system
under KTPP Act 1999 and Rules 2000 for the following tender:
1. Tender for Supply of Injections for the year 2018-19.The
tenderers who have registered under e-Procurement
department may participate through e-tendering system. Details
regarding EMD, Terms and Conditions and other information are
available in the Tender Document, which can be downloaded
from the website https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in from
17.09.2019. The eligible tenderers shall submit their e-tenders
under e-procurement platform for above mentioned tenders.
Further information if any may be obtained from this office.

Sd/- Additional Director, KSDLWS.

DIPR R.O -1241/2019-20

Notice Inviting Tender

Selection of Concessionaire for Development, Operation,
Maintenance and Management of ‘Village Plaza’ at Pimple Guravin
Pimpri Chinchwad under Smart City Initiative Tender No. 21

Pimpri Chinchwad Smart City Limited (PCSCL) intends to appoint a
Concessionaire for Development, Operation, Maintenance and
Management of ‘Village Plaza’ in Pimpri Chinchwad under Smart
City Initiative. The Concessionaire shall be selected on the basis of
Least Cost Based Selection methodology after declared
technically qualified.

Interested Bidders may download the RFP document from the
website of http://mahatenders.gov.in & also PCMC i.e.
www.smartcitypimprichinchwad.in or www.pcmcindia.gov.in
from19/09/2019, 11.00 pm onwards.

Document EMD
Fees (Rs) (Rs)

No Name of Work

Selection of Concessionaire for Development,
Operation, Maintenance and Management of
the ‘Village Plaza’ in Pimpri Chinchwad under
the Smart City Mission

=y

33,418 | 48,00,000

CEO, PCSCL reserves the rights to reject any or all tenders without
assigning any reasons thereof. In this regard his decision will be final and
legally binding on all the bidders.

ADVT No. 84 Sd/-
Tender No 21 CEO & Director,
Date: 18th September 2019 Pimpri Chinchwad Smart City Limited
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Religious nationalist

Yisrael Beiteinu

Left-wing Right-wing secular, led by Avigdor

Lieberman, who wants to form
9 three-party unity government with
United Torah Blue and White and Likud

Likud, Blue and White in a deadlock

Preliminary reports suggest that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's right-wing Likud is tied with rival Benny Gantz's centre-left Blue and White

Voice of
voters: Likud
supporters
chanting
slogans at the
party office in
Tel Aviv

WHAT'S NEXT
1. Unity government: A new governing bloc of

rﬁff

Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel's
longest-serving PM, has been in
office for 10 years and is seeking a
record fifth term in office

= The Likud leader has pledged

to annex Jewish settlements and
other territories in the occupied
West Bank if he is returned to office

Blue and White leader Benny
Gantz has not advocated any form
of annexation, but his position on
the creation of a Palestinian state
is unclear

= Like Netanyahu, Gantz supports
undivided Jerusalem as Israel's
capital, while Palestinians want
East Jerusalem as the capital of

Sri Lanka to hold presidential
election on November 16

Gotabaya Rajapaksa will face UNP and JVP candidates

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO
Sri Lanka will hold presiden-
tial elections on November
16, the Election Commission
announced on Wednesday.
Nominations would be
called on October 7, accord-
ing to the Election
Secretariat.

The coming election has

been drawing much interest
locally and internationally,
with Leader of Opposition
and former President Ma-

Likud and Blue and White. This could be possible
without Netanyahu as Likud leader

their future state

Former Defence Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa greeting
supporters in Katunayake, in this file photo. =reuters

Judaism
Ultra-orthodox
KNESSET

2. Likud government: Possible only if Yisrael The nominee has up to 42 days to

32 Beiteinu's leader Avigdor Lieberman changes form a government. If he fails - as
SRR A 120 his mind and agrees to join the Likud Netanyahu did after the previous hinda Rajapaksa naming his leader and Prime Minister against the LTTE.
zv;m;m seats coalition poll held in April - the President can brother Gotabaya Rajapak- Ranil Wickremesinghe, de- In turn, Mr. Premadasa,

61 seats needed

for majority

Results after 90% of the votes were counted

Israel’s Netanyahu fails to win majority

3. A third election

ask another politician to try

The right-wing coalition he leads wins 55 seats, 6 short of majority in the 120-member Parliament

REUTERS
JERUSALEM
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu failed to win
a ruling majority in an elec-
tion that produced a virtual
tie between his right-wing
bloc and a centre-left group-
ing that would be led by
former military chief Benny
Gantz.

The outcome, according
to almost complete results
published on Wednesday,

dealt a new blow to Israel’s
longest-serving leader who
was already weakened by
the inability to put together
an administration after an in-
conclusive election in April.
But with coalition-build-
ing again key to forming a go-
vernment, it could be days or
even weeks before it be-
comes clear whether the wi-
ly politician hailed by sup-
porters as “King Bibi” has
been dethroned after a de-

[ran sponsored attacks

on oil facilitie

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

EkRDHdh

tionably sponsored by Iran,”

cade in power.

With Israeli media report-
ing more than 90% of votes
counted in Tuesday's elec-
tion, the bloc led by Mr. Ne-
tanyahu’s Likud party was
more or less even with a like-
ly grouping headed by Mr.
Gantz’s centrist Blue and
White party.

A Likud-led bloc looked
poised to control 55 of Parlia-
ment’s 120 seats, with 56 go-
ing to a centre-left alliance,

numbers falling short of a
majority government of 61
lawmakers.

A Likud spokesman said
the leaders of right-wing fac-
tions met Mr. Netanyahu at
the Prime Minister’s office
on Wednesday and pledged
to work with him to form the
next government.

The ballot’s wildcard,
former Defence Minister
Avigdor Lieberman,
emerged as a likely kingmak-

er as head of the secular-na-
tionalist Yisrael Beitenu par-
ty, projected to capture nine
seats.

Mr. Lieberman has been
pushing for a unity govern-
ment comprised of the big-
gest parties. He declined to
back Mr. Netanyahu’s bid to
form a narrow right-wing
and religious coalition after
the April election, bringing
about Tuesday’s unprece-
dented repeat vote.

sa, a controversial former
Defence Secretary accused
of war-crimes, as the Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna
candidate.

A 2015 legislation puts a
two-term cap on presidency,
preventing Mahinda Raja-
paksa from contesting for
the highest office, but the
popular leader has spoken
about possibly returning to
power through Parliament,
as Prime Minister. Sri Lan-
ka’s general elections are
due next year.

The ruling coalition led by
the United National Party
(UNP) is yet to announce its
candidate for the presiden-
tial race, even as the battle
within the party heats up,
with its members divided ov-
er three contenders — UNP

Trump orders more curbs on Iran

Tehran denies involvement in Saudi attacks, terms U.S. measures ‘illegal’ & ‘inhuman’

puty leader and Minister Sa-
jith Premadasa and Speaker
Karu Jayasuriya. The Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna has
fielded Anura Kumara Dissa-
nayake.

National security

It is widely expected that Go-
tabaya Rajapaksa’s cam-
paign would be centred on
the theme of national securi-
ty, especially in the wake of
the Easter Sunday bombings
that shook the island in
April, killing over 250 peo-
ple. Presenting himself as a
“strong and decisive lead-
er”, Mr. Gotabaya has so far
pitched himself as a “doer”
and “efficient administra-
tor”, recalling his role in
leading the Sri Lankan
armed forces to victory

said to be a popular candi-
date within the UNP, has
said the primary motivation
for him to contest was to
“save the country from dic-
tatorship”, alluding to the
authoritarian slant associat-
ed with the former Rajapak-
sa administration.

Living costs and rising un-
employment are other is-
sues that will likely domi-
nate poll rhetoric, observers
note. Meanwhile, Mr. Jayasu-
riya on Tuesday said his can-
didacy would be tied to the
assurance of abolishing ex-
ecutive presidency, bringing
into sharp focus an old but
failed election promise that
has been made to the Sri
Lankan electorate for 25
years now, by hopefuls from
across parties.

Robert O'Brien is new U.S.
National Security Adviser

He replaces Bolton, whom Trump fired

RIYADH Defence Ministry spokes- REUTERS ing announcing the order, nied involvement in the Sep- mad Javad Zarif said the new-

Saudi Arabia said on Wed- man Turki al-Maliki said. JEDDAH/DUBAI but the initiative follows re- tember 14 raids. “They want ly announced sanctions REUTERS

nesday that strikes on its oil Mr. Maliki displayed piec- President Donald Trump on  peated U.S. assertions that toimpose maximum ... pres- against Iran showed that the WASHINGTON

infrastructure came from es of what he said were Wednesday said he ordered the Islamic Republic was be-  sure on Iran through slan-  U.S. was aiming at civilians. U.S. President Donald
the “north” and were “un- cruise missiles and drones amajor increase in sanctions  hind Saturday’s attack on the  der,” Iran’s President Hassan President Donald Trump’s Trump on Wednesday

questionably” sponsored by
Iran, but that the kingdom
was still investigating where
exactly they were launched
from.

“The attack was launched
from the north and unques-

IN BRIEF

£ -y
& %
Taliban open to new
talks with U.S.

KABUL

The Taliban's chief negotiator
has said their "doors are
open" to resuming talks with
U.S., hours after two attacks
killed at least 48 people in
Afghanistan. Speaking to the
BBC, Sher Mohammad Abbas
Stanikzai argued that the U.S.
had also admitted to killing
thousands of Taliban during
the discussions, and that the
insurgents had done nothing
wrong by continuing to fight
throughout the talks. arp

used in the strike. He said a
combination of 18 drones
and seven cruise missiles
fired at the oil installations
came from a direction that
ruled out its southern neigh-
bour Yemen as a source.

on Iran in the latest U.S.
move to pressure Tehran,
which U.S. officials say prob-
ably carried out the attack
on Saudi oil facilities.

Mr. Trump gave no expla-
nation in a brief Twitter post-

kingdom, a close U.S. ally.

“I have just instructed the
Secretary of the Treasury to
substantially increase sanc-
tions on the country of
Iran!,” he wrote.

Iran, however, again de-

Rouhani said. “We don’t
want conflict in the region ...
Who started the conflict?”
he added, blaming Washing-
ton and its Gulf allies for the
war in Yemen.

Foreign Minister Moham-

move was an “admission
that (the) U.S. is DELIBER-
ATELY targeting ordinary ci-
tizens,” Mr. Zarif wrote on
Twitter, adding that the mea-
sures were “illegal” and
“inhuman”.

Xi cites Mao as touchstone to build new China

‘Maintain a fighting spirit and strengthen the ability to struggle to meet the targets set by the party’

ATUL ANEJA
BEIJING
Amid a trade war with the
U.S., Chinese President Xi
Jinping has visited the
ground zero of the revolu-
tion, pointing to the conti-
nuity of the “great struggle”
to build a new China, ahead
of the 70th anniversary of
the formation of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC).
During his back-to-the-
roots visits, President Xi is
evoking memories associat-
ed with Mao Zedong, the
founding father of the PRC,
and the nascent phase of
China’s socialist revolution.

So far, during his carefully
choreographed travels, Pre-
sident Xi has hardly men-
tioned Mao’s successors, in-
cluding Deng Xiaoping, as
China heads to celebrate 70
years of socialism on Octob-
er 1. Last week, Mr. Xi visited
Fragrant Hills, briefly the
headquarters of the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC),
just before the triumph of
the revolution in October
1949. Accompanied by Wang
Huning, the CPC’s top ideo-
logue and part of the seven-
member Standing Commit-
tee of the Politburo, China’s
top leadership, Mr. Xi first vi-

sited Shuangqing Villa, Mao’s
abode at Fragrant Hills, on
the outskirts of Beijing. The
walk-around also included
visits to living areas of the
first generation of revolu-
tionaries — Zhu De, Liu Shao-
qi, Zhou Enlai and Ren Bishi.

After keeping a relatively
low profile recently, Mr.
Wang was also part of Mr.
Xi’s entourage that visited
the CPC’s Party School in
Beijing on September 3. Dur-
ing an address at the Party
School, where the CPC’s elite
is trained, Mr. Xi delivered a
stirring back-to-the-trenches
speech. In his address, Mr. Xi

cited the word “struggle”, a
Maoist era coinage in the
context of China, over 50
times.

Prosperous society

The President exhorted his
audience of young and mid-
dle level officials “that main-
taining a fighting spirit and
strengthening the ability to
struggle is a must in meeting
the targets set by the party,”
which include the two cen-
tenary goals — achieving a
moderately prosperous so-
ciety in the next two years
and delivering an advanced
socialist nation by 2050.

He warned of the “unthin-
kably challenging” road
ahead and citied the “long-
term nature of various strug-
gles”. Mr. Xi urged his au-
dience to “notice a deer
passing by, looking at the
grass and leaves, see a tiger
jumping out by hearing the
wind in the pines, and know
the coming of autumn by
spotting the changed colour
of a tree leaf”.

At Fragrant Hills, eight re-
volutionary sites have been
opened earlier this month,
including the Shuangqing
Villa, following extensive re-
novation since last year.

picked U.S. hostage negotia-
tor Robert O’Brien as Na-
tional Security Adviser, re-
placing hardliner John
Bolton who was fired
abruptly last week after
clashing with the President
on a host of issues.

Mr. O’Brien, who will be
the fourth person to hold
the post in the Trump admi-
nistration, has served as Mr.
Trump’s special envoy for
hostage affairs at the U.S.
Department of State since
May 2018 and has a long his-
tory in Republican foreign
policy circles.

“I have worked long &
hard with Robert. He will do
a great job!” Mr. Trump
wrote on Twitter.

Mr. Trump fired Mr. Bol-
ton after disagreements ov-
er handling foreign policy
matters relating to North
Korea, Iran, Afghanistan,
Russia and Venezuela.

‘Solid choice’

Mr. O’Brien is an attorney
from Los Angeles who has
served as a foreign policy
adviser to several Republi-
can presidential campaigns,

Robert O'Brien

handled a number of high-
profile legal cases and pre-
viously served in several
State Department positions,
including as an alternative
representative to the UN
General Assembly in 2005.

Mr. Trump recently dis-
patched Mr. O’Brien to Swe-
den for the court hearing of
U.S. rapper A$AP Rocky,
who was later convicted for
assault.

Senate Republicans
praised Mr. Trump’s pick as
a solid choice.

“He understands the
world for the dangerous
place it is. He’s got great ne-
gotiating skills as our hos-
tage negotiator,” Senator
Lindsey Graham told repor-
ters. “He’ll be a very sound
policy adviser.”
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SBI's teaser loan plan may not
find favour with the RBI

Banking regulator still has concerns over fixed-cum-floating rate loans

MARKET WATCH

18-09-2019 % CHANGE

Sensex 36,564 0.23
US Dollar 71.24 0.75
Gold 38,676 0.55
Brent oil 64.07 0.91

PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 366.35 1.05
Asian Paints 1547.75 16.85
Axis Bank 648.40 7.95
Bajaj Auto 2777.05 3.90
Bajaj Finserv. 7255.05.....104.55
Bajaj Finance 3413.85 45.45
Bharti Airtel 335.60 -4.25
BPCL 382.10......13.35
Britannia Ind 2613.85 78.60
Cipla 458.65 2.00
Coal India 192.35 -5.25
Dr Reddys Lab 2743.65 5.60
Eicher Motors, 16030.40... -254.55
GAIL (India) 134.95 3.05
Grasim Ind 703.10 2.15
HCL Tech 1058.45 2.60
HDFC 1988.30. -7.95
HDFC Bank 2187.75 23.60
Hero MotoCorp 2576.10 7.15
Hindalco 198.00 0.05
Hind Unilever 1829.20. -2.00
Indiabulls HFL 419.25 -9.90
ICICI Bank 399.35 -1.30
Indusind Bank 1330.40. -2.20
Bharti Infratel 253.50 3.30
Infosys 829.85 -1.40
Indian OilCorp 128.15 2.95
ITC 239.25 2.05
JSW Steel 221.40 5.20
Kotak Bank 1464.75 16.45
L&T 1318.00. 4.30
M&M 527.00 5.05
Maruti Suzuki 6095.05 35.35
NTPC 122.50. 1.60
ONGC 127.00. 2.70
PowerGrid Corp 202.05 1.60
Reliance Ind 1205.70. 8.25
State Bank 280.40 6.45
Sun Pharma 416.80. -3.85
Tata Motors 121.75 0.25
Tata Steel 358.25 13.30
TCS 2138.55....15.90
Tech Mahindra 716.75.....10.80
Titan 1160.70. 2.45
UltraTech Cement..... 3902.80. 2.40
UPL 557.05 -6.25
Vedanta 149.70 4.30
Wipro 244.30 0.15
YES Bank 64.10 -1.00
Zee Entertainment ... 335.40 -1.95

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on September 18

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 71.03.....71.35
Euro 78.51.....78.86
British Pound 88.46.......88.86
Japanese Yen (100) ... 65.67 65.97
Chinese Yuan 10.02.......10.07
Swiss Franc 71.40.....71.72
Singapore Dollar 51.71 51.95
Canadian Dollar 53.60.....53.84
Malaysian Ringitt 16.97 17.07
Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES cHennai

September 18 rates in rupees with pre-
vious rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) 50.2
22 ctgold (1 g) 3600

(50.4)
(3615)

Fed cuts rates
by 25 bps
on 7-3 vote

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

The U.S. Federal Reserve
cut interest rates by a quar-
ter of a percentage point
for the second time this
year on Wednesday in a
widely expected move
meant to sustain a decade-
long economic expansion,
but gave mixed signals
about what may happen
next. The central bank also
widened the gap between
the interest it pays banks
on excess reserves and the
top of its policy rate range,
a step taken to smooth out
problems in money mar-
kets that prompted a mar-
ket intervention by the
New York Fed this week.

