DAILY FROM: AHMEDABAD, CHANDIGARH,

S ay

NEW DELHI, LATECITY

SEPTEMBER 22,2019

24+6 (EYE)PAGES, £6.00
(T8 PATNA & RAIPUR, T12 SRINAGAR)

SUNDAY STORY  pace 11
Plastic planet

Every minute, a million plastic bottles are bought around the world,
many of those in India. But first, what is single-use plastic?

JUDGE’S RESIGNATION ACCEPTED

Justice Tahilramani
transfer: For Collegium,
‘her short working
hours’ was key reason

Unfounded, if charges serious,
Collegium should move to impeach:
Advocate who challenged transfer

SEEMA CHISHTI &
ARUN JANARDHANAN
NEW DELHI, CHENNAI,
SEPTEMBER 21

THE SUPREME Court Collegium’s
controversial decision to transfer
Chief Justice of Madras High
Court Vijaya K Tahilramani,
which prompted her resignation
and which has been challenged
inaPIL, was based on three “con-
siderations” that raised questions
of performance and propriety,
The Indian Express has learnt.

These are said to have
included: reports of her “short
working hours” in the court; the
manner in which she “abruptly’
dissolved abench; her perceived
proximity to a senior politician
of the state’s ruling party; and
her purchase of two properties
in Chennai.

On September 6, Justice
Tahilramani had resigned from
her post when her request to the
Collegium to get the transfer
order changed was not consid-
ered favourably. The President

Justice Vijaya K Tahilramani

accepted her resignation
Saturday and appointed Justice
V Kothari as acting Chief Justice.
The Collegium’s decision has
come under considerable
scrutiny. In an unusual move, the
Collegium dedicated an entire
resolution on September 12
asserting its case, without dis-
closing any reasons which may
have prompted the decision.
Sources said the Collegium
arrived at its decision after ex-
tensive consultation with three
judges of the apex court who are
from the Madras High Court.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Patients with serious
illnesses falling
through gap between
two schemes: AIIMS

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE ALL India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) has
written to the National Health
Authority (NHA) and the Union
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, pointing to how several
of its patients with life-threaten-
ingillnesses are slipping through
the cracks between two key
Central health schemes — the
flagship Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY) and the
umbrella scheme of the
Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN).

These patients, suffering
fromillnesses such as end-stage
renal disease, chronic kidney
disease, chronic liver disease
and blood cancer, are denied
treatment under AB-PMJAY
since these illnesses are not
among the 1,350 medical pack-
ages defined under the scheme
and hence not covered. But they
are also often deprived of bene-
fits under the earlier RAN
scheme since they are AB-
PMJAY card holders.

In several cases, applications

OTHER ISSUES
AlIMS FLAGGED

H AB-PMJAY rates not
commensurate with
actual costs incurred/
estimates provided by
the doctor

B AB-PMJAY provides
coverage of medicines
post-discharge up to 15
days only; certain
cancer patients require
long-term medication
on outpatient basis.
AIIMS wants these
patients to get benefits
under RAN

sent by the medical institute
were rejected by the ministry,
despite being approved by the
AIIMS technical committee. Inits
letter, the AIIMS administration
requested that a possibility be
explored to accommodate pa-
tients deprived under AB-PMJAY
in the RAN umbrella scheme.
Though the letter was sent by
AIIMS Medical Superintendent
Dr D K Sharma on August 10,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Maharashtra, Haryana to vote

Oct 21, results three days later

'DECISION
42019

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

AMID AN economic slowdown,
and months after its decision to
scrap Jammu and Kashmir’s
special status under Article 370,
the NDA-II government will face
its first test next month when
two key BJP-ruled states —
Maharashtra and Haryana — go
to polls on October 21.
Announcing the single-
phase polls on Saturday, the
Election Commission of India
said counting of votes will take
place on October 24. Bypolls to
64 Assembly seats, spread across
18 states, and Samastipur Lok
Sabha constituency in Bihar will

e
N4

People watch Amit Panghal’s match at his village in Rohtak on Saturday. Gajendra Yadav

EXPLAINED

Second innings,
first test

CEC Sunil Arora with Election Commissioners Ashok Lavasa
and Sunil Chandra in New Delhi on Saturday. P11

RIDING ON the momen-
tum of the Lok Sabha
elections, the BJP is seek-
ing are-electionin

Maharashtra and
Samastipur (Bihar) Lok i Rajasthan (2),TN(2),one then be projected as an
Sabha constituencyand64 | eachinArunachal Pradesh, approval of its decision
Assembly seats — i Chhattisgarh, Telangana, on J&K. For the
Karnataka (15),UP(11), : MP, Meghalaya, Odisha and Opposition, the
Bihar (5), Kerala(5),Assam i Puducherry — to vote on economic slowdown
(4), Gujarat (4), Punjab(4), | Oct21 provides a window to
Sikkim (3), HP (2), . W COUNTING ON OCT 24 corner the BJP.
also follow the same schedule. (CEC) Sunil Arora said: “In
Addressingapressconference, Maharashtra and Haryana, the FULL COVERAGE
Chief Election Commissioner CONTINUEDONPAGE2 PAGEG6
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EGYPT: PEOPLE TAKE
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Minutes before Panghal’s silver,

)

bout & reruns on ‘home theatre

GAURAVBHATT
MAINA (ROHTAK), SEPT 21

THE REFEREE raised the hand of
the Uzbek boxer in Ekaterinburg,
Russia, and a hush fell over the
packed courtyard at the Panghal
household. For 15 minutes
preceding the 5-0 verdict against
India’s Amit Panghal in the
World Championship final of the
men’s flyweight category, the
cobbled 150 yards in front of the
two-storey house in Maina,
Haryana, resembled a make-
shift cinema auditorium.

There had been anticipation
about Panghal becoming the first
Indian male boxer to win a gold
at the World Championships.

First Indian male boxer to
win a silver at World
Championships

The silver he won on Saturday

was historic nonetheless.
Vijender Singh  (2009),
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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SHUBHAJIT ROY
HOUSTON, SEPTEMBER 21

TWENTY FOUR hours before
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addresses the largest Indian
diaspora event in the US, Indian
community volunteers are in-
side the NRG stadium in
Houston — where Beyonce and
Taylor Swift have held concerts

DEEPAK PUNIA and Super-Bowls have been
FIGHTS FOR GOLD AT hosted in the past — as they
WORLD MEET TODAY  make last-minute preparations.

Entry is restricted, and only ac-

- credited volunteers are allowed

THESUNDAYEXPRESS
MAGAZINE

At the Hugo Awards this year, a fanfiction
collective walked off with an award. Is this
the moment of recognition that the
oft-maligned genre was waiting for?

Big fall in B.Tech,
M. Tech enrolment,
professional courses
hit four-year low

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

STUDENT ENROLMENT in
B.Tech and M.Tech programmes
has seen a dramatic fall, accord-
ing to the latest All India Survey
on Higher Education (AISHE)
released Saturday. This hasled to
an overall dip in enrolment in
professional courses, which has
hit a four-year low.

Students pursuing a Master’s
degree in technology have
decreased by more than half in
the last five years alone, from
2,89,311 in 2014-15 to 1,35,500
in 2018-19, according to AISHE
2018-19. B.Tech enrolment fell
by 11% in the same period, from
42,54,919 to 37,70,949.

However, some professional
programmes like MBA, MBBS,
B.Ed and LLB continue to attract
more students. The number of
students pursuing an MBA, for
instance, grew from 4,09,432 in
2014-15t0 4,62,853 in 2018-19.
Similarly, enrolment in B.Ed.
jumped by almost 80%, from
6,57,194 in 2014-15 to 11,75,517
last year.

The government defines
professional education as higher
education programmes that are
meant for students to acquire
knowledge, skills, and compe-
tencies for a specific profession
or a class of occupations. So,
B.Tech, MBBS and MBA are
professional programmes, to
name a few.

Since the academic year
2015-16, the number of students
pursuing professional courses at
the undergraduate level has de-
creased by 7,21,506 (roughly 9%).
Enrolment in postgraduate pro-

PM Narendra Modi arrives
in Houston on Saturday. ANI

to go inside as Houston police
watch over one of the biggest
sporting venues in the US.
‘Howdy, Modi!’, reads an elec-
tronic board that has been putup
outside the stadium, beside a
banner painted onits facade that

ENROLMENT DATA

UG PROFESSIONAL
PROGRAMMES
2015-16  83,87,480
2016-17 ' 88,56,852
2017-18"791,30,519
2018-19  76,65,974
PG PROFESSIONAL
PROGRAMMES
2015-16  18,07,646
2016-17  17,60,502

2017-18° " 18,20,350
2018-19 12,36,404

UG ACADEMIC
PROGRAMMES
2015-16  1,96,17,939
2016-17 2,00,99,177
2017-18 '2,07,72.150
2018-19772,09,30,777
PG ACADEMIC
PROGRAMMES
2015-16  24,46,531
2016-17  25,74,080
2017-18 26,65,820
3018-197 27.28.882

fessional programmes dropped
by almost 32%, from 18,07,646 in
2015-16t0 12,36,404in 2018-19.

The drastic dip comes at a
time when student enrolmentin
higher educationis atanall-time
high. According to the survey,
total enrolment in higher educa-
tion has been estimated to be
3.74 crore, as opposed to 3.66
crore the year before.

The waning popularity of
professional degrees seems to
have renewed interest in
academics, which has benefited
with a steady increase of almost

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

50,000 sign up, Houston set for
Modi, Trump — and a surprise

says, “Home of the Texan”.
Another reads: “We are Texans”.

It has rained over the last few
days, and a tropical storm called
Imelda had hit Houston, flooding
its streets and shutting down the
airport on Thursday. But on Friday,
the George Bush Intercontinental
Airport in Houston was opera-
tional and on Saturday morning,
the roads are clear, the sky is blue
as the sun shines and the stage is
set for Sunday’s event that will
also be attended by US President
Donald Trump.

The event is expected to be
attended by over 50,000 people.
Modi and Trump will address
the audience around 10.30 am
local time (9 pm IST) on Sunday.
Earlier, the plan was to have the
address around noon, which
would have been late for the au-
dience in India. Before the public
address by the twoleaders, there

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

In Bahraich, when children don’t go to school, teacher comes home

ASAD REHMAN
BAHRAICH, SEPTEMBER 21

AT 7.45 am on a Tuesday morn-
ing, Devanand, a Class 3 student
of the government primary
school at Yadavpur village in
Uttar Pradesh’s Bahraich district,
walks in with measured steps.
The morning assembly isonand
heislate by 15 minutes. But then,
just as he had feared, principal
Rajesh Kumar Pandey’s eagle eye
swoops down on him. “Go, stand
in line and be on time from
tomorrow. The school starts at
7.30 am. Anyone who comes in
late will not be allowed,” says

TRACKING
CHANGE>»

EVERY SUNDAY

Forall Change stories, log on to
www.indianexpress.com/change

Witness Change? Write to us at
change@expressindia.com

Pandey, loud enough for the
other latecomers to stop in their
tracks.

After the assembly, as the
students head back to their
classes, Pandey, 46, says he has
to constantly play the discipli-
narian to ensure the school
doesn’t slip into the state it was

‘Elpirﬁ.ﬂﬂ'!ﬂi- Eom

inwhen he joined as a teacherin
2011. “I'was the only teacher for
the primary classes, and there
was one teacher for the upper
primary school. Students barely
came to school, and even if they
did, nobody told them that it was
important that they reached on
time. Of the 171 students on the
rolls, only 70-80 students would
attend school. Besides, there was
no boundary wall, no gate. The
villagers used the school
compound as a thoroughfare to
take their cattle to the fields on
the other side,” he says.

Today, though, the total
enrolment in the primary and
upper primary sections (Class 1

At Yadavpur primary school in Bahraich district of Uttar

Pradesh. Vishal Srivastav

to 8) has touched a high of 532, of
whom 418 students were pres-
ent on Tuesday. “We also have
three teachers each for the
primary and upper primary
schools. Though we need more
teachers, a beginning has been
made,” Pandey adds.

Shahana Begum, head-
mistress of the upper primary
school that shares the com-
pound with the primary school,
says, “The attendance has shot
up significantly due to Pandey;ji’s
efforts. Other teachers have also
pitched in, but most of the credit
goes to Pandeyji. He is the one
who goes to villages and encour-
ages parents to send their chil-

dren to school.”

The school now has 10 class-
rooms, including a ‘smart class-
room’, that overlook a small
grassy lawn with plants
arranged neatly in flower beds.
“Teachers and the students pitch
in to look after the plants,” says
Swati Singh, 35, a teacher in the
primary school.

In the ‘smart classroom’,
HamidaBano and Kajal Maurya,
students of Class 5, are setting up
today’s e-classroom. As she
peers into the laptop that’s
connected to a projector,
Hamida says, “We are learning
geography today — states, Union
Territories and their capitals.

Since we can operate the laptop,
we are setting it up before the
other students arrive.”

Swati Singh says much of the
change the school has witnessed
has been through donations and
contributions. “We were lucky to
get the projector. After a visit by
Chief Veterinary Officer Dr
Balwant Singh, he donatedittous
as a goodwill gesture,” she says.

Teachers do their bit too. “We
contribute around 10 per cent of
our salary to improve the school.
We contribute depending on
what is required. For instance, |
bought furniture worth Rs 4,000
in January. Other teachers pitch

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Courses

16 lakh students in the last four
years at the undergraduate and
postgraduate levels.

According to AISHE 2018-19,
the present Gross Enrolment
Ratio(GER)in highereducationis
26.3%, up from 25.8% in 2017-18.
GERisa statistical measure for de-
termining the number of students
enrolled in undergraduate, post-
graduate and research-level stud-
ies within the country and ex-
pressed as a percentage of the
populationin the 18-23 years age
group.

Out of the total 3.74 crore stu-
dentsin higher educationin 2018-
19, 1.92 crore are men, and 1.82
crore are women. The Gender
Parity Index (GPI) has increased
over the last five years, from 0.92
in2014-15to 1in 2018-19. GPI —
the female:male ratio in higher
education — measures progress
towards gender equity.

“The highest number of stu-
dentsare enrolled in Arts courses.
The total number of students en-
rolled in Arts courses are 93.49
lakh, of which 46.96% are male
and 53.03% are female. Science is
the second major stream with
4713 lakh students, of which 49%
are male and 51% are female.
Commerce is the third major
stream with 40.3 lakh students
enrolled. The share of male stu-
dents enrolled in Commerce is
51.2%, whereas female enrolment
is48.8%,” the survey states.

The survey also found that
there are 993 universities, 39,931
collegesand 10,725 standalone in-
stitutions in the country. There
were 903 universities the previ-
ous year,and 864 in 2017-18.

AISHE 2018-19 findings are
based on the responses from 962
universities, 38,179 colleges and
9,190 standalone institutions.
Tahilramani

The principal consideration, it
is learnt, was her short working
hours in the Court.

“Itis a young High Court and
the model set by the Chief Justice
matters. There were reports that
the ChiefJustice did not sit beyond
noon onmostdays and thishad a
bearing on what other Judges did.
In one of the busiest High Courts
in the country, this had implica-
tions,” sources said.

Another consideration, said
sources, was the “inexplicable and
abrupt dissolving of the bench
hearing idol-theft cases” onJune4.
This bench was set up by Justice
Indira Banerjee, when she was
Chief Justice of the Madras High
Court. Itwas this two-Judge bench
that quashed a government order
transferring all future idol theft
cases to the CBI and appointing
Pon Manickavel as special officer
of theidol wing, set to take charge
immediately after his retirement.

It was believed to be “on the
verge of wrapping up its work,
whenit was suddenly dissolved”.
The notification issued by the
Court at the time had said that
the “very few” remaining writs
and matters pending would be
listed in front of “respective divi-
sion benches and single
benches”.

While this decision raised eye-
brows, the Collegium also consid-
ered the perceived “proximity
withasenior political figurein the
ruling party in the state, and the
purchase of two apartments in
Chennai”.

Of the 58 Judges in the Madras
High Court currently, 15 judges
have declared their assets online
and this list does not include
Justice Tahilramani.

Repeated attempts to contact
Justice Tahilramani did notyield a
comment. Her private secretary
said, “Since things are settled, she
said she doesn’t want to come out
with a press statement.” He
added: “Moreover, she is out of
station now, we could not get her
comment on this. If she wants to
respond to this, we will get back
toyou.”
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YASHWANT SINHA ON DEPORTATION FROM SRINAGAR: WAS TREATED LIKE TERRORIST

Inaninterview with The Indian Express, Sinha said he was associated with a group known as Concerned
Citizens Group, which has been working for years trying to bring peace to the Valley.

VIDEO OF THE DAY

ing the specific issues related to
her transfer was sent to her and
her secretary. Neither was avail-
able for comment.

On September 19, Madras
High Court reserved its order on
a Public Interest Litigation (PIL)
which had called for the President
of India, to not put his stamp of ap-
proval on the Collegium’s decision
to transfer Justice Tahilramani,
which was issued without fur-
nishing any reasons for its deci-
sion.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Advocate R Prabhakaran,
whofiled the PIL, said that the lack
of transparency in the Collegium’s
decision led to his petition. “When
the Collegium decides to swap the
Madras High Court Chief Justice
with the Meghalaya High Court
ChiefJustice, reasons should bein
the public domain. According to
the Constitution, the decision of
the transfer should be taken by
the President, not the Collegium,
which is actually to be consulted
on the President’s decision. Also,
thereis a precedent that the judge
is being asked for consent before
he or she is transferred. In Justice
Tahilramani’s case, not only that
she was not consulted but she
was not even given the reason for
her transfer,” he said

When asked about the
Collegium’s observations,
Prabhakaran said: “We do not
have a Performance Commission.
All these alleged charges against
herare unfounded...If they are se-
rious for the Collegium, they
should send those files to the gov-
ernment...impeach her.”

He added, “It was the same
Collegium comprising the current
(JIRanjan Gogoi thathad decided
to elevate Justice Tahilramani
from Mumbai High Court to
Madras High Court last year. What
is the point of talking about her
poor performance now? Decision
of which Collegium went wrong
here, the then (JIDipak Misra’s or
current (JI Gogoi?”

Sources said the Collegium

_ wanted to “not speak of all this

publicly and hoped that the trans-
fer to a smaller High Court, with
lesser work would enable them
toresolve the problem withouta
fuss.”

Justice Tahilramani is one of
the senior-most Judges in the
country and was elevated to the
Bombay High Court as a Judge in
2001, before assuming charge at
Madras High Court on August 12,
2018. Her profile on the Madras
High Court website lists many
“landmark judgments including
many indeath sentence casesand
the Bilkis Bano (Godhra riots
case), which was transferred to
Maharashtra from Gujarat by the
Supreme Court. The Bilkis Bano
case was a very voluminous and
complicated case. The judgment
inBilkis Bano case ran into almost
400 pages.”

AIIMS

Union Health Secretary Preeti
Sudan said she hadn’t received
theletteryet. “I will take action af-
ter looking at it,” she told The
Sunday Express.

“Patients unable to avail finan-
cial assistance due to the lacunae
between RAN umbrella scheme
and AB-PMJAY schemes are com-
ing to us in severe distress after
their RAN applicationis rejected...
Both schemes must complement
each other to help patients suffer-
ing from life-threatening dis-
eases. On the contrary, certain
poor patients are deprived of
healthcare benefits, against the
situation before 2019, when all
BPL patients suffering from life-
threatening diseases were able to
avail financial assistance from
RAN,” stated the letter.

Among those whose applica-
tions were rejected are the fam-
ily members of 12-year-old
Nandani Kumari. The girl, suffer-
ing from aplastic anaemia, re-
quired abone marrow transplant.
Hailing from Bihar, she was
brought to the medical institute
in December 2018. She died on
August 12.

NAGALAND

This villager has built a
World War Il museum
in his home
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EC ANNOUNCES POLL
DATES FORHARYANA,
MAHARASHTRA

Voting on October 21,
results on October 24

EXPRESS

How Vinesh Phogat
qualified for the 2020

Olympics

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In this episode of Express Sports, we look at
the challenges she has faced over the years
and how she has now managed to become

a well-rounded wrestler

Maharashtra, Haryana to vote on
October 21, results on October 24

notification will be issued on
September 27. The last date of
filing nominations is October 4.
Polling will be held on October
21, while counting will take
place on October 24",

With the announcement,
the Model Code of Conduct has
come into effect in the two
states.

The term of the 288-mem-
ber Maharashtra Assembly
ends on November 9, while the
term of the 90-member
Haryana Assembly ends on
November 2.

The elections come in the
backdrop of a series of policy
decisions taken by the govern-
ment led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the first 100
days of its second term. Besides
its decision on J&K, the govern-
ment also managed to get the
triple talaq Bill passed by
Parliament.

On the other hand, the BJP
will have to explain the deep-
ening economic crisis includ-
ing the slowdown in the auto-
mobile sector, joblessness and
its measures to handle the

agrarian Crisis.

In Maharashtra, the
Congress and NCP have already
finalised their alliance and de-
clared that they will contest
125 seats each. They have left
38 seats for other parties, in-
cluding the SP, Swabhimani
Shetkari Saghtana and CPL. In
the 2014 Assembly polls, the
Congress won 42 seats, while
the NCP won 41.

The BJP and Shiv Sena are
still working on their seat-
sharing deal. In 2014, the two
allies fought the polls sepa-
rately — the BJP won 122 seats,
while the Shiv Sena got 63. This
time, the Sena wants to contest
atleast 150 seats, but the BJPis
unwilling to concede. BJP lead-
ers have alsomade it clear that
the party will hold the chief
minister’s post.

In the Lok Sabha polls ear-
lier this year, the BJP’s vote
share was 27.81%, Shiv Sena
19.3%, Congress 17.95% and
NCP 17.24% in the state.

“We are in a comfortable
position. The popularity of
both Prime Minister Modi and

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis will be our USP,” Saroj
Pande, BJP general secretary in
charge of Maharashtra told The
Sunday Express. “Besides, the
organisationisina very strong
position now. We have already
completed our preparations at
the booth and mandal levels.
The two representatives ap-
pointed by the party in each
constituency have submitted
their reports,” she added.

Dismissing reports about
strains in BJP-Sena ties, Pande
said: “We are in alliance and
we are fighting the elections
together. Things are positive at
that level too.”

In Haryana, the disarray in
the Opposition has given the
ruling BJP, which had faced a
dip in popularity, a fresh fillip.
In 2014, the BJP won 47 seats,
Congress 15, and INLD 19.
Earlier this year, the BJP wonall
10 Lok Sabha seats from the
state.

The Congress leadership
has initiated attempts to re-
vamp the leadership and re-
energise the cadre after its rout

in the Lok Sabha polls. While
Kumari Selja was appointed
PCC chief, Bhupinder Singh
Hooda was made CLP leader
and chairman of the party elec-
tion committee.

The INLD, founded by for-
mer Deputy Prime Minister
Devi Lal, has split, following a
feud in the Chautala family.
Former Hisar MP Dushyant
Chautala, grandson of former
Chief Minister Om Prakash
Chautala and son of Ajay
Chautala, has launched the
Jannayak Janata Party (JJP)
which has formed an alliance
with the BSP for the Assembly
polls.

Meanwhile, asserting that
thereis aRs 28 lakh-cap on poll
expenditure for each candi-
date, the CECsaid: “We appeal
to the candidates to use envi-
ronment friendly material. We
reassure all the stakeholders
about the quality of electronic
voting machines. Special secu-
rity arrangements will be
made for Left-Wing Extremist
affected areas in Gadchiroli
and Gondia in Maharashtra.”

50k people for Howdy, Modi!

will be a 90-minute cultural
event.

Preeti Dawra, CEO of Asian
Century Communications and
one of the spokespersons for or-
ganisers Texas India Forum,
sidestepped the question of
who will speak first - Modi or
Trump? “We’'llleave an element
of surprise for you,” she said.

Calling the event “history in
the making”, Dawra says over
50,000 people registered in
“just three weeks” to attend
the event. This is the third time
that PM Modi is addressing the
Indian diasporain the US after
the event at Madison Square
Gardenin2014and San Jose in
2015, but this time, the scale is
larger than the past two events.

Vijay Chauthaiwale, BJP
overseas cell chief, who is
camping in Houston, told The
Sunday Express that while
50,000 Indians have confirmed
entry,another 3 to4,000 are on
waitlist. “We will be able to ac-
commodate about 51,000 peo-
ple,” he said.

Beyond the logistics and

“There is nothing more to say;,

we have lost our child. We came
withall necessary documents like
BPL card and Ayushman Bharat
card. When we approached au-
thorities, we were told this dis-
ease is not covered under AB-PM-
JAY. The RAN department said
that since we are Ayushman
Bharat card holders, we cannot be
provided financial assistance.
could not afford Rs 12-15 lakh
(needed for the transplant),” said
Vibhanshu Prasad, her father,
who works as a security guard.

Harminder Singh, 54, from
Bareily says that in May 2018, he
visited AIIMS, where doctors sug-
gested akidney transplant. “Isub-
mitted alldocuments, but my file
recently came back from the min-
istry.  have once again given my
documents.”

InSeptember 2018, AlIMS be-
came the first hospital in Delhi to
become a part Ayushman Bharat,
the government’s ambitious
scheme which completes a year
on September 23.

On June 7 this year, the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare wrote to government in-
stitutes, health secretaries, re-
gional and state cancer centres
and tertiary care centres, clarify-

the planning, the significance
of the event is also in the how
the organisers want it to be
seen. Although a larger audi-
ence had attended the event at
the 80,000-seat-capacity
Wembley stadium in London
in November 2015, which was
also attended by then British
PM David Cameron, the organ-
isers ensure that they under-
line the two key takeaways of
the Houston event - this is the
first time an American
President will be attending an
event where an Indian PM will
address the Indian diaspora;
and two, this is the largest
gathering of people in the US
for a foreign leader, after the
Pope.

While Gitesh Desai, who
was awarded at the Pravasi
Bharatiya Diyas this year for his
role during Hurricane Harvey
two years ago, says the event has
brought the community to-
gether and showcased “unity in
diversity”, some volunteers ex-
pressed the hope that anti-Modi
protesters would not be able to

ing the process of implementa-
tion of the Umbrella RAN scheme.
The guidelines explained how
families covered under AB-PM-
JAY will not be eligible for RAN
and the Health Minister’s Cancer
Patient Fund (HMCPF), a smaller
scheme that’s part of hthe larger
RAN umbrella.

However, it said patients suf-
fering from rare diseases specified
in the RAN scheme and belong-
ing to socio-economic categories
eligible to be AB-PMJAY benefici-
aries would also be considered for
packages not covered under
Ayushman Bharat.

The AIIMS letter, however,
states, “The rare disease list men-
tioned in the RAN umbrella
scheme is obviously very limited,
so AB-PMJAY beneficiaries suffer-
ing from chronic kidney and liver
disease, ESRD, aplastic anaemia
and those in need of cancer trans-
plants have no option to avail life-
saving financial assistance from
either of the schemes. This goes
against the spirit of RAN and there
seems to be a gap leftbetween the
two schemes.”

Significant life-saving pack-
ages for bone marrow, kidney,
liver, heart and lung transplants
are not covered under AB-PMJAY.

find their way to the venue.

A group called the Alliance
for Justice and Accountability
is planning to hold protests
near the NRG stadium on
Sunday.

“We don’t expect them to
get close, since the area will be
sealed off for the US President’s
arrival,” a volunteer said.
Seating for the event will start
at 5 am on Sunday.

Houston, according to
Desai, was chosen since it is
the hub for energy, space and
medicine in the world.
“Houston is uniquely posi-
tioned since India is aspiring
to be a space power. Houston
has NASA space centre,” he
said.

Nisha Biswal, president of
the US-India Business Council
(USIBC) and former Assistant
Secretary of State in the Obama
administration, said,
“President Trump’s decision to
meet Prime Minister Modi in
Houston demonstrates the
depth and importance of US-
India ties. We often talk about

Doctors say RAN has been a life-
line for patients suffering from
these life-threatening illnesses.

Indu Bhushan, CEO of NHA,
told The Sunday Express, “We sup-
port the letter and recommend to
the Ministry that even patients
covered under AB-PMJAY should
have access to RAN scheme, espe-
cially after they have exhausted
the limit. We have also requested
the Health Minister to provide the
facility to the patients.”

Bahraich

in with other things. We are now
thinking of buying another lap-
top,” says Swati,adding, “We have
been making these contributions
for4-5 years now.”
Nizamuddin, 52, a doctor in
the village, says the gram pan-
chayat of Yadavpur did not have
agraduate until 2015, but now at
least 7-8 youngsters from the vil-
lage study in degree colleges in
the district. “Pandey and the
other teachers come to the vil-
lage in the evenings to talk to us.
Thatis something that has never
happened before. And because
the school building now looks
like a school, parents also want
to send their children there.
Earlier, it was like a khandhar (ru-

how that relationship tran-
scends politics, as well as the
growing links between India
and the US at the state level.
There’s no clearer demonstra-
tion of this than the bipartisan
group of US governors and
members of Congress who are
attending the event.”

The logistics of the events
are somewhat staggering.
Dawra reels out the numbers:
attendees are from 50 states in
the US and some are flying in
from overseas. “If you count
the flyer miles of the attendees,
it will be equivalent to revolv-
ing four times around the
Earth,” she claims.

They are drawn from 20
countries, and speak 31 lan-
guages, and most importantly,
she points out, “one-third are
under 30", reflecting the en-
thusiasm among the youth in
the Indian diaspora.

And, at last count, she says,
the number of samosas these
volunteers for the Howdy
Modi event are consuming is
“2,063 and counting”.

ins),” he says.

Barasati, 45, a daily-wage
labourer whose son Aleem is a
(Class 1 studentin the school, says
his only hope is that the school
continues to function the way it
has been for the last few years.
“We all know how important ed-
ucation is. | would want my son
toatleast finish his Class 12,so he
canread signboards.”

Bahraich Basic Shiksha
Adhikari (BSA) Shyam Kishore
Tiwari says the Yadavpur school
has improved because of the ef-
forts of the teachers and the prin-
cipal. “We are working on im-
proving the school further, but
the work done in this school isan
example for the education sector
in the state and the country. In
eight years, the teachers have
made the school amodel school,”
he says.

Panghal

Vikas Krishan (2011), ShivaThapa
(2015), Gaurav Bidhuri(2017)and
Manish Kaushik, in the 63-kg cat-
egory in this edition, had all re-
turned with bronze medals.

The audience of 60-odd com-
prised the village priest, pradhan,
the shopkeepers who had closed
early for the day and Panghal’s rel-

atives and friends. Early birds got
the 25 chairs spread out, the ones
after took the five charpoys. Last-
minute entrants just stood eyeing
any openings.

Setting up the home theatre
wasn’t for the technologically
challenged. Connecting three ex-
tensions, pushing out a refrigera-
tor to actas a stand and placing a
television was the easy part. The
TV needed to be ‘smart’ and the
operator smarter. Amit’s elder
brother Ajay was in charge of
switching on the mobile hotspot
and finding a stable stream.

“Everybody is asking which
channel the finalison,” said a flus-
tered Ajay. “How dol explainitto
them that it’s on YouTube, when
their mobile phones don’t even
have Internet?”

The residents of the village,
the first one off the Rohtak-Jhajjar
road, had spent most of the
evening wishing away the men-
acing dark clouds. Some well-
wishers came from neighbouring
villages with boxes of laddoos.

To set the mood, Ajay first
played a music video starring his
younger brother on loop, before
switching to his 2018 Asiad gold-
winning bout.

Panghallost Saturday’s final to
the reigning Olympic champion,
Shakhobidin Zoirov, a taller boxer
with greater reach. Those closest
to the television, however, would
shrug off whenever Zoirov con-
nected, and clapped at each semi-
successful punch from the Indian.
The ripple effect would lead to
more applause.

“Ib boxing samajh na aave
manne (I don’t get boxing now),”
mumbled a tau walking off. The
man had spent the first round try-
ing to figure out where the points
were displayed on the screen.

“It’s 10 minutes and then
whoeverwins,” he continued be-
fore turning around and address-
ing the deflated crowd: “Shok kyu
manarahe ho? Silver toh laaya hai
na. (Why is everyone downcast?
He has wonsilver).”

Earlier, Ajay broke up the
hookah baithak doubling as the
welcoming party,and asked them
to gather around a table. He then
emptied a bag on the table, dis-
playingallits riches: his brother’s
career medal haul.

Mother Usha Rani stood qui-
etlyidentifying the medals to her
friends. “That one from the
Commonwealth Games is very
important.”

Usha later admitted nothing
gives her more joy thanrevelling
in her son’s success. “He was
born premature, and was a sickly
child. But he was extremely
naughty... looting kites, playing
marbles. He would crouch be-
hind people and scare them with
cat noises.”

Ushawould always shield her
son from the enraged; she also
tried shielding him from boxing.

“He took up boxing and as-
sured me that he would keep
studying. But his tuition classes
and boxing were both at4 pm. So
[told him he can’t box anymore,”
said Usha. “Then his fellow
trainees came by and asked me to
let him box, that he would be abig
boxer one day. To be honest, Iwas
also worried because he was a
weak child. And Iwas worried he
would get hurt.”

She still winces whenever
Panghal gets punched.

The crowd disperses soon af-
ter the bout. Some stick around,
consoling and cheering the
household. Usha takes forced
bites of a laddoo while Ajay sees
the visitors off. Eyes already
bloodshot, he quivers and looks
for silver linings.

“The opponent was good too.
You can’t take anything away
from him. But Amit won a silver
even at the Commonwealth
Games,” he says, recalling a per-
formance which was followed by
gold at Asian Games and
Championships. “Ab iss silver ki
khunnas Tokyo me niklegi (The
frustration of winning only a sil-
ver will push him at the Tokyo

Olympics).”
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Sitting inside her car,

99-year-old woman shot dead by two men on a bike

She put others ahead of herself,
recount relatives and neighbours

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

SITTING INSIDE her car, a 59-year-
old woman, working as an assis-
tant manager with an insurance
company, was shot dead by two
bike-borne assailants near Max
Hospital in Patparganj on
Saturday morning. The woman,
Usha Rani, was waiting for her
husband, who had gone toa tem-
ple, around 6.40 in the morning.

Police have recovered CCTV
footage which shows two men
arriving on a bike, wearing hel-
mets. Meanwhile, the woman
gets out of the passenger seat
and sits in the driver seat. “It all
happened in under 20 seconds.
One of them started knocking on
the car’s window and tried to
smash it with the butt of his pis-
tol, but she tried to escape by ac-
celerating her vehicle. While one
of the men stayed with the bike,
the other ran after the car and

CCTV footage shows a man firing at the woman

shot at the woman from close
range. The bullet pierced the
window and hit her on the
head,” an officer said.

“The incident took place
when her husband had gone in-
side a temple and she was wait-
ing outside,” the officer said,
adding that prima facie it ap-
pears the men wanted to rob her
as she was wearing a gold chain,

ring, bangles and earrings.

JCP (Eastern Range) Alok
Kumar said, “We have registered
an FIR of murder and further in-
vestigations are on.”

Rani’s husband, Kailash
Chand Gupta (64), is a former
MTNL employee. The couple
have a daughter, who is married,
and a 20-year-old son. “Gupta
has akidney problem and he vis-

National Museum sent fine of
Rs 5.4 lakh for ‘damaging trees’

SHIVAMPATEL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

A FINE of Rs 5.40 lakh has been
imposed on the National
Museum in Delhi for concretising
54 trees in its jurisdiction, caus-
ing “damage to their health”.

A notice was sent to the joint
director of the museum at
Janpath Road by the Deputy
Conservator of Forests (South) on
August 30,informing that the fine
must be paid “immediately”.

The notice was issued after

At II'T-Delhi:
Mock eggs
made using
lentils

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 21

A“MOCK EGG” in the form of a
pale-yellow slurry made of lentils,
identical toan eggin taste and nu-
tritional value, was one of the
projects showcased at the third
[IT-Delhi Industry Day Saturday.
At least 200 project prototypes
created by faculty members and
researchers were put on show.

Withmoongdal asits mainin-
gredient, the vegan mock egg was
developed by a team led by Dr
Kavya Dashora of the Centre for
Rural Development and
Technology from IIT-Delhi. “It is
made up of five lentils and the
price is the same as that of a
brown egg: Rs 20-25 per dozen,
and 250 ml of this would equal at
least five eggs,” said a team-mem-
ber.

A nano composites-infused
fabric for inflatable balloons,
which can be used for aerial sur-
veillance and security purposes,
has been developed by Dr
Mangala Joshi from the
Department  of  Textile
Technology as a part of a DRDO-
sponsored Joint Advanced
Technology Centre initiative.
“India imports this fabric. It is
moreresilient to UV radiation, has
more holding capacity and does-
n'tallow leakage of helium or hy-
drogen gas. So they asked us to
develop it indigenously. This has
been a five-year-long project,”
said Joshi. Other projects by the
[IT-Delhi faculty included a per-
sonal body armour and biore-
sorbable vascular stents or den-
tal implant systems, among
others. Anew corporate social re-
sponsibility (CSR) funding policy
decision was announced by Niti
Aayog member Dr V K Paul, to
boost research funding at IITs.

The new policy is meant to
help India become an innovation-
led economy, said Professor V
Ramgopal Rao, Director, IIT Delhi.
“We are not only looking for col-
laborations with the industry but
we also want the industry to treat
themasa partof theirinnovation
ecosystem,” said Rao, adding that
the policy will “boost research
funding in institutions like IIT-D
and promote collaborations be-
tween academia and industry.”

the forest department received a
complainton theissue, following
which an inspection was carried
out. “An inspection of the area at
the National Museum was done
by official staff of south forest di-
vision on June 24, and at least 54
trees were found to be concre-
tised at the base,” the notice read.

As per an order of the National
Green Tribunal from April 2013,
an area within one metre radius
of the tree trunk has to be left
deconcretised around the base, to
ensure its good health. A fine of
Rs 10,000 per concretised tree has

& 2= 8

=
&

°T]
I
L]

I"‘ E_.ﬁ_-'

Ay g

DELHI POLICE

SHANTI SEWA NYARYA

been set by the Department of
Forest and Wildlife in Delhi.

“You are directed to deconcre-
tise the trees as per the NGT order
and submit a report,” the notice
issued to the museum read.

A museum official said the
building was constructed
decades ago, and its horticulture
section is handled by the Central
Public Works Department. He
added, “We have drafted a letter
regarding the forest department
notice and will be sending it to the
CPWD soon. They have to take a
call.”

its a hospital thrice a week for
dialysis. She would always ac-
company him. They left home at
6.30 am and stopped on the way
at a temple. Gupta headed in-
side, and in under half a minute,
the two assailants approached
the car and one of them opened
fire. The men then fled within
seconds. According to eyewit-
nesses, there was panic and peo-
ple started screaming for help.
Her husband rushed to the vehi-
cle and found she was lying in a
pool of blood. She was takentoa
nearby hospital, where doctors
declared her dead on arrival,” the
officer said.

APCR call was made by locals
and a team of experts from the
forensic unit was called to collect
evidence. Police found that her
valuables had not been stolen.
“Police have recorded the state-
ments of her family and suspect
the assailants may have been
aware of her routine,” the officer
added.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE MOMENT Usha Rani’s hus-
band, Kailash Chand Gupta, saw
her bloodied body inside their
car, he started screaming for
help, but passersby were reluc-
tant to come to their aid.

By the time police arrived,
Gupta’s blood pressure had shot
up, and he too had to be rushed
for treatment alongside his wife,
an officer said.

Rani’s brother Navneet
Goyal said, “Since their 20-year-
old sonis pursuing engineering,
Usha would herself take Kailash
to the hospital thrice a week .
She was set to retire next year.
We just can’t understand why

Usha Rani
worked
with an
insurance
company,
was set to
retire soon
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| Dr.Sonali Chaudhary receives
"Best Cosmetologist in North India"
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someone would kill her with-
out reason. She had no ene-
mies.”

At her home, relatives gath-
ered and recounted her “helpful
nature”.

“She would always volunteer
to help those in need. Recently, a
woman in our locality had been
struggling to get her insurance
money. Usha put in extra effort
to make sure the woman got

Rs 3 lakh,” said her neighbour,
Satish Kumar, who has lived in
the locality for 15 years.

Meanwhile, police said they
are questioning relatives and col-
leagues as part of the probe.
Officers are also examining all in-
surance-related files she had
been handling to see if there’s
any particular claim she had re-
jected.

“We are also checking the ac-
tivity of several gangs known for
targeting people, especially
morning walkers,” an officer said.

“Police have found in their
probe that the assailants were
possibly following the victim’s
car. We are also scanning other
CCTV cameras to ascertain from
where they started following the
couple’s car,” he added.
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120 kg plastic
products

seized, unit
fined Rs 2 lakh

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

AN ENVIRONMENT compensa-
tion of Rs 2 lakh was imposed,
and 120 kg of single-use plastic
products were seized from a unit
that sold and stored the items,
during a raid in West Delhi’s
Raghubir Nagar on Friday, offi-
cials said.

The unit was found keeping
and selling carry bags and other
plastic products with a thickness
of less than 50 microns, in viola-
tion of the Plastic Waste
Management Rules 2016.

Aseizure memo said, “As the
unit has failed to comply with
the Rules, itis directed to deposit
environment compensation of
Rs 2 lakh.” The raid was con-
ducted by officials of the district
magistrate’s office, revenue de-
partment, and municipal corpo-
ration. The unit has been asked
to pay the fine to the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
within 10 days from Friday.

Officials said such raids will
continue in the future.

| National Board of Examinations |
DNB FINAL EXAMINATION - DECEMBER 2019

DNEBFINAL
L NOTICE _

« Nalional Board of Examinations (N2E) shaldl conduct the DNE Final Examination
on 13" to 15" Decamber, 2019 in various Broad and Super Specialty disciplines.

« For details of schame of examination, specialties in which exam shall be
conduated, eligibility criteria and examinalion fee, candidales are advisad 1o
rafer o the informabon bullelin which can be downloaded from website
www.exam.natboard.edu.in
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submitled online al www.exam.natboard.edu.in from 21" September, 2019
to 20" October, 2019,

Important Dates for DNB Final Theory Examination:

Availability of Information Bulkstin and application form 21" September, 2019 {onwards)
Last date of submission of Online application form 20" October, 2018
Examination Dates for DNB Finad Theory 13%, 14" and 15" December, 2019

# Aflter seccessiul submission of onling applicaton form, candidate has to send tha
printed copy of application form along with required cocuments (Seif attested
copies anly) as prescribed in the information bulletin latest by 30" October, 2018,
at Mational Board of Examinations, Ansari Nagar, Mahatma Gandhi Marg
(Ring Road), New Delhi-110028.

Mote: Possession/use of Mobile Phones/Eleclronic Devices |8 strictly prohibifed in

the preamises of NBE Examination Centers: defaulter candidates shall be liable- for
peenal action for any such act

Medical Enclave, Anzsarl Nagar, Ring Road, New Dalhl-110022
Ph.: 011-455%3000, Toll Free No. for Candidates : 1800 11 1800, E-maik: finad@inatboard. edu.in
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Twodetained
forjobscam

New Delhi: Two men have
been detained for al-
legedly duping people on
the pretext of providing
them jobs in Doordarshan
through a fake website.
The racket came to light
after police received a
complaint from the addi-
tional director general
(Doordarshan) Dinesh
Mahur, who had received
several complaints from
the public. “He alleged
thatin their website, they
were even using a logo of
Doordarshan and Prasar
Bharti. They were using
photographs and videos
tomake it seem genuine,”
an officer said.

Twowomen
assaultedin
Sangam Vihar

New Delhi: Two sisters
were assaulted by 11 men
with sticks at their home
inSangam Vihar's B block
on the afternoon of
September 17, police said.
The men were allegedly
sent by the estranged
husband of one of the vic-
tims. This was the second
instance of assaulton the
sisters within eight days,
police said.

Exchange of
fire, 3 held

New Delhi: Three men,
who allegedly made ex-
tortion calls to a business-
man, were arrested
Saturday after a brief ex-
change of fire in Dwarka.
“Anowner of aretail shop
in Najafgarh was getting
calls demanding around
Rs 30lakh from one of the
accused for the past 2-3
months. On Saturday, po-
lice spotted the accused
on Kair road and arrested
them after a brief ex-
change of fire,” a senior
police officer said. ENS

4 arrested
for stealing
e-rickshaws

New Delhi: Four men
were arrested for al-
legedly stealing e-rick-
shaws, police said. Nine e-
rickshaws and a mobile
phone were recovered
from their possession,
police said. PTI
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The farmers were stopped at the Delhi-UP border, and only a delegation was allowed to meet officials at Krishi Bhavan Saturday. Praveen Khanna

5 of 15 demands met, farmers call off protest

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

FARMERS FROM Uttar Pradesh,
who marched to the national cap-
ital Saturday, called off the agita-
tion after the government ac-
cepted five of 15 key demands,
but said they would return if the
assurances are not met on time.
The farmers, under the banner
of Bharatiya Kisan Sanghathan,
were marching to Kisan Ghat in
the city to protest against issues,
including payment of sugarcane
dues, loan waivers and cheap elec-

tricity. They were stopped at the
Delhi-UP border and only a dele-
gation was allowed to meet offi-
cials at Krishi Bhavan.

State president of the
Bharatiya Kisan Sangathan,
Rajendra Yadav, said officials
promised to formacommittee to
lookinto some demands. “The of-
ficials said some of the promises
do not come directly under the
farming ministry, soacommittee
will be formed in 21 days, which
will hold dialogue with the
Bharatiya Kishan Sangathan,” he
said, warning of another agitation
if the assurances are not met.

Rita, country’s oldest
chimp, on Maaza diet

SHIVAMPATEL
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 21

INDIA’S OLDEST chimpanzee, 59-
year-old Rita, which hasbeen un-
well for more than a week in its
home in Delhi’s National
Zoological Park, is on a liquid diet
of fruit juices, particularly her
favourite drink: Maaza.

Rita’s old age has caused it to
restrict movement in its enclo-
sure, which houses an unknown
tomb from the Mughal era, offi-
cials said. “Earlier, it used to climb
on top of the tomb and sit there
watching visitors... it doesn’t
move around much now. We
can’'t takeitoutasitis quite frail,”
zoo curator RA Khan said.

He said Rita does not suffer
from any illness, but is weak due
to old age. “It would enjoy eating
apples and other fruits, but now
we have to give that in the juice
form. Itis unable to eat solid food...

Rita enjoys drinking Maaza and
we have been giving it crushed al-
monds, cashews and pistachio
with it to give the animal more
strength,” Khan said.

Rita was born in ARTIS
Amsterdam Royal Zoo in
Netherlands and was brought to
the DelhiZooin 1964. Its birthday
is on December 15. Zoo officials
said it has been living alone after
its partner Moni died in 2014.
Chimpanzees usually have a lifes-
pan of around 45 years, but in
captivity, that can increase.

Khan said Rita had three ba-
bies, none of which survived. It
has had other companions over
the years, one of which was later
shifted to Rajasthan.

“Rita is quite intelligent. It
would spread its own mat and
wrap a warm shawl around dur-
ing winters,” Khan said, adding
that a team of veterinarians have
been keeping Rita under obser-
vation.

Radhe Thakur, vice-president
of the Samasth Karyakarta and
Kisan Biradri, said a delegation of
farmers met central government
officials at Krishi Bhavan after
which five demands, such as an
insurance scheme for farmers
and their family, payment of sug-
arcane crop in 14 days, rejuvena-
tion of rivers and prices of crops
to be decided in the presence of
farmer representatives, were
agreed upon.

The farmers gathered near the
Ghazipur toll as Uttar Pradesh au-
thorities put up barricades on
NH-9 and NH-24 and diverted

traffic heading towards Delhi.

A large number of security,
paramilitary and fire brigade
personnel were deployed, apart
from ambulances stationed in
the area.

The farmers started their
march from Saharanpur on
September 11. Onreaching Noida
on Friday, they held talks with
government representatives but
failed to resolve the issues.

They wanted to march to
Kisan Ghat, the memorial of for-
mer prime minister and farmers’
leader Chaudhary Charan Singh.

The farmers had 15 demands,

including cheap electricity for ir-
rigation and waiving of loans.
They also demanded implemen-
tation of Swaminathan
Committee’s recommendations.
In a tweet, Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said,
“What is the reason that farmers
are being prevented from coming
to Delhi and raising their de-
mands? The BJP government, in
its campaigns, talks about welfare
of farmers. But when farmers of
Uttar Pradesh say they want sug-
arcane arrears, loan waiver and
cut in electricity prices, why are
they not allowed to speak?”

700 tiger death: Post-mortem
rules out external injuries

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE POST-MORTEM report of
Rama, the eight-and-a-half year
old Royal Bengal tiger who died
in Delhi’s National Zoological
Park Friday, shows there were
no external injuries, a zoo offi-
cial said Saturday.

This discredits allegations
raised by activists that the tiger
was attacked by keepers, said R
A Khan, zoo curator. An exami-
nation report by the Indian
Veterinary Research Institute
(IVRI), Uttar Pradesh, is awaited,
he added.

“The post-mortem report
does not mention that there are
any external injuries. There
were allegations that the tiger
was hit on the head. Nothing
like that has been found,” he
said.

Reports also pointed to the
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DELHI FIRE SERVICE

HEAD QUARTERS, CONNAUGHT PLACE, NEW DELHI - 110001

PUBLIC NOTICE

Attention: All owners / occupiers of public building / premises providing
sleeping accommodations (Hotels/ Guest Houses / Nursing
Homes / Hospitals)
In a recent fire in a hotel in Karol Bagh, Delhi, 17 precious lives were lost and
it was observed that great difficulty was faced by the occupants and staff of the
hotel during evacuation and fire fighting in the initial stage of fire.
Ant it would be in public interest that all the occupants and employees of
building occupancy having sleeping risk e.g. Hotels / Guest Houses / Nursing
Homes/Hospitals should undergo basic fire safety training to keep themselves
acquainted with evacuation and firefighting procedures.
It is proposed to conduct three days basic firefighting training programme at
Fire Safety management Academy, Delhi Fire Service, Rohini, Delhi. The
training will be imparted in different batches of 40 persons (maximum),
depending on the number of nominations
organizations, on first come first serve basis, against the prescribed fee as per
Delhi Fire Service Rules 2010.
Therefore, the owners / occupiers of all public buildings that provide sleeping
accommodation namely Hotels/Guest Houses/Nursing Homes/Hospitals are
hereby advised to nominate there staff /officials, either directly or through their
respective associations, for the basic firefighting training. The nominations
may be sent to Deputy Chief Fire Officer, Delhi Fire Service, Fire Safety
management Academy, Sector-14, Rohini, Delhi -
27552155, Mob. No. 9811032931 and e-mail sstdfs@gmail.com).

Issued in public interest by Delhi Fire Service
DIP/Sabdhart/0687/19-20

received from different

110085 (Telephone No. 011-

Sd/-
DIRECTOR

Two yellow Royal Bengal
tigers remain at the Delhi
Z00. Archive

tiger’s broken canine tooth. A
zoo official clarified that the
tooth broke around September
13, when the tiger was undergo-
ing treatment in a squeeze cage.
Asqueeze cage, which has mov-
able walls to prevent movement
of the animal, is used for treat-
ment of animals, including ad-

ministering injections and ap-
plication of medicines.

“It was already distressed
and had deficiency of calcium
caused by an increase of phos-
phorousinits blood. Whenit at-
tacked the bars of the cage dur-
ing treatment, its canine broke,
which was then recorded and
taken into custody,” a zoo offi-
cial claimed.

Khan said the zoo would re-
ceive more clarity on the mat-
ter after IVRI sends its report
and a three-member Central
Zoo Authority committee starts
probing the events leading to
Rama’s death.

Rama fell sick on July 29 af-
ter which it stopped eating. The
tiger was on a liquid diet for past
several days and later stopped
eating entirely. It died of multi-
ple organ failure Friday.

