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Across Assam, chorus rises among MLAs:
NRC is faulty, many genuine citizens out

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, SEPTEMBER1

MLAS OF all political hues and
across multiple districts of
Assam agree that “genuine
Indian citizens” have been left
out of the final National Register
of Citizens (NRC) published on
Saturday.

The lawmakers said they
would stand by the victims of
these alleged mistakes and dis-
crepancies, as they filed ap-
peals against their exclusion at
the Foreigners Tribunals (FTs)
of the state.

The final NRC excluded over
19 l1akh individuals.

Afamily in Gorbhetar village, in Assam’s Baksa district, checks
their names in the final NRC list on Sunday. Dasarath Deka

None of the MLAs that The
Indian Express spoke to on
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Fadnavis: Alliance
with Shiv Sena

will continue, I am
coming back as CM

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE

& NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN
AURANGABAD, SEPTEMBER1

CHIEF MINISTER Devendra
Fadnavis has said that there is no
confusion in the BJP about fight-
ing the Maharashtra state elec-
tions with the Shiv Sena, and ex-
pressed confidence that he would
be CM again if the alliance won.

Inan interview to The Indian
Expressin Aurangabad last week,
during his state-wide Janadesh
Yatra, Fadnavis sought to lay to
rest the hit-and-run battles be-
tween various second-rung
leaders of the BJP and Sena over
claims to chief ministership if the
alliance won.

“In a democracy we should
leave it to people. So if we have
done a good job, which I think
we have, people will elect us
back. The BJP parliamentary
board under the leadership of

INU seeks Romila’s CV to
review special status, she
says attempt to dishonour

No move to discontinue status: Ministry

ARANYA SHANKAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER

HISTORIAN ROMILA Thapar, who
was asked by JNU to submit her
CV in order to review her status
as Professor Emerita, on Sunday
said the move was an attempt to
“dishonour” her since she had
been “critical” of the changes in-
troduced by the administration.

According to a letter that
Prabhat Patnaik, another

Professor Emeritus at JNU, wrote
to EPW magazine on Saturday,
the JNU administration had told
her that “a committee ap-
pointed by the university could
evaluate her work and decide
whether she should continue as
professor emerita of JNU”.
Thapar confirmed she received
the letter on July 12.

The move comes after [NU’s
Executive Council (EC) in August
last year revised the rules and

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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‘NCP, CONG LEADERS
ARE COMING TO US’

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS
MAHARASHTRA CHIEF MINISTER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
isempowered to choose the CM.
However, the political situation
is such that they will choose me,”
he said.

About the alliance with the
Sena, Fadnavis said, “At least
what I know, at the top in Delhi
and Maharashtra, there is no
confusion. We will fight in
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Govt schemes
to get a push
in nearly 27K
Dalit villages

SHALININAIR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBERT

THE UNION government has
identified 26,968 Dalit-majority
villages for focused implemen-
tation of various government
schemes over the next five years.
These include all existing Central
and state welfare schemes that
are necessary to meet critical
gaps in socio-economic and in-
frastructure needs, and reduce
disparities.

These villages — where over
50 per cent of the total population
are Dalits and those with a size-
able overall population — have
been zeroed in under the Pradhan
Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana for
“integrated development”.

“As per data, there are in all
46,859 revenue villages where
more than half the population
comprises people from the
Scheduled Castes. Of this, 26,968
villages have a population of
above 500 people and these will
be our focus for the next

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Polls to contest,
politicians’ worries
increase

THE PUBLICATION of the final National Register of Citizens
(NRC) on Saturday has sent waves of worry and concern
through several MLAs in Assam, especially those with
significant numbers of linguistic or religious minorities
among their voters. The exclusion of over 19 lakh
individuals, most of whom can be expected to file appeals,
has opened a new, messy chapter in this decades-old
controversy. In a state where lines of identity are fre-
quently distinct and deep, every elected representative
knows that this issue is far from closure.

Omar, Mehbooba met
their family members
twice, says official

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBERT

THE FAMILY members of former
J&K chief ministers Omar
Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti
were allowed to meet the two
detained leaders “twice” re-
cently, government sources have
told The Indian Express.

“They were allowed to meet
after the family members ap-
proached the administration for
permission. The families met
them twice recently. They can
meet the detainees twice a
week,” a senior official said.

Abdullah, who is vice-presi-
dent of National Conference (NC),
and Mehbooba, who heads the

THE EDITORIAL PAGE

ECONOMY NEEDS

COHESIVE THINKING

BY VIKRAM SINGH MEHTA
PAGE 10

New Governors for five
states, Arif Mohammed
Khan will head to Kerala

LIZMATHEW &
DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER1

FORMER UNION minister Kalraj
Mishra, former Uttarakhand
chief minister Bhagat Singh
Koshyari, BJP’s Tamil Nadu unit
chief Tamilisai Soundararajan
and former Union labour minis-
ter Bandaru Dattatraya were on
Sunday named Governors, con-
tinuing with the practice of BJP
veterans being picked for guber-
natorial posts. However, the sur-

prise appointment was that of
former Congress leader Arif
Mohammed Khan, who fa-
mously resigned from the Rajiv
Gandhi government in 1986
over its stand in the Shah Bano
case. Khan, a vocal supporter of
the abolition of instant triple ta-
lag by the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment, has been appointed the
new Governor of Kerala, replac-
ing former Chief Justice of India
P Sathasivam.
The appointment of Khan,
68, as Governor of Kerala
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Looking for Choksi in Antigua: at jewellery
shop, cafe where he drank mint and ginger tea

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

SANDIPG
ST JOHNS (ANTIGUA),
SEPTEMBER]

AT HERITAGE Quay, St John'’s
central shopping haunt, a dimly
lit alley leads to a cluster of
stores. The second on this corri-
dor is Ama Jewels, sandwiched
between an antiques storeand a
Levi’s outlet. Local residents say
the shop is owned by Suraj Patel,

who migrated to Antigua in the
1980s. But they also say that
Ama Jewels has another, more
popular, name — Choksi’s shop.

“Idon’t know whose name it
is registered in. But it used to be
called Choksi’s shop. We still call
it his shop,” says Inspector
Benchi Baptiste, from the local
police.

Baptiste, of course, is refer-
ring to absconding businessman
Mehul Choksi, an accused in the
Punjab National Bank scam who
fled to Antigua and Barbuda, and
acquired citizenship by deposit-
ing a non-refundable sum of

Ama Jewels, popularly called
“Choksi’s shop”. Sandip G

US$200,000. Several actors, in-
dustrialists and oil barons hold
citizenshipin the twinislands —
from Oprah Winfrey and Giorgio
Armani to Silvio Berlusconi and
Eric Clapton.

At Ama Jewels, the man at
the counterisin his early 30s. He
introduces himself as “Rahul
from Surat”, and says he’s been
here for six months. “We have
the best collection and will give
you good discounts. A lot of
celebrities have visited our store,
Hollywood actors and models,”
he says, swiping through a col-
lection of photographs on his

mobile phone.

The shop, a little crammed,
has a collection of what he
claims are “Tanzanite Diamonds,
the best diamond in the world”
— Tanzanite, in fact, is a rare
bright blue gem stone, mined
near Mt Kilimanjaro. There are
emerald and diamond pendants,
sapphire rings and ruby
bracelets, too. “I will give you a
lower price, for your wife or girl-
friend,” he says, smiling.

The warmth, however, disap-
pears when you ask about the
owner. “I have seen him (Patel)

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

People’s Democratic Party (PDP),
have been under detention since
August 5, when the central gov-
ernment removed J&K’s special
status under Article 370 and bi-
furcated the state of into two UTs.

The NC leader is lodged at
Hari Niwas, and the PDP chief at
Chesmashahi hut, both of which
have been declared as sub-jails
in Srinagar.

According to the official, rel-
atives and friends are meeting
dozens of mainstream political
leaders lodged at Centaur Hotel
on the bank of the Dal lake. “The
families are submitting applica-
tions and are being allowed to
meet the families inside the ho-
tel,” he said. The hotel too, has
been declared a subsidiary jail.

MOVE AMID J&K TENSION

New offer from
Pak: Consular
access for
Jadhav today

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER

AT A time when tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan are high
over the removal of special status
to Jammu and Kashmir under
Article 370, Islamabad has de-
cided to grant consular access on
Monday to Kulbhushan Jadhav,
theIndian national inits custody:.

Delhi is “studying the offer”,
government sources told The
Indian Express. This is the second
time that Pakistan has said it is
offering consular access to
Jadhav, after a previous move in
early August.

India had refused the earlier
offer. India has said that it had
asked Pakistan to provide “unim-
peded” consularaccessinan “en-
vironment free from the fear of
intimidation and reprisal”, inline
with aruling by the International
Court of Justice (IC]).

Announcing the latest deci-
sion Sunday, Pakistan Foreign
Ministry spokesperson
Mohammad Faisal posted on
Twitter: “Consular access for
Indian spy Commander
Kulbhushan Jadhav, a serving
Indian naval officer and RAW

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Pakistan raises
J&K in Malé,
Harivansh
objects strongly

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBERT

RAJYA SABHA Deputy Chairman
Harivansh attacked Pakistan
powerfully after representatives
of that country tried to drag
Jammu and Kashmir on to the
table of an international confer-
ence of presid-
ing officers of
elected Houses
in the Maldives
on Sunday.
Harivansh
“strongly ob-
jected” to state-

RS Deputy  ments made by

Chairman Qasim Khan

Harivansh  Suri, Deputy
Speaker of the
Pakistani

National Assembly, and also took
on Senator Quratulain Marri.

In his address to the Fourth

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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ASSAM
After doctor dies
in mob attack,
medical outfits

give protest call

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, SEPTEMBER 1

A DAY after a 73-year-old doctor
died of injuries sustained inamob
attack over the death of ateawor-
ker in Assam’s Jorhat district, the
state branch of Indian Medical
Association (IMA)and Assam Me-
dical Service Association (AMSA)
on Sunday called for a 24-hour
withdrawal of medical services by
doctors. Police have so far detai-
ned 21 peoplein connection with
the attack on Dr Deben Dutta.

IMA state branch and AMSA
have called for withdrawal of serv-
ices by doctors, including emer-
gency duty, from 6 am on Tuesday
to 6 am the next day.

Jorhat SP, N V Chandrakant,
said, “SomraMajhi(32),a tempo-
rary worker at Teok tea garden,
was takenll to the garden hospi-
tal. Dr Dutta was away on lunch
break and the nurse administered
preliminary treatment. Later, the
doctor came back, but the patient
unfortunately died.”

“Amob vandalised the hospi-
tal and attacked the doctor. They
hit him and injured him with glass
pieces. Police arrived and rescued
him. We rushed him to Jorhat
Medical College and Hospital, but
he died on the way. We have de-
tained 21 people so far.”

Nilesh Gond, secretary of the
Jorhat branch of Assam Chah
Mazdoor Sangha said, “Manjhi
was injured after he fell in the
bathroom. It is possible that he
suffered a stroke. The doctor came
30 minutes after the patient was
brought in. By that time, the pa-
tient was dead. Thatinfuriated the
workers and they assaulted him.
We condemn the violence.”

mVISUAL STORIES
m DAILY BRIEFING
m PODCASTS

m CUSTOMIZABLE
NEWS EXPERIENCE

Indian Express
*k kK3 4.6

SCANTHISQRCODETO
DOWNLOAD THE APP

WEB
EXCLUSIVE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

INDIAWILLGETSWISS BANK DETAILS OF INDIANS FROM TODAY. WHAT DOES THISMEAN?

Thisis not anew measure. In 2016, India and Switzerland had signed an information-sharing deal on bank
accounts, which was to come into effect from September 2019.

VIDEO OF THE DAY

FROM PAGE ONE

New Governors

assumes significance since it’s a
state where the BJP is desperate
to make electoral inroads. The
party failed towinasingle seatin
Kerala in the 2019 election, in
which the BJP came back to
power at the Centre with a
stronger majority.

His appointment comes in
the backdrop of the BJP pushing
through the triple talaq Bill in
Parliament recently. A supporter
of reforms inIslam, Khan has op-
posed instant triple talaq for
years and accused the Congress
of alleged appeasement of mi-
norities. After quitting the
Congress, Khan joined the Janata
Dal and BSP. In 2004, he joined
the BJP but left three years later,
saying he felt ignored in the
party.

According to BJP sources,
Khan'’s appointment as Governor
would be a “good highlight” for
the BJP government’s “sabka
saath sabka vikas, sabka vish-
was” slogan and could counter
the criticism of it being “anti-
Muslim”.

Among the other appoint-
ments, former Uttarakhand CM
Koshyari, 77, has been named
Governor of Maharashtra, while
Soundararajan, 58, moves to the
Raj Bhavanin Telangana, accord-
ing to a Rashtrapati Bhavan com-
munique.

Former Union minister Kalraj
Mishra, who was recently ap-
pointed Governor of Himachal
Pradesh, has been shifted to
Rajasthan. Mishra, 78, will suc-
ceed former Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Kalyan Singh, who has
completed his five-year tenure as
Rajasthan Governor. Former

Union minister Bandaru
Dattatreya, 72, replaces Mishrain
Himachal Pradesh.

Kalyan Singh, an accused in
the Babri Masjid case, not getting
an extension would mean that he
stands to lose the immunity un-

der Article 361 of the
Constitution that he had been
enjoying as Governor. Singh, un-
der whose tenure as chief min-
ister of Uttar Pradesh the Babri
Masjid was razed, will now have
to face the charges. The Supreme
Court in its 2017 order had di-
rected the special court in
Lucknow to “frame charges
against him as soon as he ceases
to be Governor”.

Koshyari replaces Vidya Sagar
Rao as Maharashtra Governor,
while Soundararajan will suc-
ceed ESL Narasimhan as
Telangana Governor.

Soundararajan’s appoint-
ment has taken many by sur-
prise. Sheis only 58 years and has
been the face of the party in a
state where the BJP hopes to ex-
pand its footprints. Party leaders
said the BJP would focus on de-
veloping another rung of leader-
ship in the state ahead of the
2021 assembly polls.

“The appointments will take
effect from the dates they as-
sume charge of their respective
offices,” the Rashtrapati Bhavan
communique said.

‘NRCis faulty’

Sunday gave an estimate of the
numbers of excluded personsin
their constituency, but said they
were trying to get the data
analysed. MLAs of the BJP across
districts echoed the party line in
criticising the NRC.

“Hindu as well as Muslim ex-
clusions have been reported to
me. I have asked the people to ap-
peal at the Foreigners Tribunals. If
someone doesn’t go to fileanap-
peal against the NRC exclusion,
there will be suspicion,” Ranjit
Dass, state BJP president and MLA
from Sorbhog constituency of
lower Assam, said.

Ananta Kumar Malo, the All
India United Democratic Front
(AIUDF) MLA from the
Scheduled Caste-reserved con-
stituency of Abhyapuri South in
lower Assam, has found himself
out of the NRC. Everyone else in
his family is in.

“Is thisan NRC? You tell me,”
Malo fumed. “Thousands of gen-
uine Indians — especially Bengali
Hindus — have been left out of it,
and so many illegal foreigners
have madeit.”

Rama Kanta Dewri, the BJP
MLA from Morigaon con-
stituency, did not confirm or
deny reports that he has been ex-
cluded. “I have neither checked
itnordol careifit’s there.I know
that many Bangladeshis have en-
tered, and many indigenous peo-
ple are out,” said the MLA, who
belongs to an indigenous tribal
community.

Dewri’s colleague in the BJP,
Ashok Singhal, who is the MLA
from Dhekiajuli, said: “There
have been exclusions and [ am
trying to compile the data as to
who all have been excluded.”

Legislators from the largely
Assamese-speaking upper
Assam said exclusions have been
comparatively less in their con-
stituencies. Debabrata Saikia,
Leader of Opposition in the
Legislative Assembly and MLA
from Nazirain Sivasagar district,
said, “There is a Scheduled Caste
Bengali community in my con-
stituency whose ancestors were
refugees. Many of them are out.
Some Muslims are also out.
Assamese people have more or
less completely made it to the
list.”

But legislators from areas
that have a large presence of
Hindu Bengalis alleged that the
community had registered
largescale exclusions. The com-
munity is a core vote base for the
BJP — and their exclusion is said
to be a reason for the party’s
WOTITY.

Shiladitya Dev, the BJP MLA
from central Assam’s Hojai dis-
trict, which registered the high-
est exclusion from the draft NRC
as per government data, said:
“My district had registered the
highest exclusion in draft NRC.
The number will be high this
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Why stakeholders are
disappointed in the
NRC outcome

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Detailing the response on ground to the final
NRClist, why BJP leaders are upset with the
outcome and whether it will affect chances
of it being implemented in other states.

Pak raises J&K in Malé, Harivansh objects strongly

South Asian Speakers’ Summit
in the Maldivian capital Malé,
Suri, who belongs to Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party,
said: “We cannot ignore the sit-
uation of tortured Kashmiris.
They have been dealing with
terror and injustice.”
Harivansh immediately
raised a point of order to say
that commenting on the inter-
nal matters of any nation was a
digression from the theme of
the Summit, and should not be
recorded in the proceedings.
“We strongly object to rais-
ing the internal matter of India
here and we also reject the
politicisation of this forum by
raising issues which are extra-
neous to the theme of this
Summit,” Harivansh said in a
video released by a Maldivian
channel. “There is need for
Pakistan to end cross-border
terrorism and all kinds of state
support... in the interest of re-
gional peace and stability.
Terrorism is the biggest threat
for the entire humanity in the

world today..,” Harivansh said.

The September 1-2 meeting
has been convened to discuss
ways for the countries in the re-
gion to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), the
global call to action to end
poverty, protect the planet,and
ensure that all people enjoy
peace and prosperity by 2030.

In reply to Harivansh,
Senator Marri, who belongs to
the Pakistan People’s Party, too
raised a point of order and said:
“Nothing can be achieved with-
out human rights. If you don’t
have people who will you im-
plement SDGs for? Just land?
The atrocities meted out to
Kashmir are directly related in-
timately to SDGs.”

She was, however, cut short
by Mohamed Nasheed, the first
democratically elected
President of the Maldives, and
currently the Speaker of the
People’s Majlis.

Ina separate video released
by the Maldivian TV channel,
Harivansh is heard saying: “I
would like to ask what moral

rights this country has to raise
issuesrelated to human rights?
The world knows how they
committed genocide ina part of
their own country, and that
country is now a separate entity
called Bangladesh. Since they
have raised human rights issue
of Kashmir, | would like to state
the facts — that Pakistan has oc-
cupied our part of Kashmir
known as Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir. This Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir comprises 2
areas, the so-called Azad
Jammu & Kashmir (AJK), and
Gilgit Baltistan (GB), which
Pakistan illegally occupied
through armed actionin 1947.”

He continued his scathing
attack on the country: “Pakistan
has kept people of this region
guessing on their status. As a
constitutional entity, the so-
called ‘AJK’is unique. It hasbeen
given the trappings of a coun-
try with a President, a Prime
Minister and a Legislature of its
own. But the so-called AJK is
neither a country nor a
province. The  Karachi

Agreement of April 28, 1949
truncated POJK and brought
more than 85% of the land,
strategically important for its
connectivity with China and
control of rivers, under
Pakistan’s direct control.

“From the time of the
Karachi Agreement, the so-
called AJK President and Prime
Minister have enjoyed only tit-
ular power, that too at the
pleasure of the Ministry of
Kashmir Affairs [later on the
Ministry of Kashmir and
Northern Areas (KANA), and
subsequently the Ministry of
Kashmir and GB].”

The Rajya Sabha Deputy
Chairman later tweeted: “It is
very unfortunate that people
are still making the mistake of
distinguishing between good
terrorists and bad terrorists.
State sponsorship of terrorism
is the biggest threat the world
is facing today. Pakistan must
stop this. Pakistan, a country
that perpetrated a genocide of
its own people has no moral
right to speak.”

New Pak offer: Consular access for Jadhav today

operative, is being provided on
Monday 2 September 2019, in
line with Vienna Conventionon
Consularrelations, ICJ judgment
& the laws of Pakistan.
Commander Jadhav remains in
Pakistan’s custody, for espi-
onage, terrorism and sabotage.”

According to sources, nego-

time, too — [ am trying to get an
estimate. Hindu Bengalis with
genuine pre-1971 papers have
been left out. I feel there has been
a communal agenda and per-
sonal bias of some ground-level
officials. There are several cases
of discrepancy like parents are in
and children out.”

Dilip Kumar Pal, BJP MLA
from the Bengali-majority con-
stituency of Silchar in the Barak
valley region, said: “My wife’s
name was not in the draft. She
has our application number and
is travelling right now, and hence
we have not checked the status
online. But beyond my own fam-
ily’s story,  want to say that a
large number of Bengali Hindus
of my constituency have been
left out. We will not accept this
NRC. This NRC has included ille-
gal foreigners and excluded gen-
uine Indians. It has no value for
me.”

From a similar Bengali-dom-
inated constituency of North
Karimganj, in Barak Valley,
Congress MLA Kamalakhya Dey
Purkayastha said: “This NRC is
harassing people. After this BJP
government came to power, the
NRC updation process gathered
pace but the government has
kept quiet all this while, when
numerous problems in the
process were being highlighted...
There are so many cases in my
constituency where eight people
submitted the same legacy doc-
uments — five are in and three
are out.”

MLAs from Muslim majority
constituencies also said there
were many genuine citizens
amongst the excluded 19 lakh.

Hafiz Bashir Ahmed, AIUDF
MLA from Bilasipara West con-
stituency in Dhubri of lower
Assam, said: “Even if one Indian
citizen is excluded, one should
not be satisfied about the NRC
process. But what the 19-lakh
figure signifies is that all these
years politicians have claimed all
sorts figures like 30 lakh and 50
lakh of illegal foreigners are there
in Assam — but those figures
have been shown to be wrong.
Leaders have profited from this
politics about the presence of il-
legal Bangladeshis in Assam.”

Aminul Islam, AIUDF MLA
from Dhing constituency of
Nagaon, said: “So many cases of

tiations between Delhi and
Islamabad have been over “pri-
vacy” during the meeting be-
tween Indian officials and
Jadhav. “We don’t want anyone
to listen in on our conversation
(with Jadhav),” sources said.
There are anumber of issues
on which discussions are being

exclusions have happened
wherein the parents are in and
children are out. Genuine Indians
who had minor mistakes in the
submitted documents were ex-
cluded. Many of those who sub-
mitted land documents prior to
that of 1947 have also been ex-
cluded.lam trying to get the dis-
trict data on the exclusion.”

Romila CV

regulations of the university to
say that a committee appointed
by the council would review the
continuation of emeritus profes-
sors after they turn 75 “by con-
sidering her/his health status,
willingness, availability, univer-
sity needs etc. so that more po-
sitions will be available to other
potential candidates.”

Thapar, 87, who retired from
JNU in 1991, told The Indian
Express she responded to the let-
ter a few weeks after she got it,
but has not heard back the ad-
ministration since.

“I pointed out that nowhere
in the world is the status of pro-
fessor emeritus re-evaluated
once it has been conferred. The
JNU letter of conferment stated
quite clearly that the position is
honorary and is for life. Since
there are no requirements on ei-
ther side and it is only a status,
there can be as many emeritus
professors as the university
wants. I also asked the university
toinform me of the methods that
would be used by the commit-
tee concerned to evaluate my
work,” said Thapar.

She said the letter indicated
that the “university administra-
tion is unaware of the meaning
of an emeritus professor” and
that it was “rather laughable if
they think that my ceasing to be
emerita will affect my reputation
as a historian or my academic
work”.

Saying the reason behind the
letter was “quite apparent”,
Thapar added, “Itisamove to try
and dishonour someone who
has been critical of the changes
that have been introduced in JNU
by the present administration.”

The administration in a state-
ment on Sunday said it had writ-
ten to those 75 years and above
to “know their availability and
their willingness to continue
their association with the univer-

held between Indian diplomats
and Pakistani officials: on the
presence of officials from
Pakistan; a glass partition; and,
audio-visual recording of the
discussion.

In July, India had asked
Pakistan to grant “full consular
access” to Jadhav at the earliest.

sity”. “Writing these letters as per
the ordinance is not for discon-
tinuation but for aninformed re-
view by the executive council,
the highest statutory body of the
University. Such a review is con-
sistent with the practices at other
reputed universities such as MIT
and Princeton University where,
as given below, the university has
theright to review the academic
contributions of the emeritus
professors. They even have the
right to rescind such appoint-
ments,” the statement said.

When reached for his reac-
tion, Prabhat Patnaik said,
“When we were made emeritus
Professors, it was understood
that it was for life. That is the way
emeritus professorship in JNU al-
ways functioned... The question
of it being subjected to periodic
review is absurd,” he said.

Asked about the administra-
tion citing new rules, Patnaik
said, “It was not there when any
of us were made Emeritus
Professors. So it cannot be ap-
plied to us retrospectively. As far
as American universities are con-
cerned, in most of them, you
don’t even have retirement.
Professor Amartya Sen at 85
years old is still a professor at
Harvard. In Princeton too, Nobel-
Prize-winning economist W
Arthur Lewis was on Princeton
faculty even after crossing 80
years of age,” said Patnaik.

R Rajaraman, also Professor
Emeritus at JNU, confirmed to
The Indian Express that he toore-
ceived such aletter amonth ago.
“I think everyone above the age
of 75 got it,” he said.

Other Professor Emeritus/
Emerita atJNU hit out at the uni-
versity’s move.

Former Delhi University
Vice-Chancellor Deepak Nayyar,
72, also a Professor Emeritus at
JNU, said, “I think this is absurd. In
universities all over the world,
appointments for Professor
Emeritus are an academic hon-
our and it’s a recognition of the
contributions made by the
scholar during his or her tenure.”
He added he hadn’t received any
such letter.

Calling the university’s move
“senseless” Professor Emerita
Zoya Hasan, 72, said, “Professor
Emeritus is honorary so there’s
no application for it and hence

Sources said India does not want
the meeting to become a
“sham” and a “propaganda ex-
ercise”, like the one that took
place in December 2017, when
Jadhav’s mother and wife went
to see him. India had then
protested the treatment meted
out to the two.

no re-application.”

JNUTA general secretary
Avinash Kumar said teachers’
representatives in the EC had
“recorded their dissent” and that
it was “unilaterally” imposed.

In a tweet on Sunday, higher
education  secretary R
Subrahmanyam wrote:
“Discussed with JNU Vice
Chancellor about the contro-
versy regarding Professor
Emeritus status in JNU. There is
no move to discontinue
Professor Emeritus status to any-
one, especially respected acade-
micians; only provisions of
Ordinance are being followed.”

Fadnavis

alliance, it will be a mandate for
the alliance, and very soon the
details will be made public.”

The BJP’s alliance with the
Sena was “not a need-based al-
liance”, the CM said, but one
based on common ideology. “We
fought together for the Lok Sabha
elections, and we have decided
to continue the alliance for the
Vidhan Sabha elections. In 2014,
for very few seats, we broke our
alliance. But (neither of us) was
happy. But we have understood,
we have learnt a lot, that we
should stay together. Inalliances
sometimes you gain, sometimes
you have to sacrifice something.”

Asked if the BJP would sacri-
fice the chief ministership,
Fadnavis said, “The talk about
chief minister’s positionis talk by
unauthorised people. What has
been agreed is known to me,
Amitbhai and Uddhavji. At the
appropriate time, you will also
come to know about that. [ have
already said in the Vidhan Sabha
that I am coming back as chief
minister. There should be no
doubt.”

Dalit villages

five-year period,” said a senior of-
ficial in the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment
which is implementing the
scheme. While the scheme is
mainly about ensuring focused
implementation and conver-
gence of existing Central and
state government schemes, the
ministry provides Rs 21 lakh per
village as gap funding.
According to the 2011
Census, Dalits make up 16.6 per

cent of the country’s total popu-
lation, with states such as Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal,
and the Union Territory of Delhi
recording more than 20 per cent
Dalit population.

The Pradhan Mantri Adarsh
Gram Yojana was first launched
ona pilotbasisin2009-10foran
area-based development ap-
proach of predominantly Dalit
villages. The official said a deci-
sion was taken to accelerate the
scheme implementation in these
villages after it was found that
over the last decade, merely
2,500 Dalit-majority villages
were taken up under the
scheme. “In the earlier approach,
it was found that due to the pace,
people gradually lost interest and
the implementation fizzled out
eventually. Also, due to the break
in continuity, there was noregu-
lar Budget allocation for the
scheme on an annual basis. We
therefore decided to scale up the
coverage and have taken up
7,000 villages so far as per our
new approach,” the official said.

Choksi

just once. He’s a busy man, has a
businessin Trinidad and Jamaica.
He is always travelling,” he says,
claiming to have never seen or
heard of Choksi. Soon, he cuts
short the conversation, says he
has “lots of work” and disappears
into a cabin behind the store.

However, the woman running
Hemingway’s Cafe, just outside
the Quay on the main road says
she vividly recollects Choksi. “But
[ haven’t seen him of late. Last
year, he used to frequent the shop.
He used todrinkalot of mint and
ginger tea. Sometimes, [ used to
fetch the tea to his store. Hewasa
pleasant man though he never
used to talk much. He was always
in a rush. I heard he’s going
through rough weather?” asks
Mary.

Boyce, manager of Piranha Joe,
a restaurant in the area, has a
darker story. “I have seen him talk-
ing to shady people, he hasalot of
influence in the ministry. I have
seenaminister buy stuff from his
store. Why doall the crooks come
to Antigua? Why are we giving
them refuge?” he asks, fuming.

However, Inspector Baptiste,
whois also the former vice-pres-
ident of the Leeward Island
Cricket Association, disagrees.
“Every foreigner who hasbecome
a citizen is carefully watched...
where he’s travelling, what he’s
doing,orwhether he’sinvolved in
any illegal activity. So even before
we knew Choksi was wanted by
India, we used to watch him, be-
cause a lot of illegal activities like
smuggling are centred around
these jewellery shops,” he says.

Police informers, though, did-
n't find anything against Choksi.
“He hasn’t taken to the high life,
doesn’t visit casinos or go on
cruises. You don’t see him in par-
ties oreven cricket games. He has-
n't visited Barbuda. He’s mostly
home with family, that's what I
have heard,” says Baptiste.

At an Indian restaurant here,
bearer Salim remembers Choksi.
“Iremember him because he had
specifications about food. Nosalt,
less oil, no onions. Never had even
beer. He was very choosy. He’s not
aregular here, but sometimes or-
ders food home,” says Salim.

Some say Choksi is staying
“near Jumpy Bay”. Some others
claim he has a “sea-facing villain
Old Popeshead”. However, the
headlines surrounding him have
added to a swelling paranoia
among local residents about for-
eign investors. “Our isolation is
their blessing. But we are ayoung
country and we need foreign in-
vestments,” says Baptiste.

At Ama Jewels, meanwhile,
Rahul has removed his blazer and
is standing in front of the store
nervously peering at every
passer-by. The carnival season is
over and the tourists have dwin-
dled. It's not business as usual.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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Man held for
kidnapping 2

Noida: A man, accused of
kidnapping a civil engi-
neer and his daughter and
demandingRs 1.3 crore as
ransom, was arrested
within 12 hours of the al-
leged abduction.

3 held forillegal
sale of liquor

New Delhi: Three men
were arrested from South
Delhi for allegedly selling
liquor permitted for sale
only in Haryana, police
said Sunday.

Rights meet
stoppedon
second day

New Delhi: A convention
on democratic rights was
denied permission by the
venue’s management
midway onits second day
Sunday, for allegedly be-
ing against national inter-
est. The National
Convention in Defence of
Democratic Rights had
sessions on Article 370

3 THECITY

CHILD LIFTING RUMOURS

Mob beats up pregnant
woman at Harsh Vihar

JIGNASA SINHA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER1

A 25-YEAR-OLD pregnant
woman was allegedly beaten up
by a mob in North East Delhi’s
Harsh Vihar on suspicion of kid-
napping a child on August 27.
Police said the victim, Priyanka,
who is hearing and speech im-
paired, was beaten up by a group
of around 10 people.

Three people — Deepak (27),
Shakuntala (52) and Lalit Kumar
(29) — have been arrested, and a
case was registered Sunday. The
accused suspected the woman of
kidnapping a child from the
neighbourhood, police said.

Over the past month, several
cases of people being beaten up
over rumours of kidnapping chil-
dren have surfaced in western
Uttar Pradesh and NCR. Around
20 such cases were registered in
Uttar Pradesh in August.

Priyanka, whois five-months
pregnant, is admitted at
Safdarjung Hospital and is stable,
said her family.

Her brother, Sandeep Kumar,

and NRC.ENS said she got married last year and
shifted from South East Delhi’s
Six policemen booked

for ‘beating up’ student

New Delhi: Police have filed an FIR and begun an
investigation after a 29-year-old DU student al-
leged that he was beaten up by six police officers
in North West Delhi's Adarsh Nagar police station
on August 25. The victim, Pramod Sahni, is a third-
year law student, police said. Sahni has alleged
that the policemen (including SHO) tortured him
after he objected to police brutality towards his
nephew. Vijayanta Arya, DCP (North West), said,
“We have registered a case under IPC sections 341,
324,355,506 and 34 and SC/ST Act.” She said the
victim’s nephew was caught in an extortion case
on August 25. No arrests have been made yet. ENS

From avideo of the incident.
3 people have been arrested

Tughlakabad to Faridabad.
“When she went missing, herin-
laws called us and we filed a po-
lice complaint. After 10-11 days,
one of our friends saw a video of
her being attacked. We contacted
police, who brought Priyanka
back to us,” he said.

In the video that surfaced on-
line, the woman s surrounded by
5-10 people. The mob can be
heard accusing her of kidnapping
children and three men are seen
hitting her on her head. The mob
then alleges the woman “lures
kids by giving them money...” and
that she “takes children from their
houses through windows”.

The woman can be seen cry-
ing and requesting people to let
her go,and islater made to sit out-
side a house. One person is also
seen holding a baton and passing
itonto the others. The victim can
be seen gesturing for water but
locals keep questioning her.

“We received a call about vio-
lence at Mandoli in Harsh Vihar.
Officers rushed to the spot and
found the woman. She was as-
saulted by some locals over sus-
picion of child lifting. We found
the woman was not a criminal
and the allegations were fake. We
have registered a case under IPC
sections 323 (voluntarily causing
hurt), 341 (wrongful restraint)
and 34 (acts done by several per-
sons in furtherance of common
intention),” said Atul Kumar
Thakur, DCP (North East).