In lowering the bench-
mark overnight lending
rate to a range of 1.75% to
2.00% on a 7-3 vote, the
Fed’s policy-setting com-
mittee nodded to ongoing
global risks and “wea-
kened” business invest-
ment and exports.

Ambani hikes
stake in RIL to
48.87%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Billionaire Mukesh Ambani
has raised promoter stake
in flagship Reliance Indus-
tries by 2.71% to 48.87%,
according to a regulatory
filing by the company.

Reliance Services and
Holdings Ltd, controlled by
promoter group firm Pe-
troleum Trust, acquired
2.71% stake in Reliance on
September 13, it said.

The acquisition was pur-
suant to a scheme of arran-
gement not directly involv-
ing Reliance, the filing said
without giving details.

Mr.Ambani and his priv-
ate firms held 47.29% stake
as on June 30, 2019.

As on June 30, FIIs held
24.4% stake in the firm,
mutual funds had 4.56%
and insurance companies
7.1%. The remaining share
was with the public.

CcM
K

MANOJIT SAHA
MUMBAI

State Bank of India’s (SBI)
plan to offer fixed-cum-float-
ing home loan rates — known
as teaser loans — is likely to
hit a regulatory hurdle as the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
is uncomfortable with such
products.

Teaser loans are those
which charge comparatively
lower rates of interest in the
first few years after which
the rates are increased.

During a recent media in-
teraction, SBI chairman Raj-
nish Kumar said the bank
will engage with the RBI for
the product which will bear
fixed interest for about 10
years and then, turn float-
ing. There is no fixed rate
home loan product in the
market though there is de-
mand for such a product,
and a fixed-cum-floating rate
product could have ad-
dressed that demand.

" b=t dhs e
DR EVAN DECF BRANCH

service loans once normal rates take effect. =reuters

According to sources, the
RBI is of the view that some
borrowers may find it diffi-
cult to service the loans once
the normal interest rate,
which is higher than the rate
applicable in the initial
years, becomes effective.

In addition, a bank, while
extending the loan, does not
take into account the bor-
rowers’ repayment capacity

FY20 worst in 15 years for
FMCG, says Credit Suisse

‘Impact of multiple factors playing out’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

For the fast moving consum-
er goods (FMCG) sector,
which has been facing ex-
treme headwinds in the last
few quarters, the current fi-
nancial year could be the
worst in 15 years in terms of
revenue growth on account
of agriculture slowdown, li-
quidity concerns, employ-
ment issues and slower-
than-expected impact of go-
vernment initiatives.

“Agri GDP growth has
been at a 15-year low since
2018. Liquidity worsened
post Oct-2018 as NBFCs
faced pressures. Employ-
ment challenges for small
businesses started with de-
monetisation and GST, and
was aggravated due to li-
quidity. The simultaneous
impact of these factors is
playing out,” stated a report
by Credit Suisse.

“The PMKSN (Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi)
direct income transfer roll-
out has been slower than ex-

pected and has only covered
50% of the intended benefi-
ciaries by Sept-2019. As per
our analysis, PMKSN can, in
Year 1, provide a 2-3% boost
to overall FMCG growth, but
there will be a lag effect after
full coverage,” it added.

Trade disruptions
According to the global fi-
nancial major, the slowdown
in the FMCG sector started
in 2016, though it was ca-
mouflaged first by trade dis-
ruptions in 2017 caused by
demonetisation and Goods
and Services Tax, and then
by the low-base effect lead-
ing to high growth in FY19.

This assumes significance
as most leading FMCG
players are witnessing a mul-
ti-quarter low in terms of
volume growth.

HUL, which is the coun-
try’s largest pure-play FMCG
entity, registered a 7% vol-
ume growth in the quarter
ended June 30, the lowest
volume growth in seven
quarters.

after lending rates increase.
While such teaser pro-
ducts are not banned by the
regulator, the standard asset
provisioning requirement is
higher for such loans. For
normal home loans, the
standard asset provisioning
is 0.4% but for teaser loans it
is 2%. RBI had increased the
provisioning by five times for
such loans since these loans

are perceived as more risky.

Following the introduc-
tion of higher risk weights,
banks had discontinued
those products.

SBI's decision to ponder
over such products came af-
ter the banking regulator
mandated banks to link float-
ing rate retail and MSME
loans to an external bench-
mark. SBI, in fact, pioneered
such a product by linking its
home loan rate to repo rate,
which it started offering
from July.

Many other public sector
banks followed suit before
the RBI mandated such pro-
ducts for the entire banking
system from October 1.

SBI, however, decided to
withdraw the product earlier
this month following the RBI
norms on external bench-
mark-linked floating rate
loans and is re-working the
product in line with the gui-
delines.

NBFC loan pricing under RBI lens

Banking regulator may mandate anchor rate

MANOJIT SAHA
MUMBAI

After mandating banks to
implement external bench-
marking for retail loan pric-
ing, the Reserve Bank is now
looking at the loan pricing
regime of non-banking fi-
nance companies to make
the practice more
transparent.

According to sources, the
central bank is internally
discussing the loan pricing
mechanism of the non-bank-
ing sector. At present, there
is no anchor rate for NBFCs,
similar to banks, that is
linked to the lending rate of
a particular loan.

For example, banks have
the marginal cost of fund
based lending rate (MCLR) —
the anchor rate — and all the
loans are linked to such a
rate. Earlier, the base rate
acted as an anchor rate.

Banks were not allowed to
lend below the base rate or
the MCLR rate. Banks are al-
lowed to add a spread, based
on the risk assessment, to
the anchor rate.

However, there is no such

mandate for NBFCs to have
an anchor rate to which all
the loan rates are linked.

“There is no anchor rate
for NBFCs.

“So, first, we have to see
how they are pricing loans,”
sources said, adding it
would take some time be-
fore mandating an anchor
rate for NBFCs.

Unresponsive to changes
It has often been noticed
that lending rates of banks
and NBFCs, including hous-
ing finance companies, are
not responsive to changes in
the RBI’s policy rate or the
repo rate. As a result, the
banking regulator has now

Road tax hikes by States making cars
unaffordable, says Maruti's Bhargava

Cars can't be treated as luxury products, taxed heavily, says the auto major’s chief

YUTHIKA BHARGAVA

NEW DELHI

Citing increases in road taxes
by various States as one of
the main reasons for higher
car prices, making them un-
affordable, Maruti Suzuki
chairman R.C. Bhargava said
that cars cannot be treated
as luxury products capable
of bearing any level of
taxation.

“I think the most impor-
tant thing is [to understand]
why there is a slowdown.
Why  have  customers
stopped buying cars like
they had been buying be-
fore? One part of it is the fi-
nancial aspect; and to some
extent, because of the inter-
vention by the Centre, that is
beginning to change... the at-
titude of the banks has cer-
tainly become much more
favourable... But the price
problem still remains. To a
large extent, it is because in
the last few months, nine
States added substantially to

Off lane: It is illogical to relate overproduction with

slowdown, says the Maruti Suzuki chairman. =KamaL NARANG

road tax,” Mr. Bhargava said.
These States, including Bi-
har, Punjab and Kerala, have
raised road taxes leading to
an increase ranging between
%5,000 and 357,000 in the
on-road prices of cars.
“State governments have
to realise that this industry is
unable to bear this kind of
heavy taxation; in many cas-
es, the officers concerned
seem to think that car is a
luxury product capable of
bearing any amount of taxa-

GCX plans to cut bond debt by $150 million

Arm of Reliance Communications files for bankruptcy protection in U.S. court

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Reliance Communications
(RCom) on Wednesday said
its wholly owned subsidiary
Global Cloud Xchange
(GCX), which has filed for
bankruptcy protection in a
U.S. court, was planning to
reduce its bond debt by $150
million.

“GCX has announced a
pre-packaged plan of reor-
ganisation to support its
long-term growth and deve-
lopment by reducing bond
debt by $150 million, provid-
ing a permanent capital
structure that includes work-
ing capital facility and transi-
tioning the business to new
ownership,” the company

1

Bill Barney

said in a filing with the ex-
changes.

New loans to firm

Under the new plan, GCX’s
senior secured note holders
would become owners of the

company and provide new
loans to support and grow
the business. GCX, that owns
one of the world’s largest
private sub-sea cable sys-
tems, filed for bankruptcy
protection in a U.S. court on
September 15 after it missed
payments on its $350 million
of 7% bonds that matured in
August this year.

“Upon emergence from
this process, the company
expects to be well-posi-
tioned to aggressively pur-
sue its business plan inde-
pendent of the overhang
caused by its corporate pa-
rent’s challenges,” GCX said,
adding that more than 75%
of the company’s lenders
have already committed

their support for the plan.

To ensure GCX maximises
value for its stakeholders in
this process, the company
will also use the protections
and framework of Chapter 11
to undertake a sale process
that welcomes additional
prospective buyers. GCX ex-
pects to complete the Chap-
ter 11 process and emerge as
a stronger company within
the fourth quarter of 2019.

“We appreciate the strong
collaboration with our len-
ders, which has resulted in a
plan of reorganisation that
allows us to honour our com-
mitments to employees, cus-
tomers and suppliers,” said
Bill Barney, chairman and
CEO, GCX.

Foreign funds ‘take over’ Indian road assets

Overseas investors have so far pumped in up to 325,000 crore in projects

LALATENDU MISHRA
MUMBAI

In a new trend in the road in-
frastructure space in India,
pension funds, sovereign
wealth funds and private
equity funds from Canada,
Abu Dhabi, Australia and
Singapore are seen emerging
as new owners of road as-
sets, replacing traditional
owners like IRB, GMR, Dilip
Buildcon and L&T, to name a
few.

So far, these funds have
collectively pumped in
about 320,000-325,000
crore in up-and-running
road assets and more funds
are on their way. “Owner-
ship of road assets has signif-

GIC, CDPQ, CTPID,
CPPIB, Macquarie
are new names on
the block

JAGANNARAYAN PADMANABHAN
Director and Practice Leader,
Transport Infrastructure
Advisory, CRIS Ltd.

69

icantly changed over the last
two years. Suddenly, there
has been a change in owner-
ship pattern,” said Jaganna-
rayan Padmanabhan, direc-
tor and practice leader,
Transport Infrastructure Ad-
visory, Crisil Risk & Infras-
tructure Solutions.

“Earlier it was L&T IDPL,
Ashoka Buildcon, IL&FS and
others who were the road
developers. Now, you are

having a separate set of own-
ers of assets who were not
active in this space. These in-
clude GIC, CDPQ, CTPID,
CPPIB, Macquarie and Es-
quire Capital, who have now
become owners of road
assets.”

Some of the other foreign
investors in Indian assets in-
clude AMP Capital and Na-
tional Infrastructure & In-
vestment Fund (NIIF), in
which Abu Dhabi Invest-
ment Authority (ADIA) has
made significant investment.

“What this means is that
other than NHAI, foreign in-
vestors are controlling a cer-
tain percentage of India’s
road assets. That is a signifi-

cant twist in how things pan
out,” he said. These strategic
investors are looking at the
long term, he said. He added
that the Centre’s plans for in-
vestment of 100 lakh crore
in infrastructure in 5 years
seemed to be far-fetched.
“Internally, last year we
had a view that in the next 5
years, the need for invest-
ment is about I50 lakh crore.
“While the share of cen-
tral government funding is
close to 45%, State govern-
ments will spend 25-27% and
the rest will be done by the
private sector. This means
that the Centre is not going
to spend the planned entire
%100 lakh crore,” he said.

tion. It isn’t, as we have seen
now,” he said.

“We are selling 3-3.5 mil-
lion cars; we want to go to 5-
10 million, how do you do
that if the price goes beyond
the reach of people? You
cannot get growth in the ma-
nufacturing industry, espe-
cially in a poor country like
India, if the price of the ma-
nufactured product is not
kept within the reach [of
mass buyers],” he said. He
added, “It’s not in my hands

if somebody else is making a
major addition to the cost.”

On arguments that over
production by automakers
had resulted in the slow-
down in the sector, Mr. Bhar-
gava termed them ‘absurd’.

“It is not logical to relate
the two. How does overpro-
duction lead to a fall in de-
mand from customers? You
have seen every manufactur-
er declaring non-production
days to cut down on produc-
tion. It doesn’t do me [or]
the dealer any good to have
cars and inventory. So, if
anyone thinks that we pro-
duce cars for the fun of pro-
ducing cars, they have diffe-
rent ideas of how business
runs.”

On long he expected the
slowdown to stretch, he said,
“I don’t know. But if I was to
make what would, at best, be
a guess, we should start see-
ing a change in the coming
months and the next year
should be much better.”

mandated banks that float-
ing rate retail loans for
homes, vehicles and loans to
small and medium enter-
prises should be linked to an
external benchmark like re-
po rate or Government of In-
dia T-bills, for example.

The main objective be-
hind linking loans to an ex-
ternal benchmark was for
faster transmission of mone-
tary policy rates, particular-
ly in a declining interest re-
gime. At the end of
September 2018, the num-
ber of NBFCs registered with
the Reserve Bank of India
declined to 10,190 from
11,402 at the end of March
2018. Only a handful of large
NBFCs are supervised by the
banking regulator.

The consolidated balance
sheet of NBFCs expanded in
2017-18 and also in 2018-19,
helped by strong credit ex-
pansion. The profitability of
NBFCs improved on the
back of fund-based income,
low NPA levels relative to
banks and strong capital
buffers, RBI had observed in
a recent report.

Aramco to
restore full
production by
Sept. end

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Saudi Aramco will be able
to fully restore its produc-
tion capacity by the end of
September, the company’s
president and CEO Amin
Nasser said on Tuesday.

Saudi Aramco’s Abgaiq
and Khurais plants were hit
by drone attacks on Satur-
day, severely affecting their
production capacity. Glo-
bal oil prices shot up by
about 20% following the at-
tacks. “These synchro-
nised attacks were timed to
create maximum damage
to our facilities and opera-
tions,” Mr. Nasser said at a
press conference in Jed-
dah. “The rapid response

. shows the company’s
preparedness to deal with
threats aimed at sabotag-
ing Aramco’s supply of
energy to the world.”

It was also revealed that
production at Khurais res-
umed 24 hours after the
attack.

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (NW)Ill
OVER HEAD TANK ASHOK VIHAR DELHI

PRESS NIT No.49(2019-20)

Item | Name of work

No.

Estimated Cost

Date of release of tender
in E-Procurement solution

Last date/time of re-
ceipt of tender through
e procurement

1 Replacement of old AC Water line by New
DI Water Line 100 mm dia in BM (West)
Block, Shalimar Bagh, AC-14, (NW)-I1I

Rs. 27,98,101/-

Tender ID No. 2019_
DJB_180225_1 on
16.09.2019 at 03:15 PM

30.09.2019 up to
3:00 PM

AC-14 (NW)IIL.