Ithad attacked a 50-year-old
zookeeper, injuring a finger in
his right-hand, 10 days ago.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

23 ASSAM RIFLES, 22ND SEPTEMBER 2019

RFN (LATE) RFN (LATE) RFN (LATE)
SHANKAR SUNIL KUMAR KAILASH
KUMAR GURUNG THAPA CHANDRA

RFN (LATE)
KAMAL SUBBA

The Tagra Teyees family proudly remembers
above Martyrs who in the true traditions of
the Assam Rifles made supreme sacrifice
while bravely combating
Udaipur (Tripura) on 22 Sep 1999. May the
Almighty grant eternal peace to their soul.
Their gallant action will continue to inspire us all.
DEEPLY REMEMBERED BY
COMMANDANT & ALL RANKS
23 ASSAM RIFLES ‘TAGRA TEYEES’

terrorism in

Q@) ODISHA RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

Under the Department of Science & Technology
Government of Odisha
(1SO 9001 : 2008 / ISO 14001 : 2004)
S/59, MANCHESWAR INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
Website : www.oredaorissa.com E-mail ; ceoreda@oredaorissa.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
E-Tender Call Notice No 4249/Dated 19.09.2019

ODISHA RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGEN-
CY invites sealed e-tender in two part bidding system from
manufacture for supply, installation, commissioning including
warranty and comprehensive maintenance contract for a peri-
od of five years of SPV Street Lighting Systems and Mini Mast
Light in the state of Odisha. Details are given below.

ment on website

| Date of Hosting of the bid docu-| 21.9.2019

OREDA Conference hall

Date & time of pre-bid meeting at| 30.09.2019 at 3.00 PM

document

of online bid document

| Hoisting date of final revised bid

Date and time of last submission

03.10.2019

22.10.2019 upto 1.00 PM

of hard copy of bid document

Date and time of last submission

25.10.2019
upto 1.00 P.M.

| bid

Opening of Techno-Commercial

25.10.2019 at 3.00 P.M.

Interested prospective bidder may visit OREDA web site www.
oredaorissa.com and www.tenderwizard.com/OREDA for

details relating bidding, process and all other terms and condi-
tions. The bidder can view the tender documents from www.
oredaorissa.com website on free of cost.

Sd/-
Chief Executive
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NEW EDUCATION POLICY

Autonomy for
colleges has

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

DEPUTY CHIEF Minister Manish
Sisodia Saturday said giving au-
tonomy to colleges could in-
crease the risk of fake degrees.

Sisodia, who was speaking af-
ter attending the HRD Ministry's
Central Advisory Board of
Education (CABE) meeting on the
New Education Policy (NEP) draft
Saturday, questioned the clause
which deals with providing au-
tonomy to colleges running un-
der a university.

"There is a suggestion to give
autonomy to colleges in the
country, which means even an
institute having 200 students will
be offering its separate degree.
The country is already struggling
hard to deal with the issue of fake
degrees and certificates. In the
middle of this, if all the colleges
are given freedom to issue a de-
gree, how will we be able to reg-
ulate the system?" he said.

Sisodia alsoraised objections
about the clause under the pol-
icy which allows for the creation
of private education boards.
"Having a private education
board will affect the concept of
quality education for all and will
deteriorate the education sys-
tem,"” he said.

Several Delhi University col-
leges have been mulling auton-
omy, with many having already
prepared applications as well.

DU officials had approached
six colleges — St Stephen's
College, Hindu College, Shri Ram
College of Commerce, Sri
Venkateswara College, Hansraj
College and PGDAV college — to
apply for autonomy in 2017. St
Stephen’'s College had even
passed the proposal in its govern-
ing body meeting. "However, it
was later found that changes
would have to be made in DU
statutes to allow for autonomy
and the whole process was aban-
doned. No college applied for au-
tonomy," said an official.

Talking about a series of sug-
gestions, Sisodia said that while
the policy has a positive vision
in some areas for the country's
education system, aroadmap to
a section of initiatives is still

Rafl. Na : 53!1.I'TEE|IF'-I:I.'EI:I'IE|
IFAE Mo TECIP- UK a1 s

fake degree
risk: Sisodia

Sisodia said 6% of GDP must
be allocated for education

missing.

The meeting, chaired by
Union HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal 'Nishank’, was at-
tended by state education min-
isters and representatives, heads
of autonomous organisations,
vice-chancellors of universities,
HRD secretaries for higher edu-
cation and school education R
Subrahmanyam and Rina Ray,
along with senior officials of the
central and state governments.

Calling the country's educa-
tion policy "highly regulated and
poorly funded”, he claimed that
the new policy will add more
regulations to the existing policy.
"The roadmap for the proposed
draft seems to be missing. The
proposed draft has some positive
aspects too but there are certain
areas which I feel are not taken
care of," he said.

To meet the fund shortage of
the education system, Sisodia
said he has proposed a law for
mandatory allocation of at least
6 per cent of GDP to the educa-
tion sector. "Unless thereis alaw
which binds the governments to
allocate the fund, the policy per
se will not result in the transfor-
mation of educationinIndia,” he
said.

Another issue he raised was
about the quality of education
provided in government schools.
He suggested that it should be on
par with private schools. "Going
to private schools should just be
an option, not a necessity due to
the lack of quality education in
our government schools. Only 5
per cent of children get access to
quality education, the rest 95 per
cent have been getting average
quality education,” he said.
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colonies:
AAP trains
guns on BJP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

WORKERS OF the Aam Aadmi
Party protested outside the BJP
headquarters Saturday against
the alleged delay by the Centre
in regularising unauthorised
colonies in the capital. Calling it
“dhoka divas”, the protesters
claimed BJP had betrayed the
people of Delhi.

“The Delhi government had
cleared a proposal for the regu-
larisation and sent it across to the
Centre, but the file is stuck and
no response was provided on the
same,” said AAP leader Gopal
Rai.

Theissue of regularisation of
unauthorised colonies has been
a major poll plank in Delhi as
there are a total of 1,797 such
colonies, housing lakhs of
people.

Earlier, AAP leader Atishi had
taken on the BJP: “After the
Centre sent the draft cabinet
note, Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal
directed all departments not to
raise any issue so that the note
gets approval within a month.
BJP’s own cabinet minister said
in July regularisation will be
done in a month. Now, (Delhi BJP
chief Manoj) Tiwari says it will
be done in six months.”

Meanwhile, BJP leaders will
organise an outreach pro-
gramme Sunday in 22 assembly
districts of Delhi on the issue of
unauthorised colonies.

BJP general secretary Kuljeet
Singh Chahal said the issue of
unauthorised colonies has been
politicised, first by the Congress
and now by AAP. He blamed
Kejriwal for not cooperating
with the Centre on the matter.

“Centre wrote many letters
for demarcation of boundaries
of these colonies to Delhi gov-
ernment, but they didn’t take
any concrete steps... through
this campaign, not only will the
lies of the Kejriwal government
be exposed, but the efforts of
the Central government for reg-
ularisation of unauthorised
colonies will also reach the peo-
ple,” he said.

A PLEASANT SURPRISE

After the rain at Connaught Place, Saturday. IMD has forecast a cloudy sky for Sunday
morning, with a possibility of light rain towards noon. Praveen Khanna

For parents of EWS students,
temporary relief in HC order

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 21

THE DELHI High Court's order
Wednesday restraining Air Force
Bal Bharti School from expelling
10 students from the economi-
cally weaker section (EWS) has
brought a temporary halt to
months of anxiety and uncer-
tainty faced by the children and
their parents.

The students had been admit-
ted to the school against seats re-
served under EWS category and
had completed class VIl in the
2018-2019 academic session. The
fear of being forced to leave the
school started last December
when they received letters from
the principal telling them they
will no longer be eligible for free
education under provisions for
EWS students once they reached
class IX in April, and that they
should make “suitable arrange-
ments”. Last month, they received
a“final reminder” saying that the
students faced expulsion if they
did not pay Rs 36,620 — the fee
for two academic quarters.

The mother of one of the stu-
dents, who approached court, re-
called that one of her daughter’s
deepest anxieties was that her
classmates would find out about

For 3 govt schools,
dinner with the CM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind
Kejriwal will host a dinner
Sunday in honour of teachers,
principals and other staff of
three Delhi government schools
ranked among the top 10 gov-
ernment schools of the country,
an official said.

The official said that along
with Deputy Chief Minister and
Education Minister Manish
Sisodia, senior officials of the
Education Department will also

attend the dinner at the Chief
Minister’s official residence.

According to India School
Ranking 2019 prepared by
Education World, a portal for
educators, teachers and par-
ents, Rajkiya Pratibha Vikas
Vidhyalaya, Sector 10, Dwarka
has been ranked the best in the
country for the second consec-
utive year.

From the other two, RPVV
Lajpat Nagar has jumped one
position and is now ranked at
fifth, while RPVV Rohini has en-
tered the top 10 group by get-
ting rank seven.
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the threat of expulsion she faced.

“It felt very strange to know
that this is something children
have to worry about...even as we
decided to take it up in court, she
said we should be careful that her
classmates do not hear of it. Their
friends and classmates do not
know which students are from
EWS category and she was wor-
ried they might stop talking to her
if they find out,” she said.

Mid-term examinations be-
gan on September 9 because of
which parents said the children
were doubly stressed. “There
have been days when they’ve
come back from school and we've
just whisked them away to court
in their uniforms for the formali-
ties,” said the mother of another
student.

After they began receiving let-
ters from the school, the families
began considering their options.
One mother said that she had re-
signed to the idea that she would
have to withdraw her child from
the school. “I had even gone to a
government school to find out
about admission, but the princi-
pal told me that my child would
not be able to adjust there after
having studied at a private school
like this,” she said.

Every parent The Sunday
Express spoke to said they have

had very positive experiences
with the school in the past, even
though getting admission in the
first place had seemed like a pipe
dream at the time.

“Standing at the gate of these
buildings was itself a big deal. At
the time of my daughter’s admis-
sion, I didn’t know about the EWS
provision. An auto driver told me
that parents are lining up to ap-
ply and I should also try for my
daughter. We were the last to ap-
ply,itwasallluck,” said one of the
mothers, who works as a health-
care worker with an NGO and is
the sole breadwinner in a family
with four children.

The school’s principal had ear-
lier said that schools are well
within their right to ask for fee
from the students concerned.

With the court’s order, par-
ents’ worries may have been put
to rest for a while, but future
challenges await. The mother of
one of the students, an angan-
wadi worker, has a daughter
studying in class VIII at another
prominent school. “We have al-
ready been informed that from
next year, we will have to pay
fees there. 1 was in a hurry to
wind up the current matter be-
cause I will have to prepare to
deal with that as well. There will
be another fight,” she said.

NORTH WEST DELHI

Running from thieves, man
mistaken for child lifter, killed

SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

OVER TWO weeks after he was
beaten up over suspicion of
child lifting in a North West
Delhi colony, a 27-year-old man
died early Saturday morning at
Safdarjung Hospital. The man
has been identified as Govind, a
daily wage labourer.

DCP (North West) Vijayanta
Arya said, “The incident took
place on September 3 at
Jailerwala Bagh, and an attempt
to murder case was registered
against three men at Ashok
Vihar police station. The men
were arrested on September 4.”

Police said that in his state-
ment, Govind said he was
beaten up by residents of
Jailerwala Bagh when he hid on
a terrace to escape two men

Govind was near the
railway tracks when he
was stopped by 2 men
with knives. To escape,
he hid on the terrace of
a building, police said

who wanted to rob him.

An officer said, “The men
who allegedly beat him as-
sumed he was a thief or a child
lifter.” They have been identi-
fied as Yashwant Kumar (35),
Rakesh Yadav (22) and Phool
Chand (69).

The victim'’s brother, Bhim
Singh, said that he and Govind
lived with their mother in
Wazirpur Industrial Area. “Early
morning on September 3,
Govind went to relieve himself

near the railway line and was
stopped by two men with
knives. They attempted to rob
him and he ran to save his life
and reached Jailerwala Bagh,”
he told The Indian Express.

Singh said his brother told
him that he knocked on the
doors of several homes to seek
shelter, but no one opened the
door. He said, “Govind climbed
a terrace of a home and hid
there, and then someone
opened the door and spotted
him. More people gathered and
started beating him up with
bats and sticks and accused him
of child kidnapping... then they
left him to die. I found out at 7
am when people saw his blood-
ied body.”

DCP Arya confirmed that
this was the statement given by
Govind to the police on the day
of the incident.

Govind was employed at a
shoe factory in Wazirpur
Industrial area. He earned
around Rs 7,000 a month and
took care of his mother and
brother. His post-mortem was
conducted Saturday.

Singh alleged that his
brother didn’t receive regular
treatment at a slew of govern-
ment hospitals they took him
to, and that on September 3 he
was admitted to Deep Chand
Bandhu hospital in Ashok Vihar
and discharged soon after.

“Till September 17, he was at
home and every day we took
him to hospitals for treatment,
but they kept asking us to go to
another hospital. On September
17, he was finally admitted to
Safdarjung Hospital, where he
died at 5 am...if he had received
timely treatment, he might
have survived,” he said.

BJP leader’s image on school bags,
South MCD issues showcause notice

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

SCHOOL BAGS with pictures of
BJP leaders and a vaccination
drive carried out, allegedly by a
local councillor without permis-
sion from authorities, has come
under the scanner of the South
MCD's education department.

ASouth MCD official said for-
mer standing committee chair-
person Shailendar Singh Monty
distributed bags, featuring his
photo alongside a photo of BJP
MP Meenakshi Lekhi and the
BJP's Lotus symbol, to children at
acivic body school in Hauz Rani.
The official also said there were
reports of a vaccination drive be-
ing conducted by a BJP councillor
with the help of some NGOs and
private physicians in some South
Delhi schools.
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The bags were distributed at
a school in Hauz Rani

P

Taking congizance of the in-
cidents, the South body's educa-
tion department issued show-
cause notice to the zonal official
on September 17. “Schoolbags
with photographs of former
councillor in Hauz Rani and
Begampur schools. Vaccination
has been done without permis-
sion in certain schools by some

NGOs and physicians. You are
hereby directed to show cause as
to why disciplinary action
should not be initiated against
you,” the notice states.

SDMC education director
Shirish Sharma said no one can
distribute bags or administer any
form of vaccine without taking
permission. “Zonal officialsinaall
schools have been issued strict
instruction that no such activi-
ties should be allowed and all re-
quests have to be passed through
headquarters,” he said.

Monty, however, claimed he
had not distributed the bags in-
side the school but in alane out-
side the main gate. “These chil-
dren are from a very poor
background, so I am helping
them. Every year I give bags,
fruits, cycles to children in
schools,” he said.

However, in a video posted

on Monty's Facebook profile on
September 12, he is purportedly
seen distributing bags both in-
side and outside the school
premises.

“Theissueis being politicised
because I had notinvited the ed-
ucation committee chairperson
Nandini Sharmato the event,” he
claimed.

Sharma denied Monty's alle-
gations: “l ordered the probe be-
cause such activities cannot be
allowed. I am waiting for the re-
port.”

A senior South MCD official
said that any health camp re-
quires a permission from au-
thorities as mandatory checks
are required to ensure stan-
dards are maintained. He said
strict action will be taken if re-
ports of a vaccination drive
without permission are found
to be true.

ALL INDIA SAINIK SCHOOLS
ENTRANCE EXAM (AISSEE - 2020}

SAINIK SCHOOLS SOCIETY e

{Am Aitnnomas Oeganisation under Ministry of Delence, Govl of india)

ADMISSION 2020 - LAST DATE OF REGISTRATION
EXTEMDED TO 10 OCT 2019
Lasi Oiate for submsdnsn of Oning Aopilcafions Tor pdmieson jo Class
Vi1 & X i Sanik Schoots for he session 2025-21 has been extended
to 10 Ocf 2018 dum o admirmiralive reasons. Candidates may vl
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HIGH COURT OF TRIPURA
AGARTALA

No. F.11(4)-HC/2019/16908
Dated Agartala, the 20th September, 2019

ADVERTISEMENT

Applications are invited from the eligible practising
Advocates of Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes for
filling up 2 (Two) vacancies in Grade-l of Tripura Judicial
Service. If no suitable candidate of such reserved
categories is found available, the posts may be filled up
from UR category. Therefore, willing candidates of UR
category may also apply for the post. Detailed
advertisement, application form and syllabus etc. may be
downloaded from the official website of the High Court of
Tripura (http://thc.nic.in).

Last date for submission of application in prescribed form
is 11.10.2019.

Belated and incomplete applications will be rejected
summarily.

Sd/-
(S. G. CHATTOPADHYAY)
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Regional Office: 2nd & 3rd Floor, Naseema House, West Gandhi Maidan, Near Biscoman Bhawan, Patna - 800001. Ph.: 0612-221902

[Onder Proviso to Rule 8(6) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable property
mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Indian Overseas Bank|
Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is”, “As is what is" and "Whatever there is" on Dates as mentioned below (date of the sale) for recovery
of dues as mentioned hereunder due to the Secured Creditor from the below mentioned Borrower(s) & Guarantor(s).

Name of the
Borrower/Guarantor &
Branch

Description of the Immovable Property

EMD of the
Property

Bid Increase
Amount

Reserve Price] Amount mentioned  E-auction Date |
in the notice (Plus
future interest &
expenses to be
calculated further)

Timing of
E-auction

Bid submission
last date

Opp-Bimal Raje,

Mortgagor: Mr

Bairagibagh, PO-Bharthua
Jehanabad, Bihar, Pin-804408.
B/o: Anisabad, Patna

Borrower: M/s New Glass King, New
Bypass Road, Opp- PNB Anisabd,
Enclave-B, Nealr
Hernichak, Anisabad Patna-800002.

Prop.: Shri Lalu Prasad, S/o Mohan|
Singh, Behind BSNL Office, BSNL
Road, Madhusudan Colony, Hernichak,
Anisabd, Patna-800002. Guarantor
Chandra Bhushan
Yadav, Add-S/o Late Ramdhari Singh,
Thana-

Main Road.

Allthat partand parcel of the property consisting
of Equitable mortgage of commercial land and==s557 5507
building Registered in the name of Mr Chandr
Bhushan Yadav S/o Late Ramdhari Singh
vide sale deed no 27629 dated 14.12.2013
in Book no.-1, volume 605, on pages from109
to 117 and CD 93/2013, situated at Mohalla-
Chitokhara, P.S — Gardanibagh, Dist- Patna
Sab & Sadar Registry office, patna bearing
Tauji No-5243, Revenue Thana NO-17, Khatg
No-204, Cadestral Survey Plot no-315,(Part)
Ward no-8, Zone-3 serial no-114, circle- Patng
Sadar, under PMC, Patna. Total area of Plot/
0.50 dismil (217.76 Sq Ft.). Bounded: North-
Part Plot No-316, Md Kamal Mustafa, Sarwair
Imam, South-Part Plot No-316, Md Kama
Mustafa, Sarwar Imam, East-Govt Land, West-

339,48,000/4

) )

310,000/

16,03,452/-
and interest thereon =1T:00 AM to__|

24.10.2019

12:00 PM
22.10.2019

Borrower:
Factory: Thana No-79, Tauzi

Partner: 1. Mr. Vinod

West Jagjivan Nagar

2. Mr. Ranjit Kumar
(Guarantor) S/o Tulsi

Guarantor/Mortgagor: 1.
Heeramani Devi W/o Sri
Upadhyay, Vill-Katari,
Dist-Patna, Bihatr-801104, 2. Sri

Patna, Bihatr-801104
B/o: Gola Road, Patna

M/s Mangala Bricks,

Samilat, Khata No-145, Survey Plot
No-361, Khewat No-8, Mauza-Katari,
PS-Bikram, District-Patna 801104.

Mohan)

All that part and parcel of the property
No- consisting : Simple Mortgage of Land in the
name of Mr. Ranjit Kumar Upadhyay, S/
Tulsi Upadhyay, Thana No-79, Tauzi-Samilaf
Khata No-145, Survey Plot No-361, Khewat
No-8, Mauza-Katari, P.S.-Bikram, Dist-Patna

Upadhyay, Vill-Katari, PS-Bikram,

(Guarantor) H/o Dineshwar Sharma,
Road, Near
DM Residence, Gaya, Bihar-823001,
Upadhayay
Upadhayay,
Magadh Colony, Chandauti More, Near
Munna Dish TV, Gaya, Bihar-823001.

Smt
Tuls

PS-Bikram,

Tuls
Dist-

PIN-801104. Bounded by North-
Upadhayay, South- Sri Shama Upadhayay.
East-Niz, West-Sri Brahmdeo Upadhayay.

%80,99,000/4
%8,09,900/-
350,000/

Sri Sham3

389,40,406/-
and interest thereon

24.10.2019

11:00 AM to
12:00 PM

22.10.2019

Prop.: Sushil Kumar

Vaishali, State-Bihar 848115.
Guarantor: Sri Sanjeev Kumar

Thara Gopalpur, PS-Wauni,
Pusa, Dist-Samastipur.
B/o: Samastipur

‘Borrower: M/s Maa Kalratri Motors,
(Mortgagor
S/o Shri Kapileshwar Prasad Singh,
At- Adalpur, Dighikala, Hajipur, Distt;

Sah)|

S/o Lt. Rajender Sah, At-Village+PO-
Block-

All_that part and parcel of the

house property situated at Adalpur,

Hajipur, Vaishali, consisting of

60,127, Khesra no-304,306, Thana no-139
Jamabandi no-755 within the registration sub
district Hajipur and District Vaishali in the namg
of Shri Sushil Kumar S/o Shri Kapileshwaf
Prasad Singh, Area- 4.5 Decimal. Bounded by
North-Ram Prasad Singh, South-Rameshwal
Singh, East-18 feet road bihar Sarkar, West

Ramchandra Singh.

233,60,000/]
%3,36,000/-
350,000/

residential
PO
Khata no

331,21,250/-
and interest thereonf=

24.10.2019

10:00 AM to
11:00 AM

22.10.2019

Kush Sharma,

Permanent Address- C/o

Pin-801109.
Present Address- Flat
Kamalkunj Apartment,

No.

800025.
B/o: Bihta, Patna

Borrower: Mrs. Meera Devi W/o LaV

Gopa
Singh, Vill.-Jafra Bhagwanpur, Post-
Tishkhora, PS-Naubatpur, Dist.-Patna,

203,

Jaiprakash
Nagar, Ashiyana Nagar, Patna, Pin A

Land measuring area of 3.125 Decimals (2Q

Dhur) situated at Mauza-Bihta,
Thana No.-47, Khata No.-16 & 30

Kuchha Rasta, West-L/O Bhagwat

, Tauzi No.
2582, Survey Plot N0.910,911, Sub Registry
Office-Danapur, Dist.-Patna, Bihar in the namg
of Smt. Meera Devi W/o Sri Lav Kush Sharma
Boundary: (As per Deed) North-Smt. Sulekhg
Devi, South-Smt. Dharamsheela Devi, East-Sr
Rameshwar Singh & Others, Presently 10' feef
Wide Rasta, West-Sri Bhagwat Singh. (As pef
valulation report Actual): North-H/o Sulekhg
Devi, South-H/o Dharamsheela Devi, East-12

%10,69,000/4
31,06,900/-
310,000/

PS-Bihta

Singh.

32,38,472/-
and interest thereon

24.10.2019

11:00 AM to
12:00 PM

22.10.2019

For Detailed terms and conditions of the sale, Please refer to the link provided in secured creditor’'s website i.e. www.iob.in, https://lwww
publishtenders.gov.in, www.bankauctions.in.

Date : 19.09.2019
Place : Patna

Authorized Officer
Indian Overseas Bank




IN OTHER STATES

Gujarat (4 seats)

BY-ELECTIONS TO four
Assembly seats will be
held in Gujarat on Octo-
ber 21. These seats have
been vacant since the
MLAs nominated by the
BJPin the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections won their
Parliamentary seats. The
seats of Tharad, Kheralu,
Amraiwadiand Lunavada
will go to polls, even as
five other Assembly seats
remain vacant.
Radhanpur and Bayad
seats were vacated by
Congress MLAs Alpesh
Thakor and Dhavalsinh
Zala, respectively, after
they quit the party since
cross-voting in Rajya
Sabha polls in July. Three
other seats — Morva
Hadaf, Dwarka and Talala
— held respectively by
Independent MLA
Bhupendra Khant, BJP’s
Pabubha Manek and
Congress’s Bhagabhai
Barad, are vacant due to
litigation. The Congress
on Saturday asked why
bypolls to all seven
Assembly seats could not
be conducted together. “It
clearly shows BJP has put
pressure on the EC,” state
Congress chief Amit
Chavda said. State BJP
president Jitu Vaghani
said his party was confi-
dent of retaining all four
seats. ENS
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Amit Chavda

Kerala (5 seats)

The Opposition Congress-
led UDF, which had dealta
big blow to the ruling LDF
in the Lok Sabha polls, said
on Saturday that the
October 21 bypolls in five
constituencies in Kerala
would be a referendum
on the “misrule” of the
LDF government. Besides
the five constituencies,
bypoll results in Pala
would also favour the UDF
and it would hit a “sixer”,
the party said. CPI(M)
state secretary Kodiyeri
Balakrishanan said the
LDFis ready to face the by-
polls. “The party has start-
ed the campaign from the
grassroots,” he said. PTI

Odisha (1 seat)

With the Election
Commission announcing
bypolls to Bijepur Assem-
bly segment on October
21, the model code of
conduct has come into
force in Odisha's Bargarh
district, said Chief Elect-
oral Officer S Kumar. Bije-
pur seat was vacated by
CM Naveen Patnaik as he
retained Hinjili Assembly
segment in Ganjam dis-
trict. Patnaik won both
from Hinjili and Bijepur
seatin the 2019 Assembly
election. All three major
parties — ruling BJD and
opposition BJP and
Congress — have started
preparations for the by-
poll, but no candidate has
been announced. PTI

All eyes on 13 seats as ousted

THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, SEPTEMBER 22,2019

(GOVT & POLITICS

MLAs bank on SC to contest

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 21

WITH THE announcement of by-
polls on October 21 for 15
Assembly seats in Karnataka, for-
mer Congress and JD(S) MLAs of
these constituencies, who were
disqualified from contesting elec-
tions under the anti-defection
law for defecting to BJP, are rely-
ing on the Supreme Court to can-
cel their disqualification in order
to contest the polls.

The matter is expected to
come up in Supreme Court on
Monday.

The bypolls were necessi-
tated by disqualification of these
legislators by then Speaker KR
Ramesh Kumar in July this year.

Their absence from the House
during the trust vote had led to
the collapse of the Congress-
JD(S) alliance led by H D
Kumaraswamy, and helped the
BJP assume power.

Of 15 constituencies going to
the bypolls, 12 were represented
by the Congress and three by
ID(S).

B CPatil, the disqualified MLA
from Hirekerur, said: “We have
approached the Supreme Court
and are hopeful of a favorable or-
der in terms of disqualification
from contesting elections. The
Speaker’s action was not as per
law.”

While Ramesh had disquali-
fied 17 MLAs under the anti-de-

Yediyurappa, Siddaramaiah

fection law, bypolls will not be
held for Rajarajeshwari Nagar
and Maski seats on October 21
since 2018 election-related cases
are pending in court.

The disqualified MLAs are
hoping that the BJP will give tick-
ets to their family members, or

'DECISION
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KARNATAKA

people of their choice, to contest
the polls in case the Supreme
Courtdecides against interfering
with the Speaker’s disqualifica-
tion orders at an early date before
nomination ends.

The former legislators went
into a huddle soon after the elec-
tion schedule was announced
and reportedly met legal experts
and Chief Minister B S

EXPLAINED

Why bypolls are
crucial for BJP govt

THE BYPOLLS are expected to be an acid test for the BJP gov-
ernment of Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa, who currently
has 106 seats in the Assembly, including an Independent.
The Opposition combine of Congress and JD(S) has 101 seats
in the 224-member Assembly with 17 vacancies.

After the bypolls, the strength of the House will be 222,
with two seats not going to the polls now. So to get past the
halfway mark of 111, the BJP needs to win at least six seats in
the by-elections to retain its majority.

Yediyurappa, whois travelling to
Delhi, PTI reported. They have
said they will seek a stay on the
election process on Monday,
when their petition comes up be-
fore the top court.

“Onthedisqualified MLAs, the
court and the EC will decide. Our
party is prepared for polls,” PTI
quoted BJP state president Nalin
Kumar Kateel as saying. Express-
ing confidence that BJP will win
all 15 seats, he said, “Without chal-
lenge, it is not politics.”

Sending out a note of equal
confidence, former CM and JD(S)
leader Kumarswamy said, “The
BJP government of B S
Yediyurappa will not last long;
that is quite clear. We will not
topple the government but the
bypolls will result in its fall.”

At a rally in Hosakote, one of
the 15 seats going to the bypolls,
Congress leader and former CM

First big challenge since LS polls,
Cong banks on economy plank

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE CONGRESS is yet to come out
of the shock and disappointment
of the Lok Sabha election debacle.
The situation of its ally NCP is no
better.  The elections in
Maharashtra and Haryana, to be
held even as the economy is slow-
ing, will be the first big challenge
for the demoralised opposition.

The BJP government at the
Centre has over the last fortnight
made a slew of announcements
to revive growth, signalling a re-
alisation that the economic situ-
ationis less than comfortable. Itis
no doubt an uphill battle for the
Congress and NCP — routed in
Haryana and Maharashtra just
four months ago —- but both par-
ties are hoping to raise issues of
the slowdown and job losses,and
at the same time keep the
Assembly elections local as the
BJP faces re-election as incum-
bent in both the states for the first
time.

On the surface, the Congress
appears listless when it comes to
countering the BJP’s election ma-
chine. Top leaders admit the
Assembly elections will be a very
difficult challenge, especially af-
ter the Modi government’s deci-
sions on J&RK which they feel have
found popular support. In
Haryana, the party hopes that
former CM Bhupinder Singh
Hooda’s support for scrapping
special status will neutralise the
BJP campaign on the issue.

A major worry for the
Congress and NCP in
Maharashtra is defections, but
unlike in 2014 the two parties are

.:‘ll: b - -
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Congress workers protest in Mumbai. File

fighting the elections together.
They have decided to contest 125
seats each, leaving 38 seats to
friendly parties like the SP and
Left. But Prakash Ambedkar’s
VBA remains out of their fold,and
thus a worry.

The Congress high command
has decided to field top leaders
to oversee polls in Maharashtra. It
has divided the state into five
zones —- putting top AICC office-
bearers like Mukul Wasnik, Rajni
Patil, Avinash Pandey, R C
Khuntia and Rajeev Satav as elec-
tionin-charges.

In Haryana, the Congress is
yet to tide over the factional feud
despite the change of guard. Both
Ashok Tanwar and Kiran
Chaudhary have not reconciled
to their ouster as PCC chief and
CLP leader respectively, but the
larger issue is finding the right
caste combination in ticket dis-
tribution. Many in the party fear
that handing the reins to Hooda

MANHANDLED AT JU, UNION MINISTER RESPONDS TO APPEAL

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 21

UNION MINISTER Babul Supriyo
on Saturday said that he will not
file an FIR against the student
who was caught on camera as-
saulting him on the Jadavpur
University (JU) campus Thursday.
Supriyo said he took the decision
after a video surfaced in which
the accused student’s mother
was seen appealing to the minis-
ter seeking forgiveness for his son.

Through a news report pub-
lished in a Bengali newspaper,
Rupali Ballabh, a cancer patient,
had urged Supriyo to forgive
Debanjan, who was identified by
Supriyo as the one pulling his hair.

In a tweet in Bengali, the
Minister of State for Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change
said, “Don’t worry, mashima

Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar visited Jadavpur University V-C
Suranjan Das at a Kolkata hospital and said he would work
with students, faculty and management to provide
wholesome environment for education. PTI

(aunty).Iwon’t harm your son. I
only want him to learn from his
mistakes. Neither have I filed an
FIR against anybody, nor have |
allowed anyone else to do so —

]

Don’t worry — get well soon,
mashima. Accept my respects.”

In the video, Ballabh is seen
requesting Supriyo with folded
hands not to drag his soninto le-

could polarise the electionintoa
Jat-versus-non-Jat battle.In both
the states, the Congress’s only
hope is local anti-incumbency.
The other big question is
whether Rahul Gandhi, who led
the party from the front in the
Lok Sabha elections and has since
resigned as party chief owning
responsibility for the defeat, will
plunge full throttle into election-
eering. Ever since 2014, he has
been the Congress’s most visible
campaigner in Assembly elec-
tions. Sonia Gandhi, who is back
as Congress president, has not
campaigned much in Assembly
elections recently. But with her
back at the helm, the other big
question is whether she will
campaign. All eyes are on
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra too. She
had campaigned outside UP for
the first time in the Lok Sabha
elections. It remains to be seen
whether she will campaign in a
seemingly difficult election.

gal matters or politics.

Debanjan, who is from
Burdwan, was a student of
Burdwan Municipal High School
and completed his higher
secondary from Burdwan Town
School. At present, he is a sec-
ond-year student of Sanskrit
College in Kolkata.

His father is a teacher.

On Thursday, Supriyo was
heckled by a section of students
at JU. The students gheraoed
Supriyo for over five hours.
When Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar rushed to JU torescue
him in the evening, his vehicle
was also blocked for about an
hour, before a huge police con-
tingent reached the campus and
escorted them out. Since then a
war of words is under way be-
tween Dhankhar and TMC sec-
retary general Partha Chatterjee.
A political slugfest also started

Siddaramaiah said: RIf people
have self-respect and pride, they
will not allow the rebels to con-
testand win the bypolls. The mat-
terisin courtand we do not know
what will happen. The people
should teach them (disqualified
MLAs) a lesson and send a mes-
sage to the whole country.”

While Kumaraswamy said
his party would contest all seats
onits own, Congress leaders sug-
gested that adecision on contest-
ing in a coalition with the JD(S)
would be taken by the party high
command.

The 15 constituencies going
to bypolls are Hirekerur, Yellapur,
Yeshwanthpur, Krishnarajpur-
am, Hospet, Shivajinagar, Chika-
ballapur, Hosakote, Kagwad,
Gokak, Athani and Rannebennur
(all won by Congress in 2018)
and Hunsur, KR Pet and Mahala-
kshmi Layout (won by JDS).

11 seats up for
polls, Hamipur
votes tomorrow

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 21

THE ELECTION Commission of
India on Saturday announced
that bypolls would be held on 11
seats to the Uttar Pradesh
Vidhan Sabha on October 21.
The 11 seats are Gangoh seat
in Saharanpur, Rampur seat,
Iglas seat in Aligarh, Lucknow
Cantonment in Lucknow, Gov-
indnagar in Kanpur, Manikpur in
Chitrakoot, Pratapgarh, Jaidpur
in Barabanki, Jalalpur in
Ambedkarnagar, Balha in
Bahraich and Ghosi in Mau.

UTTAR
PRADESH

While Ghosi seat was va-
cated after MLA Fagu Chauhan
took over as Bihar Governor, the
remaining seats were vacated af-
ter the MLAs contested the Lok
Sabha elections this year and
were elected as members of
Parliament.

In a statement issued by the
chief election commissioner,
Uttar Pradesh, the Model Code
of Conduct has been initiated in
the districts where bypolls are to
take place.

Meanwhile, the Hamirpur
Vidhan Sabha constituency is set
for a four-pronged bypoll contest
on September 23. The seat was
vacated following the conviction
of BJP MLA Ashok Kumar
Chandel in a 22-year-old murder
case. Hamirpur will be the first
electoral contest after the SP and
BSP parted ways after their poor
show in the Lok Sabha election.

ed student’s mother

between BJP and TMC over the
incident.

Meanwhile, on Friday night
Supriyo said he would file a
defamation case against CPI(M)
politburo member Mohammad
Salim, who had alleged that the
Union minister made derogatory
remarks on a woman student
during the JU violence.

In a tweet, Salim said, “The
Union Minister #BabulSupriyo
asks girls why they’re wearing
‘skimpy’ clothes & what they
come to university for. He went
on to tell a girl to join him in his
room and he will show her who
he really was!”

Responding to Salim, Supriyo
tweeted, “He (Salim) has to
prove his charge or pay the price.
Ineed not defend myself against
filthy losers like him.. it's nause-
ating & below my dignity.. my
lawyers will deal with him.”
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BJP, Sena in supremacy battle
as Oppn fights for survival

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE MAHARASHTRA Assembly
election on October 21 is set to be
a test for the uneasy alliance be-
tween the BJP and Shiv Sena.
With the Opposition still in dis-
array after the Lok Sabha poll
drubbing and desertions of sev-
eral leaders in the run-up to state
polls, many political analysts be-
lieve the October polls will be a
battle of supremacy between the
two ruling allies.

Since 2014, when the BJP em-
erged as the most powerful po-
litical force, tension has been
simmering between the two
sides. So, even as both parties
have firmed up a pre-poll al-
liance, BJP’s strategy is to get as
close to the halfway mark of 144
seats on its own.

Five years ago, BJP, riding on
the Narendra Modi wave, tripled
its seat tally (46 seats in 2009 to
122 seatsin 2014) when the two
parties had snapped ties and
contested independently for the
first time since 1995. It has since
notched up wins in local body
polls and made acquisitions from
Opposition ranks to enhance its
own footprint in Maharashtra.

Further, the landslide victory
in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
where the BJP-Sena alliance, un-
der PM Modi’s leadership, won
41 of the 48 seats in the state, has
bolstered the BJP’s hope for a big-
ger mandate this time.

The Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena, once the more domi-
nant force in the saffron alliance
in Maharashtra, has been forced
to play second fiddle to the BJP
since its upswing in 2014. Sena’s
strategists know that if the BJP
further improves its tally in the
Assembly and reaches anywhere

Even as BJP and Shiv Sena have firmed up a pre-poll alliance,
BJP strategy is to get close to the halfway mark on its own. File

MAHARASHTRA

near the halfway mark, its own
position in the alliance will be
compromised further.

This, said party sources, was
a key reason behind Uddhav’s
initial insistence of equal sharing
of seats and power in the state.
But seized of the importance of
staying in the alliance, the Sena
ceded some ground. Senais likely
to contest 126 seats, while BJP
(with smaller allies) will contest
the remaining 162, said sources.

To match the BJP in this
power tussle, even the Sena, over
the last few months, has system-
atically inducted Opposition
turncoats, including some legis-
lators, on seats the BJP has tradi-
tionally contested. To retain its
relevance, it has also projected
the party’s heir apparent, Aaditya
Thackeray, as a chief ministerial
face —amove that has seen some
resistance from the BJP camp.

Fadnavis, who is seeking a
second consecutive term, has la-

belled himself as the face of the
alliance and embarked on a
statewide tour.

But this battle of supremacy
between the saffron allies has
come at the cost of the
Opposition, with the two main
parties, the Congress and NCP,
fighting for survival in a state they
once dominated.

Key desertions have hit them
further. Since the Lok Sabha polls,
24 senior leaders — including 13
serving legislators and 10 former
ministers — have switched to ei-
ther the BJP or Sena. The BJP, in
particular, has been making ef-
forts to weaken NCP’s base in
western Maharashtra, where
Sharad Pawar’s party draws its
clout. The polls will also be a test
of Pawar’s political acumen. With
the Congress lacking a strong
mass leader and battling infight-
ing, the onus of leading the Oppo-
sition campaign has fallen on the
NCP patriarch again. But Pawar’s
party has been hit the mostby the
exodus, forcing the 78-year-old to
embark on a statewide tour tore-
motivate his cadre.

Oppn divided, we will cross
75-seat mark, says Khattar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 21

SEEKING TO carry the momen-
tum it gained in the Lok Sabha
polls earlier this year, the ruling
BJPinHaryanais confident of win-
ning more than 75 of the total 90
seats in the Assembly polls.

Haryana will go to polls on
October 21, the EC announced
Saturday. The results will be de-
clared on October 24.

BJP, for the first time, wonall 10
Lok Sabha seats in the elections
held inMay and increased its vote
share to over 58 per cent in
Haryana, cappingits best perform-
ancein 2014 Assembly pollswhen
it bagged 47 seats. The party, un-
der the leadership of Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar, is
already working on “Mission 75”.

“BJP is strong in all the 90
Assembly segments. Opposition
political parties stand divided and
astampedeis taking placein these
parties. We will cross 75-plus
seats in the Assembly,” Khattar
told media here.

He said the BJP has completed
all preparations for the polls. “The
tickets will be allocated to those
who follow the party’s ideology
and have a clean image,” he said,
adding that “allocation of tickets
will be finalised soon”.

Soon after the pollswere an-
nounced, Khattar said the NRCis

UNEMPLOYED TO GET
ALLOWANCE: HOODA

Chandigarh: Congress leader
and former chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda said
on Saturday that if voted to
power, the party will either
give jobs to unemployed
graduate and post-graduate
degree holders, or give them
a monthly allowance of Rs
7,000 and Rs 10,000, respec-
tively. “Postgraduate unem-
ployed will either get jobs or
Rs 10,000 per month al-
lowance while those holding
graduate degrees to will ei-
ther get job or Rs 7,000 per
month allowance,” Hooda
said. ENS

HARYANA

notanelectionissue Haryana, but
itis step towards safeguarding the
nation's interest and should be
implemented in all states.

While Khattar is going to the
electorate citing achievements of
his government, scrapping of
J&K’s special status besides the
Modi factor; the Oppositionis tar-
geting the ruling party on the is-
sues of unemployment, poor
economy, youthand waterissues.

In the Congress camp, the in-
fighting refuses to die down, de-
spite the party high command
having made structural changes
in state hierarchy. Lack of synergy
among state unit’s senior leaders
had badly affected the party’s per-
formance in the Lok Sabha polls.

Congress communications in-
charge, Randeep Surjewala said,
“Not only in Haryana, but in
Jharkhand and Maharashtra too,
Congress will win and form the
governments. People have already
taken a pledge to oust the BJP gov-
ernment from these states”.

Yogendra Yadav, president of
Swaraj India, Saturday told the op-
position parties that “this time in-
stead of ‘tu-tu-main-main’bicker-
ingand horse trading, “let there be
meaningful debate on the biggest
problem of the state — unemploy-
ment”. The other opposition par-
ties stand divided. While the
Indian National Lok Dal has al-
most been decimated with
Ellanabad MLA Abhay Chautala
the only known face left to lead
the party; its breakaway faction
Jannayak Janta Party has Hisar’s
former MP Dushyant Chautala
and his brother Digvijay Chautala,
as its commanders.

JJP had already announced
seven candidates and is expected
torelease the second list of candi-
dates soon. Abhay too said that
INLD will declareits candidates af-
ter a September 25 rally.

‘Shift slaughterhouse sanctioned
near temples by BJP-led civic body’

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, SEPTEMBER 21

DAYS AFTER the BJP slammed
him for remarks that some saf-
fron-clad people were commit-
ting rapes and that sexual assaults
are taking place even in temples,
senior Congress leader Digvijaya
Singh on Saturday said the BJP’s
decision to sanction a slaughter-
house near temples on the out-
skirts of Bhopal had hurt his feel-
ings, and that of lakhs of devotees.
Singh was referring to a
slaughterhouse that the BJP-
ruled Bhopal Municipal
Corporation (BMC)is building at
Aadampur Chhavani, near
Kankali Mandir near Bhopal.
The former chief minister
wrote to state Urban
Development Minister

Congress
leader
Digvijaya
Singh

Jaivardhan Singh, who s his son,
and requested him to immedi-
ately stop implementation of the
decision taken by the municipal
body when the BJP government
was in power in the state.

Singh pointed out that dur-
ing Navratri thousands of pil-
grims visit Kankali Mandir. Three
more temples, including a Ram
Mandir and an ISKCON temple,
are located on the road leading
to Kankali Mandir, the Rajya
Sabha MP noted.

The letter stated that
Congress workers had opposed
the decision of the then BJP gov-

ernment led by Shivraj Singh
Chouhan to shift the slaughter-
house from its existing location
at Subhashnagar to Aadampur
Chhavni. Singh wrote that
protests had forced the Chouhan
government to shelve the idea of
building the slaughterhouse.

But, he wrote, Chouhan and
the BJP-led municipal corpora-
tion went against people’s wishes
and sanctioned a detailed project
report. He requested the present
minister to move the slaughter-
house to another location.

Reacting to Singh's objec-
tions, BJP spokesperson Rajneesh
Agrawal said the party will speak
to the Mayor and decide what
could be done. Singh, who lost
the recent Lok Sabha election to
Pragya Singh Thakur from
Bhopal seat, is often targeted by
BJP leaders for his remarks.




IN OTHER STATES

Gujarat (4 seats)

BY-ELECTIONS TO four
Assembly seats will be
held in Gujarat on Octo-
ber 21. These seats have
been vacant since the
MLAs nominated by the
BJPin the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections won their
Parliamentary seats. The
seats of Tharad, Kheralu,
Amraiwadiand Lunavada
will go to polls, even as
five other Assembly seats
remain vacant.
Radhanpur and Bayad
seats were vacated by
Congress MLAs Alpesh
Thakor and Dhavalsinh
Zala, respectively, after
they quit the party since
cross-voting in Rajya
Sabha polls in July. Three
other seats — Morva
Hadaf, Dwarka and Talala
— held respectively by
Independent MLA
Bhupendra Khant, BJP’s
Pabubha Manek and
Congress’s Bhagabhai
Barad, are vacant due to
litigation. The Congress
on Saturday asked why
bypolls to all seven
Assembly seats could not
be conducted together. “It
clearly shows BJP has put
pressure on the EC,” state
Congress chief Amit
Chavda said. State BJP
president Jitu Vaghani
said his party was confi-
dent of retaining all four
seats. ENS
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Amit Chavda

Kerala (5 seats)

The Opposition Congress-
led UDF, which had dealta
big blow to the ruling LDF
in the Lok Sabha polls, said
on Saturday that the
October 21 bypolls in five
constituencies in Kerala
would be a referendum
on the “misrule” of the
LDF government. Besides
the five constituencies,
bypoll results in Pala
would also favour the UDF
and it would hit a “sixer”,
the party said. CPI(M)
state secretary Kodiyeri
Balakrishanan said the
LDFis ready to face the by-
polls. “The party has start-
ed the campaign from the
grassroots,” he said. PTI

Odisha (1 seat)

With the Election
Commission announcing
bypolls to Bijepur Assem-
bly segment on October
21, the model code of
conduct has come into
force in Odisha's Bargarh
district, said Chief Elect-
oral Officer S Kumar. Bije-
pur seat was vacated by
CM Naveen Patnaik as he
retained Hinjili Assembly
segment in Ganjam dis-
trict. Patnaik won both
from Hinjili and Bijepur
seatin the 2019 Assembly
election. All three major
parties — ruling BJD and
opposition BJP and
Congress — have started
preparations for the by-
poll, but no candidate has
been announced. PTI

THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, SEPTEMBER 22,2019

(GOVT & POLITICS

Focus on 13 seats, disqualified
MLAs wait for SC decision

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 21

WITH THE announcement of by-
polls on October 21 for 15
Assembly seats in Karnataka, for-
mer Congress and JD(S) MLAs of
these constituencies, who were
disqualified from contesting elec-
tions under the anti-defection
law for defecting to BJP, are rely-
ing on the Supreme Court to can-
cel their disqualification in order
to contest the polls.

The matter is expected to
come up in Supreme Court on
Monday.

The bypolls were necessi-
tated by disqualification of these
legislators by then Speaker KR
Ramesh Kumar in July this year.

Their absence from the House
during the trust vote had led to
the collapse of the Congress-
JD(S) alliance led by H D
Kumaraswamy, and helped the
BJP assume power.

Of 15 constituencies going to
the bypolls, 12 were represented
by the Congress and three by
ID(S).

B CPatil, the disqualified MLA
from Hirekerur, said: “We have
approached the Supreme Court
and are hopeful of a favorable or-
der in terms of disqualification
from contesting elections. The
Speaker’s action was not as per
law.”

While Ramesh had disquali-
fied 17 MLAs under the anti-de-

Yediyurappa, Siddaramaiah

fection law, bypolls will not be
held for Rajarajeshwari Nagar
and Maski seats on October 21
since 2018 election-related cases
are pending in court.

The disqualified MLAs are
hoping that the BJP will give tick-
ets to their family members, or
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KARNATAKA

people of their choice, to contest
the polls in case the Supreme
Courtdecides against interfering
with the Speaker’s disqualifica-
tion orders at an early date before
nomination ends.

The former legislators went
into a huddle soon after the elec-
tion schedule was announced
and reportedly met legal experts
and Chief Minister B S

EXPLAINED

Why bypolls are
crucial for BJP govt

THE BYPOLLS are expected to be an acid test for the BJP gov-
ernment of Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa, who currently
has 106 seats in the Assembly, including an Independent.
The Opposition combine of Congress and JD(S) has 101 seats
in the 224-member Assembly with 17 vacancies.

After the bypolls, the strength of the House will be 222,
with two seats not going to the polls now. So to get past the
halfway mark of 111, the BJP needs to win at least six seats in
the by-elections to retain its majority.

Yediyurappa, whois travelling to
Delhi, PTI reported. They have
said they will seek a stay on the
election process on Monday,
when their petition comes up be-
fore the top court.

“Onthedisqualified MLAs, the
court and the EC will decide. Our
party is prepared for polls,” PTI
quoted BJP state president Nalin
Kumar Kateel as saying. Express-
ing confidence that BJP will win
all 15 seats, he said, “Without chal-
lenge, it is not politics.”

Sending out a note of equal
confidence, former CM and JD(S)
leader Kumarswamy said, “The
BJP government of B S
Yediyurappa will not last long;
that is quite clear. We will not
topple the government but the
bypolls will result in its fall.”

At a rally in Hosakote, one of
the 15 seats going to the bypolls,
Congress leader and former CM

First big challenge since LS polls,
Cong banks on economy plank

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE CONGRESS is yet to come out
of the shock and disappointment
of the Lok Sabha election debacle.
The situation of its ally NCP is no
better.  The elections in
Maharashtra and Haryana, to be
held even as the economy is slow-
ing, will be the first big challenge
for the demoralised opposition.

The BJP government at the
Centre has over the last fortnight
made a slew of announcements
to revive growth, signalling a re-
alisation that the economic situ-
ationis less than comfortable. Itis
no doubt an uphill battle for the
Congress and NCP — routed in
Haryana and Maharashtra just
four months ago —- but both par-
ties are hoping to raise issues of
the slowdown and job losses,and
at the same time keep the
Assembly elections local as the
BJP faces re-election as incum-
bent in both the states for the first
time.

On the surface, the Congress
appears listless when it comes to
countering the BJP’s election ma-
chine. Top leaders admit the
Assembly elections will be a very
difficult challenge, especially af-
ter the Modi government’s deci-
sions on J&RK which they feel have
found popular support. In
Haryana, the party hopes that
former CM Bhupinder Singh
Hooda’s support for scrapping
special status will neutralise the
BJP campaign on the issue.

A major worry for the
Congress and NCP in
Maharashtra is defections, but
unlike in 2014 the two parties are
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Congress workers protest in Mumbai. File

fighting the elections together.
They have decided to contest 125
seats each, leaving 38 seats to
friendly parties like the SP and
Left. But Prakash Ambedkar’s
VBA remains out of their fold,and
thus a worry.

The Congress high command
has decided to field top leaders
to oversee polls in Maharashtra. It
has divided the state into five
zones —- putting top AICC office-
bearers like Mukul Wasnik, Rajni
Patil, Avinash Pandey, R C
Khuntia and Rajeev Satav as elec-
tionin-charges.

In Haryana, the Congress is
yet to tide over the factional feud
despite the change of guard. Both
Ashok Tanwar and Kiran
Chaudhary have not reconciled
to their ouster as PCC chief and
CLP leader respectively, but the
larger issue is finding the right
caste combination in ticket dis-
tribution. Many in the party fear
that handing the reins to Hooda

MANHANDLED AT JU, UNION MINISTER RESPONDS TO APPEAL

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 21

UNION MINISTER Babul Supriyo
on Saturday said that he will not
file an FIR against the student
who was caught on camera as-
saulting him on the Jadavpur
University (JU) campus Thursday.
Supriyo said he took the decision
after a video surfaced in which
the accused student’s mother
was seen appealing to the minis-
ter seeking forgiveness for his son.

Through a news report pub-
lished in a Bengali newspaper,
Rupali Ballabh, a cancer patient,
had urged Supriyo to forgive
Debanjan, who was identified by
Supriyo as the one pulling his hair.

In a tweet in Bengali, the
Minister of State for Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change
said, “Don’t worry, mashima

Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar visited Jadavpur University V-C
Suranjan Das at a Kolkata hospital and said he would work
with students, faculty and management to provide
wholesome environment for education. PTI

(aunty).Iwon’t harm your son. I
only want him to learn from his
mistakes. Neither have I filed an
FIR against anybody, nor have |
allowed anyone else to do so —

]

Don’t worry — get well soon,
mashima. Accept my respects.”

