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Assam BJP

cratic Alliance doesn’t command
amajority.

But this time may be different,
indicated BJP state spokesper-
son Roopam Goswami. “We
couldn’tbringthelegislationlast
time as we didn’thave the num-
bers in the Rajya Sabha. But by
November, we should have
enough members in the Rajya
Sabhatobringthebillagainand
getitpassed,” headded.

Athirdseniorleader, Silchar
MP Rajdeep Roy, said, “We will
bring the bill. It is a matter of
time.”

Sarma has said Hindu
migrants should not beleft out of
the list. “A small portion of
Hindu migrants have been left
out of the list. They had their
ownrefugee certificates, but that
wasnottakenintoaccount. Any-
way, the BJP is committed to
passing the Citizenship Amend-
ment Billin the next Parliament
session,” he told NDTV in an
interview.

The NRC published on Satur-
day wasdriven by afour-decade-
longagitationin Assam against
illegalimmigrants by local com-
munities, which claimed that
foreigners were threatening
theirlanguage and culture.

To prove one’s citizenship, a
person had to prove she or her
ancestors werein Assam before
March 25,1971 -theday abloody
war of liberation began in neigh-
bouring Bangladesh, driving
tens of thousands of refugees
intoIndia.

But many local groups and
political partiesrejected the final
figure of 1.9million, sayingit was
toolow. Earlier provisional lists
of the NRC, published in July
2018 and June 2019, had left out
4.1 million people.

Since the final NRC list was
published at 10am on Saturday,
the situation in the state has
been peaceful, said additional
director general of police (law
and order) Mukesh Agarwal.
“But the next 48 hours are cru-
cialforittosettledown,” hesaid.
Many people, especially in the
under-developed hinterlands,
checked their NRC status only
on Sunday.

Many activists pointed out
that considerable sectionsofthe
Bengali-speaking Hindu popula-
tion, whichis considered a core
vote base of the BJP, have found
themselves out ofthe NRC. Many
of these communities fled vio-
lence and riots in the then East
Pakistan.

“Our families barely escaped
theviolence and fled to India. So
many yearslater, how can we be
told we are not Indian?” asked
32-year-old Hari Arja after find-
inghim and hisfamily excluded
from the NRC.

Senior cabinet minister and
government spokesperson
Chandra Mohan Patowary said
the state government would
increase the number of foreigner

tribunals, quasi-judicial bodies
that adjudicate whether some-
one is an illegal immigrant.
Those left out of the NRC can
appeal their case to a tribunal
within 120days, and then, higher
courts.

“Peopleoutofthe NRChavea
fair option of approaching the
foreigners tribunals. But if we
see FTsare not able to solve the
problem, we will see what more
we can do,” he said adding it
seemed that many genuine
Indian citizens may have been
left out. “We will make sure no
genuine Indian is out of the
NRC.”

He also complained that the
NRC authorities were not shar-
ingdata with the government.

“We got details that over 1.9
million people have been
excluded only after thefinal list
was published even though we
hadfiled an affidavitrequesting
forthisinformation,” Patowary
said adding how the NRC state
coordination is yet to provide
information officially on details
of the inclusion and exclusion.
“Wewill have more clarity once
the details of the final NRC list
are scrutinised,” he said - hint-
ing that the government was in
the process of compiling data
from the districts.

Patowary also said the CAB
would definitely help asection of
those out ofthe NRCbut clarified
thatthe central government was
in charge of that legislation.
Days before the NRC was pub-
lished, chief minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal had hinted at
“legislative measures” to
address problemsin the NRC.

The Citizenship Amendment
Bill was passed in the Lok Sabha
in January 2019 and made eligi-
blefor citizenship Hindu, Chris-
tian, Sikh, Jain, Parsi and Bud-
dhist migrants from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan.
Butittriggered widespread pro-
tests in northeastern states,
especially Assam, and lapsed
with the general elections this
summer.

Abhijit Sarma, president of
the Assam Public Works (APW),
a Guwahati-based NGO whose
petition tothe Supreme Courtin
2009 was the basis for the apex
court ordering an update of the
NRCin Assam, said: “Any specu-
lation on the Citizenship Amend-
ment Billis premature. We first
demand a 100% re-verification of
the NRC.”

On Sunday, NRC authorities
admitted that the number of
applicants published at the final
stage was 36,277 more than what
was published at the draft stage
in July 2018.

On condition of anonymity, a
senior NRC official attributed
the error to digitization prob-
lemsbutsaid that the error was
spotted before the final list was
out on Saturday. Redressal for
any further such errors would be
dependent on the Supreme
Court, headded.

Ujjwala

the scheme hasover 71akh bene-
ficiaries in Haryana, over 4.3
millionin Maharashtraand over
3.2million in Jharkhand. Uttar
Pradeshhasover10millionand
Bihar over 8.5 million Ujjwala
beneficiaries, the official added.

The Union cabinet in Febru-
arylastyearenhanced thetarget
under the scheme from 50 mil-
lion to 80 million connections
with a March 2020 deadline. It
allocated an additional 34,800
crore to fund the enhanced tar-
get.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in May 2016 launched the
PMUY nine months before the
last assembly elections in Uttar
Pradeshinthestate’s Balliadis-
trict. The scheme played an
importantrolein BJP’sreturnto
power in Uttar Pradesh after
overadecade.

38,000 crore were initially
allocated forthe schemeand the
target was to ensure 50 million
connectionsinthree years start-
ing from the 2016-17 financial
year, officials said.

A petroleum and natural gas
ministry spokesman confirmed
the 80 million target would be
achievedinadvance. “Gol[Gov-
ernment of India] has reim-
bursed 10,675 crore to oil mar-
keting companies [OMCs]...
[under the scheme]. The process
of providing connections is
underway and the target of 8
crore [80 million] is likely to be
reached soon by the OMCs,” he
said.

Another official requesting
anonymity said the government
plans to set a new target after
achieving the 80 million connec-
tions. “Theideaistoprovidefree
gas connectionstoevery [family
under the] BPL [below poverty
line]. An announcement to this
effect would be based on the
assessment of PMUY after the 8
crore[80million] targetismet.”

Officials said state-run OMCs
have received over 100 million
applications from prospective
consumers under the scheme
and hence there is a scope to
extend the scheme after it
achievesthecurrenttarget. Eli-
gible beneficiaries will be chosen
after a proper verification proc-
ess to ensure that they do not
already have connectionsinthe
names of their other family
members.

Officials said the scheme has
offered the poor clean cooking
fuel option as about 86% of the
beneficiaries, who have got the
connectionsatleastayearback,
have bought second refills. Their
average gas consumption is
about 4.8 cylinders per annum,
they said.

Under PMUY, a subsidy of
1,600 for a deposit-free LPG con-
nectionisprovidedtoaneligible
poor household, besides an
interest-free loan to purchase a
stove andrefills, officials quoted
above said. A connection is pro-

Sardar D.S. Narula Ji
(05/12/1912 - 02/09/1995)

24th Anniversary
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vided in the name of an adult
woman member of a poor family
and the beneficiary has an option
to avail a connection with a
14.2kgor a5kgcylinder.

India has over 240 million
households. An estimated 100
million of them donot have cook-
ing gas connections. They rely
onfirewood, coal, dungcakesas
primary source of cooking, offi-
cials said. Most of them are
under BPL. These beneficiaries
are identified as per Socio Eco-
nomic Caste Census data 0f2011,
officials said.

Economy

economist, advised the govern-
menttoinvolve expertsirrespec-
tive of political affiliation to
avert the crisis. “Our youth,
farmers and farm workers,
entrepreneursand the margina-
lised sections deserve better.
India cannot afford to continue
down this path. Therefore,Iurge
the government toput aside ven-
dettapolitics,and reach outtoall
sane voices and thinkingminds,
to steer our economy out of this
man-made crisis,” he said.

Finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman hit back at Singh’s
remarks later in the day.
“Instead of indulgingin political
vendetta, they should consult
sane voices?’ Has he said that?
All right, thank you, I will take
his statement on it. That is my
answer,” she said while talking
toreporters after addressingtax
officials in Chennai.

Referring to a slew of
announcements made by Sithar-
aman on August 23 to achieve a
“higher economic growth”,
Singh said: “Budget announce-
ments and roll-backs have
shaken the confidence of inter-
national investors.” The
announcements to boost con-
sumption and uplift investor and
consumer sentiment included
rollingback of the surcharge on
tax on foreign portfolioinvestors
(FPIs)that wasannouncedin the
budget.

“Domestic demand is
depressed and consumption
growth is at an 18-month low.
Nominal GDP growth is at a
15-year-low. There is a gaping
holein tax revenues. Tax buoy-
ancy remains elusive as busi-
nessmen, small and big, are
hounded and tax terrorism con-
tinuesunabated. Investor senti-
ments are in doldrums. These
are not the foundations for eco-
nomicrecovery,” Singh said.

Chief economic adviser KV
Subramanian has ascribed the
slowdown in GDP growth to a
mix of domestic and global fac-
torsand said the economy will be
on a high-growth path “very
soon”.

Singh said that the govern-
ment’s claim of keeping theinfla-
tion level under check is at the
cost of dwindling income of
farmers. “Rural Indiaisin terri-
ble shape. Farmers are not
receiving adequate prices and
rural incomes have declined.
The low inflation rate that the
Modi governmentlikes to show-
case comes at the cost of our
farmers and their incomes, by
inflicting misery on over 50 per
cent of India’s population,” he
said. The consumer price index-
based inflation fell to 3.15% in
July thisyear compared to3.18%
inthepreviousmonthand4.17%
in July 2018 because of modera-
tioninfood prices and fall in fuel
prices.

Former union minister and
spokesperson of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Syed Shah-
nawaz Hussain blamed the
Singh-led United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) government for
“many problems” that the econ-
omy was currently facing. “The
economy hasstillnotrecovered
from the impact of the wrong
economic policies of the Manmo-
han Singh government. India’s
growthrateismuchbetter than
other countries despite a global
slowdown. The Narendra Modi

government is working tire-
lessly to give it a further impe-
tus,” hesaid.

In his statement, Singh said
the credibility of India’s official
data has been questioned, and
expressed concernsover attack
on institutions such as the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
whose “autonomy is being
eroded”. “The resilience of the
RBIwill betested afteritsrecord
transfer of¥1.761akh crore tothe
government, which claims that
itdoesnothaveaplanon whatit
will do with this windfall,” he
said.

“India has not been able to
increase its exports to take
advantage of opportunities that
haveariseninglobal tradedueto
geopolitical realignments. Such
isthe state of economic manage-
ment under the Modi govern-
ment,” he said.

The former prime minister
blamed the Narendra Modi-led
government for the slowingeco-
nomic growth. “India has the
potential to grow at a much
faster rate but all-round mis-
management by the Modi gov-
ernment has resulted in this
slowdown,” he said.

“The Modi government’s poli-
ciesareresultingin massive job-
less growth. More than 3.5 1akh
jobs have been lost in the auto-
mobile sector alone. There will
similarly belarge scalejoblosses
in the informal sector, hurting
our most vulnerable workers,”
hesaid.

Asked ifthe Centre acknowl-
edges that there is an economic
slowdown, Sitharaman said, “I
am meeting industries and tak-
ingtheir inputs, suggestions on
what they would want and
expect from government, I am
responding to them. I have
already done thistwice.Iwilldo
itmore number of times.”

Inresponsetotheabovestate-
ment by the minister, Congress
general secretary Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadrasaidinatweet, “Does
the government accept that
thereisaslowdown or not? The
FMneedstogetover politicking
about the state of our economy
and come clean with the people
of India. How do they plan to
resolve the massive problem
they have created if they aren’t
evenready toacknowledge it?

Congress leader and Rajast-
han chiefminister Ashok Gehlot
said that the former PM hasbeen
cautioning the government
about “repercussions” of demon-
etisationand GST disasters. “He
isreaching out to Govt again to
listen to sane voices and make
amends for sake of country’s
economy & people, who are los-
ingjobs....will Govt pay heed?,”
Gehlot tweeted.

The official Twitter handle of
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) also posted about the
state oftheeconomy. “Chickens
are coming home to roost! Modi
Govt’s disastrous policies such
as #Demonetisation & #GST
broke the back of the #Economy
and then coverup &denial of the
crisis we are in is driving the
Economy tothebrink ofabyss.”

Hat-trick hero

home (318 runs). That efforthad
meant that Bumrah took a five-
forineachaway serieshe hasfig-
ured in so far — South Africa,
England, Australia and now
West Indies. He is yet to play a
Testathome.

Bumrah finished with a
career-bestinnings haul of6/27
as the West Indies innings was
wrapped up on Sunday. Each of
his three-in-a-row the previous
day were off pitched-up deliver-
ies, removing Darren Bravo,
Shamrah Brooks and Roston
Chase. Still, he almost didn’t
have the hat-trick but for skipper
Virat Kohliinsistingonareview
after Chase was ruled not out
with the bowler barely appealing
forlegbefore.

“ActuallyIdidn’tknow,I was
not very sure of the appeal, I

UNFORGETTABLES

In Loving Memory of
Sh. Pawan Kumar Goyal
22-06-1944 - 02-09-2011

Its been a long time since | lost
you and | never thought you
would go like this. People say
time heals every pain but | still
miss you every single day.
Missyou Papa....... Love Anu
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CRYPTIC CLUES
ACROSS

20 Spaniard, or anyone else with a present (5)

DOWN

© Gemini Crosswords 2012 All rights reserved

Drowsily giving assent? (7)

Penal reform board (5)

Saucy vessel (4)

He's denied freedom to express his
political views (8)

Kind of milk no longer to be seen? (10)
Start an uproarious din inside, resulting in
a brawl (6)

Seaside yarn (6)

That's the last time - | always lose (5,5)
It's tied up with romance (4,4)
Restricted sort of diet (4)

Yet he still plays Shylock, for example (7)

lllustrious old money (5)

Sort of work in which people want to take QU'CK CLUES
part? (8)
Chap after a gnu, perhaps, is armed (6) ACROSS

1 Metropolis (7)
4 To present for sale (5)
7 Absent (4)

Now it's gift time (7.3)

Females devoted to order (4)

Turned away from a blow? (7)

He hopes to find insects on tap (10)

He will take things as they come, not lean
on an inclination (8)

Was displeased the flat-bottomed boat
came in first (7)

Plead with an individual to make himself
scarce (6)

12 Heavy load (6)

13 Optical illusion (6)

15 English detective story
writer (5,5)

18 To doubt (8)

19 Suspend from above (4)

8 Making severe demands (8)
10 Impudent presumption (10)

16 Drain out the bottom (5)
17 New star rises at Stratford (4)

CRYPTIC

20 Insincere (5)
21 Thin (7)

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS (15385)

DOWN

1 Short-lived fashion (5)

2 Party political programme (8)
3 Slackness (6)

4 Irish wit and playwright (5,5)
5 Move lightly and quickly (4)
6 Type of early jazz (7)

9 Remarkable (10)

11 Eastern US state (8)
12 Curtin manner (7)
14 Renowned (6)
16 Keen (5)
17 Quick, furtive look (4)
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thought it was bat so I didn’t
appeal somuch, butit wasa good
review in the end. So, I think, I
owe that hat-trick to the cap-
tain,” Bumrah told Kohli in an
interview for becei.tv.

The Gujarat bowleris steam-
ingahead, havingtaken 61 wick-
etshalfwayintohis 12th Test. He
became thefastest Indian pacer
to50 Test wicketsin the Antigua
Test. His pace, accuracy and a
cool head saw former Windies
pace great Andy Roberts hail
Bumrah as the best Indian fast
bowler he has seen.

Kohli has repeatedly picked
Bumrah as the most valuable
player in the side, and the team
management has carefully man-
aged his workload. After Satur-
day’splay, Bumrahsaid thekey
wasnot getting carried away by
a helpful pitch, but show disci-
pline.In Antigua, he advised Ish-
ant Sharma to bowl cross-seam
as the ball was not moving, and
the senior pro finished with a
five-wicket haul.

India can be assured Bum-
rah’s potent mix of skill and
awareness will power themonin
bigger battles ahead.

(Governors

Kalraj Mishra was trans-
ferred from Himachal Pradesh to
be appointed the governor of
Rajasthan, where he replaced
Kalyan Singh. Former Union
minister Bandaru Dattatreya
replaced Mishra in Himachal
Pradesh.

Soundararajan, daughter of
former Tamil Nadu Congress
unit president Kumari Anan-

than, replaced ESL Narasimhan.
The 58-year-old is a physician-
turned-politician who took the
political plunge in 1999. She
started with the BJP’s south
Chennai wing and occupied vari-
ouspositionsoverthe years. She
was appointed the Tamil Nadu
BJP chiefin 2014.

“Ichose the BJP despite grow-
ingupasdaughter ofa Congress
leader... The biggest challengein
my life was to stay determined
about my decision to join BJP
and make a mark for myself
without any hurdles,” she told
reporters.

Mishra (78) had resigned from
the central government in 2017
asministerformicro,smalland
medium enterprises after cross-
ing the age of 75, which is the
BJP’sunofficial agelimit tohold
elected posts. A senior leader of
Uttar Pradesh BJP, he was the
party’s state unit chiefearlier.

Koshyari replaced Vidyasa-
gar Rao in Maharashtra while
Khantook overin Keralafrom P
Sathasivam, the former Chief
Justice of India.

Announcingthenamesofthe
new governors, the Rashtrapati
Bhavan said: “The above
appointments will take effect
from the dates they assume
charge of their respective offi-
ces.”

Khan said his appointment
was another opportunity to
serve the country. “I will try to
serve the people of the state. I
have not received the letter yet
and have been told by my
friends. Theroleistoensure that
government functionsin accord-
ance with the provisions of the

Naresh. M- 9810456026.

In Fond Memory of
Mr. S.K. Sharma
15.12.1938 - 02.09.2010

We will remember you forever.
Not just as a memory but as
an inspiration for how to live
life to the fullest at all times.
Saurabh,
Arush, Dr. Anand, Mohan,
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Constitution. The Governor on
behalfof Presidentistooversee
that everythingis in letter and
spirit with the provisions laid
down in the Constitution,” he
told ANI.

Dattatreya thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
home minister Amit Shah after
beingappointed the governor of
Himachal Pradesh. “They have
given thisresponsibility tomeas
the governor of Himachal Pra-
desh and I will work as per the
Constitution,” Dattatreya was
quoted as sayingby news agency
ANIL

(With inputs from agencies)

Man acquitted by
HC of kidnapping,
raping of minor

IANS

= htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Delhi High Court
has upheld a trial court order
thatacquitted aman accused of
raping a minor girl after the
prosecution failed to prove that
hekidnapped her forcefully.

In2017,aPOCSO courtin the
national capital had acquitted
Kaishar Ali, whowasheld onthe
charges of kidnapping and rap-
ing aminor under Sections 363,
366,376 of the Indian Penal Code
and Section 6 of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act.

The girl’s father had filed a
complaint against Ali claiming
that he had kidnapped his
daughter. However, the girl in
her statements recorded before
the Magistrate said she had gone
with him voluntarily after her
lastboard exam as sheliked him
and they planned to get married.

A high court division bench,
presided by Justices Manmohan
and Sangita Dhingra Sehgal,
upheld Ali’s acquittal saying
that the element of intention,
whichisan “essential ingredient
in such cases”, was missing,
and the girlin her statement said
she went with him of her own
will.

“Though this courtisinagree-
ment with the contention of the
prosecution that the prosecutrix
was a minor on the date of the
incident, yet the element of mens
rea (intention), which is an
essential ingredient of Sections
363/366/376 IPCismissing,” the
courtsaid.
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NRC FINAL LIST

Uncertainty over citizenship
status grips Bengali colonies

FINAL LIST Exclusions from the NRC list foment resentment and suffering among Bengali-speaking Hindu communities

Dhrubo Jyoti and Sadig Naqvi

= letters@hindustantimes.com

BARPETA/GUWAHATI: Durga Pujais
barely amonth away, but thefes-
tivemood hasbeen punctured by
thefinal National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) in the Bengali-domi-
nated village of Khairabari in
lower Assam’s Barpeta district.

This year, Bikash Saha and
Dilip Kumar Basak were plan-
ning to celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of their neighbourhood
puja with a 10 lakh replica of
Gujarat’s imposing Somnath
templeasthepandal. Butneither
families made it to the final citi-
zen’sregister.

“It seems like they are deter-
mined to not accept many of us
Bengalis,” said Basak, whoruns
aniron weldingshop. Hehad sub-
mitted hisfather Narayan Chan-
dra Basak’s citizenship certifi-
cate given at a refugee camp in
Coochbeharin 1956.

Saha,wholivesinasmall two-
bedroomhouseinsideaslum, has
bigger problems. He was dubbed
a D or doubtful voter five years
ago.Sahahassincebeenfighting
acaseagainst hisdesignation as
DvoterintheBarpetaforeigners
tribunal. His dubious citizenship
status has meant that his two
children have alsobeen struck off
the citizenshiprolls.

“We are not sure what to do
now,” said Saha’s wife, Padma.
“What do we have to fear? We
havepapers. We willappeal,” she
said, wavingasheafof photocop-
ied documents.

Not everyone is as upbeat.
AcrossKhairabari, where many
Hindu Bengali-speakingfamilies
settled down after fleeing riots
andreligious persecutionin erst-
while East Pakistan, the exclu-
sionfromthe NRChasfomented
resentment and suffering.

Hari Arja, for example, had to
pawnhis wife’s gold earringsfor
37,000 to attend a hearing on his
NRC status in August. He had
submitted documents that
showed his grandfather Mahadev
Das, who fled to India from then
East Pakistan, was on the 1970
voter list, but failed to finally
prove that he was indeed the
grandson —a consequence of the
family taking to the Arya Samaj
faith and changing their sur-

NRC exclusion will
not deprive citizens
of their rights or
entitlements: MEA

HT Correspondent

= |etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The central govern-
mentsaid on Sunday saidthe 1.9
million people left out of the
National Register of Citizens
(NRC)in Assam wouldn’tbecome
“stateless” or “foreigners” until
they have exhausted theirrightto
seek legalremedies.

The statement issued by the
external affairs ministry was an
apparentresponsetostrong criti-
cism by globalrights groupsand
international media, which had
reported on the uncertainfuture
ofthose excluded from the NRC.

Some1.9million people found
themselves out of the final ver-
sion ofthe NRC published on Sat-
urday after an effort aimed at
endingafour-decade movement
against illegal immigrants, but
whose outcomelefteven many of
itsoriginal backers dissatisfied.

“Exclusion from the NRC has
noimplication ontherightsofan
individual residentin Assam. For
those whoarenotin thefinallist
willnotbe detained and will con-
tinue to enjoy all the rights as
beforetill they have exhausted all
theremediesavailable underthe
law,” external affairs ministry
spokeperson Raveesh Kumar
said in the statement.

“Itdoesnot maketheexcluded
person ‘Stateless’. It also does not
make him or her a ‘Foreigner’,
within the legal meaning of the
term. They willnot be deprived of
any rightsorentitlements which
they have enjoyed before.”

The statement further said:
“Any decision that is taken dur-
ing the process of implementa-
tion ofthe NRC, will be within the
four cornersofthe Indian law and
consistent with India’s demo-
cratictraditions.”

Anyone excluded from the
NRChastherighttofileanappeal
within 120 days of receiving a
notification of exclusion to the
designated tribunal. All appeals
and excluded cases will be exam-
ined by the tribunal through a
judicial process that will begin
after theappellate periodisover.

name.

“Wegaveourrefugee card, our
voterID and our PAN card. Wedo
not know if they want to throw
out all Bengalis. Maybe they do
notwantushere,” hesaid.

HTfound similar expressions
ofexclusionand worry through-
out Bengali Hindu settlementsin
Barpeta, Guwahati, Hojai, and
Silchar.

Guwahati’sPanbazarareaisa
world away from the slushy mud
roads of Khairabari, but surgeon
Paromita Chakrabortyisaswor-
ried as Saha.

Chakraborty hails from a
respected Hindu family. But on
thedraftlistreleasedin Junelast
year, she found that she and her
sisters’ names were missing. In
addition, her husband, Pinaki
Bhattacharjee, and their son
were also out of the NRC. “We
thoughtit wasaclerical error. My
husband’s grandfather sold land
to the then chief minister Gopi-
nath Bordoloi in 1951, and their
family draws lineage from the
chief priests of the Kamakhya
temple. I utterly fail to under-
stand what happened,” shesaid.

On Saturday, she wasrelieved
toseethat she, her husband and
son had made it. But her elderly
mother, 75-year-old Sulekha
Chakraborty, had not. Sulekha,
who hails from Tezpur, had sub-
mitted hermatriculation certifi-

cate from 1962 and her a docu-
mentshowingherfather’sname
onthe 1971 voterroll.

“She went for a hearing three
times. We are not worried about
the appeal because we have the
documents but this is humiliat-
ing, and nothing but harass-
ment,” sheadded.

Three hundred kilometres
away in Hailakandi, pan shop
owner Raghunath Das would
have nodded in agreement. The
55-year-old was born to parents,
who fled violence in East Paki-
stan and was the fourth of five
brothersand asister. His parents
spentmost of theirlifetravelling
across the state with the eldest
brother, Chunilal, whowasinthe
border force. As a result, they
never gotany documents madeor
stayed ataplaceforlongenough
tobeincluded on the voterrolls.

“I do not think they ever
thought we willneed documents
thisbadly. When the NRC process
began in 2015, I had no papers of
myown,” said Das. He ultimately
submitted his school-admission
certificate from 1969 and his
brother’s service record certifi-
cate, but still found himselfout of
the NRC. “I do not know how to
appealor whatmoreIcanget,” he
said.

Bengali-speaking Hindu com-
munities comprise over 6million
peopleacross Assam. They domi-

= From left: Several members of
the Arja family have been
excluded from NRC. Padma
Saha looks through her
documents, in Barpeta on

Sunday. HT PHOTO
natetheBarak Valley and many
of them carry the scars of vio-
lence from East Pakistan towns
and villages where clashes
erupted even before Partition.

