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Fresh from slashing the tax
rate for companies to low-

est in almost three decades,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday pitched India as
“the” investment destination for
global investors, saying reforms
by his Government are just the
beginning of a long innings.

Modi promised to person-
ally act as a bridge for busi-
nesses and said India has a
Government which respects
corporates and wealth creators.

“India’s growth story has
four important factors that are
rare to find anywhere else in
the world. These factors are
democracy, demography,
demand, and decisiveness.
Democracy together with polit-
ical stability, predictable poli-
cy and independent judiciary
gives confidence of safety and
security of investment and of
growth,” he said.

Speaking at the Bloomberg
Global Business Forum here, he
said last week’s decision to
slash corporate tax rate is a “big
revolutionary step” for invest-
ment and the move has been
hailed by businesses as historic.

The government last week
announced a surprise reduc-
tion in the corporate tax rate
from close to 35 per cent to
25.17 per cent, a move that is
being dubbed as a massive
trigger for revving up growth
and, more importantly, resur-
recting sentiments that were
down in the dumps.

The immediate benefit is

increased cash flows to corpo-
rate India that will be chan-
nelised into debt reduction or
incremental investments in
increasing capacity.

“If you want to invest in a
market where there is scale,
come to India,” Modi said. “If
you want to invest in a market
where the latest trends and fea-
tures are appreciated, come to
India. If you want to invest in
start-ups with a huge market,
come to India. If you want to
invest in one of the world’s
largest infrastructure ecosys-
tem, come to India.”

Asia’s third largest econo-
my is rapidly modernising its

cities, and equipping them
with the latest technology and
citizen-friendly infrastructure,
the Prime Minister said.

“Thus if you want to invest
in urbanisation, come to India,”
he said. “We have opened our
defence sector like never
before. If you want to Make in
India, for India and for the
world, come to India.”

India, he said, is waiting for
global investors. “India is your
only destination. I am waiting
to welcome you.”

“Your desires and our
dreams match perfectly. Your
technology and our talent can
change the world. Your scale

and our skills can speed up
global economic growth,” he
said. “Your prudent method
and our pragmatic mind can
write new stories in manage-
ment. Your rational ways and
our human values can show the
path which the world is look-
ing for.”

“And if there is any gap
anywhere, I will personally act
as a bridge,” he said.

Modi said democracy and
an English-based judicial sys-
tem gives added confidence to
investors as there would be no
problem of interpretation.

The government is looking
at investing �100 lakh crore in

building new airports, railway
lines, electrification, laying new
roads and giving houses to all.
“Infrastructure is a priority,”
Modi emphasised.

“We have taken numerous
decisions to increase investors
confidence including scraping
of 50 old laws which were
coming in way of develop-
ment,” he said. “This is just the
beginning. We have a long
innings ahead. The world busi-
ness has a golden opportunity
to partner with India.”

Modi said his Government
does not shy away from taking
the biggest of steps to improve
the business environment. 

Continued on Page 4
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The Modi Government plans
to go for aggressive strate-

gic disinvestment of several
State-owned companies and
also reduce its stakes in many
other PSUs to raise funds to off-
set the massive revenue loss it
undertook in announcing cor-
porate tax cut. Shares of many
of these companies surged
despite a massive correction in
Sensex on Wednesday.

According to a CNBC-TV
18 report, the Government has
planned to sell its entire stake
in BPCL, Container
Corporation, Shipping
Corporation of India, THDC &
NEEPCO. The proposal
includes selling complete 75
per cent stake in THDC to
NTPC.

In addition, the
Government also plans to go
for disinvestment of Power
grid and raise �20,000 crore in
two tranches. 

Shares of Power Grid
Corporation of India was up by
4.10 per cent, third straight day
of gain to touch a 52-week high
level after reports that the
Government seeks stake sale in
the firm in FY20 itself. CON-
COR share rose by 3 per cent
and SCI 2.89 per cent while
BPCL saw double digit gain in

the last two days.
The Government has 53.29

per cent stake in BPCL, 54.79
per cent in CONCOR, 63.75
per cent in SCI, 75 per cent in
THDC and 100 per cent stake
in NEEPCO.

Meanwhile, the
Government has already
expressed its intent for 100 per
cent stake sale in Air India.

Unlike in the past when the
Government mostly went for
selling its stake in the loss-mak-
ing companies, the focus has
now shifted to strategic disin-
vestment of profit-making
companies. This is because
finding a buyer for a loss mak-
ing company was bound to be
difficult exercise in a tough eco-
nomic environment.

The Government will also
not transfer its stake from one
PSU to another in the name of
disinvestment as was done in
the case of ONGC acquisition
of HPCL last year. As per its
now disinvestment plan, the

Government will offload its
entire stake to some private
bidder in case of strategic dis-
investment.

In her Budget speech,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had set a disin-
vestment target of �1.05 lakh
crore for 2019-2020. This was
�15,000 crore more than the
target of �90,000 crore set by
Piyush Goyal as the interim FM
in the interim Budget on
February 1.

Disinvestment proceeds for
FY19 stood at �85,000 crore, up
6.2 per cent from the Budget
estimate of �80,000 crore.

The Government is now
likely to seek Cabinet nod for
these strategic disinvestment
proposals and then appoint
consultant and merchant
bankers for arriving at valua-
tions. After this, the Group of
Ministers on disinvestment
headed by the Finance Minister
will finalise the bid price and
open the floor for sell. 
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Unfazed by the Enforcement
Directorate’s move to reg-

ister a money laundering case
against him and others in the
�25,000-crore Maharashtra
State Cooperative Bank
(MSCB) scam, NCP president
Sharad Pawar said on
Wednesday that he would visit
the ED’s office on September 27
and give the investigating
agency “whatever information”
it needed in the case.

On a day when
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis distanced
his Government from the ED
investigations into the MSCB
scam and denied there was any
political vendetta behind the
money laundering case regis-
tered against the NCP chief and
others, Pawar played the

Maratha card, by saying, “Ours
is a land of (Maratha warrior)
Chhatrapati Shivaji. We have
grown following Shivaji’s ide-
ology. We have ever been
taught to bow before the Delhi
takht (throne).”

Deftly blunting the ruling
BJP’s possible effort to use his
alleged involvement in the
MSCB scam as a weapon to
sully him in the campaign for
the October 21 Assembly polls,
Pawar said he himself would go
to the ED’s office on Friday to
“understand” as to what are the

charges against him.
Maintaining that he had

neither heard anything offi-
cially from the ED nor had he
received any notice from the
investigating agency, the NCP
chief said, “I want to under-
stand what my crime is all
about. Since I will be mostly
away from Mumbai, cam-
paigning for the next one
month, I will personally visit
the ED’s office at 2 pm on
Friday and provide whatever
information they need.”

Continued on Page 4
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Hours before her bail plea
was rejected, the law stu-

dent who has accused former
Union Minister Swami
Chinmayanand of rape was
arrested by the special investi-
gation team (SIT) of Uttar
Pradesh on Wednesday around
9.15 am. The SIT team
swooped on her Shahjahanpur
house and arrested her on
charges of extortion. 

Soon after the woman’s
arrest, her counsel Anoop
Trivedi filed a bail plea that was
to be heard in court later in the
day. Assistant Prosecution
Officer Lal Sahab said the plea
was rejected by the Additional
Chief Judicial Magistrate.

Chinmayanand’s own bail

application in the sexual assault
case is coming up for hearing
on Monday. The 23-year-old
woman studied at a college run
by the leader’s ashram.

The BJP, meanwhile, dis-
owned itself from the 72-year-
old politician, saying he is not
a party member. But it did not

specify when the he stopped
being a BJP member.

“We have sufficient evi-
dence that �5-crore extortion
money was demanded from
Chinmayanand,” SIT chief
Inspector General Naveen
Arora told reporters.

Continued on Page 4
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The Unnao rape survivor
was discharged on

Wednesday from the AIIMS
where she was admitted for
treatment following a car acci-
dent. She and her family mem-
bers, mother, two sisters and a
brother, will stay at the hostel
of the AIIMS’ Jai Prakash
Narayan Trauma Centre for a
week on the directions of a
Delhi court.

However, her advocate —
also injured in the accident —
is still recuperating in the hos-
pital. Doctors will take a call on
discharging him only after he
recovers fully.

On the Supreme Court’s
order, her family has been pro-
vided CRPF security. The
woman was brought to AIIMS
from a Lucknow hospital on
the orders of the SC. The girl
was critically injured in ahead
on collision of the car in which
she was travelling along with
her counsel with a truck in Rae
Bareli district on July 28. 

Continued on Page 4
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday

announced “Mukhyamantri
Kirayadar Bijli Meter Yojana”,
under which tenants residing in
Delhi will avail power subsidy
paying no bills for electricity up
to 200 units. 

The AAP Government also
provides 50 per cent subsidy on
bills for power consumption
between 201 units and 400
units. To avail power subsidy
tenants will now get a prepaid
meter using the rent agreement
or rent receipt and the current

address ID proof. 
Kejriwal said tenants till

now were not able to get a sep-
arate power meter because they
were required to take an NOC
from the homeowner to get an
independent connection. 

“Now tenants will also get
free electricity. The
Mukhyamantri Kirayedar Bijli
Meter Yojana extends the sub-

sidy to all tenants. 24 hours,
cheap electricity is a right of
every Delhiite,” said Kejriwal. 

“It was a long-pending
demand of tenants in Delhi.
Tenants will have to get prepaid
meter installed after depositing
security money of �3,000,” the
CM said. 

The cost of installing one
meter will be around �6,000
out of which �3,000 will be the
security deposit and �3000 will
be the service charges for the
installation work. 

To make the installation
process easier for the tenants,
meters will now be delivered to
their houses on call to the
helpline numbers of power
distribution companies —
19122 for BSES Yamuna, 19123
for BSES Rajdhani and 19124
for Tata Power.

Continued on Page 4
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The residents of Andaman
and Nicobar might not

have contributed much in car-
bon emission, but the impact of
the climate change resulting in
the rise in sea level and increase
in natural disasters like
cyclones is set to threaten their
survival. 

Anjal Prakash, coordinat-
ing lead author of the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) report,
has warned that rise in sea level
and increase in climatic events
like cyclones may leave the
islands like Andaman and
Nicobar inhabitable in a few
years and people would have to
be evacuated from there. He
stressed that the focus has to be
on adaptation and building
climate resilience.

The IPCC Special Report
on the Ocean and Cryosphere
in a Changing Climate
(SROCC) has cautioned that

warming of oceans will
increase the frequency and
severity of climatic events like
cyclones in India.

“Islands like Andaman and
Nicobar, Maldives, etc, will
have to be vacated. People will
have to be migrated from there
as due to rising sea levels,
these places will become non-
inhabitable,” Prakash said.

“Even with an under two-
degree rise in global tempera-
ture, there will be sea level rise,
glaciers will melt and many
communities will be affected.
Some of these events are irre-
versible. So focus has to be on
adaptation for the coming
future,” said Prakash, who is
also an associate professor of
Regional Water Studies at TERI
School of Advanced Studies.

The Andaman and
Nicobar islands are already
struggling with waste genera-
tion and disposal, negative
acculturation, sprouting
economies and problems of

drug and alcohol addictions.
All this is creating chal-

lenges for the 3,80,000 people
who live on the archipelago,
more than a quarter of them in
the capital, Port Blair, accord-
ing to data from the last nation-
wide census in 2011.

The report also painted a
grim picture of the future that
awaits the Hindu Kush
Himalayan region, an area cov-
ering high mountains chains of
central, south and inner Asia.
It noted that the region faces
the risk of losing over 60 per

cent of its glaciers by 2100. It
said that glacier retreat and
snow cover changes have
already contributed to localised
declines in agricultural yields in
high mountain regions, includ-
ing Hindu Kush Himalaya.

Continued on Page 4
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was on Wednesday

conferred “Global Goalkeeper”
award by the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation for the
Swachchh Bharat Abhiyan.

In a series of tweets in
Hindi, the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) said Modi laud-
ed the countrymen for con-
tributing to the grand success
of the cleanliness mission, say-
ing he shared the honour with
them.

Continued on Page 4
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In order to ensure safety of
users against hazards of elec-

tric leakage, TATA Power -
DDL and Havells India  signed
an MoU (Memorandum of
understanding) to strengthen
the distribution of electrical
protection devices in North
and North-Western parts of
Delhi.

Sanjay Banga, CEO of
TPDDL said, "The discom is
committed to consumer safety
and has joined hands with
Havells to drastically reduce the
electricity related accidents
which result in loss of life and
property," he said. "I urge all
consumers to install a suitable
device for earth leakage pro-
tection at their homes or
premises. To further reinforce
the need of electricity safety, the
discom will also be sensitizing
consumers and arranging for
trainings of local electricians on
the importance and imple-
mentation of safe technology,"
he added. 

Earth Leakage Circuit
Breaker (ELCBs) is extremely

critical in ensur-
ing human safe-
ty as they protect
us from current
leakage, a senior
discom official
said, adding that
today we are sur-
rounded by elec-
trical devices and
most of us are
not aware about

the hazards that come along
due to lack of proper pro-
tection devices not being
used. 

Delhi has recorded max-
imum electrical related fatal-
ities over the last decade.
Deploying 'Miniature Circuit
Breakers' (MCB) is the most
common practice that is fol-
lowed to ensure protection of
electrical devices from short
circuit and overload.
However, MCB does not
ensure safety of the users
when it comes to current
leakage.

As per the Regulatory
Guidelines (DERC) ELCB
are a must as no new con-
nection will be energized in
Delhi unless a suitable earth
leakage protection device has
been installed at consumer
premises. 

The official further
informed that the electrical
leakage circuit breaker
(ELCB) will be made avail-
able across all 12 Tata Power-
DDL Customer Care Centers
at subsidized price from Oct.
1 2019 onwards. 
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The Delhi Police on
Wednesday morning

arrested three members of
infamous Dheelu gang after
an exchange of gunfire in
Delhi's Dhansa-Najafgarh
road. Police said the trio were
wanted in more than 8 cases
of extortion, robbery, car-
jacking and attempt to mur-
der registered across the
national Capital.

The accused have been
identified as Pramod and
Nishant, both residents of
Delhi's Bawana and Surjeet, a
resident of Rohtak in
Haryana. 

According to Sanjeev
Kumar Yadav, the Deputy

Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Special Cell, on September 25
specific inputs were received
that Surjeet and Parmod along
with one more criminal will be
coming to their hideout in
South Delhi and they would be
coming from the Dhansa-

Najafgarh road. 
"Acting on the inputs a trap

was laid and when the accused
were seen coming, they were
asked by the police team to sur-
render but they opened fire at
the police team. Two of the
accused sustained gunshot

injuries during the exchange of
gunfire. The injured are stated
to be stable and they are under-
going treatment at the hospital,"
said the DCP. 

"The car used by the
accused has been seized and
three firearms along with
ammunition have been recov-
ered from the possession of the
accused," said the DCP. 

"Pramod was wanted 
in over nine different cases
including attempt to murder,
extortion and robbery. He was
the prime shooter involved in
the escape of Sandeep from
police custody in 2018. Surjeet
was earlier sentenced to 
seven years in a case which was
registered in Haryana," said
the DCP.
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A14-year-old girl, who is a
student of a reputed school

in Gurugram, was allegedly
raped by a lift engineer in an
upscale society located at DLF
Phase-2. Police have arrested
the accused who was abscond-
ing after the crime.

The matter was reported to
police on Tuesday. Police took
the girl for medical examina-
tion where the report con-
firmed rape. The victim's
mother filed a complaint
against Arun Sharma (21) of
Sonipat district. The accused is
currently living in Patel Nagar,
Gurugram.

The complainant stated in
her police complaint that "on
September 23 she had gone to
Delhi for personal work.
During this time, her neigh-
bour called her and informed
about her daughter’s condi-
tion." Soon, she returned to her
flat where the victim revealed
her ordeal to her mother.

She said Arun, who used to
work as a lift engineer in the
society, called her on the pre-
text of giving her a gift and took
her to the roof of society in the
lift. 

"There the boy forcefully
raped her and gave her a med-
icine and ran away from the
spot," said the complainant.

Thereafter her health dete-
riorated and later the victim
was admitted to a private hos-
pital for treatment.

After committing the
crime, the accused threatened
the victim of dire consequences
if she revealed the incident to
anyone. 

However, the victim
revealed the incident to her

mother and the matter was
reported to the police.

“The accused was arrested
from Patel Nagar in old
Gurugram," the police said.

"During the investigation,
the accused revealed that he
knew the girl as he used to
work as a lift engineer in the
society about 3 months ago. At
present, the accused was work-
ing in a private company in
Manesar. 

On Monday around 7 pm,
he called the girl on the 
pretext of giving her a gift and
took her to the roof of the soci-
ety via lift and raped her,"
woman Sub-Inspector Mukesh
said.

"A case under Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
Act (POCSO) has been regis-
tered against the accused at the
DLF Phase-2 Police Station.
The culprit was produced
before the local court on
Wednesday which sent him to
judicial custody. The minor
survivor is being counselled,"
the officer added.
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The Delhi Police has regis-
tered a cheating case

against a Delhi-based firm for
duping the Traffic Police in the
national Capital of �9 crore by
supplying it with faulty traffic

signals and speed violation
check camera systems.

According to a senior
police official, Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) of
Delhi Police has registered
the FIR on Monday against
Turbo Consultancy Private
Limited on a complaint filed
by the Delhi Traffic Police.

"Based on enquiry it was
observed that the contract of
installing and maintaining
red light and speed violation
check camera systems was
awarded to M/s Turbo con-
sultancy private limited for 10
years by Delhi Police," said
the senior police official. 

"But it was found that the
after sometime equipments
remained idle or unutilized as
they needed maintenance
and repair. From 2000 to
2017, the company could
neither provide the traffic
police department with the
right equipment nor could
carry out any maintenance
and repair work," said the
police official adding that
most of the purchased equip-
ment lay unused and soon
turned into waste. 

�����	���
����	� �0�	3078�

Now dial 112 for police assis-
tance and emergency in the

national Capital. G Kishan
Reddy, Minister of State for
Home Affairs on Wednesday
launched Delhi Police single
emergency helpline number
112, replacing the old — 100,
101 and 102 — for immediate
assistance, The Minister also
flagged off 'Prakhar' vans to con-
trol street crimes in national
Capital. 

According to S K Singh, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Operations and
Communications, the citizens of
Delhi can avail the facility of all
these three emergency services
by dialing a single number '112'. 

"With the implementation
of new Emergency Response
Support System (ERSS-112),
the police response time is
reduced tremendously.  In this
new system, the call simulta-
neously passes to Police Control
Room (PCR) as well as to at-
least nearby five persons

through mobile app which are
volunteers to help the people in
need.  The main Call Centre has
been setup at Shalimar Bagh,"
said the DCP.  "Delhi Police
have also inducted 15 Scorpios
with modern devices for exten-
sive patrolling in street crime
prone areas of Delhi. These
Prakhar Vans will initially be
deployed at 15 crime prone
locations and will be increased
further as per the requirements
of Delhi," said the DCP. 

Speaking on the occasion,
Amulya Patnaik, the Delhi
Commissioner of Police under-
lined that ERSS-112 is a flagship
project of Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) and it will
expand the grievance redressal
system of police and other civic
agencies. 

"It will prove to be a big step
in the long run. Over the years,
Delhi Police has taken several
steps such as identifying vul-
nerable spots, enhanced visi-
bility, anti-snatching squads,
all-women patrolling and
YUVA scheme etc. resulting in

decline of over 20 percent in
street crime like snatching and
robberies," said CP. 

"Prakhar street crime con-
trol patrol vans were concep-
tualized under 'Safe City
Project' to curb street crime.
Prakhar vans are different from
PCRs as these vans carry more

firepower and are equipped
with modern technology.
Initially one van will be
deployed in each district," said
the CP.   

Reddy commended the
efforts of Delhi Police in
launching ERSS-112 and
Prakhar vans and said that the

Ministry has given utmost pri-
ority for modernization of
police force with zero tolerance
towards crime and terrorism.
He also lauded the efforts of
Delhi Police in curbing street
crime and hoped these initia-
tives will make the city safer for
citizens.
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The Secretary of New Delhi
Municipal Council

(NDMC) Dr Rashmi Singh
received the 'Smart City' award
at a function held at Bengaluru
on Wednesday.

According to a NDMC offi-
cial the award is given for mobile
application for city centric ser-
vices delivery under "smart cit-

izen service delivery" and "smart
metering solution" under "Smart
Energy" categories.

These awards were pre-
sented by Anjum Parwez,
Principal Secretary, Urban
development department,
Government of Karnataka and
Kunal Kumar, Joint secretary
and mission director (Smart city
mission) MOHUA,
Government of India.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed a 27-year-old auto-rick-

shaw driver, who had alleged-
ly flashed and masturbated in
front of three students of the
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU). Police said the incident
occurred on late Tuesday night
at gate no-1 of the University
campus and the accused was
arrested on the spot.  The
accused has been identified as
Akhilesh Kumar, who hails
from Uttar Pradesh's Kannauj
and was presently living in
Delhi. 

According to a senior
police official, around 10 pm
on Tuesday, three students of
JNU were on their way to
hostel when they saw a man
outside gate no-1 of the JNU
campus, who had unzipped
his trousers and was flashing
at them. 

"While the accused start-
ed to masturbate in front of
them, one of the girls raised
alarm following which secu-
rity guards deputed at gate
came and caught hold of the
accused while he was trying
to flee," said the senior police
official. 

"After nabbing the man, a
police control room (PCR) call
was made following which a
police team reached the spot.
On the basis of the statement
given by the victim a First
Information Report (FIR) has
been registered at Kishangarh
Police Station and accused has
been arrested," said the senior
police official.  
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Avideo of a 48-year-old
property dealer, who was

gunned down in his car right
outside his office in Delhi’s
Dwarka area, went viral on
social media. 

The man identified 
as Narendra Gehlot was shot
dead by an unidentified man
on Tuesday evening. 
Police said they are investigat-
ing the incident with all angles
including the personal enmity. 

According to a senior
police official, the incident was
reported around 6.30 pm on
Tuesday at the Old Palam
Vihar road in Dwarka. 

The whole incident was
c a p t u r e d
in CCTV camera installed
nearby. 

In video, Narendra is seen
sitting on driver side of the
SUV and talking to a person.
After a few seconds a man
wearing a helmet walked up to
the car after the other person
left the spot. 

The man wearing helmet
started pumping bullets into
the car’s windshield and

through the window on the dri-
ver’s side.

An effort to escape 
the assassination bid is also
seen as Narendra tried to drive
his car but then it veered and
stopped in its tracks, almost
hitting the killer, who then
jumped up on the roof of
another parked car.  

In sheer desperation to
save himself, Narendra got out
of his car and ran towards his
office but the man fired some
more bullets on Narendra,
which pierced through his
body.  The bullet hit on his
chest which proved fatal. The
criminal fled the spot unchal-
lenged.

"Police have CCTV footage
and they are also scanning
others CCTV cameras in the
area to identify the criminals
and trace them. 

There were two bike borne
criminals and both of them
were wearing sporty helmets.
Narendra had fought the 
Delhi civic polls and a case of
attempt to murder was also reg-
istered against him," said a
police official privy to investi-
gation. 
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Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan on

Wednesday  disapproved Delhi
Government's  move to rein-
troduce the odd-even traffic
rationing scheme, citing
absence of any scientific ratio-
nale behind it.

Instead, he said, "We would
deploy around 50 Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) teams to take readings
of major pollutants... Would
inform the Delhi government
and notify them on our web-
site." 

Vardhan who was long
back Delhi's Environment
Minister too said that on one
hand Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal claims that the air
quality has improved in the
national capital, on the other
hand he is resorting to drastic
measures like odd-even, which
will be in effect from
November 4 to 15.

"I have been the environ-

ment Minister and I know
what steps are to be taken
according to Graded Response
Action Plan," Vardhan said in
response to a question at an
event on Tuesday.

"Now, on one hand you
(Kejriwal) are making noise
that Delhi's air quality has
improved and on the other
hand, you are implementing
the odd-even scheme. There is
neither any science behind it
nor has the air quality deteri-
orated to the level that you
implement odd-even," he

added.
GRAP, devised by the

CPCB, ensures stringent
actions are taken based on the
air quality. Under it, the odd-
even scheme should come into
effect when the pollution level
at 'severe plus' category persists
for 48 hours or more.

On September 13, Kejriwal
had said that air pollution in
Delhi had come down by 25
per cent in the last four years.

The chief minister had also
announced that the odd-even
scheme will return in the
national capital to combat high
levels of pollution in winters
when crop burning takes place
in neighbouring states.

Vardhan said as the Union
environment minister, he has
conducted campaigns that
spanned over 15 days.

"We would deploy around
50 CPCB teams to take read-
ings of major pollutants...
Would inform the Delhi gov-
ernment and notify them on
our website," he said.
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The National Green Tribunal
has directed the AAP gov-

ernment to formulate guide-
lines for the regulation of ban-
quet halls in the national cap-
ital.  A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel said the violation
of environment norms is hav-
ing adverse impact on envi-
ronment and public health
cannot be ignored.

"The Delhi government
may also have consultation
with the Central  Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) and
within a broad framework of
pan India Guidelines, Delhi
government can have its own
guidelines to suit the local
requirements to mitigate the
adverse impact on environ-
ment and public health in the
light of the orders already
passed by the tribunal," the
bench said in a recent order.

The tribunal made it clear
that it is not concerned with the
individual cases involved which
may be dealt with as per the
guidelines and mechanism to
be laid down by the CPCB.

The Delhi government
told the tribunal that noise reg-
ulatory mechanism has been
evolved, norms for waste dis-
posal and installation of CCTV
cameras and GPS have been
laid down, sewage manage-
ment and air pollution control
measures plan.

"The action plan also cov-
ers regulation of extraction of
groundwater, rainwater har-
vesting, regulation of size of

gatherings and action against
unauthorised establishments
and recovery of environmental
compensation," the NGT
noted.

The NGT had earlier
directed forfeiture of perfor-
mance guarantee of �5 crore
deposited by the Delhi gov-
ernment, expressing dissatis-
faction with its compliance
report on illegal banquet halls,
farmhouses and hotels here.

Noting that the report fur-
nished by the Delhi govern-
ment on illegal banquets and
restaurants operating in
Mahipalpur and Rajokri was
"not exhaustive", the NGT had
said it does not properly
address the issues raised by it.

The tribunal was hearing
a plea filed by Westend Green
Farms Society alleging that
banquets and marriage halls
operating in Mahipalpur and
Rajokri near Indira Gandhi
International Airport were
causing vehicular congestion
and environment pollution.

The applicant, a society of
170 residential farm houses at
Rajokri, is aggrieved by viola-
tion of environmental laws by
commercial establishments
operating as restaurants, hotels,
motels or banquets, along the
National Highway No. 8
Expressway (Delhi-Jaipur), in
the vicinity of the petitioner.

It said the activities of the
said establishments cause mas-
sive traffic congestion on
account of unauthorised park-
ing of vehicles and huge gath-
erings for weddings or other
functions. 
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In a major relief to the com-
muters especially the physi-

cally disabled persons, anoth-
er set of 25 semi standard
floor buses with hydraulic lifts
for handicapped persons have
arrived in Rani Kheda depot
under 'cluster bus scheme'. In
a first of its kind, these buses
will have three doors along
with the unique features. Out
of these, two gates will be
usual to enter and exit but the
remaining one is completely
dedicated for persons with dis-
ability and senior citizens per-
sons and are fitted with
hydraulic lifts. 

According to officials, 50
more buses are awaited in this
month. Delhi is the first city in
the country to have buses with
hydraulic lift facility. The 25
buses were delivered at the 
Rani Khera bus depot on
Tuesday. Manufactured by Tata
Motors, these buses will star
plying by the next month i.e,
October. 

IT may be noted that the 25
buses that were rolled out in the
first phase with hydraulic lifts
were manufactured by Ashoka
Leyland. These buses were also

procured under the same
scheme but these have two
gates and hydraulic lifts were
fitted in the back door. 

" Another 245 buses are
awaited at Rani Kheda depot.
These buses have three doors
with hydraulic lifts fitted in the
middle one door which will be
used only when a differently-
abled person or a senior citizen
will board the buses. The con-
ductors will be trained to oper-
ate the lifts. Although, operat-
ing the hydraulic lifts are not
that  difficult," said a transport
official. 

The Delhi Transport

Department has floated tender
for procuring a total number of
1000 Standard Floor Buses
with Hydraulic lifts, which is
expected to arrive in lots.
According the government,
Delhi will get these 1000 buses
by January 2020.  

Besides, these buses will
have CCTV Cameras, panic
buttons with hooter, GPS units
for tracking of bus, Anti-van-
dalism seats for safety and
security of the passengers espe-
cially for women.

Currently, there are 5500
buses in the National Capital
out which 1679 buses come

under Cluster Scheme and
induction of  the remaining
buses was delayed primarily
due to non-availability of bus
depot space. The last tender
under Cluster Scheme was
released on 07.01.2011 and the
Contract was signed on
20.06.2013.  New buses are
being brought in Delhi after a
gap of more than six years.

