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Alka Lamba disqualified
from Delhi Assembly

NEW DELHI

Rebel AAP Delhi MLA Alka
Lamba was on Thursday
disqualified by Delhi
Assembly Speaker Ram Niwas
Goel under the anti-defection
law. The Speaker took the
decision based on a
disqualification petition
moved by AAP chief
spokesperson Saurabh
Bharadwaj.
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‘Hug each Kashmiri, build new paradise’

Prime Minister Modi sees attempts from across the border to spread violence in the State

STAFF REPORTER
NASHIK

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said it was
time to build a new Kashmir
after the scrapping of Article
370, and the country should
unite as one towards this.

“Earlier, the slogan used
to be Kashmir hamara hai
[Kashmir is ours]. This must
now change to Naya Kash-
mir banana hai [We must
make a new Kashmir]. We
have to once again build a
paradise [in Kashmir]... hug
each Kashmiri,” he said at
the last rally of the Mahaja-
nadesh Yatra that was
launched by Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis on August 1.

The scrapping of Article
370 would help to remove
Jammu & Kashmir and La-
dakh from the vicious cycle

New slogan: Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaking at a
rally in Nashik on Thursday. =vivek BeNDRE

of militancy, violence and
corruption. “We had pro-
mised the country that we
will make fresh attempts to
resolve the issues affecting
Jammu, Kashmir and La-
dakh. I can happily say today
that the country is working

towards fulfilling those
dreams.” It was not the deci-
sion of one government, but
the wish of 1.3 crore Indians,
he said.

The first 100 days of the
government, he said, were
marked by “promise, perfor-

Protest armada

Fears over livelihood: Country boat fishermen staglng a protest at Morepannai in Ramanathapuram district of Tamil Nadu

on Thursday against the laying of pipelines for seawater intake for the Uppur thermal power plant.

= L. BALACHANDAR

In liquidity push, PSBs plan
loan melas in 400 districts

Customers can take any type of loan: Finance Minister

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
In a bid to dispel the notion
that only the banks have li-
quidity and it is not flowing
to the NBFCs and the cus-
tomers, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday announced that all
scheduled banks would hold
large gatherings in 400 dis-
tricts, where customers can
take any type of loan they
want from the banks and the
NBFCs partnering with
them.

The Finance Ministry, in a
release, said banks had en-
tered into 14 tie-ups with

Nirmala Sitharaman.
=SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

NBFCs for co-originating
loans, with another 36 tie-
ups in the pipeline.

She said no MSME-
stressed loan would be clas-
sified as non-performing as-

set until March 31, 2020.
“The perception is that
the banks have the liquidity,
and this is not going to the
NBFCs and from there to the
end-customers,” she said at
a press conference, after
meeting the heads of public
sector banks. “We have de-
cided that in 200 districts,
between now and Septem-
ber 29, there will be gather-
ings organised by banks of
the NBFCs they have part-
nered with,” she added.
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mance and delivery”. “In the
first 100 days, we have given
a clear picture of what is to
come in the next five years.”
Attempts were being
made from across the border
to spread violence in Kash-
mir and the Opposition was
trying to gain political mi-
leage from an issue which
was for the larger good of the
country, he observed.

Swipe at Pawar

Taking a swipe at Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) chief
Sharad Pawar for his re-
marks on the scrapping of
Article 370, Mr. Modi said, “I
can understand the Con-
gress’s confusion. But Sha-
rad Pawar? A leader as expe-
rienced as him makes wrong
statements just to gain votes
and it hurts me. Mr. Pawar
likes our neighbouring coun-

try. The whole of Maharash-
tra, India and even the world
knows where is the factory
of terrorism located.”

Mr. Modi praised the Mah-
arashtra government, led by
Mr. Fadnavis. He said crores
of people had blessed the
Chief Minister during the
course of his 4,000-km
State-wide tour, and he had
given a stable government
despite the BJP not having
full majority. He criticised
those opposing the national
animal disease control pro-
gramme. He said, “Cattle
don’t vote.” The programme
aimed to vaccinate 50 crore
livestock across the country,
which the Opposition had
called a political move.
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Access to Internet is a
basic right: Kerala HC

Upholds college student’s plea

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Thursday held that the right
to have access to the Inter-
net is part of the fundamen-
tal right to education as well
as the right to privacy under
Article 21 of the
Constitution.

Justice P.V. Asha made the
observation while ordering
the principal of Sree Naraya-
naguru College, Kozhikode,
to re-admit a student who
had been expelled from the
college hostel for using her
mobile phone beyond the
restricted hours.

The court observed,
“When the Human Rights
Council of the United Na-
tions has found that the
right of access to Internet is
a fundamental freedom and

~‘Qualitative change in attitude
- of hospitals necessary’

Panel awards 320 lakh compensation

SHINJINI GHOSH
NEW DELHI

The State consumer disputes
redressal forum has ordered
a city hospital to pay 320 lakh
to a couple as compensation
for medical negligence which
led to the death of their son
16 years ago.

“Awarding compensation
to bring about a qualitative
change in the attitude of hos-
pitals for providing services
to human beings is neces-
sary,” observed the consumer
forum while hearing a com-
plaint of medical negligence
against Shanti Mukand Hospi-
tal in east Delhi.

The forum ruled that the

hospital failed to provide “ef-
fective treatment” to the pa-
tient, which led to his death
in 2003, and directed it to
pay the sum to his parents,
B.D. Sharma and Om Sharma.
The hospital was directed to
compensate the complai-
nants within two months for
the “suffering, mental pain
and agony” caused to them.
“Human touch is neces-
sary; that is their [hospital’s]
code of conduct and that is
their duty. The present case
is not a complicated surgery
or a case of transplant of
limbs and organs in the hu-
man body,” the forum held.
CONTINUED ON» PAGE 12

Keeladi findings traceable to 6th century BCE: report

Carbon dating suggests that the cultural deposits may be 300 years older than believed

DENNIS S. JESUDASAN

CHENNAI

In a major turning point in
the cultural historiography
of the ancient Sangam Age,
the Tamil Nadu Archaeolo-
gy Department (TNAD) has
stated that the cultural de-
posits unearthed during ex-
cavations at Keeladi in Siva-
ganga district could be
safely dated to a period bet-
ween 6th century BCE and
1st century CE.

This is the first time the

e

Hoary past One of the samples collected at the depth of

353 cm goes back to 580 BCE.

Minister for Tamil Culture

= G. MOORTHY

years earlier than previous-

collected at the depth of
353 cm and sent for carbon
dating test in the U.S. “goes
back to 580 BCE,” Commis-
sioner of Archaeology T.
Udayachandran said.

The report titled, ‘Keela-
di-An Urban Settlement of
Sangam Age on the Banks of
River Vaigai’, was published
by the TNAD. The results
from the fourth excavations
suggested that the “second
urbanisation [the first being
Indus] of the Vaigai plains
happened in Tamil Nadu

The report also spelt the

a tool to ensure right to edu-
cation, a rule or instruction
which impairs the said right
of the students cannot be
permitted to stand in the
eye of law.”

The verdict came on a pe-
tition filed by Faheema Shi-
rin, a third-semester B.A.
English student of the col-
lege at Chelanur, challeng-
ing her expulsion for not ad-
hering to restrictions on the
use of mobile phone. As per
the rules of the girls’ hostel,
inmates were restrained
from using mobile phones
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. She,
along with a few other in-
mates, had protested
against the restriction, as it
was hampering their learn-
ing process.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

5 leaders, including
Mirwaiz, sign bonds
to secure release

They undertake not to indulge in any
political activity after they are freed

On alert: A soldier maintaining vigil at the commercial hub
of the old city in Srinagar on Thursday. =GetTy IMAGES

VIJAITA SINGH
SRINAGAR

At least five political leaders
in the Kashmir Valley have
signed bonds to secure their
release, a senior govern-

ment official told The
Hindu.
The detentions were

made under Section 107 of
the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure (Cr.PC) and the politi-
cians who signed the bonds
gave an undertaking that
they would not indulge in
any political activity after
their release.

Those who signed the
bonds include moderate
Hurriyat leader Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, two former
legislators of the National
Conference, one former le-
gislator of the Peoples De-
mocratic Party (PDP) and a
Peoples Conference leader.

The Jammu & Kashmir
Assembly was dissolved by
Governor Satyapal Malik on
November 21 last year.

“If a person detained un-
der Section 107 of the Cr.PC
signs a bond and then vio-
lates it, legal proceedings,

including arrest, can be in-
itiated. The prohibited activ-
ities include giving political
speeches,” said the official.
Since August 5, when Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah moved two Bills in the
Rajya Sabha to revoke the
special status of Jammu &
Kashmir under Article 370
and bifurcate the State into
Union Territories, several
leaders were placed under
detention and house arrest.

36 detainees stay firm
The  government-owned
Centaur Hotel in Srinagar
was turned into a subsidiary
jail, and as of now, at least
36 leaders, including the
former bureaucrat-turned-
politician Shah Faesal, are
lodged there. None of the
detainees there, including
Peoples Conference chair-
man Sajad Lone and PDP
youth wing leader Waheed
Para, has agreed to sign the
bonds.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12
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Transport strike leaves commuters stranded

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Commuters were left strand-
ed on Thursday as several
transport unions organised
a day-long strike in the Capi-
schools re-

tal. Several

mained shut and transporta-
tion hubs like the New Delhi
railway station and ISBT at
Kashmere Gate bore a de-
serted look as autorick-
shaws, private buses, app-
based cabs and other taxis

stayed off the roads.

The strike was called to
protest the “hefty” fines be-
ing levied under the amend-
ed Motor Vehicles Act.
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erstwhile widely used Keez-
hadi. The recent scientific
dates obtained for the Kee-
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the date of the Tamil-Brah-
mi script to another centu-
ry, i.e., 6th century BCE.
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LIC celebrates its 64th
year of incorporation

NEW DELHI

The Life Insurance
Corporation of India on
Thursday said that in its 64t
year of incorporation, it had
assets of over ¥31,11,847
crore with Life Fund to the
tune of ¥28,28,320 crore
while it started with an initial
capital of 5 crore in 1956.
LIC said it started with 168
offices and today with over
4,851 offices, it has over one
lakh employees.

Air quality of Delhi-NCR
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Delhi govt. to release
booklet on Guru Nanak
NEW DELHI

Delhi government's Art,
Culture and Language
Department announced on
Thursday that it would be
releasing a booklet on the life
and teachings of Guru Nanak
on the occasion of his 550th
birth anniversary. Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia said the Delhi
govt will publish the book in
three languages which are
Punjabi, Hindi and English.

DELHI TODAY

Talk: A round-table discussion on
‘Perspectives on India-China Rela-
tions and Trends in Indo-Pacific De-
velopment’ by various speakers at
Conference Room - II, India Interna-
tional Centre (11C), 9:30a.m. - 2 p.m.

Music: Sindhi Academy Delhi
presents Yaaden, an evening of old
and classic Hindi film songs and
ghazals by Delhi-based singer, Uma
Lalla. Narration by Pavan Naidu at
The Stein Auditorium, India Habitat
Centre (IHC), 7 p.m.

Exhibition: “Telltale Marks”, an ex-
hibition of paintings by Jaspreet
Gujral at Shridharani Gallery, Triveni
Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 11
a.m.-8 p.m.

Exhibition: “Apparently Real”, a
solo paintings exhibition by Sabya
Sachi Ghosh at Visual Arts Gallery,
IHC, 11a.m.-7 p.m.

Screening: “A Midsummer's Ok-
inawan Dream” a Japanese film will
be screened with English subtitles at
The Japan Foundation, 5A Ring
Road, Lajpat Nagar IV, 6.30 p.m.

(Mail your listings for this column at
cityeditordelhi@thehindu.co.in)

from Delhi Assembly

Speaker’s decision based on plea moved by AAP leader

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Rebel AAP Delhi MLA Alka
Lamba was on Thursday dis-
qualified by Delhi Assembly
Speaker Ram Niwas Goel un-
der anti-defection law.

“The disqualification of
Ms. Alka Lamba takes effect
from 06.09.2019... Conse-
quently the Chandni Chowk
Assembly Constituency seat
has fallen vacant,” an official
statement from the Delhi As-
sembly said. The Speaker
took the decision based on a
disqualification petition
moved by AAP chief spokes-
person Saurabh Bharadwaj.

Flip-flop

On September 6, Ms. Lamba
had tweeted that she had re-
signed from the “primary
membership of AAP” and
urged party national conven-
er Arvind Kejriwal to accept
her resignation. On the same
day, she had also said that

Alka Lamba

she will be joining the Con-
gress and met its party presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi.

However, later, Ms. Lamba
said that she had never given
a “written resignation” to
AAP and did not take a Con-
gress membership and she
was still part of AAP.

“When one resigns from
the party from which the
person has been elected, the
person can be disqualified
under anti-defection law,”
the Assembly Speaker told
The Hindu. He did not com-
ment on whether Ms. Lamba

has joined the Congress.

Congress ticket

For the past couple of
months, Ms. Lamba has
been maintaining the stand
that she will contest on a
Congress ticket if the party
approaches her, else she will
contest as an Independent
from Chandni Chowk.

In December 2018, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
sought disciplinary action
against Ms. Lamba for being
at the forefront of criticism
against a demand by some
AAP MLAs to recall the Bha-
rat Ratna conferred on late
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

This rift between Ms.
Lamba and the party has
been growing ever since, but
she has not formally re-
signed from the party. She
has been vocal against AAP
for the last couple of months
and has not been called for
party meetings.

Former Jharkhand Congress
president Ajoy Kumar joins AAP

‘Party will decide whether my role will be in Jharkhand or Delhi

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Former Jharkhand Congress
chief Ajoy Kumar on Thurs-
day joined the Aam Aadmi
Party at a function in the
party headquarters here.

Addressing a press confe-
rence, senior AAP leader
and Delhi Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Manish Sisodia said,
“Dr. Ajoy Kumar’s journey,
both as a police officer and
in politics, has been remar-
kable... It is very heartening
that today he decided to join
the Aam Aadmi Party. We
warmly welcome him.”

Mr. Kumar, a former IPS
officer, did not comment
whether he will contest in
the upcoming Assembly
elections in Jharkhand or
Delhi. In August, he had re-

signed from the post of Con-
gress president of Jhark-
hand.

“T'have just joined the par-
ty, we will decide whether
my role will be in Jharkhand
or Delhi,” Mr. Kumar told
The Hindu when asked
about his role in the party.

Mr. Kumar said that he
was impressed by the work
done by the AAP govern-
ment in Delhi and had
known senior AAP leaders
including Mr. Sisodia for a
long time.

Alternative politics

“Manish ji used to say that
ordinary people who have
no connection with politics
and who do not have rela-
tives or family in politics,
should come forward and

participate in today’s polit-
ics. The idea of alternative
politics should be streng-
thened and new people
should be welcomed for
this,” he said.

“The changes brought by
the Delhi government in the
field of education and health
are revolutionary. I am so
happy to see the work done
for 24X7 water and power by
the AAP-led government,”
he added.

Mr. Kumar met Arvind
Kejriwal and the Chief Minis-
ter later said in a tweet, “I
welcome former IPS officer
and popular leader of Jhark-
hand Dr Ajoy Kumar to the
Aam Aadmi Party. His join-
ing will strengthen our
struggle to create a corrup-
tion-free, prosperous India.”

New norms proposed for trade, storage licences

Subcommittee formed by North civic body suggests changes to simplify the policy

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A subcommittee formed in
2017 to look into the general
trade and storage licence
policy of the North Delhi
Municipal Corporation sub-
mitted its report to the
Standing Committee on
Thursday.

Wide-ranging changes to
help with the simplification
of the policy have been re-
commended. The sugges-
tions are likely to be passed
in the next meeting of the
Standing Committee.

Major recommendations
include, reducing the num-
ber of documents required
from 11 to four, said Deputy

EASY TRADING

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED REDUCED FROM 11 TO 4
1. Proof of legal ;| 2. Photograph of establishment with geolocation

occupancy 3. ID proof
PROPOSED HIKE IN RATES FOR

PROPERTIES BETWEEN 1 AND 20 SQ M
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c&D

4. Site plan (self-attested)
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Chairperson of the Standing
Committee Vipin Malhotra.
Now, traders applying for
store licences will be re-
quired to submit a proof of
tenancy, ID proof, a photo-
graph of the establishment
with geolocation and a self-

attested site plan which may
be hand-drawn, said Mr. Mal-
hotra. A declaration inbuilt
into the online application
form will also be required.
The subcommittee has al-
so recommended the rates
of the licence for different

Green tribunal directs DIAL to
take steps to curb noise pollution

Measure and display noise level prescribed for aircraft: NGT

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has directed the Delhi
International Airport Limit-
ed (DIAL) to measure and
display the prescribed noise
levels for aircraft at the inter-
national airport.

A Bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Adarsh Kumar
Goel took note of a notice is-
sued by the Airports Author-
ity of India, pertaining to the
use of reverse thrust used by
pilots while landing.

“We suggest that DIAL not
only measure and maintain
the prescribed noise levels
but also display the same in
public domain,” the Bench
said.

The directions came
when the green panel was
hearing a plea which alleged
that residents living near the

i
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international airport were
affected by the noise pollu-
tion caused by the aircraft.
The plea filed by an NGO —
Society for Protection of Cul-
ture, Heritage, Environ-
ment, Traditions and Pro-
motion of National
Awareness — sought the exe-
cution of a 2017 NGT order
which had directed authori-
ties to take mitigating mea-

sures for reducing noise
pollution.

Green belt

The tribunal in its order had
said, “The official respon-
dents shall ensure providing
of a green belt around the
boundary wall of the air-
port, while keeping the safe-
ty and security both in
mind. The plantations shall
be of the species which
would only grow to the per-
missible height or would be
maintained at the permissi-
ble height only.”

The DIAL, however, in-
formed the green panel that
necessary steps for curbing
noise pollution were taken
according to a notification is-
sued by the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forests and Cli-
mate Change on July 6 last
year.

categories of property.
Councillors of the Congress
and the Aam Aadmi Party,
who were also part of the
subcommittee, welcomed
the proposals but opposed
the increase in rates. Justify-
ing the increase, Mr. Malho-
tra said that various costs in-
volved in the drawing up of
multiple documents earlier
would now be reduced.

The entire process includ-
ing, fee payment will be on-
line, thus, reducing chances
of corruption and “licence
raj” said Mr. Malhotra. Mea-
sures taken to streamline the
process include curtailing of
inspection powers of licence
inspectors.

DDU College
hostellers
stage protest

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Hostellers at Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya College in
Dwarka staged a protest on
Wednesday night that con-
tinued till Thursday after-
noon over poor living con-
ditions. The protest was
dispersed, without getting
any assurance, after al-
leged threats from the
administration.

Students who wished to
remain anonymous said
that the outburst was a
consequence of months of
complaints that had gone
unheeded. Their major is-
sues include, problems
with the quality of food
and water, strict curfew
timings and unavailability
of Wi-Fi. Students were not
given basic facilities. These
problems allegedly led to
health problems among
students, they alleged.
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A Space Marketing Initiative

Spectacular aerial photos of

China's scenery

Picturesque aerial views across the country are to some degree a testimony to
China's extraordinary progress in building ecological civilization, as China will celebrate
the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People's Republic of China this year.

Aerial photo taken on Oct. 30, 2018

shows larches at the Qinglongwan reservoir in
Ningguo City, east China's Anhui Province. A
selection of aerial photos across China shows the

country's picturesque scenery at all seasons.
(Xinhua/Shi Yalei)

# Aerial photo taken on April 10, 2019
| shows the scenery of the Mutianyu Great Wall in
Beijing, capital of China. (Xinhua/Wang Jianhua)

Aerial photo shows people airing the Aerial photo taken on March 28, 2019 shows
newly-harvested wild jujube in Yinan County, east a view of the Qutang Gorge, one of the Three Gorges on
China's Shandong Province, Sept. 6, 2018. A selection  the Yangtze River, in southwest China's Chongging. A
of aerial photos across China shows the country’s selection of aerial photos across China shows the
picturesque scenery at all seasons. country’s picturesque scenery at all seasons.
(Xinhua/Du Yubao) (Xinhua/Wang Quanchao)

Aerial photo K % March 26,
% | 2017 shows tourists

taken on Nov. 3,2018
shows farmers airing rice | . restingat the
in Paogong Village of Fenghuanggou scenic

Hengyang City, central
China's Hunan Province.
A selection of aerial
photos across China
shows the country's
picturesque scenery

at all seasons.
(Xinhua/Cao Zhengping) |

spot in Nanchang

County, east China's

Jiangxi Province. A TL
selection of aerial photos

across China shows

the country's picturesque

f-i scenery at all seasons.

~# (Xinhua/Wan Xiang)

AUTUMN | SPRING

SUMMER WINTER

Aerial photo
taken on May 23, 2019
shows a kelp farm near

: = Aerial photo
. taken on Feb. 4, 2018

i shows a police car
the coast of Daqin Island

of Changdao County,

{ patrolling on a road in
Meihua Mountain,
Yantai, east China's ! southwest China's Guizhou
Shandong Province. A Province. A selection of
selection of aerial photos ! aerial photos across China
across China shows the SIIIOWS the country's
country's picturesque _ _ : picturesque scenery at all
: e r 9 ¥ B R i % ¢4 seasons.
scenery at all seasons. . : e » i Ak : :

(Xinhua/Zhu Zheng)

Aerial photo taken on July 23, 2019 shows Aerial photo taken on Nov. 17, 2018
the pasture scenery in West Ujimqgin Banner, north
China's Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. A
selection of aerial photos across China shows the
country's picturesque scenery at all seasons.
(Xinhua/Liu Lei)

shows the snow scenery of the Mount Huashan P8l
scenic area in northwest China's Shaanxi :

Province. A selection of aerial photos across
China shows the country's picturesque
scenery at all seasons. (Xinhua/Tao Ming)

Aerial photo taken on Dec. 9, 2018 shows a

Aerial photo taken on June 13, 2019 shows the winter scenery of the Wuzhen scenic area in Tongxiang,

view of Guanshan Grassland at Longxian County in Baoji, Zhejiang Province. A selection of aerial photos across

northwest China's Shaanxi Province. A selection of aerial China shows the country's picturesque scenery at all

photos across China shows the country's picturesque seasons. (Xinhua/Xu Yu)

scenery at all seasons. (Xinhua/Tao Ming)
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Transport strike hits Delhiites
hard as autos, cabs stay off roads

Several schools shut, impact felt in markets too; commuters switch to DTC buses

Awareness progi‘amhﬁe
on MV Act conducted

NEW DELHI

Mansa educational and
charitable trust in
collaboration with Delhi
traffic police held an
awareness programme at ITO
traffic signal in which Manoj
Chandel, chairman of the
trust, along with other
volunteers educated
motorists about the safety
benefits of the new Motor
Vehicles Act.

NDMC reconstitutes
governing body

NEW DELHI

The governing body of the
New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) was reconstituted on
Thursday and Lieutenant-
Governor Anil Baijal
administered oath to NDMC
Chairman and members. The
governing body consists of
elected representatives,
including CM Arvind Kejriwal
and MP Meenakshi Lekhi.
Four more members are yet
to be added to the governing
body, according to officials.

DCW notice to Justdial
seeking details of spas
NEW DELHI

The DCW on Thursday issued
notice to Justdial seeking
information pertaining to the
registration of spa centres on
its portal. The move follows
an inquiry that the women's
commission has launched in a
bid to curb alleged sex
rackets that are operating
from spa centres across the
city. "The commission has
also sought details related to
the procedures adopted by
the company for registrations
of these spas on their portal
and whether any scrutiny is
conducted before displaying
them on their domain."

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Commuters across the Capi-
tal were left stranded on
Thursday as several tran-
sport unions under the larg-
er banner of United Front of
Transport Associations (UF-
TA) organised a day-long
strike in the Capital.

Several schools remained
shut and transportation
hubs like the New Delhi Rail-
way Station and ISBT at
Kashmere Gate bore a de-
serted look as autorick-
shaws, private buses, app-
based cabs and other taxis
stayed off the roads.

The strike was called to
protest the “hefty” fines be-
ing levied for traffic viola-
tions since the introduction
of the amended Motor Vehi-
cles (MV) Act. With reduced
options, commuters had to
switch to Delhi Metro and
DTC buses for their travel.

Blames Kejriwal govt.
Shyamlal Gola, general se-
cretary, United Front of
Transport Associations (UF-
TA) said that over 50 tran-
sport associations and un-
ions in Delhi-NCR were
taking part in the strike to
demand withdrawal of the
steep hike in road traffic pe-
nalties and certain other
provisions of the amended
MV Act. The unions blamed
the AAP government for not
providing any relief to moto-
rists from the stringent pro-
visions of the amended MV
Act like many other States
had done.

Airlines had warned their
passengers to plan ahead
due to the strike and several
passengers complained of
long waiting hours for their
app-based cabs to arrive.

Several auto drivers and
cab drivers were reluctant to
take their vehicles out as
there were reports of unions
trying to enforce the strike.

Ninteen-year-old  auto
driver, Mohammad Sonnoo
said he usually starts his day
at 7 a.m. but he had to ob-
serve the strike. But around
11. 30 a.m., he got a call from
a fellow auto driver who told
him that he can ride the
three-wheeler around the
locality.

“My friend called and said
that we can just ride around
the locality. Currently, I am
not taking any passengers
outside my jurisdiction as I
know the auto drivers
around here. Even if they
catch me riding my vehicle,
they will at the most tell not
to do it. But if I take rides to
other places it would be a
risk. They can even vandal-
ise my auto. So for today I
will work around my place,”
said Sonnoo.

Cashing in on strike

On the other hand, bus driv-
ers were happy with the in-
creased passenger load.
“Today, we have more pas-

Ola drivers to get healthcare
benefits under Ayushman Bharat

First phase will see a pilot project in NCR; to be extended later

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Government’s  healthcare
scheme — Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY) — has
partnered with Ola, a mobil-
ity platform, to extend the
welfare to its drivers.
“Aimed at easing their fi-
nancial burden, the partner-
ship will provide compre-
hensive health insurance for
secondary and tertiary care
to tens of thousands of driv-
ers working with the cab ag-
gregator and their families.
Beginning from drivers in
NCR, the partnership’s im-

plementation will be extend-
ed to all the other cities co-
vering various Ola’s verticals
ranging from financial ser-
vices, food and skilling,” said
Vijay Ghadge, vice-presi-
dent, operations, Ola.

An MoU has been signed
to extend the benefits of the
Centre-sponsored  health-
care scheme.

The first phase will see
Ola and AB-PMJAY conduct-
ing a pilot project in NCR,
which will subsequently be
rolled out at scale to other ci-
ties. Eligible drivers as well
as Ola employees will be
able to avail the benefits of

3 more arrested in fake
toll plaza sticker case

9 held so far; gang printed 1,200 stickers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GURUGRAM

Three more persons have
been arrested by the Guru-
gram Police in connection
with the fake toll plaza stick-
er case taking the total num-
ber of accused arrested to
nine. The investigation has
revealed that the gang had
printed 1,200 fake stickers of
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi and sold 700 to unsus-
pecting cab drivers at a con-
cessional rate.

The scam came to light on
September 3 when the MCD
toll staff on Delhi-Gurugram
border found that the bar-
codes of monthly stickers of
six cabs were fake. Five cab
drivers — Balram, Vijay
Singh, Shiva, Shalu and
Aashiq — were arrested on
September 4 after a case was
registered at Udyog Vihar
Police Station.

Though the cost of
monthly passes for the cabs
is 33,000, the drivers had
bought the passes at a con-
cessional rate of 32,700 from
a toll supervisor and a cab
aggregator’s office.

CM
K

Prime accused, Satyavart
Kundu, an employee of MEP
Infrastructure Development,
which manages the toll pla-
za, was arrested on Septem-
ber 5 in this connection and
taken on police remand.
Three more accused — Ankit,
Chanchal and Rakesh alias
Kaka — were arrested at the
instance of Satyavart, a resi-
dent of Rohtak, for helping
him in printing and selling
the fake stickers, said the
police.

Satyavart along with
Chanchal and a woman ac-
complice, a Delhi University
student, had got the fake
stickers printed from a press
in Delhi. The woman and the
press owner are on the run.

The woman accomplice in
conspiracy with Satyavart
had created commotion at
the toll plaza to register a
false case against the em-
ployees. The accused hoped
that they will quit their jobs
after the case registration
and recruit locals in their
place to run their racket. But
the police did not find any
merit in the allegations.

the programme and obtain
an Ayushman Bharat card at
a minimal cost of Z30.
Officials from the National
Health Authority will work
closely with Ola to carry out
efficient handling of the pro-
cess — from checking eligibil-
ity to handing out the AB-
PMJAY e-cards. They will al-
so train Ola staff to execute
the process independently.
Launched in September
last year, AB-PMJAY provides
a health cover of %5 lakh in
government and empa-
nelled private hospitals to
10.74 crore economically dis-
advantaged families.

(Above) Autorickshaws parked at a stand near New Delhi
railway station as transport unions go on a day-long strike in
the Capital on Thursday; vehicle parking lot at the New Delhi

Railway Station wears a deserted look.

sengers taking the bus be-
cause of the limited choice.
More the passengers, more
the money,” said Trimod Tri-
yagi, 52, a bus driver.

The impact of the strike
could be felt at busy markets
in the city as well. At the
bustling Okhla Mandi, ven-
dors complained that cus-
tomers had not arrived.

Thirty five-year-old Mo-
hammad Imran, who sells
fruits in Okhla Mandi, said
he is depressed and calls it
an unfortunate  strike.
“Usually the Mandi is
packed with people but to-

=R.V. MOORTHY

day the roads are deserted
because of the strike,” he
said. Imran has sold nothing
till noon and was sitting idle.

However, a Delhi Metro
official said that there was
no significant rise in the ri-
dership due to the strike.
“We had made arrange-
ments like increasing man-
power to issue tokens at ma-
jor stations. But we did not
have to deploy them as
things went smoothly,” a
spokesperson from the Del-
hi Metro said.

(With inputs from Sheik
Saqib)

AAP attacks BJP on illegal
colonies’ regularisation

Party to expose BJP’s false promises

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party on
Thursday attacked the BJP
for making “false” promise
to the people of Delhi on
regularisation of unauthor-
ised colonies within six
months.

Addressing a press confe-
rence, chief spokesperson
of AAP Saurabh Bharadwaj
said that in July, Union Mi-
nister Hardeep Puri had
said that the Centre can reg-
ularise the unauthorised co-
lonies. “They have said that
the Centre will do it within a
month and now they can-
not say that Delhi CM Ar-
vind Kejriwal did not allow

them to work on the mat-
ter,” he added.

‘Dhoka Diwas’

“This promise was as fake
as the promise of stopping
the sealing drive in the na-
tional capital. Before Sep-
tember 22, when Manoj Ti-
wari [BJP Delhi chief] will
visit the unauthorised colo-
nies, AAP will reach out to
the people of these colonies
a day before and observe
“Dhoka Diwas” and tell peo-
ple about the fake promises
of the BJP. We will tell the
people the reality so that
next day they can ask the
questions to Mr. Tiwari,”
Mr. Bharadwaj said.

Police officer suspended after video
of him training 2 persons surface

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

An Inspector rank officer of
Delhi Police has been sus-
pended after a video of him
training people known to
him at a shooting range in
north-west Delhi’s Mukher-
jee Nagar surfaced.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (North West) Vijayan-
ta Arya confirmed that Re-
serve Inspector Dinesh Ku-
mar, in-charge of district

lines, has been suspended
and a departmental inquiry
has been initiated into the
matter.

A video surfaced, in
which, officer Kumar can be
seen training two persons at
the shooting range, who are
suspected to be his son and
daughter. The weapons used
were sophisticated. The vi-
deo is said to be captured on
September 13.

Ms. Arya said that it is not

Dengue fight: CM urges
citizens to be ‘champions’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal on Thursday launched
“Champions Campaign” to
fight dengue and urged citi-
zens to become ‘champions’
and encourage 10 friends to
check their homes for mos-
quito larvae.

“Lakhs of Delhiites are
joining the
#10Haftel0BajelOMinute
campaign against Dengue.
This Sunday, after inspect-

ing your home at 10 AM, call

10 of your friends and en-

courage them too to inspect
their homes and be a Cham-

pion in the fight against

Dengue! [sic],” the Chief Mi-

nister said in a tweet.

“Dengue is a disease that
can only be defeated when :

people of Delhi come to-

gether. We are already see-
ing the phenomenal impact

of this public movement,”
Mr. Kejriwal said.

yet confirmed whether the
persons are his son and
daughter and whether the
incident took place on Sep-
tember 13. “The details will
come forth after the inqui-
ry,” she said.

The police said that the
shooting range is hired for
annual target practice of of-
ficers and is not to be used
by public. District Lines Unit
is in-charge of organising the
target practice, they said.

AAP govt. moots distribution of
“anti-pollution masks via schools

Plan to deliver saplings to homes also being reviewed: officials

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government is ex-
ploring the idea of distri-
buting about 50 lakh anti-
pollution masks through
schools, said officials.

The government is also
reviewing its decision on
home delivery of saplings
as the tree planting season
(monsoon) is almost over,
the officials said.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had on September
13 announced the distribu-
tion of anti-pollution masks
and saplings to residents as
part of a seven-point plan to
fight air pollution.

The Hindu had reported
on Thursday that the go-
vernment had not consult-
ed the environment and
forest departments before

making the announce-
ments on masks and sa-
plings.

“We are thinking of dis-
tributing the masks through
schools. No other distribu-

tion channel is currently
being considered. We are
also reviewing the planta-
tion drive as the planting
season is over,” a Delhi go-
vernment official told The
Hindu. Both matters were
discussed at a meeting
chaired by Environment Mi-
nister Kailash Gahlot on
Thursday, the official said.

The Minister did not res-
pond to multiple calls seek-
ing a comment.

While announcing mea-
sures to curb air pollution
during winter, Mr. Kejriwal
had said that “50-60 lakh”
N95 anti-pollution masks

2,700 dairy farms to get
notice for pollution

Closure notice issued to 31 farms

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) has sent
closure directions to 31 dai-
ry farms in the city for caus-
ing water pollution follow-
ing an NGT order on July 8,
officials said. Also, the DPCC
has initiated the process of
sending show cause notices
to around 2,700 dairy farms
in the city for not treating
the waste generated and
causing water pollution.

Inspections conducted
“The closure directions
were issued after we con-
ducted inspections in May-
June. The 31 dairy farms
were also issued fines rang-
ing from ¥2-4 lakh depend-
ing on the number of buffa-
loes it had,” a DPCC official
said.

All the 31 farms had over
50 buffaloes and orders
have been issued to cut the
power and water supply to
these dairies. “The SDM
concerned will have to seal

c) The 3} dairy farms

were issued fines
ranging from 32
lakh to ¥4 lakh...
The owners should
have biogas plants
individually or
jointly to treat the
dung at the farms
or come up with
some other
method to treat it
OFFICIAL

the farms now. They can
open only after paying the
fine and making arrange-
ments for waste treatment,”
the official added.

Of the 31 farms, ones with
50-75 cattle were issued 32
lakh fine, farms with 75-100
cattle issued 33 lakh fine and
the ones with over 100 cat-
tle were fined 34 lakh.

“The owners should have
biogas plants individually or
jointly to treat the dung at
the farms or come up with
some other method to treat
it,” the official said.

No other
distribution
channel is
currently being
considered. We are
also reviewing the
plantation drive as
the planting season
is over

GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL

C

will be procured and distri-
buted in October. He had al-
so said that a ‘Delhi Tree
Challenge’ would be started
under which people can
call on a phone number
provided by the govern-
ment and ask for a sapling
to be delivered to their
doorstep, free of cost.

The CM had sought sug-
gestions from the public on
how to fight pollution dur-
ing winter and received
around 1,200 emails, based
on which the seven-point
‘Parali Pradushan Action
Plan’ was designed, stated
an official statement.

95% of Delhi’s
industries use
CNG: govt.

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Delhi government on
Thursday said that 95% of
Delhi’s industries now us-
es CNG and Delhi is the
first State to achieve this
feat.

“It is through the stra-
tegic proposition and de-
termined steps that 95% of
the oil-driven industry has
shifted its operations to
CNG operated systems.
The information regarding
a large and substantial
shift in the industry has
been gathered by a report
submitted by the Delhi Dia-
logue Commission to the
Chief Minister Arvind Kej-
riwal on his directions,” an
official statement said.

“With the efforts of the
Delhi government, air pol-
lution in Delhi has de-
creased by 25% in the last
three years. Delhi is the
only State in the country
where the reduction in air
pollution has been record-
ed ,” said the Chief Minis-
ter.

Civic bodies gear up for anti-plastic
drive, announce several measures

Over 150 buildings in North corporation declared plastic-free

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The municipal corpora-
tions here have declared
various measures being un-
dertaken to reduce the use
of plastic in its jurisdic-
tions, on Thursday.

At a meeting of the
standing committee, the
commissioner of the North
Delhi Municipal corpora-
tion, Varsha Joshi said that
155 buildings in its jurisdic-
tion had been declared
“plastic-free zones.” Boards
declaring the same would
soon be put up at these
sites, she said, adding that
these boards and advertise-
ments erected by the cor-
poration will be made out
of  environment-friendly
material and not flex.

Besides this, single-use

plastic won’t be allowed to
use at events held at the civ-
ic body’s community halls.
A change in the application
have been made in this re-
gard, she said. The North
DMC will soon tie up with
NGOs to produce bags
made out of used clothes to
be distributed in place of

plastic bags. It also plans to
organise “plogging” events
in Delhi University to in-
volve young people in the
anti-plastic drive.

The SDMC on its part
said that it had identified
40 sites, 10 in each of its
four zones for the collec-
tion and disposal of plastic
waste. Citizens are being in-
formed of the ban on sin-
gle-use plastic through in-
formation campaigns as
well. To assist the disposal
of such material, the civic
body is also making arran-
gements for bulk collection
of plastic waste, it said.
Apart from this, in its ef-
forts to confiscate polyth-
ene bags, it has collected
up to 3,554 kgs of plastic
bags and issued fines worth
%3.18 lakh.

‘Haryana, U.P. not taking steps to curb pollution’

EPCA chief says many industries in these States have not switched to cleaner fuels

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court-appoint-
ed Environment Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority on Thursday said
authorities in Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana have not been
taking enough steps to keep
industrial sources of air pol-
lution in check and many un-
its in the two states have
“not switched to cleaner
fuels”.

EPCA chairman Bhure Lal
said he has been conducting
meeting  with  officials
through video conferencing
on steps to be followed to
help check air pollution, es-
pecially in the winter.

“We have found that the
authorities in Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana have been ne-
glecting industrial sources of
air pollution. We have
clicked photos as evidence
and have been asking the

States to take action. If noth-
ing happens, I myself will vi-
sit these states,” he said.
Lauding the efforts made
in Delhi to check pollution,
Bhure Lal said around
85,000 tonnes of plastic and
rubber waste has been lifted
by Ramky Enviro Engineers
Limited, the Delhi Jal Board
and the East Delhi Municpal
Corporation from Bawana,
Narela, Mundka, Tikri Kalan
and Nangloi since October

last year.

He said garbage, plastic
and rubber-burning inci-
dents in Delhi have reduced
considerably. “However, in
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh,
we have found that indus-
tries have not been taking
precautions or switching to
cleaner fuels to reduce air
pollution. We have also
clicked pictures of places
where plastic and rubber
were being burnt,” he said.
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Two khadi silk saris each for
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Delhi HC refuses to set
aside DUSU poll results
NEW DELHI

The Delhi HC has refused to
set aside the results of the
recently held elections of
Delhi University Students'
Union on a plea by several law
students who were allegedly
prevented from casting their
votes. The court said no
direction can be issued for
setting aside the election at
this stage as the polls have
already been held and asked
the Grievance Redressal Cell
to act in accordance with the
J.M. Lyngdoh Committee's
report on the complaints
received by the students
within 24 hours. p1i

Foreigner held at 1GI with
5 kg gold worth ¥1.9 cr.
NEW DELHI

A foreign national was
apprehended at the Delhi
airport while on his way to
Mumbai for allegedly
smuggling six gold bars
weighing 5 kg and worth 1.9
crore, CISF officials said on
Thursday. Pucheng Yao arrived
at Terminal-3 of the IGI airport
from Hong Kong by an Air
India flight on Wednesday.

Constable
dismissed from
service for
raping minor

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A minor girl lodged a com-
plaint alleging that a con-
stable posted at New Us-
manpur police station
raped her, following which
he was arrested and dis-
missed from service, the
police said on Thursday.

A senior police officer
said that constable Vish-
ram was arrested and dis-
missed from service. The
girl’s statement was record-
ed after information was
received on the matter
around noon on Thursday,
they said.

A case under relevant
sections of the Indian Pe-
nal Code and the Protec-
tion of Children from Sex-
ual Offences (POCSO) Act
was registered, the police
added.

Wanted
criminal held
in murder case

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 3l-year-old criminal,
with a bounty of ¥50,000
on his head, was arrested
for allegedly killing a wo-
man in Dwarka in 2018. He
is involved in eight crimi-
nal cases, the police said.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Special Cell) San-
jeev Kumar Yadav said that
the accused identified as
Jagdeep Deswal alias Sonu
had allegedly killed Kam-
lesh, live-in partner of Rajiv
alias Monu Ishapur. The
latter had allegedly killed
Jagdeep’s brother Sandeep
alias Mental.

The police said that in
May 2018, Sandeep was al-
legedly killed by Monu over
a land deal. Sandeep’s fa-
mily believed that Monu’s
partner Kamlesh was in-
volved in the murder after
which they decided to
avenge the murder and
eliminate him.

The police claimed to
have arrested Jagdeep fol-
lowing a tip-off from Dwar-
ka Sector 6 where he had
come to meet his friend to
collect money to move to a
safe place.

women staft on facilitation desk

Policewomen allotted the garment may not be transferred frequently, says circular

SAURABH TRIVEDI
NEW DELHI

Increasing demand for khadi
silk saris for women staff on
facilitation desk duty has
pushed Delhi Police to cap
the allotment of the garment
at two each for two person-
nel at each police station.

The proposal for procure-
ment of khadi silk saris has
been sent to the police
headquarters.

A September 13 circular,
issued by DCP (provision
and logistics) to all districts/
units of Delhi Police, men-
tions: “The life span of these
saris is two years and two sa-
ris per individual to be
issued.”

Procurement process

The process of procurement
of 836 saris will take three-
four months, thereafter the
current requirement of all
district units will be fully

Five held for fraudulent

Proposal for procurement of khadi silk saris has been sent to
the police headquarters. =SsPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

met, states the circular.

“The police districts/units
may issue the sari to only
those women officials who
have been assigned the du-
ties to work on the facilita-
tion desk for a longer period,
at least one year,” the circu-
lar reads.

It further states that the
staff posted on the facilita-
tion desk may not be trans-

bank withdrawals

They stole cheques from courier boys

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Five persons, including two
women, were arrested for
allegedly withdrawing mo-
ney from banks through
forged cheques after steal-
ing bags of courier delivery
boys, the police said on
Thursday.

Two courier delivery
boys lodged separate com-
plaints at the Okhla Indus-
trial Area police station
claiming their bags contain-
ing various parcels, includ-
ing a few cheques, were sto-
len from their vehicles when
they went inside offices for
delivery.