The University of Delhi sociol-
ogist Nabanipa Bhattacharjee
said the migration into Assam
was spurred on by the inclusion
of Sylhet in East Pakistan follow-
ingareferendum and partition of
Assam in 1947 and further bal-
looned in the aftermath of com-
munalriotsin 1950.

TheBarak Valley—comprising
the Muslim-majority districts of
Hailakandi and Karimganj and
the Hindu-majority district of
Cachar - was an early hunting
ground for the BJP. An over-
whelmingmajority ofthe seatsit
won in the state in the early 90s
came from theregion.

Political commentator
Sushanta Talukdar said the
refusal of mainstream partiesto
deal with the citizenship anxie-
ties of the local population in
Barakleftan openingfor the BJP.
Overtime, the party expanded its
basetootherpocketsinthestate.
Though Talukdar is careful to
mentionother partiessuchasthe
Congress continuetohave some
traction amongBengali speakers.

“These communities were suf-
fering on the question of voting
rightsor citizenship. Inthis con-
text, the BJP brought up the citi-

zenship amendment bill and
found takers especially among
those who migrated because of
religious persecution,” headded.
The bill promises citizenship to
non-Muslimrefugees, who have
come to India from Bangladesh,
Pakistan, and Afghanistan.

Butafter Saturday’sfinalNRC
list, a perception has taken hold
that large numbers of Bengali-
speaking Hindu people have been
excluded. This perception has
been fuelled by comments made
by senior BJP leaders them-
selves, such as state unit chief
Ranjeet Kumar Dass. Dass said
many refugees, who came to
India before 1971, were not
included and people with sur-
namessuchas “nameslike Saha,
Ganguly, Biswas etc. wereinten-
tionally excluded”.

There appeared tobe threebig
reasons for the exclusion. One,
thatmany such familiesonly had
their so-called citizenship cards,
issued atrefugee camps, toshow
as proof of their presence in
Assam before March 25,1971 -the
cutoffdate for citizenship.

In a report to the Supreme
Court in 2016, state NRC coordi-
nator Prateek Hajela cited many
reasons fornotaccepting citizen-
ship certificates and refugee reg-
istration certificates, key among
them being that the issuing
authority’s offices had closed
down, making verification
impossible. These documents
werealsofound pronetoforgery.
Thetop courtallowed the certifi-
cate to be used, but after greater
scrutiny.

TheBJPappearstobeaware of
this. Dilip Paul, a BJP legislator
from Silchar said the NRC final
listwasa “flop show” and admit-
ted that the party was under some
pressureafter many Bengali Hin-
dus found themselves excluded
fromthe NRC. “We will bring the
CAB. Just waitand watch. Itisa
matter of time,” added Rajdeep
Ray, the Silchar MP.

“Sincethebeginning, the BJP
hasbeen promisingto protect the
interests of Bengali-speaking
Hindusand bringthe citizenship
amendment bill but it has
betrayed these people. They used
thebill only for polarisation and
votes,” said Ripun Bora, state
Congress chief.

Four reasons people didn’t make it to list

Sadig Nagvi
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GUWAHATI: The final list of the
National Register of Citizens
(NRC)wasreleased on Saturday
andexcludedalittleover1.9mil-
lion people. HT'takesalook atthe
reasons why some people could
notmakeittotheregister:

BABULHAJONG

A Congress worker, Babul
Hajong, said his wife, Monica,
and daughter, Rashika, did not
makeittothefinal NRClistashis
father’s relief eligibility certifi-
cate, a yellowing frayed docu-
ment he haslaminated and kept
safely, was not accepted. “My
unclesand auntsarethereinthe
NRC. So,Idonotunderstand why
havetheyrejected us,” hesaid. “I
donotknow whattodonext,” he
said. Hajong thinks there will cer-
tainly be adverse consequences
for him and his family because of
the exclusion.

Hajonglivesin Derapathar, a
village in the Lanka Circle of
Hojai district, where people say
mainly refugees settled there in
1967. Theresidents belong to com-
munities like Hajongs, Garos,
Dalus and Bengali-speaking Hin-
dus, who fled post-partition vio-
lence in then East Pakistan and
came to India before 1966.

ABUSAYEED AHMED

Abu Sayeed Ahmedlivesin Bar-
peta Road town of lower Assam
and is used to authorities refus-

= People stand in a queue to check their names on the final list of
the National Register of Citizens in Morigaon on August 31. AFpFILE

ing to give him documents
because his father has been
markedaDoubtful (D) voterora
suspected foreigner. Heis yet to
get a chance to prove heis aciti-
zen before aforeignerstribunal.
“Ihaveapplied forapassport, but
they refused it. I applied for a
driving license thrice but they
would not give me because my
fatherisaD Voter,” he said.

That his father has been
marked as a D Voter means
Ahmed and his two sisters are
alsooutofthe NRClistbecauseD
voters, declared foreigners and
those with cases pending in for-
eigners tribunals and their
descendants are automatically
excluded from the NRC.

He said 31 members of his
extended family failed tomakeit
tothefinallist.

Ahmed, who dropped out of

Indigenous leaders push
for NRC list in Tripura

HT Correspondent
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NEW DELHI: A day after the final
National Register of Citizens
(NRC)was publishedin Assam,
apanel comprising members of
theindigenous Tiprasa commu-
nity fromneighbouring Tripura
held a demonstration demand-
ingprotection of their rights.
Thedelegation, led by Tripura
Congress president Pradyot
Debbarman, demanded acentral
government-funded autono-

mous councilin Tripura under
Article 244 of the Constitution
andinclusion of the indigenous
Kokborok language in Roman
scriptsunder the Eighth Sched-
uleofthe Constitutionin govern-
ment-run schoolsin the state.

Demanding an updation of cit-
izens’ register in Tripura, Deb-
barman said: “We stand opposed
tothe Centre’sintention tobring
in the Citizenship Amendment
Bill. If that happens, then there
will be no justice for the indige-
nous Tiprasa.”

collegetowork atapharmacy,is
worried that foreigners’ tribu-
nals may not be fair. “They are
knowntodeclareforeignerseven
while people have documents,”
hesaid.

Sayeed said hisnamenotbeing
inthe NRCmeansthat problems
will only grow from here.

CHAMPA GHOSH
KARMAKAR
ChampaKarmakar,ahousewife
in Hojai town of central Assam,
couldnotmakeittothefinal NRC
list. Her husband Krishna Kar-
makarheads the Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party’s IT cell in Hojai dis-
trict. Krishna Karmakar said he
did not know which one of her
documents gotrejected.
Champa is from Hoogly dis-
trictof West Bengal. She submit-
ted documents from West Ben-

4 NRC

HOW CAN PEOPLE
NOT IN NRC MOVE
TRIBUNAL: EX-CM

GUWAHATI: Senior Congress leader of
Assam Tarun Gogoi on Sunday asked
how the government asked the 1.9
million people left out of the final
NRClist to move the Foreigners
Tribunals for inclusion of their names
as they have not been declared
foreigners. The Assam government
has asked those excluded from NRC to
appeal to the Foreigners' Tribunals,
promising them legal support.
Instead of the Tribunals, Gogoi has
called for an appellate body headed
by a retired Supreme Court judge to
hear the cases of those excluded.

gal--a birth certificate, another
certificate issued by the village
headman, and a school leaving
certificate.

Krishna Karmakar said her
name not beingin the final NRC
means multiple trips to foreign-
ers’tribunalstoappeal her case.
“They should bring in the Citi-
zenship (Amendment)Billtohelp
people whoarefindingitdifficult
toprovetheir citizenship through
documents,” hesaid, referringto
legislation that promises citizen-
ship to non-Muslim refugees
from Pakistan, Bangladesh,and
Afghanistan.

TAMEJ ALI

In June, Tamej Ali, aresident of
Goraimariof Assam, was a happy
man. In hislargefamily of 36 peo-
ple, 32 had made it to the draft
NRC list and just four - most of
them children - were out. But
someone named John Kalitafiled
an objection against their inclu-
sion. Thefamily hadnoidea who
Kalitais. Thefamily had submit-
ted as proof a document that
showed his grandfather, Mecher
Ali, asbeingincluded in the 1966
voter list, but to no avail. When
thefinal NRClist came outon Sat-
urday, the entire family found
themselves excluded from the cit-
izens’ register. “They said there
was a legacy data problem. We
can go to court but have never
heard of a foreigners’ tribunal,”
hesaid, referringtothe quasi-ju-
dicial bodiesthatdecide whether
someoneisanillegalimmigrant.

CLAUSE 6 OF ASSAM ACCORD

Panel member seeks firm
steps to safeguard natives

ZiaHaq

= letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI: A high-level commit-
tee formed by the Modi govern-
ment to protect the ethnicity of
native Assamese willhavetorec-
ommend measures that will
“adequately offset the public’s
dissatisfaction” with the out-
come of the National Register of
Citizens (NRC),amember of the
panelhastold Hindustan Times.

The committee’smandateisto
suggest steps to accomplish the
objectives set out in Clause 6 of
the landmark Assam Accord.
Thisisthefirst timeamember of
the panel, Pallab Bhattacharya,
has spoken on the mandate
before the panel in the context of
an updated citizens’ register
released on Saturday. “Wehave
seen that the NRC exercise
hasn’t beentothe satisfaction of
alargenumber of organisations
and the people. This has made
our task both complicated and
onerous,” Bhattacharyasaid.

The Assam Accord, an agree-
ment, was signed in 1985 between
the then Rajiv Gandhi govern-
ment and the All Assam Stu-
dents’ Union (AASU), ending a
six-year mass movement against
migrants alleged tohave settled
illegally from neighbouring
Bangladesh.

Clause 6 of the agreement
states that “Assamese people”
would have “constitutional, leg-
islativeand administrative safe-
guards, asmay be appropriate to
protect, preserve and promote”
their “cultural, social, linguistic
identity and heritage.”

The Modi government had to
reconstitute the committee on
July 16 after members of an ear-
lier panel hadresigned, protest-
ingthe Modigovernment’s deci-
sion to amend the Citizenship
Act to grant non-Muslim
migrants from Bangladesh citi-
zenship rights.

The committee has invited
suggestions from the public for
the proposed recommendations,
which will have to be submitted
by September 20.

“Ourfeedback tellsusthatthe
entire people of the stateislook-
inguptousandtheclause 6 com-
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= Activists of Sachetan Nagarik Mancha Axom during a silent
demonstration against NRC in New Delhi on August 17. SONUMEHTA/HT

mitteenow,” he said.
Bhattacharya said a defini-
tion of who is an indigenous or
Assamese person was suggested
in2012by the Pranab Gogoicom-
mittee, whichmany partieshad
accepted.
Bhattacharyasaidindigenous
people will alsoneed “protection
of their right to land”, meaning
possibly that it would recom-
mend measures to put restric-
tions on who could purchase
landinthestate. The question of
landisn’t part of the clause 6.
Although these reference
points were outlined in a public
advertisement on August 22,
Bhattacharya said it is possible
that, additionally, it could look
into regions within the state
where the largest numbers of
alleged “foreigners” had settled
between 1951 and 1971.
“Wehavetolook atthese pla-
cesandascertain how haveille-
galmigrationsimpacted people
intheseregionsin the state. We
do not know what has been the
impact on their culture or lan-
guage,” Bhattacharyasaid.
Assam’s “anti-foreigner agita-
tion” in the 1980s, which led to
thesigning of the Assam Accord,
was prompted by historical
waves of migration from Bangla-
desh. Locals say they feel
swamped by illegal migrants.

Entry errors caused

mismatch:

Sadig Naqvi

= letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI: The total number of
applicants and applications
made publicin thefinallist ofthe
National Register of Citizens is
higher than the respective fig-
ures in the July 2018 draft list,
authorities said on Sunday,
attributing the mix-up to an
errorin digitisation of records.

When the NRC state coordina-
tor Prateek Hajela’s office
announced the final list on Sat-
urday, the total number of appli-
cantswas 33,027,661.In the July
2018 draftlist, the number stood
at 32,991,384 — a mismatch of
36,277. Similarly, the totalnum-
ber of applications on Saturday
was 6,837,660, higher than the
July 2018 figure of 6.831 million.

A senior official connected to
the NRC exercise clarified that
the rise in number was not
because of any new application,
the deadline for which was
August 2015.

He said the number had gone
up due to data entry errors and
digitisation problems.

“There wereissues with digi-
tisation of some applications
which was corrected subse-
quently,” said the top official on
condition of anonymity. “For
example forms of a family of 10
members and another family of
15members got mixed up and fed
asbeing from the same family,”
added the official.

A second official said the prob-
lem wasrectified after the draft
was publishedin July 2018. “New
application receipt numbers (a
unique 21 digit number) were

ENSURE NO ONE IS LEFT STATELESS,
UN REFUGEE CHIEF IN LETTER TO GOVT

BERLIN: The top UN refugee official has urged India to ensure that no one
is left stateless by the exclusion of nearly 2 million people from a citizen-
ship list in Assam state. Filippo Grandi, the UN high commissioner for
refugees, voiced his concern in a statement issued Sunday in Geneva. He
said that "any process that could leave large numbers of people without a
nationality would be an enormous blow to global efforts to eradicate

statelessness".

He urged India to ensure no one ends up stateless, “includ-

ing by ensuring adequate access to information, legal aid, and legal
recourse in accordance with the highest standards of due process.” About
32.9 million people were included on the list, according to a statement
Saturday from Assam'’s government, leaving out 1.9 million. The Assam
government on Saturday claimed many genuine Indian citizens had been
left out of the final National Register of Citizens (NRC), but said they do
not need to panic as they have option to appeal in the Foreigners Tribunal.

Official

There were issues

with digitisation of
some applications which
was corrected

subsequently.
SENIOR OFFICIAL

issued asapplications which got
mixed up with others were
sorted out and applicants were
informed,” said the second offi-
cial.

A deputy commissioner of one
of the districts in Assam
explained that the applications
were first scanned and subse-
quently thenames of the family
members on those applications
were manually fed into the soft-
ware. This process may haveled
todataentry errors, headded.

The first official said the
mix-up did not lead to any
wrongful adjudication of citizen-
ship or additional exclusions,
because people had the opportu-
nity to file claims against their
exclusion.

Anymix-up between two fam-
iliesmayhavehadanimpacton
thefamily-tree verification stage
ofthe NRC, where families were
called foraphysical hearingand
asked to prove their ancestry
and lineage.

When asked how the authori-
ties would deal with complaints
from applicants about possible
exclusion from thefinallist due
totheabove mentioned technical
errors, the official said, “It would
depend on the Supreme Court
anditsorders.”

MUSLIM BODY HITS
OUT AT IMRAN AND
OWAISI OVER NRC

GUWAHATI: An apex body of 21
indigenous Muslim organisations in
Assam on Sunday slammed Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan for his
comments on NRC saying he has no
locus standi on the issue and they
have been living in the state peace-
fully for generations. Sayed Muminul
Aowal, president of the apex body of
indigenous Muslim organisations, also
asked Hyderabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi not to try to incite the people
of Assam with wrong information on
the issue of National Register of
Citizens.

Bangladesh, from where peo-
ple have supposedly migrated
unabatedly, doesnotaccept that
theseareits citizensand, in most
cases, thereisno

evidence to suggest that they
belong to that country. It is this
complexity that the updated citi-
zens’ register, which weeded out
1.9millionresidents, sought out
to address through a labyrin-
thine bureaucratic process.

A tricky question before the
panelis a standard definition of
whoisanativeinastatethatisa
virtual museum of many ethnici-
ties and races. Bhattacharya
said a definition of Assamese/
indigenous was suggested in 2012
by the Pranab Gogoicommittee,
which many parties had
accepted. “Wewillwork onitand
look into suggestions, consult all
tribes and academics.” Pranab
Gogoiisaformer speaker of the
state’slegislative assembly.

Professor Sandhya Goswami,
apolitical scientist who retired
from Gauhati University, said
the citizens’ register could be
improved upon but it ought not
toberejected outright. “We can-
notgoonfightingabout the num-
ber and, in my view, anybody
who hasfully assimilated within
Assam’scultureisan Assamese.
Ofcourse, thisisnotthesameas
anindigenous person.”

= Mamata Banerjee

Mamata intensifies
attack on Centre,

highlights Gorkhas'
exclusion from list

HT Correspondent
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KOLKATA: West Bengal chiefminis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on Sunday
targeted the Narendra Modigov-
ernmentfor the second time since
the publication of the final
National Register of Citizens
(NRC)for Assam, expressing con-
cernoverexclusion of1.9million
names from the final list.

Afterraisingtheissue ofexclu-
sion of Bengali-speaking people
onSaturday, the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) chief on Sunday
expressed shock over exclusion
of members of the Gorkha com-
munity. “EarlierIwasnotaware
of the full NRC fiasco. As more
and moreinformationiscoming
in, we are shocked to see that
names of more than 11lakh Gor-
kha people have been excluded
from the list,” she wrote in a
series of tweets on Sunday.

“In fact, names of thousands
and thousands of genuine Indi-
ans, includingthose of CRPFand
otherjawans, family members of
former President Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed, have been excluded.”
“Governmentmust take care that
genuine Indians are not left out
and justice is meted out to all of
our genuine Indian brothersand
sisters.”

Political strategist Prashant
Kishor, whose Indian Political
Action Committee was roped in
by the TMC in June this year for
an image makeover drive, also
used the microblogging site to
express his concern. “Abotched
up NRCleaveslakhsof peopleas
foreignersin their own country!
Suchisthe price people pay when
political posturing & rhetoric is
misunderstood as solution for
complex issues related to
national security without paying
attentiontostrategic & systemic
challenges,” Kishore tweeted.
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Asked Pak forimmediate
remedial action: Centre

CONVERSION OF SIKH G

Ve

Press Trust of India
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NEW DELHI: In the wake of forced
conversion of two Sikh girls in
Pakistan, India on Sunday
expressed strong concern over
the incidents and asked the
neighbouring country to take
remedial action to stop such
cases.

External affairs ministry
spokesperson Raveesh Kumaron
Sunday said that civil society and
people of India have strongly con-
demned the forced abduction,
conversion and marriage of the
two Sikh girls.

InPakistan’s Punjab province,
ateenage Sikh girl, thedaughter
of a priest, was allegedly
abductedand converted toIslam
at gunpoint before she was mar-
ried toa Muslim man, her family
allegedinavideo.

They say she is 18-years old.
The Sikh community in Nankana
Sahib, the birthplace of Sikhism
founder Guru Nanak Dev, has
held protests over theincident.

“Thecivil society &the people
of India have strongly con-
demned the recent deplorable
incidents of forced abduction,
conversion & marriage of two
Sikh girls in Pakistan. We have
reflected these strong concerns
with Pakistan and have asked for
immediate remedial action,”
Kumar said on Twitter

Theabduction of ateenage girl
Jagjit Kaur came to light on
Thursday after Shiromani Akali
Dal spokesperson Majinder
Singh Sirsasharedavideo ofthe
girl’sfamily narratingthe ordeal
onsocial media.

Theincidentled to a furore in
India with several politicallead-
ers across parties demanding
action against the perpetrators.

According to the FIR filed by
the girl’s family, eight men had
barged into their house in Nan-
kana Sahibon August28and took
away Jagjit Kaur at gunpoint.

On Saturday, it was reported
that another girl identified as
Renuka Kumari was abducted
from her college in Sukkur in
Sindh province of Pakistan.

IRLS Protests held outside Pakistan High Commission in Delhi

The MEA had earlier said that
ithasreceived anumber ofrepre-
sentationsfrom various quarters
of civil society and members of
Sikh religious bodies about the
incidentin Pakistan.

PROTESTS OUTSIDEPAK
HIGH COMMISSION

The MEA response on Sunday
came even as protests were held
outside the Pakistan High Com-
mission hereby alarge gathering
of Sikhs and others, demanding
thatIslamabadtakeactioninthe
matter.

People took out a march here
on Sunday to protest abduction,
forceful conversionand marriage
ofa Sikh girl toaMuslim manin
Pakistan.

They walked from Teen Murti
Bhavan to Pakistan High Com-
mission in solidarity with the
girl.

Protestors raised slogans
against Pakistan and demanded
justice for the teenager who was
allegedly abducted and con-
verted toIslam before beingmar-
ried to a Muslim man in Paki-
stan’s Punjab province.

(With Agency Inputs)

AHEAD OF DARBAR MOVE

‘More officia

Ravi Khajuria and
Smriti Kak Ramachandran
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JAMMU/NEW DELHI: More officials
will be deployed in the Kashmir
Valley to oversee and execute
administrative functionsasthe
biannual Darbar move takes
placeatthe end of October, shift-
ing the government of Jammu
and Kashmir from Srinagar to
the winter capital Jammu, offi-
cialsaware of the matter said.

Atleast5,000employees of the
civil secretariat and 33 govern-
ment departments form part of
the Darbar move but this time
fewer will people will be sent to
Jammu, an official familiar with
the matter said on condition of
anonymity.

J&K will formally become a
Union Territory on October 31,
which is also around the time
when the exercise of shiftingthe
secretariat and other govern-
ment offices from Srinagar to
Jammutakes place.

According to an official in
Srinagar, this year, once the seat
of administration moves to
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= Members of a Sikh group raise anti-Pakistan slogan aga
to Islam at Teen Murti near Pakistan High Commission in New Delhi on Sunday.
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inst reports of a Sikh girl’s forceful conversion

VIPIN KUMAR /HT PHOTO

India-Pak face off in
Male over J&K issue

NEWDELHI: The deputy chairman
of India’s Rajya Sabha and the
deputy speaker of Pakistan’s
National Assembly were
involvedinaheated exchangeon
the situation in Kashmir while
participatingin the South Asian
Speakers’ Summit in the Mal-
diveson Sunday.

The exchange was triggered
when Qasim Suri, the deputy
speaker of Pakistan’s lower
house of Parliament, commented
during his speech that the
“oppression” of the Kashmiri
people cannot beignored.

Suri said the world commu-
nity cannotafford toturnablind
eye to the problems of the Kash-
mirisandthat Pakistan’s Parlia-
ment stands with “all oppressed
people”. He said the Kashmir
issue should be settled in line
with the UNSC resolutions and
the wishes of the Kashmiris.

This prompted Harivansh
Narayan Singh, the deputy chair-

= Workers carry official documents as part of the biannual darbar

move from Jammu to Srinagar on April 27.

Jammu; more officials will be
deployedin the Valley to ensure
smooth functioning of services
in the wake of communication
restrictions that have been
imposed since August 5, when
the reorganisation of the state
was announced in Parliament,
together with the stripping ofits
special status.

“We usually have a special
secretary in Srinagar when the
Darbar moves to Jammu; but
this year owingto the groundsit-
uation we will ensure there are

NCERT to get institute
of importance status

Amandeep Shukla

= amandeep.shukla@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: In a move that’s
expectedtoboostresearchinthe
methodand practice ofteaching,
especially attheschoollevel, the
Union humanresource develop-
ment ministry plans to enact a
legislation that would bestow
“Institute of National Impor-
tance” status on the National
Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT).

According to HRD officials,
consultations have been held
withthelaw and other ministries
and once the Prime Minister’s
Officegivesitthenod, thelegisla-
tion can be brought before the
cabinet for approval.

The NCERT, setupin1961,isa
uniqueinstitution, which, apart
from publishing widely used
school textbooks, hasbeenat the
forefront ofeducational reforms
ranging from creating the
National Curriculum Frame-
work (NCF)in 1975,1988, 2000 and
2005 to developing inputs for the
National Policy of Education in
1968 and again to he education
policy currently beingframed by
the Centre.

Itisahighlyironical situation.
Whilethe NCERT hasbeen advis-

ing the Centre and the states in
policymaking and its research
and suggestions are often the
drivers behind key changes, the
NCERT’sown institutions donot
have the power even to grant
degrees,” a senior government
official said on condition of ano-
nymity.

“The research, development
and training activities of the
NCERT would be boosted with
the INIstatus,” the official said.

However, it is a demand for
which the prestigious organisa-
tion has waited for nearly a dec-
ade. A committee formed by the
HRD ministry under Prof.
Govardhan Mehta in 2010 had
recommended thatthe NCERT be
given the INI status.

Former University Grants
Commission member, Professor
Inder Mohan Kapahy said, “I
agree with the proposaltoaward
NCERT theINI status...However,
care must be taken this doesn’t
reduce to become a routine uni-
versity trouting out degrees.”

INIstatus has been conferred
so far on institutions like the
Indian Institutes of Technology,
AllIndiaInstitute of Medical Sci-
ences, National Institutes of
Technology and the National
Institutes of Design.

NITIN KANOTRA /HT FILE

more officialsin the Valley com-
pared to the previous years,”
said the official.

According to the official
quoted above, the modalities of
how the work isallocated will be
finalised in the coming week.

Given therestrictions on com-
munication, thereisasensethat
the administrative functions in
the Valley should not be ham-
peredinthelong winter months
ahead. Landlines work intermit-
tentlyinsome areas and the gov-
ernment has announced that it

manofIndia’sRS, toraiseapoint
of order that was allowed by the
Maldives Speaker Mohamed
Nasheed. He said: “We strongly
object to the raising of internal
matter of India in this forum...
There is a need for Pakistan to
end cross-border terrorism and
all kinds of state support toitin
theinterest ofregional peace and
stability.” He also pointed out
Nasheed and Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union secretary general
Martin Chungongsaid theforum
was meant only to discuss the
Sustainable Development Goals.
Quratulain Marri, a member
ofthe Pakistani Senate, tooraised
apointoforderand said the SGDs
were also about human rights
andagain referred to “atrocities
being meted out in Kashmir”.
Singh accused Pakistan of
“genocide” thatled to creation of
a separate country and ques-
tioned Islamabad’smoralrightto
raisethe Kashmirissue. HTC

will open mobile communication
linesinsomeareassuchasnorth
Kashmir’s Kupwara.