The woman was taken to a
shelter home and police helped
trace the family of the victimand
reunited her with her parents.
Police said they are going through
the video and will arrest the other
accused soon. “She had gone
missing from her house on
August 17,” said a senior police of-
ficer. Amissing person report was
filed the same day.
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Traffic police personnel issuing a challan, Sunday. Prem Nath Pandey

3,900 challans issued on first
day of higher road fines

New Delhi: A total of 3,900 chal-
lans were issued for traffic viola-
tions as of Sunday evening, after
the amended Motor Vehicles Act
was implemented Saturday mid-
night, revising the penalty rates.
Traffic Police personnel have
only beenissuing court challans
at present as a fresh notification
on the Act by the Delhi govern-
ment is pending. Special CP
(Traffic) Taj Hasan said, “We're fo-
cussing on quality violations like
triple riding, driving without hel-

metand seat belt. People are gen-
erally aware about the revised
fines and are following the rules.”
Officials said a breakup of the
challans would be compiled by
Sunday midnight, but a majority
of offences are related to quality
violations. They said as soon as the
Delhi government issues a notifi-
cation for the new rules, they
would start compounding the
challans i.e. disposing of challans
issued to offenders on the spot
through instant payment. ENS
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Doctor falls to death
at GTB Hospital

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER1

POLICE HAVE launched an inves-
tigation after a 44-year-old doc-
tor was found dead after al-
legedly falling off the balcony of
the eighth floor of a residential
complex in GTB Hospital on
Saturday.

Police are verifying whether
he fell or jumped. No suicide
note has been recovered, said
Meghna Yadav, DCP, Shahdara.

Police said Pallav Saharia, a
doctor, lived with his family in
the GTB staff quarters in
Shahdara where the incident
took place around 10 am. Inquest
proceedings are being con-
ducted under CrPC section 174
(unnatural death).

Saharia’s wife, Priyanka,
works at GTB Hospital’s pathol-
ogy department whereas Pallav
was practising medicine at a pri-

vate hospital in Noida. He is sur-
vived by his wife and two chil-
dren.

“We received a call around
10.30 am from GTB Hospital
about the incident. A man was
admitted at the hospital after he
suffered severe injuries due to
his fall from the balcony of his
house. He later succumbed to his
injuries. We have not found a
suicide note. The post-mortem
was conducted on Sunday after
the deceased’s family from
Assam arrived in Delhi. The body
was returned to the family on
the same day,” said Yadav.

Police said Pallav’s mother-
in-law and a caretaker were
present inside the house at the
time of the incident. “We suspect
he lost balance and fell from the
balcony. Police are verifying all
facts and a medical report is
awaited. We do not suspect any
foul play,” said a senior police of-
ficer.
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Construction underway at Indira Gandhi government hospital in Dwarka’s Sector 9. According to officials, the hospital will begin operations in March next year. Photos: Abhinav Saha

Booster shot

With three new hospitals, the Delhi government hopes to strengthen healthcare infrastructure that is currently stretched thin.
But with several projects already delayed, the road ahead remains steep. ASTHA SAXENA reports

BIJLI-PAANI, EDUCATION and health.
Reforms in these four sectors — the mainstay
of Aam Aadmi Party’s politics — have re-
gained focus as the capital nears Assembly
polls scheduled for early next year. In the last
two months alone, the AAP government has
announced free power for practically half the
city, water bill waivers, and free travel for
women on public transport. In schools, the
entrepreneurship curriculum has been in-
troduced to see students become ‘job cre-
ators’.

Butitis perhaps in healthcare where the
Delhi government’s task remains most cum-
bersome. Inits annual budget, the Delhi gov-
ernment allocated a large chunk towards the
sector. Add to this several patient-friendly
schemes — free tests at private labs, referrals
to private hospitals and bearing the cost of
treatment of victims of road accidents and
acid attacks — and it’s clear that affordable
healthcare remains a priority. But progress
ininfrastructure development has been slow.

A department-wise review of projects
undertaken in February this year suggests
that the task is cut out for the government,
with 31 out of 55 Health Department proj-
ects pending at the time. The report, pre-
sented to Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, highlights pending projects includ-
ing the construction and expansion of hospi-
tals worth Rs 1,471.5 crore.

“Education and health are sectors that di-
rectly concern the general public. The work
in the education sector picked up pace on
time but several projects in the health de-
partment are lagging — administrative ap-
proval on every scheme is mostly delaying
work. Projects announced by the govern-
ment are patient-friendly and will change
the face of healthcare facilities in Delhi,” em-
phasised a senior Delhi government official.

In this year’s budget, Sisodia said the gov-
ernment has allocated 14% of the total budget
to medical and public health. A total outlay of
Rs 7,485 crore has been earmarked in the sec-
tor for 2019-20. This includes revenue budget
of Rs 6,462 crore and capital budget of Rs
1,023 crore. An amount of Rs 3,737 crore has
been apportioned forimplementation of var-
ious schemes, programmes and projects un-
der the health sector. The Indian Express
looked at major projects where this money is
being put to use.

Upcoming projects

The nearest hospital for residents of Burari
in North Delhi is the MCD-run Hindu Rao,
which is almost 15 km away from the resi-
dential colony. Recalling a personal crisis,
Shyam Singh (65), who lives in Burari’s
Kaushik Enclave, said: “My brother met with
an accident while he was coming back from
work. He was bleeding profusely and it took
us almost an hour to reach Hindu Rao. Every
resident in our area has faced this problem.
Those who cannot afford treatment at private
hospitals only have Hindu Rao as an option.”

An 800-bed multi-speciality government
hospital coming up in the area promises to
help. The hospital in Burari, originally pro-
posed to have 200 beds, was upgraded by the
AAP government and will have speciality de-
partments of gynaecology, orthopaedics, car-
diology, neurology and paediatrics. It is ex-
pected to be functional by November 2019.

With a multi-level parking, space for pa-
tients’ attendants to stay, and state-of-the-
artinfrastructure, health officials say the hos-
pital will be able to cater to around 1,500
patients on a daily basis.

“Almost 90% of the work on the hospital
has been completed. The hiring process of
doctors and nursing staff is in progress. The
hospital will come as a relief to residents of
North Delhi who have to travel far to avail fa-
cilities,” said an official from the Public Works
Department (PWD). The building is complete
and engineers are giving final touches.

Similarly, work on the construction of a
600-bed hospital at Ambedkar Nagar and
another multi-speciality hospital with 1,241
beds in Dwarka has started, and both are ex-
pected to start functioning soon, officials said.

Residents, though, are cautiously opti-
mistic. “A well-furnished hospital building
is of little use if there are no facilities avail-
able. There are many government hospitals
running without doctors, proper equipment
and ventilators,” said Krishan Rao, a resident
in Dwarka Sector 9.

This rings true at the two multi-special-
ity hospitals built by the government, which
have been struggling to fill posts of doctors
and paramedical staff. Rajiv Gandhi Super
Speciality Hospital in Timarpur and
Janakpuri Super Speciality Hospital both
have world-class infrastructure, but little fa-
cilities to offer to patients.

“We have been improving the number of
doctors and facilities in our institute. We are
treating 1,500-2,000 patients in the OPD on
a regular basis. We have added 120 beds to
the existing 60. Other facilities, including CT
scan, digital radiography and respiratory en-
doscopy unit, are also functional,” Dr Chhavi
Gupta, deputy medical superintendent of the
Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality Hospital, told
The Indian Express.

Atotal of 394 beds have been added to 38
of its hospitals over the past three years, an
answer submitted in the Delhi Assembly last
week shows. Inresponse to a question in the
Assembly, the Department of Health in-
formed that there were 10,959 beds in 2014-
2015 and the number rose to 11,353 in 2017-
2018. An outlay of Rs 588 crore has also been
proposed for construction of new hospitals
and remodelling of existing Delhi govern-
ment hospitals.

“There is a dire need to start more gov-
ernment hospitals and increase the number
of beds. But another factor to look at is the
existing set up. Many existing hospitals are
still struggling hard to meet the patient’s re-
quirements. There aren’t enough technicians
or doctors. It would have been better if the
government focused on improving the old
hospitals before constructing the new ones,”
added another official.

Tough targets

Among this government’s most ambi-
tious initiatives to change the face of primary
healthcare was setting up of Aam Aadmi
Mohalla Clinics (AAMC). The project started
in2015, and by December 2016, a total of 106
clinics had been established across all 11 dis-
tricts. Three years down the line, the city has
195 such facilities against an initial target of
1,000.

“We are not just doctors but a commu-
nity of people. We are involved in people’s
daily lives,” said Dr Alka Chaudhary, while
examining a seven-year-old girl who has
been suffering from high fever at the govern-
ment’s first clinic in Peeragarhi.

The government had, in 2016, announced
itwould build 1,000 such clinics in Delhi. But
the process soon hit a roadblock after civic
agencies cited issues such as unavailability of
land, blockage of water pipelines and no
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GUIDELINES FOR PRIVATE
HOSPITALS: A nine-member
committee formed by the AAP
government to monitor the
functioning of private hospitals
had, among other things,
recommended capping prices of
medicines at the MRP listed in the
National List of Essential
Medicines, 2015. The draft advisory,
which was submitted to the DGHS,
is beingrevised again.

ROGI KALYAN SAMITI: Delhi
government decided to set up ‘Rogi
Kalyan Samitis’(RKS) in each
Assembly constituency and ‘Jan
Swasthya Samitis’ in state-run
dispensaries, polyclinics and
mohalla clinics. The outcome
budget report prepared by the
government stated that not a single
RKS has been set up in any
constituency so far. The budget for
the projectis Rs 50 crore.

HEALTH CARDS: The government
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had announced Aam Aadmi health
cards in February 2018 to facilitate
healthcare services for 1.8 crore
residents of Delhi. It was expected
to be launched in December 2018
but the department has once again
initiated the work on the project.

DELHI HEALTHCARE
CORPORATION: The Department
of Health and Family Welfare in
2016 established the Delhi
Healthcare Corporation (DHC) -a
public limited company under
Companies Act 2013 - to provide
clinical, non-clinical, administrative
and support services to health
facilities. These include
procurement of drugs and
equipment, setting up and running
of laboratory services, management
of outsourced services, smooth
running of mohalla clinics and
computerisation,among others.
While the corporation was
registered in 2016, it is yet to start
operations.

THE AAP GOVERNMENT has
provided free medicines to 18,95,715
people against the target of 18,33,860
people in its 26 hospitals. The number
of patients in the In-Patient
Department (IPD) per month in the
government hospitals and those
availing X-ray facilities have also gone
up. While the services at government
hospitals have improved, the eight
autonomous institutes are yet to pick
up the pace. In most of the cases, the
government has addressed the
patients’ complaints pertaining to
various hospitals within 15 days.

AS MANY AS 1,116 patients have
benefitted from the ‘Quality
Healthcare for All’ scheme, which
offers free surgeries to patients in 48
empanelled private hospitals. The
scheme was launched in March 2017
and has borne around Rs 7 crore in the
last two years as treatment cost for the
patients.

TO REACH PATIENTS living in
congested areas and J] clusters in East
Delhi (East, North East and Shahdara),
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and Health Minister Satyendar Jain

power supply. Left with little options, the gov-
ernment has now reached out to the general
public with a request to provide rented ac-
commodation to set up the clinics. The rent,
officials said, will be up to Rs 20,000 a month.

“We have received around 650 applica-
tions from different areas. We tried getting
the land from agencies but it was an uphill
task. The work on shortlisting the location has
begun. The rented areas will not require much
renovation work so the facilities will start im-
mediately,” said Shaleen Mitra, officer on spe-
cial duty to the Delhi Health Minister.

An outcome budget report, though, pre-
pared by the government stated that the
number of people visiting these clinics has
reduced drastically. In its previous year’s
budget report, the government had said
around 80 lakh people availed services in
164 mohalla clinics. However, the number
came down to 40 lakhs this year, as per the
current budget report.

‘Administrative delays’

Talking to The Indian Express in January,
Delhi Health Minister Satyendar Jain had said
thatimportant health schemes proposed by
the AAP government in the last few years
have not been able to see the light of day due
to the administrative delays. The schemes,
such as setting up guidelines for regulation of
private hospitals, introduction of health cards
for Delhi residents, and establishing a Delhi
Healthcare Corporation, are yet to take off.

Jain had attributed the delays to the bu-
reaucracy, claiming that files are lying pend-
ing with officers. “Whatever initiative we
take, itis objected to by some officer at every
level. There are many projects which were
proposed in 2016 and they are not yet ap-
proved by the Lieutenant-Governor. The files
are directed from one department to another,
hence pushing the proposal backward,” Jain
had claimed.

The under-construction
government hospital in Burari

had launched a fleet of 16 bike
ambulances in Delhi. The project,
which cost Rs 40 lakh, was approved
by the Cabinet last year. Fitted with a
portable oxygen cylinder, first aid kit,
dressing materials, air-splints, GPS
and a communication device, these
ambulances will be monitored for a
year.

THE GOVERNMENT has also tied up
with private centres to provide high-
end diagnostics, such as MRI and PET-
CT, that are not available at
government hospitals. An outlay of Rs
49 crore has been proposed by the
government on these schemes in the
current budget 2019-2020.

For instance, in October last year, Jain had
proposed to Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
restructuring and taking over the council of
six superspeciality autonomous hospitals —
Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences (ILBS),
the Delhi State Cancer Institute, the Rajiv
Gandhi Super Speciality Hospital, Maulana
Azad Institute of Dental Sciences, Chacha
Nehru Bal Chikitsalaya, and Janakpuri Super
Speciality Hospital.

While the CM had approved the proposal,
the decision has not been implemented so
far. “The Cabinet has approved the restruc-
turing of three hospitals but files are stuck
with the officers,” claimed a senior Delhi gov-
ernment official.

But officers say issues such as multiplic-
ity of agencies and the sheer number of proj-
ects to be executed are also reasons for de-
lay. Senior officers working closely with the
government on various projects claimed
while a project is envisaged with a positive
vision, the due course followed to implement
the scheme is not taken into consideration
at times.

“None of the projects announced over the
last few years have been withdrawn, only the
deadlines have been extended. And the onus
of not meeting the deadline is not with a sin-
gle department or an officer. The involve-
ment of multiple agencies is one of the ma-
jor reasons behind the failure. But, before
announcing multiple projects, the govern-
ment should focus on completing the previ-
ous one,” said a senior officer from the de-
partment of health.

Another senior health official added:
“The responsibility of projects is frequently
transferred from one officer to another. In
many cases, the scheme is about to take off
but the officer heading the project is
changed and the department has to start
everything from scratch. This leads to un-
necessary delays.”
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‘Don’t oppose
AAP subsidy
policies’

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 1

DON'T OPPOSE sops and subsi-
dies announced by the AAP gov-
ernment and stick to the same
line on key issues — these are
among guidelines issued by
Union minister and BJPin-charge
of Delhi polls, Prakash Javadekar,
in his meetings with senior lead-
ership of the state unit.

Javadekar, who was made in-
charge of Delhi last month, has till
now met with Delhi BJP chief
Manoj Tiwari, state general sec-
retary organisation Siddharthan
and MPs from the state.

When contacted, Tiwari con-
firmed the meetings. On AAP's re-
cent announcements, Tiwari said,
“We support freebies that
Kejriwal is offering but our only
demand is that it should not be a
hollow promise. He has offered
free rides for women in DTC
buses but the number of buses
have been reduced to around
3,000, which was over 6,000 in
2011.1f we come to power, we will

Maiden
speech

Four-and-a-halfyears after he
was elected, Seelampur MLA
Hazi Ishraq Khan gave his
maiden speech in Assembly
last week. As Khan rose to
speak, AAP MLAs cheered him
on. Okhla MLA Amanatullah
Khanrecorded the momentin
his mobile phone.

Javadekar is BJP’s in-charge
for Delhi polls

not just offer free rides, but also
increase buses... Similarly, we
support AAP giving subsidy in
electricity bills but oppose unnec-
essary burden of hike in fixed
charges and surcharge in bills.”

Aseniorleader said they were
alsoinstructed not to give diverse
views onissues. Recently, BJP was
caught on the back foot after its
leaders differed over the AAP gov-
ernment's decision to waive wa-
ter arrears. State General secre-
tary Rajesh Bhatia said Javadekar
will also hold meetings with gen-
eral secretaries, councillors, dis-
trict and mandal leaders in the
coming days.

Plastic
promise

The anti-plastic push of the
Central government seems to
have stirred municipal corpo-
rations into action. At a recent
meeting of the South MCD,
banners with messages to
avoid single-use plastic were
put up. These, however, were
made of plastic as well.

Old vs new as Cong elects
Delhi chief this week

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER1

THE DELHI Congress, which has
been functioning withoutahead
after former chief Sheila Dikshit
passed away on July 20, is ex-
pected to get a new leader this
week. Party sources said top lead-
ers of the party have shortlisted
four candidates — two of whom
are among the old horses of the
party while the others are from
the younger generation.

Party president Sonia Gandhi
is likely to meet the All India
Congress Committee (AICC) gen-
eral secretary and in-charge of
Delhi unit, P C Chacko, this week.
“The discussion is between old
versus new leaders. The president
has met many of them to under-
stand their vision for the party’s
performance in the upcoming
Delhi Assembly polls. I will be
meeting her this week and the
decision will be surely taken be-
fore the weekend,” Chacko told

The Indian Express.
Earlier, the names of former
Delhi Pradesh  Congress

Committee (DPCC) chief Ajay
Maken, Arvinder Singh Lovely and
JP Aggarwal, and the three work-
ing presidents — Rajesh Lilothia,
Devender Yadav, Haroon Yusuf —
were making the rounds for the
coveted post. Senior leaders said
that Dikshit's son Sandeep Dikshit
was also in the race.

When asked, Maken said he

Maken said he has opted out
of therace

has no plan to take over as the
DPCC chief. “EvenIflamasked to,
Iwill not head the party.Iwill con-
tinue to work as a party worker
and expose AAP and BJP govern-
ment’s malicious plans. I had re-
signed from the post of DPCC

president even though the vote
share had improved during that
time,” he told The Indian Express.

In a press conference earlier
this week, Maken had alleged
that the AAP government was
“misleading” citizens by claiming
that power tariffs in the national
capital were lowest in the coun-
try.He also accused the Delhi gov-
ernment of benefitting the power
discoms through a hike in tariff as
well as by proving power subsidy.

“The party is losing crucial
time in Delhi in the absence of a
leader. AAP and BJP have already
started work by meeting people
and announcing fancy initiatives.
The performance of our party im-
proved in the Lok Sabha polls.
Therefore, the hopes are higher,”
said a senior party leader.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
(ORIGINAL COMPANY JURISDICTION)
IN
COMPANY PETITION NO. 505/2016
IN THE MATTER OF COMPANIES ACT, 1956
AND

IN THE MATTER OF:-

JITENDER LALWANI & ORS.

........ PETITIONER
VERSUS
M/S. DHIR INTERNATIONAL PRIVATE LIMITED
........ RESPONDENT

NOTICE OF WINDING UP ORDER

It is notified that by an order made by Hon’ble High

Court of Delhi dated 30.04.2019 in the above

mentioned matter the company namely M/S. DHIR

INTERNATIONAL PRIVATE LIMITED was ordered

to be wound up under the provisions of the

Companies Act, 1956 and the Official Liquidator

attached to the Hon’ble High Court was appointed
as its Liquidator.

Sd/-

(D.K.SINGH)

OFFICIAL LIQUIDATOR

HIGH COURT OF DELHI

8TH FLOOR, LOK NAYAK BHAWAN

KHAN MARKET, NEW DELHI-110003

davp 07104/11/0049/1920 PHONE NO. 24693393

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER1

DELHI BJP will start its election
process for organisational posts,
from booth presidents at the
grassroot level to state president,
from September 11. The process
will go on till December 15, said
officials. Delhi BJP general secre-
tary Rajesh Bhatia said elections
for the posts of booth presidents
will start in September, after

72969

THECITY 3

Delhi BJP readies for organisational polls

Leaders
said Tiwari
is likely to
getasecond
term

which there will be mandal-level
elections in the second week of
October. District-level office bear-
ers would be elected in
November, and state president
will be elected by December 15.
Senior leaders said party chief

Manoj Tiwari is likely to get a sec-
ond term. The party constitution
also allows a leader to serve two
consecutive terms. “Since party
constitution allows it, Tiwari
should be able to sail through,”
said a senior leader.

The central leadership has
asked MLA ticket aspirants not to
contest organisational polls.

Delhi BJP membership drive
in-charge Kuljeet Chahal said 17
lakh new members were in-
ducted into the party.
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‘Poachingis when you go after somebody...

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

preaiconripintial ayerybody in Cong, NCP wants to join BJP’

DRrRESS CODE

AHEAD OF Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s five-day visit
to Japan and Korea, which began on Sunday, there was an
intense discussion among his personal staff over his sarto-
rial choice during the official tour. In his new role, Singh will
have to travel abroad more than what he did as Home
Minister — he has already visited Mozambique in July. Singh
had earlier decided to stick to traditional dress — dhoti and
kurta — even for defence functions. But some suggested
that he should try more formal dress during his foreign
tours. However, Singh has insisted that he would wear
his usual traditional attire if weather permits. So, he will
be seen in dhoti-kurta and jacket during his visit to Japan

and Korea too.

NOTHING NEW

WHEN PRIYANKA Gandhi Vadra, the AICC general secretary in
charge of eastern Uttar Pradesh, called some Congress lead-
ers from the state to discuss the party’s “future” in the state
the other day,among those who attended were Ram Lal Rahi,
who was an MP last in 1991. He was a minister of state in the
PV Narasimha Rao government. And then there was 87-year-
old Mohsina Kidwai. And one gets to hear that most of the
suggestions by the leaders too were tried, tested and failed,
like divide the party organisation into multiple zones, em-
power district presidents, trim the committees, appoint lead-
ers who are accessible to workers and strengthen block and

booth committees.

ExiT TIME

WITH ASSEMBLY elections in Maharashtra, Jharkhand and
Haryana round the corner, many of the Congress leaders
are now wondering who all will exit the party and join the
BJP. The buzz is that as many as four Jharkhand Congress
MLAs are in touch with the BJP. One gets to hear that a for-
mer Jharkhand Congress president too could be on his way
out. There is also speculation surrounding a big leader from
Uttar Pradesh, who is also a permanent resident of

Mumbai.

NO RooMm

NATIONAL INSTITUTE of Technology in Srinagar was closed
on August 4, just before scrapping of Jammu and Kashmir’s
special status, on the state administration’s advice. There
is no intimation of when the institute will reopen.
Apparently, the HRD Ministry, in wake of this uncertainty,
had briefly considered sending the outstation students of
NIT Srinagar to other NITs. However, the idea was dropped
immediately once the ministry realised that there is no
room for such adjustment since all centrally-run institutes
have had to admit more students this year to accommodate

the 10 per cent quota for EWS.

AWARD CATEGORY:

IN AN interview to SHUBHANGI
KHAPRE and NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN, Maharashtra
Chief Minister DEVENDRA
FADNAVIS talks about the up-
coming Assembly polls, the in-
duction of Congress and NCP
leaders and why he is sure of an-
other term in office. Excerpts:

Do sections of the BJP in Delhi
want the party to goitalone
in the 2019 Assembly polls?

Whatlknow is that at the top
in Delhi and Maharashtra, there
is no confusion. We will fight in
alliance [with Shiv Sena] and
very soon the details will be
made public.

If you are so confident about
winning, why does the BJP
need Shiv Sena?

The BJP’s alliance with Shiv
Sena is not a need-based al-
liance. It is a broad-based al-
liance based on common ideol-
ogy. We fought together in the
Lok Sabha elections and we have
decided to continue the alliance
in the Vidhan Sabha elections. In
2014, for very few seats, we
broke our alliance. But [neither
of us] was happy. But we have
understood, we have learntalot
that we should stay together. In
alliances, sometimes you gain,
sometimes you have to sacrifice
something.

Will you sacrifice the Chief
Ministership?

The talk about the Chief
Minister’s position is by unau-
thorised people. What has been
agreed is known to me, Amitbhai
and Uddhavji. At an appropriate

time, you will also come to know
about that. I have already said in
Vidhan Sabha that I am coming
back as Chief Minister. There
should be no doubt.

It will be from the BJP and it’s
you?

Itis clear. I must say thatina
democracy, we should leave it to
people. So if we have done a
good job, which I think we have,
people will elect us again. The
BJP parliamentary board under
the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is empowered to
choose the Chief Minister.
However, the political situation
is such that they will choose me.

If the BJP is so confident, why
do you need to poach from
the Congress and NCP?

First of all, it is not poaching.
Poaching is when you go after
somebody. We don’t go after
them. They are coming to us. As
of now, as [ have understood,
everybody and anybody in the
Congress and the NCP wants to
join the BJP. People have under-
stood that under the leadership
of Modi ji, this party is a futuris-
tic party, this government will
lead the country to a bright fu-
ture. In Marathi we say vinasha
kale viprit buddhi. Let me tell you
that the Congress’s stand or the
NCP’s stand on Article 370is such
that now even the ordinary
karyakarta does not want to re-
main with them.

What about the charges of
dirty tricks, that you are
using pressure tactics against
Opposition members who do

Prashant Nadkar

THEEXPRESS

WITH
DEVENDRA
FADNAVIS
CHIEF MINISTER,
MAHARASHTRA

not wish to join?

I have announced that peo-
ple against whom the ED or any
other inquiry is going on, I will
notallow themin the BJP. All the
four people we inducted have no
case registered against them.
There is no inquiry against them.

The BJP government is
accused of misusing
investigating agencies and
intimidating political rivals?
It’s an absolutely baseless
(accusation). There is no politi-
cal vendetta. All the decisions are
directives from courts. Take the
case of NCP’s Ajit Pawar, the High
Courtissued the order last week

in the Maharashtra State
Cooperative Bank case. Same
was the case against Pawar in the
irrigation scam in past.

In your public rallies, you
invoke Prime Minister Modi a
lot. Butisn’t it your own
leadership that mattersina
state election?

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is our leader and we take
pride in mentioning about his
achievements. And why should-
n't we? Moreover, how can one
segregate welfare schemes
which are jointly by the Centre
and the state. Take the example
of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana.
The Prime Minister announced
PMAY. Maharashtrais at number
two in PMAY. Why shouldn’t we
take credit? Same is with all
other schemes. In all the schemes
announced by Prime Minister,
we are either at No 1 or No 2.

Another issue thatyou
mention is Kashmir? Do you
think that has place in a state
election? Do you think
people care about thisina
state election?

Yes they do. And why should-
n't they? Kashmir is an integral
part of India. Every Indian used
to feel that Kashmir should be
totally integrated with the coun-
try. The largest applause I get is
when I mention Article 370. A
person may not go to Kashmir.
But every person feels that
Kashmir should be an integral
part of the country.

So is Kashmir going tobe a
big platform for you in this

election?

What we are saying is that
the country has got a strong gov-
ernment with strong will. And
when the country is getting
stronger, let us make
Maharashtra strong and pros-
perous. That's my theme —
Rashtra, and Maharashtra. Yes, it
is one of the platforms of this
election. Our theme has always
been Vikas and Rashtrawad.

How do you explain the
drought in the state despite
the flagship Jalyukta Shivar
project? There are 151 talukas
that undertook the project
and still have crippling
shortages. Would you say the
programme failed? Does it
call for review of the scheme
or modifications?

In Jalyukta Shivar ...we create
water storage structures. This we
have donein 19,000 villages. And
by year-end, it will be complete
in23,000villages. What s the ef-
fect? The agriculture productiv-
ity of Maharashtra has gone up...
However, if there is no rain, the
water storages will not get filled.
Out of five years (of our govern-
ment), the state faced droughtin
four. A PIL was filed in court on
the Jalyukta Shivar. As a result, a
committee comprising experts
from IIT and a former chief sec-
retary and water management
experts conducted a study and
submitted a report. It has ac-
knowledged that it has paid off
very well. The water table has
come up. It has given productive
irrigation to the farmers at the
time of distress. But now we have
to go beyond that.

State of economy deeply worrying: Manmohan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER1

FORMER PRIME Minister
Manmohan Singh Sunday said
the “state of the economy today
is deeply worrying”, and blamed
“all-round mismanagement” by
the Narendra Modi government
for the slowdown in growth.
Singh asked the government
toputaside “vendetta politics” and
reach out to “sane voices and
thinking minds” to steer the econ-
omy outof this “man-made crisis”.
“The last quarter’s GDP
growth rate of 5 per cent signals
that we are in the midst of a pro-
longed slowdown. India has the
potential to grow at a much

faster rate, but all-round mis-
management by the Modi gov-
ernment has resulted in this
slowdown,” he said.

Public comments from the
former Prime Minister are rare.
Backin 2016, Singh had famously
described the withdrawal of high
denomination notes as “monu-
mental mismanagement”, “or-
ganised loot”, and “legalised
plunder” of the common people.
He had warned that national in-
come could decline “by about 2
percentage points” as a result of
the demonetisation exercise.

“It is particularly distressing
that the manufacturing sector’s
growth is tottering at 0.6%,” he
said. “This makes it very clear
that our economy has not yet re-

Former PM blamed
‘all-round mismanagement’

covered from the man-made
blunders of demonetisation and
a hastily implemented GST.”
Domestic demand, Singh
said, “is depressed and con-
sumption growth is at an 18-
month low. Nominal GDP

KARTIKEYA MISRA, DM, EAST GODAVARI

growthisata 15 year low. There
is a gaping hole in tax revenues.
Tax buoyancy remains elusive as
businessmen, small and big, are
hounded and tax terrorism con-
tinues unabated. Investor senti-
ments are in doldrums.

“These”, Singh said, “are not
the foundations for economic
recovery”.

Criticising the government
forits failure on the employment
front, Singh said: “More than 3.5
lakh jobs have been lost in the
automobile sector alone (and)
there will similarly be large scale
joblosses in the informal sector,
hurting our most vulnerable
workers.” The government’s
policies, he said, were resulting
in massive jobless growth.

LEFT-WING EXTREMISM DISTRICT

Why Singh’s
voice matters

BY FIELDING the former
finance minister who is
credited with scripting
India’s economic liber-
alisation programme,
the Congress hopes to
amplify its argument
that the economy is
sliding under Modi’s
watch.

How technology linked far-flung villages
to each other, administration

SREENIVAS JANYALA
KAKINADA, SEPTEMBERT

THE HILLOCKS of
Rampachodavaram are covered
with dense forests, with many of
the tribal hamlets here largely
inaccessible. Part of Andhra
Pradesh’s East Godavari, one of
five in the state that are on the
list of districts affected by Left-
Wing Extremism, there is very
little presence of the State in
these parts.

The villages here are spread
out and there was earlier almost
no way a government official
could communicate with a tribal
livingin hamlets in these parts, es-
pecially if someone was sick or in
the case of any other emergency.

That's when Kartikeya Misra,
who was then District
Magistrate of East Godavari, de-
cided to use Google’s X FSOC or
Free Space Optical
Communications technology to
reach out to the villagers. The ex-
periment, which connected the
remote villages with the district
collectorate, changed the lives of
the tribals.

Using the Andhra Pradesh
State Fibernet Limited’s fibre grid
network laid up to
Rampachodavaram town, FSOC
transmits signals to seven villages

East
Godavari

ANDHRA PRADESH

located in the hills, enabling them
to use facilities such as mobile
connectivity, internet and wire-
less landline connectivity. FSOC
uses light to transmit high-speed
data between two points.

On August 21, Misra was
among 15 district magistrates to
be honoured with The Indian
Express Excellence in
Governance Awards that cele-

Abhinav Saha

Express

East Godavari District Magistrate Kartikeya Misra receives the award from Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari; (right) FSOC uses the fibre grid network laid up to Rampachodavaram town to transmit signals to seven villages.

brated the finest work done by
DMs across the country.

“The idea was to provide ba-
sic connectivity to people in
tribal hamlets. Earlier,a medical
emergency would take place
and administration would get to
know of it a day later. With in-
creased connectivity, people are
connected to emergency serv-
ices. The project has impacted
thousands of lives in the East
Godavari region,” Misra said af-
ter receiving the award.

Says a villager who had trav-
elled several kilometres to the
Rampachodavaram Area
Hospital in the district headquar-
ters, “The mobile connectivity
enables us to call up officials to
register a grievance or if we need
some help. Earlier, if there was
any problem or an emergency,
we had to walk 8-10 km down
from the hills to contact the near-
est government official. Now we
use the video conference facility
on our phones to talk to doctors
at the Primary Health Centre or
Area Hospital. Thanks to this
technology, we can now stay in
touch with our children studying
inresidential schools nearby. We
also now talkamong ourselvesin
the villages... something that was
not possible earlier. Youngsters
have started using WhatsApp
and social media too.”

The country is going through
asevere economic downturn
and Maharashtra, as atop
industrial state, is feeling the
pinch of lay-offs, factories
closing down and
unemployment. Isn’t thisa
huge issue?

Unemployment will always
be the biggest issue. At the same
time, as far as Maharashtra is
concerned, if you look at EPFO
records or the Niti Aayog report,
it has said Maharashtra has con-
tributed 25 per cent to the entire
employment created in the cou-
ntry in three years. Having said
that, [ totally agree that due to the
global slowdown... we are taking
some hit. I would not say en
masse lay-offs are happening...

What about the the
demotion of Jammu and
Kashmir into Union
Territories? Isn’t that a cause
for concern among states?

I don’t think there is any fear.
In the Indian political history,
whosoever has abused power has
been thrown out by people. Indira
jidid during Emergency. She was
thrown out. Our high courts and
Supreme Court have shown many
times...if adecision is not right, or
not Constitutional, they have
struck down such decisions.

Wasn’t the reservation fora
powerful community like the

Marathas an openly cynical

ploy for vote consolidation?
The reservation to Marathas
by our government has both
Constitutional and legal validity.
FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

Home Minister Amit Shah

MAHARASHTRA
Fadnavis
will be CM
for second

term: Shah

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE
SOLAPUR, SEPTEMBER

UNION HOME Minister and BJP
president Amit Shah on Sunday
said that Devendra Fadnavis will
continue as Chief Minister for a
second term and lead the BJP-
Shiv Sena alliance into the
Assembly elections.

Shah was addressing people
in Solapur during the conclud-
ing leg of the second phase of
Mahajanadesh Yatra undertaken
by Fadnavis. Putting all specula-
tion at rest, Shah said, “Devendra
Fadnavis deserves another term
to take the development work
ahead..”

Shah appealed to people to
pledge their support to Fadnavis.
“In the 2014 elections, it was
Narendra Modi in Delhi and
Devendra  Fadnavis in
Maharashtra. In the 2019 elec-
tions, Modi has become Prime
Minister at the Centre and
Fadnavis will continue as Chief
Minister in Maharashtra. The
Modi-Fadnavis jodi has taken
the Centre and state on the path
of development and inclusive
politics.”

“The people of Maharashtra
should ask NCP president Sharad
Pawar to explain their party’s
stand on scrapping of Article 370
and Article 35A,” he added.

Maharashtra will be the first
state to go to the polls after the
Centre’s decision to scrap the
special status of Jammu and
Kashmir.