DELHI
FRIDAY, SEPT. 20
RISE 06:08 SET
RISE 22:18 SET
SATURDAY, SEPT. 21
RISE 06:09 SET
RISE 23:04 SET
SUNDAY, SEPT. 22

Timings

18:21
11:19

18:19
12:17

RISE 06:09 SET 18:18
RISE 23:57 SET 13:16
Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 33 25
Safdarjang 33 25
Palam 33 25

Delhi Palam Today

33°C A hazy morning lies
ahead. Day will be warm with
a partly cloudy sky. Short
spells of light rain are likely.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow

32°C A warm and humid day is
likely. Sky will remain cloudy.
Short spells of light rain will
affect a few places.

© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019
All rights reserved.

“During investigation, it
came to out notice that the
stolen cheques had been en-
cashed from different bank
accounts in Delhi, Ghazia-
bad and Moradabad, DCP
(Southeast) Chinmoy Biswal
said. Sunny (25) and Jyoti
were arrested from Ghazia-
bad and Haldwani respec-
tively. Based on their infor-
mation, Mahesh Singh (58),
Kishan Lal Yadav (54) and
Chanchal (32) were also ar-
rested, the DCP said.

They used to erase the
original name with the help
of a chemical and type the
name of a member of their
team, the DCP said.

ferred frequently, since the
saris cannot be handed over
to another officer.

‘Justification required’

“The districts/units should
send their annual require-
ment of khadi silk saris to
provisioning and logistics
unit, in the Annual Indent of
Clothing Articles with full
justification. It will help con-

solidated procurement and
subsequently issued well in
time to each district/units in
future,” the circular reads.

The circular also specifies
that the saris may be issued
to the women police staff af-
ter making proper entry in
the ‘clothing articles issue
book’ maintained by all dis-
tricts/units, so that the arti-
cle can be reissued to the
staff only after the expiry of
its life span.

A senior police officer said
that they are ensuring that
all police units and police
stations get adequate supply
of saris. “It is not a rule or
guideline that a new sari will
be issued only after two
years. It can be replaced at
any time according to the de-
mand. We cannot spend go-
vernment money exorbitant-
ly from day one. We have
ensured no facility gets mis-
used,” said the officer.

3 held for cheating actor of 33 lakh

Accused impersonated Australian tax officials: police

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Three persons have been ar-
rested for allegedly duping
actor Isha Sharvani, an NRI
living in Australia, of 3 lakh
by pretending to be Austra-
lian tax officials, the police
said on Thursday.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Cyber Crime) Anyesh
Roy said that the accused
have been identified as Bha-
nuj Berry (24), Puneet Chad-
ha (34) and Rishabh Khanna
(23).

Tax returns violation

Ms. Sharvani informed the
police that she received calls
allegedly from the Australian
tax office.

“The caller told her that
there were some violations
in her tax returns and the
Australian government had
issued a warrant for her ar-
rest. The caller took the de-
tails of her tax accountant,
including the phone num-
ber,” Mr. Roy said.

The actor then received
another call in which the

Isha Sharvani .

caller claimed to be from her
accountant’s office. The call-
er allegedly told her that
there was an error while fil-
ing her tax returns and they
didn’t tell her about the inti-
mations sent by the Austra-
lian government. They said
they would reimburse the
amount, AUD 5,700 as she
was not at fault, the police
claimed.

“The accused persons in-
timidated the victim into
transferring money to them
through Western Union
[3,500 AUD] and RIA Money
Transfer [2,500 AUD]. They

stayed with her on the call
for more than three hours
until the transaction was ov-
er,” Mr. Roy said, adding that
she later realised that she
had been duped after which
she approached the police.

Transaction details
During investigation, the pol-
ice sought the transaction
details from Western Union
and RIA Money Transfer and
reached the accused after
which they were arrested.

The police said that the ac-
cused used to call up people
in Australia, pretending to be
from the Australian tax office
and threatened to arrest
them for tax violations. The
accused have allegedly
duped more than 100 peo-
ple, they said.

The accused told the pol-
ice that they were operating
from a fake call centre in Vi-
kaspuri. Chadha is an MBA
while Berry has studied
BCom from School of Open
Learning and Khanna is a fi-
nal-year student of BBA, the
police said.

Five foreign nationals arrested at IGI for smuggling drugs

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

In a joint operation with Del-
hi Police, the Customs De-

partment busted a module of

international drug cartel and
arrested five foreign nation-
als trying to smuggle drugs
into the country.

Joint Commissioner of
Customs Anubha Sinha said
they had received a tip-off
that an international gang of
smugglers was attempting to

smuggle suspicious material
into India.

Tip-off
“On September 14, five Af-
ghan nationals arrived at T3
of IGI Airport from Kanda-
har-Kabul-Delhi flight. Based
on specific Intelligence, we
came to know that these five
passengers had ingested cap-
sules containing a narcotic
substance,” Mr. Sinha said.
The passengers were in-

tercepted in a joint operation
by officers of the air intelli-
gence unit and preventive
branch, IGIA Customs and
special cell of Delhi Police.

They were taken into cus-
tody and produced before
the Duty Magistrate.

370 capsules extracted

The accused were admitted
to Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital and doctors have
been able to extract 370 cap-

sules filed with white powd-
er.

“The narcotics testing has
indicated that this substance
is heroin of high purity. The
capsules have been seized
and all five passengers have
been placed under arrest in
accordance with relevant
provisions of the NDPS Act,”
an officer said.

The officer told that each
capsules weigh around 10 g
of heroin.

Each capsules carried around
10 grams of heroin.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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GOVERNMENT OF NATIONAL CAPITAL TERRITORY OF DELHI
DELHI DISASTER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

REVENUE DEPARTMENT (HQ)
5, SHAM NATH MARG, DELHI- 110054

F. No.1(90)/DDMA(HQ)/Appoint/PC/2014/304 Dated :11/9/19

Delhi Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) intends to hire eligible individuals for the
following posts, on contractual basis for period upto 28.02.2020

Name of post:-Project Officer No. of Posts:-

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, P.W. SPECIAL PROJECT DIVISION,
AAREY, MUMBAI 400 065
INVITATION FOR TENDERS
DETAILED TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender Notice No. 6 for 2019-20

Online percentage rate e- tenders in 'B-1' Form are invited by the Executive Engineer,
Public Works Special Project Division, Aarey, Goregaon (E), Mumbai 400 065 for the

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CONTACT

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR
PH: 98203 50726

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in

Mr. GAURAV SEHGAL
PH: 98110 06590

gaurav.sehgal@thehindu.co.in

THE:=t@= HINDU

CcM
K

)
rl?:? S&T Department
=y TENDER NOTICE

Sr. DSTE/CO/Kota, for and on
behalf of the President of Union of
India, Invites e-tenders against
Tender No. KOTA/SA&T/Sig/
2019/02/R1, KOTA/S&T/Z2018/450/
R2. Due date to open menlioned
below. Manual offers are not
allowed against this tender and
any such manual offer received
shall be ignored.
KOTA/S&T/SIGI2019/02/R1.
Mame of work: Replacement of
old and overaged Ground frame
by push button operating panel
at POLB of LC gate No. 21
(batween VMA - THUR) on Kota
Division. Approx. cost of the

work: T 114055145  Earnest
Money: T 22,900/

KOTA/S&T/Sig/2018/45-D/R2,
Name of work: Hiring of Pick up
van for day to day maintenance of
Signalling gears in the section of
JE/Sig/DARA on Kota Division,

Approx. cost of the work: ¥
18,47 703.60. Earnest Money: T
37,000/

For both the above Tenders:-{ &

Date & Time of submission and
opening of tender: 15.00 Hrs. on
24.10.2019 The tenders can
be viewed at website
www.ireps.gov.in. The tenderer/
bidders must have Class |Il Digital
Signature Certificate & must be
registered on IREPS portal. Only
registered tenderer/bidders can
participate in E-Tendering. Also
should have valid GSTIN

Salary Offered
consolidated

cation of Advertisement
in Social
University Institution

oral and writing skills, should

. DDMA(HQ) - 01
. District Shahdara - 01
. District South - 01
. District South-west - 01
. District Central - 01
. District North - 01

: Rs. 25,000/- per month
Age: Not above 35 years as on date of publi-
Essential Qualifications : Master Degree
Work / Disaster Management /
Town Planning / Social Sc. from a recognised

Desired Qualifications : Should have good

have good communication skill.

following works on Government of Maharastra e- Tender Management System website
https://mahatenders.gov.in from the PW.D Registered Contractors in appropriate class of
the Public Works Department of Maharashtra State. The right to cancel or reject of the
above said e tender without assigning any reason rests with the competent authority.
Condditional Tender will be summarily REJECTED.

Sr. No.

Name of Work

Class of

Amount Contractor

Construction  of

Reinforcement
compound wall on the Pheripheri of proposed Interna-
tional Zoo at Aarey Colony, Goregaon East in Sanjay
Gandhi National Park Borivali East.

cement concrete

Rs. 8977120/- [ Class4 & Above

Engagging Pump Drivers to operate pumps at various
2 |pump house in Aarey premises Goregaon mumbai for

Rs. 5326395/- [ Class4 & Above

Institution.

Essential Qualifications: Graduate in Social
Work / Disaster Management / Town Planning
| Social Sc. from a recognised University

later than 07.10.2019.

¥ arm # der e g 138 O
T gea &g 182 ¥ Waw wi |

DIP/SHABDARTH/0678/19-20

The application form & other relevant details could be viewed /downloaded from
http://ddma.delhi.gov.in. Duly filled application in the prescribed Proforma with self attested
scanned copies of relevant documents & forms may be uploaded to ddma.delhi@nic.in not
Applications received after the due date will not be accepted.
Applicants may apply district wise posts specifying their preferences and applications can be
given for maximum 02 districts. However, selected candidates are liable to be transferred any

of the districts or at Hgrs. as and when required at the direction of competent authority.

(P.C. Thakur)
SDM(DDMA)

Experience :One year experience in Disaster one year
Management Start

Name of post:-Project Coordinator No. Of Posts:- Start Expiry
DDMA(HQ) -02 Stage Date Time Date Time
District Shahdara -01
District North-West -01 Tender Download 23/09/2019 10.00 am 18/10/2019 15.00 pm
District North-East -01 Tender Bid Submission 23/09/2019 10.00 am 18/10/219 15.00 pm
Salary Offered : Rs. 20,000/- per month Pre-bid Meeting - - - —
consolidated - -
Age: Not above 32 years as on date of Date and Time of Opening the | 10 519 12.00 am
publication of Advertisement Tender (If Possible)

of  Maharastra

Date: 16-09-2019

DGIPR/2019/2020/3164

e-tendering
http://mahatenders.gov.in as under.

Note :- The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the Government
www.mahapwd.com  on

Portal

No.EE/PWSPD/ Aarey/TC/1808
Office of The Executive Engineer,

P. W.Special Project Division, Aarey,
Goregaon (E) Mumbai-400065
Phone No.& Fax N0.022-29272447

Executive Engineer,
P.W.Special Project Division, Aarey,
Goregaon (E) Mumbai-65

sub  portal

sd/-

A ND-NDE
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch
for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-

Drug lens on 20 Punjab policemen

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH

Punjab Police said on Thurs-

day that around

nel showed symptoms of in-

20 person-

during the annual medical
test conducted for the staff
in Amritsar (Rural) zone. A
follow-up medical check-up
has been recommended to

‘Kartarpur Corridor work apace’

Punjab CM demands withdrawal of visitor fee by Pakistan

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

against the basic spirit of

tober 30, though he ex-

ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/ . A . CHANDIGARH B s
compary be held responsible/liable in toxication-related diseases  check for drug abuse. ) o Sikh ideology. pressed concerns about the
Snbfor damages for advertiserents Punjab Chief Minister Ama- Capt. Singh said hehad al-  pace of progress on the Pa-
3 A & KARUBANIEHI BHEﬁIAH this newspaper: rinder Singh on Thursday ready sought Prime Minister  kistani side. In response to a
Prof. Dr. P. 5. SOMASUNDARA - - - _ - said the work on the Kartar- Narendra Modi’s interven- question on the security
Principal( Retd )D.G Vaishnav Coll. | | 20.11.1923 20.09.1999 BSES BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, New Delhi pur Corridor on the Indian  tion to pressurise Pakistan threat along the corridor, he
Founder PCMC Hosp. Pallavaram of Devakottai : ___TENDER NOTICE _ : Date: 20.09.2019 side would be completed by into withdrawing the pro- underlined the need to re-
Attained the lolus feet of Sealed tenders under two Bid System (Unpriced & Priced) is invited for following job from all bidders .
Lord shiva on 18th Sept2019 who passed away this day - il h - . October 30. posed fee and suggested that  main on constant guard.
NIT No. Brief Item Description Estimated Cost | Cost of EMD [~ Due Date & Date & Time of . .. .. ..
044-22661012 / 9840569062 Fandly remembered by ®) Time of Submission| _ Opening The Chief Minister visited the Minister of External Af-
o s boo hoorers| | FAMILY MEMBERS CMC/BR/19-20/| ANNUAL MAINTENANCE CONTRACT FOR 16184 | 771 | 10102019 | 10102019 Dera Baba Nanak to review fairs take up the matter dur-  Differences with SGPC
- - SVIAR/815 VARIOUS DIVISIONS IN BRPL Cr Lacs 1530 HRS 1545 HRS the progress of the ongoing ing bilateral meetings sub-  Asked about the differences
In memory of your loved ones CMC/BRI19-20/| PROVIDING VIDEOGRAPHY /PHOTOGRAPHY 30 30 | 10102019 | 10.10.2019 CO‘BS”“CUO.H work. ject for early resolution of  with the Shiromani Gurdwa-
. Y . WORK WITH ENFORCEMENT TEAM IN BRPL emanding immediate the matter. ra Parbandhak Committee
To dedicat this section. Pl tact: SV/ARIAN/B18 or lacs | 1600HRS | 1615HRS
WEIEIEE setlos NI SSRely Alsalis Eelibe withdrawal by Pakistan the The Chief Minister ex- on the celebration of the
from 10 . 2 For dotae i : OV Services. Qualii oot Torm & condil N proposed facilitation charge  pressed the confidence tha irth anniversary o
011-43579797 Cost of each Tender Document : 1180/ d facilitat h d th fid that 550th birth f
A N H R or detalls In respect of Equipment ervices, Qualitying requirements, lerms & conditions, purchase/submission . e . .
~ from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. o tondor doetments oic. plabas vist our wabeite s beoedeliicam Head (Coniracis & Meteriols) of $20 per visitor to the his- the work on Kartarpur Cor- Guru Nanak Dev, the Chief
For Placing Advertisements Online log on to toric Gurdwara Sri Kartar- ridor on the Indian side Minister said talks were pro-
thehinduad Regd. Off. : BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, BSES Bhawan, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019 | Corporate Identification No.: U40109DL2001PLC111527 . . . . .
www.thehinduads.com Telephone No. : +91 113899 9444 | E-mail : brpl.eauction@relianceada.com | Website : www.bsesdelh.com pur Sahib, saying it was would be completed by Oc-  gressing cordially.
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EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL

CLASSIFIEDS MART

8 £ | E |@_ || <Career S
TO ADVERTISE: ECONOMICS opTIONAL DHYEYA 1AS S 52g/S@ | 7 Launcher
www.thehinduads.com vy Ravindra N. Jha L e G e gg Esz a5 All India
011-43579738 * 43579797 o CSE - 2018 RESULT FOUNDATION BATCH 2020 .-8%. §§ 2:’5 ) l.
a OPEN CLASSES : ECONOMY O ES2 EB ;eoi?;s
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Qualify IAS Prelims 2020

[Don’t Waste Your Attempt]

Read our Prelims Focussed Advanced Notes
84 Ques in 2019 Prelims from our Notes
We provide Complete GS Paper Note
No Need to Read any Other Book
40%-50% Ques in Prelims are Related to Current
We provide Comprehensive Current Affairs
More than 40 News Sources Covered Daily

No Need to Read any NewspaFer & Magazine
To Get our Notes, visit our fol owmg Website:
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Tests
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only!

for
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1 =10% Discount
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REGULAR BATCH & TEST SERIES ALSO

MORNING BATCH
EVENING BATCH

40

Tests
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only!
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at our

Old Rajendra Nagar Center

AIR1
in UPSC

Civil Services
2017, 2015 & 2013!

Geography

CURRENT AFFAIRS
29 SEPTEMBER | 10:30 AM
(99205274743 R 01141251555

25 B, 2ND FLOOR, METRO PILLAR NO. 117, PUSA ROAD,
OLD RAJENDRA NAGAR, NEW DELHI 110060

PUBLIC NOTICE

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL-IIl, DELHI
PARLIAMENT STREET, NEW DELHI - 110001

Notice under Section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial
Institutions Act. 1993 read with Rule 12 & 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure

PEN FOR ALL 4
CERT's based 10 Test

[\
(obij. & sub.) with disucssion s

fo test your apti

11 a.m
Audited Results

Sept.

India's no. 1 Classroom

by, Vikash Ranjan
Course in Terms of Results

PRADEEP SINGH, Rank-93 Marks in Sociology-307
An Honest Effort Iam lucky to have the guide like Vikas Sir. I not only did Rules) 1993)‘ ﬁ e 9999-136-114
my Optional paper here, butalso the Essay paper, G.S Test Inthe matter of

FREE COACHING

& SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME

Series as well as Ethics, Sir guided me in every aspect of|
not only exam but life as well Vikas Sir's USP is that he
does not focus on making a Sociologist out of you but his
sole aim is to make you succeed and earn marks.

https:/itriumphias.com/sociology-foundation-cse-mains-oct.php

Visit:-

OANo. 06/2018/DRT-llI

IDBIBANKLTD. VS  M/SPARMESHWARIDAS ASHOK KUMAR & ORS.

Applicant Defendants
To,
D-3 | Mis ShaktiBhog Foods Ltd.

(ACompany-Through lts Directors)
Having Its Registered Office At -
1101-03, Pearls Business Park,
Netaji Subhash Place, Pitampura
Delhi-110034

D-4 | ShriKewal Krishan Kumar

289, Dhaka Johar, Near Dushahara Ground, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-09
©011-21Gl18204 93125“015 8851301204

HeW 3wet T Exam oriented ..

ot o, 3, foom, oft omi fifg, ot SR, ot Wt sftameea,
o v fagm, ot omviiate T, ot ofim far, ¥
K st i ww, ot e e, ot vy aew, ¥

* ok ok k¥

TR @us & @ s www

zo o ITHA HHAT

SEP 2019
AT

LUCKNOW
GOMTI NAGAR

. ' INDIA’S
ADMISSIONS OPEN BEST
FOR NEW BATCHES CAREER

IAS-PCS

IAS PRE-CUM-MAIN
REGULAR BATCH

26 SEP | 8:30 AM & 5:30 PM

IAS PRE-CUM-MAIN
WEEKEND BATCH

28 SEP | 5:30 PM

CSAT &
ENGLISH / HINDI QUALIFYING

30 SEP | 3 PM

GOMTI NAGAR:
CP-1, Jeewan Shopping Complex, Viram Khand 5,
Near Husariya Chauraha, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow (UP)

7234000501, 7234000502

FOR DETAILS VISIT US ON WWW.DHYEYAIAS.COM OR CALL ON 011 49274400

PAVAN KUMAR'’S IAS

(An Academy of General Studies & Public Administration)
Admissions are on Offline/Online

REGULAR 10“1 Oct

BATCH

{EEEIEB>
ETHIGS [ECONOMY

S/o Shri Jugal Kishore Kumar
Ri0 15/61, West Punjabi Bagh,
New Delhi-110026

D-5 | Mrs.SunandaKumar
W/o ShriKewal Krishan Kumar
Ri0 15/61, West Punjabi Bagh,

New Delhi-110026

D-6 | ShriSiddharth Kumar
Sfo ShriKewalKrishan Kumar
Ri0 15/61, West Punjabi Bagh,

New Delhi-110026

Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case against you and
whereas it has been shown to the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to
serve you in ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is given by advertisement directing
you to make appearance in this Tribunal on 27.09.2019 at 10.30 A.M.

Take notice that in case of your failure to appear on the above mentioned day
before this Tribunal, the case will be heard and decided in your absence.

Givenundermy hand and seal ofthe Tribunal onthis the 03rd day of August, 2019.

By Order of the Tribunal,
Assistant Registrar,
DRT-Il, New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

M/s S3 Buildwell Pvt Ltd
109 CHOUDHARY COMPLEX 9 VEER
SAVARKAR BLOCK SHAKARPUR
LAXMI NAGAR East Delhi DL
110092, Ph. No: 0129-4009898
Whereas, M/s S3 Buildwell Pvt Ltd
had developed an affordable group
housing Colony in Sector-82,
Faridabad, Haryana, over an area
measuring 5 acres in the revenue
estate of Village Bhatola in
accordance with the provision of
license no. 59 of 2014, granted by
Director General, Town & Country
Planning, Haryana, Chandigarh

(“DTCP”).

And whereas, several individuals
have made bookings/ entered into
purchase agreement for allotment
of Flats / property in the said colony
(hereinafter referred as allottees).
And whereas, the layout plan
approved at the time of grant of
license for the said colony is now
proposed to be revised. And
whereas, the office of DTCP has
required for seeking of objection
against the revision of layout plan
as a pre-condition for allowing such
revisioninthe layout plan.
Accordingly, vide this public notice
objections are hereby invited from
any of the allottees in the said
colony on the proposed revision of
the layout plan of the said colony. A
copy of the earlier approved layout
plan bearing no. ZP-1000/SD
(DK)/2014/28961, dated 29-12-
2014 & the copy of provisional
completion plan has been made
available for perusal on the

Starts: 10" Oct. | Starts: 10" Oct.

For more details: www.pavankumarias.com

8441412868, 8447932310, 9911366520

18/4, First Floor, Old Rajinder Nagar,Opp. Aggarwal Sweets, New Delhi-110060
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THE TRAVANCORE SUGARS
& CHEMICALS LTD.,

AKerala Government Company

THIRUVALLA, KERALA - 6891 04

Ph: 0469-2610711, 9400807290
E-mail: travancnresugarsGS@gmall.com
www.travancoresugars.com

TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited (https://
etenders.kerala.gov.in) for the
supply of ENA20 lakh BLs (Id: 2019_
TSC_301554_1) and supply of
40,000 BL Rectified Spirit (ID:
2019_TSC_301559_1). Last date 3
pm on 30.09.2019. For Details
Contact Office/Website.

Thiruvalla, 19.09.2019

GR

CLASSES & TEST SERIES
Starting from : 21st Sep.

For Details Contact

ESehaj Academy

89,0Id Rajinder Nagar,New Delhi-60

(SdF) MD

Company website
www.opchains.com. The said
layout plan can also be perused at
the Administrative office of
undersigned at 5B, Sector-10,
Faridabad, 121006 as well asin the
office of District Town Planner
(Planning), HSVP Complex, Sector-
12, Faridabad.

Any allottee having any objection
on revised layout plan, may file his
objection in the office of District
Town Planner (Planning), HSVP
Complex, Sector-12, Faridabad
within 30 days of the publication of
this notice, failing which it shall be
assumed that there are no
objections to the proposed revision
inthelayout plan.

Vijay Gupta

For S3 Buildwell Pvt Ltd
Place : Faridabad Date : 20.09.2019

ILD MILLENNIUM PRIVATE LIMITED
9"Floor, ILD Trade Centre, Sector-47,
Sohna Road, Gurugram-122 018

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas, M/s ILD Millennium Private
Limited are in the process of undertaking
of development of a Group Housing
Colony in Sector-37C, Gurugram over an
area measuring 15.4829 Acres in the
revenue estate of Village Basai, in
accordance with the license granted for a
Group Housing Colony License
No.13/2008 dated 31.01.2008 by,
Director , Town and Country Planning,
Chandigarh, Haryana.

And whereas, several individuals have
made booking/entered into purchase
agreement for allotment of flat in the said
colony (hereinafter referred Allottees).
And whereas, in the said Group Housing
Colony, comprising of Towers 2, 6 & 7
with 402 Units have been registered with
HARERA, Gurugram vide
Regn.No.60/2017.

Accordingly, vide this public notice, we
invite only the Allottees of Towers2,6&7
to meet at ILD Greens, Sector-37C
alongwith HARERA observer  on
28.9.2019 at11.30 AM to discuss various
proposals such as formation of
association of buyers, progress on
Project and other updates on the Project.

Place: Gurugram
Date: 19.09.2019
Shahid Ali Khan
Authorised Signatory
M/s. ILD Millennium Private Limited
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PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Sh. Adesh Goel S/o Sh.
Chaman Lal Goel & Smt. Neelam
Goel W/o Sh. Adesh Goel both R/o
A-8/29, Second Floor, Sector-15,
Rohini, Delhi have disowned /
debarred / discard their son Madhav
Goel & his wife Kajal Goel from all
their movable & immovable
properties & severed all relations
with them due to their disobedience
& misbehaviour. Anybody dealing
with them will do at his/her own risks,
costs & responsibility & my clients
shall not be responsible for any acts
done by them.

LOKESH SHARMA (Advocate)
Ch. No. 622, W. Wing, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

BEST SCORING &
SAFEST OPTIONAL

NEW BATCHES
COMMENGE

73, OLD RAJINDER NAGAR
011-45090051, 9818333201

PERSONAL
LOST & FOUND

IT IS notified for the information
that my Original Qualifying Exami-
nation ~Certificate of Main Sec-
ondary Examination of Year 2012
and Roll no, 5156955 issued by CB-
SE has been actually lost. Sidhant
Sharma, 8585983497.

It is notified for the information that my
Original Qualifying Examination Certifi-
cate of Compartment, Senior Secon-
dary Examination of year 1998 and
Roll No. 6600969 issued by CBSE has
been actually lost. Name of the Candi-
date Ravi Jugran, Full address: 163,
Sector-4 RK Puram, New Delhi, Con-
tact: 8447115336

CHANGE OF NAME

I SAMAN Ayesha Kidwai D/o Shad Kid-
wai, R/o New Delhi, and saman Kid-
wai is the same person, affidavit
dated August 20, 2019, notarised
Asghar Ali, New Delhi.
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SITUATION VACANT
GENERAL

HINDU COLLEGE OF
EDUCATION, SONEPAT

(A Grant-in-Aid College affiliated -
to DCRUST, Murthal)

(Ph. No. 0130-2246558)
Applications are invited for the
POST OF PRINCIPAL
on regular- basis SALARY,
QUALIFICATIONS & OTHER
CONDITIONS as per UGC /
Haryana Govt./ DCRUST,
Murthal / NCTE rules.
The Application Form is
available from college office
on cash payment of Rs. 500/-
or by post with a DD of Rs.
550/- in favour of Principal,
Hindu College of Education,

Sonepat.

The Form can also be down-
loaded from the college website
(www.hcoesonepat.org) and
sent with the above mentioned
fee. The application form
completed with all supporting
documents must reach upto
10/10/2019 in a sealed
envelope addressed to The
President, Governing Body. A
copy of application must be
submitted to The Dean, College
Development Council, DCRUST,

Murthal (President)

TENDERS

Gapt KERALA STATE CENTRE FOR

ADVANCED PRINTING AND TRAINING
Head Office Complex, Vattiyoorkavu,
Thiruvananthapuram, Ph: 2365678, 2365415

e-TENDER NOTICE

No. Capt/5545/19-20/MTL 19.09.19
e-Tenders (2 cover  system,
e-tender)  (Tender  no.115/19-20)

are invited from the reputed paper
dealers/suppliers/mills for the supply
of 4500 ream of 70 gsm D/D maplitho
paper through online vide e-tender id
2019_CAPT_301586_1. Due date and
time of tender/bid submission(online)
30.09.2019 upto 11.00 AM. For
detailed information log on the website:
https://etenders.kerala.gov.in &
www.captkerala.com
Sd/- MD, C-apt

CONSULTANCY FOR HOTEL PROJECT
Tenders are invited for providing
architectural consultancy services
for construction of building
having  rooms,  conference/
banquet hall facility and guest
rooms for Hornbill Nest Resort
in Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar
Islands. The tender document
alongwith terms & conditions can
be downloaded from the website
www.and.nic.in &

eproc.andaman.gov.in

https:
and the last date for submission of]
tender is 15.10.2019.

Managing Director, ANIIDCO
aniidco@gmail.com

@ www.careerlauncher.com/upsc

LEGAL NOTICE

MVC NO. 884/2018
IN THE COURT OF 3rd
ADDL SENIOR CIVIL
JUDGE & MACT
AT: RANEBENNUR
Petitioner: Umesh C Kombali,
V/S
Respondents: M/S Venture
Supply Chain Pvt Ltd,
H, No: 232A Vill-Kherki
Dhaula, Gurgaonna, Gurgaon,
Gurugaon,
Harynana-State-122001.

NOTICE OF MAIN PETITION
U/O 5 RULE 20 OF CPC.
Herein it is the notice to the

respondent No: 1 that.

The petitioner filed the above
numbered case against you
and another respondent ie,
Insurance company for the
compensation to the injuries
sustained by him in the motor
vehicle accident, wherein you
are the respondent No: 1 and
the owner of the vehicle
involved in the accident.
Therefore it is order that you
are hereby appear before the
Hon’ble 3rd Addl Senior Civil
Judge &MACT At: Ranebennur
in person or through an
authorized agent on Date: 24-
10-2019 at about 10-30 a,m.
failing which the Hon’ble court
will passed the suitable orderin
the absence of you.
Hence this notice.
by order of the Court.
Shirastedhar
Prl Senior Civil Judge &
MACT At: Ranebennur

Sri. P.H.Patil.
Advocate for Petitioner.

Place: Ranebennur.
Date: 11-9-2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the share
certificates No (s) 273875 for 100
shares bearing distinctive No
(s)126408001-126408100 standing
in the name(s) Jasinder Kaur
Chhabra, Devinder Singh Chhabra
in the books of M/s Chennai
Petroleum Corporation Limited,
have been lost and the advertiser
have applied to the Company for
issue of duplicate share certificate(s)
in lieu thereof. Any person (s) who
have claim (s) on the said shares
should lodge such claim(s) with the
Company's Registrars and Transfer
AgentsX viz Karvy Computer share
Pvt Limited, Karvy Selenium Tower
B, Plot number 31 & 32, Financial
District Gachibowli, Hyderabad 500
032 within 15 days from the date of
this notice failing which the Company
will proceed to Issue duplicate share
certificate(s) in respect of the said
shares.
Date: 20/09/2019
Place: New Delhi
Name (s) of the shareholder(s)
Jasinder Kaur Chhabra
Devinder Singh Chhabra

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Desh Raj Arora S/o Sh.
Pallu Ram Arora and Smt. Chanchal
W/o Sh. Desh Raj Arora R/o H.N0.98,
Sunder Park, Shastri Nagar, Delhi-
110031, have severed relation from
their son Kushal Arora, debarred his
from there movable-immovable
properties due to his misconduct, my
clients shall not be responsible for his

act(s) in future.
Pushpender Kumar (Advocates)
Ch. No. F-4, 1st Floor, F-Block,
Karkardooma Court, Shahdara
Delhi-110032

Published by N. Ravi at Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860, Anna Salai, Chennai-600002 and Printed by S. Ramanujam at HT Media Ltd. Plot No. 8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P. 201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., Chennai-600002. Editor: Suresh Nambath (Responsible for selection of news under the PRB Act).

Regd. DL(ND)-11/6110/2006-07-08 + RNI No. UPENG/2012/49940
CM CM
K K

ISSN 0971 - 751X « Vol.9 «

No. 224

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU ceim
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2019

Punjab plans ordinance
route for CM’s advisers

Move aims to shield MLAs from the ambit of ‘office of profit’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

Amid the ongoing controver-
sy over the appointment of
six Minister-rank advisers to
Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh, the Punjab govern-
ment on Thursday decided
to bring in an ordinance to
exclude adviser (political
and planning) from the am-
bit of the Punjab State Legis-
lature (Prevention of Dis-
qualification) Act, 1952.

The decision was taken at
a Cabinet meeting held at De-
ra Baba Nanak that was pre-
sided over by the Chief
Minister.

No disqualification

An official statement said the
ordinance will amend the
law to add these posts to the
list of posts that are not con-
sidered office of profit for the
purpose of disqualification
of MLAs. With the amend-
ment, these MLAs will not be
disqualified.

CM Amarinder Singh

The Punjab State Legisla-
ture (Prevention of Disquali-
fication) Act, 1952, had been
enacted in terms of Article
191 of the Constitution, to de-
clare certain offices of profit
as not disqualifying the hol-
ders of such office from be-
ing members of the State

legislature.
“Enacted in 1952, the Act
has undergone minor

amendments from time to
time. However, such amend-
ments have not taken into ac-

count the complexity of
modern day governance.
Further, these amendments
to the said Act have not taken
into account the reports and
studies of various parliamen-
tary committees which ad-
dressed the issue of office of
profit. Therefore, the Cabi-
net felt the need to amend
Section 2 of the Punjab State
Legislature (Prevention of
Disqualification) Act, 1952,”
said the statement.

The Cabinet also author-
ised the Punjab Governor to
approve and recommend the
draft ordinance for promul-
gation, said the statement.

Six advisers

The Punjab government had
earlier this month appointed
six Minister-rank advisers to
the Chief Minister. Five Con-
gress MLAs were given the
status of Cabinet Ministers
while the sixth was given the
rank and status of a Minister
of State.

Bengal Governor ‘rescues
Babul Supriyo from JU campus

Students had held up the Union Minister after event

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

Union Minister of State Ba-
bul Supriyo, who was con-
fined on Jadavpur University
campus by students, was
rescued on Thursday night
by West Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankar, who is al-
so the Chancellor of the
university.

The students had sur-
rounded Mr. Supriyo and did
not allow him to leave the
campus. Mr. Dhankar man-
aged to rescue the Union Mi-
nister finally at night, but
not before his convoy was
stopped for an hour in front
of the university gate with
Mr. Supriyo on board.

Mr. Supriyo visited the

campus to address the fresh-
ers and attend a seminar on
governance in India. Even
while entering, students
formed a barricade to stop
his entry.

Mr. Supriyo managed to
enter but the commotion be-
gan as he came out of the
K.P. Basu Memorial Auditori-
um. The students stopped
him and demanded an apol-
ogy for his security men al-
legedly manhandling stu-
dents. “His security men
manhandled the students,
including girl students, and
the Minister used choicest
words to abuse us,” a stu-
dent alleged.

The university campus la-
ter turned into a battle-

Noriots in U.P. since BIP
came to power: Yogi

All festivals celebrated peacefully’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

There has ‘not been a single
riot’ in Uttar Pradesh in the
2.5 years since the BJP go-
vernment came to power,
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath claimed on Thursday.

Agra communal flare-up
Incidentally, Mr. Aditya-
nath's assertion came a day
after a communal flare-up
was reported in Semra vil-
lage in Agra after a girl was
allegedly kidnapped on
Tuesday by a boy from
another community. A few
shops of the minority com-

CBI can arrest
Rajeev Kumar,
says court

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

A court in Kolkata on
Thursday said that the CBI
has powers to arrest IPS of-
ficer Rajeev Kumar and a
non-bailable warrant is not
required for the purpose.

Earlier in the day, CBI
counsels appeared before
the Alipore District Court
seeking a non-bailable war-
rant against Mr. Kumar,
who is presently posted as
ADG-CID.

Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate Subrata Muk-
herjee cited the earlier or-
ders by the Supreme Court
and the order delivered by
Calcutta High Court on
September 13, 2019. The
court also reminded the
CBI counsel of the High
Court order where the
court has said that the
agency can take steps only
in accordance with law.

CM
K

munity were also burnt
down in the incident. About
200 unidentified persons
have been booked for riot-
ing, wrongful assembly and
promotion of disharmony, a
police officer said.

Addressing a press confe-
rence, Mr. Adityanath pro-
duced a report card of his
government’s achievements
in the first 30 months of its
tenure. He said the BJP go-
vernment had vastly im-
proved the law and order in
the State and that since 2017
March all festivals were cele-
brated in a peaceful man-
ner.

ground in the evening with
students affiliated to left-
leaning and right-wing out-
fits clashing with each other.
The students’ union offices
were ransacked by alleged
supporters of the Akhil Bha-
ratiya Vidyarthi Parishad
and Durga Vahini members.

“We have always opposed
political leaders entering the
campus. We don’t know
how the Minister was al-
lowed to hold a pro-
gramme,” a student said.

Both Trinamool Congress
and CPI(M) leaders indepen-
dently said both the Minister
and the students are “res-
ponsible” for the flare-up.

Protests are planned in
the university on Friday.

Court frames
charges against
Sunny Deol

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

A railway court here has
framed charges under the
Railways Act against Gur-
daspur MP Sunny Deol and
film actress Karisma Ka-
poor in a 22-year-old case
of alleged chain pulling in a
train at Naraina station in
Rajasthan  during the
shooting for a film.

The two actors chal-
lenged the order through a
revision petition in a ses-
sions court on Wednesday.

Mr. Deol and Ms. Kapoor
had allegedly entered the
Naraina railway station,
near Phulera Junction, in
1997 and stopped the
2413-A Uplink Express by
pulling its chain, which de-
layed the train by 25 mi-
nutes. The Assistant Sta-
tion Master said in his
complaint that a few per-
sons from Mumbai shoot-
ing for a movie in a nearby
village  had illegally
stopped the train.

After framing the charg-
es earlier this week, the
Additional Chief Metropoli-
tan Magistrate (Railways)
summoned three witness-
es on bailable warrants for
the next hearing on Sep-
tember 24.

The actors have been ac-
cused of violating Sections
141 (needlessly interfering
with the means of commu-
nication in a train), 145
(drunkenness or nui-
sance), 146 (obstructing a
railway servant in his du-
ties) and 147 (trespass and
refusal to desist from tres-
pass) of the Railways Act.

The revision petition
filed in the sessions court
stated that the railway
court had framed the same
charges for the second
time after its charges read
out earlier in 2009 were set
aside in 2010. A.K. Jain,
counsel for Mr. Deol and
Ms. Kapoor, contended
that the September 17 or-
der for framing of charges
was against the law.

The film unit was shoot-
ing for the movie, “Baj-
rang”, in 1997 at Sanvarda
village near Phulera in Jai-
pur district.

Patna HC concern over
piling prohibition cases

Bihar govt. told to reduce pendency

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PATNA
The Patna High Court on
Thursday expressed con-
cern over 2.7 lakh pending
prohibition-related cases in
lower courts across the
State and asked the State go-
vernment to explain how it
proposed to dispose them.
The court also observed that
due to the mounting pres-
sure of such cases working
of the lower judiciary was
being “adversely affected”.
While hearing a petition,
a division Bench headed by

Justice Anil Kumar Upad-

hyay observed that there

were over 2.7 lakh pending
cases related to new Bihar
Prohibition and Excise Act,
2016. Of these, 28,593 had
been filed in Patna district
alone.

In an oral order, the
Bench said the cases have
increased manifold the bur-
den on the courts and that
the home secretary should
explain how the State go-
vernment intended to tackle
the problem.

State Advocate-General
Lalit Kishore told the court
that the matter was already
being considered by the
State government.

Woman’s murder puts focus on
security arrangements in courts

Rajasthan High Court had directed State govt. to take steps

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

The daylight murder of a 50-
year-old woman in the dis-
trict courts complex in Ra-
jasthan’s Dausa town on
Wednesday has brought the
focus on security arrange-
ments in the courts, for
which the High Court had
recently given directions to
the State government.

The woman was stabbed
by her estranged husband
just before a sessions court
was to pass the judgment in
a case related to their mis-
sing daughter.

Stabbed to death

The accused, Amar Chand,
was overpowered by the la-
wyers and court officials
and handed over to the pol-
ice. While the accused was
arrested on charges of mur-

der, the victim, Sheela Devi,
was rushed to the district
hospital where she was de-
clared dead.

Amar Chand had filed a
case in 2013 against his wife
and brother-in-law with the
allegation that they had for-
cibly married off his deaf
and dumb daughter. Police
said the accused, who had
planned the murder, had
come to the court with a
dagger after enquiring
about the judgment's date
and time and attacked the
woman sitting on a bench
outside the courtroom.

Shocked by the incident,
lawyers in the town, situat-
ed 57 km away from here,
boycotted the court work
and demanded strict mea-
sures for security of advo-
cates, judges and the court
staft as well the people visit-

ing the courts. Lawyers said
the situation in which
anyone could come with
weapons to the court war-
ranted immediate action.

‘Policemen misbehaved’
Dausa Bar Association presi-
dent Avdhesh Sharma made
a written complaint to the
Chief Judicial Magistrate al-
leging that some policemen
had misbehaved with the la-
wyers when they struggled
with Amar Chand and tried
to overpower him. “When
one of my colleagues tried
to save the woman, a police-
man manhandled him.” he
said.

A Division Bench of the
High Court had in July this
year directed the State go-
vernment to take suitable
steps for safety in the court
complexes.

ASTERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice No. : TRE/HWH/
10/OT/56C, dated : 16.09.20189.
Following E-Tender is invited by
Divisional Electrical
Engineer (TAS), Eastern Railway,
Howrah in prescribed form from the

Senior

tenderars for the following work -
Descriplion of work : Painting of
Elactric locomotive body with PU
paint and its accessories with paint
al eleciric loco shed, Howrah
Approx. T B2,04, 069,
Earnest Money : ¥ 1,24 100
Closing date and lime of tender -
23.10.2019 at 14.00 hrs. The details
afl e-Tender |8 avallable at webslie

Cost :

www.ireps.gov.in Tenderers are
requested to submit their offer
anline on the above website. MNo
manual affer will be acceplad

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,
PHUSRO NAGAR PARISHAD

following works:

Request for Proposal/E-Procurement Notice
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NO.UDD/PNP/04/2019-20 Date:19.09.2019
Request for Proposal are invited on behalf of Phusro Nagar Parishad (PNP),
Jharkhand for work on DBOT basis from reputed and eligible companies / firm/
Consortium/Joint Ventures having sound Technical and Financial capability for the

{H:WH 170/2019- ZUJ 10

No. Description of Package Estimated | Earnest Tender | Completion
Capital & | Money(Rs | Fee (Rs.) Period)
O&M Cost .in lac)
(Rs. in lac)
Door to Door Collection, Transfer, Transportation,
Developing and operating an integrated Municipal
Solid Waste Processing Facility and Engineered 1029.32 16 Month
1 Sanitary Landfill Facility in mun|C|pa_I area as per IS 10.30 25,000/- Construction
SWM Rules 2016, for Phusro town in Jharkhand, 13201.82 ! & 20 Yrs.
on a long-term Design, Build, Operate and ' Oo&M
Transfer (DBOT) basis for Municipal Solid Waste
with 20 years O&M
2 Issue of RFP 23.09.2019
3 Last date for receiving queries 03.10.2019
4 Pre bid meeting 10.10.2019
5 Proposal due date 19.10.2019 By 4:00 PM
6 Opening of technical bid 21.10.2019 By 3:00 PM
7 Official Inviting Tender Executive Officer, Phusro Nagar Parishad
8 Mobile Number 7644004023
9 E-mail npphurol @gmail.com
Helpline Number of E-Procurement Cell 0651-2491232 / 7903925693

| Tender Notices are also awailzbie at Eastem Rall-a; 5

withitita : www.er Indisnralivays oo i Pegs.gov in

Only e-tenders are acceptable.Further
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

details can be seen on website

(3 - g e wediet ot o Y el

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

PR 217330 (Urban Development and Housing)19-200D PHUSRO NAGAR PARISHAD

DIRECTORATE OF TECHN ICAL EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER, TECHNICAL
EDUCATION and SKILL DEVELOPMENT

GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND
Request For Proposal (RFP) For Selection of Training Partner

for Providing Training on Internet of Things (IoT) & analytics in
Polytechnic Institutions in Jharkhand
Notice

e-Tender Ref. No: DHTE&SD/TE/01(R)/2019-20
Project: Director ,Technical Education, Department of Higher, Technical
Education and Skill Development, Government of Jharkhand invites
Proposal from reputed Private Sector Entities (Companies incorporated
under the Companies Act 1956/ 2013 formed under the Applicable Laws)
for Selection of Training Partner for Providing Training on Internet of
Things (I0T) & analytics in Polytechnic Institutions in Jharkhand .