In the video, Ballabh is seen
requesting Supriyo with folded
hands not to drag his soninto le-

could polarise the electionintoa
Jat-versus-non-Jat battle.In both
the states, the Congress’s only
hope is local anti-incumbency.
The other big question is
whether Rahul Gandhi, who led
the party from the front in the
Lok Sabha elections and has since
resigned as party chief owning
responsibility for the defeat, will
plunge full throttle into election-
eering. Ever since 2014, he has
been the Congress’s most visible
campaigner in Assembly elec-
tions. Sonia Gandhi, who is back
as Congress president, has not
campaigned much in Assembly
elections recently. But with her
back at the helm, the other big
question is whether she will
campaign. All eyes are on
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra too. She
had campaigned outside UP for
the first time in the Lok Sabha
elections. It remains to be seen
whether she will campaign in a
seemingly difficult election.

gal matters or politics.

Debanjan, who is from
Burdwan, was a student of
Burdwan Municipal High School
and completed his higher
secondary from Burdwan Town
School. At present, he is a sec-
ond-year student of Sanskrit
College in Kolkata.

His father is a teacher.

On Thursday, Supriyo was
heckled by a section of students
at JU. The students gheraoed
Supriyo for over five hours.
When Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar rushed to JU torescue
him in the evening, his vehicle
was also blocked for about an
hour, before a huge police con-
tingent reached the campus and
escorted them out. Since then a
war of words is under way be-
tween Dhankhar and TMC sec-
retary general Partha Chatterjee.
A political slugfest also started

Siddaramaiah said: RIf people
have self-respect and pride, they
will not allow the rebels to con-
testand win the bypolls. The mat-
terisin courtand we do not know
what will happen. The people
should teach them (disqualified
MLAs) a lesson and send a mes-
sage to the whole country.”

While Kumaraswamy said
his party would contest all seats
onits own, Congress leaders sug-
gested that adecision on contest-
ing in a coalition with the JD(S)
would be taken by the party high
command.

The 15 constituencies going
to bypolls are Hirekerur, Yellapur,
Yeshwanthpur, Krishnarajpur-
am, Hospet, Shivajinagar, Chika-
ballapur, Hosakote, Kagwad,
Gokak, Athani and Rannebennur
(all won by Congress in 2018)
and Hunsur, KR Pet and Mahala-
kshmi Layout (won by JDS).

11 seats up for
polls, Hamipur
votes tomorrow

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 21

THE ELECTION Commission of
India on Saturday announced
that bypolls would be held on 11
seats to the Uttar Pradesh
Vidhan Sabha on October 21.
The 11 seats are Gangoh seat
in Saharanpur, Rampur seat,
Iglas seat in Aligarh, Lucknow
Cantonment in Lucknow, Gov-
indnagar in Kanpur, Manikpur in
Chitrakoot, Pratapgarh, Jaidpur
in Barabanki, Jalalpur in
Ambedkarnagar, Balha in
Bahraich and Ghosi in Mau.

UTTAR
PRADESH

While Ghosi seat was va-
cated after MLA Fagu Chauhan
took over as Bihar Governor, the
remaining seats were vacated af-
ter the MLAs contested the Lok
Sabha elections this year and
were elected as members of
Parliament.

In a statement issued by the
chief election commissioner,
Uttar Pradesh, the Model Code
of Conduct has been initiated in
the districts where bypolls are to
take place.

Meanwhile, the Hamirpur
Vidhan Sabha constituency is set
for a four-pronged bypoll contest
on September 23. The seat was
vacated following the conviction
of BJP MLA Ashok Kumar
Chandel in a 22-year-old murder
case. Hamirpur will be the first
electoral contest after the SP and
BSP parted ways after their poor
show in the Lok Sabha election.

ed student’s mother

between BJP and TMC over the
incident.

Meanwhile, on Friday night
Supriyo said he would file a
defamation case against CPI(M)
politburo member Mohammad
Salim, who had alleged that the
Union minister made derogatory
remarks on a woman student
during the JU violence.

In a tweet, Salim said, “The
Union Minister #BabulSupriyo
asks girls why they’re wearing
‘skimpy’ clothes & what they
come to university for. He went
on to tell a girl to join him in his
room and he will show her who
he really was!”

Responding to Salim, Supriyo
tweeted, “He (Salim) has to
prove his charge or pay the price.
Ineed not defend myself against
filthy losers like him.. it's nause-
ating & below my dignity.. my
lawyers will deal with him.”
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BJP, Sena in supremacy battle
as Oppn fights for survival

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE MAHARASHTRA Assembly
election on October 21 is set to be
a test for the uneasy alliance be-
tween the BJP and Shiv Sena.
With the Opposition still in dis-
array after the Lok Sabha poll
drubbing and desertions of sev-
eral leaders in the run-up to state
polls, many political analysts be-
lieve the October polls will be a
battle of supremacy between the
two ruling allies.

Since 2014, when the BJP em-
erged as the most powerful po-
litical force, tension has been
simmering between the two
sides. So, even as both parties
have firmed up a pre-poll al-
liance, BJP’s strategy is to get as
close to the halfway mark of 144
seats on its own.

Five years ago, BJP, riding on
the Narendra Modi wave, tripled
its seat tally (46 seats in 2009 to
122 seatsin 2014) when the two
parties had snapped ties and
contested independently for the
first time since 1995. It has since
notched up wins in local body
polls and made acquisitions from
Opposition ranks to enhance its
own footprint in Maharashtra.

Further, the landslide victory
in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
where the BJP-Sena alliance, un-
der PM Modi’s leadership, won
41 of the 48 seats in the state, has
bolstered the BJP’s hope for a big-
ger mandate this time.

The Uddhav Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena, once the more domi-
nant force in the saffron alliance
in Maharashtra, has been forced
to play second fiddle to the BJP
since its upswing in 2014. Sena’s
strategists know that if the BJP
further improves its tally in the
Assembly and reaches anywhere

Even as BJP and Shiv Sena have firmed up a pre-poll alliance,
BJP strategy is to get close to the halfway mark on its own. File

MAHARASHTRA

near the halfway mark, its own
position in the alliance will be
compromised further.

This, said party sources, was
a key reason behind Uddhav’s
initial insistence of equal sharing
of seats and power in the state.
But seized of the importance of
staying in the alliance, the Sena
ceded some ground. Senais likely
to contest 126 seats, while BJP
(with smaller allies) will contest
the remaining 162, said sources.

To match the BJP in this
power tussle, even the Sena, over
the last few months, has system-
atically inducted Opposition
turncoats, including some legis-
lators, on seats the BJP has tradi-
tionally contested. To retain its
relevance, it has also projected
the party’s heir apparent, Aaditya
Thackeray, as a chief ministerial
face —amove that has seen some
resistance from the BJP camp.

Fadnavis, who is seeking a
second consecutive term, has la-

belled himself as the face of the
alliance and embarked on a
statewide tour.

But this battle of supremacy
between the saffron allies has
come at the cost of the
Opposition, with the two main
parties, the Congress and NCP,
fighting for survival in a state they
once dominated.

Key desertions have hit them
further. Since the Lok Sabha polls,
24 senior leaders — including 13
serving legislators and 10 former
ministers — have switched to ei-
ther the BJP or Sena. The BJP, in
particular, has been making ef-
forts to weaken NCP’s base in
western Maharashtra, where
Sharad Pawar’s party draws its
clout. The polls will also be a test
of Pawar’s political acumen. With
the Congress lacking a strong
mass leader and battling infight-
ing, the onus of leading the Oppo-
sition campaign has fallen on the
NCP patriarch again. But Pawar’s
party has been hit the mostby the
exodus, forcing the 78-year-old to
embark on a statewide tour tore-
motivate his cadre.

Oppn divided, we will cross
75-seat mark, says Khattar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 21

SEEKING TO carry the momen-
tum it gained in the Lok Sabha
polls earlier this year, the ruling
BJPinHaryanais confident of win-
ning more than 75 of the total 90
seats in the Assembly polls.

Haryana will go to polls on
October 21, the EC announced
Saturday. The results will be de-
clared on October 24.

BJP, for the first time, wonall 10
Lok Sabha seats in the elections
held inMay and increased its vote
share to over 58 per cent in
Haryana, cappingits best perform-
ancein 2014 Assembly pollswhen
it bagged 47 seats. The party, un-
der the leadership of Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar, is
already working on “Mission 75”.

“BJP is strong in all the 90
Assembly segments. Opposition
political parties stand divided and
astampedeis taking placein these
parties. We will cross 75-plus
seats in the Assembly,” Khattar
told media here.

He said the BJP has completed
all preparations for the polls. “The
tickets will be allocated to those
who follow the party’s ideology
and have a clean image,” he said,
adding that “allocation of tickets
will be finalised soon”.

Soon after the pollswere an-
nounced, Khattar said the NRCis

UNEMPLOYED TO GET
ALLOWANCE: HOODA

Chandigarh: Congress leader
and former chief minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda said
on Saturday that if voted to
power, the party will either
give jobs to unemployed
graduate and post-graduate
degree holders, or give them
a monthly allowance of Rs
7,000 and Rs 10,000, respec-
tively. “Postgraduate unem-
ployed will either get jobs or
Rs 10,000 per month al-
lowance while those holding
graduate degrees to will ei-
ther get job or Rs 7,000 per
month allowance,” Hooda
said. ENS

HARYANA

notanelectionissue Haryana, but
itis step towards safeguarding the
nation's interest and should be
implemented in all states.

While Khattar is going to the
electorate citing achievements of
his government, scrapping of
J&K’s special status besides the
Modi factor; the Oppositionis tar-
geting the ruling party on the is-
sues of unemployment, poor
economy, youthand waterissues.

In the Congress camp, the in-
fighting refuses to die down, de-
spite the party high command
having made structural changes
in state hierarchy. Lack of synergy
among state unit’s senior leaders
had badly affected the party’s per-
formance in the Lok Sabha polls.

Congress communications in-
charge, Randeep Surjewala said,
“Not only in Haryana, but in
Jharkhand and Maharashtra too,
Congress will win and form the
governments. People have already
taken a pledge to oust the BJP gov-
ernment from these states”.

Yogendra Yadav, president of
Swaraj India, Saturday told the op-
position parties that “this time in-
stead of ‘tu-tu-main-main’bicker-
ingand horse trading, “let there be
meaningful debate on the biggest
problem of the state — unemploy-
ment”. The other opposition par-
ties stand divided. While the
Indian National Lok Dal has al-
most been decimated with
Ellanabad MLA Abhay Chautala
the only known face left to lead
the party; its breakaway faction
Jannayak Janta Party has Hisar’s
former MP Dushyant Chautala
and his brother Digvijay Chautala,
as its commanders.

JJP had already announced
seven candidates and is expected
torelease the second list of candi-
dates soon. Abhay too said that
INLD will declareits candidates af-
ter a September 25 rally.

‘Shift slaughterhouse sanctioned
near temples by BJP-led civic body’

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, SEPTEMBER 21

DAYS AFTER the BJP slammed
him for remarks that some saf-
fron-clad people were commit-
ting rapes and that sexual assaults
are taking place even in temples,
senior Congress leader Digvijaya
Singh on Saturday said the BJP’s
decision to sanction a slaughter-
house near temples on the out-
skirts of Bhopal had hurt his feel-
ings, and that of lakhs of devotees.
Singh was referring to a
slaughterhouse that the BJP-
ruled Bhopal Municipal
Corporation (BMC)is building at
Aadampur Chhavani, near
Kankali Mandir near Bhopal.
The former chief minister
wrote to state Urban
Development Minister

Congress
leader
Digvijaya
Singh

Jaivardhan Singh, who s his son,
and requested him to immedi-
ately stop implementation of the
decision taken by the municipal
body when the BJP government
was in power in the state.

Singh pointed out that dur-
ing Navratri thousands of pil-
grims visit Kankali Mandir. Three
more temples, including a Ram
Mandir and an ISKCON temple,
are located on the road leading
to Kankali Mandir, the Rajya
Sabha MP noted.

The letter stated that
Congress workers had opposed
the decision of the then BJP gov-

ernment led by Shivraj Singh
Chouhan to shift the slaughter-
house from its existing location
at Subhashnagar to Aadampur
Chhavni. Singh wrote that
protests had forced the Chouhan
government to shelve the idea of
building the slaughterhouse.

But, he wrote, Chouhan and
the BJP-led municipal corpora-
tion went against people’s wishes
and sanctioned a detailed project
report. He requested the present
minister to move the slaughter-
house to another location.

Reacting to Singh's objec-
tions, BJP spokesperson Rajneesh
Agrawal said the party will speak
to the Mayor and decide what
could be done. Singh, who lost
the recent Lok Sabha election to
Pragya Singh Thakur from
Bhopal seat, is often targeted by
BJP leaders for his remarks.
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Jammu: Pakistani troops con-
tinued resorting to unpro-
voked mortar shelling and
small arms fire along the Line
of Control (LoC) damaging var-
ious houses and killing over
half a dozen cattle, at various
places in Rajouri and Poonch
districts for the third day on
Saturday. A Defence Ministry
spokesperson said Pakistani
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NORTH
Pak troops continue shelling,

smallarms firealong LoC

troops initiated unprovoked
ceasefire violation by firing of
small arms and shelling in
Bakalote area of Mendhar on
Saturday too. The Indian Army
was retaliating befittingly, he
added. In Rajouri district’s
Nowshera sector too, Pakistani
troops had resorted to unpro-
voked ceasefire violation
Friday. ENS
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CRPF commandos and school children clean Versova
Beach on ‘International Coastal Clean Up Day’ in
Mumbai on Saturday. PTI
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Patna: A head constable was
shot by two unidentified as-
sailants while he was check-
ing vehicles at aMuzaffarpur
checkpost. The assailants also
took away his carbine. Police
suspectlooting of arms as the
motive behind the murder.
The incident took place
around 2 pm on Saturday
when head constable

EAST

Constable shot by bike-borne
assailantsin Muzaffarpur

Malleshwar Ram (55) was
checking vehicles at Markan
Chowk of Sakra. Two boys on
a motortcycle stopped near
the constable and one of
them fired four bullets at him
and looted his carbine .
Muzaffarpur senior SP Manoj
Kumar said: “So far, looting
of carbine looks to be
motive”. ENS

Mumbai: A 35-year-old secu-
rity guard, a resident of
Haryana, was arrested for al-
legedly calling women talk-
ing to them in obscene lan-
guage and threatening them,
Mumbai Police said on
Saturday. The accused,
Vijaykumar Umashankar
Gupta, was nabbed by a
Mumbai police team from
Gurugram on Friday, said an

WEST
Security guard held for

threatening women over phone

official. Gupta worked as a
security guard at a residen-
tial complex in Gurugram.
He had obtained mobile
numbers of hundreds of
women visitors from the
complex's mobile app, police
said. The app was used for
recording the names and
other details of visitors to the
complex, the police official
said. PTI

Amaravati: The Andhra
Pradesh government Saturday
served a fresh notice for ‘re-
moval of theillegal river front
bungalow, taken on lease by
former Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu. The
Andhra Pradesh Capital
Region Development Autho-
rity served the fresh notice on
owner Lingamaneni Ramesh,

SOUTH
Fresh notice for removal of

bungalow used by Naidu

directing its removal within
seven days. A ‘confirmation
order’ was pasted on the walls
of the bungalow Friday and
came tolight on Saturday even
as Naidu was away in
Hyderabad. The CRDA on June
27 served a preliminary order-
cum-show cause notice, ask-
ing Ramesh to remove the ‘il-
legal structures’. PTI

AZAD VISITS SRINAGAR

Senior Congress leader and former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad
talks to transporters and houseboat owners in Srinagar on Saturday. Azad was permitted to
visit four districts of J&K by the Supreme Court. On the second day of his four-day trip, he
visited a hospital and asked about the welfare of patients. P11
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Hurriyat denies
reports of

Mirwaiz signing
bond for release

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 21

SAYING IT stands by its “princi-
pled stand” on Kashmir, the
Hurriyat Conference has rub-
bished news reports that its
chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
has signed a bond for his release.

“(Our) chairman Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq continues to be un-
der house arrest since August 5,
2019 at his residence (and) as
such his access to people and
communication is extremely
limited,” Mirwaiz led Hurriyat
said in an official handout. “The
news item carried by some
newspaper, quoting sources that
the Hurriyat chairman has been
released after signing a bond, is
entirely baseless.”

The handout, a first by any
separatist organisation since the
scrapping of special status and
bifurcation of J&K, was released
by an aide of Mirwaiz.

“The conglomerate stands
firm by the principled stand on
the issue of Jammu and Kashmir
and stands with the people in this
unprecedented situation that all
are facing,” the statement said.

Mirwaiz and separatist
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani are
under house detention since
August 5 while most of the sep-
aratist leadership has been ar-
rested and lodged in jails of J&K
and outside.

Pulwama police
probe ‘suspicious
death’ of teen boy

ADILAKHZER
PULWAMA, SEPTEMBER 21

THE POLICE in Pulwama, in south
Kashmir, have started investigat-
inga“suspicious death” aftera 15-
year-old boy allegedly committed
suicide by consuming poison.

Yawar Ahmad Bhat, from
Chandgam in Pulwama, died at
Srinagar’s SMHS Hospital on
Thursday — his medical records
at Pulwama hospital mentionan
“alleged” case of “rat poison”.

On Saturday, the teen’s family
members alleged that he took his
own life apprehending torture at
an Army camp after soldiers took
away hisidentity card on Tuesday;,
allegedly beat him and asked him
toreportatalocal Army camp the
following day.

Calling the allegations “base-
less”, an Army officer in Srinagar
said, “He (Yawar) was not called
by the Army. Nothing of this sort
has happened.”

Pulwama SSP Chandan Kohli
told The Sunday Express thatitisa
“suspicious death” and the boy
consumed poison. “We have
started inquest proceedings,” he
said. About the family’s allegation,
Kohli said, “Yes, I have asked the
Army. They denied it.”

Pulwama DC Syed Abid re-
fused to comment on the issue.

According to family members,

Yawar allegedly consumed poison
on the night of September 17 —
the same day, he told his sister that
he was allegedly detained and
beaten up by some soldiers from
the local Army camp. Yawar, she
said, also told her that the
Armymen took his identity card
and asked him to report at the
camp the following day.

His father Abdul Hamid said
Yawar seemed upset that night.
“He usually slept in my room but
that night he slept in another
room. My wife said he was fre-
quently opening the window and
vomiting.we took him to the dis-
trict hospital (the same night),”
he said.

“Armymen had taken the
identity card and there was fear
thathe had to visit the army camp
tomorrow. He feared he would be
tortured there,” Yawar’s uncle
Gulzar Ahmad said. “He con-
sumed poison due to that fear.”

Local residents said there was
a grenade attack in a nearby area
on the night of September 16 and
the next day Army personnel al-
legedly took away identity cards
of several local youths and asked
them toreport at the Army camp.

A doctor at the local hospital
said, “Family members said he
had consumed either pesticides
or rat poison. He was referred to
Srinagar hospital after a stomach
wash here,” he said.

A Gujarati will set up first pharma unit
in Kashmir, says MoS Mandaviya

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD, SEPTEMBER 21

MANSUKH MANDAVIYA, the
Union Minister of state for ship-
ping, chemicals and fertilizers,
said thata Gujarati will set up the
first pharmaceutical unit in
Kashmir. He was speaking to
businessmen at the Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (GCCI) on Saturday.

“I am confident... I also look
after the pharmaceutical depart-
ment, as well as chemicals and
petrochemicals... the first phar-
maceutical unit (in Kashmir) will

be set up by a Gujarati,” said
Mandaviya while speaking on
“Business opportunities in
Jammu and Kashmir.”

Pointing out how Gujarati
firms were the first to take advan-
tage of the relaxations offered by
Himachal Pradesh to pharma-
ceutical industries a decade ago,
the minister said, “Today half of
the industries (in HP) are ours.”

Asking businessmen in
Gujarat to keep an eye on oppor-
tunities in J&K, Mandaviya said job
and business opportunities will
slowly open up in Kashmir. “J&K
will tread on the path of progress
inthe future,” he said, adding that

Article 370 had given rise to “sep-
aratist tendencies” among the
youths in Jammu and Kashmirand
encouraged “terrorism”, which
Pakistan had taken advantage of.

Mandaviya also claimed that
foreigners who come to India now
visit Delhi’s Akshardham and the
Statue of Unity in Gujarat instead
of the Taj Mahal. “Earlier when
people used to come to Delhi, they
were shown the Taj Mahal.
Hindustan did not recognise it's
own strength. We ourselves never
recognised it... When the world
comes now, they first to go see
Akshardham. They do not go to
see the Taj Mahal,” he said.

INAUGURATEDIN 2016

As Kerala flyover goes

down, politicians and

bureaucrats face heat

SHAJU PHILIP
KOCHI, SEPTEMBER 21

PANCHAVADI PALAM, a 1984
Malayalam movie adapted from
the story Palam Apakadathilanu
(the bridge is in danger), was a
political satire on how corrup-
tion and vested interests con-
tributed to bringing down a
bridge. Thirty-five years later,
Kerala is rewinding to that clas-
sicas a flyover in Kochi is slated
for demolition barely three
years after it was opened to traf-
fic. With the flyover controversy
snowballing, it threatens to
bring down with it senior bu-
reaucrats, politicians and many
others, including the Delhi-
based contractor of the project.

The Rs 42-crore Palarivattom
flyover along NH bypass was
thrown open to trafficin October
2016, but had to be closed for re-
pairs in May this year after it de-
veloped cracks. With the bridge
unfit for use even after repair
works, earlier this week, the gov-
ernment announced its decision
to partially demolish the flyover
and construct a new one under
the supervision of DMRC con-
sultant and ‘Metro Man’ E
Sreedharan.

On August 30, the Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption Bureau
(VACB), which is probing the
case, arrested retired IAS officer
and former government secre-
tary T O Sooraj; Sumit Goyal,
Managing Director of the Delhi-
based RDS Projects that was the
contractor for the project; con-
sulting firm KITCO’s senior man-
ager Benny Paul; and M T
Thankachan, AGM Roads and
Bridges Development
Corporation Kerala (RBDCK), a
subsidiary of the State Public

HONEYTRAP CASE

The Palarivattom flyover will be partially demolished

Works Department, which was
in charge of the execution of the
project. All are in judicial custody
until the first week of October.

The caseis also threatening to
lead up to the doors of Indian
Union Muslim League leader VK
Ibrahim Kunju, who was minister
for publicworks when the deal for
the flyover was inked, and IAS of-
ficer and Kochi Metro MD AP M
Muhammed Hanish, who was
then managing director of RBDCK.

After the cracks developed
last year, the state government
entrusted an expert team of IIT-
Madras to look into the shoddily
constructed bridge. The IIT team
said that government agencies
KITCO and RBDCK failed to mon-
itor the work effectively.

“Itis unfortunate that a flyover
has to be rebuilt within three
years...I have been tasked with
technical supervision of the work,
which will be completed in a
year,” said Sreedharan.

As the flyover was to be con-
structed along the NH bypass, the
onus was on the National Highway
Authority of India. But the Kerala
Public Works Department, under
the Congress-led UDFregime, de-
cided to construct the flyover,

Bid to destabilise MP
govt, claims minister

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, SEPTEMBER 21

TWO DAYS after a syndicate that
allegedly honeytrapped govern-
ment officials and politicians
was busted in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh Law and Public
Relations Minister PC Sharmaon
Saturday alleged that some min-
isters and Congress MLAs were
potential targets in a bid to desta-
bilise the Congress government.

Sharma claimed the state
government had received inputs
that former BJP ministers could
be behind the syndicate, and de-
scribed it as a conspiracy to
destabilise the Kamal Nath gov-
ernment. He also claimed that
some of the accused women be-
longed to the opposition BJP.

Chief Minister Kamal Nath
refused to comment when asked
for his reaction.

BJP spokesperson Deepak
Vijayvargiya countered the min-
ister’s allegations, and accused
the Congress government of
politicising the matter. “Instead

of politicising it, they should nab
the real accused,” he said.

Five women and one male
driver were arrested on Tuesday
and Wednesday from Indore
and Bhopal after an engineer
with the Indore Municipal
Corporation (IMC) approached
the police, stating that he was
being blackmailed with videos
and photographs of himin com-
promising positions.

SSPRuchi Vardhan Mishra told
The Sunday Express that the Indore
police were limiting their investi-
gation only to the complaint filed
by the engineer. She said the ma-
terial seized from the accused is
being sent to the forensic labora-
tory and the police will visit the
hotel where the video was filmed.

Meanwhile, the police on
Saturday removed the investigat-
ing officer in the case, Ajit Singh
Bains, who was the in-charge of
the Palasia Police Station, where
the FIR was lodged. The SSP
claimed Bains had been removed
in connection with a recent case
under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act.

Former TDP MP, who opposed govt’s moves in unique ways in House, dies

SREENIVAS JANYALA &
ANKITADWIVEDI JOHRI
HYDERABAD, NEW DELHI,
SEPTEMBER 21

IN PARLIAMENT last year,
Naramalli Sivaprasad had pho-
tographers flocking to him every
day as he slipped into various
roles -- none of which had any-
thing to do with his skills as an
actor, director, professor or a
Member of Parliament. From be-
ing draped in a sari as a Telugu
woman to a schoolboy in shorts,
from wearing his hair in a pony-
tail to play Narada, to playing the
flute as Lord Krishna, and from a
priest in a robe to a maulvi in a
skull cap - he donned all of 21
looks in 2018 to protest the de-
nial of special status to Andhra
Pradesh.

On Saturday, the former
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) MP
died at a private hospital in
Chennai, where he was admitted

two weeks ago. He was 68.

He was suffering from a kid-
ney ailment and died of a renal
failure. TDP chief N Chandrababu
Naidu had visited him at the hos-
pital on Friday.

Sivaprasad is survived by
wife and two daughters.

Witty and easy-going, he
brought his thespian skills to
Parliament during his two terms
as MPto highlight issues concern-
ing his state. Once, he dressed up
as a fisherman with a net on his
shoulder to highlight the woes of
fishermen in Andhra Pradesh.

“First and foremost I am an
artist, an actor. I find different
ways to convey and express the
concerns of Telugu people. My
experience as a theatre and
drama artistin my youth helps a
lot,” he once told The Indian
Express. His wife, Dr Rajlakshmi,
a gynaecologist, and his two
daughters are both doctors in
Tirupati.

His family helped with ideas
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Narmalli Sivaprasad (centre) at Parliament complex. File

for his looks and makeup, he had
told The Indian Express in March
2018, while explaining his sari
look in Parliament. “My missus
got me the sari and wig and
helped me with the makeup.
Somebody in my relation

stitched the blouse. My wife, two
daughters and sons-in-law help
me with all the costumes and
props.”

In the interview, he also went
on to elaborate on his “sensa-
tional marriage”. “She hailed

from the upper-most Reddy
caste and I am an SC. So you can
imagine what would have tran-
spired then,” he had said. “Today
she is a leading gynaecologist
and we have a nursing home in
Tirupati. Of course, financially,
her contribution in setting up the
place was more.”

Sivaprasad was a two-time
MP from Chittoor, winning in
2009 and 2014. He lost to
YSRCP's N Reddappain 2019.
Before he entered politics in
1995, Sivaprasad, a trained doc-
tor, was an actor in Telugu films.
He had acted in 40 films in a ca-
reer spanning three decades. He
played his last role in 2013.

“My 1983 film Khaidi is my
favourite. It made Chiranjeevi a
huge star,” he told The Indian
Express.

A friend of N Chandrababu
Naidu, he was brought into pol-
itics by the TDP chief when he
was first made president of the
TDP cultural cell. While he jug-

gled between his acting careerin
Hyderabad, spending time at his
wife's hospital in Tirupati and
teaching at a college, Sivaprasad
kept a low-profile in TDP and
politics. Until Naidu asked him
to contest from Satyavedu
Assembly seat in Chittoor in
1999, where he won and was
made Culture Minister in the
Naidu government. He con-
tested again in 2004 and lost. In
2009, Naidu asked him to con-
test from Chittoor Lok Sabha seat
which he wonin spite of a strong
wave in support of late Y S
Rajashekara Reddy.

“In 2014, Naidu joked that
now that we are with the gov-
ernment, there will not be any
opportunity for you to assume
different avatars,” he said then,
but in November 2016, he got a
custom-made costume with
stickers of people in distress be-
cause of demonetisation. “I can’t
help it. In times of crisis, the
artiste within me is forced to don

these attires to draw people’s at-
tention,” he had said.

In Parliament, he was also
very courteous with the media,
giving interviews in English,
Hindi and Telugu, and often in-
terspersing his sentences with
“OK ma’am, please sir, thank you
ma’am.”

After his defeat in 2019,
Sivaprasad was back as a doctor
at his wife's hospital at Tirupati.
He had developed a kidney ail-
ment and was shifted to Apollo
Hospitals in Chennai as his con-
dition worsened.

TDP chief Naidu condoled
the family. "I have lost a great
friend today. May his soul restin
peace. The party has lost two
senior leaders within a week,"
Naidu said, referring to Kodela
Sivaprasad Rao who committed
suicide last week.

Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy expressed shock
and grief and sent condolence
messages to his family.

claiming the state agency would
complete the project faster.

Kerala public works minister
G Sudhakaran said the Delhi-
based contractor, RDS Projects,
would be made liable to pay the
cost of rebuilding of the flyover.
“The liability-defect period of the
project is three years and hence
the contractor will be made to
pay the cost. We have already
served him a notice,” he said.

Kunju, the PWD minister in
the earlier UDF government,
who is in the dock for releasing
an advance amount to the con-
tractor, said such problems are
usual in the construction sector.
“The mobilisation advance was
allotted using the discretionary
powers of a minister. | am ready
to face the probe as I have noth-
ing to hide,” he said.

The Kerala Government
Contractors’ Association has,
however,come out against the ar-
restand judicial custody of Sumit
Goyal, MD of RDS Projects. “The
contractor had already spentRs 3
crore on repair works. It is an in-
justice that he was arrested and
jailed even after that...,” said asso-
ciation president Varghese
Kannampally.

Saradha case:
Rajeev Kumar’s
anticipatory bail
plearejected

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 21

THE ALIPORE court on Saturday
rejected the anticipatory bail plea
filed by former Kolkata police
commissioner Rajeev Kumar in
connection to the Saradha chit
fund scam probe. The CBI strongly
opposed Kumar’s plea and ad-
dressed him as an “absconder”.

Inits submission, the CBI had
said it was unable to establish
any contact with Kumar, who
had been accused of suppressing
evidence crucial for the investi-
gation. The court then sought a
list of dates when Kumar had
been summoned but failed to ap-
pear before the CBI. After CBI
submitted the list, the court re-
jected his anticipatory bail plea.

Meanwhile, the CBI failed to
track down the location of
Kumar despite continued search
operations for the fourth day on
Saturday. A five-member team
paid a surprise visit to Bhawani
Bhawan, CID headquarters,
where Kumar is posted as the
Additional Director General.

According to sources, CBI of-
ficials spent nearly 40 minutes
inside the CID office. However, a
CID official said, “The CBl officials
were here for some formality
and nothing else.”

Issue notice
against Kalyan
Singh: Court

Lucknow: A Special Court on
Friday ordered thatanotice beis-
sued to former Governor and BJP
leader Kalyan Singh for his ap-
pearance in the Babri Masjid
demolition case on September 27.
The CBI on September 9 had
moved an application before the
court to summon Kalyan Singh to
face trial in the case as he demit-
ted office as Rajasthan Governor.
The court then directed CBI to
provide proof that Singh no more
enjoys any constitutional post.
Singh, who was UP chief
minister when the mosque was
brought down in 1992, joined
the BJP on September 9. ENS
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Will send Indian into space by 2021 ISRO chief Round 1to CAPF officers

SAMPAD PATNAIK
BHUBANESWAR, SEPT 21

ISRO CHAIRPERSON K Sivan on
Saturday referred to the
Chandrayaan-2 mission as a
“huge success”, adding that the
organisation aims to send an
Indian into space aboard an in-
digenous craft by the year 2021.

Sivan, who was speaking at
the IIT Bhubaneswar convoca-
tion ceremony as chief guest,
said, “The Chandrayaan-2 mis-
sion comprised a very large sci-
ence component and a small
technology demonstration com-
ponent of soft landing near
South Pole region of the Moon.
The bulk of instruments to carry
out interplanetary science is in
the orbiter. The design life of the
orbiter was one year, but due to

' e

optimal mission operations, its
life has increased to seven and a
half years.”

He added, “Scientists will re-
ceive 7.5 times the data they ex-
pected. It really is a huge suc-
cess... This will resultin mapping
the entire lunar surface in great
precision and detail. In the soft
landing part, two mission phases
were completed successfully till
the altitude of 300 metres from
the lunar surface.”

Speaking of its proposed
manned space flight program-
me, Sivan said, “We are embark-
ing on expanding the scope of
India’s space programme by ven-
turing into human space flight...
Gaganyaan is extremely impor-
tant for India as it will boost the
science and technology capabil-
ity of the country. We are work-
ing towards a new target.

BLAST AT ETAH HOUSE, 6 K

ISRO chief K Sivan at the 8th
convocation of [IT
Bhubaneswar. PTI

“By December 2020, we are
going to have the first un-
manned mission of human
phase flight. The second un-
manned human phase flight has
atarget of July 2021. By Dec 2021,
the first Indian will be carried out
(into space) by our own rocket.

LED

Six people were killed and eight injured in an explosion at a residence where firecrackers
were stored in Etah district on Saturday, police said. The district magistrate has ordered a
magisterial probe to ascertain whether crackers were being manufactured in the house. P11

FALLOUT OF LAND DISPUTE

Couple hacked to death, attacker
killed in retaliation in Mau: police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 21

A COUPLE was hacked to death
and their teenage son injured in
an attack by a relative, who was
then killed by the family mem-
bers of the deceased in Uttar
Pradesh’s Mau district late on
Friday, said police.

According to Ranipur police,
the incident was the result of a
property dispute between the
two families, with the matter
pending in court.

Chinmayanand
extortion case: SI'T
records statement
of three youths

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 21

AN UTTAR Pradesh special inves-
tigation team (SIT) on Saturday
reached the Shahjahanpur dis-
trict jail and recorded the state-
ments of three men accused of
extorting Rs 5 crore from former
Union Minister and BJP leader
Chinmayanand.

The BJPleader, who has been
booked for alleged sexual assault
on a 23-year-old law student at
his ashram, and the three men -
Sanjay Singh, Vikram alias
Durgesh and Sachin alias Sonu
Sengar - were arrested and sent
to judicial custody on Friday.

The SIT has also been prob-
ing the role of the 23-year-old
student in the extortion case af-
ter it came to light that she was
in touch with the three men.Itis
yet to recover the cellphones of
the woman and Sanjay Singh.

Meanwhile, on the direction
of a Shahjahanpur court to the
jail superintendent, a doctor car-
ried out a medical check-up of
Chinmayanand and said his con-
dition was stable.

On recording the statements
of the three youths, government
counsel Lal Sahab Singh said, “An
application was moved by the SIT
today (Saturday), seeking per-
mission to record the statements
of all the three accused inside the
jail. The court allowed the same.”
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Police forces have been de-
ployed in Mathia village and
family members of the assailant
moved from the village to avoid
any backlash.

Police have reigstered a mur-
der case into the killing of the
couple against Tuntun Chauhan,
his brother Nirmal Chauhan, and
their family members Sanjeet
Chauhan and Kanti Chauhan.
Tuntun (50) allegedly attacked
his cousin Shivchand Chauhan
(50)and his wife Geeta Devi (45).

No police complaint has been
filed into the killing of Tuntun.

“Adispute over a piece of land
between Tuntun and Shivchand
has been pending in the court. A
judgment into the matter was ex-
pected soon. Sensing that his de-
fence was weak before the court,
Tuntun allegedly entered the
house of Shivchand and attacked
him and his wife with a sharp-
edged weapon while they were
asleeparound 11.30 pmon Friday.
The couple died on the spot.
Tuntun too was found dead with
injury marks caused by a sharp-
edged weapon in Shivchand'’s
house,” said Mau SP Anurag Arya.

‘Gully Boy’ selected as
India’s entry to Oscars

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

GULLY BOY directed by Zoya Akhtar,
featuring Ranveer Singh in the lead,
has been selected as India’s official
entry in the International Feature
Film category at the 92nd Academy
Awards, the Film Federation of India

announced on Saturday.

The movie, which released com-
mercially across the country in

LFAN 151 ERITEL

February this year, also features Alia

Bhatt, Vijay Raaz, Kalki Koechlin,
Siddhant Chaturvedi, Vijay Varma

and Amruta Subhash.

“India’s official entry for Oscars
this year is Gully Boy. There were 27
films in the running this year but it
was an unanimous decision to select
Gully Boy,” FFI secretary general

Supran Sen told PTI.

Celebrated actor-filmmaker
Aparna Sen was the head of the jury
for this year's selection committee.

Gully Boy, produced by Ritesh
Sidhwani and Farhan Akhtar, fea-
tured Ranveer as an up-and-coming
rapper who sets out to achieve his
dream by rhyming about his life on

the Mumbai streets.

Farhan took to Twitter to con-
gratulate the team behind the film,
which was one of the most critically-
acclaimed Hindi movies of 2019.

“Gully Boy has been selected as
India's official entry to the 92nd
Oscar Awards. #apnatimeaayega.
Thank you to the film federation and
congratulations #Zoya @kagtireema
@RanveerOfficial

@ritesh_sid

Promotional poster of Gully Boy.

They will be lifted from Indian
soil and go to space. ISRO is
working on that,” he announced.

He asserted that though
ISRO’s plan to soft land
Chandrayaan-2’s ‘Vikram’ lander
on the lunar surface did not go as
per script, it will have no bearing
with on the ‘Gaganyaan’ mission.

Sivan’s speech had indirect
references to the Chandrayaan-2
mission, such as: “if you are not
failing, you are not trying any-
thing hard”. The ISRO chairper-
son also advised students to
make “interesting mistakes” and
“break rules”.

He also asked students and
graduates to direct their efforts
towards solving the country’s
problems, such as poverty,
hunger, health, sanitation, clean
drinking water. Quoting
Mahatma Gandhi, he said, “Local

problems need local solutions.”

Later speaking about the
‘Vikram’ lander, Sivan said ISRO
will take up a study to ascertain
what exactly happened to it. He
told reporters, “...first, we have to
understand what exactly hap-
pened to the lander.”

The lander, with rover
‘Pragyan’ housed inside, lost
communication with the ground
station on September 7 during
its final descent, just 2.1 kms
above the lunar surface, minutes
before the planned touch-down.
A national-level committee is
analysing the cause of the com-
munication loss with ‘Vikram’,
Sivan said.

“We have not been able to es-
tablish communication with the
lander yet. As soon as we receive
any data, necessary steps will be
taken,” he said. WITHPTIINPUTS

Pokhriyal: Committed
to strengthen all
22 Indian languages

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE UNION government is com-
mitted to "strengthen" all 22
scheduled languages of the
country and wants mother
tongue to be the medium of in-
struction at the level of primary
education, Union HRD Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal 'Nishank' said
atameeting called to discuss the
draft National Education Policy
(NEP) on Saturday.

Speaking at a meeting of the
Central Advisory Board of
Education (CABE), Pokhriyal as-
sured representatives of 26 states
in the wake of the controversy
over NEP's recommendation on
the three-language formula.

CABE is the highest advisory
agency on education and has
representatives of all states.
Saturday's meeting was called to
seek suggestions of state govern-
ments on the draft NEP released
inJune.

Pokhriyal said: "There is one
misunderstanding that [ want to
clear. The three-language formula
was the same in 1969, 1986 and
1992; and even today, we haven't
touched it. I feel that people have
not either understood it or don't
want to understand it. We (gov-
ernment) are committed to
strengthen all Indian languages.”

He said, "Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has said that we

HRD minister Pokhriyal

have to strengthen all our 22 (of-
ficial/scheduled) languages. We
want that education in child-
hood should be in mother
tongue.... We are going to discuss
everything in detail with you
(states). Nothing will change
overnight."

While the minister wel-
comed suggestions from states,
he also urged them to imple-
ment them on their own since
education is "also a state sub-
ject".

He said, "I would urge you to
take decision at your level, too.
When we talk about teacher va-
cancy, it's important that the
states also fill up vacancies in
their educational institutions
(schools and higher educational
institutions).”

Pokhriyal also said that state
governments should take ad-
vantage of Central schemes, a
majority of which will continue
even after the final NEP is imple-
mented.

in pay battle with IPS

MHA wrrites to D-Gs to form panels for grant of NFSG

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

IN THE long-drawn battle be-
tween IPS officers and officers of
the Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) over better pay to the lat-
ter, the Home Ministry has issued
anorder to directors-general (D-
Gs) of the forces and asked them
to not only form internal com-
mittees for grant of non-func-
tional selection grade (NFSG) to
CAPF officers but to also frame
new recruitment rules.

The IPS, who hold all senior
positions in forces such as CRPF,
BSF, SSB, CISF and ITBP, are locked
in a battle with cadre officers of
these forces for grant of non-
functional financial upgradation
(NFFU) and NFSG. Both ensure
enhanced pay for cadre officers.

The matter has been of con-
cern to Home Minister Amit Shah,
as the government has claimed
grant of NFFU to forces among its
achievements in 50 days and 100
days of the government.

In a letter, dated September
17, by Police 1l division of Home
Ministry, the D-Gs have been
asked to form internal commit-
tees forimplementation of NFSG
as directed by the Supreme
Court and according to notifica-
tions made by the Department
of Personnel and Training (DoPT)
from time to time.

More importantly, the letter
states, “Proposals may also be
sent for amending rules for in-
corporating appropriate provi-

EXPLAINED

WHILE THE Cabinet has cleared both NFFU and NFSG follow-
ing the Supreme Court’s orders, the matter is stuck due to
IPS officers’ opposition to framing of new recruitment rules,
as it has the potential to impact their deputation in the forces.
The CAPF cadre maintain that grant of NFFU and NFSG on
old recruitment rules would deprive a large number of de-
serving officers the benefits that the apex court granted.

Bone of contention
o between IPS, CAPF

sions for grant of NFSG, which
will fall due future.”

Sources said the mention of
amending of rules had for the
first time been mentioned in
communication from the MHA
to D-Gs of these forces. It indi-
cates the MHA is open to
amendments in recruitment
rules for grant of NFSG, they said.

NFSG regulates enhanced
pay for second-in-command of-
ficers of the forces butis granted
to only 30 per cent of the total
available senior positions. NFFU
would be applicable to all.

The Indian Express had ear-
lier reported that Home
Secretary Ajay Bhallahad held a
meeting with CAPF officers and
assured them that he would look
into their concerns. It also re-
ported that the ministry was
considering granting one-time
exemption in recruitment rules
for grant of NFFU.

Sources said the CRPF has al-
ready formed an internal commit-

tee of two IPS and two CAPF cadre
officers to make proposals for of-
ficers eligible for NFSG. Their re-
port would be sent to the screen-
ing committee headed by Bhalla,
who will take the final decision.

The September 17 letter
stated, “In a meeting held with
Union Home Secretary, the DsG
[commonly called D-Gs] of the
force submitted that the cases
regarding grant of NFSG to eligi-
ble officers can be considered by
the Internal Committees in the
CAPFs.... In light of above, the
DsG of CAPFs are advised to
place the case of eligible officers
before the Internal Committees
and send the recommendations
for the approval of Appointing
Authority. Further advised by
DoP&T, all existing cases for
grant of NFSG may be consid-
ered as per directions of Hon’ble
Supreme Court in letter and
spiritand as perinstructions pre-
scribed in DoP&T’s OM dated 06-
06-2000.”

ED attaches chimpanzees,
marmosets under PMLA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, SEPTEMBER 21

THE ENFORCEMENT Directorate,
Kolkata, hasissued a provisional
attachment order of three chim-
panzees and four marmosets as
part of a money laundering
probe against a wildlife smug-
gler. The animals have been kept
at Alipore Zoological Garden in
Kolkata. Under the ED's owner-
ship, the zoo will keep them
now, said an official.

Accused Supradip Guha has

RJD MLA’s niece, friend
killed in Munger after

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, SEPTEMBER 21

resisting molestation bid

her and Asif dead.

Munger Deputy Inspector General of

Police Manu Maharaj told The Sunday

@aliaa08

hop crew," he wrote.
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made it to the top five.
Assamese film
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@SiddhantChturvD
@kalkikanmani & cast, crew and hip

Kalki, who played a pivotal role
in the movie, also expressed her ex-
citement on the film's Oscar

“Woweeeeeeeee! That s just the
best Saturday evening news!" she

“Village
Rockstars”, directed by Rima Das,
was India's official submission to the
Oscars last year. The 92nd Academy
Awards will be announced February

No Indian film has ever won an
Oscar. The last Indian film that made
it to the final five in the Best Foreign
Film category list was Ashutosh
Gowariker's “Lagaan” in 2001.

“Mother India” (1958) and
“Salaam Bombay” (1989) are the
other two Indian movies to have

THE NIECE of an R]D legislator and her friend
were allegedly killed in Bihar's Munger on
the intervening night of Friday and Saturday
while resisting a molestation bid.

Police have arrested one accused and are
on the look out for three others.

Munger MLA Vijay Kumar Vijay’s niece
Riya (23) and her friend Asif (25), both resi-
dents of Munger and currently preparing for
medical entrance examinations in Kota, were
found murdered with bullet marks in their
heads at around 12.30 am Saturday.

Riya and Asif had recently come to
Munger from Kota. The police said Riya had
left her home telling her mother, an auxu-
liary midwife nurse (ANM) in Munger, that
she was going to meet Asif. When she did not
return, her family started a search and found

SHYAMLALYADAV
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

“WHAT WILL be the state of our nation in 2047 (cen-
tenary of Independence)? After deliberating with RSS
functionaries, the common answer I could gather was
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that India... Sangh would become indistinguishable
from Indian society. Sangh would become cotermi-
nous with all of Indian society and the need for it to ex-
istas adistinct entity would be obviated.” This is what
RSS pracharak Sunil Ambekar writes in his forthcom-
ing book “The RSS Roadmap for the 21st Century”.

The book, to be released on October 1 by RSS
sarsanghchalak Mohan Bhagwat in Delhi, throws
light on several issues pertaining to the RSS.

In the book, Ambekar — the Sangathan Mantri
(organising secretary) of the ABVP, an RSS affiliate
working among students — advocates the Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya, uniform civil code and constitutional
amendment. “Constitutions are not frozen in time;
they are dynamic texts. Uniform Civil Code is not only

Express: “Both Riya and Asif were killed by
Asif’s friend Danish after Danish and three of
their friends tried to molest the girl. Danish
had called Asif to meet, and Asif and Riya
went together. Danish and three others...
passed some objectionable remarks and tried
to molest the girl.”

The DIG added that after Asif resisted the
molestation bid, Danish took umbrage and
strangulated the girl and later shot her dead.
Danish later killed Asif as well, said the DIG.

Maharaj said there was no history of en-
mity between Asif and Danish, who had pro-
vided an illegal weapon to Asif.

The police have recovered the weapon
used in the murders, a cloth used to strangu-
late the girl and empty cartridges from the
spot. The police are now looking for the other
three accused.

BOOK BY RSS PRACHARAK TO BE RELEASED BY BHAGWAT

‘By 2047, Sangh would become
indistinguishable from Indian society’

necessity for Ekatmata, but also a preventive against
the exploitation that Muslim women have had to en-
dure due to their religious laws,” it says. While the
book was being released for printing, the govern-
ment decided to scrap special status of Jammu and
Kashmir and bifurcate the state.

In the chapter “The History of Bharat”, Ambekar
narrates the RSS's efforts to revise history and calls
renaming of cities like Faizabad to Ayodhya and
Allahabad to Prayagraj as “an important part of the
reclamation (of History) project”. He also demands
that Aurangabad in Maharashtra "be renamed as
Sambhajinagar™.

Ambekar writes that RSS backs use of terms
“Hindutva” and “Hindu Rashtra” and "is working to
give it greater currency". He clarifies that “Hindu
Rashtra is not anti-Muslim” and that Hindu Rashtra
“is the imagination of contemporary, non-violent na-
tion where peace and prosperity prevail, which pro-
motes freedom of worship and equality for women”.
The cause of Hindutva is the cause of Ekatmata,
“Muslims and Christians can also subscribe to

been booked under PMLA.
"Accused Supradip Guha, whois
an organised wildlife criminal, is
absconding. The attachment was
done just two days ago," said an
ED official.

The animals were earlier
seized by the Customs Depart-
ment and sent to the zoo.
However, Guha had been claim-
ing their possession on the basis
of fake documents, which said
the animals were of Indian breed
and belonged to him. But he had
actually smuggled them, said an
official. The zoo authorities had

then approached the ED.
According to ED, Guha was
trying to take the animals from
the zoo authorities by claiming
right over them through false
statements and documents. But
now the attachment has enabled
the zoo authorities to keep the
animals with them. The three
chimpanzees are a major point
of attraction for visitors and thus,
a source of revenue for the zoo,
read the statement. The value of
each chimpanzee has been as-
sessed to be Rs 25 lakh and that
of amarmoset to be Rs 1.5 lakh.

Sonowal orders

probe into ‘assault’
by SP on ACS officer

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI, SEPTEMBER 21

CHIEF MINISTER Sarbananda
Sonowal on Saturday ordered an
enquiry into the alleged assault
by Superintendent of Police,
Kokrajhar district on an Assam
Civil Service (ACS) officer posted
inthe district, earlier this month.

“Taking aview of the reported
assault onan executive magistrate
allegedly by the Superintendent
of Police, Kokrajhar, at the direc-
tion of Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal, government has or-
dered an inquiry into the inci-
dent,” a press note from the CM'’s
office said. “Lower Assam
Divisional Commissioner
Meenakshi Sundaram has been
asked to conduct the enquiry

and submit the report to the
state government,” it added.

Another government press
note stated that the enquiry re-
port has to be submitted by
September 25.

In a CCTV video footage that
surfaced on Friday, SPRajen Singh,
an Assam Police Service (APS) of-
ficer is seen dragging and hitting
executive magistrate and assistant
commissioner Sailen Das, in the
lobby of a hotel in Kokrajhar. Das’s
clothes looked torn.

The incident, according to
government sources, happened
on September 9 at a cultural func-
tion where several administrative
officials and police officers were
present. An argument broke out
between Singh and Das.

FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com

Hindutva because it is a matter of national identity”.
Here he quotes from RSS's second sarsanghchalak M
S Golwalkar's book Bunch of Thoughts that “Itis the
forefathers of the Hindu people that have set up the
traditions of love and devotion for the motherland”.

He says the RSS has worked among deprived sec-

Sangh activity".

tions and hopes in the chapter "Caste and Social
Justice" that "As Sangh work expands, SCs and OBCs
will be seen in prominent positions in all tiers of

The book, which advocates promotion of Sanskrit
and Indian languages, says that 2025 will be the

Sangh centenary and "Forward planning, meticulous

tion".

designing of initiatives and inspiring rich contribu-
tions from activists is a Sangh specialty, and twenty-
first-century India will see a lot of it." It asserts that
"Sangh is not a political party but a social organiza-

The book shows concern about religious conver-
sions. It says, "In the beginning, the Congress was
alive to such issues but gradually developed a clear
disconnect and disregard.”
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ISHAJAT KATARIA'S/o Ravinder
Kataria R/0H.N0.123, Hewo
Apartments,Sector-15-Il,
Gurugram, Haryana-122001,
have changed my nameto
SHAJET KATARRIA.

0040513354-1

TPankafmMehmdtrattas/c
Dinanath Mehndiratta R/o-

Ward No.-04,Chandi
Chowk,Purani Abadi,Sri
Ganganagar,Rajasthan-
335001 have changed my
minor son name from Adtiya
Mehndiratta to Aditya
Mehndiratta for all future
purposes. 0040513345-2

TVManishManjulDubey R/OF.
No.All, GalaxyApartments,
Sector - 43, Chakarpur (74),
GurgaonHaryana- 122002
Have Changed My Name To
ManishDubey For All Purposes

0070675454-1

Sewak Singh Walia R/O-
1/10557 Gali.No-2 Mohan-Park
Naveen-Shahdara Delhi-
110032.Have Changed Name
To Lakhwinder Singh Walia.

0040513352-2

I, Tara Datt Tiwari,S/0 Late.Kavi
Dutt Tiwari R/0-B-161,5th-
Floor,Gali.No.16,Near-
Gurudwara,Mandawali-
Fazalpur,Delhi-110092.,have
changed my name,from Tara
Datt Tiwari to Tara Dutt
Tiwari,for all purposes.

