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Tender floated for 50 lakh
anti-pollution masks

NEW DELHI

The government has floated a
tender for procurement of
around 50 lakh anti-pollution
masks to be distributed to
the public under a plan which
was earlier announced by
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, officials said. “We
are yet to take a final call on
how to distribute them but
we are considering getting it
done through schools," a
government official said.
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Maradu: SC

slams Kerala
top official

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday slammed Kerala
Chief Secretary Tom Jose
for “patent breach of law”
by the State in allowing ille-
gal structures like the Ma-
radu high-rise apartments
to come up along a fragile
coastal zone even as thou-
sands perish or are ren-
dered homeless by natural
tragedies like floods which
devastate the State.

Justice Arun Mishra, ac-
companied by Justice S. Ra-
vindra Bhat, spoke directly
to Mr. Jose, who was pre-
sent in the crowded cour-
troom. “We can prosecute
you for culpable negli-
gence,” Justice Mishra ad-
dressed Mr. Jose in court.

Affidavit inadequate
The court also declared an
affidavit filed by Mr. Jose
“wholly  unsatisfactory”
and a reflection of the go-
vernment’s intention not
to have a concrete plan to
prevent encroachments
along the coastal zone, des-
pite the frequent recur-
rence of natural disasters
in the State.
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Shah moots 1 card for all utilities

Home Minister says 2021 census will be digital and could prepare a base for it

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Announcing that the 2021
census exercise would be
carried out digitally, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Monday suggested one card
for all utilities in future.
Speaking at the founda-
tion stone laying ceremony
for construction of a new
building of the Registrar
General of India (RGI) that
conducts census, he said the
digital census had the poten-
tial to bring all cards such as
Aadhaar, passport, bank ac-
count, and driving licence
on one platform. “Why is it
so difficult to link and update
birth and death registration
with census data,” he won-
dered.

No formal proposal
He said there was no formal
proposal for the common
utility card, but digital cen-
sus had the potential of pre-
paring the base for it.

The decennial census ex-

D

like Aadhaar, passport, bank
account, driving licence,
voter card. There should be a
system that all data should be
put together in a single card...
That is why digital census is
very important

AMIT SHAH, Union Home Minister

Why can’t we have just
one card for all utilities

ercise will be undertaken in
2021 and, for the first time,
move from paper to digital
format. Mr. Shah said
312,000 crore would be
spent on preparation of the
National Population Register
(NPR) and census.

Mr. Shah said the NPR
would be updated on a prior-
ity basis as it helps in track-
ing criminal activities, and
better planning and execu-
tion of government schemes.
The NPR links biometric and
demographic details of any
ordinary resident, thus mak-
ing it a comprehensive data-

Renewable energy target

to be more than doubled
Capacity to be raised to 450 GW: Modi

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN
NEW YORK CITY

India’s renewable energy
target will be increased to
450 GW, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said at the Unit-
ed Nations Climate Action
Summit here on Monday.

“India today has come
not just to talk about the se-
riousness of this issue, but
to present a practical ap-
proach and a road map. We
believe an ounce of practice
is worth more than a tonne
of preaching,” he said.

Comprehensive plan
Speaking in Hindi, Mr. Modi
reiterated India’s commit-
ment to the creation of 175
GW renewable energy ca-
pacity by 2022 under the Pa-
ris Climate Agreement.
“What is needed today is a
comprehensive approach
which covers education, va-
lues and everything from lif-
estyle to developmental phi-
losophy... What we need is a
global people’s movement
to bring about behavioural
change.”

India would spend ap-
proximately $50 billion “in
the next few years” on the
Jal Jeevan Mission to con-
serve water, harvest rainwa-

‘Healthy life
a basic right’

India’s
experience and
capabilities in
providing
affordable
healthcare is
available for use to all
developing countries,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi told the first-ever
high-level meeting on
Universal Health Coverage
in New York on Monday.
Mr. Modi underscored that
a healthy life is the right of
every person. » PAGE 12

ter and develop water re-
sources, he added.

Mr. Modi also said India
planned to “considerably in-
crease the proportion of the
biofuel blend in petrol and
diesel.”

He said India had plans to
make the transport sector
green through the use of
electrical vehicles.
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base of residents.

The exercise was conduct-
ed earlier in two phases in
2010 and 2015. The next
round of recording biomet-
ric and family tree details of
Indian citizens will be con-
ducted in September 2020, a
government notification is-
sued earlier said.