Selection Procedure: An open competitive Single stage two folder e-
bidding process shall be adopted for selection of suitable Private Sector
Partner/(s).

Eligibility Criteria: For eligibility criteria and other Project Parameters,
please refer to Volume I of the RFP document.

Procurement of RFP Document: RFP documents can be viewed and
downloaded from https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in from 19.09.2019. A non
refundable Demand Draft of Rs 10,000/- drawn in favour of “Assistant
Director-cum-DDO, Directorate of Technical Education, Department of
HTE&SD, Government of Jharkhand” payable at Ranchi must be deposited
as bid purchase fee at the address mentioned below on or before date and
time as mentioned . Scanned copies of the bid and relevant documents must
be uploaded online . The last date for uploading of bid is on 30.09.2019 by
5:00 PM at the website address as given above.

SL Event Date
No
1 Date of Publication

19 September 2019 (3:00PM)

CSIR-NORTH EAST INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLDG‘I’ JORHnT

RECRUITMENT NOTICE (Advt. No: 3."2019-REC
CSIR-MNorth East Institute of Science and Technology invites
applications from Indian Nationals having requisite qualification
and experience for 28 posts of Technical Assistant.For
detailed Advertisement, please see Employment News, 14
September - 20 September 2019 Edition or visit our

Website: http://www.neist.res.in.

=z Central Council for Research in Siddha
HE SCRI Building, Anna Govt. Hospital Campus,
i Arumbakkam, Chennai - 600106

Advertisement No. 4/2019
CCRS, an autonomous body fully funded by Ministry of AYUSH,
Govt. of India,
intends to engage the services of Program Assistant on contract basis
as per the details given below:
Name of the post : Program Assistant - 1
Place of posting: Peripheral Pharmacovigilance Centre, SCRU, New
Delhi
Remuneration : Rs. 25000/- (Consolidated)
Qualification : Essential : BSMS/MD (Siddha)
Desirable : Knowledge in Computer
Age: not exceeding 40 years
Walk-in interview : 30.09.2019 at 10:00 am at CCRS HQrs, Chennai.
Further details regarding the educational qualifications, etc. are available
at the Council’'s website : www.siddhacouncil.com
Director General

01 October 2019 at 11.00 AM &
02:00 PM respectively

6 Technical Bid Opening
date & Presentation

7 Demonstration By 03 October 2019 at 11.00 AM
Technically Qualified
bidders

8 Financial Bid opening date | 03 October 2019 at 05.00 PM

9 Office Inviting Tender The Director, Directorate of
Technical Education, Department
of Higher, Technical Education
and Skill Development, Govt. of

Jharkhand, Nepal House, Ranchi
Dr. Arun Kumar

Director (Technical Education)
DHTE&SD, Ranchi

PR 217399 Higher Education,
Technical Educationand Skill
Development Department (19-20)_D

2 Online Bid submission 20 September 2019 (3:00PM)
start date

3 Pre- Bid Query submission | 25 September 2019 (5:00PM) [S—
Pre-bid Meeting 26 September 2019 (3:00PM) @[

5 Online Bid submission end | 30 September 2019 by 5:00 PM j
date(Bid due date) T
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ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL

Ridge Road, Dhaula Kuan, New Delhi - 10
AUCTION NOTICE

A Public auction of unserviceable material will be held at Army
Public School, Ridge Road, Dhaula Kuan by the Presiding
Officer on 24 Sep 2019 at 11:00 a.m. Interested persons may
attend the auction by paying ¥200/- as gate money. Successful
bidders have to deposit a bank draft amounting to 3¥10,000/-
within one hour of successful bidding drawn in favour of APS
Dhaula Kuan. Cheque / Cash will not be accepted. Principal

JHARKHAND MEDICAL & HEALTH
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT &
PROCUREMENT CORPORATION LTD.

MCH BUILDING, RCH CAMPUS, NAMKUM
RANCHI - 834010
(CIN-U85100JH2013SGC001276)
Email-jmhidpc2014@gmail.com
Tender Notice No: JMC/NIT-19/Cryotheraphy/24  Date: 18.09.2019
RE-TENDER NOTIFICATION
(E-Procurement System)

RATE CONTRACT OF CRYOTHERAPHY UNIT

The Managing Director, Jharkhand Medical & Health
Infrastructure Development & Procurement Corporation Ltd.
(JMHIDPCL) hereby invites separate Technical and Commercial Bids (Two
Cover System) through e-tender from the registered and eligible
Manufacturers/their Authorized Dealer /Distributors/Authorized
Stockiest for Rate Contract of Cryotheraphy Unit.

The Blank tender documents with detailed conditions can be
obtained through web site http://jharkhandtenders.gov.inand should be
submitted through e-procurement system only.

Rate Contract of Cryotheraphy Unit
and Consumabl
As specified.

1 | Name of Work

2 | Time of Completion
3 Date _of Publication of Tenders on 18.09.2019
website

25.09.2019 at 1 PM in Office of
JMHIDPCL, GVI Campus, Tata Road,
Namkum, Ranchi- 834010
03.10.2019 to 10.10.2019 up to 3 PM
11.10.2019 at3 PM
Rs 1000.00 (Rupees One thousand only) and
Rs 10,000/~ (Rupees Ten thousand only)
respectively should be submitted in original
before the opening of the technical bid to the
office of the tender inviting authority.
Contact no. of procurement person 7004871564, 9771500075

Note: The above dates may change due to abrupt declaration of holidays.
Detailed tender document can be seen and applied through

website http:/jharkhandtenders.gov.in only, hard copies of Technical bid &

Price bid will not be entertained except Tender fee & EMDS,

4 | Pre-Bid Meeting Date and Time

5 | Date / time for receipt of bids
6 | Date of Technical Bid opening

N

Tender fee (Non-refundable)& EMD

=

Managing Director
JMHIDPCL, Govt. of Jharkhand
Namkum, Ranchi

PR 217277 Jharkhand Rural
Health Mission Society (19-20)_D

A GREETING TO REMEMBER

Be it a birthday, an anniversary, an academic
accomplishment or even a promotion. Now you can
surprise your loved ones by wishing them on

CLASSIFIEDS

For more details, email: classifiedscustomercare@thehindu.co.in
Contact Toll Free Number: 180030700404

For Placing Advertisements Online, Log on to www.thehinduads.com

Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi

Department of Health & Family Welfare
9t Level,A-Wing, Delhi Secretariat,l.P. Estate,New Delhi-110002

Public Notice

The Department of Health & Family Welfare, GNCTD, is the largest public
healthcare provider in Delhi. The hospitals / institutions in Delhi provide
a range of preventive, promotive, curative and rehabilitative healthcare
services, including teaching, training and research. The Health Department
intends to leverage the advancements in Information Technology to
implement state of the art ICT Health Management System which is citizen
centric, and which improves the productivity of the State Health Department
and the state-run hospitals / institutions, thereby improving the overall
healthcare system in Delhi. The total number of hospitals / institutions to be
covered under this project is approx. 300+.

Industry players are cordially invited to participate and provide valuable
inputs in developing the solution framework for this ambitious project,
especially related to new technologies and devices which can form part
of the of the overall solution landscape, benefiting the key healthcare
resources like doctors, nurses, technicians, etc. as well as the citizens
of Delhi. Please feel free to share your inputs via email to .the below
mentioned email ID, along with contact details of your representative, latest
by 04/10/19. A short background note on Delhi HIMS project is uploaded
on http://health.delhigovt.nic.in for ready reference of all concerned. All
subsequent information related to this Public Notice will appear on this
website.

Any further query / clarification may be directed to the below mentioned
email ID. Any communication not conforming to format specified will not be
considered.

Email ID for communication -
healthinformation.dhsdelhi@gmail.com,gautam.n.sinha@pwc.com
Format of Email - Please clearly mention in Subject “Delhi HIMS |
Input or Query or Clarification (as applicable) | Company Name. Mail
Body should contain queries /inputs in bullet points with supporting
argument / justification.

-sd-

DIP/Shabdarth/0695/19-20 DGHS, GNCTD

A ND-NDE
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Plea by Saritha Nair not
maintainable: Rahul
KOCHI
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday informed
the Kerala High Court that

the petition filed by Saritha S.

Nair, challenging his election
from the Wayanad Lok Sabha
Constituency, was not
maintainable as she was
convicted and sentenced in
two cases.

Man booked for triple
talaq in Shivamogga
SHIVAMOGGA

A case has been registered
here against a 44-year-old
man employed in Dubai for
allegedly giving triple talag
to his wife. Mustafa Beig, a
resident of Shivamogga, had
married Aisha Siddiqui 20
years ago. In the complaint,
the woman alleged that her
husband pronounced triple
talaq through WhatsApp.

Becomes the first Defence Minister to experience the homegrown fighter aircraft

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Rajnath Singh became the
country’s first Defence Mi-
nister to get a first-hand feel
of the indigenous Light Com-
bat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas
when he co-piloted a trainer
version in Bengaluru on
Thursday. The sortie, lasting
about 30 minutes, took off
from the LCA hangar at the
defence airport run by Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Ltd.
around 10 a.m.

The pilot, Air Vice Mar-
shal Narmdeshwar Tiwari of
the National Test Flight
Centre, later said Mr. Singh,
68, co-piloted the aircraft as
it flew up to a height of
13,000 feet; he also pulled
about 2.5 g but the flight was
so smooth that the Minister
apparently did not feel its
high speed of nearly 1 mach.

Mr. Singh’s flight was a
morale booster for the de-
cades-long LCA programme

g -’ 3 o~
Thrilling ri

and the efforts of their res-
pective agencies, said G.
Satheesh Reddy, Chairman
of the Defence Research and
Development Organisation,
which is developing the LCA;
and R. Madhavan, CMD of

de: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on LCA Tejas in Bengaluru.

HAL, which produces the
planes.

On his return, the Minis-
ter told the media, “I am
thrilled by this very special
experience in my life. It was
a smooth and comfortable

Sekar Reddy back in TTD Board

In 2016, the A.P. govt. sacked him citing seizure of cash from his house by the CBI

S. VIJAY KUMAR
CHENNAI

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment on Thursday nominat-
ed industrialist Sekar Reddy
as a special invitee to the
Board of Trustees, Tirumala
Tirupathi  Devasthanams
(TTD). He was also made
president of the Local Advi-
sory Committee of TTD in
Tamil Nadu.

In December 2016, the
Andhra Pradesh government
had sacked Mr. Reddy from
the TTD Board stating that
the CBI had seized over 3100
crore cash and huge amount
of gold from his house in
Chennai. The order had, ho-
wever, said, he was not in-
volved in any irregularity
concerning TTD matters.

Sekar Reddy

Mr. Reddy recently wrote
to Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Jagan Mohan Reddy
contending that the contents
of the Government Order
(GO) removing him from the
post of TTD Board were fac-
tually incorrect. He argued
that the CBI had conducted a

search on his premises more
than a week after the GO was
issued.

The search referred to in
the order was actually con-
ducted by the Income Tax
Department and the seizure
was only 12 lakh. Other sei-
zures made in the case be-
longed to SRS Mining firm in
which he was one of the
partners. The cash seized on
the company premises was
accounted for and advance
tax duly paid. “I have been
unfairly treated in the hur-
ried removal of my member-
ship of the TTD Board with-
out any verification or
enquiry,” he said and sought
re-inducting into the TTD
Board.

Of the three FIRs regis-

tered against him by the CBI,
two were quashed by the Ma-
dras High Court and the
chargesheet was not filed in
the third till date.

Others nominated as spe-
cial invitees to the TTD
Board and made Local Advi-
sory Committee presidents
were Bhumana Karunakara
Reddy, MLA, Tirupati; Ra-
kesh Sinha, Member of Par-
liament, Delhi; Kupendar
Reddy, Bengaluru; Govinda
Hari, Hyderabad; Dusmanth
Kumar Das, Bhubaneswar;
and Amol Kale, Mumbai.

All of them would hold of-
fice for a period coterminous
with the tenure of the Board
that was fully constituted
with 28 members on Wed-
nesday.

= SUDHAKARA JAIN

flight. I did whatever my pi-
lot asked me to.” He said he
was keen to experience Tejas
for himself. “I wanted to
know the conditions under
which our pilots fly the air-
craft,” he said.

Shivakumar
shifted to
Tihar jail

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The Enforcement Directo-
rate on Thursday opposed
Congress leader D.K. Shiva-
kumar’s bail plea, saying
he could not be absolved of
his alleged liability under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act merely by
paying the income tax. The
matter has been posted for
hearing on Saturday.

Mr. Shivakumar, cur-
rently in judicial custody,
has been shifted to the Ti-
har Jail.

The case is based on a
chargesheet filed last year
by the IT Department, al-
leging tax evasion and “ha-
wala” transactions running
into crores.
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Rajnath takes to the skies on Tejas

Maradu: Kerala unlikely
to seek extension in SC

Govt. to list out
preparatory
works in court

K.S. SUDHI
KOCHI

Kerala may not seek exten-
sion of time in the Supreme
Court to pull down the Mara-
du apartments. Instead, it
will list out the preparatory
works undertaken for imple-
menting the verdict.

As the court-set deadline
for the demolition of H20
Holy Faith, Alfa Serene, Jain
Coral Coves and Golden
Kayaloram, the four apart-
ments that were built in vio-
lation of the Coastal Regula-
tion Zone guidelines, ends
on Friday, a few senior offi-
cials are in New Delhi finalis-
ing the affidavit to be filed in
the court on the day.

The Supreme Court had
on September 6 asked Chief
Secretary Tom Jose to de-
molish the buildings and file
a report on September 20.
The court will consider the
case on September 23.

Mr. Jose, who is away in
the U.S., will reach New Del-
hi on Friday. The contents of
the affidavit will be finalised
after a round of discussion
with him, said a senior
official.

Elaborate groundwork
After the September 6 order,
the Maradu municipality has
undertaken elaborate
groundwork, including serv-
ing of eviction notices to the
residents of the apartments,
floating of the Expression of
Interest inviting agencies for
pulling down the structure
and gathering information
on the number of people
who may need rehabilita-
tion. These aspects will fea-
ture in the affidavit, sources
said.

Meanwhile, the demoli-
tion impact assessment stu-

¢ ]

A file photo of Alfa Serene flats, one of the apartments which

has come up in violation of the CRZ norms, in Maradu.

Eviction notice challenged

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A petition has been filed in
the Kerala High Court by
the owner of a flat in the
Holy Faith Apartment in
Maradu challenging the
notice given by the Maradu
municipality asking him to
vacate from his flat.

The petition was filed by
K.K. Nair.

According to him, the
basic principles of natural
justice had not been
followed by the

dy carried out by the Indian
Institute of Technology,
Chennai, which warned that
the impacts of razing the
structures would be felt in
an area of one km radius has
deepened the crisis for the
State government.

The Maradu municipality,
which has been tasked with
the demolition of the illegal

municipality. The petitioner
and other similarly placed
residents should have been
informed by the authorities
before ordering eviction as
to what was the mistake
they had committed.

Besides, they should
have been given a
reasonable opportunity of
being heard. The petitioner
sought a directive to the
municipal secretary not to
evict him forcefully without
adopting the due process of
law.

buildings, is groping in the
dark on the implementation
of the court order.

“There has not been any
specific directions from the
State government regarding
the way forward. The local
body will implement the di-
rections of the State govern-
ment,” said T.H. Nadeera,
chairperson.

http://www_—=. |
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from classrooms
to boardrooms.
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BBMB Honoured with the

Highest Award for Rajbhasha

Bhakra Beas Management Board
received First Prize for Rajbhasha
Kirti Award at National Level un-
der Boards/Autonomous bodies
category for the excellent imple-
mentation of the Official Language
Policy during the year 2018-19 in
Region “B”.

Shri D.K. Sharma, Chairman,
BBMB received this prestigious
award from the Chief Guest, Shri
Amit Shah, Hon’ble Home Minis-
ter, Govt. of India in a prize distri-
bution ceremony organized at Vi-
gyan Bhawan, New Delhi on 14th
September, 2019. Shri Nityanand
Rai and Shri G. Kishan Reddy,
both Hon’ble Minister of State for
Home Affairs, Govt. of India were
also present on this occasion.

Incomparable and Amazing Alla-
habad-New Delhi Humsafar Ex-
press of Indian Railway

Railway administration would like
to inform that Allahabad Division of
North Central Railway is constant-
ly striving to provide better facilities
to its esteemed passengers. In this
series, Allahabad Division com-
mences the operations of one of its
own kind Humsafar Express with
04 sleeper coaches along with 16
3AC coaches and having all mod-
ern facilities for passengers, from
today, i.e. 13.09.2019.

However, according to the struc-
ture of Humsafar Express, only
3AC coaches are installed in
Humsafar Express but on special
request of Divisional Railway Man-
ager and General Manager North
Central Railway Allahabad, special
train is given by Railway Board
and to provide special facilities to
residents of Prayagraj in train No
12275/76 and 22437/38 Humsa-
far Express going from Allahabad
to New Delhi and Anand Vihar re-

spectively will have 16 3AC and
04 sleeper coaches. Earlier, Du-
ronto Express ran for three days
from Allahabad to New Delhi and
Humsafar Express ran for three
days from Allahabad to Anand Vi-
har. Now increasing the operation
frequency Humsafar Express will
run on every day from 13.09.2019
onwards, for the convenience of
passengers.

Swachhta Pakhwara-Efforts on
North Central Railway to achieve
Clean India Mission

Hon’ble Prime Minister Sri Naren-
dra Modi has started Swachhta Hi
Seva Campaign from Mathura on
13.09.2019. All three Divisions,
Workshops and Headquarters
office of North Central Railway
joined this pan India a campaign
which has central focus on Ban-
ning single use plastic articles
below thickness of 50 micron with
overall objective to control plas-
tic waste. Moving ahead with this
campaign Indian Railways is also
observing Swachhta Pakhwara
from 16th September, 2019 to 30th
September, 2019 and Community
Day on 2ndOctober, 2019.

Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Small Industries De-
velopment Bank of India (SIDB)
for funding support to MSMEs.
The Board of Directors of HSIIDC
approved signing of Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with Small
Industries Development Bank of
India (SIDB) for funding support to
MEMEs. A decision in this regard
was taken in the 359th meeting of
the Board held here in Chandigarh
under the chairmanship of Shri Ra-
jesh Khullar, Additional Chief Sec-
retary-cum-PSCM, Haryana.

Efforts of General Manager and
Principal Chief Commercial
Manager Realized

RCT’s Proposal cleared by Rail-
way Minister, notification issued

In order to provide relief to the
passengers and their depend-
ents hurt in railway accidents, the
Ministry of Railways has taken a
big step and decided to open the
Railway Claims Tribunal Bench
in Prayagraj. In this regard, on
12.09.2019, the Hon’ble Railway
Minister made a formal announce-
ment in Mumbai and the notifi-
cation in the Gazette of the Gov-
ernment of India was issued late
Thursday.

Dr. M. Ravi Kanth, CMD, HUD-
CO, planted saplings

Tree plantation drive, as part of a
series of events planned to mark
the 150th birth anniversary of Ma-
hatma Gandhi under the Swachh
Bharat Mission. On the occasion,
a mass awareness campaign rally
was also organized by HUDCO.

Hon’ble Minister of State for
Railways, expresses satisfac-
tion over infrastructure efforts
and praises the overall cleanli-
ness standard of the stations.

Hon’ble Minister of State (Rail-
way), Shri Suresh C. Angadi on
his way to Varanasi by 22436
New Delhi - Varanasi , Vande
Bharat Express inspected the first
Make in India trainset and territory
of North Central Railway over AL-
LAHABAD division. It was indeed
a rare occasion for North Central
Railway when Hon’ble Minister of
state first time traveled in AC chair
car of this engineless trainset
which runs for more than 80% of
its journey on Allahabad division
of North Central Railway.
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India unlikely to meet ‘Poshan  ‘Black magic’ suspect
Abhiyaan’ targets, finds study

‘The desired rate of improvement under the programme is aspirational

Tourist held for
damaging monument
BALLARI

The Hampi police have
arrested a tourist on the
charge of damaging a
historical monument at the
UNESCO World Heritage site
of Hampi in Ballari district on
Wednesday.

Indigenous Astra missile
tested five times

NEW DELHI

The indigenous Beyond Visual
Range Air-to-Air Missile Astra
was successfully test-fired
five times by the Air Force
between September 16 and
19 from a Sukhoi Su-30MKI
fighter jet off the coast of
Chandipur in Odisha, the
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
said on Thursday.

ED attaches assets of
banned left-wing outfit
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has attached assets
worth ¥2.89 crore, including
%1.49 crore in cash and five
vehicles worth ¥89 lakh in a
case of alleged extortion by
members of Tritiya Prastuti
Committee, a banned left-
wing extremist organisation.

SC summons U.P. Home

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday summoned the Ut-
tar Pradesh Home Secretary
to appear in person on Sep-
tember 23 in a plea filed by a
16-year-old girl, lodged in a
shelter home on the orders
of the Allahabad High Court,
to return to her 24-year-old
“husband” whom she mar-
ried in accordance with the
Mohammedan law.

A Bench led by Justice N.V.
Ramana ordered the appea-
rance of the State Home Se-
cretary after the Uttar Pra-
desh government failed to

: WEATHER WATCH

JAGRITI CHANDRA
NEW DELHI

India is unlikely to meet tar-
gets set under the ambitious
Poshan Abhiyan or National
Nutrition Mission (NNM) for
reduction in prevalence of
stunting, underweight, low
birth weight and anaemia in
women and children by 2022
if there is no progress
achieved in improving the
rate of decline observed bet-
ween 1990 and 2017, accord-
ing to a new study published
in The Lancet.

Missed targets

The study points out that In-
dia will miss its target for
stunting levels of 25% by
9.6%; underweight target of
22.7% by 4.8%; desired low
birth level of 11.4% by 8.9%;
anaemia level among wo-
men of 39.4% by 13.8%; and
anaemia level among chil-
dren of 44.7% by 11.7%, ac-
cording to the Global Burden
of Disease Study 1990-2017,
released on Wednesday.

The report is a joint initia-
tive of Indian Council of
Medical Research, Public
Health Foundation of India
(PHFI) and the Ministry of

respond on the notice issued
by the court.

The State sought 15 days
more to file the reply. To
this, the Bench said the State
was taking the court too
lightly even though the girl,
represented by advocate
Dushyant Parashar, conti-
nues to be lodged in a Nari
Niketan.

The High Court had on Ju-
ly 17, 2019, declared the mar-
riage void, saying that she
had not yet attained the age
of majority of 18.

In her plea, the girl
claimed she has attained pu-
berty and is a major under

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

: TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS)
© Forecast for Friday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely at isolated
places over Konkan & Goa, Gujarat, central Maharashtra, Ut- :
i tarakhand, east Uttar Pradesh, east Rajasthan, Andaman & Nico- :
: bar Islands and coastal Karnataka. Thunderstorm accompanied :
: with lightning likely at isolated places over Odisha. :

Food for thought

The nutritional indicators in 2022 as per the Global Burden of Disease Study 1990-2017

Weighty issue: As per the National Family Health Survey-4,
18% children are born underweight. = PRASHANT WAYDANDE

BN NATIONAL NUTRITION MISSION TARGET

Health and Family Welfare.

Poshan Abhiyan, the
world’s largest nutrition pro-
gramme, expected to benefit
10 crore people and
launched in 2018 by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
aims to reduce stunting, un-
derweight, and low birth
weight.

However, a senior official
at government think-tank NI-
TI Aayog, says that the find-
ings are not worrisome.

“Poshan Abhiyan has dou-
bled the rate [of decline]. For

STUNTING
25%

22.7%

example, it sets a target of
2% reduction per year for
underweight, but the per-
centage of reduction for this
indicator typically is 1%. So,
we are not worried, ” Dr. Vi-
nod K. Paul, Member, NITI
Aayog told The Hindu.

Aspirational rates
The study, however, points
out that the desired rates of
improvement are aspiration-
al.

“Our findings suggest that
the malnutrition indicator

Secretary on girls plea

the Mohammedan law. She
is married to a person whom
she loves and her enforced
stay in a home violates her
basic fundamental right of
equality. The petition con-
tended that her stay in the

shelter home “amounts to il-
legal detention, whereas
she, after attaining puberty,
is competent to marry as per
Mohammadan law.”

“Both profess Islam and
have attained the age of pu-
berty and further with the
offer and acceptance and
further by giving and taking
dower and mehar, have per-
formed nikah by drawing the
nikahnama,” the petition
said.

The petition quotes the
case of Shafin Jahan, in
which the SC upheld the
right of a woman to make
her own choices in life.

BJP protecting Swami
Chinmayanand: Cong.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Accusing the BJP govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh of
supporting former minister
Swami Chinmayanand, who
has been accused of rape by
a law student, the Congress
on Thursday questioned the
silence of women leaders of
the party and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on the
issue.

“The consequences of
the BJP government and
police’s negligence and pro-
tection to the accused in the
Unnao rape case are in front
of everyone. Now, the BJP
government and police are
repeating the same in the
Shahjahanpur case. The vic-

tim is in fear. But do not
know what the BJP govern-
ment is waiting for,” Con-
gress general secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra said on
twitter.

“This is a very serious is-
sue. It has become very
clear that this government
has a very non-serious ap-
proach to tackling increas-
ing crimes against women,”
said Congress spokesperson
Sharmistha Mukherjee in a
press conference.

The Congress said that
while the Modi government
is talking about ‘Beti Ba-
chao, Beti Padhao’, it is “bu-
sy protecting” those com-
mitting crimes against
women.

UNDERWEIGHT

;

PROJECTIONS AS PER THE STUDY

9.6%

4.8%

LOW BIRTH WEIGHT
11.4% (8.9%

ANAEMIA IN CHILDREN

44.7% n7%
ANAEMIA IN WOMEN (15-49 AGE GROUP)
39.4% 13.8%

GAP

targets set by NNM for 2022
are aspirational, and the rate
of improvement needed to
achieve these targets is
much higher than the rate
observed in this study,
which might be difficult to
reach in a short period. This
slow pace of improvement
needs to be accelerated, so
that future prevalence of the
malnutrition indicators is
better than our projections
based on trends so far,” said
Professor Lalit Dandona,
PHFI.

thrown into funeral pyre

Relatives of homemaker blame him for her death

ABHINAY DESHPANDE
HYDERABAD

Family members of a mis-
sing autorickshaw driver
lodged a complaint with the
Shameerpet police here al-
leging that he was burnt
alive in the funeral pyre of a
middle-aged woman, who,
according to villagers, died
due to ‘black magic’ per-
formed by him at Adraspally
near Shameerpet.

Goes missing
The police said Boini Anja-
neyulu, 25, of Adraspally, 40
km from here, went missing
on Wednesday night. Quot-
ing family members, they
said he had been thrashed
and burnt alive by relatives
of Gyara Laxmi, 45.
Balanagar Deputy Com-
missioner of Police P.V. Pad-
maja said Laxmi, a home-
maker from the village ailing
for the last five years, died
on Tuesday and her last
rites were performed on
Wednesday evening.
“Laxmi, a mother of four,
was suffering from health
complications for more than
five years and died on Tues-
day evening at Osmania

Punjab to distribute
smartphones to youth

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH
The Punjab government on
Thursday approved the mo-
dalities for distribution of
smart mobile phones to the
State’s youth, to pave the
way for the implementation
of its “‘Mobile Phones to the
Youth’ scheme.

“The vendor to imple-
ment the scheme would be

selected through an open
transparent bidding pro-
cess,” said an official state-
ment, adding that the first
batch of phones is expected
to be distributed in Decem-
ber 2019.

In the first phase, the mo-
bile phones would be distri-
buted to girl students in
Class 11 and 12 of govern-
ment schools in the State.

The funeral pyre of Laxmi from where the half-burny body of

Anjaneyulu was retrieved. = ABHINAY DESHPANDE

General Hospital,” she said.

Hours after Laxmi’s cre-
mation, G. Narsiah, one of
her relatives called the vil-
lage sarpanch’s husband B.
Narasimha and informed
him that they threw Anja-
neyulu into the pyre as he
had performed ‘black mag-
ic’

Mr. Narasimha alerted
the police, who rushed to
the cremation site and
found that some parts of the
body were still burning at 10
p.m.

“Suspecting that it was
Anjaneyulu’s body, police
pulled it out from the pyre
and sent it to Gandhi Hospi-
tal,” Mr. Narasimha told The

Hindu.

He said that Laxmi’s cre-
mation was performed at
5.30 p.m. and usually within
three hours the entire body
gets burnt in the fire. Anja-
neyulu’s footwear was
found near the pyre.

“We recovered the par-
tially burnt remains, which
will be sent to the Forensic
Science Laboratory for DNA
analysis,” Ms. Padmaja said,
adding that based on the
complaint lodged by Anja-
neyulu’s brother Ganesh, a
case was registered and in-
vestigation is on.

Further, she said that Lax-
mi’s family members con-
fessed to the crime.

Unnao rape case: court
asks for report on safety

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
A Delhi court has directed
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment to submit a report on
the measures that can be ta-
ken to relocate the Unnao
rape victim and her family
to a safer location. She is
currently under treatment
at the AIIMS trauma centre.
The CBI had submitted a

report before the court, ex-
pressing concern over their
safety. The Chief Secretary
of the State has been asked
to file the report within a
week.

Trial proceedings are on
against expelled BJP MLA
Kuldeep Singh Sengar and
other accused persons. The
next hearing is on Septem-
ber 24.

£ PARADIP PORT TRUST

E-TENDER CALL NOTICE

Name of the Work: “03™ Dry
Docking / Repairs of tug TARINI
of Paradip Port Trust at
Paradip”. Estimated cost put to
tender : Rs.1,19,32,100/-. Last
date & time of submission of
tender through on-line bidding is
1500 hours on Dt.15.10.2019.
For details, please log on to the
Website : https://eprocure.gov.in/
eprocure/app.

Y INDIAN INSTITUTE OF
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY KOTTAYAM
T — (An Institution of National Importance under an Act of Parliament)
Valavoor P.0, Pala, Kottayam (Dt} Kerala -686635
No.Admn/07/04/IlITK/2019-20 16th September 2019
Empanelment/ Recruitment of
Technical Assistants (on contract)

Applications are invited from eligible
candidates for empanelment / recruitment of
Technical Assistants (on contract) in
Computer Science and Engineering.

Awritten test cum interview will be conducted as below:
Date & Time: 25th September,2019, 11.00 AM.

Venue: Indian Institute of Information Technology-
Kottayam, Karoor,Valavoor PO, Kerala -686635

For detailed advertisement please log on to:

WA arTifae T
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF ASTROPHYSICS

(fasm &fiX dieifireht fawmT, YRa @R & i @rEw geir)
(An Autonomous Body Under Department of Science & Technology, Government of India)

=wrer Koramangala, 3 BANGALORE -560034

Calcutta, Kolkata.

across the country.

Applications are invited from motivated candidates with consistently good academic
credentials for admission to the following programmes:

* Ph.D. Programme: In collaboration with Pondicherry Central University, Puducherry.
* Integrated M.Tech.-Ph.D. (Tech.) Programme: In collaboration with University of

For further details and application form, visit [IA Website: http://www.iiap.res.in
Applications should be submitted online on or before October 21, 2019.
The screening test will be held on Saturday, December 14, 2019 at various Centres

Administrative Officer

www.iiitkottayam.ac.in Registrar

Deputy Conservator
PPT/PR/338/19-20, D1.19.09.2019
Il
Lid

JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Indira Circle, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur-302004

No. NITK/CRF/HEFA/advt./group 4

7 NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY KARNATAKA, SURATHKAL

(An Autonomous Institute of the Ministry of HRD, Govt. of India)
Post Srinivasnagar, Mangaluru — 575 025  Phone: (0824) 2474 000.
Fax: (0824) 2474 033/ 2474039  E- mail: registrar@nitk.ac.in  Website: http://www.nitk.ac.in

Date: 17.09.2019

No.: JDA/EST./ACTT./2019-20/D-2388 Date : 17.09.2019
NOTICE INVITING BID NIB NO.: DC(Admn.)-02/2019-20

Online Bids are invited from Registered Consultant firms up-to 6:00 PM of 10.10.2019 for
Providing urban planners/Architects, G.I.S Specialist & Auto Cad Operator Services.
estimated yearly cost of Rs 256.00 Lacs. UBN No. JDA1920SLRC00149, The last date for
Applying Bid and making online payment on JDA portal is up-to 6:00 PM of 10.10.2019
Details may be seen in the Bidding Doucment at our office or the State Public Procurement
Portal website www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and
www.jda.urban. rajasthan.gov.in.
To participate in the bid, bidder has to be : 1. Registered on JDA website
www. jda.urban.rajasthan.gov.in, For Participating in the bid, the bidder has to apply for
the bid and pay the Bidding, Document Fee, RISL Processing Fee and bid security deposit,
online only. 2. Registered on e-Procurement Portal of Government of Rajasthan
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in for online e-Bid submission.

Raj.Samwad/C/2019-20/2659 Deputy Commissioner (Admn.)

|"7“' SOUTH EASTERN COALFIELDS LIMITED
e “A MINI RATNA COMPANY™

E-TENDER NOTICE
NIT No: SECL/BSP/MMW/NB/Sec-Il/PVC Belting/MB 19-20/balance/
42, date 12.09.2019 , Tender ID: 2019_SECL_149850_1, Location of

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

NITK, Surathkal is an autonomous technical education Institute of the GOl under MHRD.
NITK invites tenders for the following equipments:

SI. No. Name of the Equipment

Raman Spectrometer
Multi-Purpose Impact Testing Machine with Split Hopkinson Pressure Bar (SHPB)
Nanoindentor with attached SPM

High Velocity Air Fuel (HVAF) Convertible to High Velocity Oxy Fuel (HVOF) Coating
Facility with Complete Turnkey Systems

Micro Machining Unit-Hybrid Micro EDM Machine
Chemisorption Analyser Integrated with Mass Spectrometry
Tribotester

Temperature and Strain Controllable Rolling Mill

9. | Instrumented Impact Tester

10. | Single Cylinder Optical Research Engine (SCORE)

Further details may be downloaded from the Institute website or CPPP or
www.mhrd.ewizarde.com

Bl Bl e

® | N> o

Sd/-
REGISTRAR

Government of India

DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY

LTy RAIN MAX  MIN cITY RAIN MAX MIN work: Dy.General manager, Central Stores, Korba (Chhattisgarh), ]
© Agartala............ -..36.0..27.0  Kozhikode , : Estimated Cost: INR 1783.229 Lakhs, Description of Work: NUCLEAR FUEL COMPLEX |
* Ahmedabad.. 1.8....35.0....25.0 Kurnool ..... ..43.6....28.0....23.0 : LT ] DN 1 | Procurement of Fire Resistant PVC Conveyor Belting (MB 19-20) for /
. _ WAWADE | |'| | | | &P CHSS SECTION
©AIZAWL e -...31.0....24.0  Lucknow.... . 148...25.0..24.0 | | | balance items. Closing t date & time for submission of bid: 09.10.2019 ECIL Post, Hyderabad — 500062.
? ’é“ahafa - 4----32-0---33-8 mad”fT‘ ----- 55288;23 N S ATION FOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (REP at 11 AM, Date & time for opening of bid: 10.10.2019 at 11 AM, S p—— Notice inviting e-tender
engaluru .............—.... U.... . anga l:IFU. or Taies 0. N : e GM(MM),SECL Bilaspur { X
-.-240  Mumbai..... --69.4....29.0....23.0 : Re. ACP/PMU-132694/2019-01 Dt : 19-09-2019 Note: For details and submission of bid please visit website www. SR 35 T & T ST ST 71T & 3 TR HefTereh (1T Uel o), ek T

; Bhunanesw ggg “NAVSUBU-IH:-- gggggg : . ' eprocure.gov.in, and e-procurement portal of CIL https:// ForT gty JETTE, TTAT] STl (9T, A GRHIT, AT T - 500062 AR
; Lhandigarh .. ERPEL ew Delni . -33.0....25.0 ¢ VMC invites Request for Proposal for "Supply, Testing, Commissionin coalindiatenders.nic.in & www. secl-cil.in. In Case of any Misprinting/ frafafEe o ffereTt P : .
¢ Chennai ... ...23.0  Patna....... -..33.0....25.0 : 40 ionalizi a £10 No' Rp Ve d-ppyM hi g for PET Bottl g Error, details as per website document will be considered as final. & fer Tﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁ% I Deputy Chief Executive (A&A)’
© Coimbatore... ...23.0  Port Blair... 28.0...23.0 | | | and Operationalizing of 10 No's Reverse Vending Machines for ottles Nuclear Fuel complex, Department of Atomic Energy, Government of India,
: Dehradun.. ..23.0  Puducherry ... —.... 30.0...25.0 : | | at Various locations in Vijayawada Municipal Corporation'. 22728/9 | Hyderabad., Telangana State — 500 062 invites for and on behalf of President of

o e e 3567350 || terestes agencies / companies who are having experience in the | | — — | St Tonderte | NEGIGHSSD4Phema0Ts

Guwahati . 260 Ranchi... +.30.0...22.0 - | | similar nature of work including financial capability, having latest technical _e_ KARNATAKA MAHARSHI VALMIKI SCHEDULED N - tender fo. - = ama e —
Hyderabad 7350 shimes 286125 || competency to perorm this assignment can oblain the detais and the | | <=7 TRIBES DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD. m“‘ﬁ,}‘wm““m“;,i‘; i
Imphal.. 210 SHNAgAr...c.veveveeeeveee = 31.0....12.0 : Request FOT Pr0p083| (RFP) dOCumentS from the Offlce Ofthe Ch|ef Engineer, No_ 10’ 3rd Floor’ Khadi Bhavan, Jasmadevi Bhavan Road! 3;ﬁ'( a; d’qﬁ'%ﬂ'
: Jaipﬁr--- ----55-8 Thiruvsnanthapu e 3 6----32-8---32-8 : | | VMC, Vijayawada by paying Rs.10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand Only) Non- Vasantha Nagar, Bengaluru - 560 052 Riks TTCRH! AT N ¢
* Kochi.... . .24 TirUCHI .o —...34.0...26.0 : . ; i . ’ . y . 3R i g [
 Kohima 54200180 Vijayawada ... 36330250 | refundabl_e mth_«_eform of D.D. drawn |nfavouro_fthe_Comm|sspner,”Mun|C|paI Ph. No.: 080-22250017 / 22250018, e-Mail : mdkmvstdc@gmail.com wfee i uﬂé@:; Hafar WWQW
¢ Kolkata.............. 1.9...34.0...27.0  Visakhapatnam ............. -...31.0....27.0 : | | Corporation, Vijayawada payable at any Nationalized Bank in Vijayawada No.. KNVSTDC / TENDER / PUMP/ 2018-19 _ Date : 26-08-2019 ﬁ? A . STt & forg st <o iy
© (Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) ¢| | and Rs.1800/- (Rupees One Thousand Eight Hundred Only) in favour of - . wfaer @A™ (Cewelt) ¥ T o ueTer v ffer

E-TENDER NOTIFICATION

. Pollutants in the air you are breathing Yesterday Commercial Tax Officer, Vijayawada. The RFP can also be downloaded Name of the contract “Operating a Pharmacy in Nuclear Fuel

| ames S0: NO, CO PM25 PM10 CODE from the VMC website i.e., https:/fwww.ourvme.org/engg/gentenders.asp (Through e-Procurement portal only) Complex for supply of Pharmaceutical

| Ahmedabad..... .~ 148 103 ...~ .= oy opservation made at and payment of Rs.10,000/- can be made through DD while submission of RFP. Tend invited by the undersigned on behalf of K k medicines of standard companies on credit

: Bengaluru....... 10 52 74 ...— .106 .. 4.00 p.m.. Jodhpur, pay e Y : enders are invited by the undersigned on behalf of Karnataka basis to Contributory Health Service Scheme

: Chennai......... 12 .15 .42 .27 .38 ..M Rajasthan recorded an ® Available / Issue of Tender Schedules : 20-09-2019 at 3.00 P.M Maharshi Valmiki Scheduled Tribes Development Corporation Ltd., (CHSS) beneficiaries of NFC and other
i overall air quality index . . . . D . . .

e 0 o0 3 e 190 m (A score of 139 .|| ® Last date for Receipt of Bids ~ : 04-10-2019 at 3.00 P.M in Two Cover System for Supply, Installation and Electrification of gsgf"t”fg‘éagg't;iﬁnD;F;arﬁ”nlﬁgt Of;f g:;’t‘écr

 Kolkata.... 6 16 .8 .28 .32 M ofpolinon nontrast ¢ | | ® Opening of Technical Bids : 04-10-2019 at 5.00 P.M Irrigation Submersible Pumpsets suitable for 165 mm dia borewells in Fydorabadunder CHSS”,

Lo 32 49 .92 .. .M Chandapur Wbt | e Opening of Financial Bids : AfterTechnical Bid Evaluation | | 22 packages for various distriots of Karnataka under GANGA KALYANA - = 1223000001 (Rupess Tweie Grores

S PUNE. e 74 .8 68 .40 .40 .. W  scoreof22. If the office happens to be closed on the date of receipt of the bids SCHEME. Interested Contractors may download tender documents Estimated cost and Twenty Three Lakhs Only)

V|sa|<ha[1atnan; 1z 12 .23 (.j...12 ;.23 d(. d d ) gs sp;a::rified, thet_bids wi(ljl be received and opened on the next working Whicrf] contains paclkage wI:se eli/gibility cl?ndition:, tender Vallij& EMD g %. 22,23,000- (Rupees Twenty Two Lakhs

¢ Air Quality Code: M Poor M Moderate M Good (Readings indicate average AQ ay at the same time and venue. etc. from e-portal site hitps://eproc.karnataka.gov.in and more ;

: §02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, C . VMC the right o reiect | I inf . p p pf P g Heloli Earnest Money Deposit Twenty Three Thousand Only)

| maling breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air Commissioner, VMC reserves the right to reject or cancel any or a information may be obtained from e-Procurement Helpline QT S

: pa;lticles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues the bids without assigning any reason thereof. 080-23010900 / 01 & 080-38013000. Last date for submission of Period of completion 12 &1 months

: and monuments. . . PO . . . - . . ,

© NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory iliness, causes haze to form by Any addendum/gorr|gendum/b|d clar|f|cat|o.n's/pme extension shall !ender forms is 27-09-2019 at 5.00 PI_VI. Op_enlng of Technlcal Bid Toferar s e ot sifew

: reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. be issued on the website only. No spare press notification shall be issued. is on 30-09-2019 at 11.00 AM and Financial Bid will be opened e ue fafer Up to 14.00 31 7 hours on 15/10/2019

Last date and time of
submission of bid

Ja@rze www.tenderwizard.com/DAE ¥ Taarwur uTe femarm =T WehaT & |
fereqe GSTEST www.nfc.gov.in TT @ ST HeRe € | Details can be obtained

from the website www.tenderwizard.com/DAE. Detailed NIT can be viewed at
www.nfc.gov.in.

: CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

. critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

. dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature
: death in people with heart or lung disease :

on 21-10-2019 at 11.00 AM at above mentioned address.
Sd/-
Assistant General Manager
and Tender Inviting Authority
K.M.V.S.T.D.C., Bangalore.