0040513352-5

IJaved AKhtar,S/0 Sh.Abdul
Hakeem R/0-1-38,
FF.Thokar.No-4, Abul-Fazal-
Enclave, Jamia-Nagar, Delhi-
110025,inform that my name is
wrongly-written as Javed
Akhtar Siddiqui in my
daughter’s Jazbia Sandleenin
documents.That the correct-
name of mine is Javed Akhtar.

0040513352-7

ITnder Jit Kaur W/O Rajinder Pal
Singh R/0-L-2/56, New
Mahavir-Nagar, New-Delhi-
110018., Changed My Name To
Inder JeetKaur. 0040513353-7

IDushyant Arya S/0 Sh. Ratan
Prakash R/0 8/84, Punjabi
Bagh, West Delhi-110026 have
changed my nameto
Dusshyant Arya for all
purposes. 0040513321-1

IDharam Das S/O Shri.Satgur
R/0-A-11, Block-A, Shiv-Vihar,
Vikas-Nagar, Delhi-110059
Have Changed My Name To
DharamDass. 0040513373-10

I Darshan Kaur Walia W/O-
Sewak Singh Walia,R/0O-
1/10557 Gali.No-2 Mohan-Park
Naveen-Shahdara Delhi-
110032.,Have Changed Name
To Sudershan Kaur

0040513352-1

Itis for General information
thatI,Pradeep Kumar Das,S/0
Bholanath Das R/0-7/108
Geeta-Colony Delhi-
110031,Inform that name of
mine has been wrongly-
written as Pradeep Das in my
minor son Harsh Das(14-
Years)T.C.,the actual-name of
mineis Pradeep Kumar Das
which may be Amended
Accordingly. 0040513373-9

Itis General Information that
I,Sharmila,W/o0 Sanjay Singh
R/0-H.No0.634 Habuda-Mohalla
Rangpuri-Malikpur kohi.Delhi-
110037,inform that name of
mine has been wrongly-
written as Sharmila Sehrawat
inmy minor daughter Kanan
(14-Years)Educational-
Documents the actual name of
mine is Sharmila which may
be amended accordingly.

0040513373-7

Itis General Information that
I,Savita,W/o0 Manjeet
Singh,R/0-H.N0.634, Rangpuri-
Malikpur kohi.
Mahipalpur,Delhi-
110037,inform that name of
mine has been wrongly-
written as Savita Sehrawatin
my minor-daughter
Khushi(14-Years)Educational-
Documents the actual name of
mine is Savita which may be
amended accordingly.

0040513373-8

I,Vikas S/o Late.Rajender
Kumar,R/0-301,Sigret wala
Bagh Model-Town
Dr.Mukherjee-Nagar Delhi-
110009,inform that my father
name wrongly-Written
Mahesh Yadav in my School
Record but Correct-nameis
Rajender Kumar.Mahesh
Yadav and Rajender Kumaris a
same Person. 0040513373-5

I,Tarang Krishna S/o Hari
Krishna R/0.361, Greater-
Kailash Colony,Delhi-110048
have changed my minor son
name Aryaman Agarwal to
Aryaman Krishna Aggarwal.

0040513400-6

I,Sumit Banerjee,S/0
SH.Supriyo Banerjee R/0O-
Room.No-128,Akah Air-Force
Officer’s Mess Dr.Zakir
Hussain marg New-Delhi-
110003,Have Changed My
Minor Daughter’s Name Shristi
Banerjee To Shrishti Banerjee
Vide-Affidavit Date-20-09-19.

0040513420-4

I,Manisha Garg,D/0-Shri Ashok
Garg,R/0-Plot No.85,East
Friends-Enclave,Sultanpuri-
Road,Delhi-110086,that hereby
inform and undertakes that
Manisha Garg & Manishaare
same & one person,forall
future purpose. 0040513400-8

I, Pramod Kumar S/o Govind
Singh R/o FF-A, A-137,Sec-02,
Vaishali, Ghaziabad, have
changed my name to Pramod
Bisht. 0040513400-2

I, Aman Preet Singh Maini S/o
Jaspal Singh Maini R/o-
B/101,Hari Krishna
apartment,Sec-45, Faridabad
have inform that my real son
Ravpreet Singh Maini and his
mother name Manmeet Kaur
is wrongly mentionin my son
10th class marksheet,Roll-
N0.2126329 Year 2019,issue by
CBSE but his actually mother
name is Manmeet Kaur Maini.

0040513420-3

ARANKSHACHAUDHARY W/0—
Shajat Kataria D/o Dhare Singh
R/0H.N0.123,Hewo-
Apartments, Sector-15-
Il,Gurugram, Haryana-
122001,have changed my
nameto AKNKSHA CHAUDARY.

0040513354-2

ILAbuShahmaS/0.Abdul'Rab
R/0.10-B,West Laxmi
Market,Near.Aram-Park,
Krishan Nagar,Delhi-110051 do
hereby inform thatin my
educational certificates, my
father’s nameis wrongly
mentionedas Abdul Rub,The
Correct Name is Abdul Rab for
allpurposes. 0040513420-2

I, SunitMathur S/0 - Ram Karan
R/0-308a-MohammadPur
Majri,Karala,Delhi-81 Have
Changed My Name To Sunil
Kumar,For All Future
Purposes. 0040513353-4

I,SumitraDeviW/o ShRanbir
Singh R/o A-63, U Block, New
Roshanpura, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-110043 do hereby
solemnly inform that Sumitra,
Sumitra Devi, Mitra Devi
Khanda are one and same
person and hereby known as
Sumitra Devi for all future
purposes. 0040513319-1

I, ShriMohd. Ikram R/o F-12/34,
Jogabai Extn., Okhla, ND-25,
have changed my minor son’s
name from Mohd. Izaan Ikram
to Mohammad Izaan Ikram.

0040513372-1

I, Satyawati Kumari W/0 Vikram
Singh Yadav R/o0 D-G02,
Mahindra Aura, Sector-110A,
New Palam Vihar, Gurgaon
(HR)-122017, have changed my
name to Satyawati Yadav.

0040513375-1

I, Satish Kumar Munjal S/o Des
RajMunjal R/0 B1703, Ardee
City, Sec-52, Gurgaon, have
changed my name to Satish
Munjal for all purposes.

0040513391-1

I, Santosh Yadram w/o Late Yad
Ramr/030/6, Uri Enclave, Delhi
Cantt, Delhi-110010, have
changed my name to Santosh
Devi. 0040513337-1

I, Santosh W/o Lt. Rohtash R/0
HN-613, Gali No-13, Swami
Shradhanand Colony, Delhi-
110042, have changed my
name to Shanti Devi for all
purposes. 0040513411-1

I, Sanjay Bansal S/o Ishwar
Chand Bansal
R/0.346/28,0nkar Nagar-B,Tri
Nagar,Delhi-110035,Have
changed my name from
Sanjay Bansal to Sanjay
Kumar for all future purposes.

0040513345-1

I, Saloni D/0 Jagdev Yadav R/O-
G-1/122,Sector-16,Rohini,
Delhi-110085, Changed my
name to Saloni Yadav.for all
Purposes. 0040513353-9

I, SEEMABANSALW/oSh.
Deepak Bansal R/0, V-549,
Arvind Nagar, Ghonda, Delhi-
110053, do hereby solemnly
affirm and informs that my
correctand actual nameis
SEEMA BANSAL whichis
wrongly mentioned as JYOTI
BANSAL inthe T.C.of my son
Lakshay Bansal. 0040513402-1

I, Reena Malik W/0.Rajesh Malik
R/0-C-120,Ground-Floor,
Surajmal Vihar,Delhi-92,have
Changed the Name of my
Minor Son Kaavya Malik to
Kyansh Malik Age-13years

0040513317-1

I, Ravi Gupta S/O-Chunni Lal
Gupta R/0 552, F-Block, Sector-
9,New Vijay-Nagar,
Ghaziabad,U.P-201009,
Changed my name to Ravi
Kumar Gupta. 0040513373-4

I, Rajender S/O Om Prakash
R/0O-House No.M-36, Vijay-
Nagar Colony,Bawana, Delhi-
39.Have Changed My Name To
Rajender Kumar. 0040513353-5

I, Puran Chand S/0 Vasu Dev
R/0-F-124, Madipur-Colony,
Paschim-Vihar, Delhi-
110063.,Changed My Name To
Puran Umria. 0040513353-6

I, Prakash Singh,S/0 Thakur
Singh,Residing At-C-
92A,Sangam-Park,0pp Rana-
Partap-Bagh,Delhi-
110007.Have Changed The
Name Of My Minor Son
Charanjeet Aged 17-Years And
Shall Hereafter Be Khown As
Charanjeet Singh.0040513352-4

I, Pinky Mehra W/O-Davinder
Kumar Mehra R/0.H.No.-503,
Four-Storey, DDA-Tenaments,
Tagore-Garden, West-Delhi,
Delhi-110027,have changed
the name of my minor son
Aditya aged 15-years and he
shall hereafter be known as
Aditya Kumar Mehra.

0040513352-9

I, Parteek Kumar R/O F-206,
Vishnu Garden, Street NO.05,
New Delhi-110018 have
changed my name to Parteek
Singla. 0070675431-1

I, Pankaj Kumar Yadav S/o
Sadho Singh Yadav R/o0 C-2/11,
Lodhi Colony, Lodhi Road, New
Delhi-110003, informs that
name of mine and my father
has been wrongly written as
Pankaj Yadav S/o Sadhu Singh
Yadav, in my Xth School
Certificate. But my actual
name is Pankaj Kumar Yadav
and father’s name Sadho
Singh Yadav which may be
corrected accordingly, for all
future purposes. 0040513320-1

gpapar ..m&' 55, Com

I, Madhu Jain W/o Swaraj
Kumar Jain R/o0 KF-42, Ground
Floor,Sagar Ratna Apartment,
Kavi Nagar Ghaziabad, U.P.
Have changed my nameto
Madhu Jain from Madhu Rani
Jain for all future purposes.

0040513351-1

T, aittRomar,S/0
Shri.Ramchander Yadav R/O-
H.NO-129, East-Part of outer
ring-road, Badli-Village,Delhi-
110042,have changed my
name to Lalit Yadav.

0040513373-3

T, Kunsang Patzar Tshering S/0-
Thendup Palzar Tshering R/O-
House.N0-6143, Sector-B-
8,\Vasant Kunj,
Delhi-110070,have Changed
My Name To Kunsang Palzer
For All,Future Purpose.

0040513400-4

I, Hitherto known as Mitthu'S/0
Sh. Sajjan Kumar residing at A-
40/1, Street No. 6, Chander
Vihar, I. P. Extention, Delhi-
110092, have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Yash Kumar.

00706754721

I, HatizMohammad JuberS/o0
Md. Shafi R/o B-692,
Resettlement-Colony, Khyala,
N.Delhi-110018,have changed
my name to Md. Zuber.

0040513354-3

I, Guru Prasad S/o0 Ishwar
Prasad Gupta R/0-Neelmani-
Colony, Hindan-Vihar,Arthala,
Mohan-Nagar,Ghaziabad
(U.P)have changed my name
to Prince Gupta,for all future
purposes. 0040513352-8

T, Gurmeet Kaur Sudan W/0-
Balvinder Singh Sudan R/o-
W2Z-22 3rd-Floor, back-side
Sant-Nagar Near-Tilak-Nagar
New-Delhi-110018. changed
my name to Amandeep Kour.

0040513373-6

I, GulshanKumarS/0 Prem
Singh Phool R/0 727, Near
Nihal Farm, Tilpat, Faridabad,
have changed my father’s
name to Prem Singh for all
purposes. 0040513374-1

I, Amrin W/o Abu Shahma
R/0.10-B,West Laxmi Market,
Shastri Nagar, KrishanNagar,
Delhi-110031 have changed
myname to Amreen for
allpurpose. 0040513420-1

Bankner New Delhi-110040,
Have Changed My Name To
Amit Khatri. 0040513400-7

I, AKHMAD SARIZHAT W/0 Mr.
Shabbir Ahmad R/o H.No. 23,
Jogabai Okhla, New Delhi-
110025 have changed my name
from Kurbanova Sarizat
Gasanovnato AKHMAD
SARIZHAT for all future
purposes. 0040513328-1

1, RanbirsinghS/oShoAmar
Singh R/o0 A-63, U Block, New
Roshanpura, Najafgarh, New
Delhi-110043 do hereby
solemnly inform that Ranbir,
Ranbir Singh, Ranbir Singh
khanda, Ranbir Singh
Khandelwal are one and same
person and hereby known as
Ranbir Singh for all future
purposes. 0040513319-2

T,BabluS/0 Khargi Ram R/0 RZF-
28, Gali No. 38,Sadh Nagar-2,
Palam Colony, New Delhi-
110045 inform that my name is
wrongly mention in my child
Karishma Meena (DOB:
20.06.2004) school record as
Babloo whereas my actual and
correct name is Bablu for all
purposes. 0040513339-1

I'meenakshivermaD/0-Radhey
shyam verma R/0-B-85 st.no-
2/4,nathu-colony delhi-93.have
changed my nameto
Gudiya.,for all purposes.

0040513354-5

Ihitherto known as Yogendra
Kumar Yadav Alias Yogendra
Kumar S/o-Ram Vir Singh
Yadav,Residing at-B-2-
2,Sector-15,Rohini, North-West
Delhi,Delhi-110089,have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
Yogendra Kumar Yadav.

0040513352-6

I'Vinay Maggo S/o0 Kasturi Lal
Maggo R/0-148, Ambika-Vihar,
Paschim-Vihar, Delhi-110087
have changed my nameto
Viney Kumar. 0040513353-10

I, Gopal Kumar,S/0 Shri. Kailash
Chand R/0O-F-16B, Nanesh
Enclave, Jain-
Colony,Barwala,Delhi-
110039,have changed my
name to Gopal Vishwakarma.

0040513373-2

I, Dinesh Kumar S/o Nathu Ram
Tiwari R/o0 H No. B-380, Second
Floor,Ram Shukha Camp,
Tajpur Pahari, Badarpur, ND-
44, have changed my nameto
Dinesh Kumar Tiwari.

0040513371-1

I, Pramod Kumar S/o Rohan Lal
Gulati R/0 113, Paschim Vihar
Extension, New Delhi-110063,
have changed my name to
Parmod Gulati for all
purposes. 0040513333-1

I, Deepanshu S/0 Subhash
Chander R/0-598, Sector-23,
Sonipat, Haryana-131001.Have
Changed My Name To
Deepanshu Dahiya.

0040513353-3

I, Chintan Agrawal f/0 Nivvaid
Agrawal r/o A-28, First Floor,
Naraina Vihar, Delhi-110028,
have changed my minor son’s
name to Naived Agrawal for all
future purposes. 0040513337-2

I, Charu Lata W/o Kamal
Bhardwaj R/o D-109, Surajmal
Vihar, Delhi-110092, have
changed my nameto Charu
Bhardwaj for all purposes.

0040513414-1

I, Baisa Dinanath Gaurishankar
S/0-Gauri Shankar R/0-C-61-
62, Shiv-Gali, Nanak-Chand-
Basti, Kotla-
Mubarakpur,Delhi-110003.Hav
e Changed My Name To Baisa
Dinanath. 0040513352-3

I, Baby W/0 Sameer Kumar
Gupta R/o-Flat-6/301
Aashiyana Homes, Basai
Brahuddin-Nagar, Sector-70,
Noida, have changed my name
Sadhvi Gupta. 0040513400-1

I, Ayub Mohammad S/0
Alimuddin R/0-300, Main-
Qutub Garh-Road, Ladpur,
Delhi-81.Have Changed My
Name To Mohd Ayub.

0040513353-2

I, Ashok Kumar Badhwar S/0-
Vijay Kumar Badhwar R/0-41-
B, Rajpura-Road, Civil-Lines,
Delhi-110054,Have Changed
My Name To Ashok
Badhwar,For All, Future
Purpose. 0040513400-3

l, Arpan S/o Hawaldar Singh R/o
H.No.51,D-Block, Gali
No.3,Brijpuri,Delhi-110094
have changed my nameto
Arpan Kumar Sisodia.

0040513354-4

I, Anzar Ahmad S/0 Abdul
Jabbar R/0-H-9, Janta
Mazdoor-Colony, Babarpur,
Delhi-110053., Changed My
Name To Anzar Ahmed.

0040513353-8

l, Anshul Pathak S/o Sh.
Chandra Pal Sharma R/o B-66
D,Rajat Vihar, Sector-62,
Noida, UP, have changed my
name from Anshul Kumar
Pathak to Anshul Pathak for all
future purposes. 0040513324-1

l, Anil sharma S/0 Premnath
sharmaR/0, 204, Anmol
Apartment, Sector-2, Plot no.
3/A, Dwarka, Delhi-75, have
changed my minor son’s(D.O.B
08/07/2005) name Hridesh
sharmaato Hirdesh sharma
forall purposes. 0040513332-1

l, Anil Yadav,S/0 Sh.Jai Pal R/o-
H.No0.86,V.P.O.-Chakkarpur,
Gurugram, Haryana, have
changed my name to Anil
Kumar,for all future purposes.

0040513400-5

ISandeep Jain S/o0 Sh. Dharam
Chand JainR/o0 H.N0.148, J-
Extension, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi-
110092 inform that the correct
& exactdate of birth of my
minor daughter Vanshika Jain
is 30-03-2005 instead of 30-02-
2005. 0040513321-2

I, Nidhi Agarwal W/O Rajeev
Aggarwal R/O-
H.No.44/42,West-Punjabi-Bagh,
New-Delhi-110026,Have
Changed My Name To Nidhi
Aggarwal,For All Purposes.

0040513373-1

I, Matur Malakajappa Virappa
S/0 Sh. Virappa Matur Inform
that Matur Mallikarjun Virappa
isincorrect name,lamR/0
1083, Venzia Tower, Mahagun
Moderne, Sector-78 Noida-
201301 U.P. 0040513336-1

I, Anil Kumar S/o Shri Kumar Pal
R/0-B-990, Sector-
1,Avantika,Rohini, Delhi-
110085,have changed my name
to Anil Kumar Chauhan,for all
purposes. 0040513353-1
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KAYASTHA

Suitable Match For Bhatnagar
Girl Chartered Accountant /153
Centimeters/12-08-1991
Officer In Central Public Sector
Undertakings Horoscope
Matching Must Jaipur Based
Family Contact 09828382797

00501550031

- MALYALEE KERALITE

Menon 36years 5’4” MBA
Punartham unmarried residing
in Bangalore. Open to relocate
if required Ph: 9895245456

0050155368-1

MANGLIK

Manglik, V Fair Good looking,
Homely girl,DOB 1988,
Lucknow base Educated
Business Punjabi Family
9936403323.

0050155369-1

I, Prabhjot Kaur Kalra W/o-
Bhagat Singh, Have Lost
Original-Demand-Letter Wide-
File No-J/19(137)82/Gen/VP Of
Property No.JG-11/15
Vikaspuri, New Delhi-
18,Finder Contact: 8851013456.

0040513400-9
Noticeisheregiventhatthe —

share-certificates
by,Folio.Number-060053600-
and-061343164,of Reliance
Industries,Limited standing in
the name of Ramanjit
Kochhar,residing at-
124,Sunder-Nagar,Delhi-
110003,have been reported
lost/stolen and that an
applicationforissue of
duplicate-certificatein
respectthereof has been made
to the company,objection,if
any againstissuance of
suchDuplicate Shares-
certificates should be made
within.15-days,from the date
ofpublication of this
notice.Share-certificate is not
mortgaged or any loan
takenagainstit. 0040513376-2

NotIce IS here given thatthe
share-certificates
by.Folio.Number-
060053561,061342818-and-
061343091,0f Reliance
Industries Limited standingin
the,nameof Daljit Singh
Kochhar,residing at.124-
Sunder-Nagar,Delhi-
110003,have beenreported
lost/stolenand thatan
application forissue
of,duplicate-certificate
inrespect thereof has been
made to the
company,objection,ifany
againstissuanceofsuch
Duplicate Shares-certificates
should be made within.15-
days,from thedate of
publication of this
notice.Share-certificate,is not
mortgaged or any loantaken
againstit. 0040513376-4

We,(I)Bhuvnesh Dudeja
and(2)Rajat Dudeja, both Sons
of Late Jawahar Dudeja We
Lost-Original Sale-Deed
of.Flat.N0.348, Golden-Jublee
Apartment, Pkt-10,Sec-
11,Rohini Delhi Date-
19/08/2019Finder Contact-
99999-30705. 0040513354-10

Notice s here giventhat the
share-certificate by
Folio.Number-023343711,of
Reliance Industries-
Limited,standing inthe name
of Sarabjit Singh
Kochhar,residing
at.124,Sunder Nagar,Delhi-
110003,have been reported
lost/stolen andthat an
application forissue of
duplicate-certificatein
respect thereof has beenmade
to the company,objection,if
any againstissuance of such
Duplicate-Sharescertificates
should be made within.15-
days,from the date of
publication of
thisnotice.Share-certificate,is
not mortgaged or any loan
taken-againstit. 0040513376-1

Notice s here giventhat the
share-certificate
by,Folio.Number-
023229544,0fReliance
Industries Limited-standingin
the name of Aradhana
Kochhar,residingat.126-
Sunder-Nagar,Delhi-
110003,have been reported
lost/stolen and that
anapplication forissue of
duplicate-certificatein
respect thereof has been
made tothe
company,objection,ifany
againstissuance of such
Duplicate Shares-certificates
should be made within.15-
days,from the date of
publication of
thisnotice.Share-certificateis
not mortgaged or any loan
taken againstit. 0040513376-3

PUBLIC NOTICE

L]

Notice is hereby given to public at large that m
clients Sh. Harpreet Singh Bhasin S/o Late Bhagat
Singh & Smt. Rita Bhasin W/o Sh. Harpreet Singh
Bhasin, Both R/o Flat No.316, Laxmi Narayand
Villa, Shiv Ram Palli, Aramghar X-Road, Hydrabad.
Pin-500052, have disowned their Son Shri Anmol
Singh Bhasin and his wife Smt. Nancy Bhasin and
their son namely Master Harveer Singh Bhasin
from their all movable and immovable properties:
with immediate effect and have severed al
connection with  them, due to thei
misbehaviour/misconduct towards my clients, iff
any person deals with them will do so af
his/her/their own risk and consequences and m:
clients shall not be liable for any of thei
acts/deeds.

Anybody dealing with them in any manne
whatsoever is doing the same at his/her/their own
risk and responsibility thereto and my clients wil}

not be responsible for any act, deeds and thingg
done by them.

Sd/

(ANUUJ AGGARWALL (ADVOCATE;
E-16/391, Ist Floor,

Sector-8, Rohini, Delhi-85.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known that my client MRS. RAMA DEV

W/O LATE SH. MALA RAM R/O J/725

JAHANGIR PURI, DELHI-110033, have

been left/debar all relations from her sor

namely. SH. RAJENDER & his wife SMT.

SANTOSH & their children’s namely SNEHA|

& MANVI, due to their misbehavior, from thei

all movable and immovable properties)]

Anybody dealing with them in civil and

criminal matter shall be doing at his/ her/ thei
own risk, cost and responsibility.

Sd/-

SURENDER KUMAR

(ADVOCATE

SHOP NO. 6, RU BLOCK

DDA MARKET, SUB- REGISTRAR]

OFFICE-VI, PITAM PURA,

DELH‘
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We it known to all that sh. S.k. Jain, s/o
sh. S.P. Jain, R/o flat number 10A|
Bharat Apartment, who was allotee and
register share holder as per share
certificate no. 703 /member of kohinoor|
co-operative group housing society|
Limited, 31 -I.P. Extension Delhi-
110092 has expired on 07.10.2013
intestate. On behalf of my client smt.
Vijay jain w/o late sh. S.k. Jain r/o flat
number 10A Bharat Apartment,
kohinoor co-operative group housing
society limited, 31 —I.P. Extension
Delhi-110092. The undersigned
advocate, hereby invites claims or
objections from other heir/s or
claimant/s or objector/s for the transfer,
of the said shares and interest of the
deceased member in the property of|
the society in favour of my client within
a period of 14 days from the publication
of this notice, with copies of proofs to
support the claim/objection at below|
mentioned address. If no
claims/objections are received within
the period prescribed above, the
society shall be at the liberty to transfer
the share of the deceased in the
manner provided under the bye laws.

MUKESH AGGARWAL ADVOCATE
CH. NO. X25-A, CIVIL WING,
TIS HAZARI COURT, DELHI-54

— PUBLIC NOTICE |

General public and all concerned are hereb
inform that my client, Smt. Krishna W/o Late Shri
J.L. Sharma, aged 69 years, R/o House No. B-997
Gali No. 29, Sant Nagar, Burari, Delhi-110084, had
severed all her relations with her son namel
Brijesh Kumar, aged 31 years, and his wife Smt.
Hem Lata and their children, all R/o House No.
267A, Block A1, Near Paramhans Mandir, Hastsal
Road, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi, as they are
disobedient and out of control of my client
therefore my client disown/ debar them from all he
movable and immovable properties owned by he
(present and future) once and for all, due to thei
threats and illegal activities, being disobedient
towards my client. My client also severe all he
relations with them and my client will have ng
concern with them in any manner whatsoever no
will my client responsible for their acts of omissiory
and commission. Any person dealing with them
shall be doing so entirely at their risks and costs.
Sd/-
RAVI SHARMA|
Advocat]
Ch. No. 203, Civil Wing, Tis Hazari Courts.
Dehli-110054

[ PUBLIC NOTICE ]|
Géneral Public 1s herepby nformed tha
my clients Sh. Sheelak Ram s/o late Sh
Fateh Singh and Smt. Sunita w/o Sh
Sheelak Ram, both R/o House no. 262
Gali No. 4 Jeewan Park, Siraspur, Delhi
110042 have disowned and disinherited
from all their movable and immovablg
properties, their daughter namely Smt
Pooja and her husband Sh. Dheeraj
being disobedient towards my clients
My clients have severed all relationg
from them and in future any body
dealing with them will do so at his/he
own risk and responsibility for which my
clients shall not be responsible.
Sd/
RAJIV Hooda (Advocate,
Ch. No. 229, Western Wing
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to public at large that myj
client Sh. Karan Singh S/o Sh. Garib Ran
R/o House No.145, Hastsal Uttam Nagar,
D.K. Mohan Garden, West Delhi-110059
has disowned and debarred his sor
Vishnu Dev Solanki from all his moveabl
and immovable properties because h
solemnized his marriage, with Ms

Simran without his knowledge and
consent and they are out of control of m
client. My client shall not be responsibl
for their acts, deeds. If any person deal
with them then he will be doing on hi
own risk, cost and consequences.
Sd/
RAJENDRA PRASAD (Advocate
Seat No. 32, Near Treasury Gate.
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-5

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all that my client Gopa
Dass@Gopal Das S/o Suwa Lal R/o Housd
No. J-626, Block-J, Jahangir Puri, Delhi
110033, Aadhaar No. 8046 2711 3490, hav{
severed all the relations with his son Targ
Chand S/o Gopal Dass @ Gopal Das, Aadhaa
No. 6620 9096 2844 and Bhagwati (wife o
Tara Chand) and disowned them from all thei
movable and immovable properties. For al
references, my client is not related, interested
concerned or responsible in any manner fo
the acts, deeds, commitments and liablities o
abve said Tara Chand and Bhagwati as the
have gone beyond their control and are living
and acting as per their own wishes. Anyonq
dealing with above said Tara Chand ang
Bhagwati shall be doing so entirely at his/he
own personal risk and liability.

Sd/
SUMIT GARG (Advocate
P-190, Krishna Vihar, Delhi-sq

Public batios
B B wrovan 02l Tras me oed
Sh Deusrah droma S Sh Senwy
arde RE O Ussar Gismd
Flor, Aamedrd 'Yhie M Suca
Bohini Jaki-110543 . have
araread Ao digaietke Woadia
B Spvreyalin ooy Gnd Henad
of ad w=irioe wrh b Moiner il
Jrrwm Ama Wk Sh Darjay Gren
Fio A-T2 Do Flazi, Mian \ibkia
Floms-1 - Dafl- P00 - S 490
s e 3 pirponda
Al | Sraadkank AR n). Ay
AU Waetars Vg Tis Hazan
Comrr] Do e - 00030
=331 A5G TR

PUBLIC NOTICE

Original Share Certificate of
250 Equity Shares of Rs. 10/
each of Gabriel India Ltd
having Folio No. 0002276
Certificate No. 7011
Distinctive No. 75559208 tqg
75559457 in the name of Late
Ram Kishan Husband of
Pramila Garg have been lost
Finder may contact Pramilg
Garg at 011-26964280 or F-
26, HAUZ KHAS ENCLAVE
NEW DELHI-110016.
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Ourclientisinterestedin
disposingit’s assets related to
coffee machines.If interested,
kindly send your Name,
Address and Email id at
info@dgamanagement.com.
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(2G) judgment says
investigative agencies
failed miserably. On that
you cannot fault CAG...
If I were given those

documents again, I would

come up with the (1.76
lakh cr) tigure (again)”

SANDEEP DWIVEDI: In the early
chapters of your book Rethinking
Good Governance, you talk about
vertical accountability. You say how
informal institutions have played a
role in fixing government institutions
while the State has not really
curtailed corruption in big
organisations. Can you elaborate?

Ontheissue of vertical accountability,
or the institutions that you talk about, it’s
not in the context of curbing corruption.
WhatIhave said is that theoretically there
are two institutions of accountability —
one is a formal institution, which is de-
fined in terms of horizontal accountabil-
ity, because these are institutions created
by the government. There is the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India
(CAG) to watch over government expen-
ditures, the Chief Election Commission to
watch over elections etc. But, in the past 15
years, or in this millennium, there has
been the (emergence) of institutions of
vertical accountability which are infor-
mal, such as the media... The Indian media
isvery restrained and it is a positive. They
are not looking into people’s bedrooms
etc. There are also NGOs, PILs, which have
been very positively active. Starting from
the Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI), the 2G or coal scam... it was PILs
that went into it.

The third section is citizen groups.
Twenty years ago (during elections) we
would have sat back in our drawing
rooms, watched TV... Not many of us
would have gone and voted. Today the
same citizen has taken centrestage, and
now actually goes to vote. All these insti-
tutions have introduced vertical account-
ability in the system.

RITU SARIN: You had written to the
Prime Minister’s Office to expand
government audit to include informal
sectors such as NGOs etc. Did that
happen?

Atno point did we want to include the
informal sectors. The CAG Act of 1971 says
that wherever government funding finds
its way, the CAG will chase the rupee. After
1971, the 73rd and 74th amendments cre-
ated the panchayati raj institutions, mu-
nicipalities and local self-government
bodies... Now from the UPA-1 (onwards),
parallel channels were established for de-
volving government funds on projects,
and these funds were going through the
panchayati raj institutions. [ remember
having discussions with (former Union
minister) Jairam Ramesh... But unfortu-
nately the legal audit mandate of the CAG
was of 1971. These institutions were cre-
ated much later. And, one-third of the
money for projects was flowing through
these channels. So say if we wanted to au-
dit any municipality, they could have
turned it down and said who are you, that
the mandate of '71 says that you cannot
audit us. At the time, we made a presen-
tation to the finance minister and
Planning Commission, and pointed out
thelacunae. Then,in 2009, they issued an
order and said henceforth all local bodies
to which government funds are being
made available will also fall under the au-
dit mandate of the CAG.

ABANTIKA GHOSH: Your book talks
about the accountability of
institutions. During your term as CAG,
you estimated a loss of Rs 1.76 crore in
the allocation of 2G spectrum licences
to private players. But now most of
those people who went to jail in the
aftermath of the scam are backin
Parliament. Do you think there are
questions that the CAG needs to
answer about its report on the scam?

Let me explain to you the difference
between what happened in the trial court
and what we did. See, the CAG of India
conducts audits and does not do investi-
gations. As far as the CAG is concerned, the
(2G) chapter s closed.

The second activity that took place was
the Supreme Court examining the li-
cences. It had nothing to do with the CAG.
In fact, if you read the SC verdict, it clearly
says that we are not basing our judgment
on the CAG report... That’s exactly the sen-
tence they used. So the SC cut out all the
extraneous information, and based its ver-
dict entirely on the evidence that was pro-
duced before them. In their wisdom, af-
ter examining the details, they cancelled
the licences.

Now, the third thing that happened
was that the CBI picked up the criminality
part of what happened in the issuance of
those licences. The CBI conducts investiga-
tions. Their job is to pull out documents,
evidences, witnesses and produce them,
maybe, before the CBI court, which is a
trial court. [ don’t know how long they
took. But they also have nothing to do
with the audit, because audit reports have

IHIFII:F'.H:'I 55, Com

WHY VINOD RAI

A former civil servant who
was arguably India’s most
famous Comptroller and
Auditor General — after
pegging the loss in the 2G
scam at Rs 1.76 lakh crore —
Vinod Rai is presently the
chairman of the Committee of
Administrators that is
overseeing the country’s
cricket administration. He has
recently authored Rethinking

Good Governance, a book on
India’s public institutions.
Entrusted with the task of
implementing the Justice RS
Lodha reforms, that promise
far-reaching changes in Indian
cricket, Rai, has held the road
map in his hands as BCCI
takes a radically new path and
deals with the complex issues
of conflict of interest and the
role of politicians in sports

“Justice Lodha gave 20
examples of conflict of
interest... We abide by
them a100%... I believe it
is a grey area. And the
ethics officer took a very
narrow, legalistic view of
what that conflict is. So
we sought a relook”

‘A loss isn’t just captain’s fault... To say nobody held
Kohli responsible for Cup loss would be incorrect’

Ex-CAG, Committee of Administrators Chairman Vinod Rai talks about the SC-appointed body’s ties with BCCI, calls row over Army
insignia on Dhoni gloves oversight, defends Ravi Shastri’s selection, work as coach, and explains why he called for Pakistan’s ‘isolation’
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Commiittee of Administrators Chairman Vinod Rai with National Sports Editor Sandeep Dwivedi in The Indian Express newsroom. Gajendra Yadav

no evidentiary value in a court.

If you have read the judgment, the
judge has made some very scathing re-
marks on the quality of evidence that was
produced, and the quality of witnesses
that were produced, on there being no
connection between the chargesheet and
the evidence that was produced. The
words he used in the judgment were that
the investigative agencies failed miser-
ably. On that you cannot fault the CAG. ]
am making an assertion that if our audit
team and me were given those docu-
ments again, [ would come up with that
figure (again).

SANDEEP DWIVEDI: Thereis a
perception that as a sports
administrator you have taken some
populist measures. After the
Pulwama attack, and before the
World Cup, the BCCl wrote to the
International Cricket Council to
isolate Pakistan. You went on record
to say that Pakistan should be treated
the way South Africa was for
Apartheid. ‘The present dispensation
feels strongly about it because we
reflect the sentiment of the nation.
We are not a closed cricket
community, we represent the nation,’
you said. But doesn’t this go against
the Olympic Charter, where to play a
sport is a human right?

[ was coming to things step by step.
Were you allowing Pakistani players in the
Indian Premier League? You were not.
Now, India was slated to play Pakistan on
June 16... There was a rhetoric built up over
here that India should refuse to play with
Pakistan. People were saying it, the me-
dia was reporting it. The media was not
cooking it up. The media reports, picks up
news from the ground... There was a head-
line saying that the BCCI wants to go for
revenues, and that is why they want to
play Pakistan.Idon’t want to name the tel-
evision anchor... Now, faced with such a
situation, what was my reaction? If we
don’t play Pakistan (in the World Cup), we
lose one point, two points, and that does-
n’t matter. But suppose Pakistan comes
up in the semi-final and we withdraw.
Isn’'t that shooting yourself in the foot? We
would be closing avenues for ourselves.
Which, I thought, was an incorrect move.
So I said, rather than shooting ourselves
in the foot, let’s isolate them.

SANDEEP DWIVEDI: During the World
Cup, why did the BCCI write to the ICC
seeking permission for M S Dhoni to
wear wicket-keeping gloves with the
‘Balidaan Badge’, the regimental
dagger insignia of the Army’s Special

Forces? The request was turned down
and it triggered a big media debate.

That was a non-issue. What he wore
was not the insignia of his regiment. But
he wore something... At that point, at
least I did not know that the ICC had
rules about what you can put on your
gloves. I was taken by surprise. I said,
look, if he is wearing it, he is free to wear
it, and I supported him. Then I was
shown 11 pages of ICC norms which say
that you can only have your team’s in-
signia and that of the manufacturers. So
we had to withdraw. It was a genuine
oversight by me. Why should I name
anybody else? I did not know that there
are such instructions.

DAKSH PANWAR: Going back to the
previous question, and just to make it
clear, are you in favour of isolating
Pakistan in cricket?

No. As I said I was taking a position to
counter the rhetoric which had gained
momentum in the public domain. That's
all. On playing Pakistan, I think there is a
government policy...that you can play on
neutral territory, and not on each other’s...
We are very clear in our minds that on
neutral territory we will play any country.

SUNIL JAIN: Many people are of the
opinion that you are allowing the
captain to decide everything... Virat
Kohli didn’t want Anil Kumble to be
coach. Then replacing Kumble with
Ravi Shastri, who many argue was not
the best coach. Your comments.

We took charge on January 30,2017.In
April, when we happened to be in
Hyderabad for the first match of the IPL
season, Kumble’s contract was produced
before me. Kumble’s contract, or rather
selection as a coach, was for a two-year

period. The person selected then did not
find favour... So Kumble was selected, but
he was given only a one-year tenure.
Kumble’s contract did not have a clause
for extension. The issue that came up was
not so much about what happened in the
dressing room... It was if we have to ex-
tend Kumble’s tenure, how do we doit? I
was in favour of an extension if it was
found appropriate by a certain commit-
tee.Isaid please follow the process. That’s
all. And, what was the process? Call for ap-
plications, go through an interview
process, and select the right person. You
can call me ignoramus, but at the time I
did not know what happened between
the captain and the coach.

SUNIL JAIN: How is Ravi Shastrias a
coach?

Now, again, I don’t know how many
coaches would have been superior to
Shastri, but at least he has managed to
keep the team fighting fit, battle-ready
and cohesive in every respect. So I think
he performed very well as a coach.

SANDEEP DWIVEDI: But there seems
to be a problem with the coach
selection process. Earlier, applications
were invited and people applied. Ravi
Shastri did not apply initially when
Kumble’s contract was to be
extended. Virat Kohli said that he
doesn’t want Kumble. Then the BCCI
CEO asked for fresh applications. That
is when Ravi Shastri applied and got
the position.

The reasons (for this process) have
beenrecorded in writing... Only the appli-
cation period was extended and two peo-
ple applied — it was not only Ravi Shastri.
The application period was extended by
four weeks, if | remember correctly.

“CAG mandate ends
with the report. Public
Accounts Committee
then (takes over).
Parliament has failed to
enforce its accountability
over Executive. Why?
Because the committee
system has to improve

SHOBHANA SUBRAMANIAN: How
seriously does the government take
CAG audits? The National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI), for
example, did not set aside a
mandatory half-yearly sum meant
for liquidating long-term loans from
its income in reserve fund, despite
repeated prodding from the CAG.

Ihave commented on the efficacy of the
committee system of Parliament. The CAG's
mandate ends the moment he has plugged
its report. Then the PAC (Public Accounts
Committee) pulls up the NHAI chairman
and says please explain. Parliament has not
been successful in enforcing its accounta-
bility over the Executive. Why? Because of
the committee system (such as the Public
Accounts Committee). The committee sys-
tem has to be improved.

NIHAL KOSHIE: The Lodha Committee
reforms say that people holding
public offices, especially ministers,
shouldn’t be in the BCCL. I'm asking
this because the Union Home
Minister, Mr Amit Shah, is the
president of the Gujarat Cricket
Association. Delhi MLA Om Prakash
Sharma is a member of the executive
committee of the Delhi and District
Cricket Association. Don’t the Lodha
Committee’s suggestions apply to
these bodies as well?

It’s a valid legal issue. We have ad-
dressed it. We went right up to the ami-
cus also to check on this issue and we were
told that their tenure is till the time the
AGM (Annual General Meeting) is held.
When the AGM is held, they will have to
demit office... There are four-five people.
They will all demit office.

SANDEEP DWIVEDI: The Lodha
Committee came out with certain
clauses on the issue of conflict of
interest. But there are several
complaints about cricketers in this
regard. Sourav Ganguly is president of
the Cricket Association of Bengal, he is
a commentator... Rahul Dravid is
employed with India Cements...

In his report, Justice Lodha has given
about 20 examples of conflict of interest.
So the issues are very clear. We abide by
them a 100 per cent. Since you took cer-
tain names... Sourav Ganguly is in conflict
since he is president of the Cricket
Association of Bengal. No dispute about
it. Rahul Dravid was (in breach) because
he was employed by India Cements. He
has been made to stop that. You can check
up. There is a resignation.

See, we believe that a cricketer is con-
flicted if he is employed or engaged in com-

mentary for the BCCI. Butif, say, you are do-
ing commentary for a vernacular channel
somewhere in Andhra Pradesh, and you
had no dealings, you are a former player,
why should you be in conflict? Now we
wanted thatissue to be cleared. I sincerely
believe thatitis a grey area. And the ethics
officer, we believe, took a very narrow, le-
galistic view of what that conflict is. So we
approached him for a reconsideration. He
says, his mandate does not allow a review
and you have to go back to the court.

In Sourav’s case, as long as he is presi-
dent of CAB, he can’t be a member of the
Cricket Advisory Committee.

TUSHAR BHADURI: The Commiittee of
Administrators (CoA) was formed to
implement the Lodha reforms.
However, all we hear in the news is
tussles within the body. Do you think
you have got into details which were
not your domain, like board
administration and functioning?

I have read the (Supreme Court) judg-
ment... (It says) the CoA has been nomi-
nated by the court... and that the adminis-
trators shall supervise the management of
the BCCI. So you have no option but to do
administration. The judgment has a few
important points. First, that the adminis-
tration of the BCCIwill be done by the CoA.
Secondly, for (implementation of ) reforms,
we started as a four-member body; two
people left. We are now left with two peo-
ple... It's not necessary to be unanimous,
you must have healthy discussions and de-
bate. The only objection I have is that it
should not come outin the publicdomain.

SANDEEP DWIVEDI: In April, the CoA
approved travel plans for its own
members to watch the June-July
World Cup in England? Why were CoA
administrators needed there?

We took a decision for office-bearers
to go. It was for seven days. What do they
do(there)? When they go there, they will
watch the matches. Why shouldn’t a
member watch the matches?...1 can give
you 16 different examples of why it’s good
to go there. 1 did not go... Seven days in 45
days is not a big thing.

SUMIT JHA: If a captain, and not just in
cricket but any other sport, is given
powers to select coaches, doesn’t it
take away from the game?

It's good to have checks and balances.
When a team performs badly, I don’t think
it’s only the captain’s (responsibility).
There are alot of closed door discussions...
To say that nobody held Virat Kohli re-
sponsible for the (World Cup) loss would
be incorrect.




OR THE last few weeks, Ashish
Jain has been getting four-five
calls every day from plastic ma-
nufacturers across the country
asking what was likely to happen

on October 2. As director of the Delhi-based
Indian Pollution Control Association (IPCA),
aresearch firm that works on waste manage-
ment and air pollution, the 41-year-old Jain
has been involved in stake-holder consulta-
tions on the impending crackdown on plas-
tics. And though the government has clari-
fied thatit was not going toimpose a blanket
ban onsingle-use plastic from October 2, Jain
says the apprehensions have remained.

“Manufacturers of general-use plastic like
carry bags are complaining that they are not
receiving orders, with traders anticipating
the announcement of a ban on October 2.
This is their peak season, ahead of festivals
such as Diwali, but, apparently, even normal
orders have been put on hold,” says Jain.

It all started with PM Narendra Modi,
who, in his Independence day speech, gave
acallto getrid the country of single-use plas-
tic products. Some subsequent statements,
from Modi and his ministers, have made it
clear that a crackdown on plastic would be
to this government’s second term what
Swachh Bharat campaign was to the first.

However, Swachh Bharat — atleastinits
attempt to make India open-defecation free
—hasbeen arelatively straight-forward task,
even if quite humongous. The move to get
rid of plastic waste, on the other hand, is a
vastly complicated and multi-layered prob-
lem. Plastic is so deeply entrenched in our
lifestyles, and therefore in our economy, that
any move to ban it wouldn’'t be without ma-
jor disruptions. A complete ban on plastic is
not just unrealistic, but almost impossible.
The attempts by various states governments
toban some plastic products, like carry bags,
have also remained largely ineffective.

Yet, there’s no doubt that the plastic prob-
lemisagrowingone. Close to 26,000 tonnes
of plastic waste is generated across India
every day, of which close to 10,000 tonnes
stays uncollected. With most plastic prod-
ucts taking close to 1,000 years to decompo-
se, these remain scattered in our surroundi-
ngs. In fact, one of the main reasons for the
repeated flooding in Mumbaiis plastic chok-
ing up sewage networks.

Defining single-use

The problem starts with the definitionit-
self. There is no clear definition of what s sin-
gle-use plastic. It is generally understood to
meanall packaging products, carry bags, bot-
tled drinks, straws, containers, decoration
plastics, cutlery — anything that you would
ordinarily throw away after one use.

A committee under the Environment
Ministry is working on finalising an unam-
biguous definition of single-use plastic. A
senior government functionary told The
Sunday Express that a notification on this
could be expected by October end. The noti-
fication, he said, was also likely to spell out
the red-lines for the plastics industry.

Swaminathan Sivaram, a former director
of the Pune-based National Chemical Labo-
ratory and amember of an expert panel con-
stituted by the Department of Petrochemi-
cals to categorise single-use plastic, says any
product whose life cycleis less thanafew ho-
urs should be classified as single-use. Such
plastics are being targeted as these are the
ones thatend up in the binin large numbers.

The crackdown

Experts say thatinall likelihood, the gov-
ernment is not expected to announce the
kind of general ban that many states have put
inplace. Instead, it seems to be preparing for
amore layered approach to deal with plastic
waste, one that involves a time-bound pha-
se-out of some products, strengthening of
waste management practices, incentives for
creating high-quality recycling infrastruc-
ture, and mandatory blending of recycled
material in plastic.

“A blanket ban on single-use plastic
would be counter-productive... Plastic is es-
sentially a waste management problem. We
donot have systems in place for effective seg-
regation, collection and recycling. Once we
ensure this,a majority of the problemis taken
care of,” said former Environment Minister
Jairam Ramesh.

“Thisis not to suggest that nothing needs
to be done on plastic waste. There are many
eco-sensitive areas where the amount of
plastic waste has reached saturation point.
So, in places such as the Himalayas, for ex-
ample, a ban could be justified. There is util-

SWAMINATHAN SIVARAM is a member of
the expert committee constituted by the
government to categorise single-use plas-
tic. He tells AMITABH SINHA that the def-
inition of single-use plastic is still being
worked out and that the problem must be
dealt with at multiple levels.

Is it possible to ban plastic products?
The government may phase out cer-
tain problematic plastics... A complete
ban will be difficult to implement, as
many plastic products have no viable al-
ternatives... The experiences in different
states, which banned certain type of sin-
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In 5 minutes, around the time it takes to read this piece, around 5 million
plastic bottles will be bought around the world, many of those in India.

With PM Modi calling for an end to single-use plastic, AMITABH SINHA
examines the scale of the problem. But first off, what is single-use plastic?
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is what it takes for a PET
bottle (and most other
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decompose

e global average of about 28 kg

India .."11 kg

Europe

China

65 kg

38 kg

\

annual plastic use in India in 2014-15,
uch 20 kg by 2022. That's much below

109 kg

- Source: All India Plastic Manufacturers’ Association, PlastIndia, TATA Strategic

7

'
-

134

million metric tonnes per year was
the annual plastic production in
Indiain 2015-16, likely to reach
- 22 MMT per year by 2020

] N’umher of organised recycling

I.l".-..- B Number of unorganised
- recyclingunits:4 007)&.'.-

Emplo mel

ndirect (in ludir Ng Waste

s |

units: 3,500+

o
Dmect 6,00,000+, 1-! L
kers)

" 10.00.000

l ‘_--'f

- 4

'1.

26,000

TONNES PER DAY

(9.4 million tonnes per year)
the plastic waste generated
in 2017-18 (Source: CPCB)

ity in many single-use plastics. So we need
to consider these moves with caution. There
are lakhs of livelihoods at stake,” he said.
Asof now, the governmentis learnttobe
working onallist of products that can be cat-
egorised as single-use plastic. Out of 64 prod-
uctsinitially suggested, 12 are learnt to have
been finally included. It is expected that the
government will announce a phase-out of,
orevenanimmediate ban on, these 12 items
on October 2. These items include carry bags,
cutlerylike spoons, glasses and plates, straw,
bottles with volume less than 200], thermo-
col, and plastic used in decoration. Even the
white woven carry bags that look like cloth
and are sometimes used as a replacement
for plasticbagsislearnt to be on thislist. These
bags are produced by blending cotton with
plastic, and are thus non-recyclable.
“Unavoidable plastic use will continue.
Avoidable plastic use will be discouraged,”

9,400

TONNES PER DAY

(or 3.8 million tonnes per year)
of plastic waste left uncollected
(Source: CPCB)

the government functionary said.

Reduce, reuse, recycle

The bigger challenge is to put in place an
efficient waste management system, which
would bring in a more sustainable way to
deal with plastic waste. This would involve
segregation of waste at source, collectionand
recycling. It would also mean nudging peo-
ple towards making behavioural changes.

Almost 60 per cent of all plastic waste in
the countryisrecycled. But most of itis done
in informal, home-based industries which
produce very low-quality recycled plastic.

It is possible for recycled plastic to be
mixed with virgin material to then produce
high-grade plastic products that are required
to store food, for example, but that requires
a more organised industrial scale set-up
equipped with modern technology. A PET
bottle, when currently recycled, most likely

-
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tonnes per day (5.6 million tonnes

per year) is the amount of plastic

waste recycled — or 60 per cent of
the total
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of manufactured plasticis
used for packaging
(Source: TERI)

ends up producing cloth-like fibres that are
used to make shirts or jackets. But a PET bot-
tle can be recycled into an equivalent grade
of plastic to produce another PET bottle, thus
reducing the demand for virgin plastic.

But high-quality recycling hasits own re-
quirements. The input material has to be
unadulterated. Dirt or mud on the plastic can
make it unsuitable for high-quality recycling,
That means users would need to clean the
plastic bag or packaging material before dis-
posingitin garbage. Similarly, multi-layered
plastic, the kind that is used for packaging
branded chips or biscuits, for example, are
difficult to recycle because of the presence of
materials that are chemically different.

The economics of recycling

The recycling industry depends heavily
on rag pickers and waste collectors. Right
now, almost all the plastic waste they collect

INTERVIEW: SWAMINATHAN SIVARAM

gle-use plastic, have not been very satis-
factory. At the same time, there are sev-
eral products that can be phased out
without much pain to either the con-
sumer or manufacturing industry....

What's the plan to deal with plastic?
The problem with single-use plastic
must be dealt with at three levels. At the
consumer’s level, there should be a sus-
tained campaign to educate citizens on
how to responsibly handle plastic prod-
ucts... The second is at the regulator’s level.
There are millions of plastic products and
it will not be possible to identify each
product and take decisions individually.
For this purpose, some of us have pro-
posed a matrix, which balances the util-

ity of a given product with its adverse en-
vironment impact... By assigning a
composite score to each of these two fac-
tors, we can arrive at a decision whether
in a particular case, utility will outweigh
the adverse environmental impact or vice
versa... The third is at the level of the in-
dustry manufacturing plastic products for
packaging and those using it for product
sale. They have to shift to a more sustain-
able packaging material... and participate
proactively in the Extended Producer
Responsibility system that has already
been notified.

What is the time period for the

phasing-out process?
There are many single-use plastic items

‘Complete ban will be difficult... Not enough viable alternatlves

that can be done away with quickly with
little impact on either the consumer or in-
dustry. It is possible to phase these out
within a year or so. In fact, in the last few
months, we noticed that many of these
products are already being phased out or
their use reduced by voluntary action. The
next set of products is those which have
high utility but the potential to cause ad-
verse environmental impact... The govern-
ment and industry must jointly agree to
set up arobust recycling system so that the
environment impact can be minimised,
failing which it should be phased out.
Our aim is to progress towards a circu-
lar economy. Therefore, it is desirable to
ensure all single-use plastic, regardless of
utility orimpact on environment, manda-
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Raising pitch

According to a UNEP report, more

than 60 countries have some form +4
of regulation — ban or taxes — on

production and use of plastic. But -
enforcement has not been robust, E
and only about 30 per cent of the o

countries reported a drop in con-
sumption. India's own record in
implementing plastic bans has
been poor. But by raising the pitch
on plastic use, the government is
hoping to make more manufactur-
ers comply to regulations.