In an attack on the Congress
and the NCP, Shah said, “If the BJP
were to open its doors wide,
everybody from the Opposition
will rush to join us. Former chief
minister Prithviraj Chavan and
NCP president Sharad Pawar will
be the only ones left in Congress
and NCP.”
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Mob assault fuelled by

child-lifting rumours
rattles Gaya police

‘After sunset, we avoid venturing into these villages’

SANTOSH SINGH
GAYA,SEPTEMBERT

IT'S BEEN a week but police in
Gaya are still shaken by the as-
sault of four men on suspicion of
being child-lifters by residents
fromastring of villages in the re-
gion. The men, all friends, were
travelling in a car along with the
nine-year-old son of one of them,
which triggered rumours that
spread within minutes through
WhatsApp that they had kid-
napped the child, police said.

Such was the mob frenzy
that Sunday, say police, that they
refused to believe the child’s
claim that he was with his father.
Police officers say that now, even
they are scared of stepping out
in the dark after several col-
leagues were mistaken for child-
lifters in other incidents.

“Such is the superstition in
these areas that even we were
mistaken for child-lifters. After
sunset, we avoid venturing into
these villages unless thereis a se-
rious law and order problem.
Social media, especially
WhatsApp, spreads child-lifting
rumours fast, and illiteracy per-
petrates this. We wonder how
these rumours, which started in
Patnain July, reached here sofast,”
said Vikas Chandra Yadav, in-
charge, Tankuppa police station.

The Indian Express spoke to
police officers and eyewitnesses,
and accessed case files, to piece
together the sequence of events
last Sunday. What emerged was
a terrifying narrative — a frantic
chase, an accident, a near lynch-
ing — that was further compli-
cated by allegations that the four
men were returning fromanille-
gal hunting trip.

Around 3 pm that day,
Mohammed Qaisar, Liyagat Alj,
Saif Ahmad and Waliur Rahman
left their homes in the Civil Lines
area of Gaya town to meet a
common acquaintance at
Saidpur village under Tankuppa
police station, 20 km away.
Rahman took his son along, too.

When they found that the ac-
quaintance was not at home,
they moved to the Maher jun-
gles under the Gurpa forest divi-
sion — near Nawagarh and
Mokari villages about 5 km from
the Fatehpur-Gaya state high-
way — and shot four birds froma
protected dove species.

MP minister:
Digvijaya running
govt by proxy

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, SEPTEMBER1

AMID HECTIC politicking over
selection of a new Congress chief
in Madhya Pradesh, state Forest
Minister Umang Singhar on
Sunday accused former chief
minister Digvijaya Singh of run-
ning the government by proxy.

Singhar’s attack on the sen-
ior Congress leader came in the
wake of recent letters the latter
wrote to all ministers seeking au-
dience with them to know about
status of transfers and other
works he had requested them to
undertake. Some ministers, in-
cluding his son Jaivardhan, who
holds the urban development
portfolio, said they had complied
with his requests.

When Singhar was asked by
the media whether he had
replied to the letter, he won-
dered why Singh wrote the let-
ter when “he himself runs the
government by proxy and itis a
well-known fact”.

When The Indian Express
sought his comment, he accused
Singh of interfering in govern-
ment work.

The damaged car at Tankuppa police station in Gaya district.

Santosh Singh

It was around 6.45 pm, and by
then, the residents of these vil-
lages had come to know that
“some strangers” had entered the
forests. They tried to stop and
question Qaisar and his friends,
who did not stop and instead
sped towards the state highway.
Soon, more people from the
other adjoining villages of Maher,
Mohammedpur and Nawagarh
started chasing their vehicle.

Around 7.30 pm, the car en-
tered the Fatehpur-Gaya high-
way, but only after it was bat-
tered by stones and wooden
sticks hurled by the mob shout-
ing “baccha chor (child thieves)”.
Still chased by the mob, many on
motorbikes, the carlost balance,
swerved to the side, hit a tree
and a cement pole.

“There were about 150-175
people, some of them drunk.
When the child cried for his fa-
ther after seeing him being hit
on the head, one person from the
crowd said, “After lifting a child,
they have hypnotised him to say
‘papa’,” said Janki Prasad,
sarpanch, Aropur.

Meanwhile, a shopkeeper
from Maher recognised Qaisar
and called police, who arrived by
745 pm. “They struggled to save
the five and took them to a Gaya
hospital from where they left for
Ranchi and Patna,” said Kanhai
Paswan, mukhiya, Arodih.

Investigating Officer Dinesh
Mandal said the doctors have not
yet given permission for Qaisar
to talk and walk. Mandal also
said that 19 persons have been
arrested. They include Sanjay
Yadav, Arvind Manjhi and

Ganesh Choudhary, all below 40
years and daily wagers with no
criminal record.

The FIR based on Qaisar’s
complaint does not mention the
bird-hunting incident. But the
Forest Department has lodged a
separate FIR against the four un-
der the Indian Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, and seized
arifle and two airguns. Officials
said the four could be arrested
after they recover.

In Patna, meanwhile, senior
police officers say the latest ru-
mours gathered momentum af-
ter the first such attack was re-
ported from Rohtasin July. Since
then, there have been three at-
tacks in Patna, leading to the
death of a manin one case.

Police say the rumours have
since spread to areas in and
around Gaya where two cases
have been lodged, including the
attack in Tankuppa. Another at-
tack was reported from nearby
Sherghato last week.

Early last month, Bihar DGP
Gupteshwar Pandey called a
meeting of senior officers, and
took to Facebook Live, to allay
such rumours — not a single alle-
gation of child-lifting turned out
to be true. “We have stressed on
community policing. We are
spreading awareness through
loudspeakers and meetings with
people,” Pandey said.

In Tankuppa, there is a mes-
sage posted on the iron gate of
the station, inside an MGNREGA
office building without any fenc-
ing and toilets, asking the public
to alert police about possible
cases of mob lynching.

NATIONAL REGISTER OF CITIZENS

Govt acting on SC

directives:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER1

INRESPONSE to certainreportsin
the foreign media regarding the
NRC is Assam, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) has em-
phasised thatit was “not an exec-
utive-driven process” and was
monitored by the Supreme Court.

The ministry issued a state-
ment on Sunday, saying that up-
dating the NRC is a “statutory,
transparent, legal process man-
dated” by the apex court. It
stressed that “the government is
acting in accordance with the di-
rectives issued by the court”.

“NRCisafair process based on
scientific methods. Inclusion in
the NRC...isbased on ‘application’
rather than ‘house to house enu-
meration’. It means that any per-
son in Assam could have sought
tobeincluded in the list on the ba-
sis of having documentation to
prove lineage from an entitled
person, i.e. a person who was a
resident of Assam as on March 24,
1971,” itadded.

Calling it a “non-discrimina-

MEA

tory process, which leaves no
room for bias and injustice”, the
ministry said that “as can be seen
from the application form for data
entry in NRC, there was no col-
umn in the application asking for
the religion of the applicant”.

The statement said “there
have been commentaries in sec-
tions of the foreign media about
aspects of the final NRC which are
incorrect”.

“Exclusion from the NRC has
no implication on the rights of an
individual resident in Assam. For
those who are not in the final list
will not be detained and will con-
tinue to enjoy all the rights as be-
foretill they have exhausted all the
remedies available under the law,”
the ministry said.

The government will “even as-
sistin providing directions on how
to deal with such appeals”, the
ministry stated.

Officials and senior govern-
ment sources had told The Indian
Express that though India’s official
position is Bangladesh should not
worry aboutit, they are keeping a
“close  watch” on the
development.

Bengal BJP MP injured in clash

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 1

BJP MP from Barrackpore, Arjun
Singh, on Sunday sustained head
injuries during a clash with po-
lice in Jagaddal area of the dis-
trict. While Singh accused
Barrackpore Police
Commissioner Manoj Verma of
“nearly assassinating” him by
beating him with a baton, the
police said that the BJP MP was
“injured by bricks thrown by his

Arjun Singh at a hospital in
North 24 Parganas district. PT1

supporters”.
Meanwhile, the BJP accused
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee

of targeting Singh who had
switched over to the BJP from
Trinamool Congress ahead of
Lok Sabha polls, and demanded
a CBI probe into the incident. The
party has also called a 12-hour
bandh in the district on Monday.
The incident happened dur-
ing a protest by BJP workers af-
ter a confrontation with TMC ac-
tivists over taking control of a
party office in Shyamnagar in
North 24 Parganas district,amid
reports that it was being cap-
tured by Trinamool cadres.

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER

DAYS AFTER Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his
Independence Day speech
flagged the dangers of popula-
tion explosion, Congress leader
Jitin Prasada on Sunday called for
alaw aimed at “stricter” popula-
tion control and said that popula-
tion growth is hurting the econ-
omy and posing huge challenges.

Prasada, aformer Union min-
ister and special invitee to the
Congress Working Committee,

EXPRESS NETWORK [

Jitin Prasada calls for law on population control

told The Indian Express that the
time has come for a “wider pub-
licdebate” on the issue of popula-
tion control as unchecked growth
in population is posing insur-
mountable challenges. “People
are feeling the squeeze at every
avenue of their life,” he said.
“Population explosion re-
quires urgent attention. The time
has come,” he said. “Job oppor-
tunities are going down, our
cities are already feeling the
pressure of traffic congestion
and pollution...drinking water is
ahuge probleminevery village...
all these are associated with

‘People
feeling the
squeeze
atevery
avenue of
their life’

population growth,” he said.
The Congress leader said the
government should bring a law
to putin place stricter population
control measures. “There has to
be stricter norms... a wider pub-
licdebate has to be there...aware-
ness should be created, people
should be brought on board... it

should be top priority...” he said.

Prasada said he will travel to
every district in Uttar Pradesh
soon to take the issue to the peo-
ple and put pressure on the gov-
ernment. “I believe it was the
Congress agenda which the
Prime Minister has taken... we
were the first to talk about popu-
lation control...” he said.

While the Congress was
silent on Prasada's remarks,
sources said a section of the
Congress leaders believe the
Prime Minister's remarks was an
indication of the government's
intention to enact some kind of

legislation to control population.
“The issue will have resonance
among the masses... population
control is originally a Congress
idea. We cannot let the BJP walk
away with it...” aleader said.
The Sangh Parivar has often
spoken about “demographicim-
balance” in the country and
pitched for a national population
policy which should be applied
uniformly to all sections of soci-
ety. Rakesh Sinha, a nominated
MP aligned with the BJP, had ear-
lier introduced a private mem-
ber’s Bill in the Rajya Sabha seek-
ing to enforce a two-child norm.
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Mango locks to ones that slice off
fingers: GI boost for Dindigul legacy

oaiay e fiaaa

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, SEPTEMBER 1

S VENKATACHALAM first tried to
make a “Dindigul lock” at the age of
seven. Fifty-two years later, he is
happy that the 200-year-old indige-
nous product, which gave him a
livelihood, has finally taken a big
step towards revival.

On Saturday, the lock was
granted a Geographical Indication
(GI) tag, based on an application
filed by the Dindigul Lock, Hardware
and Steel Furniture Workers
Industrial Co-Operative Society.

The metal lock of different vari-
eties — single, double or multiple
keys — was once a flourishing busi-
ness but its production is now con-
fined to a few villages near Dindigul
town in southern Tamil Nadu.

“There are some models for
which the owners will have to come
all the way to Dindigul to get dupli-
cate keys if the originals are lost.
Then, there is the ‘killer lock’ model,
whichis designed in such away that
the person who inserts the wrong
key will get his fingers injured or

Alock seller in Dindigul

even chopped off with a sharp knife
that pops out. In the past, there were
many such unique models.

Even now, some prisons, police
stations and railway establishments
continue to use our locks because an
average product easily lasts for over
five decades,” says Venkatachalam.

However, for lock-makers like
Venkatachalam and Murugan, the
factories that once used to churn out
this product have become a mem-
ory. “There used to be factories with

over 100 workers in each. Now, each
lock-making unit employs hardly a
dozen people. Most of the big facto-
ries have disappeared over the years.
Today, there are about 3,000 people
scattered across this region who
work in small units,” says Murugan,
49, who started making these locks
about 30 years ago.

Among the popular varieties,
says Murugan, are the Mango locks
in63mm and 75mm models — they
involve a combination of keys to be
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used in a specific pattern. There are
also locks of gold that are made on
special orders.

“Due to strong competition in
the market and lack of marketing
strategies, the Dindigul lock industry
had been facing a slow death over
the last two decades. A worker can
make up to five locks per day for Rs
82 each. This will cost around Rs 600
in the market, including the cost of
metal,” says Murugan.

Chinnaraja G Naidu, Deputy
Registrar of  Geographical
Indications (GI), says the main rea-
son for granting a tag to Dindigul
locks is to “improve livelihood op-
tions” linked to this craft.

“Also, we want to popularise and
promote the export of this product.
So awarding a GI tag will be like an
advertisement to revive this indus-
try. The knowledge of the Dindigul
lock industry, a region known for an
abundance of iron, was not limited
to locks but also handcuffs. During
the British period, Dindigul was pro-
ducing handcuffs for the entire coun-
try,” says Naidu.

According to Naidu, the Gl tag
was granted after a rigorous

months-long examination by a
team of experts. “The team con-
sisted of metallurgy and chemical
experts, and social and business an-
alysts, wholooked atit as anindige-
nous product with a business poten-
tial in India and abroad,” he says.

The GI tag primarily helps in pro-
viding legal protection to makers of a
product unique to a specific location,
whichinturn enhancesits brand im-
age in export markets worldwide —
Darjeeling tea, for instance.

Sanjay Gandhi, the attorney who
filed the Gl application, said there are
over 50 varieties of Dindigul locks.

According to Gandhi and the
workers, the famous locks of Aligarh
is the only Indian variety that can give
competition to Dindigul locks in
quality. “But what has defeated them
inthe popular market is the arrival of
many private and Chinese brands.
Also, in Dindigul, about 80 per cent
of the craftis manual and only 20 per
cent requires machines. The imposi-
tion of GST was amajor setback to the
industry. The Centre should remove
GST on all Gl goods relating to hand-
icraftand handlooms as it would help
revive this industry...” says Gandhi.

EU backs Kashmir solution

through bilateral d

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER1

THE EUROPEAN Union on Sunday
mentioned that the Kashmir issue
needs to be resolved through bilateral
discussions between India and
Pakistan.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Sunday met European
Commission’s Vice-President Federica
Mogherini, who is also the High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, in Brussels to discuss
the situation in Kashmir.

Jaishankar debriefed Mogherinion
the “state of play and on the security
situation”, a statement issued by
European Union mentioned. It also
stated that the “High Representative
reaffirmed the EU’s support to a peace-
ful solution to the crisis in Kashmir
through bilateral dialogue between
India and Pakistan”.

Mogherini “reiterated the call to
avoid an escalation of tensions and
stressed the importance of steps to re-
store the rights and freedoms of the
population in Kashmir,” the
statement said.

Even as India has been reiterating
at all international platforms that
revocation of the special status of
Jammu and Kashmir is an internal
matter and does not need any third
country’s intervention in its discus-
sions with Pakistan, one of the pres-
ident hopefuls of the US, Bernie
Sanders, said India’s action was “un-
acceptable”.

He said, “India’s action is unaccept-
able and the communications block-
ade must be lifted immediately, and
the United States government must
speak out boldly in support of interna-
tional humanitarian law and in sup-
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar met European
Commission’s Vice-President
Federica Mogherini. Twitter

port of a UN-backed peaceful resolu-
tion that respects the will of the
Kashmiri people.”

He added that he was “deeply con-
cerned” about the situation in Kashmir
as the “Indian government has re-
voked Kashmiri autonomy, cracked
downondissent and instituted a com-
munication blackout”.

Sanders also said “the crackdown
in the name of security is also denying
the Kashmiri people the access to
medical care”.

“Even many respected doctors in
India have acknowledged that the
Indian government-imposed restric-
tions on travel are threatening the life-
saving care that patients need,” he said.

The comments by Sanders come
just a few days after US President
Donald Trump agreed last week on the
sidelines of the G7 summit that
Kashmir is a bilateral issue.

Soldier killed
in Pak firing

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 1

A SOLDIER was killed on Sunday
evening as Pakistani troops resorted to
unprovoked mortar shelling and small
armis fire along the Line of Control(LoC)
in Shahpur Kerni area of Poonch district.

Pointing out that the ceasefire vio-
lation by Pakistani troops came after a
gap of two days, sources said that de-
tails, including the identity of the de-
ceased soldier, were awaited. The ex-
change of fire was continuing till
reports last came in.

Defence ministry spokesperson Lt
Colonel Devender Anand said, “Atabout
1 pm, Pakistani troops initiated cease-
fire violation by firing of small arms and
shelling with mortars in Poonch. Indian
Army is retaliating befittingly.”

On Saturday, Army Chief General
Bipin Rawat with Northern Army
Commander Lt General Ranbir Singh
had visited forward areas in Poonch
district to take stock of the situation on
ground and review operational pre-
paredness of the troops.

During his visit, the Army Chief in-
teracted with the soldiers deployed
along the LoC and commended them
for unwavering dedication to their
duty. He was appreciative of the meas-
ures and standard operating proce-
dures institutionalised to ensure a se-
cure environment and mission
readiness of the troops. He conveyed
his satisfaction on the synergy with
civiladministration and was apprecia-
tive of the people-friendly measures
taken by White Knight Corps.

Dantewada bypoll:
Cong, BJP may field
wives of slain leaders

DIPANKAR GHOSE
RAIPUR, SEPTEMBER1

THE DANTEWADA bypoll, to be
held on September 23, is now set
to be an emotionally high-strung
affair with both the Congress and
BJP likely to field the wives of
senior leaders — slain in Maoist
attacks — who led their respec-
tive parties for decades in Bastar.
While the Congress has once
again chosen to go with Devti
Karma, wife of former leader of
opposition Mahendra Karma
who was killed in a Maoist attack
in 2013, the BJP is banking on
Ojaswi Mandavi, the wife of
Bhima Mandavi, killed in an-
other attack in April.

It was the attack on
Mandavi’s cavalcade on April 9,
two days before the Lok Sabha
election in Bastar, that has neces-
sitated the bypoll, with him be-
ing the only BJP MLA among the
12 in Bastar. He had in December
defeated Devti Karma to win the
Dantewada seat. While both the
Congress and BJP have said that
these two names have been sent
to their respective central offices,
itis very unlikely that there will
be any changes to the list.

For the Congress, sources in
the party said that the challenge
is to quell dissent within the
Karma household itself, with
Devti Karma’s son Chhavindra
Karma a claimant for the seat.
“There were some candidates
from outside the Karma family
as well. But the truth is, that at
this point, if you don’t give them
the ticket, the Congress is likely
to lose because of the damage
they would cause. We have to as-

More non-Muslims
spying for Pak: Digvijaya

Bhopal: Senior Congress leader
Digvijaya Singh has claimed that
more non-Muslims in the coun-
try spy for Pakistan’s ISI as com-
pared to Muslims. “Pakistan ke ISI
ke liye jaasusi Musalman kam kar
rahe hain, gair Musalmanjyada kar
rahe hain,” the former Madhya
Pradesh chief minister told re-
porters in Bhind on Saturday.
The Congress leader made
the remarks while alleging that
the Bajrang Dal and BJP take
money from the ISI. Singh was
referring to the recent arrest of
few persons from Satna by the
Madhya Pradesh ATS in connec-
tion with an alleged terror fund-
ing syndicate being operated

from Pakistan. Balram Singh, one
of those arrested, had previously
worked with the Bajrang Dal.
On Sunday, Singh tweeted
that he stood by his remarks that
members of the Bajrang Dal and
BJP’s information technology cell
had been arrested by the MP
Police for taking money from ISI.
“Digvijaya Singh deliberately
makes such comments. He and
his leader speak the language of
Pakistan. He has lost credibility.
We don’t need a certificate from
Digvijaya Singh because the en-
tire country knows that BJP and
RSS are patriotic,” said former
CM and senior BJP leader Shivraj
Singh Chouhan. ENS

Why bypollis
significant for
Cong, BJP

FOR THE Congress, the
Dantewada bypoll is an
opportunity to show that
the government is being
perceived well, and is a
chance todisplay that the
Lok Sabha election results
were only a blip. For the
BJP, it is important not to
lose the only seat they
had among the 12 in
Bastar, and a win would
re-energise a belea-
guered state unit, which
only has 14 MLAs in the
state’s 90 constituencies.

suage Chhavindra, but he has
been told that the last election
we lost because of him, and if he
rebels again, the future of the en-
tire family may end politically,”
a senior Congress leader said.

For the BJP, it was difficult to
look past the claim of Ojaswi
Mandavi, who has been vocal in
the past months about taking
her husband’s political legacy
forward. “The BJP ground worker
wants to honour Bhima by win-
ning this election, and there was
a lead in the Lok Sabha despite
the attack. It was only right to
give the seat to Ojaswiand there
was near consensus on this,” a
senior BJP leader said.

Not given clear
explanation:
Kashmir author
stopped from
flying to Germany

New Delhi: Denied permission to
travel to Germany to attend a
conference organised by
Deutsche Welle, Kashmiri journal-
ist and author Gowhar Geelani
said he left Delhi's IGI Airport at 2
am Sunday and tried checking in
at three hotels nearby, but all of
them were sold out. He also said
he was not given a clear explana-
tion on why he was stopped.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, he said he was stopped
at the immigration counter
around 9.15 pm and asked to
wait in a room by an immigra-
tion officer named Abhishek
while he spoke to his seniors.

“He appeared after 15-20 min-
utes and told me: ‘Aap jaante hain
aaj kal kaafi digqat hai Kashmir ko
lekar (you know these days there
are problems in relation to
Kashmir)'. I politely asked him
what the problem was. He didn’t
give any answer and asked me to
wait again,” Geelani claimed.

He said the official finally told
him he was not allowed to travel
and his ticket would be refunded
and luggage returned. Asked to
explainin writing what the prob-
lemwas, Geelani claimed the of-
ficer refused and said he was fol-
lowing orders. Sources had on
Saturday said that Geelani was
detained based on a request by
the Intelligence Bureau.  ENS
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WHEN A 17-year-old girl Indian girl re-
cently went to get a “lump” in her ab-
domen treated, it was found to be her
twin growing inside her. This is a condi-
tion called foetus in foetu (FIF), or foetus
within a foetus. Doctors say this is the first
reported case of FIF in an adult woman
worldwide, and the eighth such case in
anadultinIndia (the previous cases were
inadult men).

In this condition, a malformed para-
sitic foetus is usually found in the abdom-
inal cavity of the living twin (host). Fewer
than 200 cases of this condition have
been reported in medical literature and
itoccursinabout 1in5,00,000 live births.
While FIF can occur in various age groups,
it is most commonly diagnosed in pa-
tients younger than 18 months.

In the case of the Indian 17-year-old,
her abdomen would often hurt and she
would feel full. However, no history of
weight loss or altered bowel movements
and urinary symptoms were recorded.
Her “menstrual habits” too were within
the normal limits, according to BMJ
Journals where her case has been pub-
lished. When the lump was microscopi-
cally examined, it measured 30x16x10
cm and was found to be composed of a
“hairy cheesy material, multiple teeth
and structures resembling limb buds.”

According to BMJ Journals, there are
two theories about the origins of FIF. The
first is where a parasitic twin’s mal-
formed foetus is formed inside the body
of the host twin and both share the blood
supply.

The otheris that FIFis a “highly differ-
entiated” form of teratoma - tumours
made from tissues foreign to the area or
part of the body in which they are found.

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY,SEPTEMBER 2,2019

EXPLAINED

THais WORD MEANS

FOETUS IN FOETU

When a ‘twin’ forms inside a human body. What
causes it, and how frequently does it happen?

FIF CASES AMONG
ADULTSININDIA

YEAR AGE SEX
1999 27 Male
2000 16 Male
2001 30 Male
2001 27 Male
2005 39 Male
2007 36 Male
2009 20 Male
2019 17 Female

Source: BMJ Journals

What differentiates a FIF from a tu-
mour is that the lumps in the case of FIF
are benign (do not spread to other organs
and tissues) in nature, and are of embry-
ological origin.

When was the expression “foetus in
foetu” first used? According to the BMC
Journal of Medical Case Reports, it was first
used by Johann Friedrich Meckel the
Younger in the late 18th century. Ina pa-
per titled “Fetus in Fetu and the
Retroperitoneal Teratoma” and published
in 1960, R H Lewis credits Meckel with
the use of the term around the 1800s.

One of the early cases of the condition
surfaced in a patient called John Hare,
born on May 18, 1807. The abnormality
in the baby’s abdomen led him to lose
weight rapidly, “until at length he was
nearly 36 inch in circumference”, and he
eventually died.

MEHRGILL
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How 1O BRACE FOR END OF THE WORLD

WHEN THE human species eventually
goes extinct, what kind of event will have
caused it? US-based science reporter
Bryan Walsh looks at a number of possi-
ble catastrophic scenarios — volcanic su-
per-eruptions, asteroids, artificial intelli-
gence, climate change, nuclear
wars — as well as possible solu-
tions to prevent eventualities.

End Times: A Brief Guide to
the End of the World is a study
of these possible catastrophes,
including interviews of those
trying to stop them from hap-
pening, such as NASA’s aster-
oid destroyers and disease pre-
vention agencies around the
world. The book also estimates
the probability of these disas-
ters occurring, along with the impact they
could have. In its review of the book,
Scientific Inquirer acknowledges Walsh’s
“attempt to root out the source of human-
ity’s denial and ignorance” towards exis-
tential risks. “When discussing man-
made climate change, End Times delves
into how economic models such as the
‘social discount rate’ can explain why we
‘privilege the present over the future’. The
interdisciplinary approach Walsh uses to

capture the pervasive effects and influ-

ences behind existential risks never at-

tempts to leave his readers behind; rather,

Walsh'’s accessible language attempts to

inform the general reader of the multi-

tiered nature of the issues he discusses,”
the review says.

Colonisation of other plan-
ets has long been the dream of
businessmen and science-fic-
tion writers. In his book, Walsh
dedicates a chapter to space
and details the faith that bil-
lionaires Jeff Bezos of Amazon
and Elon Musk of Tesla seem
to have in space exploration
and colonisation as a means
for human survival. Both have
invested billions in manned

spaceflight, an endeavour that even NASA
is not contemplating. Walsh himself calls
this a “distraction”, and writes, “Space
colonization may be our destiny, but it
won't keep us safe — not for the foresee-
able future. The energy and money that
might be spent on nascent efforts to
move off planet would be better used
combating existential threats that could
end that future — and readying our sur-
vival, should the worst occur.”

Institute for I.A.S. Examination

CLASSROOM COURSE

TEST SERIES

POSTAL COURSE

9-B, Bada Bazar Marg, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-110 060
Ph.: 011-41007400, 41007500; e-mail: vajiramandravi79@gmail.com

Visit us at www.vajiramandravi.com

The legacy of Firoz

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER

DELHI'S FEROZ Shah Kotla stadium is set to
be renamed Arun Jaitley Stadium after the
former Finance Minister, who passed away
last month. The stadium takes its name
from a 14th century fortress. What is the
legacy of Firoz Shah, who built the fortress?

In his autobiography Futuhat-i-
Firozshahi, Firoz Shah described himself:
“Among the many gifts which God be-
stowed upon me, his humble servant, was
adesire to erect public buildings. So, I built
many mosques and colleges and monaster-
ies...Iwas led to repair and rebuild the edi-
fices and structures of former kings and an-
cient nobles which had fallen into decay
with the passage of time.”

And so, he built Feroz Shah Kotla (kotla
means fortress), peppered Delhi with gar-
dens, constructed canals, hunting lodges,
and repaired Qutub Minar, Hauz Khas (royal
tank)and Surajkund (lake of the Sun).In the
21st century, however, Surajkund is mostly
known for its annual crafts mela, Hauz Khas
forits bars and restaurants, and an auto ride

to Feroz Shah Kotla on Bahadur Shah Zafar
Marg usually ends at the stadium next toiit.

Shama Mitra Chenoy, associate profes-
sor at Delhi Uinversity’s Shivaji College said,
“Firoz Shah was the first ruler to build a
fortress next to river Yamuna. It was quite
an urban sprawl.” In Percival Spear’s 1943
book Delhi: Its Monuments and History,
which has been updated and annotated by
historian Narayani Gupta and author Laura
Sykes, the latter calls Firoz Shah “a medieval
version of a management guru”.

Born to a Hindu princess, Firoz Shah
came to power in 1351,and died in 1388.He
built Feroz Shah Kotla, the fortress, on the
banks of the Yamuna and called it
Firozabad. Sykes writes, “According to an
old proverb, three things were necessary:
daria, badal, badshah (river, rainclouds and
ruler). The ruler stood ready, the rainclouds
could be hoped for, and of course the river
was waiting in the shape of the Yamuna: he
built the first of the river-based Delhis.”

Infact, Emperor Ashoka’s pillar, erected
near Ambala in 250 BC, was transported to
Delhiand placed in Firozabad. Spear writes,
“He found it when hunting and as he liked
old monuments, he transported it to Delhi

SHAJIVIKRAMAN
CHENNAI, SEPTEMBER 1

ON FRIDAY, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced the government’s de-
cision tomerge 10 state-owned banks to create
four large entities or lenders. Under the plan,
Oriental Bank of Commerce and United Bank of
India will be merged with Punjab National Bank;
Canara Bankwith Syndicate Bank; Andhra Bank
and Corporation Bank with Mumbai-based
Union Bank of India; and Allahabad Bank with
Indian Bank. That will mean a consolidation of
banks in India from 27 before 2017, to 12 after
the merger goes through. What are the upside
and downside of this move?

How does consolidation help?

For years, expert committees starting
from the M Narasimham Committee have
recommended that India should have fewer
but bigger and better-managed banks to en-
sure optimal use of capital, efficiency of op-
erations, wider reach and greater profitabil-
ity. The logicis that rather than having several
of its own banks competing for the same pie
(in terms of deposits or loans) in the same
narrow geographies, leading to each one in-
curring costs, it would make sense to have
large-sized banks. This may be true espe-
cially in India’s bigger cities and towns. It has
also been argued that such an entity will then
be able to respond better to emerging mar-
ket trends or shifts and compete more with
private banks. The Finance Minister has said
that the proposed big banks would be able
to compete globally and improve their oper-
ational efficiency once they lower their cost
of lending and improve lending. But none of
India’s banks including the largest, SBI, fig-
ures in the list of the top 50 global banks. So
that may be a long way away.

How does it help the government?

For over decades starting from 1992, the
government as the biggest shareholder of
over 25 banks had to provide capital for
them. To grow and lend more, the banks of-
ten need a higher amount of capital to set
aside also for loans that could go bad. With
the government not willing to lower its eq-
uity holdings and with a large slice of the cap-
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8ANSWER

What bank mergers can mean

The plan is to merge 10 state-owned banks into four larger ones. What led to the move, how is it
intended to help the banks and the government, and what are the potential downsides?

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman during a press conference in Delhi to

announce the merger plans. Amit Mehra

ital being set aside to cover for bad loans,
which have swelled over the last few years,
the burden of infusing capital rests on the
majority shareholder. This means marking a
large amount of money almost every year
during the last few years in the Budget for
many banks at a time when there is a huge
demand for funds for education, health and
other programmes. By reducing the number
of banks to a manageable count, the govern-
ment must be hoping that the demands for
such capital infusion will be lower progres-
sively with increased efficiencies and with
more well capitalised banks. It will also help
that the government can focus now on fewer
banks than in the past.

On what rationale were the banks for
the new mergers chosen?

The Finance Minister has said the govern-
ment chose these banks on the basis of en-
suring that there is no disruption in banking
services and that these banks benefited from
higher current and savings accounts (CASA)
and greater reach. In the past, the govern-
ment and the RBI had discussed potential
mergers taking into account banks that op-
erated in a particular geographical region or
had strengths in such regions. During

Raghuram Rajan’s tenure as RBI Governor,
one proposal discussed was to merge all PSU
banks headquartered in the East which were
inherently weak. In the currently proposed
mergers, this argument may apply mainly to
the Bengalaru-based Canara Bank and
Syndicate Bank. In the PNB-led merger,
Oriental Bank is also a Delhi-based lender,
while the strengths of midsized banks such
as Andhra Bank and Corporation Bank in the
South may complement Union Bank that has
a stronger presence in the West and else-
where. For Indian Bank, a conservative bank
and one of the few to have reported profits
earlier when many other banks were hurt-
ing, the high CASA of Allahabad Bank is
bound to help. That will imply cheaper
source of funds.

What are the potential downsides of
such amerger?

Smooth integration of operations always
poses a risk, especially with the prospect of
resistance from staff and unions in the entities
being merged. There are issues like cultural
fit, redeployment of staff, and fewer career
opportunities for many in a merged entity.
Another concern could be deterioration of
services and disruption in the near term as

the merger process gets under way. It could
also reflect in fewer options for customers;
an easing of the personal touch which many
of the midsize and smaller banks have. The
swelling of combined bad loans with some
of these mergers is also an issue.

Yet another worry is the possible creation
of what is known as systematically impor-
tantinstitutions, or those too big to fail, lead-
ing to the prospect of bailouts in the future,
which could hurt the government and finan-
cial stability. But a bigger challenge will be in
ensuring that there is no disruption in activ-
ity, especially lending, because of the pro-
posed mergers at a time when banks have
been loath to lend. Whether this will lead to
a further slowdown in lending for a while is
another concern.

What do these mergers signal for the
Reserve Bank of India?

The RBI keeps monitoring large institu-
tions whose potential failure canimpact other
institutions or banks and the financial sector,
and which could have a contagion effect and
erode confidence in other banks. A case in
point is the recent instance of IL&FS Group,
which defaulted on repayments hitting many
lenders and investors. The creation of more
large-sized banks will mean the RBI will have
to improve its supervisory and monitoring
processes to address increased risks.

What has the global experience on bank
mergers been?

It seems mixed with some studies indi-
cating that only 50 per cent have succeeded.
Integration and cultural fit have beenissues.

Can consolidation alone make a
difference to the state of Indian banks?

No. Governance of these banks has been
an major issue, which has dragged down
many. The government has spelt out some
measures to address that while indicating
that more steps could be in the offing. Former
RBIGovernor Y VReddy, in his DT Lakdawala
memorial lecture, had said the idea that con-
solidation of banks will solve the problem of
public sector banks is not correct. According
to him, if the problem is structural and of
governance, it does not matter whether the
banks are large or small.

3 decades ago, report that set merger template

SHAJIVIKRAMAN
CHENNAI, SEPTEMBER 1

POLITICS, ITis said, is the art of the impossible.
Inthe early phase of the UPA government’s first
term between 2004 and 2009, the Finance
Ministry headed by P Chidambaram was push-
ing hard for consolidation of state-owned
banks. The first such proposed merger was of
two Mumbai-based banks — Bank of India and
Union Bank of India. The boards of both were
toapprove the proposal after being nudged by
the government. But at the last hour, it was
called off after a political call by the Manmohan
Singh government, presumably taking into ac-
count the fallout of such a move in a coalition
that had the support of the Left parties.

The recommendations

When on Friday, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced the mega merger of
10 public sector banks into four, she was in ef-
fect implementing a plan whose outline was
contained in the report of an expert commit-
tee submitted nearly three decades ago. It was
that report, whose main author, Maidavolu
Narasimhan, is a 92-year-old former Governor
of RBI, that talked about merging banks.