Speculation that the Darbar
move--introduced in 1872 by the
then Dograking Maharaja Ran-
bir Singh-- in the erstwhile
princely state will be suspended
after J&K and Ladakh get desig-
natedas UTshasbeen put torest.

A government circularissued
by the estates department con-
firmed that the shift to Jammu
forthe nextsixmonths will take
placein November. The depart-
ment has sought to know the
requirement for residential
accommodation in Jammu for
officials who will move there
from November to April.

In the circular, the director,
estates, requested all the finan-
cial commissioners, principal
secretaries, commissioner secre-
taries and heads of various gov-
ernment departments tofurnish
information on officialslikely to
gotoJammu. The estatesdepart-
menthasset September 10as the
last date for receiving the infor-
mationinthe prescribed format.

“Thecircularis self-explana-

JAWAN KILLED IN
SHELLING ALONG
LoG IN POONCH

Press Trust of India
= |etters@hindustantimes.com

JAMMU: An Army jawan was
killed on Sunday as Pakistan vio-
lated ceasefire by resorting to
mortar shelling and small arms
firingon forward posts and villa-
ges along the Line of Control in
Poonch district of Jammu and
Kashmir, officials said.

The soldier, manning a for-
ward post, waskilledin thefiring
from across the border in Shah-
pur-Kerniarea of Poonch sector,
an Army official said.

Further detailsofthe incident
were awaited, he said.

The ceasefire violation by Pak-
istan comes a day after Army
Chief General Bipin Rawat
visited the troops on the LoC in
the twin districts of Poonch and
Rajouri, and reviewed the pre-
vailingsituation and operational
readiness of the units of White
Knight Corps.

Jammu-based based Army
PROLtColDevender Anand said,
“At about 1300 hours, Pakistan
initiated ceasefire violation by
firingof small arms and shelling
with mortars in Poonch sector.
TheIndian Army retaliated befit-
tingly.” Accordingtotheofficials,
thefiringfromacrosstheborder
wasintense.

Seven people, including five
soldiers and a 10-day-old baby,
were Kkilled and several others
injuredinfrequent ceasefire vio-
lations by Pakistan alongthe LoC
inthetwodistricts since July.

The chief of Army staff
(COAS), who was on a two-day
visittoJammu and Kashmir, on
Saturday visited forward areas
along the LoC in Poonch and
Rajouri districts, and reviewed
the mission readiness of units,
responsemechanismto ceasefire
violations, measures adopted to
deal with Pakistan proxies, coun-
terinfiltration posture and prep-
aration to deal with violent
actions on the Line of Control.

THE CEASEFIRE
VIOLATION BY PAKISTAN
COMES A DAY AFTER
ARMY CHIEF GEN BIPIN
RAWAT VISITED THE
TROOPSONTHELQCIN

—

to ground situation’

tory -- that the practice of bian-
nual Darbar Move will continue
but this time around it may be a
limited exerciseand thatis why
the department has sought infor-
mation of officials who arelikely
tomovetoJammuin November
2019,” said another official,
requestinganonymity.

Though successive govern-
ments in J&K downplayed the
expenditure incurred on the
practice, the cash-strapped state
spent close to 150 crore every
year on facilitating it, officials
awareofthedetails said. “Every
sixmonthsthe stateroad trans-
port corporation has to provide
around 150 trucks and 50 buses
for the purpose,” said the second
official quoted above.

J&K Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee chief and former MLC,
Ravinder Sharmasaid, “Weare
getting reports from officials
thatthistime aroundit would be
alimited Darbar move. ”

“...Financial and administra-
tive support for availability of
suppliesin winter for works will
bemade,” the first official cited
above said.

Pakistan to grant
consular access
to Jadhav today

Imtiaz Ahmad
= |etters@hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Sunday
saidithas granted India consular
access to Kulbhushan Jadhav
and Indian officials will be
allowed tomeethim on Monday.

In a tweet, the Pakistani For-
eign Office said this was being
done in line with the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ) ver-
dict. TheICJ on July 17 said Paki-
stanhasviolated Jadhav’srights
under the Vienna Convention on
Consular Relationsand soughta
review of his death sentence.

Pakistan announced amilitary
court has sentenced Jadhav to
deathin April 2017 ayear afterit
said he was arrested from Balo-
chistan in March 2016 and
charged with involvementin spy-
ingand subversive activities.

India has rejected the allega-
tions against Jadhav saying he
waskidnapped from the Iranian
port of Chabahar, where he was
runningabusiness.In May 2017,
New Delhi petitioned the ICJ.

Pakistan hasdowngraded dip-
lomatic ties with India and sus-
pended bilateral trade in
responsetothe curfewin Jammu
and Kashmir.

India last month effectively
turned down Pakistan’s offer for
consular access to Jadhav in its
current form. Officials told HT
that New Delhi hasasked Islama-
bad toprovide “unimpeded” con-
tact with the Indian national on

= Kulbhushan Jadhav

deathrow.InresponsetoIslama-
bad’s conditional offer of consu-
lar access, the Indian govern-
mentasked the Pakistaniside to
“provide unimpeded consular
access” to Kulbhushan Jadhav
“inanenvironmentfreefromthe
fear of intimidation and repri-
sal”. The access was asked in
light of the orders ofthe ICJ.

HT last month reported that
Pakistan attached several condi-
tions to its offer, including the
presence of its officials during a
meeting between Jadhav and
Indian officials and the use of
audioand videodevicestorecord
the conversation. This was the
reason why the Indian side had
insisted on the meeting being
heldinanenvironmentfree from
intimidation and reprisal.

The concept of consularaccess
entails officials of one country
beingabletomeetaprisonerina
foreign country without being
overheard.

Imran, Sar_lders
attack !ndla over
Kashmir issue

Imtiaz Ahmad
= letters@hindustantimes.com

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan on Sunday
asked theinternational commu-
nity torecognise the grave threat
to regional and world peace
posed by anuclear-armed India
“taken over by the Hindu
supremacist group, Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)”.

“Wearetalkingaboutacoun-
try of over a billion people with
nuclear weapons taken over by
an extremeideology. Allminori-
ties are now being systemati-
cally targeted in India . Kash-
miris have been under siege for
the past28days. Thisisthesame
RSSphilosophy whichled tothe
massacre of Muslims in the
Indian state of Gujarat,” Paki-
stan PM said addressing the
Islamic Society of North Amer-
ica(ISNA)in Houston on Sunday
viavideolink.

PM Imran said the whole of
Indiaisinthe grip of an extrem-
ist ideology that is threatening
theveryfabric of Indian society.

Democrat presidential candi-
date Bernie Sanders also
expressed concernover the cur-
rent conditions in Kashmir,
terming it “unacceptable”, a
mediareport said on Sunday.

AddressingtheISNA, the Ver-
mont Senator said the US must
ensure the implementation of
international laws and should
press for a peaceful resolution
through the UN, leading Paki-
standaily, The Express Tribune
reported.

(With Agency Inputs)

First integrated battle group
to be deployed along border

SudhiRanjan Sen

= sudhi.sen@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: Astensions simmer on
the3,323-km-longIndia- Pakistan
border, the Indian army is set to
deploy its first Integrated Battle
Group (IBG)alongthefrontier by
theend ofthis year, Chiefof Army
Staff General Bipin Rawat said. In
all, theIndian Army planstoform
and deploy 11 -13IBGsto protect
its western and eastern borders.

Theministry of defence (IMoD)
hascleared thereorganisation of
IX Corps, based in Yol in Hima-
chal Pradesh, toform theIBGsto
be deployed along the western
border. Raised in 2009, IX Corpsis
oneofthearmy’s youngest corps
andispartofthe Chandimandir,
Haryana-based Western Army
Command.

Thisis one ofthe biggest reor-
ganisations of the Army and Gen-
eral Rawatisits primemover.

Restructuring of the combat
potential of the Indian army will
happen “selectively from sector
tosector,” Rawatsaid. “Theinter-
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national border portion of J&K
Kashmir will seereorganisation
first followed by others, making
the Indian army a leaner and
meaner fighting unit,” general
Rawat said, explaining the
rationale behind the exercise.
Incontrast with the traditional
and somewhat antiquated fight-
ingunits of thearmy Corps, each
of which comprisesatleastthree
brigades, the IBGs are smaller,
meaner, self-contained fighting
units, including elements of air
power, artillery,amour. TheIBG
will encompass 6-8 battalions
dependingontheterrain whereit
is deployed and the purpose it is
meant for...The composition of
the IBGs will vary depending on
the “task” and the “order of bat-
tle,” said a senior Army officer
who did not want tobe named.
“The IBGs, on an average,
would comprise 20,000- 25,000
men,”’said the officer. Whileeach
IBG will bea self-contained fight-
ing unit, it can draw logistical
support from other formations.
The IBGs will be smaller and

CONG SHOULD BE ‘ASHAMED’ OF RAHUL’S
COMMENTS ON KASHMIR: AMIT SHAH

SILVASSA: Attacking the Congress, Union home minister Amit Shah said on
Sunday that it should be “ashamed"” that its leader Rahul Gandhi's state-
ment was used by Pakistan in its petition to the UN on Kashmir. At

a public meeting, Shah said people have supported the

Narendra Modi government's move to nullify Article 370 but
some, he added in a swipe at Gandhi, are still opposing it.

“"Whatever statements Rahul Gandhi make are lauded in
Pakistan. Pakistan has included his comments in its plea.
Congress leaders should be ashamed that these state-

ments," he said. Gandhi had in a statement spoken about
reports of violence and “people dying"” in Kashmir
following the removal of provisions of Article 370.

THE POLITICAL JOURNEYS OF THE NEW GOVERNORS

KALRAJ MISHRA,
Rajasthan

Kalraj Mishra, who will replace
Kalyan Singh as Rajasthan governor,
has been a three-time Rajya Sabha
member and a former Union
minister. He was born on July 1,1941,
at Malikpur in Uttar Pradesh'’s
Gazipur district. Mishra won the
2014 Lok Sabha polls from Deori
constituency and served as Union
minister for micro, small and
medium enterprises from May 2014
to September 2017. Mishra joined
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
in1963. He has been the BJP's Uttar
Pradesh unit chief and the party'sin
charge of Rajasthan (2004-06).
Mishra was a cabinet minister in UP
and held portfolios of public works,
medical education, and tourism
from March 1997 to August 2000. In
July 2019, he was made Himachal
governor.

BS KOSHYARI,

Maharashtra

Bhagat Singh Koshyari, who has
been named as Maharashtra's 19th
governor, is a former Uttarakhand
chief minister. He was the first BJP
chief in Uttarakhand after the state
was formed in 2000. Koshyari, who
will replace C Vidyasagar Rao, comes
from the Kumaon region, where he
started out as an RSS functionary.
He has been instrumental in setting
up branches of RSS's Saraswati
Shishu Mandir schools in his state. A
Rajput, Koshyari became an MLCin
undivided Uttar Pradesh in 1997,
until Uttarakhand was carved out in
November 2000. He served as the
opposition leader in the Uttara-
khand assembly between 2002 and
2007. Koshyari was nominated to the
Rajya Sabhain 2007, and elected as a
Lok Sabha member in 2014. He was
jailed during Emergency.

T SOUNDARARAJAN,
Telangana

Tamilisai Soundararajan, 58, who has
been named as Telangana governor,
isa gynecologist by profession. Her
father, Kumari Ananthan, was an
influential chief of Tamil Nadu's
Congress unit. Her uncle, H Vasant-
hakumar, is the Congress's Parlia-
ment member from Kanyakumari.
She joined the BJP in the late 1990s
when the party had little presence
in the state. Soundararajan served
as the BJP's South Chennai Medical
Wing secretary in 1999. Two years
later, she was named as the party's
state general secretary of the
medical wing in 2001. In 2005, she
became the BJP's state secretary.
Soundararajan was elevated to the
post of BJP vice-president in 2007
and later national secretary in 2013.
She was made the president of BJP's
Tamil Nadu unit a year later.

' 4y
B DATTATREYA, ARIF M KHAN,
Himachal Pradesh Kerala

BJP leader Bandaru Dattatreya, who
was appointed as Himachal Pradesh
governor, has been a four-time Lok
Sabha member from Telangana's
Secunderabad. He has served as
minister in both Atal Bihari Vajpayee
and Narendra Modi governments. A
science graduate, Dattatreya was
born on June 12,1947 He joined the
RSSin 1965, and was jailed during
the Emergency. He joined the BJP in
the 1980s and held various posi-
tions, including that of state general
secretary. He was appointed as BJP's
Andhra Pradesh chief in 1997. He was
elected to LS for the first time in
1991. He got re-elected in 1998 and
1999 and served as Union minister of
state. Dattatreya lost the 2004 and
2009 polls. He again won in 2014 and
was made minister of state (inde-
pendent charge) at the Centre.

Arif Mohammad Khan, the new
governor of Kerala, has been
associated with several parties
including Bharatiya Kranti Dal,
Congress, Janata Dal, BSP and the
BJP.Born in UP, the 68-year-old
Khan has been an active advocate
forinternal reformation in Islam. He
has criticized parties for playing the
“Muslim card”. He had quit the
cabinet after the Rajiv Gandhi
government caved in to the pres-
sure of Muslim clergy and reversed a
Supreme Court verdict granting
alimony to a divorced woman from
the community. He was one of the
youngest MLAs in UP, at the age of
26. At the Centre, he has held
portfolios such as civil aviation and
energy. He will be taking over from
former Chief Justice of India (retired)
Justice P Sathashivam.

more flexible, allowing faster
mobilisation. The formation of
the IBGs, among other things,
will drastically cut the time
required to mobilise the strike
armsofthe Army. EachIBG will
becommanded by an officer of the
rank of major general.

The Siliguri-based XXXIII
Corps, tasked with protecting the
Indo-Tibetan border including
Sikkim, is next in line for being
transformed into an IBS. The
XXXIII Corps, whichmoved toits
present location in 1962, com-
prisestheBlack Cat, Kirpanand
Striking Lion divisions and an
artillery division —an estimated
30,000 thousand soldiers.

The XXXIII Corpsislikely tobe
reorganised into five IBGs, each
tasked differently, a second sen-
iorofficer requestinganonymity
said. The recently raised, Pana-
garh, West Bengal-based Moun-
tain Strike Corps, or Brahmastra
Corps, the only strike corps desig-
nated to fight along the India-
China border, will also be
restructured toformthreeIBGs.

Kashmiri activist stopped at
Delhi’s IGl airport

NEW DELHI: A Kashmirirights
activist was stopped by authori-
ties at the Delhi airport and barred
from flying abroad, officials
familiar with the matter said on
Sunday. Gowhar Geelani was
stopped from travelling to
Germany at the Indira Gandhi
International airport on Saturday,
they said. Geelani was travelling
fora programme with German
broadcaster Deutsche Welle.

Babri case: Kalyan
Singh may face trial
as immunity ends

Press Trust of India
= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Outgoing Rajasthan
governor Kalyan Singh may have
tofacetrial for criminal conspir-
acy in the Babri Masjid demoli-
tion caseastheimmunity hehas
been enjoying for holding the
constitutional post will go away
at the end of his tenure, people
familiar with the matter said.

On April 19,2017, the Supreme
Court had ordered revival of
criminal conspiracy charges
against Bharatiya Janata Party
leaders LK Advani, Murli Mano-
har Joshiand Uma Bharati.

Ithadalso clarified that Singh,
who was the chief minister of
Uttar Pradesh when the Babri
Masjid was demolished in 1992,
could not be brought in as an
accused tofacetrialin view of the
constitutionalimmunity granted
toGovernorsunder Article 361 of
the Constitution.

However, the apex court told
the CBI to call Singh as an
accusedassoonasheceasestobe
the Governor.

Singh was appointed as the
Rajasthan Governor on Septem-
ber3,2014for afive-year tenure.
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Sub-Lease, collaboration in Okhla

Phase-II. Suitable for Catering/ Food :
Delivery. # 9811555954, 9811011006

ATTENTION OWNERS of
Running Paying guest houses /
Hostels or Guest Houses. We are

BUSINESS OFFER IT ZON E
FULLY EQUIPPED, New Kitchen - :
Area 3000 Sq. ft. available for

looking for fully furnished, neat,
clean and well located above
properties on Lease or Service
Agreement with minimum 10
rooms in Delhi / NCR. Interested
parties please give miss call at
8882440022 Regards -Prashant

: | a fast depreciating asset.

You don't buy the printer;
: | We give you one FREE!

¢ | We do it FREE!

RAJINDRA PLACE fully furnished :
&equipped Airconditioned 30 seater :
+very capable wrkg Staff,Restaurant :
on Lease/ Contract/ Commission :
Basis # 9811871469, 9717500469

Pay as much as you USE!

| eanr. Mukul
ASTROLOGY | Calt

Don't buy Printer, we give it
i| You don't buy the printer instead
| use your money in business and
¢ | not waste on acquiring and owning

.| You don't worry about maintenance;

You don't worry about payment;

Authorised Channel Partner Multi Function Printers

: 9953585201 acsher@marsprintech.com
Abhishek: 9818889727 www.marsprintech.com

;
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Offer for Offices Only

DO YOU think that No Body Can
solve your problems? Call Pandit S.K :
TANTRIK . Solutions of lovers,
husband wife problem, vashikaran,
Second wife, Childless.
09646072359, 09646072349.

£ 1, KUMAR Anupam /0 Shri Navin
¢ Kumar R/o A2-402, Stellar Sigma
Appartments, Sigma-4, Greater

my name to Anupam Kumar
Verma for all future purposes.

EMPLOYMENT [

SIDHANT Goel, S/o

Sh. Surinder Kumar Goel,
R/0 176, Ashoka Enclave-Il,
Sector-35, Faridabad-121003,
Haryana has changed the
name of my minor son from
Aahir Goel to Vidhant Goel
(D.0.B. 24.01.2019) for all
future purposes.

PARTTIME JOB

KUMAR PRIVATE Limited Com- :
pany Requirements only for male
trained / untrained part time full
time Daily. 12000 to. 18000. Earn-
ing. Call or What's app. 7289958198  :

SUSHIL /0 Jeet Singh R/0
B-104, St.No.6, Meet Nagar,
Shahdara, Delhi-94 have

changed my name to Sushil Kumar
for all future purposes.

ASTROLOGY
: 1, NEHA upadhayay W/0- Tarun
NADI ASTROLOGY Guruji-8. Raju, ©  KUmar Patfiak, R/o- R2/44/46,

A h : Pole No. 109, Shankar Park, West
Services in Delhi from last 20 years. : Sagarpur, New Delhi 110046 have
Give your Thumb impression and .

. ¢ changed my name to Neha Pathak
know your total life future. Contact: : ¢4 )i pUrpOSes.
9968508239, 011-29817280. ’

R/0 H.No. 93A, Kumhar Basti,Village
-Gharoli, Delhi-96 have changed

my name to Farhat Afza D/o Shri
Rahisuddin for all future purposes.

PASSPORT

PASSPORT/ VISA Name Change/
Gazatte, #9313636856, 7042590892

MEENA Kumari Chandna W/o

No.13, Sohna Gurgaon, Haryana-
122103, have changed my name to
Meena Arora for all purposes.

LUXURY CALL ONLY

RAMESH chandra Srivastava S/o
Devki Nandan Lal Srivastava R/o
2085, Katra Gokul Shah, Sita Ram
Bazar Delhi-110006 have changed my
Minor Son name from Bhavishya

I, RAHUL kakkar S/o Sh. Swadesh

Noida,G.B.Nagar(U.P.) have changed

1 VISHAL Pandey S/o Braj Kishor

- I RAHISHUDDIN /o Mumtaz A

1, ZUBAIR 5/ Shri Rahisuddin

| SAMBHUNATH Bandyopahyaya |

FARHAT Afza D/o Md Rahisuddin
i 1,GARIMA KAPOOR v/0

Sandeep Kumar Arora R/0 311, Ward
1 VISHAL Pandey S/o Braj Kishor

1 HITHERTO known as Rajesh

Kumar Kakkar R/o House No.72, 2nd :
Floor, Sukhdev Vihar, Delhi-25 have :
changed my minor son name from
Veer Kakkar to Karanveerr Kakkar

for all future purposes

Pandey, R/0 B-244, New Panchwati, :
Ghaziabad, have changed my :
daughter's name from Sweta Rani to :
Sweta Pandey for all purposes. :

R/0 House No. 93A, Kumhar Basti,
Village- Gharoli, Delhi-96 have
changed my name to Rahisuddin
for all future purposes.

R/0 House No. 93A, Kumhar Basti,
Village- Gharoli, Delhi-96 have
changed my name to Zubair Saifi
for all future purposes.

S/0 Mukunda Lall Bandyopadhyaya :
R/0 House No. 224/P, Sector-12A, &
Gurgaon Haryana have changed my :
name to Sambhu Banerjee for all :
future purposes.

HIMANSHU TANWAR born on 24 July
1991 residing at E-1353, Sainik
Colony, Sector-49, Faridabad, have
changed my name to GARIMA
KAPOOR TANWAR vide affidavit dated
30/08/2019 at Faridabad

{  ostarounn

: IT IS notified for the information that
original property documents incl :

Lease/Trf Deed etc. for Property
K.C Creative Works Pvt. Ltd, E-8,
Sec-63, Noida, U.P. has been
actually lost. Kishan Lal Khanna,
R/010/78, Geeta Colony, Gandhi
Nagar, Delhi. # 9870517002

Pandey, R/0 B-244, New Panchwati, :
Ghaziabad, have changed my son's
name from Harsh Raj to Himalaya
Pandey for all purposes.

Kumar S/o Sh. Ram Baksh,

Royal Class Body
Massage by Young
Educated Decent

Male/Female Staff

24hrs. Hotel Service

ALISHA OBERO!

I KRISHNA Nandan Prasad s/o

9540745478

i 1, REEMA Aggarwal W/o Shri

Hans Lal Roy,R/0 1004/T1,Gulmohar

Garden, Raj Nagar Extension, Gha-

srivastava to Vihaan srivastava for all :

legal and Educational Purpose

TONNY Nagpal S/o Somnath
Nagpal R/0 27/110, A-1, Jwala
Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi-110032

have changed my name, which was

in my school from Tonny Nagpal
to Tony Nagpal for all purposes.

Devender Kumar Gupta R/o AB-29,

Delhi-110087, have changed my name

from Reema Agareal to Reema
Aggarwal for all future purposes.

I, SATPAL s/o Jawahar Lal

employed as Senior Statistical
Officer, National Sample Survey
Office (Field Operations Division),
Regional Office Delhi, Sankhyiki
Bhawan, 4th Floor, GPOA Building,
(BD Shahdara, Near Karkardooma
Court, Delhi-110032 residing at A
526-527, Madipur Colony,

New Delhi-110063 have changed
my name and shall hereafter be

known as to Rajesh Kumar Baroliya. :

Mianwali Nagar, Paschim Vihar, New I, DEEP Kala alias Sangeeta

W/o Suraj Kumar Mandal

R/0 H.No. 196E, Chitra Gupta
Road, Swami Ram Tirth Nagar,
Aram Bagh, Pahar Ganj, Central
Delhi-110055 informs that

this names are one and of the

£ 1, SRISHTI singh D/o Sh. Devender
Singh Malik R/o H.No. 3228, Sector-

15 Sonipat have lost my original
Adhar Card No. 599434525759,
LLM Marksheet, LLM Degree
WBNUJS Kolkata ID No. PG 21522,
Finder may contact above this
address. - 9467704833.

| MR CHANDRAJEET singh

Faujdar S/o Ranjit Singh Faujdar,

lost Passport No. 8615916. Mr Prem :

Kumar S/o Ramesh Kumar, lost
Passport No. T0175639. Mr Ravi
Verma S/o Manoj Verma, lost
Passport No. $2590960. Mr Arvind
Chandel S/o Kanshi Ram Chandel,
lost Passport No. P4792971. Finder
please contact: 8802923993

1o,

ziabad-201003, UP has changed my :

name to Krishna Nandan Prasad Roy : R/0 2084, Sector-9, Faridabad

have changed my name to

1, PRIVANKA Jayprakash Rai b/o Satpal Mangla.

Jayprakash Satyaram Rai W/o

Amitkumar Shachindranath Pandey
R/0B-104, Shipra Neo, Indirapuram
,Ghaziabad-201014, have changed my :
name to Priyanka Amitkumar Pandey :
after marriage for all purpose.

ALANKRIT Jaiswal has changed
my name to Alankriti Jaiswal Goel
after marriage on 09.12.2015 with
Mr. Sidhant Goel R/o 176,

Ashoka Enclave-lIl, Sector-35,
Faridabad-121003, Haryana.

I, GEETA Bisht W/o Harish Singh
Bisht R/0 RZ-128/396, Street No. 1C,
Shiv Puri, West Sagarpur, New Delhi :
110046, have changed my minor
son's name from Lavanya Bishtto ~ :
Aditya Bisht for all future purposes. :

Sharma R/o 401, Ganpati Cooper-

Sector 56, Gurgaon-122011 have
changed my name to Poonam Sain
for all purposes.

IT IS for general information that |
Dharmender Singh S/o Shri Ram
Prasad R/0 B-128, 3rd Floor,
Chhattarpur Enclave, Phase- 2, New
Delhi-74 declare that name of mine
has been wrongly written as
Dharmender Poniya and my wife as
Seema Poniya and my minor
daughter as Saniya Poniya in school
record. The actual name of mine/ my :
wife/ my minor daughter are as :
Dharmender Singh/ Seema Devi/
Saniya respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

¢ 1, BINIT Kumar Mishra S/o Shyam
: Chandra Mishra R/o Flat No.302,
Tower-D1, Ireo Skyon, Sector-60,

name from Binit Kumar Mishra to
Vinit Mishra, w.e.f. 24th Aug'19 for
all the purpose.

Kumar R/o0 C-60B, Rajat Vihar,

my name to Bindu Santhosh for all
purposes.