The 1,000 new buses will
be catering to rural area in
Delhi which was facing short-
age of buses so far. Additional
routes providing connectivity
to Metro Stations, hospitals
and traffic interchange hubs at
Inter State Bus Terminals at
Kashmere Gate, Anand Vihar
Terminal and Sarai Kalen Khan
will be served by these buses.

The cost of fitment of lifts is
being borne by the Delhi gov-
ernment.

Further, the transport
department has created depot
space at Rewla Khanpur,
Dwarka Sector-22, Kharkhari
Nahar, Bawana Sector-1 and
Rani Khera -I, II and III, from
where these 1000 new buses
will be operated.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday

met the Lieutenant Governor
(L-G) Anil Baijal at the Raj
Niwas and apprised him about
the decision of the Delhi
Government to implement 
the odd-even transport 
scheme from November 4-15
this year.

"The Chief Minister
informed the L-G about the
need to implement the odd-
even scheme when Delhi will
be facing a challenge to main-
tain its air quality due to stub-
ble burning from neighbouring
states and crackers bursting
during the Diwali season," said
an official. 

Kejriwal also requested the
L-G to direct the departments
under his jurisdiction to ensure
inter-departmental coordina-
tion with the Delhi government
departments to ensure hassle-

free implementation of the
odd-even scheme to make it a
success like Delhi had wit-
nessed in 2016, when this
unique scheme was imple-
mented for the first time.

"Discussed measures to
reduce air pollution and con-
gestion in Delhi. Requested to
explore amongst other mea-
sures, option of staggered
opening/closing hours of
offices & other establishments
to reduce congestion and resul-
tant air pollution,"  the L-G
tweeted. 

The Chief Minister wrote
on Twitter, "Met LG Anil Baijal
a n d
briefed him about the steps
planned by Delhi govt to
reduce air pollution, including
Odd Even. He assured us of his
support and suggested 
that opening/closing hours 
of offices be staggered. The
Govt will definitely implement
this.
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The Delhi Food and Civil
Supplies and Consumer

Affairs Imran Hussain on
Wednesday conducted a sur-
prise inspection of Taxi Meter
Unit of Legal Metrology
Department in Wazirpur
Industrial Area to check the
functioning of recalibration
work of Taxi Fare Meter being
undertaken by the Department
consequent upon the
Government's decision to
revise auto fares in Delhi.

Recalibration of Auto Fare
Meters is undertaken in the
Auto Taxi Meter Unit of Legal
Metrology Department after
the decision of review of auto
fares. The decision was to pro-
vide a relief to the auto rick-
shaw drivers who were earlier
had to travel far to the other
part of the city i.e,  Nangloi. 

During the inspection,
Minister expressed satisfaction
over the functioning of TMU
Unit. 

He further directed the
S e c r e t a r y ( L M ) ,

Controller(LM), Zonal Officer
and Junior Metrology Assistant
that the Public Notices for the
convenience of Auto rickshaw
drivers and general public
should be prominently dis-
played. Even the Schedule for
auto rickshaws calibration
should be properly displayed.

Witnessing filthy and
insanitary conditions at the
Wazirabad office premises,
Hussain directed the concerned
Zonal officers/officials to
remove insanitary conditions
and maintain cleanliness in
the office premises.

"During inspection,
Minister inspected the proce-
dure of recalibration done for
the auto fare meters. Minister
directed that the Department
must ensure that auto fare
meters are properly and cor-
rectly recalibrated and under
no circumstance any defective
meter be allowed to be cali-
brated. If any such instance of
issuance of defective calibrated
meter comes into the notice,
strict action will be taken
against the guilty officers/offi-

cials," said a Government offi-
cial.

The officials further added
that the minister will take all

necessary actions and mea-
sures for ensuring the conve-
nience of auto rickshaw drivers
and will conduct more inspec-

tions in future so as to ensure
that proper and smooth func-
tioning of Auto Taxi Meter
Unit.
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Bangladesh Minister
for Primary

Education Zakir Hussain
on Wednesday invited
Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
to visit his country and share
the concept of "happiness cur-
riculum" with teachers and
students there.

"We will review this pro-
gramme and take the benefits
from this. I am moved by the
active participation from stu-
dents, teachers and parents
alike. We are focussed towards
providing quality education to
our children. I invite the deputy
CM to come to my country and
share the good things of this
curriculum amongst my chil-
dren too," he said.

Hussain, the Minister of
State for Primary and Mass
Education, on Wednesday vis-
ited a Rajkiya Pratibha Vikas
Vidyalaya (RPVV) in Shalimar
Bagh with a team of delegates
from Bangladesh.

"We are targeting kids from
nursery class itself and reserv-
ing 45 minutes of their time
daily for the happiness class.
This is to ensure that the kids
grow up to be more emotion-
ally sound and become more
focussed towards their studies.
We have got positive results on
this. The minds of the student
don't wander anymore. They
are giving more respect to
their kids are giving more
respect to their families," said
Sisodia, who is also Delhi's
Education minister.

The two ministers also dis-
cussed about the entrepre-
neurship curriculum.  The
Delhi government celebrated a
15-day "Happiness Utsav" in its
schools to mark one year of the
launch of the curriculum.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday

said if the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) is implement-
ed in the national Capital, BJP
president Manoj Tiwari will be
the first to leave the city. 

However, Tiwari said the
remark has exposed Kejriwal's
"real face" and alleged that the
AAP chief wants to evict
migrants such as 'Purvanchalis'.
'Purvanchalis' are people from
the eastern parts of the coun-
try such as Bihar and east
Uttar Pradesh and they play an
important role in any election
in Delhi.

Responding to a question
at a Press conference, Kejriwal
said, "If NRC is implemented in
Delhi, Manoj Tiwari will be the
first to leave Delhi."

Tiwari, who is the
MP from north-east
Delhi, also claimed that
Kejriwal "wants to
remove people from
(West) Bengal, Punjab,
Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana and other states
in Delhi".

"Does Kejriwal, who
is an IRS (Indian Revenue
Service) officer, does not
know what NRC is? It
seems Kejriwal has lost
his mental balance," Tiwari
said during a Facebook Live
interaction.

"This statement exposes
Kejriwal's real face. It means he
wants to evict the migrants like
Purvanchalis from Delhi," he
said, adding that "I have criti-
cised him (Kejriwal) for his
policies but I never abused
him". 

In the past, the BJP MP has
on several occasions demand-
ed that NRC should be imple-
mented in the national capital
on the lines of Assam.

Last month, Tiwari had
said the situation in Delhi had
become "dangerous" due to
the presence of a "large num-
ber" of illegal immigrants
including Bangladeshis and

Rohingyas who have
been found involved
in "criminal activities". 

In a separate press
conference, AAP chief
spokesperson Saurabh
Bhardwaj asked Tiwari
if he has a proof of liv-
ing in Delhi since
1971. "If he himself
does not have the
proof then he should
not trouble people
from Uttar Pradesh,

Odisha and Bihar who have
come to Delhi looking for
employment opportunities,"
Bhardwaj told reporters.

Bhardwaj further claimed
that the three BJP leaders -
Tiwari, Vijender Gupta and
Vijay Goel - keep competing
with each other for giving
statements, which is a clear sign
of infighting in the party.
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Blaming shortsightedness
and complicity of the AAP

(Aam Aadmi Party) and the
BJP that led to soaring prices of
onions in the national Capital,
Delhi Congress on Wednesday
said the Government trying to
fool the people by saying that
there is shortage of onion in the
city the situation will be brought
under control in ten days. 

Congress working presi-
dents Haroon Yusuf, Devender
Yadav and Rajesh Lilothia in a
joint Press conference said that
onions supply from Gujarat
and Rajasthan would start
arriving in Delhi within ten
days and the prices would auto-
matically start falling. "The
consumption of onion comes
down by 60 per cent during
Navaratra and that would also

lead to slump in the demand for
onions," they added.

Yusuf said that when the
Congress Government was in
power, it used to take advance
steps to ensure that there would
no shortage of onions in the
Capital at any time. He said that
when the supply of onions
from the traditional sources
becomes dearer, the Congress

Government used to buy
onions even from Tamilnadu to
ensure that there was ever any
shortage of onions when
Congress was in power in Delhi
for 15 years.

"The Modi Government at
the Centre and the Kejriwal
Government in Delhi were in
league and they were making
people queue up for every-

thing even for onions. NAFED
has a stock of 50,000 tons of
onions, which was bought
when the price of onion was Rs
8 per kg, but was now selling
these onions to wholesalers
and hoarders, leading to the
present soaring prices and
shortage of onions in Delhi," he
said. 

Lilothia said that the
Congress workers in Delhi will
hold a "Chhalawa Diwas" out-
side the residence of Kejriwal on
Thursday for not fulfilling the
promises made to the sanitation
workers. He said that in the last
four and a half years, Kejriwal,
who had made many promises
to the sanitation workers by
promising a hike in their wages
and an end to the contract sys-
tem, not only did not fulfill any
of the promises he made to the
sanitation workers. 
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed a man while two juve-

niles have been detained for
their involvement in the inci-
dents burglaries at four shops
in Dwarka area. 

The accused — Saddam
was arrested while the two
juveniles aged 16 and 17 were
detained from Dwarka area.
Police said that raids are being
conducted to trace the fourth
accused involved in the bur-
glaries. 

According to a senior
police official, the incidents
took place on the intervening
night of September 23 and 24.
The accused broke open the
shutters of the four shops locat-
ed in sector-10 market area of
Dwarka and ransacked the
premises. 

"In the CCTV footage,
Saddam, resident of Begusarai
(Bihar) and other accused were
seen breaking the shutters of
the shops," a police official said.
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Jaipur: Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Wednesday
reminded Islamabad about the
breakup of Pakistan and the
creation of Bangladesh, warn-
ing that something similar
could happen in PoK if it did
not mend its ways.

Do not repeat the "mis-
take", he said here.

"Pakistan broke up in 1971
— Pakistan and Bangladesh
were formed. I am saying do
not repeat the mistake, or else
understand clearly what will
happen to PoK," he said.

Singh made the reference
to the 1971 War, fought when
Indira Gandhi was Prime
Minister, during an event at
Dhankya village in the memo-
ry of RSS ideologue Deen
Dayal Upadhyay.

"We do not accept the exis-
tence of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK). Pakistan has
kept it forcibly occupied and
therefore, even today, 24 seats
have been kept vacant for PoK
in the Jammu &Kashmir
Assembly and I will not say
beyond this," Singh said.

He said India was "very
careful" while taking action
against terror camps in Balakot
across the border after the
Pulwama attack.

It was not an attack on
Pakistan's army or a challenge
to the sovereignty of Pakistan,
he added.

But he warned that he can-
not predict "what will happen
next" if the current situation
continued.

He said the BJP does poli-
tics for nation building and by
revoking the special status to
Jammu & Kashmir under
Article 370 and 35-A, it showed
that there is no difference in
what the party says and does.
But the neighbouring country
does not understand this, he
added.

Speaking about Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
'Howdy, Modi' event in
Houston where he addressed a
rally of thousands of Indian-
Americans along with US
President Donald Trump,
Singh said it made every Indian
proud. 

"You must have seen
'Howdy, Modi' on TV. Did not
it swell your chest with pride?"
Singh asked.He said the sense

of pride one would feel when
PM Modi "with a 56-inch
chest" and Trump, the
President of the "most power-
ful" country, clasped hands
and walked across the stage was
similar among Indians 

when Swami Vivekananda
made the speech in Chicago in
1893.

He said the Modi govern-
ment was committed for over-
all development of the country
and its people while following
the principles of Deen Dayal
Upadhyay.

Upadhyay in his Ekatm
Manavdad (integral human-
ism) had said the Government
should ensure that citizens
should have money in order to
fulfil physical needs, honour
respect and self esteem, knowl-
edge and understanding, the
Defence Minister said.

He said the banks were
nationalised earlier during the
Congress regime and it was
argued that the move was
aimed at benefiting the poor.

"But the real advantage to
the poor was given by the
Modi government through Jan
Dhan Yojna, which was a kind
of revolution,' Singh said.He
said the Modi government was
committed for the nation's
development and dedicated to
the poor and took steps for
their upliftment and for pro-
tecting their honour. PTI
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The Directorate General of
Goods and Services Tax

Intelligence (DGGI) has
unearthed a scam in which
exporters from the National
Capital Region (NCR) alleged-
ly availed Goods and Services
Tax(GST) refund of �400 crore
in connivance with units in
Gujarat's Kandla Special
Economic Zone (SEZ).  

This is a major detection of
export fraud coupled with fraud-
ulent ITC refunds though SEZ
based units. This investigation is
an outcome of specific intelli-
gence input which was further
refined by rigorous analysis of
data available on the GST
Network and the E-way Bill sys-
tem.

According to Additional
DG, GST Intelligence, Vivek
Prasad, the scam was centred
around low grade tobacco prod-
ucts like scented 'zarda' (partially
fermented tobacco) and filter
'khaini' (chewing tobacco)

procured at  �50-350 per
kilogram being exported to
Kandla SEZ units at Rs 5000-

9000 per kg. The exporters then
claimed Rs 400 crore refund of
accumulated Input Tax Credit
(ITC), the release said, adding
that the conspiracy was hatched
by 20 export firms from NCR
and some units located in
Kandla SEZ in Gandhidham in
Kutch district

"The modus operandi indi-
cates a huge over-valuation, to
the extent of 3000 per cent, of the
market value of goods exported
to the SEZ and claiming of
refund of Input Tax Credit
through fraudulent means," said
a statement issued by the DG
GST Intelligence, Ahmedabad.

The DGGI has identified
over 25 suppliers in
Assam,Bihar, Delhi, Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh who, without supply of
goods, issued fake invoices of
more than Rs 1000 crore to the
NCR-based exporters to facili-
tate refunds, it said.

These suppliers are either
non-existent or are being indi-
rectly controlled by the
exporters, it added.

"To give legitimacy to the
sham transactions, low value

goods manufactured in Noida or
procured locally in Delhi have
been dispatched to SEZ units
under cover of invoices,"

said the statement.  "Thus,
while Input Tax Credit has
been obtained fraudulently
from one source, the low value
goods have been procured from
another source and both the
streams have converged at the
end of exporters who made
highly overvalued supplies to
the SEZ units for illegal gains
through ITC refund route," it
added.

Due to DGGI's proactive
steps, ITC refund claims of over
�300 crore in the process of get-
ting disbursed to the scamsters
have been withheld, the release
claimed. Surplus ITC of over Rs
100 crore, lying in the credit
ledger of these exporters, have
been prevented from being
siphoned off, the release said,
adding that illegal export incen-
tives availed by the SEZ units
will be probed by the Customs.
Key conspirators have been
identified and efforts were
underway to apprehend them,
it said.

From Page 1
“Many homeowners have

multiple tenants which signif-
icantly increases the power
consumption under a single
connection, bringing them
under a high tariff slab. Tenants
have to sometimes pay Rs 8-10
rupees per unit to their land-
lords. They have not been able
to avail the benefits of the pro-
vision of free electricity up to
200 units by the Delhi govern-
ment. In fact, even the home
owner in such cases has not
been able to get the subsidy,”
said Kejriwal.

The three discoms will be
responsible and install the
metres as per the request of the
people. 

Kejriwal also said the land-
lords need not be insecure and
suspicious about the scheme.
As the name suggests, the
scheme is for the tenants and
so the meters will be installed
in their names. The ‘tenant’
word will also be clearly men-
tioned on the meters. Tenants
will never be able to claim
themselves as a landlord under
any condition.

As per the new scheme,
there will be only one power
meter for properties with many
tenants. This results in high
power unit consumption which
results in huge electricity bills.
The landlord charges tenants
eight to ten rupees per unit.
With separate connections,
many tenants will now get free
electricity. On the other hand,
the landlord is also likely to get
the benefit of subsidy on unit
consumption for up to 400
units. The scheme is beneficial
to the tenant as well as to the
landlord.

Earlier in the month of
August, the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government had
announced free electricity up to
200 units per month for resi-
dents of Delhi. 50 percent sub-
sidy for the consumption
between 201 to 400 units was
given.  Besides, fixed charges
has also been reduced with a
section load of 2 kilowatt had
to pay Rs.125 per kilowatt
every month as the fixed
charge. Under the new provi-
sions, residents have to pay Rs.
20 per kilowatt every month.

From Page1
Apart from seeking to deny

an opportunity to the ruling
BJP to make an issue of his
alleged role in the MSC Bank
scam, Pawar’s announcement
that he would visit the ED’s
office himself on Friday with-
out waiting for any notice from
the investigation agency is to
pre-empt a possible arrest dur-
ing the course of the Assembly
poll campaign.

Earlier in the morning,
NCP’s youth workers took out
a morcha to the ED’s south
Mumbai office and tried to
storm the place in protest
against the “act of political
vendetta” indulged in the ED at
the behest of the State and
Central Government.

The protesters raised vocif-
erous slogans against the ED
and the Government, leading
to tense situation in front of the
office of the investigating
agency. The police resorted to
a mild lathi-charge to quell the
irate protesters.

On his part, Pawar said at
a news conference later in the
day that since he believed in the
ideology of social reformer
Mahatma Phule and Shahu
Maharaj and that he had full
faith in the Constitution draft-
ed by late BR Ambedkar, he
would co-operate with the ED
in the investigations into the
MSCB scam.

Asked if the registration of
a case against him for alleged
money laundering was “an act
of political vendetta”, Pawar
said: “I can’t say anything about
that. You will have to ask the
Chief Minister about it”.

Pawar said that he was
surprised that he had been
named in the case despite the
fact that he was not close to the
decision-making authority nor
was he was a director or office
bearer of the MSC Bank. I have
not taken anything from this
bank. Since the case has come
up in the run-up to the elec-
tions, I am happy that I am get-
ting good response from the
people and the public response
would improve further in the
coming days.

After Pawar sought to turn
the table on the Government,
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis sought to distance the
State Government from the ED
investigations. “It is wrong to
say that State Government has
acted in either a vindictive
manner or with a political
motive. The Economic

Offensive Wing of the Mumbai
police registered an FIR against
70-odd persons, including Sr
Pawar, his nephew Ajit Pawar
and others based on the direc-
tive of the Bombay High Court.
Later on, the ED which took
over the investigations has reg-
istered a money laundering
case in the MSC Bank,”
Fadnavis said.

The reactions from Pawar
and Fadnavis came 36 hours
after the ED dropped a politi-
cal bombshell in Maharashtra
ahead of the October 21
Assembly polls, by registering
a money-laundering case
against Sharad Pawar, his
nephew Ajit Pawar, several
other politicians and officials
linked to the Rs 25,000 crore
Maharashtra State Cooperative
Bank (MSCB) loan disbursal
scam.

A month after the
Economic Offence Wing of
the Mumbai police registered
an FIR with the MRA Marg
Police Station against those
named in the MSCB scam,
2019 the ED recorded
Enforcement Case Information
Report (ECIR) against Sr
Pawar, Ajit Pawar, the bank’s
then chairman and several oth-
ers on Monday.

Acting on the directive
given by a two-member divi-
sion bench of the Bombay
High Court comprising Justices
SC Dharmadhikari and SK
Shinde, the EoW of the
Mumbai had on August 22 reg-
istered an FIR against those
named in the FIR under sec-
tions 406, 409 (criminal breach
of trust), 420 (cheating), 467,
468 (forgery), 471 (using as
genuine a forged document),
34 (common intent), 120-B
(conspiracy) IPC and relevant
sections of the Prevention of
Corruption Act.

Apart from Pawar and Ajit
Pawar, the others who have
been named in the ECIR
included Diliprao Deshmukh,
Shivajirao Nalavade, Ishwarlal
Jain, Mr Jayant Patil, Anandrao
Adsul, Rajendra Shingane and
Madan Patil.

Though the leaders of
other political parties have
been named in the FIR, it is the
NCP leaders who have the
maximum involvement in the
scam. Among other things,
the FIR states that of the total
77 MSCB directors involved in
the scam, 57 belong to the NCP,
nine to the Congress, two to the
Shiv Sena and one to the BJP.

Most of the directors of the
Maharashtra State Cooperative
Bank who are allegedly
involved in the scam perpe-
trated between 2001 and 2011
were elected representatives
from various parties, particu-
larly the NCP and Congress.

The allegation in the case
is that top executives of the
bank, including chairman,
MDs, directors, CEOs, man-
agerial staff if the MSCB, along
with office bearers and direc-
tors of Co-operative Sugar
Factories (CSFs), cotton mills
and other processing units
were given loans in a fraudu-
lent manner by the bank and
“in the process several irregu-
larities were committed”.     

“The loans provided to the
CSFs by the officials of the
MSCB who were connected
with the owners of the co-op
sugar factories. There were
several irregularities in the
sanctioning of loans commit-
ted only with the purpose of
extending the benefits to the
directors of the lending banks
for personal gains thereby
defrauding and cheating the
bank and its share holders,” an
ED official said.

According to the ED, the
loans were sanctioned CSFs
despite weak financials, nega-
tive worth and without taking
collaterals in many cases.
Additional facilities extended
to CSFs, without any justifica-
tion.

Owing to the financial
mismanagement, many of CSFs
became sick and sold off by the
bank’s board of directors at a
price lesser than the reserve
price to ensure wrongful gains
to the purchasers, who had
political links with the board of
directors. The consent of bor-
rowing units was not taken
before undertaking the same of
CSFs.

The irregularities found in
the sale of “sick” CSFs includ-
ed: Selling the units at price
lesser than the reserve price no
rules were followed to fix the
reserve price and forged doc-
uments like share certificates
were made to avail loans. The
directors flouted the guide-
lines of the NABARD, RBI
and SARFAESI.

Among other things, the
FIR states that of the total 77
MSCB directors involved in
the scam, 57 belong to the
NCP, nine to the Congress, two
to the Shiv Sena and one to the
BJP.

From Page 1
“Getting the award in the

year of Mahatma Gandhi’s
150th birth anniversary is per-
sonally significant for me.
When 130 crore people take a
pledge, any challenge can be
overcome,” the PM said.

He dedicated the award to
those Indians who transformed

the Swachchh Bharat campaign
into a “people’s movement”
and accorded topmost priority
to cleanliness in their day-to-
day lives.”No such campaign
was seen or heard about in any
other country in the recent past.
It might have been launched by
our government, but people
took control of it,” Modi said.

As a result, over 11 crore
toilets were built in the coun-
try in the last five years, which
was a record, he said. Stressing
that the success of the campaign
could not be measured in num-
bers, the prime minister said the
poor people and the women of
India were benefitted the most
by it. “Due to lack of toilets, a
number of girls had to drop out
of schools. Our daughters want
to study, but because of lack of
toilets, they had to abandon
their education mid-way and sit
at home,” he added.

It was the responsibility of
his government to help the

girls and women of the coun-
try come out of this situation
and it had performed the duty
with utmost sincerity, the prime
minister said.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) had also
acknowledged his
Government’s efforts in this
regard and said due to the
Swachh Bharat campaign, a
possibility was created to save
three lakh human lives, he said.

Modi said he was told that
the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation had also reported
that as rural sanitation had
improved in India, it had led to
a decline in heart problems
among children and improve-
ment in the Body Mass Index
(BMI) among women.

Expressing happiness that
Gandhi’s dream of cleanliness
was about to be fulfilled, he
said, “Gandhiji used to say a vil-
lage could only become a model
when it was completely clean.
Today we are heading towards
making the entire country a
model.”

“The campaign has not
only improved the lives of
crores of Indians, but it has also
played a significant role in
achieving the goals set by the
UN,” Modi said.

One of the least talked
about aspects of the Swachchh
Bharat Abhiyan was that the 11
crore toilets built under it had
opened a new chapter of eco-
nomic activity in rural India, he
said. Stating that the simple
meaning of democracy was
that people should be at the
centre of policies and schemes,
the prime minister said for
decades, India had witnessed
“constitutional federalism”, but
it was his government that
attempted to change it to “co-
operative federalism” and with
time, it was now moving
towards “competitive-coopera-
tive federalism”.

He also voiced satisfaction
that there was a race among all
the states in India now to bag
the top spot in the “cleanliness
ranking”. Reiterating the phi-
losophy of “Vasudhaiva

Kutumbakam” (the whole
world is one single family),
Modi said India wanted to
share its experience and exper-
tise with other countries.

Besides the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, many other “people’s
movements” such as “Fit
India” to promote fitness and
preventive healthcare, the “Jal
Jeevan Mission” focussing on
water conservation and recy-
cling were going on in India,
he said, adding that the coun-
try was headed towards getting
rid of single-use plastic by
2022.

The prime minister assert-
ed that he had full faith that
the strength and determina-
tion of 130 crore Indians
would ensure the success of all
such campaigns and thanked
everyone associated with the
Bill  and Melinda Gates
Foundation for bestowing the
honour on him. The cleanli-
ness campaign was launched
by the Modi government on
Gandhi’s birth anniversary on
October 2, 2014. 

From Page1
The three men arrested

earlier for extortion have told
the SIT that they sent messages
to Chinmayanand “in panic”
on the student’s directions
when the demanded money
was not delivered, the IG said.

They had threatened to
upload on social media video
clips that showed the woman
giving massages to the politi-
cian, police said. Another SIT
officer, Bharti Singh, said the
police arrested the student
after confronting her with
video clips — one of them on
an alleged conversation in a car
between her and the three
men discussing the alleged
extortion plan.

The officer claimed that
during the questioning in the
morning at her home, the stu-
dent “verified” the contents of
the clip and confirmed it had
her voice and that of the other
three.

On Friday, the SIT formed
by the Uttar Pradesh police on
the directions of the Supreme
Court, had arrested the BJP
leader on the basis of the
woman’s complaint.

He was sent to judicial
custody but shifted on Monday
to Lucknow’s Sanjay Gandhi
Post Graduate Institute of
Medical Sciences, where he is
still admitted under the care of

cardiologists.
Simultaneously, the SIT

team arrested Sanjay Singh,
Sachin Sengar and Vikram,
while booking the student her-
self on extortion charges lev-
elled earlier by Chinmayanand.

Her lawyer said another
application seeking her release
on bail will be filed in the ses-
sions court on Thursday.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Chinmayanand’s counsel Om
Singh said he also moved a bail
application in the district court
on Wednesday and it will be
heard on September 30.

His plea as earlier rejected
by the Shahjahanpur’s chief
judicial magistrate, who said it
should be placed before the ses-
sions court.

The SIT moved in to arrest
the law student a day after her
anticipatory bail application
was admitted in the district
court, which had scheduled its
hearing on Thursday.

SIT members took the
woman for a medical exami-
nation and later produced her
before the court of Additional
Chief Judicial Magistrate
Vineet Kumar, who sent her to
14 days’ judicial custody, offi-
cials said.

BJP’s state unit spokesper-
son Harishchandra Srivastava
told PTI that Chinmayanand is
not a party member any more.

However, he did not make
clear when the former the
three-time parliamentarian
stopped being a BJP member.

SIT chief Arora said the
forensic examination of the
evidence, including a pen drive
and mobile phones, revealed
there was “no addition, alter-
ation, morphing, modification
or editing” of the video clips.

He said the SIT has pre-
pared a chart of phone loca-
tions and calls that showed that
the student and the three oth-
ers were in touch with each
other.

On the spectacles fitted
with the spy camera used to
record the massage sessions,
Arora said, “They were bought
online in March by the girl.”

“The girl said they were in
her hostel room, which was
opened in the presence of a
forensic team, the principal, the
girl and her father, but it was
not found. We are yet to recov-
er it,” he said.

The SIT chief said the
mobile messages deleted by
Chinmayanand could not be
retrieved at the forensic science
laboratory where they were
sent. The phone has now been
sent to the Central Forensic
Science Laboratory (CFSL) in
Gujarat’s Gandhinagar, he said.

The woman and the three
alleged accomplices were

booked under IPC sections
385 (extortion), 506 (criminal
intimidation) and 201(disap-
pearance of evidence), and
under the Information
Technology Act.

Her family members said
police personnel brought her
out of the house without even
allowing her to wear her slip-
pers, an allegation rejected by
the police.

The family claimed the
police are being soft on the BJP
leader.

The politician, sent to judi-
cial custody after his arrest, was
booked under section 376C of
the IPC, a charge lesser than
rape.

It is usually applied in
cases where a person abuses his
position to “induce or seduce”
a woman under his charge to
have “sexual intercourse not
amounting to the offence of
rape”.

He was also booked under
sections 354 D (stalking), 342
(wrongful confinement) and
506 (criminal intimidation) of
the Indian Penal Code.

The student has accused
the leader of raping and phys-
ically exploiting her for over a
year.

The high court on Monday
had expressed satisfaction with
the progress report  on the case
submitted by the SIT. 
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“Today India has a gov-

ernment that respects busi-
nesses and wealth creators.”