Address for Correspondence :

Additional Commissioner (Projects), Municipal Corporation, Jawaharlal

Nehru Buildings, Canal Road, Vijayawada - 520 001, Andhra Pradesh.

Phone No : 0866-2422400/ 2421001, Cell No. : 9866897639, 9959442214
Sd/- COMMISSIONER

DIPR/DDU/RO. 1257/2019-20
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Smoke of the vaper

The ban on e-cigarettes will require rigorous
implementation to be effective

hen alternatives are peddled as ‘the lesser
\ ;N / evil’, virtue is artificially added as a measure
of degrees. The evil is often clear and pre-
sent, as in the case of electronic cigarettes, in all forms
— Electronic Nicotine Delivery System (ENDS), vapes,
and e-hookahs. The Centre’s move to ban these pro-
ducts shows a welcome intolerance of anything that im-
pacts negatively on the health and wellness of the peo-
ple of the country. The Cabinet recently cleared the
Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes Ordinance, 2019.
Now, any production, import, export, sale (including
online), distribution or advertisement, and storage of e-
cigarettes is a cognisable offence punishable with im-
prisonment or fine, or both. E-cigarettes, which were to
aid smokers kick their habit, do not burn tobacco
leaves. Instead these battery-operated devices produce
aerosol by heating a solution containing among other
things, nicotine. Nicotine is an addictive substance that
may, according to studies, function as a “tumour pro-
moter” and aid neuro-degeneration. Some other com-
pounds in the aerosol are toxic substances that have
known deleterious effects, and might just be less harm-
ful than cigarettes, not harmless. Seven deaths have
been recorded in the U.S. — the largest consumer of e-ci-
garettes in the world — where, New York recently
banned the sale of flavoured e-cigarettes.

There is ample evidence on the harm of nicotine ad-
diction — the reason that it is only approved under the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act for use only in nicotine gums
and patches. As the WHO’s Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (FCTC) outlines, these devices can on-
ly be believed to succeed if smokers have moved on to
an alternative nicotine source, and then stopped using
that too; and the recruitment of minors into nicotine
dependence eventually wanes to zero. There is evi-
dence now that vaping, dangled as a cool, fun, activity,
lures youngsters, and ironically, serves to introduce
them to smoking. The FCTC also records that e-ciga-
rettes are unlikely to be harmless, and long-term use is
expected to increase the risk of chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease, lung cancer, and possibly cardiovascu-
lar disease and other diseases also associated with
smoking. The urgency to act on this front is also justi-
fied by the number of users. As per figures submitted to
Parliament earlier this year, e-cigarettes and accesso-
ries valued at about $1,91,780 were imported to India
between 2016 and 2019. The government, already on
the right path, must go all out to ensure that its ban is
implemented earnestly in letter and spirit, unlike the
patchy execution of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act. It is essential to ensure this progressive
ordinance does not go up in smoke.

Israel undecided

Netanyahu must step aside to allow Israel to
get a new stable government

nce again, Israel is poised for protracted coali-

tion talks between the country’s two main par-

ties. Tuesday’s election, the second this year, is
shaping to be as inconclusive as the poll in April. The
ambition to win a fifth term in office could elude Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of the conservative Likud
party. If anything, his appeal to hard-line Jewish parties
to the right helped Israeli Arabs, under the rubric of the
Arab Joint List, to coalesce as a more cohesive force
ahead of the polls. Mr. Netanyahu also burned his bridg-
es with potential centrist allies in recent months. With
about 96.5% of the ballots counted, Israeli media says
the Likud party has won 31 seats. Blue and White, the
Opposition of former Army chief Benny Gantz, has re-
portedly won 33 seats. In the 120-seat Knesset, neither
is thus anywhere near securing a clean majority. Bet-
ween the two of them, Mr. Netanyahu’s position ap-
pears more precarious. Having failed to forge a right-
wing coalition after the inconclusive April election, he
opted to return to the people rather than allow Mr.
Gantz to try and break the deadlock. Predictably, the
latter has offered to establish a unity government with
Likud, but without Mr. Netanyahu at the helm. Israel’s
longest serving Prime Minister could not even contem-
plate such a scenario, as the country’s chief prosecutor
is scheduled to begin a probe within weeks into bribery
and fraud against him.

Reports indicate that given Mr. Gantz’s openness to
work with other parties, Israel’s President Reuven Riv-
lin may be inclined to invite him first to form a govern-
ment. The other dilemma Mr. Netanyahu faces is from
the Israel Our Home party, headed by his former De-
fence Minister, Avigdor Lieberman, who has relentless-
ly campaigned to remove the exemption of ultraortho-
dox Jewish communities from enlisting in the armed
forces. The issue was a major obstacle to the two parties
coming together earlier this year. Israel Our Home and
the Arab Joint List are expected to improve on their tal-
ly in this election. But to anticipate a working arrange-
ment between them and the Blue and White Opposition
may be stretching optimism too far. After all, Mr. Gantz
has resorted no less to the rhetoric about expanding Is-
rael’s borders deep into the Palestinian territory. But in
Israel’s increasingly fragmented polity, the imperatives
of forming a government oblige parties to strike com-
promises. That endeavour ought to be underpinned by
arecognition of the two-state solution as the only viable
course to accord dignity and sovereignty to the Palesti-
nian people. Foremost, Tel Aviv needs a government.
Mr. Netanyahu could facilitate the process by stepping
aside. That would be the statesmanly act.

Over the hills and far, far away

Integration of the mountains with the mainstream is unlikely under a unitary dispensation that promises a ‘green bonus’

=

ANIKET ALAM

11 Himalayan States of India met

in Dehradun demanding a
“green bonus”, or a payment for
environmental services they pro-
vide to the nation. Finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman, 15th Fi-
nance Commission Chair N.K.
Singh and Niti Aayog Deputy
Chairman Rajiv Kumar were pre-
sent. The assembled Chief Minis-
ters argued that the Himalayan
States, stretching from Jammu and
Kashmir (which was still a State
then) to Tripura (which most peo-
ple would not really include in the
Himalayan region) paid a develop-
mental price for maintaining for-
ests, rivers, and other environ-
mental goods which helped the
rest of the country.

This meet was organised with
much fanfare, and was meant to
showcase the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP)’s commitment to its gener-
al election manifesto which had
promised a financial package to
address the special developmental
needs of the Himalayan States.
The States asked for help to deve-
lop hydropower resources, subsi-
dies for their environmental pro-
tection measures which deny
them normal ‘development mo-
dels’, and recognition of their ef-
forts to meet human development
parameters.

In the last week of July this year,

Unique needs

There was perhaps nothing excep-
tional about much of this, and
within a week, the meagre media
attention this received was over-
shadowed by the abrogation of
J&K’s special status under Article
370 and the massive clampdown
on civilian life in the Kashmir val-

ley. However banal the demands
of the Himalayan States seem in
comparison to what has been hap-
pening in Kashmir since August 5,
both are actually part of the same
problem that India has historically
had: its inability to come to terms
with the specificity of the Hima-
layan region, whether political, so-
cial, or ecological-economic.

The problem of integrating the
northern mountains to the nation-
al mainstream is not specific to In-
dia. If one takes a look at the entire
mountain zone stretching from
Balochistan, through Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa, J&K, Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Nepal, Sik-
kim and Gorkhaland, to Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and the Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts, it is easy to see
that each of these regions has had
problems when it comes to inte-
gration of the hilly regions with
the nation states that are primarily
anchored in the plains. (Himachal
Pradesh is the only exception,
which perhaps proves the rule.)

One could also further argue
that this ‘integration problem’ is
not just a South Asian phenome-
non — China is struggling to inte-
grate its mountain people and
their homelands with its national
mainstream, as are Myanmar,
Thailand, and other countries.

Scholars have for long been
acutely aware of this problem. Se-
venty and more years ago, Owen
Lattimore wrote extensively about
the exceptionalism of the “Inner
Asian Frontiers of China” and, a
decade back, James C. Scott ar-
gued persuasively about ‘Zomia’
as the mountain zone of South-
East Asia (and South Asia) which
deliberately kept itself indepen-
dent of the plains. Scholars in In-
dia too, from Verrier Elwin to D.N.
Majumdar and Y.S. Parmar, Gerald
Berreman and Ramachandra Gu-
ha, have written, even if in less am-
bitious terms, about how structu-
rally different are the Himalayan
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regions from the Indian main-
stream in terms of their social and
economic structure. Yet, this re-
search has not really percolated to
political understanding, whether
at the level of policy formulation
or popular conceptions.

Legacy of the colonial era

To appreciate this point, we need
to move back by a couple of centu-
ries when the geography of the co-
lonial state was being made. There
is along, complex and surprisingly
unpredictable history to the esta-
blishment of Pax Britannica’s bor-
der lines along India’s northern
mountains. For most regions in
the Himalayas, this was the first
time that a ‘nation state’, an-
chored in the society and political-
economy of the plains, was able to
reach so deep into the Himalayas
and control them in a way which
was historically unprecedented. In
brief, the Himalayas successfully
provided a barrier to Russian colo-
nial expansion but were unsuc-
cessful in providing a trade route
into China.

By the end of the 19th century,
keeping the mountains politically
quiet and socially peaceful was
both a desirable aim and a hopeful
description. The idyll of the ‘hill
station’ and the war-like strategies
towards the northern tribesmen
were both creations of this policy.

The Kalka-Shimla highway in Himachal Pradesh. =akHiLesH kumaR

The postcolonial nation states
of Asia, be it India, Pakistan, China
or Myanmar, have not been able to
break out of this difficult relation
with their mountain regions.
These independent nation states
have all imagined themselves to be
the inheritors, in the high Hima-
layas, of the geopolitical stakes of
their colonial predecessors.

Even their national imageries
have been framed — despite all
their other variations — on the so-
cial, political and economic specif-
icities of the communities based in
the riverine plains. It is the village
or town of the Ganga plains, or
along the Narmada or Krishna and
Cauvery rivers, which has defined
what it means to be ‘Indian’. The
norms of what an ‘Indian village’
is, how its society is structured,
how its economy is backward or in
what ways does its political life
work make no reference to the
specificities of the mountain re-
gions. These are at best imagined
by the national mainstream as
idyllic ‘hill stations’ peopled by
‘noble savages’, or, at worst, as
wild regions inhabited by irration-
al blood-thirsty tribesmen.

This is not only a social-psycho-
logical feature but has direct prac-
tical consequences as policies and
programmes are devised with the
‘national norm’ in mind, which al-
most always have unintended con-

sequences on the hilly regions.
The mountains are in a permanent
state of exception.

Resources as commodities
Seen in this light, there is a direct,
and short, link between the de-
mands of the Himalayan States
seeking a special “green bonus” —
which the BJP supports — and the
autonomy incorporated in the
late, lamented Article 370 — which
the BJP opposes. In India, specifi-
cally, the massive expansion of the
national economy over the past
three decades now allows for com-
modification of mountain resourc-
es (forests, water, labour, tourism,
horticulture and even agriculture)
in ways that are unprecedented. It
has led to changes in the class
structure and the emergence of a
new middle class with national as-
pirations that finds the geographi-
cal specificity of the Himalayas at
once a hindrance and the main
commodity in its exchanges with
the nation state. Thus, the varia-
tion from secessionist movements
in J&K and Nagaland to active inte-
grationist movements in Himachal
Pradesh, Arunachal Pardesh and
Manipur expresses the same co-
nundrum — how do these regions
and people reach a fair pact with
the Indian nation state and be-
come part of the national
imagination?

History tells us that almost all
Asian nation states have found
such a coming together very diffi-
cult, if not impossible. With its ide-
ological militarism, ethnic sectar-
ianism and a rapidly shrinking
economic base, the present dis-
pensation in New Delhi may well
be able to throw a few crumbs but
seems unlikely to be able to find a
way to meet the special demands
of the Himalayan people. A “green
bonus” will remain a charade.

Aniket Alam teaches history in the
International Institute of Information
Technology, Hyderabad

Maths helped Einstein; it can help the economy too

The theory of relativity is regarded as the pinnacle of mathematical elegance, more than a century since its formulation

PARAMESWARAN AJITH

an policymakers plan to
C make India a $5 trillion eco-

nomy in five years without
worrying about the basic mathe-
matics of economic growth? Some
of our leaders seem to think that
wishful thinking can take us there.
Albert Einstein’s discovery of grav-
ity has been invoked as a success-
ful example for achieving seeming-
ly unattainable goals through
“out-of-the-box” thinking. Two ob-
vious questions arise. First, did
Einstein indeed explain relativity
sans any inputs from mathemat-
ics? And, two, can economic
growth models be devoid of
mathematics?

Einstein’s general theory of rela-
tivity is the most accurate theory
of gravity available to us at pre-
sent. True, Einstein was certainly
not the first one to make contribu-
tions to our understanding of grav-
ity. More than two centuries prior
to him, Isaac Newton had pro-
posed a universal law of gravita-
tion. However, Newtonian theory
of gravity, though remarkably ac-

curate most of the times, had its
limitations. When gravity was ex-
tremely strong or when the mo-
tions involved were extremely
fast, the calculations became im-
precise. For example, the theoret-
ical calculation of the orbit of Mer-
cury — the planet closest to the
Sun - turned out to have a small
disagreement with the actual ob-
servations of Mercury’s motion.
Einstein’s theory not only predict-
ed the orbit of Mercury accurately,
but also predicted a number of in-
teresting phenomena not antici-
pated earlier.

A theory of ‘space-time’
Einstein’s description of gravity
was radically different from that of
Newton. Newton assumed the ex-
istence of an absolute space and
universal time. According to Ein-
stein, space and time are part of a
single entity called ‘space-time’.
What we identify as space or time
heavily depend on the frame of re-
ference of the observer. However,
space-time is universal. And gravi-
ty is the manifestation of curved
space-time. Any massive object
would curve the space-time
around it.

It is hard to imagine a curved
space-time, an entity that spans
four dimensions — three spatial di-
mensions and the time. Typically

we can see the curvature of a sur-
face when we have access to a
higher dimension. For example,
we see the curvature of the surface
of a football because we have ac-
cess to a third spatial dimension. It
is impossible to directly observe
the curvature of the space-time
since we don’t have access to a
fifth dimension. However, it is pos-
sible to infer the curvature of a
space without accessing extra di-
mensions. All the familiar axioms
of Euclidean geometry cease to be
valid on curved spaces. For exam-
ple, according to Euclidean geom-
etry, two parallel lines always re-
main parallel. However, this is not
true, for example, on the Earth’s
surface. Consider lines of constant
longitude: on the equator, meri-
dians are parallel to each other;
but on the poles all of them meet.

Thus, one could do a measure-
ment to check whether lines that
are originally parallel remain pa-
rallel. If they don’t, this is an evi-
dence that the space-time is
curved. Several astronomical ob-
servations conducted in the last
century confirm that space-time is
indeed curved in the presence of
massive objects.

Einstein himself was not well-
versed in the geometry of curved
spaces. Here, Einstein turned to
his friend, mathematician Marcel
Grossmann, to master the neces-
sary techniques and tools. Armed
with these tools, and driven by
some unique physical insights
which are marks of a genius, Ein-
stein was able to construct an ele-
gant mathematical theory of
space-time.

However, mathematical ele-
gance is not the primary touch-
stone of a theory of nature. The
key yardstick of success is the the-
ory’s ability to describe the natu-
ral phenomenon that it seeks to
describe — in this case, gravity.
General relativity remained inac-
cessible to most of the scientists
during its initial years. However,
Einstein and many others were
able to extract specific observable
consequences of the curved na-
ture of space-time by mathemati-
cally solving the equations. Even

though space-time itself is not di-
rectly observable, all of these ob-
servable predictions were verified
by a variety of astronomical obser-
vations and laboratory tests.

Is math useful?

Not all areas of sciences are able to
construct theories or models that
have the level of mathematical ri-
gour that theories of physics enjoy.
This is due to the highly complex
nature of the phenomena they
seek to describe. Most of the social
sciences are in this end of the
spectrum, due to obvious reasons.
However, economics is probably
one notable exception, where mo-
dels and techniques employing
higher mathematics have proven
to be highly fruitful.

However, “math” is also com-
monly used as shorthand for
quantitative reasoning, which is
the backbone of all scientific en-
quiry. Ideally, planning and policy
should be largely informed by
quantitative reasoning, including
the purported goal of doubling the
size of Indian economy in five
years. Wishful thinking and ideo-
logical propaganda are poor sub-
stitutes to quantitative reasoning.

Parameswaran Ajith is a physicist at the
International Centre for Theoretical
Sciences, Bengaluru. Views are personal
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Aramco attack could be

Ban on e-cigarettes
The Central government’s
concern is commendable
but one wonders why
e-cigarettes alone are
prohibited; why not ban
normal cigarettes, other
tobacco products and
alcohol? (Front page,
“Cabinet approves ban on
e-cigarettes,” Sept. 19).
Neither are e-cigarettes as
widely available as the
conventional tobacco
products nor are they
consumed as much. If the
government is really
concerned about public
health, it should ban
cigarettes and beedis.
Failing that, the present
ban will serve more as a
token measure and could
even end up boosting the
sales figures of the
country’s tobacco industry.

KSHIRASAGARA BALAJI RAO,
Hyderabad

= Smokers have a wrong
perception that e-cigarettes
are a less-harmful alternative
to cigarettes. On the
contrary, test results have
shown that they could cause
potential health problems,
including cancer, as they
contain chemicals and toxins
that are addictive. When you
stop using them, you could
feel depressed, and
incorrigibly tetchy. Research
has also proved that the use
of Electronic Nicotine
Delivery Systems (ENDS) has
not been effective in
stopping smoking. Tobacco-
related toxins have also been
found in the aerosol vapour
of ENDS products. There is
also evidence that inhaled
nicotine from ENDS damages
lung tissues and lowers the
body’s natural resistance to
infections and to cancers. In
fact, research suggests that
youngsters who use ENDS

are more likely to start
smoking conventional
cigarettes.

R. SIVAKUMAR,
Chennai

A costly withdrawal

U.S. President Donald
Trump’s withdrawal from the
Iran nuclear deal was a big
mistake which has taken
West Asia to a dangerous
situation. The Gulf is bearing
the brunt of Mr. Trump’s
ill-thought-out decision. In
spite of, until recently,
complying fully with the
nuclear deal, Iran was
unfairly squeezed by
economic sanctions with
“maximum pressure”. Now,
other parties of the nuclear
deal should come ahead to
bring the U.S. and Iran back
to the negotiating table.
Otherwise, the imminent
threat of “lose-win” war will
loom large in the region. The

followed by further breach of
the terms of nuclear deal if
sanctions against Tehran are
not relaxed (Editorial page,
“Obama was right about
Iran,” Sep, 19).

MD. EHTESHAMULLAH,
Malappuram, Kerala

Afghan peace process
The collapse of talks
between U.S. and Taliban
marks a new phase in the
Afghan crisis with the
ground situation
deteriorating further and
attacks on civilians becoming
more frequent (Editorial,
“The Taliban problem,”
Sept.19). Unfortunately, this
phase coincides with the
campaigning period for the
upcoming presidential
elections in Afghanistan and
people attending the
campaign rallies could
become easy targets for the

insurgents. U.S. should
temporarily place on hold its
plans for complete troop
withdrawal to enable
peaceful conduct of the
elections and to force the
Taliban to return to the table
for talks. This time,
Washington needs to make
the talks more broad-based
and give the Afghan
government its rightful place
at the negotiating table. India
and other regional players
can play a significant role in
the peace process.

KOSARAJU CHANDRAMOULI,
Hyderabad

Language parity

The belated clarifications by
Shah on Hindi are short on
the question of English
continuing as an associate
official language at the
Centre, between the Centre
and the States and between
the States. It is now
necessary to amend the
Constitution to provide a
level-playing field for all the
languages in the country and
ensure parity.

V. PADMANABHAN,
Bengaluru

MORE LETTERS ONLINE:
www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS: >>The entry corresponding to
“Ahundred years ago” — “Help the Punjab: An appeal”, (“From the
archives” column, early editions, Sept. 19, 2019) had been erro-
neously dated Sept 19, 2019. It should have been Sept. 19, 1919.

>>The headline of the lead story (Sept. 18, 2019) “Government
to peg MGNREGA wages to inflation in bid to hike incomes” should
have instead read: “Government to update inflation index linked
to MGNREGA wages in bid to hike incomes”.
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Can Hindi unite India?

G.N. Devy

is Chairman,
People’s Linguistic
Survey of India

Yogendra Yadav
is an academic and
the national
president of Swaraj
India

Scan the QR code to
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interview online

Being mindful of diversity

There is no congruence between Amit Shah’s
desired outcome and the incentives to learn Hindi

Discarding diversity for a purely
majoritarian reason will be disastrous

Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s
statement last week that Hindi can
unite the country once again evoked
sharp disapproval from political
parties, especially in south India.
Mr. Shah later clarified that he
meant Hindi as a second language.
G.N. Devy and Yogendra Yadav
speak on the perils of monolingual-
ism in a country as linguistically di-
verse as India in a conversation
moderated by Anuradha Raman.
Edited excerpts:

Is Hindi everyone’s language?

G.N. Devy: The name ‘Shah’ is of
Persian origin. Our languages are in-
terlinked and we have many lan-
guages in the country. The 2011 Cen-
sus listed 1,369 ‘mother tongues’ in
the country. Hindi is only one
among them.

So, even in a majority of Hindi-
speaking States like Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, what is
spoken is not Hindi as we
understand it?

GND : I will go back to the Census
data. When the languages were en-
umerated, Hindi subsumed Bhojpu-
ri, which is spoken by a little over
five crore people. The Census has
put Bhojpuri as a subset of Hindi.
So, it may be true that Hindi is spo-
ken by a large number of people in
India, but it is equally true that it is
not spoken by a majority of Indians.
And I don’t think thinking in nu-
merical terms alone is correct. It
does not matter how many speak
Hindi. The issue that Mr. Shah was
talking about was what connects the
country. His argument is not sound.
What connects the country is the
Constitution, which has made space
for 22 languages in the Eighth Sche-
dule. It upholds the language diver-
sity principle. How can Mr. Shah say
that one particular language of the
22 languages should be brought for-
ward to connect Indians? What con-
nects Indians is the Constitution,
our history and some epoch-making
phenomena, whether it is the Budd-
ha, the Bhakti movement or the
freedom struggle. So, Mr. Shah’s
comment is not historically sensi-
ble, nor is it constitutionally right.
And it is linguistically untenable.
When a language tries to expand

beyond its semantic-carrying capac-
ity, it starts breaking up. It hap-
pened to Latin in the past. It hap-
pened to Sanskrit. And it is now
happening to English as well. So, if
Mr. Shah is genuinely interested in
preserving the Hindi language, he
should let the Hindi speakers alone.
The government should not inter-
fere with the linguistic behaviour or
choices of people.

Yogendra Yadav: I will take off
from where Professor Devy
stopped. To be fair, I think Mr. Shah
knows that Hindi is not everyone’s
language. In his speech and formal
statement, he talks about India’s
multlingualism. He seems to be en-
couraging people to use Hindi. To
begin with, it looks like a benign ges-
ture coming from a non-Hindi
speaker. The real problem is his be-
lief that notwithstanding this multi-
plicity, we need one language to un-
ite the country and that language
can only be Hindi. I suspect this is
his genuine belief and not someth-
ing put out for political expediency.
That to me is an attempt to copy a
failed idea. ‘One nation, one lan-
guage, one culture’ is a 19th century
European idea that failed to create
unity. Instead, it caused a lot of
bloodshed in the world. Just when
the world is moving away from this
preposterous idea, our rulers wish
to copy it. This is the real curse of
the colonised mind. Our tragedy
was not just that we were colonised,
but also that we were colonised by
linguistically challenged islanders
who could not think beyond one
language. This idea is not in tune
with our history, culture and civili-
sation. We are a multilingual socie-
ty. Speaking more than one lan-
guage comes naturally to us.

Yes, many leaders in the national
movement visualised a special role
for Hindi. Most of them supported
Hindusthani, a mixed language, not
the pure Hindi being pushed today.
But all of them were clear that it
could not be imposed.

Professor Devy, you had
written that levels of migration
were low when Indian States
were created on a linguistic
basis. For the last seven
decades, you have observed
that there have been large inter-
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State migrations, perhaps
creating the need for acommon
linguistic vehicle for
communication, education and
governance. Hindi would
emerge at the top of the pack if
one were to choose among
languages. Is that not so?

GND: We started creating linguistic
States in 1955-56. Today nearly 35%
of people are migrating daily for
work. In such a situation, we have to
conceptualise a new form of lan-
guage identity for our States. Our ci-
ties must be recognised as multilin-
gual entities. This will help us in
unhinging the education policy for
some large metropolises. The cur-
rent practice of clubbing together
multilingual spaces with monolin-
gual habitats is not fair to the large
cities today. For instance, in Maha-
rashtra, one may argue that a child
should be instructed only in Ma-
rathi. This is a good argument for a
linguistic State. But it is not a good
idea to impose this universally in
Mumbai as well. So, the language
choice of citizens should be wi-
dened and not narrowed by the
state. If there is a mechanical and
monolithic idea of unity followed by
any entity, such an entity generally
generates great hostility beyond its
immediate borders. If India were to
remain obsessed with this kind of a
deeply flawed idea of nationalism,
Indians will never have a happy rela-
tionship with their neighbours.

A united nation has to have space
for diversity. India is united in its di-
versity. Diversity is a great philo-
sophical idea and should never be
seen as a cultural burden. We can-
not discard it for a purely majoritar-
ian reason. Any idea of one link lan-
guage, whether Hindi or English,
will be economically disastrous for
India. It will slow down migration

(f’) What connects our country
is the Constitution and

some epoch-making
phenomena. So, Amit
Shah’s comment is not
historically sensible, nor is
it constitutionally right.

and reduce the ease of capital flow.
It will not be wrong to say that all
these emotive issues thrown in the
country’s face by the current dis-
pensation keep diverting attention
away from the economy, which has
hit an alarming low.

Is it time to rethink the three-
language policy ?

YY: There are no two opinions on
what is good from the point of pe-
dagogy. When a child goes to
school, her initial language of in-
struction should be as close to the
language spoken by her mother or
home language. If it is Konkani or
Bhojpuri, the primary schools must
use that as a medium of instruction.
Then, gradually, the child should be
shifted to the State’s official lan-
guage, say, Marathi or Kannada. En-
glish can and should be taught from
the beginning as a language but not
as a medium of instruction. Those
who need higher-level skills in En-
glish for higher or technical educa-
tion should be given that, but eve-
ryone need not be burdened with
that. Hindi should be introduced in
non-Hindi-speaking States from an
early stage and the Hindi-speaking
States should introduce a non-Hindi
Indian language. That was the
three-language formula. For a coun-
try like ours, this was a reasonable
solution worked out by all Chief Mi-
nisters and backed by educationists
in the Kothari Commission.

Sadly, the formula was sabotaged

from two ends. While most non-
Hindi speaking States did introduce
Hindi, unfortunately the Hindi-
speaking States bypassed the re-
quirement to teach a non-Hindi lan-
guage (preferably a South Indian
language, said the original formula-
tion). Instead of learning Tamil or
Telugu — languages that are older
and richer than Hindi — they ful-
filled the third language require-
ment with perfunctory Sanskrit.
What was a move to encourage na-
tional integration began to look like
an imposition of Hindi.

The other violation was that our
elites started shifting to English-on-
ly education with perfunctory
knowledge of an Indian language.
The three-language formula exists
just on paper now. While Mr. Shah’s
remarks have triggered a debate
about a possible Hindi imposition,
we have all slipped into collective
amnesia about the reality of English
imposition. I feel depressed when I
see rural children boarding the bus
to go to an ‘English medium school’
as neither the students, nor the pa-
rents and not even the teachers
know any English. This is pedagogic
barbarity.

Mr. Devy, you had written
about how a child learns one
language. Is it possible for a
child to learn other languages
too?

GND: I agree with Dr. Yadav’s views.
When a child learns a language she
forms a world view. Every language
has a unique world view. If the child
is confused with a lot of languages
in infancy, her cognitive facilities
will not develop in a natural way. It
is not healthy for a child to be victi-
mised during the preschool years
with many languages. But a child
needs to cope with the world.
Learning new languages in middle
school widens her horizon. Eve-
ryone needs access to the outside
world other than their own linguis-
tic zone and, therefore, the need for
learning one of the world languag-
es. The three-language formula is a
sound formula, but it is not the
three-language determined by the
Government of India but chosen by
the parents of the child.

Let us look at where the linguistic
disaster has happened in our coun-
try. All tribal languages are rapidly
disappearing. That is because there
are not enough livelihood oppor-
tunities in those languages. Liveli-
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hood possibilities for tribals are di-
minishing; languages are not
encouraged and people are getting
assimilated in some larger language.
This may appeal to some rabid
pseudo-nationalists. But there is a
huge loss entailed in the process,
both economically and culturally.
So far we have not monetised the
loss caused. If we do that, the re-
sults would be shocking. Language
diversity is a great economic propo-
sition. India is uniquely gifted in
that out of the world’s 6,000 lan-
guages, we have close to 10% of the
spoken languages. Our pride will get
dented if we had only one language
or become only a bilingual nation. I
think the English speakers and the
Hindi speakers are relatively privi-
leged than those who speak tribal
languages. All of us have the collec-
tive responsibility to think about
this and worry about the less privi-
leged languages. Therefore, the
Home Minister, who is in charge of
the Indian language policy, must en-
sure diversity. That will bring about
unity in the country.

Language freedom is a hugely
emotive issue. Every 15 days, if an
emotive issue keeps dividing the
country, soon there will be no coun-
try left to divide any further. In the
1970s, West Pakistan and East Pakis-
tan were separated on the language
issue. So, how much more close
does Mr. Shah want to drive India to
becoming like Pakistan?

Is this a diversionary tactic to
divide the country?

YY: I think that the BJP is unlikely to
push the language divide in the
same manner in which it has
pushed the communal divide. The
BJP needs to grow in south India.
With Hindi chauvinism, it cannot
walk into south India. But the basic
mindset with which the BJP works,
and it has now spread to other par-
ties including the Congress, is that
you need sameness in order to be-
come a nation. The BJP will keep
pushing this agenda in one form or
another — today Hindi, tomorrow
NRC, and then Kashmir.

GND: I just want to ask you a ques-
tion about the ‘Make in India’ slo-
gan: how is it said in Hindi? There
may be semantic areas where En-
glish works but Hindi fails and vice
versa. We need both; we need all In-
dian languages. Together they make
our nation.

B Pindu,

FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 20, 1969
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Home Minister Amit Shah recently
asserted that the nationwide adop-
tion of Hindi is the only way India can
be united. Among the non sequiturs
routinely dished out by our politi-
cians this must rank very high in-
deed. In this case there is also the is-
sue of ‘incentive compatibility’,
which pertains to congruence bet-
ween the desired outcome and the
incentives individuals face. The at-
tempt to impose Hindi on the entire
country by the Congress in 1965 had
led to parts of the country literally
burning, with instances of self-immo-
lation in erstwhile Madras State. It
left a deep scar on the people of
southern India who saw the thrust as
an attempted cultural cleansing no
less. They are unlikely to forget this
episode in a hurry, but this is not the
only reason why they would reject
the Home Minister’s homily.

Crass majoritarianism

The people of southern India hold
strongly to the idea that they are Dra-
vidian language speakers. Hindi be-
longs to the group of Indo-European
languages and is no less foreign in
their reckoning than English is to
them. This view is independent of
the fast-growing evidence from pop-
ulation genetics that Indo-European
language speakers are very likely the
most recent migrants into the sub-
continent. It is not dependent on an
assertion that the Dravidians them-
selves are the ‘original inhabitants’ of
this land. It is also independent of
any fondness for English. It is based
purely on the principle that privileg-
ing any one Indian language would
be discriminatory. Privileging one on
grounds that it is spoken by the lar-
gest number is no more than crass
majoritarianism.

We find in history many instances
of the adoption of the language of so-
cieties that are the object of admira-
tion by the natives. Thus, French was
the language of the Tsarist court in
Russia because of the political, cultu-
ral and scientific advances made in
France. For Hindi to be adopted by
the people of southern India today
they must hold a similar view of the
society of their northern cousins.
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While there may have been some of
this during the national movement,
as its pre-eminent leaders came from
the north, there is little to commend
the region to them today. Uttar Pra-
desh is perceived as an area of back-
wardness with mob lynching erupt-
ing on the watch of a complicit state.
Why would the culture of such a re-
gion be the object of desire elsewh-
ere in the country?

Finally, there is the economics.
Some young researchers at one of
our IITs recently employed machine
learning techniques to identify the
skills that determine wages in five
large slums of Bengaluru. Of close to
one hundred skills they considered,
‘knowledge of English’ and ‘Internet
access’ turned out to be the most sig-
nificant. Gender, caste and know-
ledge of Hindi did not matter.

Already connected

It is a fallacy to imagine that we need
a common language to feel connect-
ed. Indians already feel connected
due to a shared history of several mil-
lennia. In an extraordinary phase of
history India had the ruler Ashoka of
the Maurya dynasty trying to unify
the peoples of his far-flung kingdom
through ideals. Ashokan edicts range
from the advice that you should res-
pect the dharma of fellow citizens to
being compassionate towards sen-
tient beings. The language used in
the edicts found in the eastern part of
the subcontinent is a type of Magad-
hi, likely the language of Ashoka’s
court; the language used in the edicts
found in the western part of India is
closer to Sanskrit; and a bilingual ed-
ict in Afghanistan is written in Ara-
maic and Greek. Ashoka was clearly
aware of the bigger prize and had not
allowed himself to be held back by
narrow linguistic nationalism.

Now, two millennia later, Mr. Shah
could unite India via the Internet,
and if Jammu and Kashmir is to be
considered “an integral part” it can-
not be left out either. He may dis-
pense with the rock carvings but
would yet have to be mindful of the
linguistic diversity.

Pulapre Balakrishnan is Professor, Ashoka
University, Sonipat and Senior Fellow, IIM
Kozhikode
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The gift curse in business journalism
The practice has taken subtle forms, but it is still unethical

K. BHARAT KUMAR

“Isn’t it enough?” the timid
voice asked. The public re-
lations executive on the
phone had just offered me
my first ‘gift coupon’ as a
journalist and was incredu-
lous when I refused. At the
peak of the initial public of-
fering season in the
mid-90s, given that it
wasn’t uncommon for cor-
porates to extend high-
priced wining, dining and
gifting privileges to busi-
ness journalists, publishing
houses had to bring out
written guidelines for staff.
The diktat was that journal-
ists must not accept anyth-
ing more than a pen or a
notepad at media confe-
rences and a box of sweets
during the festive season.
As I aged in the profes-
sion, I got used to seeing
boxes of ‘gifts’ stacked up
near the exit at business
press conferences. PR ex-
ecutives sent some journal-
ists on their way with just a

goodbye and others with
the surreptitious passing
on of a box. Journalists who
had no qualms in accepting
gifts quietly did so.

What took the cake was
when one scribe lectured
me on the ‘necessity’ of the
habit. An electronics major
had ferried us to the foun-
dation stone-laying cere-
mony of a factory in Karna-
taka that ultimately never
came up. A tape recorder
was the ‘token of apprecia-
tion’ passed around. A se-
nior journalist noticed
some of us refusing the gift
and took us to task. “You
should not have declined.
The PR person will take
home the gadget meant for
you and his records will
show you have accepted it.
You must not encourage
such bad practices,” he
said.

Nowadays, gifting has ta-
ken more subtle forms. For
instance, the PR person ar-
ranging a meeting could
offer a ride from your office

or house to the meeting ve-
nue. Of course, these same
folks then get cornered by
journalists who ask for a
cab, use it to attend the
meeting, and then retain
the car through the day.

Corporate honchos who
have the best of intentions
do not realise when they
cross the line. After my in-
terview with the CEO of a
popular broadband provid-
er, I told him I rated their
complaint resolution me-
chanism very highly as a
customer. The CEO imme-
diately offered to upgrade
my tariff plan. I refused. He
argued that I was already a
paying customer and that
an upgrade wouldn’t cross
the line of ethics. I had to
explain that an upgrade
meant a higher tariff which
he would have charged a
non-journalist client. He
piped down.

This is not to tar all PR
and corporate folks with
the same brush. Many have
set more stringent rules for

themselves than media
houses have. One PR per-
son told me, “I notice you
bring your own pens to
press conferences. Good. If
you didn’t have such eth-
ics, I wouldn’t have felt
comfortable letting you
meet my clients.”

Then there are times
when you commit a gaffe
yourself. At the end of a
conversation with the CEO
of a car-maker, journalists
were offered a model of the
car. We refused but the PR
person insisted. To avoid
unending “please” and
“no’s”, I said I would take it
as it was not expensive. I
didn’t quite understand the
PR person’s confused ex-
pression till I got home.
What I'd thought would be
a toy car, like the ones you
see in pavement shops, was
a sophisticated model cost-
ing several thousands of ru-
pees. I called the PR person
and arranged for it to be de-
livered back to the show-
room.

SC’s ruling on original jurisdiction

A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court
has held that the terms of Article 131 of the
Constitution dealing with original jurisdic-
tion of the Supreme Court in any dispute
between the Union Government and a State
Government excluded the idea of a private
citizen, a firm or a corporation as a dispu-
tant either alone or even along with a State
or with the Government of India “in the ca-
tegory of a party to the dispute”. Mr. Justice
Mitter (who disposed of a number of con-
nected miscellaneous petitions) held that
nine suits - filed by the State of Bihar (as
plaintiff) in the Supreme Court (under Arti-
cle 131 of the Constitution) against the Union
of India (as first defendant) and the Hindus-
tan Steel Limited and the Indian and Iron
Steel Limited (these two companies, as se-
cond defendant), in the suits concerned,
claiming damages for alleged short delivery
of iron and steel ordered by the plaintiff-
State to the various sites in the State in con-
nection with construction work of Gandak
project - were not maintainable in the Su-
preme Court, as being outside the scope of
Article 131.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPT. 20, 1919.

Travancore’s new Council.

When Dewan Rama Rao established for the
first time the Legislative Council of Travan-
core, he had hardly any idea that the Council
would ever attain its present development.
In these days there was no attempt to more
than imitate the models introduced in Brit-
ish India. The administrative system of Tra-
vancore was devised in order to secure or-
der and efficiency. The Legislative Council,
when first established, was modeled on the
Council of the Madras Presidency with limit-
ed functions. It was but a Council in name
intended merely to register the will of the ex-
ecutive. The discussion of the Budget, inter-
pellations and resolutions, were not thought
of nor was there an expression of any popu-
lar ambition to participate in the serious bu-
siness of the State.

Although the new Legislative Council
sanctioned under the new regulation con-
sists of so many as 24 members, the constitu-
tion of the Council has not been materially
advanced. There is no more power or privi-
lege conceded to the people than before, on-
ly a larger number of representatives will be
admitted to the Council.
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5, including Mirwaiz, sign

bonds to secure release

In August, close to 3,000
detentions were made but
subsequently  two-thirds
were released.

“So, effectively, around
1,000 persons are still de-
tained and that includes
troublemakers and habitual
pelters of stones who have
more than five-six cases re-
gistered against them,” said
another government
official.

He added that restric-
tions in most parts of the

Valley had been lifted and
plans were afoot to opera-
tionalise connections of
post-paid mobile numbers
of the BSNL by next week.

A shopkeeper in Srinagar
said they had shut business
in protest against the go-
vernment’s move to revoke
the special status.

“No militant has threa-
tened us, we are not open-
ing shops as a mark of prot-
est,” said Abdul Rahim in
Srinagar.

PSBs to organise ‘loan
melas in 400 districts

Another 200 districts will
see these gatherings organ-
ised between October 10-15.

The programme, which
will be headed by Minister
of State for Finance Anurag
Thakur, is meant to encour-
age customers to avail of not
just retail, agriculture, and
MSME loans, but also loans
for vehicles and housing,
and Mudra loans.

“In public, the banks will
show that they are pushing

liquidity into the system,”
Ms. Sitharaman said.

The Finance Minister said
she has asked banks to try to
get five new borrowers for
every existing customer
availing of a loan. “There
are several MSMEs that want
a one-time settlement of
their dues,” she said. “We
have instructed the banks to
give us the number of such
cases between July 1 and
September 30.”

Accessing Internet is a
basic right: Kerala HC

She contended that restric-
tions on the use of mobile
phones amounted to a vio-
lation of the fundamental
right to freedom of speech
and expression under Arti-
cle 19(1)(a) of the Constitu-
tion.

The Internet, accessible
through mobile phones or
laptops, provided an ave-
nue for the students to
gather knowledge.

The Judge said the ac-
tion of the college authori-
ties infringed the funda-
mental freedom as well as
privacy and would adver-

sely affect the future and
career of students who
want to acquire knowledge
and compete with their
peers.

Such restriction could
not be permitted to be en-
forced, she said.

The court said the hostel
authorities were expected
to enforce only those rules
and regulations required
for discipline.

Enforcement of disci-
pline shall not be by block-
ing the ways and means of
the students to acquire
knowledge, it said.

Keeladi findings traceable
to 6th century BCE: report

Six carbon samples collect-
ed from the fourth season
(2018) of excavations at
Keeladi were sent to Beta
Analytic Lab, Miami, Flori-
da, U.S., for Accelerator
Mass Spectrometry (AMS)
dating.

After analysing the AMS
dates obtained, noted ar-
chaeologist Prof. K. Rajan
felt the recent excavations
at Keeladi presented strong
evidence for some of the
hitherto held hypotheses.

The samples of skeletal
fragments were sent to
Deccan College Post Grad-
uate and Research Institute
in Pune, and it identified
them of species such as
cow/ox (Bos indicus), buffa-
lo (Bubalus bubalis), sheep
(Ovis aries), goat (Capra
hircus), nilgai (Boselaphus
tragocamelus), blackbuck
(Antilope cervicapra), wild
boar (Sus scrofa) and pea-
cock (Pavo cristatus).

“This finding suggests
that the society in Keeladi
had used animals predomi-
nantly for agricultural pur-
poses,” Mr. Udhayachan-
dran said.

Fifty-six Tamil-Brahmi
inscribed potsherds were

recovered from the site of
excavation conducted by
the TNAD alone, the report
stated.

Weaving industry
Pottery specimens from
Keeladi sent to the Earth
Science Department of Pisa
University, Italy, through
Vellore Institute of Tech-
nology for mineral analy-
sis, confirmed that water
containers and cooking
vessels were shaped out of
locally available raw
materials.

“Recovery of 10 spindle
whorls, 20 sharply pin-
pointed bone tip tools used
for design creations, hang-
ing stones of the yarn, ter-
racotta spheres, copper
needle and earthen vessels
to hold liquid clearly attest
to the various stages of
weaving industry from
spinning, yarning, looming
and weaving and later for
dyeing,” the report added.

While three excavations
were undertaken by the Ar-
chaeological Survey of In-
dia, the fourth excavation
was undertaken by the
TNAD. The fifth excavation
by the latter is under way.

'‘Qualitative change in attitude
of hospitals necessary’

It is allegedly a case of im-
proper and unconvention-
al method of treatment
and delay done in attend-
ing to the patient and af-
fording him treatment,”
the forum held.

'Clear dengue symptoms'
While noting the allega-
tions in the complaint, the
panel observed: “From the
records it is manifestly
clear that there existed
symptoms of dengue but
no test was done to see the
platelet count, although

CM
K

the condition of the pa-
tient when brought to the
hospital was critical. Se-
condly, the doctor under
whose supervision the pa-
tient was assigned, never
examined the patient, ag-
gravating their
negligence.”

The complainants also
contended that the hospi-
tal had maintained there
was “nothing to worry”
when they offered to take
their son elsewhere if it
lacked the infrastructure
or expertise to treat him.