2 Replacement of old/damaged AC water line
by DI Water line in DP block, Pitampura,

Rs. 45,16,934/-

Tender ID No. 2019_
DJB_180225_3 on
16.09.2019 at 03:25 PM

30.09.2019 up to
3:00 PM

ISSUED BY P.R.O (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 365/2019-20

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in.
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C)-S&P
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI
JAL SADAN: LAJPAT NAGAR: NEW DELHI-110024

N.L.T. No.16/S&P/(2019-20)
PRESS TENDER

S. Name of Work

Reserve Price

Date of release of
tenderine
procurement solution

Last date and time for
download & RTGS through
e procurement solution

Delhi, Phase-VI

1 Rejuvenation of 07 nos water bodies
using Phytorid treatment technology
of capacity 400 KLD (04 Nos.) & 150
KLD (03 Nos.) at various location in

Part-A (Civil Work):-
Precentage rate
Amount- 8,64,46,379/-
Part-B (E&M Work):-
Item Rate

17.9.2019

2019_DJB_180374_1

15.10.2019 up to 3.00 PM

Delhi, Phase-VII.

2 Rejuvenation of 07 nos water bodies
using Phytorid treatment technology
of capacity 550 KLD (05 Nos.) & 300
KLD (02 Nos.) at various location in

Part-A (Civil

Work):- Precent-
age rate Amount-
12,80,32,555/-
Part-B (E&M Work):-
Item Rate

17.9.2019

2019_DJB_180374_2

15.10.2019 up to 3.00 PM

Issued by P.R.O (Water)

Advt. No. J.S.V. 371/2019-20

Further details in this regard can be seen at govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Executive Engineer (C) S&P

M ND-NDE
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Boards okay Indian Bank,
Allahabad Bank merger
CHENNALI

The board of Indian Bank
gave its in-principle approval
for the amalgamation of
Allahabad Bank with the
former. Similarly, the board
of Allahabad Bank gave its
in-principle nod on Monday.
Both the banks expect the
merger to be completed by
March 31, 2020. Besides, the
Indian Bank board also
accorded its approval for
capital infusion of up to
¥5,000 crore by the Centre
through preferential
allotment, the bank said in a
regulatory filing.

I0B to raise ¥800 crore
through issue of bonds
CHENNAI

Indian Overseas Bank said it
proposes to raise Tier-11
capital by issue of BASEL-III
Compliant Tier-1l bonds via a
bond issue at a size of 500
crore with green shoe option
of ¥300 crore, aggregating
800 crore on a private
placement basis. In May, its
board had approved the
bank’s capital raising plan for
FY20 including the issue of
such bonds up to a maximum
of 1,500 crore.

Laurus Labs to acquire
South African firm
HYDERABAD

Pharmaceutical company
Laurus Labs on Wednesday
said it would acquire 100%
shares of Phekolong
Pharmaceuticals Pty Ltd, a
wholly owned subsidiary of
Pharmacare Ltd. t/a Aspen
Pharmacare, South Africa.
The South African Rand
75,000 purchase will provide
Laurus access to the South
African public antiretroviral
(ARV) sector, which manages
the world's largest public
ARV programme.

AMC stocks rally in lacklustre market

In 2019, HDFC AMC and RNAM surged 75% and 47% respectively, compared to Sensex’s rise of 1.37%

ASHISH RUKHAIYAR
MUMBAI

The broader stock markets
are witnessing weakness
with extreme volatility on ac-
count of a mix of global and
domestic negative news flow
but the country’s two listed
mutual fund entities are see-
ing their stocks gain strong

ground.
Reliance Nippon Asset
Management Company

(RNAM) and HDFC Asset
Management Company are
among the biggest mutual
fund houses in India and
made their debut on the
bourses in 2017 and 2018,
respectively.

According to the Associa-
tion of Mutual Funds in India
(AMFI), HDFC AMC is the lar-
gest fund house with average
assets under management
(AAUM) of %3.63 lakh crore,

[ndian tea exports to Iran double

Onaroll

In the last six months, when Sensex lost a little over 4%,
shares of HDFC AMC and Reliance Nippon AMC gained

76.23% and 20.42%, respectively

Returns in %

HDFC AMC 74.97 46.14 76.23 140.16
Reliance Nippon

AMC 46.51 5.64 20.42 (744)
Sensex 1.37 (6.36) (4.02) -

Source: BSE *Year-to-date

while Reliance Nippon is at
the fifth slot with an AAUM of
%2.23 lakh crore.

While the shares of HDFC
AMC has more than doubled
gained 140.16% since listing,
Reliance Nippon has outper-
formed the Sensex by a wide
margin in the recent past. In
2019, when the Sensex has
gained a paltry 1.37%, shares
of HDFC AMC surged nearly

75% while Reliance Nippon
AMC rose nearly 47%.

Further, in the last six
months when the Sensex lost
a little over 4%, shares of
HDFC AMC and Reliance
Nippon AMC gained 76.23%
and 20.42%, respectively.

At the current market
price of ¥2,641.75, shares of
HDFC AMC are trading close
to their 52-week high of

32,697.45.

Meanwhile, shares of Re-
liance Nippon AMC have re-
cently touched their 52-week
high of 3289.05, though the
last few days have seen the
shares witness selling pres-
sure as Reliance Capital has
been diluting its stake in the
company.

Exiting MF business

Incidentally, Reliance Capi-
tal is completely exiting the
mutual fund business, hav-
ing sold a large chunk of its
holding to Nippon Life Insu-
rance Company and thereaf-
ter selling its residual stake
through offer for sales.

In its report, global finan-
cial major Morgan Stanley
said it was bullish on Indian
mutual funds as there is a
huge structural opportunity
for mutual funds to grow in

to 1777 million kg, but concerns remain

‘Higher prices and increased shipments of orthodox teas led to improved show’

INDRANI DUTTA
KOLKATA
Amid tensions in West Asia,
India has managed to raise
tea exports to Iran, doubling
its shipment volume to 17.7
million kg between April and
July 2019, from a year earlier.
This has happened when
overall tea exports have re-
mained flat at 73.2 million kg
between April and July 2019
against 73.4 million kg bet-
ween April and July 2018,
with exports changing mar-
ginally to most destinations.
Unit prices of Indian teas,
too, rose to 3282.9 against
%197.6 and $4.1 against $3.5
for the period under review.
Tea exports were valued
at ,676.7 crore against
%1,491.2 crore with improved

prices. Tea Board of India
deputy chairman Arun Ku-
mar Ray said export prices
rose on the back of improved
tea quality, which came after
last year’s curtailment of
production during the win-
ter months. “This and in-
creased exports of orthodox

teas led to the improved
show at Iran,” he said.

Over the years, several
measures have been taken to
woo the over 100 million kg
Iranian tea market.

In recent times, the Com-
merce Ministry and tea in-
dustry have jointly taken sev-
eral initiatives, including
participating in buyer-seller
meets in Tehran to expand
the network. India also has
seller-meets with visits to tea
estates to build trust on is-
sues such as good manufac-
turing practices.

“These [initiatives] have
led to increased exports,”
said Sujit Patra, secretary, In-
dian Tea Association.

Merchant exporters are
wary about raising a toast to

Iran exports. Their concerns
arise out of the existing ru-
pee-rial export mechanism
pursued for exports to Iran,
and stem from the U.S. eco-
nomic sanctions on Iran and
its restrictions on dollar
trade with the country. In
2019, methods like advance
payment and forward con-
tracts were made to ease ex-
ports of certain commodi-
ties, including tea.

Reserves built up through
prior oil imports were con-
verted to rupee to help ex-
ports. These reserves were
now running out and if ten-
sions continued, they would
cast a shadow on India’s
most promising orthodox ex-
port market by next year,
merchant exporters said.

India. “India’s total and equi-
ty mutual fund AUM to GDP
was 13% and 6% as of FY18
versus global averages of
62% and 35%. The share of
equity mutual funds has
been rising in India’s grow-
ing financial savings, and so
has individual investors’
share in AUM. Longevity and
predictability of growth are
improving with  strong
growth in AUM from smaller
cities and inflows coming via
monthly plans.”

“Our view is that given the
stage at which mutual funds
are in India today, the long-
term compounding oppor-
tunity is significant, alth-
ough it won’t be linear,” it ad-
ded, while forecasting a 23%
CAGR in equity AUM for the
industry over the next 10
years and a 20% CAGR over
the next 20 years.

Colliers buys
majority stake

in Synergy

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Toronto-based commercial
real estate services and in-
vestment  management
consultancy, Colliers Inter-
national, has acquired a
controlling stake in Syner-
gy Property Development
Services.

The merged entity
would create one of India’s
top players in the commer-
cial real estate (CRE) space.

Responding to a query,
from The Hindu, on the
size of the deal, David
Hand, CEO, Asia Pacific at
Colliers International, said,
“We have acquired a ma-
jority stake, close to 80%,
in Synergy. The deal in-
volves a financial transac-
tion, however, we are not
able to reveal the size of it.”

Just ask

“Alexa, movie time"

Linguistic expert: Alexa should be a native citizen, says

Just ask

“Alexa, play “Tumble Logfr»

Amazon's Rohit Prasad. =reuters

Amazon’s Alexa now
speaks Hindi, Hinglish

More local languages may be added

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Amazon on Wednesday an-
nounced support for Hindi
and Hinglish for its voice as-
sistant Alexa.

With this update, users in
India will be able to interact
with Alexa using Hindi (and
Hinglish) as opposed to only
English at present.

Till now, Alexa, which
was launched in India in
2017, was able to under-
stand and pronounce
names of popular places,
names and songs in regional
languages, including Hindi,
Tamil, Telugu, Marathi and
Punjabi, but supported
commands only in English.

“Our goal is that Alexa
should be a native citizen.
With this update, Alexa can
now understand customers
speaking to her completely
in Hindi or Hinglish, in mul-
tiple contexts and varied re-
gional accents and dialects,”
said Rohit Prasad, vice pre-
sident and head scientist,
Alexa Al, Amazon.

Linguistic diversity

Stating that India had un-
iquely challenged the firm’s
Al teams with its cultural
and linguistic diversity, Mr.
Prasad added that many In-
dian users contributed to
Hindi development through

the Cleo skill on Alexa. He
also indicated that more re-
gional languages could be
added to Alexa in the future.

“In India, pronunciation,
diction and accents in Hindi
are different across the
country even if the language
being spoken is the same...
With today’s launch, Alexa
becomes more local. Alexa
will not only understand
and respond in Hindi or
Hinglish but is also armed
with knowledge about top-
ics that interests users in the
country,” said Puneesh Ku-
mar, country manager,
Alexa Experience and Dev-
ices, Amazon India, said.

Amazon said about 500
skills — which is the term for
various things that Alexa
can do such as playing mus-
ic, bringing up news, stories
or giving weather forecasts
— are available in Hindi and
more will be added.

Mr. Prasad said overall,
there were over 90,000
Alexa skills of which about
30,000 were India-specific.

Alexa, which competes
with digital assistants such
as Apple’s Siri and the Goo-
gle Assistant, powers the
Amazon Echo range of
home-assistance devices be-
sides products from brands
such as Bose, MyBox, and
Syska.
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Marco Cappiotti loves
authentic Italian pizzas.
Which is why he is
installing wood-fired
ovens in restaurants
across the country

Plenty of
lovenly

DIVYA KALA BHAVANI

The first time I heard about, Il Forno by
Marco, a wood-fired oven-making busi-
ness, was through Hyderabad’s Zza Bar.
Zza bar uses mango-wood in their too-
hot-to-stand-by ovens, which adds a deli-
cate flavour to the base and doesn’t take
away from the essence of a good and true
pizza. Marco Cappiotti also made a porta-
ble oven in a truck for the restaurant so
Zza Bar can cater at parties or go to food
truck festivals.

Srini Uppuluri of Zza Bar says the pro-
cess was long and tough, but Marco per-
severed until it was complete and perfect
right down to wheels. Marco, in turn,
says he loves working with passionate
restaurateurs rather than the quotidian
businessman, as it engenders a stronger
pizza movement across India.

Marco’s love for authentic pizza is part
of what drives his business of making
these ovens for businesses all over the
country. The proverbial cup which hold
the energy of this Delhi-dwelling Italian
transplant truly runneth over and it’s evi-
dent as he talks about his journey.

In 1994, Marco and his family emigrat-
ed to India, choosing the cool relief and
verdant surroundings of Manali as their
restaurant’s nesting ground. Barely in full
‘adulting mode’, Marco watched as his
father and a friend made a wood-fired
oven by hand. “People there were alrea-
dy interested and curious about the
oven, with many wanting one for them-
selves. When I was
about 20 years
old, I started

to make a

e

IN OUR BACKYARD

Marco, Polo, pizza
These wood-fired
ovens create a
satisfying crust

= BY ARRANGEMENT

few,” he recalls, “and I kept upgrading
our existing one with new improve-
ments. So this was borne out of passion.”

Coming into his own
Eventually the family’s restaurant
changed hands and Marco moved to Del-
hi with the mindset of turning this activi-
ty into a business, teaming up with a sup-
plier in Gujarat for the not-so-widely
available materials.

“I got to know some people in Delhi
who were in the same industry as me and
I started working as an oven-
maker. Soon everything was

scaled up. Around four years MARCO'S doesn’t have the same effect a
ago, I started hiring people. I al- OVEN wood-fired oven does. First
so created my online presence, COUNT off, there’s the added delicious
so for the last three years, I've smokiness to the flavour pro-
been doing this for major metro Hyderabad: file. Most regular ovens don’t

cities and more recently, for
tier-2 cities as well, which shows

the awareness and concept Delhi: za crusts can be pulled off.

growth.” It’s worth pointing out,
Marco currently has a factory 2 0 though, that a wood-fired

in Delhi and travels two or three Mumbai: oven isn’t exactly eco-friendly

times a month for wood-fired
oven installations, all of which
have that well-known dome

while others have mosaical
tile-work of quirky designs.
What of unconventional wood-fired
pizza ovens? He recalls one client in
Bengaluru who wanted him to con-
struct a rotating wood-fired oven, simi-
lar to a microwave oven. “There were a
lot of structural challenges and while
keeping to the true nature of the ovens I
make, I had to make it work. I don’t get
a lot of, so to speak, adventurous re-
quests but this was something diffe-
rent.”
Naturally, the idea of cost comes to
mind; a creation from Il Forno by Marco

3

5

for convection of heat, while Bengaluru: runs between 575°C to around
the exterior is customised as 1 O 800°C, making it a safety
per the surrounding environ- b ars concern.

ment. Many are painted a so-

lid colour over the stucco, Evolved pizza IQs

can range between 360,000 and
34,00,000.

Know the risks
Marco doesn’t suggest making your own
wood-fired ovens as it requires very spec-
ific materials and the process demands a
lot of science acumen coupled with prag-
matism as well as years of experience.
Maintenance of a wood-fired oven is no
small feat either. They are preferred as
they cook breads, vegetables and fruits
quickly while, helping them retain specif-
ic nutrients and antioxidants.
A regular oven, however,

reach the higher temperature
parameter so only certain piz-

given the amount of wood or
fossil fuels with which it oper-
ates. The heat generation also

That said, Marco explains that
the pizza IQ of India has
evolved tremendously over the years he’s
been living here. He explains, “In the last
two to three years, more places are doing
good quality Neopolitan pizzas. More pe-
ople don’t mind paying double the price
if they know they’re eating premium piz-
za and the way it’s made is also a talking
point.”

Exhibitionism in the kitchen has be-
come a thing of the present; people love
watching their food being made and plat-
ed. Pizza ovens, however old and time-
less they are, offer just that.

The Lily Moth, (right) as a
caterpillar =BaLAKRISHNAN
VALAPPIL/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
AND RISON THUMBOOR/ WIKIMEDIA
COMMONS

ABHISHEK GULSHAN

We’ve all come across the
brown-black drab versions
of colourful butterflies, often
in the shadows of the night.
Ironically though, moths are
creatures that belong to the
class Lepidoptera, the same
as butterflies. Most species
are believed to be nocturnal
but there are a few day-flying
moths too.

Unlike a lot of its kind, the
Indian Lily Moth (Polytela
gloriosae) is pretty, with
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The boring
butterfly?

Not quite. The Indian Lily Moth is
among the prettiest insects around us

pinks, yellows and whites on
its body. It derives its name
from lilies that serve as host
plants. This moth is noctur-
nal and may easily be seen in
our backyard, though it so-
metimes ‘follows’ the light
and enters houses.