The NPR exercise is diffe-
rent from the census and is
not linked to the National Re-
gister of Citizens (NRC). For
the purpose of the NPR, an
ordinary resident is defined
as a person who has resided
in a local area for the past six

months or more or a person
who intends to reside in that
area for the next six months
or more.

Mr. Shah said the Census
2021 data would be the base
for the country’s future plan-
ning, development initia-
tives and welfare schemes,
and people’s wholehearted
participation would be the
key to the success of the
exercise.

“India’s 130 crore popula-
tion should be informed
about its benefits. The utili-
sation of census data is mul-
ti-dimensional, and will be a
significant contribution in
the nation’s progress,” he
said.

He said on the basis of the
2011 Census, the Modi go-
vernment had planned 22
welfare schemes related to
electricity, gas connections,
roads, houses for the poor,
toilets, bank accounts, and
opening of bank branches.
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Rawat hints at stronger action
as Pak. revives Balakot camp

500 people waiting to infiltrate, says Chief of Army Staff

DENNIS S. JESUDASAN
CHENNAI

Chief of Army Staff General
Bipin Rawat on Monday indi-
cated that India’s response
to the revival of the terrorist
camp at Balakot in Pakistan
could go beyond air strikes.

Asked if there could be a
repeat of the air strike, he
said: “Why must we expect a
repeat of a similar thing?
Earlier we did something,
then we did Balakot; why
not keep the other side
guessing as to what we will
do? Why tell them what we
are going to do? Why say re-
peat? Why not something
beyond that?”

Interacting with reporters
at the Officers Training Aca-
demy here, Gen. Rawat said,
the terrorist camp in Pakis-
tan that had been destroyed
by the Indian Air Force ear-
lier this year, has been reac-
tivated very recently and at
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A priest climbs down a ladder after lighting a lamp ina temple built on a 35-foot-high
bamboo pole in floodwaters on the banks of the river Ganga in Allahabad on Monday. =arp

Allahabad High Court refuses

Sign language dictionary gets 4,000 new words

Category of agriculture being considered for first time, says officials

DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHI

Around new 4,000 words
are likely to be added to the
Indian sign language
dictionary in 2020,
including words about
agriculture for the first
time, according to officials
of the Union Social Justice
and Empowerment
Ministry’s Indian Sign
Language Research and
Training Centre (ISLRTC),
which is carrying out the
project.

The work on adding
more words to the
dictionary, the first edition
of which was launched in
March 2018, followed by
the second edition with
6,000 words in February
2019, started in April this
year, an ISLRTC official
said.

Work under way
Speaking on the occasion
of the International Sign
Language Day on Monday,
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Reaching out: A page from the English-Hindi Sign Language

dictionary.

Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister
Thaawarchand Gehlot said
he hoped the addition of
4,000 words to the sign
language dictionary would
be done by 2020.

Right now, the work of

identifying signs for words
across categories, including
administration, medical,
legal, education and
agriculture, a first, with the
help of the hearing
impaired community was
on, the official said.

After that, a list of words
would be presented before
stakeholders from across
the country at a national
workshop to be held in
January of February 2020,
the official said.

First edition

The first edition of the
dictionary, which was
released in DVD form, had
signs of everyday use along
with the corresponding
words in English and Hindi.

Apart from that,
specialised terms used in
legal, academic, medical
and technical fields were
also included.

The second edition had
6,000 words of academic,
legal, medical, technical
and everyday terms
categories.

Meanwhile, the Minister
handed out awards for a
competition held for
children with hearing
impairment studying in the
National Capital Region.

Gen. Bipin Rawat at the
Officers Training Academy in
Chennai on Monday. =r.rAGU

least 500 persons were wait-
ing to sneak into India.
However, adequate mea-
sures were in place to pre-
vent their entry, he asserted.
To a query on the number
of infiltrators, he said:
“These numbers keep fluc-
tuating. But, I would say,
yes, there are at least 500
people waiting to infiltrate.
That is the minimum num-
ber I would say. But, these

Trump renews
offer to mediate

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Monday hoped
India and Pakistan would
resolve their differences
over Kashmir. At a meeting
with Imran Khan, he
reiterated his willingness to
mediate between the two
nations. » PAGE 14

numbers keep fluctuating
because, depending on how
the weather pattern is, they
keep moving.”

Since the snowfall came
down and ice melted, the
shift had taken place in the
northern part of Jammu and
Kashmir towards Gurez and
those areas were getting ac-
tivated, the Army chief said.
CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12
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Mob beats up man for
‘cow smuggling in Alwar

Victim suffered multiple fractures

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

A mob of cow vigilantes beat
up a man alleging that he
was smuggling half-a-dozen
cows to Haryana in Rajas-
than’s Alwar district in the
early hours of Monday. Pol-
ice rescued the victim from
the crowd and admitted him
with multiple fractures at
the government hospital in
Shahjahanpur.