For the sake of Ram, trust judiciary: PM
It is seen as a criticism of Uddhav Thackeray, who has been raising Mandir issue in the past few weeks

Y

STAFF REPORTER
NASHIK

In a veiled attack on Shiv Se-
na chief Uddhav Thackeray
for his comments on build-
ing the Ram Mandir at Ayod-
hya, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said on Thursday
that some bayan bahadur
and badbole (loudmouths)
were making flippant state-
ments on the dispute in the
past few weeks.

He urged them to stop this
as the Supreme Court was
hearing the matter.

“Every citizen has a lot of
respect for the Supreme
Court. They too should have
faith in the judiciary. I would
like to request all the bayan
bahadur and badbole with
folded hands... for God’s
sake, and for the sake of Lord
Ram, please trust the Indian
judiciary,” he said.

Mr. Thackeray has been
raising the Ram Mandir issue
over the past few weeks dur-

Election stop: Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays t
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during the Vijay Sankalp rally in Nashik on Thursday. =p1i

ing seat-sharing talks with
the Bharatiya Janata Party
ahead of the Assembly elec-
tion in Maharashtra.

Earlier this week, the Sena
chief reportedly said the par-

ty cadre was preparing to lay
the foundation stone for the
temple in Ayodhya.

Mr. Modi’s remarks, with-
out naming the Sena or its
leaders, came at the end of
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Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis’s Mahajanadesh Yatra
in Nashik.

Mr. Modi announced that
Nashik would house one of
two multi-modal logistics

parks being set up in the
State. In his address at the
rally, Mr. Fadnavis said Mah-
arashtra would contribute $1
trillion to the $5 trillion eco-
nomy plan of the Union go-
vernment.

Mr. Fadnavis, who had
started this yatra in August,
said people from the
drought-hit Marathwada had
donated 33.5 crore for relief
work in flood-hit western
Maharashtra.

Modi’s appeal

Mr. Fadnavis thanked the
Prime Minister for giving
him the opportunity to be-
come Chief Minister, despite
his not fitting into the “social
engineering of Maharashtra
politics”.

Mr. Modi ended the rally
by sounding the poll bugle,
urging the thousands of peo-
ple who turned up at the
meeting to vote the govern-
ment back to power.

No change in
stance: Sunni
Wagqf Board

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh Sunni
Central Waqgf Board on
Thursday denied reports
that it was diluting its stand
in the Babri Masjid-Ram
Janmabhoomi case. It said
it “unequivocally affirms
its full faith in the ability
and competence” of senior
counsel Rajeev Dhavan,
who is arguing for the Mus-
lim side.

Mr. Dhavan was “doing a
commendable job” and the
Board “shall ever remain
indebted to him,” Board
chairman Zufar Ahmed Fa-
ruqi said.

The clarification came a
day after a faction of the Ja-
miat Ulama-e-Hind ac-
cused Mr. Farugqi of engag-
ing in activities that raised
“suspicion” in the case and
warned him against enter-
ing into any “secret deals”
that harmed the Muslims.

Muslim parties lawyer loses cool at Ayodhya hearing

Tells judge there is
‘some aggression’
in his tone

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Losing his cool, a senior ad-
vocate for Muslim parties in
the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid land dispute case in
the Supreme Court, told a
curious judge on Thursday
that he was seeing “some
kind of aggression” in his
tone.

A five-judge Constitution
Bench, headed by Chief Jus-
tice Ranjan Gogoi, which was
hearing the decades-old pol-
itically sensitive case on the
27th day, did not reassemble
after the lunch break, and a
source said the CJI was not
feeling well.

“The CJI was a bit unwell.
That is why the Bench was

discharged post-lunch,” the
source said.

The Bench was earlier
questioning senior advocate
Rajeev Dhavan, appearing
for the Sunni Waqf Board
and others including original
litigant M. Siddiq, about the
testimony of a witness who
had visited the disputed site
in 1935 and had deposed be-
fore the Allahabad High
Court in 2000.

Bench’s request
The Bench, including Justic-
es S.A. Bobde, D.Y. Chandra-
chud, Ashok Bhushan and
S.A. Nazeer, asked Mr. Dha-
van to read some other por-
tions of the testimony of wit-
ness Ram Surat Tiwari
dealing with prayers offered
by Hindus at the railings on
the disputed site.

“This witness said that he
had gone there [site] in

Case against octogenarian closed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court on
Thursday closed a contempt
case against an 88-year-old
retired public servant for
writing letters cursing senior
counsel Rajeev Dhavan for
appearing for Muslim
parties in the Ayodhya case.
“Why are you saying all
these things? You are an
88-year-old man. You don’t

1935... Read his statement,
whether we believe it or not
is something else,” Justice
Bhushan asked Mr. Dhavan.
“I can see some kind of ag-
gression in My Lord’s tone,”
Mr. Dhavan said. “If lord-
ships are saying that I am
twisting the evidence then I

have respect for the law,” a
Constitution Bench told
advocate M. Velmurugan,
appearing for N.
Shanmugam, who wrote the
letters. Mr. Velmurugan said
the man had expressed
regret for writing such
letters to Mr. Dhavan.

The Bench, while
accepting the apologies,
said there should not be a
repetition of such acts and

will read that out.” This is not
about twisting, the point is
whether certain facts are
there or not, the judge said.

Counsel apologises

Senior advocates C.S. Vai-
dyanathan and Ranjit Kumar
objected to the statement of

ordered closure of the
contempt case.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Mr.
Dhavan, said he did not
want any punishment for
the retired public servant
but a message should be
sent across to all in the
country that there should
not be any intimidation of
any counsel appearing for
any party in the case.

Mr. Dhavan who quickly
apologised to the Bench.
“My apologies. Sometimes, I
am taken aback. I get fright-
ened, what should I do...
When there is a hearing
which is going on for this
long, we sometimes get car-
ried away.”

BJP to offer tarpan for slain Bengal cadre

Party says 78 workers were killed since 2013; charts block-level programmes to take on Trinamool

NISTULA HEBBAR
NEW DELHI

BJP working president ]J.P.
Nadda will on September 28
participate in a tarpan in
Kolkata to nearly 78 BJP
workers who, the party says,
lost their lives in political
violence since 2013.

The day is Mahalaya, the
last of the Shraadh period of
the Hindu calendar, and the
event will mark what party
leaders say a systematic plan
from the block-level to com-
bat the ruling Trinamool in
West Bengal.

“On September 28, Nad-
daji will be at Balurghat in
Kolkata, along with family
members of 78 of our party
workers who had been slain
because of political violence,

A recent BJP protest against the killing of party acfi\;ists,
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allegedly by Trinamool Congress workers. =pTi

and will offer tarpan for
their souls,” Lok Sabha
member and BJP State presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh told The
Hindu.

The event seeks to push
the narrative of not just “wi-

R.K.S. Bhadauria to be
next Air Force chief

He played a key role in Rafale talks

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The government has named
Air Marshal R.K.S. Bhadau-
ria as the next Chief of the
Air Staff.

Mr. Bhadauria, now the
Vice-Chief, will take over on
September 30 and will have
a two-year tenure. He had
played a key role in the ne-
gotiations for the deal with
France for 36 Rafale jets.

Mr. Bhadauria was com-
missioned into the fighter
stream in June 1980, and has
held various command,
staff and instructional ap-
pointments at various le-
vels, the Defence Ministry
said in a statement. He has
over 4,250 hours of expe-
rience on 26 types of fight-
ers and transport aircraft
with the unique distinction
of being an experimental
test pilot, a Cat ‘A’-qualified
flying instructor and a pilot
attack instructor.

R.K.S. Bhadauria

In an acknowledgment of
Mr. Bhadauria’s role in the
negotiations, the first Ra-
fale, which made its maiden
flight in France, is designat-
ed RB-008 after his name.

The present Air Force
Chief, Air Chief Marshal B.S.
Dhanoa, will retire on Sep-
tember 30, and pass the ba-
ton of the Chairman of the
Chiefs of Staff Committee to
the Chief of the Army Staff,
General Bipin Rawat.

despread violence” against
the BJP allegedly by the Tri-
namool but also that the par-
ty is the only one that has the
“stomach” to take on Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
on her turf.

Party president Amit Shah
held a meeting of office-bear-
ers involved in the State a
few days ago, and as a start-
ing point has asked that a
four-member committee be
set up for each Assembly
constituency.

Ground report

“Each of these committees
will include an MP, a legisla-
tor and two West Bengal
leaders who will not be local
to that constituency, in order
that a correct report of the
situation in the area be re-
corded, away from any local
prejudices. The committees
will be constituted by Octob-
er 8 and the report handed
over to the State core group.
All reports will then be re-

viewed by Amitbhai [party
president Amit Shah] in the
first week of November,” said
a senior source in the party.

Political programmes on
the National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) and the proposed
Citizenship Amendment Bill
will also be undertaken
across the State. “Protests
over the ‘appeasement polit-
ics’ of the Trinamool, will be
undertaken in each block of
the State from October 15,”
the source said.

The BJP is hopeful that
these programmes will not
only strengthen the basic or-
ganisation of the party from
the block level, but will give
a momentum to the cam-
paign for the 2021 Assembly
polls.

Realty development licence
of Vadra’s firm to be cancelled

Haryana govt. official cites disputed nature of land title

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

The Haryana government
has completed the formali-
ties to cancel the real estate
development licence grant-
ed to Sky Light Hospitality
Private Ltd., owned by Rob-
ert Vadra, son-in-law of Con-
gress interim president So-
nia Gandhi. The licence had
been later transferred to real
estate major DLF Universal
Ltd.

A final decision, though,
is likely to be taken in the
next 15 days, according to a
government official.

Haryana Town and Coun-
try Planning Department’s
Director K.M. Pandurang on
Thursday told The Hindu
that “the reason for the can-
cellation of the licence is dis-
puted title of land.” “We are
in the process of cancella-
tion. Formalities under the

Robert Vadra

provisions of the Haryana
Development and Regula-
tion and Urban Areas Act,
1975 have been completed.
The Department had served
them notices. We are cur-
rently examining their argu-
ments and replies,” he said.
A source privy to the mat-
ter said the decision on the
cancellation was almost fi-
nal. In 2012, the mutation of

the disputed land was set
aside by the then director-
general of land consolida-
tion and land records, thus
affecting the title of the land.

It was the 1991-batch IAS
officer Ashok Khemka who
had, in 2012, cancelled the
mutation of a land deal bet-
ween Sky Light Hospitality
and DLF.

Haryana Health Minister
Anil Vij, reacting to the deve-
lopment, said that during
the previous regime of the
Congress led by Chief Minis-
ter Bhupinder Singh Hooda,
several irregularities were
committed in various land
deals. “It was during this pe-
riod that Mr. Vadra’s compa-
ny allegedly purchased
around 3.5 acres for 7.5
crore, and it was later sold to
DLF for 358 crore after get-
ting a licence to develop a
colony,” he said.

“Mr. Dhavan, people who
come from the North West
Frontier do not get fright-
ened. We are impressed by
the history,” the CJI observed
with a smile.

On Wednesday also, Mr.
Dhavan described as “con-
jecture” the court’s observa-
tion that Hindus believed in
some divinity in the central
dome of the disputed struc-
ture which made them offer
prayers at the railings put up
by the British in 1858. He had
quickly apologised.

At the outset on Thursday,
Mr. Dhavan referred to the
testimonies of various wit-
nesses, produced by the Hin-
du side in the High Court, to
drive home the point that
there was a Babri mosque at
the site, and they failed to
prove the place under the
central dome to be the exact
birthplace of Lord Ram.

P. Chidambaram

Chidambaram’s
custody
extended

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Thursday
extended for another 14
days the judicial remand of
former Union Home Minis-
ter P. Chidambaram in the
INX Media graft case.

Special judge Ajay Ku-
mar Kuhar extended the
custody till October 3, say-
ing there was no change in
the circumstances since
the first time he was sent to
judicial custody.

“This court has consi-
dered the grounds for pol-
ice custody and thereafter
for judicial custody and
granted remand according-
ly. There is no change in
the circumstances as such.
The investigation is still in
progress. The accused has
already applied for the bail
before the Delhi High
Court. Therefore as per un-
derstanding of this court,
the judicial remand of the
accused has to be extend-
ed. Accordingly, the judi-
cial remand of the accused
is extended till October 3,”
Mr. Kuhar said.

Earlier, the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation pro-
duced Mr. Chidambaram
before the court on expiry
of his judicial remand.

The court had on Sep-
tember 5 dismissed his re-
lease plea on expiry of his
police remand and sent
him to the Tihar jail.

Later, it had also dismis-
sed his application to sur-
render in the INX Media
money laundering case.

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU ceim

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2019

‘Howdy, Modi!" may reveal ‘mini-deal

Trump and Modi may announce a limited package of trade-related agreements at Houston event

SUHASINI HAIDAR
WASHINGTON DC

India and the U.S. are expect-
ed to announce the resolu-
tion of some of their trade-
related differences on medi-
cal equipment caps, ICT
(information and communi-
cation technology) tariffs
and market access for agri-
cultural produce. They are in
discussions on restoring In-
dia’s GSP (Generalised Sys-
tem of Preferences) status
and a future free trade agree-
ment (FTA).

Despite the positive mo-
mentum, sources said no
“comprehensive trade deal”
was expected during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s vi-
sit from Sunday and only a li-
mited package of announce-
ments were likely.

Sources aware of the ne-
gotiations said that on Wed-
nesday, Indian officials hand-
ed over their version of an
agreement and it was being
vetted by United States
Trade Representative (USTR)
Robert Lighthizer. They
hoped that Mr. Modi and

Sex workers
in Silchar
not in NRC

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

An activist in Silchar of
southern Assam has asked
the authorities to find ways
to include hundreds of sex
workers who could not ap-
ply for inclusion in the up-
dated National Register of
Citizens (NRC) because
they were being shunned
by their families.

Some of the sex workers
in Silchar town — trafficked
as children — do not know
where they came from,
while others had second
thoughts about identifying
their families through the
family tree necessary for
inclusion in the NRC, acti-
vist Tuhina Sarma said.

“There are hundreds of
sex workers, and many
have children. We cannot
let them become stateless
because of the profession
most of them were forced

What the ‘'mini-deal’ will contain

Likely

= India addressing some of
the U.S. concerns on ICT
tariffs and data localisation
rules, price caps or trade
margin rationalisation on
medical equipment such
as knee implants, and
agricultural market access
for select produce

L] The U S rolllng back some
of the tariffs that it had
imposed on India in 2018,
when it began its GSP review

President Donald Trump
would make an announce-
ment of a “mini-deal’ after
their bilateral meeting in
New York next week. The
sources would not confirm,
but did not rule out, the pos-
sibility that the leaders
would reference the “mini-
deal” during their joint pu-
blic appearance at the “How-
dy, Modi!” event in Houston
on Sunday, if finalised then.
The draft agreement ad-
dresses some of the U.S. con-
cerns on ICT tariffs and data

Unlikely

= Lifting the price caps on
coronary stents, announced
by India in 2017 to make
healthcare affordable, and
major ICT concessions

Still a blur
It is unclear if the two sides
have made headway on the

U.S. demand for market
access to dairy and pork
products

localisation rules, price caps
or trade margin rationalisa-
tion on medical equipment
such as knee implants, and
agricultural market access
for select produce. In return,
the U.S. is expected to roll
back some of the tariffs that
it had imposed on India in
2018, when it began its GSP
review.

However, the sources cau-
tioned that India is still hold-
ing back on lifting the price
caps on coronary stents,
which were announced by

Mamata raises NRC
with Amit Shah

CM says it's not needed in West Bengal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Thurs-
day told Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah that genuine
Indians belonging to Benga-
li, Bihari, Gurkha and Assa-
mese communities were ex-
cluded from the NRC in
Assam and sought his inter-
vention to ameliorate their
miseries.

Ms. Banerjee had her first
meeting Mr. Shah here after
he assumed office about
three months ago.

“I have come to meet the
Home Minister to discuss
the NRC in Assam and told
him that many genuine In-
dians were excluded from
the list. I have requested
him to do the needful so
that they can be included in
the NRC as they are in dis-

Mamata Banerjee after
meeting Amit Shah in Delhi.

presspersons.

“The Home Minister has
assured that he would look
into it,” she said. Asked if
there was any discussion on
an NRC in West Bengal, Ms.
Banerjee said no, adding it
such an initiative was not re-
quired in the State.

“Even Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar said that
the NRC was not required in

the Modi government in 2017
as a move to make health-
care affordable, and shying
away from major ICT conces-
sions owing to worries over
opening the market for Chi-
nese products.

Hopes on FTA
Business chamber officials
who had keenly followed the
talks since trade negotiations
broke down last year say that
an announcement on start-
ing formal discussions on an
FTA would be significant.
“For many years, there
has been a search for the
next ‘big deal’ [like the civil
nuclear deal] in the U.S.-In-
dia relationship. The FTA
talks, if they were to start,
could potentially become
that,” Ridhika Batra, direc-
tor, FICCI-USA, said here.
According to the sources,
the USTR and Commerce Mi-
nistry officials have been dis-
cussing how to restore In-
dia’s GSP status in “some
form or entirely”. Despite
the government announcing
that it was not deeply affect-

J&K global
investors’

summit put off

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
SRINAGAR
The Jammu and Kashmir
government has shelved
the global investors’ sum-
mit scheduled for October.
Governor Satya Pal Ma-
lik on Thursday reviewed
the preparedness for hold-
ing the summit, and decid-
ed “to reschedule it to
2020 in consultation with
the Union government”.
“This is to give the In-
dustries and Commerce
Departments reasonable
time for preparations to se-
cure robust participation
of investors in the sum-
mit,” a spokesman said.
The new dates will be fi-
nalised in consultation
with the Centre keeping in
view the policy work com-
pletion, logistics including
schedule of roadshows, cli-
matic conditions and the
schedule of Parliament,

ed by the U.S. decision to re-
view and then revoke the
GSP, the latest export figures
have shown a slump, indicat-
ing that Indian exporters
have lost out on contracts
due to the decision. Several
U.S. companies doing busi-
ness in India and at least 44
lawmakers have made a case
for India with Mr. Lighthizer
on the GSP issue as well.
Industry insiders said any
trade agreement at this point
will be welcomed in both
Washington and New Delhi.
“For the Trump administra-
tion, which has not made
much headway in its other
trade tussles, including with
China, the deal with India is
a much needed break. For
the Modi government, which
has faced so much bad eco-
nomic news, this will be a
boost that will hopefully reo-
pen channels of invest-
ment,” a business represen-
tative closely involved in the
talks, who preferred not to
be named, told The Hindu.
(With inputs from Sriram
Lakshman in New York)

No scope for third party
role in Kashmir, says India

Gokhale says PM made this clear to Trump at Osaka meet

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

India reiterated on Thursday
that there was no scope for
third party intervention in
the Kashmir issue.

Announcing the details of
Narendra Modi’s visit to the
U.S. from September 21 to
27, Foreign Secretary Vijay
Gokhale said the Prime Mi-
nister would meet U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump in New
York and Houston and pitch
for a greater role for India at
the international level.

“The Prime Minister has
made it very clear in front of
the media during his meet-
ing with President Trump in
Osaka. India does not see a
role for anybody in this mat-
ter,” Mr. Gokhale said.

Mr. Trump hinted at his
role while highlighting the
reduced India-Pakistan ten-
sions in recent days.

He has said that a big an-
nouncement is expected
during the “Howdy, Modi!”

Vijay Gokhale

event, which, however, was
not confirmed by the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry.

Mr. Modi’s special out-
reach with the leaders of 16
U.S. energy majors such as
Exxonmobil, Total S.A and
Dominion Energy is expect-
ed to be on September 21,
which will be followed by a
CEO roundtable on Septem-
ber 25. Mr. Gokhale said Mr.
Modi would highlight India’s
aspiration for shaping global
political and socio-econom-
ic agenda.

Apart from the official

meet with Mr. Trump, Mr.
Modi’s other confirmed
meeting will be with Bangla-
desh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in New York. He will
hold interactions with lead-
ers from Latin America and
the Caribbean.

UN speech

Apart from the speech at the
UN General Assembly, he
will address the Climate
Summit on September 23
and participate in a special
leaders’ dialogue on terro-
rism co-organised by the
King of Jordan.

“Our intention this year is
to participate in all the pluri-
laterals to showcase our
achievements in climate
change, universal health
coverage and sanitation.
Multilateralism is at the
centre of global politics and
should remain so,” said Mr.
Gokhale elaborating on In-
dia’s agenda for interacting
with the world community.

Now, schools turn recreation centres

With students not returning, Kashmir children given access to playgrounds

PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

With no sign of students re-
turning to schools any time
soon in Kashmir, several go-
vernment schools, in a novel
idea, have decided to throw
open their campus facilities
for children living in the vi-
cinity for recreational
purposes.

Taking the lead, a promi-
nent girls higher secondary
school at Kothibagh near Lal
Chowk here with a huge
playground has put up a not-

ice for the children living in
nearby areas “to use the
campus for  multiple
activities”.

The school has seen poor
attendance of students till
now.

“Local children can use
the campus for sports activi-
ty from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.,” the
notice reads at the school.

“The idea is to allow the
children, living under a
sense of siege since August 5,
to come out of their homes
and interact. They are con-
stantly exposed to the nega-
tive cycle of news, with little
interaction outside. Even the
spaces of entertainment like

sports grounds are sealed
with concertina wires and
many are sealed by the se-
curity forces,” a staffer of the
school said, on condition of
anonymity.

The government’s bid to
reopen 4,000 primary and
middle schools in the Valley
has failed to see any spike in
attendance.

According to the official fi-
gures, the attendance ho-
vered around 10%, even if
staff presence has improved
“significantly.”

TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF ANDHRA PRADESH LIMITED
VIJAYAWADA

NMDC Limited

(A Government of India Enterprise)
CIN:L13100TG1958G01001674

e-TENDER NOTICE

The APTRANSCO (Transmission Corporation of Andhra Pradesh Limited) invites
on-ling Bids undar a-procuremant for supply of following equipmeant:

5l.No,| Specification No.
1 PMM 33- & - 23/2018

Description of Equipment

0.25 Class ABT metars for railway
traction feaders at both ends i.e EHT
subsiations of APTransco and RTSS

Tendarers can hava further details and download the tender schedule from e-procuremant
markel place e., lenderapeprocurement.govin (AP state)
Contact Nos: Chief Engineer/ Transmission-0866-2429230 Extn: 2014, 2034, 2042, 2706

Quantity
81 Nos

into,” Ms. Sarma said. tress,”

Cheating case against
ex-SC employee closed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court has closed a cheating and crimi-
nal intimidation case against a former wo-
man employee of the Supreme Court who
had levelled allegations of sexual misconduct
against Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi.

In May, the top court’s three-member in-
house inquiry committee, headed by Justice
S.A. Bobde, gave a clean chit to the CJI as it
“found no substance” in the allegations by
the woman.

Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Manish
Khurana accepted the closure report filed by
the Delhi police after the complainant, Na-
veen Kumar, a resident of Jhajjar in Haryana,
said he had no opposition to the plea and that
he did not want to pursue the case.

“The complainant stated that he is satis-
fied with the investigation conducted by the
police. He also stated that he does not want to
file any protest petition and therefore, the
closure report may be accepted as he does
not want to pursue the present case,” the ma-
gistrate said. “In view of the facts and circum-
stances, the statement by the complainant
and the police investigation, the closure re-
port is hereby accepted.”

The court on September 6 dismissed a
plea for cancelling bail of the former woman
employee. The police sought cancellation of
the bail after the complainant said he was be-
ing threatened allegedly by the former Su-
preme Court staffer and her associates.

she

told his state,” she said.

the official added.

Websile: www aptransco.gov.in
RO. No: 17/19

Sl
Chiaf EngineerTransmission

ANDHRA PRADESH AIRPORTS DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION LIMITED (APADCL)
(A State Government of Andhra Pradesh Undertaking)

#7-104, A-Block, 1st Floor, Anjaneya Towers, Ibrahimpatnam-521456,
Krishna District, A.P., E-mail Id: mdapadcl@gmail.com

NIT No.2/APADCL/2019-20, dated 20.09.2019 (2nd Call)

Bids are invited on the e-procurement platform for the work “Construction
of Greenfield no frills Airport at Orvakal in Kurnool District (A.P.)
(Package - Il) Balance work” from the Contractors / Contracting
firms registered with Government of Andhra Pradesh. The details
of Tender conditions and terms can be downloaded from the
electronic procurement platform of Government of Andhra Pradesh
i.e., www.eprocurement.gov.in from 20.09.2019 from 15.00 hrs.
Last date of Receipt of Bids: 04.10.2019 upto 3:00 PM at Olo the
Managing Director, APADCL, Vijayawada.

For any clarifications please send email to edapadcl@gmail.com/
gmenggapadcl@gmail.com or contact on Telephone 040-29700263.

DIPR 141PP/CL, Dt.19/09/2019 Sd/- Managing Director & CEO

RAIL WHEEL FACTORY , Nb

Yelahanka, Bengaluru - 560 064 L
Website: www.rwf.indianrailways.gov.in NS

'-m.-

Global Tender Notice No. RWF/S/004/2019 Dated 16.09.2019

E-Tender : On behalf of the President of India, the Principal Chief Materials Manager invites
electronic tenders through the website http://www.ireps.gov.in from experienced OEMs /
Manufacturers or authorized agents of foreign manufacturers for supply of the following items.

Tender No Item Description Quantity | Tender Opening Date
P3190005  |Pouring Tube Ceramic. 192 Numbers 09/10/2019
Graphite Mould Blanks of sizes:
P319003A |1)43.5” 8 Nos 16/10/2019
1) 48.5” 22 Nos
20193800A |Spares for Long Forging Machine 9 Items 09/10/2019

Tender Notice can be viewed on our website www.ireps.gov.in or www.rwf.indianrailways.gov.in

E-Auction Notice No. RWF/GSDISALES SECTION/ 201920/ 07. Dated: 07-09-2019.

On behalf of the President of India, Principal Chief Materials Manager invites E-Auction for
the sale of scrap items (Ferrous/ Non-Ferrous/Miscellaneous and others), online through the
website http//www.ireps.gov.in E-Auction on dates mentioned below:

October:  11-10-2019, 21-10-2019, 31-10-2019 November:
29-11-2019 December: 09-12-2019, 19-12-2019 and 30-12-2019
Detailed Tender Notice and E-Auction catalogue can be viewed on our website

www.ireps.gov.in or www.rwf.indianrailways.gov.in .
Principal Chief Materials Manager

11-11-2019, 20-11-2019,

DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE EX. ENGINEER (SOUTH) Ill
A BLOCK GREATER KAILASH | NEW DELHI-48

N.L.T. NO.28/S-ll (2019-2020)

CcM
K

ANNA UNIVERSITY

CHENNAI - 600 025

TENDER NOTICE : Tender Ref No. . 8123/PP4/ET/RCC-CPC/UDs/2019

On-line Tenders in Two Bid System are invited for the Tender Notice and Tender Notification for the Supply and
Installation of Computer & Related Items for the University Departments/Centres of Anna University, Chennai
through e-Tender by the Convener, Computer Purchase Committee, Anna University, Chennai—600 025.

Sl. No. Tender Ref. No. Name of the equipment Qty. | Approx. cost under tender section, www.eprocure.gov.in and www.mstcecommerce.com Any
1 | 8123 1/PP4/ET/IRCC-CPC/2019 | Server 3nos. | 2 80,00,000 corrigendum to the tender notices will be uploaded in tender section on our website
= - - 2 www.nmdc.co.in only and will not be published in newspapers. Prospective bidders may
2 | 8123 2/PP4/ET/RCC-CPCI2019 | Workstation 4 nos. | ¥ 15,00,000 visitthe NMDC website from time to time to note the corrigendum, if any.
3 8123_3/PP4/ET/RCC-CPC/2019 | Storage 2 nos. | ¥30,00,000 Jt. GM (Materials)
4 | 8123_4/PP4/ETIRCC-CPC/2019 | i7 Desktop Computer 152 nos| < 91,20,000 : ateria’s

10-3-311/A, Castle Hills, Masab Tank, Hyderabad-500028
Telephone: 0091-40-23538713 to 23538721 Ext: 371/ 372/ 249, 23538710
Email:pswetha@nmdc.co.in; kvbhaskar@nmdc.co.in; ksmurthy@nmdc.co.in

Global Tender Notice (E-Procurement Mode Only)

Tender No. HQMM/4005-16/18B062/86 Dtd. 18/9/2019
Global Tenders are invited through e- procurement mode for the following item from reputed
manufacturer’s directly or through their accredited agents in India required for NMDC
Limited, Diamond Mining Project, Majhgawan Mine, Panna, Madhya Pradesh - 488001.

Display of Tender Last Date & Time
Description Documents for submission of
Tender through online
Design, Manufaciure, Supply and [ 20/9/2019 to 1511012019
Supenvision of Erection & 15/10/2019 (14.30 Hrs. 1ST)

Commissioning of 2 nos. Single
Deck Vibrating Screens (1 no.
Float Screen & 1 no. Feed
Preparation Screen)

(14.30 Hrs. IST)

The detailed tender document can be downloaded from our website www.nmdc.co.in

The tender documents can be downloaded by registering in the website https://tntenders.gov.in using
Digital Signature Certificate and E-Token from 5.30 p.m. on 20.09.2019. The filled-in tender documents can
be submitted by uploading in the website up to 03.30 p.m. on 14.10.2019 and will be opened at 03.30 p.m. on
15.10.2019. EMD is to be submitted through the website https://tntenders.gov.in BY ONLINE MODE ONLY

other detailed tender conditions, future corrigenda etc., please visit the website (https://tntenders.gov.in)

and any press advertisement will not published in this regard.
DIPR/3294/Tender/2019

REGISTRAR ilc

P 1N National Health Mission #,-""""“*-.,%
@; Odisha State Health & Family Welfare Society °
Health & FW Department, Odisha o
Department of Health & FW, Govt. of Odisha
Annex Building of SIH & FW, Nayapalli, Unit-8,
Bhubaneswar-751012
Advt. No: 44/ 13 Dated-20/03/2019

Application for implementation of Adolescent Health Programme

OSH&FW Society invites application from credible entities registered
under Society Registration Act/ Indian Trust Act/ Indian Religious &
Charitable Act. For implementation of Adolescent Health Programme in

under NHM, Odisha in partnership mode.

Balangir and Dhenkanal districts in partnership mode.

Sealed proposals as per the prescribed Advt. document are invited from
interested eligible Agencies for “Implementation of Adolescent Health
Programme” in the districts as mentioned above. The eligibility criteria,
detailed requirement for “Implementation of Adolescent Health
Programme" and the formats for submission of propesals are set forth in
the Advt. document which can be downloaded from the website:
Interested Agencies fulfilling the eligibility
criteria may submit their proposal(s) with EMD (Rs.40,000/-) &
Documents as set forth in this Adwvt..
more than one district, they will have to submit separate proposal along
with EMD and documents as set forth in the Advt. in sealed envelope (s).
The Agencies have to submit their proposal(s) to the respective District(s)
in which they want to apply. The detailed address for submission of

www.nhmodisha.gov.in.

If the Agency wishes to apply for

S. Estimated | Date of release | Last date/time of propasal at the District (s) is mentioned in the Advt. document.
No. cost/ of tender in receipt of tender . . )
Name of Work Eamest | e-procurement thmu‘;h e-procure- Proposal(s) complete in all respect should reach the District (s) by Speed
Money _|solution ment solution post or Registered post or Courier only on or before 11/10/2019. The
1. |Replacement of 200mm dia water lines from gali n0.36 UGR  [3143543/- |2019_ 01.10.2019 upto i itri
to Madhya Marg UGR Tughlakabad Extn. under EE(South) 62900/- DJB_180419_1 |3:00 PM proposal{sl} shall. be Dpened in the concernedl district cr! th_e date and
11l (AC-49) 18.09.2019 time mentioned in the Advt.. Name of the project and district must be
2. [Improvement of water supply by replacement of old water 2945749/~ |2019_ 01.10.2019 upto super scribed on the sealed envelope. Incomplete applications/
lines in J-1, J-2 DDA Flats Kalkaji and for C&D Block DDA 59000/- |DJB_180419_2 |3:00 PM ity : . it :
Flats Kalkaji by P/L 100mm dia D.l. water line under South-Il 18.09.2019 apphcatmns received in E_‘ll"l open envelop-"appll_catlons FECEW_ECI aﬁer the
(AC-50) due date/from the blacklisted NGOs/ Trusts will be summarily rejected.
3. |Improvement of water supply by replacement of existing old 2583175/- |2019_ 01.10.2019 upto The authaority reserves the right for cancellation/ modification of guidelines
rusted/ undersize water lines Cl by P/L 100/150mm dia D.I. 51700/- DJB_180419_3 |3:00 PM - . P . :
water lines in left out portion of F-Block East of Kailash under 18.09.2019 for selection without assigning any reason thereof. No personal inquiry
South-IIl (AC-50)(Re-invited). shall be entertained. Sd/.
Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in BT A :
42.E: Mission Director, NHM &
ISSUED BY P.R.O.(WATER) .
Advt. No.J.S.V.374/2019-20 Executive Engineer (South)lll 10084/11/0026/1920 Member Secretary, OSH&FW Society

Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
Office of the Executive Engineer, Bangalore South
Division, Amruthnagara,Konankunte Main Road,
Soudamini Layout, Bangalore-62.

No.BBMP/EE/BSD/TEND/11/2019-20

Date: 19-09-2019

INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (IFT)

(Single & Two Cover Tender)
(Only through E-Procurement Portal)

The Executive Engineer, (Bangalore South Division), BBMP,
Bengaluru invites tenders from eligible contractors registered in
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike or equivalent registration
with KPWD/CPWD/BWSSB/Railways/MES/National Highways
or any State Govt. Organizations for the construction work
detailed in the table below.

SI. Ward Approx. value of EMD No. of | Cate-
No. No. work (Z in Lakhs) (in%) Works | gory
Single Cover System
1 | 192 (Call-2) 50.00 50,000/- 1 sC

2 | 192 (Call-2) 50.00 50,000/- 2 ST
3 | 192 (Call-3) 20.00 50.000/- 2 | Other
4 |192 (Call-2) | 15.00 to 50.00 37,500/- to 3 | Other
1,00,000/-
5 | 194 (Call-2) 20.00 50,000/- 1 | Other
6 | 196 (Call-2) | 49.99 to 50.00 49,990 to 3 SC
50,000/-
7 | 196 (Call-2) 50.00 50,000/- 2 ST
8 196 50.00 50,000/- 2 ST
9 | 196 (Call-3) | 40.00 to 50.00 80,000/ to 3 | Other
1,00,000/-
10 185 50.00 50,000/- 2 SC
11 185 50.00 50,000/- 1 ST
12 | 185 (Call-3) | 25.00 to 50.000 50,000/- 1 | Other
13 185 15.00 to 50.00 37,500/- to 6 | Other
1,00,000/-
Two Cover System
14 196 40.00 to 100.00 | 80,000/- to 4 | Other
2,00,000/-

Total No’s of Works 33

Calendar of Events : 1) Last Date for uploading the filled
Tender Document is 05-10-2019 upto 4:00 p.m. 2) Date of
Technical bid opening of Tenders is on 09-10-2019 by 4:30
p.m. 3) Financial bid opening will be done after Technical bid
approval. 4) Pre-bid meeting on 25-09-2019 between 11:00
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Further particulars can be obtained from
the above office during working hours on working days and
website: https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in.

Sd/-, Executive Engineer, Bengaluru South Division.

“Pay development charges, help to develop Bengaluru”

A ND-NDE
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U.S. backs Saudis ‘right to defend itself”

[ranian regime’s threatening behaviour will not be tolerated, says Secretary of State Pompeo

ASSOCIATED PRESS
DUBAI

U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said on Thursday
that America backs Saudi
Arabia’s “right to defend it-
self” after a weekend attack
targeted the heart of its oil
industry, comments coming
after he described the as-
sault as an “act of war”.

The attacks have reignited
fears over a wider conflagra-
tion in the region, as ten-
sions remain high over Iran’s
collapsing nuclear deal with
world powers.

Mr. Pompeo’s comments
on Twitter came as he was in
Jiddah, Saudi Arabia, after
meeting with Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, the
Kingdom’s Defense Minister.
The Saudis on Wednesday
displayed missile and drone
wreckage at a press confe-
rence, and cited other evi-
dence they alleged shows the
raid was “unquestionably
sponsored by Iran”.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo being greeted by Saudi

Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Jeddah.

Iran, which has denied in-
volvement in the attack,
warned the U.S. it will reta-
liate immediately if it is tar-
geted. Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Mohammad Javad Zarif
separately accused U.S. allies
and officials of trying to “de-

ceive” President Donald
Trump into entering a war
against Tehran.

Mr. Pompeo wrote his
tweet early Thursday after
his meeting with Prince Mo-

US. drone strike kills 30,
injures 40 in Afghanistan

Attack aimed at IS hits farm workers

P g PP 5

Villagers carrying the-cofﬁn of one of the victims after a

2 im0

drone strike in Khogyani district on Thursday. =reuters

REUTERS
JALALABAD/ KABUL

A U.S. drone strike intended
to hit an Islamic State (IS) hi-
deout in Afghanistan killed
at least 30 civilians resting
after a day’s labour in the

fields, officials said on
Thursday.
The attack on Wednesday

night also injured another
40 people after accidentally
targeting farmers and la-
bourers who had just fin-
ished collecting pine nuts at
Wazir Tangi in eastern Nan-
garhar province, three Af-
ghan officials told Reuters.
“The workers had lit a
bonfire and were sitting to-
gether when a drone target-
ed them,” tribal elder Malik
Rahat Gul said.
Afghanistan’s Defence Mi-
nistry and a senior U.S offi-
cial in Kabul confirmed the
drone strike, but did not
share details of civilian ca-
sualties. “U.S. forces con-
ducted a drone strike
against Da’esh (IS) terrorists
in Nangarhar,” said Colonel
Sonny Leggett, a spokesman
for U.S. forces. “We are
aware of allegations of the
death of non-combatants
and are working with offi-

cials to determine the facts.”
About 14,000 U.S. troops
are in Afghanistan, training
and advising Afghan securi-
ty forces and conducting
counter-insurgency opera-
tions against insurgents.
Attaullah Khogyani, a
spokesman for the provin-
cial governor of Nangarhar,
said at least nine bodies had
been collected from the site.
Haidar Khan, who owns the
pine nut fields, said about
150 workers were there for
harvesting, with some still
missing as well as the con-
firmed dead and injured.

Taliban attack

Meanwhile, a Taliban mini-
truck bomb killed at least 20
people and wounded 95
when it exploded near a
hospital in southern Afghan-
istan on Thursday, a provin-
cial official said, with casual-
ties expected to rise.

The militants wanted to
target a training base for Af-
ghanistan’s powerful Na-
tional Directorate of Securi-
ty, but parked the vehicle
laden with explosives out-
side a hospital gate nearby,
said another defence minis-
try source.

= AFP

hammed over Saturday’s
drone and cruise missile at-
tack on a crucial oil process-
ing facility and oil field. Ye-
men’s Iranian-backed Houthi
rebels have claimed the at-
tack, but the U.S. alleges Iran
carried out the assault.

Mr. Pompeo called the at-
tacks “unprecedented.”

“The U.S. stands with Sau-
di Arabia and supports its
right to defend itself,” Mr.
Pompeo said. “The Iranian

regime’s threatening beha-
viour will not be tolerated.”

President Donald Trump
has been noncommittal on
whether he would order U.S.
military retaliation. He sepa-
rately said on Wednesday
that he is moving to increase
financial sanctions on Teh-
ran over the attack, without
elaborating. Iran already is
subject to a crushing Ameri-
can sanctions program tar-
geting its crucial oil industry.

The UAE announced on
Thursday it had joined a U.S.-
led coalition to protect wa-
terways across the Mideast
after an attack on Saudi oil
installations.

The state-run WAM news
agency quoted Salem al-Zaa-
bi of the Emirati Foreign Mi-
nistry as saying the UAE
joined the coalition to “en-
sure global energy security.”
Saudi Arabia joined the coali-
tion on Wednesday. Austra-
lia, Bahrain and the U.K are
also taking part.

Attack will
trigger all-out
war: Iran

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TEHRAN

Iran’s Foreign Minister has
said a military strike on
Iran would trigger “all-out
war”, as the U.S. and its
Gulf allies accuse Iran of
being behind attacks on
Saudi oil facilities.

Asked about the conse-
quence of “an American or
Saudi military strike on
Iran” in an interview with
CNN aired on Thursday,
Mohammad Javad Zarif res-
ponded: “An all-out war.”

“We don’t want war, we
don’t want to engage in a
military confrontation,” he
said, warning it would lead
to “a lot of casualties”.
“But we won’t blink to de-
fend our territory.”

Gantz says he should be PM

He refuses Netanyahu’s call for support to form a unity govt.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TEL AVIV

Benny Gantz, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s main opponent in the
country’s general election,
said on Thursday he should
be Prime Minister in a unity
government.

Mr. Gantz spoke to jour-
nalists after Mr. Netanyahu
called for them to join to-
gether in a unity govern-
ment as results from Tues-
day’s vote showed neither
with an obvious path to form
a majority coalition.

Mr. Gantz’s centrist Blue
and White is nevertheless
two seats ahead of Mr. Neta-
nyahu’s right-wing Likud, ac-

T,
=

Benny Gantz

cording to results published
by Israeli media with 97% of
the vote counted.

The ex-military chief said
his alliance had the most
seats and he should lead the
next government.

“The public voted clearly
in favour of unity,” Mr. Gantz
said.

“Blue and White has at
the time I am speaking won
33 seats, while Mr. Netanya-
hu has not obtained a suffi-
cient majority to form a coa-
lition as he hoped.”

He went on to say that
“we will listen to everyone,
but we will not accept man-
dates imposed on us.”

Mr. Netanyahu has been
seeking to find a way to re-
main in office and continue
his reign as Israel’s longest-
serving Prime Minister.

He also faces the possibil-
ity of corruption charges in
the weeks ahead.

Is the reign of ‘King Bibi" over?

Deadlock continues as main parties fail to reach consensus

STANLY JOHNY

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu suffered a
major political setback on
Tuesday when results of par-
liamentary election were
out. Mr. Netanyahu, Israel’s
longest serving Prime Minis-
ter who was in power for 10
consecutive years and was
hoping to win a fifth term in
office, failed to win a majori-
ty in the 120-member Knes-
set.

When almost all of the
votes were counted, Mr. Ne-
tanyahu’s  right-religious
coalition won 55 seats, six
short of majority. His Likud
party’s performance was
worse than the last election.
The Likud won 31 seats,
down from 35 in April. The
Likud’s main rival, the Blue
and White, led by former ar-
my chief Benny Gantz,
emerged as the single largest
party with 33 seats. Mr.
Gantz’s centrist coalition has
44 seats.

Does it mean the reign of
Mr. Netanyahu, who is called
“King Bibi” by his suppor-
ters, finally over? It’s too ear-
ly to reach any such conclu-
sion. Based on the results,
there are different possibili-
ties. For now, no coalition
has majority. And it’s not
clear who President Reuven
Rivlin will call to form the
government. Mr. Netanyahu
hopes that he will get the
first-mover advantage as his
coalition has 55 seats. But
Blue and White is the largest
party, and if the Joint List,
the Arab parties’ alliance
that has won 13 seats, backs
Mr. Gantz, his bloc will have
57 MPs.