“In new India, we have run
a campaign of de-regulation,
de-licensing and de-bottle-
necking. These reforms have
helped India improve perfor-
mance in every global rank-
ing,” he said, citing a jump of
10 ranks on Logistics
Performance Index, 13 places
rise on Global
Competitiveness Index, 24
places climb on the Global
Innovation Index and 65
places jump on the World
Bank’s Ease of Doing Business
Index.

India, he said, is investing
Rs 100 lakh crore or USD 1.3
trillion in developing modern
infrastructure.

Stating that the target of
nearly doubling the economy
to USD 5 trillion by 2024 was
achievable, he said about USD
1 trillion was added to the size
of the economy during last five
years.

India has a young and
energetic talent pool with the
world’s largest engineering
education base and solid R&D
facilities, he said, adding the
large population in India is
becoming economically
empowered with rising pur-
chasing power and thereby

creating demand.
Almost every citizen in

India has a unique ID, mobile
phone and bank account
which is being used for tar-
geted delivery of services,
plugging leakages and bring-
ing in transparency, he said.

In the last five years, India
has got USD 286 billion of for-
eign direct investment, which
is half of what the country
received in the previous 20
years. “Half of American FDI
has come in last four years,” he
added.

As many as 90 per cent of
investment has come in sectors
where foreign investment is
under automatic route and 40
per cent has come as green-
field investment. “This means
that today investor confidence
in India has increased,” he said.

“India is No.1 on seven out
of 10 investments indicators
including political stability,
currency stability, high-qual-
ity products, anti-corruption,
low cost of production, strate-
gic location and respect for
IPR,” he said.
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From Page1
The HKH region includes

mountain ranges of the Tien
Shan, Kun Lun, Pamir, Hindu
Kush, Karakoram, Himalayas,
and Hengduan and the high-
altitude Tibetan Plateau which
produce one of the world’s
largest renewable supplies of
freshwater.

It supports 120 million
people directly through irri-
gation systems, and a total of
1.3 billion indirectly through
river basins in India, China,
Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Afghanistan.

“Hindu Kush Himalayan
regions are extremely suscep-
tible to temperature increase.
Under a 1.5 C global warming
scenario, the areas are pro-
jected to warm up by more
than 2 C on average by the end
of this century,” the report
said.

“Most of the projections

also indicate overall wetter
conditions in the future and
increases in extreme precipi-
tation events. This will lead to
significant losses in glacier
volume, from 36 to 64 per cent,
depending on the warming
scenario, and impact timing of
water flows and water avail-
ability. So, the rate of risk is
extremely high in present
emission scenario,” the report
said.

Highlighting the impact of
global warming and its impli-
cations in water resources in
the HKH region, one of the key
authors of the report said that
it affect water for domestic use,
agriculture and hydroelectric-
ity.

“Snow and glacier melt
from high mountains helps to
sustain the rivers that deliver
water resources to downstream
populations. Due to global
warming and its implications

in the water resources in the
HKH region, three sectors
would be directly affected -
water for domestic use, agri-
culture and hydroelectricity,”
said Prakash.

The report also said that
with just 50 cm of sea-level
rise, 150 million people would
face flooding in port cities
around the world.

Among the 46 cities at risk
due to sea level rise, two are
Indian cities of Mumbai and
Kolkata, which may experience
severe and frequent floods, it
said.

The IPCC report, which
was approved on September 24
by 195 member countries, will
be a crucial scientific input at
the 25th Conference of Parties
at the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) at
Chile in December this year.
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From Page1
A speeding truck had hit

the car in which the rape sur-
vivor was travelling with her
family members and lawyer.
Two of her aunts were killed,
while she and her lawyer
were critically injured.

The court has issued a
slew of directions under the
witness protection guidelines
for arranging accommoda-
tion for the 2017 Unnao rape

survivor and her family in
Delhi after the Uttar Pradesh
government said they 
wanted to reside in the
national capital apprehending
threat to their lives in their
home state.

The rape survivor’s moth-
er had a discussion with the
judge about their relocation
arrangements and said they
be allowed to live in Delhi as
they apprehend threat to their

lives and liberty in case they
go back to their native village
in Unnao district, a lawyer
privy to the proceedings said.

The woman was alleged-
ly kidnapped and raped by
expelled BJP MLA Kuldeep
Singh Sengar in Unnao in
2017, when she was a minor.
The court had framed charges
against  Sengar and co-
accused Shashi Singh in the
case.
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I HIMANSHU SAINI s/o LALIT
SAINI R/o Flat No. 36, Block -
D, Pocket- 10, Sector-7, Delhi-
110085, have change my name
to HEMANSHU SAINI for all
future purposes.

PD(8662)A
I, Amit Kumar Jha R/o.24,
Navjagriti Appartment,
Vashundhara Enclave,
Delhi110096, being Natural
Guardian&Father, have
changed my minor son's  name
from TUSYA ABHIRAJ  to
TUSYA ABHIRAJ JHA
(DOB.10.09.2007) for all future
purposes vide affidavit  exe-
cuted on 25.09.2019 and sworn
before Notary, Alaka Nayak,
(Regn. No.10639) of Delhi.  

PD(8663)A

◆                    ◆CHANGE OF NAME
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With close to six lakh TB
patients still not on the

radar and an additional two
lakh being detected but
remaining untreated, the Modi
Government's target to elimi-
nate the deadly disease by 2025
would require Herculean
efforts.  However, the detection
rate has increased by 16 per
cent giving a fillip to the
Government's initiatives in this
regard.

The Government's target is
actually five years ahead of that
set by the United Nations ie
2030 under its Sustainable
Development Goals to end the
TB epidemic.

The Annual TB report
2019, which was launched here
on Wednesday at an event, stat-
ed that the detection of 21.5
lakh TB patients is a 16 per cent
increase compared to 2017.
Of these, 5.37 lakh TB patients
were picked up from the private
sector, a 35 per cent increase
from the previous year. 

Racing against time, as it
makes efforts to reach out to
every TB patient in the coun-
try, the Union Health Ministry
has kicked off  the 'TB Harega
Desh Jeetega' campaign. 

On the occasion, Union
Health Minister Harshvardhan
noted that there were "still 5.5
lakh patients" who were
untraceable in the country,
even as he remained optimistic
saying that India could become
TB free before its target of 2025.

The TB report says that of

the 27 lakh estimated TB cases,
the Revised National TB
Programme (RNTCP) was able
to pick up 21.5 lakh TB patients.
"Not all 21.5 lakh patients had
access to treatment. Over two
lakh patients were further elim-
inated, as even though they
were detected positive for TB,
the Ministry was not able to
provide treatment to them.
Treatment was initiated in 19.1
lakh cases, which is 90 per cent
of those detected," it says.

The report further states
that 40,761 new patients who
were notified in 2017, died. Of
the patients who were on the
treatment rolls from previous
years, upto 13,423 patients died.
The time taken for TB treat-
ment can be between 6 months

to over two years.While the
annual report was ready in
June itself, it was released after
a delay of close to three months.

The report also said that 79
per cent of those patients noti-
fied in 2017 have completed
treatment.

Sanjeeva Kumar,
Additional Secretary, Health
Ministry said that in 2018,
upto 14.4 crore population was
screened under the Active Case
Finding programme, which led
to an additional reporting of 49,
733 cases while Vikas Sheel,
Joint Secretary in the said,
"Currently TB is declining at 1-
2 per cent per year, and to
achieve the goal by 2025, we
need to have an accelerated
annual decline in TB inci-

dence by about 10 per cent."
The report also states that

there are 3,794 extensively
drug-resistant patients, which
means that very few drugs
work on them.

The report also stressed on
the expansion of access to ser-
vices. It said that over 19 lakh
patients were now under the
Fixed Dosage Combinations
that were provided to all
patients, while adding that the
there had been an increase in
proportion of patients on injec-
tion free-drug regimens had
gone up by 67% in 2017 to
98.5% in 2018.

Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh were dubbed the best
performing state above the 50
lakh population.
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Citing the UK Supreme
Court ruling that British

Prime Minister Boris Johnson's
controversial move to suspend
Parliament in the run-up to
Brexit was "unlawful", senior
Congress leader Kapil Sibal
on Wednesday said in India
there is no scrutiny as bills are
passed as 'money bills' and
some key acts like the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) have
been passed without proper
scrutiny. It is a wake-up call for
the courts, he said. 

"UK Supreme Court :
Executive power can't silence
Legislative scrutiny. In India no
scrutiny of : 1) Clearly not
'Money Bills' .  2) UAPA;
Amending Art. 370 etc. Other
ways to silence opposition:
Latest: Lavasa's family; Sharad
Pawar. A wake up call for
Courts!," Sibal tweeted. 

In an embarrassment to
Johnson, the UK Supreme
Court termed his move to sus-
pend Parliament in the run-up
to Brexit as "unlawful". 

Attacking the Modi gov-
ernment, Sibal also said it is
adopting different ways to
silence the opposition that
includes the Income Tax scruti-
ny against Election
Commissioner Ashok Lavasa's
family, against whom notices
have been sent, and
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
action against NCP leader
Sharad Pawar.

Another Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor had said that
the significance of UK Supreme
Court's judgement for those of
us who live in other parlia-
mentary systems inspired by
the British model should not be
missed.  

"The judgement makes
clear that the leeway for the
political executive to subvert
convention is limited: the exec-
utive cannot simply distort the
rules of procedure & conduct
of business under the garb of
the Parliament's privilege as a
sovereign body to do as it
wants. The Court's reasoning is
that the executive's legislative
majority cannot be used to
obstruct Parliament's work,"
he tweeted

"To put it bluntly, the exec-
utive, in the name of its
Parliamentary majority, cannot
use Parliament's own powers
and privileges to undermine
itself. In short, Parliament can-
not be induced by its own
majority to commit suicide.
Note: UK precedents are often
cited by Indian courts," he also
said. 
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Against the backdrop of US
president Donald Trump's

effusive praise for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
subsequent criticism of it from
some quarters, Union Minister
Jitendra Singh on Wednesday
said those who do not feel
proud of Trump describing
Modi as the ‘father of India’, do
not consider themselves
Indians.

In his no-holds-barred
appreciation of Modi, Trump
on Tuesday credited the former
with uniting India. 

"I remember India before
was very torn. There was a lot
of dissension, fighting and he
brought it all together. Like a
father would. Maybe he is the
father of India," Trump said in
Newyork during Modi's ongo-
ing US tour. 

The union minister said
India is being respected in a
way which was rare in the past.
He was speaking  on the side-
lines of the launch of
CPGRAMS reforms here in the
Department of Posts.

"People who live abroad are
proud today of being Indian.
This is happening due to the
personality and personal out-
reach of Prime Minister Modi,"
said the Minister of State for
Prime Minister's Office.

Asked to comment on US
President's comment on the
Prime Minister, Singh said that
he had never heard anything
like this from any American
president for an Indian prime
minister.

"If an impartial and bold
statement comes from America
and its President then I feel
every Indian should feel proud
regardless of his political affili-
ations with any party or 
ideology.

"This is the first time that
an American president has
used this kind of words of
praise not for an Indian Prime
Minister but for any other
world leader and if someone is
not proud of this, then maybe
he does not consider himself
Indian," Singh sought to say.

When asked that some
Congress leaders have asserted
that there could be only one
father of the nation, Singh said
for this, the Congress will have
to argue with Trump.

Criticising Pakistan for its
role in terrorism, Singh said "as
far as terrorism and Pakistan's
role in advancing terrorism is
concerned, foreign countries
which earlier did not buy
India's narrative of Pakistan's
involvement in terrorism are
now accepting it and its cred-
it goes to Prime Minister
Modi".
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On the lines of Australia
which has popularised the

concept of the dual-flush sys-
tem to conserve water, India
should make the two-bucket
system compulsory for garbage
disposal, with one bucket
reserved for plastic waste, com-
pulsory,  Union Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said
on Wednesday.

Proper segregation and
recycling is the only solution to
the environmental risk posed
by plastic waste, said the Union
minister for Jal Shakti while
addressing a conclave on
'Circular Economy on Plastic
Waste' here.

He said "The main chal-
lenge is segregation of plastic
waste at source. Like Australia
popularised the concept of the
dual-flush system to conserve

water, India should make the
two-bucket system, with one
bucket reserved for plastic
waste, compulsory." 

"In the US, each person
uses 120 kg of plastic every
year. It is 68 kg in Europe and
around 40 kg in China. In
India, only 11 kg of plastic is

used per person annually.
Though our plastic 'consump-
tion' is undoubtedly the lowest,
our pollution (due to plastic) is
the maximum," he said.

Shekhawat said the rea-
sons were that "we have a huge
population and until now, we
lacked ways to recycle plastic
properly." The reason why India
did not have a way of recycling
plastic was the lack of awareness
about pollution caused by plas-
tic, he said, adding a massive
awareness campaign has been
started after the clarion call
given by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.Plastic cannot
be ignored completely, the
Union Minister said while dis-
playing a jacket made of recy-
cled plastic and wool.

He said T-shirts of global
sports brands, which are selling
in the market for Rs 3,000 to Rs
5,000, are made of recycled

plastic. The minister also
stressed on the importance of
involving the intelligentsia, acad-
emia and youths to make such
awareness campaigns successful. 

According to The Energy
and Resources Institute (TERI),
India produces over 15,342
tonnes of plastic every day. The
country's average per capita
consumption of plastic is esti-
mated to increase to 20 kg by
2020, according to the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas.

Prime Minister Modi, who
is leading efforts to scrap single-
use plastics by 2022, is likely to
announce a ban on a few items
on October 2, the birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi. In his
Independence Day speech, Modi
had urged people to avoid using
plastic bags, and technicians
and entrepreneurs to look at 
innovative ways to recycle 
plastic.
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The Modi Government has instituted the high-
est civilian award for contribution to India's

unity and integrity in the name of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, the country's first Home Minister
credited for the integration of the
princely states in India. 

The award, comprising a
medal and a citation, would not
be conferred posthumously
except in very rare and highly
deserving cases, the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) said in a
statement. No monetary grant or
cash reward would be attached to
the award and not more than
three awards would be given in
a year. The award would be
announced on the occasion of
National Unity Day — the birth
anniversary of Sardar Patel on
October 31, the statement said.

The award seeks to recognise
notable and inspiring contribu-
tions to promote the cause of

national unity and integrity and to reinforce the value
of a strong and united India. It will be conferred by
the President by a sanad under his hand and seal,
and presented by him in a presentation ceremony
along with the Padma award presentation ceremony
held at Rashtrapati Bhawan, MHA said.
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Aday after an overzealous
Shashi Tharoor put the

Congress in a spot with his pic-
torial act, the former Union
Minister on Wednesday sought
to make amends to his bid to
be one up on the BJP as he
maintained that the first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
remained more popular than
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Tharoor said, Nehru was
the only Indian PM to be
greeted on arrival at the air-
port by a US President.
"Jawaharlal Nehru remains
the only Indian Prime
Minister to be greeted on
arrival at the airport by a US
President & it happened twice:
President Harry S Truman in
1949 and President John F
Kennedy in 1961 both received
him off the plane," he said. 

Against the backdrop of the
mega 'Howdy Modi' event in
Houston, Tharoor had found
himself in a spot of Twitter
trouble when he posted a picture
of Nehru and Indira Gandhi in
what he claimed was the US.
only to clarify later that it was
probably from their visit to the
USSR. The Congress leader,
who had tweeted the photograph
of the first prime minister and his
daughter in an open vehicle
waving to large crowds of peo-
ple, was also trolled for mis-
spelling Indira Gandhi's name as
"India Gandhi".
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Fearing a backlash in the
forthcoming Assembly polls

due to the non-payment of the
promised loan waivers to farm-
ers in three states where
Congress wrested power from
BJP last year, the Rajasthan
Government on Wednesday
finally sanctioned a proposal to
grant additional budget of
�100 crore as farmers' long-
term loan waiver scheme.

Congress in its manifesto
had announced the loan waiv-
er scheme for farmers within
10days of government forma-
tion in all the then poll-bound
states of Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. 

Gehlot announced the
�100-crore grant of additional
budget towards farmers' long-
term loan waiver scheme, 2019
in Rajasthan.  "The decision was
taken in the larger interest of
farmers," said a state govern-
ment release. The Congress
government in the state had
announced the loan waiver
scheme for farmers after assum-
ing office in December last year. 

AICC sources said that the
party leadership directed
Gehlot to work on the grants
within a couple of days as the
party will announce farmers'
benefit schemes in its manifesto

for the State assembly polls in
Maharashtra and Haryana.
Both the states are agricultur-
ally significant and the party is
looking forward to wrest power
from BJP in both the States. 

Farm loan waiver
announced by the then party
chief Rahul Gandhi during the
last year State assembly polls
turned out to be controversial
as Congress MLAs in Madhya
Pradesh have openly criticized
the Kamal Nath government
for not implementing the
scheme. MLAs and senior
party leader Jyotiraditya
Scindia at public platforms
voiced concern over the delay
in disbursement of the waiver
which was announced by none
other than Rahul himself.
Rahul had announced to waive

the loans within 10 days of gov-
ernment formation. 

Sources said that interim
party chief Sonia Gandhi has
asked the CMs of MP,
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh to
swiftly work on the feasibility
as announced in the party's
manifesto and start the dis-
bursal process. Farmers of these
states too have complained by
comparing it with the Narendra
Modi farmers scheme that was
announced by NDA govern-
ment in this year budget before
the Lok Sabha polls. 

Congress MLA Lakshman
Singh, brother of senior party
leader and former chief minis-
ter Digvijaya Singh, last week
had said Rahul Gandhi should
not have made the 10-day farm
loan waiver promise ahead of
the Assembly elections in the
state.

"Waiving loans worth
�45,000 crore in 10 days was-
n't possible, but still if he
(Rahul) made a promise, we
should seek forgiveness from
the public," said Lakshman. 

"If we could not fulfill our
promise, we should simply
apologise to the public," said
Lakshman, urging the Kamal
Nath-led government to clari-
fy when the entire loan amount
of farmers would be 
waived.
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New Delhi: Nearly two weeks
after worst ever drone and
missile attacks on its oil facili-
ties, Saudi Arabia has said it
will ramp up cooperation with
India in combating terrorism,
including by choking flow of
funds to terror groups and
boosting intelligence sharing.

Saudi Ambassador Dr
Saud bin Mohammed Al Sati
said India and Saudi Arabia are
closely cooperating with each
other in fighting terrorism and
enhancing their level of engage-
ment to deal with the menace.

A series of drone and mis-
sile attacks on the oil facilities
of Saudi Aramco, the country’s
largest petroleum company, on
September 14 knocked out half
its daily oil production, severe-
ly impacting the global oil
market and triggering fresh
tension between Saudi Arabia
and Iran.

Yemen’s Houthi terror
group has taken responsibility
for the biggest-ever attacks on
Saudi oil facilities. Saudi Arabia
and its ally, the US, have
blamed Iran for the attacks but
Tehran has strongly denied
the allegations.

“Saudi Arabia and India
have been closely cooperating
with each other in fighting ter-
rorism, including through
exchange of information and
intelligence,” Al Sati told PTI in
an interview.

Saudi Arabia, known to be
a key ally of Pakistan, has been
siding with India in its cam-
paign to rid the region of ter-
rorism and pledged to extend
all cooperation to effectively
deal with the challenge. Both
countries already signed several
agreements in the field of secu-
rity, including an extradition
treaty. PTI

3���@���	$����	)��#��
��	�����	���@������
���,������	����	����

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court Wednesday said it would
hear on October 3 the pleas
challenging the validity of
amendments to the SC/ST Act
last year that had nullified its
verdict diluting the provisions
of arrest under the law.

However, a bench headed
by Justice Arun Mishra said it
would not accept any written
submissions from any party on
the Centre's plea seeking review
of the top court's March 20,
2018 verdict.The apex court,
which on September 18
reserved its verdict on the
Centre's review petition, had
indicated that it would pass cer-
tain directions to "bring in
equality" as per the provisions
of law and asked the parties to
file their written submissions
by September 20.Earlier, the
top court had reserved order on
the Centre''s plea seeking to
recall 2018 judgement. PTI
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In a first of its kind a wildlife
hospital on the outskirts of

Bengaluru has found tradi-
tional Chinese veterinary med-
icine and acupuncture to treat
spinal injuries on the snakes.  

The veterinarians at the
Wildlife hospital run by  People
For Animal (PFA), a voluntary
organisation,  working for the
urban wildlife have come up
with  a unique and advanced
way to treat the spinal injuries
commonly found in snakes in
and around Bangalore. 

The experts found this as a
novel way of treatment which
blends the traditional Chinese
veterinary medicine of
acupuncture with the ultra-
modern Laser physiotherapy to
trigger the immune response
and thus fasten the healing
process of the injured snakes.
According to the vets, it also
reduces the pain and inflam-
mation inflicted during the

injury. This acupuncture is a
unique methodology in the
treatment of injured snakes.

According to Colonel (Dr.)
Navaz Shariff, Chief
Veterinarian at  PFA, the esca-
lating and unplanned urbani-
sation has affected the snakes
as much as it has affected any
other wildlife species.
“Indiscriminate use of earth
equipments, bulldozers and
machines to clear for expansion
have resulted in a steep increase
in the number of spine injuries
found in snakes”, he said. “The
snakes are a vital link in the
food chain have been victims of
unmindful of urbanisation and
the urgent need is to  save
them.”

“The unique combination
therapy is a novel procedure
that is being practiced for the
first time in Veterinary medi-
cine. We, at PFA, consider
snakes play a pivotal role in the
nature’s food chain and this
path-breaking techniques using

traditional Chinese veterinary
medicine of Acupuncture with
the ultramodern Laser physio-
therapy to address their spinal
accidents,“ he adds. Recently
the PFA had organised an
international workshop   on
this path-breaking treatment
for spinal injuries in snakes .

Col Shariff a retired army
officer use to treat spinal
injuries of  dogs and other ani-
mals using the acupuncture
and  advanced laser technolo-
gy and for first time in the
world he  is using the acupunc-
ture and laser treatment for the
spinal injured snakes. He says
this has worked so well and
effective and has reduced the
healing time of the inured
snake.

According to Alpana
Bharatiya founding trustee the
PFA has rescued and treated
more than 9227 snakes over 28
species until March, 2019.

Snakes are easily one of the
most influential yet miscon-

ceived species in the  ecosys-
tem. Indians have understood
their significance since long
time back that they are revered
as Gods in Indian mythology.
PFA holds an equivalent regard
for Snakes. Through their
Students Outreach Program,
PFA has visited nearly 4500
schools until June, 2019, and
has educated more than 2
Lakhs students on the aware-
ness about Snakes and wildlife
as a whole.

People for Animals, pro-
vides round the clock rescue
service for wildlife animals
with 24+7 functioning help
lines and ambulances. PFA
Bangalore has rescued over
24,000 wildlife animals which
envelopes 198 varieties of
wildlife species.

PFA provides  timely, spe-
cialised veterinary care to
injured urban wild animals,
rehabilitate them, and then
release them into their natur-
al or adoptive habitats.

“As of  2011 census,
Bangalore had seen a human
population growth of 53% as
compared to 2001. This has
grown even further in the last
5 years. These dramatic
increases have steadily result-
ed in urbanisation that has
adversely affected the city's
lakes, parks and partial forests
- causing significant ecological
imbalance. Not long ago,
Bangalore was a city of positive
coexistence, rich in urban

wildlife. With the effect of
urbanisation, we see an
increase in displaced animals
and orphaned young ones,
seeking safety, food and species
security. While the Wildlife
Acts are designed to protect the
nation's wildlife, they cannot
protect the wildlife that lives in
the cities”,  said a PFA docu-
ment.

Founded in 1996 by
Namrata Dugar, Alpana
Bhartia, Gauri Maini Hira and
Arushi Poddar, People for
Animals, Bengaluru, is a non-
profit animal welfare organi-
zation, formed under the
nationwide initiative and vision
of Maneka Gandhi.

Kolkata: Hitting out at TMC
for intentionally creating panic
over implementation of NRC
in West Bengal, the BJP and the
RSS said on Wednesday that
they will launch a counter
campaign in the State to allay
the fear of the people and
build public opinion on
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill.

The saffron organisations
would launch door-to-door
campaign in West Bengal to
allay the fears of the people
over NRC, they said.

Without naming the TMC,
a senior state RSS leader said
political parties should have
supported the Bill in
Parliament instead of opposing
it if they are worried over the
omission of Hindus from the
final NRC list in Assam.

"We will start door-to-door
campaign soon over NRC and
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill
(CAB). We will tell the gener-
al people why NRC is needed
to weed out Bangladeshi
Muslim infiltrators and that we
will first implement the CAB to
give citizenship to Hindu
refugees who have come to this
country from neighbouring
nations," said a senior State BJP
leader.

"The TMC is only creating

panic just to instill fear among
the masses. We will counter it,"
he said.

Fear over implementation
of the NRC in the state has
made hundreds of people to
queue up at government and
municipal offices here and
across West Bengal to collect
their birth certificates and
other necessary documents.

The fear has been sparked
by the alleged omission of
about 12 lakh Bengalis from
the final National Register of
Citizen list in BJP-ruled Assam
despite assurances by the TMC
government that the NRC will
not be allowed in West Bengal.

Apparently referring to
TMC's opposition to the Bill,
RSS West Bengal secretary
Jishnu Basu said a few political
parties are creating panic to
serve their own vested interests.

"If they (TMC) are so con-

cerned about Hindus then why
are they opposing the CAB?
They should support it. We
want to categorically say that
CAB will be passed in
Parliament soon to grant citi-
zenship to Hindu refugees.
Those who don't want Hindus
to get citizenship are opposing
the CAB. We will campaign to
inform the masses about the
need for NRC and CAB," Basu
said.

He said the NRC and the
CAB are required to protect
West Bengal as infiltrators
from Bangladesh are taking
shelter in the state and are
involved in anti-national activ-
ities.

"This is not just harmful for
the Bengali Hindus but also for
Indian Muslims and is equally
harmful for the security of our
country," Basu said.

The CAB, 2019 provided

for according Indian citizen-
ship to Hindus, Jains,
Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists
and Parsis from Bangladesh,
Pakistan and Afghanistan after

seven years of residence in
India instead of 12 years, which
is the current norm, even if
they do not possess any docu-
ment.

The legislation was passed
by Lok Sabha during its winter
session on January 8 but could
not be cleared by the upper
house and lapsed. PTI

Thiruvananthapuram: The
South Asian Climate Outlook
Forum has predicted normal
northeast monsoon in Kerala
and South India during
October-December season this
year.

Above normal rainfall is
likely over most part of Sri
Lanka, Maldives and eastern
parts of Myanmar during this
period. However, below normal
rainfall is likely over southern
parts of Myanmar and some
areas at the foothills of
Himalayas, according to the
consensus statement made at the
end of the 15th session of SAS-

COF, which met here.
Normal rainfall is likely

over remaining areas of the
region. During the season, nor-
mal to slightly above normal
temperature are likely, over most
part of the region, a government
press release said.

According to the release,
currently neutral El
Nino/Southern Oscillations
(ENSO) conditions are prevail-
ing in the Pacific Ocean and
Indian Ocean. These parame-
ters, which are known to influ-
ence the climate over South Asia,
are likely to continue at their cur-
rent level during the October to

December season.
The consensus climate out-

look for the 2019 October-
December season over South
Asia has been developed
through an expert assessment of
the prevailing global climate
conditions influencing the South
Asian climate.

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, who inaugu-
rated the main session of SAS-
COF on Climate Service User
Forum (CSUF) on Wednesday
said regular patterns of rain that
are known to two generations in
Kerala have drastically changed
during the last three years. PTI

Ahmedabad: Gujarat has
received over 126 per cent of
the average annual rainfall so
far this monsoon, with the
total 205 dams in the State filled
to 93.73 per cent of their capac-
ity, State officials said on
Wednesday.

According to the data pro-
vided by the State Emergency
Operation Centre, the state
received 1,029.54 mm rainfall,
almost 126.17 per cent of its
average annual rainfall this
season.

Kutch and south Gujarat
regions received 144.58 per
cent and 137.73 per cent rain-
fall respectively, the maximum
in the state, the officials said.

North Gujarat districts,
however, received only 96.69
per cent of annual average
rainfall, with the lowest rainfall
recorded in Banaskantha and

Mehsana districts at 89.10 and
89.28 percent respectively, it
said.

Patan, Gandhinagar,
Ahmedabad and Mahisagar

are other districts that received
below average rainfall this sea-
son, the data showed.

Chhota Udepur in central
Gujarat received the maxi-
mum rainfall for a district in
the state at 163.98 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bharuch in south at
161.08 per cent.

The data showed that
Saurashtra received 125.38 per
cent of the average rainfall, with
Jamnagar district in the region
receiving the maximum 149.49
per cent rainfall, followed by
Morbi at 139.54 per cent.

The Narmada Water
Resources and Water Supply
Department said that all the
205 dams or reservoirs in the

state are filled to 93.73 per cent
of their capacity with 23,641.6
million cubic feet water. Of
these, nine dams have reached
100 per cent of their capacity.

Forty six of these dams are
90 per cent full, while 10 oth-
ers are filled around 80 to 90
per cent of their storage capac-
ity. Fifteen dams in north
Gujarat region are 61.23 per
cent full.