STATES THAT GENERATE THE MOST
PLASTIC WASTE (2017-18)
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka

(Source: CPCB)

WHAT'S BANNED IN STATES

HIMACHAL PRADESH: Non-
biodegradable plastic bags, and
disposable plastic products

UTTAR PRADESH: Ban on plastic bags,
cups and glasses

PUN]JAB: Single-use plastic carry bags
and containers

HARYANA: Plastic carry bags -

1
KERALA: Plastic bags with thickness of |
less than 50 microns

WEST BENGAL: Plastic bags with i
thickness of less than 40 microns

SIKKIM: Plastic wrappers, plastic bags
and disposable styrofoam

DELHI: All disposable plastic S
MAHARASHTRA: Carry bags, PET

bottles less than 200 ml, disposable
items, decoration items

hasaprice, ranging fromRs 3-4akgtoRs 30-
40 a kg. PET bottles, for instance, can fetch
them Rs 15-20 a kg. A high-quality bucket
made of virgin plastic can fetch upwards of
Rs30akg. Theseare easier to collect and have
substantial weight, so the collector gets a
higher price for fewer number of items col-
lected. Articles such as wrappers of choco-
lates and sweets, straws and shampoo sa-
chets, however, are often left out. These are
priced at Rs 3-4 a kg, and many more need |
tobe collected. These small plasticitems are

also the ones that are littered the most.
Animportant element in this is whatis =« = =
known as Extended Producer Responsibility, :
or EPR, that makes it mandatory for the pro-
ducing company to get their used products
collected.InIndia, EPR guidelines for plastics
were introduced for the first time in 2016, in
the Plastic Waste Management Rules. Such
EPR arrangements have existed forlead acid
batteries since 2000 and for e-waste since
2011. So far, the implementation of EPR
guidelines on plastic hasremained sluggish.
But that could be changing now. =
“Many companies have started follow- ¢ -
ing EPR guidelines after the (PM’s) August
15 announcement. So far, about 150 major 4 |
II . | :
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guidelines, collecting nearly 30 per cent of
their plastic sales,” says Jain of IPCA. [

But plastic cannot be recycled indefi- ;
nitely. The purest of them can undergo not I.l i
more than 7-8 recycles. They would need to
be utilised somewhere else after that. In re-
cent times, plastic waste has found good ap-
plication in road construction. Additionally,
plastic can be converted to industry level
gasoline as well.

But those are end-of-life solutions. As
of now, theidea seemstobe to putin place
systems to ensure that the unnecessary
use of plasticsis minimised, atask which %

involves the coming together of gov-
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ernment, industry and the public.

torily include a certain quantity
of recycled materials (recy-
clates). Many European coun-
tries have in place such reg-
ulations....

But we lack a definition
of single-use plastic.

Well, it is being worked
out. Meaning while, thereisa 1
definition by the UNEP, which |

we can use... Any definition of i‘— i

linked to the life cycle. If it is
less than a few hours, it must
be considered single-use.

single-use plastic must be
Full interview on www.indianexpress.com
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THE MARGINS
OF MUMBAI

5,500 families live in a housing colony in the city under conditions that the
high court has said could cause them to die. TABASSUM BARNAGARWALA on
aresettlement colony adjoining 17 factories and refineries, the many
pollution reports it has failed, the people who have fled it, and those who can’t

PHOTOGRAPHS: AMIT CHAKRAVARTY

Swati Jadhav with her children at the site of her collapsed hut in Kurar

TWAS August 21. Swati Jadhav and
her three children travelled 30 km
in a tempo from Kurar village in
Malad East to Mahul, bundled up
like luggage, toanew homeallotted
by the government to them in a high rise. It
wasa 125 sq ft flat with a bathroom, a toilet,
and a dedicated kitchen space — a far cry
from the 100 sq ft hut and community toilet
that the family shared in a slum settlement.

Swati was thrilled. She arranged their
belongings — four utensils, two bedsheets,
amat, and a few items of clothing — and
even set up a tiny temple.

But, it took all of 10 days for them to re-
turn, in another tempo, to Kurar.

“My neighbours ask me why I left a
pucca flat in Mahul for this kuchcha house.
I tell them I can’t breath there,” she says.

On September 3, hearing a clutch of writ
petitions filed by Mahul residents, the
Bombay High Court expressed shock over
the conditions in which the government
had pushed people rehabilitated due to its
projects to live. Pulling up
the Maharashtra govern-
ment and Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC), Chief Justice

Kurar

Powai

area; here, a narrow road stands as a nom-
inal divider. Residents claim that not just
the air, the groundwater too is contami-
nated from the chemicals seeping into it.

MPCB Assistant Secretary Pundlik
Mirashe insists, “Air quality levels in Mahul
are at a par with the rest of Mumbai. We get
factory readings every day.”

The high court based its observations on
multiple environmental reports. One such
report, by the MPCBin 2014, found the pres-
ence of 21 ‘volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) in the area, among them benzene,
styrene, toluene, xylenes, diethylbenzene,
trimethylbenzene and dichlorobenzenes.
Mainly released by industrial units, VOCs are
known toattack the central nervous system,
causing rritation in the eyes, nose and throat.

The scariest levels were of toluene in air
— 0.169 parts per million, much higher
than the threshold of 0.021 ppm. Toluene
can affect kidney and liver,
and impair the immune
system. Toluene, the report
added, was released by the
two refineries nearby, of

Pradeep Nandrajog said . Bharat Petroleum Corpora-
the State must treat all its —— tion Limited (BPCL) and
citizens, rich or poor, with Bandra ] Hindustan Petroleum Cor-
dignity. “You cannot let | poration Limited (HPCL).

these thousands die. This s | — The same year, a King
not correct,” he said, direct- Kurla Edward Memorial Hospital
ing the government to as- reportstated that the health
sess the pollution levels in impact on Mahul residents
Mahul. was similar to Toluene diiso-

Hugging Mumbai’s
eastern front, Mahul used to be a fishing vil-
lage. Early this century, land was taken over
near it to build a housing colony for slumd-
wellers under the ‘Project Affected People’
scheme, with construction carried out from
2006 to 2010 by a private developer. The
initial idea was to house slumdwellers dis-
placed by the BMC's upgradation of the
storm-water disposal system. But over the
next decade, 10,000-15,000 families,
roughly 60,000 people, were moved to
Mahul as part of rehabilitation for various
projects. Now the cluster of 72 buildings,
seven to eight storeys each, holds an esti-
mated 5,500 families, all in 125 sq ft flats.

Any given day, a cloud of smoke hangs
over Mahul, emitted by 15 chemical facto-
ries and two oil refineries. The Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board (MPCB) requires a
buffer zone of minimum 800 metres be-

cyanate exposure, that can
attack the respiratory tractand cause asthma.
Itadded that 67.1 per cent of Mahul's popu-
lation suffered from breathlessness, 86.6 per
centhad eye irritation,and 84.5 per cent felt
achoking sensation.

Avyear later, the National Green Tribunal
(NGT)said “there s perceptible threat to the
health of residents of Village Mahul and
Ambapada (adjoining village) due to pre-
vailing air quality in the area”.

Around the same time, the National
Disaster Relief Force (NDRF) rejected a pro-
posal to move its base camp to near the
Deonar dumping ground (a few kilometres
from Mahul), citing hazardous gases.

The latest report is of the CSIR (Council
of Scientific and Industrial Research)-NEERI
(National Environmental Engineering
Research Institute), released in 2018, after
over three years of research. It recom-
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(Clockwise from
left) Regulations
require housing
societies to have
maximum 500
tenements per
hectare, Mahul has
1,327; aview of the
industrial units
from one of the
housing terraces,
closer than MPCB’s
bufferzone;
Vishwakarma
family’s children on
avisit, they stay with
arelative soasto
continue schooling;
families like Ashok
Shinde’s spend days
scrubbing floors,
corridors of grime

Control Region’, with no residential prem-
ises allowed, and called for plugging of
equipment leaks, pumps, valves at facto-
ries, and thorough inspections to reduce
emissions from both plants and refineries.
Based on that, the Central Pollution Control
Board was asked to devise an action plan.

This year in April, five months before its
September order, the Bombay High Court
said clean air was a fundamental right and
directed the BMC to provide Rs 15,000 rent
each to Mahul residents so that they could
live elsewhere. The BMC got a stay on it
from the Supreme Court.

Even the refineries had objected to the
housing colony coming up in their midst.
In 2007, BPCL filed a petition in the high
court citing security risks from the colony,
but it was rejected two years later. Around
same time, HPCL moved the high court and
later the Supreme Court citing carcinogenic
dangers of VOCs released by its refinery.

In 2010, Mumbai Police personnel were
allotted flats in Mahul, but no one took them
up. While clarifying that possession of all flats
had not been handed over to police when he
retired, former Mumbai police commis-
sioner Sanjeev Dayal says, “I think police per-
sonnel had an issue with the existing refin-
ery and the pollution problem. I don’t know
if anybody eventually moved there.”

When she moved to Mahul, Swati did
not know all this. In fact, she says, she had-
n'teven heard of Mahul, having never trav-
elled much beyond the slum settlement of
Pimpripapa in Mumbai's western suburbs
in 12 years of her married life.

Then, on July 2 night, a 35-ft BMC wall
holding back a reservoir collapsed under
heavy rains, inundating her slum and that
of adjoining Ambedkar Nagar, and sweep-
ing huts down a slope. Swati’s hut was lo-
cated just a few feet from the wall. “I was
sitting, my husband was standing by the
door. Our children were playing around
when we heard shouting. Then suddenly,
we were swept away,” Swati recalls.

Aninjured Swati spent the night looking
for her three children, who were rescued
by neighbours. Daylight revealed that 31
people had been killed, including Swati’s
husband Dattatray Jadhav.

Jadhav made about Rs 20,000 a month,
making statues. Swati struggled to support
her family on the Rs 8,000 a month she
earned as household help. She left Mumbai
with her children for her Latur village. About
amonth later, her brother-in-law called to
say the BMC and Forest Department were
giving temporary flats in Mahul to those who
had lost huts in the tragedy.

Swati says she didn’t raise too many
questions, delighted that she would get a
house in Mumbai — an impossible dream
— for free. “I signed the allotment paper.”

Her first view of Mahul, from that tempo
on August 21 — carrying belongings mostly
donated or borrowed from neighbours and
others — was of towering chimneys. Fire
spit out of a few, and smoke filled the air.

The first three days, Swati says, she kept
scrubbing the floors of her flat and the corri-
dor outside to clear stubborn grime. Her chil-
dren had not gone to school for two months
by then, and rather than send them to the
only school nearby, a BMC-run school up to
Class 8, she kept them at home. She tried
looking for work as domestic helpin the vast
industrial sector but could not find any.

On Day 5, Swati's elder daughter
Sugandha complained of an itchy throat.
The next day, she says, her other two chil-
dren said they could not swallow food. “I
felt it too, the sore throat. There was a smell

TIMELINE

2006-2009: Construction begins
on Mahul housing colony

2007: BPCL files petition in court
against the colony, citing
security risk

2010 ONWARDS: Rehabilitation
in Mahul begins

2015: NGT finds high pollution
levels in Mahul

2016: NEERI appointed to
conduct three-year study

2017: Thousands vacated from
slums near Tansa pipeline and
relocated to Mahul

MARCH 2018: Writ petition filed
by Mahul residents against
rehabilitation to the colony

AUGUST 2018: Bombay HC says
govt failed proper rehabilitation
in Mahul

OCT 2018: Over 800 Mahul
residents begin an indefinite
protest

APRIL4, 2019: Bombay HC says
clean air is a fundamental right,
asks govt to pay Rs 15,000 rent to
Mahul residents so that they can
live elsewhere, BMC gets a stay

SEPT 2019: HC orders
reassessment of pollution levels
in Mahul

960 REHAB BUILDINGS

Mumbai Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
(MMRDA) website lists 45
rehabilitation and resettlement
colonies in the city

Along with structures developed
by the Slum Rehabilitation
Authority and Maharashtra
Housing And Development
Authority, there are 560 buildings
for resettlement available in all in
the city

Just for MMRDA projects such as
Mumbai Urban Transport Project,
Monorail and Mithi river
development, over 40,866 people
have been rehabilitated across
Mumbai

every time I stepped outside the building.”

When the itchiness gave way to persist-
ent cough, Swati was alarmed. By then she
had heard of many families falling ill to
Mahul’s pollution and moving out. So, she
decided to go back to Karur.

First Swati took a tiny room on rent for
Rs4,000 close to where her demolished hut
stood. Four days later, when incessant rains
flooded that room too, she moved to an-
other, for the same rent. Her three children
still cough intermittently, their recovery
hampered by the dampness of their sur-
roundings. But at least they have rejoined
the private Queen Mary High School they
used to go to, Swati says.

Back in Mahul colony’s building num-
ber 28, Rashmi Pandit (18) has patches all
over her legs, due to reportedly a skin infec-
tion persisting for two years now. “The doc-

tor says it is the water,” says Pandit, who
moved to Mahul in 2017. Having spent
Rs 5,000 on medicines, her family now buys
drinking water from outside Mahul.

Rashmi claims that she hoped to be-
come adoctor but had to quit after Class 12
as she could not afford the Rs 100-150 daily
commuting cost to college. So she joined
the BMC school as a teacher.

Usha and Kamlesh Vishwakarma, also
displaced due to the Kurar wall collapse,
moved into Mahul on August 21. But they
left their children behind at arelative’s house
inMalad so that they could continue school
there; their daughter Sudhais in Class 12.

“This rehabilitation has separated our
family,” Usha, 33, weeps. Kamlesh, who
works at a furniture unit in Malad, says he
would now have to take a bus, then a train,
followed by another bus, to reach his work-
place. “It will take two hours. I earn Rs 450
aday and I will spend Rs 80 on transport,”
the 35-year-old says.

Mumbai  Metropolitan  Region
Development Authority (MMRDA) data lists
45 resettlement and rehabilitation colonies
in Mumbai, with 208 more under construc-
tion. Under the regulations, a housing colony
must have social infrastructure, recreation
facilities and livelihood for its inhabitants.

The National Building Code of India
(NBCI) further mandates 500 tenements per
hectare as maximum density for a low-in-
come colony, besides specifying minimum
ventilation, space between buildings and
courtyard width for high-rise buildings.

In 2018, the Collective for Spatial
Alternatives — an association of urban re-
searchers, academics, professionals and
community organisers — noted that Mahul
had 1,327 tenements per hectare, far in ex-
cess of the NBCI guidelines. It also said less
than half were occupied.

“The scheme is very poorly planned, de-
signed for stocking up as many tenements as
possible, rather than to produce a liveable
neighbourhood,” the report stated, listing
leaks in sewage drains contaminating drink-
ing water, poor construc-

saying these posed a threat to the British-
erapipeline. It moved them to Mahul, draw-
ingupa plantoreplace their settlement near
the pipeline with a jogging and cycling track,
for a budget of Rs 300 crore.

In 2018, Mahul residents filed a writ pe-
tition in the high court against their living
conditions. On October 28, over 800 started
an indefinite protest on a footpath in
Vidyavihar —one of the settlements cleared
from near the Tansa pipeline. The protest
crossed 330 days on Sunday.

Speaking about the Kurar families settled
in Mahul, BMC Ward Officer Sanjog Kabare
says they had no choice in the matter. “Only
this colony was available for alternative hous-
ing for them,” he says. A forest official, who
doesn’t want to be named, insists Mahul isa
temporary arrangement. “We plan to relo-
cate them permanently to some other
colony.”

Asked about the Mahul protests, BMC
Deputy  Municipal ~Commissioner
Chandrashekhar Choure says, “The matteris
sub-judice, we cannot comment.” A BMC
spokesperson told The Sunday Express,
“Meetings are going on with protesting resi-
dents of Mahul for a solution.”

Among the protesters on the Vidyavihar
footpath is Kantabhai Shanti, 50, who lived
in Mahul for 11 months, after being shifted
from the Vidyavihar slum. Shanti claims she
decided to move from Mahul after her
daughter died of lung cancer and grandson
was diagnosed with tuberculosis. “This is
because of the air and water of Mahul.” Her
frail grandson, who lies ona mat on the foot-
path next to her, no longer goes to school.

Private physician Dr Shahid Barmare,
who sees patients in Kurla, says most com-
mon ailments in Mahul are skin infections
and respiratory disorders. “This indicates
the presence of a high level of air and water
pollutants,” Barmare says.

BPCLauthorities say they regularly mon-
itor their VOC emissions and have air filters
in place. While BPCLrefused an official com-
ment, its officers point out that they had
themselves raised concerns when the hous-
ing colony was planned a decade ago, but
were ignored.

Bilal Khan of NGO

tion material, and lack of
parking space.

Located at one end of
Mumbai, Mahul is con-
nected to the city via one
bus to Ghatkopar, with
poor frequency, and a few
buses to Kurla. An autorick-
shaw ride to Ghatkoparand
Kurla local train stations —

Mahul is connected Ghar Bachao Ghar Banao

to the city via one
bus to Ghatkopar,

with poor frequency,

and a few buses to
Kurla. For the 5,500
families, there is a

Andolan, that is leading
the Mahul protests, says,
“We are not sure if rules
are being complied with
by all factories. Even if they
are, the lack of a buffer
zone fromindustrial units
continues to pose a
threat.”

the nearest — costs at least

Anita Dhole, among

Rs 100. solitar y BMC the 800-odd protesters sit-
Forthe5,500familiesof ~ school, till Class 8 ting on the Vidyavihar

Mahul housing colony,

there is that solitary BMC

school, which now has 350 students till Class
8. The next closest school is in Chembur, a
Rs 100 autorickshaw ride away.

The BMC dispensary, open only during
day, receives patients complaining mostly
of cough. Many are enrolled for the govern-
ment’s free tuberculosis treatment. In the
evenings, with the dispensary shut, a steady
stream waits outside the multiple homeo-
pathic clinics in Mahul, including of Dr
Ashish Gaud. “This season a lot of viral pa-
tients came. But through the year, [ get pa-
tients complaining of cough,” he says.

For a long time, Mahul residents bore it
stoically, afraid of losing free housing in
Mumbai. Then, in 2017, about 3,000 fami-
lies were rehabilitated to Mahul from slums
razed on either side of the 100-km-long
Tansa water pipeline. The high court had di-
rected the BMCto clear the encroachments,

footpath, says, “This is a

fight for our survival, not
for comfort.” Dhole was among those who
was moved to Mahul from near the Tansa
pipeline, but she shifted out within a year.
“Within a few days we realised this is a hell-
hole,” she says, listing ailments ranging from
persistent coughing fits to skin irritation.

A plastic sheet her only shelter, Dhole
sits across the road from where her hut
once stood and where labourers are level-
ling soil now. Polio-afflicted, she attends all
the court hearings, has preserved all the
documents, and guides whoever wants to
leave Mahul.

Over at Pimpripada, Swati also keeps re-
turning to the debris of her hut. Standing
atop them, she says, “I came here every day
tolook for my belongings. We could not find
evenaneedle... The Prime Minister has said
he’ll give a house to the homeless. Where
dolapply forit?”
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Workers clear out debris after the embankment collapse on August 28, hours after it had been inaugurated. That day was the first time there was water in the canal it lined. Abhishek Angad

ABHISHEK ANGAD

OW MANY rats does it take

to fell an embankment —

part of a project in planning

for 42 years and costing Rs

2,200 crore —in hours? How
about none, say four villages in Giridh dis-
trict’s Kusumraza panchayat.

Nearly a month after rat holes were cited
by Jharkhand officials as the reason for the
August 28 collapse of an embankment of the
Konar Irrigation Project, inaugurated by Chief
Minister Raghubar Das just hours earlier, vil-
lagers say the reason weren’t rodents or even
a big mystery. According to them, the cause
was that the embankment’s construction
blocked an escape route for the Bagodar canal,
increasing the pressure onit.

As officials prepare a report, farmers are
worried about compensation for their paddy
crop, that was inundated when the embank-
ment broke.

Started in 1977 to provide irrigation to 85
villages in three districts, the Konar project
has seen canals come up over the years but

Of mice and men

The 42-yr wait of four Jharkhand villages for water just got extended. But did rats really fell that embankment?

with no water in them. The embankment
was meant to confine the water in the
Bagodar canal and safeguard the villagers
against flooding. The day it collapsed was the
first time there was water in the branch canal.

The farmers here all grow paddy, corn
and vegetables, and right now, depend ona
rain-fed pond and well for irrigation.

After inaugurating the embankment at
Banasho in Hazaribagh district, CM Das had
tweeted: “... 42 saal se adhoori Konar Sinchai
Pariyojna ka aaj udghatan hua. Ab Hazaribagh,
Giridih aur Bokaro ke 85 gaon mein sinchai ke
liye paani ki killat nahi hogi (Incomplete for 42
years, the Konar Irrigation Project was inau-
gurated today. Now 85 villages of Hazaribagh,
Giridih and Bokaro won’t have any water
scarcity for irrigation).”

Hours later, with the embankment gone,
Additional Chief Secretary, Water Resources
Department, Arun Kumar Singh said, “This
has become clear that the left part of the 25-
30 ft kuchcha embankment collapsed. There
is a possibility that the breach was caused due
toratholes.”

However, supervising work in the
Bagodar block, Junior Engineer, Dumri,

The art of disguise

A makeup artist was held after a young man tried
to pass off as old to sneak past airport authorities.
Kumar, an old hand, wonders how Shamsher made
an elementary mistake, missed the man’s hands

AMITAVACHAKRABORTY

“YOU WORKED on his face, added a white
beard to make himlook old. But what about
his hands?” asks Shailendra Kumar, 49, sit-
ting in his apartment in G D Colony in East
Delhi’s Mayur Vihar Phase III.

Kumar, a freelance makeup artist, was
referring to the incident of September 8,
when Jayesh Patel, a 32-year-old from
Gujarat, was arrested from New Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International Airport for im-
personating an octogenarian while board-
ing a New York-bound plane with a fake
passport. The Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF), which guards most of the coun-
try’s airports, stated in a press release, “The
appearance and skin texture of the passen-
ger seemed to be much younger than men-
tioned in the passport.”

During the investigation, Patel reportedly
confessed that a makeup artist had visited
him in his hotel in Paharganj for the
makeover. Following an intense search oper-
ation, police arrested Shamsher Singh, 42, a
makeup artist who goes by the moniker “Billu
Barber” and runs a parlour in Patel Nagar.

Police have accused Singh of working
with a gang that has been helping people to
illegally emigrate to other countries.
According to DCP (Airport) Sanjay Bhatia,
“Singh has helped atleast 10 other people, in-
cluding two women, change their appear-
ance and conceal their age or gender... The of-
ficer (who arrested Patel) also realised the
hands didn’tlooklike that of an older man ei-
ther. He was then taken into police custody.”

Kumar says he too has on many occa-
sions made young men look much older. “Of
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course, those were for roles they were play-
ing in various soap operas,” says Kumar,
handing over a photo of a client he worked
on years ago. “If he (Shamsher Singh) was
tricked into this, he should be released.”

Kumar, who has been a makeup artist for
over two decades, doesn’t own a parlour and
usually visits his clients, mostly television
personalities and models, at the venue of
the shoot. He also takes on assignments for
bridal makeup. “If someone walks up to me
and asks me for a makeover, | will not do it.
Itdoesn’thappen like that. I visithomes and
hotels only when I have to do bridal makeup.
But I am more interested in doing
makeovers related to fictional characters.
And today’s bridal makeup is somewhat
similar to that,” quips Kumar, adding, “At
times, we apply even three layers of
makeup, changing the very colour or tone
of the skin. There are situations where the
groom fails to recognise the bride after the
makeup is removed.”

Kumar began his professional career
with a two-year-long stint with
Doordarshan in 1994, where he worked as
ajunior makeup artiste on numerous shows.
He says it was his long association witha TV
channel, from 2000 to 2018, that helped him
not only hone his skills but also befriend
many known faces in the Indian media and
film fraternity.

“I'was very close to Farooq Sheikh, who
often asked me to shift to Mumbai. He used
to tell me that [ would excel there,” Kumar
claims, flipping through the pages of a photo
album that has pictures of him with promi-
nent Bollywood celebrities including Rani
Mukerji, Jackie Shroff, Shilpa Shetty and
Manna Dey.

Chittaranjan Kumar Mahato, backs the vil-
lagers’ theory, about blocked water flow in-
creasing pressure on the embankment.
“There is an escape route to maintain ade-
quate level (of water), gates to which have to
be always kept open. It appears the gates
were shut. It seems a case of neglect rather
than rat hole damage,” he says, adding that
four of his colleagues were “suspended” af-
ter the incident.

Incidentally, exactly two years ago, Bihar
Water Resources Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh
had cited rats as the reason for the collapse of
aportion of anirrigation canal of the Bateswar
Ganga Pump Nahar Yojana. Water resources
engineers had called holes left by rats and

“People had been celebrating, it
was as if along-awaited
wedding had got cancelled...
80-85 farmers have lost their
crops and we estimate losses of
around Rs 40-45 lakh”

“At times, we apply even three
layers of makeup, changing the
very colour or tone of the skin.
There are situations where the
groom fails torecognise the
bride after the makeup is
removed”

SHAILENDRA KUMAR
FREELANCE MAKEUP ARTIST

“I never had the courage to leave my
family in Delhi and shift to Mumbai. And |
don’t regret it. However, last month, I trav-
elled to Mumbai to learn about prosthetic
makeup. It was an enriching experience,” he
says, stroking his moustache, styled in the
now-famous ‘Abhinandan Cut'.

Kumar says that every year, ahead of the
Ramleela season, he sports the gunslinger
moustache look, made popular by Indian Air
Force Wing Commander Abhinandan

foxes in embankments the biggest impedi-
ment in maintaining them.

In Giridih, among those whose crops
were destroyed is 38-year-old Bishun Pandit
of Ghoshko village, despite the fence he had
put up around his 10-decimal paddy plot. “I
had spent Rs 90,000 to build the fence,” he
says, adding that he planned to hire labour
to remove the thick layer of wet mud that
now covers a portion of his land, rendering it
uncultivable.

Another villager, Samshul Ansari, says
most of his four-acre land was destroyed,
leaving him with losses of around Rs 1.5 lakh.
“The flooding also washed away the fish1 had
put in my pond for business.”

Sadakat Ansari, the husband of
Kusumraza panchayat mukhiya Javeda
Khatun, says that after the water came to the
canal, arrangements were to be made for
transporting it to farm areas. Elaborating on
their disappointment, he adds, “People had
been celebrating, it was as if a long-awaited
wedding had got cancelled. At least 80-85
farmers have lost their crops and we estimate
total losses of around Rs 40-45 lakh.”

About whether the rats had caused the
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Varthaman. “I play the role of Raavan at the
Ramleela and I grow my moustache this way
to fit into my role. But it’s a wonderful feel-
ing when people tell you, ‘Abhinandan jaise
lag rahe ho (You look like Abhinandan)’,”
Kumar says.

During the Ramleela season, Kumar
adds, he usually takes a break from regular
makeup assignments. “This year, the
Ramleela assignments start from
September 29. Besides playing my role, |
need to do over 150 makeups daily. My 23-
year-old daughter Chandni and wife Sapna
help me,” he says.

Chandni usually plays Sita, while Sapna,
41,is Sunaina, Sita’s mother, in the Ramleela,
he says.

Kumar says makeup is a skill that has
passed down generations of his family. “My
grandfather, who gave makeovers to others
as a hobby, owned a jewellery shop in
Lahore, which was frequented by leg-
endary actors and singers such as Om
Prakash and K L Saigal. He shifted to Delhi
following Partition in 1947. He passed on

breach, Ansariisn’t sure, asking if there were
holes, how were the trial runs successful.
While admitting that rats had sometimes
caused damage to their crops, he adds, “But
they are not amenace.”

On September 2, Khatun sent a letter to
the Executive Engineer on their losses, seek-
ing that the canal be cemented, a water out-
letbe arranged fromit to farmareas, and that
a footover bridge be built over the canal for
villagers to use.

Officials put the total cost of repairing the
embankmentatRs 37.39 lakh. “Only 30 acres
of total farm land with paddy and corn crops
was damaged. A five-member committee has
initiated the process of giving compensation.
By September end, the repair work will be
completed,”said an official who did not wish
to be identified.

At the work site though, Junior Engineer
Mahato says it might be days before the
breach is closed. “A kuchcha embankment is
not a solution,” he adds. “It has to be ce-
mented to stop any further breach.”

Villagers say they are willing to be patient.
“We waited for water for 42 years, we will
wait for more.”

(Left) Kumar, who once worked with
DD, will next be busy with Ramleela;
(above) his ‘transformation’ of a
young man. Amitava Chakraborty

the skill to my father Rajen Kumar Verma,
who worked for Doordarshan as a news
producer. However, for my father, makeup
was never more than a hobby and he
didn’t want me to become a makeup artist
either since the profession lacks good
money. But maybe I was destined to
become one,” Kumar says.

He now hopes to start an institute where
he can train makeup artists. “The art form s
dying. It has to be revived. Those interested
should have access to quality training pro-
grammes,” he says.

However, Kumar admits, the returns
from his job are unpredictable. “Some
months, especially during the marriage sea-
son, the earnings are high — a bridal makeup
for a Christian wedding costs about
Rs 30,000 and it takes only a few hours.[am
also called by various production houses as
well as studios, including news media
houses. I get work about 15 to 20 days a
month,” he says, adding, “In all these years,
I have learnt that life is peaceful if you don’t
have EMIs to pay and I don’t have any.”
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Ram Lalla
expense:

Rs 1,000
per day

Biggest hike since
1992, priests say a
little more could help
buy clothes for God
four times a year

Vishal Srivastav

Ram Lalla’s salary increased from
Rs 26,200 to Rs 30,000 per month

AVANEESHMISHRA

AWAY FROM the heat and dust of the
trialin Delhi, Ram Lalla and his brothers,
Lakshman, Bharat and Shatrughan, en-
shrined at the makeshift temple at the
Ram Janmabhoomi site in Ayodhya,
have just got a payhike.

The idols get a daily bath, followed
by prasad, chandan and garlands, with
atleast 16items used in the pooja. There
is also a cooler and blower, depending
on the season, inside the temple, while
on Ram Navami, each of the gods gets
seven sets of new clothes. All of this
takes the cost of Ram Lalla’s daily main-
tenance to Rs 1,000. For several years,
the temple staff had been seeking a
hike, and last month, the Uttar Pradesh
government increased it from
Rs26,200toRs 30,000 per month —the
biggest increase since 1992.

Salary of Mahant Satyendra Das, the
chief priest of the temple, has been in-
creased by Rs 1,000, makingitRs 13,000
per month, and the salaries of around
eight other staff members, who earned
between Rs 7,500 to Rs 10,000 every
month, have gone up by Rs 500.

“We have been demanding this for
avery long time... The increase willnow
help us in conducting our daily chores
better, including bathing the gods, ar-
ranging for prasad, food, water and elec-
tricity,” says Das, who has been the
head priest since March 1992.

Das says that the previous amount
was not enough, “and on many occa-
sions we had to spend money out of
own pockets”. “We didn’t have enough
funds to purchase all the essentials. We
have to also pay the gardener, ration
shops, buy sweets,” he says.

At the Ram Janmabhoomi site in
Ayodhya, nearly 400 tourists brave five
rounds of security checks to get a
glimpse of Ram Lalla— only a transpar-
ent packet of prasadis allowed past the
metal barricades that begin around a
kilometre from the actual site.

While their salary demand has
been met, Das has another request:
“We get new clothes for the gods only
once a year. It should be done at least
four times.”

Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s regional
spokesperson Sharad Sharma supports
Das’s demand, but admits that “with
several devotees offering clothes to
Ram Lalla, things have become a little
easier for the temple staff”.

“With the matter in court, there are
alot of restrictions here. So far we have
been taking all our demands to the ‘re-
ceiver’. Last winter, we sought a blower
for Ram Lalla since it was very cold. It
was accepted. There’s a cooler in sum-
mer too,” he says.

Ayodhya Divisional Commissioner
Manoj Mishra, the ‘receiver’ of the
makeshift temple, says the recent hike
“is in accordance with the rules set by
the Supreme Court and does not dis-
turb the status quo in the case”.

Another priest, who did not wish to
beidentified, says they do nothing “ex-
tra” with the funds meant for the tem-
ple. “Like at the other Ram temples,
here too we simply follow all the tradi-
tions of worship,” he says.

The temple gets Rs 6 lakh in offer-
ings every month. “The amount is de-
posited in a separate bank account
which is owned by the government,”
says Sharma.

The makeshift temple opens at 7
am, and devotees are allowed to wor-
ship till 11 am, after which Ram Lallais
served bhog. It is then shut at noon for
the deities’ afternoon nap and reopens
from 2 to 6 pm. There is pooja again, be-
fore the temple finally closes at 8 pm.

The hike, concludes Das, “is not
about money but service of Bhagwan
Ram”. “That is what I have been doing
all these years,” he says.
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‘She ceased to be a woman... was a Goddess’

18-year-old Roop Kanwar remains India’s last known case of sati, her death stunning a nation and forcing a rewrite of its laws. 32 years later, as the last of the
cases associated with her death winds its way through a Jaipur court, two Rajasthan villages keep her alive, in photos, and as a “devi” who will be worshipped

HAMZAKHAN

“I AM PROUD of what my sister did,” says a
bespectacled Gopal Singh Rathore, 60, sit-
ting in his modest office, from where he runs
a transport business, in Jaipur’s Transport
Nagar. Over three decades ago, in better days,
agrand baraat had arrived in Transport Nagar
from Divrala in next-door Sikar district.

His 18-year old-sister, Roop Kanwar, the
youngest of six siblings, had married
Divrala’s Maal Singh in January 1987.
However, the marriage was short-lived as he
passed away from an “ordinary illness” in a
Sikar hospital eight months later.

What she did afterwards left a nation
shocked and forced a rewrite of its laws: On
September 4, 1987, Roop Kanwar is said to
have sat on her husband’s funeral pyre and
committed sati.

“We learnt about the sati the next day,
through Rajasthan Patrika journalist Bishan
Singh Shekhawat (younger brother of for-
mer Vice-President Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat),” says Rathore who, like many
in Roop Kanwar’s family and her Divrala vil-
lage, claims he didn’t attend the funeral and
hence wasn’t witness to the sati. “We later
came to know that she had asked someone
to inform us, but the information somehow
never reached us.”

After amuch publicised trial, several peo-
ple, including Roop Kanwar’s in-laws, were
accused of murder. On January 31, 2004, a
special court in Jaipur acquitted all of them
for want of evidence.

Thirty-two years after Roop Kanwar’s
death, just one of the nearly two-dozen cases
filed in the wake of the sati remains, and is
in its last stages at a special court in Jaipur.
This case pertains to 1988 when, around the

ZEESHAN SHAIKH

AMIDST THE wood smoke that fills her
thatched kitchen on the outskirts of Ajanta
village in Maharashtra’s Aurangabad dis-
trict, Ayesha Shaikh’s smile shines brightly.
On September 7, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi handed the 30-year-old an Ujjwala
certificate, making her ‘Beneficiary No. 8
crore’ of the country-wide scheme to pro-
vide LPG connections to BPL women.

Besieged by reporters on the occasion,
Ayesha enthusiastically announced that
the first thing she would cook on her new
stove would be biryani. It didn’t exactly
work out as planned — and cost was just a
part of it.

The shiny-red LPG cylinder, standing in
one corner of Ayesha’s 100 sq ft puccaroom
(the kitchen adjoins it), was delivered on
September 10. But the stove that came with
it under the Prime Minister Ujjwala Yojana
turned out to be defective, and was taken
back for replacement. So, on a Wednesday
afternoon, the first thing Ajanta ends up
making using the cylinder is tea.

She borrows the stove from acquain-
tance Mohsin Shaikh, and gets barely a sip
after sharing the brew with neighbours who
have gathered to congratulate her. Most of
them already have a gas connection.

Born into a poor family in Aurangabad,
Ayesha got married at an early age and has
been living in Ajanta, around 400 km from
Mumbai, for the past decade. Her husband
Rafiq Shaikh makes around Rs 200 a day col-
lecting charity for a local religious institu-
tion, for which he gets a commission. They
have five children, between the ages of 5and
12, and pay Rs 800 as rent for the room.

To fire her wood stove, Ayesha had to
walk to a nearby forested area once a week
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first anniversary of her death, 45 people al-
legedly held an event glorifying sati. This vi-
olated Section 5 (punishment for glorifica-
tion of sati) of The Commission of Sati
(Prevention) Act, 1987, a law that was en-
acted after Roop Kanwar’s death. Of the 45,
25 were acquitted in 2004 for lack of evi-
dence, six have died, and five are abscond-
ing, while the case is being heard against the
remaining nine. As many as 19 people, all po-
lice officials, were made witnesses in the
case. The maximum punishment for glorifi-
cation of sati is imprisonment up to seven
years and fine of up to Rs 30,000.

Roop Kanwar’s would become the last
recorded case of sati in the country. It would
also be cited as one of the reasons for the
ouster of then Rajasthan chief minister Hari
Dev Joshi of the Congress. Divrala also as-
sumed a special place in Rajput pride, with
some of those hailing from the village, such
as Shri Rajput Karni Sena leader Narayan
Singh ‘Divrala’, adding the name of the vil-
lage to their own.

Over 150 persons were accused in the
nearly two dozen sati cases, including the
first case related to her death. Except for
nearly 20 people who either died or are ab-
sconding, the others have been acquitted
over the past three decades.

While the sati prompted questions about
whether Roop Kanwar was coerced into the
act or if she willingly sat on her husband’s
pyre, and pitted modernity against what
many called “tradition”, in Divrala, even after
all these years, there is no doubt in anybody’s
mind that Roop Kanwar’s was a “selfless act”
driven by “agad prem (unparalleled love)”.

In these parts, the Roop Kanwar story is
told without any of the contradictions that
time and modernity throw up; if anything, the
legend has only been burnished with time.
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(Top) The spot where Roop Kanwar is said to have killed herself; brother Gopal
Rathore says “unparalleled love” for husband was behind her act. Hamza Khan

Villagers say that on September 4, 1987,
after her husband’s death, Roop Kanwar re-
cited the Gayatri Mantra, dressed up in so-
lah shringaar (16 adornments) while thou-
sands of villagers from Divrala and
neighbouring villages took out her shobha
yatra throughout the village, and then did
sati. The folklore goes that her hair or
clothes didn’t burn at first, and that she did-
n’tlet out a single scream.

“Thousands stood guard with swords as
she approached the pyre,” says Anand Singh,
a relative, who lives in Divrala. “She sat on
the pyre with her husband’s head in her lap.

And she recited the Gayatri Mantra with one
of her hands raised, blessing those who had
gathered there,” he says, while adding that
he was not in Divrala that day.

In Divrala, Roop Kanwar is likened to
Chittorgarh’s Padmavati, the one whois said
to have jumped into a pyre to escape
Alauddin Khilji’s advancing army. “As per
Rajput traditions, it is agad prem towards
one’s partner that makes one take such a
step,” says Rathore, adding that it s this love
for which his sister Roop Kanwar, “a devi”,
is worshipped.

The Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act,

of my children.” The three bring the mid-day
meal they get at school back home for lunch.

Given their financial condition, Ayesha

Ayesha’s stove

‘Beneficiary No. 8 crore’ of the Ujjwala scheme
wanted biryani to be the first dish she made using
her LPG connection. Some problems later, it’s tea

Ayesha at her thatched kitchen in Ajanta, Aurangabad. Her defective stove has
been collected by the gas agency, and it will provide a replacement. Zeeshan Shaikh

to collect firewood — a distance of 5 km go-
ing and coming. On every trip she tried to
get back enough to see her through the
week, hauling it on her head, spending up to

seven hours each time.

When she cooked, Ayesha says, smoke
would fill the room. “We all suffered. The
smoke made me dizzy...imagine the plight

never thought she could afford LPG. Then,
last month, during a casual conversation, a
relative told her about the Ujjwala scheme.
“I applied soon after. In the first week of
September I was told that I would receive
the gas connection. On September 6 I re-
ceived a call that I needed to leave for
Aurangabad as Iwould be meeting the PM,”
Ayesha says.

The meeting itself is a blur for the 30-
year-old. “I'was a bit overwhelmed being on
the stage and amidst so many people. All I
remember is feeling happy,” she says,
adding that she wished her husband and
children could have come along. “They
watched the footage of the programme later
on a neighbour’s phone.”

On the anti-climax after receiving the
cylinder, Ayesha says, “People from the gas
agency came and installed the connection.
Later, we realised there was a hissing sound
coming from the stove. I got scared that the
cylinder would explode. I called them and
they took away the stove saying they would
provide a replacement.”

The day being Muharram, Ayesha didn’t
do much cooking. On Wednesday, restless
to use her LPG, she went to Mohsin’s home
next door to ask him to lend her a gas stove.

Ayesha says she has considered what
she would do after the first LPG cylinder ran
out: she would borrow money “but never
let go of the connection”.

As for the biryani, Ayesha says it will
have to wait. Meat is a luxury for the family
of seven, restricted to once a fortnight. “I had
no idea there were so many schemes for the
poor,” Ayesha adds. “I will throw a biryani
feast once I get my own home under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana.”

1987, prohibits the construction of temples
in the memory of someone who has com-
mitted sati, and empowers District
Magistrates to remove them. Yet, in home
after home in Divrala are photographs of
Roop Kanwar that often share space with
other gods and goddesses.

Asked about the shrines in people’s
homes, Sikar District Collector C R Meena
says, “I don’t have any such information yet
but if it is so, then I will get it surveyed and
serve them a notice.”

At the tiny shrine in his home, Anand
Singh too has two photographs of Roop
Kanwar, one of her with her husband after
marriage and another, evidently edited, of
her sitting on his funeral pyre and sur-
rounded by flames.

Atherin-laws’ home in Divrala, what was
once Roop Kanwar’s room is now a shrine.
One recent afternoon, just as her father-in-
law Sumer Singh sits up on his cot to recall
the events of that day 32 years ago, he is in-
terrupted by his son Bhupendra Singh, who
forbids him from talking to journalists any-
more. Bhupendra then proceeds to padlock
the room. Sumer Singh spent three months
in Neem ka Thana jail, accused of aiding,
abetting and glorifying sati.

Residents say that like every year, on
September 9 this year, when the Hindu cal-
endar marked Shukla Ekadashi, hundreds
gathered outside Roop Kanwar’s residence
to worship her. “There were people from
Gujarat too. Their mannat (prayer) gets ful-
filled, why else would busloads of people
come all the way?” says Prem Kanwar, a 65-
year-old in Divrala, adding that she feels
proud of what “sati mata” did. It was on a
Shukla Ekadashi all those years ago that Roop
Kanwar had allegedly immolated herself.

“Elders asked her not to go ahead with

the sati but she would not listen to them.
When they persisted, she went to her hus-
band’s body, whispered something in his ear
as elders looked on, and he opened his eyes
thrice. Thatis what changed the hearts of the
village elders,” she claims.

At the site of the sati are two trishul (tri-
dents) signifying Roop Kanwar’s ‘shakti’, with
the larger one swathed in layers of red chunri
and adorned with a fresh garland. Next to i,
within a small block of bricks, are two wed-
ding photographs of Roop Kanwar and her
husband, yellow stalks of burnt incense
sticks, two coconuts, and a pile of grains. A
smaller trishul behind this block of bricks sig-
nifies the spot where Roop Kanwar’s statue
will be established, if at all the site becomes
a temple, which now mostly depends on the
political traction the villagers hope to get.

Roop Kanwar devotees and her family ob-
jectto the usage of “pratha (tradition)” while
talking of the sati. “We had about 40-50 wid-
ows in our village around that time (when
Roop Kanwar immolated herself). Had it
been a pratha, others would have commit-
ted sati too. But in this region, there were only
three cases of sati before hers: Mitthu
Kanwar, Kunan Kanwar and Jhumma
Kanwar,” argues Jawan Singh, 74, a resident
of Divrala.

With almost every retelling of the Roop
story adding to the “devi” legend, there are
as many versions of the “exact moment”
when Roop Kanwar became a goddess.

Anand Singh has his own. “As she walked
up to the pyre on her way to committing sati,
she was in a ghoongat (veil), and thousands
wanted to catch her glimpse. That's when
her father-in-law asked her to remove her
veil and give darshan to locals. Because at that
moment, she had ceased to beawoman. She
had become a goddess.”

TAKE S

FACES ON THE FRINGES OF NEWS

ANAND CHOUBEY, OPERATOR, CHICKEN AND EGG KIOSK IN BHOPAL

‘After row, sales

have shot up... of
chicken, doubled’

In an attempt to boost earnings of
tribal women, Congress govern-
ment in Madhya Pradesh recently
set up a kiosk selling chicken and

milk side by side from two
counters. Protests by BJP have now

forced it to junk the pilot project

What is the controversy all about?

Iam confused. Even now, chicken and
cow milk are being sold from a kiosk
that has two separate entries, vendors.
There are many milk parlours in Bhopal
that sell eggs... Those who are raising
objections have not seen the shop.

When was this kiosk opened?

More than four months back.
Customers buy what they want
without fuss. Since it’s located off the
main road, not many people know
about it. Animal Husbandry Minister
Lakhan Singh Yadav recently wanted to
showcase the facility to TV reporters
when people came to know about it.

Where do you get the chicken and
milk from?
The chicken (Kadaknath breed) comes

‘Will separate parlours now... but by
how much, 2 ft, 4 ft?...I'm clueless’

from tribal women’s cooperatives in
Jhabua and Alirajpur. Itis then marinated
in Mandideep (an industrial estate near
Bhopal). I keep itin the deep freezer and
it’s not put on display. The milk comes
from the Bull Mother Farm (under the
Madhya Pradesh State Livestock and
Poultry Development Corporation).

Has the controversy affected sales?

The flow of customers has risen.
Earlier, we sold 2-3 kg of chicken every
day. Now, the volume has doubled. The
sale of milk has also increased.

Will you now be selling the two
commodities separately?
Iwill, butIdon’t know how to go about it.
Should the distance between the two par-
lours be 2 ft, 4 feet... am clueless.
MILIND GHATWAI
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THISIS our time.Iwant us to believe in the
fate of history and its important effort in
shaping our lives. The uncompromising
work of the great people that remained
stead in the midst of callous atrocities and
unrelenting attacks on their dignity and
stature has much to offer to our burnt
souls. The times that we are bearing wit-
nesstoisanassaultonthathope.lwantus
to look at the most vulnerable bodies liv-
ing in these pessimist times.

Lend an ear and pay attention to the
musical whispers of those people who are
warned not to cross the lines and remain
in one’s place like a permanently fixed
graveyard. Involve your sweat in appreci-
ating the sweet lives as these men and
women, children and older people mo-
tion.

Itis not a call to charitable everybody.
It is an invocation rooted in provocation
of the masses that are most causal and yet
deliberately manhandled by the feared
oppressor — the privileged.

The child who is unaware about the
totems of society yearns for the impossi-
ble and holds on to the curiosity deeply
held within her bloodstream, inherited
from her heroic ancestors. As soon as rea-
sonenters the infant’s brain, a heavy brick
of casteis slapped on her fragile head, jet-
ting the blood all over the innocent child’s
face. Divya, a nine-month old infant, and

her elder brother of two, Vaibhav, were
burnt to ashes by the cowardly hyenas of
the Rajput community in Ballabhgarh
(https://www.deccanherald.com/con-
tent/507466/2-dalit-kids-burmnt-alive.html)
of Haryana state.

We will take on these issues and many
others, thatis hoped will set alight the fire
of humanitarianism fazed in the oppres-
sion of everyone.

Through this fortnightly column we
aim to achieve what our ancestors so hon-
estly bequeathed — to be brutally honest
in truth-telling. We will simply tell the
truth and nourish the altruistic character
of pensive Dalitness.

Taking astab at his first ever journalis-
tic piece, Babasaheb Ambedkar lamented
the recklessness of newspapers in man-
handling Dalitissues. In his editorial writ-
ten for the Bahishkrut Bharat on January
31,1920, Ambedkar called out newspa-
pers for holding their caste interests closer,
thereby limiting the space for Dalit issues.
Reflecting today, after 100 years, it appears
no different. Ambedkar continued that it
was important to create an independent
space for Dalits in the national discourse.

We would like to sit in the same tradi-
tion and contribute excellence to demon-
strate the gifted abilities we hold together
as a proud community.

Since caste relies on pollution, we
would like to walk into hackneyed spaces
dominated by mono-castes and exhale a
breath of fresh air, eliminating the odour
of casteism. We will purify the unwelcom-
ing spaces with the antidote of love and
tenderness.

The Dalits are ready and, armed with
sophistication, they will grant life to the

Annihilation of nature

~ GAINEDIN .
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THE KERALA Sahitya Akademi published
its first ever, comprehensive, environmen-
tal history in October 2017, that I wrote on
the Akademi’s request. A month later, the
first cyclone in the history of modern Kerala
was reported. As per weather records, cy-
clones generally originated in the Bay of
Bengal and made landfall onIndia’s eastern
coast — the west was safe from cyclones.
Though Cyclone Ockhi rose in the Bay of
Bengal, it wreaked havoc on the west.

It shook my belief that Kerala was safe
from natural tragedies. For days, I investiga-
ted if anything unusual was being reported
from the Arabian Sea. Some research revea-
led that surface temperature of the Arabian
Sea had been rising since 1997 due to car-
bon emissions, turning the sea restive.

An extremely severe cyclonic storm,
Nilofar, had prevailed in the Arabian Sea bet-
ween October 25 and 31 in 2014. In 2015,
two more extremely severe cyclonic storms
were reported. In October 2018, Cyclone
Luban originated in the Arabian Sea and
CycloneTitliin the Bay of Bengal. It was the
second time in history that cyclones form-
ed inboth the seas at the same time. Luban
made landfall at Salalain Oman and Titlion
the Odisha-Andhra coast. According to sci-
entists, cyclones that originate from the
Arabian Sea do not change route and make
landfall on the eastern coast.

Theincrease in sea surface temperature
in the Arabian Sea would spell trouble for
India’s western coast. Not to mention that
high-intensity rains cause floods. In 2018,
the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology
and IIT Gandhinagar published research
studies substantiating the claim that the in-
crease of temperature in the Arabian Sea
hasbeen causing high-intensity rains in dif-
ferent parts of India.

The impact of climate change started
making minor appearances in the country
around 2005 and majorly around 2017.
When we get ready to take on these
changes, we would know how nature took
abeating during the previous two centuries

OUT OF MY MIND

MEGHNAD DESAI

BE CAREFUL what you wish for. When you
get it, you may not like it.

This seems to be the situation with the
National Register of Citizens (NRC) for the
BJPin Assam. The headlines are about the
19 lakh left out. People from outside
Assam, home and abroad, say that 19lakh
is too large a number. The BJP has been
saying for three decades that the infiltra-
tion of Bangladeshi Muslims since 1971
has been massive. It was expecting four

and consider corrective steps.

India’s natural wealth didn’t suffer
much till the advent of colonisation.
Richard Grove has argued that the age of
colonialism was also the period of Green
Imperialism. Starting the beginning of the
19th century, the British cleared forestsin
areas that today come under states such as
Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Assam and
West Bengal, for commercial plantations.
The forests of the Western Ghats were
mostly climax ecosystems, with no hu-
man intervention. Such forests gave birth
to perennial rivers by absorbing rainwa-
ter and maintaining streams and rivulets.
The Forest Survey of India defines dense
forests as forests with more than 70 per
cent tree cover, which is just 8 per centin
Kerala, accounting for just 4 per cent of
the land area. The deluge of 2018 was not
the first in Kerala. Two other floods were
recorded in the state in 1341 and in 1924.
Several corroborative evidences link the
floods of 2018 and 2019 to climate change.

According to a 2018 report by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC), world nations have time till
2030to hold global warming level to 1.5 de-
grees Centigrade. If carbon emission con-
tinues at the current level, warming may
exceed 1.5 degrees. To hold it at 1.5 degree
C, greenhouse gas emissions should be re-
duced from 5,200 tonnes to 2,500 tonnes
— adecline of nearly 45 per cent.