The king-maker

While both main parties are
in a deadlock, Avigdor Lie-
berman, whose right-wing
secular party Yisrael Beitei-
nu has won eight seats, has
emerged as the king-maker.
Mr. Lieberman, a former al-

Political gridlock: Benjamin Netanyahu. =reuters

ly-turned-rival of Mr. Neta-
nyahu, is not part of any coa-
lition. After the April
election, he refused to back
Mr. Netanyahu, forcing the
Prime Minister to recom-
mend the second poll. If Mr.
Lieberman backs the Likud
now, Mr. Netanyahu could

NEWS ANALYSIS

return to power. But it looks
impossible as he has ruled
out any tie-up with Mr. Neta-
nyahu’s religious allies such
as the Shas and the United
Torah Judaism (UT]J), which
have won nine and eight
seats, respectively. Mr. Lie-
berman wants to end ortho-
dox Jewish parties’ influence
over the government and
promote secular legislation.
Mr. Netanyahu, on Wednes-
day evening, met his allies
and assured them that he
won’t abandon them for a
new coalition.

What are the possibilities?
Mr. Lieberman wants a unity
government between the
Blue and White and the Li-
kud led by Mr. Gantz that
would sideline both the Jew-
ish religious parties and the
Arab parties. That will mean
the Netanyahu era is over.
More troubles are awaiting
the Prime Minister as he
could be indicted for corrup-
tion in the coming weeks.
But Mr. Netanyahu hasn’t
conceded defeat. He has al-

Abolish executive presidency: Ranil backers

The proposal, made by the Prime Minister’s allies, did not find many takers at Cabinet meeting

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Backers of Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe on
Thursday proposed abolish-
ing the country’s highly-con-
troversial executive presi-
dency, but with few takers in
the Cabinet it was thwarted,
according to those present at
the discussion. The move
comes a day after Sri Lanka’s
Election Commission an-
nounced that presidential
poll will be held on Novem-
ber 16.

President Maithripala Siri-
sena convened an “emergen-
cy Cabinet meeting” at the
Presidential Secretariat on
Thursday afternoon, where
Minister Rajitha Senaratne
and Ravi Karunanayake,
both known to be supporting

Mr. Wickremesinghe’s candi-
dacy, made a case for abol-
ishing executive presidency,
sources told The Hindu.
However, other Cabinet
ministers, including Mangala
Samaraweera, Kabir Hashim
and Mano Ganesan, have op-
posed the idea, arguing that
it was not the right time for
such a move, given that the
poll date has been an-
nounced. “Several of us
voiced the opinion that this
must not be done now, it will
seem like we are afraid to
contest the polls,” Mr. Mano
Ganesan told The Hindu.
The issue of executive pre-
sidency has dominated Sri
Lankan elections since 1994
with several candidates cam-
paigning on the platform for
abolishing it, but none keep-

ing the promise. The leftist
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP) and the Tamil National
Alliance (TNA) representing
minority Tamils have consis-
tently demanded the aboli-
tion. Mr. Wickremesinghe’s
United National Party (UNP)
in 2014 adopted a motion to
abolish executive presiden-

cy.

More leverage

However, other minority
parties argue that an execu-
tive presidency gives minori-
ty communities more lever-
age in influencing national
policy. Thursday’s develop-
ment comes in the wake a
heightening clash within the
UNP on the candidate for the
presidential race. Party lead-
er and Prime Minister Wick-

remesinghe, deputy leader
and Minister Sajith Premada-
sa, and Speaker Karu Jayasu-
riya are contenders.

Many of the Ministers who
opposed the proposal on
Thursday are known to be
backing UNP deputy leader
Sajith Premadasa for candi-
dacy. Mr. Jayasuriya recently
announced that his candida-
cy was contingent on possi-
ble support from progressive
forces for the abolition of ex-
ecutive presidency, while
Mr. Premadasa has said there
has been no “scientific sur-
vey” confirming that the pe-
ople of the country were for
abolition.

TNA spokesman M.A. Su-
manthiran tweeted on
Thursday:  “Disappointed
with the “Yahapalanayas”

[good governance, as the rul-
ing coalition pitched itself in
2015] who oppose the move
to abolish EP. Selfishness
and opportunism at its
worst. Abandoning your pro-
mises and mandates got over
quarter of a century? @TNA-
mediaoffice will support
abolition at whatever time
based on policy and not
expediency.”

Sri Lanka will go to polls in
less than two months. The
controversial former De-
fence secretary Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa, brother of former
President Mahinda Rajapak-
sa, is contesting from the
SLPP, and the JVP is fielding
its leader Anura Kumara Dis-
sanayake. All eyes are on the
UNP for its choice of candi-
date.

so called for a unity govern-
ment — he wants the Blue
and White to join his right-
religious coalition, not him
joining a Blue and White-Yis-
rael Beiteinu alliance. On
Thursday, leaders of all the
parties in his right-religious
bloc have signed a docu-
ment backing Mr. Netanya-
hu for Prime Minister. But
Mr. Gantz has ruled out any
alliance with the religious
parties. There are three in
Mr. Netanyahu’s bloc - the
ultra-orthodox UTJ and Shas
and the religious nationalist
Yamina. If either of the two
leaders  changes their
stance, a unity government
is possible. Otherwise, the
deadlock will continue.

Another possibility is of
Mr. Gantz forming the go-
vernment with support from
the Yisrael Beiteinu and the
Joint List (Arab parties). But
Mr. Lieberman has said he
won’t sit in a government
with the Arab parties (“not
in this universe and not in a
parallel universe”), while Ay-
man Odeh, leader of the
Joint List, has said he’s look-
ing to become the first Arab
opposition leader in the
Knesset. Despite their initial
protestations, a Blue and
White-Labour-Yisrael Beitei-
nu government with outside
support from the Joint List
can’t be ruled out.

And if no leader manages
to form a coalition, there will
be a third election.

ELSEWHERE

Tunisia's ex-president
Ben Ali dies in exile

TUNIS

Tunisia's Zine EL-Abidine Ben
Ali, whose overthrow in a
2011 uprising triggered the
“"Arab Spring" revolutions,
died in exile in Saudi Arabia
on Thursday, days after a free
presidential vote in his
homeland. His funeral will
take place on Friday in Saudi
Arabia. A former security
chief, Mr. Ben Ali had run
Tunisia for 23 years, taking
power when, as Prime
Minister in 1987, he declared
President-for-life Habib
Bourguiba medically unfit to
rule. Tunisians rose up
against him in a revolution
that inspired other uprisings
in the West Asia. ReuTERs
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m ACROSS
1 Opposed beating of thug (6)

5 Critically examine young man
about offence (7)

9 Fear of cast was noticeable
around director (2,2,1,4,5)

11 Who oversees world peace or
wrecks? (6)

12 Bury conflict in and unite (8)

13 End of prayer period to reflect
on (5)

14 Hope Dylan made megabucks
(1,3,2,3)

16 One recounting going round
area in RV as tourist (9)

18 Fight chills and fever getting
better in the end (5)

20 Seeing score after 12 came off
over, it's all right (8)

22 Station say, one in Madras as
an alternative/second to

Central (6)

24 Apology from one opposed to
rich player? (4,10)

25 Small feeds Times editor
posted (7)

26 Revising any clue endlessly is
madness (6)

® DOWN

2 Outstanding bowling unit of
proper quality (7)

3 Drink American soldier and
general ordered (6,3)

(set by Buzzer)

4 Caught a cold sharing
foodstuff (4)

5 Majesty's special grant for us

9

6 Burning gas, good going for
sun? (5)

7 Moulded institute into training
cadets (3-4)

8 Say a more blunt knife? (6,6)

10 Quiz pretentious man wearing
tee shirts upside-down
(3.2,3,4)

14 City of UP had a ball hosting
mela ultimately (9)

15 Ape is a nut running after fruit
mostly (9)

17 Breathtaking day when storm
set off at regular intervals (7)

19 Knowing song scales, a
habitual thing (7)

21 Cricket for one shedding
conservative image (5)

23 Rest behind wheels (2,2)
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Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Value of Guru

Among the many ways by which human beings strive to get
rid of their sins, the sacred and holy Ganga is considered
most effective and auspicious. In a discourse, Swami Para-
masukananda drew attention to the purifying effects of the
Ganga that make it symbolic with Jnana. But though Ganga
purifies, one cannot approach her without guidance. Her
flow is wild and unruly and Siva is the Adi Guru who tames
her and allows her to flow on earth in such a way that she
can be used by people to attain salvation. There are Ghats
where people can have a dip and have contact with the
sacred waters. Realised souls are like the Ghats in the course
of the river with whose grace one can seek enlightenment.

The Upanishad story of Satyakama Jabali highlights the
value of Guru’s teaching. The boy approaches Gautama for
instruction on Brahma Jnana. The sage gives the boy some
four hundred lean and sickly cattle and asks the boy to take
good care of these. The boy leads them to the forest and
tends them until they had increased to a thousand cattle.
Then the boy is asked to go back to the master.

On the way back the boy is instructed by the bull, fire, the
swan, a loon and so on. When he gets back, the master sees
the boy aglow with enlightenment. He asks the boy who
taught him all this knowledge. The boy says that he was
taught by beings other than men.

But the boy wants to be instructed by the Guru. He says
only that knowledge imparted by the guru will lead to su-

preme good.

The Gita states that Jnana alone can lead the aspirant to-
wards a state of clarity of perception. A jnani remains unaf-
fected by the glitter of Maya that generally immerses even
the most strong willed into the pool of ignorance.

A ND-NDE
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GST Council may review rates on auto sector

Easing annual return filing procedure and rationalising rates on lottery may also be on the agenda at today’s meeting

MARKET WATCH

19-09-2019 % CHANGE

Sensex 36,093 1.29
US Dollar 71.34 0.14
Gold 38,454 0.70
Brent oil 64.50 0.67

PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 361.90 -4.45
Asian Paints 1553.90. 6.15
Axis Bank 638.20 10.20
Bajaj Auto 2738.85.....-38.20
Bajaj Finserv 7188.65 66.40
Bajaj Finance 3362.05 51.80
Bharti Airtel 337.60 2.00
BPCL 379.85 -2.25
Britannia Ind 2621.80 7.95
Cipla 452.05 -6.60
Coal India 193.45 1.10
Dr Reddys Lab 2732.55 11.10
Eicher Motors. 15752.50... -277.90
GAIL (India) 133.05 -1.90
Grasim Ind 699.90 -3.20
HCL Tech 1049.55 -8.90
HDFC 1974.60. 13.70
HDFC Bank 1101.05 7.18
Hero MotoCorp 2532.25 43.85
Hindalco 195.95 -2.05
Hind Unilever 1812.75 16.45
Indiabulls HFL 394.75....-24.50
ICICI Bank 386.60.....-12.75
Indusind Bank 1282.25....-48.15
Bharti Infratel 249.40 -4.10
Infosys 820.70 9.15
Indian OilCorp 126.20 1.95
ITC 236.70. 2.55
JSW Steel 219.55 -1.85
Kotak Bank 1452.60.....-12.15
L&T 1300.70.....-17.30
M&M 519.30 -7.70
Maruti Suzuki 5971.75..-123.30
NTPC 121.70. -0.80
ONGC 124.30 2.70
PowerGrid Corp 201.15 -0.90
Reliance Ind 1179.05.....-26.65
State Bank 274.05 -6.35
Sun Pharma 411.15 -5.65
Tata Motors 124.20 2.45
Tata Steel 344.65....-13.60
TCS 2101.95......-36.60
Tech Mahindra 703.35....-13.40
Titan 1153.20. -7.50
UltraTech Cement..... 3866.30......-36.50
UPL 562.05 5.00
Vedanta 146.15 -3.55
Wipro 241.50 -2.80
YES Bank 54.10.....-10.00
Zee Entertainment...... 308.85......-26.55

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on September 19

CURRENCY TTBUY TTSELL
US Dollar 71.12 71.44
Euro 78.71 79.10
British Pound 88.64.......89.05
Japanese Yen (100) ... 65.88 66.18
Chinese Yuan 10.02 10.07
Swiss Franc 71.73.....72.09
Singapore Dollar 51.65 51.89
Canadian Dollar 53.56.......53.80
Malaysian Ringitt 16.96 17.05
Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES cHennai

September 19 rates in rupees with pre-
vious rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) 49.8
22 ctgold (1 g) 3580

(50.2)
(3600)

TCA SHARAD RAGHAVAN
NEW DELHI

The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) Council is likely to dis-
cuss the viability of a tax rate
cut for the automobile sec-
tor, easing the annual return
filing procedure for small bu-
sinesses and possibly ration-
alise the two different rates
on lotteries at its 37th meet-
ing to be held in Goa on Fri-
day, according to tax
analysts.

“The auto industry is de-
manding a GST rate cut from
28% to 18%,” said Ankit Agar-
wal, MD, Alankit Ltd.

Lower levy on FMCG

“The concerns related to the
automobile industry will be
taken up in the upcoming
Council meeting. The Coun-
cil may also lower levies on
items such as biscuits,” he

Tough times: There seems to be 'no clarity if the slump in the

I

automobile sector is due to high taxes. =s.vELANKANNIRAJ

said. There is, however, no
consensus on whether the
Council will actually reduce
the GST rates on automo-
biles since it is not clear that
the downturn in the industry
is due to high rates of tax.
“While the auto industry
is pushing for a GST rate-cut

at the meeting, the chances
of the Council considering
the same do not seem very
likely as there are several fac-
tors contributing to the
slump in auto sales, besides
GST,” said Archit Gupta,
founder and CEO, ClearTax.

“The declining GST reve-

Nifty falls to seven-month low

Bank majors drag; selling by foreign investors continues

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Equity benchmark indices
lost more than 1% each on
Thursday with the broader
Nifty falling to a seven-
month low and the Sensex
on the verge of wiping all of
its gains in the current calen-
dar year.

The Sensex lost 470.41
points or 1.29% to close at
36,093.47 - only a tad above
the December 31, 2018 close
of 36,068. This is also the
lowest close for the index
since March 1, when it ended
at 36,063.81.

Banking  heavyweights
were the worst hit with Yes
Bank shedding 15.52% to a
multi-year low of ¥54.15 after
a report from Moody’s said
that among the banking ma-
jors, Yes Bank and Indusind
Bank have the largest expo-

Vodafone Idea may gain
from IUC levy extension

A third of earnings is from the charge

PIYUSH PANDEY
MUMBAI

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India’s (TRAI)
proposal on deferring the
implementation of the zero
interconnect usage charges
(IUC) regime, if implement-
ed, is likely to benefit Voda-
fone Idea, as the ailing telco
will get some revenue from
the interconnect fee. IUC is
a cost levied by telcos han-
dling incoming calls from
rivals.

The zero IUC regime was
to kick in from January
2020. However, TRAI cited
the lack of migration on 4G
and the imbalance of off-net
traffic between operators as
reasons for reconsidering
the applicable date.

Vodafone Idea saw its
shares jump 11.93% to 35.44
in a weak Mumbai market
on Thursday.

“Vodafone Idea and Bhar-
ti Airtel stand to gain 20%
and 4% respectively on
1QFY20 consolidated EBIT-
DA. On the other hand, RJio
might see a 15% negative im-

pact on EBITDA if the deci-
sion is deferred,” according
to Motilal Oswal research

note.

“IUC cut-off, if deferred,
will be a positive for Voda-
fone Idea. [About] 30% of
Vodafone Idea’s EBITDA is
led by net IUC revenues and
this was an overhang on the
stock. It will be negative for
Jio as it pays about 18% of its
EBITDA as IUC charges. For
Bharti, the positive impact
is 5%,” according to Jefferies
Equity Research. Jefferies
believes price hikes are un-
likely in FY20 and will hap-
pen once Jio becomes the
dominant player with 40%-
plus market share which is
expected in FY21.

sure to commercial real es-
tate and could face issues re-
lated to asset quality. While
Indusind Bank lost 3.59%,
Sensex constituents — Tata
Steel, ICICI Bank, Maruti Su-
zuki India, SBI, Reliance In-
dustries and ONGC — lost in
excess of 2% each.

Meanwhile, the 50-share
Nifty lost 135.85 points or
1.25% to close at 10,704.80,
which is its lowest close
since February 19. As many
as 43 constituents of the Nif-
ty declined on Thursday.

‘No more rate cuts’

Market participants attribut-
ed the day’s fall to a combi-
nation of negative factors in-
cluding low tax collection,
U.S. Federal Reserve cutting
rates, but more importantly
hinting at no further rate
cuts and unabated selling by

Siemens sets
up medical
imaging unit

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Munich-based  Siemens
Healthineers has set up a
‘future-ready’ medical
imaging manufacturing fa-
cility in the city.

For this, Siemens AG has
made a fresh commitment
of 320 crore in addition to
the 32,500-crore invest-
ment it made in setting up
its largest global R&D
centre here.

The next-generation ma-
nufacturing facility, co-lo-
cated with the R&D centre,
will manufacture diagnos-
tic imaging and advanced
therapy solutions such as
computed  tomography
(CT) systems, based on the
company’s Somatom go.
platform.

Siemens will also make
mobile C-arm radiology
systems and Cios Fit.

Gerd Hoefner, MD and
president, Siemens Health-
care, said, “The co-loca-
tion of manufacturing with
R&D centre is important as
it will enable us to deliver
value to customers faster.”

Liquidity stress in realty a credit
negative for banks, says Moody’s

Altico's default signals cash crunch among developers’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Credit rating agency Moo-
dy’s has said that the in-
creasing liquidity stress
among real estate develop-
ers would indirectly hit In-
dian banks and is thus credit
negative for the domestic
lenders.

“On September 12, real es-
tate-focussed non-banking
financial company (NBFC)
Altico Capital India Ltd., de-
faulted on a scheduled inter-
est payment on a loan be-
cause of  insufficient
liquidity. Although Indian
banks’ exposure to Altico
Capital is fairly modest and

CM
K

accounts for less than 0.1%
of total banking system
loans, the default signals in-
creasingly tight liquidity
among property developers,
a credit negative for Indian
banks, given their significant
exposure to the real estate
sector,” Moody’s said.

“We believe Altico Capital
is facing liquidity constraints
because of a deterioration in
the credit quality of its loans
to real estate developers,
which are facing difficulty in
repaying and refinancing
their maturing obligations as
a result of slowing property
sales,” it said.

Moody’s said Altico Capi-

tal’s default came after De-
wan Housing Finance Ltd.
defaulted on its loan obliga-
tions in July because of insuf-
ficient liquidity, raising
questions about its solvency.

“Among the banks we
rate, Yes Bank, IndusInd
Bank have the largest direct
exposure to the commercial
real estate (CRE) sector, and
would be susceptible to as-
set quality difficulties if the
real estate sector continues
to slow,” it said.

Other rated private sector
banks such as ICICI Bank
and Axis Bank are also signif-
icantly exposed to the sec-
tor, it said.

foreign investors. Provision-
al data showed that foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs)
were net sellers at nearly
%900 crore on Thursday.

Further, data from Nation-
al Securities Depository Li-
mited showed that FPIs have
sold shares worth 4,833
crore in the current month.
On the other hand, domestic
institutional investors,
which include banks, insu-
rance companies and mu-
tual funds, have been net
buyers on most days with
Thursday’s buying pegged at
3646 crore.

The market breadth was
weak with nearly 70% stocks
on the BSE ending the day in
the red. As many as 1,828
stocks declined, as against
only 686 gainers. All the
broader indices lost over 1%
each on Thursday.

nue collections also do not
provide much hope at the
moment, either, for rate cuts
in this sector. Further, the
view is that a rate cut given to
boost one particular sector
will lead to other sectors also
demanding the same treat-
ment,” said Mr. Gupta.

The other major decision
that is likely to be taken is ex-
empting small business from
filing the GSTR-9 annual re-
turn forms.

These forms have come
under much criticism for be-
ing too complex and asking
for data that businesses, es-
pecially smaller ones, cannot
furnish.

“The Council may exempt
small taxpayers with annual
turnover up to 32 crore or up
to 35 crore from filing annual
returns for a year or so,” Mr.
Agarwal said. “The proposed

step would ease compliance
burden and subsequently
help tax authorities focus on
big assesses.”

“The industry is also
hopeful that the government
would provide the road map
and corresponding timelines
with regard to implementa-
tion of the new GST returns
and e-invoicing which
should further ease the com-
pliance under the GST re-
gime,” Mahesh Jaising,
partner, Deloitte India, said.

Mr. Gupta, however, said
the government should in-
stead focus on easing the an-
nual return filing procedure
and forms rather than doing
away with them.

GSTR-9 complexities

“We strongly feel the com-
plexities of filing form
GSTR-9 should be reviewed,”

Mr. Gupta said. “The filing
deadline has been extended
for the fourth time. We are
expecting the Council to con-
sider a simplified version of
the form which will rational-
ise several parts of this an-
nual return.”

The other aspects that
could come up for discussion
may be distribution of taxes
between the Centre and the
States, and also the possibili-
ty of combining the two ex-
isting rates of 28% and 12%
for lotteries into a single rate.

“The GST Council will in-
teract with the Finance Com-
mission during the Septem-
ber 20 meeting and will
suggest the formula for the
distribution of taxes bet-
ween the Centre and the
States for a five-year period
starting April 1, 2020,” Mr.
Agarwal said.

GoM holds
meeting on
Al stake sale

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A Group of Ministers
(GoM), constituted to de-
liberate on the terms of
sale for Air India (AI) and
headed by Home Minister
Amit Shah, held its first
meeting on Thursday.

The GoM also includes
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and Civil Avia-
tion Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri.

“The process for divest-
ment of Al is truly under-
way. We are going to take
all decisions in a defined
period of time,” Mr. Puri
said. The GoM has to de-
cide on the quantum of div-
estment, debt to be waived
and whether FDI norms
need to be relaxed beyond
49% before a fresh tender
is floated for the carrier.

“Room for rate cut as inflation under 4%’

Little scope for fiscal expansion, recent oil price rise will not impact inflation: Das

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
With consumer price infla-
tion projected below 4% over
the next one year, there is
room for further lowering of
interest rates, Reserve Bank
of India Governor Shaktikan-
ta Das said on Thursday.
“Today, when we see that
the price stability is main-
tained, and inflation is much
below 4%, and is expected to
be so in the next 12 months’
horizon, there’s room for a
rate cut, especially when
growth has slowed down,”
Mr. Das said at the Bloom-
berg India Economic Forum.
The central bank reduced
the repo rate by 110 bps dur-
ing February and August to
boost economic growth. The
GDP growth for the first
quarter of the current finan-
cial year dropped to a 25-
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Shaktikanta Das

quarter low of 5%. The repo
rate is currently at 5.4% and
there is an expectation that
RBI will further lower the in-
terest rate in the next policy
review scheduled in the first
week of October.

The central bank has a
mandate to keep inflation at
4%, within a band of +/- 2%.

The RBI Governor said
there was little scope for fis-

Telecom body okays 8,500 cr. for
mobile towers, optical fibre laying

BharatNet in TN., Telangana among approved projects

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Digital Communication
Commission, the highest de-
cision making body in the
Department of Telecom, on
Thursday approved multiple
projects worth over 8,500
crore for setting up mobile
towers and laying of optical
fibre, with an aim to provide
improved connectivity.

The commission also ap-
proved a special scheme to
cover close to 12,000 unco-
vered villages in aspirational
districts, a senior official
said on Thursday.

The approved infra pro-
jects include laying of Bha-
ratNet fibre in Tamil Nadu
and Telangana, at an esti-
mated cost of 31,815 crore
and 32,065 crore, respec-
tively. Additionally, approval
was given for setting up 1,917
mobile towers for uncovered
villages in the North East.
“4G connectivity has been
approved for uncovered vil-
lages in North East. This in-
cludes 2,215 villages in Aru-

Yes Bank promoter Morgan

Approval was given to set up 1,917 mobile towers

at uncovered villages in the northeast. =s.rRaMESHKURUP

nachal and 763 villages in
two districts of Assam. This
also includes highway. The
total cost estimates is 32,536
crore,” DCC Chairman and
Telecom Secretary Anshu
Prakash said.

For Meghalaya, the com-
mission has approved 32,132
crore for 1,593 mobile tow-
ers. These proposals will be
now sent to the Cabinet for
approval. The Commission

also approved ‘in-building
access’ by telecom service
providers, in which they will
be allowed to share their in-
frastructure. “We will re-
quest the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs to
issue suitable guidelines to
owners or residential wel-
fare associations to provide
access to all TSPs in a tran-
sparent and non-discrimina-
tory manner,” he said.

cal expansion by the govern-
ment. There has been de-
mand from the industry for
an expansionary fiscal policy
to support growth, which
would mean missing the
3.3% fiscal deficit target for
2019-20.

Observing that the go-
vernment had remained pru-
dent on the fiscal side, he
said, “I think government’s
fiscal space is itself very li-
mited. The fiscal deficit is at
3.3%. There is little space for
fiscal expansion.”

On the external sector, Mr.
Das said the outlook was one
of cautious optimism, albeit
with some downside risks
accentuated at this juncture.

“Volatile  international
crude prices also continue to
pose potential risks to the
viability of the current ac-
count balance through trade

and remittances channels,”
he said. On the recent spurt
in domestic fuel prices fol-
lowing a rise in crude oil
prices after the drone attack
on Saudi oil plants, Mr. Das
said so far the quantum of
price rise would not impact
inflation in a significant way.

Mr. Das said banks had to
take larger haircuts in cases
where NBFCs were facing go-
vernance issues.

“The resolution process
will have to be market linked
and banks and other lenders
will have a major role to play.
NBFCs, where there are ma-
jor governance issues, there,
(the banks) need to take a
larger haircut. There are bu-
siness failures but there is al-
so an element of administra-
tive or governance lapses. So
banks will have to take a ba-
lanced call,” he said.

CDSCO looks to take
more processes online

Aims to boost ease of doing business

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

The Central Drugs Standard
Control Organization
(CDSCO), the agency res-
ponsible for approving new
drugs, clinical trials and lay-
ing down standards for
drugs, has decided to take
more of its approval pro-
cesses and procedures on-
line.

An initiative aimed at en-
hancing transparency and
ease of doing business over
the next two years, it will
pertain to product registra-
tion, quality certification as
also outcome of studies,
Drug Controller General of
India V.G. Somani said.

“They are partly available
presently. [From] process-
ing of applications, interac-
tions with manufacturers or
distributors  [everything]
will be online,” he said.

Except inspection, sam-
pling and testing, the idea is
to take most of the other
processes online. “You can
find [implementation] in
one year itself. But it needs

some time to validate [as]
whenever you start any on-
line system it depends on
the IT service provider.
There can be some hic-
cups,” Mr.Somani told the
media. He added he wanted
to see the Indian pharma in-
dustry increase its share in
global drug supplies from
40% (by volume) to 60% in
three years.

To queries on whether In-
dian drug makers were sub-
jected to more scrutiny by
the US Food and Drug Admi-
nistration and the regulator
red-flagging Valsartan, a
drug indicated for blood
pressure and heart failure,
he said there was nothing
wrong in that.

“U.S. has complete right
to do what they want to do,
procure, reject and term it
as a risk. It [however] does
not mean that the same
thing will be followed by EU,
Japan and India. USFDA has
always been keeping a very
distinct image of itself... we
are not any less stringent in
any manner,” he said.

REAL ESTATE

Credits sells stake to repay debt

To prepay NCDs subscribed by RNAM schemes

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
Morgan Credits Pvt. Ltd., a part of
the promoter group of private sec-
tor lender Yes Bank, has sold 2.3%
shareholding in the bank for about
3340 crore to prepay non-converti-
ble debentures subscribed by va-
rious schemes of Anil Ambani’s Re-
liance  Nippon Life  Asset
Management (RNAM) Company.

“The proceeds will be solely util-
ised to prepay a substantial portion
of outstanding non-convertible de-
bentures (NCDs) of MCPL sub-
scribed by various schemes of Re-
liance  Nippon Life  Asset
Management Company,” Morgan
Credit said in a statement.

Morgan Credits said the sale of
shares was meant to de-leverage the

company. It said total prepayments
(including interest) made to NCD
holders, of ¥722 crore till date, was
well ahead of the scheduled matur-
ity date of April 2021.

The share sale also reduced total
promoter group ownership in Yes
Bank to 15.7%, in compliance with
RBI’s regulatory level of 15%, as
compared to 18% previously.

Rana Kapoor, co-promoter and
former MD & CEO of Yes Bank said,
“With the sole intention of reducing
debt of the Promoter holding com-
pany — MCPL, owned by my three
daughters, it was decided to bring
down our family ownership in Yes
Bank to 7.4%.” As at June end, Mr.
Kapoor owned 4.31% stake, while
Madhu Kapur, wife of co-promoter
the late Ashok Kapur, had 7.56%.
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IS RIPE FOR MARKETING
GAMIFICATION

Millennials and technology go hand in hand. Is marketing keeping
up with this generation?

Social media has transformed how this generation shares its thoughts and extends its influence
over others. Ratings, likes, and comments have given them power to share their opinions and pass
judgment on the things they approve and disapprove. They rely on each other to make more
informed decisions.
To sell to any audience, you must understand it. Millennials are reshaping the way goods and
services are being marketed by staying unresponsive to traditional marketing
tactics. As their purchasing power increases, millennials continue to drive
consumer demand, making it necessary to re-evaluate this generation
and develop strategies for engaging them.
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Tata Motors unveils EV tech to power cars

Company to launch first product based on “Ziptron' in the fourth quarter of current fiscal

CIL's executive hiring
set to jump this fiscal
KOLKATA

Coal India Ltd. (CIL) is set to
hire 7,000 people during the
current fiscal, up by about
17% from an average hiring
of 6,000 a year as the miner
plans to recruit more
executives, a top company
official said. The world's
largest coal miner expects
roles of executives becoming
important with more
modern, automated and
environment-friendly mining
activities, according to the
official. emi

Tata Communications
partners Cisco

MUMBAI

Tata Communications has
expanded its partnership
with Cisco to offer
enterprises a secure, cloud-
based Cisco Webex Contact
Center solution. "This joint
offering is an end-to-end
managed solution with
global reach enabled by Tata
Communications' global
digital infrastructure and
managed services expertise,
which companies of all sizes
can now leverage for
competitive advantage,” said
a company statement.

Zifo opens centres

in Chennai, Shanghai
CHENNALI

Global scientific informatics
services firm Zifo RnD
Solutions has expanded its
operations by opening
centres in Chennai and
Shanghai as part of its
growth plans, said a top
official. “Currently, we
employ 500 people in
Chennai and 100 overseas,”
said Raj Prakash, co-founder
and CEO, Zifo RnD Solutions.
"This number will be doubled
t0 1,200 by 2023," added Mr.
Prakash.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
Tata Motors has unveiled a
an electric vehicle (EV) tech-
nology named ‘Ziptron’ that
will power its electric cars.
Ziptron, the EV power
train technology, can be de-
ployed on any platform of
Tata Motors to produce sus-
tainable and durable e-mo-
bility solutions, which will
be specifically designed for
Indian conditions.

Successful tests
The first product using this
technology will be launched
in the fourth quarter of this
financial year. Extensive
tests conducted over one
million km has been success-
ful, top executives said.

The company is yet to dis-
close whether the first pro-
duct, based on the new tech-

Space for both: ICE vehicles and EVs will co-exist for the next

decade, says Guenter Butschek (right). =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

nology, would be a sport
utility vehicle or a passenger
car. The company said that
the Ziptron EV power train
technology, developed by a
team of 350 Tata Motors en-
gineers over four years, will
be a “building block towards
Tata Motors’ consistent striv-
ing for commonality, to drive

Google services in India
get more local flavour

‘Search in 3 more Indian languages’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Aimed at getting more peo-
ple in India to use its servic-
es, technology giant Google
on Thursday announced ad-
dition of more local languag-
es such as Tamil, Telugu and
Bengali for products includ-
ing Search, Lens, Discover
and Bolo. It added that it
will extend Search to three
more Indian languages by
the this year end.

Google also said that it
will roll out the ‘interpreter
mode’ in the Assistant on
Android phones in the com-
ing months. This will help
users translate from one lan-
guage to another in real-
time, enabling two people
who do not know each oth-
ers’ language to converse.

The U.S.-headquartered
firm is adding more Indian
languages to other Google
products, such as Discover -
Google’s news feed, includ-
ing Tamil, Telugu, Bengali,
Gujarati, Marathi, Kannada,
Malayalam. Oriya, Urdu and
Punjabi will follow soon.

Similarly, Google Lens,
which allows people to
search for information, ask
questions and translate text
by pointing their phone’s
camera at things they’re in-
terested in, will now be able
to translate Tamil, Telugu
and Marathi.

Another application Bo-
lo, a speech-based app that
helps children learn how to
read, will get Bangla, Ma-
rathi, Tamil, Telugu and Ur-
du as additional languages.

economies of scale and to
make new technologies af-
fordable for Indian
consumers.”

Addresses all concerns

The technology addresses
‘all concerns’ for an EV and
comes with an efficient high-
voltage system (over 300

volts), high performance,
long range of 250 km per
charge, fast-charging capa-
bility, battery with an eight-
year warranty and adhe-
rence to IP67 standard
which is the best dust and
water-proof battery system
in the industry, according to
the company.

Executives said that Zip-
tron technology comprised a
highly efficient permanent
magnet AC motor providing
‘superior performance on
demand’. It also utilises
smart, regenerative braking
to charge the battery while
on the drive.

Guenter Butschek, CEO
and MD, Tata Motors, said,
“Our state-of-art technology
brand Ziptron has been de-
signed in-house while utilis-
ing our global engineering
network. At the heart of our

future EV line-up, this tech-
nology will deliver a thrilling
driving experience to our
customers aspiring to go
green.” He added, “Being an
Indian company, we want to
lead the new wave of electri-
fication in the country. Both
ICE vehicles and EVs will co-
exist for the next decade or
beyond. We are working to
bring the EV into the
mainstream.”

Currently, EVs are hardly
any match to vehicles with
internal combustion en-
gines. Out of the 3.3 million
passenger vehicles sold in
2018, the contribution of EVs
was only 2,027 units.

With the Ziptron technol-
ogy, Tata Motors said it was
hoping to usher in a new
wave of e-mobility in India
and accelerate faster adop-
tion of EVs.

Google to set up Al research lab

It will focus on solving problems in healthcare, agriculture

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

U.S.-headquartered Google
on Thursday announced the
setting up of a research lab
in Bengaluru that will work
on advancing artificial intel-
ligence-related research
with an aim to solve pro-
blems in sectors such as
healthcare, agriculture and
education.

“... we announced Google
Research India — a new Al
research team in Bangalore
that will focus on advancing
computer science and apply-
ing Al research to solve big
problems in healthcare,
agriculture, education and
more,” Sundar Pichai, CEO,
Google, tweeted.

Caesar Sengupta, vice-
president, Next Billion Users
Initiative and Payments at
Google, added that this team

Caesar Sengupta

would focus on advancing
fundamental computer
science and Al research by
building a strong team and
partnering with the research
community across the
country.

The company said it will
also be applying this re-
search to tackle problems in
fields such as healthcare,
agriculture, and education.

The new lab will be a part
of and support Google’s glo-
bal network of researchers.

“We’re also exploring the
potential for partnering with
India’s scientific research
community and academic
institutions to help train top
talent and support collabo-
rative programmes, tools
and resources,” Jay Yagnik,
vice-president and Google
Fellow, Google Al, said.

Google Pay

The technology giant an-
nounced a host of additions
to its UPI-powered digital
payments app Google Pay
which, the company said,
had grown more than three
times in the last 12 months to
67 million monthly active us-
ers, driving transactions
worth over $110 billion on an
annualised basis.

RBI revises norms for
concurrent audit in banks

‘Risk-sensitive areas must be covered’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has revised norms for
concurrent audit in banks
and said lenders should en-
sure that risk-sensitive areas
identified by them are co-
vered under the audit.
Concurrent audit aims at
shortening the interval bet-
ween a transaction and its
independent examination.
“Care may be taken to en-
sure that all centralized pro-
cessing centres (business
origination and monitoring)
are covered under concur-
rent audit,” the RBI said.
With regard to appoint-
ment of auditors, it has been
left to banks whether con-
current audit should be
done by bank's own staff or
external auditors.

“The head of internal au-
dit in the bank should parti-
cipate in selection of con-
current auditors where such
function is outsourced and
should be responsible for
the quality review of the
work of the concurrent aud-
itors reporting to her/him,”
RBI said adding that banks
should ensure if any partner
of a chartered accountant
firm is a director of the
bank, no partner of the
same firm should be ap-
pointed as concurrent audi-
tor in the same bank.

The RBI said the tenure of
external concurrent audi-
tors with a bank should not
be more than five years on
continuous basis. The age li-
mit for retired staff engaged
as concurrent auditors has
been capped at 70 years.

TNPL to invest X2,520 cr.
in plant expansion

Company to boost paper capacity

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI
Tamil Nadu Newsprint and
Papers Ltd. (TNPL) has em-
barked on a %2,520-crore,
two-phased expansion pro-
gramme at its Tiruchirapalli
plant, said a top official.
“TNPL has embarked on
a mill expansion plan in its
second unit to produce 1.65
lakh tonnes of paper per an-
num. The company will also
set up a hardwood pulp mill
with chemical recovery boil-
er, captive power plant and
a waste-water treatment
plant,” said N. Muruganan-
dam, chairman, while ad-
dressing the shareholders.
“The first phase, involv-
ing the setting up of a hard-
wood pulp mill, captive
power plant and waste wa-

ter treatment, will be com-
pleted by January 2021. The
second phase for making
paper will be ready by 2023.
After expansion, the overall
paper and packaging board
production capacity will in-
crease to 7.65 lakh tonnes
per annum from the existing
6 lakh tonnes per annum,”
said S. Sivashanmugaraja,
managing director, TNPL.

He said TNPL would have
a capacity to produce 400
tonnes per day of hardwood
pulp, which was scalable to
500 tonnes per day.

“The project cost will be
met through a mix of debt
and equity. We will borrow
¥880 crore from banks and
the rest will be funded by in-
ternal accruals,” said Mr.
Sivashanmugaraja.
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Game for fun, relatable

CHARACTERS

Sonam Kapoor on playing real women
on screen and working with The Zoya
Factor author Anuja Chauhan

SUCHETA CHAKRABORTY

When producer Aarti Shetty
called Sonam Kapoor to ask
if she would consider play-
ing the lead in the screen
adaptation of Anuja Chau-
han’s debut novel The Zoya
Factor, Kapoor responded
with a prompt “I don’t think
anybody but me should be
playing this role”.

Bookish bonds

The actor has had a long-
standing relationship with
the author. “I have known
[Anuja] for the past seven-
eight years. I own [the rights
to her] book Battle for Bitto-
ra. 1 launched Those Pricey
Thakur Girls in Delhi,” she
says. While a love for Chau-
han’s writing has led her to
wholeheartedly support the
author’s works, she explains
that it is her female charac-
ters that she finds especially

FOOD SPOT

RAHUL VERMA

The festive season is upon
us, and there is talk of lad-
doo and modak. But when I
hear about Indian sweets,
my mind wanders off to the
east. One of my all-time fa-
vourites is the Chhena Poda
of Odisha. I got to know of
this truly sublime sweet —
made of cheese curds (the
chhena) — relatively late in
life, and now I can’t have
enough of it. There was a
time when it came to me all
the way from Odisha in a
special parcel. But now
the sweet can be found in
many parts of the city —
including in Chittaran-
jan Park, where some
Bengali sweet shops sell
it.

As friends talked about
laddoos, 1 thought of look-

ing for Chhena Poda. I had \ \

heard about an Odisha res-
taurant somewhere near the
Thyagaraj Sports Complex,
and I pass the stadium often.

PERFORMANCE

Dhrupad music

Sumeet Anand Pandey, a renowned Dhrupad
vocalist, will deliver a lecture-demonstration on
Gauhar Vani, a Dhrupad tradition of Darbanga
Gharana this evening. Dhrupad is the oldest
surviving genre of Hindustani classical music.
Gauhar Vani tradition of Dhrupad is about
spirituality more than musical virtuosity.

VENUE: Amaltas Hall, India Habitat Centre

TIME: 7 p.m.

CM
K

attractive. “They are fun, re-
latable, ordinary. They have
avery typical modern Indian
girl vibe to them — I really
like that,” she admits, noting
that the regular girl with a
messy work and love life is
hardly ever represented on
screen, being pushed out
more often by the ubiqui-
tous small-town girl or the
hyper Yash Raj or Dharma ci-
ty girl. Moreover, having
known the author personal-
ly, she points out, “When
you meet Anuja, yowll un-
derstand that all her charac-

(‘ When you meet
Anuja, you'll
understand that all
her characters are
inspired by her.
She’s spunky and
has this self-
deprecating way of
looking at herself.

ters are inspired by her.
She’s spunky and has this
self-deprecating way of look-
ing at herself.”

In 2010, Kapoor worked
on another screen adapta-
tion of a literary work when
she played the eponymous
heroine in Aisha, a film that
was based on Jane Austen’s
Emma. But adapting Chau-
han’s novel for the screen in-
volved new methods. Ka-
poor says that in The Zoya
Factor rather than convey-
ing her thoughts through
voiceovers which was an ap-
proach used extensively in
Aisha, it was decided that
they would use piece to cam-
era moments, episodes
where her character breaks
the fourth wall and speaks to
the camera directly.

Entertainment unlimited
Kapoor describes The Zoya
Factor as quirky and easy-
going, a film that concerns it-
self with how superstitious
cricketers are and how af-
fected by cricket India is.
“When something is result-
based, you need to repeat
it,” she says alluding to the
central theme of the film. It
is the kind of film that she
has not done in a while.
“The last one that I did was
Khoobsurat,” she says.
While expressing that she
can only work with people
she enjoys being around,
Kapoor shares that she felt
the need to make a light
and entertaining film be-
cause of the present at-
mosphere in the world.

forget about the stressful sit-
uations in life,” she elabo-
rates. She believes that most
young people in India now
need a temporary break
from everything going on
around them and the film
will offer that respite. It is a
film that, “I would like to go
to with my girlfriends and
eat popcorn. And
where I will not have
to think about global
warming and divi-
sive politics for
two hours of the i
day,” she
states.

“I gravitated towards it F s

because I wanted so-
mething that was
simple. This is the
kind of commer-
cial film I'd do
where you can

But preparing for the film
brought its share of chal-
lenges. The actor recalls an
incident where she ended
up getting her hair burnt
when she went to get it
permed for the role.

Weighty issues
She explains that one is
meant to apply a protector
on the hair before putting
the perm solution, a step
that was neglected by the
hairstylist. Although some
of it has grown back since
the incident, she points to
the bit that still carries the
damage. “My hair was my
pride,” she says sadly.

The actor also gained 10

kilos for the role to match
the character’s description
in the book and shares that
although she generally has a
hard time keeping the
weight on when stressed or
working, it has been difficult
losing it this time.

Kapoor hopes to work in
the future with directors like
Shimit Amin and Imtiaz Ali
while also wishing to return
to filmmakers she has alrea-
dy collaborated with. “I real-
ly hope to do a horror film
one day,” she says between
laughing while talking about
her desire to scream and get
scared on screen as she has
not done that yet.

Book to screen:
Sonam Kapoor
describes The Zoya
Factor as quirky and
easy-going
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In search of an Odisha favourite

Even if it’s a bit of a hunt-down, it is now possible to find some good Chhena Poda in Delhi

Last week, on my way from
South Delhi to East Delhi, I
decided to look for the ea-
tery. I stopped to ask for di-
rections, only to be asked to
look out for a Jagannath
Temple.