The Sardar Sarovar Dam
is 98.54 per cent full at 9,321.52
million cubic feet water and is
currently at a level of 138.25
metres as against its full reser-
voir level of 138.68 metres, the
government said. 

PTI
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Kolkata: BJP national general
secretary Kailash Vijayvargiya
on Wednesday said that NRC
will be "100 per cent" imple-
mented in West Bengal and not
a single Hindu will have to
leave the country.

Without naming the TMC,
Vijayvargiya, who is BJP's
Bengal minder, said certain
political parties and politicians
are trying to instill fear among
the general people over NRC by
spreading canards.

"Be 100 percent sure about
NRC in Bengal. But Hindus
have nothing to fear as we are
soon bringing the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill in
Parliament," he said at a pro-
gramme here.

"As the national general

secretary of BJP I want to
assure all of you that NRC will
be implemented but not a sin-
gle Hindu will have to leave the
country. Each and every Hindu
will be given citizenship," he
added.

The attempt by "some
political parties" to create a
"fear psychosis" among the
people will not yield any results,
he said at a programme here.

Hinting at the TMC,
Vijayvargiya said there are cer-
tain people who are trying to
"spread canards and misguide
the people".

"India is not a charity
house that those who are the
majority community in
Bangladesh, Afghanistan and
Pakistan (Muslims) can infil-

trate, spread terror and take
away livelihood of our citizens,"
Vijayvargiya said.

Hindus in those countries
are minorities there and are
coming to India to protect
their lives, he said adding they
have nothing to worry about as
long as Narendra Mopdi is the
country's prime minister and
Amit Shah its home minister.

Hundreds of people are
queueing up at government
and municipal offices here and
across West Bengal to collect
their birth certificates and nec-
essary documents should the
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) be implemented in the
state despite assurances by the
TMC government that it would
not be allowed. PTI
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The 23rd edition of the
Trilateral Maritime

Exercise MALABAR, is sched-
uled between the navies of
India, Japan and USA from
Thursday off the coast of Japan.

Two frontline indigenous-
ly designed and built Indian
Naval Ships, the Multipurpose
Guided Missile Frigate
Sahyadri and ASW Corvette

Kiltan, with Rear Admiral Suraj
Berry, Flag Officer
Commanding Eastern Fleet
embarked onboard, arrived at
Sasebo on Wednesday to par-
ticipate in the exercise. In addi-
tion to the ships, a P8I Long
Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft,
also arrived in Japan.

The US Navy is being rep-
resented by USS McCampbell,
a Los Angeles-Class Attack
Submarine and a P8A Long

Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft.
The JMSDF would be partici-
pating with its Izumo Class
Helicopter Destroyer JS Kaga,
Guided Missile Destroyers JS
Samidare and Choukai and a
P1 Long Range Maritime Patrol
Aircraft.

MALABAR 2019 would
endeavour to further strength-
en India - Japan - US Naval
cooperation and enhance inter-
operability, based on shared

values and principles. The exer-
cise would encompass con-
duct of complex maritime
operations in the surface, sub-
surface and air domains, and
focus on Anti-Submarine
Warfare, Anti-Air and Anti-
Surface Firings, Maritime
Interdiction Operations (MIO)
including Visit Board Search
and Seizure (VBSS) and tacti-
cal scenario based Exercise at
Sea. In addition, the partner
navies would conduct official

protocol visits, professional
interactions including Subject
Matter Expert Exchanges
(SMEE), reciprocal ship visits,
sports fixtures and social events
during the harbour phase.

Participation of Indian
Naval ships and aircraft in the
exercise would significantly
bolster the strong maritime
bonds of friendship between
the three countries and con-
tribute to security and stabili-
ty in the region.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Wednesday com-

missioned Indian Coast Guard
Ship Varaha, the fourth in the
series of seven Offshore Patrol
Vessels at Chennai.

Director General Indian
Coast Guard DG
Krishnaswamy Natarajan, the

Commander Coast Guard
Eastern Seaboard, additional
director general KR Nautiyal,
and senior dignitaries of the
central and state government
were present.

Speaking on the occasion
Defence Minister said that it
was indeed reassuring to wit-
ness the growing strength of
Indian Coast Guard. It is
indeed impressive to see the
capability of  L&T Shipbuilding
Ltd yard for undertaking com-
plex shipbuilding in an exem-
plary manner and contributing
immensely to the vision of
‘Make in India’. Inclusion of
"Varaha" in the fleet would fur-
ther strengthen capabilities for
the multifarious roles of the
Indian Coast Guard, he added.

The OPV is named
‘Varaha,’ the third incarnation
of lord ‘Vishnu’ who took the
form of a boar to rescue god-
dess earth from the ocean by
lifting her on his tusks.  The
ship will be based at New
Mangalore, Karnataka under
the operational and adminis-
trative control of the
Commander Coast Guard
Region (West).

The ship is designed and

built indigenously by M/s
Larsen & Toubro Ltd at
Chennai and is fitted with
state-of-the-art navigation and
communication equipment,
sensors and machineries.  It has
the fire power of 30-mm gun
and 12.7mm gun with fire
control system for enhanced
fighting efficiency at sea. It is
also equipped with state of art
equipment and has a powerful
external firefighting system.
The ship is designed to carry
one twin engine helicopter and
four high speed boats includ-
ing two rigid hull inflatable
boats for swift boarding oper-
ation, search and rescue, law
enforcement and maritime
patrol.

The ship is also capable of
carrying pollution response
equipment to contain oil spill
at sea.

The vessel has a displace-
ment of  2100 tons and is pro-
pelled by two 9100 KW diesel
engines. The ship can attain a
maximum speed of 26 knots
and has an endurance of 5000
nautical miles which enables
her to go around half the globe
at economical speed.
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Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday announced an
annual assistance of �6,000 to
the victims of triple talaq till
their rehabilitation and said
they will also get free legal aid
from the State Government.

The Chief Minister, under
the Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas
Karyakram (PMJVK) here,
interacted with the women
who faced divorce through
outlawed practice of instant
triple talaq. He said such
women should be given rights
over waqf properties and also
called for several welfare mea-
sures that should be undertak-
en for their rehabilitation.

Around 300 women from
across the State attended the
event.

“Educated women should
be absorbed in Government
jobs as per their qualifications
while arrangements should
also be made for providing
them shelter and education
under various schemes. These
women should be covered
under the Ayushman Bharat
Yojana or under the Chief
Minister Arogya Scheme,” he
said.

Adityanath directed the
departments concerned to 
prepare welfare schemes for the
victims.

“Proper schemes should
be implemented for the over-
all development of the society
and no person should feel
neglected,” he said.

While assuring the triple
talaq victims that their griev-
ances will be redressed, the
chief minister in a stern warn-
ing to the police said they too

would be punished if it is
found that they failed to per-
form their duty.

Adityanath said women
have the right to live with 
dignity .

“In Uttar Pradesh, in last
one year, 273 cases of triple
talaq were reported from var-
ious districts in which FIR
was registered. 

We will ensure proper
grievance redressal of the triple
talaq victims and in case police
failed to do their duties, they
too will be punished,” the Chief
Minister said, adding the soci-
ety cannot develop if one com-
munity is neglected.

He asked the Additional
Chief Secretary (Home) to per-
sonally look into the concerns
of the victims who submitted
their applications during the
event.

The Chief Minister also
asked for identifying triple
talaq victims and holding such
interactive programmes at divi-
sional level.

“The Government is ready

to support all women, whether
Hindu or Muslim, who have
faced any kind of harassment.
The Government wants to
make it clear that even Hindu
men illegally having second
wife and harassing them would
not be spared and will face the
wrath of law,” he said.

The chief minister inau-
gurated and laid the foundation
stones for projects that are
meant to benefit the minority
community, according to a
State Government statement.

“I thank Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for bringing
law on triple talaq and taking
the step towards women
empowerment and honouring
the dignity of women. Only he
could have taken such step,” 
he said.

“I want to assure all the
women present here and other
women of the State that the UP
Government is there to support
them and help in all possible
ways while following the path
shown by Modi,” he said. 

PTI

Guwahati: Assam Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal
on Wednesday said the recent
cut in corporate tax will bene-
fit the manufacturing sector in
the North-East and lead to
growth and employment
opportunities in the region.

Sonowal told a Press con-
ference that the cut in corpo-
rate tax is a “historic step” and
will provide golden opportu-
nity to the manufacturing units
of the region, where the cor-
porate sector is looking for
chances of investment.

The Centre’s step a “bold
initiative” towards realising the
Prime Minister’s goal of mak-
ing the country a five trillion
economy and the north east
region with its proximity to
south east Asia will particular-
ly benefit from it and emerge

as an investor-friendly desti-
nation, the Chief Minister said.

The corporate sector has

already benefitted to the tune
of �1,000,47 crore and is look-
ing for new investment oppor-
tunities and expansion of units,
the Chief Minister said.

“I thank Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman

for taking this bold
and strong step
which has led to
a positive and
e n c o u r a g i n g
a t m o s p h e r e

across the coun-
try”, he added.

Sonowal said
that with the

reduction
in corpo-
rate tax,
companies
f r o m
China and

South Korea will express inter-
est in investing in the country.

“This will lead to increase
in exports leading to growth
and employment oppurtunities,
particularly in the north east,”
he added.

Sonowal accused the erst-

while Congress government at
the Centre of ignoring the
north east for 70 years since
India’s independence. 

“Due to this the region did
not get an opportunity to be a
part of mainstream India”.

He said the Act East Policy
of the Modi Government will
help north east to become
globally competitive.

The prime minister,
Sonowal said, has taken sever-
al initiatives to ensure the
development of the region
which he calls the ‘Asthalaxmi’.

The states of the region
under Modi’s guidance are tak-
ing steps to usher in develop-
ment, he said.

Stating that connectivity
with ASEAN and BBN coun-
tries have led to encouraging
development initiatives in the

region, he said farmers had
benefitted greatly from it and
are now able to sell their pro-
duce in Dubai, Abu Dhabi,
London, Hong Kong and
Singapore.

Air connectivity has been
established with Dhaka and
Bangkok from Guwahati and
very soon flights to more
ASEAN countries will be intro-
duced, Sonowal said.

Referring to Assam,
Sonowal said 240 MoUs worth
�80,000 crore was signed at the
Advantage Assam Investment
Summit organised by the State
Government in 2018.

This had translated into
setting up of 170 manufactur-
ing units, majority of them in
the oil and gas sector, involv-
ing �52,000 crore so far, he
added. PTI
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Ahmedabad: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will declare
country open defecation-free
on the occasion of the 150th
birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi on October 2.

Modi will make the decla-
ration in the presence of over
20,000 village heads at a func-
tion at the Sabarmati Riverfront
here during his visit to Gujarat,
Deputy Chief Minister Nitin
Patel said on Wednesday.

These village heads
(sarpanchs) would include
around 10,000 from Gujarat
and another 10,000 from across
the country, he said.

Dignitaries from across the
world are also expected to
attend the mega event to mark
the 150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi, said Patel.

“October 2 will be cele-
brated as Swachh Bharat Diwas
across the country. Our Prime
Minister would visit Gujarat on
that day and declare the entire
country open defecation-free in
the presence over 20,000
sarpanchs, including around
10,000 other states,” Patel told
reporters in Gandhinagar.

“To spread the message of
cleanliness to the masses, dig-
nitaries from across the world
have been invited to attend the
event to be held at the
Sabarmati Riverfront in
Ahmedabad on October 2,”
the BJP leader said.

People associated with
Gandhian institutions, high
court judges, Padma awardees,
students, educationists and vil-
lage-level sanitation workers
have also been invited for the
function, said Patel.

He said the 10,000
sarpanchs coming from other
states would be taken to dif-
ferent places associated with
the Father of the Nation such
as Dandi Memorial and
Mahatma Mandir.

PTI
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Srinagar: National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval arrived
here on Wednesday to take
stock of the situation in
Kashmir Valley and decide the
future course of action for the
smooth implementation of
Government plans after the
withdrawal of special status of
Jammu & Kashmir, 
officials said.

Doval will meet top secu-
rity officials and take stock of
security and development-
related activities in the State,
which will be converted into

two union territories —Jammu
& Kashmir, and Ladakh — on
October 31, the officials said.

It was not immediately
known how long the NSA
would stay in the valley.

The NSA had camped for
11 days in the valley after the
Centre announced its decision
to withdraw the special status
of the State under Article 370
and split it into two UTs on
August 5. During that period,
he had ensured that there was
no violence in the aftermath of
the Government’s decision.

During his previous stay,
he had taken rounds of the mil-
itancy-hit  Shopian town in
south Kashmir and Downtown
Srinagar.

He had also addressed per-
sonnel of the Jammu
&Kashmir Police, CRPF and
Army separately, telling them
about their successes in dis-
turbed areas and underling
their importance in ensuring
the safety of the country and
citizens.

The NSA has been closely
monitoring the situation and
ensuring smooth coordination
between all arms of security
forces in the hinterland as well
as along the line of control.

On August 5, the
Government announced the
decision to abrogate special sta-
tus of Jammu & Kashmir under
Article 370 of the Constitution,
and dividing the State into
two Union Territories. PTI
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Jammu: A special workshop
for pension was organised on
Wednesday by the Ministry of
Personnel for the BSF person-
nel here.

The Department of
Pension and Pensioners’
Welfare (DoPPW) under
Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions sent
a team of officers who con-
ducted the special workshop
for the Border Security Force
(BSF) on Pensioners’ Portal at
their frontier headquarters.

The workshop —attended
by over 100 officials including
N N Dubey, DIG,
Headquarters BSF, New Delhi
and Hardeep Singh, DIG,
Frontier BSF, Jammu —edu-
cated the pension dealing staff
of the force on the functional-
ity of the system so that they
can seamlessly process the pen-
sion, said the ministry in a

statement.
The ‘Bhavishya’ (future)

software — a common manda-
tory platform for all the central
government employees for the
purpose of processing pen-
sions— was discussed at length,
the statement said.

They were also educated
on Digital Life Certificate and
how the same can be digitally
given from the comfort of one’s
home, it said.

Jitendra Singh, the Minister
of State for Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions, had
directed the department offi-
cials to send a team of DoPPW
to Jammu, the ministry added.

PTI 

Muzaffarnagar: A court here
on Wednesday rejected the
bail plea of a Government
schoolteacher who was arrest-
ed last month allegedly for
getting the job by submitting
fake educational qualification
certificates and working for 17
years before being caught.

Additional District
Sessions Judge Vir Nayak Singh
rejected the bail plea of Parvesh
Kumari, who was appointed as
a primary school teacher in
2000.

According to Government
counsel Jitender Tyagi,
Kumari’s academic credentials
were found to be fake during
verification, following which
she was dismissed from the
service in 2017 and a case of

cheating was registered against
her.

She was arrested in
Tugalpur village here on
August 19.

The woman was paid a
total of over Rs 41 lakh in salary
in the 17 years, according to
officials.

The state education
department has ordered that
the amount be recovered from
her. PTI
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Agartala: In a major jolt to the
Tripura Congress, nine leaders
of the party, including its vice-
president, put in their papers on
Wednesday, a day after Pradyot
Kishore Debbarman announced
his resignation from the post of
its state unit chief.

Addressing a press meet
here, at the residence of
Debbarman, TPCC General
Secretary Sridam Debbarma,
who is among the nine leaders,
said the “royal scion has fallen
victim to a conspiracy”.

“Maharaja Pradyot was
forced to resign from the party
as he sought the implementation
of NRC exercise and refused to
compromise with a section of
corrupt leaders,” he claimed.

Among others present at the
meet were Dinesh Debbarma,
who is also a general secretary

of the party, and state unit vice-
president Sachindra Debbarma.

“Now that we have
resigned, many more in the
districts and the sub-divisions
will follow suit to protest
against the conspiracy to drive
out the ‘maharaja’. We may
form an independent party to
protect the interests of people,”
Sridam Debbarma said.

Extending support to
Debbarman, he said the
Congress could secure only
1.5% votes in the Assembly
elections last year, but after the
“maharaja” took over as the
TPCC president in February,
organisational strength
increased and the party man-
aged to bag 30% votes in the Lok
Sabha polls.

Training guns on AICC
General Secretary Luizinho

Felerio, who is also in-charge of
the northeast states, the TPCC
general secretary alleged that he
was a corrupt leader and the
party would not be able to win
power in the region in the next
fifty years, if he continues to be
at the helm.

Despite repeated attempts,
Debbarman, the grandson of
erstwhile Tripura king Bir
Bikram Kishore Manikya, could
not be contacted for his com-
ment.

Taking to Facebook, how-
ever, he said, “There are certain
people who are attacking me
personally on FB and on media.
ButIi dont care because I have
taken a stand to speak for our
people and state before speaking
for any political interests or
party...” 

PTI
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Allahabad: The Allahabad
High Court on Wednesday
stayed the arrest of senior
Samajwadi Party leader Azam
Khan in 27 cases of alleged
grabbing of land.

A two-judge of justices
Manoj Mishra and Manju Rani
Chauhan passed the order on
a petition filed by the former
Uttar Pradesh minister, chal-
lenging the FIRs registered
between July 13 and 20.

The court order protects
the former Uttar Pradesh min-
ister from arrest in 27 criminal
cases, registered on complaints

of forcible occupation of farm-
ers' land for the construction
related to his Mohammad Ali
Jauhar University in Rampur.  

The court has also asked
the state government and the
counsel appearing for farmers
to file their counter affidavit.    

The high court issued a
notice to actor-turned-politi-
cian Jaya Prada as Azam Khan
had contended that all FIRs
against him were lodged at her
behest. 

He has made Jaya Prada a
respondent.

The FIRs were lodged

against Khan by several farm-
ers at the Azeem Nagar police
station in Rampur. 

It was alleged in the peti-
tion by Azam Khan that the
FIRs were lodged against him
due to political enmity.

The next hearing into the
case is scheduled for October
24.     

On September 14,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav had said in Rampur
that all cases lodged against
Rampur MP Azam Khan
would be withdrawn if their
party came to power. PTI
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Remember the months before the
legislative elections, L’affaire Rafale
was in the news everyday, thanks
to the then leader of Opposition,
who alleged hanky-panky in the

intergovernmental deal signed between India
and France for acquiring 36 off-the-shelf
Rafale multi-role fighter planes. The day the
campaign was over, no line of negative writ-
ing has appeared in the media. Of course,
L’affaire was just an electoral plank and had
no connection with the reality of the deal itself. 

Dassault Aviation is back in the news and
this time for better reasons. The headline of
one national daily read, “Rafales are coming!
Deadly French fighter planes to arrive soon;
Rajnath to receive first aircraft this month.” 

It has been a long journey since the first
Request for Information for 126 Medium
Multi-Role Fighter Aircraft was made in 2001.
Five years ago, the then French Defence
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian came to India
on a two-day visit. He was trying to resur-
rect the stagnating deal with his Indian coun-
terpart, Manohar Parrikar. In an interview
for The Pioneer, he told me: “France and India
share a wide range of common interests. Our
strategic partnership, developing since 1998,
when the BJP was in power, includes defence
and security.” Regarding the Rafales, he
observed: “The negotiations are proceeding
well. For a project of this scale and such com-
plexity, which brings the transfer of 
know-how to several industrial stakeholders
of India, the pace is comparable to that of
other negotiations. Both our Governments
share the will to conclude it and this is, of
course, essential.”

But it was far from being done. In fact,
it took two more years and the will of the
Indian Prime Minister to sign a Government-
to-Government agreement for 36 planes. On
October 8, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
will finally receive the first plane at Dassault’s
factory in its facility in Merignac near
Bordeaux. The first four planes should arrive
in May 2020. Other jets will follow in quick
succession. What a protracted, painful road!

The Indian Air Force (IAF) has already
started training 24 pilots in three different
batches to fly the Indian custom-made com-
bat aircraft, which will be deployed (one
squadron each) at Ambala airbase in Haryana
and Hasimara in West Bengal.

As a new Chief of Air Staff (CAS) was
nominated, the IAF received “acceptance” for
its first Rafale in Merignac, where the planes
are assembled. On the tail of India’s new Rafale
is painted “RB-01”, standing for Air Marshal
RKS Bhadauria, who will take over as the new
CAS on October 1 and whose role was piv-
otal in negotiating the final deal between India
and France. The IAF’s Deputy Chief, Air
Marshal VR Chaudhary, had just flown the
Indian jet, which will be equipped with lat-
est gadgets, in particular Meteor missiles,
SCALP ground attack missiles and many
other equipment that must remain top-secret. 

This comes at a time when India faced

a difficult time on the interna-
tional scene with two of its
neighbours clubbing their forces
to internationalise the Kashmir
issue. China distastefully decid-
ed to support Pakistan’s objec-
tions to the abrogation of Article
370 of the Indian Constitution,
which has surprised many. India
undoubtedly needs all its ener-
gies, resources and friends to face
these two separate fronts. 

Incidentally, France was the
first country to torpedo the
Chinese initiative to get a state-
ment on the abrogation of Article
370 from the Security Council.
Further, on August 21, Jean-Yves
Le Drian, now Minister for
Europe and Foreign Affairs, tele-
phoned his Pakistan counterpart,
Shah Mahmood Qureshi and
told him that for France, Kashmir
was a bilateral issue between
India and Pakistan. Le Drian
pleaded for restraint, de-escala-
tion and easing the situation.  The
message was clear. 

France has a long relation
with India, particularly in the
domain of defence. In the early
1950s, India had purchased 71
Ouragans (known in India as
Toofanis) from the same Dassault
company. HS Malik, the then
Indian Ambassador to France,
wrote to then Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru in October
1953: “All of us in the Embassy,
who have been working on the
implantation of the contract with
the Defence Ministry here for the
supply of Ouragan aircraft, were

greatly relieved and delighted
when we got the news that our
four pilots with the four
Ouragans had reached Palam
safely.” He continued: “I venture
to bring to your notice the won-
derful cooperation that we have
received both from the French
officers of the Ministry of
Defence, from the Cabinet
Minister downwards and from
the French industry.”

Since then, India and France
remain reliable friends. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
French President Emmanuel
Macron’s special invitee at the G-
7 meet in Biarritz in South
France. The two leaders met
before and the joint statement
noted that the “traditional rela-
tionship is enduring, trustworthy,
like-minded and all-encompass-
ing. India-France relations are
marked by mutual trust between
two strategic partners who have
always stood by each other.” 

Modi’s visit further strength-
ened the strategic ties in crucial
sectors such as defence, nuclear
energy and maritime security
and deepened the bilateral coop-
eration to check the flow of funds
for terror activities. The collab-
oration with France in the Indian
Ocean is particularly noteworthy.
Apart from defence and new
fields in IT, cooperation has
developed in key areas such as
nuclear energy, space
International Solar Alliance and
joint development projects. 

Symptomatic of the close

relations, India and France
finalised a closer cooperation in
digital and cybersecurity
domain: “The two leaders have
adopted a cybersecurity and
digital technology road map,
aimed at expanding Indo-
French bilateral cooperation,
particularly in the strategic sec-
tors of high performance com-
puting and Artificial
Intelligence, with the target of
bringing our start-up ecosys-
tems closer to each other,” said
the joint statement. 

Both nations have been left
far behind by China and it is high
time that India collaborates with
friendly countries in this domain,
which will determine the super-
powers of tomorrow. With the
world in turmoil, France has been
and indeed is an enduring part-
ner for India. 

Tailpiece: One domain
where India could help France is
transport security. On the first
day of a recent visit to France, I
was robbed of my wallet with all
my cash in the Paris metro. It is
a fact that the Delhi metro is far
safer than Paris’. Indian engineers
should advise their French coun-
terparts how to have a clean and
secure transport system. The
number of other avenues in
bilateral collaborations is unlim-
ited, the purchase of 36 new air-
craft is already rumoured. Don’t
understand what “illumined” is
supposed to mean?

(The writer is an expert 
on India-China relations)
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Sir — This refers to the report,
“CM, minister to pay their own
income tax” (September 25).
Undoubtedly, the tax obligation
of an individual is “personal” and
not the responsibility of a demo-
cratically-elected Government.
Such an incoherent policy was
apparently framed to appease
the team of Ministers. The con-
tention by the then Government
headed by VP Singh was that the
Chief Ministers and Council of
Ministers were “too poor” to pay
their income taxes. 

That �86.87 lakh was paid as
income tax bill of the Ministers
by the State exchequer for the
last financial year corroborates
the gigantic amount allocated so
far on this account. This is an
absolute misuse of the authori-
ty for availing such an undemo-
cratic facility. The baffling pro-
vision also went against the
basic principles of bonafide
democracy. Incidentally, a num-
ber of Chief Ministers and
Ministers are billionaires, yet
they had been availing such
atypical benefits. 

Cicily Thomas
Kumbalamchuvattil
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Sir — The landmark decision of
the UK Supreme Court, where it
said that Boris Johnson’s decision
to suspend Parliament for five

weeks was “unlawful”, is one of
the most significant
Constitutional judgements in
modern times. However, some
legal experts worry that the
British judgement could set a
troubling precedent, opening the

door to a form of judicial review
that is widely accepted in the US
that has a Supreme Court that
actively interprets the
Constitution. In contrast, Britain
relies on an unwritten set of tra-
ditions and conventions that have

treated a sovereign Parliament as
the supreme law of the land. Once
the courts venture into the polit-
ical sphere and begin passing
judgements on Parliament’s
actions, they say there is no
going back. For democracies like
India, the ruling is a signal that
an independent judiciary can
find the leeway to rein in the
executive with numerical major-
ity when parliamentary conven-
tions are undermined. Normally,
courts steer clear of political
decisions taken by the executive.

Meghna A
New South Wales
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Sir — With Aadhaar already
mired in controversies over data
security and privacy, it is absurd
that the Government is mooting
the idea of one card for all utili-
ties. With a single card handling
all crucial data, individuals would
face an even greater risk. Better,
the Government should focus on
strengthening the economy first.

Gunjan
Via email
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Back in 2006, British mathematician Clive
Humby famously said, “data is the new oil,”
in the context of Tesco’s Clubcard Loyalty

programme, a basic marketing gimmick. Little did
he know that five years on his words would take
a life of their own with the onset of Industrial
Revolution 4.0 that is largely driven by Artificial
Intelligence (AI), Big Data and the internet of things
(IoT). As the world stands at the brink of an AI-
disruption, data is all the more critical. 

Simply speaking, an AI programme is a com-
puter code that can learn from real world situa-
tions and tweak itself to perform more efficient-
ly. This requires that it be fed large datasets to learn,
find patterns and draw conclusions. This enables
the AI to perform its task better, with accuracy that
enhances over time as more data is fed in. As AI
is being developed to solve increasingly complex
problems, especially in healthcare like diagnosing
a patient, impeccable accuracy is imperative. This
in turn requires developers to have access to large
amounts of representative and quality data. 

Recently, NITI Aayog’s proposal to develop an
institutional AI framework that identified health
as a core area was approved by the Finance
Ministry. In the coming few weeks, the Union
Health Ministry is also expected to release the final
National Digital Health Blueprint (NDHB). These
events are set to move conversations around AI in
healthcare to the centre stage, but the question of
relevant data for development of AI systems for
public health is yet to be answered comprehensive-
ly. Two dimensions of this question have to be con-
sidered — the data available and how to access it? 

While clinical data in the form of longitudi-
nal Electronic Health Records (EHR) would be crit-
ical for future development of this industry, mass
adoption of interoperable EHR systems is moving
slowly in India. In the interim, disease registries,
service and logistics tracking data and reposito-
ries of radiology scans might all serve as starting
points to develop useful AI applications. These
applications have to be trained on large datasets
that are usually available with the Government
through its national programmes and public health
facilities. Training on Government datasets also
ensures universal, error-proof applicability.
However, these remain inaccessible to academia
and the private sector alike.

Government as a gatekeeper: As compared
to other sectors, health data is highly sensitive and
requires the Government to protect it by limiting
access. However, as the open data movement takes
hold the world over, India has also been making
attempts at unlocking its wealth. The National Data
Sharing and Accessibility Policy (NDSAP) was
released to manage the release of Government data,
but it has not been implemented equally across
Government vestiges. The data platform set up
thereunder — data.gov.in — still suffers from the
lack of critical updated datasets that are granular
and clean enough to deliver value. Most depart-
ments still haven’t uploaded their mandatory min-
imum of five datasets and those who have,
upload top-level metadata. There are multiple con-
cerns that the Government has in unlocking data,
some legitimate but easily solvable and others
deeply embedded, which require a shift in culture.
Due to the lack of a comprehensive data privacy
legislation, even officials who understand the

potential of open data shy away from tak-
ing initiatives to unlock it. This is also
complicated by the recent global scan-
dals relating to commercial exploitation
of personal data by mega tech giants,
making officials wary of companies
dealing in data. Unlocking data has
another unintended consequence — it
brings to the fore concerns regarding the
quality  of the data collected, especially
when compared with parallely collected
data through different programmes.
This even thwarts efforts of inter-min-
isterial data sharing, let alone making
datasets publicly available. 