Various governments and the Reserve Bank
of India have all been guided by the reportand
recommendations. The committee, appointed
by Manmohan Singh when he was Finance
Minister and at the peak of the balance-of-
payment and economic crisisin 1991-92, had
suggested a new banking structure in India
besides several other important measures in
its two reports. What it envisaged then was a
banking system with three or four large banks
at the top with a global presence and size,
eight to ten national banks which would cater
to the needs of local industry and infrastruc-
ture, and a bottom tier consisting of a large
number of regional or local banks.

The commiittee also favoured mergers to
build the size and strength of operations for
each bank. Since then, almost every major
committee for financial sector reforms has sug-
gested consolidation of banks or reducing the
number of banks owned predominantly by
the government. These include the commit-
tee appointed by the Planning Commission
during the UPA government’s term and
headed by Raghuram Rajan, the committee on
fuller capital convertibility headed by former
RBI Deputy Governor S S Tarapore, the one
headed by Percy Mistry, apart from the RBI
which laid outablueprintinadiscussion paper

The Feroz Shah Kotla fortress. Only the stadium is being renamed. Express Archive

on a great carriage with 42 wheels.”

At the Ridge in north Delhi stands an-
other Ashokan pillar, smaller in size, near
Hindu Rao Hospital. It was moved from
Meerut to Delhi by Firoz Shah.

Professor Farhat Hasan of Delhi
University said that during his reign, Firoz
Shah did public construction activity on a
massive scale. “Welfare projects — gardens,
serai (inn), water supply — were his priority.

By improving sources of water supply and
irrigation facilities in Delhi and surround-
ing areas, he helped bring down the price
of food grains too. It’s a known fact that
Haryana’s irrigation systems go back to his
era,” said Hasan.

Professor Chenoy said that Firoz Shah
also built Dargah Qadam Sharif, whichis lo-
cated in Delhi’s Sadar Bazar. She said, “Story
is that during his reign there was a saint

on the way forward for Indian banking.

The rationale of experts for pruning the
number of government-owned banks, which
was over two dozen, was that with economies
of scale, they would be more efficient and prof-
itable. Besides, with pressure on government
resources and growing demands to fund so-
cial sector programmes, infusing capital for a
large number of banks would be adrag for the
government, especially with many banks un-
able toraise the required capital from the mar-
ketsdirectly. InIMay 2013, when Chidambaram
returned to the Finance Ministry after a stint
in the Home Ministry, said in his annual day
address at the Competition Commission of
India: “Some PSU banks among the 26 we have
may be better off merging. The need for two
or three world -size banks in an economy that
is poised to become one of the five largest in
the world is rather obvious.” In short, it is some-
thing on which the government (the largest
shareholder in many of these banks), the RBI
and experts have been on common ground.

The mergers that followed

There were mergers and amalgamations
during that period which involved private
banks such as HDFC and ICICI and also Punjab
National Bank. But the first big merger subse-

who went to Medina. People there loved
him so much that they gave him a stone
with the footprint of the Prophet. That stone
is on the grave of the saint’s grandson. His
other great contribution is a number of
beautiful shikargah (hunting lodges) and
hydraulic structures.”

In Spear’s book, Sykes writes that Firoz
Shah is regarded as the honorary founding
president of The Conservation Society of
Delhi and that the British called him the ‘fa-
ther of the irrigation department’ because
of the many gardens and canals that he built.

Professor Gupta said that during Firoz
Shah’s reign at least 1,200 gardens existed
between Mehrauli and Firozabad. “He built
hunting lodges in north Delhi’s Ridge area,
one in Palam, and a third which came to be
called Kushak Mahal, located within the
Teen Murti Complex.”

Apart from indulging in building his
own structures, Firoz Shah “felt a sense of
responsibility” towards old structures that
needed repair,among which Qutub Minar,
Huaz Khas and Surajkund stand out. Spear
writes, “In his reign, an earthquake dam-
aged the two top storeys of Qutub Minar.
He repaired the Minar and added a little

quently was when some of the associate banks
of the State Bank of India were merged with
the parent bank during the first term of the
Modi-led NDA government. Technically,oron
paper, that was a decision approved by the
boards of SBI and the respective associate
banks. It was rather an acquisition. But the last
of the relatively bigger mergers like this time
around (featuring four new entities and the
folding of some banks into a bigger lender) that
saw Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank being merged
into Bank of Baroda — all publicly listed entities
—was announced first by the government.
Inits report, the Narasimham committee
had made it clear that large banks should
merge only with banks of equivalent size and
not with weaker banks, which should rather
be closed down. That may not be the script
being followed in the last few cases, especially
when the accompanying steps announced by
the government indicated that boards of
state-owned banks would be strengthened.
Former RBI Governor Y V Reddy had said
inalecturelast year that the origin of PSU bank-
inginIndia was political through an ordinance,
its evolution has been political and its future
will perhaps be determined by political and
economic considerations. Last weekend’s big

move by the government reflects that.

Shah, 14th-century ruler who built Kotla in Delhi

pavilion at the top.” In the late 18th cen-
tury, however, during another round of re-
pair, an engineer called Major Smith re-
placed it with his own pavilion. Spear
writes, “You can see the two storeys which
[Firoz Shah] Tughlaq built because they are
built of white marble and are quite
smooth. The lower three storeys are the
ones which Qutbuddin and Iltutmish built.
of red sandstone.”

Firoz Shah also repaired Hauz Khas, the
royal tank built during Alauddin Khalji’s
reign in the late 13th century. Spear notes
that Firoz Shah built a madrasa onits banks,
and his own tomb is located at the corner
of where the college stood. “The college was
ruined by Timur’s invasion,” writes Spear.
Similar repair work was done at Surajkund.

Professor Hasan said that apart from
building new structures and restoring old
ones, Firoz Shah was also able to create a
“multi-lingual, multi-cultural space by pro-
viding patronage to poets, musicians, and
various linguistic communities”. He said,
“Under his patronage, premakhyan which
is Sufi poetry written in Awadhi grew. It was
anew genre of literature. He built many in-
stitutes for musicians and poets too.”
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

NATION’S ORPHANS

NRC fails to bring closure in Assam. Flaw may lie in
the idea, not just the process

HE FINAL NATIONAL Register of Citizens (NRC) for Assam was released on

Saturday, but a closure to the citizenship issue in the state remains distant. In fact,

the initial response of political parties and civil society groups in Guwahati in-

dicates that the NRC may have opened up new fault-lines. The government has
done well to promise legal help to the over 19 lakh people who have been excluded. They
have awindow of 120 days to appeal before the Foreigners Tribunals, which have been pro-
vided additional staff and facilities. The government has also indicated that deportation of
the people rendered “stateless” is not on the cards — Minister of Foreign Affairs S Jaishankar
recently said in Dhaka that the NRC was India’s internal matter. However, political parties,
including and especially the BJP, have alleged that the NRCis flawed and threatened to chal-
lenge it in court. For the large number of people who have been living on the edge since the
process began in 2015, there is no end in sight to the uncertainty, it seems.

Citizenship and identity have been fraught issues in Assam for decades. The NRCwas in-
troduced in 1951 in response to a political demand that arose from the fear of migration, in
the backdrop of Partition, causing demographic and cultural upheaval. The subnationalist
politics that privileged Assamese identity over other categories, including class, caste and
religion, has since shaped the social imaginary in the region, with devastating consequences.
It has produced a narrative that plays on the fear of the “outsider” and a politics that borders
on xenophobia. Itis telling, however, that no party seems to be happy with the outcome of
the current exercise. For the All Assam Students Union and the BJP, the exclusions are fewer
than expected — the projected number of illegal immigrants in Assam, which has formed
the basis of contrived political spectres, has varied from one million to two crore. The BJP also
suspects that a substantial number of the affected are Bengali-speaking Hindus, whom it
wants recognised as refugees and accorded citizenship. With its proposal to amend the
Citizenship Act pending, the party has demanded re-verification of the list in districts bor-
dering Bangladesh, suggesting a communal reading of the NRC.

Instead of blaming the process, political parties need to recognise, perhaps, the flaw that
lies in the imagination that produced the NRC. Modern societies are shaped by migration
and it may be futile to engage in costly exercises to identify “outsiders”. Despite the fiasco
in Assam, BJP leaders are demanding NRCs elsewhere too — for instance, Manoj Tiwari
wants one in Delhi. During the 2019 election campaign, BJP President Amit Shah spoke
about “ghuspaithiye” and compared illegal migrants to termites. The time has come to steer
the conversation away from excluding people, and towards accepting the reality of migra-
tion and exploring ways to make it work better for the economy. The idea of citizenship
can’t be imprisoned within the framework of blood and soil or religion; it needs a broader,
more inclusive definition rooted in the liberal spirit of the Constitution. For now, however,
atthe end of an elaborate NRC process monitored by the Supreme Court, which has shown
unusual alacrity in doing so, the onus is on the court to ensure that human rights are not un-
dermined by short-term political interests.

PEOPLE VS BORIS JOHNSON

British Prime Minister, by trying to circumvent parliament on
Brexit, shows disdain for democratic institutions

AST WEEK, BRITISH Prime Minister Boris Johnson sought to justify the pro-

roguing of the UK Parliament for over a month by claiming it is “normal pro-

cedure”. Itis not. The most that Johnson — a prime minister who was selected

by a section of the Conservative Party and who hasn’t faced a general election
— can claim is that he has not technically broken the law. In fact, by asking the Queen to
suspend the House of Commons till just 10-12 days before the October 31 Brexit dead-
line, Johnson has shown complete disdain for the British people, the forum in which their
representatives make their voice heard, and for Westminster-style democracy itself.
Ironically, among the issues that Johnson and other “leavers” had cited as reasons for
Britain leaving the European Union three years ago was that the EU curtailed the powers
of the country’s parliament and the will of the British people.

Since June 2016, when the people of Britain voted by a slender majority to leave the
EU, the country's political class has been unable to form a consensus on the modalities of
the exit. Johnson’s predecessor, Theresa May, resigned after she was unable to convince
parliament of her Brexit plan. By all accounts, a no-deal Brexit will be an economic dis-
aster for the UK. Johnson claims he will negotiate a new deal at the EU council in September
and secure a parliamentary majority for a withdrawal bill before October 31. Either PM
Johnson can magically forge agreement in eight weeks on an issue that vexed his pred-
ecessor for two years or, as is far more likely, he is doing his best to circumvent a much-
needed debate and the messy compromises it would entail.

Britain does not have a formal, written constitution. But its laws and parliamentary cus-
toms have served it well because they are respected across political and ideological divides.
In the Westminster model, parliament is not just a procedural necessity. It frames the
will of the people, the source of political legitimacy. If Johnson wishes to suggest that the
mandate for his version of Brexit is greater than the voice of all the MPs that oppose it, he
must call a general election. The Opposition must ask for a vote of confidence in the gov-
ernment. Meanwhile, across the globe, as strongmen claiming a direct understanding of
the will of the people undermine institutions that act as a check on executive power, how
the first parliamentary system holds its own against this assault will be closely watched.
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VIKRAM SINGH MEHTA

OVER THE PAST few weeks, there has been
much commentary on the economic slow-
down. Whether the cause is structural or
cyclical; whether the government should in-
ject liquidity or allow the private corporate
sector to stew in its woes. This division of
views is unsurprising. After all, it is a com-
monplace barb that three economists in a
room will eventually present four different
views. What is worrisome is that this divi-
sion appears to cut across the political and
administrative apparatus of the government.
The vice chairman of the Niti Aayog has
stated that the economy faces an unprece-
dented liquidity situation: “Not in the past
70years has the financial sector been in such
a churn (where) nobody trusts anybody
else.” The Chief Economic Adviser appears
somewhat more sanguine: “Some sectors
are doing well — the government does not
need a fiscal stimulus”. The Minister of
Transport and Highways, Nitin Gadkari, has
criticised the Niti Aayog for announcing aban
on petrol and diesel vehicles. He said that the
Aayog was but a think tank with no execu-
tive authority, and that such decisions were
for him to take.

This apparent lack of cohesion in eco-
nomic thinking is worrisome because it
makes one wonder whether there is any eco-
nomic body in the government that has the
mandate to look at the big picture — that s,
evaluate the consequences of the macroim-
pact of seemingly unrelated sectoral eco-
nomic decisions — and also has the ear of the
political leadership. It is also worrisome be-
cause the consequences of lack of cohesion
can, in our connected economy, lead to
avoidable systemic damage. Let me illustrate
this point by drawing on the plight of the
auto industry.

Demand for transport vehicles (passen-
ger cars, heavy commercial vehicles, three-
wheelers and two-wheelers) has dropped
by 12.3 per cent in the first quarter of FY
19/20 over the comparable quarter of the
previous year. This is the sharpest decline
since 2001. No one can make the claim that
this is entirely the result of government pol-
icy. There are deeper reasons particular to
the structure and dynamics of the industry
and every auto company will need to intro-

EKTAA MALIK

“BAAT BIGDI HAl iss qadar/ Dil hai toota,
toote hain hum/ Tere bin ab na lenge ek bhi
dum/ Tujhe kitna chaahein aur hum,” hums
Arijit Singh in Kabir Singh (2019), as the
eponymous character played by Shahid
Kapoor comes to terms with his heartbreak
— and the end of his “happily-ever-after”
dreams with his college girlfriend, Preeti
(Kiara Advani).

The film, a huge commercial success, was
panned by critics and a section of filmgoers
alike for its blatant misogyny. In the 172-
minute-long film, heartbreak is used as an
excuse for self-sabotaging behaviour, includ-
ing a suicide attempt. But Hindi film and
heartbreak have had a long, symbiotic rela-
tionship: Bollywood wields heartbreak as a
tool to justify toxic masculinity and gener-
ates yet another poster child — whoever is
the reigning A-list male star. But where are
the women and their heartbreak stories?
Aren’t they the other half who suffer when
a loving relationship comes apart at the
seams? So why don’t we see women crying
their hearts out on screen with abandon, or
beating up people or drinking themselves
silly? Or having a streak of lovers, as their
male counterparts in films do?

Women, more often than not, are the
perpetrators in a heartbreak. The song in
Kabir Singh uses the phrase “toote hain hum”
— broken — and also evokes the fatality of
the that emotion, with “Tere bin ab na lenge

Our administrative
apparatus is vertically
structured within siloed
compartments. Bureaucrats
have a narrow remit and few,
if any, have the mandate to
take a broad view in order to
evaluate the consequences of
their decisions on the system
as a whole. There is no
forum to enable and
facilitate interdisciplinary,
interdepartmental and
collaborative economic
decision-making. We do, of
course, have the Niti Aayog
and the PM’s Economic
Advisory Council (although
I must admit, I am not clear
on the latter’s mandate or
role). But the recent
exchanges suggest they do
not have the executive
authority to contextualise
sectoral initiatives within the
broader sweep of the macro
economy.
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WORDLY WISE
WE KNOW WHAT WE ARE, BUT NOT WHAT

WE MAY BE.
— WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

A forum that facilitates cohesive thinking on economy,
also has ears of political leadership, is urgently needed

spect hard on the specifics of the internal
changes it must implement to tide over its
current market problems. But, equally, no
one can argue that the industry has not been
impacted by government policy. The deci-
sion last year to increase the maximum load
carrying capacity of trucks knocked the bot-
tom out of the market for Heavy Commercial
Vehicles. Demand for this category has, since
that decision, fallen by around 20 per cent.
The generalised constriction on retail financ-
ing by banks has squeezed dealers out of
their working capital and dampened con-
sumer demand. Consumers could, at one
time, borrow upto 90 per cent of the cost of
avehicle. Now, they are fortunate to get even
65 per cent. Auto loans, incidentally, account
for barely 2.5 per cent of banks’ NPAs. The
tightening of safety norms or the fast for-
warding of the BSVI emission norms have
raised the cost structure and, consequently,
prices.

All of these decisions might make sense
on a standalone basis. But when considered
through the prism of their collective impact,
they acquire some rough edges. This is be-
cause the auto industry sits at the nub of the
manufacturing sector. It accounts for 49 per
cent of manufacturing GDP and, according
to the Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM), it supports, directly
and indirectly, 37 million jobs. The decline in
demand for its products has sent ripples,
therefore, across the macro economy. SIAM
has estimated that 5-7 per cent of those em-
ployed along the Auto Value Chain (original
equipment manufacturers, suppliers, ven-
dors) have lost their jobs and that all contract
hiring has stopped. It has also estimated that
GST collections from the auto sector during
the first six months of 2019 are Rs 6,000 crore
less than what was received by the finance
ministry during the first half of 2018.

I cite these figures not to make a case for
relief for the automobile industry —Iam a
director of Mahindra and Mahindra and do-
ing so might attract the criticism of conflict of
interest — but to substantiate the conse-
quences of lack of cohesion in economic
management. Itis also to make the point that
sectoral initiatives must be viewed through
the prism of the broader economy.

In November 2008, at the height of the
global financial crisis, Queen Elizabeth asked
anassemblage of economists gathered to cel-
ebrate the opening of an extension of the
London School of Economics, why none of
them had anticipated the crisis. The academ-
icsresponded by letter in July 2009. They cat-
alogued the macroeconomic, regulatory and
behavioural reasons for the crisis but they
also wrote that whilst “everyone seemed to
be doing their own job properly” and “on its
own merit”, there was no one who under-
stood the risks (of what they were doing) to
the system as a whole. There was no one who
saw the whole picture and who appreciated
that “whilst individual risks may rightly have
been small”, the collective impact of these
risks could well trigger a systemic collapse.

Our administrative apparatus is vertically
structured within silo-ed compartments.
Bureaucrats have a narrow remit and few, if
any, have the mandate to take a broad view
inorder to evaluate the consequences of their
decisions on the system as a whole. There is
no forum to enable and facilitate interdisci-
plinary, interdepartmental and collaborative
economic decision-making. We do, of
course, have the Niti Aayog and the PM’s
Economic Advisory Council (although Imust
admit, [am not clear on the latter’s mandate
or role). But the recent exchanges suggest
they do not have the executive authority to
contextualise sectoral initiatives within the
broader sweep of the macro economy. There
is a need to fill this lacuna.

Thisis certainly not the first call for an ad-
ministrative overhaul. Many reports have
been written on the subject and this article is
treading a well-trodden path. But, against
the backdrop of the current economic down-
turn, I am reminded of Rahm Emanuel’s
(chief of staff to President Obama in 2009)
exhortation to not waste a “serious crisis”
and to grab the “opportunity to do what
(one) could not do before”. The opportunity
now exists to dust off and implement the rec-
ommendations that call for a cohesive and
integrated platform for economic manage-
ment.

The writer is chairman & senior fellow,
Brookings India

DrvDAS IsSN'T A WOMAN

Aman’s heartbreak is celebrated on celluloid, a woman’s loss is hardly depicted
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A VOICE, UNDER 35

Hindi films and heartbreaks
have had a long, symbiotic
relationship: Bollywood
wields heartbreak as a tool to
justify toxic masculinity and
generates yet another poster
child — whoever is the
reigning A-list male star. But
where are the women and
their heartbreak stories?

ek bhi dum/ Tujhe kitna chaahein aur hum”.

In the 1975 film Amanush, Kishore
Kumar sings “Dil aisa kissi ne mera toda/
barbadi ki taraf aisa mora”. The next line
blames the heartbreak, and in turn the
heartbreaker, for turning a man into beast:
“Ek bhale manush ko amaanush banaa ke
chora.” In Munna Bhai M.B.B.S (2003), there
is a scene which shows a young adult male
explain his second suicide attempt: “Kyunki
ladki chhod ke gayi”. It results ina song and
dance routine with Sanjay Dutt flexing his
biceps.

Devdas — novelist Sarat Chandra
Chattopadhyay’s iconic character, and the
films that it has spawned — is a pop-culture
phenomenon. He is the patron saint of
Bollywood’s heartbroken. Actors K L Saigal,
Dilip Kumar, Shah Rukh Khan and Abhay
Deol have all seen considerable success in
their rendition of the alcoholic-heartbroken
lover. We never experience the agony of Paro,
separated from her childhood sweetheart:
We only see her later as the dutiful daugh-
ter-in-law of the household that she married
into.

There are some exceptions. Kajol cries in
the rain to “Tujhe yaad na meri aayi” in Kuch
Kuch Hota Hai (1998). Karisma Kapoor
dances in an envy-fuelled rage when she
sees Madhuri Dixit dancing on “her” stage
with “her” man (Shah Rukh Khan) in Dil To
Pagal Hai (1997). A salwar-kurta wearing

Kareena Kapoor, sans makeup, eats a bread-
and-jam sandwich in Jab We Met, as she nav-
igates a boyfriend-less life in Shimla. The
other template features the scorned and
spurned women, who are then relegated to
the scheming vamp trope — the woman
who will do anything to get “her man” back.
For example, films like Aaina (1993), Khal-
Naaikaa (1993) and Pukar (2000).

Butall these instances are reduced to one
song and one film, at best. We never hear
the gut-wrenching sobs that are a definitive
byproduct of heartbreak for women, as
much as they are for men. So  wonder why
we haven’t had a female version of Devdas?
Because crying women look “unattractive”
on screen? Or the thought of women, un-
kempt, polishing off tubs of ice-cream and
vodka seems unpalatable to the male popu-
lation at large?

Heartbreak can be debilitating.
Personally, | have had my share, and it took
anintense phase of what is popularly known
as TLC to get me back on my feet — in addi-
tion to an extreme hair-cut and a foreign trip.
[ know many women with similar stories.

So, let’s just enjoy the idea that one day,
an A-list female actor can get drunk sense-
less and rage against the world at large and
men in particular, for the entire length of a
movie. Now that’s a film I would watch.

ektaa.malik@expressindia.com
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JAMSHEDPUR RIOTS

THE JANATA PARTY blamed “vested inter-
ests,” including some political organisations,
for the recurrence of communal trouble in
parts of the country. The national executive
of the party passed a resolution deploring
the outbreak of communal violence in
Jamshedpur and elsewhere. The executive
felt that “in these disturbances there is the
hand of vested interests, including some po-
litical organisations, which would like to cre-
ate a fear psychosis among the minorities
with a view to securing their political sup-
port”. The party apprehended that as the
general elections approach “such forces may
become increasingly active.”

PAYMENT AGREEMENT

LEADERS OF VARIOUS workers’ organisa-
tions were reported to have agreed to the
postponement of the interest payable on
compulsory deposits in cash for another year.
A finance ministry announcement said that
the was meeting convened by the finance
minister, H N Bahuguna, with representa-
tives of nine trade union organisations “to
containinflation by restricting money supply
in the market”. Leaders of central workers’
organisations were stated to have agreed vol-
untarily to advise the workers to opt for re-
tention, for one more year, of the amount of
interest payable to them in cash as a part of
the instalment of compulsory deposits.

NO FREE PASS

THE GOLDEN PASS controversy involving the
railway minister, T A Pai, and the chief elec-
tion commissioner, has come at an unfortu-
nate time for the Janata (S) chairman, Raj
Narain. Narain will now not get the free travel
pass he is reported to have sought from Pai.
It is learnt that Narain wrote to the railway
minister eeking countrywide free travel facil-
ities for himself. Having already granted
Narain’s request for a pass for the Janata (S)
leader’s tantrik astrologer, there was little
likelihood of Pai refusing Narain a pass. Butin
view of the considerable embarrassment
caused to the involved parties, Pai is unlikely
to bestow a similar favour on Narain.
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Pakistan’s UN fantasy

Global community favours bilateral framework for India-Pak. But Pakistan refuses to see writing on wall

SUJAN R CHINOY

AFTER FAILING TO get the UN Security
Council (UNSC) to take formal notice of its
antics over Article 370 and the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), Pakistan has yet
again attempted to internationalise J&K by
writing to the president of the UNSC. It has
asked for “doubling the strength of the
United Nations Military Observer Group in
India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) Observers
and to persuade India to allow them to pa-
trol on its side of the Line of Control (LoC) as
well”.In the letter, Pakistan Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi further requested
the UNSC to consider “all possible avenues
available under the UN Charter to fulfil its
responsibility of maintaining peace in the
region”.

Pakistan knows that India totally rejects
third-party involvement. Barring a few aber-
rant acolytes of Pakistan, the global commu-
nity, including the US, has openly favoured
the bilateral framework to address all the is-
sues between India and Pakistan. Yet,
Pakistan clings on to the idea of third-party
mediation or a UN role in order to create a
false alibi for continuing with the use of ter-
rorism as an instrument to wage a low-in-
tensity war against India. Pakistan has sought
UN mediation despite being bound by the
principle of bilateralism under the 1972
Simla Agreement.

UN resolutions have proved ineffective in
the past in getting Pakistan to withdraw its
occupying forces from Jammu and Kashmir,
as wasrequired under the UN Resolutions of
April 21 and August 13, 1948, which have
since been overtaken by the bilateral Simla
Agreement and the Lahore Declaration
of 1999.

This has not prevented a desperate

VIiEwW FROM THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD

THE KASHMIR CATALYST

WHILE DAWN THIS week has brought into
focus a variety of issues beyond Kashmir —
from Pakistan’s political scenario to the econ-
omy and climate change challenges — The
Express Tribune has maintained a somewhat
jingoistic stance. Some of its contributors
have invoked Nazi Germany in polemical at-
tacks on India, while others have called fora
muscular, military response to the change in
Jammu and Kashmir’s status.

Dr Moonis Ahmar, in his column in The
Express Tribune on August 30, has taken an
alarmist position on “India’s ethnic cleans-
ing" in Kashmir. After talking of rape, mur-
der and other heinous crimes to make a
polemical point, Ahmar “warns” India on not
learning the lessons of history: “The Indian
state has failed to learn lessons from the pol-
icy of genocide and ethnic cleansing which
was pursued in the past by militaries in dif-
ferent parts of the world. India must under-
stand the lesson of the history that despite
its 800,000-strong armed force, it will not be
able to crush the nine million Kashmiri
Muslims who are facing the worst humani-
tarian crisis in the form of curfews, commu-
nication lockdown and shortage of essential
commodities, including medicines.”

For Ahmar, the Indian policy has three as-
pects. First, “to humiliate and degrade

Pakistan from turning its attention to UN-
MOGIP, another redundant vestige of the
past, long overtaken by the bilateral process
agreed to under the Simla Agreement. Its
genesis can be traced to the UN Commission
for India & Pakistan (UNCIP), which was set
up through UNSCR 39 on January 20, 1948.

By way of background, UNSCR 47 of April
21,1948 and the UNCIP Resolution of August
13, 1948, provided the basis for the
UNMOGIP’s establishment. The ceasefire
was bilaterally agreed to by India and
Pakistan on January 1, 1949, one day before
the UNCIP Military Adviser reached the mis-
sion area. The first of the UN military ob-
servers arrived there only on January
24,1949.

Asoutlined in para 3 of the UNSG’s Report
S/6651 of September 3, 1965, UNMOGIP’s
role was very limited, confined to observa-
tion of the Cease Fire Line (CFL) and moni-
toring of violations, if any. The limited man-
date was related to the CFL and the Karachi
Ceasefire Agreement of July 27, 1949, from
which it flowed, both of which ceased to be
operative when Pakistan committed aggres-
sion against India on December 3, 1971 and
declared a state of war against India the fol-
lowing day. The UNMOGIP’s mandate lapsed
as a result, and did not legally extend to the
LoC, a materially different line which came
into being on December 17, 1971, following
India’s unilateral declaration of a ceasefire,
later accepted by Pakistan. The Simla
Agreement, which superceded all previous
agreements and committed both sides to a
bilateral framework, delivered the coup
de grace with regard to UNMOGIP’s
locus standi.

The UNMOGIP’s limited mandate renders
it incapable of monitoring the terrorist
havens on the Pakistani side of the LoC or
preventing cross-border infiltration. Noris it
capable of preventing the frequent ceasefire
violations.

The Indian side has not lodged any com-
plaint over the ceasefire violations by
Pakistan since January 1972, which further
buttresses India’s standpoint on the UN-
MOGIP and denies it any role. Pakistan con-
tinues to lodge “complaints about ceasefire

Pakistan knows that India
totally rejects third-party
involvement. Barring a few
aberrant acolytes of
Pakistan, the global
community, including the
US, has openly favoured the
bilateral framework to
address all the issues
between India and Pakistan.
Yet, Pakistan clings on to the
idea of third-party mediation
or a UN role in order to
create a false alibi for
continuing with the use of
terrorism as an instrument
to wage a low-intensity war
against India.

violations by India” with the UNMOGIP,
which issues reports containing the unilat-
eral “complaints” made by Pakistan. This is
yet another example of obfuscation by
Pakistan of facts relating to Jammu
and Kashmir.

In recent years, the Government of India
(Gol) has taken the right steps vis-a-vis the
UNMOGIP. In response to a question in
Parliament on August 13, 2014, the then
Minister of State for External Affairs, V K
Singh, stated that the UNMOGIP was man-
dated to supervise the CFLestablished in July
1949 under the agreement between military
representatives of India and Pakistan, and
that with the signing of the Simla Agreement
and the establishment of the LoC, its role had
become redundant, and further, that it had
“outlived its relevance”. The Gol has taken
various steps asking the UNMOGIP to vacate
government properties in India, which had
been provided free of charge until then.
Action has also been taken to monetise var-
ious other facilities that were earlier being
provided free of cost to the UNMOGIP.

Given President Donald Trump’s strong
criticism of the performance of the UN and
his lamenting the fact that the US provides
one-fourth of its budget, it is worth noting
that the US alone contributes $4.3 million,
the lion’s share, of the UNMOGIP’s annual
budget of $19.7 million.

These funds could be better utilised to
achieve Sustainable Development Goals in
developing countries, including for the long-
suffering people of Pakistan, who have yet to
realise their true potential as a result of the
appalling policies and abysmally poor track
record of successive Pakistani governments
and military rulers. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has, on many occasions, driven home
the point that eradication of poverty and eco-
nomic development are the primary and
common challenges confronting both coun-
tries and that both countries should work to-
gether for the welfare of their peoples.

The writer, a former Indian Ambassador with

extensive experience on UN and national
security issues, is director general of Institute
for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi

A weekly look at the public conversations shaping ideas beyond borders — in the
Subcontinent. Curated by Aakash Joshi

Kashmiri Muslims”. To substantiate this
point, he uses as fodder the ill-informed
statements by leaders of the BJP and Sangh
Parivar claiming that Indian men can marry
Kashmiri women, assault them, etc. Second,
he acknowledges that there are people in
India who are standing up against the gov-
ernment’s moves in Kashmir and as such, the
jailing of leaders in Kashmir, stifling of dis-
sent within the Indian heartland is an exten-
sion of the government’s ideological posi-
tion. Third, Ahmar calls for Pakistan to
intervene: “in a situation when the Kashmiri
Muslims under the Indian occupation are
facing the worst kind of human rights’ viola-
tions, it is high time for Pakistan to practi-
cally support them.”

The editorial in The Express Tribune on
August 31 expresses its admiration for the
Pakistanis who showed up on the streets in
“solidarity” with the people of Kashmir:
“Tens of thousands of Pakistanis yesterday
poured onto the streets in almost all big and
small cities and towns of the country in a
government-led demonstration of solidar-
ity with the Kashmiris who have refused to
accept New Delhi’s illegal annexation of their
abode on August 5.”

The editorial asks citizens of Pakistan “to
keep the Kashmir issue burning”.

The implication to be drawn from both
the article and editorial is obvious. Kashmir

is becoming a way to whip up nationalists
sentiments in Pakistan, too.

ISLAND’S DILEMMA

Jayanath Colombage, a former Navy chief of
Sri Lanka and strategic analyst has an article
in The Daily Mirror taking off from a seminar
on the Indian Ocean littoral and its strategic,
environmental and economic potential.
He cites the speeches from analysts across
the region.

According to Colombage, Sri Lanka can
“shape the Indian Ocean environment”. But
the strategic dilemma comes from being a
small economy which can only leverage its
strategic position and geography to meetits
development goals: “World Bank Group re-
leased a report in 2018 stating that 50% of
world infrastructure needs are in Asia. The
same report indicated that Asia needs USD
460 Billion from 2016-2030 to develop infra-
structure.Where can this many come from?
Canit be from traditional donors, self-financ-
ing, own banks or multi-lateral lending? The
answer is no. It has to be FDI. But it is not
coming. FDI to Sri Lanka is 1.2% of GDP in
2018... We are unable to make decisions
based on economics.We have or we are com-
pelled to undertake strategic balancing.”

For India, which is in competition with
China in Sri Lanka as well as vying to be a

power in Indian Ocean, the concerns of its is-
land neighbour are worth paying attention to.

ARUNDHATI'S MISTAKE

The August 28 editorial in The Dhaka Tribune
attacks Arundhati Roy for defending Pakistan
with falsehoods. However, the editorial
made an error (whichit later corrected): The
statement it said was “recent” was actually
made by Roy in 2011. Nonetheless, her de-
fence of Pakistan has many in Bangladesh
upset. The editorial reads: “The Indian au-
thor said:“The State of Pakistan has not de-
ployed the army against its own people in
the way that the democratic Indian state
has.” We cannot agree with this statement,
which at best is incorrect and at worst looks
like an attempt to whitewash the sins of the
Pakistan army.”

The editorial further responds: “To this
day, Pakistan refuses to acknowledge the
atrocities committed against our people in
1971 — crimes which included murder, tor-
ture, rape, and looting. Thatis why it is all the
more inexcusable that a writer and activist
of the stature and reputation of Arundhati
Roy would make a blatantly false statement
that aligns perfectly with Pakistan’s own de-
nials of its crimes.”

The editorial has asked that Roy not di-
minish the Bangladesh freedom struggle.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“President Bolsonaro should assure world leaders he’ll use aid to protect the

ecological wonder (the Amazon) from fires.”

— THE WASHINGTON POST

The tarmers’
finance minister

Arun Jaitley hoped to transform agri-markets,
subsidy structures. Implementing these ideas
would be a fitting tribute to him

BY ASHOK GULATI

THERE HAVE been several obituaries of
Arun Jaitley. Most focus on his contribution
to the BJP as a political strategist, or to the
nation through GST-type reforms, or as per-
sonal friend, including by those occupying
the opposition benches in Parliament. But
I have not read anything about how he con-
tributed to agriculture policies. And that’s
what I want to focus on.

Before I venture into this less-known
aspect of Jaitley’s contribution, let me say
that we both studied together at the Shri
Ram College of Commerce (SRCC), in the
same batch (1970-73), with Arun in com-
merce and me in economics honours. After
SRCC, he wentonto do adegree inlaw and
[ pursued economics in Delhi School of
Economics. But I did watch his rise in poli-
tics and public affairs from his Delhi
University Student Union (DUSU) president
days to being imprisoned during
Emergency, and then later being the
crowd-puller for Atal Bihari Vajpayee dur-
ing his election campaigns. Like Arun, I too
had the privilege to work with Vajpayee ji
when he became prime minister in 1998.
But my interaction with Arun on issues re-
lated to agriculture started more when he
became finance minister in the Narendra
Modi government in 2014.