Opposite the stadium,
there is a lane going towards
the Lodhi Colony Railway
Station. There is construc-

Sumest Anand Pandey

tion work happening there,
so you will see a fence of blue
prefab walls. I parked out-
side the fence, and walked in
(though, I later realised, one
can drive in, too). I turned
right and continued to walk
quite a bit. Finally, to my left,
Isaw the Jagannath Temple. I
entered the premises and
found a small canteen

right there. It offered only
sweets and snacks; for Odiya
meals, [ was told, I had to go
to Dilli Haat.

In a display counter they
had rasgullas (k20 for a large
one) and samosas, or singa-

— »

All that's festive Singara (left)
and the Dahi Vada Alu Dum
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

HERE FR..END.5

.I-U-R N S 25/

F.R.L.LE.N.D.S fest

DLF Cyberhub along with LBB, a local discovery
platform, are jointly hosting a three-day fest
dedicated to honour the completion of 25 years
of F.R.I.E.N.D.S., a popular television show from
the '90s. Starting today the festival will screen
10 selected episodes of the show. The fest ends
on Sunday.

VeNUuE: Amphitheatre, DLF Cyberhub

TiME: 11a.m. - 9 p.m.

Music appreciation

musical recordings.

VENUE: Lecture Room-Il, Basement Annexe, 1IC

TIME: 6:30 p.m.

Tomasz Pajak, a Poland-born violinist who
teaches at the Delhi School of Music, will deliver
an illustrated lecture titled 'Western Classical
Music in the Mirror of Time' this evening. Pajak
will introduce and talk about the distinctive
styles of each musical era, interspersed with

ras, as they are called in east
India 10 per piece). They
had Chhena Goja (R20) and, I
was happy to see, Chhena
Poda (50 for 100 g). Also on
the menu are Alur (potato)
Chop (R10), Dahi Vada Alu
Dum (40 for two; 325 for
one) and Vada Ghugni
(X30).
I asked for Chhe-
na Poda, Singara
and Dahi Vada
Alu Dum. I'd
heard paeans
sung to the
Dahi Vada
Alu Dum -
an  Odisha
special,
which is spe-
cial indeed.
The dish con-
sists of vadas
dunked in curd.
To this, some pieces
of curried, asafoetida
(hing)-flavoured  potatoes
are added. This is topped
with fried sev. Overall, the
dish is different — delicious.
I like the singara, too,

which is vastly different from
its northern counterpart.
The potatoes are small,
diced and fried, sometimes
with bits of the skin, and
tempered with peanuts. The
flour casing is also thicker.

I rounded off my meal
with the Chhena Poda, or
roasted chhena. For this,
chhena is kneaded with sooji
(semolina flour) and sugar.
This crumbly mixture is then
baked. Originally, it was
wrapped in sal leaves, and
then roasted over a low fire
for hours.

The sweet is sublime for
several reasons. It is only
mildly sweet, so you don’t
get the sticky, syrupy feeling
that other sweets sometimes
leave you with. Then, since it
is roasted, it is wonderfully
light. I love its crumbly tex-
ture, and the dark bits,
which add colour and a
sharpness to the dessert.

The festive season has be-
gun. Ring in the Chenna
Poda!

The writer is a seasoned food critic

Hindi drama

The NSD Repertory Company will stage a Hindi
play called Jaat Hi Pucho Sadhu Ki, this evening.
Directed by Rajinder Nath, this is a Hindi
adaptation of Vijay Tendulkar's Marathi play
Pahije Jatiche. It depicts the broken dreams of
the young protagonist, Mahipat Babruvahan,
who belongs to a so-called low caste.
veNue: NSD, Bhagwandas Road

TIME: 6:30 p.m.

Karavalli comes to Varq

On the 11th anniversary Taj's Delhi restaurant, a
Bengaluru favourite comes to celebrate
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Last year, chef Naren Thimmaiah, along with a few fellow
chefs went to Kasargod, in north Kerala, to learn what a
women's self-help group was doing with jackfruit. Inspired,
they came back to introduce several new items on the
menu at Karavalli, ranging from an evening snack of a
steamed batter of rice-rava, jackfruit pulp, jaggery, coconut
bits, cardamom; to a jackfruit-seed stir-fry.

"That's what we do — homestyle cooking, with minimal
garnish and plating,” says Naren, who was on the founding
team of Karavalli, the 29-year-old Bengaluru restaurant
that came into being with a push by Camellia Panjabi, who
has set up and run some of the most iconic places that
serve Indian food.

"In those days Indian food meant a ‘restaurant-safe’
menu: dal makhni, chicken tikka, and maybe a chicken
Chettinad, and then you'd find a vegetarian option with
baby corn or mushroom, whether it suited the dish or not,"
says Naren. So bringing coastal cuisine from the South-
West coast was considered both an experiment and a risk. It
proved to be a success, and over the years, the repertoire
has expanded to include cuisines from about 100km inland,
so those from Coorg and Central Kerala as well as
community-based food.

What has encouraged them along the way, says Naren, is
when people would come, eat the food at Karavalli and say,
'This is great, but my aunt makes it better, after which the
team would get on the phone with the aunt to learn how
she did it.

This is what Delhi eaters can expect from the pop-up:
There's no modernisation, tweaking, toning down, or
ostentatious plating (though the restaurant that will host
it, Varqg, does just this). What helped the restaurant at the
time of its birth will probably help it today: people who
have started travelling and eating different kinds of foods.
Last year they did pop-ups in Mumbai, Kolkata, and
Hyderabad.

The reason it hasn't been easy to replicate it anywhere
else before is that every ingredient for the 80+ dishes on
the original menu is picked carefully. "I was just on the
phone with my chefs from Mumbai and Delhi, discussing
how to source Kundapur coconut (known for its thick,
fleshy coconuts that give great body to gravies),” he says,
explaining that even when a fast-food chain that mass-
produces its food enters a new market they take a few
years to understand how to source to get just the right
flavour and consistency.

Some of the star dishes of 46 to expect are: Crab Milagu
Fry (with pepper masala), Tiger Prawns Roast (in a Kerala
spice mix), Koli Barthad (chicken with Coorg masalas and
vinegar, the chef's mother's recipe), Oggaraneda Aritha
Pundi (steamed rice dumplings flavoured with coconut and
cumin), and more.

At Varg, The Taj Mahal Hotel, Mansingh Road; September
21st-28th; lunch 12:30 p.m.- 2:45 p.m.; dinner 7 p.m.- 11:45 p.m.
SUNALINI MATHEW

UNDER THE HAMMER

Tea for the soul

Healthy Souls introduces
a hot herbal infusion
called Ease Your PCOS,
which contains seven
ingredients, out of which
dandelion is the main.
This tea is said to help in
liver cleansing and
detoxification of the
kidney along with

~ getting rid of hormonal
3. residues. It also claims
to reduce hormonal
imbalance, weight gain,
lethargy and PCOS.

Available a Healthysouls.in, upwards of ¥ 2,999 for a 30-day pack

Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in

Bollywood songs

Saints N Sinners is hosting the Delhi-based
Bollywood fusion band, The Toll Road.
Previously known as Zephyr, the band consists of
Sahil Nagpal as the lead vocalist, Karan Bedi on
the guitar, and Sparsh Sangam on the drums.
Hindi music forms the band's core repertoire, as
they dabble in rock, acoustic, and pop.

VENUE: GF-21 Global Foyer, Sector 43, Gurugram
TIME: 9 p.m. - 11:30 p.m.

A ND-NDE
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We are all
Stardust

Indie singer Nikhil D'Souza’s first
non-Bollywood Hindi single
‘Sitaare’ is a soulful ode to destiny

‘The biggest
of m

career

ettt in,

LT Lt
SWETA AKUNDI mits that to truly establish himself in the
UK, he would have to move there. But while
he is here, he plans to release more songs in
Hindi. “I would like to work with lyricists
such as Amitabh Bhattacharya,” he says.

Another step towards expanding the in-
dependent music scene, and encouraging
musicians who want to follow in his foot-
steps, is his participation with Nexa Music.
Spearheaded by maestro AR Rahman and
composer Clinton Cerejo, it will give a plat-
form for upcoming English-language indie
musicians. These musicians will get to per-
form with Nikhil, Anushka Manchanda and
Uday Benegal.

“Nexa Music is bringing big money into
the independent music scene. What was
lacking earlier in English indie was the bud-
get for great looking videos and quality re-
cording,” he says, adding, “The three of us
have already put out videos for Nexa, and
we will be doing a tour with the other
winners.”

In the vast, vast galaxy, as a thousand stars
look on, an astronaut meets a woman. This
freshly-painted mural at SB Road, Bandra,
marks the release of indie singer Nikhil
D’Souza’s latest single, ‘Sitaare’.

“In the end, we are all stardust.” Nikhil
does not remember where he picked up the
phrase from, but it stuck with him. So much
that it led him to compose his first non-Bol-
lywood Hindi song. Until now, the singer,
known for hits such as ‘Shaam’ and ‘O Guja-
riya’, had been making independent music
in English, released in the UK, with backing
from Warner Music.

English, or Hindi, at its core ‘Sitaare’ re-
tains what makes a song essentially Nikhil:
happy lyrics and soulful rendering. The
song appeals to one’s sense of fate, and the
concept of ‘soulmates’ — that some people
are destined to meet, whether they end up
together or not. “I had the essential idea for
the song in mind. Then I met Pinky Poona-
wala, and over many sessions of coffee, we

In tune Prateek has 3,81,596
monthly listeners on Spotify
alone = spPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Prateek Kuhad's Supermoon tour is pretty much sold out. Ahead of his gig in the city, he talks
about the spirit of his sound, and the value of digital platforms

formed at SXSW in Texas. He even
played at numerous indie festivals
around India. “Festivals don’t let

cold/mess, quietly recorded and
assembled in Nashville, offered a
switch in mood, with upturned lilts

DIVYA KALA BHAVANI and television, has impacted his
musical approach , adding, “I find it

hard to judge that for myself. I

Prateek Kuhad is no ordinary 29-

‘Sitaare’ will be out on YouTube and Spotify on

year-old. While most of that age are
looking for answers in life, Prateek
is belting them out on a stage to
thousands of fans at a time. The
next time, at his Supermoon Tour
which kicks off in Hyderabad on Oc-
tober 10, and travels across the
country through the year (the Delhi
gig is scheduled on December 22).

It is the biggest in his career so
far, he says, adding, “ 'm hopefully
a healthy mix of both nervous and
excited!”

Right from the start of his career,
this Jaipur native has been adamant
about disassociating from the
‘brown musician’ tag.

Now four albums old, he left the
independent music scene behind
two years ago. So ask him about the
indie music scene on an industry le-
vel, and he admits he won’t have
much to say.

Of lilts and live sets

His 2018 album cold/mess — a fun
surprise for long-waiting fans —
comprised the first batch of songs
he had released since In Tokens &
Charms in 2015.

in rhythm. A lot of this was due to
working more with a piano.

More recently, our ears pricked
up at the Delhi-dweller’s work on
Netflix’s series Little Things and
Dulquer Salmaan- and Irrfan Khan-
starrer Karwaan (2018).

He hopes his crossover to film

SUPERMOON TOUR DATES
Hyderabad October 10
Chennai October 11
Kolkata October 13

Surat October 16
Ahmedabad October 17
Chandigarh October 18
Jaipur October 20

Pune October 25

Mumbai December 18

Bengaluru December 20
Delhi December 22

would want my creative approach
to constantly evolve — but that can-
not be a forced change, it has to
happen naturally.”

It is no secret his fans are big on
his folksy arrangements melded
with contemporary beats. But his
messages are universal, often deep-
ly personal. Relationships and ro-
mance are recurring themes, and as
ideologies around those evolve over
time, Prateek’s compositions do
too. “I don’t actively have anything
reflect in my music — it is what it is,
and especially for music that I re-
lease on my own, the subject matter
is a lot more fluid, instinctive, and
organic compared to a commis-
sioned song.”

As niche as his sound is, fans are
not. They hail from various corners
of the country and have diverse
music tastes. That said, he does not
mould his gigs to where he’s per-
forming. “We are trying to take the
overall production quality and per-
formance to the next level, but
beyond that there is nothing
‘experimental’.”

Just this March, Prateek per-

you mould your set — set-list, set
length, stage production, sound —
beyond a point,” he elaborates.
“With my own tour, I can do a lot
more and give a much better perfor-
mance because I have a lot more
creative control.”

Industry bites
While his tour is sold out on digital
platforms in which Prateek’s tunes
are available for streaming , offer an
alternative. On Spotify alone, he has
3,81,596 monthly listeners.

Given his exposure to Bollywood
— in addition to Karwaan, he’s also
done a track with Jasleen Royal, for
the 2016 film Baar Baar Dekho) —
Prateek is lucky in that he has seen
both sides of a prickly fence in the
music industry —one for indepen-
dent artistes and the other for those
with long-term record deals.

“Artistes’ rights are relatively bet-
ter on digital platforms compared to
the older [contracts with] major la-
bel/production houses The demo-
cratisation of arts and music across
the board has been an incredible
thing for the world.”

wrote the song,” he says. The song’s lyricist,
Pinky has written for Coke Studio’s ‘Be-

naam Khwaayishein’ by Papon.

Nikhil worked with musician Rohan Ra-
manna on the song, which he calls “fortui-
tous’, as the two have been following each
other’s work for a long time. “I had the cho-
rus in mind first. So I played it on just the
guitar, and sent it to Rohan. He got the vibe
of the song, and what I wanted to do with it

on the very first listen,” he says.

It was important for Nikhil to work with
someone like Rohan — who didn’t come
from a Bollywood background. “It needed
to sound like it’s coming from an original

space,” says the singer,
who is now trying to
make a mark in the
Hindi indie music
scene. Despite hav-
ing released many in-
dependent  English
songs so far — his last
EP, ‘Simple Kind of Love’
was out a year ago — he ad-

Here and there Nikhil has also been
releasing his English songs in the UK

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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India not unbeatable, says Bavuma

Feels that South Africa can take a lot of positives from the second T20I

SA IN INDIA

RAKESH RAO
MOHALI
Taking responsibility surely
comes easily for a not-so-
young T20 debutant Temba
Bavuma. Minutes after South
Africa’s seven-wicket defeat
in the second T20I match,
the 29-year-old minced no
words in owning responsibil-
ity for the team’s sub-par to-
tal on a good batting surface.

Coming in at No. 3 in the
fourth over, Bavuma looked
good until he failed to rotate
the strike in the later part
and eventually departed for
a 43-ball 49 in the 18th.

“When David (Miller)
came in at No. 5, I think in
the 13th over, we were in a
very strong position. That’s
where we probably fumbled
a bit in our batting cause. At
the halfway stage, I was
thinking 180 at least — that
could be a very competitive
score. But yeah, we just we-
ren’t able to get going.

“I’'m the one to be blamed.
I wasn’t really able to get the
momentum. I thought the
platform was really set for
the boys to go and do their
thing.”

Talking about the Indian

IPL brand
valued at
$6.8 billion

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The US-based consultancy
company Duff & Phelps has
said that the Indian Pre-
mier League’s brand value
has registered a 7% growth
- from $6.3 billion
(341,800 crore) in 2018 to $
6.8 billion (47,500) in
2019. This is the company’s
sixth edition of IPL’s an-
nual study.

The study also put Mu-
mai Indians’ value at ¥809
crore, reflecting an 8.5%
growth in 2019 and Chen-
nai Super Kings at I732
crore reflecting a 13.1%.
Kolkata Knight Riders’
(X630 crore) and Royal
Challengers Bangalore’s
(X595 crore) value has de-
clined by almost 8%, the re-
port said.

The report also said that
Sunrisers Hyderabad has
made steady gains over the
years in terms of its brand
value while Delhi Capitals,
on the back of its on-field
performances in 2019, saw
an appreciation of 9% on
brand value.

Shock wins for
Manav, Ayhika

ASIAN TT

SPORTS BUREAU
YOGYAKARTA (INDONESIA)

Manav Thakkar and Ayhika
Mukherjee created a flutter
at the Asian table tennis
championships on Thurs-
day. While Manav, ranked
163rd in the world, defeat-
ed Japanese Kazuhiro
Yoshimura (world ranking
34) 10-12, 11-13, 16-14, 11-4,
11-9 in the third round, Ay-
hika scripted a 6-11, 11-7, 9-
11, 11-7, 11-9 win over Chen
Szu-Yu of Taipei, ranked
23rd in the world.

Sharath Kamal and Har-
meet Desai, however,
bowed out. In doubles, G.
Sathiyan and Sharath made
it to the last eight, beating
Mahfoodh Sayed Murtadha
and Rashed Rashed of Bah-
rain 11-8, 11-6, 11-3. In the
mixed event, both the Sha-
rath-Manika and Sathiyan-
Archana pairs lost.

Other results: Men (third
round, round-of-64): G.
Sathiyan bt Dominic Song Jun
(SGP) 11-6, 11-4, 1-5; A.
Amalraj bt Mohammed Alsha-
rif (KSA) 11-4, 11-5, 11-4.
Women (second round,
round of 64): Manika Batra bt
Al Xin Tee (MAS) 11-8, 11-9,
11-8; Sutirtha Mukherjee bt
Sikka Suwal (Nep) 11-4, 11-3,
11-6; Madhurika Patkar bt Re-
gine Kim (Uzb) 11-3, 11-8,
11-3; Ayhika Mukherjee bt
Chen Szu-Yu (Tpe) 6-11, 11-7,
9-11, 11-7, 11-9; Archana Ka-
math bt Cruz Kheith Rhynne
(Phi) 11-7,11-6, 11-5.
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Blowing it away: Debutant Temba Bavuma, who scored 49, took responsibility for
South Africa's inability to sustain the momentum after the 12th over. =akHiLESH kumAR

team, the first black African
to score a Test century for
South Africa said, “They’re a
formidable team but I don’t
think they’re not an unbeata-
ble side. With our batting, it
was just one phase where we

Markram,

ASHWIN ACHAL
MYSURU

Aiden Markram (161, 253b,
20x4, 2x6) and Wiaan Mul-
der (131 n.0., 230b, 17x4, 1x6)
got into the groove ahead of
the Test series, with authori-
tative knocks on the penulti-
mate day of the second ‘Test’
between India-A and South
Africa-A here on Thursday.

The duo powered South
Africa-A to 400, 17 runs short
of India-A’s first-innings to-
tal. The home side moved to
13 for no loss, before rain
forced play to be called off.

Markram and Mulder,
both expected to play cen-
tral roles for the senior team,
toyed with the India-A at-
tack. The duo put on 155 for
the sixth wicket, and save for
a couple of leg-before
shouts, never looked in
trouble.

The entertaining stand
was eventually broken by
pacer Mohammed Siraj,
when Markram edged one
onto the stumps. Markram,
83 overnight, brought up his
11th First Class century with
a textbook cover-driven 4 off
Siraj.

Mulder, touted as the heir
to Jacques Kallis' all-rounder
throne, was a picture of ele-
gance. Much like Markram,
he neatly moved his front

let ourselves down and a
quality side like that would
make us pay.”

Looking ahead, Bavuma
said, “I think there’s always a
moment in the game where
we can win. For us, it’s more

about being aware of those
moments and making sure
we’re in the right mental
space to win those moments.
It’s something that we can
work on. I don’t think we
were completely outplayed

- Gip
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Going great guns! Aiden Markram made the Indians toil,
hitting 20 fours and two sixes. =G.p. SAMPATH KUMAR

foot to the pitch of the ball
and presented a straight bat.

As the Markram-Mulder
partnership grew, the In-
dians began to lose focus. Si-
raj and Umesh Yadav often
strayed in line, drifting onto
the pads to offer easy runs.
The short balls carried no
bite, resulting in ferocious
pulls.

Chinaman bowler Kul-

deep Yadav — named in the
senior India Test squad —
picked up four wickets, but
was largely unimpressive. He
frequently overpitched out-
side off, allowing the bat-
smen to free their arms.
Kuldeep was left shaken in
the afternoon session, when
Markram and  Mulder
smashed him for one
straight six each in the same

Maninder delivers for Warriors

Contributes 18 points in the team’s win over Steelers

PKL

NANDAKUMAR MARAR
PUNE

Bengal Warriors rode on the
strong shoulders of captain
Maninder Singh (18 points
from 19 raids) to sweep away
the challenge from Haryana
Steelers 48-36 at the ProKa-
baddi League tie at the Bale-
wadi indoor complex on
Thursday.

Warriors placed second,
behind Dabang Delhi, and
moved closer to a semifinal
berth.

Vinay boosted Steelers’
hopes with a superb display

of agility and balance to slip
away from three catchers,
the Super Raid also put his
team on the verge of wiping
out the high-flying rivals for
the first time.

Vikas Khandola did the
rest as Warriors suffered a
blow, though up 36-24 at
that stage. The latter kept
winning raid points, the lead
was too much and a second
all-out for Warriors re-
mained only a statistic.

Steelers suffered an early
setback, getting all-out to
trail 3-10. The wrecker-in-
chief was Maninder who was
precise and effective in his

raids. He also managed a
Super Raid, slipping out of
the grasp of three defenders,
as Warriors enforced the se-
cond all-out in the first half.

The only moment when
Steelers were on a high was
when last raider Vinay tried
to climb above the catchers
in an acrobatic leap, but
could not escape.

The result: Bengal Warriors 48
(Maninder Singh 18, K. Prapan-
jan 7, Baldev Singh 6) bt Harya-
na Steelers 36 (Vinay 14, Vikas
Khandola 9).

Friday's matches: Telugu Ti-
tans v Patna Pirates; Puneri
Paltan v Bengaluru Bulls.

P

On the prowl: Vinay did his bit for Steelers, but couldn't alter the script. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

in the game. There are a lot
of positives that we can take
forward from this game.”

Easy at the death overs
Deepak Chahar, who im-
pressed with figures of 4-0-
22-2 after three overs in the
PowerPlay, revealed, “I find
it easy to bowl death overs
because, in the PowerPlay,
you only get two fielders out-
side the circle. However, af-
ter the PowerPlay, you get
five fielders outside.”

It may be recalled that in
this year’s Indian Premier
League, Chennai Super
Kings’ skipper M.S. Dhoni
made Chahar bowl his quota
upfront in one spell.

The Rajasthan bowler was
quick to acknowledge the
confidence he got from the
IPL. “It benefited me. Whe-
never you do well in a match,
you get confidence.”

Chahar, among the aspi-
rants for place in Indian
team for the 2020 T20 World
Cup, said, “I take every
match as my last match. At
this time, Indian cricket is at
the top and if you want to
find a spot, you will have to
do very good and, that too,
in every match because there
is a lot of competition.”

Mulder toy with Indian attack

over. Later on, tailender
Dane Piedt hoicked Kuldeep
for a six over mid-wicket, but
this time, Kuldeep came
back strongly to dislodge
Piedt’s stumps off the next
delivery.

Left-arm spinner Shahbaz
Nadeem kept it tight, and fin-
ished with figures of three
for 76 in 31.3 overs.

The scores:

India-A — 1st innings: 417.
South Africa-A — 1st innings:
Aiden Markram b Siraj 161, Pie-
ter Malan ¢ Saha b Siraj 6, Theu-
nis de Bruyn b Nadeem 41, K.
Zondo lbw b Nadeem 5, Senu-
ran Muthusamy b Kuldeep 12,
Heinrich Klaasen c&b Kuldeep
2, Wiaan Mulder (not out) 131,
Vernon Philander ¢ Karun b
Dube 21, Dane Piedt b Kuldeep
11, Lutho Sipamla lbw b Kul-
deep O, Lungi Ngidi lbw b Na-
deem O; Extras (nb-1, b-5,
Lb-4): 10. Total (in 109.3 overs):
400.

Fall of wickets: 1-20, 2-102, 3-
118, 4-136, 5-142, 6-297, 7-356,
8-395, 9-399.

India-A bowling: Umesh 18-3-
73-0, Siraj 18-2-72-2, Nadeem
31.3-6-76-3, Kuldeep 29-3-
121-4, Saxena 5-1-13-0, Dube
8-0-36-1.

India-A — 2nd innings: Priyank
Panchal (batting) 8, Abhimanyu
Easwaran (batting) 5; Total (for
no loss in 5.1 overs): 13.

South Africa-A bowling: Phi-
lander 2-1-1-0, Ngidi 2-0-10-0,
Piedt 1-0-2-0, Muthusamy 0.1-
0-0-0.

Juventus denied, PSG beats Real

v,
.ﬁl.

Kuldeep in transition mode

Need to make the most of available chances, says spinner

ASHWIN ACHAL
MYSURU

Not too long ago, the India
team management backed
wrist-spinners  Yuzvendra
Chahal and Kuldeep Yadav
to carry the mantle of the
white-ball spin attack.

Both have since fallen out
of favour, finding no place in
the squads for the last two
T20I series.

Challenge

Kuldeep, however, has a
chance to make a mark with
the red ball, having been
named in the Test squad to
face South Africa. The
change in format presents a
challenge to Kuldeep, who
has played little First Class
cricket in recent times.

Turning out for India-A in
the second ‘Test’ against
South Africa-A gives Kuldeep
the opportunity to find his
rhythm.

“Playing red-ball cricket is
difficult, especially when
you are a regular in white-
ball cricket. It was important
for me to come here and
bowl as many overs as possi-
ble. There is still plenty of
work to do,” Kuldeep said
here on Thursday.

The 24-year-old has taken
the white ball snub in posi-

¥
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Finding his rhythm: Kuldeep Yadav has to make up for the
lack of First Class exposure before the Test series begins.

= G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR

tive spirit.

“I did well in white-ball
cricket; my stats are good.
Maybe the selectors feel they
need to give me a break in
Twenty20s, and that some
changes are required. I res-
pect that, and I have no com-
plaints. I see this as an op-
portunity to do well in
Tests,” Kuldeep said.

Earning a spot in the play-
ing eleven for the Test side is
not guaranteed, as Kuldeep
is competing with Ravindra
Jadeja and R. Ashwin.

“When three spinners like
Ashwin, Jaddu (Jadeja) and I
are in the squad, it’s chal-
lenging to pick the right

Bajrang loses in a
controversial semifinal

Doing his best: Bajrang, in action against Slovenia's David
Habat in the pre-quarters, bowed out in the last four. =pmi

WORLD WRESTLING

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NUR-SULTAN (KAZAKHSTAN)
Bajrang Punia lost his semi-
final bout to home wrestler
Daulet Niyazbekov under
controversial circumstanc-
es, after securing his place
in the Tokyo Olympics along
with debutant Ravi Dahiya,
at the World wrestling
championships here on
Thursday.

Bajrang’s coach Shako
Banitidis kicked the coach’s
block, protesting the parti-
san officiating during the
65kg bout, which ended 9-9
after a nerve-wracking six
minutes.

Since Niyazbekov was gi-

ven a bigger throw of four
points, he was declared
winner.

Bajrang, the last edition’s
silver medallist, will fight for
bronze on Friday.

Bajrang had beaten Po-
land’s Krzysztof Bienkow-
ski, Slovenia’s David Habat
before overcoming Korea’s
Jong Choi Son in the quar-
terfinals. Ravi lost his semifi-
nal bout 6-4 to World cham-
pion Zaur Uguev from
Russia. Ravi also made it to
the Tokyo Olympics in 57kg
after overcoming Korea’
Sunggwon Kim, Armenia’s
Arsen Harutunyan, Yuki Ta-
kahashi of Japan.

Among women, Sakshi
and Divya Kakran lost.

In the nick of time! Hector Herrera, second left, scores the 90th-minute equaliser. =reuters

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

REUTERS
MADRID

Atletico Madrid produced a
typically spirited comeback
from two goals down to
draw 2-2 with Juventus in a
thrilling finale to Wednes-
day’s heavyweight Cham-
pions League Group D
opener.

Mexico midfielder Hector
Herrera levelled in the 90th
minute with a thumping
header from a corner after
defender Stefan Savic had
pulled a goal back for the
Spaniards in the 70th with a
header from close range fol-
lowing a free-kick.

Lokomotiv Moscow tops
Group D after beating Bayer
Leverkusen 2-1 away.

Manchester City eased to

a 3-0 win at Shakhtar Do-
netsk in Group C at Ukraine.

Bayern Munich’s Robert
Lewandowski scored a land-
mark 200th goal for the club
as it beat Red Star Belgrade
3-0.

Angel di Maria scored
twice in a vintage perfor-
mance to help Paris St. Ger-
main outclass Real Madrid
3-0 in its opening Cham-
pions League Group A game.

In the absence of the for-
midable attacking trio of Ky-
lian Mbappe, Neymar and
Edinson Cavani, di Maria
provided two first-half goals
as PSG suffocated Real
throughout and Thomas
Meunier added a third in
stoppage time.

Last season’s runner-up
Tottenham Hotspur squan-
dered a two-goal lead to

draw 2-2 in its Champions
League Group B opener
away to Greek club Olympia-
kos Piraeus.

The results:

Paris Saint-Germain 3 (Di
Maria 14, 33, Meunier 90+1) bt
Real Madrid O; Club Brugge O
drew with Galatasaray O;
Bayern Munich 3 (Coman 34,
Lewandowski 80, Muller 90+1)
bt Red Star Belgrade O; Olym-
piakos 2 (Podence 44, Valbue-
na 54-pen) drew with Totten-
ham Hotspur 2 (Kane 26-pen,
Moura 30); Shakhtar Donetsk O
lost to Manchester City 3 (Mah-
rez 25, Gundogan 38, Jesus
76); Dinamo Zagreb 4 (Leovac
10, Orsic 31, 42, 68) bt Atalanta
0; Atletico Madrid 2 (Savic 70,
Herrera 90) drew with Juven-
tus 2 (Cuadrado 48, Matuidi
65); Bayer Leverkusen 1 (Hoe-
wedes 25-0g) lost to Lokomo-
tiv Moscow 2 (Krychowiak 16,
Barinov 37).

combination. You need to be
ready to grab your chance.
Of course, there is pressure
because you only get a few
chances, and you have to
make full use of them,” he
said.

Honing his batting

One of the possible reasons
for Kuldeep’s ouster from
the shorter format squads is
his lack of batting prowess. It
is a shortcoming that Kul-
deep is working on.

“I’'ve been working on my
batting with (previous India
batting coach) Sanjay Ban-
gar. I feel my batting is good
at the Test level,” he said.

Sri Lanka to go
ahead with
Pakistan tour

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka Cricket on Thurs-
day said it would go ahead
with the tour of Pakistan
despite fears that players
could be targets of terror
attacks during the six-
match visit.

SLC secretary Mohan de
Silva said they received the
all-clear from the defence
ministry to leave for Pakis-
tan on Tuesday. “We have
the green light from the de-
fence ministry,” de Silva
said.

“The tour is on as we
planned. I myself and our
office-bearers will also be
accompanying the team,”
he said.

Dananjaya
banned

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DUBAI

Sri Lanka off-spinner Akila
Dananjaya was, on Thurs-
day, handed a 12-month
ban by the ICC) for an ille-
gal bowling action. The de-
cision was taken after an
independent assessment.

The 25-year-old was as-
sessed after the legality of
his action came under
question during the first
Test against New Zealand
in Galle in August.

He subsequently under-
went an independent as-
sessment in Chennai on
August 29, which revealed
that he bowled with an ille-
gal bowling action.

Mirabai
finishes fourth

SPORTS BUREAU
PATTAYA

Former World champion S.
Mirabai Chanu bettered
her own record as she lift-
ed a total of 201kg to finish
fourth in the women’s 49kg
of the World weightlifting
championships on Thurs-
day. The performance
boosted her Tokyo Olym-
pics chances significantly.

Mirabai lifted 87kg in
snatch and 114kg in clean
and jerk to get past the
200kg-mark for the first
time in her career. Her pre-
vious best was in the Asian
championships in Ningbo
City, where she had done
(86kg, 113kg) in April.

“We are satisfied with
Mira’s performance. We
achieved our target of go-
ing past 200kg without ex-
erting too much pressure.
She can improve from here
in the run-up to Tokyo,”
said National coach Vijay
Sharma.
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Wollt explains the rationale behind Bottas, Ocon decision

‘The swinging argument for me is that putting the French driver against Hamilton is not good for the former’

FORMULA ONE

S. DIPAK RAGAV
CHENNAI

The Formula One driver mar-
ket is falling in place with
news of Romain Grosjean
staying at Haas for 2020
alongside Kevin Magnussen
on Thursday. This leaves Ni-
co Hulkenberg without a
drive, a result of Esteban
Ocon, the current Mercedes
team third driver, moving to
replace the former at Renault
next year.

Ocon has been backed by
Mercedes, which facilitated
his F1 debut with Manor and
then put him in Force India
before he was forced out of a
drive this year due to circum-
stances.

However,

the reigning

champion opted to stick with
Valtteri Bottas for 2020 and
decided to put Ocon at Re-
nault.

Potential champion
The 23-year-old French driv-
er is widely considered as a
potential world champion
material and was close to
signing for the Renault last
year as well before Daniel
Ricciardo made a surprise
move from Red Bull to the
French manufacturer that
left Ocon without a drive.
Explaining his decision in
a chat with The Hindu during
the Italian Grand Prix, Wolff
said, “The swinging argu-
ment for me was, putting
Ocon against Hamilton, who
has been with Mercedes for
seven years and is at the peak

Right choice: Manager Toto Wolff, centre, is fully convinced that sticking with Bottas, right, at

Mercedes and having Ocon, right extreme, at Renault for the 2020 season is justified. =arp

of his game, is not good for
him, especially after sitting
out one year. We might find

Mission Olympic quota

Annu targets two Asian medals and Tokyo berth

SHOOTING

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Olympian Annu Raj Singh
has two chances to win me-
dals apart from another
chance to win the Olympic
quota place in the Asian
Championship in Doha in
November.

Annu Raj will participate
in the air pistol and sports
pistol events in Doha. The
14-year-old Esha Singh who
had tied on averages with
Annu Raj in women’s air pis-
tol, has been fielded in the
junior section.

Since, Yashaswini Deswal
and Manu Bhaker have al-
ready won the two Olympic
quota places in air pistol, In-
dia will only be gunning for
the sports pistol quota to
add to the one won by Rahi
Sarnobat.

In women’s trap, former
National champion Shreyasi
Singh got the nod after she
was in fourth place, 0.02
points behind Soumya Gup-
ta. Recent good scores of 116
and 117 must have weighed
in favour of Shreyasi, who
will be looking for the Olym-
pic quota along with Kirti
Gupta and Rajeshwari
Kumari.

The onus will be on Olym-
pians Manavjit Singh Sandhu
and Kynan Chenai, apart
from Prithviraj Tondaiman,
to secure the quota in men’s

Vikram in last
eight

SPORTS BUREAU
LONDON (CANADA)
Top seed Vikram Mlhotra,
after a bye in the first
round, beat unseeded Alex
Noakes of England 11-5,
11-5, 11-3 to enter the quar-
terfinals of the Nash Cup
squash tournament, a PSA
event here late on Wednes-
day.

The Indian is scheduled
to play Reiko Peter of Swit-
zerland next.

Three Indians
in quarters

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MANDALAY

Pankaj Advani scored a 5-2
win over Pakistan’s Zulfi-
qar Qadir to enter the quar-
terfinals of the IBSF World
6-red snooker champion-
ship on Thursday.

Earlier, Advani beat
another Pakistani Muham-
mad Ahsan Javaid with a 5-1
victory in the last-32 stage.

Laxman Rawat, who
beat Gao Yang of China,
and Pushpender Singh,
who defeated Thailand’s
Kritsanut Lertsattayathorn
5-4, also joined Advani in
the quarterfinals.

Advani will take on Tha-
nawat Tirapongpaiboon of
Thailand, while Laxman
faces Hong Kong’s Cheung
Ka Wai and Pushpender
will be up against Thet Min
Lin of Myanmar.

In women’s champion-
ship, Amee Kamani will
play Ng On Yee of Hong
Kong in the semifinals.

CM
K

Annu Raj Singh.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

trap. In skeet also, the res-
ponsibility will be in the
hands of able men, Olym-
pian Mairaj Ahmad Khan,
Asian champion Angad Vir
Singh Bajwa and Smit Singh.

Second Olympic quota
Deepak Kumar along with
Yash Vardhan and Kiran An-
kush Jadhav will try to win
the second Olympic quota in
men’s air rifle.

Olympian Chain Singh,
the young Aishwarya Pratap
Singh Tomar and Parul Ku-
mar will go for the second
Olympic quota, to the one
won by Sanjeev Rajput in
Rio, in the rifle 3-position
event.

India has bright chances

in men's rapid fire pistol,
thanks in particular to the ef-
ficiency of Anish Bhanwala
and Adarsh Singh.

India will also be fielding
junior and youth shooters in
all the events meant for
them.

The team in Olympic events:
Men: Air pistol: Saurabh
Chaudhary, Abhishek Verma,
Sharvan Kumar.

Rapid fire pistol: Anish Bhan-
wala, Bhavesh Shekhawat,
Adarsh Singh.

Air rifle: Deepak Kumar, Yash
Vardhan, Kiran Ankush Jadhav.
MQS: Divyansh Singh Panwar,
Sanjeev Rajput.

Rifle 3-position: Parul Kumar,
Chain Singh, Aishwarya Pratap
Singh Tomar. MQS: Sanjeev
Rajput.

Trap: Manavijit Singh Sandhu,
Kynan  Chenai, Prithviraj
Tondaiman.

Skeet: Angad Vir Singh Bajwa,
Smit Singh, Mairaj Ahmad
Khan.

Women: Air pistol: Yashaswini
Singh Deswal, Manu Bhaker,
Annu Raj Singh.

Sports pistol: Annu Raj Singh,
Chinki Yadav, Neeraj Kaur.
MQS: Rahi Sarnobat, Manu
Bhaker.

Air rifle: Anjum Moudgil, Apur-
vi Chandela, Elavenil Valarivan.
MQS: Mehuli Ghosh.

Rifle 3-posiiton: Tejaswini Sa-
want, Gaayathri Nithyanan-
dam, Kajal Saini.

Trap: Kirti Gupta, Rajeshwari
Kumari, Shreyasi Singh. MQS:
Soumya Gupta.

Skeet: Ganemat Sekhon, Saniya
Sheikh, Darshna Rathore.

the story exciting and proba-
bly he(Ocon) would have

one guy who ever did well
against a superstar and that
done well but there is only ~was Lewis Hamilton himself

Ramkumar advances

INDIANS ABROAD

SPORTS BUREAU
GLASGOW (UNITED KINGDOM)

Ramkumar  Ramanathan
cruised past Botic van de
Zandschulp of the Nether-
lands 6-4, 6-1 in the pre-
quarterfinals of the 46,600
Challenger in Glasgow on
Thursday.

The fifth-seeded Ramku-
mar converted four of five
breakpoints that he forced,
and did not face a break-

point, in reaching the
quarterfinals.

Prajnesh bows out
Meanwhile, second seed

Prajnesh Gunneswaran was
beaten 5-7, 7-5, 6-4 by En-
rique Lopez Pere of Spain in
the pre-quarterfinals of the
$162,480 Challenger tennis
tournament in Kaohsiung,
Chinese Taipei.

Prajnesh collected $2,580
and 10 ATP points.

In the ATP Tour event in
St. Petersburg, Divij Sharan
and Igor Zelenay of Svloakia
beat the third seeds Marcelo
Demoliner and Matwe Mid-
delkoop 3-6, 6-2, 10-5 in the
doubles pre-quarterfinals.
The results: $1,248,645 ATP,
St. Petersburg, Russia: First
round: Igor Zelenay (Svk) & Di-
vij Sharan bt Marcelo Demolin-
er (Bra) & Matwe Middelkoop
(Ned) 3-6, 6-2, [10-5].
€586,140 ATP, Metz, France:
First round: Gerard Granollers
& Marcel Granollers (Esp) bt
Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela

(Mex) & Purav Raja 6-3, 6-4.
$162,480 Challenger, Kaohsi-
ung, Chinese Taipei: Second
round: Enrique Lopez Perez
(Esp) bt Prajnesh Gunneswaran
5-7, 7-5, 6-4. Doubles: First
round: Chun-Hsin Tseng &
Tung-Lin Wu (Tpe) bt Sriram
Balaji & Vishnu Vardhan 6-4,
7-6(6).

€46,600 Challenger, Glasgow,
United Kingdom: Second
round: Ramkumar Ramanathan
bt Botic van de Zandschulp
(Ned) 6-4, 6-2; Second round:
Ramkumar Ramanathan bt Al-
tug Celikbilek (Tur) 6-4, 6-2.
$15,000 ITF men, Nanchang,
China: Second round: Ryota
Tanuma (Jpn) bt Prithvi Sekhar
6-0, 6-0; Kaza Vinayak Sharma
bt Pol Wattanakul (Tha) 6-0,
6-4; Dusty Boyer (US) bt Ani-
rudh Chandrasekar 6-1, 7-5.
Doubles: Quarterfinals: Luca
Castelnuovo (Sui) & Anirudh
Chandrasekar bt Pol Wattana-
kul (Tha) & Nitin Kumar Sinha
6-2, 6-2.

$15,000 ITF men, Cairo,
Egypt: Second round: Edoardo
Lavagno (Ita) bt Dhruv Sunish
6-3, 6-4.

$15,000 ITF men, Antalya,
Turkey: Quarterfinals: Kelsey
Stevenson (Can) & Adil Kalyan-
pur bt Lasse Muscheites & Sse-
bastian Prechtel (Ger) 6-4,
3-6, [10-7].

$25,000 ITF women, Roe-
hampton, Britain: Second
round: Emily Appleton & Emily
Arbuthnott (GBR) bt Julia Ter-
ziyska (Bul) & Prarthana Thom-
bare 6-4, 6-3.

$15,000 ITF women, Anning,
China: Doubles: Quarterfinals:
Oleksandra Oliynykova (Cro) &
Sowjanya Bavisetti bt Jiaxi lu &
Dan Ni Wang (Chn) 3-6, 6-3,
[10-3].

Ashique Kuruniyan — fast and furious

Skipper Sunil Chhetri feels India has a potential superstar in its ranks

N. SUDARSHAN

BENGALURU

Ashique Kuruniyan has al-
ways wanted to don the co-
lours of Bengaluru FC. “I
came here with the India
U-19 team [in 2014-15] for a
few friendlies against BFC,”
he recollects. “I was not in
the starting XI and didn’t get
much time. Three players
from our team later signed
for BFC. I had hoped they
would select me, but it didn’t
happen.”

Four years since, with his
stock in India at its highest,
the exciting 22-year-old win-
ger has had his wish fulfilled,
putting pen to paper on a
four-year deal. “Some of In-
dia’s best players are here.
We know how good the
coach is and we are the de-
fending champions. It’s a
dream come true,” he says.

Humble beginning

But growing up, none of this
even figured in his thoughts.
Hailing from a humble fami-
ly in Malappuram, Kerala, he
dropped out of school early
and on occasions even
worked in a sugarcane shop
to help his family.

“My brothers helped me a
lot. In Kerala you have to stu-
dy till 12th. Everything else
comes later. But if you end
up studying till 12th and then
start playing, it won’t work.
My family supported me ful-
ly. Even minor financial trou-
bles, they helped out.”

Though a natural athlete,
Kuruniyan became a foot-
baller only by chance. “I
used to be a sprinter. I was
first in my school and dis-

Making a mark: T-hough a natural athlete, Kuruniyan bec'ame a
footballer only by chance. =m.vebHan

trict. But my school once
needed a left-winger. So my
PE teacher told me, ‘just like
how you run 100m, run here
and cross the ball’ That is
how it started.”

“My only dream then was
to play for the district team.
It might not seem big now,
but it was important for me.
Now when you dream, it
might be about playing

abroad, playing in the ISL,
etc. But back then it was just
about the district team.
Then it became the State
team, then Pune FC, then
National U-19 team and so
on.”