One issue with most datasets that
have been digitised is machine readabil-
ity. Scans of handwritten physical doc-
uments are illegible to machines without
proper annotation, such as labelling key
headers. The task of making even some
of the Government data machine read-
able is cumbersome but the benefits in
terms of cost-savings in resource plan-
ning and efficiencies in clinical care and
public health at large, make it a com-
pelling case. 

Concerns around commercial
innovations on citizen data: For those
select few within the Government, who
view data as an asset having commercial
value, the natural instinct is to prevent
what is primarily a public good from pri-
vate sector exploitation. Whether  data
collected by the Government should be
made available for free is a polarising
question. On one hand, it can be argued
that the data generated through citizens
should be freely released to companies
so that they can innovate and in turn pro-
vide better services. However, this school
of thought doesn’t account for the fact
that while companies make commercial
gains from the citizen’s data, the people
are neither given financial or other
benefits at the point of data-sharing nor
at the point of receipt of the final service.
Thus, engagement with patients and
incentivisation is necessary so that they

can be convinced to share their data using
comprehensive consent managers and
opt-out options. This adds to the cost
burden to the Government of creating
datasets for sharing. 

In fact, in making its data useable,
the Government would spend immense
costs in annotating and cleaning the data.
Open data as a principle is not opposed
to levying a fee for use of Government
datasets. Certain base datasets can be
released free of cost while premium sets
can be made subject to payment.
However, distinctions must be made
between non-commercial and commer-
cial use in terms of user fees. Models that
charge commercial entities in order to
adequately subsidise non-profit access to
datasets can be explored. Outside of user
charges, innovative models such as an
obligatory public service clause can also
be introduced in data-sharing agree-
ments for innovators using public data,
which can ensure public benefit at large. 

Moving swiftly to find this piece of
the jigsaw: Earlier this year, AI consul-
tancy Oxford Insights AI Readiness
Index pointed out that while India sits
at a comfortable 19th rank, it severely lags
behind its Asian competitors like China
and Singapore in open data and data
availability. Advancing India’s global
leadership will require the Government
to act swiftly to develop data-sharing col-
laborations and protocols. Smaller
datasets and non-commercial collabora-
tions might be a safe first step. 

Globally, medical colleges and uni-
versities are leading the way in making
smaller datasets publicly accessible in
order to spur innovations. The Stanford
ML Group’s open datasets like CheXpert,
for instance, allows participants access to
over 14,000 standardised high-resolution
chest X-ray scans to build and test their
AI algorithms. However, such open
datasets will continue to have limited use
and Government (or Government-
approved) datasets are necessary for

training and testing AI systems from a
regulatory standpoint. The Government
is well aware of this necessity and there-
fore, NITI Aayog tied up with
Department of Biotechnology to set up
an imaging ‘biobank’ for cancer. How
much of the data will be meaningful and
open for all remains to be seen, but ini-
tiatives like these are crucial. 

Traditionally, data is seen as some-
thing to be protected and kept hidden
instead of a resource that could bring
about economic and social value when
optimally utilised. Once seen as a pub-
lic asset, data sharing will kick-start auto-
matically. Environment like data sand-
boxes or creation of small data lakes to
allow innovators to train their AI must
be explored. In March 2019, CMS, the
US federal agency overlooking Medicare
and Medicaid programmes, launched the
AI Health Outcomes Challenge, which
invited AI solutions for predetermined
problems using certain Medicare claims
datasets. These confidence-boosting
steps show bureaucrats the value emerg-
ing technology applications can bring. 

Unlocking data also means explor-
ing watertight ways of preserving the pri-
vacy, security and traceability of data.
Advancement in technologies as distrib-
uted ledger technology (blockchain is a
popular form) hold answers to problems
such as ensuring single use when datasets
are shared. Technologies such as homo-
morphic encryption may enable train-
ing on a dataset without having to expose
the sensitive parts of the dataset. Debates
around tactical details of data sharing will
go on, but one thing is clear — there is
no value in keeping data locked. It is per-
tinent that we now move beyond mere
conversation and actually propel action
to unlock meaningful data. 

(Verma is a lawyer and policy con-
sultant and Eluri has led digital transfor-
mation projects in the pharmaceutical
industry. Both are with the International
Innovation Corps, Chicago University.)
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The spectre of global warming
is now reaching the deepest
and coolest parts of the plan-

et and its oceans. Considered the life
blood of the Earth, the oceans are an
amazing repository of life forms and
it is believed that some of the stun-
ning aquatic species are yet to be dis-
covered. Sadly, these are now falling
prey to global warming and pollution
as the flora and fauna in the marine
ecosystem have long been at the
receiving end of man-made malaise.
A case in point is the Great Pacific
Garbage Patch, a man-made floating
island of marine debris comprising
mostly plastic, weighing over 700,000
tonnes, in the North Pacific Ocean. 

Also known as the Pacific trash

vortex, this marine debris compris-
es the Western Garbage Patch near
Japan and the Eastern Garbage Patch
between Hawaii and California.
Oceanographers and ecologists
recently discovered that about 70 per
cent of marine debris actually sinks
to the bottom of the ocean and ruins
the marine ecosystem.

Closer home, the Indian coast-
line that supports an ancient and
diverse coral reef system is fighting
a different battle. Corals are referred
to as underwater rainforests because
of the important role they play in
supporting marine life and biodiver-
sity. They are also vital for fisheries,
tourism and as a repository of med-
icinal, agronomical and industrial
products. Based on a recent study, a
team of Indian researchers has
warned that rising sea temperatures
could put these fragile underwater
systems in peril. They analysed
information from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Optimum
Interpolated Sea Surface
Temperature database from 1982
onwards and found that three mass

bleaching events occurred in 1998,
2010 and 2016, impacting coral
reefs in the Andaman, Nicobar,
Lakshadweep, Gulf of Mannar and
Gulf of Kutch.

Oceans are massive sinks for
greenhouse gases. However, as they
absorb them, the oceans warm up

and there are changes in seawater
chemistry. Corals are sensitive to
temperature changes, which affect
photosynthesis and calcification of
their structures, making them prone
to diseases and even death. Sea
algae and corals share a symbiotic
existence and when seawaters turn

warm in summers and remain so for
more than 28 days, the corals expe-
rience thermal stress. Due to this,
they expel the zooxanthellae algae
residing in their tissues and turn
colourless, say the findings published
in the Current Science journal.
Although coral reefs are known to
recover from bleaching in a decade
or two, its severity can overwhelm
them and hamper their ability to
recover.

Coral bleaching is not specific to
Indian coasts. The most extensive
coral bleaching event from 2014 to
2017 affected reefs across the world,
including the Great Barrier Reef in
Australia, where the damage was
intense and also those along the east
coast of Africa, where the intensity
of destruction was slightly less.
Seychelles was the worst-hit, followed
by Madagascar, while parts of
Mauritius, Kenya and Tanzania were
badly impacted. If bleaching contin-
ues for an extended period, the
corals eventually die. 

Coral bleaching and mortality
exacerbated by climate change are the
biggest threats to oceanic biodiver-

sity as reefs provide the perfect
place for marine life to thrive, espe-
cially fish. The fallout of bleaching
and coral death is a rise in the growth
of fleshy macro algae in reefs, which
does not allow corals to revive by tak-
ing up their space. Interestingly,
depletion of corals also seems to have
a detrimental impact on tourism. For
instance, when intense coral bleach-
ing occurred in Africa, it hit the
scuba diving industry and tourism
badly. 

According to a World Bank esti-
mates, the African tourism industry
reported losses amounting to $2.2
million in Zanzibar and $15.09 mil-
lion in Mombasa. Even Seychelles
has lost a considerable amount of its
coral reefs and the country’s profits
from dive tourism have dipped. 

India must learn from these
global debacles and rush to save its
coral reserves from destruction. This
will not only preserve the environ-
ment and oceans but also protect the
tourism industry and the lives
attached to it.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist) 
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Around 14.24 lakh jobs were
created in July, higher than

12.49 lakh in the previous
month, according to a latest
payroll data from Employees’
State Insurance Corporation
(ESIC).

Gross enrolments of new
subscribers with the ESIC were
1.49 crore during 2018-19,
National Statistical Office
(NSO) said in a report.

It also showed that during
September, 2017 to July, 2019,
around 2.83 crore new sub-
scribers joined the ESI scheme.

The NSO report is based
on the payroll data of new sub-
scribers of various social secu-
rity schemes run by the ESIC,
retirement fund body EPFO
and the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development
Authority (PFRDA).

It has been releasing the
payroll data or new subscribers
data of these three bodies since
April, 2018, covering a period
starting from September 2017.

The report showed that
gross new enrolments with the
ESIC during September 2017 to
March 2018 were 83.34 lakh.

A net of 11.61 lakh new
enrolments with the
Employees’ Provident Fund

Organisation (EPFO) were
recorded in July, as compared
to 10.75 lakh in June this year.

During 2018-19, 61.12 lakh
new subscribers on a net basis
joined the social security
schemes run by the EPFO.
Similarly, the net new enrol-
ments were 15.52 lakh during
September 2017 to March
2018.

It showed that during
September, 2017 to July, 2019;
around 2.65 crore new sub-
scribers joined the EPF scheme.

The report said that since
the number of subscribers are
from various sources, there
are elements of overlap and the
estimates are not additive.

The NSO said the present
report gives different perspec-
tives on the levels of employ-
ment in the formal sector and
does not measure employment
at a holistic level. 
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Rebutting social media
rumours swiftly, the

Reserve Bank of India on
Wednesday said no commer-
cial banks are going to be shut.

Finance secretary Rajiv
Kumar discribed such social
media messages as “mischie-
vous” saying the government
was in process of strengthening
public sector banks by infusing
capital in them.

“Reports appearing in
some sections of social media
about the RBI closing down
certain commercial banks are
false,” the central bank said in
a statement.

Messages are circulating
in various social media plat-
forms that nine banks will be
closed down permanently by
the RBI and appeals being
made to public to withdraw
their money from them.

“No question of closing
any #PSB, which are articles of
faith. Rather Govt is strength-
ening PSBs with reforms and
infusion of capital to better
serve its customers,” Kumar
said in a tweet.

The messages are being

circulated a day after the RBI
placed restrictions on with-
drawals in the crippled Punjab
& Maharashtra Cooperative
Bank (PMC), thus affecting
lakhs of customers.

Most of the banks named
in the messages are those that
have been either merged with
other banks or are in the
process of being merged.

Last month, the govern-
ment had announced that 10
public sector banks would be
merged into four.

Oriental Bank of
Commerce and United Bank of
India will be merged with
Punjab National Bank, while
Syndicate Bank will become
part of Canara Bank.

Andhra Bank and
Corporation Bank will be
merged with Union Bank of
India, and Allahabad Bank
with Indian Bank.

The government has
already merged Dena Bank
and Vijaya Bank with Bank of
Baroda. Also, the IDBI Bank
was taken over the public sec-
tor insurance behemoth LIC.
Recently, the government
announced to infuse capital
into the IDBI Bank. 
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At a time when the country
as a whole is witnessing a

massive downslide in economic
sector, particularly in the field
of job creation, Bengal has
witnessed a quantum jump in
employment generation,
sources in the State Finance
Department said.

In what could bring smiles
in Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s face, her State has
recorded an additional job cre-
ation of six lakh in the past
eight years when employment
generation has gone down to a
45 year low in the past one year.

According to sources in last
eight years the State has record-
ed formation of 77,525 news
firms creating new jobs for the
people. These firms and also
the Government have jointly
created about 6  lakh 40 thou-
sand and 399 jobs in the past
eight years, sources at State sec-
retariat Nabanna said.

According to Government
sources in 2011-2012 there
were 95,241 firms generating
professional tax. They

employed 14 lakh 72 thousand
and 238 people. In 2018-2019
the number of such firms went
up to 1 lakh 72thousand. In the
organized sector the number of
people giving professional tax
is 21 lakh 16 thousand 637.

According to a senior offi-
cial the firms transacting with
the Government and also those
registered in the GST regime
have to provide records of
people working with them.
Till 2019 March the number of
such employees had gone up to
more than 21 lakh.

Noted economist Abhiroop
Sarkar said an increase of 5 per-
cent in job sector was satisfac-
tory but one has also to take
into consideration of the qual-

itative nature of the jobs thus
provided by the firms.

He said “last year the State
realized professional tax worth
�550 crore which itself proves
that most of the employed
people were giving profession-
al tax. According to Nabanna
sources a tough GST regime in
2018-2019 led to about 56,000
new registrations in profes-
sional tax system.

Incidentally State Finance
Minister Amit Mitra had
claimed that the State had
recorded new employment of
about 9.05 lakh in 2018-2019.
The figure for the previous year
in 2017-2018 was 8.92 lakh
“which is not bad,” said a
senior official.
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Reliance Industries’
Chairman Mukesh Ambani

has topped the list of richest
Indians for the eighth consec-
utive year, with a net worth of
�3,80,700 crore, according to
the latest IIFL Wealth Hurun
India Rich List.

London-based SP Hinduja
& family, with assets worth
�1,86,500 crore, retained the
second rank in the list, followed
by Wipro founder 
Azim Premji at the third place
with a wealth of �1,17,100
crore.

According to the latest
IIFL Wealth Hurun India Rich
List, the number of Indians
having a net worth of more
than �1,000 crore has grown to
953 this year from 831 in 2018;
while, the number of billion-
aires in terms of 
US dollar has reduced to 138
from 141.

“The combined wealth of
top 25 in the list equates to 10

per cent of India’s GDP and
that of 953 accounts for 27 per
cent,” it said.

L N Mittal, chairman and
CEO of ArcelorMittal, was the
4th richest with a wealth of
�1,07,300 crore and Gautam
Adani was placed on the 5th
position with a net worth of
�94,500 crore.

Others in the top 10
include Uday Kotak at the 6th
place with a wealth of �94,100
crore, Cyrus S Poonawalla at
7th position with �88,800 crore
assets, Cyrus Pallonji 
Mistry at 8th spot 
with a wealth of �76,800 crore,
Shapoor Pallonji at 9th position
with a net worth of �76,800
crore and Dilip Shanghvi at
10th slot with �71,500-crore
wealth.

Interestingly, while the
cumulative wealth for this year
shows an increase of 2 per cent
compared to last year, the aver-
age wealth shows a decline of
11 per cent, IFL Wealth Hurun
India Rich List said.
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Aday after the RBI slapped
restrictions on Punjab &

Maharashtra Co-operative Bank
(PMC Bank) citing regulatory
lapses, Union minister Anurag
Singh Thakur on Wednesday
said the government will ensure
that customers of the bank do
not face any problem.

The central bank on
Tuesday put a slew of restric-
tions on the Mumbai-based
lender, creating panic among
thousands of depositors.

Major restrictions include
capping withdrawal at �1,000

per customer during the six-
month period, and banning the
bank from extending new
loans. The lender has around
�11,000 crore of public deposits.

“Representations have been
made by customers and some
others to the finance ministry.
We will look into those matters
and update you,” he told
reporters.

“Compliance is must in
case of institutions dealing with
public money. Compliance has
to be ensured...We will ensure
that the common man should
not face any problem,” 
Thakur said.

New Delhi: The Government is
determined to take India back
to a high trajectory growth
rate of 8-9 per cent and the real
challenge before the country is
to sustain that growth, NITI
Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant
said.

His remarks come at a
time when the government
has taken several measures to
boost the economy that has hit
over six-year low of 5 per cent.

“The government is deter-
mined to take India back to a
high trajectory growth rate of

8-9 per cent and the challenge
before India is really to grow on
a sustained basis of 8-9 per cent
per annum year after year for
three decades or more,” Kant
said last evening.

He was speaking during
61st Holland Memorial Lecture
organised by the Mining,
Geological & Metallurgical
Insititute of India (MGMI).

“But if we have to do this
for the next three decades,
energy (sector) has to be at the
centre of this economical
growth,” he said. PTI
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has announced a

$150 million line of credit to
the group of  Pacific island
nations for undertaking solar,
renewable energy and climate
related projects based on their
requirement.

Modi, who attended the
India-Pacific Islands Developing
States (PSIDS) Leaders’
Meeting, also announced a total
allocation of $12 million to the
member states towards imple-

mentation of high impact devel-
opmental project in the area of
their choice.

The meeting was held here
on Tuesday on the sidelines of
the 74th session of the UN
General Assembly. This is the
first time he has met the leaders
of the PSIDS on the margins of
UNGA in a plurilateral format.

“In New York, I had the
opportunity to meet leaders of
the Pacific Islands and interact
with them on ways to boost
cooperation between our
nations. Pacific Islands are at

the core of our Act East Policy.
Issues like climate change and
disaster management were dis-
cussed,” PM Modi tweeted.

The meeting was attended
by the Heads of delegation of
Fiji, Republic of Kiribati,
Republic of Marshall Islands,
Federated States of Micronesia,
Republic of Nauru, Republic of
Palau, Independent State of
Papua New Guinea, The
Independent State of Samoa,
Solomon Islands, Kingdom of
Tonga, Tuvalu and Republic of
Vanuatu.
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Credit card payments to buy
fuel at petrol pumps will

from October 1 not get a 0.75
per cent discount that state-
owned oil companies had
introduced more than two-
and-a-half years back to pro-
mote digital payments.

“Dear SBI credit cardhold-
er, as advised by public sector oil
marketing companies, the 0.75
per cent cashback on fuel trans-
actions will be discontinued
with effect from October 1,
2019,” the country’s largest bank
in a text message informed its

credit card customers.
The government had asked

Indian Oil Corp, Bharat
Petroleum Corp Ltd and
Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd
to give a 0.75 per cent discount
on card payments for fuel pur-
chases after a widespread cash
crunch in late 20016 following
demonetisation of 86 per cent
of currency notes in circulation.

The 0.75 per cent discount
of the value of fuel purchases
using credit/debit cards and e-
wallets was introduced in
December 2016 and had con-
tinued for more than two-and-
a-half years, straining OMCs.
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Google said on Wednesday
it will not pay European

media outlets for using their
articles, pictures and videos in
its searches in France, in a
move that will undercut a new
EU copyright law.

The tech giant said it would
only display content in its
search \engine results and on
Google News from media
groups who had given their
permission for it to be used 
for free.
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The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) on

Wednesday sharply lowered
India’s growth forecast from 7.2
per cent to 6.5 per cent for the
current fiscal, though it indi-
cated that the country would
grow faster than China.

The multi-lateral lending
agency in its Asian
Development Outlook (ADO)
Update for 2019 cut the growth
projection for India, which
recorded an over six-year low
growth of 5 per cent in April-
June quarter this fiscal.

“India’s growth forecast for
fiscal year 2019 is lowered to
6.5 per cent after growth
slowed markedly to 5 per cent
in the first quarter, April-June.
Abrupt declines in manufac-
turing and investment reflect
uncertainty ahead of general
elections, subdued lending by
banks and other financial insti-
tutions, stress in the rural
economy, and a weakening
external outlook,” the agency
said.

However, India is expected
to rebound to 7.2 per cent
growth in fiscal 2021 and join
most other sub-regional coun-
tries in performing at or near
their ADO 2019 growth fore-
casts for next year, it added.

The Manila-headquartered
funding agency had projected
India’s economy to expand at

7.2 per cent in its ADO for
2019-20 released earlier in
April this year and cut it down
to 7 per cent in the supplement
to the ADO in July.

As regards China, ADB
has projected that growth will
slip from 6.6 per cent last year
to 6.2 per cent in 2019, and 6
per cent in 2020 — below pre-
vious projections — with
increased government spend-
ing and a strong housing mar-
ket partly offsetting the impact
of the trade dispute with the US
and sluggish manufacturing
investment.

“In Hong Kong, China,
recent political tensions, spill-
over from the trade conflict,
and the global electronics
downturn will slow growth in
2019 and 2020 well below
ADO 2019 projections,” it said

further.
On South Asian growth

projections, the ADO Update
said the growth momentum
has softened in the region.

“Growth forecasts are low-
ered to 6.2 per cent for 2019
and 6.7 per cent for 2020.

“Growth in South Asia is
now seen moderating this year
as India’s economy slows pri-
marily for domestic reasons,
such as the pre-election decline
in investment and tighter cred-
it conditions,” it said.

Further, South Asia infla-
tion forecast is lowered, large-
ly reflecting unexpectedly low
food prices in India, but the
forecast for 2020 is maintained,
as per the ADO Update.

Asia girds for prolonged
uncertainty, ADB said, adding
the regional growth remains
robust but is expected to mod-
erate.

“GDP expansion in the
region, though still strong, is
projected to slow from 5.9 per
cent in 2018 to 5.4 per cent this
year, then edge back up to 5.5
per cent next year,” it added.

The revisions reflect
gloomier prospects for inter-
national trade, in part because
of re-escalation in trade conflict
between the US and China, and
evidence of slowing growth in
the advanced economies and
China, as well as in India and
the larger economies in east
and southeast Asia. 
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Corporate India’s merger
and acquisition activity

moderated in August with 23
deals worth USD 845 million,
the second lowest monthly
deal volume till date amid
ongoing global uncertainties,
says a report.

According to Grant
Thornton’s monthly M&A
Dealtracker, the prevailing
economic uncertainties result-
ed in August recording 36
per cent decline in terms of
number of deals and 49 per
cent fall in value terms.

In August 2018, there were
36 deals worth USD 1,660 
million.

“Owing to global trade
tensions and failure to record
big ticket deals during August
2018, cross-border values fell
by over five times. However, on
the positive side, the domestic
M&A values recorded a 55 per
cent increase over August 2018
on the back of encouraging
measures and easing reforms,”
Pankaj Chopda, director at
Grant Thornton India LLP
said.

The month of August wit-
nessed only one deal valued
over USD 500 million and one
deal valued over USD 100 mil-
lion each.

“Domestic transactions
were primarily themed around

acquisition of stressed assets to
strengthen market leadership
position, divestment conse-
quent to global transaction,
compliance with competition
commission requirements in
India and investments in tech-
nology products to improve
market offerings and efficien-
cy,” Chopda said.

In the first eight months of
this year, there were 287 trans-
actions worth USD 22,855 mil-
lion, while in the correspond-
ing period of the last year
there were 318 deals worth
USD 75,408 million.

The largest deal during
August was seen in the energy
and natural resources sector,
with the Adani-GMR deal val-
ued at USD 512 million, fol-
lowed by Air Water’s acquisi-
tion of Linde India in the
manufacturing sector.

Contrary to the previous
month, August was dominated
by deals in the IT and ITeS sec-
tor, pushed by consolidation in
the software development and
IT solutions segment. 
The start-up sector remained
active after the IT sector with
five deals worth USD 25 
million.

The month also witnessed
deals in the pharma and health-
care, e-commerce, banking,
retail, and media and enter-
tainment sectors, the report
said. 
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The BSE Sensex plum-
meted 504 points on
Wednesday as investors

booked profit following the
benchmark’s recent record-
shattering run, while global
equities took a knock over
geopolitical uncertainties and
growth concerns.

After sinking 586 points
during the day, the 30-share
Sensex ended 503.62 points, or
1.29%, lower at 38,593.52. The
broader NSE Nifty plunged
148 points, or 1.28%, to
11,440.20.

Global markets wobbled
after top US Democrat Nancy
Pelosi announced opening of a
formal impeachment inquiry
into President Donald Trump.

This has ratcheted up
political uncertainties at a time
when equities are already bear-
ing the brunt of Middle East
tensions and weak global
growth signals, analysts said.

Further, Trump put China
on notice at the United
Nations, declaring that the
time of trade “abuses” by
Beijing was “over” and calling
on the country to protect Hong
Kong’s “democratic ways of
life”.

On the domestic front,
investors were eager to book
profit after the recent rally,
leading to heavy selling pres-

sure in bank, finance and auto
counters, traders said.

Moreover, ADB sharply
cut India’s growth forecast to
6.5 per cent for 2019-20 from
7.2 per cent estimated earlier,
though it indicated that the
country would grow faster
than China.

Top laggards in the Sensex
pack were SBI, Tata Motors,
Maruti, Yes Bank, M&M,
HDFC twins, ITC, Vedanta,
Hero MotoCorp, Tata Steel
and L&T, losing up to 7.37%.

On the other hand,
PowerGrid, TCS, NTPC, HCL
Tech, Tech Mahindra and RIL
rallied up to 4.39%.

“Political uproar in US to
impeach President Trump led
to sell-off in global market
seems a short-term reaction,
while fresh NPA issues, weak
September auto sales and
monthly expiry prompted
investors to book profit post
the sharp upside since the last
Friday.

“Bond yields are inching
higher anticipating fiscal tight-
ness, while government is
planning higher divestment
to ease the situation,” said
Vinod Nair, head of research at
Geojit Financial Services.

Sectorally, BSE auto, real-
ty, metal,  capital goods,
bankex, finance, industrials
and telecom indices declined
up to 3.84%.

However, power, utilities,
IT and teck spurted up to
1.05% higher.

Broader BSE midcap and
smallcap indices cracked up to
1.76%.

Elsewhere in Asia, Hang
Seng, Shanghai Composite
Index, Nikkei and Kospi ended
significantly lower.

Stock exchanges in Europe
were also trading nearly 1 per
cent down in their respective
early sessions.

On the currency front, the
rupee depreciated 9 paise to
71.10 against the US dollar
(intra-day).

Oil prices also took a hit,
with WTI off 0.9% and Brent
Brent crude futures falling
1.65% to USD 62.06 per 
barrel.  

“Oil markets continue to
sell as risk sentiment remains
sour after Trump accused
China of currency manipula-
tion, theft of intellectual prop-
erty and product dumping,”
said Stephen Innes, Asia Pacific
market strategist at AxiTrader.