According to IPCCfindings, high-inten-
sity rainfall is the key result of climate
change in India. It says that India’s annual
temperature may rise (compared to 1970)
by 1.7 to 2.2 degrees Cby 2030. It will lead to
drastic increase in high-intensity rainfall
during monsoons as well as cyclones, floods
and drought. However, the IPCC did not
foresee the rise of surface sea temperature
of the Arabian Sea, that we mentioned.

Between 2003 and 2017, India wit-
nessed 22 cyclones that claimed over 700
lives. However, the country witnessed the
severe impact of climate change in 2018
when between April and June, over 50 cy-
clones hit 16 states, killing over 1,000 peo-
ple and destroying crops.

We cannot do much to avoid recurrence
of such incidents but we can focus on cli-
mate adaptation or climate proofing activi-
ties.In the building of new India, we should
try and restore the lost peculiarities of na-
ture. Environmental restoration should be
akey factor in future development.

Madhusoodanan (G M Pillai) is an IAS
officer and director general, World
Institute of Sustainable Energy

Translated from Malayalam by
Yamini Nair

dying art of journalism.

Everyone coming under this shield
will be granted life-long worth of work
commitment towards emancipation from
our despicable selves. For our despicable
selvesare trapped in the notions of preju-
dice and uncare. We will subvert and bring
acommon humanity to parlance. We be-
lieve in the humanity of all to the core. We
refuse to give hatred and anger the last
word. For the last word always will be of
radical love — un-bended and unfiltered,
raw and fleshy.

This column hopes to be the voice of
the unheard, unfused to the candour of
appropriation. It will use this space to crit-
ically look at the grammars of the oppres-
sive caste world.

In the times when media has crossed
the morals of ethical businessmenship —
if there exists such — we aim to create a
launching pad to direct the attack at the
same institutions which thrive on
mediocre savarna merit. The gilded age of
Indian media is being written in our pres-
ence for the wrong reasons. Rather than
being critical of power, the media has cho-
sen to sleep with the powers, performing
all the asanas mentioned in the
Kamasutra. Plutocracy is the lingua franca
of current India when 24X7 cacophony is
hitting a new low. Journalists are difficult
to find these days. Ramp-walking, lime-
light-seeking desperate hordes of insa-
tiate souls are overpowering the journal-
ist fraternity without deterrence.

Either way, the conservative and pro-
gressive individuals in the media empire
find Dalits an issue of mild concern, toss-
ing Dalits into a limited enigma of Dalit
death reports. As if the media thrives on

SHE SAID

Dalit assassination.

DALT FREEDOM
MOVEMENT

The Dalit Freedom Movement is to
materialise emotions of freedom into con-
crete action. We need to acknowledge the
quality and temerity of the Dalit freedom
fighters who are fighting a battle against
casteism, capitalism, sexism, homopho-
bia, xenophobia, and all forms of struc-
tural inequalities, to establish an organic
society deeply tied to uplifting the free
voice of everybody.

In the Dalit Freedom Movement, Dalit
artand Dalit culture sit at the foundation of
dismantling hierarchy. Art provides a space
to challenge and nurture humanity valued
through one’s existence, and not perform-
ance in the already unjust society.

We will put Dalitlife, Dalit culture and
Dalit world right at the centre, as all the
savarna minorities flaunt it with pride.
Based on the principle of equality and fair-
ness, the readers will get equal opportu-
nity to dive into the lives of Dalits and get
educated.

This column is a modest start, yet un-
bridled by its audacity to hope more. We
want to be ruthless in our criticisms of a
system that should have gone by now. We
want to be militantin our thoughtsand in
moral action, that warrants an immedi-
ate fixture of the problems that are heaped
on our generations. It hopes to be a rally-
ing cry for the new masses, galvanising
the struggle of its identities in a society
heavily policed by one’s non-belonging.

The conversation began a year and a
half ago. We discussed about the various

- Putting Dalit life, culture, world at centre

possibilities to make it work. After a series
of discussions, I asked for a page in the
newspaper that would account for Dalit
and Adivasi stories (a quarter of the Indian
population).Iwas told inamild tone, “Let’s
begin with a column first and then ex-
pand”.

[ accepted with a determination to

make it grow.

Let this space be a cultural outpost for

bringing high-brow interactions and un-
recognised but equally powerful
metaphors of a rich culture. Arts, educa-
tion, literature, academic, and modern
forms of nu-genres that Dalits are invent-
ing, in the urban shanties of overcrowded
smoKky cities to rural segregated huts.
Creation and innovation sit at the crux of
Dalits’ secret to survival. The fortnightly
column will have an experimental out-
look. It will invite new voices to help us
think collectively about issues of rational
concern.

This space is aimed at philosophising

the ontological and epistemological con-
cerns of the Dalit stream. The origin of one’s
cryistoinject the warranted claims of hu-
mandignity.l wantto create anew gener-
ation of writers and encourage the exist-
ingones torisk breaking the barriersand to
take aleap of faith in their own qualities.

Suraj Yengde, author of bestseller

Caste Matters, is a postdoctoral fellow at
Harvard Kennedy School and

arecipient of the ‘Rohith Vemula
Memorial Scholar Award’

Yengde will curate the fortnightly
‘Dalitality’ column, starting today.
Heisavailable ongey @surajyengde

Many moons, much maths ago

STIALINI LANGER

ACOUPLE of daysisall it took for us to move
on from talking about trajectory, decelera-
tion, orbits and Moon terrain, to tying our-
selves up in knots asking, by way of gravity,
what’s maths got to do with economics.

However, who are we kidding? That
Friday/Saturday at ISRO, where women
acted as mission directors, men cried in
public, and prime ministers were both
broad-chested and large-hearted, was a
blip. In the days preceding and that fol-
lowed, our higher education institutes fell
further down global rankings; the CBSE
putin place a system to have two kinds of
maths at school so as to check depressing
failure rates; aTV anchor passed off a vinyl
night-suit, a scooter helmet and socks for
gloves as clothes one would need “in case
of a colony on Moon”; more than one of
them equated India’s Moon mission with
stripping “chaand”/“Islam’s noor” off
Pakistan’s flag; one anchor threatened
that India’s next launch would be to
Lahore; and a minister drew a much-too-
patequation to explain declining car sales.

And yet, ISRO, blocking all the noise,
did almost get the job done. Vikram and
Pragyan may be lost, frozen in what must
be an awkward tilted position for eternity,
but that part of the Moon will indeed for-
ever remain Indian.

To us of a certain vintage, what can be
more fitting? Whether nights slept on ter-
race, hide-and-seek games during power
cuts, shimmer on the water on rare ocean-
side vacations, the promise of a flirtation, or
the declaration of alove — the Moon frames
so many of our growing-up memories.

To most of us, Moon was also our win-
dow into space — the most magical thing
in the sky that hinted at the mystery of
that expanse, without any of the terrors
of it. It also seemed almost at hand, not
just because Neil Armstrong had been
there, but also because of the many sto-
ries and lullabies of childhood, and songs
of Bollywood, in which it figured.

Then one day father got a glossy pic-
ture book on astronomy, a rare acquisi-
tion in those times, made possible by

erstwhile Soviet Union’s largesse of sub-
sidised literature. Space became even
more magical, about and beyond both
Newton'’s discovery of gravity (yes, we
couldn’t have gone to Moon without do-
ing this maths) and Einstein’s expansion
on it (or hoped to land without working
out this equation). So many stars, plan-
ets, moons, asteroids, comets, debris, ar-
tificial satellites, held together as well as
kept apart by gravity —which had found
its perfect balance at just the required
moment to sustain life on Earth. Chaos or
intelligent design, science or God, who
could deny that was a miracle?

[ decided then that [ would be an as-
tronomer, a dream that lasted well into
learning about Kepler’'s Law (more

maths). For a while the favourite game of
my sister and me was sitting atop a pile of

quilts,and imagining it was our spaceship
which required us to do everything from
cooking to sleeping to bathing in that
small square. Visiting friends joined us,
and itrequired every bit of ingenuity to fit
us all in (for, a = f/m, or increasing accel-
eration so as to lift off our “rocket” meant
either increasing force or decreasing mass
— maths again).

Still, it was an interest difficult to sus-

tain through the tedium and amount of

science at school. The spark lit by India’s
first manin spacein 1984, an event gener-
ating as much national pride as now, even
on TV with grainy black and white images
(point to be noted), had got snuffed much,
much earlier. Over the years, Hollywood
turned space into mostly aliens, alien at-
tacks, and Interstellar’s mind-bending,
time-altering, joy-killing physics.

Then came Chandrayaan-2, India’s

U /¥
Hllustration: Suvajit Dey
first venture to Moon’s surface. As the ex-
citement built up, I tried to join in.
However, it was not just the passing years
or the blinding lights on Earth now that
dimmed Moon'’s shimmer. Nor was it the
disillusionment wrought by the media
spectacle. It was also what that Moon’s
shimmer hid. In a touching book I had
read, Maggot Moon, aregime fakes a Moon
expedition to hide its excesses. In another,
The Book Thief, a second regime’s victim
sneaks up from his hiding place on lucky
nights to catch a brief slice of the sky. As
the country gazed in (quite valid) admi-
ration at its screens that Friday night, I
couldn’t shake off those two stories from
my mind, and wonder: does the Moon
shine as brightly for us all? Thatis the cost
of growing up, I guess.

But growing up also helps one spot the
hope in the hype, and on two aspects, the
ISRO mission did shine alight: in showcas-
ing the power of will and that of forgive-
ness. On that mission floor, we saw that
superwomen come in all forms —most of-
ten in saris and salwar-kameez. And ‘super-
men’? They may have learnt that, in these
muscular times, tears, hugs and forgive-
ness could be superpowers too.

As for Pragyan and Vikram, so long.
Slip into that lunar night with the thought
that we will remember, maybe even ser-
enade you with that song Moon River,
about wanderlust, about ‘Two drifters off
to see the world... There’s such a lot of
world to see...

s
i

National Editor Shalini Langer will
curate the fortnightly ‘She Said’
column, starting today
shalini.langer@expressindia.com

No winners in the NRC exercise

or five times the excluded numbers. Alas,
once you start counting, guesswork stops.

Let us look at the numbers at stake. In
any such statistical exercise, it is routine
to say plus, minus 5 per cent. The number
excluded is 5 per cent of the total.
Statisticians would dismiss these num-
bers as random measurement errors. The
easy (and statistically sound) way would
be to say no one will be excluded what-
ever their papers.

The reason for saying this is not polit-
ical but simple understanding of the dif-
ficulty of measuring a large population ac-
curately. Remember the debate about
unemployment rates.

In the NRC there are special reasons for
expecting large errors. The Indian govern-
ment, since the British colonial times, has

always begun with distrust of the popula-
tion it governs. Independence changed
the colour of the Ruler, not the attitude of
those in charge towards their subjects
(they get treated as citizens only on
polling days). One requirement of the NRC
is that you produce written evidence of
your residency in Assam. These papers
have to predate 1971. Forty-eight-year-old
pieces of (government-quality, inferior)
paper would be in tatters even if you had
preserved them.

Whichever way the game ends, there
are no winners. Those who want no ex-
clusion would be unhappy and interna-
tionally India’s reputation will suffer as an
inhumane polity. The Assamese who be-
gan this agitation way back in the Rajiv
Gandhi days will also never believe the

numbers unless they discover that these
are huge. For them only ‘born and bred’ in
Assam will qualify, butiflam froma tribe
living in Assam but not Assamese speaker,
do I have to produce paper evidence?
Why did Rajiv Gandhi sign the pact
(Assam Accord) in the first place?

The BJP would also like a crore or more
‘infiltrators’. But in their search for
Bangladeshi Muslims, they should be
careful whether their dream of One
Nation is not under threat.

What about people from other parts
of India who have moved to Assam and
have no papers before 1971 proving
Assamese residence? Especially if they are

Indian Muslims. Are they infiltrators? If

the NRC is repeated in each state, are out
of state persons infiltrators? There were

agitations against South Indians in
Mumbai by the Shiv Sena in the 1960s. If
the NRCis done in Maharashtra, will only
those born and bred in Maharashtra or
only Marathi-speaking people count
as genuine?

For 70 years, Indian economy has
never grown fast enough to create suf-
ficient jobs. So there are demands for
local jobs for local people, defined as
local-language speakers. The NRC will
give support to such demands. We will
have 29 citizenships for 29 states
(Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh will
become Union Territories on October
31) with ‘outsiders’ being hounded. Do
we want to break up India in search for
Bangladeshi Muslims who may have
arrived 48 years ago?

FIFTH COLUMN

Sanitation
is a human
right

LAST WEEK I was reminded of the reason
why I endorsed Narendra Modi in this
column when he first became prime
minister in 2014. I believed then that he
had been unjustly maligned in the main-
stream (read liberal, Leftist) media as the
‘Butcher of Gujarat’ for something that
has happened under other chief minis-
ters who have totally escaped censure.
The only pogrom by the Indian State
against a community was against the
Sikhs. Rajiv Gandhi was prime minister.
The ‘liberals’ who ensured that Modi was
denied a visa to enter the United States,
until he became prime minister, never
held Rajiv to account.

Now they are at it again. Next week
Modi is due to be honoured in New York
by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
with the Goalkeepers Global Goals
Award. In an interview to The Hindustan
Times recently, Gates explained that it
was because of the Swachh Bharat cam-
paign’s success in building the infrastruc-
ture of sanitation across rural India that
Modi was receiving the award. He said,
“The quality of life and the number of dis-
eases caused by poor sanitation are ter-
rible and yet a lot of governments are un-
willing to talk about it because itisn’t easy
to fix and it takes time. It’s a topic people
just don’t want to talk about.”

It is because we in India did not want
to talk about it that until the Swachh
Bharat campaign Indians continued to
‘defecate everywhere’. When Vidia
Naipaul pointed this out in An Area of
Darkness, he was reviled for being ‘anti-
India’. But, when Modi said in his first
speech from the Red Fort that it was time
for this ancient Indian practice to stop, we
had to take notice. Had he not lent his per-
sonal support to the movement to stop
open defecation, it would not have been
possible for the Government of India to
declare on Gandhi Jayanti this year that
every district in India is now ODF or open
defecation free. Of course, there are those
who continue to defecate in the open, but
as someone who has tracked Swachh
Bharat carefully, I believe that the suc-
cesses of the programme are more to be
celebrated than whining about its in-
evitable, small failures.

The ‘liberals’ campaigning to get the
Gates Foundation to cancel Modi’s award
could not care less. A group that calls it-
self ‘Stop Genocide’ delivered a petition
with more than 100,000 signatures at the
headquarters of the Gates Foundation in
Seattle some days ago demanding that the
award be ‘rescinded’. They said Modi’s hu-
man rights record was reason enough for
this. The charges now go beyond what
happened in Gujaratin 2002. Modi is ac-
cused of violating human rights in
Kashmir and of allowing his supporters
to abuse the human rights of Muslims
through vigilante violence. The National
Register of Citizens is also listed as some-
thing designed to harass Muslims.

Let me clarify here that I disapprove
of petty officials deciding who is a citi-
zen and who is not. It is not as if millions
of people are flocking to India’s penuri-
ous shores in search of a better life.
Those who come are only the most
wretched and desperate people on the
planet, and if they find hope in India, we
should be happy. Let me also clarify that
I believe there are now distinct signs that
the Modi government is beginning to
lose the peace in Kashmir. I cannot un-
derstand at all why political leaders who
have risked their lives and political ca-
reers to support India’s case in Kashmir
should be detained under repressive and
ugly laws.

Let me also say that my support for
Modi in this column has never been
blind. I have been so critical of him on so
many issues that when I last ran into
him at the Independence Day party in
Rashtrapati Bhawan, he gave me an icy
stare and was warm and friendly to the
other journalists who greeted him.
Coomi Kapoor (Contributing Editor, The
Indian Express) can bear witness because
she was there and he chatted happily to
her in Gujarati while giving me the icy
stare. So I am no blind bhakt as some of
my Leftist colleagues like to think I am.
But, I cannot for the life of me under-
stand what Modi’s so-called crimes in
the human rights department have to
do with sanitation.

Itis my view that sanitation should be
considered a fundamental human right.
And, if the Swachh Bharat movement
wants to prove that it deserves this award
then it should immediately start a cam-
paign to end manual scavenging and send
to jail municipal contractors who exploit
destitute, desperate people to clean city
sewers by hand. The Supreme Court de-
scribed these sewers as gas chambers re-
cently. Swachh Bharat must as its next
step declare that it will end the truly
shameful practice of manual scavenging
in all forms by October 2, 2020.

Follow Tavleen Singh on Twitter
(") @tavleen_singh
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OVER 100 ‘YELLOW VEST PROTESTERS HELD

Over 100 demonstrators were arrested at yellow vest protests in Paris Saturday as about 7,500 police
were deployed to quell any violence by the movement and its radical, anarchist “black blocs”. “What
are we doing? We are assemblingjust to say we can't make ends meet. (The protest) is not only against
the president, it's against the system," said a protestor who did not give her name.

worrs= People take to streets across Egypt in
rare protests, chant: ‘Down with Sisi

Justin Trudeau

ASIA

Trudeau pledges
assault rifle ban
amid scandal

Toronto: Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau,
embroiled in a blackface
picture scandal, on Friday
pledged to ban military-
style assault rifles in a bid
to get his campaign back
onissue. The move comes
two days after at least two
images of himin blackface
emerged,aswell asavideo
showing him with
blacked-up face and body.
“Thoughts and prayers
aren’t going to cut it,”
Trudeau said. “We know
you do not need a military-
grade assault weapon, one
designed to kill the largest
number of people in the
shortest amount of time,
to take down a deer.”

ALBANIA
Shiprescues
11T migrantsin
Aegean Sea

Tirana: Albania's Defense
Ministry says one of its
ships in the Aegean Sea
has rescued 111 migrants
trying to cross into Greece,
and has handed them
over to Turkish authori-
ties. Defense Minister
Olta Xhacka on Saturday
wrote on her Facebook
page that the Syrian, Iraqi
and Palestinian migrants
were "rescued in three
different operations
within a few hoursin the
waters between Turkey
and Greece." She added
the migrants were found
late Friday evening in
two speedboats and a
small boat.

PAKISTAN
Onedetained

inlrag blast
thatkilled 12

Baghdad: Iraq's prime
minister says security
forces have detained a
man suspected of deto-
nating a bomb on a
minibus packed with
passengers outside the
Shiite holy city of Karbala.
The Friday night blast
killed 12 people and
wounded five others.
Adel Abdul-Mahdi in a
statement released by his
office Saturday gave no
further details about the
suspect. The blast was
one of the biggest attacks
targeting civilians since
the extremist Islamic
State group was declared
defeated inside Iraq in
2017. On Saturday secu-
rity was tight on the roads
leading to Karbala.

Rallies held even
as Egypt’sleader
flew to New York
for UN Assembly

DECLAN WALSH
SEPTEMBER 21

RARE PROTESTS against
President Abdel-Fattah el-Sisi
erupted in central Cairo and sev-
eral smaller Egyptian cities Friday
night as hundreds of young peo-
ple, responding to online calls for
demonstrations against govern-
ment corruption, chanted “Down
with Sisi” and “Leave now.”

The protests occurred as el-
Sisi flew to New York to attend
the United Nations General
Assembly next week. On Friday,
police fired tear gas to disperse
some groups, but others contin-
ued to clash with police into the
early hours of Saturday.

At least four people were ar-
rested near Tahrir Square, where
Egyptians gathered to oust
President Hosni Mubarak dur-
ing the Arab Spring in 2011, said
the Egyptian Commission for
Rights and Freedoms, which
monitors the status of detainees.

Human rights groups regu-
larly denounce el-Sisi as one of
the harshest leaders in the
Middle East. Packed prisons are
filled with political detainees,

Groups of protesters gather in central Cairo and shout anti-government slogans. Reuters

hundreds of websites have been
blocked, and the country’s press
hasbeen largely suborned by the
security services.

Still, el-Sisi has met with lit-
tle resistance from Western al-
lies, including President Donald
Trump, who last week referred
to him as “my favorite dictator.”

The protests were prompted
by a call from Mohamed Alj, a
building contractor who had
worked with the military and
has been appearing in Facebook
videos alleging widespread
squandering of public funds un-

der el-Sisi and his close aides.

Hundreds of young Cairo res-
idents heeded that call, flooding
the streets Friday evening after
a soccer match between two
popular Egyptian teams.
Witnesses and video recordings
suggested the protests were not
centrally organised, appearing
instead to come from sponta-
neous gatherings of angry young
people, many from working-
class backgrounds, chanting
anti-Sisi slogans.

In one place, protesters de-
nounced el-Sisi as “the thief.”

Pro-government television
stations tried to play down the
turbulence. Broadcasting from
Tahrir Square, one anchor said
that a small group had gathered
to take selfies before leaving the
scene. Other channels insisted
the situation was calm.

But videos posted online
showed that limited protests also
erupted in Egypt’s second city,
Alexandria, in Suez on the Red
Sea, and in Mahalla el-Kubra, a
town of textile factories 70 miles
north of Cairo that is known for
its labor activism. NYT

‘ACT ON CLIMATE CHANGE OR BE VOoTED OUT’

Swedish environmental activist Greta Thunberg (centre) speaks to UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres (left) during the Youth Climate Summit on Saturday. AP

B Young climate change
activists delivered a strong
message to United Nations
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres on Saturday: If
elected officials do not take
strong actions to combat
climate change, they will be
voted out of office.

M “We showed that we are
united and that we, young
people, are unstoppable,”
said Greta Thunberg.

M Fijian climate change
activist Komal Karishma
Kumar complained that
world leaders have been
negotiating climate change
treaties since 1992. “We
will hold you accountable,”
she said. “And if youdo

not remember we will
mobilise to vote you out.”

China’s Pacific influence
grows as It signs agreement
with Solomon Islands

BENBLANCHARD
BEIJING, SEPTEMBER 21

CHINA AND the SolomonIslands
signed an agreement on Saturday
to establish diplomatic ties after
the Pacific island nation ditched
relations with Taiwan, which
Beijing claims as a Chinese
province and seeks to cut off from
the international community.
The Chinese government’s
top diplomat, State Councillor
Wang Yi, signed the agreement
with Solomon Islands’ Foreign
Minister Jeremiah Manele at a
government guest house in
Beijing in front of reporters.

China this week won over two
former Taiwanese allies, Solomon
Islands and Kiribati, in a setback
for the self-ruled island that finds
itself further isolated amid con-
tinued pressure from Beijing.

“Right now there are only
very few countries that have not
established diplomatic relations
with China,” Wang told re-
porters after the signing as
Manele stood by his side.

“We believe that in those
countries there will be more
and more people with vision
who will step forward and their
voice for justice and in line with
the trend of history will be
heard.” REUTERS

Turkey prepared for Syria
border operation: Erdogan

REUTERS
ISTANBUL, SEPTEMBER 21

Turkey is ready toact onits south-
ern border with Syria, President
Tayyip Erdogan said, after warn-
ing that it could take unilateral
steps if the US does not establish
a “safe zone” in northeast Syria
this month.

“Our preparations along our
borders are complete,” Erdogan
told reporters in Istanbul on
Saturday before departing to at-
tend a UN General Assembly
meeting.

Turkey has been angered by
US support for Kurdish-led forces
which fought Islamic State in
Syria. It considers the Kurdish YPG

Erdogan in Istanbul. AP

fighters a terrorist organisation.

Erdogan reiterated com-
plaints over US support for the
Kurdish fighters. “We have no
wish to come face to face with
the US” he said. “However, we
cannot afford to overlook the
support that the USis givingtoa
terrorist organisation.”

EXPLAINED

Tough
times

THE PROTESTS in Egypt,
while relatively small,
were significant in that
they occurred at all. The
el-Sisiregime is known to
crack down harshly on
dissent, usually in the
form of mass arrests.

The protests, attributed
to anger over squandered
public funds, come at a
time when food prices
have soared. El-Sisi has in-
troduced harsh austerity
measures, with the coun-
tryreportingin July that 33
percent of Egyptians were
living under the poverty
line — up from 28 percent
in 2015 and 17 percent in
2000.Itis anticipated that
Friday’s rallies with be met
with more arrests, though
some experts have said the
regime could see this as a
chancetolet people “blow
off some steam”.

Trump ‘pressed’
Ukraine’s leader
to launch probe
into Biden’s son

NEW YORKTIMES
WASHINGTON,SEPTEMBER 21

PRESIDENT TRUMP pressed the
Ukrainian presidentinaJuly callto
investigate former Vice President
Joseph R Biden Jr's son, according
to a person familiar with the con-
versation, an apparently blatant
mixture of foreign policy with his
2020 re-election campaign.

Trump also repeatedly told
the Ukrainian leader, Volodymyr
Zelensky, to talk with his per-
sonal lawyer Rudolph W
Giuliani, who had been urging
the government in Kiev to inves-
tigate Biden and his family, ac-
cording to two other people
briefed on the call.

Trump’s request is part of the
secret whistle-blower complaint
that is said to be about Trump
and at least in part about his
dealings with Ukraine, accord-
ing to two sources. Trump
opened a direct counterattack
on Friday against the whistle-
blower, whose identity is un-
known, as are many details
about the complaint. “It’s a
ridiculous story. It’s a partisan
whistle-blower,” Trump said.

On Friday, Biden accused Mr.
Trump in a statement of using
the power of the United States to
extract “a political favor.”

JoeBiden

AFTEROIL FACILITIESHIT

US todispatch
troops, defence
systemsto

SaudiArabia

MICHAELCROWLEY
& HELENE COOPER
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 21

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump is
sending a deployment of US
troops to Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, along
with air and missile defense sys-
tems, in response to the attacks
on Saudi oil facilities, which the
administration blames on Iran.

Defense Secretary Mark Esper
called the decision, which came
Friday during a White House
meeting with top national secu-
rity officials, “defensive in nature.”
Defense Department officials said
the Pentagon would deploy addi-
tional anti-missile batteries to
Saudi Arabia and might also de-
ploy additional warplanes.
Aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln
may extend its stay in the region
as well, officials said.

General Joseph Dunford, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said
the precise number of US troops
headed totheregion had notbeen
determined, but thatitwouldbea
“moderate deployment” in the
hundreds, not thousands.

Trump had been weighing
whether to take direct military
action against Iran in response to
the attacks on Saudi Arabia.

At the White House on
Friday, Trump boasted that he
could order a retaliatory strike
“in one minute,” and boasted
equally that his current restraint
should be seen as a sign of
strength and toughness. NYT

WILL RESPOND IF
PROBE CONFIRMS
IRAN'S ROLE: SAUDI

Riyadh: Saudi Arabia will
take appropriate steps tore-
spond to an attack on its oil
facilities if a Saudi investiga-
tion confirms Iran is respon-
sible, a senior official said
Saturday. Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Adel al-
Jubeir said a probe would
prove the strikes came from
the north and that Iran bore
responsibility, a charge
Tehran denies.“The king-
dom will take appropriate
measures based on the re-
sults...” he said.

AGGRESSOR: IRAN

Dubai: Iran will pursue any
aggressor, evenit carries out
alimited attack, and seek to
destroy it, the head of the
elite Revolutionary Guards
said Saturday. “Be careful, a
limited aggression will not
remain limited. We will pur-
sue any aggressor,” head of
the Guards, Major General
Hossein Salami, said. “We
are after punishment and
we will continue until full
destruction of any aggres-
sor.” REUTERS

Trump says no trade
deal before 2020 polls:

‘China threat to world’

AGENCIES
WASHINGTON,SEPTEMBER 21

PRESIDENT TRUMP said on
Friday that China was a “threat
to the world” and suggested
Beijing was eager to make a trade
deal because his tariffs were
hurting the Chinese economy,
coarsening his tone as the two
countries prepared to resume
negotiations.

The Trump administration
has closely tied economic policy
and national security and, in re-
marks at the White House,
Trump said that China was using
money pilfered from the US
through unfair trade practices to
build up its military. The com-
ments come as midlevel officials
from both countries have been
holding talks in Washington this
week ahead of a planned meet-
ing between senior trade nego-
tiators next month.

“Obviously, China is a threat
to the world in a sense, because
they're building a military faster
than anybody,” Trump said. “I
view China in many different
ways. But right now, I'm think-
ing about trade. But, you know,
trade equals military.”

Trump has said he does not

IMMIGRANTS ‘COLONISING’ FRANCE BY GIVING BIRTH TO MORE CHILDREN, MAKING CITIES, TOWNS UNLIVABLE, HE SAYS

‘Le grand remplacement’: The man behind toxic slogan aiding white supremacy

NORIMITSUONISHI
PLIEUX, SEPTEMBER 21

THOUGH THE writer had already
lived in his castle for a quarter of
acentury,itwas only three years
ago that he finally restored it to
its original purpose as a fortress.

The writer, Renaud Camus,
rebuilt the top 10 feet of the 14th-
century tower, giving him an
even more commanding view of
his surroundings: the village of
40 souls below; the Pyrenees,
faintly visible some 100 miles
south despite the midsummer
haze; and, in every direction, the
peaceful, rolling hills of the “eter-

nal France” that he describes as
under assault from what he calls
hordes of immigrants.

But up in his castle, the
France that Camus imagines has
made him one of the most influ-
ential thinkers on the far rightin
his own country and elsewhere.
In his writings, he describes an
ongoing “invasion” of France by
immigrants bent on “conquest”
of its white, European popula-
tion. To him, the immigrants are
“colonising” France by giving
birth to more children and mak-
ing its cities, towns — and even
villages — unlivable.

Others have espoused simi-
larideas. But Camus’ portrayal of

‘Fl_lpiri.ﬂﬁ:t.: 55, Com

demographic change — le “grand
remplacement,” or the supposed
“great replacement” of France’s
original population by newer ar-
rivals, mostly from Africa — has
become an extremist talking
point, cited by mass killers in dis-
tant parts of the world.

The men held in two recent
mass shootings — at a Walmart
in El Paso, Texas, and at amosque
in Christchurch, New Zealand —
both referred to the “great re-
placement” and the need to de-
fend white populations against
invading outsiders.

While decrying the killings,
Camus said he had no regrets
about coming up with the term.

Renaud Camus at his castle in the south of France. AP

“The great replacement has
become a household word,” he

said. “I take responsibility forit. I
believe in its relevance.”

Until a few years ago, Camus
was known, mainly by other
French writers, as a novelistand a
pioneering writer of gay literature.
Anearly book about his sexual ex-
periences, called “Tricks,” remains
his most translated work.

He says he sees no contradic-
tion between his earlier life as a
gay writer on the left and his cur-
rent role as an ideological bea-
con for the right, including vio-
lent extremists. He contends he
has always told “the hard truths.”

According to government
data, immigrants now make up
about 10% of France’s popula-
tion, many of them nonwhite, up
from about 7% in the 1970s, or 5%

in 1946, the year of Camus’ birth
— a steady rise, though far from
the overwhelming one de-
scribed by Camus.

Even as Camus became toxic,
his phrase gained traction, first
on French far-right websites, like
“Observatoire de Grand
Remplacement.” Politicians on
the right and far right, including
Le Pen, used the term.

Isolated in his castle, Camus
grew even more removed from
the actual France he purported
to describe - one filled, he be-
lieves, with people of Arab and
African descent burning with
hatred for France and plotting its
conquest. In fact, he acknowl-

‘ ‘ Obviously, China

is a threat to the
world in a sense, because
they’re building a military
faster than anybody...
But right now, I'm
thinking about trade.
But, you know, trade
equals military”

—DONALD TRUMP
US PRESIDENT

need feel the need to strike a
trade agreement with China
before the next year's presiden-
tial elections, emphasizing that
he is looking for a complete and
not a "partial deal” with Beijing.

"No, I don't think I need it
before the election,” Trump
told reporters on Friday at a
joint news conference with
Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison when asked if he feels
the need for a trade deal with
China before the 2020 presi-
dential elections.

Trump insisted that he was
looking for a complete trade
deal. "We are looking for a com-
plete deal. I am not looking for a
partial deal," he said

edged that his understanding of
such people was based mainly
on Twitter and Facebook. He said
he hardly ever read newspapers
or watched television.
“Distance is very, very neces-
sary for observation,” he said.
Like many other fortified cas-
tles, its military capability - includ-
ing the top 10 feet of the tower -
was eliminated following a gov-
ernment edictin the 17th century.
Back then, the fearwas an uprising
by the nobility, the castle owners.
By rebuilding the tower,
Camus had restored its defenses.
But on this day, in this corner of
France, there was no hint of a
threat on the horizon. NYT
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E ICAR-Central Potato Research Institute :

: (Indian Council of Agricultural Research), SHIMLA - 171001 (H.P.) :‘_'-".":"
Phone: 0177-2625073 (O), Fax: 0177-2624460 E-mail: directorcpri@gmail.com, Website: http://cpri.icar.gov.in

e-TENDER NOTICE

F.No. 15-1/Tender (Gunny Bags)/2019-20/Store/

Last Date & Time of Submission of e-Tenders
Date & Time of Opening of e-Tenders (Tech. Bids)
Opening Date of e-Financial Bids

On behalf of the Secretary, ICAR, New Delhi, the Director, CPRI, Shimla invites e-Tenders from the Reputed

Dated: 21st September, 2019

:14.10.2019 (Upto 02.00 P.M.)
:15.10.2019 (At 02.30 PM.)
: Will be intimated by Fax/E-mail lateron.

Buper Speciality Cancor Institute & Hospital

C.G. Clty, Sultanpur Road, Lucknow-Z226002

Wolinite! heps Neantedirmaiiuldedu.inEmal dmin, dacahi@ginalcam

! E-TENDER NOTICE

iL'l-Jl af it hrough s=-Scianng for | 1) el Inetalidiaan, Comimearmeng,
A R g I it o 2 P Lal O esindeplisfd 3 0 Dby e L Lt
| Marisnancg ol 1H] Mops lemed | @ ininmal sercos. o hd 5508 Db
:-i'l'l:'l"‘.:lLl:-l'- Wil bo maibltin m 300N - MoMme 300 o-mnder poral
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[Advt Na. BSCLHPRO-182015-20 DIRECTOR

OEFICE OF THE GEMERAL
MANAGER, GANGA POLLUTION
CONTROL LINIT, LR JAL
NIGAM, PRAYAGEA)
MNALT. N, 353576100252
Date : 13092099
Short Term E-Tender Notics
UP Jdal Nigam, e-lendérs are
irvitad for Balanoe Sawar Housa
Conneclion works in SewenEge
Diatrict-0 af Prayagra] City
undar AMRLUT Programmie. The
I:-H-I'I'{.:lEIII'.-I dilafs - aboul &-bid ol
above temsiworks will be
gvailatls in e lander decumnisnd
an the U P, Gow's a-procuremeny
wehsite  hitbest flatendertp nic.n
from 250682019 to 12102014,

UJVN LIMITED

e U preomsl Saot Bodwpesa|
o B O TR EAEEL B R ST PR ERACIL - EERSE R L L S B IS
T BIETHIIEE, Pan 035 EVE1 500, A00E 1RO SPawoalenl com

TENDER NQTICE

Olhee &t the Execulive |'_I"“-=_:|-rIEE'I' iCivi-Mainienance), Yamina

Bhawan, Yarmuna Colany, Debradun. Invites online bids from

inferosted irms. Braf smmary of tender s ghan bedow ;

Tender Mo 13 EE(C-MDDNA2016-20 _

Mame ol wivk,  Consiructon of Addiionst Class Room under U

Limited C3R head lor Gow. Pramary School Daiwala, Defiradun

|. Eslimated cosl *10,28,000.00

& Earmea] monsy deposl T 25 TO0.o:0

3. Tendar Fan T 18000 (incivsive ol Taxes)

4. Date of avallatdity of Bid Fram 17:00 his of 317 Sept, 2019
oo imeant an wabslta

UAGANJ THERMAL POWER STATION
Superintending Engineer, ELECTRICITY
CIVIL MAINTENANCE CIRCLE, Kasimpur
1. E-Tender No. 17/ECMC/ECMD-
[I/HTPS/2019-20. Name of work
“Construction of R.O. shade & installation
of 2000 LPH RO (Reverse osmosis) sys-
tem at Village-Basera, Tehsil-Khair (ALI-
GARH) & nearby Harduaganj Thermal
Power Station, UPRVUNL KASIMPUR,
ALIGARH”. Estimated cost 18.16 Lac.
Earnest money 38,000.00, E-Tender cost
Rs. 1,900.00+342 GST (18%) = Rs.
2,242.00. Tender date Extended date and
time  for  submission of  e-bid
(http://etender.up.nic.in) 16.10.2019 up to
14:00 Hrs., e-bid Opening extended
date/time (Part-1) 17.10.2019 at 16:00 Hrs.
or later. Time of Completion- 12 Month.
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, OPERA-
TION AND MAINTENANCE CIRCLE -,
‘D'TPS, HTPS, KASIMPUR 2. E-Tender
Notice No. T-09/AHD/D'TPS/HTPS/2019-
20, Name of work: Round the Clock
Operation, Routine & Preventive mechani-
cal maintenance and Breakdown mechan-
ical maintenance of A-h Handling Plant of
Unit No. 08 & 09, ‘D’'TPS, HTPS Kasimpur
for a period of one year. Estimated cost of
Work Rs. 75,67,620.00. Earnest Money:
Rs. 1,52,000.00. Tender Cost: Rs. 1180.00
(1000.00+ 180.00 GST). Due date of
Submission of e-Bid (Technical &
Financial) at e-procurement website
https://etender.up.nic.in: 22.10.2019 upto
14:00 Hrs. Due date of depositing Tender
Cost & Earnest Money in the HTPS
account through RTGS up-to maximum on
dated: 22.10.2019 up to 14.00 Hrs. Due
date of submission of hard copy of all the
requisite documents in the office of under-
signed maximum on dated : 24.10.2019 up
to 14.00 Hrs., Tender opening date, Part-I:
24.10.2019 at 16:00 Hrs. NOTE: (i) The
details for submission of bids will be on the
e-procurement website:
https://etender.up.nic.in w.e.f. 09:00 Hrs.
dated 19.09.2019." (2) The bidders are
required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bid-
ding system. After that the bidder can par-

ticipate in bid submission activity.
Superintending Engineer, ECCC,
Kasimpur. 3. E-Tender No.

01/ECCC/ECCD-III/HTPS/2019-20, Name
of work “The work of cupboard shuttering
fittings, partition board, kitchen partition
shutter fittings and wooden shelf in one no.
Type-V tower, 3 no. Type-IV, Tower & 03
no. type-lll tower in multy storey tower at
HTPS Kasimpur (Aligarh)”. Estimated cost
Rs. 77,22,773.00, Earnest Money Rs.
1,54,000,00. Tender Cost Rs. 5000.00 +
900.00 (18% GST) Rs. 5900.00. Extended
Last date and time for submission of e-bid
(http://etender.up.nic.in) 09.10.2019 up
to 02.00 Hrs. Extended e-bid Opening
date/time (Part-l, 10.10.2019 at 04.00 Hrs.
or later. Time of completion 06 Months. 4.
Tender ET No. 038/ECCC/ECCD-
[lI/HTPS/2019-20, Name of work “Civil
works of External Development (Boundary
Wall, Storm Water Drainage System,
Sever Line), civil works related to External
Electrical works (Transformer/Sub Station
foundation, cable trench, meter room
Chamber, HDPE line etc.), RCC road,
parks and other misc. civil works for
Multistoried buildings at New colony HTPS
Kasimpur (Aligarh)”, Estimated Cost Rs.
4,33,55,227.00 (GST Extra), Earnest
Money Rs. 8,68.000.00, Tender Cost Rs.
5000.00 + 900.00 (18% GST) Rs. 5900.00.
Last date and time for subimission of e-bid
on extended date 03.10.2019 up to 02:00
Hrs. E-bid opening on extended date/time
(Part-1) 04.10.2019 at 04:00 Hrs of later.
Time of completion 12 month. 5. Short
Term E-tender No. 04/ECCC/ECCD-
[1I/1X660MW/HTPS/2019-20, Name of
work “Work of external water supply sys-
tem, under ground water tank and pump
room, pump house equipment, rain water
harvesting pits & tubewell for new multi
storey buildings & officer club at new
colony HTPS Kasimpur (Aligarh)”.
Estimated Cost Rs. 97,99,013.00, Earnest
Money Rs. 2,00,000.00, Tender Cost Rs.
5000.00 + 900.00 (18% GST) Rs. 5900.00.
Last date and time for submission of e-bid
on extended date 03.10.2019 up to 02:00
Hrs. E-bid opening on extended date/ time
(Part-1) 04.10.2019 at 04:00 Hrs of later.
Time of completion 06 month. SUPERIN-
TENDING ENGINEER, OPERATION &
MAINTENANCE CIRCLE-Il, 'D'TPS,
KASIMPUR 6. E-Tender Notice No. STET-
01/TMD/CTPS/O&MC-11/19-20. “Work of
Complete repairing of Fire pumps and
Sump pumps. Unit-07. CTPS. HTPS.
Kasimpur Estimated cost Rs. 71,432.00
Earnest Money Rs 1430.00 Cost of Tender
document Rs. 300.00+54.00(GST) Rs.
354.00 Extended date of tender opening
are as below:- Due date of Submission on
e-Bid (Technical & Financial) at e-procura-
ment Website http://etender.up.nic.in :
09.10.2019 upto 14:00 Hrs. Due date of
depositing Tender Cost & Earnest Money
through RTGS (in the HTPS account):
09.10.2019 up to 14:00 Hrs.. Due date of
submission of hard copy of all the requisite
documents in the office of undersigned:
11.10.2019 up to 14.00 Hrs., Tender
Opening Date: Part-l: 11.10.2019 at 16:00
Hrs. Note: (1) The details for submission
of bids are available w.e.f. 30.08.2019 at
09:00 Hrs. in the bid document uploaded
on the e-procurement  website:
http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The bidders
are required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bid-
ding system, after that the bidder can par-
ticipate in bid submission activity. 7. E-
Tender Notice No. ET-
02/TMD/CTPS/O&MC-11/19-20,
“Servicing/revisioning/testing/attending

JTEARUOW U -l'-‘ U l.‘- Cl
associated auxiliaries Unit -7.CTPS,
HTPS, Kasimpur as and when required
basis date of tender are as below:-”
Estimated Cost Rs. 1,67,256.00, Earnest
Money Rs. 3350.00 Cost of Tender docu-
ment Rs. 300.00 + 54.00 (GST) = .
354.00 Due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in 16.10.2019
upto 14.00 Hrs. Due date of depositing
Tender Cost & Earnest Money through
RTGS (in the HTPS account): 16.10.2019
upto 14:00 Hrs. Due date of submission of
hard copy of all the requisite documents in
the office of undersigned: 18.10.2019 up to
14.00 Hrs., Tender Opening Date: Part-I:
18 10.2019 at 16:00 Hrs Note: (1) The
details for submission of bids are available
w.e.f. 20.09.2019 at 09:00 Hrs, in the bid
document uploaded on the e-procurement
website: http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The
bidders are required to be registered with
U.P. Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bid-
ding system, after that the bidder can par-
ticipate in bid submission activity. 8.
Tender No. ET-03/BMD-1I/DTPS/O&MC-
[1/19-20, Name of Work: “Deputation of
supervisory Services personnel (Ex-
BHEL) for the supervision of overhauling
work of Bowl Mills (XRP-903), Qty. 06
Nos., Gravimetric Raw Coal Feeders, Qty.;
06 Nos. and ID/FD /PA/Seal Air Fans, Qty:
02 Nos. each, of U# 9, D’ TPS, HTPS,
Kasimpur, Aligarh” for a period of one year
Estimated Cost: Rs. 1,88,940.00, Earnest
Money: Rs. 3,780.00. Tender Cost: Rs.
590.00 Extended date of tender opening
are as below:-Due date of Submission of
e-Bid (Technical & Financial) at e-procure-
ment website http://etender.up.nic.in:
09.10.2019 upto 14:00 Hrs. Due date of
depositing Tender Cost & Earnest Money
through RTGS (in the HTPS account):
09.10.2019 up to 14:00 Hrs., Due date of
submission of hard copy of all the requisite
documents in the office of undersigned:
11.10.2019 up to 14.00 Hrs.. Tender
Opening Date: Part-l: 11.10.2019 at 16:00
Hrs. NOTE: (1) The details for submission
of bids will be available on e-procurement
website: http://etender.up.nic.in  w.e.f.
17:00 Hrs. dated: 01.07.2019. (2) The bid-
ders are required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg.
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bid-
ding system, after that the bidder can par-
ticipate in bid submission activity: 9. E-
Tender  Notice  No. ET-04/BMD-
I/DTPS/O&MC-11/19-20. “Insulation of Pipe
Valve & Equipment in various area of
Boiler & ESP of Unit # 8 & 9. 2x250 MW.
HTPS “for a period of one year” under
BMD-I ‘D'TPS, Harduaganj Thermal
Power Station Estimated Cost Rs.
54,98.000.00. Earnest Money Rs.
1,10,000.00. Cost of Tender document Rs.
1,000.00 + 180.00 (GST) = Rs. 1,180.00
Extended date of tender are as below:-
Due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in:
09.10.2019 upto 14:00 Hrs., Due date of
depositing Tender Cost through RTGS (in
the HTPS account) & Earnest Money
through RTGS (in the HTPS account)/B.G.:
09.10.2019 up to 14:00 Hrs., Due date of
submission of hard copy of all the requisite
documents in the office of undersigned:
11.10.2019 up to 14.00 Hrs., Tender
Opening Date: Part-1 11.10.2019 at 16:00
Hrs. Note: (1) The details for submission of
bids are available w.e.f. 20.07.2019 at
17:00 Hrs. in the bid document uploaded
on the e-procurement website:
http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The bidders are
required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bid-
ding system, after that the bidder can par-
ticipate in bid submission activity. 10.
Tender No. ET-08/BMD-1I/DTPS/O&MC-
[1/19-20. Name of Work: "Deputation of
supervisory Services personnel (EX-
BHEL) for the supervision of overhauling
work of Bowl Mills (XRP-903). Qty. 06 Nos.
Gravimetric Raw Coal Feeders, Qty.; 06
Nos, and ID/FD /PA/Seal Air Fans. Qty.: 02
Nos, each, of U# 8. D'TPS, HTPS.
Kasimpur. Aligarh "for a period of one year
Estimated Cost: Rs. 1,88,940.00. Earnest
Money: Rs. 3,780.00. Tender Cost: Rs.
590.00 Extended date of tender are as
below:- Due date of Submission of e-Bid
(Technical & Financial) at e-procurement
website http://etender.up.nic.in:
09.10.2019 upto 14:00 Hrs., Due date of
depositing Tender Cost & Earnest Money
through RTGS (in the HTPS account):
09.10.2019 up to 14:00 Hrs., Due date of
submission of hard copy of all the requisite
documents in the office of undersigned:
11.10.2019; up to 14.00 Hrs., Tender
Opening Date: Part-l: 11.10.2019 at 16:00
Hrs. Note: (1) The details for submission of
bids are available w.e.f. 20.07.2019 at
17:00 Hrs. in the bid document uploaded
on the e-procurement website:
http://etender.up.nic.in (2) The bidders are
required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bid-
ding system, after that the bidder can par-
ticipate in bid submission activity SUPER-
INTENDING ENGINEER (HQ), HTPS,
Kasimpur 11. E-Tender No.
06/SE(HQ)/S&ETD/HTPS/2019-20. Name
of work: Outsourcing of Para Medical staff
to Provide the medical facility for employ-
ees of Harduaganj Thermal Power Station,
Kasimpur, Aligarh. Estimated cost Rs.
21.20 Lac. Earnest money Rs. 42,400.00.
Tender cost Rs. 1180.00 (including 18%

c U U Slis . . U cdl.
Start date and time for submission of
20.09.2019 upto 18.00 Hrs., E-bid Last
date and time for submission of
23.10.2019 upto 14.00 Hrs., Last date and
time for submission of Hard copy of requi-
site documents in the office 23.10.2019, at
14:00 Hours. E-bid Opening date/time
(Part-1) 24.10.2019 at 16.00 Hrs. or later.
ONLY DOWNLOADED COPY OF TEN-
DER FROM NIGAM'S WEB SITE
http://etender.up.nic.in will be accepted.
Superintending Engineer, MMC HTPS,

Name of Division: ET-76
/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2019. Name of
Supply: supply of Qil seal, Rubber Gasket
& Heat Resistant Rubber Sheets , for
OH#8&9 HTPS, Kasimpur Estimated cost:
Rs 464000.00.Earnest money: Rs.
9500.00. Tender cost: Rs. 500.00 + 90.00
(GST)=Rs. 590.00. Start Date of submis-
sion of e-bid: 02.07.2019 extended Last
Date of submission of e-bid: 5.10.2019
Tender shall be opened on date:
07.10.2019.(PART-I). 08/10/2019 (PART-
II) Eligibility Conditions: Only manufactur-
ers their authorized dealers/Reputed expe-
rienced supplier participate in this tender.
Tander ID: 2019_ RVUNL_359252_1 13.
E-Tender No.: ET-
79/MMC/EPD/DTPS/2019. Name  of
Supply: Supply of fittings of Ash slurry
Disposal Pump for running maintenance of
Ash Handling Plant. DTPS, Kasimpur.
Estimated cost: Rs. 4,40,000.00 Earnest
money: Rs. 8800.00. Tender cost: Rs.
500.00 + 90.00 (GST). e-Bid online sub-
mission extended End Date. 14.10.2019
Tender shall be opened on extended date:
16.10.2019 (Part-1) & 18.10.2019 (Part-II)
Eligibility Conditions: Only reputed
Manufacturers /  their  Authorized
Dealer/experienced suppliers can partici-
pate in this tender. 14. E-Tender No. : ET-
80/MMC/EPD/DTPS/2019, Name of
Supply: Supply of various spares of M/s
Sam turbo Industries Ltd. make Ash Slurry
Pump for O/H of Unit No. 8, HTPS
Kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rs.
16,86,000.00 Earnest money: Rs.
34000.00, Tender cost: Rs. 1000.00 +
180.00 (GST), e-Bid online submission
extended End Date : 14.10.2019 Tender
shall be opened on extended date:
16.10.2019 (Part-1) & 18.10.2019 (Part-II)
Eligibility Conditions: Only reputed
Manufacturers / their Authorized Dealers
can participate in this tender. 15. E-Tender
No.: ET-84/MMC/EPD/DTPS/2019, Name
of Supply: Supply of RTD & Thermocouple
for O&M and overhauling of Unit No. 8 & 9,
HTPS, Kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rs.
654459.00. Earnest money: Rs. 12000.00,
Tender cost: Rs. 500.00 + 90.00 (GST), e-
Bid online submission extended End Date
: 01.10.2019 Tender shall be opened on
extended date : 03.10.2019 (Part-l) &
09.10.2019 (Part-1l) Eligibility Conditions:
Only reputed Manufacturers / their
Authorized Dealer can participate in this
tender. 16. E-Tender  No.:ET-87
MMC/EPD/DTPS 2019, Name of Supply:
Supply of Ultrasonic Thickness Gravse (D-
meter) for O&M of ‘D'TPS. Kasimpur.
Estimated cost: Rs. 40000.00, Earnest
money: Rs. 1000.00. Tender cost: Rs.
500.00 + 90.00 (GST), e-Bid online sub-
mission extended End Date: 17.10.2019
Tender shall be opened on date:
19.10.2019 (Part-1) & 24.10.2019 (Part-Il)
Eligibility Conditions: Only reputed
Manufacturers/their Authorized
Dealer/experienced suppliers can partici-
pate in this tender. 17. E- Tender No.: ET-
91/MMC/EPD/DTPS/2019, Name of
Supply: Supply of Oil for FD/PA Fans for
Overhauling of Unit No. 8 & 9 of 'D' TPS,
Kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rs. 39000.00,
Earnest money: Rs. 800.00, Tender cost:
Rs. 500.00 + 90.00 (GST), e-Bid online
submission  extended End Date:
14.10.2019 Tender shall be opened on
extended date: 16.10.2019 (Part-1) &
18.10.2019 (Part-Il) Eligibility Conditions:
Only reputed Manufacturers/their
Authorized Dealer/experienced suppliers
can participate in this tender. 18. E- Tender
No.: ET-92/MMC/EPD/DTPS/2019, Name
of Supply: Supply of Limit switch for
Overhauling of Unit No. 8 & 9 of D' TPS,
Kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rs. 912392.00,
Earnest money: Rs. 18000.00. Tender
cost: Rs. 500.00 + 90.00 (GST). e-Bid
online submission extended End Date:
14.10.2019 Tender shall be opened on
extended date : 16.10.2019 (Part-l) &
18.10.2019 (Part-1l) Eligibility Conditions:
Only reputed Manufacturers their
Authorized Dealer/experienced suppliers
can participate in this tender. 19. E-Tender
No: ET-106/MMC/EPD/DTPS/2019. Name
of Supply: Supply of Seamless Steel Tube.
Distance Place. Union connection, cou-
plings and Flexible Hoses for ID/ED/PA
fans for overhauling of Unit No. 8 & 9.
HTPS, kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rs.
108000.00 Earnest money: Rs. 2200.00,
Tender Cost: Rs. 500,00 + 90.00 (GST). e-
Bid online submission extended End Date:
10.10.2019 Tender shall be opened on
extended date: 12.10.2019 (Part-l) &
14.10.2019 (Part-1l) Eligibility Conditions:
Only reputed Manufacturers / their
Authorized Dealer/experienced suppliers
can participate in this tender. 20. E- Tender
No. : ET-107/MMC/EPD/DTPS/2019,
Name of Supply: Supply of Transmitters for
overhauling of Unit No. 8 & 9, HTPS,
Kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rs.
14,16,275.00 Earnest money: Rs.
28000.00. Tender cost: Rs. 1000.00 +
180.00 (GST), e-Bid online submission
extended End Date: 11.10.2019. Tender
shall be opened on date : 14.10.2019
(Part-l) & 18.10.2019 (Part-1I) Eligibility
Conditions: Only reputed Manufacturers
their Authorized Dealer can participate in
this tender. SUPERINTENDING ENGI-