In particular, Kuruniyan
picks those years in Kerala’s
famed seven-a-side tourna-
ments as being central to his
development. “I learnt to

(f’) My brothers helped

me a lot. My family
supported me fully.
Even minor financial
troubles, they
helped out

play tough. There are no red
cards there. Only yellow. The
referee doesn’t even have a
red card. It is very rough and
you get hit a lot. Initially
there was a lot of fear — of
getting hit by the elbow, etc.

So I had to become
stronger.”
Different pressures

The pressures in the ISL,
though, will be of a different
kind. A potential attacking
trident at BFC featuring him,
Sunil Chhetri and Udanta
Singh, has already raised ex-
pectations. It is something
fans have already had a
glimpse of in the Indian Na-
tional team, where Kuruni-
yan has been capped close to
a dozen times.

Luck to the opponents

“I can just say all the best to
all the full-backs who are go-
ing to play against us,” Chhe-
tri says. “Ashique is naive...
in the sense that he doesn’t
understand what pressure
is. Tell him ‘do this, this,
this,” and he will do that. As
raw as he is, he is just pure
talent.”

“He is fast and powerful
and is scared of no one.

“He just plays with the
motive of going forward. If
he does what we think he
can do and learns quickly,
you will see a proper super-
star for the country.”

(in 2007 vs double champion
Fernando Alonso at McLa-
ren). All the other (drivers)
needed time.

So I don’t want to risk his
(Ocon) career and I don’t
want to risk him trying to do
something to win against Le-
wis. That was the tipping
point.”

Perfect place to grow
The move to Renault, Wolff
felt, gave Ocon the perfect
place to grow, saying, “He
can progress and benchmark
himself against Daniel Ric-
ciardo in a works team envi-
ronment. He will be in the
French team and it is very
positive.”

When asked about Bottas,
Wolff felt that the Finn had
also improved his game and

brought harmony to the
team. “We have seen great
performances from Valtteri
and his improvement slope is
impressive. And you have to
give him that because he is
going against the best driver
of modern time and he is
able to put a fight quite often,
especially in qualifying.”

“It is a very good mix we
have. Both are very good
drivers and the dynamic is
positive. We are able to deve-
lop the team and develop
critically while the exchang-
es between drivers are
good.”

Harmony is something To-
to Wolff would want especial-
ly after the three acrimo-
nious years with Nico
Rosberg and Hamilton find-
ing themselves in some con-

troversy or the other during
2014-16.

Handling two stars
Talking about those years,
Wolff shares the challenge of
handling two stars. “The
problem was we didn’t un-
derstand the dynamics bet-
ween them. They knew each
other longer than we knew
them. They were childhood
companions. Racing from
karting against each other
and going through junior for-
mulae together. So there was
a lot of baggage from back
then.”

“For us, it was very diffi-
cult to understand the dy-
namic. So from a rivalry, it
escalated to controversy and
that was not a good situation
within the team.”

“The beginning of a very
exciting era for Australia

Way to go, mate! Australia captain Tim Paine, right, was all praise for the injured
Peter Siddle's work ethic. =arp

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SYDNEY

Captain Tim Paine has pred-
icted a “very exciting era”
for Australian cricket after
the team retained the Ashes
against England, while re-
vealing he broke his thumb
in the final Test.

“I'm looking forward to
Australia seeing how far
we’ve come this summer,”
Paine said in a column for
The Australian newspaper,
referring to upcoming home
Tests against Pakistan and
New Zealand.

“Last year we were a bit
lost and were finding our
way,” he said after the side
struggled in the wake of the

ball-tampering scandal in
South Africa.

“I know we have found it
now and I am confident this
group is the beginning of a
very exciting era in Austra-
lian cricket.

“We’ve got the best bow-
ling attack in the world and
the basis for a great batting
line-up.”

A freak
Paine called Smith “a freak”
while also praising Marnus
Labuschagne as having “a
huge future” after he too en-
joyed a stellar tour with the
bat.

But he revealed the last
Test was a struggle for him-

self and fast bowler Peter
Siddle.

“My thumb was broken
towards the end of that Test
but it is not displaced, so I
should be right back into
training early,” said Paine,
while praising workhorse
Siddle who was battling a
hip injury.

“He has copped a bit of
criticism for not bowling as
well as... we know he can,
but the team knows just how
heroic he was. A lot of other
people wouldn’t have bow-
led again in the match, but
he pushed on because he
didn’t want to leave Josh Ha-
zlewood and Pat Cummins
to do extra work,” he said.
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“More than 80% of our students found the
STEP programme to be helpful. It not just
improved their overall communication skill;
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TV PICKS

Badminton: China Open,
Star Sports 2 (SD & HD), 9

a.m.

Rugby World Cup: Sony Ten
2 (SD & HD), 4.30 p.m.
World wrestling: Sony Ten 3
(SD & HD), 4.30 p.m.

T20 tri-series: Star Sports
Select 2 (SD & HD), 6 p.m.
PKL: Star Sports 1& 2 (SD &
HD), 7.30 p.m.

Premier League: Star Sports
Select 1(SD & HD), 12.30 a.m.

(Saturday)
Serie A: Sony Ten 2 (SD &
HD), 12.30 a.m. (Saturday)

IN BRIEF

Genzebe Dibaba

out of Worlds

PARIS

Genzebe Dibaba, the 2015
champion and World record
holder in the women's
1,500m, will miss the World
Championships, to be held
from Sept. 27, due to a foot
injury, the Ethiopian said on
Instagram. arp

Kohli to stay as

RCB captain

BENGALURU

Mike Hesson and Simon
Katich, the Director of Cricket
Operations at Royal
Challengers Bangalore and
the head coach respectively,
made it clear here on
Thursday that Kohli would
continue as leader despite the
team'’s poor showing over the
last three seasons.

Suraj stops Kunal, meets
Ishaque in final

LUDHIANA:

Suraj Prabodh brought an end
to the fine run of qualifier and
top seed Kunal Anand with a
6-1, 7-6(4) defeat in the
semifinals of the ¥250,000
AITA men's ranking tennnis
tournament at the Harvest
Tennis Academy, Jassowal, on
Thursday.

In the final, Suraj will play
second seed Ishaque Egbal
who beat fourth seed Jatin
Dahiya 6-1, 7-5.

In the doubles final, top
seeds Mohit Mayur and
Ishaque Egbal beat the Sood
twins, Chandril and Lakshit,
10-5 in the super tie-break.

TN, Railways

in last four

PASIGHAT (ARUNACHAL)

Kamala Devi slotted in six
goals as Railways thrashed
Himachal Pradesh 12-0 in the
quarterfinals of the senior
National women's football on
Thursday. A brace each by R.
Ranjitha and R. Pandiselvi
enabled TN beat MP 4-2.

India slips to 104th spot
in FIFA rankings

ZURICH

The Indian football team
slipped a place to 104th spot
in the latest FIFA rankings
released on Thursday.

Oh no! Sindhu squandered a one-game advantage against Pornpawee. =REUTERS

Sindhu loses her way

Sai Praneeth enters the quarterfinals

CHINA OPEN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANGZHOU

Reigning World champion
PV. Sindhu made an early
exit from the China Open
but B. Sai Praneeth kept the
Indian flag flying with a
hard-fought straight-game
win to reach the quarterfi-
nals here on Thursday.

Sindhu, an Olympic silver
medallist, squandered a
first-game advantage to go
down 1221, 21-13, 21-19 to
Thailand’s Pornpawee Cho-
chuwong in a women’s pre-
quarterfinals that lasted 58
minutes here.

Praneeth, who had
claimed a bronze medal at
Basel, edged out China’s Lu
Guang Zu 21-19, 21-19 to set
up a meeting against Indo-
nesian seventh seed Antho-
ny Sinisuka Ginting.

Ginting beat India’s P.
Kashyap 23-21, 15-21, 21-12 in
a thrilling contest.

Double whammy

Doubles specialist Satwiksai-
raj Rankireddy also had a
dismal day as he suffered
twin defeats, losing both the
men’s doubles and mixed
doubles pre-quarterfinals.

In men’s doubles, Satwik
and Chirag Shetty, ranked
15th in the world, ran out of
steam after a decent start
against fourth-seeded Japa-
nese pair of Takeshi Kamura
and Keigo Sonoda and went
down 19-21, 8-21.

Satwik then paired up
with Ashwini Ponanappa
but the duo couldn’t get past
Yuki Kaneko and Misaki Mat-
sutomo, losing 11-21, 21-16, 12-
21 to the Japanese pair.

Ashwini also tasted defeat
with N. Sikki Reddy, 1221, 17-
21, to second-seeded Japa-

nese pair of Misaki Matsuto-
mo and Ayaka Takahashi.

Sindhu, who came into
the match with a 3-0 head-
to-head against Pornpawee,
dominated the first game as
she lead 7-1, but the Thai re-
duced the deficit to 10-11 at
the break.

However, Sindhu reeled
off eight straight points after
the interval to jump to 19-10
and eventually sealed the
first game comfortably.

Changing gears

In the second game, Pornpa-
wee changed gears and
came up trumps. The decid-
er started on an even note,
but Sindhu held an 11-7 cush-
ion at the break.

However, Pornpawee
kept breathing down Sind-
hu’s neck and slowly moved
to 15-19. From there, the Thai
shuttler blasted six points to
leave the Indian shocked.

Peerless inches closer to the crown

CFL

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

Peerless SC moved another
step closer to claiming its
first crown in the Calcutta
Football League’s premier
division ‘A’, downing Bhowa-
nipur FC 2-0 in its eighth
outing of the league on
Thursday.

The win took Peerless to
17 points from eight match-
es, giving it a point’s lead
ahead of its closest challen-
ger Mohammedan Sporting,
which beat defending cham-
pion Mohun Bagan 3-2.

Sporting has 16 points but
has played a match more
than Peerless. Having beaten
both Bagan and East Bengal
earlier, Peerless’ final big
challenge will be against
Sporting.

With just two rounds to go
for most teams in the top
half of the standings, the
chances of any team nudg-
ing Peerless out of the title
race is dwindling. East Ben-
gal, which lies fourth with 14
points from eight matches,
remains the only side with a
realistic chance of catching
up with Peerless which has
three games on hand.

Peerless took command

early, hoisting the lead in the
14th minute through its Gha-
naian attacker Edmond Pe-
prah. The second-placed
Bhowanipur, too, had its
share of chances, but Peer-
less goalkeeper James Kith-
an made quite a few saves in
the second half. Jiten Murmu
scored the second in the
58th minute.
The result: Peerless SC 2 (Ed-
mond Peprah 14, Jiten Murmu
58) bt Bhowanipur Club O; Mo-
hammedan Sporting 3 (Kareem
Omolaja 7, Tirthankar Sarkar 10,
John Chidi 61) bt Mohun Bagan
2 (Joseba Beitia 24, Salva Cha-
morro 70).

[ndian boxing looking up again

Panghal and Kaushik bring in fresh hope

Y.B. SARANGI
KOLKATA

Twenty-three-year-old sol-
diers Amit Panghal and Man-
ish Kaushik — who advanced
to the semifinals to ensure
medals and help the country
achieve its best-ever perfor-
mance in the men’s World
boxing championships in
Ekaterinburg, Russia, on
Wednesday — presented the
story of India’s steady rise in
the sport.

After Vijender Singh’s
World and Olympic medal
winning performances, In-
dian boxing suffered four
years of ignominy due to
factionalism.

India, which had gathered
only four bronze medals in
the history of the event,

once again looked like a
force to reckon with thanks
to Panghal and Kaushik’s
good work.

While Panghal, an Asian
Games and Asian champion-
ships gold medal winner,
was one of the top conten-
ders for a medal, Kaushik,
who had claimed a silver in
the 2018 Commonwealth
Games, had a relatively low
profile — known as Worlds
medallist and former Asian
champion Shiva Thapa’s
arch-rival.

Both fought their ways to
be placed among the best in
the business.

Good preparation

“I had no pressure. The
preparation was good. The

Hurricanes will look to
blow away challenge

RUGBY

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

Defending champion Delhi
Hurricanes will lead the
challenge in the 89th edition
of the all-India and South
Asia rugby championship
which will witness the top 12
teams of the country in ac-
tion at the CC&FC from Sa-
turday.

Bombay Gymbkhana, the
runner-up last year, will
look to go one step further.
Strong sides like Army Red
and Maharashtra State Pol-
ice will also be eager to lay

Anas not
entered in
400m

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

He has broken the National
and had qualified for next
week’s World athletics
championships in the
400m but strangely, the
Athletics Federation of In-
dia has not entered Mu-
hammed Anas in the indivi-
dual event. His name
figures only in the 4x400m
relays, men and mixed, ac-
cording to the provisional
entry list for the Doha
Worlds released by IAAF.

Psychic Force well tuned for a repeat in the Maharaja’s Cup

MYSURU: Psychic Force, who is in
fine nick, may score an encore in
the Maharaja’s Cup (1,600m), the
chief event of the races to be held
here on Friday (Sept 20).

False rails (width about 3m from
1,600m to the winning post) will
be in position.

RANGANATHITTU PLATE (DIV.

11), (1,200m), rated 20 to 45, 2-
00 p.m.: 1. Power Of Shambhala
(12) Rayan 60, 2. Sky Jasmine (8)
Rajesh K 59, 3. Florencia (9)
Chetan G 58.5, 4. Papadokia (5)
Arshad 58, 5. Birthday Babe (2)
Sai Kiran 57.5, 6. Chilly Breeze
(10) Darshan 57, 7. Hananiah (3) S.
Shareef 57, 8. Intrepid Warrior (7)
I. Chisty 57, 9. Ispelldangertoall
(1) Janardhan P 57, 10. Masters
Mind (6) L. Prashant 57, 11. The
Corporal (4) Zervan 57 and 12.
Cashmere (11) M. Naveen 56.5.

1. THE CORPORAL, 2. PAPADOKIA,
3. BIRTHDAY BABE

SHIMSHA PLATE (1,100m),
rated 00 to 25, 2-30: 1. Aro-
matic (3) Nazar Alam 62.5, 2.
Ayahuasca (1) S. Shareef 62.5, 3.
Poker Queen (11) Madhu Babu
60.5, 4. Brave Admiral (8) Rajesh
K 59, 5. Honey Queen (5) Sai
Kiran 58, 6. Swiss Bay (12) R.
Anand 58, 7. Safe Bet (10) I.
Chisty 57, 8. Velvet Rose (9) H.
Rahul 57, 9. Golden Cruise (4) Ar-
shad 55, 10. Jamais Vu (7) Chotu
Jaiswar 52.5, 11. Oro Plata (6) Ir-
van 50.5 and 12. Amazing Beauty
(2) Shivnath P 50.
1. SAFE BET, 2. AYAHUASCA,

3. GOLDEN CRUISE

RANGANATHITTU PLATE (DIV.

1), (1,200m), rated 20 to 45, 3-
00: 1. Maybe Forever (8) Rajesh K
62.5, 2. Stars In His Eyes (3) Mark
62, 3. Varcasva (10) S. Shareef 62,
4. Birchwood (9) Kiran Rai 60.5,
5. Donna Rossa (7) T.S. Jodha
60.5, 6. Animal Queen (1) Suraj
60, 7. Morrane Gabriella (12) R.

Pradeep 60, 8. Stari Grad (6)
Dhebe 58.5, 9. My Lexicon (11)
Nazerul 57.5, 10. Ozark (2) Trevor
57, 11. Hafnium (4) Arshad 56.5
and 12. Divine Retribution (5)
Ramandeep Bal 56.

1. OZARK, 2. ANIMAL QUEEN,

3. HAFNIUM

H.H. SRI. NARASIMHARAJA

WADIYAR MEMORIAL TROPHY
(1,400m), rated 40 to 65, 3-30: 1.
Top Striker (10) C. Umesh 62, 2.
Gintoki (11) Srinath 58.5, 3. Star
Atrium (3) Vipin Kumar 56.5, 4.
Lucky Pineapple (9) I. Chisty 54,
5. Wonder Story (8) Adarsh 54, 6.
Beat The Odds (4) R. Shiva Kumar
52, 7. Order Order (7) S. Shareef
52, 8. Arak (2) Shivnath P 51.5, 9.
Electricity (5) Trevor 51, 10.
Heroine (6) Chotu Jaiswar 50.5
and 11. Naval Glory (1) Shiva Ku-
mar 50.
1. GINTOKI,
2. ELECTRICITY,
3. LUCKY PINEAPPLE

MAHARAJA’S CUP (1,600m), 4-
y-0 & over, (Terms), 4-00: 1.
My Opinion (3) A. Imran 60, 2.
Psychic Force (7) Zervan 60, 3.
Kambaku (6) Srinath 57, 4. Mr
Handsome (8) Suraj 57, 5. Star
Baron (5) Darshan 57, 6. Stein-
light (1) N. Jodha 56, 7. Script
Writer (4) Arshad 54.5 and 8
Shesmyscript (2) Trevor 54.5.
1. PSYCHIC FORCE,
2. MR HANDSOME,
3. SHESMYSCRIPT

6 HAVERI PLATE (1,600m),
rated 40 to 65, 5-y-0 & over, 4-
30: 1. Imitation Game (8) Madhu
Babu 60, 2. Australis (4) Trevor
59.5, 3. Super Smart (3) Suraj
59.5, 4. Standout (2) Srinath 57.5,
5. Starry Wind (7) Zervan 57, 6.
Wild Wild Angels (6) Vaibhav
56.5, 7. Aaron The Baron (1) Ant-
ony 56, 8. Reanna (9) Dhebe 56
and 9. Masada (5) Arshad 55.5.

1. STANDOUT,

2. SUPER SMART,

Cosmic Ray runs to glory in 1000 Guineas

MYSURU: S. Attaollahi-trained
Cosmic Ray (Suraj up), won the
Raghulal Mysore 1000 Guineas,
the first classic event of the sea-
son held here on Thursday (Sept
19). The winner is owned by
United Racing & Bloodstock
Breeders Ltd.

Cosmic Ray was racing in a handy
second position till the home
stretch when Suraj, who ran a
well-judged raced race, skilfully
manoeuvred the mount near
300m to gallop past favourite
Thailand and take the honours in
a course record time of Im,
33.65s.

S. HAJEE MEMORIAL PLATE

(D1V. 11), (1,400m), rated 00 to
25: HONEY TRAP (John) 1, Swiss
Tigress (Rajesh K) 2, Senator
(Ramandeep Bal) 3 and Black-
hawk (S. Shareef) 4. Not run: Jer-
sey Storm. Hd, 5 and Nk. 1m,
24.51s. 18 (W), 12, 14 and 19 (p),
SHP: 135, THP: 32, FP: 350, Q:
299, Trinella: 1,727 and 516. Fa-
vourite: Honey Trap. Owners:
M/s. Haider Soomar & Gurpal
Singh. Trainer: Arjun
Mangalorkar.

SIDAPUR PLATE (DIV. II),

(1,400m), rated 20 to 45:
MEMORITER (Chetan K) 1, Cuban
Pete (Akshay K) 2, Girl With Pearl
(Arshad) 3 and Nagada (Sai Ku-
mar) 4. 3, 4-1/4 and Nk. 1m,
22.56s. T31 (W), 12, 12 and 16 (p),

CcM
K

REWARDING EXCELLENCE: Raghavan Narayana (proprietor,
The Raghulal Company), left, presenting the Mysore 1000
Guineas trophy to S.S. Attaollahi, trainer of Cosmic Ray, and
jockey Suraj Narredu in the presence of Mysore Race Club

chairman N. Nithyanad Rao, second from left.

SHP: 32, THP: 45, FP: 52, Q: 26,
Trinella: 221 and 185. Favourite:
Cuban Pete. Owner: Mr. S.T.
Kalappa. Trainer: Azhar Ali.

S. HAJEE MEMORIAL PLATE

(DIV. 1), (1,400m), rated 00 to
25: ULTIMATE POWER (Darshan)
1, Desert Angel (Noornabi) 2, Spir-

= M.A. SRIRAM

itualqueen (N. Jodha) 3 and King
Star (Madhu Babu) 4. Not run: Le-
gend Is Back and Bazinga. 4-1/4, 2-
1/2 and 3/4. 1m, 24.89s. 320 (w),
13, 12 and 23 (p), SHP: 34, THP:
72, FP: 58, Q: 39, Trinella: 295
and 157. Favourite: Ultimate
Power. Owners: M/s. Sharath M.
Narayana, Subash Baliga, Rajesh

Baliga & Girish Baliga. Trainer: V.
Lokanath.

ORIGINAL VEL B. ASHOK KU-

MAR MEMORIAL TROPHY
(1,200m), rated 40 to 65, 4-y-0 &
over: TURF LEGEND (C. Umesh) 1,
Brabourne (Kiran Rai) 2, Stormy
Atlantic (Chetan G) 3 and Mag-
num Opus (Chotu Jaiswar) 4. 2,
1/2 and Snk. 1m, 09.47s. 393 (W),
26, 25 and 14 (p), SHP: 56, THP:
53, FP: 1,714, Q: 777, Trinella:
4,489 and 1,603. Favourite:
Stormy Atlantic. Owner: Mr. A.K.
Jaiswal. Trainer: Rakesh.

GOOL & SOLI POONAWALLA

MEMORIAL TROPHY (1,200m),
rated 60 & above: KING T’CHALA
(Yash) 1, Castaway (Darshan) 2,
Air Command (Antony) 3 and
Gran Paradiso (Srinath) 4. 3/4,
Lnk and 2-1/2. 1m, 09.89s. 367
(w), 21, 20 and 21 (p), SHP: 41,
THP: 52, FP: 789, Q: 539, Trinella:
2,102 and 879. Favourite: War
Hero. Owner: Mr. V. Sathish Ku-
mar. Trainer: Fazal Ul Rehman.

RAGHULAL MYSORE 1000

GUINEAS (1,600M), 3-Y-O FIL-
LIES, (TERMS): COSMIC RAY (BUR-
DEN OF PROOF-CORSICAN GAL)
SURA]J 1, Abira (Win Legend-East-
ern Summit) Neeraj 2, Lady Of
Luxury (Varenar-Oh So Ro-
mantic) Srinath 3 and Thailand
(Top Class-Immortal Story) Tre-
vor 4. 3-3/4, 1-1/4 and 2-1/4. 1m,
33.65s (record time). I50 (w), 16

3. AUSTRALIS

RANGANATHITTU PLATE (DIV.

111), (1,200m), rated 20 to 45,
5-00: 1. Amazing (12) J. Paswan
60, 2. Princeazeem (8) T. S. Jodha
59.5, 3. Aerospeed (6) Nazerul 59,
4. Chamarel (7) Janardhan P 59,
5. Incredible Star (11) Sai Kumar
59, 6. Sadaqat (10) Antony 59, 7.
Habanero (3) A. Imran 58.5, 8. In-
dustrialist (5) Suraj 58.5, 9. She’s
Superb (4) S. Shiva Kumar 58.5,
10. Engelberg (9) N. Jodha 58, 11.
Ruler Of Nation (2) Jagadeesh 57
and 12. Paradiso (1) Arshad 55.5.

1. SADAQAT,
2. HABANERO,

3. INDUSTRIALIST

Day’s best: THE CORPORAL
Double: OZARK — SADAQAT

JKt: 3,4, 5,6and 7; Tr (i): 2, 3 and
4; (ii): 5, 6 and 7.

and 26 (p), SHP: 52, THP: 32, FP:
285, Q: 180, Trinella: 1,103 and
358. Favourite: Thailand. Owner:
United Racing & Bloodstock
Breeders Ltd. Trainer: S.
Attaollahi.

SIDAPUR PLATE (DIV. 1),

(1,400m), rated 20 to 45: DE-
FENDER (A. Imran) 1, Decisive
(Nazerul) 2, Scarlet Princess (Sai
Kiran) 3 and Cavarozzi (C.
Umesh) 4. 3-3/4, 3/4 and 1-1/4. 1m,
23.37s. %15 (W), 11, 25 and 14 (p),
SHP: 75, THP: 41, FP: 93, Q: 108,
Trinella: 609 and 189, Exacta:
1,611 and 395. Favourite: De-
fender. Owners: Mr. Hemant
Dharnidharka, Mrs. Anneka
Darashah & Mr. M.V.M.G. Appa
Rao. Trainer: Neil Darashah.

T. DOUGALL MEMORIAL PLATE

(1,600m), rated 20 to 45, 5-y-0
& over: VIJAYA ARJUN (C. Umesh)
1, Eudora (Irvan) 2, Veni Vidi Vici
(T.S. Jodha) 3 and Momotaro
(Madhu Babu) 4. Not run: Even
Money and Star Holiday. 2-1/2, 4
and 3. 1m, 36.46s. 330 (w), 14, 31
and 17 (p), SHP: 99, THP: 42, FP:
3,289, Q: 1,037, Trinella: 3,539
and 1,517, Exacta: 1,271 and 545.
Favourite: Tashkent. Owners: Vi-
jaya Empire Farm Pvt Ltd & Mr.
Raj Sharma. Trainer: Rakesh.
Jackpot: ¥40,025 (12 tkts.); Run-
ner-up: 2,339 (88 tkts.); Treble (i):
300 (two tkts.); (ii): 670 (carried
over); (iii): 390 (22 tkts.)

their hands on the trophy.
Magician India Foundation,
Bangalore RFC, Ace Founda-
tion, Delhi Lions, Madurai
Veerans, Jungle Crows, Kol-
kata Sergeants Institute and
host CC&FC complete the
list.

The event will also have
the fourth edition of the Wo-
men’s Rugby XVs, which
will have defending cham-
pion Odisha RFC as the top
side in the line-up of eight.
The others in the fray are:
Delhi Hurricanes, Bihar
RFC, Rugby Association of
Maharashtra, Adibasi RFC,
Jungle Crows, Haryana War-
riors and CC&FC.

support staff didn’t let the
pressure affect my game,”
Panghal told The Hindu.

Panghal, who shifted from
49kg to 52kg this year to fit
into the Olympic weight,
worked on his power and
stamina for the Worlds. “The
performance here will help
in the Olympic qualification
event,” said Panghal, who
rated his quarterfinal bout
against Filipino Paalam Car-
lo as the toughest.

National champion
Kaushik, who jumped from
60kg to 63kg, said beating
two-time Olympian Thapa
was a confidence-booster for
him. “I thought if I could
beat an accomplished boxer
like Shiva, then I could do
well here too. I coped with

Yuvan has it

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Yuvan Nandal breezed past
Ayushmaan Arjeria 6-1, 6-4
in the boys semifinals of the
Asian under-14 grade-A ju-
nior tennis tournament at
the DLTA Complex here on
Thursday.

Except for a tricky second
round against the country’s
No. 1in the age group Aruna-
va Majumder, whom he beat
in three sets after losing the
first, it has been smooth sail-
ing for Yuvan.

In the final, Yuvan will
play sixth seed Agriya Yadav
who eased past Vitin Rathee
for the loss of four games.

In the girls section, Pari
Singh faced better challenge
from doubles partner Shruti

NEUFC ropes in Asamoah

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA

North East United FC
(NEUFC) announced the
signing of the star striker of
Ghana Asamoah Gyan to
complete the roster of fo-
reigners ahead of the sixth
season of the Indian Super
League. Gyan, who wore the
Ghanaian colours in three
World Cups, is one of the
biggest names to be roped in
by any of the ISL outfits so
far.

The former national cap-
tain of the Black Stars is the
highest scorer for the na-
tional side with 51 goals, and
played with equal efficiency

for the top Italian club Udi-
nese, where he spent five
seasons. The 33-year-old
striker later played with
French football club Stade
Rennais FC and the English
club Sunderland, before
moving over to Asia. Gyan
turned out for Dubai clubs
like Al Ain and Al Ahli and
played for Shanghai SIPG in
the Chinese Super League.

The Guwahati-based team
has also roped in the Croa-
tian World Cupper Robert
Jarni as the head coach for
the upcoming season.

“I am extremely excited
to start this new chapter in
my career. I have heard great

my weight change well be-
cause of the good prepara-
tion. The acclimatization al-
so helped.”

Kaushik took heart from
his win over Asian bronze
medal winner Chinzorig Baa-
tarsukh in the pre-quarterfi-
nals. “This Mongolian had
beaten some Indians pre-
viously; I was the first one to
beat him. That gives a lot of
satisfaction. I felt the pres-
sure as the quarterfinals was
the last hurdle before getting
amedal. “Now, I have to look
at prospective opponents to
prepare for the Olympic
qualifier.”

Needless to say, the two
will seek to earn India’s first
Worlds medal other than the
bronze.

easy

Ahlawat, especially in the
second set, after having
dropped only five games in
all in the first three rounds.
Second seed Pari won 6-0,
6-4 against Shruti.

In the final, Pari will play
Nandini Dixit who has been
pretty strong throughout
the event, except for waver-
ing a bit to a three setter in
the second round against
the top seed from Lebanon,
Maria Breidy.

Nandini was a 6-1, 6-3

winner over Riya Sachdeva.
The results (semifinals):
Boys: Yuvan Nandal bt Ayush-
maan Arjeria 6-1, 6-4; Agriya
Yadav bt Vitin Rathee 6-3, 6-1;
Girls: Nandini Dixit bt Riya
Sachdeva 6-1, 6-3; Pari Singh
bt Shruti Ahlawat 6-0, 6-4.

Gyan

things about North East Un-
ited FC and the Indian Super
League and I am thrilled to
be a part of it for the upcom-
ing season. I am confident
that we can better the won-
derful season the club had
last year,” Gyan said in a
statement issued by NEUFC.

The foreigners' line-up of
NEUFC: Kai Heerings (Holland,
defender), Mislav Komorski
(Croatia, defender), Panagiotis
Triadis (Greece, midfielder), Fe-
derico Gallego (Uruguay, mid-
fielder), Jose David Leudo (Co-
lombia, midfielder), Martin
Chaves (Uruguay, forward),
Maximilian Barreiro (Argentina,
forward), Asamoah Gyan (Gha-
na, forward).
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Catch a cold and help scientists make new vaccines

Dust cloud from collision
triggered Ice Age: study
WASHINGTON

Scientists have found that
dust spawned by a gigantic
collision in the asteroid belt

Under a new model,

volunteers will be

infected with viruses or bacteria

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

The Department of Biotech-
nology (DBT) is close to fina-
lising three projects worth
%135 crore, involving Indian
and European scientists, to

A CHIM approach will
speed up the process where-
by scientists can quantify
whether potential vaccine
candidates can be effective
in people and identify the
factors that determine why

rules governing clinical trials
in India. The influenza trials
will be performed outside In-
dia, but what we are hoping
to get out of this is learning,”
said Gagandeep Kang, Direc-
tor, Translational Health
Science and Technology In-
stitute of India (THSTI).
Scientists at the THSTI are in-

gators trained in vaccine
development.

The Hyderabad-based bio-
tech company, Bharat Bio-
tech, relied on a CHIM ap-
proach to establishing that
its conjugate typhoid vaccine
— while already licensed in
India — was effective in a
large population. With fund-

trials and professor at Oxford
University. The findings are
to be published in a forth-
coming issue of the peer-re-
viewed New England Journal
of Medicine.

Vaccines traditionally are
made of a weakened form of
a disease-causing virus or
bacteria and injected into

b 4 Jupi develop new influenza some vaccinated people fall volved in establishing proto-  ing from the Bill and Melinda  the body to coax the immune
4gtgvee_H_Mars and J u;ln_|ter vaccines. sick and others do not. The cols for the trials. Gates Foundation and the in- ~ system into making antibo-
mittion years earuer What will make these pro- risk in such trials is that in- ternational consortium GA- dies that create immunity

triggered an Ice Age on Earth
that ushered in a significant
increase in marine
biodiversity. The research
was published in Science
Advances. rReuTers

Amazon to film LoTR
series in New Zealand

WELLINGTON

Amazon has announced that
it will film its upcoming
television series The Lord of
the Rings in New Zealand,
marking a return of the orcs,
elves and hobbits to the
country they became
synonymous with over the
course of six movies directed
by Peter Jackson. The studio
said pre-production has
already started. ap

3 _]

4
Holy hand grenade up
for grabs at film auction
LONDON
Jurassic Park dinosaur skulls,
a Star Wars stormtrooper
helmet and Monty Python's
holy hand-grenade are among

jects unique is that they in-
volve a Controlled Human
Infection Model (CHIM): vo-
lunteers who take part in
trials will be infected, under
expert supervision, with in-
fectious viruses or bacteria.
Such studies, which are be-
ing employed in vaccine de-
velopment in the United
States, the United Kingdom
and Kenya, are being consi-
dered in India.

tentionally infecting healthy
people with an active virus
and causing them to be sick
is against medical ethics. It
also involves putting human
lives in danger.

Ethics and guidance

By November, experts in vac-
cine development, social
scientists and bio-ethicists
are expected to prepare,
with the DBT’s support, a

Two sides: The Controlled Human Infection Model is useful

but brings with it ethical challenges.

guidance document that will
elaborate upon the circum-
stances under which CHIM
trials may be conducted, fa-
cilities needed, the profile of
potential volunteers, the in-
formed-consent forms they
would need to sign and the

UNICEF warns of emerging
threats that young people face

Climate change, mental illness, misinformation are listed

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Protracted conflicts, the
worsening climate crisis, a
rising level of mental illness
among young people, and
online misinformation are
some of the most concern-
ing emerging global threats
to  children, cautions
UNICEF.

In an open letter issued by
the organisation’s executive
director Henrietta Fore
marking 30 years since the
adoption of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child,
UNICEF sounds the alarm on

Young people are grappling
with new challenges.

decline in mental health,
mass migration and popula-
tion movements, stateless-
ness and online
misinformation.

“The children of today,

nology is transforming how
we perceive the world. And
more families are migrating
than ever before. Childhood
has changed, and we need to
change our approaches
along with it.”

The letter also expresses
concern that the majority of
children will grow up as na-
tives of a digital environment
saturated with online misin-
formation. For example, so-
called ‘deep fake’ technolo-
gy uses artificial intelligence
techniques to create con-
vincing fakes of audio and vi-
deo content, relatively easily.
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compensation that can be
offered.

Post the availability of gui-
dance documents, there
needs to be approval from
the Drug Controller-General
of India. “Any such trial will
have to comply with the

Intestinal bugs too

Rather than influenza trials,
India would likely develop
CHIM protocols to study bac-
terial or enteric viruses (re-
siding in the intestine) such
as cholera or typhoid, said
Professor Kang. If successful,
these would serve to create
back-ups to the existing chol-
era and typhoid vaccines.
Experience with CHIM could
help to create clinical investi-

VI, the vaccine’s potency was
evaluated by infecting hu-
man volunteers at Oxford
University in the U.K. with a
typhoid parasite. The results
encouraged scientists to test
the vaccine in Nepal, Bangla-
desh and Malawi among 1
lakh children. The vaccine
was over 80% protective
when tested on the field,
claimed Andrew Pollard,
leader of the UK vaccine

against future infection.
Years of vaccine develop-
ment has shown that fre-
quently vaccines that work
in small groups of people
may not always work in large
populations, or those that
are effective in one country
may not be in another. CHIM
models help vaccine-makers
decide whether they should
go ahead with investing in ex-
pensive trials.

Race begins for international Emmys

Sacred Games, Lust Stories and The Remix from India receive nominations

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAIT

Netflix’s India Original series
Sacred Games, anthology
film Lust Stories and Ama-
zon Prime Video’s The Re-
mix have received nomina-
tions for the International
Emmy Awards.

The second season of
Sacred Games, starring Saif
Ali Khan and Nawazuddin
Siddiqui, has been nominat-
ed in the best drama catego-
ry alongside Brazil’s Contra
Todos (Season 3), Germany’s
Bad Banks and U.K.s McMa-
fia, which also features Sid-
diqui in a key role.

Anurag Kashyap and Nee-
raj Ghaywan directed the se-

Show time“: A still from Sacred Games.

with Zoya Akhtar, Dibakar
Banerjee and Karan Johar.
Lust Stories has been
nominated for the best TV
movie/mini series with Bra-
zil’s Se Eu Fechar Os Olhos

= NETFLIX

performance by an actress
category with Jenna Cole-
man for The Cry, Marjorie
Estiano for Brazil’s Sob Pres-
sao 2 and Marina Gera for
Hungary’s Orok Tel.

ries with Brazil and the U.K.
leading the list. Other coun-
tries with more than one
nod include Germany, Aus-
tralia, Belgium, Argentina,
Hungary and India.

“The diversity, geograph-
ic spread and quality of this
year’s nominees is a testa-
ment to the increasing
wealth of outstanding televi-
sion being created on a glo-
bal scale,” Bruce L. Paisner,
president and CEO of the In-
ternational Academy of Tele-
vision Arts and Sciences,
said on Thursday.

“What a day. 3 Emmy
Nominations. 1. Lust Stories
2. Sacred Games 3. Radhika
Apte,” Kashyap shared on In-

movie memorabilia going major growing and future are facing a new set of chal- The letter warns that an cond season of Sacred Agora, Hungary’s Trezor The Remix is competingin  stagram, tagging Interna-
under the hammer in London challenges facing children. lenges and global shifts that online environment where Games while Vikramaditya and Australia’s Safe  the non-scripted entertain- tional Emmy, Netflix and
this month at an auction that The letter outlines eight ~were unimaginable to your truth can become indistin- Motwane served as a show-  Harbour. ment category with nomi- other collaborators.

organisers expect to exceed
£6 million pounds. Also on

sale will be Jack Nicholson's
axe from The Shining. reuters

growing challenges for the
world’s children including
prolonged conflicts, pollu-
tion and the climate crisis, a

parents,” writes Ms. Fore.
“Our climate is changing

beyond recognition. In-

equality is deepening. Tech-

guishable from fiction has
the potential to totally un-
dermine trust in institutions
and information sources.

runner. Kashyap, who
shared the news on his Insta-
gram page, was also one of
the directors of Lust Stories

Actor Radhika Apte, who
features in the Lust Stories
segment directed by Kash-
yap, is competing in the best

nees from Argentina, Belgi-
um and the U.K.

Nominees this year span
21 countries across 11 catego-

The 47% International Em-
my Award ceremony will be
held on November 25 in New
York.

S Mma
R

BOOK YOUR FAVOURITE MARUTI SUZUKI CAR NOW
AND TAKE DELIVERY DURING NAVRATRA.

SAVE UP TO ?1'00,000

LIMITED PERIOD ONLY ——

OFFERS VALID TILL

30™ SEPTEMBER

ALTO (P) | ALTO K10 (P) | SWIFT (P) SWIFT (D) VITARA BREZZA (D) | DZIRE (P) DZIRE (D) CELERIO (P) | EECO (7 SEATER) | EECO (5 SEATER)
CONSUMER OFFER* 40,000 40,000 25,000 |%30,000+ 5 Yr. Warranty | 50,000 + 5 Yr. Warranty | ¥30,000 |%35,000 + 5 Yr. Warranty 340,000 325,000 %15,000
EXCHANGE OFFER" 320,000 320,000 320,000 320,000 320,000 320,000 320,000 320,000 320,000 320,000
CORPORATE OFFER" 35,000 %5,000 %5,000 %10,000 310,000 %5,000 10,000 %5,000 %5,000 %5,000
TOTAL SAVINGS upT0)* | 365,000 | 365,000 350,000 77,700 1,01,200 355,000 384,100 365,000 350,000 340,000

ITARA

ALTO AaroK IO SWIFT BREZZA DZIRE CELERIO EELO

== D.D. Motors Krish Rana Motors Krish Fairdeal Saya DD Motors T.R.Sawhney  D.D.Motors T.R.Sawhney RanaMotors == D.D.Motors Bagga Link Rana Motors Rohan T.R. Sawhney Competent AAA Vehicleades Prem Motors
S (Wazirpur) (Pitampura) (Tis Hazari) (GT Karnal Road) (Budh Vihar) (Azadpur) (Narela)  (Saraswati Vihar) (Peeragarhi) (Badli) (Prashant Vihar) 3@ (Okhla Ph-1) (Kotla) (Safdarjung) (Mathura Road) (Amar Colony) (Lajpat Nagar) (Malviya Nagar) (Mahipalpur)
=2 27153999 9999159577 9873477744 9999149577 7290009371 47088888 9873563171 9582263509 25963535 9999324333 9711507777 @< 40523000 8826892666 26712222 9560036262 9999563333 8377007979 9971500011 8745887458
Rohan == Magic Auto Competent T.R. Sawhney =5 Magic Auto TR Sawhney Competent Rana Motors  D.D. Motors Magic Auto T.R. Sawhney Competent Magic Auto AAA Vehicleades  Competent § Fairdeal Fair Deal Cars ~ Competent
(Chhatarpur Metro Station) =i  (Karol Bagh) (C.P) (1P Station) ; (Palam Dabri Road) (Naraina) (Shivaji Marg) (Janakpuri) (Mayapuri)  (Sec-20, Dwarka) (Rajouri Garden) (Najafgarh) (Dwarka Sec-13) (Mundka) (Dwarka) 2 (Bhajanpura) (Shahdara) (Gazipur)
011-66764444 =S 9650699556 9582797749 9999399157 E ATTTTTTT 9999137164 9582797748 011-47911111 41845000 9560677777 9873781333 9582797763 9818444481 9650445555 9582797879 E 7290009372 9910894050 8377007977
Baggalink T.R.Sawhney  Magic Auto Rohan Vipul Vipul Fairdeal Cars §< Rohan § Competent Rana Motors Pasco Competent Prem Motors Rohan Prem Motors Vipul Pasco % Vipul TCS Autoworld
(Patparganj)  (Gokulpuri) (Preet Vihar) % (Sec-1) (Sec-18) (Sec-63) (Sec-10) 5% (Udyog Vihar) & (Islampur Sohna Road) (SCO Plot No-322 Sec-29)  (Silverton Sec-50) (Sec-12) (32nd Milestone) (Sec-54) (JMD Sikanderpur) (UdyogVihar) (Sec-18) = (Mathura Road) (Neelam Chowk)
9818199370 9999399150  011-49077777 = 9873501288 8800091555  0120-4824000 9999700944 &= 9971910523 =3 9582797739 4260000 7835003300 9582797711 8750487504 4845400 8750987509 4395700 4012000 E 9999994707 0129-4252525
Auto Nation Vipul Rohan Fairdeal Cars 2= Platinum Motocorp Platinum Motocorp Platinum Motocorp Platinum Motocorp g Rohan Motorcraft ~ T.R. Sawhney  Regent Auto Rohan Motorcraft < Pasco z AutoVibes Auto Vibes Auto Vibes § Rohan
(Mathura Road) (Ballabgarh) (Palwal) (Piyali Chowk) £ (Pataudi) (Narnaul) (IMT Chowk) (Farrukhnagar) ‘E‘ (Mukund Nagar) (Sahibabad) (Mohan Nagar) (Meerut Road) (Hapur) (Modi Nagar) % (Alipur) % (Kosli) (Bawal) 7082010000 g (Delhi Road)
9899596002 9717073300 01275-304100 9582139824 = 9953345311 9053088437 9953345312 9205192634 5 9650100045 9650972222 9582263544 7065191234  0122-2313204 8057692222 “ 8683000956 == 01259-275300 7082100280 g 05732-281900
*Terms and Conditions apply. All offers are brought to you by Maruti Suzuki dealers. Offers may vary from city to city, and variant to variant for all models. Corporate offer value is maximum offer value, and same is applicable to selected corporates only. For diesel variants, warranty amount calculated is of the
highest variant. Offer valid till stock lasts. Exchange offer valid at True Value outlets only. Accessories shown may not be part of standard equipment. For more details, contact your nearest Maruti Suzuki dealer. Delivery applicable for Navratra days falling in September 2019.
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