The Pink Rain Lily (Ze-
phrantus carinata), a plant
native to Mexico, adapts well
to potted life in cities and to
well-maintained soil beds. In
the rainy season, the plant
yields flowers with a flashing
array of hues. You'll find
beautiful purple and red ca-
terpillars of the Indian Lily
Moth on them.

This moth belongs to the
family of ‘Noctuidae’, pre-
sent world over except in the
harsh cold of the Antarctic
region. A few moths from

this family are known to de-
velop a strong connection
with their host plants, where
the larvae not just feed on
the plant, but the adults also
pollinate the flowers. In fact,
moths are great specific-
plant pollinators, where they
pollinate a lot of night-
blooming flowers.

There are about 10 times
the number of moths in the
world than butterflies. They
occupy diverse habitats, but
the majority has not been
described. Moths are be-

Bento Box

lieved to have evolved long
before butterflies, with fos-
sils dated to almost 190 mil-
lion years ago. We still have
moths with no mouth parts.

It is believed that these
are old-world moths that ex-
isted when they didn’t need
to pollinate plants (most
were pollinated via the
wind). Moths were born,
lived, reproduced, and died
(they didn’t feed). Their pur-
pose was to be prey for other
organisms and maintain the
balance in the food chain.

Many moths though do
feed on fruits and leaves and
have a proboscis to suck nec-
tar. Moths frequently circle
artificial lights. The reason
for this behaviour is un-
known but it seems that cel-
estial light objects like the
moon help them fly in a
straight line.

The life cycle of both
moths and butterflies are

fairly similar, but a moth lar-
va makes cocoons instead of
turning into a chrysalis.

Another difference is that
butterflies have thin anten-
nae with clubs at the ends, ,
whereas moths’ antennae
are feathery with no clubs.

Considering their noctur-
nal nature and the fact that
moths are cold-blooded,
they perform something
called the ‘Shiver Effect’,
where they flap their wings
rapidly to generate heat in
their flight muscles in the ab-
sence of the heat energy
from the sun.

The writer is the founder of NINOX
- Owl About Nature, a nature-
awareness initiative. He is the
Delhi-NCR reviewer for Ebird, a
Cornell University initiative,
monitoring rare sightings of birds.
He formerly led a programme at
WWF India.
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Let the stories be musical

Instagram Music is finally in India.
Here’s what you need to know

arch music
€— Upbeat

Thunder

Imagine Dragons

Baby Shark

FUTEY Girls Like You
PRl Maroon 5

sy counton Me

Instagrammers of India, rejoice. Instagram Music is fi-
nally available in the country, more than a year after
US-based users began enjoying the feature.

In India, the most popular tracks seem to be the
ones from Bollywood — ‘Apna Time Ayega’ from Gully
Boy is in the top five — at least in the first couple of
days. All tracks on the app are official ones, with Face-
book having entered into partnerships with a number
of labels like T-Series Music, Zee Music Company and
Yash Raj Films way back in March.

But if mainstream music is not your thing, don’t
worry. You can search for lesser-known favourites too,
or just select your ‘mood’ and then pick from the op-
tions that show up. Billie Eilish fans can just go ahead
and tap on ‘Dreamy’, while ‘Fun’ throws up a mix of
Kanye West, Kendrick Lamar and Bruno Mars. Shan-
kar Ehsaan Loy, of course, are everywhere. For certain
tracks, such as Ellie Goulding’s ‘Love Me Like You Do’
from 50 Shades Of Grey, there’s an option for lyrics to
show up on your story as an overlay!

You can also search by genre, which includes In-
dian Pop, Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, Hip Hop
and Reggae, among others. And then there is the lyrics
feature, which lets you choose a snippet of the song in-
stead of an entire track and play up the words, with
font style, size and colour of your choice.

To explore Instagram Music, just tap on the plus
sign that you usually do, when uploading an Insta-
gram story. Among the options like Boomerang, Type
and others that line up at the bottom of your screen,
you will see the ‘Music’ option sitting right before
‘Live’. For now, Instagram music can be used on sto-
ries alone.

PRODUCTS

Jewels on your feet

Two popular indie
footwear brands,
Laksheeta Govil's Fizzy
Goblet and Shirin
Mann Sangha's
Needledust have
recently announced
big-ticket
collaborations. Govil's
brand is launching a
collection with Tribe
by Amrapali, while
Sangha's brand is
working with
Swarovksi.

Fizzy Goblet X Tribe
is a limited-edition line
of Charm Juttis
inspired by charm
bracelets. The
collection draws on
motifs of childhood joy
such as puppets, marigolds, parrots, and bottle charms,
along with traditional symbols of luck like nimbu mirchi, doli
(for auspicious occasions), the elephant for wisdom, and
the beetel leaf for purity. There is a subset of this
collection, targeted at brides-to-be.

Needledust's Autumn Winter 2019-20 Collection, in
collaboration with Swarosksi, the crystal jewelry brand,
comes in two styles — champagne gold and deep silver
made with Swarovski Crystals. The collection is lustre-
based with crepe, Indian and Italian satins. For this
collection, the jutti boxes will be accompnied by a
Swarovski 'certificate of authentication'. Needledust sticks
to the traditional ghungroo style of juttis, and has them in
colours like red and baby pink.

Available on Fizzygoblet.com, upwards of ¥3,590; and
Needledust.com, upwards of 6,200

Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in

EXHIBITION

Mixed media

On World Suicide Prevention Day (10th
September) and World Mental Health Day (10th
October), the American Center is hosting a panel
discussion on 'Suicide prevention in India:
Conversations on the way forward'. The panelists
include Tanmoy Goswami, a journalist working on
mental health and Dr. Soumitra Pathare.

VENUE: 24, Kasturba Gandhi Marg

TIME: 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

CM
K

The Piano Man, Gurugram, is hosting music band
Rythem & Friends tonight. The quartet consists
of Rythem Bansal on the piano, Pranai Gurung on
the guitar, Aditya Dutta on the drums and
Shashank Das on the bass. They will play the
compositions of their favourite composers in the
genres jazz, blues, R&B, and funk.

VENUE: 32nd Avenue, Sector 15 Part 2

TIME: O p.m. - 11:55 p.m.

R.E.D. (Rare Eastern Dining) has organised a
month-long Bento Box Festival, which offers
traditional Japanese meals in lunch boxes. The
vegetarian Bento Box serves delicacies such as
Tofu in Tobanjan sauce, and the Mix Meat box
serves Lamb in hot bean sauce. The Seafood box
has Prawn Cantonese soup and more.

VENUE: Radisson Blu MBD Hotel, Noida

TiME: 12:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

SkillBox, a social network for musicians presents
Heat Sink supported by Hanita Bhambri, tonight.
Heat Sink is an Indie band based in Ahmedabad,
founded by guitarist Chirag Todi. The outfit has
recently released their debut album, Euphony.
Hanita Bhambri songs are melancholic
reflections about love and loneliness.

venue: Cafe Turquoise Cottage, Green Park

TIME: 9 p.m. onwards

Curated by Girish Shahane, Burnish / Tarnish, a
group art show, which opens today showcases

the recent works of 23 artists from India and the
subcontinent. Metal is the focus of the show. The

artists explore metal as material and subject,
using a variety of mediums including sculpture,
painting, video and installation.

VENUE: Palette Art Gallery, 14, Golf Links

TIME: 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
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VANGMAYI PARAKALA

When Zostel launched in 2013,
they came in with an aim to
make budget-travel and back-
packing accessible to a whole
generation of Indians who were
already on a steady diet of travel
posts on Instagram. The photo-
sharing platform had launched
only three years before that, but
had already seen the likes of
Russian photographer Murad
Osmann’s #followmeto trend —
photos of a certain aesthetic,
from places like Barcelona to Ba-
li — go viral.

Now, six years later, Zostel
has launched ZoZo Bus, a neat
marketing strategy and logistical
extension to their already-exist-
ing network of youth-focussed
budget-travel hotels. In essence,
the ZoZo bus is a 12-15-seater
bus, with a volunteer guide from
Zostel, which takes you on a pre-
planned trip, to a handful of
destinations in a specific region.

To even launch this concept
though, Zostel did a test-run in
early July — through a call on In-
stagram. “Board the coolest bus
on the evening of July 5th and
begin the trip with games,
songs, and a lot of random fun,”
they posted at the end of June.
The slide show of pictures for
this started off with a girl in a
narrow Manali lane, back (and

~ backpack) to camera, looking

out towards hill-homes and the
towering mountains at the far

Bring your friends, family or just yourself and go
touring with Zostel's ZoZo Bus that has opened up new

ways to explore India

On the bus to

ANYWHERE,

end. Its harkening back to the
#followmeto and #wanderlust,
undeniable.

While this test-pilot was a
short trip, the ZoZo Bus goes on
longer 10-day holidays too. Like

the one starting this weekend,
for nine days to Spiti; just last
weekend, the Bus did a three-
day trip to Pushkar. You can
come solo, or with a few friends,
but the idea is for “people to

make new friends, and to com-
municate and evolve as a per-
son,” says Aviral Gupta, the
company’s chief strategy officer.

Prateek Verma, a 22-year-old
videographer based in Delhi,

J'/

Zostel on wheels Buses of the
future will be designed to
encourage camping

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

had stumbled upon Zostel’s call
for the Manali pilot, and decid-
ed to hop on — it would cost him
only %5,500 inclusive of travel
and stay. He recalls having filled
out a form prior to joining, in
which he answered a few brief
questions about why he wants
to be a part of this trip and what
he could bring to the group.

“It was a mix of people bet-
ween the ages of 20-27, and
some of them were travelling to
the mountains for the first
time,” he says, recalling how the
Bus, while just another traveller
from the outside, was done up
with dreamy fairy lights and
posters inside.

“A lot of us were solo travell-
ers, except for one couple and
two friends from Mumbai. The
girl who was in the mountains
for the first time actually stayed
back for longer and did not re-
turn with the Bus,” he adds.

That is the other feature that
Zostel is using as the ZoZo Bus’
USP: While the Bus and the ho-
tels you stay at during these
trips are all Zostel properties,
the itinerary they provide is on-
ly a rough guide — you are free to
sleep in, or chill at a café instead
of going hiking as suggested.

“It’s all very DIY,” says Gupta.
Over the years, they had noticed
how those staying at Zostels
around the country would most
likely ask for local recommenda-
tions once they got to a new
place. “We just standardised
that... it’s like a Zostel on
wheels.”

Currently, the starting point
for all these trips is Delhi. They
hope to expand to other parts of
the country too, perhaps with
Mumbai as their next port, for
trips to other ‘millennial-favou-
rite’ destinations like Goa and
Gokarna.

“The goal is to create the best
travel ecosystem around. We
will be customising the trips —
future buses will have converti-
ble bunk-beds, in-house pan-
tries and toilets, possible self-
drive options — all creating the
culture of camping and caravan-
ing in India,” Gupta concludes.

The next ZoZo Bus goes to Bir. More on
Zostel.com/escape/z0zo-bus
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Top of the charts

Booking.comss list of the fastest-growing
destinations within India, for the first half of
2019, reveals a few surprises

When we talk about fastest-grow-
ing destinations within India,
one wouldn’t immediately think
of places such as Tiruchi in Tamil
Nadu or Nedumbassery suburb
in Kerala. However, when Boo-
king.com did a deep-dive to ana-
lyse travel patterns in the first
half of 2019, these places, along
with Rishikesh, Varanasi, Chan-
digarh and Munnar, emerged in
the list of the fastest-growing des-
tinations in India.

ing India in the first half of 2019:
New Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Jaipur, Hyderabad, Ko-
chi, Pune, Kolkata and Agra.
@ Most popular destinations for
Indian travellers travelling within
India: Beyond the metro cities
like Delhi-NCR, Mumbai, Benga-
luru, Chennai, Hyderabad, Pune
and Kolkata, the destinations
that figured next in the line are
Jaipur, Kochi, Mysuru, Ahmeda-
bad, Ooty, Chan-

The study also

digarh, Coimba-

found that South
India topped the
list as a favourite
destination among
international tra-

The study found that
South India topped
the list as a favourite
destination among

tore,
Pondicherry, Ca-
langute and
Varanasi.

@ For travellers

vellers visiting In- . . from Asia, North
dia in the first half mternatl(,)r%a,l America, Europe
of the year. Some travellers visiting and Africa, cities
of the findings are: India such as Mumbai,

@ Fastest-growing

destinations in quarter one and
two of 2019: Rishikesh, Varanasi,
Chandigarh, Pune, Tiruchi, Palo-
lem, Nedumbassery, Jodhpur,
Coimbatore and Munnar.

@ Most popular destinations for
travellers from all countries visit-

ot ) g

Munnar is among the fastest-growing destinations within India = arp

Delhi, Bengalu-
ru, Chennai, Jaipur, and Kochi re-
mained popular.
® Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh
were popular places of travel for
travellers from South America,
North America, Europe and
Africa.
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Kohli, Dhawan stamp India’s superiority as the host goes 1-O up

Skipper de Kock leads from the front with a quick half-century but South Africa’s bowling proves ineffective
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Master of the chase. Virat I(ohll showcased his finishing skills yet again.
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SA IN INDIA

RAKESH RAO
MOHALI

A business-like chase script-
ed by Virat Kohli and Shikhar
Dhawan separated India and
South Africa by seven wick-
ets. More significant than the
margin of victory was how in-
effective the visitor’s attack
was made to look in the
chase of 150, culminating in
the penultimate over at the
PCA Stadium on Wednesday.

Having taken a 1-O lead
with a match to go in the
three-match T20 series, India
will have to be wary of being
a shade complacent when
the teams meet in Bengaluru.

Dhawan, before being bril-
liantly taken by a diving Da-
vid Miller — clearly the catch
of the match — at the long-on
fence, played his part during
the 6l1-run second-wicket
stand with Kohli.

Finishing the job

As is his wont, Kohli batted
with elan and ensured that
he finished the job. He
stroked the ball well, relied
more on rotating the strike
without missing an oppor-
tunity to hit the ball to the
ropes.

During Kohli’s unbeaten
52-ball 72, the standout
stroke was the six over back-
ward square-leg off Kagiso
Rabada’s 141-kmph delivery.

At the other end, Rishabh
Pant flopped with his offer-
ing to Tabraiz Shamsi at short
fine-leg, appearing more
careless than fearless.

Shreyas Iyer did just what
the situation demanded.

Earlier, put in to bat, South
Africa’s brightest phase was
provided by skipper Quinton
de Kock’s half-century. Once
he was dismissed, India kept
tightening the screws. The
hosts opted for variety in
spin, playing Ravindra Jade-
ja, Washington Sundar and

- Vinesh gets a medal at Worlds, finally

WRESTLING WORLDS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NUR-SULTAN (KAZAKHSTAN)

Indian wrestling had a lot to
celebrate on Wednesday as
Vinesh Phogat secured To-
kyo Olympics qualification
and won a bronze at the
World Championships here.
Pooja Dhanda put herself
one win away from her se-
cond medal, reaching the
semifinals in the 59kg cate-
gory with a gritty display.

End of a drought
Having endured a medal-
less run in three World
Championships before, Vi-
nesh finally ended the
drought by pinning Maria
Prevolaraki to win by fall in
the bronze-medal bout.
Earlier in the day, she had
held off World No.l Sarah
Ann Hildebrandt with some
superlative defence in her
second repechage round to
qualify for the 2020

Mahmudullah
does it for
Bangladesh

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
CHITTAGONG

Mahmudullah smashed 62
off 41 balls, with five sixes,
as Bangladesh posted 175
for seven and shot out Zim-
babwe for 136 in their T20
tri-series match on
Wednesday.

Liton Das gave Bangla-
desh a positive start with 38
off 22 balls before a mini
collapse saw the home side
reduced to 65 for three af-
ter it was asked to bat by
Zimbabwe captain Hamil-
ton Masakadza.

Mahmudullah put on 78
with Mushfiqur Rahim (32)
for the fourth wicket before
Zimbabwe struck back.

The scores: Bangladesh 175
for seven in 20 overs (Liton
Das 38, Mushfiqur Rahim 32,
Mahmudullah 62, Kyle Jarvis
three for 32) bt Zimbabwe
136 in 20 overs (Richmond
Mutumbami 54, Kyle Jarvis
27, Shafiul Islam three for 36).
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Reaping it rich: Vinesh Phogat landed her first-ever medal at the Worlds. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

Olympics.