The man, identified as
Munfed Khan, accompanied
by a few other persons, was
allegedly taking the cows in
a pick-up van, which broke a
police barricade near Khusa
Ki Dhani village. Police had
put up the barricades on
Sunday night after getting a
tip-off about smuggling of
COWS.

Criminal record
The villagers stopped the
van and rescued the cows,
while the people travelling
in the vehicle tried to es-
cape. The mob caught one
of them, Munfed Khan, and
thrashed him, while at least
two others fled from the
spot.

Bhiwadi Superintendent
of Police Amandeep Singh
Kapoor said Munfed Khan

stay on law student’s arrest

SIT had booked her in Chinmayanand extortion case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ALLAHABAD/LUCKNOW

The Allahabad High Court
on Monday refused to grant
relief to the Shahjahanpur
law student seeking a stay on
her possible arrest in an ex-
tortion case filed by BJP
leader Swami Chinmaya-
nand, who is accused of rap-
ing her.

Mr. Chinmayanand, who
was arrested on Friday, was
shifted on Monday from a
Shahjahanpur jail to a Luck-
now hospital, where he was
tested for cardiac problems.

The Special Investigation
Team probing the case sub-
mitted a report in a sealed
cover before a two-judge
Bench.

Expressing satisfaction
with the probe so far, the
Bench of Justices Manoj Mis-
hra and Manju Rani Chau-
han fixed October 22 for the
probe team to submit the
next report. The woman was

Swami Chinmayanand.
=FILE PHOTO

also present in the cour-
troom. The postgraduate
law student had sought a
stay on her arrest after the
SIT booked her and arrested
three men for allegedly try-
ing to extort money from Mr.
Chinmayanand.

Fresh petition

“If the victim wants any re-
lief in this regard, she may
file a fresh petition before an
appropriate Bench,” the
High Court said. “This
Bench was nominated to the

case only for monitoring the
investigation in this matter
and has no jurisdiction to
pass order on stay of arrest.”

Chinmayanand in ICU
Mr. Chinmayanand has been
admitted to the intensive
care unit of the Sanjay Gand-
hi Postgraduate Institute in
Lucknow, where cardiolo-
gists examined him, Jail Su-
perintendent Rakesh Kumar
said.

Hospital Chief Medical Su-
perintendent Amit Agarwal
said angiography was done
and no significant blockage
was found, adding that an-
gioplasty was not required.

The 72-year-old will be
stabilised with medicines in
four or five days and his dis-
charge will be planned in
due course of time, the doc-
tor said. Mr. Chinmayanand
was arrested last Friday and
sent to 14 days’ judicial cus-
tody.

(’ This episode was
meant to create a
public spectacle
and instil fear
among the Muslim
dairy farmers

KAVITA SRIVASTAVA
PUCL-Rajasthan president

had a criminal record of
smuggling cows in the past.
He said first information re-
ports had been registered
against both the sides and
the animals were sent to a
local cow shelter.

The People’s Union for Ci-
vil Liberties said this was a
case of “attempted mob
lynching”, in which the vic-
tim picked up by the cow vi-
gilantes was criminalised
and beaten up. “This epi-
sode was meant to create a
public spectacle and instil
fear among the Muslim dai-
ry farmers,” PUCL-Rajas-
than president Kavita Sri-
vastava said.

Ms. Srivastava said the at-
tacks on those ferrying cows
had not stopped in the Con-
gress regime in the State and
this was the second such
case after a similar instance
of vigilantism in Alwar dis-
trict’s Kishangarh Bas on
December 22, 2018.

I-T Dept. notice
to wife of
Ashok Lavasa

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Income Tax Depart-
ment on Monday issued a
notice to Election Commis-
sioner Ashok Lavasa’s wife
seeking clarifications re-
garding discrepancies in
her income tax returns.

The notice sent to Novel
Singhal had to do with her
income earned as an inde-
pendent director on a num-
ber of companies. Income
Tax officials, however, said
that it was a routine matter.

The official did not state
the quantum of money in-
volved. Ms. Singhal is a
former banker, having ta-
ken early retirement from
the SBI in 2005.

Mr. Lavasa was recently
in the news for dissenting
against the Election Com-
mission’s decisions during
the Lok Sabha election
where PM Narendra Modi
and BJP chief Amit Shah
were given clean chits for
alleged violations of the
model code of conduct.
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