CONNECT YOUR BUSINESS
We Bay Physical Share/Demat Share

Sehi Restriction on Transfer of Physical
Share 31st Mar 2019

SAI PORT FOLIO SERVICES Also Deals in:-

1, SHIV Kumar S/o Sh. Mahavir

POONAM sharma W/o Inder Sain :

! ) ! i 1, VIJAY Motwani S/o Kauramal
ative Group Housing Society, GH-27, :

P:rn;(ﬁt;u?gg/sgsmarKhandelwal W NEW DELHIYMCA

| NOTICE OF ANNUAL

‘| GENERAL MEETING
(AGM) - 2019

Gurgaon- 122101, have changed my
¢ IT IS notified for the information that

, BINDU Gopinadh W/o Shri Santosh
Sector-62, Noida (U.P.) have changed :

same person. In future | will be
known as Deep Kala only.

1 pusLicNoTICES |

Parasad R/o B-1115, Shastri Nagar,
Delhi-110052 have changed my

: | The Annual General Meeting
¢ |(AGM) - 2019 of the Members
: [of New Delhi YMCA will be
: | held on 21 September 2019 at
:117:15 hrs in the Heinz
¢ | Auditorium, New Delhi YMCA
{|Tourist Hostel-cum-
: |Programme Centre, Jai Singh
i |Road, New Delhi—110001
i Jovial Vaghela
Chairman
: Board of Directors
i | New Delhi

905, Imp BIk, Supertech Estate, Sec9, :
Vaishali, Ghaziabad. M-9958933588  : | 02 September 2019

Motwani R/0-C-2/153, Satya Marg
Delhi have lost my letter of change
of plot of Ansal Palam Vihar from
202 to E2080 & Allotment Letter
of E-2080, Palam Vihar, situated
inand around village Chauma
Tehsil & Distt, Gurugram-122017
Finder Call :- 9873405780

my Original Qualifying Examination
Certificate of Main, Secondary
Examination of class X of Year 2018~ :
and Roll No. 5393209 issued hy CBSE  *
has been actually lost. Name of the
candidate: Utkarsh Dev, Address:

WE BUY
SPOT

* Physical Share Converted to Demat Mode.

* We Buy Listed/Delisted Share Demat Mode.

* Transmission of Share (Death Claim Matters.)

* Lost of Share Certificate (Duplicate issuance of Share.)

* Recovery of share transferred to investor education
protection fund (IEPF)/Unclaimed Dividend & Shares.

* We buy UTI Master Gain/Master Share Demate mode
Consultancy in UTI Unit, Morgan Stanely/Can-Pep/Taurus

and all mutual fund Scheme

SAl PORTFOLIO SERVICES

Mob:- © 9312800348,9582530762, Office: 0120-4247026
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PAYMENT

=1IHT
Readers are recommended to make all enquiries and
seek appropriate advice before acting on any
advertisement appearing in this publication. Any
subscriber sending money, incurring any expenses or
acting on any medical recommendations or entering
into any commitment in relation to any advertisement
published in this publication, shall do so entirely at
his/her discretion, intelligence and risk. The Company,
Publisher or any of its employees do not vouch for any
claims made by the Advertisers of products and services
and shall not be held liable for any damages, loss,
consequences, suffered by any person on account of
relyingonsuch advertisements.

|THE

Seal of the National Consumer
: [Disputes Redressal Commission

am—

School and College days are always special and it is our teachers who make them so special. Here is your opportunity
to relive this beautiful relationship and wish your teachers with a Greeting in

htclassifieds

In association with

Happy Teacher’s Day

TEACHERS ENLIGHTEN THE PATH OF SUCCESS FOR Us.

Book a Teacher’s Day message in HT Classifieds @ ¥ 650/- per message for minimum 5 lines. Each extra
line at ¥ 200/- & ¥ 250/- per sq.cms for Classifieds Display & take home a Gift Hamper from Pilot Pen.
Hurry! Stock limited. Book your message (upto 04th September 2019) and collect your gift from the nearest

HT Classifieds Quick booking centre or HT House, 18-20, K.G. Marg, New Delhi-110001 or Faridabad : 0129-4182030,

Gurgaon: 0124-4210673, Ghaziabad : 0120-4061101, Noida : 0120-4765664 for telebooking call 1800-103-1800

*Gifts shown in the ad product descriptors only and are in no way indicative of the brand or quantity that the consumer can get.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NATIONAL CONSUMER DISPUTES REDRESSAL
COMMISSION
Upbhokta Nyay Bhawan, 'F' Block, General Pool
Office Complex, INA, New Delhi-110023

Telephone No. 24608741, Fax No. 24651519

Website: http://ncdrc.nic.in
CONSUMER COMPLAINT NO. 2385 OF 2018

MR. KAPIL GUJRAL AND ORS.

Versus
M/S PARSVNATH DEVELOPERS LTD.

PURCHASERS/ALLOTTEES ~ OF

: |Sealed tenders are hereby invited on
: |behalf of E.D., HSC, New Delhi from
: |registered Contractors with Govt.
: |departments/ PSUs/ Fls/ Corporate for
: |the work of “Renovation, repair and
: |providing Modular Kitchen at
: |HUDCO residential Flat No.223 at
: |AGVC, Khel Gaon, New Delhi (Civil
: |work)”.

...complainant(s)

...0pp. Party(s)

THE| :
: [RESIDENTIAL FLATS IN "PARSVNATH PRIVILEGE"| :
LOCATED AT PLOT NO. 11, SECTOR - PI, GREATER| :
:[NOIDA, UTTAR PRADESH DEVELOPED BY|:
:|PARSVNATH DEVELOPERS LTD.
:|Whereas the above Complainants have, through :
:[Mr. Danish Zubair Khan, Advocate, Ch. No. 325, :
:[M.C. Setalvad Lawyers Chamber, Supreme Court| :
|of India, New Delhi-01, Mobile: 9873869593 filed| :
:the captioned Consumer Complaint before the| :
:|Hon'ble National Consumer Disputes Redressal| :
:|Commission, New Delhi on behalf and/or for the| :
i [benefit of all the consumers who have either] :
: |booked or have been allotted flats, in the project| :
:[namely "PARSVNATH PRIVILEGE" LOCATED AT|:
:|PLOT NO. 11, SECTOR - PI, GREATER NOIDA, UTTAR|
:|PRADESH being developed by the Opposite Party| :
:Inamed above for redressal of their common| :
‘|grievances, and seeking the following reliefs- :
:[a) allow the present complaint;
:|b) direct the Opposite Party to refund the entire| :
:|deposit made alongwith interest at the rate of| :
:[24% per annum from the date of deposit till the| :
alctual realization in favour of each member of the| :
i|Class.
‘|c) Direct Opposite Party to pay a sum of| :
:[Rs. 2,50,000/- as compensation for deceptive| :
:land unfair trade practice in favour of each|:
:|[member of the Class.;
:[d) Direct Opposite Party to pay a sum of|:
:IRs. 5,00,000/- as compensation for mental| :
‘|harassment and agony to in favour of each| :
:[member of the Class which caused solely by the| :
: |act of Opposite Party;
:|e) Opposite Party may also be directed to pay the| :
i[cost to the tune of Rs. 50,000/~ (Rupees Fifty| :
Tlhousand Only) in favour of each member of the| :
:|Class.;
:|f) Pass such other or further order/orders as may| :
i |be deemed fit and proper on the facts and in the| :
i |circumstances of this case.
:|And whereas the Hon'ble Commission vide its|
:[order dated 08.05.2019 is pleased to direct issue| :
:of notice of the institution of the above captioned| :
‘|complaint to all the consumers having same, :
:[interest in the matter. Accordingly, all allottees| :
:|of the above referred Project having the same| :
¢ |grievance against the Opposite Party, may appear| :
:|before the Commission in-person or through an| :
:|Advocate/ Authorized Representative on|:
:117.10.2019 at 10:30 a.m. They can inspect the file|
|of the aforementioned complaint in the office of| :
¢ [the Counsel for the Complainant (s) and apply for| :
: |being impleaded as a party to the complaint.
:|They may also note that the decision of the| :
:[Commission in the captioned complaint will| :
i|be binding on all the consumers on whose| :
:|behalf and/or for whose benefit the complaint]| :
[is instituted. :
: |Dated, this 30th day of August 2019
By Order| :
(S. Hanumnatha Rao)| :
Joint Registrar| :

brought to India by

*T/Capply

ABITAT SERVICES CENTRE (HSC)

co Place, Andrews Ganj, New Delhi-49

TENDER NOTICE

: |1. Estimated cost : Rs.5,08,791/-
: |2. EMD : Rs.10,200/-

: |3. Tender Cost : Rs.1,000/-

: |4. Last date of Tender closing:

09.09.2019

Hl Tender can be downloaded from
HIHSC’s website www.hscdelhi.in.
Contact : 011-41012223, 26257036.

Quick Booking Centres

There is one near you

SOUTH DELHI

Alaknanda
Libra Lehar,

Ph: 011-49573333 / 9540019519;
Defence Colony
Gupta Enterprises,

Ph: 24640698/ 24611788/
9810205253;

Lajpat Nagar-l
Durga Advertising,

Ph: 9891297117 / 41037117,
Yusuf Sarai
Aakriti Advertising,

Ph: 26561814 /26510090/
9810843218;

Saket
Apex Advertising
Ph: 011-41686304, 9910644333;
Madangir
D2E Channel Partner
Ph: 9873197116, 9873197117;
Vasant Kunj
Rank Advertising,

Ph: 26122616 / 26122618 /
9811199260;
Vasant Vihar
Dee Ad & Design
Ph: 9873999000;
Kalkaiji
Sankalp Advertising,
Ph: 26488073 / 26437771 |
26439999 / 32412227
9958498801;

Nehru Place
Evershine Agencies &
Consultants,

Ph: 26438298/ 26419865 /
9811043482,
Bhikaji Cama Place
Ad Time,

Ph: 46075141 / 9212003369,
Ashram
Hindustan Advertising,
Ph: 26346697, 26344287
Sarita Vihar
Mediaman,

Ph: 011-41016111, 9810497200.
Munirka
Ad Connect,

Ph: 46101415/ 9999943110,
Malviya Nagar
Pooja Advt Mktg Co.
Ph: 011-40517378, 40517372,
9891081700.

WESTERN RAILWAY-BHAVNAGAR DIVISION

INTEGRATED TURNKEY
CONTRACT WORK
Tender Notice Number. M 442/C&W/
Wsg.Clng./BVC/05/19 Date:27.08.2019,
For and on behalf of President of india,
Divisional Railway Manager (Mechanical)
Bhavnagar Para, Western Railway,
invites Open Tenders under “TWO
PACKET SYSTEM” in prescribed tender
forms from reputed contractors with
adequate experience and financial
capability for the under mentioned work
through IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in
Sr.No./ Description/Details: 1. Name of
work with its location: Integrated
turnkey contract work of Mechanized
washing and cleaning of Primary and
Secondary train coaches, interior cleaning
of platform return / terminating trains,
provision of toiletries in AC coaches,
intensive cleaning of primary train
coaches AC coach curtain washing and
cleaning of Depot premises at Bhavnagar
depot for a period of 4 vyears.
2. Approximate Cost of the work:
¥ 50915092.92/- X Five Crore Nine Lakhs
Fifteen Thousand Ninety Two and Paisa
Ninety tow only ), 3. Earnest Money to be
deposited: T 404600/ (X Four Lakhs Four
Thousand Six Hundred only), 4. Cost of
Tender document: ¥ 10,000/- R Ten
Thousand only) Non-Refundable,
5. Date & Time of closing of Tender:
15.00 hrs. on 24.9.2019, 6. Date & Time
of Tender Opening: 15.30 hrs. on
24.9.2019, 7. Website particulars:
www.ireps.gov.in 84

Like us on: I facebook.com/WesternRI

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Open E-Tender Notice
(Survey & Conctruction)
Forand on behalf of the President of India,
Dy. Chief Engineer (Construction)-1l North
Western Railway, Dausa invites online
open E-Tendering system ( Two packet
system) for the following works on
prescribed electronic forms:- 1. E-Tender
No. : NWR/SC/DO-GGC/Civil/
514111180R4 2. Name of the work with
its location : Construction of Broad
gauge ballastless track and tranitiion
from ballastless to ballasted track in
two tunnels with contractor's own
proven fastening system (_ Total
approx. length 3.10 KM) between
Didwana- lalsot section of DAusa-
Gangapurcity new line project and
between Kherwa Chanda- Zawar
section of Udaipur- Himmatnagar
Gauge conversion project in North
Western Railway in the state of
Rajasthan (India) 3. Approx. cost of
work : Rs. 11,55,99,000.00 4. Earnest
Money to be deposited : Rs. 7,28,000.00
5. Date for submission of e-Tender :
16.09.2019 at 15.00 hrs 6. Details and
particulars of website where e-tender
can be seen & filled up. : www.ireps.
gov.in 7. Official email address :
dycecnwrdo@gmail.com  g54. pajqg

Always travel with proper ticket.

HIGH COURT OF UTTARAKHAND AT NAINITAL
E-TENDER NOTICE

Dated: 30.08.2019

This Court invites E-tender for "On Site Comprehensive

Annual Maintenance Contract" of the Central Heating

System installed at High Court of Ultarakhand at Nainital, in

two-cover system (Technical & Financial) from

eligible/reputed/experienced vendors/firms.

The last date of submission of E-tender is 18.09.2019 at

4:30 PM. The details of Tender documents viz. technical bid

and financial bid along with terms and condition of tender

can be downloaded from http://uktenders.gov.in and our
website http://www.highcourtofuttarakhand.gov.in.

By order of the Court

Sd/-

Registrar General

REQUEST FOR BIDS

The Government of India has applied for financing from the World Bank
towards cost of the Assam IWT Project. Under the project, State Project
Director, Assam Inland Water Transport Development Society (AIWTDS)
invites Request for Bid (RFB) for framework agreement(s) through National
Open Competitive bidding process from reputed Manufacturers or their
authorized dealers/suppliers having requisite eligibility, for “Procurement
of SOLAS compliant Life Jackets and Life Buoys”. Complete documents of
the RFB shall be available on website www.assamtenders.gov.in, http://
iwtdirectorate.assam.gov.in and www.aiwtdsociety.in from 31st August,
2019. Intending bidders are required to register at e-tender portal of the
Assam Govt. www.assamtenders.gov.in and participate through e-tender
portal only. The last date and time of submission of Bid is 20th Sept’ 2019
at 1400 hours.
Sd/-
State Project Director
Assam IWT Development Society
Ulubari, Guwahati-781007

email: dir.iwtds-as@gov.in

Janasanyog No. CF/1417/19
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Doctor beaten to death in
Assam after worker dies

Sadiq Naqvi
= Syed.Sadig@htlive.com

GUWAHATI: A mob on Saturday
thrashed a 73-year-old doctorto
death for allegedly delaying the
treatment ofa worker, who suc-
cumbed tohishead injuries after
afall, at a tea estate hospital in
Assam’sJorhat, the state police
said on Sunday

Jorhat police superintendent
Nimbalkar Vaibhav Chandrak-
antsaid two attendants adminis-
tered Somra Majhi, 32, the
worker, aninjection at Teok Tea
Estate’s hospital on Dr Deben
Dutta’s advice while he was
away for lunch. Headded Majhi
died soon after Duttaarrived and
started treating him.

“Anangry mobsoon gathered
and started toabuse him [Dutta]
first and then thrashed the doc-
tor over allegations that he
arrived late. They attacked him
with broken glass pieces,” said
Chandrakant.

Headded that they havesofar
detained 21 people in connection
with the murder. “They are
likely tobearrested,” Chandrak-
ant said.

T0 PROTEST THE ATTACK,
THE INDIAN MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION HAS
ANNOUNCED A 24-HOUR
WITHDRAWAL OF
SERVICES, EXCCEPT

ey

Dutta died on his way to a
Jorhat hospital after police res-
cued him.

“He had head and leg inju-
ries,” said Chandrakant.

Assam police chiefKuladhar
Saikiasaid hehas sentaninspec-
tor general rank officer toJorhat
and directed that strict action
should be taken.

In a statement, Teok Tea
Estate said a welfare officer at
theteaestate, too, wasassaulted
when he tried torescue the doc-
tor. It added the crowd became
rowdier when the officer tried to
intervene.

The statement said the mob
comprised workers, non-work-
ersand outsiders.

Teok Tea Estate was closed

To reclaim political
legacy, Cong to mark
YSR death anniversary

Aurangazeb Nagashbandi
= |etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Congress will
observe the 10th death anniver-
sary of former united Andhra
Pradesh chief minister YS
Rajasekhara Reddy, popularly
known as YSR, across the state
on Monday asitseekstoreclaim
hispoliticallegacy.

YSR’s son and Andhra Pra-
desh chief minister, Y S Jagan-
mohan Reddy, insists to be the
only heirtothelateleader’sleg-
acy. He broke away from the
Congress to form his YSR Con-
gress Party, which was voted to
powerin May.

“He [YSR] was our leader.
Jagan can claim his family leg-
acy but his political legacy
belongs to the Congress and
nobody else,” said Congress’s
Andhra Pradesh in-charge CD
Meyyappan. “YSR’sdream was
tosee Rahul Gandhi asthe Prime
Minister but Jaganisnot fulfill-
inghisfather’s wish.”

Meyyappan said the Congress
will hold functions across the
state on YSR’s death anniver-
sary.

Congress hasmaintained that
YSR wasoneofitstallestleaders,
who worked for social justice
and inclusive development.

YSR died in an air crash on
September2,2009. YSR’sleader-
ship was credited for the Con-
gress’s victory in the state elec-
tionsin 2004 and 2009.

Bring law to check
population growth,
says Jitin Prasada

HT Correspondent

= |etters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:Former union minister
and Congress leader Jitin Pras-
adaon Sunday said the unabated
growth of India’s population was
concerningand asked the Centre
tobringinalawtocheck theris-
ingpopulationin the country.

“Thereshould beanationwide
discussion on population control.
A law should be made in this
regard. Ifthe country hastomove
forward, the population needsto
be checked,” Prasada told news
agency ANIinaninterview.

Prasada’scomments comeon
the back of Prime Minister Nar-
endraModi’s Independence Day
speech,in whichhad underlined
theneed totacklethechallenge of
population explosionin the coun-
try and cautioned that if left
unaddressed, it could pose prob-
lemsfor future generations.

“There is one issue I want to
highlight today — population
explosion. This can createmany
new crises for us, for our future
generation...,” he said.

The Prime Minister had also
said those who have adopted
measurestolimitthesize of their
familieshave served thenationin
their own way. With 1.3 billion
people, India is the world’s sec-
ondmost populous country. The
country’s population has
increased from 361 millionin 1951
to1.2billionin2011. Accordingto
thelatest United Nation’s popula-
tion projection, Indiais expected
tosurpass Chinaby 2024 and will
havemorethan 1.6billion people
by 2050. “Itis high time to take
concretesteps.Iurgethe govern-
menttobringintherequiredlaws
to check the rising population,”
Prasadasaid. Healsoblamedthe
population growth for slowing
down the economy.

= YS Rajasekhara Reddy. HTFILE

AndhraPradesh contributed
significantly to the Congress’s
returntopower atthe Centrein
2004 and 2009.

The party won 29 seats in the
statein 2004 Lok Sabhaelections.
The tally increased to 33 in the
2009 polls.

In the 2014 assembly and Lok
Sabha elections held after the
creation of Telangana, the Con-
gress was decimated in Andhra
Pradesh and failed to win any
seat.The Congresshasbeenrele-
gated to the political marginsin
Andhra Pradesh following its
bifurcationin 2014.

Itfailed to win any seatin the
Lok Sabha as well as the assem-
bly elections in 2014 and 2019.

“A true congressman all his
life, he continues toinspire usto
toil for social justice and inclu-
sive development,” Congress
leader Oommen Chandy said
while payingtributestothelate
leader on his ninth death anni-
versary.

= Arjun Singh.

BJP leader, 9 cops
injured in clash
with TMC workers

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: Bharatiya Janata Party
MP Arjun Singh and nine police
officials were injured in West
Bengal’s North 24 Parganas dis-
trictinaclash between support-
ersofthe BJP and the Trinamool
Congress on Sunday.

Singh, the Barrackpore MP,
who was admitted to a private
hospitalin Salt Lake, has alleged
thathe washit by police commis-
sioner Manoj Verma.

The police, however, has
refuted Singh’s claim, saying
thathe washitby abrick thrown
by his supporters.

According to locals in the
region, BJP and TMC workers
clashed overaparty officein the
Shyamnagar area. Singh’s car
was damaged by TMC workers
which escalated the clash and
spread to Kankinara, Bhatpara
and Jagaddal areas.

The West Bengal police, in a
series oftweets, accused the MP
and his son, Pawan Singh, of
inciting violence and attacking
thepolice.

“Today somehooligansled by
Arjun Singh, MP and his MLA
son forcibly blocked a road in
Jagaddal area of Barrackpore.
He provoked his supporters to
attack thepolice. Several police-
men including the Commis-
sioner got injured,” the state
police said on Twitter.

after the murder.

The Indian Medical Associa-
tion’s Assam branch condemned
themurderand saiditis the third
major assault on doctors serving
inteagardensinrecenttimes.It
announced a 24-hour with-
drawal of medical services
excluding emergency on Sep-
tember 3.

Jorhatdistrictadministration
has ordered a magisterial
inquiry into the murder. Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner
Subhan Gowallahasbeen asked
tosubmitareportinsevendays.

CCPADEMANDS ACTION
AGAINST ACCUSED
Meanwhile, Assam Valley Con-
sultative Committee of Planta-
tion Associations (CCPA) has
condemned the incident.

“Mindless and murderous
assault perpetrated on the Medi-
cal Officer of Teok Tea Estate
while he was on duty in the
Estate Hospital,” it said.

The Assam Valley CCPA has
urged authorities concerned to
apprehend those responsible for
theassaultand demanded strict

CHILD-LIFTING RUMOURS

Woman among four
beaten up in 3 days

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Two men, suspected to
be mentally unstable, were
beaten up on suspicion of being
child liftersin separate incidents
overaperiod of24 hoursin Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh,
police said on Sunday. Two per-
sons have been arrested in con-
nection with the caseinMadhya
Pradesh’s Satna.

Inthefirstincident, aresident
of Bihar’s Samastipur district
was beaten up in Pratapgarh dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh. People
familiar with the matter said the
victim was spotted by villagers
atTilouricrossingof Kundaand
thrashed him.

DP Singh, the station house
officer of Kunda Kotwali police
station, said the victim had been
rescued andis undergoing treat-
ment. In the second incident, a
45-year-old man, whoisyettobe
identified, was beaten up in
Satna district of Madhya Pra-
desh on Friday. A video of the
incident that went viral, pur-
portedly showed a group of peo-

(19)and Chotu Yadav (19) thrash-
ing the victim. Satna superin-
tendent of police Riyaz Igbal
said, “Badal Chaturvedi and
Chotu Yadavhavebeenarrested
under sections 147 (punishment
of rioting), 294 (punishment for
obsceneactsand words) and 323
(punishment for voluntarily
causing hurt) ofthe IPC.”

Inasimilarincident,a woman
was beaten up by a group of
locals on suspicions of being a
child lifter, police said. Theinci-
denttook place near abusstand
in Sikandarpur area of the dis-
trict on Saturday.Police said
Karishma Yadav was talking to
people about computer educa-
tion in Sikandarpur area of the
district when somelocals started
beating her on the suspicion that
she was a child lifter. While the
police were able to rescue the
woman, police outpost in-charge
Amarjeet Yadavsaid action will
beinitiated, once a complaintis
received.

On Sunday,amobthrasheda
truck cleaner in Himachal Pra-
desh’s Kulludistrict on the sus-
picion that he was trying to

MP, Bengal not to implement
MYV Act; Raj to review penalties

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL/KOLKATA/JAIPUR: Two
Opposition-ruled states, Mad-
hya Pradesh and West Bengal,
said on Sunday they had decided
nottoimplementrevised penal-
ties under the amended Motor
Vehicles Act (MVA) for now as
they were very high, even asthe
Rajasthan government said it
would review the fines on Mon-
day.

Madhya Pradesh and Rajast-
han are ruled by the Congress
and West Bengal by the Mamata
Banerjee-led Trinamool Con-
gress. Theamended MV Acthas
penalties up to 10 times the previ-
ousamounts.

The amended act came into
effectfrom Sunday.

“Thereisasteep hikein fines
aspertheamended Motor Vehi-
cles Act which has been imple-
mented today. I have asked the
transportcommissioner to visit
other states to see the impact of
the amended act,” said Govind
Rajput, Madhya Pradesh’s
transport minister.

Theminister said several pub-
licrepresentativeshave met him

THE AMENDED MV ACT
HAS PENALTIESUP TO
10 TIMES THE PREVIOUS
AMOUNTS. THENEW
ACT CAMEINTO

iy

over the huge increase in the
fines for traffic violations. “I
haveno problem with steep hike
for drink-driving, etc., but it
should not adversely affect peo-
ple who face fines for minor
offences.”

The minister said that the
decision on implementing the
new fines will be taken only after
the transport commissioner sub-
mits his report on the impact of
fines in other states in a week’s
time. “Till then, the older fines
will continue,” he said.

MP’s law and legal affairs
minister PC Sharma said thelaw
would beimplemented once peo-
ple were made aware of the
enhanced fines.

“Theamended law saysa per-
son not wearing a helmet while
ridingatwo-wheeler can befined
35,000 and if he fails to pay it, he

will gotojail?” Sharma asked.

The state’s Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) spokesperson, Raj-
neesh Agrawal, said: “The state
government shouldimmediately
implement the amended Motor
Vehicles Act which was brought
after alot of considerations and
in view ofincreasing number of
accidentsand accidental deaths
inthe country. But the Congress
government is more concerned
about those party workers who
mightbe penalised for violations
ofthe Act.”

The West Bengal government,
meanwhile, has written to the
Centreaboutitsobjectionstothe
amendedlaw and has said that it
willnotimplement the new pen-
alty provisions till the central
government addresses the
state’sconcerns,accordingtoan
official aware of the develop-
ments. West Bengal transport
minister Suvendu Adhikary did
not respond to phone calls on
Sunday.