“It is my first World
Championship medal and it
is a big thing to win a medal
at the Worlds,” Vinesh told
reporters. “I had changed

my weight category and in
just 10 months, I got this me-
dal. It is a thing of great hap-
piness for me. It is the big-
gest medal of my career till
now.”

Vinesh is only the fifth In-
dian woman wrestler to win
a Worlds medal after Alka
Tomar (2006), Geeta Phogat
(2012), Babita Phogat (2012)
and Pooja Dhanda (2018).

Panghal, Kaushik in medal rounds

Sanjeet and Kavinder make their exit in the quarterfinals

BOXING WORLDS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
EKATERINBURG (RUSSIA)

India was assured of an un-
precedented two medals at
the World men’s boxing
championships after Amit
Panghal (52kg) and Manish
Kaushik (63kg) entered the
semifinals of the marquee
event with impressive victo-
ries here on Wednesday.

While Asian Games and
championship gold-medallist
Panghal defeated Filipino
Carlo Paalam 4-1, Common-
wealth Games silver-medal-
list Kaushik got the better of
Brazil’s Wanderson de Olivei-
ra 5-0. Both the boxers
sealed their maiden world
medals.

Before this year, India had
never won more than one
bronze medal in a single edi-
tion of the world champion-
ship.

Easily done: Manish Kaushik proved too good for Brazil's
Wanderson de Oliveira. =SspECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The overall medal count
for the country stood at four
bronze medals claimed by
Vijender Singh (2009), Vikas
Krishan (2011), Shiva Thapa
(2015) and Gaurav Bidhuri
(2017).

However, Sanjeet (91kg), a
former India Open gold-me-
dallist, and fifth seed and
Asian silver-winner Kavinder

Singh Bisht (57kg) bowed out
after losing their respective
quarterfinals.

While Sanjeet went down
41 to Ecuador’s seventh-
seeded Julio Castillo Torres, a
Pan-American Games silver-
medallist, Bisht was beaten
by the reigning Common-
wealth Games champion Pe-
ter McGrail of England 5-0.

STAT & SPHERE

T20I matchin a

run-scorer in T20Is, surpassing Rohit

1India won its first 1I<ohli (2,4417) becomes the highest

bilateral series

(2,434)

against South Africa
at home

= Kohli (22) has the most 50s in T20ls
without a century

Kohli is currently .
lthe only batsman 22 Kohli

in international 13 Warner
cricket to have a 50- —
plus average in all 12 Stirling
the three formats! 11 Duminy

Tests: 53.14

Virat in run-chases

ODiIs: 60.31
T20Is: 50.85

= 30 innings; 1381 runs; Ave 81.23; 15
half-centuries

India captain lauds his bowlers

RAKESH RAO
MOHALI
Virat Kohli leading
successful run-chases is
nothing new. Obviously
filled with pride on
guiding the team home,
the India skipper credited
the bowlers for the
manner in which they
dragged South Africa back.
“The pitch was very
good and an outstanding
effort from the bowlers to
pull things back. As long as
they show character in
difficult situations, they
are going to present a
strong case for themselves
in the future. Lot of
positive signs for us and
they’ll get many more

games to prove their
mettle. They are going in
the right direction.”

About his role, Kohli
said, “It is a (matter of)
pride to play for my
country. Whatever it takes,
whichever format, to get
us across the line, I'll do
that. Adapting in different
formats is nothing but a
mindset of making your
team win. If you want to
win a game for your team,
you will find a way. That’s
the most important thing.
I never think for myself,
it’s always about what the
team needs. Test cricket,
one-day cricket... the will
should be to win the game
for your country.”

Quinton de kock hoped
for better things to follow
in the final T20 match in
Bengaluru. “We got off to a
good start and towards the
end they bowled pretty
well and they assessed the
conditions better than we
did. There was a lot of
pressure on some of the
new guys and I think they
did pretty well against this
world-class opposition.”

Dhawan happy

Shikhar Dhawan was
happy with the start to the
home season. “It was a
good start for all of us. I
was playing well, timing
the ball well and enjoying
myself.”

Krunal Pandya and keeping
Rahul Chahar out. In picking
the pacers, the left-armer
Khaleel Ahmed was ignored
with Deepak Chahar joining
Navdeep Saini and all-roun-
der Hardik Pandya, who re-
turned to the mix.
Interestingly, India tried
out five bowlers in the first
eight overs, with the sixth op-
tion Krunal bowling only the
14th! Overall, after facing the
early heat, the bowlers made
a strong comeback. The use
of slower deliveries helped

keep South Africa to a
sub-150 total.

The fall of four wickets in
the space of 36 deliveries and
41 runs reduced South Africa
from a promising 88 for one
to 129 for five. The last over
produced 16 runs, including
a six each to Dwaine Pretori-
us and Andile Phehlukwayo,
off Navdeep Saini to lift the
total.

After warming up with an
opening-over boundary off
Washington Sundar, de kock
welcomed Saini in the next

over with three successive
boundaries — past third man,
through extra-cover and to
midwicket.

Before Saini got his re-
venge in the 12th over, de
Kock hit four more fours and
reached his half-century in
style. The skipper’s blitzkrieg
provided his team the foun-
dation to keep an eye on the
average total of 185 on this
ground.

India’s comeback began
when Kohli caught his oppo-
site number with a running,

SCOREBOARD

SOUTH AFRICA
Reeza Hendricks ¢ Washington b
Deepak Chahar 6 (71b, 1x4),
Quinton de Kock c Kohli b Saini
52 (37b, 8x4), Temba Bavuma c
Jadeja b Deepak Chahar 49 (43b,
3x4, 1x6), Rassie van der Dussen
c &b Jadeja1(2b), David Miller b
Hardik 18 (15b, 1x6), Dwaine
Pretorius (not out) 10 (7b, 1x6),
Andile Phehlukwayo (not out) 8
(5b, 1x6); Extras (lb-5): 5; Total
(for five wkts. in 20 overs): 149.

FALL OF WICKETS
1-31 (Hendricks, 3.5), 2-88 (de
Kock, 11.2), 3-90 (van der Dus-
sen, 12.1), 4-126 (Bavuma, 17.1),
5-129 (Miller, 18.1).

INDIA BOWLING
Washington 3-0-19-0, Deepak
Chahar 4-0-22-2, Saini 4-0-
34-1, Jadeja 4-0-31-1, Hardik 4-
0-31-1, Krunal 1-0-7-0.

INDIA
Rohit Sharma lbw b Phehluk-
wayo 12 (12b, 2x6), Shikhar Dha-
wan ¢ Miller b Shamsi 40 (31b,
4x4, 1x6), Virat Kohli (not out)
72 (52b, 4x4, 3x6), Rishabh Pant
c Shamsi b Fortuin 4 (5b),
Shreyas lyer (not out) 16 (14b,
2x4); Extras (lb-2, w-5): 7; Total
(for three wkts. in 19 overs): 151.
FALL OF WICKETS

1-33 (Rohit, 3.5), 2-94 (Dhawan,
11.4), 3-104 (Pant, 13.4).

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING
Rabada 3-0-24-0, Nortje 3-0-
27-0, Phehlukwayo 3-0-20-1,
Pretorius 3-0-27-0, Shamsi 3-0-
19-1, Fortuin 4-0-32-1.

Toss: India; MoM: Kohli.

India won by seven wickets
with six balls to spare to lead the
three-match series 1-0.

tumbling catch. Soon, Jadeja
accepted a return catch to
send back Rassie van der
Dussen.

Barring de Kock, only
Temba Bavuma did his job af-
ter coming in at No. 3. Bavu-
ma showed a special liking to
the bowling of Hardik, hitting
him for a six in the eighth ov-
er and two successive boun-
daries in the 10th to grow in
confidence. However, he
failed to accelerate and even-
tually departed in the 18th
over.

Just reward for a determined grappler

Y.B. SARANGI

KOLKATA

Vinesh Phogat’s double
delight after securing an
Olympic quota place and
her maiden World
championships medal in
Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan, on
Wednesday was the
outcome of her sheer
determination, something
that would stand her in
good stead in the 2020
Games.

Because of her fabulous
track record and consistent
performance at elite events,
Vinesh’s achievements in
the 53kg might not surprise
many.

However, one can
understand the essence of
her success, considering
the tough competition —
including Rio Olympics
medallist Sofia Mattsson of
Sweden, 55 kg World
champion Muya Mukaida
from Japan and World No.1

and Worlds silver medallist
Sarah Hilderbrandt of the
USA - she faced. She
became not only the first
Indian wrestler to claim a
berth for the Tokyo Games,
but also the fifth woman
from the country to bag a
Worlds medal.

Vinesh, whose Olympics
dream was shattered in
2016 when she injured her
knee midway through a
bout in Rio, banked on her
resilience to make a strong
comeback and bag her
second Commonwealth
Games gold and the Asian
Games gold in 2018.

In the early part of the
2019, Vinesh seemed
vulnerable in certain
aspects of her game in the
Pro Wrestling League.

Participate more

“I am going to participate in
the as many competitions
as possible. Of course,

winning is the first priority,
but if I don’t win then I
would like to learn from my
mistakes. Even the smallest
change can help improve
my game a lot,” Vinesh had
told this reporter after
PWL. “I need to work on
my speed as well as
improving my lower
attack.”

Vinesh secured gold
medals in Grand Prix of
Spain, Yasar Dogu event in
Turkey and Poland Open.

In Nur-Sultan, one could
witness significant
improvement — quick
counter-attacks and better
defence - in her game.

Family affair

The 25-year-old, who
joined her cousin sisters
Geeta and Babita to form a
unique family club of
Worlds medalists, knows
that she has got the
potential to achieve greater

The Phogat file

= Fifth Indian woman wrestler
to win a World Championships
medal

= First Indian woman pugilist
to bag an Asian Games medal

= Only Indian woman wrestler
to clinch two Commonwealth
Games golds

= |s the cousin sister of
accomplished wrestlers Geeta
and Babita Phogat

heights and will rely on her
grit and ambition to pursue
that.

Napoli stuns Liverpool, Dortmund holds Barca

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

REUTERS
NAPLES

Liverpool began its Cham-
pions League title defence
with a 2-0 defeat away to Na-
poli, which scored two late
goals to decide a cagey en-
counter at the Stadio San
Paolo on Tuesday.

Dries Mertens scored from
the penalty spot with eight
minutes remaining after An-
dy Robertson tripped Jose
Callejon inside the box and
Napoli substitute Fernando
Llorente added a second in
stoppage time to put the re-
sult beyond doubt.

Juergen Klopp’s side be-
came the first competition
winner to lose the opening
game of its Champions
League defence since AC Mi-
lan was defeated by Ajax Am-
sterdam in 1994.

At London, Valencia gate-
crashed Frank Lampard’s
managerial bow in the Cham-

No doubt: Fernando Llorente came off the bench toadd a -
second in stoppage time for Napoli. =reuters

pions League by earning a
morale-boosting 1-0 win at
Chelsea after Ross Barkley
spurned a chance to equalise
by missing from the penalty
spot.

Spain forward Rodrigo
Moreno gave the visitor the
lead against the run of play in
the 74th minute of the Group
H game, getting the slightest
of touches on a free kick

from Dani Parejo to send the
ball into the roof of the net.

Chelsea continued to
threaten and was awarded a
penalty after a VAR review
spotted a handball by Valen-
cia defender Daniel Wass,
but Barkley sent the resulting
spot kick on to the crossbar
and over.

Borussia Dortmund hit the
woodwork and had a penalty

saved before drawing 0-O
with Barcelona in its Group F
opener, at Dortmund with
Lionel Messi making his first
appearance of the season for
the Spaniards.

Barca’s in-form 16-year-old
Ansu Fati became the club’s
youngest player to feature in
a UEFA competition when he
started.

He failed to make any real

impact before being replaced
by fit-again Messi just before
the hour mark.
The results: Napoli 2 (Mertens
82-pen, Llorente 90+2) bt Li-
verpool 0; Salzburg 6 (Haaland
2, 34, 45, Hwang 36, Szoboszlai
45+3, Ulmer 66) bt Genk 2 (Lu-
cumi 40, Samatta 52); Borussia
Dortmund O drew with Barce-
lona O; Benfica 1 (Seferovic 84)
lost to RB Leipzig 2 (Werner 69,
79); Chelsea O lost to Valencia 1
(Rodrigo 74); Ajax 3 (Promes
18, Alvarez 50, Tagliafico 62) bt
Lille O.

Inter Milan 1 (Barella 90+2)
drew with Slavia Praha 1 (Olay-
inka 63); Lyon 1 (Depay 51-pen)
drew with Zenit 1 (Azmoun 41).
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A big boost to my confidence: Lakshya

The 18-year-old shocked second seed Victor Svendsen to clinch the Belgian title

BADMINTON

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Rising Indian shuttler Laksh-
ya Sen is hoping to continue
the consistency that fetched
him the Belgian Open as he
looks to break into top 50 in
the World ranking, which
will help him qualify for big-
ger tournaments  next
season.

The 18-year-old from Al-
mora shocked second seed
Victor Svendsen of Denmark
in straight games to clinch
the men’s singles title at the
Belgian International Chal-
lenge last Saturday.

“I think I played consis-
tently well throughout the
week and I'm happy with my

The Lakshya file

Date of birth: 16/08/2001

Birthplace: Almora
(Uttarakhand)

World ranking (men's
singles): 67

BWF International
Challenge/Series titles (5):
Belgian Open, Tata Open,
India International Series (2),
Bulgarian Open

performance,” Lakshya, who
didn’t drop a single game
throughout the tournament,
said. “This win will give me
lots of confidence to do well
in the coming tournaments,”
he said.

“This year I can play more
tournaments than last year
in the senior circuit and I
hope to prepare well.”

Playing his first full-
fledged season in the senior
circuit, Lakshya had broken
into the top-100 in March
this year. The Belgian Open
win saw him jump 12 places
to grab the World No 67th
spot in the latest BWF
ranking.

Lakshya is currently in Eu-
rope playing in the Danish
League for Aarhus club.

2016: Won the all-India
ranking tournament, the
youngest to do so

2018: Silver, Youth Olympics
(Buenos Aires)

= Gold, Asian junior
tournament (Jakarta)

= Bronze, World junior
championship (Canada)

.- ﬂ
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India well placed to pick up the
remaining seven Olympic quotas

Asian Championship in Doha offers final chance

KAMESH SRINIVASAN
NEW DELHI

While India was happy top-
ping all the four World Cups
in rifle and pistol this season
in Delhi, Beijing, Munich
and Rio, power house China
was quietly collecting 25
Olympic quota places for To-
kyo 2020.

Interestingly, world lead-
er China’s supremacy, as
compared to nine Olympic
quota won by India so far,
should favour the Indian
shooters when they make a
final attempt for the Olympic
berths in the Asian Cham-
pionship in Doha, Qatar, in
November.

Bright chances

With China virtually out of
the race in most of the
events, having won maxi-
mum possible two quotas in
each event, and Korea with
12 quotas so far, India will
have bright chances to pick
up the remaining seven

U Mumba roars back

PKL

NANDAKUMAR MARAR
PUNE

Fazel Atrachali’s empty raid
was greeted with a roar by
the U Mumba fans as the
captain ran down the clock
and took his team to a rous-
ing 39-36 win over UP Yodd-
ha in their ProKabaddi
League match at the Balewa-
di indoor stadium on Wed-
nesday. The Iranian’s gui-
dance brought out the best
in fellow catcher Surinder
Singh and raider Abhishek
Singh in a thrilling
fightback.

Three all-outs, many Sup-
er Tackles, one Super Raid
amidst frayed tempers and
flying leaps resulted in an
exciting contest. Yoddha
was in charge before the de-
fenders cracked under pres-
sure. Three catchers went
out in an attempt to stop
Abhishek (11 points). Surin-
der’s bold tackles as right
cover earned him six points.

The decibel levels rose
when the second half start-

Olympic quotas that it is elig-
ible to win, in the rifle and
pistol events.

India has won the maxi-
mum possible two Olympic
quotas in women’s air rifle,
men’s air pistol and wo-
men’s air pistol.

Thus, it should not matter
much as to who shoots in
these events in the Asian
championship.