In 2015, at Rashtrapati Bhavan, I hap-
pened to be one of those Padma awardees.
Immediately after the ceremony, Jaitley,
who was sitting in the front row, came to
congratulate me and then said, “Ashok, I
read your piece ‘Lead from the Centre’ to-
dayin The Indian Express,and what you are
saying, that we need to invest much more
inirrigation, makes a lot of sense to me, es-
pecially when India is facing occasional
droughts. I think we candoit.” I thought his
words were a normal gesture on such an
occasion. But I was pleasantly surprised
when [ found him announcing a special
scheme for a “Long Term Irrigation Fund” of
Rs 40,000 crore through NABARD in his
next budget speech. The scheme helped
many languishing major and medium irri-
gation projects to move somewhat faster
towards completion. He was a silent doer
with regard to many such schemes.

On another occasion, Iwas called to give
a presentation to him and his key advisors
in the Ministry of Finance on revamping
the crop insurance scheme in the wake of
the back-to-back droughts of 2014 and
2015. He listened attentively and then
asked how much extra it will cost. And my
curt reply was that the central government
was already giving away to states about Rs
6,000-7,000 crore per annum through the
PM'’s Disaster Relief Fund. The modalities
adopted in compensation were not very
scientific. Butif you go for a proper cropin-

surance system (I suggested it be weather-
based with high-tech automatic weather
stations installed all over the country), it
may cost the Centre a bit more — say an-
other Rs 5,000-7,000 crore, but it can be
made more science based. His immediate
response was, “This is doable”. After that
presentation, what I heard was an an-
nouncement by the prime minister about
the revamped PM'’s Fasal Bima Yojana on
Baisakhiday as a gift to Indian farmers. Itis
still going through teething problems as,
instead of being weather based, it was
rolled out on crop cutting experiments,
which can be manipulated through the
patwari system.

But the biggest agri-idea that came
from Jaitley, and many heard it during the
last year or so on various occasions, was
when he said that the highest pay-off from
economic reforms, after the GST reform, is
to come from agriculture. He knew that
agriculture is a state subject, and if one has
to reform agri-markets by amending
Essential Commodities Act and APMC Act,
engaging states in “cooperative federalism”
would be essential. He spoke about this
ideaq, loud and clear, at one of the founda-
tion day functions of NABARD. He was also
clear that the push for such areform has to
come from the Centre. In fact, he even
asked NABARD to initiate some spade work
in this direction.

Similarly, if one has to undertake any
tenancy reforms with a view to open up
land lease markets, the blueprint has to be
of something like the GST council, involv-
ing both the states and the Centre.

The other big agri-idea with which
Jaitley concurred was to gradually trans-
form various subsidies in the agri-food
space to cash transfers directly into the ac-
counts of beneficiaries. He said this while
releasing one of my books, Supporting
Indian Farms the Smart way, in 2018. The
book was based on two years of in-depth
research on how different agri-policies im-
pact Indian farmers, agriculture, food se-
curity, natural resources, especially water
and soil, etc. The central message was that
Indian agricultural policies have an inher-
ent consumer bias, and that input subsi-
dies related to fertilisers, power, irrigation,
interest subvention, etc do not promote ef-
ficiency in their use. Instead, they are creat-
ing several environmental problems like
groundwater depletion. The best way for-
ward would be to give these subsidies di-
rectly to beneficiaries in cash and free up
the highly subsidised prices of fertilisers,
power etc. He echoed this in his speech and
said that this is surely a “smarter” way to
help our farmers.

Itis sad that Arun Jaitley’s health dete-
riorated so quickly and he is no longer with
us. The best tribute to such a personality is
to implement his ideas fully, in good faith.
Can the Modi government create a GST-
type council for agriculture reforms and re-
alise his wishes by implementing agri-mar-
keting reforms and transferring agri-input
subsidies directly to beneficiaries’ accounts
through Aadhaar? That would be the most
meaningful tribute to Arun Jaitley.

Gulati is Infosys Chair Professor for
Agriculture at ICRIER

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

VERDICT REVISITED

THISREFERS TO the article, ‘The darkest
hour’ (IE, August 29). Along with Justice
Chandrachud and Justice Beg, Justice
Bhagwati was one of the judges in-
volved in the ADM Jabalpur judgment.
Thirty four year after that verdict, Justice
Bhagwati confessed that he had made
a mistake in concurring with the ma-
jority view. The lone dissenter Justice
Khanna was not elevated to the post of
CJI. However, he was made chairman of
the Eighth Law Commission.
Ashwinkumar N Karia via e-mail

TIGERS AND HUMANS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Fewer hu-
man sightings’ (IE, August 30).It’s heart-
ening to know that India’s wild tiger
population has increased by more than
30 per centin fouryears. But the figures
should be treated with some caution as
the rise may indicate better counting
procedures because this comprehen-
sive survey is based on information col-
lected by wildlife officials across
380,000 sq km of land and on the basis
of data collected from almost 350,000
images taken by 26,000 camera traps
inknown tiger habitats. The census may
suggest more tigers are breeding in pro-
tected areas but there were worrying
signs of tigers not able to safely disperse.
If we want our numbers to be stable
tigers need to disperse.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

LETTER OF THE
WEEK AWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.
Letter writers should
mention their postal
address and phone number.

THE WINNER RECEIVES
SELECT EXPRESS
PUBLICATIONS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Fewer hu-
man sightings’ (IE, August 30). Merely
talking about an increase in the tiger
population is not just enough. There
are many ecological disturbances the
world over. The Amazon rainforest fire
is one such. Humans should stop
encroaching into the world of wildlife
and learn to give spaces to species to
survive.

Gracy Singh, Delhi
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BRIDGING THE DIVIDE BETWEEN SPORTS AND STUDIES

Sports Authority of India begins to
bring the classroom to the playground

The Indian government will provide tuitions in English, maths and science at national training centres

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER

IT'S BEEN a long-held myth in the country
that sports and studies can’t go hand in hand.
There are countless stories of athletes having
to give up on education to pursue sport atan
elite level. In a new initiative, the Union sports
ministry hopes it won't be a case of “either/or”
between sports and studies henceforth.

The government has implemented a new
policy, under which all school-going athletes
who join national training centres will be
provided tuition in mathematics, science and
English. Additionally, it is set to roll out an-
other initiative next month wherein it will
tie up with residential schools that have
sporting facilities.

Sports secretary Radheyshyam Julaniya
said they chose English, science and maths
as the three subjects because they are tough
for children to learn by themselves. “These
are a few subjects that the children can’t
study without anyone’s help and it’s one of
the reasons that hamper their education.
Evenin the normal course, children and par-
ents find these three subjects challenging. So
if they get tutored in these subjects, their ac-
ademic performance will improve consider-
ably,” Julaniya said.

Every junior athlete who trains at a Sports
Authority of India (SAI) centre will be eligible
for this scheme. According to the minutes of
the meetings that the ministry held with all
sports federations, the upper ceiling for re-
muneration to a tutor would be Rs 15,000
per month. The federations, who select ath-
letes for the national camps, will be respon-
sible to appoint tutors.

“Whenever duration of camp in the sum-
mer season is more than 90 days and during
the non-summer season more than 45 days
subject-wise tuition for English, science and
mathematics would be arranged by the (re-
spective federation) or SAIL” the minutes of
the meeting read.

On an average, junior athletes join an SAI
academy at the age of 13 or 14. Consequently,
they are forced to leave schooling mid-way or
join an open school from where they com-
plete their basic education. However, due to
their practice schedule, they are barely able to
attend lectures or appear for exams on time.

There have been numerous occasions
where athletes have been unable to com-
plete their studies because of sporting com-
mitments. Shooter Saurabh Chaudhary

FrROM STATES
REFORMS TRACKER

GUJARAT
HC opens centres for

thevulnerable

THE GUJARAT High Court has
opened the Vulnerable Witness
Deposition Centres (VWDC) in the
district courts of Surat and Bharuch
on Saturday. The VWDC - a separate
room where vulnerable witnesses
can depose - is especially aimed at
child witnesses and victims of sex-
ual offences. Especially designed
while keeping in mind the psycho-
logical needs of victims, these cen-
tres will have a court hall attached
to a waiting room with pantry, toys
and TV. These deposition rooms will
be equipped with the latest technol-
ogy of audio-video linkage by using
Internet Protocol (IP) address spe-
cific camera-based CCTV.

UTTAR PRADESH
Incentives to boost

investments, jobs

STATE’S INDUSTRIAL development
minister has announced that the gov-
ernment will be providing a 25 per
cent rebate on land to attract busi-
nesses toinvest in the defence indus-
tries corridor that has been planned
over six districts. The government will
also provide electricity at a cheaper
rate. The move is expected to create
as many as 2,50,000 jobs.

BIHAR
Sand mining made

more transparent

THE STATE government has an-
nounced a reform of its mining pol-
icy. According to the new template,
sand mining firms would not be al-
lowed to mine on more than two
ghats or over than an area of 200
hectares, whichever is less.
According to the Sanjay Kumar, who
is the Principal Secretary in the
Cabinet department, the move is
aimed at breaking the monopoly of
the sand mining mafia. The decision
is expected to bring about trans-
parency in the marketing of sand in
the state

Under a new programme, school-going athletes in SAl facilities will be assisted to complete their education. Abhinav Saha

skipped his Class X exams last year to pre-
pare for the World Cup in New Delhi. Before
that, golfer Shubhankar Sharma had to
choose between his BA Political Science ex-
ams, which were to be conducted by Delhi
University’s School of Open Learning, and
prestigious PGA Tour events. He eventually
chose the latter.

Julaniya said having proper education
would assist an athlete’s on-field perform-
ance. “Both (sports and studies) can go hand
in hand. Both must go hand in hand. If you
are physically fit and active, then you are
mentally alert. No sportspersons excels at in-
ternational level till he is very sharp in his ob-
servations and reactions. That is what educa-
tion helps them with,” Julaniya said.

Wrestling Federation of India secretary V
N Prasood welcomed the move and said it
would immensely benefit the wrestlers. “A
lot of wrestlers leave their schools when they
join an akhara. Lack of education has been a
major reason for them being low at confi-
dence at times. If they are even decently-ed-
ucated, it willimprove their personality and
prepare them for life after wrestling,”
Prasood said.

He added that learning English would be

crucial as it would help them in their bouts.
“If they have to challenge a referee’s call, they
will be able to do that in a better and more
articulate way. It also helps in your interac-
tions with the other wrestlers,” Prasood said.

A couple of years ago, London Olympics
bronze medalist Yogeshwar Dutt had con-
sidered introducing Russian language course
at his academy in Bali, Haryana. That plan
hasn’t materialised yet as there were few tak-
ers. Asked if he expects similar practical dif-
ficulties in implementing this scheme,
Julaniya said: “No, I do not foresee any prac-
tical difficulties. In fact, we are now ap-
proaching residential schools that have
sporting facilities so that the students can
stay on campus, continue studying and also
practice their sport.”

He added: “We have a proposal from a
school in Chennai, who said they can accom-
modate 200-300 sportspersons. There’s also
auniversity in Amritsar where there is exist-
ing infrastructure and a tie-up with a na-
tional open school. We are working on a pol-
icy and hope toroll it out next month. We are
working out ways where sports and studies
will complement each other rather than be
at conflict.”

How educating
athletes helps

THE UNION sports ministry’s deci-
sion to help India’s young sportsper-
sons continue their education even
as they compete in sports will help
in multiple ways. For one, education
is essential for their well-rounded
development and makes them more
aware and alert in their chosen
sport. It also provides them with a
sense of security and helps them
deal with the low phases in their ca-
reer. Lastly, it also prepares them for
life and an alternate career after
their sporting career is over.

Street lights to school results mapped by
Gujarat Chief Minister’s dashboard

ESHAROY
GANDHINAGAR, SEPTEMBER1

ON THE first floor of the Gujarat Chief
Minister’s Office in Gandhinagar, 10 data an-
alysts are hard at work, analysing data gath-
ered from across the state. At one end of the
roomis alarge screen that stretches acrossits
farthest wall. The screen is sectioned into 20
broad categories across 26 state government
departments and contains granular details re-
lated to the various schemes. This is CM Vijay
Rupani’s pet project - his dashboard. Every
once in a while, sometimes once a week,
sometimes twice, Rupani come into the room
to check up on the ground realities in real-time
and take corrective action if need be.

For instance, across Gujarat’s 129 urban
local bodies, there are 6,13,822 LED street-
lights. Out of these, 2,143 streetlights are
switched on even thoughitis 11 am. In Surat
alone, there are 303 lights on during the day.
For example, the streetlight at Lal Darwaza

CM Rupani uses the dashboard to
check the ground reality. Twitter

in Anand Nagar Colony in Surat. A phone call
is made and it is found that the streetlight is
undergoing maintenance.

Rupani tells The Indian Express.
“Governance would be so much more effi-
cientif we had real-time data. Because of the
dashboard, if you ask me what the situation
inany sector is in any district, I can tell you, “

INCENTIVISING RURAL DEVELOPMENT

How Haryana’s Rainbow scheme is transforming its villages

VARINDER BHATIA
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER1

CHHATTAN, A small village on the outskirts
of Shahzadpur Tehsil in Ambala district of
Haryana, around 46 km from state capital
Chandigarh, is transforming at a great pace.
From a village’s own garbage disposal plant
to a herbal park, a two-acre playground for
children, a well-maintained drainage system,
door-to-door garbage collection system, Atal
Sewa Kendra and many other facilities, the
village depicts picture of an upcoming small
township - all thanks to Haryana govern-
ment’s “7-Star Rainbow scheme” launched
on January 26, 2018.

Based on seven social parameters, each al-
located a different colour star, the villages are
analysed on their performance and given star-
ratings. A pink star is for “sex-ratio”, blue for
“education and zero school dropouts till class
8th “, white for “hygiene and serenity”, orange
for “peace and harmony”, green for “environ-
ment preservation”, golden for “good gover-

he says. With the ready availability of data it
provides, the dashboard enables his team to
devise schemes which are in sync with the
ground realities. It also helps his government
handle a crisis immediately.

The dashboard provides the granular de-
tails of every department. For instance, he
says, “in last year’s Class XII exams, the gov-
ernment had the performance records of
each student in each school of the state. We
found, much to our surprise, that there were
eight schools which had a zero per cent pass-
ing rate. We decided to focus on these schools
and took immediate redressal measures. In
this year’s examinations the pass percentage
of these schools is at 40 per cent,” says Rupani.

The dashboard was set up last year and
Hitesh Gohil, who heads the command unit,
callsita ‘single window platform’ that brings
all departments together. “We gather infor-
mation from 600 points across the state right
now and look at 458 parameters - but this
will go up to 3,000 parameters over the next
few years,” he assures.

MORE AND MORE PANCHAYATS ARE IMPROVING ACROSS
SOCIAL PARAMETERS AND PICKING UP ‘STARS’

STAR CATEGORIES

Pink (Sex-Ratio)

Blue (Education & school dropout)
White (Hygiene and Sanitation)
Orange (Peace and Harmony)
Green (Environment Preservation)
Golden (Good Governance)

Silver (Social Participation)

nance” and silver for “social participation”.
Chhattan is among the 20 villages (gram
panchayats or GPs) of Haryana that have
been rated “6-star” for the year 2019-20.
Others that have achieved 6-star ratings
include Badhra and Baund of Charkhi Dadri
district, Wazirpur in Gurugram district,

2018-19 2019-20
109 465
573 3604

18 240
1077 2312
81 1108
12 203
90 103

Bahbalpur in Hisar, Malikpur in Jhajjar,
Habatpur, Budha Khera Lather and Nepewala
inJind, Gharrot, Jainpur, Janacholi and Nangla
Bhiku in Palwal, Jhattipur in Panipat, Berli
Kalan and Khera Alampur in Rewari, Kahnaur
and Bhainsru Kalan in Rohtak, Mamerkhera
in Sirsa and Khurdban in Yamunanagar.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘Providing a basic

Income not

just about

social justice; it is
about efficiency also’

OVERTHE past few years, an increasing num-
ber of countries have witnessed a demand
for basic income. India too has been evalu-
ating the possibility of such a disbursal. The
push for this idea comes from both the eco-
nomic right and the economic left. UDIT
MISRA catches up with PHILIPPE VAN PARIJS,
professor at the Faculty of Economic, Social
and Political Sciences of the University of
Louvain and the author of Basic Income, to
understand what is driving the demand for
abasicincome.

You have written abook titled Basic
Income. This is an old idea that has
gained a lot of popularity in the recent
past. Why is that so? What are the
origins of thisidea?

Yes, like so many ideas, basic income too
had many discoverers. It was Thomas Paine
who first proposed something like a basic in-
come — it was rather a basicendowment for
every young person. Then there was a basic
pension from age 50 onwards. But it was uni-
versal and unconditional. Then his idea es-
sentially disappeared. The first real debate
about it came from the Left — essentially in
the Labour Party circles in England, but
shortly after the First World War, it was dis-
carded after the publication of the Beveridge
report. Next, the discussion started in the US,
often under the name of a negative income
tax. Itsmost articulate advocates in the form
of areal universal basic income were people
on the Left of the Democratic Party - John
Kenneth Galbraith and US presidential hope-
ful (in 1972) George McGovern.

The idea again emerged in Western
Europe in the mid-1980s. And the current
debate is a continuation of this last thread.
From being supported by a small group of
Nobel winners, today it is being discussed
worldwide including by presidential candi-
dates in different countries such as the US
and France.

Are rising inequalities responsible for
this idea becoming popular today?

Well, I think the reason for its popularity
varies from place to place. In the US and
Western Europe, it’s linked to the disappear-
ing of jobs, thanks to the spread of globalisa-
tion and the use of technology. The standard
recipe for unemployment is growth. But, of
course, we have realised that there are some
problems with growth - for instance, the en-
vironmental limits to growth. So there is a
demand for an alternative. This is the key rea-

Anil Sharma

THE

PoLicy INTERVIEW
PHILIPPE VAN PARIJS

Professor, Faculty of Economic, Social and
Political Sciences of the University of Louvain

son for its current popularity.

Some say focus on providing product
subsidies. Others argue drop all
subsidies and simply give cash directly.
Where do you stand?

My position is intermediate. I'm certainly
not arguing in favour of replacing the univer-
sal access to childcare, let alone universal ac-
cess to education by a basic income. I'm not
saying give cash instead of providing these
services. I believe that the most plausible pro-
posal is a moderate variant that has been put
forward by people like my old friend, Pranab
Bardhan. He says those subsidies that go to the
middle class and the rich should be scrapped.

Does a basic income make people lazy
and push up labour costs?

The first thing is to understand that com-
pared to handouts targeted at the poor, basic
income has an anti-laziness dimension.
That'’s because it is not something that will
be taken away once you start an activity; the
basic income would stay with you. True,
some people may wait a little bit before tak-
ing a job but instead of being forced to work,
this is preferable. Once you've admitted that
poverty is not just about social justice but
also a problem of efficiency. Having a large
part of the population that is hungry or
stressed by one thing or the other is not de-
sirable. Fighting poverty is also an invest-
ment in the human capital of the country.

IN NUMBERS
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Last year, when the scheme was intro-
duced, out of a total 6,204 GPs in Haryana,
only 1,122 (18 per cent) had achieved star-rat-
ings. However, the initiative got a tremendous
boost this year with 3,930 GPs achieving star-
ratings. Several villages have also shown
tremendous improvement - for instance,
Chhattan received just “1-star” rating last
year, but today has a “6-star” rating this year.

“We were determined to improve our
score this time... am sure we are going to get
7-stars next year”, says Meena Rani, the vil-
lage head. Her husband, Satish Kumar,
proudly lists out the achievements:
“Chhattan village has around 150 well-built
houses ... All the children in the village go to
school and there is a zero-dropout rate this
year. There are more daughters than sons in
our village. There is almost zero crime rate.
We are also soon going to have CCTVs and
solar lights. The work is already on. We have
used panchayat land to create a herbal park
and also constructed a playground for chil-
dren”. The village, which is 100 per cent Open
Defecation Free, is also constructing four

Source:IMD, Ministry of Agriculture, CRISIL

washrooms and two bathing areas oniits out-
skirts for the labourers, who come to the vil-
lage for construction work.

“The idea behind this scheme is to gener-
ate positive and healthy competition among
the Panchayats. Another important aspect is
thatitencompasses all aspects of rural devel-
opment, not just infrastructure but also socio-
economic development... Basically, itencom-
passes holisticdevelopment of the area”, said
Sudhir Rajpal, Principal Secretary, Department
of Development and Panchayats, Haryana.
Haryana government has also included an-
other parameter of digital literacy under
Education’s head from this year onwards.

Besides getting a tag of a 6-star rated vil-
lage, a GP is also awarded Rs 1 lakh for each
parameter. An additional Rs 50,000 is
awarded to GPs that have achieved equal or
more girl population as compared to boys
and Swachhta (cleanliness). Besides that GPs
achieving 6-star to 4-star are entitled to re-
ceive additional funds. The government gives
Rs 20 lakh to a 6-star GPs, Rs 15 lakhs to 5-
Star one and Rs 10 lakh to a 4-Star rated GP.
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Shireen Mathews

USA

Trump picks
US-Indianfor
powerful federal
judgeship

Washington: President
Donald Trump has nomi-
nated prominent Indian-
American attorney
Shireen Mathews as a
judge of the US District
Court for the Southern
District of California. If con-
firmed, Matthews will be
the first Asian Pacific
American womanand first
Indian-American to serve
as an Article III federal
judge in the Southern
District, National Asian
Pacific American Bar
Association said. Article Ill
judges “hold their office
during good behaviour”,
which means they have a
lifetime appointment, ex-
cept under very limited
circumstances.

ISRAEL

Army: multiple
targets hit by fire
from Lebanon

Jerusalem: The Israeli mil-

itary on Sunday said that
Lebanese militants fired
a barrage of anti-tank
missiles at an Israeli
Army base, scoring a
number of direct hits on
Israeli targets. Israel re-
sponded with heavy ar-
tillery fire toward targets
insouthern Lebanon. The
sudden burst of violence
raised the prospect of a
wider round of fighting
between Israel and the
Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah. The bitter en-
emies, which fought a
monthlong war in 2006
thatended in a stalemate,
have appearedtobeona
collision course in recent
weeks.

BANGLADESH
2 copsinjuredin
|ISattackon

ministerin Dhaka

Dhaka: ABangladesh min-
ister escaped an assassina-
tion bid when a blast car-
ried out by the Islamic
State militants missed his
car and hit his security
team, injuring two police-
menin Dhaka, a mediare-
port said on Sunday. The
bomb was thrown from
the footbridge at the
Science Lab intersection
on Saturday night when
Local Government, Rural
Development and Co-op-
eratives minister Tazul
Islam was passing
through the area, the Daily
Star reported, quoting po-
lice police and eyewit-
nesses. The minister was
unhurt in the attack.

MEANWHILE
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PorE GETS STUCK IN LIFT, FREED BY FIREMEN

Pope Francis said he was late to his weekly Angelus prayer because he had been stuck ina
Vatican elevator and had to be freed by firemen. “I was trapped in a lift for 25 minutes, there
was a power outage but then the firemen came,” the 82-year-old pontift told crowds of faithful
patiently waiting for him to appear at his study window overlooking Saint Peter’s Square.

US says deal with Talibanis near as
fighting intensifies in Afghanistan

Day after attack on Kunduz, Taliban fighters launch assault on Afghan troops in Pul-e Khumri city

ABDUL QADIR SEDIQI
KABUL, SEPTEMBER

US AND Taliban negotiators are
close to a deal that would open
the way for peace in Afghanistan,
a top US official said on Sunday,
as the insurgents followed their
weekend assault on the strate-
gic centre of Kunduz by attack-
ing a second northern city.

Zalmay Khalilzad, the
Afghan-born US diplomat over-
seeing negotiations for
Washington, said he would
travel to the Afghan capital of
Kabul on Sunday for consulta-
tions after wrapping up the
ninth round of talks with Taliban
officials in Qatar.

“We are at the threshold of an
agreement that will reduce vio-
lence and open the door for
Afghans to sit together to nego-
tiate an honourable and sustain-
able peace and a unified, sover-
eign Afghanistan that does not

Apart of astreetin Odessa,
Texas, was cordened off. AP

7 killed after

man goes on
shooting spree
in west Texas

REUTERS
DENVER, WASHINGTON
SEPTEMBERT

THE DEATH toll in Saturday’s
gun rampage in West Texas rose
to seven on Sunday, local media
reported, and police said they
would hold a news conference
later after the second mass
shooting torock the state in less
than a month.

Police had earlier said five
people, including the gunman,
were killed in the shooting that
began with a traffic stop and
ended when the suspect was
cornered by officers in the park-
ing lot of a cinema complex in
Odessa, Texas.

Authorities have not named
the victims or the gunman, but
said on Saturday that he was a
white male in his 30s who was
known to police. They said 21
people were wounded.

Among them was a 17-
month-old girl, Anderson Davis,
who was shotin the face, accord-
ing to an online fundraising cam-
paign set up by her family.

Three police officers were
shot and wounded — one from
Midland, one from Odessaand a
Department of Public Safety
state trooper - and were listed in
stable condition.

The rampage came after a
gunman killed 22 people in an-
other Saturday shooting on Aug.
3 at a Walmart store about 410
km west of Midland in the city of
El Paso, Texas.

US President Donald Trump
called the Odessa-Midland
shooter “a very sick person”.

Afghan security forces take position during a battle with the
Taliban in Kunduz, Afghanistan, on Sunday. Reuters

threaten the United States, its al-
lies, or any other country,” he
said in a Twitter post.

The comment came as
Taliban fighters attacked Pul-e
Khumri, in the northern province
of Baghlan, just a day after ama-
jor show of strength by hundreds
of fighters who overran parts of
Kunduz, a strategic city the insur-

gents have twice come close to
taking in recent years.

The interior ministry said in
a statement on Sunday that 20
Afghan security force members
and five civilians were killed, and
atleast 85 civilians were injured
in Kunduz city during clashes
with the Taliban fighters.

While Kunduz was calm af-

Weareat the

threshold of an
agreement that will
reduce violence and open
the door for Afghans to sit
together to negotiate an
honourableand
sustainable peaceanda
unified, sovereign
Afghanistan that does not
threatenthe US, its allies,
orany other country.”

—ZALMAY KHALILZAD
US SPECIAL ENVOY

ter clearance operations that had
driven out insurgents, interior
ministry spokesman Nasrat
Rahimi said, fighters had taken
up positions in two areas of Pul-
e Khumri and were battling
Afghan security forces.

Afghan forces killed five gun-
men and arrested two militants
during the clearance operationin

Pul-e-Khumri city, Rahimi said.

Local officials and residents
said the city was locked down
with Taliban fighters occupying
positions around one of the main
entry points into the centre and
cutting the main highway con-
necting Kabul with the north.

“Right now, clashes are un-
der way between the Taliban
and security forces in the city,
close to the governor’s com-
pound and police headquarters,”
said Abdul Jamil, a Pul-e Khumri
resident reached by telephone.

“The city is closed and very
little movement can be seen.
People are terrified,” he said.

There was also fighting in the
province of Ghazni and Laghman
province, east of Kabul, Taliban
and government officials said.

In a separate incident, a road-
side bomb in Chamtaal in north-
ern Balkh province on Sunday
killed atleast eight people, includ-
ingwomen and children travelling
inacar, officials said. REUTERS

Hong Kong protesters target airport

MARIUS ZAHARIA
& JESSIE PANG
HONG KONG, SEPTEMBER1

THOUSANDS OF protesters
blocked roads and public trans-
port links to Hong Kong airport
on Sunday in a bid to draw global
attention to their fight for greater
democracy for the Chinese-ruled
city which is facing its biggest
political crisis in decades.

Planes were taking off and
landing, with delays, but trains
were suspended and approach
roads to the airport impassable
as protesters erected barricades
and overturned trolleys at the
airport and in the nearby new
town of Tung Chung.

Some passengers were forced
to walk the last bit of their jour-
ney to the airport by foot, drag-
ging their luggage behind them.

The MTR subway station in
Tung Chung was closed and
demonstrators smashed CCTV
cameras and lamps with metal
poles and dismantled station
turnstiles. Police appeared to be
running in all directions and
made several arrests.

Chek Lap Kok, built around a
tiny outlying island in the dying
days of British colonial rule, is
one of the world’s busiest and
most efficient airports, reached
by a series of bridges which were
packed with traffic.

“If we disrupt the airport,
more foreigners will read the
news about Hong Kong,” said
one 20-year-old protester, ask-
ing not to be named.

Black-clad demonstrators

People and protesters run away from the riot police outside the terminals at Hong Kong
International Airport Sunday. Reuters

targeted the airport three weeks
ago, jamming the terminal in
sometimes violent clashes with
police and prompting some
flights to be cancelled or delayed.
Police said protesters hurled
iron poles, bricks and rocks on to
the railway track near the airport
station and trespassed on the
track. By early evening protest-
ers in the immediate vicinity of
the airport had left, but protest-
ers in Tung Chung remained.
Sunday’s demonstration
comes after police and protesters
clashed overnight in some of the
mostintense violence since unrest
erupted more than three months

EXPLAINED

Schools could be set
to take centre stage
in protest movement

THE PRO-DEMOCRACY protests in Hong Kong have been largely
led and manned by the city’s youths, many of them school stu-
dents. While summer holidays had seen schools closed in the
month in which protests have been a near-daily occurrence, classes
are scheduled to restart Monday. Many students have already been
in touch with school authorities over allowing them to assemble in
class and participate in sit-ins, but the government has firmly op-
posed any planned boycott of schools. It remains to be seen if the
reopening of schools will see a dip in the number of protesters or if
schools will take centre stage in the movement.

Medics stand at the site of strikes in Dhamar, Yemen. Reuters

100 dead in Saudi-led
airstrike on Yemen
prison: Aid group

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SANAA, SEPTEMBER

MORETHAN 100 people are be-
lieved to have been killed in an
airstrike by the Saudi-led mili-
tary coalition on a detention
centre in Yemen, the
International Committee of the
Red Cross said Sunday.

The coalition said it targeted
afacility run by the Huthi rebels
that “stores drones and mis-
siles”, but the rebels said the at-
tack had levelled a building they
used as a prison. The ICRC
rushed to the scene in the city
of Dhamar with medical teams
and hundreds of body bags.

“The location that was hit has
beenvisited by ICRCbefore," Franz
Rauchenstein of the ICRCsaid. “It’s
a college building that has been
empty and has been used as a
detention facility for a while.”

“What is most disturbing is
that (the attack was) ona prison.
To hit such abuilding is shocking
and saddening — prisoners are
protected by international law.”

Rauchenstein said that over
100 people were estimated to be
dead, and that at least 40 sur-
vivors were being treated for
their injuries in hospitals in the
city, south of the capital Sanaa.

ICRC teams collecting bod-
ies were “working relentlessly

to find survivors under the rub-
ble”, he said, but cautioned that
the chances of finding any were
very slim.

The coalition intervened in
2015 to support the government
after the Iran-aligned Huthis
swept out of their northern
stronghold to seize Sanaa and
much of Yemen — the Arab
world's poorest nation.

Fighting since then has al-
ready claimed tens of thousands
of lives and sparked what the
United Nations calls the world's
worst humanitarian crisis.

Both sides stand accused of
actions that could amount to
war crimes.

The coalition has been black-
listed by the UN for the killing of
children, while Saudi Arabia and
its allies accuse the Huthis of us-
ing civilians as human shields in
densely populated areas.

The Saudi-led coalition said
ina statement Sunday carried by
the state-run Al-Ekhbariya news
channel that it targeted a rebel
“military position in Dhamar
that stores drones and missiles”.

“We took all precautionary
measures to protect civilians,” it
added.

However, the Huthi televi-
sion channel Al-Masirah said
that dozens were killed and in-
jured in seven airstrikes that hit
the building.

Myanmar Army says it
will punish soldiers in
Rohingya atrocities probe

SAM AUNG MOON
YANGON, SEPTEMBER1

MYANMAR'’S ARMY will court-
martial soldiers after a new find-
ing in an inquiry into atrocities
in Rakhine state, from which
more than 730,000 Rohingya
Muslims fled a 2017 army-led
campaign the United Nations
says was executed with “genoci-
dalintent”.

On Saturday, the website of
Commander-in-Chief Min Aung
Hlaing said a military court that
visited the northern state found
soldiers had shown “weakness in

Hurricane Dorian hits Bahamas; parts of Florida evacuate

GABRIELLABORTER
TITUSVILLE, SEPTEMBERT

HURRICANE DORIAN became
the strongest storm in modern
records to hit the northwestern
Bahamas and is expected to
pound the islands with up to two
days of torrential rain, high
waves and damaging winds as
parts of Florida evacuated before
it took aim at the US mainland.

Storm
clouds
gatherin
St. Michael
Parish,
Barbados,
Monday. AP

The US National Hurricane
Centre (NHC) said Dorian made
landfall on Elbow Cay in the Abaco
Islands as a Category 5 storm on
Sunday with maximum sustained
winds of 295 km per hour and
gusts of more than 354 kph.

Millions of people from
Florida to North Carolina were
bracing to see whether Dorian
avoids a US landfall and, as pre-
dicted, veers north into the
Atlantic Ocean after hitting the

Bahamas. Even a glancing blow
from one of the strongest storms
ever to menace Florida could
bring torrential rains and dam-
aging winds, and “a Florida land-
fall is still a distinct possibility,”
the Miami-based NHC warned.

Bahamas residents reported
trees snapping and docks being
destroyed. The pummeling was
expected to last for hours, “pro-
longing its catastrophic effects,”
the NHC said. REUTERS

A PoPULAR LIVE STREAM OF A PROBE INTO ATROCITIES PROMPTS A NATION TO CONSIDER IF TRUTH WILL LEAD TO JUSTICE

Now on YouTube: Confessions of a presidential hit squad in Gambia

JULIE TURKEWITZ
SEREKUNDA, SEPTEMBER1

THE DAY Malick Jatta confessed
to shooting one of Gambia’s
best-known journalists, he wore
the camouflage uniform of the
armed forces and said the kill or-
der came right from the former
president. The testimony was
streamed live, and tens of thou-
sands watched.

“I'm sorry,” he said. Then he
hung his head.

Gambia, a nation of 2 million
people on the West African coast,
is in the midst of a highly public
truth and reconciliation commis-

sion established to investigate
atrocities committed during the
22-year reign of Yahya Jammeh,
aleader who created a culture of
fear and misinformation so deep
that many still take care to call
him a gentleman.

Two years after Jammeh lost
anelection and fled, investigators
are holding what some experts
have hailed as the most accessi-
ble truth commission in history.
Officials have been methodically
interviewing killers and victims,
eliciting testimony into the
deaths and disappearances of
hundreds of people. Central to
their effortis alive feed that sends
that testimony through YouTube,

Bekai Saidy, a lawyer, watches a truth and reconciliation
hearing, in Serekunda, Gambia. NYT

Facebook, television and radio —
directly into phones and homes

around the country.
In Gambia, an overwhelm-

ingly young and quickly urban-
ising nation that now has one of
the highest rates of mobile
phone use in Africa, listeners
stretch from the capital, Banjul,
into the countryside and abroad
to the diaspora. Many have been
devastated by the testimony;
others doubt its veracity.