The senior transport depart-
ment official familiar with the
matter said the West Bengal gov-
ernmenthas written tothe Cen-
tre objectingto the “steep hike”
in penalties that could burden
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An experiment
gone awry

The NRC process had political,
human costs with little benefit

hirty years after an anti-immigrant movement
rocked the state of Assam, the process of identifying
Indian citizens and detecting outsiders finally
reached a (partial) conclusion on Saturday. The
National Register of Citizens (NRC) was updated,
excluding over 1.9 million people — 6% of Assam’s population.
The NRC process took four years, involved the massive deploy-
ment of the bureaucratic machinery,
became one of the most contentious ou rtake
politicalissues in contemporary India, deepened existing cleava-
gesin Assamese society, and delivered an outcome with which
nooneis happy.

Theroots of the NRC can be traced back to the Assam move-
ment, when “indigenous” Assamese mobilised sentiment
against the perceived influx of immigrants, particularly from
Bangladesh. After a series of agreements, and laws made and
unmade, the Supreme Court directed and closely monitored the
process of updating the NRC. The political push came from the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which saw in the exercise an
opportunity to fulfil an old promise of deportingimmigrants. Its
assumption was that a majority of those identified as such would
be Muslims. It was this combination of an old local identity-based
movement, an overzealous judiciary, and political activism by
aparty keen to make electoral inroads in anew region and pur-
sueitsideological agenda, thatled to the NRC.

But the process has had tremendous costs, with little tangible
benefit. Atthe humanlevel, stories abound of Indians —includ-
ing the old and ill; those with long periods of service to the nation;
and acrossreligious communities and ethnicities — struggling
toprove their citizenship. Even though the final list has seen the
number of those excluded dip from 4 million to 1.9 million, politi-
cal parties across the board believe that genuine citizens have
still been left out. Politically, the issue has deepened the commu-
nal divide not only in Assam, but also other parts of the country
where the BJP has promised to kick-start the NRC process. (It is
adifferent matter that the party itselfisnot happy with the out-
come of the NRCin Assam, for it had expected a higher exclusion
of Muslims and lower of Hindus.) These divisions will not be easy
to heal. The episode has also brought out the perils of an inter-
ventionist judiciary which prioritised identifying immigrants
without carefully considering the difficulties in the process. The
fate of those excluded is uncertain, for deportation is not feasible
and detention centres would be ethically wrong and a blot on
Indian democracy. There have been diplomatic costs too. While
India has assured Bangladesh that it is an internal matter,
Dhaka has been concerned about the rhetoric emanating from
Indianleaders. On the other side, the benefits are unclear for no
section of Assamese society is happy with the outcome. India
must avoid such experiments in the future.

Heed PM Mod's cal
for dialogue

Publicdiscourse has becomeintolerant.
Respectdissentand be civil

ddressing a Malayalam Manorama media conclave

on Friday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said there

mustbe “civility” in publiclife, for differing streams

tohear each other’s point of view. He underlined the
importance of dialogue between individuals and organisations,
and said he was open to constructive criticism.

A democracy functions best when there is debate; when all
perspectives are understood and appreciated. And that is why
the PM’s point about dissent and civility islaudable. But itis also
acritical intervention because the nature of discourse in India is
movingin a somewhat opposite direction. It is natural for divi-
sionsto existin society onideological and political grounds. Itis
also a feature of electoral politics that these divisions get deep-
ened. But with sharp polarisation, the space for dialogue has
shrunk. Each disagreement is viewed with suspicion; the cre-
dentials of the person expressing a distinct view is questioned,;
thereisabuse and slander, and a tendency to ghettoise oneselfin
one’s own echo-chamber. All shades of political landscape are
responsible for this, but given the strength and visibility of the
supporters of the ruling party, they are often seen as goingon the
offensive as soon as a critical view is expressed. It is time for
everyone, including the supporters of the PM, to heed his call and
contribute to a political culture which is open, tolerant and civil.

comment

Create a social contract between the
State and its most alienated citizens

Modi must preserve the dignity of the ordinary
Kashmiri. This is what he will be judged by

lose to a month has passed since

the Union government bifurcated

Jammu and Kashmir and

removed Article370. What dothe

tea leaves say? Diplomatically,

Indiahasmuch to show foritself.
While China and Pakistan responded with
anger, most nations have been cautious. A
fatigue with Kashmir as a global issue is
apparent. The mixing of popular disaffection
with Islamist currents and terror networks
has contributed to this. As such, structured
international opinion seems ready to give
Indiaroom.

Such patience isnot absolute. Itis contin-
gentonminimal violence, particularly if wor-
sened by Indian security forces. Further,
whileitisaccepted thatalimitingof civilliber-
tiesand telecom services wasinevitablein the
immediate aftermath—to prevent instigation
of violence—an early return tonormality is
essential. Admittedly “normality” is a con-
tested expression in Kashmir; whatever it
may mean, therelease of detained politicians
isatouchstone.

Given the relative absence of significant
protestsand violence —the biggest crowds, in
Soura, are estimated at a manageable 4,000
strong—the governmenthas survived a criti-
calphase. Gradual easingof restrictions has
begun. Yetthereismuchtodo,and Indiacan-
notdoitfastenough. For any democracy, civil
liberties arenot merely an external credibility
test; they represent a commitment to cher-
ished national principles.

What does the medium-term hold? Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s government has
predicateditsrecent actions onabetter deal
for the Kashmir valley. Countering radical-
ismandterrorismarenecessary here, butby

WORKINGTOGETHER

themselves, not sufficient. What Modi will
ultimately be judged by is his willingness to
preserve and indeed enhance the ordinary
Kashmiri’sdignity. This callsfor anew social
contractbetween the Indian State and itsmost
alienated citizens.

Thehistorically testy relationship between
the Kashmir valley and the Indian State has
been mediated by a political elite defined by
clientelism. Over 70 years, New Delhiand its
various arms (including intelligence agen-
cies)have cultivated state governmentsand
rulingcliquesin Srinagar, as well as key oppo-
sition figures. For a certain sort of entrepre-
neurial Kashmiri, this has made politics not
justanattractive option but pretty muchthe
only gamein town.

AFebruary 2006 cable from the American
embassy in New Delhi, republished by Wiki-
leaks, told asad story:

“Corruption cuts across party lines and
most Kashmiris take it as an article of faith
that politically-connected Kashmiris take
money from both India and Pakistan ...
Money from Pakistaniand Indian intelligence
agencies and from Saudi and other foreign
extremists has further distorted Kashmiri
politics, incentivised leaders to perpetuate the
conflict, and perverted state and Central gov-
ernmentinstitutions. While thisriver of dirty
money hasled toaboomin Kashmiri house-
holdincomeandreal estate prices, italso calls
into question whether the Kashmiri elite truly
want a settlementtotheir problems. The min-
uteadealis struck, some must surely worry
thatthe funds willdry up.”

For common people— the proverbial silent
majority oratleast plurality, in the Modigov-
ernment’sreckoning— thishasmeantlittle.
Their aspirations have been overshadowed by
excessiveattention given tothe 87 members of
thelegislative assembly. Could a deepening of
democracy,and a wideningofthestakeinthe
Indian system, address this? In2018, pancha-
yatelections were held in the state for only the
third timein40years. Subsequently, the Modi
government promised devolution of welfare
anddevelopmental financesas wellasdeliv-
ery of economic projects and social pro-

The art of dealing with
conflict in family businesses

Prepare for conflict when relationships are smooth.
Dispute suppression is the surest way to serious rift

JANMEJAYA
SINHA

very family has fights. Sometimes

they are big, sometimes small.

Smallfightsaretobeexpected,and

atmost times, are easily resolved.

They usually take place between a
couple but could also be among other mem-
bers ofthe family.

But fights between families that own and
run businesses become more material in
terms of their disruption to the business.
Their conflicts assume different shapes and
forms, each with its own unique dynamic.
They are generally predictable, over issues
such as succession, sharing of wealth and
decisions related to the business. Conflicts
may beintra-generational (such as between
siblings or cousins) or inter-generational
(such asbetween uncles and nephews)or even
acombination ofboth. Asaninterestingaside,
divorce and separation between the owner
and the spouse, for somereason, tend tobe the
least disruptive to the business, possibly
becausetherearefew cases of couplesjointly
running businesses. But the other fights
within the family, if allowed to drag on, can
tear apart the businesses. Infact, the Indian
family businesslandscape has seen very pub-
licfeuds between members of prominent busi-
ness families. In this piece, we explore both
the causesfor conflictand robust mechanisms
tomanage them.

Itisrarethatsuch disputes within a family
escalate suddenly. It typically starts when
interests begin to diverge. Initially, they are
notlarge divergences, and members seldom
want to highlight the differences as they are
notthat material,and to doso causes discom-

innervoice

FOR US TO FIND TRUE
HAPPINESS, WE MUST
LOOK WITHIN OURSELVES

fort and friction. But a clear progression is
usually visible after that, with tensions gradu-
ally building. As this happens, communica-
tion between membersdeteriorate. Thisisthe
worst possible development because then
thereisnovent,and tensions starttobuild and
simmer. Of course, conversations at this stage
are uncomfortable, but to suppress them in
the hope of postponing conflict is the worst
strategy. Families then set themselves up for
far sharper disagreements in the future. Fam-
iliesmustrecognise that such disagreements
arenottobefeared oravoided but,infact, tobe
planned for.

All great companies, whether family or
non-family, require open discussion in differ-
entmanagement forumson business. There
willbeamanagement committeeand aboard
of directorsthatprovide diverse perspectives.
These are critical for the success of the com-
pany in the long-term. But typically, these
bodies only need toworry about the business
and its performance. While conflicts do hap-
peninsuchforums, they are easier to tackle
because discussions are generally based on
facts, not emotion, and revolve around the
business.

In comparison, conflicts in family busi-
nesses are much more complicated. Here,
there are two strands that we need to recog-
niseand they create complex disagreements.
A family is based on unconditional accept-
ance. What underpins a family is love, affec-
tion, fairness and equality of treatment. A
family isnotameritocracy. Amother willnot
love her smartest child more than her other
children. And yet the business of the family is
different. It is judged on hard metrics and
financial performance. Ifitislisted, its share-
holdersexpecta certainreturn. They expect
top-class talent to be hired by the manage-
ment to ensure the company succeeds and
thrives. So while the business of the familyis
well served by its board of directors, they
essentially deal with the performance of the
company and conformity with therules ofthe

Rajinder Singh

Thereoncelived aman whokept hismoney
in a special jar so that no one could steal it.
One day, a thief broke in and found this
heavy stonejar. Heshoved hishandintothe
jarand grabbed asmuch money ashecould.
But when he tried to pull his hand out, he
couldnot. With a closed fist, he could not get
itthroughtheneck ofthejar. Hetried again
and again, and failed every time. When he
finally let go of the money and hishand was
free, only then was he able to wriggle his

= While it is accepted that a limiting of civil liberties and telecom services was inevitable in

the immediate aftermath - to prevent instigation of violence - an early return to normality is
essential. Admittedly “normality” is a contested expression in Kashmir AP

grammes through 43,000 elected panchayat
and municipal representatives.

The hope (or gamble) is there is latent
demand for public goods and servicesinlocal
communities, and for panchayat-level owner-
shipoftheirdelivery. Such demand perhaps
coexists with, butis dwarfed by,larger ques-
tions of Kashmiriidentity. This contentionis
supported by voting statistics. Forty-one per
centofall votersin the Kashmir valley partici-
patedin the2018 panchayatelection; votingin
the 2019 national election was much lower.

Strengthened village and municipal
democracy could raise administrative effi-
ciency and empathy, and reduce corruption.
Itisnobody’sargument that these willrepair
theentirety of Kashmirigrievance. However,
anew beginning may be worth the effort.

In 2004,in athoughtful paper published by
the United States Institute of Peace in Wash-
ington, DC, therespected civil servant Waja-
hat Habibullah outlined the political economy
of Kashmir. “The Indian government,” he
wrote, “generally funds20% of the cost of state
development, requiringthe statestoraisethe

remaining 80% themselves. From the 1950s
until 1990, however, the state of Jammu and
Kashmirenjoyed thereverse, receiving 80%
ofitsfundsin theform ofaloanfromthe Cen-
tral government. Since 1990, when the onset of
theinsurgency exacerbated the state’sfinan-
cial problems, 100% of the state’s budget has
beenfinanced by the Central government, of
which only 20% is repayable.”

Much of the money was embezzled, as
Kashmir’s crisis became anindustry. Habib-
ullah movingly described how this troubled
history had earned “for Kashmiris the con-
tempt of both Indians and Pakistanisasapeo-
ple who could be traded. For the Kashmiris,
thispractice only increased their sense of self-
loathingand their resentment toward thosein
power”. The truemeasure of Modi’snew poli-
tics in Kashmir will be to what extent such
“resentment” and “self-loathing” are
replaced by a sense of dignity.

Ashok Malik is distinguished fellow, Observer Research

Foundation. He can be reached at
ashokmalik@orfonline.org
The views expressed are personal

= Family businesses are complicated because two strands intersect. What underpins a family
is love, affection and equality of treatment. What underpins the business is hard metrics

and financial performance. One is a meritocracy, the other is not

land. A family which owns and manages a
businessfinds performanceissues sometimes
in conflict with other filial requirements.
Every member of the family desires to be
equivalently and fairly treated. They seek
rolesand want returns from the business for
themselves. For most families, a majority of
their wealth isin the business. They want to
haveasayinhowitisrun. They canalsohave
issues on whoruns what parts ofthe business
and what investments they make. The com-
plexityishigher and the basis of decision eval-
uation is more complicated —love and fair-
nessversus simple performance. Soitiseven
more important for the families to have the
structures by which they can agree on the
principles and precedents on how decisions
aremade. They alsoneed to uncover conflicts
atanearly stage and tackle them before they
escalate.

This requires family businesses to create
special forums where these principles
canbeagreed upon and disagreements aired.
They also need to define the mechanisms to
resolvethem. It needs agreement from sepa-
rate family members on what rules they
should create for themselves in respect to
family member involvement in business.
They also need to agree what dividends are
duetothem and howthey may exit their share
and do something different with their lives.
Werecommend families in business consider
creating:

1. A conflict resolution mechanism: This

hand out.

We are like the thief in the story. Our
desires cause ustobe caught with our hand
inthejarsofthe unnecessary. Our beliefthat
materialistic things will help usfind happi-
ness and fulfilment do just the opposite.
Instead, they keep us bound to this world,
searchingforthings beyond ourreach, while
forgettingabout what truly matters. Weno
longer have time for our family, our chil-
dren, or any pursuit that will fulfil us. How
canweend thisbondage? The only way to do
thisistostop holding on and beginletting go.

SHUTTERSTOCK

should be set up before conflicts have sur-
faced. Doing so once a conflict is underway
skews the entire process.

2. Establish agreed principlesinrespect to
succession, entryinto and exit from the family
business, wealth sharingand other predicta-
bleissues on which there may be conflict.

3.Thefamily forum mustbe seen asfairby
family membersinits constitution, represen-
tationand decisionrightsforittobeeffective
in airing and resolving disputes (nothing
should be out of the realm of discussion).

4. Thefamily forum mustalwaysinvolvea
few independent,neutral advisers from out-
side the family to ensure they can get a truly
unbiased opinion.

5. Finally, the family charter must be
bespoke and created by the family but be open
for discussion and refashioningin every suc-
ceeding generation.

Thenature of conflict in family businesses
changes with the size and age of the family -
where shareholdings fragment and relation-
ships get more distant. We will examine thisin
greater detail later. But for all families, the
biggest lesson is preparing for conflict and
havingsensitive discussions when relation-
shipsarefunctioning smoothly. Dispute sup-
pressionisthe surest way toserious conflicts.

Janmejaya Sinha is chairman, BCG India. This article

was written with support from Varun Govindaraj. This is the
fourth of a six-part fortnightly series on family businesses.
The views expressed are personal

It is only through this that we can truly be
free.

Truehappinessliesin connecting with the
source ofjoy within us—oursouland God. To
do so, we must turn our attention from
worldly enticements and listen to our soul.

By letting go, we gain eternal freedom. By
sitting in meditation, free from all worldly
desires and attachments, we can let go and
find ourselves free to soar back to God.

Inner Voice comprises contributions from our readers

The views expressed are personal
= innervoice@hindustantimes.com
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THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER HOSTILE FORCES ARE NOW

SPREADING ILL-HEARTED RUMOURG.

>NORTH KOREA, denying it amassed $2 billion through cyberattacks on banks

7 killed after man stopped by
Texas troopers opens fire

ANOTHER MASS SHOOTING Lone
gunman goes on rampage four weeks
after 22 killed in El Paso, also in Texas

Agencies
= |etters@hindustantimes.com

MIDLAND, TEXAS: At least seven peo-
ple were killed in West Texas
after a man stopped by state
troopersforfailingtosignal aleft
turn opened fire and fled, shoot-
ing more than 20 people as he
drove before being shot dead by
officers outside amovie theatre,
authorities said.

The dead ranged in age from
from 15 to 57, and there was no
definitive answer yet about tje
motive. Odessa police spokesman
Steve LeSueur said that at least
one person who was shot
remainedin life-threatening con-
dition. Authorities said the gun-
man was a white male in his 30s,
but police have not released a
name. The shooting began on Sat-
urday afternoon with an inter-
state traffic stop where gunfire
was exchanged with police, set-
ting offa chaoticrampage during
which the suspecthijacked amail
carriertruck andfiredatrandom
ashedroveintheareaof Odessa
and Midland, two cities in the
heart of Texas oil country more
than483km westof Dallas. Police
initially reported possible multi-
ple shooters, but Odessa police
Chief Michael Gerke later said
there was only onemale suspect.

The suspect shot “atinnocent
civilians all over Odessa,”
according to a statement from
Odessapolice.

Theterrifying chain of events

shortstories

100 KILLEDIN
AIR STRIKE ON
YEMEN JAIL’

SANAA: More than 100 people are
believed to have beenkilled in an
air strike by the Saudi-led military
coalition on prisonin Yemen, the
International Committee of the
Red Cross said on Sunday. The
coalition said it targeted a facility
run by the Huthi rebels that
“stores drones and missiles”, but
the rebels said the attack had
levelled a building they used as a
prison. The ICRC rushed to the
scene in the city of Dhamar with
medical teams and hundreds of
body bags. “The location that was
hit has been visited by ICRC
before," Franz Rauchenstein, its
head of delegation for Yemen,
told AFP from Dhamar. “It's a
college building that has been...
used as a detention facility fora
while." He said over 100 people
were estimated to be dead. AFP
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POPE SAYS
GOT STUCKIIN
VATICAN LIFT

VATICANCITY: Pope
Francis said on Sunday he
was late to his weekly
Angelus prayer because
he had been stuckina
Vatican elevator and had
to be freed by firemen.
[talian television net-
works that live-stream
the Angelus had been
concerned that the
unprecedented seven-
minute delay might have
been due to health
reasons. It was believed
to be the first time the
Vatican's head of state,
who leads the world's 1.2
billion Catholics, has got
stuckina lift. AFP

W 2: GERMANY
ASKS POLAND FOR
FORGIVENESS

WARSAW: German President
Frank-Walter Steinmeier on
Sunday asked Poland's forgive-
ness 80 years after Germany's
attack triggered World War 2
while his Polish counterpart
denounced Russia’s recent
“imperialist” aggression against
its neighbours. Poland suffered
some of the worst horrors of
World War 2: six million Poles died
in the conflict that killed more
than 50 million people, including
6 million Jews in the Holocaust,
half of them Polish. AFP

began when Texas state troopers
tried pullingoveragold car mid-
Saturday afternoon on Interstate
20 for failing to signal a left turn,
Texas Department of Public
Safety spokeswoman Katherine
Cesinger said. Before the vehicle
came to a complete stop, the
driver “pointed arifle toward the
rear window of his car and fired
several shots” toward the patrol
car stopping him. The gunshots
struck one of two troopersinside
the patrol car, Cesinger said,
after which the gunmanfledand
continued shooting. Two other
police officers were shot before
the suspect was killed. Authori-
tiessay the trooper wasin serious
butstable condition on Saturday,
and the other officers werestable.

Reacting to the shooting, US
President Donald Trump said on
Sunday that he was speaking
with Republicans and Democrats
on possible legislative efforts
regarding guns. He said the
shooting had not changed ongo-
ingeffortstopreparealegislative
package on guns. Healsosaid he
did not believe background
checks for those buying guns
would have prevented the recent
shootings, adding, “They would
not have stopped any of it.”

Mass shootings “absolutely
areahomeland security threat”
thatare gettingincreasingatten-
tion within the federal govern-
ment, acting secretary of Home-
land Security Kevin McAleenan
said.

Israel, Hez

America’'s gun violence in numbers

Here are some of the key facts about gun violence in the US

hold

TO OWN GUNS?

Pew Research Center survey

67%
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= A police officer escorts bystanders away from an area
investigated for the shooting in Odessa, Texas. AP

WHY DO AMERICANS WANT

Below are the major reasons, as per a
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According to a Pew
Research Center
survey conducted
between September
and October 2018,
nearly 57%
respondents want
gun laws to be
stricter, while only
11% said they should
be more lax. Support
for gun control has
increased among 18 to
29-year-olds after the
shooting in Orlando in
2016 when 49 people
were shot dead at a
gay nightclub

WHO OWNS GUNS?
.............. : o
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Liveina: someone who does
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witha

survey

TYPES OF GUNS

66% people own more than
one gun with nearly 25% of
those owning more than five
guns

()
66% 62%
54%

?;\&\Q S\(\o’&g\\“

44% people said they
personally know someone who
has been "accidentally or
intentionally” been shot, ,
according to a 2017 Pew survey

i According to a 2018 Small Arms

i Survey report, there were 120.5

i firearms per 100 US residents. The
i next highest on the list of civilian
i gun-owning countries was Yemen

There have been 2,000 mass
shooting since the Sandy Hook
school shooting of December 14,
2012, when 26 people, including
20 children, were killed.

Sources: Pew Research Center, BBC, Small Arms Survey, Everytown Research, Vox, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

bollah

exchange fire on
Lebanese border

= Israeli soldiers unload a tank near the Lebanese border outside the

northern Israeli town of Kiryat Shemona.

Bloomberg
= letters@hindustantimes.com

TELAVIV: Lebanese Shia militant
group Hezbollah exchanged fire
with the Israeli army along the
volatile border on Sunday, fulfill-
ingavowtoavengeIsraelistrikes
but stopping short of a major
escalation.

The shelling had subsided
within hours with no casualties
and thethreat ofimmediateesca-
lation into full-blown war
appeared to have subsided by
nightfall. The Iranian-backed
Hezbollah said it destroyed amili-
tary vehicle, according to Al
Manar, the group’s official televi-
sion channel. Israel’s army con-
firmed “a number of hits” on a
basestraddlingitsnorthernbor-
derandsaiditresponded by firing
more than 100 shells into south-

Taliban attacks
second Afghan city

KABUL:The Taliban attacked asec-
ond Afghan cityinasmany days
on Sunday, killing several civil-
iansand security forces, officials
said, even as Washington’s peace
envoy said the US and the mili-
tant groupare “at the threshold of
anagreement”toend America’s
longest war.

The attack on the capital of
Baghlan province came hours
after US envoy Zalmay Khalilzad
said he warned the Taliban dur-
ingtalksin Qatar that “violence
like this must stop.” But he
appeared determined to move
forward on a deal that plans the
withdrawal of some 14,000
remaining US troopsin exchange
for Taliban guarantees that
Afghanistan willnotbeusedasa
launch pad for global attacks.

Khalilzad arrivedin Kabul on
Sunday to brief the Afghan gov-
ernment on a deal, which is not
yetfinal. Bothheand the Taliban
confirmed the latest round of
talksended. “Weare onthe verge
of ending the invasion,” said a
Taliban spokesman. AP

AFP

ern Lebanon, but “the tactical
eventsonthe ground” wereover.

In a televised address to the
Israeli public, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said his
next steps would depend on fur-
ther developments.

“We are consulting about the
nextsteps.Thaveordered that we
be prepared for any scenario,”
Netanyahu said. “At this time I
have an important announce-
ment: Wehaveno casualties—not
evenascratch.”

Hezbollah leader Hassan Nas-
rallah had said that his group
would hit back afteran apparent
Israeli attack killed three of the
group’s operatives in nearby
Syria. Lebanese Prime Minister
Saad Hariri asked the U.S. and
Francetohelp defuse tensionon
the border, the country’s state-
runnewsagency reported.

UK PM T0 MPs:
ME OR CORBYN?

Agencies
= |etters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson challenged law-
makers to deliver on the Brexit
vote and not thwart his plans to
take Britain out ofthe European
Union on October 31.
Johnsonhaspledged todeliver
Brexit with or withoutadeal, but
oppositionlawmakers-andsev-
erallawmakersfrom Johnson’s
Conservatives-wanttoacttorule
outanodeal Brexit when parlia-
ment returns from recess on
Tuesday. Previous votes have
indicated a majority in parlia-
ment opposing a no-deal Brexit,
but in a newspaper interview,
Johnsonsaid that backing oppo-
sition Labour leader Jeremy Cor-
bynrisked there beingno Brexit
atall. “Thefundamental choiceis
this: are you going to side with
Jeremy Corbyn and those who
want to cancel the referendum?
Are you going to side with those
who want to scrub the demo-
cratic verdict of the people - and
plunge thiscountryintochaos?,”
Johnsontold the Sunday Times.
“Orareyou goingtoside with
those of us who want to get on,
deliver onthe mandate of the peo-
pleandfocus with absolute, laser-
like precision on the domestic
agenda? That’sthe choice.”
Johnsonisseekingtorenegoti-
ate his predecessor Theresa
May’s Brexit withdrawal agree-
mentsothatBritaincanleavethe
bloc with a deal. But the EU has
ruled out Johnson’s demand to
remove the “backstop” to pre-
serveanopen Irish border.