In currency trading, the
pound slipped against the dol-
lar. It had rallied on Tuesday
following Britain’s Supreme
Court ruling that Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s sus-
pension of parliament was
“unlawful”, providing a spark of
hope that Brexit will be more
orderly than previously feared.
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Script Open High Low LTP
VBL 655.00 660.00 615.00 624.45
AUBANK 675.00 675.00 565.15 643.75
ZEEL 289.30 293.30 268.85 271.90
KOTAKBANK 1615.00 1617.00 1580.25 1600.50
MARUTI 6990.00 6996.00 6603.05 6641.50
SBIN 299.40 299.40 278.60 280.15
MOTHERSUMI 114.95 114.95 107.00 108.00
BPCL 458.00 473.50 448.70 464.75
YESBANK 56.00 56.80 53.10 53.70
HDFCBANK 1251.00 1251.05 1230.40 1239.70
RELIANCE 1281.00 1295.45 1269.35 1279.80
BAJFINANCE 3960.00 3997.00 3889.80 3932.85
ICICIBANK 440.00 440.20 429.70 434.45
TATAMOTORS 129.95 129.95 121.50 123.00
INFY 791.00 801.55 782.20 792.20
TCS 2057.00 2092.05 2057.00 2087.80
BRITANNIA 3080.50 3088.05 3001.80 3055.00
AXISBANK 701.85 703.05 683.85 694.90
IBULHSGFIN 428.00 433.60 420.00 420.75
INDUSINDBK 1500.00 1521.65 1492.95 1503.60
HDFC 2144.50 2144.50 2050.85 2069.60
ASHOKLEY 74.60 74.90 70.30 70.75
POWERGRID 193.05 203.35 193.00 198.75
TATASTEEL 368.70 368.70 357.60 362.15
LT 1480.10 1481.00 1447.00 1450.05
RBLBANK 396.00 403.60 377.75 383.50
ADANIPOWER 67.50 69.85 66.90 68.40
HINDPETRO 282.95 288.70 278.10 285.45
DHFL 45.10 49.20 44.05 47.05
NCC 64.40 64.40 60.35 61.45
ITC 255.80 256.20 242.75 248.80
IDBI 33.75 37.70 32.75 36.85
SPICEJET 134.00 134.45 128.15 129.25
DLF 166.65 167.30 152.60 155.80
BANKBARODA 99.00 99.00 93.10 93.60
DMART 1865.05 1928.00 1850.00 1904.10
SUNPHARMA 410.00 413.00 401.90 406.75
HDFCLIFE 555.00 562.90 550.85 557.80
HEROMOTOCO 2753.90 2753.90 2649.50 2704.60
ESCORTS 602.60 602.60 578.00 587.60
TITAN 1292.45 1314.90 1262.50 1269.05
CONCOR 579.80 617.25 557.00 599.65
IOC 138.10 142.75 137.00 140.55
BAJAJFINSV 8250.00 8378.95 8162.05 8260.00
JINDALSTEL 106.10 106.25 101.35 103.60
EICHERMOT 18479.40 18514.90 17427.75 17577.95
TATAELXSI 684.95 699.95 660.30 666.70
MCX 986.00 1019.35 973.00 973.00
VEDL 158.80 158.80 152.80 156.05
HINDUNILVR 2045.00 2061.75 2012.50 2047.60
M&M 560.10 560.10 528.40 535.00
PEL 1841.10 1890.00 1811.90 1818.70
TATAPOWER 65.70 66.45 62.90 63.65
JSWSTEEL 233.40 235.50 228.25 234.40
PETRONET 258.50 259.80 254.45 258.20
LICHSGFIN 416.00 416.00 391.60 394.15
ADANIENT 150.20 151.00 145.55 147.50
GRAPHITE 349.50 354.75 336.50 342.70
CANBK 202.70 202.70 190.50 191.85
HEG 1205.00 1216.00 1149.50 1168.30
FEDERALBNK 94.00 94.20 91.60 92.10
JUBLFOOD 1455.00 1478.40 1441.05 1442.75
PNB 64.80 65.85 62.65 63.25
BEL 111.80 111.80 108.00 109.10
L&TFH 96.70 96.70 93.25 94.15
STAR 353.50 353.80 328.25 331.70
CIPLA 450.05 450.05 432.00 434.45
ASIANPAINT 1781.00 1781.00 1728.20 1757.85
RELINFRA 36.65 37.10 35.15 35.95
RELCAPITAL 30.40 32.00 29.65 31.10
COALINDIA 194.00 198.70 192.00 192.80
ACC 1650.00 1657.70 1616.00 1632.65
INDIGO 1821.60 1830.00 1794.00 1803.15
TECHM 704.00 709.60 699.15 705.50
IDEA 5.59 5.62 5.22 5.32
SAIL 34.00 34.00 32.60 32.90
PIIND 1271.20 1338.00 1271.20 1306.45
BEML 949.95 950.00 894.70 906.90
NTPC 115.90 118.65 115.10 117.10
HINDALCO 196.80 196.80 188.80 190.00
SIEMENS 1434.70 1475.45 1426.00 1441.90
BHARTIARTL 349.30 350.05 338.40 341.55
ONGC 132.70 133.65 130.80 131.45
TATAGLOBAL 277.90 281.45 271.50 279.50
BAJAJ-AUTO 2943.85 2964.55 2912.00 2927.35
ICICIPRULI 424.10 435.95 424.10 433.10
PIDILITIND 1458.00 1458.20 1412.05 1439.90
BANKINDIA 70.45 70.50 65.75 66.45
BHEL 52.00 52.00 49.85 50.15
TATAMTRDVR 60.80 60.80 55.50 56.40
DISHTV 21.30 21.90 19.35 19.65
VOLTAS 668.20 679.00 662.30 669.05
RNAM 261.30 267.40 257.10 263.00
NATIONALUM 46.70 46.70 43.55 43.85
SCI 38.45 41.25 36.70 39.15
JUSTDIAL 703.95 705.50 687.60 692.00
TVSMOTOR 419.95 419.95 391.25 398.75
GMRINFRA 17.65 17.80 16.50 16.80
INDIACEM 84.50 85.60 83.10 84.25
BBTC 1232.05 1285.00 1215.50 1227.45
GODREJPROP 1015.00 1023.60 993.60 1012.10
AUROPHARMA 615.00 618.85 595.50 601.60
PVR 1848.80 1860.00 1810.30 1846.90
HDFCAMC 2920.75 2920.75 2852.30 2865.45
PAGEIND 23181.15 23310.30 21853.90 21992.00
ULTRACEMCO 4321.80 4338.45 4255.00 4279.00
UJJIVAN 321.00 321.50 307.15 312.50
STRTECH 169.00 169.00 154.90 156.10

BIOCON 224.85 225.80 216.60 218.35
RITES 263.45 270.75 258.10 265.85
WIPRO 240.95 241.30 238.10 238.80
UNIONBANK 60.00 60.00 55.85 56.40
HAVELLS 756.00 756.00 726.25 735.55
GRASIM 745.00 745.00 718.50 724.15
CENTURYTEX 947.15 949.65 908.70 927.05
SRTRANSFIN 1160.00 1160.00 1101.00 1111.45
LTTS 1557.15 1599.80 1554.30 1594.85
VENKYS 1809.00 1814.00 1725.00 1736.05
BATAINDIA 1718.80 1719.40 1700.85 1711.90
EQUITAS 103.95 104.10 99.75 101.80
ADANIPORTS 411.00 417.90 410.40 414.90
SUNTV 479.00 479.00 457.20 463.75
MARICO 396.75 403.70 384.70 391.15
MUTHOOTFIN 698.00 698.00 660.50 669.95
PFC 102.60 103.05 100.10 100.50
SRF 2875.00 2889.55 2760.50 2785.20
RAYMOND 598.00 599.20 583.00 583.00
DELTACORP 196.50 197.75 188.00 190.10
LUPIN 739.00 740.00 727.40 730.95
APOLLOTYRE 186.30 187.30 181.95 184.90
SHANKARA 360.00 394.10 360.00 386.90
SBILIFE 794.85 800.00 777.15 795.95
RAJESHEXPO 672.40 674.35 664.00 665.60
GODREJCP 671.00 675.00 655.60 671.10
BALRAMCHIN 167.90 173.75 166.50 171.60
NMDC 89.60 89.60 85.20 85.50
HCLTECH 1054.75 1061.85 1044.75 1054.95
RECLTD 129.95 130.45 125.85 126.10
RCF 49.95 51.75 49.80 50.30
NBCC 39.35 39.35 36.55 37.05
IDFCFIRSTB 42.65 43.25 42.35 42.95
INFRATEL 256.20 259.00 251.60 257.30
BHARATFORG 460.00 460.00 437.00 439.20
OFSS 2865.10 3012.05 2865.10 2966.00
UPL 574.75 578.95 572.50 577.60
MANAPPURAM 137.00 139.00 134.35 134.85
OBEROIRLTY 546.50 547.00 515.00 519.50
NOCIL 117.70 117.70 112.95 113.75
DABUR 451.50 452.50 442.00 445.75
PTC 57.40 60.45 57.40 58.05
MRF 65351.00 65993.35 64263.00 64527.15
COLPAL 1515.00 1517.00 1474.25 1487.85
ENGINERSIN 114.00 114.30 108.50 109.75
FINEORG 1637.00 1790.45 1633.40 1769.80
NESTLEIND 13430.00 13503.95 13315.05 13500.00
EXIDEIND 196.50 196.50 188.40 190.10
DIVISLAB 1629.85 1653.25 1621.10 1621.30
HEXAWARE 380.00 385.50 370.30 372.80
GAIL 138.10 138.20 134.30 136.40
J&KBANK 34.80 38.95 34.40 35.35
AVANTI 384.90 386.45 362.25 378.60
DRREDDY 2755.00 2784.00 2752.55 2775.50
BOMDYEING 88.20 89.80 85.45 86.00
AMBUJACEM 214.00 215.55 207.25 209.55
IBREALEST 60.00 60.00 56.20 56.50
M&MFIN 345.05 346.50 334.70 336.90
EDELWEISS 115.65 116.25 107.40 107.70
APOLLOHOSP 1454.05 1454.30 1418.65 1430.85
IBVENTURES 185.80 185.80 172.80 176.00
SUNTECK 451.00 451.00 434.00 440.35
RVNL 26.50 26.55 25.30 25.50
JAICORPLTD 92.65 93.10 89.05 89.50
CGPOWER 15.39 15.39 14.73 15.30
KAJARIACER 583.75 589.05 565.45 572.20
ABCAPITAL 90.50 93.35 88.95 92.40
WOCKPHARMA 308.00 309.40 295.60 298.40
IGL 365.00 365.00 347.90 348.15
GNFC 216.90 218.30 208.10 208.30
JUBILANT 567.00 567.30 548.45 557.35
SUVEN 291.00 303.80 286.00 290.00
DBL 442.40 451.50 430.85 439.45
PHILIPCARB 131.60 132.65 126.30 127.90
CHOLAFIN 303.50 305.95 294.50 295.00
CEATLTD 980.00 983.00 957.65 965.90
MINDACORP 89.45 89.95 86.00 88.00
ABB 1573.40 1574.25 1511.00 1525.35
CADILAHC 256.80 256.80 245.75 249.20
VIPIND 498.00 498.75 470.20 472.40
BANDHANBNK 501.05 501.05 487.70 488.70
BALKRISIND 793.00 799.00 774.20 778.70
DEEPAKFERT 109.45 112.65 104.00 105.80
ICICIGI 1202.10 1228.10 1168.90 1173.55
TATACHEM 601.90 605.65 592.75 600.25
HINDZINC 210.50 210.50 201.10 201.80
BERGEPAINT 428.00 429.45 421.30 423.45
RAIN 106.95 109.70 102.50 103.55
AMARAJABAT 727.00 727.00 708.05 718.60
RPOWER 2.77 2.80 2.70 2.73
MINDTREE 717.90 724.00 698.00 700.90
FSL 51.90 51.95 49.95 50.10

GLENMARK 348.00 351.00 343.45 345.40
MGL 900.05 910.00 897.10 906.05
IDFC 38.50 38.70 37.50 37.60
WHIRLPOOL 1899.95 1899.95 1814.90 1860.00
LTI 1487.00 1514.50 1467.10 1493.50
CUMMINSIND 619.95 620.00 590.60 593.00
SWANENERGY 107.40 110.00 106.90 110.00
RELAXO 510.00 561.00 486.35 497.05
PCJEWELLER 37.05 37.30 36.00 36.20
TORNTPOWER 291.00 291.00 284.45 288.00
MFSL 415.50 421.00 413.50 416.35
GRUH 266.00 268.40 261.25 263.55
SUPREMEIND 1188.20 1200.00 1164.50 1199.00
NAVINFLUOR 807.80 815.30 778.00 787.95
SPARC 151.00 151.00 143.65 144.30
GSFC 86.55 87.25 82.25 82.75
GODFRYPHLP 989.95 995.70 971.05 975.45
INDHOTEL 157.75 159.25 154.25 154.85
BOSCHLTD 14515.00 14515.00 13822.90 14047.85
JINDALSAW 84.00 85.40 81.45 81.50
INDIANB 147.45 147.50 139.45 142.35
ADANITRANS 237.15 247.00 234.00 237.20
OMAXE 194.45 194.45 191.45 191.80
DALBHARAT 830.00 888.00 790.05 797.65
KEI 527.00 540.00 515.30 516.30
CANFINHOME 420.00 424.10 410.20 412.15
BLISSGVS 107.30 107.30 101.60 103.00
UBL 1380.00 1380.00 1337.55 1353.55
IBULISL 124.10 137.10 124.10 137.10
FORCEMOT 1210.70 1211.00 1171.40 1179.80
CHAMBLFERT 167.50 168.00 159.00 160.05
CUB 222.55 226.95 220.20 220.70
GALAXYSURF 1430.00 1520.85 1419.00 1472.90
ISEC 296.25 297.20 270.05 272.00
DEEPAKNI 299.00 303.00 295.20 297.15
POLYCAB 685.05 699.90 675.60 682.55
SUZLON 3.04 3.04 2.90 2.94
FORTIS 135.00 135.00 129.65 130.30
ABBOTINDIA 10850.00 10850.00 10399.95 10617.55
INFIBEAM 39.95 40.75 39.35 39.35
IRB 89.10 93.15 85.75 86.55
ADANIGREEN 52.50 53.90 51.50 52.50
NIITTECH 1425.00 1429.90 1398.60 1401.65
NAUKRI 2065.05 2095.00 2027.25 2055.70
GLAXO 1461.10 1480.00 1430.90 1440.15
GODREJIND 424.50 428.00 415.70 415.70
CASTROLIND 134.90 134.90 131.20 132.15
COROMANDEL 422.00 424.25 409.40 413.05
ADANIGAS 133.80 134.75 131.10 131.75
CENTURYPLY 150.00 155.50 150.00 154.95
SHREECEM 19729.20 19729.20 19350.00 19350.00
RADICO 327.00 327.00 316.00 316.65
RAMCOCEM 765.00 765.00 748.45 760.55
DCBBANK 213.00 213.00 204.60 209.30
ITDCEM 51.00 58.00 51.00 52.35
KEC 286.40 286.40 274.50 275.70
ITI 82.40 82.75 80.20 80.65
STARCEMENT 100.00 102.55 95.00 95.95
LEMONTREE 59.95 59.95 57.30 58.60
SOUTHBANK 11.95 11.95 11.54 11.62
TORNTPHARM 1689.15 1715.15 1685.55 1704.60
HSCL 85.10 87.50 82.85 84.20
WABCOINDIA 6180.00 6324.90 6133.90 6294.90
EVEREADY 48.10 49.75 47.60 47.60
THOMASCOOK 148.00 148.50 135.00 145.10
JSL 34.80 37.40 34.25 36.10
REPCOHOME 323.45 324.00 310.20 312.00
AJANTPHARM 1029.00 1035.10 1013.85 1024.15
QUESS 448.00 468.00 448.00 453.35
ASTRAZEN 2325.90 2325.90 2137.05 2140.05
JSWENERGY 65.00 65.65 63.40 63.65
FINCABLES 424.00 433.00 394.20 400.70
TNPL 197.95 205.15 195.30 197.50
BAJAJHLDNG 3660.00 3660.00 3480.00 3490.00
HFCL 18.85 19.05 18.75 18.80
SUNDRMFAST 475.95 484.40 463.20 480.00
HINDCOPPER 38.75 38.75 36.40 36.70
MEGH 60.20 60.20 56.80 57.15
NATCOPHARM 591.00 596.75 584.00 589.75
OIL 147.95 148.15 145.50 145.90
IRCON 386.00 389.00 373.00 374.35
TRENT 519.90 520.25 511.75 518.50
NILKAMAL 1163.80 1195.75 1153.90 1163.05
PGHH 11809.05 11888.30 11369.00 11730.65
IPCALAB 954.15 957.00 925.05 927.00
ASHOKA 109.50 109.50 101.00 104.55
INTELLECT 198.00 198.00 186.65 188.40
JBCHEPHARM 371.00 376.00 352.30 359.00
KANSAINER 516.60 516.60 496.35 510.50
EIDPARRY 165.90 171.25 164.40 166.25
KTKBANK 81.40 81.40 78.55 78.95
EMAMILTD 337.00 337.00 320.75 330.45
PGHL 4619.50 4649.45 4551.55 4627.95
REDINGTON 114.00 114.50 108.85 110.00
ASTRAL 1171.50 1202.55 1149.90 1181.50
TV18BRDCST 24.90 25.05 23.50 24.25
SCHAEFFLER 4143.15 4188.00 4050.00 4187.00
ABFRL 208.00 213.10 204.10 209.60
SOBHA 515.00 523.90 502.00 503.15
HEIDELBERG 195.35 199.35 191.75 192.90
ORIENTBANK 63.70 63.75 61.55 62.25
MAXINDIA 59.50 60.30 54.60 58.00
JKTYRE 72.00 73.25 70.35 70.80
PFIZER 3358.45 3392.90 3305.15 3319.65
MOIL 128.55 130.85 124.30 124.30
LINDEINDIA 498.90 520.00 498.90 513.00
ITDC 246.50 260.00 238.80 252.55
BAJAJELEC 405.00 407.85 394.80 397.00
PERSISTENT 604.55 604.55 565.00 569.10

JISLJALEQS 22.70 22.85 21.20 21.75
VINATIORGA 2286.00 2288.00 2244.00 2260.00
TIMKEN 794.70 794.70 775.00 777.70
WELSPUNIND 57.30 57.30 53.55 54.10
THERMAX 1148.00 1159.05 1114.05 1131.30
GUJALKALI 476.45 487.35 458.00 469.10
TRIDENT 61.65 61.65 59.00 59.05
AEGISLOG 182.40 182.40 179.45 180.50
GREAVESCOT 147.00 147.05 141.45 142.10
JAMNAAUTO 41.65 41.65 38.80 39.15
WESTLIFE 313.80 322.85 313.00 319.85
RCOM 0.75 0.75 0.74 0.74
SUDARSCHEM 354.45 361.00 329.85 357.45
3MINDIA 19800.00 20300.00 19597.30 20029.95
CHENNPETRO 172.00 172.00 162.20 163.95
DCMSHRIRAM 414.00 423.55 409.00 417.15
PARAGMILK 165.90 165.90 160.00 160.40
BALMLAWRIE 173.00 173.60 165.80 166.45
MOTILALOFS 694.20 699.90 673.00 689.30
TIINDIA 381.85 403.35 381.85 397.05
NHPC 23.05 23.10 22.65 22.70
SANOFI 5977.00 5977.00 5830.00 5830.00
PNBHOUSING 641.95 651.10 637.00 643.35
KALPATPOWR 509.00 511.00 492.00 492.00
BASF 1053.90 1055.15 1020.70 1025.20
ATUL 3944.30 4039.20 3944.30 3992.55
WELCORP 139.10 139.45 134.05 134.05
FCONSUMER 30.40 30.50 29.20 29.35
MINDAIND 353.75 356.95 343.55 346.65
AAVAS 1577.00 1624.00 1561.50 1590.95
ASTERDM 130.00 130.00 122.80 123.85
HUDCO 37.75 38.15 36.45 36.70
ENDURANCE 987.80 1035.80 982.40 996.25
AKZOINDIA 1913.70 1973.00 1882.75 1910.00
AIAENG 1750.00 1799.60 1700.40 1700.40
GRINDWELL 625.05 625.05 604.00 608.00
GRANULES 103.00 104.10 100.20 101.55
CROMPTON 261.50 261.50 259.20 259.50
CREDITACC 660.00 682.25 651.90 667.35
ALBK 31.05 31.05 29.60 29.95
INOXLEISUR 322.05 327.35 318.90 325.70
ZYDUSWELL 1777.65 1777.65 1728.00 1743.00
GHCL 222.70 224.00 215.30 216.90
MMTC 18.45 18.50 17.95 18.05
LAKSHVILAS 38.30 38.60 37.20 37.60
NIACL 106.50 107.70 99.60 100.10
CHOLAHLDNG 494.90 494.90 470.25 480.55
GSPL 220.20 220.20 215.00 218.00
GODREJAGRO 482.85 490.15 480.50 485.25
ERIS 435.05 436.45 411.90 420.30
HONAUT 27600.00 28218.85 27000.00 27950.00
MAHLOG 386.85 386.85 370.00 374.95
IEX 131.10 131.10 126.00 126.00
NLCINDIA 56.75 58.15 56.75 57.60
MPHASIS 966.00 967.40 946.50 953.70
GUJGAS 179.85 181.00 174.15 174.75
GICRE 197.95 201.00 190.85 200.35
SOMANYCERA 206.35 206.35 192.70 195.90
MAHINDCIE 174.90 175.00 166.10 172.85
CRISIL 1335.00 1335.00 1311.65 1331.50
SONATSOFTW 321.95 323.30 317.60 318.95
BLUESTARCO 783.85 784.75 764.10 771.30
ALLCARGO 108.00 109.40 104.45 106.20
TAKE 115.70 115.70 110.10 110.90
SYNDIBANK 30.05 30.05 29.20 29.25
LALPATHLAB 1420.00 1420.00 1380.40 1399.20
TATACOFFEE 81.90 81.95 79.70 80.80
GICHSGFIN 162.50 162.80 152.65 153.40
GESHIP* 266.10 273.00 265.00 270.20
JMFINANCIL 80.00 84.00 80.00 83.00
BDL 312.95 318.00 308.20 311.00
LAXMIMACH 3827.20 3848.55 3771.00 3787.00
MAHSCOOTER 4340.00 4387.40 4320.00 4375.00
FRETAIL 399.00 399.20 391.00 391.00
VMART 2145.00 2184.90 2047.00 2141.20
SCHNEIDER 83.00 85.65 78.45 84.70
GSKCONS 8738.85 8810.00 8640.00 8810.00
VGUARD 224.10 224.35 220.95 222.90
JPASSOCIAT 2.11 2.14 2.03 2.05
FINOLEXIND 601.00 601.00 575.00 576.00
BIRLACORPN 608.60 617.65 586.65 596.10
IFCI 7.56 7.65 7.31 7.34
DHANUKA 331.00 331.00 317.20 319.10
KNRCON 238.00 238.00 230.00 233.50
CARERATING 532.95 539.40 525.00 530.80
CARBORUNIV 320.00 321.00 302.00 306.50
SJVN 24.55 24.60 24.30 24.40
TVSSRICHAK 2005.00 2005.00 1948.70 1970.70
WABAG 279.20 281.70 277.50 277.50
ECLERX 455.00 460.00 442.05 442.05
APLAPOLLO 1418.50 1418.50 1381.25 1387.00
MAHSEAMLES 412.80 417.05 394.00 399.65
JKCEMENT 1150.00 1150.00 1053.65 1062.00
ALKEM 1926.10 1927.80 1895.00 1895.00
CYIENT 465.30 467.20 445.20 448.00
SYMPHONY 1298.00 1298.00 1275.00 1286.50
MRPL 48.20 48.80 46.50 46.75
TATAMETALI 569.90 569.90 550.10 550.10
UFLEX 224.70 228.00 220.65 220.65
JAGRAN 65.00 65.45 64.00 64.15
MAHLIFE 408.95 410.55 405.00 410.55
DCAL 176.55 178.00 170.65 171.70
GMDCLTD 66.70 67.95 65.20 66.00
JSLHISAR 66.80 68.75 65.50 66.15
CCL 238.45 238.45 232.50 232.50
PRESTIGE 295.20 295.20 284.50 285.85
EIHOTEL 181.10 183.00 173.55 177.65
GILLETTE 7187.00 7187.00 7108.00 7155.00
BAYERCROP 3373.75 3388.20 3334.50 3362.00

MAGMA 61.50 61.50 56.10 56.15
GET&D 178.95 178.95 170.00 172.35
ESSELPRO 115.00 115.50 110.00 115.50
SREINFRA 10.10 10.21 9.55 9.56
PHOENIXLTD 720.00 728.00 712.95 715.50
ORIENTELEC 166.00 170.75 165.50 167.10
GULFOILLUB 864.00 871.35 864.00 867.00
KRBL 228.15 233.70 221.00 223.60
MASFIN 695.60 700.00 673.20 680.00
VARROC 470.00 470.00 448.90 454.00
TCNSBRANDS 741.20 750.00 711.80 744.00
PNCINFRA 188.15 191.00 183.80 188.50
VSTIND 3749.25 3750.00 3627.00 3750.00
RALLIS 172.70 174.05 172.55 173.35
COCHINSHIP 359.85 359.85 343.20 343.70
LAOPALA 183.00 185.00 178.00 182.80
TEAMLEASE 2934.55 3031.35 2916.25 2920.00
TEJASNET 82.50 85.25 82.00 84.00
JYOTHYLAB 166.85 168.00 164.15 165.40
TVTODAY 309.55 313.05 299.80 304.00
CENTRALBK 19.95 19.95 19.50 19.55
HAL 745.00 749.85 743.50 744.00
TATAINVEST 830.00 835.00 827.20 827.75
PRSMJOHNSN 88.50 89.00 86.00 86.00
SUPRAJIT 182.00 194.00 170.95 183.30
SKFINDIA 2130.00 2132.40 2103.70 2106.90
APLLTD 523.60 529.75 513.00 513.00
HATHWAY 22.25 22.85 22.00 22.85
COFFEEDAY 56.00 56.00 56.00 56.00
LAURUSLABS 346.50 364.20 344.80 354.60
BLUEDART 2360.15 2360.15 2300.10 2325.20
GPPL 88.10 88.20 84.95 84.95
SHILPAMED 287.00 289.50 284.90 289.50
GEPIL 810.00 821.70 802.65 821.00
NETWORK18 23.70 23.70 22.20 22.30
NESCO 551.60 566.60 551.60 560.00
HIMATSEIDE 154.00 154.00 147.30 147.30
CERA 2714.00 2765.00 2685.15 2726.65
APARINDS 585.00 596.70 562.40 566.55
TTKPRESTIG 6320.50 6320.50 6206.40 6211.15
UCOBANK 14.70 14.75 14.20 14.25
CAPPL 421.00 426.00 413.00 422.80
TIMETECHNO 66.25 66.25 64.05 64.45
HERITGFOOD 397.10 397.10 386.30 389.00
THYROCARE 515.05 519.15 511.50 513.30
IFBIND 730.00 730.00 712.70 720.60
MHRIL 237.50 239.55 236.50 238.50
SHK 137.95 137.95 130.10 131.80
GDL 110.50 110.85 106.15 106.15
NH 236.60 240.25 234.60 237.50

VTL 954.10 960.00 948.20 960.00
ORIENTCEM 95.00 96.65 93.40 94.50
BAJAJCON 251.05 256.10 247.65 248.95
MAHABANK 11.92 11.92 11.67 11.71
CENTRUM 24.00 24.60 24.00 24.55
ADVENZYMES 165.35 165.35 160.95 161.25
INDOSTAR 238.25 238.25 230.10 232.80
ANDHRABANK 18.65 18.65 18.20 18.35
UNITEDBNK 9.23 9.32 9.01 9.18
IOB 10.17 10.31 10.05 10.10
JKLAKSHMI 325.00 325.85 319.05 319.05
FDC 175.30 177.00 173.90 177.00
KPRMILL 563.80 573.35 559.55 567.85
SYNGENE 311.05 312.95 308.05 310.75
LUXIND 1250.80 1276.40 1235.50 1272.75
ZENSARTECH 209.00 212.75 206.20 206.20
INOXWIND 38.80 38.80 34.00 35.00
TRITURBINE 102.60 103.15 101.20 102.00
DBCORP 143.25 148.85 142.50 144.60
SHRIRAMCIT 1330.00 1349.65 1314.65 1340.80
JSWHL 2750.00 2800.50 2750.00 2772.00
CORPBANK 16.55 16.55 16.05 16.15
NBVENTURES 85.00 85.00 83.00 83.35
GAYAPROJ 106.45 108.30 105.85 106.10
FLFL 454.10 470.00 452.00 452.00
SIS 874.55 883.75 858.05 865.10
SHOPERSTOP 414.05 414.15 400.60 401.10
SADBHAV 135.95 138.45 135.95 138.45
SFL 1300.00 1304.65 1285.90 1300.00
SOLARINDS 1108.50 1110.15 1100.20 1110.15
JCHAC 1873.80 1873.80 1843.15 1843.15
RATNAMANI 965.20 965.20 954.10 954.10
CHALET 324.90 326.05 320.00 326.05
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11564.85 11564.95 11416.10 11440.20 -148.00
POWERGRID 193.50 203.40 193.10 197.75 7.30
TCS 2065.00 2092.00 2060.05 2084.00 39.30
NTPC 115.60 118.60 115.05 116.95 1.80
IOC 138.25 142.80 137.00 140.40 1.70
HCLTECH 1049.50 1062.00 1044.20 1054.95 7.55
ADANIPORTS 409.30 417.95 409.10 416.00 2.15
HINDUNILVR 2041.00 2062.45 2011.85 2057.00 6.55
BPCL 458.00 473.40 448.45 462.70 1.40
BAJAJFINSV 8221.00 8374.95 8160.80 8265.00 24.30
INFRATEL 256.75 259.35 251.55 258.35 0.70
TECHM 704.05 709.95 698.00 705.50 1.65
RELIANCE 1284.00 1295.00 1268.85 1280.60 1.90
JSWSTEEL 233.50 235.75 228.30 233.60 0.25
DRREDDY 2750.15 2784.00 2750.15 2784.00 -1.25
INFY 787.70 801.00 781.65 790.75 -3.30
UPL 575.30 578.90 572.00 576.40 -3.00
WIPRO 240.50 241.35 238.00 239.20 -1.50
BAJFINANCE 3960.00 3998.90 3890.00 3935.10 -26.65
BAJAJ-AUTO 2940.00 2965.00 2910.00 2938.00 -20.15
INDUSINDBK 1509.00 1521.05 1492.55 1506.00 -10.30
SUNPHARMA 409.60 412.70 401.75 406.75 -2.90
ASIANPAINT 1784.00 1784.00 1728.25 1753.00 -12.90
ULTRACEMCO 4301.05 4340.00 4254.70 4277.85 -40.15
BRITANNIA 3079.95 3090.30 3001.00 3048.70 -31.50
HDFCBANK 1249.90 1249.90 1230.10 1240.00 -13.80
KOTAKBANK 1617.00 1617.00 1580.50 1600.00 -18.10
ICICIBANK 439.10 440.95 429.60 434.80 -6.10
ONGC 132.00 133.65 130.70 131.65 -1.85
BHARTIARTL 349.05 350.95 338.00 343.00 -5.65
GAIL 138.55 138.55 134.20 136.90 -2.35
ZEEL 290.00 294.00 269.00 273.50 -5.50
HEROMOTOCO2750.00 2750.00 2646.60 2699.90 -56.05
TITAN 1296.15 1314.90 1262.80 1266.00 -26.65
LT 1480.90 1481.70 1446.65 1450.55 -30.75
TATASTEEL 367.50 367.95 357.55 361.70 -9.10
AXISBANK 702.00 703.45 683.65 686.55 -17.85
COALINDIA 193.00 198.70 191.15 193.00 -5.15
VEDL 157.00 158.50 152.75 155.70 -4.25
HDFC 2127.05 2127.05 2050.25 2067.85 -62.15
IBULHSGFIN 426.00 433.80 419.30 421.30 -13.70
GRASIM 742.25 744.75 718.30 725.00 -24.70
CIPLA 449.90 450.00 432.20 434.00 -16.25
HINDALCO 196.10 196.60 188.90 189.40 -8.40
M&M 558.70 558.70 528.00 535.00 -23.75
ITC 255.10 256.25 242.70 245.00 -11.00
MARUTI 7000.00 7000.00 6602.00 6700.00 -309.10
EICHERMOT 18350.00 18524.00 17405.00 17596.70 -837.55
YESBANK 55.90 56.85 53.10 53.25 -2.80
TATAMOTORS 129.90 129.90 121.50 123.15 -7.75
SBIN 297.00 297.50 278.70 279.30 -23.30
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 27874.15 27891.95 27408.60 27484.50 -458.05
CONCOR 579.95 617.50 557.05 598.55 17.45
ICICIPRULI 427.50 436.00 424.55 433.50 6.10
GODREJCP 665.00 675.70 655.00 671.00 7.00
HDFCLIFE 551.80 562.70 550.10 556.40 5.35
DMART 1830.00 1927.70 1830.00 1898.00 17.75
PETRONET 256.25 259.65 254.50 258.45 2.20
OFSS 2954.50 3018.40 2882.00 2964.00 24.20
HINDPETRO 284.45 288.75 278.05 284.80 1.95
SIEMENS 1424.05 1475.05 1424.05 1445.00 9.70
GICRE 197.40 201.00 190.05 198.20 0.80
SBILIFE 793.30 799.90 777.10 798.25 3.10
MCDOWELL-N 651.10 659.00 647.25 651.40 1.15
DIVISLAB 1620.15 1653.20 1620.15 1622.00 -7.65
INDIGO 1822.30 1830.00 1793.00 1800.10 -17.80
ACC 1648.55 1659.00 1615.60 1632.50 -18.30
LUPIN 738.90 740.00 727.30 729.10 -10.15
UBL 1372.00 1372.00 1337.55 1353.20 -19.65
PIDILITIND 1456.80 1456.80 1411.10 1434.00 -22.80
PEL 1835.00 1889.95 1812.20 1817.50 -31.35
COLPAL 1516.45 1516.45 1474.10 1490.00 -28.40
NHPC 23.10 23.20 22.65 22.70 -0.45
PGHH 11789.95 11901.00 11361.00 11561.00 -229.65
DABUR 452.00 453.30 441.95 442.50 -9.40
MRF 65522.00 65990.00 64200.00 64399.95 -1479.60
CADILAHC 251.15 252.50 245.65 248.00 -5.95
HDFCAMC 2922.00 2922.00 2850.00 2859.00 -70.95
AMBUJACEM 214.95 215.70 207.30 210.00 -5.75
SHREECEM 20145.00 20145.00 19175.40 19398.00 -533.00
HAVELLS 751.00 751.05 726.10 735.00 -22.00
AUROPHARMA 617.60 617.80 595.00 601.00 -18.05
BIOCON 224.95 225.50 216.50 217.70 -6.70
ABB 1571.00 1575.00 1510.00 1525.95 -47.40
MARICO 397.90 404.00 384.10 384.30 -12.15
L&TFH 96.70 96.70 93.25 93.80 -3.25
BANDHANBNK 500.00 503.80 488.00 488.95 -17.20
BOSCHLTD 14600.00 14637.10 13831.10 14075.00 -500.65
BHEL 51.90 51.90 49.90 49.95 -1.95
HINDZINC 210.50 210.50 201.00 201.65 -8.85
ICICIGI 1226.00 1227.50 1167.90 1169.65 -52.75
IDEA 5.55 5.60 5.20 5.35 -0.25
NMDC 89.00 89.30 85.00 85.55 -4.00
SRTRANSFIN 1150.50 1161.75 1100.50 1111.95 -53.70
SAIL 34.00 34.10 32.60 32.70 -1.65
BAJAJHLDNG 3680.00 3680.00 3476.00 3492.25 -195.80
ASHOKLEY 74.75 75.45 70.30 70.85 -4.30
PAGEIND 23101.00 23299.90 21840.00 22000.00 -1358.95
NIACL 106.35 107.70 99.55 99.60 -6.35
BANKBARODA 98.15 98.40 93.00 93.25 -5.95
DLF 166.80 167.45 152.50 155.80 -11.45
MOTHERSUMI 114.30 114.80 107.10 107.25 -8.30
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Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan bluntly warned