Of course, the Olympic
quota-winners Saurabh
Chaudhary and Abhishek
Verma in men’s air pistol,
Anjum Moudgil and Apurvi
Chandela in women’s air ri-
fle and Yashaswini Singh
Deswal and Manu Bhaker in
women’s air pistol, top the
averages.

A tussle

Following the last set of se-
lection trials, Sharvan Ku-
mar has risen to the third
spot in men’s air pistol, Ela-
venil stays world No. 3 and
the Indian No. 3 ahead of

ed with U Mumba one point
behind Yoddha. With two
all-outs in an action-packed
first half, both squads with
quality in their ranks raised
the tempo. Yoddha bounced
back from four players
down, Sachin Kumar man-
aged a Super Tackle and Su-
rinder returned the favour
with a crunching Super
Tackle.

Shrikant Jadhav and Rish-
ank Devadiga, taking on
former U Mumba team-
mates, did their bit before
being overshadowed by the
defence when an aggressive
Surinder stood out.

The Yoddha raiders and

catchers worked in tandem
right through the first half
before losing the plot. Both
teams remain in the race for
the playoffs.
The results: U Mumba 39
(Abhishek Singh 11, Arjun
Deshwal 7, Surinder Singh 6) bt
UP Yoddha 36 (Rishank Deva-
diga 9, Shrikant Jadhav 8).

Puneri Paltan 36 (Manjeet
11, Pankaj Mohite 8, Amit Ku-
mar 4) tied with Tamil Thalai-
vas 36 (Ajith Kumar 18, Rahul
Chaudhari 4, Shabeer Bapu 4).

In the thick of it: Surinder, right, shone for U Mumba.

CM
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Mehuli Ghosh in women’s
airrifle. It is a tussle between
Olympian Annu Raj Singh
and the 14-year-old Esha
Singh for the third spot in
women’s air pistol, as the
two are tied with an average
of 577.67.

Two-time Olympian Hee-
na Sidhu has slipped to the
16th spot with an average of
568.33 in air pistol.

The fact that Annu Raj fi-
gures third in women’s
sports pistol, behind quota-
winners Rahi Sarnobat and
Manu Bhaker, should see her
make the cut in that event,
along with Chinki Yadav and
Neeraj Kaur. For, there are
four Olympic quotas on offer
in sports pistol in Doha, and
India needs to add to the one
won by Rahi.

Equally, India will aspire
to win one or two Olympic
quotas from the four availa-
ble in the men’s 25-metre ra-
pid fire pistol.

—m— ——

R

TATA

Pugnacious Wade ever ready for a pay-back
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Looking ahead: The Belgian Open win helped Lakshya Sen jump 12 places in World rankings.
= FILE PHOTO: RITU RAJ KONWAR
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Sahal wants to become
the ‘[ndian Messi

He is one of the youngsters blooded into the national team

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Just seven matches old, mid-
fielder Sahal Abdul Samad
has already brought some
fresh air into the Indian foot-
ball team with his dribbling,
feints and turns.

Not surprisingly, the
youngster wants to mould
himself like Argentine maes-
tro Lionel Messi.

The 22-year-old from Kera-
la made an immediate im-
pact in his debut match
against Curacao in the King’s
Cup in June and within four
months, he has become the
midfield pivot of the Indian
team.

“I love dribbling, gunning
for a sprint and I love to do
that wherever I play. I love to
put through balls, penetrate
the defence, attack with the
ball. I'm a fan of Lionel Mes-
si, Iwatch him a lot and try to
learn as much as possible,”
Sahal said. “That’s my way of
playing.”

Sahal is one of the young-
sters blooded into the nation-
al team by new head coach
Igor Stimac. He showed his

The pivot: Midfielder Sahal Abdul Samad has impressed
with his dribbles and body feints. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

talent while turning out for
Indian Super League club
Kerala Blasters where he has
been playing for the last two
years. He did not, however,
make it to India’s final squad
for the Asian Cup in January.

Naturally, he is loving Sti-
mac’s possession-based foot-
ball, building from the back
with neat passes and smooth
transition to attacking.

“In modern football, it’s
all about keeping the ball and
making the opponent run
and get them tired. I, perso-

nally, and the whole team
like the brand of football
which we are playing,” said
the current Emerging Player
of the Year for both the AIFF
and the ISL.

“Supporters also continue
to cheer for us — everyone
has been enjoying our brand
of football, which is a positive
sign for us.”

Sahal said India can sur-
prise Oman in its own den
and hope for a berth in the
next round of the World Cup
Qualifiers.

The 'keeper-batsman lifted his team’s spirits with a typically Australian approach in the Ashes

S. DINAKAR
CHENNAI

With his scruffy appearance,
combativeness and a pen-
chant for exchanging words,
Matthew Wade is a “fair din-
kum Aussie”.

You can picture him on
the outback, living the hard
life. The 3l-year-old Wade,
when handed a lifeline dur-
ing an unforgettable Ashes
series, breathed life into this
Australian team.

It was not just about his
gutsy left-handed batting
against Jofra Archer’s ex-
treme pace or his two flam-
boyant Test hundreds under
pressure or his sharp reflex
catches close to the wicket.

Feisty approach
Wade brought with him a
feisty, typically Australian
approach, often getting un-
der the skin of the batsmen
with his chatter from short-
leg, or verbal duels with the
bowlers, without crossing
the line.

This was a refreshing

Advani in knockout stage

WORLD 6-RED

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MANDALAY (MYANMAR)
Top Indian cueist Pankaj Ad-
vani received top billing in
the knockout stage of the
IBSF World 6-Red Snooker
Championship here on
Wednesday.

Advani, who won the 150-
up format at the IBSF World
Billiards Championship last

week, had under a day to
switch to snooker.

The 34-year-old was the
only player in the champion-
ship to win all his group
matches without dropping a
frame.

He accounted for Myat
Thu of Myanmar, Michael
Schnabel of Germany and
Rajan Lama of Nepal in iden-
tical fashion beating them all
4-0.

Saketh and Jeevan enter
doubles quarterfinals

Ramkumar and partner advance in Glasgow

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
KAOHSIUNG, CHINESE TAIPEI
Saketh Myneni and Jeevan
Nedunchezhiyan combined
well to get past the Aussies
Alex Bolt and Jacob Grills
4-6, 6-4, 10-8 in the doubles
pre-quarterfinals of the
$162,480 Challenger tennis
tournament  here  on
Wednesday.

In the quarterfinals, the
Indian pair will play the
third seeded Taipei pair of
Cheng-Peng Hsieh and
Tsung-Hua Yang.

In the singles second
round, however, Sasi Kumar
Mukund was beaten 6-4, 6-1
by Marc Polmans.

Ramkumar Ramanathan
made the doubles quarterfi-
nals of the Challenger in
Glasgow, in partnership with
Marek Gengel of the Czech
Republic.

The results: $162,480 Challen-

ger, Kaohsiung, Chinese Taipei:
(second round): Marc Polmans
(Aus) bt Sasi Kumar Mukund
6-4, 6-1. Doubles (pre-quar-
terfinals): Saketh Myneni &
Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan bt
Alex Bolt & Jacob Grills (Aus)
4-6, 6-4, [10-8].

€ 46,600 Challenger, Glasgow,
United Kingdom: Doubles
(pre-quarterfinals): Marek
Gengel (Cze) & Ramkumar Ra-
manathan bt Scott Clayton &
Lloyd Glasspool (GBR) 7-5,
7-6(7).

$15,000 ITF men, Nanchang,
China: (first round): Prithvi
Sekhar bt Xian Yao Zhou (Chn)
4-6, 6-3, 6-4; Kaza Vinayak
Sharma bt Nitin Kumar Sinha
6-1, 6-3. Doubles (pre-quar-
terfinals): Luca Castelnuovo
(Sui) & Anirudh Chandrasekar
bt Nathasith Kunsuwan (Tha) &
Rukai Wang (Chn) 6-2, 7-6(7);
Poi Wattanakul (Tha) & Nitin
Kumar Sinha bt Xiaoyu He &
Changil Zhang (Chn) 6-2, 0-6,
[10-8]; Kosuke Ogura & Ryota
Tanuma (Jpn) bt Oleg Khotkov
(Ukr) & Tarun Anirudh Chilaka-

change from the Aussie
methods against India at
home when the side ap-
peared ‘soft’, treading the
safe path following Sandpa-
pergate, the effects of which
impacted Australia’s attack-
ing approach.

Yet, as Tim Paine’s Aussies
retained the Ashes with a 2-2
verdict in a gripping series,
Wade’s biggest contribution
was in injecting the team
with a dose of aggression.
The Aussies, sledging on oc-
casions, were their own
selves again without employ-
ing offensive language.

And Wade, the orchestra-
tor, was at the centre of it.

He was bound to be target-
ed by Archer. Wade, though,
displayed character, with-
standing a spell of brutal
pace and venom from Archer
during his counter-punching
hundred at the Oval.

He was peppered with the
short stuff, was struck on the
shoulder, but did not flinch.
When glared at by Archer, he
glared back.

However, the elimination
stages could pose a threat
for Advani as he is likely to
run into last year’s finalist
and a noteworthy competi-
tor Thanawat Tirapongpai-
boon of Thailand in the
quarterfinals.

Other Indians in the final
32 include Anuj Uppal, Adi-
tya Mehta, Laxnan Rawat,
Kamal Chawla and Pushpen-
der Singh.

lapudi 2-6, 6-3, [10-7].
$15,000 ITF men, Cairo, Egypt:
(first round): Simone Roncalli
(Ita) bt Aryan Goveas 6-2, 3-0
(retired).

$15,000 ITF men: Tabarka, Tu-
nisia (first round): Zachary Eis-
inga (Ned) bt Kabir Gupta 6-0,
6-0.

$15,000 ITF men, Antalya,
Turkey (first round): Michael
Vrbensky (Cze) bt Adil Kalyan-
pur 6-4, 6-1. Doubles (pre-
quarterfinals): Kelsey Steven-
son (Can) & Adil Kalyanpur bt
Gabriele Bosio & Carlo Alberto
Fossati (Ita) 6-2, 6-2.

$15,000 ITF men, Anning, Chi-
na: (first round): Meiqi Guo
(Chn) bt Soha Sadiqg 6-4, 6-1;
Zhibek Kulambayeva (Kaz) bt
Sowjanya Bavisetti 2-6, 6-3,
6-4. Doubles (pre-quarterfi-
nals): Oleksandra Oliynykova
(Cro) & Sowjanya Bavisetti bt
Eun Se Jang (Kor) & Nikita Ube-
roi (US) 6-2, 6-1.

$15,000 ITF women, Tabarka,
Tunisia: (first round): Alice
Amendola (Ita) bt Likhitha Ka-
lava 7-5, 7-5.
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Perfect riposte: Matthew Wade didn't flinch when glared at
by Jofra Archer, and returned the compliment. =GetTy IMAGES

Then followed the words.
Wade replied in kind.

Replying in kind
Wade isn’t the most accom-
plished of "keepers but coach
Justin Langer, who compre-
hends the value of having a
vocal fighter in the mix, was
spot on with his judgement.
Actually, these are good

days for wicketkeeper-bat-
smen.

Many feature in the eleven
as specialist batsmen. For in-
stance, England has the spi-
rited Jonny Bairstow don-
ning the gloves and the
free-stroking Jos Buttler ad-
ding weight to the middle-or-
der.

And the West Indies plays

the talented Shai Hope as a
pure batsman.

Sri Lanka has picked three
wicketkeeper-batsmen — Ku-
sal Perera, Kusal Mendis and
Niroshan Dickwella — in the
Test eleven with the last-
named wearing the gloves.

The influential Mushfiqur
Rahim and the promising Li-
ton Das join hands for
Bangladesh.

And the explosive Rishabh
Pant and the experienced Di-
nesh Karthik have featured
in the limited-over side as
specialist batsmen.

Natural ability

Factors in favour of ’keepers +

surfacing as specialist bat-
smen include their natural
ability to pick the length,
read bowlers’ hand, deciph-
er the pitch, bat-speed and
strong backfoot play.

Wicketkeeper-batsmen
are, generally, good cutters
and pullers.

And a street-fighter such
as Wade brings that precious
pugnacious streak with him.
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Today, STEP has reached over 12.5 lakh users and over 80 colleges.
We would like to thank our partners for placing their trust on us in the
journey to close the English skills gap in India. We are privileged to have
been chosen to make a positive change at your institution.

— Prof. A.Gandhi —

Dean, Saveetha Engineering College,
Chennai

“More than 80% of our students found the
STEP programme to be helpful. It not just
improved their overall communication skill;
it gave them the confidence to speak out
loud. They were at an intermediate level
and moved up 1.5 STEP levels after the

programme.”
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“Lack of communication skill was a major
hurdle we were facing in placement drives.
STEP training has been phenomenal and
our students have given us an excellent
feedback. We have tried several language
trainers, but our experience with STEP
stands apart. Coming from The Hindu
Group, quality is always guaranteed.”’
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Markram steadies a rocky South Africa-A

Saha, Dube and Saxena push India-A to a big score

TV PICKS

World wrestling: Sony Ten 3
& Sony ESPN (SD & HD), 4.30
p.m.

Asian Table Tennis Cham-
pionships: Star Sports Select
2 (SD & HD), 5 p.m.

PKL: Star Sports 1& 2 (SD &
HD), 7.30 p.m.

UEFA Europa League: Sony
Ten 1, 2 & Sony Six (SD & HD),
10.30 p.m.

Delhi squad
for Hazare
Trophy

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Delhi, on Wednesday,
named its line-up for the
Vijay Hazare cricket tour-
nament. Delhi will play its
matches in Baroda.
Rishabh Pant will play
the first two matches and
Navdeep Saini all the ten.
Shikhar Dhawan will join
the team from the third
match while Ishant Sharma
was not considered since
he has to undergo a rehab
for his shoulder injury.
The squad: Dhruv Shorey
(Capt.), Nitish Rana, Rishabh
Pant, Himmat Singh, Hiten
Dalal, Kunal Chandela, Lalit
Yadav, Pawan Negi, Navdeep
Saini, Subodh Bhati, Kulwant
Khejroliya, Manan Sharma,
Kunwar Bhiduri, Vikas Tokas,
Tejas Baroka and Anuj Rawat.

Kunal keeps
winning

SPORTS BUREAU

LUDHIANA

Kunal Anand stretched his
progress from the qualify-
ing rounds into the semifi-
nals with a fighting 4-6, 6-1,
6-3 victory over former Na-
tional champion Mohit
Mayur in the ¥250,000 Al-
TA men’s ranking tennis
tournament at the Harvest
Tennis Academy, Jassowal,
on Wednesday.

In the semifinals, the top
seeded Kunal will face Su-
raj Prabodh who put out
another former National
champion Dalwinder Singh
in straight sets.

The other semifinal will
feature Jatin Dahiya against
second seed Ishaque
Eqbal.

Mohit Mayur made the
doubles final with Ishaque
Eqgbal and will challenge
the Sood twins, Chandril
and Lakshit.

The results:

Singles (quarterfinals): Kunal
Anand bt Mohit Mayur 4-6,
6-1, 6-3; Suraj Prabodh bt
Dalwinder Singh 7-5, 6-3; Ja-
tin Dahiya bt Shashank Theer-
tha 6-4, 6-2; Ishaque Egbal bt
Lakshya Gupta 6-1, 6-0.
Doubles (semifinals): Mohit
Mayur & Ishaque Egbal bt
Shashank Theertha & Taha
Kapadia 7-6(3), 4-6, [10-4];
Chandril Sood & Lakshit Sood
bt Anurag Nenwani & Yash Ya-
dav 6-3, 3-6, [10-7].

Jharkhand
‘Spins’ into
last eight

SPORTS BUREAU
PASIGHAT (ARUNACHAL)
Railways, Madhya Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pra-
desh, Odisha, Jharkhand,
Manipur, and Arunachal
Pradesh progressed to the
quarterfinals of the senior
women’s National football
on Wednesday.

Railways dominated
Group A and MP led Group
B, both with seven points
each. Tamil Nadu (Group C)
maintained a 100% record,
along with Odisha (Group
E), Manipur (Group G) and
Arunachal (Group H). Hi-
machal was the table top-
per in Group D with one
win, while Jharkhand quali-
fied from Group F.