Anirudh Bhattacharyya

= letters@hindustantimes.com

TORONTO: While mainstream
andindependent movies from
the Mumbai film industry
haveusually dominated
global events, this year's edi-
tion ofthe Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival (TIFF)
will be offering equal screen
spacetosouth India.

There will be two signifi-
cant premieres of southern
films at the 10-day festival
starting September 5. “I'm
glad toseefilmsfromthe
south of India being so
strongly represented this
year,” TIFF's co-head Cam-
eron Bailey said.

Director Geetu Mohandas'
Moothon (The Elder One)is
probably the most anticipated
Indian feature, asit willhave
itsfirst public screeningat
TIFF, before opening the
MAMI festivalin Mumbai.

The sprawling film also
bringstheisland territory of

=A satelllte image shows Dorian as it is approachmg the Bahamas and Florida.

At Category 5, Dorian is the
strongest storm this year

Agencies
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MIAMI:Monster hurricane Dorian
made landfall in the northern
Bahamason Sunday,lashingthe
low-lyingisland chain with dev-
astating 290 kph winds, the
Miami-based National Hurricane
Centersaid.

The landfall occurred on
Elbow Cay, a small island four
mileseastof Great AbacoIsland,
at 12:40 pm local time, the NHC
reported. It said Dorian’s maxi-
mum sustained winds -already a
recordforthisarea-hadfurther
strengthened.

With Dorian transforming
into a catastrophic Category 5
storm, authorities made last-
minute pleas for those in low-ly-
ing areas to evacuate before it’s
toolate.

Hundreds hunkered down in
schools, churchesand other shel-
tersasofficialsrecognised there
were not many structures on

higher ground onthelargelyflat
archipelago southeast of Florida.
Power and water outages were
reported, with crews workingin
some communitiesasauthorities
warned that all government
employees will stay indoors.

Millions from Florida to the
Carolinaskeptawaryeyeonthe
slow-movingDorian amid indica-
tionsit would veer sharply north-
eastward after passingthe Baha-
mas and track up the US South-
eastseaboard. Authorities

“Catastrophicconditions” are
occurring in The Abaco Islands
and expected across Grand
Bahama later in the day,” the
hurricane center said.

Hurricane Dorian is now tied
forthe4th strongest windsinthe
Atlanticsince 1950, when record
keeping began improving.

“It’s going to be really, really
bad for the Bahamas,” Colorado
State University hurricane
researcher Phil Klotzbach said.

Inthenorthernstretchesofthe

Bahamas archipelago, hotels
closed, residents boarded up
homesand officialshired boats to
move peoplefrom low-lyingareas
to bigger islands as Dorian
approached. Bahamas Prime
Minister Hubert Minnis warned
thatany “whodonotevacuateare
placing themselves in extreme
danger and can expect a cata-
strophic consequence.”

KwasiThompson, minister of
state for Grand Bahama island,
urgedresidentsto “please, please
heed the warning. We have no
moretimeavailable.”

Still, dozens of people were
ignoringevacuation orders, offi-
cialssaid, and they were warned
thatthey wereplacingtheirlives
indanger.

Over two or three days, the
slow-moving hurricane could
dumpasmuchaslmetreofrain,
unleash devastating winds and
whipupadangerous stormsurge,
said private meteorologist Ryan
Maue.

HK protesters block airport roads

HONGKONG: Thousands of protest-
ers blocked roads and public
transportlinks to Hong Kongair-
port on Sunday in a bid to draw
world attention to their fight for
democracy for the Chinese-ruled
city which is facing its biggest
political crisisin decades.

Planes were taking off and
landing with delays, but trains
were suspended and approach
roadstotheairportimpassableas
protesterserected barricadesand
overturned trolleysat theairport
and in the nearby new town of
Tung Chung. Some passengers
wereforced towalk thelastbit of
theirjourney totheairport, drag-
gingluggage behind them.

The MTR subway station in
Tung Chung was closed and dem-
onstrators smashed CCTV cam-
eras and lamps with metal poles
and dismantled station turn-

stiles. Policemovedinand made
severalarrests.

Chek Lap Kok, built around a
tiny outlyingisland in the dying
days of British colonial rule, is
one of the world’s busiest and
most efficient airports, reached
by aseriesof bridges which were
packed with traffic.

“If we disrupt the airport,
more foreigners will read the
newsabout HongKong,” said one
20-year-old protester, askingnot
tobenamed.

Black-clad demonstrators tar-
geted theairport three weeksago,
jamming the terminal in some-
times violent clashes with police
and prompting someflightstobe
cancelled or delayed.

Policesaid on Sunday protest-
ershurledironpoles, bricksand
rocksontotherailway track near
theairportstation. REUTERS

EYE ON PAKISTAN

Govt launches bottled water

HTC & Agencies
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ISLAMABAD: As part of austerity
measures, Pakistan’s ministry of
science and technology has
launched its own bottled water
for government offices.

Priced at Rs 1 per litre, it will
be a cheaper alternative to the
mineral water currently availa-
ble at government offices, said
the minister Fawad Chaudhry.

The Pakistan Council of
Research and Water Reserves

hassofar prepared 500 ml bottles
for the water, which will be
served to officials at the PM’s
Office, General Headquarters
and Parliament House and later
atoffices of different ministries.

PASHTO SINGER DIESIN
‘HONOURKILLING’
Inanother case of suspected hon-
our killing, a Pashto singer was
allegedly murdered by her
brotherin the troubled Swat val-
ley of Pakistan’s Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province, media

South Indian films to get spotllght at Toronto fest

= A still from the film, The Elder One, which will have its premiere

at the Toronto International Film Festival.

Lakshadweep intoits ambit,
givingit perhapsitsfirst plat-
form ever before a global audi-
ence. “Ithasareally vast
scope. It startsinaverysmall
coastal village and then goes
toabigcity and takes on sub-
jectsyoudon'tsee asoftenin
Indian cinema,” Bailey said.

IMAGE COURTESY-TIFF

Baileynoteditisan “urgent
drama pondering gender, sex-
uality, violence, and toler-
ance” and commended it for
its “realism.”

Director Lijo Jose Pelliss-
ery will showcase Jallikattu,
described by Bailey asa “bold
new voice” in cinema coming

from Kerala. Abullonthe
looseinavillageformsthe
crux of thefilm thatbrims
with “kinetic energy”, Bailey
said. “It'sanon-stopride, like
aroller-coaster, once the
movie gets going. Itrepre-
sents some of the excitement
that’s comingout of cinemain
Kerala,” hesaid. The princi-
pal Hindi film premiering at
TIFF this yearis Los Angeles-
based director Shonali Bose’s
The Sky Is Pink, which stars
Priyanka Chopra, Farhan
Akhtarand Zaira Wasim.
Bosehad wonanaward at
TIFF with her previous film,
Margarita With A Straw.

Completingthe quartetis
Geetanjali Rao'sanimated
feature Bombay Rose.

There are other films with
Indian connection, too. Actor
Dev Patel plays thetitlerolein
director Armando Iannucci’s
The Personal History of David
Copperfield, a colour-blind
retelling of Charles Dickens’
classicnovel.

= Road barriers near the airport were set on fire by protesters. AP

reports said.

Sanawasfatally stabbed near
afamousPashtomusiccentrein
Swat district on Saturday. Her
brother escaped after commit-
ting the murder, local police
said.

Police suspectittobean hon-
our killing, but are yet to ascer-
tain thereal motive.

On May 7, a local singer,
Meena, was Kkilled in Swat.
According to the police, Meena
wasKkilled by her husbandin the
Banr area of Swat.

Philippine plane
crash kills nine

MANILA: Nine people were killed
when an air-ambulance plane
crashed ataresortareanearthe
Philippine capital on Sunday,
sparkinga fierceblaze and send-
ing terrified locals fleeing,
authoritiessaid. Dramatic video
on social media showed emer-
gency vehiclesrushingtowarda
building engulfed in roaring
flames in Calamba City as
authoritiesurged crowdstomove
away for their own safety.

After dousingtheblaze, rescu-
ers found nine bodies in the
smoking ruins - believed to be
those aboard the King Air 350
light aircraft. “No one will sur-
vive this crash. We assume that
all confirmed passengers of this
planearedead,” localemergency
official Jeffrey Rodriguez said.

Police said two people on the
ground wereinjuredinthecrash
and rushed tohospital, but have
not reported any fatalities from
thosewhowereintheresortarea
when the plane went down. The
planewas carryingapatientand
medical team. AFP

Trump nominates
Indian-American to
federal judgeship

= Shireen Mathews

TWITTER

WASHINGTON: US President Donald
Trump has nominated Indian
Americanlawyer Shireen Matt-
hews as a federal judge for the
Southern District of California.

Ifconfirmed, Matthews will be
thefirstIndian American woman
and Asian American woman
judgein the South District of Cali-
fornia, said the National Asian
Pacific Bar Association.

Matthewsis currently a part-
ner at the San Diego offices of
JonesDay,atoplegal firminthe
US. According to a White House
announcement, Matthews had
previously served asan assistant
US attorneyinthe criminal divi-
sion ofthe US attorney’s office for
the district. She earned her BA
from Georgetown University and
her JD from Duke University
School of Law.

Mathewsjoinsa growingband
of Indian-Americans in higher
echelons of the US judiciary,
many of them now featuring on
short-lists for the Supreme Court.
Amul Thapar, ajudge on the US
court of appeals for the 6th cir-
cuit, was on Trump’s shortlists
forthetwoappointmentshehad
made to the top court, losing out
toNeil Gorsuchand thentoBrett
Kavanaugh. Sri Srinivasan was
on President Barack Obama’s
short-list for a vacancy on the
Supreme Court. HTC
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SBICARD TO
ISSUE RUPAY
CREDIT CARDS

NEW DELHI: SBI Card will soon
launch RuPay credit cards, a
development which will give a
boost to the homegrown pay-
ment network in the fast growing
segment. Presently, the credit
card segment is dominated by the
US-based payment gateways like
Visaand Mastercard. RuPay is the
first-of-its-kind domestic debit
and credit card payment network
of India developed by National
Payments Corporation of India
(NPCl), an umbrella organization
for operating retail payments and
settlement systems. “We will be
(launching RuPay-based credit
card) soon. There is a last agree-
ment that is left out at the end of
NPCl level. I think NPClis going to
send it any day and we will be
launching some products,” SBI
Card managing director and chief
executive Hardayal Prasad said in
an interview to Press Trust of
India. Expressing confidence that
RuPay credit card will be launched
in this fiscal only, Prasad said, "It's
just a matter of time. The Rupay
will become very popular and will
be used in India aggressively. |
have no doubts on it."He said
thereis a big "nationalistic
segment” which is insisting on
RuPay cards. About one-third of
the cards being issued by India's
largest lender State Bank of India
are RuPay cards, he said.

FPIS PULL OUT
35,920 CRORE
IN AUGUST

NEW DELHI: Foreign
investors pulled out a net
amount of 5,920 crore
from the Indian capital
markets in August even
as the government rolled
back enhanced surcharge
on FPIs last week. The
withdrawal from the
capital markets (both
equity and debt) in
August is “contrary to the
expectation” since the
Centre last week an-
nounced revocation of
enhanced super-rich tax
on foreign and domestic
equity investors imposed
in the Budget, said
Himanshu Srivastava,
senior analyst manager
research at Morningstar.

V-MART PLANS TO
RECRUIT 2,000
PEOPLE IN FY20

NEW DELHI: Value fashion and
lifestyle products retailer V-Mart
Retail would hire 2,000 people
and invest 115 crore this fiscal to
expand its footprint, a top
company official said. The retailer,
which mainly operates in tier-II
and -Ill cities, plans to add around
60 stores this fiscal, taking its
total count to 275. The company
also expects the contribution of
its private labels to increase to
around 75% of total sales, from
70% currently. “We have plans to
add 60 stores this year (fiscal) in
our network, taking the total
count to 275," V-Mart Retail
chairman and managing director
Lalit Agarwal told Press Trust of
India. “We would hire around
2,000 people this fiscal to en-
hance our back-end support and
manpower," he said, adding that
the company presently has 7000
employees. In 2018-19, V-Mart
Retail Ltd had posted a revenue of
3143375 crore. V-Mart has already
opened 20 new stores this fiscal
and now operates 233 outlets. The
company plans to open new
stores in Bihar, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Odisha and north-eastern
states, besides markets like
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan.
COMPILED FROM AGENCIES

Centrelooks to cut GST
ratesas car sales slump

DEMAND SLUMP Passenger car sales drop 34% in August, lowest in 18 years

Amit Panday

= amit.p@livemint.com

NEWDELHI: The Union government
hasfinally decided tobite the bul-
letonatax cutfortheautomobile
sector, on a day the industry
reported the worst August for
passenger vehicles in 18 years.
Dispatchestodealershipsduring
the month plunged 34% from a
year ago, sales data showed, in
the sharpest decline since Sep-
tember 2001.

The government will take a
proposal toreduce the goodsand
services tax (GST) rate on auto-
mobiles to the GST Council,
finance minister Nirmala Sithar-
amantold reportersin Chennai,
while briefing them on efforts to
arrest the economic downturn.
Automobiles currently attract
thehighesttaxrate of28%, apart
fromacess.

Six top automakers together
dispatched 171,193 vehicles to
dealerships, 34% below the
259,925 vehicles dispatched in
August2018. Indian manufactur-
ers count factory dispatches to
dealershipsassales. Thesenum-
bersfollow a31% dropin July.

Maruti Suzuki India Ltd,
which makes one in every two
cars sold in the country, posted
domestic sales of 93,173 units,
down 36% year-on-year (y-0-y).
Sales of Maruti’s small cars fell
40% y-0-y t064,397 units. Analysts
have pinned hopes on Maruti’s
Bharat Stage VI compliant
S-Presso hatchback to be
launched this month to revive
sales during the festive season.
Sales of midsize sedan Ciaz fell
77% to 1,596 units. Although at
8,658 units van salesfell 37%, util-
ity vehicle salesrose 3%.

“It (the tax cut proposal) has
got to go to the GST Council,

Road to nowhere

Overall auto sales of six top firms fell 34% in August from a year ago. This is their
worst performance in August in 18 years.

e o Y It (the tax cut
P - Year-on-
vehicle sales* (M D decine i Aug proposal) has _
e aag got to go to the_ a2 &
MarulEi 16.6 TOT;\L GST CounCI| I Wl" e
Suzuki - .
Hyundai Mo.tqr Walt fpl' the GST
L council to take J
[ afinal call.
. -31.6 Kirloskar -51.3 NIRMALA
Mahindra and Honda
Mahindra Cars India SITHARAMAN,
Finance
minister
Source: -57.8 *Despatches to dealerships
Companies  Tata Motors are counted as sales. S

whereall statefinance ministers
assemble,” Sitharaman said. “It
isforthemtotakeacall.”

The federal indirect tax body
meetsnext on September 20.

Mahindra and Mahindra
(M&M) Ltd reported total passen-
ger vehicle sales of 13,507 units,
down 32% y-o-y, and a 28% y-o0-y
dropincommercial vehicle (CV)
salesto14,684 units. Among CVs,
medium and heavy commercial
vehicles werehit themost, falling
69% to 354 units.

TataMotors Ltd posted domes-
tic passenger vehicle sales 0f 7,316
units, a 58% decline y-o-y. “Our
retail sales were 42% more than
offtake and as a result, the net-
work stock came down by over
3,000 vehicles. This prepares
dealers well for the festival sea-
son,” said Mayank Pareek, presi-
dent (passenger vehicles busi-
nessunit)at TataMotors. Sales of
CVsfell 45% y-o0-y to 21,824 units
on poor freight availability and

lower truck rentals. Girish Wagh,
president of the CV unit, how-
ever, said retail sales could have
exceeded wholesales by over25%
in August.

Mint reported on August 11
thatthe GST Councilis preparing
forameetingtobe convened after
the finance ministry decides on
the extent of benefits to be given
totheautoindustry.

ICICI Securities said in a
recent report that prospective
buyers are deferring purchases
asautomobilesarenot currently
aconsumer priority.

“Theautoindustry continues
to be subdued in the month of
August due to several external
factors. We are optimistic and
hopeful of a good festive season
going ahead,” said Veejay Ram
Nakra, chiefofsalesand market-
ing (automotive division) at
M&M.

Meanwhile, Sitharaman also
said the government’s efforts to

R is worst-performing Asian
currency in Aug after yuan

Nasrin Sultana and Shayan Ghosh
= nasrin.s@livemint.com

MUMBAI: The rupee has underper-
formed allits Asian peersexcept
China’srenminbiin August.

The rupee depreciated by
3.65% against the dollar during
the month, its steepest monthly
decline in six years. The ren-
minbi slipped 3.70% against the
dollar. However, it is widely
believed thatrenminbi’sfall was
mainly because of China’s
reported devaluation of its cur-
rency beyond the psychological
mark of 7 yuan per dollar for the
first time in more than a decade
amid escalatingtensions with the
USover trade tariffs.

On Friday, the rupee hit 71.41
per dollar. The currency had hit
itsall-timelowat 74.48 on October
11, 2018. The rupee has depreci-
ated by 2.29% sofarthis yearand
some analysts warn of more pain
ahead. Weaknessintherupeeisa
reflection of the broader under-
performance of high-yielding
emerging markets forex, weak-
nessin equities, and the effect of
recent policy actions, according
to Nomura. Broader risk aver-
sionand India’s basic balance def-
icitcould continuetodrive weak-
nessintherupee,itsaid.

Nomura maintained a cau-
tious stance and said continued
Chinese renminbi depreciation
will continue to pressure Asian
currencies,includingtherupee,
while growth concernssignalled
by the inversion of the US yield
curve would also imply weaker
inflows for India.

“Foreign holdings of India

Money matters

The rupee depreciated by
3.65% against the dollar in
Aug, while the renminbi
slipped 3.70%.

Appreciation/depreciation
(in %) against dollar in August

Chinese renminbi -3.70

-3.65
-2.21

Malaysian ringgit -1.88

Indian rupee

Philippine peso

Indonesian rupiah 1,19
Taiwanese dollar  -0.97
Singapore dollar  -0.93
Hong Kong dollar -0.17

Thai baht

059

Source: Bloomberg

equities peaked in June and has
sincefallen by $3.5billion, while
the Nifty index has fallen by
around 11% from its June high.
That said, bond holdings have
risen by $3.1bn in the same
period. The risk to rupee ema-
nates from increased risk aver-
sion that can lead to a continua-
tion of equity outflows, which
could be accompanied by bond
outflows,” Nomura said in a
reporton August 26.

Net foreign portfolio inflows
will be an important factor for
rupee performance, given the
average quarterly basicbalance
deficit of $6.6 billion over the past
year,itsaid.

Foreigninstitutional investors
have sold Indian stocks worth

$2.19billion in August, their big-
gest sell-off in 10 months since
October 2018, data showed.

“How capital flows behave in
future will be the real testament
of howrupee behaves. Tradition-
ally, in India we have a current
accountdeficit(CAD)and, there-
fore, there has always been a
question on the rupee unless
therearemore capitalflows. You
need more dollars than what you
earn.Ifcapital flows comeinany
form, FDI, FPI, or foreign cur-
rency bondissuances, therupee
will strengthen. Whenever capi-
talflowsareabundant, therupee
has a tendency to appreciate,”
said Ashutosh Khajuria, chief
financial officer, Federal Bank.

India’s CAD, whichisamajor
contributory factor towards cur-
rency exchangerates, widened to
$57.2 billion, or 2.1% of gross
domestic product, in FY19 from
1.8% a year ago amid a general
slowdown in the economy. A
weak rupee against the dollar
makes imports costlier, nega-
tively affecting CAD.

Jamal Mecklai, chiefexecutive
officer, Mecklai Financial Servi-
ces, also believes that the prepon-
derance of marketviewsarefora
weaker rupee.

“The rupee is weak because
there is more demand (for dol-
lars)than supply. Thisis because
of several forces, a large CAD,
weak exports and poor senti-
ment. In particular, during the
past few months, FPI sentiment
has worsened because of the tax
issuesinthebudget and a general
increase in risk aversion glo-
bally,” Mecklai said.

Realty stocks soar buoyed by govt steps

Bidya Sapam
and Ravindra Sonavane
= bidya.s@livemint.com

MUMBAI: Shares of real estate com-
panies continue to rise despite
weak sales of residential prop-
erty, delaysand bankruptcies, as
investorstake hope from consoli-
dation and government initia-
tives. So far this year, the BSE
Realty Index has surged 13.95%,
while the benchmark 30-share
Sensexisupover4%.

The top performers in the
property pack include leading
developerssuch as Godrej Prop-
erties Litd, Prestige Estates Pro-
jects Ltd and Oberoi Realty Ltd.
The previoussix sessions saw the
Realty Index gain 9.44%, led by
Sobha Ltd (19%).

Sofarthisyear, Godrej Proper-
ties is up 38.6%, Sunteck Realty

SO FARTHIS YEAR, THE
BSE REALTY INDEX HAS
SURGED 13.95%, WHILE
THE BENCHMARK
30-SHARE SENSEX IS

0

—

34%, Prestige Estates 34.7% and
Oberoi Realty Ltd 26.9%. How-
ever, Indiabulls Real Estate Ltd
fell 22%, Omaxe Ltd 9.4%, DLF
Litd5.1% and Mahindra Lifespace
Developers Ltd 5.6%.

Real estatestockshave soared
because of recent measures
announced by Union finance
minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
and consolidation due toregula-
tory reforms and an ongoing
liquidity crunch, said analysts
andreal estate consultants.

“Theindustry has been expect-
ingsolutionsrelatingtoliquidity
infusion and further financial
incentive for homebuyers and
developers. This has boosted
investor sentiment,” said Ram-
esh Nair, chairman and chief
executive of JLLIndia, aproperty
consulting firm.

“Anymeasure that willhelpin
capitalinfusion will help the sec-
tor grow,” headded.

Accordingtodata compiled by
ITFL Research, listed developers
posted a20% growth in volumein
the June quarter, while overall
industry growth remained flat.

On August 23, Sitharaman
announced a capital infusion of
370,000 crore torecapitalize pub-
licsector banks, besides an addi-
tionalliquidity support 0f320,000
croretohousingfinance compa-
nies. These stepsarelikely togive

cash-strapped developers a
reprieve, said analysts.

Theministerhasalsohinted at
asolution to fund projects stuck
duetolack of finance.

“An indication from the gov-
ernmentthatitis workingoneas-
ingliquidity issuesand providing
solutions for revival of stalled
real estate projects has given
hopes to investors,” said Ajit
Mishra, vice president (research)
of Religare Broking Litd.

Mishra said investors favour
fundamentally sound stockssuch
as Godrej Properties and Oberoi
Realty, which areupby 38.6% and
26.9%, respectively, so far this
year.

Abhimanyu Sofat, head of
research at IIFL Securities, said
homebuyers are increasingly
opting for builders that have an
ability to execute and deliver.

Graphic: Sarvesh Kumar Sharma/Mint

promote electric mobility should
not be misconstrued as promot-
ing electric vehicles at the
expense of internal combustion
engine vehicles.

“All vehicles will have their
duemarketshare.Itisnotthat we
arepromotingone segment ofthe
industry at the expense of
another,” said the minister.

A report by credit rating
agencyIcraLtd, which estimates
a4-7% declinefor the overall pas-
senger vehicle segment in FY20,
pointed out that entry-level and
midsize hatchbacks have wit-
nessed a price increase of over
10% and 6-8%, respectively, dueto
new regulations and commodity
prices. Callsfor strongmeasures
tosupporttheindustry have been
growing as economic indicators
give worrying signs of a sharp
deceleration in growth. India’s
economy grew 5% in the June
quarter, its slowest pace in six
years.

M&M to

M. Sriram and Amit Panday

= stiram.m@livemint.com

MUMBAIL: Mahindraand Mahindra
Ltd (M&M) has agreed to buy a
55% stake in ride-hailing firm
Meru Cabs, expanding the auto-
maker’spresenceinthe growing
market for shared mobility.
M&M will pay uptoI103 crore
foracquiringthe stake which will
be done through an issue of new
shares. Inastock exchangefiling
on Saturday, M&M also said it
has an option to buy theremain-
ing45% stake in Meru from exist-
inginvestorsforupto398 crore.
M&M said it willmake thefirst
tranche of investment in Meru
Travel Solutions Pvt. Ltd by the
end of October. “After invest-
mentofthefirsttranchein Meru,
the company will have the right
toappointamajority ofthedirect-

G3T MOP-UP DIPS
BELOW 1 TN IN

AUG, BUT HIGHER
THAN LAST YEAR

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The goods and services
tax (GST) collection in August
dropped by 3.8% t0 398,202 crore
compared tothe previousmonth,
thelowest monthly collectionin
fivemonthsof current fiscal year,
accordingto figures released on
Sunday.

The collection in August was,
however, higher compared tothe
samemonthlastyear. “Thereve-
nue in August, 2018 was 393,960
crore and the revenue during
August, 2019isagrowth of4.51%
over the revenue in the same
month last year,” the finance
ministry said on Sunday.

GST collection in April and
May this year was more than 1
lakh crore, but it dropped mar-
ginally t0399,939 crorein Juneto
bounce back again to 31.02 lakh
croreinJuly.

Gross GST collectionsin April-
August2019wasz35.141akh crore,
6.38% upfrom34.831akh crorein
the year-ago period, it said.

The Central GST (CGST) col-
lection in August was 317,733
crore while State GST (SGST)
was324,239 crore and Integrated
GST was 348,958 crore, which
included 324,818 crore collected
onimports. The cess collectionin
the month was %7,273 crore that
included %841 crore collected on
imports.

The total number of the sum-
mary of self-assessed return
number orthe GSTR-3Breturns
filed for the month of July 2019 up
to August-end totalled 75.801akh.