NEER, OPERATION & MAINTENANCE

CIRCLE-IV, ‘D’TPS, KASIMPUR 21. E-
Tender Notice No. ET- 26/0&MC-
IV/DTPS/EMD-II/DT.P.S./2019-20, “Supply
& Erection of balance works, commission-
ing testing of Electrical and C&l System of
Ash Water Recirculation System of 2x250

Manufacturers or their Authorized Dealers, for procurement of Gunny Bags and Sutli: 3iiEA _3[[.'11‘1?“3‘]1‘.[[“?[ [['.':[li'.l {'ﬁ 1. }
CPP Portal Tender ID: 2019_DARE_503612_1 All Indla inatitute of Madicad Sciances, “ﬂiFIIIF IH:.'-I-]
Sr. No.i Name of Articlefltem Qty.— | Place of Supply Tatitandh, GE. Read, Ralpur- 432 093 (CG) (wwyr.almsralpur st in)
- C ity: 50 Kg. (Min.) i ; | Mo, AIME-RPR/Rect. & Adwt, Cell!2015M1 518, Data: 18-03-2013
apacity: g. (Min. - — - E
Potato 45,850 |[8r T NameOF Statiom™ ke [ oeseton an |nE'nl|r}E¥E%uE§ hﬁﬁhll_%%‘gc%ﬁ.llhﬁ Rl
: - No. (In Nos.) (In Kg.) g &8 | ) Raipul
Length: 94 cm. (Min.) Nos. Chnattsagarh, Gol, invites a-tender for Tollawing
WIchh:t6;5%m. (|\//|bln) (Min) = CPRIC, Modipuram 27,200 755 £MD Putlished| Pre-bid p—
eignt: gm/bag (Min. ender Tile ) *Ihg
‘ Stitching. Very good. 2| CPRS; Jalandhar 6,000 140 Taridar ¥ Gout |mEFERY| Mesting | M
2 Sutl—3Ply having good| ;152 Kg|| S | CFHs, Gwalior 10,400 =00 || Supply of Laparcacepy | -_F.-__ o ;.3'_];,7_;,5@.;_1;_3;-5'
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the period of Four Months” Estimated Cosf
Rs. 72,13,727.00, Earnest Money Rs.
1,44,275.00 Cost of Tender document Rs.
7200.00+1296.00 (GST) = Rs. 8496.00
Opening date of tender are as below:- Due
date of Submission of e-Bid (Technical &
Financial) at e-procurement websit¢
http://etender.up.nic.in: 30.10.2019 up to
14:00 Hrs, Due date of deposmng Tender
Cost & Earnest Money in the HTPS
account through RTGS/B.G. up-to maxid
mum on dated: 30.10.2019 up to 14:00
Hrs. due date of submission of hard copy
of all the requisite documents in the office
of undersigned maximum on dated:
30.10.2019 up to 14.00 hrs. Tender open-
ing date, Part-A: 31.10.2019 at 16:00 Hrs.
NOTE: (1) The details for submission of
bids will be available on e-procurement
website: http://etender.up.nic.in w.e.f,
18:00 HrsTdated=2470972019-(2) The bid{
ders are required to be registered with U.P,
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bid-
ding system, after that the bidder can par-
ticipate in bid submission activity. SUPER-
INTENDING ENGINEER, OPERATION|
AND MAINTENANCE CIRCLE-T,"D’TPS,
TO/ARD/D*TPS/HTPS/2019-20, Name of
work: Balance  Supply, Erection,
Commissioning and Testing Works of
Mechanical System of Ash Water
Recirculation System of 2x250 MW Units
of HTPS, Kasimpur, Aligarh for a period of
Six Months, Estimated cost of Work: Rs.
83,64,000.00, Earnest Money: Rs,
1,68,000.00, Tender Cost: Rs. 9912.00
(8400.00+1512.00 GST), Due date of
Submission of e-Bid (Technical &
Financial) at e-procurement websitg
https://etender.up.nic.in: 22.10.2019
upto 14:00 Hrs., Due date of depositing
Tender Cost & Earnest Money in the HTPS
account through RTGS up-to maximum on
dated: 22.10.2019 up to 14:00 Hrs., Due
date of submission of hard copy of all the
requisite documents in the office of under-
signed maximum on dated : 24.10.2019 up
to 14.00 Hrs., Tender opening date, Part-I:
24.10.2019 at 16:00 Hrs. NOTE: (1) The
details for submission of bids will be on the
e-procurement website:
https://etender.up.nic.in w.e.f. 09:00 Hrs.
dated 20.09.2019. (2) The bidders are
required to be registered with U.P.
Electronics Corporation, Ashok Marg,
Lucknow by depositing requisite fees for
participation in the e-Tendering. The bidder
must also be registered with their Digital
Signature Certificate (DSC) in the e-bid-
ding system. After that the bidder can par-
ticipate in bid submission activity,
Superintending Engineer. Electricity
Civil Construction Circle, 1xo660 N

HTPS, Kasimpur. 23. SHORT TERM E-
TENDER NO. ST-06/ECCC/ECCD-
[1/ST/1x660 MW/HTPS/2019-20, Name of
work: Construction of RCC main drains af
HTPP, Kasimpur, Aligarh Estimated Cost
Rs. 95,33,439.00 (GST Extra) Tender Cost
5,900.00 (including GST) Earnest Money
Rs. 1,91,000.00 only, Last date and time|
for submission of e-bid
(http://etender.up.nic.in) 12.10.2019 upto
14:00 PM, e-bid opening date and time
(Part-I) 14.10.2019 16:00 PM, Time of
Completion 03 Month. Superintending|

Engineer, MMC, HTPS, Kasimpur
(Aligarh) 24. Tender No. & Name of
Division: ET-122/MMC/EPD

CTPS/HTPS/2019, Name of Supply:
Procurement of different types of ling
material for EMD-IIl, HTPS for project
Colony, HTPS, Kasimpur Estimated cost;
Rs 6,33,750.00, Earnest money:
Rs.13000.00 , Tender cost; Rs 590.00,
Date of Starting of E-bid submission:
23.09.2019 Last Date of submission of E-
bid: 25.10.2019, Tender shall be opened
on date: 26.10.2019 (Part-1), 28.10.2019

(Part-11) E-Tender ID:
2019_RVUNL_383493_1 Eligibility}
Conditions: Only manufacturers/their

authorized dealers /Experienced Suppliers
can participate in this tender. 25. Tender
No. & Name of Division: ETH
123/MMC/EPD/CTPS/HTPS/2019, Namg|
of Supply: Procurement of 100KVA
11/0.4KV distribution transformer for EMD-
lll, HTPS, Kasimpur. Estimated cost: Rg
2,00,000.00, Earnest money: Rs. 4000.00,
Tender cost: Rs 118.00, Date of Starting of
E-bid submission: 23.09.2019. Last Datg
of submission of E-bid: 25.10.2019, Tender
shall be opened on date: 26.10.2019 (Part-
), 28.10.2019 (Part-1l) E-Tender ID:
2019_RVUNL 383494 _1 Eligibility}
Conditions:  Only manufacturers/their
authorized dealers /Experienced Suppliers
can participate in this tender. Note: - For
further details please log on our web site
i.e. http://etender.up.nic.in Sd/-
Superintending Engineer (H.Q.)
(Harduaganj) TPS, Kasimpur(Aligarh)
U.P.R.V.U.N.L, E-Tender Notice, E-
Tenders are invited for the followings sup
ply works items in two parts. Part-l shall
contain Tender Cost/Earnest money and
other necessary documents as per pre-
qualifying conditions and Part -Il will con-
tain price bid as per bill of quantity. Tendet
specification may be downloaded from the
website (http://etender.up.nic.in) and other
specification details can be seen on Nigam
website www.uprvunl.org, The contac
tors have to submit the hard copy beforg
the schedule date/time in the concern
office in sealed envelope containing details
of the tender mentioned on the envelope,
Tenders are advised to send their hard
copy directly to the concerned tendering
authority of the Circles/Division. Who
reserve the right to reject any or all the ten-
ders without assigning any reason thereof,
“Save Electricity Enhance National
Productivity” Sd/- Superintending
Engineer (H.Q.) Harduaganj Thermal
Power Station Kasimpur (Aligarh) =i
58/31eft, 1. (7. ) /e Ta-6 (48) /19 fetien
20/09/2019
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Executive Engingar|
TRIF RO SN2 S TEATT 21092010 (Civil-Malnienance]

“Avoid wasieful use of Elactricity"

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking)
=== Office of the Executive Engineer, KNNL, No.2 Varahi Reservoir
Pr01ect Division, Siddapura-576229, Udupi District. Karnataka. Ph: 08259-284644

| No:EE/KNNL/VRPD-2/PB/Tender/06/2019-20/738 Dtd: 19.09.2019 |
PRE-QUALIFICATION CUM SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION

On behalf of the Managing Director Karnataka Neeravari Nigama
Limited, Bangalore, the Executive Engineer, KNNL, VRP Division-2,
Siddapura, Udupi District in Karnataka invites tenders on LUMP SUM
TURN KEY basis on e-procurement portal for the following work from
KNNL category-I enrolled contractors, for the work “Construction of Lift
Irrigation Scheme from Varahi river on upstream of Balkur salt water
exclusion dam near Sowkur village to provide irrigation facility to 1350ha
in surrounding villages of Kundapura Taluk, Udupi District for Sowkuru
Lift Irrigation Scheme.

(i) The tender documents can be obtained from
www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in.  (ii) The approximate amount put to
tender forthe workis Rs. 7223.00 lakhs. (iii) EMD amount of the work is
Rs.73.00 lakhs. (iv) Contractors can have access to e-tender

B ng documents from dtd:21.09.2019 onwards. (v) The queries if any should
(18191001 |Long Lils Lube be sent not later than a 01.10.2019 in advance by the intending bidders
‘0151 0008 | Flnn Daar before 5.00 P.M. through e-mail to the Executive Engineer (e-mail to
'55,;,“},:4 T Al Sig Eﬂﬂ-ﬂi':cm. eevrpd@gmail.com) (vi) Pre-meeting held on dtd:01.10.2019 at the
|2 55 mam office of the Managing Director, KNNL, Bangalore. (vii) Last date for
e r——— Prent oparatog submission of e-tender documents: 09.10.2019 till 4.00pm.
msdrra 143 e ow (viii) Technical Bid (cover-1) will be opened on dtd:10.10.2019 at
1191082 | Siaan iy Solver | 4.30pm. (ix) Date of opening of Cover Il (Financial Bid) of qualified
TRIRI0ES  |Paknt En Syn Galcdan bidder will be intimated. (x) For Further details such as Name of work,
Velow EMD, time limit, cost of tender forms, terms & conditions of tender etc.,
SH101005 | UYS Ay S Catkio 24 Cona visit http://eproc.karnataka.gov.in , www.knnlindia.com & also
11 5 5y o can be had from the office of the undersigned during office hours: phone

TR T4l | Painl Heady Mo Hed No. 08259-284644. (xi) Corrigendum will be published only in the

__l"""""'" i website http/eproc.karnataka.gov.in for all modifications/
| —
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Office of the Principal, MLB Medical College, Jhansi
Tender Notice no-4952/E-tender/house keeping 2019 Date - 20-09-2019
Phone no.- (0510-2321446, 2320858)

Website - www.principalmcjhs @gmail.com
E-Tender Notice

The online E-Tender is invited from reputed agencies for selection of service
provider agency to provide house keeping and sanitation service on outsource basig
at 'Mahararani Laximi bai Medical college and attached hospital. The tender can bgq
downloaded from the UP Govt. E-Procurmeni portal https://e-tender.up.nic.in]
between the date 24.09.2019 to 15.10.2019 and technical bid will be opened at thq
office of DIRECTORATE OF MEDICAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING JAWAHAR
BHAWAN, LUCKNOW on 16-10-2019. The Tender fee can be submitted in shape
of bank draft (Rs. 1000+18% GST extra) in favour of Principal MLB Medical College
Jhansi. All the condition, terms and requirement is mentioned in the tendejf
document, will be considered the integral part of the notice. The Principal ag
aforesaid has sole discretion of accepting/rejecting any tender and reserves hig
right to cancel party or wholly, In case of legal dispute the legal jurisdiction shall be
court of law at Jhansi.

Sd/
"~ UPID-144047 DATE- 20.09.2019 Dr. Sadhna Kaushik
WWW.UPGOV.NIC.IN Principa
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PROBE INTO ALLEGED IRREGULARITIES IN RIGHTS SIGNED BY GOVT IN2008-09

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE CENTRAL Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has ap-
proached the Ministry of Civil
Aviation and the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
seeking information about the
set guidelines and procedures
followed while negotiating for
bilateral flying rights with other
countries, senior government
officials told The Indian Express.

The information soughtisin
connection with the investiga-
tion over alleged irregularities
in signing of bilateral flying
rights by the Indian govern-
ment to West Asian countries in
2008-09.

One Civil Aviation Ministry
official said that prior to 2012,
there were no set guidelines
and rules for the Ministry about
negotiations of air service
agreements (ASAs) with other
countries. In 2012, the proce-

BRIEFLY

Central Bank of
Indiatoraise
T1K crviabonds

New Delhi: Central Bank of
India has said it will raise
up to Rs 1,000 crore
through basel-Ill complaint
bonds, a BSE filing said.
“The capital raising com-
mittee of the bank at their
meeting held today ap-
proved the proposal to
raise ... Basel III tier bonds
without call option for an
amount up to Rs 500
crore,” the filing said. PTI

Mergerof HCL's
fourarms with
itself okayed

New Delhi: HCL Tech-
nologies on Saturday said
its shareholders have ap-
proved the scheme for
merger of four of its sub-
sidiaries, including HCL
Comnet, with itself.
According to a statement,
HCL Eagle Limited, HCL
Comnet Limited, HCL
Technologies Solutions
Limited, Concept2Silicon
Systems Private Limited
and HCL Technologies
Limited will be amalga-
mated. PTI

Productionto

resume soon:
AramcoCEO

Riyadh: State-owned Saudi
Aramco has emerged from
attacks on its oil facilities
“stronger than ever”, CEO
Amin Nasser told employ-
ees, adding full oil produc-
tion would resume by the
end of this month. The
September 14 attacks on
the Abqaiq and Khurais
plants halved the crude
output of the world’s top oil
exporter. REUTERS

Bl One Civil Aviation Ministry
official said that prior to
2012, there were no set
guidelines and rules for the
Ministry about negotiations
of air service agreements
(ASAs) with other countries

M In 2012, the procedures
were established, the official
said, adding that they have
been adhered to while
preparing ASAs

NO SET GUIDELINES AND RULES BEFORE 2012

M Last month, the CBI had
questioned former Civil
Aviation Minister Praful
Patel in connection with
alleged corruptionin giving
profitable routes of Air India
to airlines based in West Asia

M The bilateral flying rights
have their origin in the
Chicago Convention 1944,
and India has signed ASAs
with 109 countries

dures were established, the of-
ficial said, adding that they have
been adhered to while prepar-
ing ASAs.

The official further indicated
that while India did not have set
procedures prior to 2012 for ne-
gotiating capacity entitlements
for two countries, the same may
be referred to by the investiga-

tion agency in order to establish

lapses in procedures.
Last month, the CBI had
questioned former Civil

Aviation Minister Praful Patel in
connection with alleged cor-
ruption in giving profitable
routes of Air India to airlines
based in West Asia.

It was also alleged that acts

CBI seeks information on bilateral flying
rights from Civil Aviation Ministry, DGCA

of commission were made on
extraneous considerations
causing immense losses to Air
India and pecuniary benefit to
private domestic and foreign
airlines, which were given un-
restricted entry into India and
major routes were given to
them without reciprocal bene-
fits to Air India.

These developments date
back to 2008-09, during Patel’s
tenure as the Civil Aviation
Minister. The CBI has also ar-
rested corporate lobbyist
Deepak Talwar on the basis of
allegations that he received Rs
272 crore in bribes while acting
as a middleman to illegaly se-
cure favourable flying rights.

In addition to seeking infor-
mation from Civil Aviation
Ministry, the investigation
agency has also sought records
of communications from DGCA,
which has set the requirements
for grant of operating authori-
sation to foreign airlines under
bilateral ASAs. The sought

records, another official said,
pertained to foreign airlines
meeting the requirements pre-
scribed by the DGCA to be able
to fly to Indian airports.

The bilateral flying rights
have their origin in the Chicago
Convention 1944, and India has
signed ASAs with 109 countries
covering aspects relating to the
number of flights, seats, land-
ing points and code-share
agreements. Utilisation of bilat-
eral rights at any point of time
differs from country to country
and is subject to periodic rene-
gotiation. India’s new civil avi-
ation policy, which was an-
nounced in 2016, called for
liberalising the regime of bilat-
eral rights leading to greater
ease of doing business. As per
the policy, whenever desig-
nated carriers of India have
utilised 80 per cent of their ca-
pacity entitlements and seek
additional capacity entitle-
ments, the capacity entitle-
ments are renegotiated.

‘Corporate tax cut positive but growth faces headwinds’

The cut in corporate tax raises the government’s
fiscal risks while headwinds from cyclical factors
pose threat to near-term growth, Moody’s
Investors Service said

$35 billion

Total pre-tax netincome
reported by rated
non-financial companies
in India for fiscal ended
March 2019

_ih-“li-i |

f. == —

$3 billion

Expected savings for
aforementioned
companies, assuming their
earnings remain
unchanged for FY20

‘Corporate tax cut to have
minor impact on fiscal deficit’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 21

THERS 1.45-lakh crore tax give-
away is unlikely to widen fiscal
deficit much as the shortfall will
be met through increased tax
collections due to higher
growth which the massive tax
cuts are expected to achieve,
NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv
Kumar said on Saturday.

On Friday, the government
had announced tax cuts for cor-
porates by 10-12 percentage
points, bringing down the effec-
tive corporate tax to 25.17 per
cent inclusive of all cess and
surcharges for domestic com-
panies. The new tax rate will be
applicable from April 1, involv-
ing arevenue loss of Rs 1.45 lakh
crore this fiscal year.

“I don’t think tax cuts will
leave a gaping hole in the fiscal
numbers. There will be some,
which will be minor,” Kumar

said at an ‘India Today’ event.

The Budget had estimated
fiscal deficit at 3.3 per cent of
the GDP for the current fiscal
but many analysts have pegged
it overshooting by at least 70
bps to 4.1 per cent as the quan-
tum of the giveaways is worth
0.7 per cent of the GDP.
Significantly, it can be noted
that neither the finance minis-
ter or her senior cabinet col-
leagues who talked to the me-
dia after the announcement
took questions on the shape of
fiscal deficit numbers post the
tax cuts.

Even, Reserve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta Das had
lapped it up as growth boosting
just a day before warning the
government that it has no lee-
way to undertake any fiscally
expansionary measures.

Kumar said direct and indi-
rect tax revenues are expected
to go up with growth picking up
after these tax cuts.

22%: Corporate tax rate
announced by government,
which was cut from 30 per
cent, as part of stimulus
measures to revive slowing
economic growth

Revenue loss

compensation unlikely:
Moody’s does not expectthe |
corporate tax rate cut to

revive growth to the extent
that stronger tax buoyancy

compensates for the loss of
revenue

Advantages of lower
corporate taxrate:

M Brings India closer to Asian
peers

M Support to business
environmentand
competitiveness

M Enables firms to generate
higher post-tax incomes

Challenges posed due to
lower corporate tax rate:

M Financial stress

W Weak corporate sentiment
M Slow flow of creditin

| financial sector
| M Aggravatesrisks for

government to meet fiscal
deficit target

Commodity and IT services
companies to benefit most
from tax rate cut

Banking WATcH
IOB RAISES X500 CR VIA BONDS

New Delhi: India Overseas Bank on Saturday said it has raised

Rs 500 crore through bonds. “India Overseas Bank has mobilised
Rs 500 crore through its issue of Basel III Complaint Tier IT bonds
today,” it said in a statement. PTI
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‘India a world leader in fintech
adoption because of support
from both govt and regulators’

Lord Mayor of London offers tech, capital to develop fintechs

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER 14

THECITY of London Corporation,
the financial district of London,
has proposed to collaborate with
Indian companies to support the
growth of the growing fintech
and insurance sectors in India
through innovation, technology
and investments.

Peter Estlin, the 691st Lord
Mayor of the City of London, who
was in India last week to explore
possible areas of co-operation,
said, “We have the people, the tal-
ent and the capital to help create
opportunities for Indian fintechs
to grow and test their fintech
products.”

According to Estlin, financial
technology, or fintech, is already a
thriving sector in India.

“You already host over 3,000
in fintechs. Companies like
PayTM have more than two mil-
lion users. And according to Ernst
&Young, Indiais aworld leaderin
fintech adoption because of the
support from both the govern-
ment and regulators. But the UK
canalso support this thriving sec-
tor,” he told The Indian Express in
aninterview.

“Our fintech sector employs
more than 75,000 people nation-
wide and it continues to attract
record investment. We have the
people, the talent and the capital
to help create opportunities for
Indian fintechs to grow and test
their fintech products,” he added.

A team of City of London
Corporation, which houses some
of the leading global financial gi-
ants, held discussions with India
insurance and banking sector
players and regulators last week.
While the Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority of
India has invited applications for
its Sandbox experiment to test
and develop innovative products,
the Reserve Bank of Indiais set to
come out with its own Sandbox
system shortly.

“We also have some of the
friendliest regulation for fintechs
globally. And since 2014, the
Financial Conduct Authority has
operated ‘Project Innovate’, with
a regulation sandbox which has

helped hundreds of firms from
across the world get access to the
market,” Estlin said. “In fact, 90
per cent of the firms from their
first round of applications have
gone on to market, many of them
finding it easier to get funding as
aresult of participating in the
Sandbox, a safe and secure place
to test their products,” he said.

Over the years, the City of
London has become the capital of
capital, he said. “It is home to in-
stitutions like the Bank of
England, Lloyds of London and
the London Stock Exchange. And
for over a century, India has been
animportant partner and friend.
In fact, some of our most long-
standing businesses in the city are
Indian — with the State Bank of
India having offices here since the
turn of the century,” Estlin said,
adding, “Today, the London Stock
Exchange is the leading centre for
the issuance of Masala bonds.”

The City of London
Corporation —also known as the
Square Mile and the world’s most
international financial centre —
has also proposed to collaborate
inthe insurance sector, especially
inagriculture, healthcare and cy-
ber security. “India is a huge mar-
ket... there is huge potential
here,” Estlin said.

The City of London
Corporation has developed the
largest cyber market in Europe,
valued at four billion pounds and
employing over 100,000 people
across 8,000 companies.

“At present, one-third of all
cyber insurance passes through
London. And we are working
closely with industry to ensure
they can take advantage of this
expertise. We work with a num-
ber of cyber accelerators to di-

“We have the people,
the talent and the
capital to help create
opportunities for
Indian fintechs to grow
and test their fintech
products”

PETERESTLIN
LORD MAYOR, CITY OF LONDON

rectly match ‘need’ with ‘re-
source’,” Estlin said.

“The City of London has the
infrastructure, the talent and the
market lead on cyber security and
Iwould encourage you to see how
we can help you become more
secure,” he added.

Cybercrime is estimated to
cost around $ 445 billion each
year and financial institutions,
which are becoming increasingly
digitised, are particularly vulner-
able. “That’s why, in the City of
London, we are working with the
police the government and the
private sector to increase cyber
security. City of London Police,
UK’s national policing lead for
fraud and cyber crime reporting,
recently launched a new training
programme called Cyber Griffin
toensure thata company’s IT sys-
temis secure and the people who
operate it are sufficiently skilled
to spot signs of cyber-attacks,”
Estlin added.

The UK government is invest-
ing nearly two billion pounds as
partofits National Cyber Security
Strategy, to make the United
Kingdom the safest place in the
world to live and do business.

“We are partnering with them
on the National Cyber Security
Centre which creates a partner-
ship between government and
industry to increase the UK’s cy-
ber security,” Estlin said.

UK’s exports to India in-
creased at the fastest rate among
its top trading partners outside
the European Union, with an al-
most 20 per cent hike in goods
and services trade in 2018.“And I
believe that the most innovative
and dynamic part of this trading
relationshipis in our financialand
professional services,” Estlin said.

‘Industry has to find own balance to enhance demand’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

WITH THE government declin-
ing to cut Goods and Services
Tax (GST) on automobiles, ex-
perts believe that the industry
will have to take measures by it-
self to clear inventory as well as
to boost demand, which has
fallen to a multi-decade low in
the country.

“The industry has to find its
own balance to enhance de-
mand,” said Rajan Wadhera,
president, Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM), reacting to the GST
Council’s decision on Friday to
not reduce the rate on vehicles
from 28 per cent to 18 per cent
— a long-standing demand of
the industry.

As sales of automobiles
across various segments wit-
nessed their worst-ever fall in
August, the industry has been
demanding a cut in taxes, which

WORLD’S OLDEST TRAVEL COMPANY FIGHTING FOR SURVIVAL

Thomas Cook in talks with UK govt,
potential investors for rescue deal

REUTERS
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 21

BRITAIN’S THOMAS Cook is in
talks with the governmentand po-
tential investors about a last-
minute rescue deal to fend off a
corporate collapse that would
send shockwaves well beyond the
travel sector. The world’s oldest
travel company was fighting forits
survival over the weekend afterits
lenders threatened to pull the plug
on a rescue deal that has been
months in the making.

Hurtby highlevels of debt, on-
line competition and geopolitical

uncertainty, Thomas Cook needs
tofind another 200 million pounds
($250 million)on top of a900-mil-
lion pound package it had already
agreed, to see it through the win-
ter months when it needs to pay
hotels for their summer services.

A person familiar with the sit-
uation said the company was in
talks with the government and a
number of potential investors
about bridging the funding gap. It
will hold a board meeting on
Saturday and Sunday to evaluate
its position.

“We have not given up,” the
person said, declining to be named
due to the sensitivity of the situa-

npuptri.nﬁ'ma. =)

tion. Were Thomas Cook to fail to
find the funds it requires, it could
be putinto administration, aform
of creditor protection that often
precedes bankruptcy.

That would spark the largest
peacetime repatriation in British
history with some 160,000 Britons
currently enjoying Thomas Cook
holidaysindestinations including
California, the Caribbean and
Corfu. In total, some 600,000 hol-
idaymakers from markets includ-
ing Germany and Scandinavia
could be stranded. The company’s
social media channels are full of
customers asking if they will be
able to get home.

EXPLAINED

by SIAM.

would have brought down the
net price of vehicles.

However, the GST Council,
which met in Panaji, Goa on
Friday, reduced the GST com-
pensation cess only for passen-
ger vehicles of sub-segment 10-
13 seaters with length less than

TCIL says turmoil at Thomas
Cook UK won’t affect its ops

New Delhi: Thomas Cook India
on Saturday said it is not re-
lated with UK-based Thomas
Cook PLC which is struggling
to stave off a financial collapse.

The company stressed
that Thomas Cook India is a
completely different entity
owned by Canada-based
Fairfax Financial Holdings and
it will have not impact of the
financial collapse of the iconic

British firm Thomas Cook PLC.

Thomas Cook UK had
ceased to be the promoter of
Thomas Cook (India) after it
transferred its entire stake in
2012 to Fairfax, a Canada-
based firm that has varied in-
terests across the globe.
Fairfax Financial Holdings had
acquireda 77 per cent stakein
Thomas Cook India Ltd (TCIL)
in2012.PTI

Puts theonuson
industry toturn
@ around slowdown

THE GST Council, which met in Goa on Friday, did not cut
tax rates on automobiles. The industry has been
demanding a GST rate cut from the current 28 per cent to
18 per cent in order to revive sales.

SIAM president Rajan Wadhera hopes that the festive
season will help in ushering in positive consumer
sentiments. His statement puts the onus on the industry to
find a solution to the current slowdown. Domestic sales of
passenger vehicles fell 31.6 per cent year-on-year to
1,96,524 units in August, according to the data released

four metres, which, according
to industry estimates, accounts
for less than 10 per cent of the
total sales.

Even as discounts offered by
dealers and manufacturers are
atan all-time high, the absence
of any relief from the govern-

ment also increases the possi-
bility of customers getting
higher discounts going forward,
as companies need to liquidate
the excess Bharat Stage-IV
(BS-1V) astocks before April 1
next year.

From April 2020, the indus-
try will move to BS-VI emission
norms, which means selling ve-
hicles fitted with BS-IV engines
will not be allowed and, there-
fore, will become scrap.

Discounts by manufactur-
ers, including Maruti Suzuki
India, Honda Cars and Bajaj
Auto, have been ranging from
5-15 per cent — a desperate
move adopted by manufactur-
ers who are looking to liquidate
stocks that have piled up to
above normal levels owing to

poor demand.
Prayesh Jain, lead analyst-in-
stitutional equities, Yes

Securities, said there is room for
additional discounts by auto-
mobile manufacturers. “Current
discounts are already at an all-

time high, which can possibly
drive volumes in the ensuing
festive season,” Jain noted.

As the reduction in GST
seemed difficult, the industry
asked for temporary relief so
that the demand in the festive
season improves and inventory
gets cleared.

Moreover, CEOs of many au-
tomakers stressed that more
than the GST cut, it was impor-
tant that the government clari-
fiesits stand, as customers have
been postponing purchases in
anticipation of a better deal.

Guenter Butschek, chief ex-
ecutive officer and managing
director, Tata Motors
Worldwide, last month said, “If
it is possible let us know, be-
cause the customer expectation
this time is high and booking
cancellations have been hap-
pening.”

He further said that show-
rooms are empty because the
customer is expecting a better
deal post the GST cut. FE

‘Must work together to see how we can
showcase India for attracting investment’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

UNION MINSTER Piyush Goyal
on Saturday said the target of
making India $5-trillion econ-
omy is achievable and that all
the stakeholders need to work
together to meet this objective.

The Commerce and Industry
Minister said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
have expressed India’s determi-
nation of achieving high growth
by announcing the tax measures
this week, which will boost
India’s competitiveness and
bring India into the comparative
league of countries that are
competing for investments, ac-
cording to a statement by FICCL.

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s goal of making India a $5

While unveiling the India Pavilion design of the
WORLD EXPO 2020 in Dubai, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said this was the
time for the country to engage with every nation
and grasp the opportunity that has come its way

tobecomea superpower

trillion economy is completely
doable if all the stakeholders
come and work together,” the
minister said. Goyal, who on
Saturday unveiled the India
Pavilion design of the WORLD
EXPO 2020 in Dubai, expressed
optimism that India going ahead
will have even lower taxes.
“We all must work together
to see how we can showcase
India for attracting invest-
ments,” Goyal said, adding that
the WORLD EXPO 2020 begin-

ning October next year is a big
opportunity to achieve this ob-
jective.

He said this was the time for
the country to engage with
every nation and grasp the op-
portunity that has come its way
to become a superpower.

The minister also thanked
the Indian diaspora in the UAE
for the excellent work they had
done to support Modi develop a
strong bonding between the
two countries.
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BRIDGE SUNDAY CROSSWORD 2235 Ifit’s your
Leading the ] fromaK] 9(or A]9)combination when the
dummy to the right has the ten is called a "surrounding QUICK CLUES 1r t a
play".It can’tlose a trick but it can gain when partner has ACROSS ' i . 1 3 ® -
the ace (or king) and declarer the queen. 8.  Adjustor harmonize (6)
9. Inn(8) i &
DIr: East; Vul: Both 10. Stress(8)
11. Elicited, evinced or extracted (6) Sunday Septembel' 22
NORTH (Dummy)  EAST(You) } § ?fgedquaffgitﬁ/» aéOt (44) : 5 The positive development seems to be
# AQ1083 & 17 14 Fgggsz ° stase Zﬁb)em your will to take decisions that once
. ) g .
»3 ®AJ109752 overweight or fat (7) . . . seemed beyond you. The most important
41075 ¢ KJ9 17. Look thus to regard with distrust - factoris the need for dialogue.
A4 &? 0
20. Looking glass (6)
22. Achieved, did or consummated Monday, September 23
EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH (8) 2 e - - Life-changing invitations are around the
Jje Pass 4@ dBL. 25. Humane or benevolent (6) corner. Rather thanlooking at whatis about
Pass Ad Pass Pass %;3 lggglstlgolis zcrh:)i;ﬁ;irs( (88)) " tohappen, it makes more sense to pointout
Do 28, Motivation (6) e 5 . . that you can take your emotions and
relationships in a new direction.
OPENING LEAD: H3 You win the ace and then.....? DOWN: . -
1. Nuclear weapon (4,4) .- - - . Tuesday September 24
THEWESTHAND: 476 ®Q634A862 #7653 2. Persuaded, pressed or urged : There's a massive dose of determination
6 . . cpeg -
DECLARER’SHAND: 4K]93 ®K44Q43#Q1098 3 %e)mer _"Sees E" anagram? in the air. That’s excellent if life is hassle-
Better stick that D] on the table...rightnow! Given this 4 (P?i) h-pitched sound (7) ! - free. Butif you have various challenges to
dummy, you really need three diamond tricks to de- = H agv Ofring fluids (8) overcome then you may pick up the
feat the contract and if partner has the ace, and if you 6. Young maiden or miss in Spanish wrong end of the  stick.
lead specifically the jack you will get them. What can (8)
S\Ieiii?iil‘ecigi?nglggcelcalaé‘ie;rg?ga l(l)f\'/\élse, cc’gsg?pcg;tslrgﬁg 7. European country (6) 22. Not one of the favourites, is not 18. Swarm endlessly over all that’s Wednesday Septembel' 25
: o _ 15. Have support on each side (8) given a little gift (8) dry(8) The Moon’s motions are imaginative and
queen, partner wins and returns d diamond .thr ough 16. Being slow in acting or doing (8) 25. Retreat from the fray in advance 19. Folds over the furrow and pinches aulire with & dhanee of ;gn - ¢ i
dummy’s ten which you are hovering over with the K 18. Construction, erection or on the edge of town (6) the vegetables (7) y e , KINg
9. Curtains for declarer, Notice that if you don’t shift to establishing (8) 26. Non-treat participants keep 21. Puts up with soldiers being come true. But you'll learn that when
adiamond, one of dummy’s diamonds goes off on de- 19. Recuperation through sleep (3-4) chattering (6,2) lethargic (6) wishes come to pass, there are surprises.
clarer's HK. 21. Purple flowers (as by Van Gogh) 27. Canvass for a slice of bread (8) 23. Headgear fitter for recycling (6)
(6) 28. Catch ten out with a quick blow 24. Fairly attractive (6)

DIr: South; Vul: Neither

NORTH (dummy)  EAST (you) DOWN
PY VIR &Gy CRYPTIC CLUES 1. May inherit firm myself was I not
- ACROSS crooked (4,4)
¥ KQ62 »/8 8. Come back quickly after making 2. Chainsitup, hiding at the original
¢ 0/ 4J943 animpact (6) 5 El\a(che('ZA) T
087 HK0QJ10? 9. Young creature having had . €Ir requiring change for a
i twelve months on the heather (8) A EOVELe'lgndbUt'Wh}Ch one?(5,1)
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 11. Pretext for offering pardon (6) young nincompoops, even really
INI rass L J Ubl. 12. Carelessly ruins Neg, while . %;eedy yahCIJQS (7)t .
2 Q PaSS 4 Q PaSS making positive (8) . dange cooking utensil to
p p 13. AScot is back with publicity for become fatherly (8)
ass ass nymphs legendary girl making 6. Not V\{orkmg very l*{ar{:l when
lan sad (6) there’s a quarter missing (8) .
OPENING LEAD: CA 14. Talks on loudly though the taxi is 7. Notaccustomed to seeing us in
outside (7) the nude possibly (6)
You signal with the king to show solidity and partner 17. Gives one’s word in difficult 15. It's extended,every leap-year (8)
continues with the C3 to your ten. When you play the situations (7) 16. Garden construction not
CQ, declarer follows and partner discards the two of 20. Is there nothing at the counter to ngcessarily for dippers and Chorus, 24 Cook.
diamonds. What now? equalise pressure? (6) divers? (8)

23. __ out: calculate or deduce? (6)
24. Wine store (6)

(6)

Solutions to 2234

QUICK CLUES Across: 8 Jaunty, 9End
early, 10 Notasoul, 11 Lodges, 12 Racoon,
13 Haircuts, 15 Variety, 17 Reflect, 20
Speedway, 22 Essene, 23 Prefer, 25
Turnover, 26 Tone-deaf, 27 Retoss. Down:
1Panorama, 2 Antagonize, 3 Tycoon, 4
Healthy, 5 Adelaide, 6 Band, 7 Eldest, 14
Callsforth, 16 Thwarted, 18 Converse, 19
Mystify, 21 Pardon, 22 Errors, 24 Flee.
CRYPTICCLUES Across: 8 Scales,9
Examines, 10 Dumb-bell, 11 Twelve, 12
Fluent, 13 Waltzing, 15 Aspired, 17
Meaning, 20 Redgrave, 22 Claims, 23
Chichi, 25 Property, 26 Almoners, 27
Untidy. Down: 1Scruples, 2 Blubbering, 3
Ascent, 4 Bellows, 5 Bastille, 6 Fine, 7
Heaven, 14 Zend Avesta, 16 Examiner, 18
Nematode, 19 Bedpost, 21Exhale, 22

Thursday September 26

You're on the up. Discipline and hard work,
that’s what today’s about. But, before you
despair, remember, you can be disciplined
about achieving your pleasurable goals.

Friday September 27

Arestricted planetary pattern gives way to
something slightly looser, just a little more
flexible. And that should give you the leeway
to break out of a tight spot.

Saturday September 28

You should have a great start to your new
astrological cycle. You may be able to get
loved ones to do things your way. Make sure
there’s something in it for them, though.

Y(NIR W

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Clear-headed stars
giveyou the
advantage. Your grasp
of the factsis good,

but not yet perfect. You'd

therefore be wise to avoid over-
stating your case. You may live to
see the day when youregret any
current promises, for they could
prove surprisingly costly.

TAURUS (Apr21 - May 21)
Lifeisaboutto geta
whole better. You
may have been
through some low

periods recently, yet somewhere

along the line you will begin to
appreciate that your real
blessings in life are much more
substantial than you ever
realised. A secretlove,ora
treasured memory, will help you
regain your composure.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
You are not exactly at
adisadvantage, but
neither s thisanideal
time to make great
strides at work. Concentrate
instead on laying down firm
foundations, including sorting
out domestic hassles,and
broadening your social contacts.
Home entertaining is anexcellent
option any time after Tuesday.

Some very fancy
@ your current
vanish before your very eyes, like
over a colleague, turning
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

still highlighted,
increasingly expansive,

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
footwork is necessary
if you are to maximise

emotional advantages. If you

delay, a recent opportunity will
amirage in the desert. At work,
youmay be able to cast a spell
someone whowasarivalintoa
true friend.

Matrimonial and

@ partnershipissues are
though inamanner

which is beginning to look

hospitable, generous and
optimistic. What could be

|| A '

LIBRA (Sep24-Oct23)

While your dominant
financial influences
are still extravagant, it
seems that most
commitments and obligations
are left over from the pastand
may not be strictly relevant to the
present. A little economic
rationalisation is in order, so be
sure to prune all unwanted and
outmoded commitments.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Simply stunning stars
atwork reveal the
truth atlast: you'rea
better worker than

anyone else and you're now lined

up fora gigantic pat on the back.

Inlove, you'll aim for the top and

turn down anything which

smacks of second-best. However,

in financial matters, a

compromise is necessary, so try

to find a middle way.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec23)
You'll be chopping
and changing,
cancelling
engagements and
juggling commitments. The stars
are still smiling on all those of
youinlove, but thereis also time
left for arranging artistic
activities, pursuing pleasures and
planning a party. At work,
though, keep a sensible head on
your shoulders.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
What a mysterious
time thisis.
Somethingis
happening, but

what? Behind your planetary

movements lies the fact that the
stars doindeed have a sense of
humour and that they
sometimes like to confuse you.

Don't forget the goldenrule:

believe in yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Enjoy whatever
good fortune comes
your way. This
should turn out to be
quite a memorable time for
affairs of the heart, so do take
the initiative, happy in the

X knowledge that people and
better? You'll set the lead, and the .
m ifficultv Level 2s . . ' partners are likely to welcome
1
D ty o first priority should be to attend
I . N cal e I i f your advances. At work your
. . . T ﬁ I ;' 3 5 (0)) r - 1 to practical repairs. It s time to fix achievements will now lead to
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolve a Sudoku puzzle, 4 B2 1815 9|7 all broken fittings. further opportunities
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get N everydigitfrom1to9 | I M = pp )
the answer for the given quip. N must appear in each of the 1 i 1 1 T - 5 E gi14/ 8 71312 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Ifyoucan__it,youcan__it.- Walt Disney (5...,2) (o)) nine vertical columns, in | El i ? . | 4 . E' é ? 3 115 g ..? . E 48 ‘ljsﬁfz Sralgleflgures You'll have too much
m each of the nine horizontal 5 TI | = ' — - onyour plate and be
fl4 21811 [ . uncovered this
HTTAE EIIODD - rows and in each of the : | g 913|8 6|5 ! 4 week will enable rBlilstl}dc;zlrcl) fifts,/soéll{ ifreleat.
—r— — ey — X nine boxes. & | 7 2D T 3 419:8.1 you to get one step ahead, both i1 Vo
| J_. @) ' [ e at home and at work. Good good cause, isn't it? You'll
= | & : handl t
HE B b = | 185 8j25 || |z "[e7.4|128]653 revwil oo Tandecenpresiress
PAROL LOSTYM U:) Difficulty Level g 15 G r'd | = 3 4 BI6 5112 ' 78 mateilal setcpr];ty and aJc;mt say ‘no’,and then try to relax.
_ e . ! v ! investment is beginning to Part d coll il
. .: . I | 1 | 15=Veryeasy, 25 = asy; | = 1 8 5|2/ 73|14 6 8 look increasingly worthwhile. raa r-gle e io eagues e
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard; | . pidly come to respect your
5s=VeryHard:6s= ’ = — E 2 719 4811 3 5 [nlove, though, you'll be self-control, and may entrust
S = Velyharc,os= 4 7 1 8. 2 . | O ! - keeping your secrets close to you with extra responsibilities
A3USI( [BAA - 31 OP UBD NOA )1 LBAIP UBD NOA J] :1amsuy Genius E | 72/ your chest. in the future.
A1LISOIN ‘AdIdO! ¥v10d ‘VIAHL :NOLLN10S
= ASSAM SKILL DEVELOPMENT MISSION OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR (SC) ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, SHANKAR VIHAR
-@3 ALL INDIA INSTITUTE OF o £ Eetoutbisk et bosy sl QUALLITY CONTROL DIVISION, DAM SITE ,DHURWA, [NEAR MAHIPALPUR} DELHI CANTT-10
! | : ' oor, Ra Od - A |
el MEDICAL EGIEHEES, NAGPUR AE E;_M G_ar::huh_ Guy:,.-ﬂhau gy 615 RANCHI, GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND TELE NO - 011- 26151555
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{e-Tender No. AlIMS-NAG/Admin/Security
Services/2019-20/04 DL 21/09M13)

All India Institute of Meadical Sciencas {AllMS). Nagpur,
Maharashira, an apex healthcare Institule baing
established by Act of Partiament of India under aagis of
Health & Family Welfare, Govemment of India, Inwites
enbiree bids in two bid system lor hiring of security servicas
at AllMS Nagpur, The prospective [ lkely suppliers may
submit their bid onlinge al CPPF website
hitps:/feprocure.gov.infeprocurelapp. Tendar
gocuments may be downloaded for reference from
instifula’s web sile www.alimsnagpur.edu.in and CPPP
sila hitps:iieprocura.govinfeprocure/app. Director

AlIMS. Nagpur

e-Tender Notice

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
(CONSULTANCY SERVICES)

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (INDIA)

Assignment Title: Consultancy Services for preparation of Urban Roads
Improvement Plan including tunnels, by-passes and alternate roads for
Shimla and Dharamshala.

For above cited assignment, the H.P Public Works Department invites
Expression of Interest from the Consultant on the terms and condition set
forth in the REol.

Consultant will be selected on the basisof QCBS method.

The detailed Request for Expression of Interest for the proposed assign-
ment along with scope of work shall be made available on the HPRIDC

No- ASDM-210020191 15 Date: 207" Seplamber, 2019
TENDER NOTICE

Seaied Tendarn are mvilnd om ieputed agencees having ndequale

expaiencs ity imphermentng Technical intern Training Program atl

Morth East Skill Carlre (NESCH, Assam Skill Davedopment Misson

Garchus, Guwahab

Submession af bid ahall be through e-pracutemant porial

warw ianamtenders, gov.in

~ Earnest Money Deposit | Hid Document Fees

T5 00 000/~ TROOOU.

For datads [.J-un" yist ﬂ'n.amlmlunl:hrl.g-:wln i wwayasdm,

assam.govin or contadt ASTIM oflica at & Flod!, Ratatad, DPS Road

Garcnul, Guwahatl E-mal missiondirector.asdmiigmail.com

Tha last date for submission of bids & 14" October 2019 Gl 02200 pm,
Sa- Misslon Director, ASDM

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST (CONSULTANCY SERVICE

HIMACHAL PRADESH
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (INDIA)

Assignment Title: Consultancy Services for preparation of Urban
Roads Improvement Plan for all District Head Quarters of Himachal
Pradesh except Kinnaur and Lahaul- Spiti.

For above cited assignment, the H.P Public Works Department
invites Expression of Interest from the Consultant on the terms and
condition set forth in the REol.

Consultant will be selected on the basis of QCBS method.

The detailed Request for Expression of Interest for the proposed
assignment along with scope of work shall be made available on the
HPRIDC website at the following link w.e.f. 25.09.2019
http://himachalservices.nic.in/hpridc/
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2. For item No 18.1 and 18.02 of the B.0.Q, tha Lnit
should baread as™M.T
{ Medric tone) in place of "CUMT | cubic metes
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sarial Mo 148 Jumpeadic 150
and Seral No 187 jumped to 1849, Aclually Serid Mo
148 and 188 do not exisl,

4. The Language for dem No 62 should be read as
follawing  instead of Languans up loaded in the
B.0.0.

* Prowidmg and fiing thermal insulation with resin
bonded fibre qlass wook confirming  fo 1S 8183
dansity 16kg/m . S0mm thick wrapped in 200G vergin

gl"':'r"‘: bags placed over existing false cadding and
held in positian by criss crossing G| wire,”

5. All the other material of iender document and B.C.Q
will rermain Lnchanged v Diroctor (sc)

Cuality Contral division,
Dam 5 a. Dhum:.F..zln-::hl.
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SPORTSLINE

Godfather

without a cigar

Unsmiling, mean and measured, Andy Roberts is
gruff as he always has been. Except when he talks

of pure fast bowlers and sees them crank up hostile

pace — men like Bumrah and Archer, the latest
entrants to the hallowed brethren. SANDIP G gets
the legendary pacer talking and smiling

Fyou draw a family chart of the greatest

West Indies fast bowlers, Andy Roberts

will be right at the top of it. The patri-
arch. The unsmiling Godfather, Vito
Corleone without a cigar. There are several
crumpled black and white photographs of
Roberts standing expressionless, with stiff
eyes offset by a menacing beard in his fol-
low-through, the batsmen grimacing and
wincing in pain on the ground. It built the
myth of Roberts being a callous bowler, the
bouncer he dispenses a facial-feature-dis-
figuring, jaw-splintering weapon, not a
wicket-taking tool. “It’s rubbish,” he says,
dismissively.

“Photographs do lie,” he says. “They
miss the frame before. It would show you |
was looking at the batsman, seeing if he
was okay. If he was fine, | would walk back.
Why should you keep looking at him? Iwas
out there to take wickets, not make friends.
That I would after the matchis over.”

But he rarely smiled, and if so reluc-
tantly, hardly spoke, and if so out of neces-
sity. He was seemingly gruff, unlike the ar-
chetypal Caribbean cricketer of the era,
gamely as ever for a good joke or a drink.
“Why should I? Am I watching a circusora
comedy show? Fast bowling is a serious
business and I am very serious when I am
bowling,” he quips. He, though, is more gen-
erous with smiles these days. That's often
when he sees young fast bowlers in action.
“It fills me with joy, seeing genuine fast
bowlers go about their business these days.
They’re rare, but there are some exciting
ones. Like Jasprit Bumrah. He thrills me like
few other bowlers these days,” he says.

It's not just Bumrah’s unnerving pace or
his deceptive variations that excites
Roberts. But his bouncer, hurled with pin-
point vertical accuracy—varying some-
where between throat and lower rib—
demonstrating it is still possible to
intimidate without
transgressing this addi-
tion to the law.

“The bouncer,” he
uttersasif heis uttering
a magic word. “Lovely
bouncer, not too short,
not too high, not too far
from the body, not too
much into his body ei-
ther. That’s how a
bouncer should be,” he
notices, his hawkish
eyes glowing with a fra-
ternal pride.

The bouncer, of
course, is part of the
Roberts' myth. He’s a

bouncer connoisseur of

sorts —a bowler with a

good bouncer gets his 3
stamp of approval. T

“I love watching |

and thus skidding on that much quicker.
One of the latter variety felled Colin
Cowdrey and knocked out Ian Botham'’s
tooth.

“I remember those right in front of my
eyes, but it wasn’t a double bluff, as some
would say. It was a case of me experiment-
ing with different speeds, trajectories, re-
lease points, wrist and seam positions. Only
experiments I believe will bring evolution,”
he says.

There’s another existential reason, he
admits. “I never liked batsmen hooking me.
It made me angry,” he says, staring into the
vast, empty expanse of the stadium.

Roberts, thus, was the closest to a bowl-
ing alchemist, a pure fast-bowling intelli-
gentsia. No wonder then that his close
friend and bowling partner Michael
Holding once called him the deepest
thinker of the game. “Andy was always a
good thinker. We used to room together al-
most always and he helped me a lot when
[ first came into the team. He was always a
very serious cricketer. Always looking and
probing for wealme;:?j/;'lflolding had said.

It was a bond that'took off when ferry-
ing drinks for their respective teams in a
Shell Shield match in Sabina Park. “We al-
ways talked about bowling and nothing
else back then. It doesn’t mean that we did-
n’t talk anything else, but fast bowling was
our favourite topic of discussion. Some
cricketers say they don't talk cricket out of
the stadium. But we were always talking
and thinking about the game. It was the
bond that made us friends for life.”

They shared aroom on tours, and it was
in those rooms that they planned and plot-
ted wickets, “because we didn’t have the
luxury of video replays and had to rely on
just memory.”

Endearingly, Holding still credits
Roberts for his first Test wicket. Max Walker
¢ Richards b Holding.
“He was a bit down be-
cause he had bowled re-
ally fast in Brisbane and
didn’t get a wicket.”
Roberts says. “A few
catches were dropped
and he was feeling rest-
less. So I told him to put
every bit of energy into
one ball, preferably a
short ball on Max
Walker’s off stump. He
would look to defend
away from the body and
would get caught at
gully.”