Jharkhand’s berth in the
last eight was decided by a
spin of coin after it was tied
on points and goal diffe-
rence with Punjab in Group
F. The number of wins, loss-
es and draws were also the
same, and the two teams al-
so conceded and scored an
equal number of goals!

No decision on head-to-
head could be made either
as the two were involved in
a 1-1 draw. No yellow or red
cards were registered in
their matches either.

Jharkhand proved lucky
at the toss and progressed
to the quarterfinals.

CM
K

SA-A IN INDIA

ASHWIN ACHAL
MYSURU

A confident Aiden Markram
(83 batting, 140b, 12x4) held
firm even as South Africa-A
crumbled against India-A on
the second day of the second
‘Test’, at SDNR Wadiyar Sta-
dium here on Wednesday.

South Africa-A limped to
159 for five, 258 runs behind
India-A’s first innings total of
417.

Markram, part of the se-
nior Test side to face India,
made maximum use of va-
luable match practice. He
was confident from the start,
planting his front foot for-
ward and driving through
the line. He was severe on
left-arm chinaman bowler
Kuldeep Yadav, smashing
him through the cover re-
gion regularly.

Markram received good
support from fellow Test
team member Theunis de
Bruyn, the duo adding 82
runs for the second wicket.
de Bruyn looked fluent in his
54-ball 41, until he was cas-
tled by left-arm spinner
Shahbaz Nadeem.

Senuran Muthusamy fell
to terrible shot selection, at-
tempting a reverse sweep to
Kuldeep with only around 10
overs left for close of play.
Kuldeep had another scalp,
when Heinrich Klaasen’s up-
pish drive resulted in a sim-
ple caught and bowled
catch.

Earlier, contributions
from Wriddhiman Saha (60,

Riya too good for Saumrita

ASIAN U-14 TENNIS

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Riya Sachdeva outplayed se-
venth seed Saumrita Jagat-
deo Verma 6-1, 6-2 in the
girls’ quarterfinals of the
Asian under-14 grade-A ten-
nis tournament at the DLTA
Complex on Wednesday.

In the semifinals, Riya will
play Nandini Dixit who con-
tinued well after beating the
top seed Maria Breidy of Le-
banon in the earlier round,
with a smooth win over Sa-
miksha Dabas.

The other semifinal will
feature second seed Pari
Singh, who broke little sweat
in dismissing Jeetesh Kuma-
ri, and the gutsy fourth seed
Shruti Ahlawat.

In the boys’ section, Yu-
van Nandal overcame spells
of lack of concentration to
outhit Manas Dhamne 6-2,
6-2. Yuvan was able to coun-
ter the sharp game of Manas

Doing his bit: India-A skipper Wriddhiman Saha played his part with a half-century. =c.r. saMPATH KUMAR

126b), Shivam Dube (68, 84b)
and Jalaj Saxena (48 not out,
105b) pushed India-A to a big
score. Karun Nair, 78 over-
night, could not add to his
tally, falling to a loose drive
outside off.

Saha was compact, but
was taken out leg-before to
an inswinger from pacer Ver-
non Philander. Dube was his
usual attacking self, chanc-
ing his arm to anything wide.
His luck ran out when he
slashed a full and wide one
from fast bowler Wiaan Mul-

| -

In full focus: Riya Sachdeva who made the girls' semifinals.

who had put out the top
seed Rushil Khosla in the se-
cond round.

In the semifinals, Yuvan
will face Ayushmaan Arjeria
who beat the fourth-seeded
Iranian, Amirali Ghavam.

The other semifinal will
be between Agriya Yadav
and Vitin Rathee.

The results (quarterfinals):

L

“

der to slip.

Umesh Yadav (24, 13b,
2x4, 2x6) entertained the
small crowd, going after the
bowlers with impunity. Left-
arm spinner Muthusamy was
at the receiving end, his
flighted deliveries greeted
with mighty heaves over
mid-wicket. Offspinner Dane
Peidt and Mulder emerged as
the most successful bowlers
with three wickets each.

The score: India-A — 1st in-
nings: Abhimanyu Easwaran
lbw b Ngidi 5, Shubman Gill c
Muthusamy b Sipamla 92, Pri-

Boys: Yuvan Nandal bt Manas
Dhamne 6-2, 6-2; Ayushmaan
Arjeria bt Amirali Ghavam (Iri)
6-3, 6-2; Vitin Rathee bt Tejas
Ahuja 6-4, 6-1; Agriya Yadav bt
Vansh Nandal 6-2, 6-1.

Girls: Nandini Dixit bt Samiksha
Dabas 6-1, 6-2; Riya Sachdeva
bt Saumrita Jagatdeo Verma
6-1, 6-2; Shruti Ahlawat bt Mil-
lee Chug 6-1, 6-1; Pari Singh bt
Jeetesh Kumari 6-1, 6-0.

Thailand expected to score

MYSURU: Thailand, who has been
well prepared, is expected to score
in the Raghulal Mysore 1000
Guineas (1,600m), the first classic of
the season to be held on Thursday.
There will be no false rails.

S. HAJEE MEMORIAL PLATE (Div.

11), 1,400m), rated 00 to 25, 1-30
pm: 1. Eco Friendly (4) Arshad 60.5,
2. Blackhawk (9) S. Shareef 59.5, 3.
Honey Trap (12) John 59, 4. The Im-
poster (5) L. Prashant 57.5, 5. Sen-
ator (6) Ramandeep Bal 57, 6. Able
Master (10) Darshan 56.5, 7. Dont-
breaktherules (3) Chetan G 56, 8.
Lady Diana (8) K. Raghu 56, 9.
Majestic Rajkumari (1) Janardhan P
56, 10. Phoenix Reached (11) T.S.
Jodha 55.5, 11. Jersey Storm (2)
Jagadeesh 55 and 12. Swiss Tigress
(7) Rajesh K 53.
1. ECO FRIENDLY, 2. HONEY TRAP, 3.
JERSEY STORM.

SIDAPUR PLATE (Div. II),
(1,400m), rated 20 to 45, 2-00: 1.
Chula Vista (8) John 60, 2. Hidden
Soldier (6) K. Raghu 60, 3. Jayad-
ratha (3) Neeraj 60, 4. Ashwa

Vikrant (1) N. Jodha 59, 5. Cuban
Pete (4) Akshay K 59, 6. Kazuri (2)
Rajesh K 59, 7. Nagada (12) Sai Ku-
mar 59, 8. Girl With Pearl (10) Ar-
shad 58.5, 9. Romantica (9) H. Rahul
57.5,10. Savage Kingdom (7) Shiva K

'y

To no avail: M. Sreeshankar's father-cum-coach S. Murali had

57.5, 11. Memoriter (11) Chetan K
56.5 and 12. Snow Queen (5) T.S.
Jodha 54.

1. CUBAN PETE, 2. MEMORITER, 2.
CHULA VISTA.

S. HAJEE MEMORIAL PLATE (Div.

1), (1,400m), rated 0O to 25, 2-
30: 1. Desert Angel (12) Noornabi
62.5, 2. Spiritualqueen (8) N. Jodha
62.5, 3. Ultimate Power (6) Darshan
62, 4. King Star (7) Madhu Babu
61.5, 5. Declarationoflove (11) Arshad
61, 6. Happy Dancing (10) Nazerul
61, 7. Legend Is Back (3) R. Pradeep
60.5, 8. Shaktiman (5) S. Shiva Ku-
mar 60, 9. Bazinga (4) K. Raghu
59.5, 10. Good Word (9) S. Shareef
59.5, 11. Indian Brahmos (2) T.S.
Jodha 59.5 and 12. Cherie Amour (1)
Rajesh K 58.
1. ULTIMATE POWER, 2. DESERT AN-
GEL, 3. SHAKTIMAN.

ORIGINAL VEL B. ASHOK KUMAR

MEMORIAL TROPHY (1,200m),
rated 40 to 65, 4-y-0 & over, 3-00: 1.
Stormy Atlantic (3) Chetan G 62.5, 2.
Murcilago (4) S. Shareef 62, 3. Swiss
Pearl (2) Rajesh K 61.5, 4. Royal
Command (8) Neeraj 58.5, 5. Class
Above (7) Arshad 57.5, 6. Brabourne
(12) Kiran Rai 56, 7. Magnum Opus
(10) Chotu Jaiswar 56, 8. Turf Le-
gend (1) C. Umesh 56, 9. Thea’s Gift
(6) Ramandeep Bal 55, 10. Aliboxer

drawn praise from chief coach, but it wasn't enough. =riLe
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(5) Shivnath P 54.5, 11. Unimagin-
able (9) Shiva Kumar 52 and 12. Dare
The Don (11) Sai Kiran 51.

1. CLASS ABOVE, 2. ROYAL COM-
MAND, 3. STORMY ATLANTIC.

GOOL & SOLI POONAWALLA ME-
MORIAL TROPHY (1,200m), rated
60 & above, 3-30: 1. Star Of Thea (8)
K. Raghu 63.5, 2. Gran Paradiso (3)
Srinath 57, 3. Air Command (10)
Antony 56.5, 4. Castaway (6) Dar-
shan 56, 5. Blue Blazer (5) Kiran Rai
55.5, 6. Side Winder (12) Akshay K
55.5, 7. Breaking Bounds (9) A. Im-
ran 55, 8. King T’Chala (4) Yash 53,
9. Intense Suspense (2) Sai Kiran
52.5,10. War Hero (11) Trevor 52, 11.
Dont Trust Anyone (1) Rajesh K 51
and 12. El Tycoon (7) Shiva Kumar
50.5.
1. BREAKING BOUNDS, 2. AIR COM-
MAND, 3. WAR HERO.

RAGHULAL MYSORE 1000
GUINEAS (1,600m), 3-y-o fillies,
(Terms), 4-00: 1. Abira (2) Neeraj 56,
2. Bostonia (4) Akshay K 56, 3. Cos-
mic Ray (1) Suraj 56, 4. Lady Of Lux-
ury (3) Srinath 56, 5. Rorito (6)
Sandesh 56 and 6. Thailand (5) Tre-
vor 56.
1. THAILAND, 2. COSMIC RAY.

SIDAPUR PLATE (Div. 1),
(1,400m), rated 20 to 45, 4-30: 1.
Black Whizz (3) T.S. Jodha 61, 2. Be-

Sreeshankar’s

AT

TICS

STAN RAYAN
KOCHI
He is one of India’s most
consistent athletes, the na-
tional record holder and
one with potential to reach
the final at next week’s
World Athletics Champion-
ships.

But M. Sreeshankar will
be going to Doha without his

Pay Pay
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yank Panchal c de Bruyn b Mul-
der 6, Karun Nair ¢ Klaasen b
Mulder 78, Wriddhiman Saha
lbw b Philander 60, Shivam
Dube c de Bruyn b Mulder 68,
Jalaj Saxena (not out) 48, Kul-
deep Yadav lbw b Piedt 2, Shah-
baz Nadeem c de Bruyn b Piedt
11, Umesh Yadav (run out) 24,
M. Siraj b Piedt O, Extras (nb-2,
b-14, |b-7): 23; Total (in 123 ov-
ers): 417.

Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-31, 3-
166, 4-239, 5-286, 6-349, 7-
356, 8-374, 9-409.

South Africa-A bowling: Phi-
lander 19-3-45-1, Ngidi 18-3-
63-1, Mulder 22-7-47-3, Sipam-

India swamps
Turkmenistan
in opener

FOOTBALL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
TASHKENT

Sridarth scored a brace as
India registered a convinc-
ing 5-0 win over Turkme-
nistan in its opening match
at the AFC U-16 Champion-
ship qualifiers here on
Wednesday.

Shubho Paul, Taison
Singh and substitute Hi-
manshu Jangra were the
other scorers.

Both sides had a go at

each other in the opening
exchanges. While Anish
Mazumder and Singson
held off the Turkmen at-
tack, the combination of
Pritam and Taison, down
the right flank, looked
dangerous for India.
The result: India 5 (Sridarth 2,
Shubho Paul, Taison Singh,
Himanshu Jangra) bt Turkme-
nistan O.

nediction (12) Irvan 60.5, 3. Cav-
arozzi (5) C. Umesh 60, 4. Decisive
(9) Nazerul 59.5, 5. Tanoura (10)
Darshan 59, 6. Nagarjuna (4) R. Pra-
deep 58.5, 7. Propine (8) S. Shiva Ku-
mar 58.5, 8. Rajveer (2) M.
Prabhakaran 57.5, 9. Kingsfield (1)
Yash 57, 10. Scarlet Princess (7) Sai
Kiran 57, 11. Defender (11) A. Imran
56.5 and 12. Grand Reward (6)
Dhebe 55.

1. DEFENDER, 2. KINGSFIELD, 3.
CAVAROZZI.

T. DOUGALL MEMORIAL PLATE

(1,600m), rated 20 to 45, 5-y-0 &
over, 5-00: 1. Sufficient Proof (10) H.
Rahul 61, 2. Carnival Express (8) S.
Shareef 60, 3. Momotaro (1) Madhu
Babu 59.5, 4. Tashkent (2) A. Imran
57.5, 5. Even Money (3) H.M Akshay
54.5, 6. Star Holiday (5) Chetan G
54.5, 7. Vijaya Arjun (9) C. Umesh
54, 8. Veni Vidi Vici (6) T.S. Jodha
52.5, 9. Pikachu (7) Jagadeesh 52
and 10. Eudora (4) Irvan 51.

1. TASHKENT, 2. VENI VIDI VICI, 3.
EDUORA.

Day’s best: THAILAND.

Double: CUBAN PETE — BREAKING
BOUNDS.

JKt: 4, 5,6,7 and 8; Tr (i): 1, 2 and 3;
(i): 3, 4 and 5; (iii): 6, 7 and 8.

coach Murali

father and coach S. Murali.

“They have not put me in
the team. It’s okay, I will try
to book my own tickets and
go to Doha.

Watching from the
stands

But since it’s the World
championships, I can only
watch him from the stands, I
hope I can manage a seat
near the long jump area,”
Murali, who has helped

la 21-2-77-1, Piedt 29-4-78-3,
Muthusamy 14-0-86-0.

South Africa-A — 1st innings:
Aiden Markram (not out) 83,
Pieter Malan c Saha b Siraj 6,
Theunis de Bruyn b Kuldeep 41,
K. Zondo lbw b Nadeem 5, Sen-
uran Muthusamy b Kuldeep 12,
Heinrich Klaasen c&b Kuldeep
2, W. Mulder (not out) 9, Extras
(nb-1): 1; Total (for five wickets
in 46 overs): 159.

Fall of wickets: 1-20, 2-102, 3-
118, 4-136, 5-142.

India-A bowling: Umesh 7-1-
38-0, Siraj 5-0-27-1, Nadeem
18-2-41-2, Kuldeep 15-2-51-2,
Saxena 1-0-2-0.

Spinners hold the
key: Philander

The Proteas pacer says new ball
bowlers have to deliver

ASHWIN ACHAL
MYSURU

South African seamer Ver-
non Philander believes that
spinners hold the key in the
upcoming Test series
against India. But that is not
to say that fast bowlers have
no role to play.

Philander, who is getting
a measure of Indian condi-
tions by turning out for
South Africa-A here, stated,
“the pitches for the Tests
will be spinner-friendly.
There’s no doubt about that.
Our spinners will have to
step up.

“Having said that, the
seamers will be used in
short bursts, so we will have
to make an impact. Taking
wickets with the new ball is
important, as this will set up
the game nicely for the spin-
ners. It will be hard work for
the pacers, but I'm looking
forward to it.”

The first of three Tests
commences at Visakhapat-
nam on October 2. The inex-
perienced South African
spin attack — comprising of
Keshav Maharaj, Senuran
Muthusamy and Dane Piedt
— has a big challenge ahead.

Praise for Rabada

On the pace front, Philander
will miss his long-time new
ball partner, Dale Steyn,
who recently retired from
Test cricket. Philander stat-
ed that he shared a “long

Sindhu, Kashyap and
Sai Praneeth advance

Saina Nehwal makes her exit

CHINA OPEN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANGZHOU (CHINA)

Reigning world champion P.
V. Sindhu sailed into the
pre-quarterfinals with a con-
vincing win over former
Olympic gold-medallist Li
Xuerui but Saina Nehwal
crashed out of the China
Open Super 1000 tourna-
ment here on Wednesday.

In the men’s section, Sai
Praneeth and Parupalli
Kashyap also progressed to
the second round after
notching up contrasting
opening-round wins.