Pratik Jain, partnerandleader
(Indirect Tax), PwC India said:
“Slowdown in GST collections
perhaps reflects the economic
realitieson the ground. Whileits
4.5% higher than corresponding
period of last year, it’s much
below the target which has been
set, despite thereduction in esti-
matesinthe Unionbudget.”

= A total of 56.5 mn returns have been filed so far this year.

MINT

I-T return filings
surge to a record

Gireesh Chandra Prasad
= gireesh.p@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Filing of income tax
returns hit a new record, with a
peakfilingrate of 196 returns per
second on Saturday—the final
due date for filing, the Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
said.

There has been a sharp
increaseinfilingreturnscloserto
and on the due date because of
pre-filled forms and other steps
taken by the tax department,
leading to 56.5 million returns
filed so far for assessment year
2019-20,CBDT said inastatement
on Sunday.

Filing of tax returns surged
41% onthelastdateto4.9million
filingsin assessment year2019-20
from the previous year as the
department offered pre-filled
forms as well as guidance to tax-
payers through social media,
CBDT'said. Since August 27, e-fil-
ing of returns has risen 32-63%
compared to the corresponding
daysayearago, CBDTsaid.Inthe
lastfivedays, the tax department
saw 14.7 million e-filings, a 42%
risefrom the year earlier.

The total returns filed so far
this fiscal, however, is only 4%
higherthan the 54 million filed a
year ago. Returns could be filed
evenaftertheduedatetilltheend

= M&M signed an agreement for subscribing up to 55% of equity

share capital of Meru in tranches.

ors on the board of Meru and as
such will control the composition
oftheboard of directors of Meru,”
itsaid.

Once the deal is closed, Meru
and its subsidiaries including
Meru Mobility Tech Pvt. Ltd, V

MINT

Link Automotive Services Pvt.
Ltd and V Link Fleet Solutions
Pvt. Ltd will become units of
M&M. The Mumbai-based auto-
maker is already an investor in
self-drive car rental platform
ZoomCar India Pvt. Ltd.

Trump imposes more tariffs
on China, no deal in sight yet

Bloomberg
= feedback@livemint.com

WASHINGTON/COLUMBUS:  The
Trump administration slapped
tariffs on roughly $110 billion in
Chinese imports on Sunday,
markingthelatestescalationina
trade war that’s inflicting dam-
age across the world economy.
Chinaretaliated.

The 15% US duty hit consumer
goodsrangingfrom footwear and
appareltohometextilesand cer-
tain technology productslikethe
Apple Watch. A separatebatch of
about $160 billion in Chinese
goods—including laptops and
cellphones—will be hit with 15%
tariffs on December 15. US Presi-
dentDonald Trumpdelayed part
oftheleviestoblunt theimpacton
holiday shopping.

While the Trump administra-
tion hasdismissed concernabout
aprotractedtrade war, business
groups are calling for a tariff
truceand the resumption of nego-
tiations between the world’s two-
largest economies.

Face-to-face talks between
Chinese and American trade
negotiators scheduled for Wash-
ingtonin September arestill hap-
pening “as of now”, Trump told
reporterson Friday before going
toCamp David, the US presiden-
tial retreat. “We're going to win
thefight,” he said.

China hasrepeatedly decried
US pressure tactics, with signs
thatits officials are girding for a
prolonged confrontation.

“China’s determination to
fight against the US economic

warmongering has only grown
stronger, and its countermeas-
ures more resolute, measured
and targeted,” according to a
commentary by the official Xin-
hua News Agency after the tariffs
kickedin. Onethingthat “White
House tariff men shouldlearnis
that the Chinese economy is
strong and resilient enough to
resist the pressure broughtabout
intheongoingtrade war.”

While Trump has repeatedly
said China is paying for his tar-
iffs, many companies and econo-
mistssay that USimportersbear
the cost—and some of itispassed
ontoconsumers.

Thenon-partisan Congressio-
nal Budget Office in August pro-
jected that by 2020, Trump’s tar-
iffsand trade war willreduce the
level of real US GDP by about
0.3% and reduce average real
household income by $580.

That followed a JPMorgan

= US President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping. ApFILE

Chase & Co. note to clients esti-
mating that the latest round of
tariffs will increase the average
costper UShouseholdto $1,000a
year—up from $600 for duties
enacted last year. That estimate
isinthelowrangebecauseit was
based onadutyrate of10%, before
Trumpincreaseditto15%.

The tariffs are also harming
theglobal economy. The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund in July fur-
ther reduced its world growth
outlook, already the lowest since
the financial crisis, amid the
uncertainty from the trade war.

China’sretaliation took effect
asof 12.01pm Sunday in Beijing,
with higher tariffs being rolled
out in stages on $75 billion of US
goods. Itstargetliststrikesatthe
heart of Trump’s political sup-
port—factoriesand farmsacross
the Midwest and South at a time
when the US economy is showing
signs of slowing down.

FILING OF TAXRETURNS
SURGED 41% ON THE
LASTDATETO4.9MN
FILINGS IN ASSESSMENT
YEAR 2019-20 FROM

—_—

ofthefiscalin which thereturnis
to be filed, with a fine, and the
final figure could go up further.
The tax department’s online fil-
ingportal did not witness any dis-
ruption this year as it has been
tryingtomake voluntary compli-
anceeasierandreduce theinter-
face between taxpayers and offi-
cials.

Thedepartment was criticized
byindustryleaders afteraletter
attributed to Café Coffee Day
founder VG Siddhartha, whowas
recently found dead, claimed that
he wasunder pressure from one
of the private equity investors
and hadfaced harassmentfroma
tax official. The department has
refuted the charges. Finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman who
met tax officials in Chennai on
Sunday, told reporters that tax
collection targets for this fiscal
wererealisticand thatthere was
noneedforany overreach by offi-
cials to mobilize revenue
receipts.

acquire 55% stake in Meru

Private equity firm True
North, which holds about80% in
Meru, willseeitsstakereduceto
35%, managing partner Vishal
Nevatia said. True North first
investedin Meruin2007, whenit
was called V Link Group, and
used toprovide fleet management
solutions to media houses and
corporate clients.

“Mahindra’s investment will
help Meru plan for anew course
of growth.Itisthe only cabaggre-
gatorin India whichis cash-posi-
tive and profitable. Mahindra
alsowantstotapintothe sharing
and rental mobility space with
Meru, because auto firms today
realize that sellingcarsisnotthe
only way to sustain growth,”
Nevatia said. True North has
invested about $80 million in
Merusince 2007, and will look to
exitinthenexttwotothreeyears.

il firms raise LPG
price by 1.9, cut
jet fuel rate by 1%

Press Trust of India
= feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Jet fuel price on Sun-
day was cutby about 1% toafour-
monthlow onsofteninginterna-
tional oil prices, according to
state-owned fuel retailers.

Market-priced or non-subsi-
dized cookinggas (LPG) price was
howeverraised byX15.5per cylin-
der, oilfirms said in a price notifi-
cation.

Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
price in Delhi was cut by 3596.62
perkilolitre or 0.9%, t0362,698.86
per kl. This is the third straight
monthly pricereduction.

Jetfuelprices werelastcutby
5.8% or33,806.44 per kKlon August
1. State-owned fuel marketing
firmsrevise ATF pricesonthe 1st
ofevery month based on average
of benchmark international oil
pricein the previous month.

InMumbai, hometothe coun-
try’s busiest airport, ATF price
was cut to361,199.79 per k1 from
362,712.17. Reduction in ATF
rates will bring relief to cash
strapped airlines.

Simultaneously, oil firmsalso
revised the price of cooking gasor
LPG. Price of non-subsidized
LPG, which consumersbuy after
exhaustingtheir annual quota of
12 cylinders of 14.2-kg at subsi-
dized rates, was hiked to 3590
from3574.5. The monthly 25 paise
per litre increase in kerosene
price continued for the 26th
monthinarow.

The subsidized fuel in Mumbai
now costs333.27 per litre as com-
paredto332.97alitrelastmonth.
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Wang proves a Barty pooper

US OPEN Chinese ousts French Open winner; reigning champ Osaka reaches out to Gauff after third-round victory

Agencies
= sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEWYORK: China’s 18th-seeded
Wang Qiangadvanced to the US
Open quarter-finals on Sunday
with a 6-2, 6-4 upset of Austra-
lian second seed Ashleigh
Barty, the reigning French
Open champion.

Wang will face the winner ofa
later fourth-round match
between Croatian 22nd seed
PetraMarticand US eighth seed
Serena Williams, whois seeking
a24th career Grand Slam title to
match Margaret Court’s all-
time record.

Wang was unsure if she
would watch the Williams-Mar-
tic match, leaving that duty to
her coach, Thomas Drouet.

“I think that’s my coach’s
homework,” Wang said. “I just
want to enjoy now and my coach
will tell me how to play next.”

Wang’s previous coach had
been Peter McNamara, who
died in July of prostate cancer.

Barty, who beat Wang twice
last year in their only prior
meetings, was undone by 39
unforced errors while Wang
made only 14.

Wang, who had squandered
four match pointsin a semi-final
losslast week atthe WT'A Bronx
tournament, enjoyed solid sup-
port at Louis Armstrong Sta-
dium. “Ilove New York,” Wang
said.

OSAKA OUSTS GAUFF
Naomi Osakalooked across the
net after ending Coco Gauff’'sUS
Open in the third round Satur-
daynight and saw the tears wel-
ling in the 15-year-old Ameri-
can’seyes.

Osaka also saw a bit of herself
in the kid she’d just beaten 6-3,
6-0. Sothe tournament’s defend-
ing champion and No. 1 seed,
who is only 21 herself, com-
forted Gauff with a hug and
words of consolation, then
encouraged her to address the
23,000 or so folks pulling for the
young American in the Arthur
Ashe Stadium stands. Knowing
how tough it is to lose, Osaka

told her: “You need to let those
people know how you feel.”

So Gauff obliged—a rare
instance of a match’s loser
addressing the crowd from the
court. And was appreciative of
Osaka’s gesture. “She just
provedthatshe’satrueathlete.
Forme, the definition of an ath-
leteis someone who on the court
treats you like your worst
enemy, but off the court can be
your best friend,” Gauff said
later at her news conference.

It’s that sort of maturity off
the court, and a wise-beyond-
her-years game on it, that has
helped Gauff generate all sorts
ofattention already. She was the
youngest woman since 1996 to
win two matches at Flushing
Meadows, her follow-up to a
captivating run to the second
week at Wimbledon in July.

In this much-hyped show-
down under the lights, Gauff
often looked exactly like what
she is: an immensely talented

player whois still learning her
way at tennis’ top level.
Gauffpounded servesatupto
119 mph butalso double-faulted
seven times. She overcame a
slow start to get within 4-3inthe
opening set butalso dropped the
last eight games. Don’t forget:
TheU.S. Open was only the sec-
ond Slam for Gauff, who was
ranked No. 313 at the start of
Wimbledon and is now No. 140.
Osaka’s advantages in age
and accomplishments—sheisa

AFP

two-time major champion,
including at the Australian
OpenindJanuary—playedarole.
So,too,did her on-target power,
which resulted in a 24-8 edge in
winners. When it ended, after
merely 65 minutes, Gauffbegan
tobawl on the sideline.

Gauff acknowledged feeling
some jitters at the outset, and
Osaka produced the match’s ini-
tial seven winners.

It took all of 10 minutes for
Osaka to lead 3-0. When Gauff

Now is the moment to push, says Nadal

Agence France-Presse
= sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEWYORK: A rested and healthy
Rafael Nadal rolled into the US
Open’s fourth round on Satur-
day, wishing he had been
pushed harder as he charges
after a 19th Grand Slam title.

The 33-year-old Spaniard,
who won his 12th French Open
title in June, advanced to the
last 16 by defeating 170th-
ranked South Korean qualifier
Chung Hyeon 6-3, 6-4, 6-2.

“I didn’t face a break point.
That’s a positive thing,” Nadal
said.

“And the best thingis without
playing great, playinganormal
match,Iwasabletohaveavery
comfortable score. That means
alotofthings, positive ones,” he
added.

“Now isthe momenttopush,
tomake a step forwardifI want
to give me a chance to fight for
the important things. That’s
whatI'm going totry.”

Against Chung, a 2018 Aus-
tralian Open semi-finalist who
has battled injuries, Nadal
played an aggressive game off
the ground and on the serve,
winningnearly 90 percent of his
first-serve points.

Nadal, a three-time US Open
champion, said he wished he
had been able to play a second-
round match against injured
Australian Thanasi Kokkinakis
instead of advance by walkover
andrest for three days.

= Rafael Nadal celebrates his third-round victory over qualifier Hyeon Chung on Saturday. AFP

The injury-nagged star who
was forced out of a US Open
semi-final last year with knee
pain and struggled with a hip
injury earlier this season
wanted more than six sets under
hisbelt by now on the New York

hardcourts.

“Younever know what’s bet-
ter or worse, no? From here, the
main thing, I am happy to be
where I am. I'm in the fourth
round, and that’s the main
thing,” Nadal said.

“Forme, personally, in some
way, I will prefer to play the
match. Insome way istruethat
you save energy. So you never
know what’s the best thing.”

Second seed Nadal is con-
cerned about form as much as

rest, although he did withdraw
from a tuneup event in Cincin-
natiafter winning at Montreal.

“I had the first three or four
months ofthe season very hard,
toomany issues again,and then
it’s true that since Barcelona,
things have been improving,”
Nadal said.

“Iwasabletofix alittle bit the
body and play more or less with
freedom of movements. That’s
givenme the chance to compete
atthe highestlevel again.

“So hereIam to try my best
and I'm goingto put my 100 per-
cent to try to be ready for the
nextround.”

CILIC NEXT

Next up for Nadal is a Monday
matchup against Croatia’s 23rd-
seeded Marin Cilic, the 2014 US
Open champion.

“The key is play well. That
simple,” Nadal said. “IfI’'m play-
ing well, I'm going to have hope-
fully my chances to return a
couple of points and give me
chances.

“Againstbigservers...chan-
ces are not a lot, so you need to
beready to expecta very tough
one.

“ButIneedtobefocused with
my serve, asalways. Ineedtobe
ready to accept the challenge
that brings the competition in
dayslike these.

“And I hope to be ready to
play my highest level, because
that’s what I’'m going to need,”
headded.

Johnson breaks record, qualifies for Worlds

Press Trust of India
= sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

BERLIN: Asian Games gold medal-
list Jinson Johnson bettered his
own 1500m national record to
clinchsilveratthe ISTAF Berlin
event here on Sunday. Johnson
clocked 3minutes 35.24 seconds
tofinish behind Joshua Thomp-
son of United Statesat the Olym-
pic Stadium here.

Theprevious nationalrecord
in the name of the 28-year-old
Keralarunner was 3:37.62, which
he had clocked at the Next Gen-
eration Meetin Nijmegeninthe
Netherlands in June. He also
holds the 800m national record
(1:45.65).

Withhisnational record shat-
teringeffort, Johnson also quali-
fied for the World Champion-
ships to be held in Doha from
September 28 to October 6. The

World Championships qualify-
ingtimeis 3:36.00.

“Iwasexpectingtobetter my
national record but did not
expect to win the silver. I will
now go to Colorado Springs,
USA, for further training and
then to Doha for the World
Championships,” Johnson, who
has split with his coach of two
years, Jasvinder Singh Bhatia,
said after the event.

“Iamvery happy. But my ulti-
mate aim is to do well in 2020
Tokyo Olympics,” the Army ath-
lete said.

Johnson planstodohigh-alti-
tude training (6000 feet) at the
American Distance Project in
Colorado Springs under Scott
Simmons.

Johnson had won the 2018
Asian Games gold in Jakarta in
1500m with a time of 3:44.72.

ISTAF Berlin is a part of the

TAAF World Challenge meet-
ings, the second tier of global one
day athletics events. It is the
penultimate leg of the IAAF
World Challenge meetings this
year.

On Saturday, Asian Games
gold medallist shot putter Tejin-
derpal Singh Toor clinched a sil-
ver with abest throw 0f20.09min
his last attempt during an ath-
leticmeet at Decin, Czech Repub-
lic.

Tajinder, who was awarded
the Arjuna Award this year, has
already qualified for World
championship being the Area
champion following his gold-
winning feat at Asian Athletics
Championships in April this
year. The 24-year-old Indian has
a personal best of 20.75m. The
event was won by Czech Repub-
lic’s Tomas Stanek with a throw
0f20.86m.

did claim a game, she did so with
a couple of exclamation points
in the form of aces at 105 mph,
thenthatoneat 119 mph.

Osaka slumped her shoul-
ders. The crowd roared. It
seemed, fleetingly, that this
mightbe a competitive match.

Soon enough, Osaka was edg-
ing ahead—and then pulling
away, showing the same poise
and power that carried her to
the championshipayearagoin
a memorably chaotic final
against Serena Williams that
ended with spectators booing
and both women in tears after
the 23-time major champion got
into alengthy dispute with the
chair umpire.

Onthisevening, Gauff’s body
language was getting worse and
worse, whether it was a slap of
her thigh or raising her racket
overhead as if contemplating a
spike or the palms-up glare
toward her parents and others
in a courtside guest box to ask
why they weren’t giving her
more support. Gauff’s dad said
afterward that his daughter
mightnot appear ontouragain
until next year, because of age
restrictions on the women’s
tour thatlimit how many tour-
naments someone whois 15may
enter. Next for Osakaisamatch
on Monday against 13th-seeded
Belinda Bencic of Switzerland
with a quarter-final berth at
stake.

Canadian 15th seed Bianca
Andreescu advanced to the
fourthround by defeating Dan-
ish 19th seed Caroline Wozni-
acki6-4,6-4.

The 19-year-old of Romanian
heritage won the battle of the
top-rated playersremainingin
her quarter of the draw after
exits by Simona Halep and Petra
Kvitova to book a last-16 date
with US qualifier Taylor Towns-
end.

“You see a lot of young play-
ers doing really well right now
and I think it’s really good for
the game,” said Andreescu.
“Yousee many fresh facesand I
think we’re only going to get bet-
ter from here.”

= Roger Federer stays on course for semi-final against Djokovic.  AFP

Federer eases past
struggling Gotfin,
enters last eight

Agence France-Presse
= sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW YORK: Roger Federer
advanced tothe US Open quarter-
finalsforthe 13th timein his past
15attempts Sunday by defeating
Belgian 15th seed David Goffin
6-2,6-2,6-0.

The 38-year-old Swiss third
seed, trying to stretch hismen’s
Grand Slam record title total to
21,took only 79 minutestobook a
quarter-final berth against the
winner ofalater match between
Bulgarian Grigor Dimitrov and
Australia’s Alexde Minaur.

“Itwasgreat.IthoughtIhada
good feeling out here,” Federer
said. “David didn’t have his best
day either, he was struggling.”

ON COLLISION COURSE
Federer’s victory kept him on a
semi-final collision course with
top-seeded defending champion
Novak Djokovic, who plays the
night feature match at Arthur
Ashe Stadium against three-time
Grand Slam winner Stan
Wawrinka, the Swiss 23rd seed.
Serbia’s Djokovic, a 16-time
Grand Slam champion who has
captured four of the past five
Slam crowns, is 19-5 against
Wawrinka but they have not
played since the Swiss defeated
Djokovic in the 2016 US Open

final. Also playing later is Rus-
sian fifth seed Daniil Medvedev,
whowon at Cincinnatiinthelast
major US Open tuneup event.
Medvedev wasfined $9,000for an
obscene gesture and unsports-
manlike conductin athird-round
victory, his third fine in three
matches at Flushing Meadows.

Federer, who improved to 9-1
inhiscareerrivalry with Goffin,
is7-0lifetime against 78th-ranked
Dimitrov but has never faced
38th-ranked De Minaur.

Five-time US Open champion
Federer’s Open Era Slam quar-
ter-finalsrecord grewto56and he
matched Andre Agassi’ssecond-
best US Open total of 13 quarter-
finals—second only to 17 by
Jimmy Connors—inadominant
performanceat Arthur Ashe Sta-
dium. Goffin broke in the third
game of the match and Federer
responded by winning the next
five gamestoseize the opening set
in 26 minutes, 11 of the next 13 to
grabcommand of the affairinside
ofanhour,and 17ofthefinal 19in
stunningly rapid fashion. “Iwas
down in the score earlier,” Fed-
erersaid. “Obviously youhaveto
come back. I was too down on
myself.

“InawayIfeelbadaboutbeat-
ing up on a friend like David. I
hope he has a better end of the
year.”

= Ferrari driver Charles Leclerc of Monaco (C) lifts the trophy and points to the sky as he dedicates his
Belgian GP win to Anthoine Hubert, a F2 driver who died in a racing accident on Saturday. AP

Leclerc wins maiden GP,
dedicates it to Hubert

Associated Press
= sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS,  BELGIUM:
Charles Leclerc just held off
Lewis Hamilton to win the Bel-
gian Grand Prix from pole posi-
tionon Sunday, securingthefirst
victory ofhis Formula One career
andending Ferrari’slong wait for
awin. Hamilton was within one
second of Leclerconthefinallap,
butthe21-year-old from Monaco
held hisnerve.

“Hewas catchingvery quickly
soI'had quite a bit of pressure,”
Leclercsaid after his win.

He dedicated it to French
driver Anthoine Hubert, who
died Saturday followinga heavy
crash during an F2 race held on
thesametrack. Driverspaid their
respectson Sunday.

Moments after winning,
Leclerc pointed to the sky and
thentoHubert’sname written on
the side of his car. Hamilton
extended his championshiplead
becausehis Mercedesteammate
Valtteri Bottas was third, finish-
ingahead of Ferrari’s Sebastian
Vettel. Ferrarihad not won since
formerdriver Kimi Raikkonen’s
victoryatthe US GPlast October.

Vettelis21 races withouta win
sincelast season’s Belgian GP.

Leclerc got away cleanly but
Vettel was overtaken by Hamil-
tonat thefirst turn before getting
past Hamilton again. Max Ver-
stappen, winner of two of the past
four races and a narrow second
behind Hamilton at the Hunga-

CORREA STABLE

Formula 2 racer Juan Manuel
Correa, injured in the high
speed crash that claimed the
life of Frenchman Anthoine
Hubert in the opening race of
the series' Belgian round, has
underwent surgery and is
stable, according to a state-
ment on his website. The
20-year-old American-Ecua-
dorian suffered fractures to
both his legs and a minor
spinal injury and is recovering
inintensive care. "At the
current moment, Juan Manuel
Correa’s condition is stable,"
the statement read. “"He was
taken by helicoptertoa
hospital where he underwent
surgery. Juan Manuel re-
mained conscious the entire
time until his admission to the
operating room.”

rian GP,wentoutonLap1.

Tens of thousands of orange-
clad Dutch fans watched in disap-
pointment as Verstappen slid
into the barriers, climbed out of
his car and walked back to the
garage.

Thefrontleft wheel ofhis Red
Bull was damaged after contact
with Raikkonen’s Alfa Romeo,
whostarted one place behind him
on the grid in sixth. Verstappen
finished in the top five of every
otherracethisseasonandit was
his first retirement since the
Hungarian GPin Julylast year.

Raikkonen was fortunate to

continue, seeingastheleft side of
his carlifted clean offthe ground.
But Renaultdriver Carlos Sainz
Jr. had to abandon following an
early collision. The incidents
caused the safety carto comeout
for four laps, and when the race
re-started Vettel maintained his
lead but with Hamilton starting
tocloseon Vettel’s Ferrari.

“Vettelis struggling,” Hamil-
tonsaid onteamradioon Lap 10.

Sixlapslater, Ferraribrought
Vettel in for a tire change, push-
ingHamilton up tosecond place.

Leclerc came in for his tire
changeexactly midway through
the44-laprace, puttingHamilton
in front. But Mercedes called
Hamiltonin on the very nextlap
and made a slow stop of 3.6 sec-
onds—which may ultimately
have costhim the win.

Bottascameinonelaplateras
Ferrari regained the race lead
with Vettel ahead of Leclerc.

Vettel obeyed team orders to
letLeclercgopasthimonLap27,
and thentwice held off Hamilton
before Hamilton passed him on
Lap32totake second place.

Hamilton was still seven sec-
ondsbehind Leclerc, butateinto
that lead so much that Leclerc
hadonlya2-secondlead with two
lapsremainingand back markers
ahead of him.

On the last lap, Alfa Romeo’s
Antonio Giovinazzi crashed out
butLeclerckepthisfocus. “It was
adifficult race.IgotascloseasI
could butmaybeIneeded another
couple oflaps,” Hamilton said.
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Vihari’s gritamiddle-order necessity

MAN FOR CRISIS The batsman has
shown the composure to stick to the
crease when the need arises

Abhishek Paul

= sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: To understand the
most significant facet of
Hanuma Vihari’s five-Test old
career,one muststartfromthe
beginning. The 25-year-old’s
debutin the fifth and last Test of
India’s tour of England in 2018
was overshadowed by the bigger
news of Karun Nair getting
overlooked. He scored a half-
century too in that Oval Test,
but it was No. 8 Ravindra
Jadeja’s unbeaten 86 that was
hailed as a more gallant effort.

Cuttothe Boxing Day Testat
MCG, when Vihari was pushed
tothetop afterregular openers
KL Rahul and Murali Vijay
failed. He was tested by Josh
Hazlewood, Mitchell Starc and
even took a dent on his helmet
from a Pat Cummins bouncer.
But hisresilient 8 off 66 balls at
the start waslostin the applause
over No.3 Cheteshwar Pujara’s
109.

“The management liked the
way Iwas composed wherever I
played, in Australia or England.
Honestly, IthinkIcan deliverin
abigway.Iamlookingforward
to the Tests that are coming up
after the World Cup. Now that I
have tasted international
cricket,Idon’tjust wantto con-
tribute to the team’s success, I
want to dominate like all big
players do,” Vihari had told
Hindustan Times in an inter-
view post the Australia tour.