that war was possible over
India’s crackdown in Kashmir,
while US President Donald
Trump buddied up to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
their second meeting in three
days.

Trump urged the sides to
resolve their differences even as
he gushed over Modi, saying he
was as popular as American
rock legend Elvis Presley.

The nuclear-armed rivals
have been locked in a worsen-
ing standoff since August 5,
when the Indian government
revoked the special status to
Jammu and Kashmir.

“For 50 days, the people of
Kashmir have been locked
down by 900,000 soldiers,”
Khan said, describing mass
arrests, non-functioning hos-
pitals and “a total news black-
out.”

“Eight million people in an
open jail is unprecedented in
this day and age. ... The biggest
worry is what happens once the
curfew is lifted? he said.

“There’s a potential that
two nuclear-armed countries
will come face to face at some
stage.”

Modi has defended the

Kashmir changes as freeing
the territory from separatism,
and his supporters welcomed
the move.

While Khan warned of
war, Trump was having a much
lighter moment with Modi.
Trump on Tuesday compared
Modi to Presley, the late
American singer often referred
to as the king of rock and roll,
after Modi received a rock-star
welcome Sunday in Houston.
The president had carved out
time to join Modi, who was
greeted in Texas by 50,000
cheering Indian Americans.

“Those people went crazy,”
Trump said as he and Modi
met on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly. “That was
like Elvis.” 

Asked to describe his

chemistry with Modi, Trump
said it’s “as good as it can get.” 

“I have great respect, I
have great admiration and I
really like him, that’s another
thing,” the president told
reporters.

He went on to describe
Modi as a “great gentleman”
and “great leader” and sug-
gested he be called the “father
of India.” 

Modi also showered
Trump with praise, saying he’s
“definitely my friend, but he is
also a friend of India,” the
prime minister said.

On the Kashmir standoff,
Trump urged Modi and Khan
to find a resolution.

“We all want to see that,”
said Trump, who met with
Khan on Monday. 
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Beijing accused Donald
Trump of making “untrue

remarks” over Hong Kong and
Chinese trade commitments on
Wednesday, hitting back after
the US president ramped up
pressure on China at the United
Nations.

Beijing is facing interna-
tional criticism on a number of
fronts, as months of pro-
democracy unrest in the semi-
autonomous city of Hong Kong
come alongside economic ten-
sions with the US and interna-
tional scrutiny of its policy
towards Muslim minorities in
Xinjiang.

Foreign ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang
slammed “the untrue remarks
mentioned by the US side in his
speech” after Trump criticised
the fellow Security Council
member in a strident speech
Tuesday saying it must “protect
Hong Kong’s freedom and legal
system and democratic ways of
life”.

The US president also
declared that the time of
Beijing’s “abuses” of the system
was “over”.

But Geng said the “US
should meet China at halfway”
and called for the two countries
to “handle and control their

differences on the basis of
mutual respect”. 

Geng also criticised a US
State Department event to
highlight the plight of ethnic
Uighurs in China’s northwest-
ern Xinjiang region, where
human rights organisations
say a million or more mainly
Muslim minorities are being
interned.

“I want to emphasize here
that the issue of Xinjiang is not
a religious or a human rights
issue, but an anti-secession
and anti-terrorism issue,” he
said.

“Xinjiang continues to
maintain prosperity and sta-
bility, national unity and social
harmony... All malicious slan-
der and smearing from the US
and other countries are in

vain.” 
The conference was held

on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly to garner
support “to demand and com-
pel an immediate end to
China’s horrific campaign of
repression,” John Sullivan, the
US’s second-highest diplomat,
said.

The demonstrations in
Hong Kong have triggered the
Asian financial hub’s biggest
political crisis since its han-
dover from Britain to China in
1997.

Until Tuesday, Trump had
largely left it to the State
Department to demand respect
for the handover agreement
with the UK, which handed
Hong Kong back to China in
1997.
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Iran’s defense minister Wednesday rejected the
idea of a deal with world powers over the coun-

try’s missile programme.
The official IRNA news agency quoted

General Amir Hatami as saying that any deal with
the United States over Iran’s “missile power” would
damage the country’s capabilities. He said Iran’s
leaders all support improving the missile pro-
gramme.

Tehran long has insisted its ballistic missile
program is non-negotiable. President Donald
Trump, however, cited it as a reason for unilater-
ally withdrawing the US from the nuclear deal
between Iran and Western powers over a year ago.

Hatami’s remarks come as the US and its allies
say Iran is behind a major drone-and-missile strike
on Saudi Arabia’s oil industry. 

Iran has denied the allegations, saying any
strikes by the US or Saudi Arabia will lead to “all-
out war”.

Separately, the chief of the powerful
Revolutionary Guard in charge of the country’s
missile programme, General Hossein Salami, was
quoted by the semi-official Tasnim news agency
as saying Wednesday that Iran has shown self-
restraint despite the capabilities of its military,
including its missile programme.

“We are not looking for trouble but we will
respond to troublemakers,” he said.

Referring to Iran-backed Houthi rebel attacks
on Saudi Arabia, Salami said Iran has improved
its military power to the extent that other coun-
tries blame it for actions carried out by the rebels
themselves.

“The enemy assumes that we are in charge of
any sophisticated job,” he said. 

Without elaborating, he added that the
Houthis were capable of “changing the entire field
of war.” 

Iran has medium-range surface-to-surface
missiles with a range up to 2,000 kilometers (1,250
miles) that can reach archenemy Israel and US
bases in the region. 
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British-flagged
oil tanker

Stena Impero,
seized by Iran
more than two
months ago, was
Wednesday given
the final clearance
to leave, foreign
m i n i s t r y
spokesman Abbas
Mousavi said.

He tweeted
that “the lifting of
the seizure of the vessel Stena Impero
was finalised today” after a procedure
coordinated by the foreign ministry,
Iran’s judiciary and its port and mar-
itime authorities.

But a legal case “remains open”, he
said. “The captain and the owners have
signed a written commitment to
accept the verdict” handed down at the
end of proceedings.

On Monday, government
spokesman Ali Rabiei had announced
that “the legal process has finished”
and the Swedish-owned vessel was free
to leave.

But Erick Hanell, CEO of the own-
ers Stena Bulk, denied Tuesday that the
tanker had left Iran and said it was still
waiting for authorisation.

Earlier the same day, specialist
shipping website TankerTrackers
reported the Stena Impero had set sail.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard

Corps had surrounded the vessel
with attack boats before rappelling
onto the deck of the tanker in the Strait
of Hormuz on July 19.

It was impounded at Bandar
Abbas port for allegedly failing to
respond to distress calls and turning
off its transponder after hitting a fish-
ing boat.

Seven of its 23 crew members were
released on September 4.

The seizure was widely seen as a
tit-for-tat move after the British over-
seas territory of Gibraltar detained an
Iranian tanker earlier in July on sus-
picion it was shipping oil to Syria in
breach of EU sanctions.

A Gibraltar court ordered the
Iranian tanker’s release on August 15
despite an 11th-hour US legal bid to
keep it in detention.

Tehran has repeatedly denied the
two cases are related. 
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Ukraine’s president has
joked that the only person

who can pressure him is his six-
year-old son, amid a growing
scandal over whether US leader
Donald Trump leaned on Kiev
to investigate a political rival.

“Nobody can pressure me
because I am the president of
an independent country,”
Volodymyr Zelensky told the
Russian news channel Rossiya
24 from New York.

“The only person who can
put pressure on me is my son,
who is six years old,” added the
leader, who was a popular
comedian before his surprise
election to the presidency ear-
lier this year.

Zelensky and Trump are
due to meet for the first time
Wednesday on the sidelines of

the United Nations General
Assembly.

US Democrats have
launched a formal impeach-
ment inquiry against Trump,
accusing him of abuse of power
over a reported attempt to
pressure Zelensky into opening
a corruption probe into ex-vice
president Joe Biden, the lead-
ing Democrat presidential con-
tender.

The investigation — the
first step in a possible impeach-
ment process — allegedly
would have focused on Biden’s
son Hunter and his work for a
Ukrainian company while his
father was President Barack
Obama’s deputy.

Trump has admitted dis-
cussing Biden with Zelensky,
but denied reports he threat-
ened to suspend military aid in
the case of refusal.
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Britain’s House of Commons
reconvened Wednesday, a

day after the bombshell
Supreme Court ruling that
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
had acted illegally by suspend-
ing Parliament, and lawmakers
immediately demanded
answers about how the sus-
pension came about in the
first place.

The historic court ruling
backed Parliament’s sovereignty
and slapped down what justices
viewed as Johnson’s effort to
squelch debate on Brexit, the
country’s most politically divi-
sive issue in years.

Johnson remains on a col-
lision course with Parliament
over his determination to pull
Britain out of the European
Union on October 31 even if no
divorce deal is reached. 
Parliament has passed a law
requiring him to seek a Brexit

extension if there is no deal, but
Johnson says he won’t do that
under any circumstances.

The prime minister flew
back to London in the morn-
ing, cutting short a trip to the
UN General Assembly as
demands for his resignation
rose from opposition parties
after the court ruling.

In New York, Johnson
brushed aside questions about
whether he would resign, said
he “strongly” disagreed with the
court decision and suggested he
might try to suspend
Parliament for a second time.

In the House of Commons,
newly-returned lawmakers
focused their ire Wednesday on
Attorney General Geoffrey Cox,
who was forced to concede that
he may have to make further
disclosures about his advice
that the suspension was legal.

“I am bound by the long-
standing convention that the
views of the law officers are not

disclosed outside the govern-
ment without their consent,”
Cox said. 

“However, I will consider
over the coming days whether
the public interest might
require a greater disclosure of
the advice given to the gov-
ernment.” 

Johnson will address
Parliament on Wednesday
afternoon but, looking ahead to
a possible early general elec-
tion, has begun to position
himself as the champion of the
people facing a recalcitrant
establishment bent on frus-
trating the 2016 Brexit vote.

Opposition leader Jeremy
Corbyn said Johnson should
say he was sorry to the public
and to Queen Elizabeth II for
telling her that Parliament
should be suspended. 
The suspension would have
limited debate before Britain’s
scheduled October 31 depar-
ture from the 28-nation bloc.

Islamabad: The death toll in the devastating earthquake that rat-
tled Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and several north-eastern
cities in the country rose to 37 on Wednesday as authorities
stepped up rescue operations to save people trapped in debris
of several toppled buildings. The epicentre of the powerful 5.8-
magnitude earthquake, which occurred at around 4 pm on
Tuesday at a depth of only 10 kilometers, was near Mirpur city
in the Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), roughly 20 kilometers
north of Jhelum in Punjab, according to the US Geological Survey.

The earthquake resurrected the haunting memories of a mon-
ster tremor that had wrecked the region 14 years ago.

The quake — which also jolted several cities of Punjab and
Khyber-Pakthunkhwa province — killed 37 people, Mirpur
Divisional Commissioner Muhammad Tayyab was quoted as say-
ing by the Express Tribune.

According to the paper, figures showed that the worst-hit was
Mirpur with 24 dead, nine in Jatlan and one person lost his life
in Jhelum. Other people died in the areas located between Mirpur
and Jari Kas, PoK’s State Disaster Management Authority
Secretary Shahid Mohyiddin said. PTI
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�What was your parents’ reac-
tion to your nominations for
Emmys in the past few years?

Milo: The first time I was
nominated, I asked them, ‘Hey
guys! I would love if you come to
the Emmys with me.’ My mom
said, ‘No. I don’t want to be in that
huge a crowd.’ And my father said,
‘I am holding out for the Oscars.’
In the second year, I asked them
again. And my mom said, ‘It’s fine
sweetheart, you go.’ My father
again said, ‘I am holding out for
the Oscars.’ And then I said,
‘Dad, these are the Oscars for TV.’
And then, the third year, the first
call I made was to my parents and
hoped to hear a yes. Well, before
I even got that out they said, ‘Oh
yes, we are going!’

�This Is Us just got extended by
three more seasons. How was
the last season for you?

It was challenging. We have
already met Jack a couple of
times. The mustache Jack, the
goatee Jack, the beard Jack. So we
already met those Jacks. But to go
backwards, and be clean-shaved
or in war, Jack, we and the writ-
ers had to make sure that every-
thing was all lining up towards
that eventual Jack that we knew
from the first and the second sea-
son. So it was challenging as well
as rewarding. Michael Angarano
is phenomenal. What Mandy and
I were able to discover in this
newer, younger era of that love
story was really wonderful.

�It is a little weird that they
announced that the show is
ending in season six. And you’re
in season three. Why would
they announce it? 

Yes, we are middle-aged now.
We’re over the hill, on our way,
declined to nursing home, and
then the grave. (Laughs)

�But why? Is it because they
want to control the storylines?

We never know where we’re
going. We never know what’s
that’s going to happen. The show
could have a huge spike in season
six and everybody wants more
beyond that. But I think, creative-

ly, they have an idea of what
they’re trying to do to wrap it up
in this nice story so at least the
audience knows, the fans know,
they’re going to get three more
seasons, which is nice. You can
commit a little more. It will not
be like, ‘Oh, will it be on or not?’
But beyond that, maybe there will
be more. I don’t know that.

�Sterling K Brown was called
the sexiest TV dad. Was that
hard? Because it seems like you
should’ve been in that category
as well?

Maybe, I don’t know. When
Sterling and I get our weekly
meals to talk about us being
sexy, I’ll ask him. I’ll say, ‘Hey
man! You took it down this year.
That’s cool. Maybe next year, I
will.’ (Laughs)

�We have seen more of Jack and
Rebecca in the last season. What
are we going to see moving
ahead? What gaps do you hope
to fill in?

Happiness. There is always
happiness. We have always had a
nice balance — turmoil and some
fun. So I was at home and going
through my photographs and I

came across this video of Mandy
and I on the set, where we both
are sitting in the first season in the
Pierson family den, and I just say
to Mandy, ‘What was it that you
wanted to say?’ and then I just put
the camera on her and she goes,
‘Ditch the crying man!’ This was

season one. And back then, I
think I was the moustache Jack
and had a few happier days. It was
like crying over something. Then
I thought Mandy Moore said it for
real.

�Your first job was on Fresh
Prince of Bel Air. What did you
do?

Yes, my first paying gig was
on Fresh Prince of Bel Air. I
played party guest number one.
And I still remember the lines and
the scenes pretty well as well as
the whole experience. I walked
down the steps and I said, ‘Relax,
Ash. We are just taking a little
detour.’ As she had said, ‘No
one’s allowed upstairs.’ And there
are some laughs before I walk off.

�When you were nominated
for Emmy for the first time for
This Is Us Season 1, what did
your father put on Instagram?

It was National French Fries
Day. He talked about the day and
caught hell for posting about it.
It came a little late to him that his
son got nominated for an Emmy.
I mean, priorities.

(The series airs on Star World
from September 28.)

Imagine yourself vacationing in
Santorini, Greece or a far away retreat
in the world. It’s just the first day of your

trip and the travel firm that you’ve booked
your package with has been shut down.
The firm has announced that it has failed
to secure a bailout from its lenders and
would soon go out of business. Well, as
much as it would result in a loss to its hos-
pitality and tourism services, hundreds of
thousands of tourists would be forced to
find a new way to get home.

When the world’s oldest travel giant
Thomas Cook, UK, collapsed on Monday,
it concluded that it had no choice but to
take steps to enter into compulsory liqui-
dation with immediate effect. Around
15,000 travellers were flown to their
homelands in 64 flights. It recently
revealed that most future holiday packages
have been cancelled due to the announce-
ment of its collapse. However, the refund
arrangements for ATOL (Air Travel
Oragnisers’ Licensing) customers is
expected to be detailed by September 30.
But holiday-makers will have to wait to get
their money back as it claimed to have
been paid within two months of being sub-
mitted.

Well, the travel industry has been
bogged down by such failures and shut-
downs over the past decade. And this one
certainly reminds one of those many night-
mares. For instance, when the Icelandic
carrier Wow Air shut down in March 2019,
its repercussions resulted in 2.3 million
travellers being stranded at various places
across Europe and other parts of the world.
The Rodgers Travel loss turned out to be
an even bigger jolt to the holiday-makers,
despite its circumstances being slightly dif-
ferent. Another case, that of Jet Airways,
which had shut down its operations tem-
porarily on April 17, left 20,000 employ-
ees and more than 60,000 customers affect-
ed indirectly. The second-largest Indian
passenger airline flew more people than

national carrier Air India overseas. Even
Cox & Kings-owned online booking web-
site, LateRooms, and travel firm in the UK
had shut down in August 2019, leaving
thousands of customers in a lurch.

Now, even though the response by
Thomas Cook might have given
some relief to the troubled
tourists, the question here
arises is that how do travel
facilitators protect their
stranded customers in case
of such emergencies? What
are the policies and measures
they adopt? Do they have any
immediate properties to relo-
cate their customers to? Are there
any pre-cautious warnings or insurances
which people could avail? The question
makes even more sense when we look at
the larger picture — online penetration has
risen by 42 per cent after the advent of
online travel companies over the last five
years. And as per the data, total online
bookings will increase by 42 per cent by
2022. Given that these bookings have seen
such a sharp rise, why shouldn’t travellers
be made more secure?

Durgesh Nandan, CO-founder and
Coo Ithaka Travel, said, “The world is
increasingly becoming independent with

the penetration of internet. Companies,
which are collapsing, are badly managed
and are not able to adapt to the current and
changing times. Travel is a thin-margin
business and traditional companies, which

are not leveraging technology, are find-
ing a hard time to manage prof-

itability and an excessive num-
ber of bookings from across
the globe.”

He suggested that con-
tracting in a way that all the
payments are made post the
availed service could be a way.

Roshan D’Silva, CEO and
founder, TripVillas, looks at

what has happened with Thomas
Cook as “blatantly illegal” and an “uneth-

ical” behaviour and that a responsible trav-
el company wouldn’t have been in such a
situation. He suggested, “Consumers
should only transact with brands and trav-
el agents that they trust and have been fol-
lowing for a while. The only way for con-
sumers to protect themselves in such sit-
uations is to buy a travel insurance and
always pay for travel using a credit card
where they can get a chargeback in case
the service is not delivered.” Since most of
the bookings are made in advance today,
in such emergency cases, customers are

liable to get refunds for their payments.
Speaking of its protective measures, he

pointed out that TripVillas has a policy of
“escrowing all customer funds and paying
the holiday home-owners and hotels only
post successful check-in. We also verify all
home-owners and in case of any such
uninvited incidents, we have a policy to
relocate the customer to an equivalent or
better property immediately.”

For Mohit Poddar, CEO and founder,
Shoes on Loose, it’s very disappointing to
know about the company’s unexpected
breakdown and how it has impacted the
customers adversely. “Lot of predatory
pricing is being followed by some big play-
ers in order to create a monopoly in the
market. Industry bodies like the
Competition Committee of India and cer-
tain laws like Monopolies and Restrictive
Trade Practices Act were created in order
to curb unethically competitive pricing
strategies. The objective of such an act is
to prevent the unwanted growth of private
monopolies and concentration of econom-
ic power in the hands of a small number
of individuals. In order to have a healthy
growth of the market and avoid such unex-
pected events in future, these practices
need to be enforced in the industry,” he
suggested.

He pointed out that what happened
with the travellers because of Thomas
Cook shutdown was quite unfortunate.
“And in such cases, the government
should intervene to protect travellers’ inter-
ests reasonably. Also, it is a company’s
responsibility to either provide their trav-
ellers with a feasible substitute or prior
information to them and their partners in
order to avoid the entire hotch-potch.”

Experts also point out that the collapse
of Thomas Cook comes at a time when air-
lines are being squeezed more than ever
into schedules due to increased competi-
tion from low cost, “no frills” carriers. Also,
most of the giants in the travel sector are
usually struggling due to slowdown
because expenditures on travel are the first
thing people put a hold on when their
going is tough. Hence, one of the biggest
things that travel experts suggest is to pay
via credit cards for the easier way out.

One of the recent tweets by a Thomas
Cook air hostess, after the emergency
occurred, said, “TC crew being held in
their hotel in Cuba. Hotel is not letting
them leave. Asking for $3,000 but not
accepting payments by credit card. Need
help!” The Cuban resort had held the crew
hostage until the payment was received for
accommodation.

Being the son of the Malayalam
icon Mammootty, young

Dulquer Salmaan tells you he has
always been a risk-taker —
because that’s what his superstar
father has always taught him to
do.

“My father always encour-
ages me to take risks. Right from
my initial days, he told me that
my food, lodging and other basic
things were secure. So, as a
youngster if I don’t take risks, if
I don’t experiment, who will?
Dad always says that unless you
make mistakes you cannot build
your character as an individual,
and grow as an artist. If one film
fails, I do not have to sleep on the
road, right? So, then why should
I not take calculated risks? My
father is very stubborn. He does
not believe in spoon-feeding me
in the film business,” Dulquer
said.

The actor has seen the South
Indian film industry closely, even
before he entered the business
with his debut film Second Show
in 2012. He went on acting in
films like Ustad Hotel, Njaan,
Vaayai Moodi Pesavum, O
Kadhal Kanmani, Charlie. In
2018 he made his Bollywood
debut with Karwaan. He was
recently seen in the rom-com The
Zoya Factor alongside Sonam
Kapoor Ahuja.

So what is his process of get-
ting under the skin of a charac-
ter?

“It really depends on the
kind of character I am playing,
because in some, I need physical
training while in others I need
more of mental preparation and
observation,” he replied.

Citing an example of one of
his earlier f ilm Mahanati ,
Dulquer shared: “That was my
Telugu debut and I was playing
the iconic actor Gemini Ganesan.
I did quite a bit of character study
for the role. I met his family to
know some of his habits in daily
life and also his body language.
It is interesting to know these
details. My idea was not to mock
any individual but to internalise
some of those elements so that I
can portray the role correctly.”

“In my Bollywood debut,
Karwaan, I played a regular guy.
It was a silent character so I was
not in that zone of heavy prepa-
ration. For The Zoya Factor
though, I had to learn the game

of cricket,” he pointed out.
Coming from a Malayalam

household and brought up in
Chennai, he is now working in
Hindi films. How does he man-
age to switch between languages
with ease?

“Hindi is my second lan-
guage and I grew up in Chennai,
so my Tamil is good. My moth-
er made sure that my sister and
I speak in Malayalam at home, so
that at least we learn our moth-
er tongue. Having said that, I
think in English, so any other
language I converse in, I actual-
ly translate in my mind before
saying it.”

According to Dulquer, such
a situation is an outcome of his
schooling. Initially, his parents
used to point out the fact that he
does not speak good Malayalam.

“I think it is a generational
thing. I was admitted in an
English school, so it is only nat-
ural that I would pick up that lan-
guage. Of course, back then I did
not know I would become an
actor,” he said. “However, I always
an interest to learn different lan-
guages as kid. So I am constant-
ly learning and I think dad is
happy with the fact that I am
doing everything by myself,”
added Dulquer, mentioning “eat-
ing rice” is the most “Mallu
habit” he has, rather than speak-
ing in Malayalam.
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Educational development
is an integral part of the

capital development as it is
not merely confined to infra-
structure like construction of
roads, flyovers, bridges and
more. Its scope is beyond. If
you are developing educa-
tional infrastructure, your
are contributing something
more valuable and significant
towards the capital develop-
ment,” said Manish Sisodia,
Deputy CM of Delhi at the
inaugural function of the
International conference on
knowledge and policy for
sustainable development:
global lessons and local chal-
lenges, organised by the
Directorate of International

Affairs, Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University at
Radisson Blu hotel Dwarka.

He added that education-

al institutions cannot work in
isolation. For the betterment
of the society, it is essential to
work collectively. Focussing

on the crucial role of positive
mindset, he stressed that if
you have a positive mindset
to work, you can do wonders
even in available infrastruc-
ture and funds.

Presiding over the func-
tion of the vice chancellor of
the university, professor Dr
Mahesh Verma, said that the
whole world is like a family.
We are concerned for every-
one. It is a part of our culture
and heritage. For develop-
ment, it is essential to be
innovative and experimental.
University is a strong stack
holder of sustainable devel-
opment. We are intended to
be oriented towards sustain-
able development.

In order to provide conve-
nience of booking of unre-

served tickets through mobile
phones, the UTS Mobile app
was launched in November
2018. It was developed by the
railways to facilitate passengers
so that they don’t have to
undergo the discomfort of
reaching a ticket counter. 

Northern Railways had
launched several promotional
drives to create awareness
about the app. Help desks were
set up at many prominent sta-
tions. TP Singh, general man-
ager of the Northern Railways,
expressed his satisfaction on
the gaining popularity of the
app. He said that in past sever-
al months, the passenger
engagement on the app has

gone up as 41.14 lakh. As the
awareness about the app will
increase though the promo-

tional drives, ticketing will
become more convenient,
paperless and digital.