Ashwini Ponnappa and N.
Sikki Reddy too found a
place in the pre-quarterfi-
nals after crossing the open-
ing hurdle.

Replicating her World
championship form, Sindhu
produced another strong
performance to get the bet-
ter of the currently 20th-
ranked Chinese 21-18, 21-12
in just 34 minutes.

Saina lost 21-10, 21-17 at
the hands of Busanan Ong-
bamrungphan in 44 mi-
nutes.

Tough going
In men’s singles, Praneeth

had to battle for an 72 mi-
nutes to get past Thailand’s
Suppanyu Avihingsanon 21-
19, 21-23, 21-14, while Kash-
yap beat France’s Brice Le-
verdez 21-12, 21-15.

In women’s doubles, Ash-
wini Ponnappa and N. Sikki
Reddy too crossed the open-
ing hurdle after their oppo-
nents Chinese Taipei’s
Cheng Chi Ya and Lee Chih
Chen retired while lagging
21-13, 11-8.

The men’s pair of Manu
Attri and B. Sumeeth Reddy
crashed out after losing 21-
15, 21-15 to Indonesian se-
cond seeds Mohammad Ah-
san and Hendra Setiawan.
The results (first round):
Singles: Men: B. Sai Praneeth
bt Suppanyu Avihingsanon
(Tha) 21-19, 21-23, 21-14; P.
Kashyap bt Brice Leverdez
(Fra) 21-12, 21-15.

Doubles: Mohammad Ahsan &
Hendra Setiawan (Ina) bt Manu
Attri & B. Sumeeth Reddy 21-
15, 21-15.

Women: P.V. Sindhu bt Li Xue-
rui 21-18, 21-12; Busanan Ong-
bamrungphan bt Saina Nehwal
21-10, 21-17. Doubles: Ashwini
Ponnappa & N. Sikki Reddy bt
Cheng Chi Ya & Lee Chih Chen
(Tpe) 21-13, 11-8.

Mixed doubles: Mark Lamsfuss
& Isabel Herttrich (Ger) bt Pra-
naav Jerry Chopra & N. Sikki
Reddy 21-12, 23-21.

Sreeshankar to his national
record effort of 8.20m late
last year, told The Hindu on
Wednesday.

A few months ago, Chief
National Coach Bahadur
Singh said Murali had done
an excellent job with Sreesh-
ankar and picked the young-
ster as a medal prospect in
the 2024 Olympics.

That is why the Athletics
Federation of India (AFI) al-
lowed the Kerala athlete to

Easy one: P.V. Sindhu produced a strong performance to
down Li Xuerui. =FiLe PHOTO: PTI

not included for Worlds

train with Murali, a former
triple jump international, at
his base in Palakkad.

Good performance

“There will be somebody to
look after him in Doha,
Sreeshankar will come up
with a good performance,”
said Bahadur on Wednes-
day. Volker Herrmann, the
AFT’s new high performance
director, will likely be guid-
ing the long jumper in Doha.
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Philander. =G.p. sAMPATH KUMAR
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Rabadaisa
world-class bowler.
He is a wonderful
prospect for South
Africa

and wonderful partnership”
with Steyn, and that the
South Africans have found a
more than able replacement
in Kagiso Rabada.

“Rabada is a world-class
bowler. He is a wonderful
prospect for South Africa,”
Philander, who has played
58 Tests, said.

As the most experienced
member of the bowling at-
tack, Philander takes on the
role of mentor. “Rabada and
[ will lead the attack. But my
role will go a little further
than being just the new ball
bowler. We will sit and work
out plans for each batsman,
as well as the conditions.”

Indian men
finish fifth;
win gold in
First Division
S

The Indian men’s team
blanked Hong Kong 3-0 in
the playoff match for the
fifth and sixth positions in
the Champions Division of
the ITTF-ATTU Asian table
tennis championships here
on Wednesday.

India claimed the gold in
the First Division, blanking
Iran 3-0 in the final.

G. Sathiyan was the lone
Indian who did not lose a
single match in the team
event.

The results:

Champions Division: India bt
Hong Kong 3-0 (A. Sharath
Kamal bt Lam Siu Hang 9-11,
11-6, 7-11, 11-7, 11-7; A. Amal-
raj bt NG Pak Nam 9-11, 11-4,
11-6, 11-7; G. Sathiyan bt
Kwan Man Ho 11-5, 11-13, 11-7,
14-12).

First Division: Final: India bt
Iran 3-0 (Sharath bt Amin Ah-
madin 11-5, 9-11, 11-6, 11-6;
Sathiyan bt Air Hossein Ho-
daei 6-11, 11-4, 10-12, 11-7, 12-
10.

Amaraj bt Noshad Alami-
yan 18-16, 5-11, 11-9, 6-11,
11-9).

Hima out of
Worlds

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Athletics Federation of
India (AFI) finally con-
firmed that Hima Das will
not take part in the World
Championships in Doha
next week.“Unfortunately,
400m athlete Hima Das will
not compete at the Worlds
due to a back injury,” the
AFI tweeted on Wednesday.

Rawat scalps
seven

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Nitish Rawat’s brilliant
spell of seven for 13 helped
PGDAV beat Bhim Rao Am-
bedkar by 24 runs in the
Dweepinder Singh Bola
memorial inter-collegiate
cricet touramet at the Khal-
sa College ground.

Nitish ~ was

man-of-the-match.
The scores: PGDAV 154 in 42
overs (Mukul Khatri three for
28) bt Bhim Rao Ambedkar
130 in 38.3 overs (Prateek 52,
Vishesh Kumar 30, Nitish Ra-
wat seven for 13).
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U2 to make
India debut in
December

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

Counted among the
world’s most popular rock
bands, U2, featuring Bono
(in picture), The Edge, Lar-
ry Mullen and Adam Clay-
ton, will make their India
debut in December with a
concert in Mumbai.

The Irish band will con-
clude their U2: The Joshua
Tree Tour, which pays tri-
bute to their fifth studio al-
bum, The Joshua Tree
(1987), on December 15 at
D.. Patil Stadium.

Kicking off the tour in
Auckland, the band will
perform in Australia, Sin-
gapore, Japan, South Ko-
rea, Philippines and India.

General tickets will go
on sale beginning October
1at noon.

2 ot 3 child deaths due to malnutrition’

Analysis of health data finds that Assam, Bihar, Rajasthan and U.P. are the most affected States

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

Two-thirds of the 1.04 mil-
lion deaths in children under
five years in India are still at-
tributable to malnutrition,
according to the first com-
prehensive estimate of dis-
ease burden due to child and
maternal malnutrition and
the trends of its indicators in
every State from 1990.

The report states that the
disability-adjusted life year
(DALY) rate attributable to
malnutrition in children va-
ries 7-fold among the States
and is highest in Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and As-
sam, followed by Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Od-
isha, Nagaland and Tripura.

The report was published
on Wednesday in The Lancet
Child & Adolescent Health by
the India State-Level Disease
Burden Initiative. The report
says the overall under-five
death rate and the death rate
due to malnutrition has de-
creased substantially from
1990 to 2017, but malnutri-
tion is still the leading risk
factor for death in children
under five years, and is also
the leading risk factor for dis-
ease burden for all ages con-

Diet trouble

Map shows
disability-adjusted
life years (DALY)
attibutable to
malnutrition in
children below
5 years of age in
2017

= One DALY can be
thought of as one lost
year of "healthy" life

= Children in Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra
and Sikkim are the least
affected

SOURCE: LANCET
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sidered together in most
States.

The malnutrition trends
over about three decades re-
ported in this paper utilised
all available data sources
from India, which enable
more robust estimates than
the estimates based on single
sources that may have more
biases.

The India State-Level Dis-
ease Burden Initiative is a
joint initiative of the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), Public Health Foun-
dation of India, and Institute
for Health Metrics and Eval-
uation in collaboration with

the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare along with
experts and stakeholders as-
sociated with over 100 In-
dian institutions, involving
many leading health scien-
tists and policy makers from
India.

Vinod K. Paul, member,
NITI Aayog, said that the go-
vernment is now intensifying
its efforts to address the is-
sue of malnutrition across
the country. “State govern-
ments are being encouraged
to intensify efforts to reduce
malnutrition and undertake
robust monitoring to track
the progress,” he said.

Balram Bhargava, Direc-
tor General, ICMR said: “The
National Institute of Nutri-
tion, an ICMR institute, and
other partners are setting in
place mechanisms to ensure
that there is more data avail-
able on malnutrition in the
various States which will
help monitor progress. The
findings reported in the pap-
er published today highlight
that there are wide varia-
tions in the malnutrition sta-
tus between the States. It is
important therefore to plan
the reduction in malnutri-
tion in a manner that is suita-
ble for the trends and con-
text of each State.”

Low birth weight

Senior author of the paper
Lalit Dandona, also director
of the India State-Level Dis-
ease Burden Initiative, ex-
plained that the study re-
ports that malnutrition has
reduced in India, but conti-
nues to be the predominant
risk factor for child deaths,
underscoring it importance
in addressing child mortali-
ty. “It reveals that while it is
important to address the
gaps in all malnutrition indi-
cators, low birth weight

needs particular policy at-
tention in India as it is the
biggest contributor to child
death among all malnutri-
tion indications and its rate
of decline is among the low-
est. Another important reve-
lation is that overweight
among a subset of children is
becoming a significant pu-
blic health problem as it is in-
creasing rapidly across all
States,” he said.

Soumya Swaminathan,
chief scientist at the World
Health Organisation and first
author on this paper, noted
that the study findings have
highlighted where efforts
need to be intensified.

“For substantial improve-
ments across the malnutri-
tion indicators, States will
need to implement an inte-
grated nutrition policy to ef-
fectively address the broader
determinants of under-nutri-
tion across the life cycle. Fo-
cus will be needed on major
determinants like provision
of clean drinking water, re-
ducing rates of open defeca-
tion, improving women’s
educational status, and food
and nutrition security for the
most vulnerable families,”
she explained.

Shyam Ramsay, who made cult horror films, dies at 67

He was one of the
7 Ramsay brothers
of Bollywood

NAMRATA JOSHI
MUMBAI
Filmmaker Shyam Ramsay
passed away in Mumbai on
Wednesday. He was 67 and
suffering from pneumonia.
The Ramsay Brothers — the
late Tulsi and Shyam, Kumar,
Keshu, Arjun, Gangu and Ki-
ran — produced a series of
cult horror films through the
1970s to the 1990s.

Tulsi and Shyam Ramsay

were the leaders of the pack
that altered the depiction of
horror in Hindi cinema and
provided it a new milepost
with Do Gaz Zameen Ke
Neeche in 1972.

Till then, horror in Hindi
cinema was largely to do
with the supernatural, mys-
terious apparitions in white,
and the theme of reincarna-
tion in films like Mahal, Woh
Kaun Thi?, Mera Saaya, Bees
Saal Baad, Gumnaam and
Kohra. The Ramsays lent it a
new, robust but unapologeti-
cally low brow, popular but
low budget, B grade sensibil-

Shyam Ramsay

ity that made them insepara-
ble from the genre.

Tulsi and Shyam might
have jointly done the direc-
torial duties but the films be-
longed to and were made
with the support of the en-

tire Ramsay family a.k.a. the
Ramsay House of Horror.
“Every few months over
the next two decades, cast
and crew alike would be
packed into buses and tran-
sported to the outskirts of
Bombay for filming. Here,
brothers Shyam and Tulsi
Ramsay would dispatch di-
rectorial duties; brother Ku-
mar would write the scenes
while brother Gangu would
lens them; Kiran Ramsay was
usually in charge of sound
and Arjun in charge of pro-
duction; meanwhile, Mother
Ramsay would cook for eve-

ryone,” writes Kartik Nair in
his essay ‘Fear on Film: The
Ramsay Brothers and Bom-
bay’s Horror Cinema’ in the
Sarai Reader.

Terror on TV
Do Gaz Zameen Ke Neeche
was followed by Purana
Mandir, Bandh Darwaza,
Sannata, Tehkhana, Veera-
na, Dak Bangla, Purani Ha-
veli, Saamri, Dahshat and
many an episode of the Zee
Horror Show, the popular
TV programme that ran bet-
ween 1993 and 1998.

Shyam also made a few

episodes of Saturday Sus-
pense, X Zone and Nagin for
Zee TV.

Together, they wrote a
new blueprint for Indian
horror. There were the fami-
liar clichés — dark, wet
nights; cobwebs and bats in
old, decrepit havelis (man-
sions); scantily clad, voluptu-
ous heroines; hunky heroes;
scary monsters in bad make-
up and Dracula teeth; and
sex and sleaze within familial
limits. What’s more, they cir-
cumvented the star system
entirely, featuring little
known names in the cast

Transgenic mosquitoes
can spread DNA: study

Finding contradicts previous claims

R. PRASAD
CHENNAI

Genes from genetically-
modified Aedes aegypti
mosquito were found to
have been transferred to
naturally-occurring A. ae-
gypti mosquito population
in three areas in Brazil
where transgenic mosqui-
toes were released. It is un-
clear if the presence of
transgenic mosquito genes
in the natural population
will affect the disease trans-
mission capacity or make
mosquito control efforts
more difficult.

A. aegypti mosquitoes
are responsible for transmit-
ting dengue, chikungunya
and Zika viruses.

About 4,50,000 trans-
genic male mosquitoes were
released each week for 27
months (June 2013 to Sep-
tember 2015) in three areas
in Brazil. Genetic analysis of
naturally occurring mosqui-
toes were done prior to the
release and at six, 12, and 27-
30 months after the releas-
es. Researchers from Yale
University studied 347 natu-
rally-occurring A. aegypti
mosquitoes for transfer of
genes from the transgenic
insects. The transgenic
strains can be distinguished
from naturally-occurring
mosquitoes by using fluros-
cent lights and filters.

Able to reproduce
They found that some trans-
genic genes were found in
10-60% of naturally-occur-
ring mosquitoes. Also, the
naturally occurring A. ae-
gypti mosquitoes carrying
some genes of the transgen-
ic mosquitoes were able to
reproduce in nature and
spread to neighbouring
areas 4 km away. The results
were published in the jour-
nal Scientific Reports.

The genetic strategy em-
ployed to control A. aegypti
population known as RIDL

o

Pupae of transgenic
mosquito. =arp

(the Release of Insects car-
rying Dominant Lethal
genes) is supposed to only
reduce the population of the
naturally occurring A. ae-
gypti mosquitoes and not af-
fect or alter their genetics.

Also, offspring are not
supposed to grow to adult
mosquitoes and reproduce
as per claims made by the
British company Oxitec Ltd,
which had developed the
technology and field-tested
it in several countries.

“The claim was that
genes from the release
strain would not get into the
general population because
offspring would die. That
obviously was not what hap-
pened,” senior author Jef-
frey Powell from Yale Un-
iversity was quoted as
saying on the university’s
website. The genetic strate-
gy works on the premise
that the transgenic male
mosquitoes released fre-
quently in large numbers
would compete with the
naturally occurring male
mosquitoes to mate with the
females. Offspring from the
mating of transgenic male
mosquito and naturally oc-
curring female mosquito
were not expected to sur-
vive to the adult stage.

This is because tetracy-
cline drug, which prevents
the dominant lethal gene
from producing the lethal
protein during rearing in
labs, is not present in suffi-
cient quantity in nature. In
the absence of tetracycline,
there is overproduction of
the lethal protein causing
the larvae to die.

$ MARUTI SUZUKI

FUTURE BEGINS NOW.
WITH BS6.

Maruti Suzuki presents India’s first BS6 compliant range of petrol cars.

Upgraded Engine
And Exhaust System

| Runs On Both

BS4 And BS6 Fuel

Now BSGQ .
compliant

| Committed Towards

| Reduced Emissions Cleaner Environment

#BeTheChange

When it comes to driving our country into the future, we at Maruti Suzuki, always aim to take the lead. And this time, by adopting
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Arena: 1800 102 1800
Nexa: 1800 102 6392 / 1800 200 6392
or visit www.marutisuzuki.com

the BS6 norms well in advance, we have jump-started the journey towards a conscious, reliable and an environment-friendly tomorrow.

After all, Maruti Suzuki has always been a car for generations, including the many more to come.

ALTO XL 5 BALENO

WAGONR

DZIRE ERTIGA SWIFT

K coe M ND-NDE