INTHE SHADOWS

And when Vihari did get the
chancetoplay the central char-
acter overtwo sessionsagainst
West Indies on Saturday, Jas-
prit Bumrah’s six-wicket blitz—
including a hattrick — seemed
toefface the batsman’stoil. Itis
in the shadows of flashier per-
formances by his teammates
that Vihari seems to slowly
grow, afeature that has been the
most persistent theme in his
career since his U-19days.

In the current scheme of
things, the Indiateam manage-
ment can very well do with the
low-key approach of Vihari in
themiddle-order.

With Pujara, Rahane and
Vihari, the Test team seems to
have players who cannot only
scorebig, butalsobuckle down
and grinditout. Vihariisstilla
long way from being India’s
go-to man under pressure but he
certainly has shown the compo-
suretostick tothe crease when
the need arises. His 111 off 225
balls on Saturday is a prime
example.

He cameontothecrease after
the departure of Rahane on Day

1 and contributed 12 in 38-run
stand with Kohli. That was fol-
lowed by three stands with Ris-
habh Pant, Ravindra Jadejaand
Ishant Sharma in which he
neverlooked to getahead ofhis
partner.

When others perished, hejust
continued to take fresh stance.
It is in this quality of staying
back and delivering that Vihari
seems to be most comfortablein.
“When you are batting at No 6
theintent hasto be positive. At
that position you will be batting
with a batsman and then a
wicket falls and you will be with
the wicketkeeper or the lower
order,” Viharisaid at the end of
theday.

Hisintent wasindeed positive
with the way he stood and deliv-
ered a straight drive off West
Indies’ senior-most pacer
Kemar Roach for his first
boundary. Vihari also oozed
confidence when he danced
down the track against off-spin-
ner Rahkeem Cornwall to
smoke him through mid-off
ropes.

His nonchalance often
showed through the 16 bounda-
ries hit by him but they were
stretched far between. In the lull
periods, he defended with a
straight bat. It isn’t as if he
wasn’t challenged but Vihari’s
effect was in being able to sur-
vive and make it count.

THE ESCAPE

He was even dropped once at
first slipwhen a Cornwall deliv-
ery touched his edge but John
Campbell could not hold. DRS
too cametohisrescue too when
he was given outleg-beforetoa
Holder delivery that nipped
back late. He was on 79 off 148
deliveries then, with 13 bounda-
ries. Vihari made all the
reprieves count as well.

Not with flamboyance but
with grit. The next time Vihari
got four runs off bowler was
more than an hour later, in the
post-lunch session off Shannon
Gabriel.

That marked Vihari’s entry
into the nineties, in 187 balls.
From 79 to 90, Vihari took 39
balls. Vihari had been in this
zone before in the first Test in
Antigua wherehefell for 93 but
noton Saturday.

The nervous nineties were
crossed injust 13balls as Vihari
reached three figures for the
first time in Test cricket. His
patience over two days had
finally paid off.

“When I was batting over-
night on 42, I didn’t sleep very
well. My thoughts were on how
togetabigscoreandIamhappy
thatIcrossed that three-figure

s’

= Hanuma Vihari has made a mark as a gritty batsman in his six-Test career, a gritty half-century on debut in England last year followed by fighting knocks in Australia.

INDIA TAKE A STRANGLEHOLD

HIS INTENT WAS INDEED
POSITIVE WITH THE WAY
HE STOOD AND
DELIVERED A STRAIGHT
DRIVE OFF WEST INDIES’
SENIOR-MOST PACER
KEMAR ROACH FOR HIS

—_—

mark. I'm really happy to geta
hundred in those conditions,”
hesaid.

“I knew they would come
hardinthefirstsession. Thatis
thebest way to get usoutearly.
They did get an early wicket but
I just wanted to bat patiently,
waitfor the balls which werein
my area.

“I was batting at 82 during
lunch. I was patient, they were
bowling really well. We scored
400 plus but that doesn’t show
the way they bowled. It was
challenging conditions and I
really relished it.”

U-19DAYS

If there is one thing has stood
outin Vihari’s career since his
U-19 days when he was part of
India’s 2012 World Cup winning
team, it’s his perseverance. Cap-
tain Unmukt Chand (246 runsin
six matches), Smit Patel (178),
Prashant Chopra (172), Baba
Aparajith (171), Vijay Zol (151)
were the stars of that campaign
while Viharistayed at the back-
ground with a tally of just 71 in
six matches.

That wasjust the start. Inthe
nextfew years, Vihari emerged
as the one meant for the long
run. He shifted to Andhra Pra-
desh from Hyderabad in the
2016-17 season and started
amassing runs in domestic
cricket.

“Ifyouplayinthe U-19Indian
team it will somewhat help you
have that recognition. Butasa
player it will not help much
because there is a huge gap
between U-19, Ranji Trophy or
internationallevel. Youhaveto
grow as aplayer very quickly to

getinto the state side and then
further.

“After U-19,Iworked hard for
close to 4-5 years. Virat (Kohli)
was exceptional to get India call
up very early after U-19but Thad
to really work hard to get
selected for the senior team
because of many reasons,”
Vihari told in the earlier inter-
view.

The hard work Vihari men-
tioned resulted in 752 runs in six
matches with anaverage of94in
the 2017-18 season. His first-
class career average had
touched 59.79—the highest in
the world atthat time, even bet-
ter than Virat Kohli, Steve
Smith and Rohit Sharma.

Viharihad finally arrived. He
was already turning out for
India A by when he was asked to
jointhe squadin England for the
lasttwo Tests ofthe 2018 tour. It
was again time for Vihari to
start from the shadows. The
century at Kingston may be the
first sign of Vihariemerging out
of it.

Gunners hang on to hold Tottenham

Agencies
= sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Arsenal fought back
fromtwo goalsdowntosalvagea
2-2draw against Tottenhamina
pulsatingnorth London derby on
Sunday which both sides will feel
they should have won.

Spurspreyed onthe Gunners’
vacant midfield early onas Chris-
tian Eriksen tapped home at the
end of a flowing counter-attack
before Harry Kane’s penalty dou-
bled the Champions Leaguefinal-
ists’lead.

However, Arsenal were
always a threat going forward
and, after Alexandre Lacazette
reduced the arrears in first-half
stoppage time, were well worthy
ofapoint after the break.

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
gottheequaliser 19 minutesfrom
time and Arsenal even had the
ball in the net again through
Sokratis Papastathopoulos, only
toseetheir celebrations cut short
by the offsideflag.

Ashareofthespoilssees Arse-
nal maintain a two-point lead
overtheirlocalrivals with seven
points from the opening four
gamesto Tottenham’sfive.

Tottenham’s long wait for an
away wininthe Premier League
datingback to January also con-
tinues, but they did show some
resolve after adesperately disap-
pointing1-0home defeat to New-
castle last weekend with man-
ager Mauricio Pochettino com-
plainingafterwards ofhavingan
unsettled squad.

The Argentine had sidelined
Eriksen and Jan Vertonghen in
the opening month of the season
butboth returned and the Danish
midfielder had a hugeimpactan
anopenand franticencounter.

Arsenal boss Unai Emery
named the front three of club
record signing Nicolas Pepe,
Aubameyang and Lacazette
togetherin his startingline-up for
the first time, but the Gunners
lacked any balance to their
attacking intent as Tottenham
counter-attacked with easeearly
on. Thevisitors went in front with

= Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang scores his team's second goal in London on Sunday.

their first serious attack 10 min-
utesinas Son Heung-minlatched
onto Kane’s knockdown and
freed Erik Lamela through on
goal.

Bernd Lenogotaweak handto
Lamela’s effort and palmed the
ballinto the grateful path of the
onrushing Eriksen totap home.

Lenoredeemed himselfwitha
stunning save to prevent Son
making it 2-0 and also turned a
dipping Eriksen free-kick to
safety. However, Leno was help-
less to stop Kane continuing his
excellentrecordinthenorth Lon-
don derby from the penalty spot
after a ludicrous challenge by
Granit Xhaka to clearly chop
down Soninsidethearea. Totheir
credit, Arsenalraised themselves
offthe canvastoreduce the deficit
before the break.

Hugo Lloris made a fine save
low to his right to deny Pepe his

first Arsenal goal, but moments
later Lacazette burst through
before blasting past his French
international teammate from a
narrow angletogivethe Gunners
hope. A wild second periodraged
from end-to-end as Son saw a shot
deflected inches wide and Kane
struck theinside ofthe postat one
end, while Llorismadeabrilliant
save to deny Matteo Guendouzi
and Sead Kolasinac somehow
skewed wide from point-blank
rangeattheother.

Arsenal, though, were theside
in the ascendancy and got their
reward with an equaliser.

Lacazette had been sacrificed
for Dani Ceballos to bolster the
midfield and that allowed Aub-
ameyang to move into his
favoured role through the mid-
dle. Guendouzi was the creator as
his cross was expertly turned
home by Aubameyang for his
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third goal of the season.

LIVERPOOL’SRECORD
BURNLEY:Premier Leagueleaders
Liverpool setanew clubrecord of
13 straight top flight wins with a
3-0victoryat Burnley, maintain-
ing their two-point advantage
over champions Manchester
City. With four wins out of fourto
starttheseason, Juergen Klopp’s
side head into the international
break in buoyant mood after
another convincingdisplay from
the European champions.

“The players pretty much
played the perfect game. Ireally
liked the game and it was really
deserved.It’sour mostdeserved
win of the season — the boys
played asensational game,” said
Klopp. Sadio Mane and Roberto
Firminofoundthetarget afteran
own goal from Chris Wood had
ended Burnley’s early resistance.

Koulibaly own goal
hands Juventus
victory over Napoli

Agence France-Presse
= sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

MILAN: Kalidou Koulibaly handed
Juventus a dramatic win with a
last-gasp own goal that consigned
Napoli to a painful 4-3 Serie A
defeat after his side had battled
back from three goals down to
level the scores.

The Senegal international
shanked in Paulo Dybala’s free-
kick undernopressurein the sec-
ond minute of stoppage time to
hand Juve the three points in
Turin and put Maurizio Sarri’s
side top with six points, leaving
Napoli with nothing to show for
their Herculean efforts.

“Itwasaroller-coaster. Welost
control of the game and got dis-
tracted, so they managed to
equalise, but fortunately in the
end we still won,” said Gonzalo
Higuain, who spun Koulibaly
before slamming home Juve’s
superb second.

Koulibaly’s blunder undid all
of Napoli’s good work in fighting
back fromthe dead withlessthan
half-an-hour left, with goals from
Danilo just 20 seconds after he
cameonasasubstitute, Higuain
— back at Juventus after loan
spellsat ACMilanand Chelsea--
and CristianoRonaldogivingthe
reigning champions whatlooked
likean unassailable lead.

Two goalsinasmany minutes
from Kostas Manolas and Hir-
ving Lozano shortly after
Ronaldo had made it three
brought Napoli back into the
game, and Giovanni Di Lorenzo
sent the away fans wild with a
close-rangefinishtosetupatense
final nine minutes.

But with at least point seem-
inglyinthebag, Koulibaly made
it a nightmare end for Carlo
Ancelotti’smen, whofinished on
the wrongend of a4-3scoreline.
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NEWDELHI: India decided to
notimpose follow-on after
they skittled out West Indies
for117,takingafirst-innings
lead 0f299in the second Test
atKingston. West Indies,
whoresumed at 87for seven,
added 30 more before being
bowled out. The hosts’ col-
lapse wastriggered by Jas-
prit Bumrah’s six-wicket
haul, the paceman becom-
ingthethird Indian bowler
totakeaTest hattrick.
Before him, Harbhajan
Singh and Irfan Pathan had
taken Test hattricks.
Bumrah’searly bursthad
reduced West Indies to 22 for
fiveas he picked Darren
Bravo, Shamarh Brooks and
Roston Chase off successive
deliveries to claim his hat-

trick on Saturday, the sec-
ondday.

The spineless West Indies
need to thank the 45-run
partnership between Shim-
ron Hetmyer and Jason
Holder asalso Rahkeem
Cornwalland Kemar Roach
attheback-end for taking
them past 100 and save them
further embarrassment.

Mohammed Shami
picked two whileIshant
Sharmaand Ravindra
Jadejapicked oneeach.Ish-
ant,infact, becamethe top
wickettaker for India out-
side Asiasurpassing Kapil
Dev. India wenttolunch at
16for one atlunch with
Mayank Agarwalfallingto
Kemar Roach for four. Their
overalllead stood at 315.
Brief scores (atlunch, Day 3): India
416 &16/1vs WIT17 (SHetmyer34,)
Holder18,JBumrah 6/27)

ROUNDUP

EX-NZ RUGBY
LEAGUE TRAINER
TOPS TEAM INDIA
SHORTLIST

Press Trust of India
= sportsdesk@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Nick Webb, who has
worked with New Zealand
women’s cricket team and Auck-
land-based rugby league outfit
Warriors, has topped the three-
man shortlist for the Indian
cricketteam’s strength and con-
ditioning coach’sjob.

Thesecond and thirdnamesin
the shortlist are Luke Wood-
house and India’s S Rajnikanth,
the last one being the supposed
choice of some of the top Indian
players. However, sourcesin the
know of things said that unless
thereisa “miracle”, Rajnikanth
will not get the job as he came
third in the practical assessment
atthe National Cricket Academy
in Bengaluru.

“Since the formalities of the
appointment will be completed
by CEO, we can’t say Webb has
gotthejob. Butobviously heisthe
top choice and once the terms of
appointmentisfinalised, he will
beonboard,” said a senior BCCI
official, privy todevelopment.

The 32-year-old has also
worked with New Zealand’s first-
class side Central Districts, also
known as Stags.

His last assignment was with
the New Zealand women’s
nationalteam ‘White Ferns’.

It is learnt that the selectors
and former Bengaland East Ben-
gal football team trainer Ranad-
eep Moitra assessed the candi-
dates during practical examina-
tion. “One of the things that
weighedinfavour of Nick wasthe
fact that he has been associated
with a National Rugby League
(NRL)team Warriorsin New Zea-
land. He was found to be most
suitable to take the benchmark
that Shankar Basuhad settoadif-
ferentlevel,” said the official.

Thetestsatthe NCA were con-
ducted with U-19 campers being
dividedintobatches of six players
each under every aspirant.

“Webb’s communication and
trouble shooting skills was con-
sidered asthe bestamongthetop
three. Asfar as practical knowl-
edge went, all three wereon par,”
the official informed. That Webb
is only 32-year-old was also fac-
toredinashewillbeabletomatch
the players duringtraining.

MALINGA BECOMES TOP
WICKETTAKER IN T20IS
KANDY: SriLanka paceman Lasith
Malinga became the highest
wicket-takerin T20 Internation-
alswith his99th scalp in thefirst
match against New Zealand, sur-
passingPakistan’s Shahid Afridi.

Malinga, who quit Test cricket
in 2011 and played his farewell
ODIinJuly, bowled Colin Munro
in the first over to equal Afridi’s
record of 98 wickets.

Grymnastics trials put off
due to simmering feud

Navneet Singh
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New Delhi: Inamajor setback to
aspiring Indian gymnasts pre-
paring for the 2020 Tokyo Olym-
pics, the open two-day selection
trials scheduled to be held here
from Monday to select a six-mem-
ber team, including three women,
for the World Artistic Gymnas-
tics Championships scheduled at
Stuttgart from October 4-13 has
been postponed.

The world championships is
thefirstmajor event of the season
offering Olympic quota places,
but top gymnasts who reached
Delhi on Saturday were dis-
mayed tofind thatthetrialshave
been cancelled. Thereasonisthe
Sports Authority of India (SAI)
separately requesting the Indian
Olympic Association to consti-
tuteaselection paneland conduct
trials to pick a core group of 24
gymnasts, including 12 women, to
prepare the national squad for
the world championships and
othermajoreventsin the build up
tothe Tokyo Games. (Thefaction
that scheduled the trials has the
world body’s backing, butis not
recognized by the government.)

SATI’s team division in its
administrative sanction on
August 26 also mentioned that
IOA shouldinform state Olympic
units so that all Tokyo hopefuls
cantakepartinthetrials. Despite
the trials being cancelled, SAIis
yet to send an official communi-
cation to the gymnasts. A top
gymnast said they were told
orally on Saturday, but with no
officialannouncement, they have
towait till Monday.

IOA however said it doesn’t
have the jurisdiction to conduct
trials as the gymnastics world
body, FIG, hasn’tallowedit. “We
havenoright. Wehaveinformed
SAI,” said Rajeev Mehta,IOA sec-
retary general. Keepingtheinter-
estof gymnastsinmind, IOA has
sought permission from FIG to

= Dipa Karmakar’s fourth-place finish in Rio Olympics brought focus

on Indian gymnastics.

hold thetrialssothatthenational
team cantake partinthe worlds.
“We haven’t got any response.
But we will check again with the
international body on Monday,”
Mehtasaid.

FIG generally doesn’t approve
IOA holding the trials. It had
raised objections duringtrialsfor
the 2018 Gold Coast Common-
wealth Games and eventually
IOAhadtostepbackandthefed-
eration affiliated to FIG was
allowed to send the team.

There are two GFI factions.
The one headed by Sudhakar
Shetty is affiliated to the world
body. The other, with Shanti
Kumar Singh as president,isrec-
ognised by IOA. The GFI has
remained derecognised by the
sports ministry since 2011.

Asthelast GFIelections were
heldin August2015and thefour-
year term has expired, both fac-
tions had announced elections.

REUTERS

The Singh faction had planned its
meeting in Chandigarh on
August 24 and the Shetty groupin
Mumbaithenextday. FIG inter-
vened and asked them toend the
dispute and work for the sport
and gymnasts. FIGhasalsoasked
bothfactionstoadheretotheIOA
Arbitration Tribunal order to
hold elections. In a letter on
August 23, FIGhasasked themto
hold elections within three
months, warningthattheIndian
body could otherwise face sus-
pension. “Cease to fight in the
court and hold elections within
three months. Failure to so do
will force FIG to suspend Indian
federation,” the lettersaid.

Indian gymnasticshad earned
goodwill thanks to Dipa Kar-
makar finishing a creditable
fourth in the vault event at the
2016 Rio Olympics. However, the
prolonged dispute threatens to
dragdown thesport.
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Yashaswini sheds doubtsonthe

ski slope, wins gold for Tokyo spot

UNWAVERING Her love of the mountains, adventure and skiing helps Deswal win at World Cup, secure ninth Olympic berth

Saurabh Duggal

= saurabh.duggal@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Shootingisall about
that unwavering focus, a sort of
tunnel vision to excel with deci-
mal points making all the differ-
ence. The downside though is at
timesit can gettoomonotonous,
and stressful, especially if the
goingisnot too smooth.

Yashaswini Singh Deswal
found the right antidote. A love
for the mountains, adventure
activities, and skiing helped
Deswal sustain her first passion,
togetback totherange withmore
focusand strength.

On Saturday evening, with the
focus firmly on a Tokyo Olympics
berth, the 22-year-old from Hary-
ana upstaged multiple Olympic
medallist Olena Kostevych of
Ukrainetoclinch goldin 10mair
pistolin the year’slast World Cup
in Rio de Janeiro, securing a
ninth Olympicberth for the coun-
tryinthe process.

Having topped the qualifica-
tion rounds with 582/600, Deswal
shot 236.7 points in thefinal tofin-
ish atop the podium.

“It’s a great feeling to win an
Olympic quota at a world-level
competition. WhenIwoke up in
themorning, Idon’tknow why, I
was very confident of winningthe
quota place. The feeling that it’s
my day struck me again and
again beforeIentered therange.
It helped me carry forward the
momentum till the end, and
thankfully I earned a quota
place,” anelated Deswal said over
phonefromRio.

Ukraine’s Kostevych is a
former Olympic and world cham-
pion. She is also the world No 1.
Deswalisranked amodest30. But
the Indian, like many shooters
emerging in the country, didn’t
let pressure gettoher.

“My fight was with myself, so
there wasno pressure of shooting
against the Olympic medallist,”
said Deswal. “I had to prove a
pointthatIam capable of pulling
itoffatabiggerstage.Iwasyetto
makethe podiumataworld-level
meetinseniors. Thankfully,Idid
ithere.”

= Yashaswini Singh Deswal (centre) topped qualification with 582/600 before shooting 236.7 points in the final of the ISSF World Cup in Rio de Janeiro.

Thisyear, atthe World Univer-
sity Games, she missed the
podium, finishing fourth. After
breakingthejunior worldrecord
in 2016, Deswal was seen as a
potential force. Somehow, her
transition to the seniors wasnot
smooth. And until last year, she
struggled toevenremainaregu-
larinthenational squad.

“Last year wasnotgood forme
andIwasstrugglingtomaintain
form.Imissed both the Common-
wealth and Asian Games. It was
my family thathelped mebelieve

in myself. My former college’s
(DAV College, Chandigarh)
sportssir AmanendraMannhas
alwaysbeen thereto provide psy-
chological support,” said Deswal,
whotook up the sportin 2012.
“Ups and downs are part and
parcel ofanathlete’slife,and not
beinginform forlongmakes you
learn a lot of things. During the
rough patches, Ikeptonethingin
mind—I have to concentrate on
my action and things would auto-
matically keepfallingintoplace,”
added the second year law stu-

dentof Panjab University, Chan-
digarh.

SKIING, MOUNTAINSTO
RELIEVE STRESS
At the beginning of the year,
Deswal’s first target was skiing.
Somehow, because of her shoot-
ingschedule, she couldn’tgoforit
inJanuary. However, duetopro-
longed snowfall, there was
enough snow at Auli, Uttara-
khand, and she completed her
skiingschedulein March.
“Instead of going for outings

with my friends, I love to do
adventureactivities. Ithelpsme
in breaking the monotony of
shooting. Skiingis anew adven-
ture sports in my list and for the
last couple of yearsit’saregular
feature in my to-do list for win-
ters. In 2015 I enrolled for the
basiccourseinskiing, buthadto
leave it midway. In 2017, I com-
pleted it and since then I regu-
larly go for skiing at Auli,” said
Deswal.

Her family is happy that her
interestin adventure sports has

ISSF

helped shed anxiety.

“When a player competes at
internationallevel, therearealot
of imagined fears that come in
one’s mind. And adventure
sports is a great activity that
helps in dealing with such fear.
Yashaswini is regularly into
mountaineering and skiing.
These activities helped a lot in
overcoming all sorts of fear and
pressure,” said her father SS
Deswal, aHaryana cadreIPS offi-
cer whois Director General, Indo
Tibetan Border Police.

Sharma slips but
still in contention

for PGA card

Press Trust of India
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NEWBURGH (USA): Indian golfer
Shubhankar Sharma ground it
out for an even par 72 that kept
himin contentionforaPGA Tour
card despite dropping from tied
third to tied 10th in the second
round of the Korn Ferry Tour
Championship.

Sharmashot 72 to get to six-un-
der 138 here on Saturday.

TheIndian needstofinish sole
sixth or better to lock his PGA
Tour card for2019-20. Heis six off
the lead, as Chris Baker with 69
moved to 12-under, but Scottie
Scheffler, at sixth, is just two
ahead of Sharma.

India’s Anirban Lahiri has
alreadylocked hisPGA Tour card
but skipped the Tour Champion-
shiptobe with hisfamilyin Palm
Beach where Hurricane Dorianis
expected to hit in the coming
days.

Baker shot 69 at the Victoria
National Golf Club to take the
36-hole lead while Lanto Griffin
and Tom Lewis sit two shots off
the pace at 10-under 134. The
33-year-old Baker, who turned
professional in 2008, is in search
ofhis first PGA TOUR card.

Sharma, starting from the
tenth, had a bogey on 14th, but
birdied the 15th to get back on
track and turnedinanevenpar.

On his second nine he was
goingfine with back-to-back bird-
ies on second and third, before
bogeys on fifth and eighth, his
14th and 17th holes pegged him
back. Sharma wasnot too pleased
with his hitting in the second
round. “Today (it) actually
wasn’tthatgood.Iwasn’thitting
it as close as I was yesterday. I
struggled towards the end of the
round where I was 2-under after
thefifth hole which wasmy 14th.

“And then just made a few
bogeys coming in. I'm pretty
happy otherwise,I’ve beenplay-
ing alright. I just need two low
ones on the weekend, and we’ll
see what happens.” About his
missed cut,headded, “Ijusttried
to put things into perspective. I
wasjust beingtoohard on myself
in the first two events and just
wanted to enjoy playing golf. “I
didthat yesterday andhadagood

= Shubhankar Sharma
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day. I think over the next two
daysT'lltrynottothink ofthe out-
comeandtryandenjoy the proc-
ess.” He concluded, “I definitely
feel like I belong here and can
play here.”

KAPURENDSTIED 10TH
JAKARTA:Indian golfer Shiv Kapur
finished the week with atwo-un-
der 70 to sign off Tied-10th at the
Bank BRIIndonesia Open hereon
Sunday. Heended with afour-day
totaltonine-under279. The Tied-
10th was Kapur’s bestfinish since
Decemberlast year, whenhe was
sixth atIndonesian Masters.
Atthetop, Argentina’s Miguel
Carballomade one of the biggest
comebacks ofhis career by over-
turning a six-shot deficit to win
thetitleatthe Pondok Indah Golf
Course. Carballo, who topped the
Asian Development Tour (ADT)
Order of Merit last year, closed
with a flawless five-under 67 to
clinch his maiden Asian Tour
title by three shots over Korea’s
Yikuen Chang with his winning
total of 17-under 271.
Overnightleader by six shots,
Naraajie Emerald Ramadhan
Putra of Indonesia dropped five
shots in last six holes to drop to
fourth. He carded 78 and was
fourth at 12-under and finished
five shots behind Carballo. Jazz
Janewattananond (71) was T-6th
at10-under.
AmongotherIndians, Rashid
Khan (70) was T-16 ateight-under,
while first round leader Viraj
Madappa (69), Chiragh KUmar
(69) and Ajeetesh Sandhu (68)
were T-22at seven-under and Om
Prakash Chouhan (72) was
T-29th. Khalin Joshi(72), S Chik-
karangappa (73) and Kshitij
Naved Kaul (70) were T-41st.
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