But for all the excitement
about the stream, some Gambians
are questioning whether simply
hearing the truth will be enough
todeliverjustice.It'sunclearif the
commission will lead to trial or
prison for perpetrators. Admitted
killers are being released after
their testimony. Jammeh is in ex-
ile, and no one knows if he will

ever be prosecuted.

For Baba Hydara, the son of
Deyda Hydara, the murdered
journalist, the confessions have
brought only hollow relief.

“They say that it helps with
closure,” he said. “That’s a lie.”

What he wants is to see his
father’s killers before a judge.

The truth and reconciliation
hearings began inJanuary and are
expected to last two years.
Witnesses are testifying in English
and local languages, including
Mandinka and Wolof; a sign lan-
guage interpreter follows along.

Some of the most searing tes-
timony has come this summer.
Jatta and other members of

Jammeh'’s hit squad, called “the
junglers,” have told of the mur-
der of Hydara, an influential ed-
itor who the regime code-
named “Magic Pen.”

They’ve confessed to the
killing of 56 West African mi-
grants whom the government
accused of being mercenaries.

And they’ve admitted to tak-
ing part in the assassinations of
two US citizens, Alhagie Ceesay
and Ebou Jobe, who the junglers
were told were plotting a coup.

Ceesay, a father of two, was a
Chevron employee who had been
living in Houston; Jobe, a father of
three, was an operations manager
for Walmart. NYT

following instructions in somein-
cidents” at a village said to have
been a Rohingya massacre site.
In 2018, the Associated Press
news agency reported the exis-
tence of at least five graves of
Rohingyain thevillage, Gutarpyin,
in the township of Buthidaung.
But government officials at the
time said 19 “terrorists” had died
and were “carefully buried”. On
Sunday, military spokesman Tun
Tun Nyi said the investigation’s
findings were secret. “We don’t
have the right to know about it,”
he said. “They will release another
statement about it when the pro-
cedure s finished.” REUTERS

Bernie Sanders
says he is ‘deeply
concerned’ about
Kashmir situation

SEEMAHAKHUKACHRU
HOUSTON, SEPTEMBER 1

US SENATOR and Democratic
presidential contender Bernie
Sanders told a gathering of
Muslims that he was “deeply
concerned” about the situation
in Kashmir and asked the US
government to “speak out
boldly” in support of a UN-
backed peaceful resolution to
resolve the issue.

Addressing the annual con-
vention of the Islamic Society of
North America in Houston on
Saturday, the 77-year-old leader
also sought an immediate end
to the communications block-
ade in Kashmir.

India has categorically told
the international community
that the scrapping of Article 370
of the Constitution to revoke
Jammu and Kashmir’s special
status was an internal matter
and also advised Pakistan to ac-
cept the reality. PTI
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LITTLE CHANGE IN COMPLIANCE RATE; 75.8 LAKH RETURNS FILED FOR JULY

August GST revenue sees 4.9%rrise
over last yr, but lowest sofarin FY20

Over 5.65 cr I-T returns filed for
AY 2019-20; 4% more than last yr

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBERT

GROSS GOODS and Services Tax
(GST)collections declined to the
lowest level in this financial year
and to a six-month low of Rs
98,202 crore in August (for July),
reflecting the overall slowdown
in the economy.

GST collections, however,
recorded 4.51 per cent growth
fromRs 93,960 crore collected in
August last year.

The compliance rate re-
mained broadly at the same level
as previous month with total
number of GSTR 3B returns filed
for July at 75.80 lakh till August
31, as against 75.79 lakh in the
preceding month.

Of the total Rs 98,202 crore
GSTrevenue, Central GST(CGST)
collections stood at Rs 17,733
crore, State GST (SGST) at Rs
24,239 crore, and Integrated GST
Rs 48,958 crore, a Finance
Ministry statement said.

Overall gross GST collections
—which include the central gov-
ernment’s and states’ revenues
— are progressing close to the
targeted rate even though the
CGST is lagging behind the bud-
geted target.

A total of Rs 5,14,378 crore
has been collected so far in April-
August this fiscal, with the aver-

GST revenueat
six-month low
reflects slowdown

THOUGH THE Rs 98,902 crore of GST collection in
August is 4.5 per cent higher than the last year’s mop-
up, itis the lowest in the 2019-20 fiscal so far. The
weakening trend of indirect tax revenue is a direct
indicator of the consumption slowdown in the

economy.

With sliding GDP growth, the buoyancy of tax
revenue is likely to get impacted, which would strain the
central government’s fiscal math for this year. With
sales and consumption remaining low across sectors,
especially automobiles, it is now to be seen whether the
remedial measures announced by the Finance Ministry
last month would bring some relief.

age monthly collection at Rs
1,02,875 crore.

The government aims to col-
lectapproximately Rs 11.89 lakh
crore GST revenue on a gross ba-
sis. The monthly targeted rate is
about Rs 99,112 crore, a result of
the sharp cut in Budget targets
announced in July from the in-
terim Budget's targeted rate of
Rs 1.14 lakh crore that was pre-
sented in February.

Revenue stream from both
direct and indirect taxes is re-
flecting the impact of the eco-

nomic slowdown.

In the remaining eight
months of this financial year,
gross tax revenue needs to grow
atarunrate of 22.1 per cent and
net tax revenue needs to grow at
28 per cent, the latest monthly
accounts figures released by
Controller General of Accounts
(CGA) showed.

Tax experts said the lower
GST collections will be a crucial
factor for determining rate cut
decision, if any, in the upcoming
GST Council meeting on

New Delhi: Over 5.65 crore in-
come tax returns were filed
by taxpayers for the
Assessment Year 2019-20 as
the deadline ended on August
31, showing a 4 per cent rise
inITR filing over the previous
year, as per the tax depart-
ment data.

Total number of income
tax returns (ITRs) filed for AY
2018-19 was 5.42 crore.

Nearly 50 lakh people
filed their tax returns online
on August 31, the last date for
ITR filing, Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) data
showed. “The Income Tax

September 20.

Pratik Jain, partner and
leader—indirect tax, PwC India,
said, “Slowdown in GST collec-
tions perhaps reflects the eco-
nomic realities on the ground ...
with virtually no room for rate
increase, the government would
hope that efforts to plug tax leak-
ages would yield results soon.”

“Given the slowdown in col-
lections, it would be interesting
to see if the GST Council would
consider rate cuts in its meeting
later this month, for automobile

‘Flexible workplace segment to see major consolidation’

India may see a major consolidation in the flexible workplace segment, as bigger operators will look to
acquire smaller ones for inorganic growth, property consultant Colliers said

8.8 MILLION SQFT:
Projected leasing by flexible
workspace operatorsin 2019
across seven major markets;
flexible workspace operators
leased 6.8 million sq ftin 2018

17 MILLION SQ FT: Total
stock of flexible workplace
inIndia, around 3.5 per cent
of total commercial real
estate stock

55,000 SQ FT: Average size of
aflexible workspace in 2019,
which has increased 40 per
centover two years

TOP 3 CITIESWITH
HIGHEST SHARE:

M Bengaluru: ~35%,around 6
million sq ft

W Delhi-NCR: 19%

B Mumbai: 17%

BRIEFLY

ATF pricecut
by 1%, LPGrate
upby?15.5

New Delhi: Jet fuel price on
Sunday was cut by about 1
per cent toa four-monthlow
on softening international
oil prices,according to state-
owned fuel retailers.
Market-priced or non-sub-
sidised cooking gas (LPG)
price was however raised by
Rs 15.5 per cylinder; oil firms
said in a price notification.
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
price in Delhi was cut by Rs
596.62 per kilolitre or 0.9 per
cent, to Rs 62,698.86 per k.
This is the third straight
monthly price reduction. Jet
fuel prices were last cut by
5.8 per cent or Rs 3,806.44
per kl on August 1.

Assetsupto
31.11lakh

crore: LIC

New Delhi: LIC Sunday said
its assets have grown to over
Rs 31.11 lakh crore, mainly
helped by a bouquet of 32
plans under individual busi-
ness. With the increased
business, the market share
of theinsurerrose to73.1 per
cent at the end of July 2019.
“Starting with aninitial cap-
ital of Rs 5 crore in 1956, LIC
has assets of over Rs
31,11,847.28 crore with life
fund to the tune of Rs
28,28,320.12 crore,” the in-
surer saidinastatement. PTI

18-20%

Expected share of flexible
workspace leasing in total
gross leasing of office space;
in 2018, itaccounted for14
per cent of total commercial
office leasing

FM on job losses: Data talks only about

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
CHENNAI,SEPTEMBERT

AS THE Central Statistics Office
(CSO)said on Friday the country’s
gross domestic product (GDP)
grew ata25-quarter low rate of 5
per centin April-June with private
consumption and manufacturing
faltering the most in a rather
broad-based slowdown, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
Sunday said the government was
responding to the issues con-
fronting the economy “sectorally”.

Outlining the government’s
approach, she asserted that,

300

Estimated number of
flexible workspace
operatorsin India

“When we spoke about
amalgamation of
banks | have very
clearly underlined the
fact that there shall
not be one employee
removed. Not at all”

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN
FINANCE MINISTER

“every sector of the Indian econ-
omy, when it approaches us, we
(the government) hear them out
for solutions that they want and

we respond toiit”.

Sitharaman was addressing
mediapersons here after a meet-
ing with officers of the Customs,

Department has made his-
tory withaquantumjumpin
the e-filing of [TRswithanall-
time highrecord 0f49,29,121
ITRs filed in a single day on
August 31,” it said in a state-
ment.

From August 27 to 31,
1,47,82,095 people filed on-
line returns, anincrease of 42
per cent as compared to the
same period of AY 2018-19.
CBDT said the Department is
actively interacting with tax-
payers on social media to help
resolve grievances and e-fil-
ing related queries and get-
ting accolades in return. PTI

sector as the industry has been
pushing for,” he added.

Abhishek Jain, tax partner, EY,
said, “This slight dip in revenue
below Rs 1 lakh crore may be
linked to the general slowdown
in industry. However, a growth
vis-a-vis the same month in the
last year does reflect better GST
compliance and payment.

“The revenue collections this
month may also be a factor of
consideration in the rate cut
agenda, if any in the upcoming
Council meeting.”

BAaNkING WATCH
CENTRAL BANK OFFERS RLIR LOANS

Mumbai: State-run Central Bank of India on Sunday said it will be
offering repo-linked interest rate (RLIR) on home and vehicle loan
products with immediate effect. It will continue to offer home loan
and vehicle loan products linked to MCLR. PTI
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CONCERNS OVER SLOWDOWN, US-CHINA TRADE WARHIT SENTIMENT

Surcharge rollback sees little
impact, as FPIs continue
outflow from Indian equities

SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBERT

THE GOVERNMENT'S announce-
mentonAugust 23 toroll back the
imposition of surcharge on foreign
portfolioinvestors (FPIs) —which
was proposed in the Union Budget
in July — seems to have failed to
rekindle the sentiments on equity
investment in India.

Inthe five trading sessions fol-
lowing the rollback of surcharge,
FPIs sold Indian equities worth a
net of Rs 5,485 crore from Indian
equities as broader concerns
around domestic economic
growth, slowdown in consump-
tionand threat of escalation of tar-
iff war between US and China
played on the investors’ mind.

While the Budget announce-
ment on imposition of surcharge
on FPIs inJuly severely dented in-
vestor confidence, and between
July 5 (Budget announcement)
and August 23 (rollback of sur-
charge)they pulled outanetof Rs
20,260 crore from Indian equity
markets, experts say that investors
are now concerned more about
the basic fundamentals of the
Indian economy, including the
consumption growth, and there-
fore the surcharge rollback may
notreverse equity flows as of now.

“Thereisabitof pessimismon
growth, corporate earnings and
problems surrounding NBFCs.
Both domestic and foreign in-

In the five trading
sessions following the
rollback of surcharge,
foreign portfolio
investors sold Indian
equities worth a net of
X5,485 crore from
Indian equities

vestors are concerned over the
fundamentals of the economy. I
think that the stimulus measures
being announced by the govern-
ment may not have the desired
impact till the overall sentiments
turn positive,” said ] George, VD,
Geojit Financial Services.

The CIO of a leading mutual
fund said that a decline in private
consumption and lacklustre
growth in direct tax collection in
the first five months of the current
fiscal have raised concerns in the
market. “A dip in private con-
sumption and low inflation is
hurting the corporate earnings
growth. Slow pace of growthindi-
rect tax collections has alsoraised
concerns over the government’s
ability to use RBI's additional div-
idends for capital expenditure.”

As both FPIs and domestic in-
vestors turned wary of slowdown
inthe economy, the broader mar-
kets have lost significantly. Against
the Sensex fall of 5.6 per cent in
July-August, the BSE mid cap and

the small cap indices have lost9.2
per centand 12.2 per cent.
However, there is some hope
going forward, said the CIO, point-
ing towards expected ease in lig-
uidity situation and revival of the
consumption growth. “The RBI
has started providing liquidity and
revival should begin in the
October-December quarter.
While cyclically we are at the bot-
tom as of now, [ am hopeful that
we will end the current financial
year in a better position,” he said.
There are some who added
that the Centre’s latest reform
measure to merge six relatively
weaker public sector banks into
four stronger ones will be benefi-
cialinthelong run, thoughit may
block credit disbursal by these
banksin the near termas decision
making will get impacted.
“There is a slowdown in the
economy and private consump-
tion and investments are down,
and at a time when you need to
lift the economy and increase the
credit flow in the short-term, you
take a decision that will block the
credit in the short term,” said the
head of the financial services firm.
He, however, added thatitwill
have big benefits in the long run.
“Bigger banks have better technol-
ogy at their disposal and they
work more efficiently and so
merger of smaller banks with big-
ger banks will create banking in-
stitutions that are more robust
and that operate more efficiently.”

Auto makers see sluggish domestic
sales in Aug; some see up to 50% fall

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBERT

THE SLOWDOWN in the auto in-
dustry and decline in domestic
sales extended for yet another
month, withleading car manufac-
turers announcing up to 50 per
cent drop in sales in August 2019
as against that in corresponding
month last year.

While Maruti Suzuki (MSIL),
the market leader with around 50
per cent market share,announced
a sharp 36 per cent drop in do-
mestic passenger vehicle sales for
August, Honda Cars posted a 51
per cent fallin sales for the month
with sales of 8,291 units as against
17,020 units in August 2018.

Toyotalndiaalsoannounceda
24 per cent drop indomestic sales
in August 2019 at 10,701 units as
against 14,100 units in August last

goods and service taxand income
tax departments. Asked what was
her message to people who had
lost their jobs and those fearing
joblosses, she said, “I can only say
we areresponding to the industry
requirements. Across the board,
there is no one particular answer
that I can give, saying this is the
magic wand. Sectorally, what they
want, we are responding.”
Onapprehensions of huge job
losses, the FM said, the country’s
official jobs data always concen-
trated on the formal sector only.
This, she said,was the case even
before the first Narendra Modi
government came into power in

year. Hyundai Motor India
recorded a 16.58 fall in domestic
sales, with 38,205 units sold last
month as against 45,801 in the
corresponding period a year-ago.

For MSIL, the domestic car
sales stood at 93,173 units last
month, against sales of 145,895
units in August last year.

The August sales for MSIL is
lowest monthly sales in almost
five years, said a source. While the
mini and compact sub-segment,
(Alto, WagonR, Celerio, Ignis,
Swift, Dzire and Baleno) which ac-
count for over two-thirds of the
automobile manufacturer’s sales
witnessed a 40 per cent drop in
sales last month, its mid-size car
Ciaz witnessed a sharp 77 per cent
drop in sales in August. The firm
sold 1,596 units of Ciazlast month
asagainst over 7,000 units sold in
the same month last year.

The utility vehicle segment for

Maruti Suzuki, however, wit-
nessed a marginal 3 per cent rise
insales over that seenin the same
period last year.

While the slowdown in auto
sales began since the IL&FS crisis
hit markets in August-September
2018, on account of slowdown in
lending by NBFCs, the first five
months of the current fiscal have
been very hard for the industry.

MSIL has seen its domestic
passenger car sales fall 27 per cent
in the period between April and
August 2019.In these five months,
MSIL has sold 553,068 units, as
against 757,289 units sold in April-
August 2018 — over two lakh
fewer than in the year-ago period.

While the industry has started
witnessing loss of jobs across its
value chain, even large players
have now started reducing the
headcount following production
cutsonaccount of declinein sales.

Recently, MSIL chairman RC
Bhargava said that the company
has not renewed the contracts of
3,000 temporary employees
across its manufacturing plants,
as it is battling rising inventory
amid slowdown in demand.

Commenting on the industry
sales, Rajesh Goel, senior vice
president and director—sales and
marketing, Honda CarsIndia, said,
“The auto sector continues to wit-
ness high de-growth due to poor
consumer sentiment. This is de-
spite the high discounts prevail-
ing in the market which makes it
the best time to buy cars.

“We hope the recent meas-
ures taken by the government will
help inimproving consumer sen-
timent and demand creation as
we move forward. With the im-
pending festive season, the sales
are likely to pick-up in coming
months,” he added.

formal sector, not informal

2014 and the period after it.
“Indian informal sector em-
ployment has not been appropri-
ately or exhaustively docu-
mented. When we are referring to
data from government organisa-
tions like NSSO, it talks only about
the formal sector and not about
the informal. In India, the nature
of oureconomy was thatitisinthe
informal sector where majority of
our employment is. If there is
stress in the respective sectors, I
am willing to hear,” she added.
Sitharaman also allayed fears
of job losses following the pro-
posed merger of public sector
banks (PSBs), saying that noteven

one employee would be removed
following the amalgamation.

“Absolutely, ill informed. I
want to assure every union in
every one of these banks to please
recall what I have said last Friday.
When we spoke about amalga-
mation of banksIhave very clearly
underlined the fact that there shall
not be one employee removed.
Notatall,” she said.

There would not be any clo-
sure of banks and no bank was be-
ing asked to do something new.

The minister’s remarks are
against the backdrop of global
agencies cutting global and India’s
growth outlook and grim progno-

sis by many noted analysts of the
India’s short-term growth
prospects. The RBI said in its an-
nual report 2018-19 last week,
“The recent (growth)deceleration
could be in the nature of a soft
patch mutating into a cyclical
downswing, rather than a deep
structural slowdown.
Nonetheless, there are still struc-
tural issues in land, labour, agri-
cultural marketing and the like,
which need to be addressed.”
The Centre hasbeenin consul-
tation with various sectors and
Sitharaman came out with two
tranches of announcement dur-
ing the last two weeks. FE & PTI

CI1TING COMMENTS FROM US ECONOMIST PETER MORICI, TRUMP CALLS ON US FIRMS TO FIND SUPPLIERS OUTSIDE OF CHINA

B 00
eijing,
BENBLANCHARD &
STEVEHOLLAND

BEIJING/WASHINGTON,
SEPTEMBERT

CHINA AND the United States be-
ganimposing additional tariffson
each other’s goods on Sunday, the
latest escalationinabruising trade
war, but US President Donald
Trump said the sides would still
meet for talks later this month.
Trump, writing on Twitter,
said his goal was to reduce US re-
liance on China and again urged
American companies to find alter-
nate suppliers outside China.
Anew round of tariffs took ef-
fect from 0401 GMT, with Beijing’s
levy of 5 per cent on US crude
marking the first time the fuel has

been targeted since the world’s
two largest economies began
their trade war over a year ago.

The Trump administration
Sunday began collecting 15 per
cent tariffs on over $125 billion in
Chinese imports, including smart
speakers, Bluetooth headphones
and many types of footwear.

Inretaliation, China started to
impose additional tariffs on some
of the US goods on a $75-billion
target list. Beijing did not specify
the value of the goods that face
higher tariffs from Sunday.

The extra tariffs of 5 per cent
and 10 per cent were levied on
1,717 items of a total of 5,078 prod-
ucts originating from US. China
will start collecting additional tar-
iffs on the rest from December 15.

Trump on Sunday cited com-

FIRST TIME THAT FUEL HAS BEEN TARGETED

B A new round of tariffs took
effect from 0401 GMT, with
Beijing’s levy of 5 per centon
US crude marking the first
time the fuel hasbeen
targeted since the two largest
economies began their trade
war over ayear ago

B The Trump administration
on Sunday began collecting

ments from US economist Peter
Morici, who claims the tariffs will
not impact US consumers that
much given a drop in the Chinese
currency, and called on US com-
panies to find suppliers outside of

15 per cent tariffs on more
than $125 billion in Chinese
imports, including smart
speakers, Bluetooth
headphones and many types
of footwear

M In retaliation, China started
toimpose additional tariffs
onsome of the USgoodsona
$75-billion target list

China. “We don’t want to be ser-
vants to the Chinese!” he said.
“Thisis about American Freedom.
Redirect the supply chain. There
is no reason to buy everything
from China!”

Later, he told reporters that
talks with China were continuing
and the two would meet in per-
soninSeptember. “We are talking
to China, the meeting s still on, as
you know, in September,” he said.
“We'll see what happens, but we
can'tallow China torip us off any-
more as a country.”

Chinese state media struck a
defiant note. “The United States
should learn how to behave like a
responsible global power and stop
acting as a ‘school bully,” the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency said.

“As the world’s only super-
power, it needs to shoulderitsdue
responsibility, and join other
countries in making this world a
better and more prosperous place.
Only then can America become
greatagain.” REUTERS

Washington kick off new round of tariffs in trade war

China plans to give its
economy more support

REUTERS
BEIJING, SEPTEMBER

CHINA PLANS to provide more
support for its economy, includ-
ing investing in infrastructure
projects and regional develop-
ment, while maintaining a pru-
dent monetary policy with “rea-
sonably” ample liquidity, the
State Council said on Sunday.
As the second-largest econ-
omy weathers its biggest slow-
down in decades, the State
Council said the government

aimed to better integrate fiscal,
financial and monetary policies,
deepen capital market reforms
and further open up the finan-
cial sector.

“We attach great importance
to the development of infra-
structure, high-tech, traditional
industrial transformation, social
services and new growth re-
gions,” the State Council said in
a statement, after a meeting of
the Financial Stability and
Development Commission
(FSDC) chaired by Vice Premier
Liu He on Saturday.
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Who'’s gonna stop no-deal?

How Parliament can stop Boris Johnson’s no-deal Brexit
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On August 28, Boris Johnson, a leading Leaver who is now prime minister, announced that in the run-up to Brexit, Parliament would be suspended altogether. Reuters

ONE BY one, the principles on which the
Brexit campaign was fought have been ex-
posed as hollow. Before the referendum,
Leavers argued that victory would enable
them to negotiate a brilliant deal with the
European Union. Now they advocate leaving
with no deal at all. Before the vote they said
that Brexit would allow Britain to strike more
free-trade agreements. Now they say that
trading on the bare-bones terms of the World
Trade Organisation would be fine. Loudest
of all they talked of taking back control and
restoring sovereignty to Parliament. Yet on
August 28th Boris Johnson, a leading Leaver
who is now prime minister, announced that
in the run-up to Brexit Parliament would be
suspended altogether.

His utterly cynical ploy is designed to stop
MPs steering the country off the reckless
course he has set to leave the EU with or
without a deal on October 31st. His actions
are technically legal, but they stretch the con-
ventions of the constitution to their limits.
Because he is too weak to carry Parliament
in a vote, he means to silence it. In Britain’s
representative democracy, that sets a dan-

gerous precedent.

Butitis still not too late for MPs to thwart
his plans—if they get organised. The sense of
inevitability about no-deal, cultivated by the
hardliners advising Mr Johnson, is bogus. The
EU is against such an outcome; most Britons
oppose it; Parliament has already voted
against the idea. Those MPs determined to
stop no-deal have been divided and unfo-
cused. When they return to work next week
after their uneasy summer recess, they will
have afleeting chance to avert this unwanted
national calamity. Mr Johnson’s actions this
week have made clear why they must seize it.

Of all her mistakes as prime minister, per-
haps Theresa May’s gravest was to plant the
idea that Britain might do well to leave the
EU without any exit agreement. Her slogan
that “no deal is better than a bad deal” was
supposed to persuade the Europeans to
make concessions. It didn’'t—but it did per-
suade many British voters and MPs that if the
EU offered less than perfect terms, Britain
should walk away.

In fact the government’s own analysis
suggests that no-deal would make the econ-

omy 9% smaller after 15 years than if Britain
had remained. MrJohnson says preparations
for the immediate disruption are “colossal
and extensive and fantastic”. Yet civil servants
expect shortages of food, medicine and petrol,
and a “meltdown” at ports. A growing num-
ber of voters seem to think that a few bumpy
months and alasting hit to incomes might be
worth it to get the whole tedious business out
of the way. This is the greatest myth of all. If
Britain leaves with no deal it will face an even
more urgent need to reach terms with the EU,
which will demand the same concessions as
before—and perhaps greater ones, given that
Britain’s hand will be weaker.

Mr Johnson insists that his intention is to
get a new, better agreement before October
31st, and that to do so he needs to threaten
the EU with the credible prospect of no-deal.
Despite the fact that Mrs May got nowhere
with this tactic, many Tory MPs still see it as
agood one. The EU wants adeal, after all. And
whereas it became clear that Mrs May was
bluffing about walking out, Mr Johnson
might just be serious (the fanatics who do
his thinking certainly are). Angela Merkel,

THE FEUD BETWEEN JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA

Unique low

An old grudge between Japan and South Korea is getting out of hand

ORDER A Glass of Asahilagerina pubinSeoul
these days and chances are the bartender will
shake his head disapprovingly before sug-
gesting one of the watery local alternatives.
Shopkeepers have relegated Japanese prod-
ucts to the bottom shelf or removed them
from view altogether. Owners of sushi restau-
rants have put up signs stressing that though
their dishes may look Japanese, the fish was
caught in Korean waters. Many fashionistas
will no longer be seen dead in a branch of
Muji or Uniglo, though both Japanese brands
are usually very popular.

The boycott is the most noticeable popu-
lar expression of an escalating row between
South Korea and Japan, which has evolved
from a diplomatic spat over Japan’s conduct
in the second world war into a full-blown
feud over trade and national security. On
August 28th Japanese restrictions on the ex-
port of hundreds of products to South Korea
came into force. Earlier this week, South
Korea conducted scaled-up military exer-
cises around Dokdo, disputed islets which
South Korea controls but Japan claims as its
own (calling them Takeshima). Days before
South Korea had halted an intelligence-shar-
ing pact with Japan.

The deteriorating relations between two
American allies will make it harder to manage
rising tensions in East Asia. Russia and China
have become increasingly assertive in recent
months, testing the patience of the two re-
gional democracies with deep incursions into
their airspace. Kim Jong Un, North Korea’s dic-

tator, has continued to expand his missile pro-
gramme—and in all likelihood, his nuclear
one—despite several rounds of denuclearisa-
tion talks with America. Over the past few
weeks he has tested new weapons which an-
alysts say are designed to foil regional mis-
sile-defence systems, making it all the more
crucial to keep tabs on their development.

The spat between South Korea and Japan
has little to do with such present-day threats
and everything to do with chronic historical
grievances, notably over Japan’s annexation
of Korea and the suffering inflicted on its peo-
ple during the war. It became acute last year,
when South Korea’s Supreme Court ruled
that Japanese companies that used South
Koreans as forced labour during the war
should pay compensation to surviving vic-
tims. Japan says such claims were settled by
a treaty in 1965 and has demanded that the
South Korean government rein in the court.

In July Japan elevated the conflict to the
commercial realm by restricting exports of
chemicals that are essential for manufactur-
ing memory chips, one of South Korea'’s
biggest industries. This month the dispute
spread to matters of security. Japan decided
in early August to remove South Korea from
a list of preferred trading partners on na-
tional-security grounds, citing concerns that
components might end up in North Korea.
South Korea then announced it would not
renew its intelligence-sharing pact with
Japan, which America had brokered in 2016,
as trust had broken down.

American officials say they have been
taken aback. The State Department issued a
rare public rebuke of the South Korean gov-
ernment. But many observers believe the es-
calation could have been avoided if America
had shown more interest earlier on.
President Donald Trump has called on the
two allies to “get along”, but done precious
little to mediate in the dispute, complaining
that he has too much on his plate already. He
has continued to shrug off Mr Kim’s weapons
tests. “The problem is that the administra-
tion has no plan for the region other than the
president staying in the news,” says Alexis
Dudden of the University of Connecticut.

For all the excitable rhetoric, the imme-
diate consequences for security co-opera-
tion are unlikely to be severe. The intelli-
gence-sharing pact does not expire until late
November. Even after that, Japan and South
Korea will still have access to each other’s in-
telligence through a trilateral agreement
with America. The trade restrictions have yet
to bite, too. Japan continues to authorise ex-
ports. The red tape generated by the new
rules is bothersome but not yet lethal for
companies. Businesses in both countries are
more worried by the trade war between
America and China.

The erosion of trust is more serious. “This
is a fight between friends that will only ben-
efit actual antagonists such as North Korea,”
says Park Cheol-hee of Seoul National
University. Scrapping the pact is also likely
to put South Korea on the back foot in nego-

Germany'’s chancellor, said recently that
Britain should come up with a plan in the
next 30 days if it wants to replace the Irish
backstop, the most contentious part of the
withdrawal agreement. Many moderate
Tories, even those who oppose no-deal,
would like to give their new prime minister
a chance to prove his mettle.

They are mistaken. First, the effect of the
no-deal threat on Brussels continues to be
overestimated in London. The EU’s position—
that it is open to plausible British sugges-
tions—is the same as it has always been. The
EU'’s priority is to keep the rules of its club in-
tact, to avoid other members angling for spe-
cial treatment. With or without the threat of
no-deal, it will make no more than marginal
changes to the existing agreement. Second,
even if the EU were to drop the backstop al-
together, the resulting deal might well be re-
jected by “Spartan” Tory Brexiteers, so intox-
icated by the idea of leaving without a deal
that they seem ready to vote against any
agreement. And third, evenif an all-new deal
were offered by the EU and then passed by
Parliament, ratifying it in Europe and pass-

ing the necessary laws in Britain would re-
quire an extension well beyond October 31st.
Mr Johnson’s vow to leave on that date, “do
or die”, makes itimpossible to leave with any
new deal. It also reveals that he is fundamen-
tally unserious about negotiating one.

That is why Parliament must act now to
take no-deal off the table, by passing a law
requiring the prime minister to ask the EU
for an extension. Even before Mr Johnson
poleaxed Parliament, this was not going to
be easy. The House of Commons’ agenda is
controlled by Downing Street, which will al-
low no time for such a bill. MPs showed in
the spring that they could take temporary
control of the agenda, when they passed a
law forcing Mrs May to request an extension
beyond the first Brexit deadline of March
29th. This time there is no current legisla-
tion to act as a “hook” for an amendment
mandating an extension, so the Speaker of
the House would have to go against prece-
dent by allowing MPs to attach a binding
vote to an emergency debate. All that may
be possible. But with Parliament suspended
for almost five weeks there will be desper-

ately little time.

So, if rebel MPs cannot pass a law, they
must be ready to use their weapon of last
resort: kicking Mr Johnson out of office with
a vote of no confidence. He has a working
majority of just one. The trouble is that at-
tempts to find a caretaker prime minister,
to request a Brexit extension before calling
an election, have foundered on whether it
should be Jeremy Corbyn, the far-left Labour
leader whom most Tories despise, or a more
neutral figure.

If the various factions opposed to no-deal
cannot agree, Mr Johnson will win. But if they
needed a reason to put aside their differ-
ences, he has just given them one. The prime
minister was already steering Britain to-
wards a no-deal Brexit that would hit the
economy, wrench at the union and cause a
lasting rift with international allies. Now he
has shown himself willing to stifle parlia-
mentary democracy to achieve his aims.
Wavering MPs must ask themselves: if not
now, when?

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019

Members of a conservative civic group attend an anti-Japan protest in Seoul, on August 13. Reuters

tiations about how to divide the cost of host-
ing American troops, and reduce its stand-
ing in the eyes of the world, believes Chun
In-bum, a former South Korean army gen-
eral. “I'm disappointed because it makes us
look guilty,” he says.

The dispute is also beginning to rile ordi-
nary people. Two-thirds of South Koreans
say they support the boycott of Japanese
products and would consider taking part.
Four-fifths claim they would not go on holi-
day toJapan at the moment. Sales of Japanese
beer and clothing in South Korea have col-
lapsed since July. Airlines have cut back

flights on many popular routes.

Japanese public opinion is not yet vocally
anti-Korean, but a majority of Japanese voters
support the government’s stance. Right-wing
groups are stoking anti-Korean sentiment by
recycling old tropes of “untrustworthy” and
“faithless” Koreans, says Ms Dudden. Visitors
to Tokyo report amood of exasperation with
what many Japanese perceive as South
Korean intransigence.

This makes it unlikely that the dispute will
be resolved quickly. Neither side feels it can
be seen to back down, says Mr Park, who
thinks South Korea should take the first step

towards de-escalation by reversing its deci-
sion on the intelligence-sharing pact. But
Moon Jae-in, South Korea’s president, who
faces legislative elections in April, is strug-
gling with a sickly economy, deadlock in his
flagship policy of inter-Korean rapproche-
ment and controversy regarding his favoured
candidate for justice minister. Shinzo Abe,
Japan’s prime minister, is for his part keen to
please his ultranationalist base. As the twoal-
lies fan the flames of nationalism, Mr Kim has
ample peace and quiet to expand his arsenal.

©The Economist Newspaper Limited 2019



16 CALENDAR

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

CROSSWORD 3899

ACROSS

1 Aspired tobecome aliterary
giant(7)

4 Two short ways to breakin
(5)

7 Hefloated acompany to
avoid liquidation (4)

8 The offer of money may
make them cross
(8)

10 Stayed well away from work
(10)

12 Unfinished plans of rowdies
(6)

13 Theinane goddess?
(6)

15 Chimney cleaners take a
gamble (10)

18 Near the avenue (8)

19 Plant where workers strike
for more money (4)

20 Shoot for almost the whole
season(5)

21 Isangry about the shrub

(7)

Down

1 Material that's dug up
(5)

2 Becomes confused about laps,

runs wrongly (6,2)

3 Staggered, but gotinline (6)

4 Theshooting of an
unknown person? (6,4)

5 The purposes of first-class
writing (4)

6 Giveasubjectatitle,
perhaps (7)

9 Hewon’tring when upset
and at fault(2,3,5)

11 Uncle perhaps? That would
be telling! (8)

12 Make haste with methods
for smooth procedure at
airports (7)

14 Fights to protect one’s
property (6)

16 There’san added charge for
aspecial edition (5)

17 Aboom in shipping,
perhaps (4)

Solutions Crossword 3898 Across: 1 Get-together, 9 Portico, 10 Khaki, 11 Yarn, 12
Umbrella, 14 No more, 16 Hold it, 18 Gardener, 19 Spur, 22 Malta, 23 Antwerp, 24 Ata
discount. Down: 2 Error, 3 Tail, 4 Grooms, 5 Take root, 6 Enabled, 7 A paying game, 8
Misanthrope, 13 Freehand, 15 Martlet, 17 Relays, 20 Preen, 21 Otto.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get

the answer for the given quip.