It panned out exactly
as Roberts had planned,
and Holding had exe-
cuted. Beyond the obvi-
ous camaraderie, it
showed the visualisa-

good bouncers. The
other day I saw Jofra
(Archer) bowl one at
Steve Smith (in the sec-
ond Ashes Test). He
knocked him over. That
was a brute. The perfect
bouncer, [ would say. I
am looking forward to
watching him for real,”
he says, winking.

He, though, bounces out another per-
ception of his bowling, that his bouncers’
intention was to harm batsmen. “Never in
my life. I am a fast bowler and my only in-
tention was to get a wicket somehow. If the
batsmen got hit, it was his fault. The fault of
his technique. Not mine. I have bowled
bouncers to Sunny and Vishy, but they’d
never got hit. They never wore helmets ei-
ther. Why? They had good technique.
Franky, I got no thrill from seeing blood and
bruises. Besides I didn’t want to expend all
those energies just trying to hit abatsman,”
he points out.

The bouncer, though, was an insignia of
West Indies fast bowling supremacy at their
intimidating peak.

The bouncer myth and its deconstruc-
tion recurs. It's widely-storied that he had
two types of bouncers. The first could be
pulled or hooked if the batsman was skilful
but the second, which usually trails it, was
faster and straighter, delivered cross-seam,
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these days.”

“It fills me with joy, seeing
genuine fast bowlers go
about their business these
days. They're rare, but there
are some exciting ones. Like
Jasprit Bumrah. He thrills
me like few other bowlers

tion that went into his
bowling. “I would al-
ways be studying the
batsman and made
notes of them. I don’t
know if I would have
done the sameinthisera
of technology. But back
then it was all in the
mind,” he says.

But unlike Holding,
Roberts didn’t have a huge friend circle.
Holding was articulate, Roberts was reti-
cent, and reticence was often misinter-
preted and portrayed as an aloof man. A
story goes that he and Gordon Greenidge
shared a flat in London but hardly spoke.

“We were good friends, but [ was not
someone who always went out or build a
social circle. I always preserved my private
space,” he says.

Roberts was a teetotaler too — butit was
not because he always drank fruit juice but
because before playing first-class cricket,
he worked as a sales manager for a local
fruit beverage company. “You need money
man, and those days you hardly got any-
thing playing club cricket. And I was not too
keen on academics. Soldid a part-time job
with a company in Antigua,” he says.

He returns to the bouncer topic. “The
slower bouncer wasn’t bowled as what
people call these days a slower ball. It was
still around 85 mph. But the quicker one

If the batsmen got hit, it
was his fault. The fault of
his technique. Not mine. |
have bowled bouncers to
Sunny and Vishy, but
they’d never got hit. They
never wore helmets
either. Why? They had
good technique.”

“I love watching good
bouncers. The other day I
saw Jofra (Archer) bowl
one at Steve Smith (in the
second Ashes Test). He
knocked him over. That
was a brute. The perfect
bouncer,  would say.lam
looking forward to
watching him for real.”

used to be around 90 miles or more. [ would
rather call the second ball as quicker than
(devalue) the first as the slower ball. Yes, |
used to bowl at different speeds. But never
aslower ball,” he firmly clarifies. The myth
about Roberts just keeps getting larger.

Avillage fast bowler like his grandfather.
It's all Roberts wanted to be while growing
up in the idyllic countryside of Urlings, a
fishing harbour with a population of a few
thousands. His aspiration was coloured by
stories of his grandfather, a terrorising fast
bowler who broke a few stumps every day.
His uncle, he says, was a good bowler him-

Illustration: Suvajit Dey !||I|

self, before he shifted to the UK, as was
common those days. His mother didn’t
want him to play the game — she wanted
him to study — but the harder she tried to
pull him away from the game, the more at-
tached to the game he became.

There was no escaping the lurking
shadow of his grandfather. “I saw people
respecting him, narrating stories of his
bowling. So hearing all that, I thought I
wanted to be like him. Also, in the village, it
was a proud thing to be a good fast bowler.
People respect you if you are a good man.
But they respected you even more if you
were a fast bowler. So right from my child-
hood, my ambition was to be the best fast
bowler in the village,” Roberts recollects.

His ambition was limited not only be-
cause he was still a child then but also be-
cause there didn’t exist the concept of a na-
tion. Antigua was still under British rule and
the Leeward and Windward Islands hadn’t
formed a team. Competitive cricket was
only played between parishes and was pre-
dominantly a white man's game. But the
allure of the game throbbed, filling up lazy
countryside evenings. Sometimes wind-
ball cricket. Sometimes with shaven tennis
balls. With whatever we got to bowl with.
Butit was big, a daily carnival and compet-
itive. The quality was high and several of
them had the ability to play international
cricket,” he says.

It's where Roberts learned the essence
of fast bowling — for there were no coaches,

other than some of the old-timers who still
hung around, who gave a tip or two. Most
of his art, thus, was self-learnt, even after
he became an international bowler.

“I had just six months of coaching
when I and Viv went to the Alf Gover
School (in Wandsworth, south London). I
didn’t learn much about technique there.
But I learned that you never really stop
learning about fast bowling. I realised I
need to work on a few basics. He also
taught me more about control and the
theory of bowling more side-on. I was very
open-chested in those days."

Later, during his stint with Hampshire,
when the idea of a fearsome pace quartet
had not even germinated, he read in a
newspaper about Fred Trueman’s observa-
tion that if he could keep the arm higher
during release, he could develop an out-
swinger, the one weapon that was not in
his armoury.

“I'had never thought about it until I read
it.IthoughtIhad enough in my bag. But the
out-swinger not only made me a better
bowler but kept me in the game even after
[ had to reduce my pace towards the end of
my career. There are several such instances
in my career when I kept my eyes and ears
open to pick little things about my bowling.
It has been my way since I first touched the
leather ball,” Roberts says.

The first time he touched a leather ball
was when he was around 15. “It was heavy.
But I liked the feel of it. Nothing looks as
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beautiful as a shining new ball under the
sun. You touch it and you feel you are some-
one special. You get a kind of swagger. It
must be the same feeling when a police-
man gets a gun,” he says.

It took Roberts several years to master
the little devil, as he calls it. But having
played with different balls turned out to be
beneficial in hindsight. “If you become
adaptive at a young age, you remain adap-
tive throughout your life, to different situ-
ations and circumstances. Several things |
did with the cricket ball went back to the
wind-ball and tennis-ball games. Like my
pace — with the tennis ball, you have to put
every ounce of energy into the ball. With
the wind-ball, which never bounced much,
you had to really hit the ground hard to
make it bounce. And in tennis-ball cricket,
you don’t look to bowl every ball quick. A
lot of deliveries of average speed and then
a quick one. It surprised batsmen. I have
used a lot of that in Test cricket,” he says.

When he was not playing cricket,
Roberts was with his father and uncles har-
bour-fishing. He still does on Sundays. After
retiring, he bought two fishing boats catch-
ing snapper in the cobalt blue waters be-
tween Antigua and Barbuda. “Who told you
this story? Yeah fishing, like cricket, was a
passion. I still do,” he says. “For the good
part of my cricketing career, I couldn’t go
fishing. So this was it, my time to go to the
roots.” The batsmen once fled from him,
now it’s the turn of the fish.
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(odfather,

minus the cigar

Unsmiling, mean and measured, Andy Roberts is
gruff as he always has been. Except when he talks

of pure fast bowlers and sees them crank up hostile

pace — men like Bumrah and Archer, the latest
entrants to the hallowed brethren. SANDIP G gets
the legendary pacer talking and smiling

Fyou draw a family chart of the greatest

West Indies fast bowlers, Andy Roberts

will be right at the top of it. The patri-
arch. The unsmiling Godfather, Vito
Corleone without a cigar. There are several
crumpled black and white photographs of
Roberts standing expressionless, with stiff
eyes offset by a menacing beard in his fol-
low-through, the batsmen grimacing and
wincing in pain on the ground. It built the
myth of Roberts being a callous bowler, the
bouncer he dispenses a facial-feature-dis-
figuring, jaw-splintering weapon, not a
wicket-taking tool. “It’s rubbish,” he says,
dismissively.

“Photographs do lie,” he says. “They
miss the frame before. It would show you |
was looking at the batsman, seeing if he
was okay. If he was fine, | would walk back.
Why should you keep looking at him? Iwas
out there to take wickets, not make friends.
That I would after the matchis over.”

But he rarely smiled, and if so reluc-
tantly, hardly spoke, and if so out of neces-
sity. He was seemingly gruff, unlike the ar-
chetypal Caribbean cricketer of the era,
gamely as ever for a good joke or a drink.
“Why should I? Am I watching a circusora
comedy show? Fast bowling is a serious
business and I am very serious when I am
bowling,” he quips. He, though, is more gen-
erous with smiles these days. That's often
when he sees young fast bowlers in action.
“It fills me with joy, seeing genuine fast
bowlers go about their business these days.
They’re rare, but there are some exciting
ones. Like Jasprit Bumrah. He thrills me like
few other bowlers these days,” he says.

It's not just Bumrah’s unnerving pace or
his deceptive variations that excites
Roberts. But his bouncer, hurled with pin-
point vertical accuracy—varying some-
where between throat and lower rib—
demonstrating it is still possible to
intimidate without
transgressing this addi-
tion to the law.

“The bouncer,” he
uttersasif heis uttering
a magic word. “Lovely
bouncer, not too short,
not too high, not too far
from the body, not too
much into his body ei-
ther. That’s how a
bouncer should be,” he
notices, his hawkish
eyes glowing with a fra-
ternal pride.

The bouncer, of
course, is part of the
Roberts' myth. He’s a

bouncer connoisseur of

sorts —a bowler with a

good bouncer gets his 3
stamp of approval. T

“I love watching |

and thus skidding on that much quicker.
One of the latter variety felled Colin
Cowdrey and knocked out Ian Botham'’s
tooth.

“I remember those right in front of my
eyes, but it wasn’t a double bluff, as some
would say. It was a case of me experiment-
ing with different speeds, trajectories, re-
lease points, wrist and seam positions. Only
experiments I believe will bring evolution,”
he says.

There’s another existential reason, he
admits. “I never liked batsmen hooking me.
It made me angry,” he says, staring into the
vast, empty expanse of the stadium.

Roberts, thus, was the closest to a bowl-
ing alchemist, a pure fast-bowling intelli-
gentsia. No wonder then that his close
friend and bowling partner Michael
Holding once called him the deepest
thinker of the game. “Andy was always a
good thinker. We used to room together al-
most always and he helped me a lot when
[ first came into the team. He was always a
very serious cricketer. Always looking and
probing for wealme;:?j/;'lflolding had said.

It was a bond that'took off when ferry-
ing drinks for their respective teams in a
Shell Shield match in Sabina Park. “We al-
ways talked about bowling and nothing
else back then. It doesn’t mean that we did-
n’t talk anything else, but fast bowling was
our favourite topic of discussion. Some
cricketers say they don't talk cricket out of
the stadium. But we were always talking
and thinking about the game. It was the
bond that made us friends for life.”

They shared aroom on tours, and it was
in those rooms that they planned and plot-
ted wickets, “because we didn’t have the
luxury of video replays and had to rely on
just memory.”

Endearingly, Holding still credits
Roberts for his first Test wicket. Max Walker
¢ Richards b Holding.
“He was a bit down be-
cause he had bowled re-
ally fast in Brisbane and
didn’t get a wicket.”
Roberts says. “A few
catches were dropped
and he was feeling rest-
less. So I told him to put
every bit of energy into
one ball, preferably a
short ball on Max
Walker’s off stump. He
would look to defend
away from the body and
would get caught at
gully.”

It panned out exactly
as Roberts had planned,
and Holding had exe-
cuted. Beyond the obvi-
ous camaraderie, it
showed the visualisa-

good bouncers. The
other day I saw Jofra
(Archer) bowl one at
Steve Smith (in the sec-
ond Ashes Test). He
knocked him over. That
was a brute. The perfect
bouncer, [ would say. I
am looking forward to
watching him for real,”
he says, winking.

He, though, bounces out another per-
ception of his bowling, that his bouncers’
intention was to harm batsmen. “Never in
my life. I am a fast bowler and my only in-
tention was to get a wicket somehow. If the
batsmen got hit, it was his fault. The fault of
his technique. Not mine. I have bowled
bouncers to Sunny and Vishy, but they’d
never got hit. They never wore helmets ei-
ther. Why? They had good technique.
Franky, I got no thrill from seeing blood and
bruises. Besides I didn’t want to expend all
those energies just trying to hit abatsman,”
he points out.

The bouncer, though, was an insignia of
West Indies fast bowling supremacy at their
intimidating peak.

The bouncer myth and its deconstruc-
tion recurs. It's widely-storied that he had
two types of bouncers. The first could be
pulled or hooked if the batsman was skilful
but the second, which usually trails it, was
faster and straighter, delivered cross-seam,
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these days.”

“It fills me with joy, seeing
genuine fast bowlers go
about their business these
days. They're rare, but there
are some exciting ones. Like
Jasprit Bumrah. He thrills
me like few other bowlers

tion that went into his
bowling. “I would al-
ways be studying the
batsman and made
notes of them. I don’t
know if I would have
done the sameinthisera
of technology. But back
then it was all in the
mind,” he says.

But unlike Holding,
Roberts didn’t have a huge friend circle.
Holding was articulate, Roberts was reti-
cent, and reticence was often misinter-
preted and portrayed as an aloof man. A
story goes that he and Gordon Greenidge
shared a flat in London but hardly spoke.

“We were good friends, but [ was not
someone who always went out or build a
social circle. I always preserved my private
space,” he says.

Roberts was a teetotaler too — butit was
not because he always drank fruit juice but
because before playing first-class cricket,
he worked as a sales manager for a local
fruit beverage company. “You need money
man, and those days you hardly got any-
thing playing club cricket. And I was not too
keen on academics. Soldid a part-time job
with a company in Antigua,” he says.

He returns to the bouncer topic. “The
slower bouncer wasn’t bowled as what
people call these days a slower ball. It was
still around 85 mph. But the quicker one

If the batsmen got hit, it
was his fault. The fault of
his technique. Not mine. I
have bowled bouncers to
Sunny and Vishy, but
they’d never got hit. They
never wore helmets
either. Why? They had
good technique.”

“I love watching good
bouncers. The other day I
saw Jofra (Archer) bowl
one at Steve Smith (in the
second Ashes Test). He
knocked him over. That
was a brute. The perfect
bouncer, l would say. I am
looking forward to
watching him for real.”

used to be around 90 miles or more. [ would
rather call the second ball as quicker than
(devalue) the first as the slower ball. Yes, |
used to bowl at different speeds. But never
aslower ball,” he firmly clarifies. The myth
about Roberts just keeps getting larger.

Avillage fast bowler like his grandfather.
It's all Roberts wanted to be while growing
up in the idyllic countryside of Urlings, a
fishing harbour with a population of a few
thousands. His aspiration was coloured by
stories of his grandfather, a terrorising fast
bowler who broke a few stumps every day.
His uncle, he says, was a good bowler him-
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self, before he shifted to the UK, as was
common those days. His mother didn’t
want him to play the game — she wanted
him to study — but the harder she tried to
pull him away from the game, the more at-
tached to the game he became.

There was no escaping the lurking
shadow of his grandfather. “I saw people
respecting him, narrating stories of his
bowling. So hearing all that, I thought I
wanted to be like him. Also, in the village, it
was a proud thing to be a good fast bowler.
People respect you if you are a good man.
But they respected you even more if you
were a fast bowler. So right from my child-
hood, my ambition was to be the best fast
bowler in the village,” Roberts recollects.

His ambition was limited not only be-
cause he was still a child then but also be-
cause there didn’t exist the concept of a na-
tion. Antigua was still under British rule and
the Leeward and Windward Islands hadn’t
formed a team. Competitive cricket was
only played between parishes and was pre-
dominantly a white man's game. But the
allure of the game throbbed, filling up lazy
countryside evenings. Sometimes wind-
ball cricket. Sometimes with shaven tennis
balls. With whatever we got to bowl with.
Butit was big, a daily carnival and compet-
itive. The quality was high and several of
them had the ability to play international
cricket,” he says.

It's where Roberts learned the essence
of fast bowling — for there were no coaches,

other than some of the old-timers who still
hung around, who gave a tip or two. Most
of his art, thus, was self-learnt, even after
he became an international bowler.

“I had just six months of coaching
when I and Viv went to the Alf Gover
School (in Wandsworth, south London). I
didn’t learn much about technique there.
But I learned that you never really stop
learning about fast bowling. I realised I
need to work on a few basics. He also
taught me more about control and the
theory of bowling more side-on. I was very
open-chested in those days."

Later, during his stint with Hampshire,
when the idea of a fearsome pace quartet
had not even germinated, he read in a
newspaper about Fred Trueman’s observa-
tion that if he could keep the arm higher
during release, he could develop an out-
swinger, the one weapon that was not in
his armoury.

“I'had never thought about it until I read
it.IthoughtIhad enough in my bag. But the
out-swinger not only made me a better
bowler but kept me in the game even after
[ had to reduce my pace towards the end of
my career. There are several such instances
in my career when I kept my eyes and ears
open to pick little things about my bowling.
It has been my way since I first touched the
leather ball,” Roberts says.

The first time he touched a leather ball
was when he was around 15. “It was heavy.
But I liked the feel of it. Nothing looks as
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beautiful as a shining new ball under the
sun. You touch it and you feel you are some-
one special. You get a kind of swagger. It
must be the same feeling when a police-
man gets a gun,” he says.

It took Roberts several years to master
the little devil, as he calls it. But having
played with different balls turned out to be
beneficial in hindsight. “If you become
adaptive at a young age, you remain adap-
tive throughout your life, to different situ-
ations and circumstances. Several things |
did with the cricket ball went back to the
wind-ball and tennis-ball games. Like my
pace — with the tennis ball, you have to put
every ounce of energy into the ball. With
the wind-ball, which never bounced much,
you had to really hit the ground hard to
make it bounce. And in tennis-ball cricket,
you don’t look to bowl every ball quick. A
lot of deliveries of average speed and then
a quick one. It surprised batsmen. I have
used a lot of that in Test cricket,” he says.

When he was not playing cricket,
Roberts was with his father and uncles har-
bour-fishing. He still does on Sundays. After
retiring, he bought two fishing boats catch-
ing snapper in the cobalt blue waters be-
tween Antigua and Barbuda. “Who told you
this story? Yeah fishing, like cricket, was a
passion. I still do,” he says. “For the good
part of my cricketing career, I couldn’t go
fishing. So this was it, my time to go to the
roots.” The batsmen once fled from him,
now it’s the turn of the fish.
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World jr gold to senior final in one month, Deepak comes of age

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

IN THE rustic humour that is typical to the
region, the kids at Chhara village in Jhajjar,
Haryana, teasingly called Deepak Punia ketli.
A tea pot. “Deepak was plump. You know
how children are at that age...they were all 7,
8 years old,” the wrestler’s childhood coach
Virender Dalal says. “They started calling him
ketli... woh chai waali.” The nickname has
stayed ever since.

On Saturday, the 20-year-old who was
once mocked for being overweight ended
India’s dubious record in heavyweight cate-
gories at the World Championships, becom-
ing the first wrestler to reach the final in these
classes. His remarkable show at the World
Championships in Astana also earned him
an 86-kg quota for next year’s Olympics.

Deepak, in fact, is only the fifth Indian
wrestler to enter the final of a World
Championship (others being Bishambar
Singh in 57kg, 1967; Sushil Kumar in 66 kg,
2010; Amit Dahiya in 55 kg, 2013; and
Bajrang Punia in 65kg, 2018). The wrestler,
who last month became India’s first junior
world champion in 18 years, now has a
chance to end the country’s 9-year wait for
a senior gold.

But for that, Deepak will have to beat
Iran’s Hassan Yazdani, who is one of the best
wrestlers of this generation. Yazdani won
the Olympic gold in the 74 kg category in

GAURAV BHATT
SEPTEMBER 21

GOOD THINGS come in small packages. But
all good things must come to an end.

Amit Panghal’s almost fable-like, giant-
killing run came to an end against reigning
52kg Olympic champion Shakhobidin
Zoirov of Uzbekistan in the World
Championship final on Saturday. There are
reasons to hearten India’s only male World
silver-medallist, not least of which is the fact
that he has seemingly vanquished Hasanboy
Dusmatov, the other Uzbeki reigning
Olympic champion (albeitin 49kg) and long
the boogeyman for Indian boxers. That
Uzbekistan had to call upon Zoirov, who had
already moved on to the greener pastures of
pro-boxing, is a moral victory for Panghal
and a testament to the competition in the
52kg category.

There are talks of the bout being too close
to be judged unanimously for the Uzbek.
Two judges giving the close second round
to Zoirov could be questioned, if we are split-
ting hairs. How is one judge scoring it for
Zoirov any different from five independently
adjudging him to be the winner?

There are lessons to be learnt from
Panghal’s run to the final.

Firstly, Panghal would always startas an
underdog. At 5'3”, he is small for the divi-
sion. Butit’s to his credit that Panghal is con-
stantly devising plan to even the odds
against taller opponents. If the Asian
Championships was about cutting in for
quick combos and lunging out, the Worlds
campaign displayed his shrewdness in con-
trolling the distance and sharpened tools
such as the overhand left and step jabs.

Barring an abnormally late growth spurt,
Panghal can’t change his size. He can how-
ever work on the style. Studying your oppo-
nent and making plans on the fly is com-
mendable. But every Sherlock has his
Moriarty. Inleaving it till too late, there’s al-
ways the risk of a tight second or third round
going against you.

“My plan was that I would play counter
in the first round, but I lost that one,” Panghal
said after the bout. “In the second and third
round I thought I was attacking well and
landing clear shots.”

While his corner prompted him to move
ahead, Panghal stayed back fishing for coun-
ters. The ploy didn’t work on the day, against
a boxer willing to take his time too. In the
second, when he attacked with combina-
tions, he looked the better boxer. High per-
formance director Santiago Nieva, at his
most animated, tried to fire Panghal up in
the second break. “You have to go close, put
pressure. Don’t go crazy to the head from the
distance. Body, head, head, body. Amit you're
so much stronger. He has no chance, you're
faster. If you exchange with him, he has no
chance,” Nieva bellowed.

Panghal reciprocated, initiating feisty
(and at times, sloppy) exchanges with Zoirov
in what was eventually a tight third round.
Perhaps the verdict could've been closer had
Panghal come out blasting in the first round.

Southpaw vs southpaw

Panghal was also squaring up against a
fellow southpaw for the second bout in a
row, after the tight 3-2 win over
Kazakhstan’s Saken Bibossinov in the semi-
final. Panghal had troubled orthodox box-
ers with his sharp angles. But the unfamiliar-
ity a southpaw faces against a fellow lefty is
understated. In both bouts, especially on
Saturday, Panghal overextended with his jab
to the head and straight left and was coun-
tered by left and right hooks coming over
his punches.

Allin all, it's been a crazy 18 months for
Panghal, who has gone from an exciting
light-flyweight to almost a world-beater fly-
weight. With experience, Panghal could only
get better. And that’s a scary thought. He is,
after all, still only 23.

Childhood coach Anil Dhankar says: “I
made this prediction to another boxer when
[ laid my eyes on Amit. He had that spunk
that I knew he would do something. World

]

Rio 2016 and followed it with a top-place
finish in the 86 kg category at the 2017
Worlds in Paris.

It will, in a way, be fitting if Deepak pulls
off an upset to be crowned the world cham-
pion. For, he comes from the same akhara as
the last wrestler to achieve that feat, Sushil
Kumar, who is also one of his mentors.

Before he arrived at the Chhatrasal
Stadium in 2015, though, Deepak was just a
happy-go-lucky teen who spent his time
grappling — be it with fellow trainees at the
local academy in Chhara, or the rotis at home.
“His two favourite things are wrestling and
eating,” Dalal, 47, says. “He would even finish
all the food that would be left over by other
trainees at the academy.”

Since 1995, Dalal has been running an
academy in the middle of farmlands in
Chhara, teaching techniques and passing on
the knowledge he inherited from his guru
Udey Chand, independent India’s first World
Wrestling Championship medalist (1961,
bronze in 67kg). Bajrang, who won bronze
on Friday, spent his formative years at this
akhara, Dalal says (from 2003 to 2008).
“Irrespective of the career they choose, ya-
han har aadmi ek baar langot zaroor bandhta
hai,” Dalal says.

Not all of them do. And certainly not
Deepak’s father Subhash, a prosperous
farmer with abooming dairy business. From
dawn to noon, Punia Sr would be at the fam-
ily’s farm, a 10-acre land where they culti-
vate multiple crops. Post lunch, till late night,
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Deepak Punia will face Iran’s Hassan Yazdani in the 86 kg final on Sunday.

he would travel almost 50km to deliver milk
to residential areas in the outskirts of Delhi.
“Everyday, I used to deliver 300 litres of milk.
At first, I used to ride a bicycle for 30 minutes
to reach a railway station and then take a
train to Delhi. Later,  got myself a motorbike,”
Subhash, 49, says.

The long working hours gave Subhash
very little time to pursue his passion:
wrestling. “So, I decided to make my son a
wrestler,” he says. The Punia family farms are

adjacent to Dalal’s academy. Deepak walked
through the academy’s gates when he was
five and since then, he has barely gone home.
“Even though his house was not very far
away, Deepak stayed at the academy. He sur-
rounded himself with wrestling — all his
friends were wrestlers, spoke endlessly
about the sport and later on, watched videos
on loop,” Dalal says.

Bigger than other children of his age,
Deepak was made to train with the elder

Second best

Amit Panghal settles for silver, India’s first in men’s world boxing c’ships, after he goes down fighting in the flyweight final
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wrestlers who were heavier than him. Like
most wrestlers in this category, Deepak was-
n’tquick. But his strength and counterattacks
stood out even back then. Given the dearth of
quality heavyweight wrestlers, coupled with
the promise he showed, Deepak progressed
rapidly and in 2015, he joined Chhatrasal —an
academy that is considered a stepping stone to
national and international tournaments.

“Ihave never interfered with his wrestling;
that has been left to the coaches - Virender,
Mahabali Satpal Singh and Sushil pehelwan.
My only responsibility was to ensure he con-
tinues to get nutritious food,” Subhash says.

So, Subhash stopped his dairy business.
His daily trips to Delhi continued, but these
would be todeliver food to his son. The heavy-
weight wrestler’s everyday staple, according
to his father, includes 3 litre cow milk, 250
grams ghee, 250 grams white butter and ap-
proximately 2kg curd. “Did you see his bouts
on Saturday? How do you think he gets such
strength?” Subhash asks. “It's because of the
quality of food he eats and the right training
he has been getting since he was 5.”

The luck of the draw favoured Deepak; he
just had to overcome a tricky opening bout
against home favourite Adilet Davlymbayen
to get a relatively easy route to the medal
rounds. The Kazakh tried multiple tricks to
unsettle the Indian — including poking him
once, for which he was warned. It worked, too,
as Davlymbayen raced to a 5-0 lead.

But Deepak showed composure that be-
lied his years as he levelled the score with

Amit Panghal got into his groove in the second round, but a poor start and a not-so-strong finish cost him the 52-kg final against Shakhobidin Zoirov of Uzbekistan.

Panghal poses with his silver medal.

silver is a big deal. But Mary had won five
World Championships. India only woke up
to her after her Olympics medal. That’s the
target for Amit too now.”

On a somewhat related note, it would be
fascinating to see how Mary Kom does at next
month’s women’s world championships.
Mary has collected six world gold medals, but
all have come at48kg or less. (She did win the
Olympic bronze at 51kg). In Russia, the 36-
year-old will deal with bonafide 51kg con-
tenders. They’'d be taller, younger and will
have better reach advantage. Perhaps there’s
something to be learnt for everyone by
watching Mary deal with the ordeal.

As for Amit Panghal, he has already
boldly gone where no Indian man had gone
before. Some calibrations and a strong per-
formance at the Olympic qualifiers, and he
could do it all over again in Tokyo.

Worlds not enough, Panghal eyes Olympics

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

HEIS the first to a historic milestone in Indian
boxing but there was a time when Amit
Panghal would come in last. The last to knock
on the training halls, the last to report back
from camp leaves. The pint-sized dynamo
from Rohtak became the first Indian male
boxer to claim a silver medal at the World
Championships, which concluded in
Ekaterinburg, Russia on Saturday.

Panghal (52kg), an Asian Games and
Asian Championships gold-medallist, re-
called with hearty laughter the times he
“frustrated” coaches with his approach,
which meant carefree to him but reckless
to them.

“It’s true, I used to leave the camp on
weekends (off days), I just didn’t have the
patience. The coaches used to be furious at
me but then that was me at that time. We
just didn’t have enough chhutti (holidays)
and I was always tempted to make the
most of whatever I could manage,” the 23-
year-old Indian Armyman said.

“Oh, we used to be so frustrated with
him. He wouldn’t come back from leave on
time, wouldn’t show up for training on
time. But then he had this amazing eye-
catching game, we just couldn’t have given
up on him despite the indiscipline,” re-
called national coach C A Kuttappa.

The time they speak of was 2016, and a
year later Panghal made quite a statement
with a bronze medal on debut in the Asian
Championships.

“I am so grateful to the coaches who
didn’t give up on me. Because of their pa-
tience, | began taking my game more seri-
ously and there came a time when I went
home just once a month, that too after the
coaches would tell me to take a break,”
Panghal said.

But old habits die hard and Kuttappa,
who fondly calls Panghal bacchu (child),
revealed that even at the just-concluded
world championship Panghal showed up
late once for a training session.

“I told him to pay 1000 bucks and only
then we would let him in,” he said with a
chuckle.

Panghal couldn’t help laughing about it
either but he also pointed out a major
change in his approach.

“Now I am the last to leave the training
hall. Everyone leaves but I keep at it, I force
them (the coaches) to be with me even on
off days for training. They tell me ‘bas kar
yaar, hum jaa rahe hain ab’. My attitude to
training has changed quite a lot but even
now | am harassing coaches,” he quipped.

“Earlier, Ilwould leave (the training hall)
without even cooling off but |am more pa-
tient now. [ wait for my body to adapt be-
fore signing off. I adhere to the procedure
with sincerity now,” he added.

Speaking of adapting, Panghal has had
to make major adjustments to excel in the
52kg category after a stellar run in the 49kg
division. During the transition, he candidly
confessed that he was unsure about how
the change would pan out for him.

“It hasn’t been as difficult as I first
thought. But it has taken time for me to fit
in,” he said. “Abhi bhi kahaan itna adjust-
ment huwa hai (I haven’t adjusted com-
pletely).1am only 65 to 70 per cent there in
realising my full potential. | have managed
to add power in my punches to negate the
height disadvantage. It’s crucial because |
am mostly up against taller guys. But [ am
still a work in progress,” he added.

Panghal prefers to be humble about his
achievements, including unprecedented con-
secutive gold medals at the Strandja Memorial
-- one of Europe’s oldest and most fiercely
competitive tournaments. He prefers to de-
scribe his phenomenal rise since 2017 a com-
bination of some luck and loads of hard work.

But Kuttappa said there is more than
just luck and hard work working in the
diminutive pugilist’s favour. “He is incred-
ibly clever. He improvises without being
told to,” the Dronacharya awardee said. “In
his mind, he always has a plan B,” he added.

The worlds high behind him, Panghal
has already shifted his gaze to the next tar-
get. “I am looking forward to securing my
place in the Olympics next, it will be an-
other first for me.”

two quick takedowns. Ultimately, the tie was
decided after Kazakhstan challenged a call
that went against them when scores were 7-
7. The challenge was unsuccessful, which
meant Davlymbayen was penalised a point,
which helped Deepak clinch the bout.

He defeated Tajikistan’s Bakhodur
Kodirov rather easily, 6-0, and then staged
another spectacular comeback against
Colombia’s Carlos Arturo Mendez in the
quarterfinal. With a minute remaining in the
bout, Deepak was trailing 6-3. But two quick
counterattacking moves in the dying mo-
ments helped him score four points and win
the thrilling encounter 7-6.

With that win, a quota was sealed for the
Tokyo Olympics. But Deepak wasn’t content
with that. “When I last spoke to him, two
days ago, he had said he would win the quota
with amedal,” Subhash says. And his proph-
esy proved right.

He outclassed Switzerland’s Stefan
Reichmuth 8-2 in the semifinal to set up a fi-
nal showdown with Yazdani, who has won
all titles there are to win.

Dalal, though, is cautiously optimistic.
“One of the ways we test young wrestlers at
our academy is by taking them to dangals to
seeif they get afraid because of the ruthless-
ness of it,” Dalal says. “Deepak was one of the
few who did not flinch. Size or reputation has
never bothered him. His nickname as a kid
was ketli. Today, I would call him fearless.”

Incidentally, that’s what Yazdani is called
too. Fearless.

Three people
die after
Gill’s rally
car hits a
motorcycle

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BARMER, SEPTEMBER 21

Three people, including a minor, were
killed after Arjun awardee rally driver
Gaurav Gill’s car hit a motorcycle during a
National Rally Championship race here on
Saturday.

Gill, who became the first motorsport
driver to be conferred the Arjuna award
earlier this year, has sustained injuries in
his ribs and is also facing respiratory prob-
lems due to the crash during the
Maxperience Rally, Round Three of the
FMSCI  Indian  National  Rally
Championship (INRC).

He has been kept under observation but
is learnt to be out of danger.

The deceased Narendra, his wife Pushpa
and their young son Jitendra were killed on
the spot. The Rally has been called off due
to the incident.

‘Gaurav’s was the first car on
Stage 1.He was driving ata
speed of 145kmph while taking
a sharp left turn and within 5m-
10m, collided with the
motorcycle, Vamsi Merla,
promoter of INRC, said.
Narendra, his wife Pushpa and
their young son Jitendra were
killed on the spot.

“Gaurav’s was the first car on Stage 1. He
was driving at a speed of 145kmph while
taking a sharp left turn and within 5m-
10m, collided with the motorcycle, which
was right on the middle of the road,” Vamsi
Merla, promoter of INRC, said on Saturday.

“Gaurav tried his best to pull the brakes
but because of the speed, but he was un-
able to do anything,” he added.

The INRC promoter alleged that despite
repeated warnings highlighting the closure
of the road during competition, the vil-
lagers broke the barricades put in place.

“We had been giving warning about the
road closure to the villagers for the past 15
days. There were field marshals but one of
the deceased (Narendra) argued with them
and when the marshals were looking away,
the man broke the barricade and entered
the track,” he said.

“It was an unfortunate incident that
took place despite all the safety measures
being in place,” ] Prithiviraj, president of
FMSCI said.

“We extend our deepest condolences to
the bereaved family. The entire motor-
sports fraternity stands with them in their
grief,” he added.

Gaurav Gill became the first
motorsport driver to be conferred the
Arjuna award earlier this year.




"23\ SPORT

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COI\I/I

THE SUNDAY EXPRESS, SEPTEMBER 22,2019

Jaydeyv,
veteran
administrator
Niranjan’s son,
i1s SCA Prez

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER 21

A DYNASTIC reign will be in place at the
Saurashtra Cricket Association (SCA)as Jaydev
Shah, son of veteran administrator Niranjan
Shah, was elected unopposed as its new pres-
ident on Saturday. Niranjan, a former secre-
tary of the Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI), has been an officer-bearer of the SCA
for four decades.

Jaydev, a former Saurashtra captain, re-
tired from all forms of the game in December
2018. He played 120 first-class games, of
which he led the team in 110. Niranjan can-
not contest for the post of an office bearer as
heis over 70 years, the age limit, and his long
stint as an administrator means he falls foul
of the tenure-related cap. Jaydev, 36, pointed
to the fact that he won unopposed as a testa-
ment to the good work his father has done
over the years.

“You tell me one thing which my father has
done wrong, Is there any allegation on financial
fraud during his tenure?, Jaydev said.

He also added that his experience as a for-
mer cricketer will help him understand the
needs of the players. “Being a former player my-
self, it will help me when it comes to matters
related to cricket and players. My father toowas
a Ranji Trophy cricketer and it helped him too
when he was an administrator,” Jaydev said.

Former media manager Himanshu Shah
hasbeen elected as the secretary. Niranjan be-
came the SCA secretary in 1972 and held on to
the post for over four decades till the Lodhare-
forms, accepted by the Supreme Court, ren-
dered himineligible. Shah s disqualified onall
counts - he had been an office-bearer at the
SCA for over nine years and he is also above 70
years of age.

The BCCI constitution, as approved by the
apex court, says a person “shall be disqualified
from being an office-bearer/member of the
Governing Council/any Committee” if he/she
“has attained the age of 70 years; has been an
office-bearer of the BCCI for a cumulative pe-
riod of 9years or of a State Association fora cu-
mulative period of 9 years”.

The apex court has clarified that the com-
bined tenure of an office-bearer could be “9+9”
- nine years in the BCCI and nine years in the
state association, with the required cooling-off
period in between. Blood relatives taking over
the reins of a state unit is likely to happen in
another association too as the Tamil Nadu
Cricket Association is going to have N
Srinivasan’s daughter Rupa Gurunath as the
next state association president. Her candida-
ture would be made official after the TNCA’s
executive committee meeting on Monday, a
top TNCA official confirmed.

Ganguly files nomination

Sourav Ganguly is set to be re-elected un-
opposed as the Cricket Association of Bengal
(CAB) president at the state association’s forth-
coming annual general meeting on September
28.Ganguly, along with his five-member panel,
filed his nomination on Saturday, but as per
the existing BCCland CAB constitution, he can
hold office till July 2020, when he will com-
plete six years at a stretch as an office-bearer,
before going through a mandatory three-year
cooling-off period. Ganguly became the CAB
presidentin 2015.

Goal rush

City’s Silva scores his first top-flight hat-trick as Pep’s men demolish Watford 8-0; Leicester pip Tottenham
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Manchester City’s Sergio Agureo (centre) celebrates with teammates Bernardo Silva and David Silva after scoring the side’s second goal. Reuters

ASSOCIATED PRESS
SEPTEMBER 21

WITH HIS team leading 5-0 after 18 min-
utes and threatening Premier League scor-
ing records, Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola sat with his arms folded in his
dugout and might even have looked a lit-
tle guilty. Whether it's in the FA Cup final
or just a run-of-the mill league game,
Watford just does not know how to handle
the most free-scoring team in England.

City ended up romping to an 8-0 win on
Saturday, falling just short of the heaviest
margin of victory in the Premier League era
(since 1992), Manchester United's 9-0 win
over Ipswich in 1995.

It came four months after City beat
Wiatford 6-0 in the FA Cup final at Wembley
Stadium to complete an unprecedented
domestic treble last season. The previous
season, Guardiola's team won 6-0 at
Watford's Vicarage Road.

“If you let five in in 20 minutes, you fear
the worst. You think cricket scores,"
Wiatford goalkeeper Ben Foster said after
the club's heaviest league loss in its 138-
year history. “They are without doubt the
best team [ have ever played against. We
were poor, didn'tlay a glove on them but at
times it was breathtaking watching them."

Bernardo Silva scored his first profes-
sional hat trick and there were also goals
for David Silva, Sergio Aguero, Riyad
Mahrez, Nicolas Otamendi and Kevin De
Bruyne at Etihad Stadium. Disappointingly
for City's fans or those hoping to see records
tumble, City only scored once in the final
half-hour of an embarrassingly one-sided
match. It was the best goal of the match,

Experience saves the day for
France against Argentina

REUTERS
SEPTEMBER 21

FRANCE'S YOUNG guns gave 'les Bleus' a ro-
bust first-half lead in their Rugby World Cup
opener against Argentina on Saturday but,
when the going got tough, it was cool-
headed experience that saved the day.

The French, sparked by the likes of 20-
year-old Romain Ntamack at flyhalf, 22-year-
olds Damian Penaud on the wing and Antoine
Dupont at scrumhalf, had pushed the score-
line to 20-3 at the break and the match looked
safely in their hands. But after the Pumas
staged a furious fightback to take a21-201ead,
late French replacement Camille Lopez coolly
sent adrop-kick just over the crossbar to seal
the match and save French blushes.

"We know that every game of a Rugby
World Cup is tough. We had the experience
to finish the game and they did really, really
well,” Ntamack said of the team's substitu-
tions. "It was a really, really tough game. We
knew we'd face a really strong Argentina
team and after a stressful game we're happy
to have won here."

The French went into their Pool C open-
ing match against the Pumas knowing the
loser would likely have to beat group
favourites England to have a chance at ad-
vancing to the quarter-finals.

But head coach Jacques Brunel opted to
start Ntamack, with just eight caps to his
name, over the 30-year-old Lopez. Ntamack
remained on the pitch and switched to cen-
tre when Lopez came in as flyhalf, showing
Brunel's faith in the young Toulouse player.

Ntamack, whose father Emile was part of

the French side that reached the World Cup fi-
nalin 1999, made an instant impact with two
conversions and two penalties in the first half,
though he missed a late penalty that would
have given his side more breathing room.

Of the 10 tier-one nations in the 2019
Rugby World Cup, France have the youngest
squad, followed by Argentina, suggesting the
future is bright for both sides, regardless of
how the rest of Japan 2019 plays out.

‘Excellent leader’

Scotland's Stuart McInally has the lead-
ership qualities and backing within the team
to remain as skipper over the long term, vice-
captain Greig Laidlaw said on Saturday.

Scotland coach Gregor Townsend named
MclInally as his captain when announcing his
31-man squad for the Rugby World Cup in
Japan, arguing the 29-year-old Edinburgh
hooker had a calming influence which
brought the best out of his teammates.

"He has been an excellent leader. He does
his leadership on the field, he has the full
backing of the team and we respect him,"
Laidlaw, who has led the national team a
record 39 times, told reporters ahead of
Sunday's Pool A encounter against Ireland.

"It is good to have a fresher voice, some-
one newer to the role. He is going to do a fan-
tastic job, both now and for years to come.

"Itis up to the leaders around him -- my-
self included -- to give him the support he
needs." Turning his attention to top-ranked
Ireland, Laidlaw said Scotland could ill afford
to lose focus in the teams' opener at
Yokohama, pointing to their 13-22 Six
Nations defeat by Joe Schmidt's side in
February.

though—a powerful drive from De Bruyne
into the roof of the net. In the final minutes,
City's fans urged their team forward, even
roaring “Shoot!" when goalkeeper Ederson
had the ball.

“What I like the most is normally when
it's 5-0 at halftime, the second half is not se-
rious, it's boring," Guardiola said. “But we
did the opposite and we were more aggres-
sive and made a very good second half.”

It was the perfect reaction from the
champions to last weekend's surprising 3-
2 loss at Norwich, the first defeat of their
title defense which had left them five
points behind Liverpool. Consider this a
warning to Liverpool, which visits Chelsea
on Sunday.

Marginal calls

Tottenham was on the good side of a
tight VAR call in a 2-2 draw at Man City this
season. Mauricio Pochettino's team was
on the receiving end of one in a 2-1 loss
against Leicester on Saturday. Tottenham
was ahead courtesy of a first-half strike by
Harry Kane when Serge Aurier drove a de-
flected shot into the bottom corner, seem-
ingly giving the visitors a 2-0 lead at King
Power stadium.

However, after a lengthy stoppage as
the video assistant referee took a forensic
look at whether Son Heung-min was off-
side by millimeters in the buildup, the goal
was ruled out. In Leicester's next attack,
Ricardo Pereira scored with a deflected fin-
ish to make it 1-1 in the 69th minute and
James Maddison completed Leicester's
comeback by scoring from outside the area
in the 85th.

“It's what happens with VAR _you have
to get your head round it," Leicester man-

KEY RESULTS

CITY 8 WATFORD 0
(Silva (1",

Agiiero (7' pen),

Mahrez(12"),

Bernardo Silva

(15',48',60"),

Otamendi (18"),

De Bruyne (85')

LEICESTER 2
Ricardo Pereira
(69'minutes),
Maddison
(85'minutes)

TOTTENHAM 1

Kane
(29'minutes)

ager Brendan Rodgers said. Leicester
moved up to third place, two points behind
Man City.

Norwich slump

While Man City was bouncing back
from a shock loss, the team that inflicted it
slumped to a miserable defeat of its own a
week on. Norwich conceded two goals in
the first half to striker Chris Wood and lost
2-0 at Burnley “We always knew this
would be tougher than Manchester City,"
Norwich defender Ben Godfrey said.
“Burnley are tough to play against."”

One shot on target. Two goals. Three
points for Sheffield United. They were the
galling statistics Everton was staring at fol-
lowing a 2-0 loss at Goodison Park to a pro-
moted club which hasn't lost away since
mid-January. “It was just a ridiculous
game," Sheffield United manager Chris
Wilder said. “That's possibly the worst

we've played all season." Everton had a
supposedly benign run of fixtures to start
the season but has only come away with
seven points from six games, with City vis-
iting next week. Sheffield United has one
point more.

Zidane unfazed

Real Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane says
he is paying no attention to heavy criticism
aimed at him after the 3-0 defeat by Paris
St Germain in the Champions League and is
not bothered that Spanish media continue
to link Jose Mourinho with his job.

Real were up against an under-strength
PSG side on Wednesday missing Neymar,
Edinson Cavani and Kylian Mbappe but
produced a pitiful display, failing to regis-
ter a shot on target in a Champions League
game for the first time in 16 years.

"I'm not interested in what is said out-
side the club, the day I pay attention to
what's in the press is the day I leave,”
Zidane told a news conference on Saturday
ahead of Real's visit to early La Liga leaders
Sevilla on Sunday. "I feel in a strong posi-
tion and I never give up. [ will keep trying
until the last minute and as long as the club
will give me the chance to continue.Idon't
feel questioned at all."

Spanish media have reported that Real
president Florentino Perez would be keen
to recruit former coach Mourinho, cur-
rently without a club, should Zidane be re-
lieved of his duties.

"I'm not bothered by the Mourinho
speculation,” added the French coach, who
led Real to three consecutive Champions
League titles before resigning in 2018 but
has only won seven out of 16 games since
returning to the club in March.

India eye
clean slate

ahead of
Test series

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 21

VIRAT KOHLI'S familiar exuberance and pep
talks drowned the chatter around Rishabh Pant
as India prepared to play South Africa in the
third T20 International here on Sunday, seek-
ing a 2-0 series verdict.

The comprehensive seven-wicket victory
in the second game, which was built on the
back of a fine comeback by the bowlers and a
Kohli masterclass, is history now and the team
is looking for another commanding perform-
ance before the Test series gets underway. The
opener in Dharamsala was a washout. Against
afairly new-look South African side that seems
to lack the resources required to counter the
home team's firepower, India will surely fancy
their chances of an encore, at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium.

Embattled wicketkeeper-batsman Pant
could not deliver in the last match and as he
continues to struggle with the bat, he remains
under scrutiny. Pant has divided opinions --
many questioned his temperament, shot-se-
lection and the resultant slump in form -—-while
others refused to be harsh on him considering
the talent that he possesses.

The 21-year-old could be boosted by words
of encouragement from legends such as Sunil
Gavaskar,who hasalso stated that the time has
come for India to look beyond Mahendra Singh
Dhoni, with little more than a year left for the
T20 World Cup in Australia.

But the Pant sub-plot is unlikely to signifi-
cantly impact the Indians' prospects in the fi-
nal game of what effectively became a two-
match affair after the washout in the hill town.
The South Africans had no answer to Kohli's
batting at Mohali's IS Bindra Stadium in the
second T20I, and with the next game being
hosted at a ground where he is too familiar
with, the Indian captain will be eyeing another
good outing.

But before Kohli, his deputy Rohit Sharma
and Shikhar Dhawan will be standing up to the
Kagiso Rabada-led pace attack with optimism,
the size of the ground only aiding stroke-mak-
ers like the two openers.

The terrific Indian trio could again be a
thornin the Proteas' flesh, with Rohit especially
looking to make up after failing to translate his
start into a big knock in Mohali.

India skipper Virat Kohli at the training
session at Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru on Saturday. P11

Rookies rule

Speed, skill and sizzling creativity in flashes
of brilliance helped the All Blacks negate the
hustle and muscle and relentless physicality
around the ruck of the Springboks accord-
ing to stuff.co.nz. Going for their third straight
world title (15th successive WC win, having
last lost in 2007), NZ beat close contenders
South Africa 23-13, though the Boks coach
raised his brow high up the spectacles,
frowning uponabunch of penalties awarded
to the ABs. Stuff.co.nz, however, reckoned it
was the unheralded ABs rookie wings Sevu
Reece and George Bridge who have just 10
tests between them who broke the shackles
of South Africa's rush defence and crushed
thelife out of the big, bad Boks who had been
building ominously in the second quarter.
Bridge scored the first try, and the Barrett
brothers followed. Describing the opener, the
website said, "The contributions to Bridge's
first try were many and splendid, from
Smith's superb long pass to create the space,
Mo'unga's pinpoint kick-pass to Reece, the
young wing's goose-stepping acceleration
to create the opening, Smith's wonderful
support line, Savea's tremendous workrate to
get up and carry it on and, finally, Beauden
Barrett's devastating dab and offload for the
Bridge crossing. Wow. Just wow." The wings
released the ABs from Boks' stifling defence,
and then they regally flew.

Turbocharged Kolbe

UK's Telegraph summed up the resilient
All Black defense by writing, "The back-to-
back world champion All Blacks fended off
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New Zealand’s George Bridge
scores their first try. Reuters

everything a turbocharged Cheslin Kolbe and
the Springboks could throw at them." The
beauty of an action lies in its finishing, but
Telegraph couldn't help but gush (before the
splash of reality), saying, "Toulouse speed
merchant Kolbe stormed, stalked and
danced his way through, round and over the
All Blacks defence — but crucially could not
quite provide a finish." The sensational wing
might even have sustained a possible legin-
jury to compound Bok woes. But there was
no denying that Kolbe lit up the Yokohama

RUGGER THAT

M Talismanic Irish playmaker Jonny
Sexton, World Rugby Player of the
Year in 2018, is who the Irish game
will revolve around especially with
the Scots seeing targets on him front
and back of his shirt.

M Winger Jacob Stockdale has had a
blistering start to his international
career running a staggering 16 tries
from only 21 caps. He forms the
Irish back three with Jordan
Larmour and Andrew Comway for
the Celts.

M Scotland have Stuart Hogg and
Stuart McInally and Greig Laidlaw as
inspirational players. A World Cup
hero's turn is awaited.

paddock from the moment he first latched
onto the ball. Kolbe would sizzle past the
black shirts like a spark moving around an
electric circuit, maybe hog possession a tad
too long but it was difficult to figure if his
teammates struggled to keep pace to receive
the offloads or Kolbe believed he could do it
all on his own. Richie Mo'unga did more than
just kick this afternoon. "Kolbe bobbed,
weaved and sneaked round defenders time
and again at the death, but to no avalil," the
paper said while adding the fast-rising star

Tackling physicality with precision: How All Blacks tamed Boks

In a battle of the heavyweights, two rookie wingers released New Zealand from South Africa’s defence and helped them fly. Here’s what worked for
the two-time defending champions, and what didn’t for their challengers, in the first big clash of the Rugby World Cup

has the potential to be the most destructive
player in this competition.

Ireland take on Scotland

Ireland are ranked No 1 in the world in
the slipstream of a tremendous 2018 when
they beat the All Blacks, won a test series
against the Wallabies and lit up the Six
Nations. Then came the hammering at
Twickenham — their biggest margin loss to
England, and suddenly Joe Schmidt's team
seemed to have peaked a year early and
thoroughly figured out. After the 57-15
drubbing, captain Rory Best had stated,
"That's not the standard we hold ourselves
to. Quite frankly it's hard to describe it with-
out using a lot of profanity.” On Sunday, the
Irish start out against Scotland (themselves
semifinalists in 1991 with Gavin Hastings
kicking but not much thereafter), hoping to
better their 6-quarterfinal stammer.
Scotland, rich on experience with a com-
bined 630 caps, do like to make life difficult
for Ireland with their chop tackling, but can
be bulldozed with physicality and worn
down with waves and waves of fanning at-
tacks. Ireland potentially face Group B
smackers All Blacks or Springboks in quar-
ters. But there's Scotland and a nightmar-
ish last sixmonths to put to rest, before they
even start thinking ahead. Scotland play
high tempo attacking, while Schmidt
whose brutal preseason training and hawk
like hold over players, has beaten the Irish
into shape, will hope to play a give-noth-
ing-away game, to start their coach'’s send-
off tourney.
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