Leadusnotinto___.Just tellus whereitis; we'll find it. - Sam Levenson (10)

RSAEO

TUITT

EEGLNT

CEIUMP

CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

Difficulty Level 2s
Instructions

To solve a Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appearin each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows andineach of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level

Ts =Very easy; 2s =Easy;
3s =Medium; 4s =Hard;
S5s=VeryHard; 6s =
Genius

SUDOKU 3957
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156-C

SOLUTION SUDOKU 3956

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it is not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
P.H. DIVISION, BARIPADA

Phone No : 06792-252682 E mail Id :
eephbaripada2016 @ gmail.com

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-PROCUREMENT

Invitation For Bids (IFB) Dtd.30.08.2019

S Name of Work

1. Supply, Installation & Testing of House EEPHBPD -

Bid Identi- Estimated

fication Cost
No. (Rs. in
Lakh)

154.01

Service Connection to the Consumers of 05/ 2019-20
Baripada Municipality under P.H. Division,

Baripada

2. Supply, Installation & Testing of House EEPHBPD -

77.36

Service Connection to the Consumers of 06/ 2019-20
Udala NAC under P.H. Division, Baripada

3. Supply, Installation & Testing of House EEPHBPD -

81.94

Service Connection to the Consumers of 07/ 2019-20
Karanjia NAC under P.H. Division, Baripada

4. Supply, Installation & Testing of House EEPHBPD -

25.52

Service Connection to the Consumers of 08/ 2019-20
Rairangpur Municipality under P.H. Division,

Baripada

mail:eephbaripada2016 @ gmail.com

X3

*

53

*

regularly visit the above website to keep themselves updated.

13016/11/0003/1920

Period Availability of Bid
of Document for Online
Completion Bidding
From To

03 (Three) 11.00 Hrs. of 17.00 Hrs. of
Months 11.09.2019 03.10.2019

03 (Three) 11.00 Hrs. of 17.00 Hrs. of
Months 11.09.2019 03.10.2019

03 (Three) 11.00 Hrs. of 17.00 Hrs. of
Months 11.09.2019 03.10.2019

03 (Three) 11.00 Hrs. of 17.00 Hrs. of
Months 11.09.2019 083.10.2019

% Name & Address of Officer Inviting Bid: Executive Engineer, P.H. Division, Baripada Phone # 06792-252682

Further details can be seen from the e-Procurement portal “https://www.tendersodisha.gov.in”.
All amendments, time extension, clarifications etc. will be uploaded in the website only. Bidders should

Sd/-
Executive Engineer,
P.H. Division, Baripada

with advertisers or otherwise
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I, Yogesh W/O Mayank Pathak
R/0 Bp-143, Shalimar Bagh,
Delhi-110088. Have Changed
My Name To Bhawna Pathak.

0040510338-5

I, Sonam Kumar W/o Harish
Kumar R/0 17-D, Shatabdi
Vihar Sector-61, Noida-
201301(U.P.) have changed my
name to Sonam Kumari for all
future purposes. 0040510339-2

I, Banarsi W/o Nandlal Sahni
R/0.C-34, Naharpur-Village,
Sector-7,Rohini, Delhi,Confirm
that,my name has been
wrongly mentioned as Reena
instead of Banarsiin my
Son(Deepak Kumar) School
records.My correct name is
Banarsi 0040510364-1

I, Sakshi Ghosh D/o.Late.Sh.
Ganesh Chandra Ghosh R/o
House.No.E-112-B,Sector-
11,Pratap Vihar,Ghaziabad,
UP,that the name “Baby
Goldy” is my Child-Hood/ Nick
name my correct and full
name is Sakshi Ghosh which
may be amended accordingly.

0040510351-1

| Arpit Kumar S/o Sh.Sunder Lal
Aggarwal R/0 1628A, Gali No.
4/8, Jain Nagar, Karala, Delhi-
110081 have changed my
name to Arpit Aggarwal for all
purposes. 0040510366-2

I Asha Rani D/o Sh. Jai Chand
R/01628A, GaliNo. 4/8, Jain
Nagar, Karala, Delhi-110081
have changed my name to
Asha Aggarwal for all
purposes. 0040510366-1

I, Shakuntala Devi W/o
Chandermani R/017-D,
Shatabdi Vihar Sector-61,
Noida-201301 (U.P.) have
changed my nameto
Shakuntla Devi for all future
purposes. 0040510339-1

I, Sanjiv Gupta S/0 Sudarshan
Gupta R/0O Hd-19,Vishakha
Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi-
110034. Have Changed My
Name To Sanjeev Kumar
Gupta. 0040510338-9

I, Manju Mishra W/0 Sanjay
Kumar R/0 Khno. 48/16, Gali
no.37/2c, B-Block, Kaushik
Enclave, Burari, Delhi-110084.
Changed My Name To Manju
Durgapal. 0040510338-7

I, Kapil S/O Anil Kumar R/O
470/G-16,Chandan Vihar,West
Sant Nagar, Burari, Delhi-
110084. Changed My Name To
Kapil Kumar. 0040510338-6

I, Bhagwati Prasad S/0 Jai Dutt
Mamgain R/0 33 A, JU-Block,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034.Have
Changed My Name To
Bhagwati Prasad Mamgain.

0040510338-8

I, Amit Kumar Gupta S/o,
Mahender Gupta R/0 G-4/17-
18, GF, Sector-16, Rohini,
Delhi-89 have changed my
name to Amit Gupta for all
purposes. 0040510338-4

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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DAY TODAY

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Everything is now
looking extremely
favourable,
largely because

three planets in a wonderful

alignment to your sign are

about to be joined by a

fourth - and later by a fifth.

Itis essential that you maximise

your advantage by

maintaining an optimistic
attitude.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
You'll have a chance
to show yourself at
your best withina
few days. For now,

though, you must prepare the

ground by taking care of those
boring but necessary duties like
trudging around the shops - or
dealing with partners who
think that you're their personal
unpaid servant.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
Anumber of odd and
slightly tense events
are on the way;, if not
today then certainly

by tomorrow. The general

mood will improve if you make
an effort to put yourself in
somebody else’s shoes. See the
world as they see it; you might
be pleasantly surprised - and
intrigued.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Aninteresting point
known as the
Moon'’s south node
has now turned its

gaze in your direction. This may

incline you to repeat

past mistakes over the

next few months. If, however,

you learn certain fundamental

lessons, your trials will not

be invain.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Helpison hand.
Those intense
celestial aspects
which have been
disturbing you
recently are no longer causing
trouble. Their only legacy may
be a number of regrets, a little
bad feeling and, for some, a
broken heart. Please now
realise that your stars are taking
adramatic turn for the better.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
You can now afford
to stop thinking
quite so hard.
Pressure in parts of
your chart connected to
communication should make
the options and alternatives
that much simpler. If you can
possibly look afresh at old and
tired emotional complications,
please do so.

PERSONAL
CONGRATULATIONS

University of Rajasthan has
awarded PhD to Dr Alpna
Poddar on the topic “A Study of
Life skills in literary work of
Rabindranath Tagore”.On
dated-17/07/19 0040510427-1

LOST & FOUND

| Veena Takhtani have lost my
Property Document on 25 July
2019 from Ramesh Nagar
Market of E/349 Ramesh Nagar
ND-15, If found contact
9815109194 0040510324-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Matters close to
home are quite
complicated, but
then there’s nothing

new in that, is there? The

advantage over the next week
or so is that you can afford to
talk about your fears and share
your hopes with people who,
for once, will listen. The very
fact that they are prepared to
examine your plans anew is
encouraging.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
You're flexing your
emotional muscles,
life is getting better
and you should be

able to relax, be happy and let

the world flow by. The only
problem, which may be
insurmountable, is your famous
inability to forgive and forget.

Don’t let regrets or resentment

stand in your way.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 23)
Aperfect aspect to
Jupiter, perhaps the
single most
important planetin
your horoscope, should set you
up for a splendid time, perhaps
lasting a couple of weeks. If
anything goes wrong, it will be
your fault. That's good, because
it means that the remedy also
lies in your hands.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)
You might lower
your sights today. It's
not often I offer such
advice, but the point

is thatif your standards are

artificially high, you'll limit your
horizons and miss out on
opportunities, even minor ones,
for family contentment and job
satisfaction.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- Feb. 19)
Friends may be too
rushed even to say
‘good-morning’, but
don't take it to heart.

If people are indeed

too speedy for you, it's probably

nothing more than the planets’

way of keeping you on your
toes. Actually, it’s a perfect
moment for stopping

the clock and signing settled

agreements.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Professional
life is posing
awkward questions,
and public
responsibilities raise intriguing
possibilities. Some of you may
be woken up from a daydream
to find you've lost touch with
reality. Events will move fast,
and you may have to think on
your feet.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Through this Public Notice that
my client, SHRI HARDEV
SINGH, Aged 68 Years, S/O
Late Shri Swaran Singh R/O
207/9, Parkash Mohalla, Garhi,
East of Kailash, New Delhi-65
has debarred his younger son
MR. JAGJIT SINGH S/O Sh.
Hardev Singh R/O 207/9,
Parkash Mohalla, Garhi, East
of Kailash, New Delhi-65, his
wife MRS. MANDEEP KAUR
D/O Late Shri Ashwani Kumar
and their son MASTER
ISHMEET SINGH and their
daughter MS. ARSHPREET
from all his movable and
immoveable properties/assets.

Any person deals with them in

any manner who will be sole

responsible for all acts, deeds
and consequences.

Ajay Seth (Advocate)

Regn. No. 10659

Ch.No. 351, Lawyers

Chambers, Distt. Court Saket,

New Delhi-17

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER, JEYPORE (R&B)

142-B

CIRCLE, JEYPORE

e-Procurement Notice
Bid Identification No. S.E.J.C (R&B)-01/2019-20

No.1962

1. Name of the work

2. Total No. Works

3. Estimated cost

4. Period of completion

5. Date & time of availability of bid
document in the portal

Date.30.08.2019
: Building Work
: 01 (One) No
: Rs.125.97 Lakhs
: 08 (Eight) Months
: from 10.00 hours of 10.09.2019

to
17.00 hours of 27.09.2019

6. Last date/Time for receipt of bids in the Portal ; 17.00 hours of 27.09.2019

~

. Opening date of Bid

8. Name and address of the Officer Invition

Bid

Further details can be
https://tenderodisha.gov.in

seen

34108/11/0001/1920

from the

; 11.00 hours of 30.09.2019
: Superintending Engineer
Jeypore (R&B) Circle, Jeypore

e-procurement portal

Sd/-
Superintending Engineer
Jeypore (R&B) Circle, Jeypore
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] 7 TALK ART, MUSIC, STYLE, FOOD

AROUND TOWN

Climb On

ATTEND A talk on the challenges that
one faces while climbing Nanda Devi.
Titled “The Challenge of Nanda
Devi East” mountaineer Anindya
Mukherjee shall share highlights from
his expeditions to Nanda Devi East
(7434m) in 2013 and 2014. At India
Habitat Centre, September 3, 7 pm.

Tap Along

TUNE INTO the vibrant music of the
Columbia with a concert “Cimarron -
Music from the Plains of Colombia”.
The concert is being presented by
Cimarroén, a 2004 Grammy nomi-
nated group from Colombia. Their
music includes four-stringed cuatro,
harp, maracas, and also Peruvian-fla-
menco cajon. The concert has been or-
ganised to commemorate 60 years of
diplomatic relations between
Colombia and India. On September 4,
at 6.30 pm, at the India International
Centre, Lodhi Estate.

From the

Frontlines

AN EXHIBITION narrates the lives of
Himeyuri students through photo-
graphs of peacetime and wartime in
Okinawa, Japan. Students from the
school were mobilised to act as nurses
on the front during the Second World
War. At the Japan Foundation, on till
September 21. From 11 am to 5.30 pm.

Stories Retold

REVISIT THE classic fairy tale Hansel
and Gretel through nine rooms and im-
mersive mix of audio visual elements
and an art installation. Concept by
Cristina Galbiati and Ilija Luginbiihl, it’s
supported by Pro Helvetia. At Oddbird
Theatre. September 4, 6 pm onwards.

‘Tam all
for the sheen,
not shine’

Designer Kunal Rawal on his menswear
collection, staying inspired by Mumbai’s streets
and playing guessing games with fabric

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

STRIDE OF PRIDE

A nine-year-old girl, who is a double amputee, will walk the

ramp atop the Eiffel Tower during Paris Fashion Week
later this month. Daisy-May Demetre, who has had both
her legs amputated, is also the first-ever double amputee
child to walk in an official New York Fashion Week show.

(Clockwise from above) Designs from Kunal Rawal’s latest collection, Confluence; Rawal Amit Chakravarty; metal detailing from his collection

EKTAAMALIK

BY THE time we meet designer Kunal
Rawal on a busy Tuesday morning at
Dstress, his Juhu store, he is already on his
second large coffee, and predictably is
buzzing with energy, but that's not just be-
cause of the coffee; he is a morning per-
son. He has had a busy weekend — he pre-
sented his latest collection Confluence at
the recent edition of the Lakme Fashion
Week — and a busy month, he opened his
Delhi store at Emporio, and there are plans
afoot for one in Hyderabad as well.

He started the year with a bang, with
his flagship store at the erstwhile Rhythm
House, the iconic music store in Kala
Ghoda, Mumbai’s art district. “I love put-
ting a show together. I love the energy, the
crazy hours and 50 cups of coffee. I could
not have asked for a better year. Getting
Rhythm House was surreal, people don't
normally associate a heritage building with
fashion. But that’s the point, fashion should
surprise you naa. I did luck out with the
venue, that areais a few beats relaxed than
the rest of Mumbai,” says Rawal, the man
of the moment where men’s fashion
is concerned.

Rawal is an exception of sorts in the
Indian fashion scene, where womenswear
has always been the thing that raked in the

Street Wise

A film based on Munshi Premchand’s story shows
how caste discrimination is as rampant in India
today as it was 80 years ago

DIVYAA

GAYA IS the strongest gulli danda player in
Shivgarh, a village in Uttar Pradesh. On a
balmy June afternoon, he and Munna are
enjoying a long game, when Munna feels
tired and thirsty but Gaya

doesn’t let him go till his

fielding turn is over. Such is

his coercion that an

awestruck Munna abides by

it. “The gulli might be of any

shape, he pounced upon it

like a lizard at an insect. |

didn’t know whether his

parents were alive, or where

he lived or what he ate but

he was a champion player of

our gulli danda club. The team for which he
played was sure to win. On seeing him come
we would dash towards him and urge him
tojoin our team,” says Munna, the protago-
nist of Narendra Singh’s recent film Gulli
Danda, about Gaya. The film is based on
Munshi  Premchand’s eponymous
story written in the 1930s. However,
Premchand had not given any name to the
lead character.

The film moves 20 years later when
Munna gets to know more about Gayaa.
Their relationship has changed and even the
game is not the same. Munna has moved to
a city, works as an engineer, and is now
known as ‘Manish sahib’. He returns to his
village where he stumbles upon a group of

boys playing gulli danda. He
asks one of them, ‘Does a
man by the name of Gaya
live here?’ He responds,
somewhat overawed, ‘Gaya?
Gaya, the chamar?’

And therein appears a
dark, gigantic man. Manish
wants to embrace him but
stops for some reason. He,
instead, says, ‘Gaya, do you
recognise me?’ Gaya bows to

greet him. “Yes, malik. Why wouldn’tI? How
have you been?’ “Even though Manish does-
n't have a second name in the film, it is ap-
parent that he is elite, lives in a city, is the
son of a thanedaar, is educated and smug,”
says Singh, about the lead character of his
45-minute Hindi film, which was screened
recently at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts.

Manish wants to become Munna again,

| love watching people at
signals and talking to them. |
have never wanted to be one of
those designers who are
sketching feverishlyinan
air-conditioned studio

KUNAL RAWAL

moolah. Menswear was always relegated
to the second slot and served as a bonus.
But Rawal was always interested in men’s
fashion, a decision that stemmed from the
need to make clothes that he could wear.
“I started out by making clothes for myself,

and then for friends. I remember that time
when fashion was not taken seriously, it
was just a creative hobby. I am glad to be
part of the journey where it has become
this powerful industry. I see the same with
menswear today. [ was told that if | don’t
do womenswear [ won'’t survive, because
women shop for men. But, let me tell you,
men like dressing up and being involved
with the process as much as women do, if
not more. We are as concerned about our
paunch showing as women,” says Rawal.
“And I wanted to bridge the gap between
two categories that exist for menswear -
the highly opulent, wedding clothes, which
all look the same and the simple office
wear. How about something cool for a
Friday night? Or a casual work party? What
does one wear then?”

Rawal'’s creations have fitted sherwanis
with zippers, waistcoats with metal clasps
on the shoulder and silk kurtas with min-
imal embroidery. “When I started my first
label Dstress, | was making Western clothes
with strong Indian roots. The detailing
comes from my grounding in textiles.Iam
all for the sheen, not the shine,” says the
graduate from London College of Fashion,
who now has his own label Kunal Rawal.

With his father as a garment exporter,
Rawal grew up in a world where words like
design, fabric, and consignment were a sta-
ple. “Iremember going on these drives with

Asstill from Gulli Danda; filmmaker Narendra Singh (left)

and longs for a game of gulli danda with
Gaya, who agrees only after great persua-
sion. Even though Manish cheats during the
game, Gaya never complains. His aggression
is also toned down. “During our childhood,
he wouldn’t have spared my life had I
cheated like this. He would have caught me
by the neck, but today I was cheating so
openly. The donkey! He had forgotten
everything,” Manish thinks aloud in the film.

A tad disappointed, as he proceeds to
leave, Gaya invites him to watch the game
the next day that he will play with his
friends. On the field, when Gaya strikes, the

gulli flies into the sky. There is no trace of
hesitation, reluctance or lack of interest that
Manish saw the day before. It is then that
Manish realises that Gaya only pretended to
play with him. He confronts the reality that
he may have won Gaya'’s respect but not
his friendship.

This film didn’t have many takers, says
Singh. A retired central government em-
ployee, he used Rs 12 lakh of his own money
to make Gulli Danda. “There were many rea-
sons I wanted to make this film,” he says,
“Because, I wanted to put the focus back on
indigenous sports that are inexpensive and

my dad and my sister. He would buy us ice-
cream, and then we would go to our fac-
tory. My sister and [ would jump into the
bales of fabric. We played a game, where
we would shut our eyes and feel the fabric,
and guess a rayon from a cotton,” shares
the 33-year-old, “I could have joined my fa-
ther’s business, and expanded it, that
would have been easier. But I wanted to
break away and do my own thing.”

And break away he did. Rawal has de-
signed the costumes for films such as Aisha
(2010) and Once Upon A Time in Mumbai
Dobaara! (2013). A-listers such as Shahid
Kapoor and Sonam Kapoor are staunch
supporters of his work. He has also had a
stint with Being Human. While he may be
dressing up the who’s who of Bollywood,
he turns to the streets of the Mumbai for
inspiration. “I love watching people at sig-
nals and talking to them. I have never
wanted to be one of those designers who
are sketching feverishly in an AC studio. My
factory is in Andheri East. I often see some
jazzy outfits, a simple pant-shirt would be
paired with a cropped jacket with a biker
head.Ithink Mumbai has a strong sense of
street fashion,” he says.

Rawal channels his inner geek in his
photochromatic clothing that changes
colour in the sun. A soft pink jacket turns
toahot neon number. “Two for the price of
one,” he chuckles.

simple and Iwanted to give a chance to the-
atre artistes from Lucknow to play lead char-
acters. But most importantly, I wanted to
showcase how a story written during the
British rule is as relevant today, 70 years af-
ter independence.” He observed that even
though the zamindari system has been abol-
ished and there is reservation for scheduled
castes, on the ground and in the minds of
people, nothing has changed.

Lucknow-based theatre artist Yajvendra
Pratap Singh, who will next be seen in the
Hindi film Ek Ank, plays Munna, while his
peer in the theatre group, Sharad Raj plays
Gaya. Singh says that is his upcoming films
also, he will continue to star artistes from
his hometown. “Ever since the state govern-
ment has announced subsidies to produc-
tion houses, a lot of films are being shot here,
but the local artistes are still relegated to
supporting roles in Bollywood films,”
he says.

Though his family continues to live in
Delhi, Singh often heads to Lucknow, to pur-
sue his passion for theatre and films.
Previously, he made a 36-minute film on
Premchand’s Bade Bhai Sahib, which talks
about idealism and sense of responsibility
through the story of two brothers, who are
a few years apart in age but their outlook to
life is vastly different.

Currently, rehearsals are on at Singh'’s
studio apartment in Lucknow for the adap-
tation of a third story by Premchand,
Kaphan, writtenin 1936, which is a satirical
take on the exploitation of manual labour-
ers. “Once the post-production for Kaphan
iscomplete, I plan to put them together the
three films like an anthology of Premchand
stories and take them to festivals.”

LEHER KALA

Between

the Lines

When truthis
stranger than
legendary fiction

IT TURNS out it wasn’t Leo Tolstoy’s
seminal work War and Peace that the
Bombay High Court was referring to
during the trial of human rights activist
Vernon Gonsalves. It was War and
Peace in Junglemahal: People, State and
Maoists by Biswajit Roy, a collection of
essays on political doublespeak and the
Maoist problem. The Pune Police claim
this to be “highly incriminating evi-
dence” (among others) found at
Gonsalves’ residence (he is under ar-
rest for allegedly making provocative
speeches and instigating caste vio-
lence). “The CD Rajya Daman Virodhiit-
self suggests it has something against
the state. Why did you have this at
home?” asked Justice Sarang Kotwal,
according to a widely quoted PTI
report. Meanwhile, because of a com-
edy of errors misreporting this story,
one of the greatest love affairs in fiction
from Russia that everyone has heard
of but too few have read, was suddenly
trending on Twitter.

It must be said that irrespective of
which book the honourable judge was
alluding to, it doesn’t change a thing.
It's areally long shot, trying to incrim-
inate someone by finding a link be-
tween literature of any kind, and prov-
ing a crime was committed because of
it. Our bookshelves represent our in-
terests, our education, our pastand our
work. By the bizarre logic put forward
by the Pune Police maybe I should be
chucking my copy of Narconomics, a
readable dissection of the drug trade,
for fear somebody might thinkI'm con-
sidering a new career. However, the
fact that so many people thought it’s
entirely possible for the judiciary to
deny someone bail because they own
War and Peace, speaks volumes of how
menacing they believe the reach of the
Indian state is. And alas, more tragically,
how little they know of Tolstoy.

The facts though, are chilling.
Consider, ten law abiding citizens,
among them a poet and a professor
with no previous criminal records, are
arrested citing the draconian Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) under
the nebulous claim of participating in
anti state activity. Over a year later, it's
still not clear what the charges against
them are. While the Pune Police may
be accusing Gonsalves of being influ-
enced by Marxist literature, to an out-
sider, the situation s eerily reminiscent
of Franz Kafka’s The Trial — where the
protagonist is prosecuted by a remote
authoritarian counsel and the nature
of his crime not revealed either to him,
or the reader.

In reality, the frivolous allegation
against Gonsalves that has all of Twitter
reacting in outrage follows an accepted
practice in the business of law, where
the gap between winning and losing a
case is painstaking research. You have
to hand it to the canny (if slightly des-
perate) lawyer who could twist an ob-
scure and flimsy fact — a book on a
shelf —and magically present it as ev-
idence. The news s rife with examples
of cases in court where both the de-
fense and prosecution resort to clutch-
ing at straws to pad their cases. Just last
week awoman filed for divorce saying
her husband “fat shamed” her, causing
mental stress and agony. Some years
ago, AAP politician Somnath Bharti
was accused by his estranged wife, of
turning their pet Labrador against her.
Thatdog was possibly the firstin Indian
history who unwittingly became a co-
accused in a case of domestic violence.

The Pune Police’s shaky premise to
keep Gonsalves behind bars is not en-
tirely without precedence — there is
enough evidence to suggest we can’t
fully separate the work of our favourite
artists from our motivations. After
murdering John Lennon, Mark David
Chapman sat by his side and began
reading The Catcher in the Rye, that un-
forgettable ode to adolescent angst.
Would Lennon be alive if The Catcher
didn’texist? There were a spate of sim-
ilar suicides after the release of film The
Deer Hunter that so beautifully cap-
tured the Russian roulette obsession of
a disillusioned soldier. Who knows if
Biswajit Roy’s War and Peace in
Junglemahal had the transformative
power to compel Gonsalves to an im-
passioned and illegal new perspective
but any work that questions the
current status quo, somewhere, opens
one’s vision to new possibilities
for living.

hutkayfilms@gmail.com
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Brisk knocks by Colin de Grandhomme and Ross Taylor helped New
Zealand reach the 175-run target set by Sri Lanka with five wickets to
spare in the first T201 of the three-match series in Kandy on Sunday.

Chronicle of dismissals foretold

Bumrah hat-trick victims, like several other batsmen, were aware of the impending danger, but seemed powerless to prevent it

EXPRESS INWEST INDIES

SANDIPG
KINGSTON, SEPTEMBER

AMONG MODERN-AGE bowlers, no one per-
fected the art of taking hat-tricks like Wasim
Akram — the Pakistani maestro nabbed four,
two apiece in Tests and ODIs. Nine of the 12
victims were blasted out in a predictably
Akram-esque manner. Bowled. Six of them
perished to his signature in-swingers, rip-
ping, devilishly late-swerving corkers, beat-
ing batsmen by both pace and movement.
Almost frighteningly predictable.

The faces of befuddled batsmen tell a
story — they knew the unpreventable even-
tuality. It's not that they weren’t aware of the
most shining weapon in Akram's armoury;,
but it was irresistibly unpreventable. Like
death and taxes in life, or the hurricanes in
the Caribbean Sea.

Like it's with Jasprit Bumrah these days. In
these technologically-intoxicated days, it's
not difficult to gather data, dissect and dis-
semble a bowler, strip him to his elements,
however unique or skilled he is, and devise
counter-measures. Even before you're in the
middle, you can visualise and draw trajecto-
ries of the delivery in your mind, condition
your reflexes, toughen your mind and bound
into the middle. Soon, there could be batting
cages that can simulate the actual game sce-
nario. But there’s only so much technology, or
for that matter gathered wisdom or human
will, that can help you against great bowlers
when you're facing them out in the middle.
It’s their predictability that makes them
more indecipherable, that infuses a mortal
dread, that makes batsmen helpless.

Bumrah took six wickets in the first in-
nings as India bowled out the West Indies for
117 to take a 299-runlead. His 6-27 included
a hat-trick, only the third by an Indian in Test
cricket (after Harbhajan Singh in 2001 and
Irfan Pathan in 2006).

The faces of Bumrah’s dazed hat-trick vic-
tims reveal the story. Darren Bravo first. He
knew exactly how Bumrah would bowl. He
would look to slant the ball across him, prob-
ing his outside edge — the classical right-arm
fast bowler’s ploy from over the stumps. So
even before Bumrah exploded into his action,
Bravois shuffling across to cover his off-stump,
get outside the line and leave the delivery to
safety. Only that he can’t, he hangs his bat
frozen outside the off-stump, sees the ball
landing on middle-stump and swinging away.
Bravo doesn’t know how much it would swing,
He has tomake ajudgmentina split second, or
evenless when facing Bumrah. And he plonks
his bat, praying the ball would miss his bat. It
doesn’t. The helplessness flickers in his eyes.

Enters Shamarh Brooks. Even before he
marked his guard, those that have watched
Bumrah in the last few years knew the im-
pending delivery. A sense of deja vu, if youmay.
A full, sharp in-swinger on middle-and-off,
which the batsmen would consider ghastly
fortunate to inside-edge. Brooks didn’t. He
stood still, determined to make his move at the
very last moment. But before he could bring
his bat down, the ball had cannoned off to his
fresh white pads, leaving a tattoo-like mark on
them. That would, in time, serve areminder of
Bumrah'’s in-swing mastery. Bumrah, it seems,
hurries time, as much as stopsiit.

Next was Roston Chase’s turn. Among all
West Indies batsmen, he seems the sturdi-
estindefensive technique. He seems to have
time, a cool disposition and ability to judge
lengths. But he, like his colleagues, couldn’t
resist Bumrah'’s fury on a draining, humid af-
ternoon. He’s smart enough to second-guess
Bumrah'’s intentions. Most bowlers, espe-
cially fast bowlers on a hat-trick, look to re-
peat the same delivery that had put them on
the brink of the accomplishment. So Chase’s
mind might have been running a reel of
Bumrah’s in-swinger on loop. Just need to

Jasprit Bumrah is the third Indian bowler — after Harbhajan Singh against Australia in 2001 and Irfan Pathan against Pakistan in 2006 — to take a hat-trick in Tests. BCCI

BUMRAH AND THE BEAUTY OF PREDICTABILITY

These screenshots show how Bumrah trapped Brooks (left) and Chase

(right) on back-to-back deliveries.

FIVE OF Bumrah'’s six victims in Kingston
perished to in-swingers, just as all five of
his scalps in the second innings in
Antigua were wrought by out-swingers.
The dismissals of Shamarh Brook and
Roston Chase show how helpless bats-
men can be while facing Bumrah.

TO BROOKS, Bumrah bowled a a full,
sharp in-swinger on middle-and-off,
which batsmen would consider ghastly
fortunate to inside-edge. Brooks didn’t.
He stood still, determined to make his
move at the very last moment. But before
he could bring his bat down, the ball had

cannoned off to his fresh white pads.

ROSTON CHASE is smart enough to sec-
ond-guess Bumrah'’s intentions. Most
bowlers on a hat-trick look to repeat the
same delivery that had put them on the
brink of the accomplishment. So Chase’s
mind might have been running a reel of
Bumrah'’s in-swinger on loop. Just need to
bring the bat down in time. Chase tried, but
the pad obstructed his bat from coming
down fully. The front foot went slightly
across than he might have intended. Like
his colleagues, Chase knew Bumrah’s in-
tentions, yet doom was unpreventable.

He bowled some magic balls today.
He got the ball to swing quite late
this evening as well. He was
difficult. (The dismissal delivery)
angled in and left me at the last
moment, so | give him all credit for
that one.

JASON HOLDER
WINDIES SKIPPER ON BUMRAH

bring the bat down in time, he might have
steeled his mind, to manage at least the
thinnest fragment of wood on the ball.

The sequence plays out exactly the same
way as anticipated. So thinks Bumrah, So
thinks umpire Paul Reiffel. Only that Chase
hadn’t, as the pad had obstructed his bat
from coming down fully. The front foot went
slightly across than he might have designed
it to. Against Bumrah, such minutest of mis-
takes won’t go unpunished. Again, like his
colleagues, Chase knew Bumrah’s intentions,
yet doom was unpreventable.

In fact, five of his six victims perished to
in-swingers, just as all five of his scalps in the
second innings in Antigua were wrought by
out-swingers. It boggles the mind how repet-
itiveness can be so successful. The same
bowler performing the same tricks with the
same amount of success.

It's the case with all greatest sportsmen.
They keep doing the same stuff, day in and
day out, only that they do it with more vir-
tuosity, perfection and conviction to pull it
off at any given moment, than the merely

Mother's pride: A ton of joy for Vihari & family

VISHALMENON
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBERT

SEATED ON the couch at her Bowenpally res-
idence in Secunderabad, Vijayalaxmi is
groggy. It's close to midnight on Saturday,
well past her bedtime. But the 53-year-old
makes sure that she is wide awake and glued
to the television set. Far away at Sabina Park
in Kingston, her son Hanuma Vihari is ap-
proaching his maiden Test century. He had
come close in the previous Test in Antigua,
before falling short by seven runs.
Vijayalaxmi would take the blame for his
son's misfortune then. “During the first Test
(in Antigua), I couldn't stay up all night to
watch him bat, which is why he couldn't
score the century,” she says. This time,
Vijayalaxmi was taking no chances.

On Saturday, when Vihari nudged Kemar
Roach to mid-wicket, it was the most impor-
tant single he had ever taken. That run brought
up his first Test century,a moment of pure, un-
bridled joy for the 25-year-old, in his sixth Test.

Vijayalaxmi was overwhelmed with
emotion. This was the moment she had been
waiting for ever since she and her husband,

G. Satyanarayana decided to let their son fol-
low his dream of becoming a cricketer.
However, not having the husband by her side
made that moment a bit heart-wrenching.

Unsurprisingly, her son would dedicate
this knock to his late father. “My father
passed away when [ was 12 so ever since, |
have decided that when I play international
cricket, Iwant to dedicate my first century to
him,” Vihari would say after scoring 111.
“Today is an emotional day and I hope that
he is proud wherever he is and I'm really
happy that I have managed to achieve that.”

As Vijayalaxmi watched Vihari score his
maiden Test century, memories of her five-
year-old son rattling names of cricketers from
the Caribbean would flood her mind. “He was
barely five, but even then, he knew the names
of all the cricketers from West Indies. Lara,
Chanderpaul, Ambrose, Walsh, Ramnaresh
Sarwan, Franklyn Rose, Dillon... he would
keep taking their names,” she reminiscences.
It's only fitting that he notched up a century
against this team two decades later.

Vihari spent his early childhood in
Manuguru, a mofussil town on the banks of
the Godavari river known for its collieries.
His father, an engineer by profession, was

employed with the Singareni coalfields. The
Singareni staff quarters were home for
Hanuma and his elder sister Vyshnavi.
Interest in cricket was ignited in Vihari by his
uncle R. Prasad, a software professional
based in Hyderabad, and his mother
Vijayalaxmi. The two would devour all the
matches aired on television and even the
bulk of the discussion at the dinner table
would centre on VVS Laxman's exploits
against Australia and how Rahul Dravid kept
finding ways to score runs in England.

On his uncle's insistence, Satyanarayana
decided to let his wife and children move to
Hyderabad so that his son could pursue a ca-
reer in cricket. Vihari was barely eight when
Prasad got his nephew enrolled at St John's
academy in East Marredpally, Secunderabad.
Under the tutelage of R. Sridhar, his cricket-
ing career began to take shape.

“It was my father's decision to get us
shifted to Hyderabad so that my brother
could pursue cricket. All this while, my father
decided to stay back at Manuguru. Looking
back, my father made a lot of sacrifices to see
his son become a cricketer, and my brother
acknowledges this fact,” says Vyshnavi.

Cricket would consume the bulk of

Vihari’s time, which meant that after grad-
uating from St. Andrew's High School in
Secunderabad, he didn't give much thought
to college or higher studies. “He kept gradu-
ating on the cricketing field though, repre-
senting the school at U-13 level, and then
Hyderabad till the U-19 levels. Two years ago,
he shifted to the Andhra team in Ranji
Trophy,” his sister informs.

A prolific scorer

AsVihari continued toamass runson the do-
mesticcircuit, the success didn'talter his person-
ality. He would still remain calm and level-
headed with the steely resolve to play for India.
This is something Jim Crapnell, the head coach
of Hutton Cricket Club would attest to. He had
watched India's No.6 batsman from close quar-
tersfortwoseasons —in2014and 2015 —when
Viharijoined themtoplay club cricketin England.

“He stayed in my house for a while and
would do his thing quietly without creating a
problem for anyone. He was friendly to young-
sters and was a determined lad who would
practice for hours,” was his assessment. Even
then, there was one particular trait that got
Crapnell's attention.

“Initially, I found him calling his mother

good ones. How many times has one seen
Bumrah just striding into his run-up with-
out even warming up and just blasting the
stumps or pads? In the World Cup, it was
such a commonplace sight that he made one
wonder whether he was abowling robot. Or
inother words, it's greatness repeating itself.

It’s the same with Lionel Messi — a bulk of
his 419 goals have come in a similar manner.
A breezy run, a hoodwinking dribble and a
neat swish of that left foot that sends the ball
spinning through its orbit to the top corner of
the far post. Messi, the maestro he is, has
scored goals in every manner humanly pos-
sible. Butit’s the sequence that would remain
as the indelible image of his career.

Or take Roger Federer, no player in tennis
history had such ludicrous command over a
range of strokes, but it’s the silken forehand
that defines him, that brushstroke of a whip,
evading the opponent’s reach by a fraction,
whistling right under his nose to eternity.

Closer to Bumrah’s game, Shane Warne,
the master of bluff, preyed most of his 708
wickets with leg-breaks. So have James
Anderson’s in-swingers. Like all of them,
Bumrah has a bagful of tricks, butit’s the in-
swinger on which he has imprinted his sig-
nature. It’s predictable, yet unpreventable.

It shone in the eyes of the fans at Sabina
Park. It wasn’t antagonism that lit their eyes
but admiration, a blessed feeling that they
are watching greatness unfold in front of
them. A suspension of belief. Not to have
been beaten, but to have been there, watch-
ing Bumrah wreak havoc, in a predictable yet
frighteningly unpreventable way.

SCORECARD )
Wlvsing

2nd Test | Kingston| Day 3 (lunch)

INDIA 416 N 1401 0vs
(AFTER 336/7 ON DAY 2, LUNCH)

G Vihari cRoach bHolder 111 (225b, 16x4)
ISharma c Hetmyer b Brathwaite 57

(80b, 7x4)
Mohd Shami ¢ fHamilton b Cornwall 0 (2b)
0(4b)
M Extras: (b11,Ib19,w1) 31
M Fall of wickets; 1-32 (KL Rahul, 6.5 ov), 2-46
(Cheteshwar Pujara, 16.5 ov), 3-115 (Mayank
Agarwal, 40.5 ov), 4-164 (Ajinkya Rahane, 59.5
ov), 5-202 (Virat Kohli, 72.1 ov), 6-264 (Rishabh
Pant, 90.1 ov), 7-302 (Ravindra Jadeja, 110.1 ov),
8-414 (Ishant Sharma, 138.4 ov), 9-416
(Mohammed Shami, 139.2 ov), 10-416 (Hanuma
Vihari, 140.1 ov)

JBumrah not out

M Bowling:

KRoach 30-9-77-1
S Gabriel 21-4-74-0
JHolder 32.1-9-77-5
R Cornwall 41-10-105-3
R Chase 14-4-45-0
K Brathwaite 2-0-8-1
WINDIES 1747l ovs
K Brathwaite c fPant b Bumrah 10 (38b, 1x4)
J Campbell c fPant b Bumrah 2(16b)
D Bravo c Rahul b Bumrah 4(8b)
S Brooks Ibw b Bumrah 0(1b)
R Chase Ibw b Bumrah 0(1b)
S Hetmyer b Shami 34(57b,7x4)

JHolder c sub (Rohit) b Bumrah 18 (38b, 2x4)
JHamilton c Kohli bISharma 5(59b

)
R Cornwall c Rahane b Shami 14 (31b, 2x4)
)
)

KRoach cAgarwalbJadeja 17 (31b, 3x4
S Gabriel not out 0(3b
M Extras: (b8,1b5) 13

M Fall of wickets: 1-9 (John Campbell, 6.4 ov),
2-13(Darren Bravo, 8.2 ov), 3-13 (Shamarh Brooks,
8.3 0v),4-13 (Roston Chase, 8.4 ov), 5-22 (Kraigg
Brathwaite, 12.5 ov),6-67 (Shimron Hetmyer, 24.6
ov), 7-78 (Jason Holder, 28.1 ov), 8-97 (Rahkeem
Cornwall, 37.1 ov), 9-117 (Jahmar Hamilton, 46.3
ov), 10-117 (Kemar Roach, 47.1 ov)

M Bowling:

ISharma 10.5-3-24-1
JBumrah 12.1-3-27-6
Mohd Shami 13-3-34-2
RJadeja 111-7-19-1
INDIA 16/1IN9 ovs
KL Rahul not out 6(29b, 1x4)
M Agarwal Ibw b Roach 4(15b,1x4)
CPujara not out 5(10b, 1x4)
M Extras:(Ib1) 1
H Fall of wickets; 1-9(Mayank Agarwal, 4.6 ov)
M Bowling:

KRoach 4-1-7-1
JHolder 3-2-4-0
R Cornwall 1-0-4-0
S Gabriel 1-1-0-0

Hanuma Vihari dedicated his maiden Test century to his late father. In the picture
on the right, a 3-year-old Hanuma is seen with his parents.

often. At first, I thought it was a case of ayoung
kid who was homesick. By the end of his stint
here, I realised that it was more about him
taking care of her. His was a very close-knit
family,” he adds. When Vihari was selected
for the Indian squad for the England tour,
Crapnell would tweet: “My finest piece of re-
cruitment to date.”

Vyshnavi calls her brother an innocent
boy consumed by cricket. This is why his

over-the-top celebrations after reaching the
century on Saturday came as a surprise to
her. “He is not the sort of a guy who would
show a lot of emotion. But this was his first
Test century,” she quips.

Back home, Vijayalaxmi’s phone has been
buzzing incessantly. In the midst of attending
to calls from relatives and well-wishers, she
only wishes she had her husband by her side
in their moment of pride.
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From watching idol to beating her

Young Yashaswini beats 2004 Olympic champion Kostevych to seal 9th quota spot for Tokyo Games

Arsenal fight
back against

Spurs to draw
local derby

REUTERS
LONDON, SEPTEMBER'1

ARSENAL STRIKING duo Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang and Alexandre Lacazette scored
as their side roared back from two goals down
to draw 2-2 at home to rivals Tottenham
Hotspur in a thrilling north London derby in
the Premier League on Sunday.

Tottenham's Christian Eriksen nudged
the ballinto an empty net on the rebound to
give the visitors an early lead after a superb
piece of hold up play from Son Heung-min
allowed Erik Lamela to fire at goalkeeper
Bernd Leno.

Arsenal had most of the ball but Spurs
were far more threatening on the break and
Leno was forced to keep out stinging efforts
from Kane and Eriksen before Tottenham
were awarded a penalty for a clumsy foul by
Granit Xhaka on Son.

Kane scored from the spot in the 40th
minute to put Spurs on track for a first league
win on enemy territory in nine years but
Lacazette halved the deficit right before half-
time with an emphatic strike after an exqui-
site pass from Nicolas Pepe.

Kane came close to sealing the points for
Tottenham when he struck the post but
Arsenal became galvanised when Spanish
midfielder Dani Ceballos came off the bench
and smashed a shot which keeper Hugo
Lloris did well to tip over.

An equaliser looked ever likelier and duly
arrived when Gabon striker Aubameyang
prodded a lofted pass from Matteo
Guendouzi into the net in the 71st minute,
scoring a third goal in four Premier League
games this season.

Arsenal's Sokratis Papastathopoulos had
agoal ruled out for offside while Tottenham's
Moussa Sissoko spurned a last-gasp chance
in a thrilling finale by blasting over the bar.
Arsenal have seven points while Spurs are
on five from four games.

Everton edge Wolves 3-2

RICHARLISON SCORED twice and Alex Iwobi
netted his firstleague goal to hand Evertona
3-2 win over Wolverhampton Wanderers in
an electrifying Premier League encounter at
Goodison Park on Sunday.

Wolves gifted the home side the opening
goalin the fifth minute, a defensive mix-up be-
tween defender Conor Coady and goalkeeper
Rui Patricio presenting the ball to Richarlison,
who thumped a bouncing shot into the net.
Everton were equally generous four minutes
later as Adama Traore sent a low ball into the
box and defender Seamus Coleman stopped it
infront of the goal, teeing it up for Romain Saiss
to poke home the equaliser.

Iwobi put his side ahead again three min-
utes later, rising to send Gylfi Sigursson's
header flying past Patricio.

Having successfully qualified for the
group stages of the Europa League on
Thursday by completing a 5-3 aggregate win
over Torino, Wolves looked to be running out
of steam in the second half until Raul imenez
stooped to head home a flick-on from along
throw to put them level again.

Richarlison secured all three points for the
home side in the 80th minute, out-jumping
Willy Boly to give his side the lead for the third
time. Boly was sent off in stoppage time after
receiving a second yellow card for a foul on
Richarlison as Everton hung on to win, and
Wolves coach Nuno Espirito Santos expressed
his disappointment with his rearguard.

"We should defend better and we must
do that. We played on Thursday night which
was high on emotions, we recovered and set-
tled down but coming to Goodison Park s al-
ways tough. The Premier League has high
standards," he told Sky Sports.

BELGIAN GP

NITINSHARMA
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER1

IN HER early days of pistol shooting at
Panchkula, a young Yashaswini Deswal
would often search for videos of champion
shooters on her father SS Deswal’s computer.

Among the videos she searched were those
of 2004 Olympic champion Olena Kostevych.
On Sunday;, as the 22-year-old Deswal became
women’s 10m Air Pistol world champion edg-
ing out the Ukrainian to claim India’s ninth
Olympic quotainRio deJaneiro, it was asurreal
moment for the Haryana shooter.

“When I started shooting, | would watch
hervideos and she remains my idol. Towin the
gold medal and the Olympic quota defeating
her in the final is a moment to remember and
when we congratulated each other, I was try-
ing to control my emotions. Even thoughIled
throughout the final, I knew that a shooter like
her canalways come back. But my focus was to
execute each shoot as per my training and
preparation and not to think about whoIwas
competing against,” Deswal told The Indian
Express. Deswal shot a score of 582 to top the
qualification before winning the gold medal,
as she led from the second series onwards.

Catching the bug

While her father, who is now DG, ITBP,
Delhi, was posted in Gurgaon in 2010, a
young Yashaswini would accompany him to
watch the full bore rifle events of the 2010
Commonwealth Games. Itignited her inter-
est in the sport and on her return to their
Panchkula home, she also accompanied her
father to a police shooting range, where she
first saw pistol shooting.

“I was fascinated by the idea of guns and
shooting. One of my uncles was in the Indian
Army and when we visited him, we would
get to see the small weapons during display
functions held at his unit. When we came
back to Panchkula, my father took me to one
of the police ranges near Panchkula and I
tried pistol shooting there. While the guns
were too big for my physique at that time,
thought I can give pistol shooting a try and
that’s how it began for me,” recalls Deswal.

ISSF jury member Tejinder Singh Dhillon
soon took her Deswal under his wings and
the youngster started shooting with a sec-
ond-hand pistol in 2012. The next year,
Deswal persuaded her father to make her a
10m range at their residence at Panchkula,
and her mother Saroj, the Chief Income Tax
Commissioner, Panchkula, would often
spend hours waiting for her daughter to fin-
ish her training.

One champ to rule them all:

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, SEPTEMBER1

VASYL LOMACHENKO'S big goal in boxing is
to become unified champion in one weight
category. He's one win away from achieving
that dream.

Considered among the world's greatest
pound-for-pound fighters, Lomachenko
added the vacant WBC belt to his WBA and
WBO titles at lightweight with a unanimous
points win over Britain's Luke Campbell on
Saturday.

Two judges awarded the fight 119-108
to Lomachenko, with the other giving it to
the Ukrainian 118-109 at the O2 Arena in
London — the city where, seven years ago
to the day, he won one of his two Olympic
gold medals.

Campbell, also an Olympic champ in
2012, gave Lomachenko problems with his
longer reach but struggled to make it to the
final bell after being knocked down in the
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Yashaswini Deswal has been training with ISSF jury member Tejinder Singh Dhillon since 2012. Express file

“Yashaswini was very particular about her
studies and as Panchkula does not have a
range, she asked us to get one made at home.
But it also meant that sometimes she would
end her training sessions at 9-10 p.m. As any
mother, [ would be worried about her diet
schedule but knew that shooting is like having
her favourite food,” recalls the mother.

The same time, coach Dhillon would face
another challenge. Yashaswini was still under-
weight for her age and apart from the basics,
the coach would also formulate a diet plan.

Success and a slump

The youngster won the junior national ti-
tle in Pune in 2014 before finishing fifth in
the 2014 Youth Olympics at Nanjing, China.
The next year, Deswal claimed the silver
medal at the Delhi nationals, shooting 384
in qualification. The same year, she shot a
qualification score of 386 to claim the bronze
medal in Czech Republic before missing a
chance to earn the quota for the 2016
Olympics when she finished fourth in the
10m air Pistol final at the Asian Shooting
Championships in Delhi, despite shooting

11thand desperately wrestling his opponent
to the canvas in the 12th while in survival
mode.

A stunning amateur fighter, Lomachenko
is breaking records as a pro, having become
the quickest boxer to win world titles at three
weights, in just 12 fights.

Only Ghana's Richard Commey, who
holds the IBF title, stands between
Lomachenko and a sweep of the 135-pound
belts. Commey is set to fight mandatory chal-
lenger Teofimo Lopez Jnr. in December, and
perhaps Lomachenko after that.

“Next, IBE. This is my title,” Lomachenko
said.

The technique, athleticism and foot speed
that stands Lomachenko apart from the rest
only shone through against Campbell after
he made his first breakthrough in the fight
— a short left to the face that plunged
Campbell back to the ropes in the fifth round.

While Lomachenko connected with
more power punches — 136 to 87 inthe end
— the rounds stayed close, with Campbell, a

Skiing and mountaineering help
me relax my mind and also offer
the same kind of thrill whichisin
shooting. | have read that (2020
Olympics host Japan) has got
some good ski slopes and maybe |
can visit them later.”

YASHASWINIDESWAL,
WOMEN’'S T0M AIR PISTOL CHAMPION ON HER
LOVE FOR SKIING

387 in qualification.

But her scores in the qualification at the
international level would hover around 375
atthe international level in 2016, as she won
the silver medal in Junior world cup in Suhl.
Before the new format of 60 shots was intro-
duced in 2017, Deswal became the junior
world champion the same year when she
shot 385 in qualification.

“The thing about Yashaswini was that she
shot well in the trials and won medals but
her qualification scores would show fluctu-
ations. During that time, we worked upon

her grip alignment and it was also about
clearing her thought process. When the for-
mat changed to 60 shots, we spent time on
holding the gun for long and focus on the
sight and maintaining stability,” says Dhillon,
a former IG of Police, CRPF.

Compatriot Manu Bhaker would win the
world junior championship only in 2018. But
while Bhaker would win medals at the CWG
and senior World Cups, Deswal narrowly
missed medals at the international level.

Ski and mountaineering expert

The Panjab University law student has
also done a diploma in skiing and spent some
time practising the sport in Auli, Uttarakhand
this year. While Deswal needs to maintain
her form this year to book a berth for the
2020 Olympics, getting a chance to visit
Japan, which has hosted the Winter
Olympics twice, is an extra incentive.

“Skiing and mountaineering help me relax
my mind and also offer the same kind of thrill
whichisinshooting. I have read that the coun-
try has got some good ski slopes and maybe |
can visit them later,” said the youngster.

Jinson betters
1500m national
record, qualifies
for Worlds

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BERLIN,SEPTEMBER 1

ASIAN GAMES gold medallist Jinson Johnson
bettered his own 1500m national record while
clinchingasilver in the ISTAF Berlin event here
on Sunday. Johnson clocked 3 minute 35.24
seconds to finish second behind Joshua
Thompson of United States at the Olympic
Stadium here. The earlier national record in the
name of the 28-year-old Kerala runner was
3:37.62 which he had clocked at Nijmegen in
the Netherlands in June. He also holds the
800m national record (1:45.65).

With his own national record shattering
effort, Jinson also qualified for the World
Championships to be held in Doha from
September 28 to October 6. The World
Championships qualifying time is 3:36.00.

"l was expecting to set new national
record but did not expect to win the silver. |
will now go to Colorado in USA for further
training and then to Doha for World
Championships,” Jinson said after the event.

"lam very happy. But my ultimate aim is
to do well in Tokyo 2020."

Jinson had won the 2018 Asian Games
gold in 1500m with a time of 3:44.72. ISTAF
Berlin is a part of the IAAF World Challenge
meetings, the second tier of global one day
athletics events. It is the penultimate leg of
the IAAF World Challenge meetings this year.

Grasse powers to 100m win

Reuters: Canadian Andre De Grasse randown
South African Akani Simbine to win the 100
metres in his fastest time of the year.

De Grasse, the Olympic 100m bronze
medallist,came on strong in the final 30 me-
tres to take a confidence-boosting victory in
9.97 seconds. Commonwealth Games cham-
pion Simbine was second in 9.99.

"This was like a comeback for me," said De
Grasse, who missed the 2017 world champi-
onships with a hamstring injury that lingered
lastyear. "These were my last 100m before the
world championships and this race gives me
a good time before I race in Doha.”

Olympic 110m hurdles champion Omar
McLeod of Jamaica also ran his best time of
the year to take victory in a time of 13.07 sec-
onds. The men's pole vault brought together
the three top medal contenders for Doha
with American-born Swede Mondo
Duplantis edging U.S. world champion Sam
Kendricks on misses as both cleared 5.80min
windy conditions. Poland's Piotr Lisek was
third at 5.70m.

[L.omachenko wins third of four title belts

southpaw, connecting a few times with his
looping left hook.

The 11th was where Lomachenko
showed his class, following up a flurry of
body shots with a straight right to the face
that sent Campbell backward and down for
an eight count. Lomachenko landed 31
power punches in that round alone, and
Campbell was saved by the bell.

A visibly tiring Campbell struck a low
blow in the 12th before virtually rugby-tack-
ling Lomachenko to the floor late in, much to
the bemusement of the Ukrainian.

The result wasn'tin doubt as they waited
for the judges' scoring.

“He's a special fighter, we all knew he was
a special fighter,” said Campbell (20-3, 16
KOs), who also lost to Jorge Linares in a split
decisionin 2017. “It's hard to come up witha
game plan when someone like that is so good
in front of you.”

The 31-year-old Lomachenko (14-1, 10
KOs) said he wanted to fight again in Britain.
By that time, he might have become undis-

puted lightweight champion and be fighting
at another weight.

“We are looking to win the fourth belt to
unify the title,” his promoter, Bob Arum, said
in the ring.

In the undercard, Britain's Charlie
Edwards retained his WBC world flyweight
title after video evidence overturned his
stoppage loss to Mexican opponent Julio
Cesar Martinez.

After Edwards took a knee in the third
round following a flurry of shots, Martinez
landed a punch to Edwards' ribs that was
missed by referee Mark Lyson.

Martinez was declared the winner to
jeers from the home fans but WBC supervi-
sor Mauricio Sulaiman — watching at ring-
side — declared the fight a no contest and
said there would be a rematch.

In the heavyweight division, Alexander
Povetkin won a unanimous points decision
over Hughie Fury — the cousin of former
world heavyweight champion Tyson Fury —
to claim the vacant WBA International title.

Lomachenko defeated Luke Campbell to
add the WBCbelt to his WBA and WBO
titles. He needs the IBF title to become
the unified lightweight champ. Reuters

Leclerc dedicates bittersweet first win to former karting rival Hubert

REUTERS
SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS (BELGIUM),
SEPTEMBER'

CHARLES LECLERC fended off a charging Lewis
Hamilton to claim a bittersweet first Formula
One win on Sunday as the Belgian Grand Prix
brought the curtain down on a dark weekend
for the sport after the death of French racer
Anthoine Hubert.

Monegasque Leclerc, who had started from
pole, crossed the lineless thanasecond ahead
of Mercedes driver Hamilton, who neverthe-
less extended his lead in the overall standings
to 65 points over team mate Valtteri Bottas,
who finished third.

Sunday’s victory must have felt like a long
time coming for Leclerc, after engine problems
denied the 21-year-old victory in the second
race of the season in Bahrain in March. It was
also Ferrari’s first win this year.

But he tooklittle joy init after French racer
Anthoine Hubert, 22, was killed in a high speed
crash in a Formula Two race at the Spa-
Francorchamps track on Saturday.

“One hand I've got a dream since being a
child that hasbeenrealised, on the other hand
it has been a very difficult weekend since yes-
terday,” said Leclerc, who dedicated his win to
Hubert.

“We grew up together, my first ever race |
did it with Anthoine, Esteban (Ocon), Pierre
(Gasly). “Ican’t fully enjoy my first victory, but
it will definitely be a memory I will keep for-
ever,” added Leclerc.

Leclerc kept his lead off the line.

Behind him, Sebastian Vettel, starting sec-

A minute’s silence was held for French F2 racer Anthoine Hubert, who was killed in a crash on Saturday. His mother was consoled
by Belgian GP winner Charles Leclerc, who posted an Instagram photo of himself and Hubert during their junior racing days. AP

ond in a front row lockout for Ferrari, went
wheel-to-wheel with Hamilton who began
third. The Briton briefly got past but Vettel
used the formidable straight line speed of his
Ferrari to take second place back from the sil-
ver car.

Hamilton finally overtook Vettel on the
32nd lap, with the German a sitting duck on
fading tyres and chased Leclerc down.

The Mercedes was clearly faster but ulti-
mately ran out of laps. Vettel finished fourth,
with the 32-year-old’s race going from bad to
worse.

Fastest lap

Hunting for his first win since last year’s
Belgian race, the German was tricked into pit-
ting early by Mercedes. While the early stop
initially gave him an advantage, with the four-
time champion finding himself in the lead, he
eventually began to run out of grip.

He was ordered to make way for Leclerc,
who was clearly faster, before stopping for a
second time on the 33rd lap.

His only consolation was scoring the sin-
gle point on offer for setting the fastest lap.

Alexander Albon was an impressive fifth

on his Red Bull debut. The Thai rookie, pro-
moted from Toro Rosso to the former champi-
ons in a swap with Frenchman Pierre Gasly,
had started 17th due to an engine-related grid
penalty. He was the only Red Bull to make it to
the finish. Max Verstappen, favourite of the le-
gions of orange-clad Dutch fans thronging the
track, collided with Kimi Raikkonen at the start
before retiring on the opening lap.

The incident brought out the safety car.

Sergio Perez was sixth for the Racing Point
team ahead of Toro Rosso’s Daniil Kvyat. Nico
Hulkenberg was eight for Renault while Gasly

scored points on his return to Toro Rosso in
ninth. Lance Stroll in the other Racing Point
rounded out the top 10.

Solemn weekend

Onasolemn weekend for motorsport, driv-
ers twice observed a minute's silence on
Sunday in memory of Hubert.

Hubert's mother and brother held his rac-
ing helmet in their hands as teams and drivers
stood alongside them with heads bowed inthe
Spa-Francorchamps paddock.

Hubert died after an estimated 160 mph
(257 kph) collision with 20-year-old US driver
Juan-Manuel Correa's car as they accelerated
uphill and then out of the notorious Eau Rouge
corner onLap 2. Hubert's car sustained a huge
side-on impact and span around violently. He
was pronounced dead at 6:35 p.m. local time
onSaturday. Correaisrecoveringina Liege hos-
pital from his injuries.

Sunday's scheduled F2 race was canceled
out of respect for Hubert. His mother was con-
soled by Ferrari F1 driver Charles Leclerc, who
on Saturday posted an Instagram photo of him-
selfand Hubert during their junior racing days.

Another minute’s silence was held before
the F1 GP, which started at 3:10 p.m. local time
as F1 drivers and others paused to remember
him. With Hubert's mother and brother stand-
ing in the middle of the grid, a member of
Hubert's team kissed Hubert's race helmet and
placed it on top of a stand as silence enveloped
the circuit. As drivers walked past and ex-
pressed their condolences, world champion
Hamilton hugged Hubert's mother and Leclerc
comforted his brother. After winning his first F1
race on Sunday, Leclerc climbed out of the

cockpit and pointed to the words “Racing For
Anthoine” written on the side of his Ferrari.
Then, Leclerc looked up and pointed to the
skies with both hands as he stood on the
podium. “Tolose him yesterday was a big shock
forme.Itwasaverysadday,” Leclercsaid. “We
lose someone on track, a track where you need
to race the day after. It's obviously quite chal-
lenging to then close the (helmet)visor and go
through the exact same corner (where the
crash happened).”

Giuliano Alesi, the 19-year-old son of for-
mer Ferrari F1 driver Jean Alesi, was also in-
volved in Saturday's crash but he was un-
harmed. Alesi was present along with his
father, and also four-time F1 champion Alain
Prost, a non-executive director with the
Renault team. Hubert, who won the GP3
championship last year, was also part of the
Renault Sport Academy and had a great admi-
ration for Prost. At the French F2 GPin June, one
of the two F2 races that Hubert won this sea-
son, Hubert had unveiled a racing helmet with
atribute to Prost.

“He represented everything I liked in a
driver ... He was among those who asked the
most questions,” Prost told French broad-
caster RMC Sport. “I was happy to be an ex-
ample for him. When he made that special
helmet, I wasn't aware of it. When I found
out, it was touching."

RESULIS: 1. C Leclerc (Ferrari) 1:49.044, 2. L
Hamilton (Mercedes) +00.981 seconds, 3.V
Bottas(Mercedes)+12.585,4.S Vettel (Ferrari)
+26.422,5. A Albon (Red Bull) +1:21.325;
STANDINGS: 1. L Hamilton (250 pts), 2.V
Bottas (188),3. M Verstappen (181),4. S Vettel
(156),5.CLeclerc(132)
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Teenager makes teary exit

Defending champion Naomi Osaka beats 15-year-old American Coco Gauff on an emotional night at US Open

CHRISTOPHERCLAREY
NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 1

IN A short match long on emotion, Naomi
Osaka, the world’s No. 1 player, ended the
latest Grand Slam run by the 15-year-old
American Coco Gauff in the third round of
the United States Open.

Osaka’s 6-3, 6-0 victory on Saturday
night, in a sold-out Arthur Ashe Stadium, was
no great surprise and certainly no discredit to
Gauff, who has captured plenty of imagina-
tions and attention this summer with her tal-
ent and fighting spirit. But for all her preco-
cious power, speed and clear potential, there
is still a significant gap in consistency and
technical proficiency between Gauff and the
best players in the women'’s game.

“I think she played amazing,” Gauff said
of Osaka. “She had way more winners than I
did, and it was hard to take control of the ral-
lies, but I'll learn a lot from the match. She’s
the No. 1 player in the world right now, so |
know what I need to do to get to that level.”

Osaka also demonstrated class and care in
victory, counseling Gauff and helping her
younger opponent work through her disap-
pointment. “After the match, I think she just
proved that she’s a true athlete,” Gauff said.
“For me, the definition of an athlete is some-
one who on the court treats you like they’re
your worst enemy, but off the court can be your
best friend. I think that’s what she did tonight.”

Gauff has defeated several of her elders,
including 39-year-old Venus Williams, but
sheis 0-2 against top-10 opposition after los-
ing to Simona Halep in the fourth round of
Wimbledon and to Osaka on Saturday.

Osaka broke Gauff's serve six times and
focused her attacks on Gauff's forehand side,
the younger woman'’s weaker wing. Above
all, itwas arousing, deeply focused perform-
ance by Osaka, the reigning U.S. Open cham-
pion who returned ferociously and had 24
winners and 17 unforced errors while again
being required to cope with a complex psy-
chological dynamic in Ashe Stadium.

Last year, in her first Grand Slam final,
Osaka played brilliantly to defeat Serena
Williams, the greatest player of this era,ina
match that turned contentious as Williams
clashed with the chair umpire Carlos Ramos.

Ramos penalized Williams a point and
then a game in the second set. The trophy
ceremony was interrupted by boos as the
crowd vented its ire at Ramos, leaving Osaka

Naomi Osaka consoles 15-year-old Coco Gauff (R), who broke down after losing in the US Open third round. USA Today Sports

in tears and many others, including Williams,
with regrets. Williams later said that she sent
apologetic text messages to Osaka after last
year’s final. On Saturday, Osaka, who repre-
sents Japan but lives in Florida, again had to
play the equivalent of a road game with the
majority of the fans behind Gauff, who has
become a crowd darling wherever she plays.
There were still tears in the aftermath this
time, but they were of amuch different prove-
nance. Though the first set was closely con-
tested, Osaka took command of the match for
good early in the second set. Gauff, normally
poised beyond her years, began to express
frustration as the double faults (7) and un-
forced errors (24) piled up in the face of
Osaka’s pressure and power. “She was nerv-
ous and she over-hit,” said Corey Gauff, her
father and longtime coach. “You feel like she’s
hitting hard, and you try to hit even harder.”
Gauff pointed to the strings of her racket,

SECOND-SEED BARTY OUT

Second-seeded Ash Barty is out of
the US Open, beaten 6-2, 6-4 by
Wang Qiang, who advancedtoa
Grand Slam quarterfinal for the first
time. The 18th-ranked Wang, who
had never been beyond the third
round of a major in 20 tries, kept
Barty back with consistent ground
strokes thatlanded deep in the court
and she had just 14 unforced errors
to her opponent's 39. AP

yelling “Stop” at one point, in the direction
of her parents and team. Osaka would win
28 points to Gauff’s 12 in the second set, hold-
ing at love to close out the match. When it

was over, Osaka started a conversation after
the handshake and embrace at the net. She
persuaded Gauff to remain on court for the
post-match television interview instead of
heading to the locker room immediately.

“I'm going to, like, cry,” Gauff said. Osaka
responded: “I think it's better than going into
the shower and crying.”

Osaka later teared up herself as she an-
swered questions on court from ESPN’s Mary
Joe Fernandez. “I was crying. Everybody was
crying,” Gauff said. “Iwaslike,I don’t know why
she’s crying. Iwas like, ‘You won the match.’ But
[ think it was a good moment for both of us.”

Osaka, 21, who has trained at the same
academy in Delray Beach as Gauff, explained.
“Iwanted her to have her head high, not walk
off the court sad,” Osaka said. “I want her to
be aware that she’s accomplished so much,
and she’s still so young.”

Osaka continued, speaking to the news

media: “I know that you guys are kind of
coming at her with love, too, but I feel like
the amount of media on her right now is kind
of insane for her age. I just want her to, like,
take care of herself.”

Struggling for form

Osaka has struggled to hit the same high
notes inrecent months after surprisingly split-
ting with her coach Sascha Bajinin January af-
ter winning the Australian Open. She has yet
to reach another final since that victory. But
withanew coach, Jermaine Jenkins, in her cor-
ner, she is backin the fourth round at Flushing
Meadows. She will face a tough challenge on
Monday in the 13th-seeded Belinda Bencic,
who has beaten Osaka twice this year. A for-
mer prodigy herself, Bencic, 22, broke into the
top 10 as a teenager before wrist surgery in
2017 stopped her progress.But Bencic is back
in earnest now. She is one of the game’s best
counterpunchers and is at her most danger-
ous on hardcourts. She advanced to the fourth
round by walkover on Saturday after Anett
Kontaveit, her would-be opponent, withdrew
before the match because of a viral illness.

Gauff, born and raised in Delray Beach,
Fla., was the youngest player to reach the
third round of the U.S. Open in singles since
Anna Kournikova in 1996. Though this was
only Gauff’s fourth tour-level event, she has
fast become a crowd darling and even re-
ceived a high-five from a U.S. Open security
guard after coming through the metal detec-
tor as she arrived on site on Saturday.

Cocomania began at Wimbledon in July
when she became the youngest qualifier
there in the Open era. In her Grand Slam sin-
gles debut, she then upset Venus Williams,
a former No. 1 and five-time Wimbledon
champion, in the first round. She went on to
save two match points and win her third-
round duel with Polona Hercog in her first
appearance on Centre Court. She then lost to
Halep, who went on to take the title.

In 2018, Gaulff lost in the quarterfinals of
the U.S. Open junior tournament and in the
second round of the mixed doubles event. One
year later, she walked out, headphones and
game face in place, to kick off the night ses-
sion on Labor Day weekend and play her first
match in Ashe Stadium. “It was an emotional
moment for me,” Corey Gauff said. “I looked
down and that was my little girl going out on
the court. So much pressure. Even though
there shouldn’t be pressure, you see all those
people and you want to do well. NYT
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Iam not king from nowhere. |
just like this colour. | thinkit’sa
happy colour. 1 didn’teven
know this is aroyal color. But,
you know it’s good to play
(wearing) black on the night
session and on the day session
with some more bright colours.

RAFAEL NADAL
ON BEING TOLD PURPLE IS THE COLOUR OF
ROYALTY AND HE IS THE *KING OF CLAY’

Medvedev fined
$9.,000

Russian fifth seed Daniil Medvedev
was fined USD 9,000 by the US Open
after his unsportsmanlike remarks
and obscene gesture in a Friday night
triumph. As he reached the chair
against Spain's Feliciano Lopez,
Medvedev lifted his middle finger to
the side of his head away from the
view of the chair umpire but not from
stadium cameras, which showed the
image on the stadium video screen.

Important results

MEN: 2-Rafael Nadal (ESP) bt Chung
Hyeon (KOR)6-3,6-4,6-2; 6-Alexander
Zverev (GER) bt Aljaz Bedene (SVN) 6-
7(4),7-6(4),6-3,7-6(3); 22-Marin Cilic
(CRO) bt 14-John Isner (USA) 7-5, 3-6,
7-6 (6), 6-4; 20-Diego Schwartzman
(ARG)btTennys Sandgren (USA)6-4, 6-
1, 6-3; 24-Matteo Berrettini (ITA) bt
Alexei Popyrin (AUS) 6-4, 6-4,6-7 (3),
7-6(2); Andrey Rublev (RUS) bt 28-Nick
Kyrgios (AUS)7-6(5),7-6(5),6-3.
WOMEN: 1-Naomi Osaka (JPN)bt Cori
Gauff (USA) 6-3, 6-0; 23-Donna Vekic
(CRO)btYulia Putintseva(KAZ)6-4,6-1,
26-Julia Goerges(GER) bt 7-Kiki Bertens
(NED) 6-2, 6-3; 15-Bianca Andreescu
(CAN) bt 19-Caroline Wozniacki (DEN)
6-4, 6-4; 25-Elise Mertens (BEL) bt
Andrea Petkovic (GER) 6-3,6-3
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