October 1 is celebrated as
International Day of Older

Persons all over the world.
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment celebrates this
day and confers awards —
Vayoshreshtha Samman — to
eminent senior citizens in
recognition of their service. As
per the scheme, the awards
shall be presented by the
President of India or the Prime
Minister at a special ceremony
to be held on on October 1. 

Thaawarchand Gehlot,
Minister of Social Justice and
Empowerment, says, “India is
the nation which follows the
philosophy of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam, which means
that the whole earth is one fam-
ily. It inspires us to care for
elderly as our prime concern.”

Every year, a morning
walkathon is also organised on
the occasion. It is is a symbol
of expression of solidarity with

the older generation and also
an act that gives a strong mes-
sage to the whole world that
senior citizens are an integral
part of our society.

Bureau of Indian Standards
convened a meeting to

review BIS laboratory activities.
The meeting was chaired by the
Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution,
Ram Vilas Paswan. BIS has the
mandate to lead and co-ordi-
nate the conformity assess-
ment activities in the country
to meet the emerging needs
and expectations of Indian
industry, government, con-
sumers and relevant stake-
holders. It is also important for
BIS to ensure that India is able
to influence and play a leading
role in the international fora
bringing its testing capabilities
in line with the best in the
world.

During the meeting, the
testing requirements of the
industry and BIS in particular
was deliberated upon. It was
felt that the BIS lab facilities
must be upgraded with latest

technology to enhance the
pace of quality testing and
also making it industry friend-
ly. Inputs from private players
were taken into consideration
to understand the require-
ments and demand for carry-
ing high quality testing of
products. 

Lauding the efforts of BIS,
Paswan said that all depart-
ments such as BIS, FSSAI and
other pertaining ministries
must synergise and work in
coordination to prevent over-
lapping of work. He stressed on
the need to increase the mon-
itoring process of standardised

products. “It is the duty of all
departments and respective
ministries to ensure that stan-
dards are being followed by the
products available in the mar-
ket. Our products should meet
international standards and
the testing facility should be
matched as well,” he said.

�Ayushman Bharat National
Health Protection Scheme
aimed to cover over 10 crore
people. Since its inception,
how many lives have been
touched and turned around?

Within a short span of
time, the Ayushman Bharat
scheme has made 21,000
Ayushman Bharat Health &
Wellness Centres (AB-HWCs)
which cover a target population
of 5 crore and have seen a foot-
fall of 1,70,63,522  patients.
Approximately 47 lakh people
have availed treatment under
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PMJAY). This flag-
ship scheme aims to provide
universal health care to the
poor, needy and vulnerable
sections of the country. 

We have also linked the
Ayushman Bharat with Eat
Right movement. Through this
we are trying to make people
aware about things like — kam
khao, hit ke anusar khao, ritu ke
anusar khao. The movement is
about eating less sugar, salt and
oily food to ensure the well-
being of people. It is a step
towards eating healthy. We are
creating awareness about mal-
nutrition, a condition that
causes many health problems,
and also educating pregnant
women about what they should
eat and drink because that is
the main source of baby’s nour-
ishment. 

PMJAY covers 50 crore
poor and vulnerable people in
the country. It provides a
health assurance cover of �5
lakh per family per year for
secondary and tertiary care for
serious and catastrophic ill-
nesses. It also provides cashless
and paperless access to services
for the beneficiary at the point
of service.

�What are your future plans?
We aim to build 1.5 lakh

Health and Wellness Centres by
December 2022, which would
provide comprehensive prima-
ry care (CPHC) including pre-
ventive and promotive health-
care. Besides providing good
healthcare services, the scheme
aims to achieve its vision of
increasing employment in the

health sector. An indigenous
healthcare setup is coming up,
and the infrastructure will
develop further, especially in
tier II and tier III towns. 

�Cancer is a lifestyle disease.
While there are constant cam-
paigns about the use of tobac-
co, how does the Ministry
intend to tackle it and pro-

mote healthier lifestyles?
The Ministry is concerned

about promoting healthier
lifestyles among people. More
than 70 lakh people have been
treated, around 1.3 crore were
screened for diabetes and more
than 31 lakh people are being
treated for it. 

Those who display the
symptoms of the disease are
referred to the higher public
healthcare facilities for diagno-
sis and treatment. More than 76
lakh population has been
screened for oral cavity cancer
and out of these, 10,218 people
are being treated. While more
than 53 lakh women have been
screened for breast cancer,
around 9,700 women are on
treatment and more than 37
lakh women were screened for
cervical cancer and around
10,000 women are on treatment.
In addition, more than 1.6 crore
patients have been provided
with medicines and around 49
lakh with diagnostic services.
The tele-consultation services
with qualified medical officers
and specialists for cases referred
from Sub Health centre level
and Primary Health Care level
will be introduced shortly. A
pilot is being done with e-
Sanjeevani application of C-
DAC, Mohali in Punjab. After
the due security audit, it will be
rolled out in all functional AB-
HWCs in phased manner.

�How do you intend to 
tackle the menace of fake
bills being generated by pri-
vate hospitals under the
scheme?

We ensure that frauds are
largely prevented and even if
they are attempted, they are
quickly detected. We have
responded promptly to them.
As punishment, we have
imposed a penalty and also de-
panelled those hospitals. Not
only this, we have taken major
legal actions against them so
that they are more careful in
the future. We try to keep a
constant check over the hos-
pitals so that they always func-
tion and operate within the
specific guidelines. 

�In recent times we have
seen an increase in private
hospitals. What would you
say about it?

Earlier the public used to
complain there being very few
private hospitals but now they
can see that after our consis-
tent efforts the number of
private hospitals has increased.
Public hospitals are 47 per cent
out of the total empanelled
hospitals while private hospi-
tal figures have gone up to 53
per cent. We have issued 10
crore beneficiary cards and are
happy to fulfill the expecta-
tions of the people.
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National Mission for Clean
Ganga organised a cleanli-

ness drive at Delhi’s Kalindi
Kunj Ghat along the Yamuna
River on the occasion of World
Cleanup Day. The drive was
conducted as a part of the
ongoing Swachhata Hi Seva
campaign. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra,
DG, National Mission for Clean
Ganga, led from the front and

inspired others to join in the
cause. Several NGOs such as
Tree Craze Foundation, Lehar
Foundation, Smile Foundation
and Aarohan Street to School
Foundation also worked along-
side NMCG in cleaning the
ghat. 

World Cleanup Day is a
global social action programme
aimed at combating the global

solid waste problem. It is cele-
brated with litter cleanup and
waste mapping activities span-
ning every time zone across the
world. Its beauty lies in coop-
eration and collaboration:
building bridges between dis-
parate communities and includ-
ing all levels of society. Speaking
on the occasion, Mishra said,
“While the Government is

leading the way, Delhi’s resi-
dents must take ownership of
the Yamuna and come for-
ward to participate in keeping
the riverfront clean.”

Rampant use of plastic
and other non-biodegradable
items are the major pollutants
in our river system and the
Yamuna requires immediate
attention. 

The holy town is all set to host
nine-day Navratra festival,

which is going to begin on
September 29 with elaborative
arrangements by the Government,
said divisional commissioner,
Sanjeev Verma.

Elaborating on details about
annual pilgrimage to Vaishno Devi,
the Div Com informed that 3,18,753
pilgrims have paid obeisance at the
revered Cave during Navratras in
2018. This year’s events would
include shobha yatras, mata ki
kahani, cultural programmes, prab-
hat pheris, all India devotional songs
competition, Bhagvat Katha, hassaya
vyang sammelan and programme by
specially-abled children.

Raksha Mantri Rajnath
Singh awarded gallantry

and meritorious service medals
to the Indian Coast Guard
(ICG) personnel at an impres-
sive investiture ceremony held
at Indian Coast Guard Air
Station Chennai. Rajnath Singh
inspected the ceremonial guard

prior to awarding the medals.
A total of 61 awards which
included 01 PTM (Gallantry),
08 PTM (Distinguished
Service), 32 TM (Gallantry)
and 20 TM (Meritorious
Service) were conferred.

The award not only serves
as a well-deserved recognition

for the acts of bravery, valour
and selfless devotion of the per-
sonnel in extreme conditions,
but also serve as morale boost-
er and motivation to the service
for maintaining safety and
security of nation’s vast mar-
itime frontiers. 

With the ever increasing

challenges of safety and secu-
rity near the oceans, this fine
service has been living up to
the expectations of the coun-
try. The very fact, that there
were considerably large num-
ber of awardees for prestigious
medals, proves the valour and
dedication. 
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Tottenham’s disappointing start to
the season hit a new low as they
suffered an embarrassing League

Cup third-round defeat on penalties at
fourth-tier Colchester on Tuesday.

Mauricio Pochettino’s side were
held to a 0-0 draw in normal time before
losing 4-3 on penalties against oppo-
nents currently 10th in League Two.

Christian Eriksen’s opening spot-
kick was saved and Lucas Moura hit the
crossbar before Tom Lapslie scored the
winning penalty to spark a pitch inva-
sion from Colchester’s jubilant fans.

It was the first time Tottenham
manager Pochettino had been knocked
out of a domestic cup competition
against lower-league opposition.

The shock defeat extended
Tottenham’s poor run, which included
a 2-1 loss at Leicester in the Premier
League on Saturday.

“Colchester made a fantastic game,
it was difficult. We are so disappointed

we could not score in 90 minutes,”
Pochettino said.

“That’s the beauty of the competi-
tion, always something can hap-
pen. We wanted to go further but
we are out.”

After finishing as
Champions League runners-up
last season, Tottenham were
expected to kick on this season
but instead they have struggled
to find any consistency.

The upset was the biggest setback
so far for Pochettino, who made 10
changes to his side but could still call on
enough quality players to expect a win
against a team 71 places below them in
the football pyramid.

There were debuts for 17-year-old
Troy Parrott and 20-year-old Japhet
Tanganga, while Eric Dier made his first
appearance of the season alongside Dele
Alli in midfield.

But Tottenham laboured badly and
could not find the breakthrough as
Colchester followed up their second-

round win against Crystal Palace with
an even bigger scalp on a memorable
night that ranked alongside the club’s

famous FA Cup success against
Leeds in 1971.

With Pochettino yet to win
his first trophy as Tottenham
boss and the club without silver-
ware since the 2008 League
Cup, this was another blow to
their flagging morale.

SLICK CITY
Holders Manchester City won 3-0

at Championship club Preston as they
made a smooth start to their bid to win
the League Cup for a third successive
season.

Raheem Sterling’s fine solo effort
put City ahead and Gabriel Jesus dou-
bled the lead with a crisp strike before
Ryan Ledson’s own goal made it three.

Gabriel Martinelli scored his first
goals in English football and Rob
Holding enjoyed a dream return from
injury as Arsenal crushed second-tier

Nottingham Forest 5-0.
Martinelli, making his first Gunners

start following a summer move from
Brazilian club Ituano, claimed the first-
half opener before completing the scor-
ing in stoppage time.

Defender Holding, out for more
than nine months with a serious knee
problem, powerfully headed home the
first of four goals in the final 19 min-
utes, with Joe Willock and Reiss Nelson
also on target.

Southampton routed third-tier
Portsmouth 4-0 in the first meeting
between the fierce south-coast since
2012, with Danny Ings scoring twice for
his boyhood club in their first win at
Fratton Park for 35 years.

Danny Welbeck scored his first goal
for 11 months in Watford’s 2-1 win over
Swansea.

Leicester thrashed Luton 4-0 and
Everton won 2-0 at Sheffield
Wednesday.

����	��� ������
�����
	

�����	C)������������������� ������� !���"#$�"%&'

���	� �)5'074�)

Lionel Messi endured yet
more injury frustration on

Tuesday after going off at half-
time against Villarreal but
Barcelona gave their coach
Ernesto Valverde some
much-needed relief
with a comfortable 2-1
victory.

Messi received
treatment in the first
half for what looked
like a problem with his
left thigh and was then
unable to continue
after the interval, replaced by
Ousmane Dembele.

His withdrawal will be a
major concern for Barca, partic-
ularly given this was Messi’s first
start of the season after just
recovering from a niggling calf
injury sustained at the start of
August.

After the match, Valverde
struck a note of calm.

“When something happens
to Messi, everyone stops, not
only on the field, but in the
stands as well,” he said.

“It is a small problem in the
adductor and as a precaution we
have decided not to risk it. In
theory, it is nothing more but we
will see tomorrow how it is.”

Barcelona visit Getafe in La
Liga on Saturday before playing
Inter Milan at home in the
Champions League four days
later.

Certainly, they would have
been eager to see Messi back in
their line-up, having suffered a
humbling 2-0 loss at newly-pro-
moted Granada last weekend.

They arrived at Camp Nou
with doubts hovering, particu-
larly over Valverde, but deliv-
ered a far more convincing win
than the scoreline suggested,
thanks to early goals from
Antoine Griezmann, his third

of the season, and
Arthur Melo.

“We are still far
from our best but
with matches every-
thing will improve,”
said Griezmann.

On his own
adaptation at
Barcelona, he added:

“It’s different. A different style
of football, a different position.
I knew it was going to be a
challenge and it would take
time.

“But I’m not too bad, right?
Three goals. I can do better, yes,
but I have to keep working.”

Santi Cazorla put Villarreal
in touch on the stroke of half-
time but in truth the visitors
barely threatened thereafter,
with Barcelona impressively
composed when nerves might
easily have taken over.

It means Valverde’s side
climb to fourth in the table, one
point behind Real Madrid and
level on points with Atletico
Madrid. Villarreal’s encourag-
ing start stalls a little as they
drop to eighth.

Granada, who backed up
their shock win over Barca with
a 1-1 draw at Real Valladolid,
top the table, although both
Athletic Bilbao and Real
Madrid can move three points
above them when they play
their games.
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Mario Balotelli made his
first start for Brescia but

the promoted northeners still
fell to a 2-1 defeat which sent
champions Juventus top of
Serie A on Tuesday.

Former Manchester City
and Inter Milan striker Balotelli
has returned to Italy to play for
his hometown club, but his
debut had been delayed as he
sat out a four-game suspension
for previous club Marseille.

Juventus were without
Portuguese forward Cristiano
Ronaldo, rested with a slight
thigh problem, but the cham-
pions recovered from going
behind after less than four
minutes to an Alfredo
Donnarumma goal — his
fourth in five games.

Juventus goalkeeper
Wojciech Szczesny got two

hands to Donnarumma’s pow-
erful strike, but could only push
the ball into the net.

Brescia defender Jhon
Chancellor let the champions

off the hook five minutes
before the break, diverting the
ball into his own goal, with
Bosnian midfielder Miralem
Pjanic completing the come-

back, volleying in on 63 min-
utes.

Juventus overtake Inter
Milan at the top of the Serie A
table with 13 points from five
games.

Antonio Conte’s side are
one point behind before they
host Lazio at the San Siro.

Balotelli, back in Italy for
the first time since 2016, was
denied after half an hour with
Polish ‘keeper Szczesny tipping
his 30-yard free-kick over the
bar.

“Mario is working hard
and is an extraordinary player.
I’m sure he’ll give us a big hand
this season,” said Brescia coach
Eugenio Corini.

Elsewhere, Verona were
held to a goalless draw at home
against Udinese, with both
teams settled in the bottom half
of the table with just one win
each from five games.
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Indian football team head coach Igor Stimach
on Wednesday said he wants all his players to

be fully fit for the World Cup qualify-
ing round match against Bangladesh
next month.

India had played out a rare
goal-less draw against Qatar in
Doha on September 15 in their sec-
ond match of World Cup qualifiers
round 2.

India will take on Bangladesh in
their next match on October 15 in
Kolkata.

“We still have some uncer-
tainties with small injury
problems with few players.
The Bangladesh game is
going to be very different

from the last one against Qatar. We need all the
players to be fully fit, and ready for the day,”
Stimac said.

The Croat announced a list of 29 probables
for a preparatory camp to be held in Guwahati

from October 3. The match against
Bangladesh will be played at the YBK
Stadium in Kolkata on October 15.

The list will be further pruned down to
25 at the end of this week.

Midfielder Amarjit Singh Kiyam con-
tinued to be absent as he is recovering

from an elbow injury. 
“I hope that YBK will be

packed and our supporters
in Kolkata will push our
players all the way to
help us register our first
victory in qualifiers,” he
said.
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Ethiopia’s Andamlak Belihu
and Tsehay Gemechu will

return to defend their men’s
and women’s titles respec-
tively in the 15th edition of
the Airtel  Delhi Half
Marathon on October 20.

Belihu won men’s half
marathon title of this presti-
gious IAAF Gold Label Road
Race last year in 59:18, just
missing out on the course
record of 59:06 which
remained since 2014 in the
name of compatriot Guye
Adola.

“Immediately after last
year’s race I said that I was
going to come back to Delhi
in 2019 as I had unfinished
business with the course
record and I am keeping my
promise,” commented Belihu,
who will still be just 20 on
race day.

Last year, Belihu had to
work hard to hold off his fel-
low Ethiopian Amdework
Walelegn to win by four sec-
onds. Walelegn will also

return with the ambition of
going one better in this year’s
race.

No less than eight men in
the ADHM 2019 elite field
have run under the world
class benchmark of one hour
but much of the attention will
be on a man who has yet to
run the distance, Hagos
Gebrhiwet.

Gebrhiwet had planned to
make his half marathon debut
in Delhi last year but a late
bout of illness curtailed his
training. However, he will
stand on the start line this
year. He won a Bronze in Rio
Olympics 5000m race.

The fastest man in Delhi
this year wil l  be Erick
Kiptanui.  The Kenyan
notched up two impressive
half marathon victories in
2018 when winning at high-
quality Lisbon and Berlin
races, coming home in the
German capital in a person-
al best 58:42, and he is cur-
rently equal seventh on the
world all-time list.

In the women’s elite sec-

tion last year, Gemechu made
a huge impact in her debut
over the distance when she set
an ADHM women’s course
record of 66:50 and in 2019
she has shown it was no fluke
with a string of sparkling
performances both on the
roads and the track, including
taking the African Games
10,000m title.

The third and fourth-
placed women from the
ADHM 2018 also return with
Ethiopia’s Zeineba Yimer and
Kenya’s Stacy Ndiwa coming
back to do battle.

The fastest woman in the
ADHM 2019 elite field will be
Caroline Kipkirui.  The
Kenyan-born runner, who
now competes under the
Kazakhstan flag, set a person-
al best of 65:07 in the 2018
Ras Al Khaimah Half
Marathon.

Both the men’s and
women’s races have a first
prize cheques of $ 27,000
with a total prize money purse
(combined men and women)
of $ 275,000.
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INDIA U-18 SECURE SEMIFINAL BERTH
Kathmandu: ��������	 $�����	 #����	 ���,��	 ����
����,	$��	7���	B@+	��	����	��	���	���������	��
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USHA HONOURED WITH IAAF VETERAN PIN
Doha: ����	�����	��	�����	�����	
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DRAVID TO DEPOSE BEFORE ETHICS OFFICER
Mumbai: ;�����	����	��,���	5����	3�����	�����
��,���	 #�����	 �''�	 0�����	 4������	 3	 6	 2��	 �
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FIT AGAIN DJOKOVIC TO PLAY IN TOKYO
Belgrade: �����	 ��#��	 ��	 �����	 3������� 
������	���	��	���	&$	4,�	����	�	��������	����� 	��
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TN THRASH SERVICES BY 212 RUNS
Jaipur: $��,,��	3����	6������	���	����	���	����	��
"����	 ����	 ��������	 $�������	 #�	 �	 ����,��	 =A=
���	�	�����	0����	����,	'	����	��	���	%����	8�G���
���,��	 ����	 �	 ��������!	 "���	 ��	 "����	 ������
�����	����������	��	�����	 ����	���	�,���	 �����
���,���	 #�	 ��������	 5�������	 �	 "������!	 
��
���	#��	��	���	$����	������	������� 	"����	����
,�����	�	�������	=>K:M	����	6������	��,@������	����
>L!	 )�	 ����� 	 �����	 #������	 ,�������	 �	 �,�����
����	��	#����	���	$�������	���	�	,�����	M=!	6������
���	�#��	��,,�����	#�	'	8���	���������	C?B	���	?A
#����D!	"��	���,,��	���	M	�����	��	�	��1����	�	���
>A@#���	���� 	���������	���	����	�����	��	�	��1
��	 ���	 ���!	 %�����	 CL@KAD	 ��	 �������	 ���
$�������	 ���@�, 	 �����	 �	 ��������	 CB@A+D 	 "
��������	 CA@==D	��	5	$��	6������	 CA@>D	����	 ���
�����	 ������@������	 ��	 "����	 ����	 ���,�����	 �
���,��������	��!

BENGAL WARRIORS EDGE PAST TITANS
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Parupalli Kashyap was the lone
Indian to survive in the singles

event after star shuttlers P V Sindhu,
Saina Nehwal and B Sai Praneeth
made first round exits at the Korea
Open badminton tournament on
Wednesday.

Kashyap registered a comfortable
21-16, 21-16 over Lu Chia Hung of
Chinese Taipei in a men’s singles
match that lasted 42 minutes. He will
face Malaysia’s Liew Daren in the sec-
ond round.

The first round casualties for
India included World Champion
Sindhu, who bowed out of the tour-
nament after going down 7-21, 24-22,
15-21 at the hands of USA’s Beiwen
Zhang, Sai Praneeth and Saina — both
retired hurt in their respective first
round matches. World

Championships Bronze-medallist Sai
Praneeth was trailing 9-21, 7-11 when
he conceded the match to fifth-seed-
ed Anders Antonsen  due to an ankle
injury.

Saina was trailing 21-19, 18-21, 1-
8 against South Korea’s Kim Ga Eun
when she was forced to retire.

Saina’s husband and personal
coach Kashyap said she retired
because of gastroenteritis problem.

“It seems she had a relapse of the
gastroenteritis that bothered her early
in the year. She was feeling dizzy and
vomited yesterday. In fact, she went to
the stadium straight from the hospi-
tal today,” he said.

“Still she could have won but
when it went to three games, she did-
n’t have anything left in her tank. We
need to check with the doctor when
we go back. It has been a difficult year
for her.”

Saina has had a tough year owing
to injuries. She won the  Indonesia
Open at the beginning of the season
but has struggled since then. At the
China Open  last week, she made a
first-round exit.

Sindhu also seems to be facing a
rough patch after the high of winning
the World Championships. She was
knocked out of the China Open by
Thailand’s Pornpawee Chochuwong in
the second round last week.

It was also curtains for India in the
opening round of the men’s doubles
competition.

The pair of Manu Attri and B
Sumeeth Reddy lost to Huang Kai
Xiang and Liu Cheng of China 16-21,
21-19, 18-21, while Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty went
down to fourth seeds Takeshi Kamura
and Keigo Sonoda of Japan 19-21, 21-
18, 18-21.

���	� %�E�)�)�)5)�	

Rohit Sharma will begin a last ditch
effort to save his stop-start Test
career with a trial run in the unfa-

miliar opener’s slot when he leads the
Board President’s XI in a three-day warm-
up game against South Africa, starting
here today.

With the national selection commit-
tee and the team management deciding
to promote Rohit as an opener, keeping
his spunky strokeplay in mind, the next
five Tests could be a make or break for the
32-year-old stylish right-hander.

He will have Mayank Agarwal for
company as the two would look to strike
an understanding before the first Test
starting on October 2 in Visakhapatnam.

The third notable character in the
game would be Umesh Yadav, who has
been drafted into the Test side as an
injured Jasprit Bumrah’s replacement.

He will look to rattle the likes of Faf
Du Plessis and Aiden Makram in order
to make a statement.

But the focus from today will
undoubtedly be on Rohit.

One of the modern day greats in the
white ball format, Rohit’s average of
39.62 in 27 Tests, including three hun-
dreds, doesn’t do justice to his potential.

Red-ball vice-captain Ajinkya Rahane
and the fast-rising Hanuma Vihari con-
solidated their middle-order slots with
impressive performances in the West
Indies and the only remaining option for
Rohit was to bat at the top.

The three-day game against the qual-
ity red-ball attack of South Africa, com-
prising Kagiso Rabada, Vernon Philander
and Lungi Ngidi, will be a good dress
rehearsal before the opening game in
Visakhapatnam.

Rohit’s technique against the moving
red SG, Dukes or Kookaburra has been
suspect but this is an inspired punt that
Virat Kohli and Ravi Shastri are ready to
take keeping Virender Sehwag’s stupen-
dous success in mind.

If it clicks, this will be considered a
masterstroke but if it doesn’t, the A
team’s supply line of openers comprising
Shubman Gill, Abhimanyu Easwaran
and Priyank Panchal will be there.

Not to forget KL Rahul, who would
look to score heavily and get his place back
and Prithvi Shaw, also hungry as ever after
having served a doping ban and learnt
harsh lessons of life.

Even if Rohit succeeds on the low and
slow sub-continental tracks, there’s no
guarantee that he would be able to repli-
cate it on the grounds in New Zealand,
where Trent Boult promises to bring it
back in repeatedly.

The road ahead will be tricky for one

of India’s finest ODI openers as the next
six months will decide his fate in the
game’s traditional format.

SQUADS
Board President’s XI: Rohit Sharma (c),
Mayank Agarwal, Priyank Panchal, AR
Easwaran, Karun Nair, Siddhesh Lad, KS
Bharat (wk), Jalaj Saxena,
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja, Avesh Khan,
Ishan Porel, Shardul Thakur, Umesh
Yadav
South Africa: Faf du Plessis (c), Temba
Bavuma, Theunis de Bruyn, Quinton de
Kock, Dean Elgar, Zubayr Hamza, Keshav
Maharaj, Aiden Markram, Senuran
Muthusamy, Lungi Ngidi, Anrich Nortje,
Vernon Philander, Dane Piedt, Kagiso
Rabada, Rudi Second.
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The Indian women’s cricket team captain
Harmanpreet Kaur said the team’s below-par

batting show in the first T20 International against
South Africa here had left her nervous before the
bowlers rose to the challenge with a stellar effort.

Harmanpreet was the only Indian batswoman
to play an impactful knock, scoring 43, while the
rest of her colleagues failed to chip in with any
notable contribution. 

The bowlers, led by player of the match Deepti
Sharma(4/8), produced an impressive show to dis-
miss South Africa for 119 in 19.5 overs.

“I was nervous at the halfway stage but we knew
that we’d have something for the bowlers. They did
a great job,” Harmanpreet said after the match.

She said the players have been working hard
on their fitness.

“We were doing a lot of fitness (regimens)
before coming here and we got the result on the
field. The way we fielded and bowled, I was happy,”
she said. 

She also her side still needs improvement in sev-
eral areas, especially batting.

“Lot of areas to improve. Need to improve a
lot with the bat. 

We are playing with an extra batter, so if bat-
ters do well, we can do even better,” said the 30-
year-old.

She said she had trusted Radha Yadav to do
well in the final over of the South African run chase
and eventually the left-armer took two wickets to
end the visiting side’s innings.

Star of the match Deepti said her effort was the
“best bowling performance” of her career.

“We bowled how I had planned. Got help from
the wicket too. The plan was to bowl wicket to
wicket and it was turning, so I pitched it up too,”
she said. “The mindset was to bowl in front. We
were confident at the halfway mark. And we want-
ed to enjoy. If you enjoy, you automatically do well,”

the 22-year-old off-spinner said.
South Africa captain Sune Luus

said 130 was a chaseable
total though her side could
not make it in the end.

“The way our new-
ball bowlers bowled, they

gave us a good platform to
work on. We thought 130

was a total we could
chase. Chasing 130 is
about when you go for
the charge,” she said.

“Lizelle Lee gave a
good platform. The
batsmen who then came

in just couldn’t exe-
cute. The way
Deepti and the
spinners bowled,

you could definitely
see there was more
spin as the evening

progressed.” 
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Newly-appointed foreign table tennis coach
Dejan Papic’s stint with the Indian team

could end even before he takes charge as the
Canadian’s joining has been delayed by at least
the next two months due to a knee surgery he
has undergone.

Papic had accepted the coaching offer in July
after much deliberation but at that time Table
Tennis Federation of India (TTFI) secretary M
P Singh said he was not aware of his medical con-
dition.

The current situation has led to more loss
of crucial time for the players, who have been
preparing on their own for next year’s Olympics
and are without a coach since the 2018 Asian
Games.

“Papic will take another two months to
recover. Players are losing crucial time and we
realise that but we got to know about his knee
surgery much later after the appointment
process was completed,” M P Singh said on
Wednesday.

“We have approached a few coaches to take
charge of the national squad. We are awaiting
their response,” he added.

TTFI is keen to sign German coach Jorg
Bitzegaio, who is currently with the USA team.

“Our leading players, Sharath Kamal and G
Sathiyan, have given their thumbs up to Jorg. We
hear that he resigned as USA coach but his res-
ignation was not accepted. Hopefully, they accept
his resignation so that he can come to India at
the earliest,” added Singh.
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The Indian duo of Pankaj Advani and
Aditya Mehta overcame a tough Thai

team to emerge world champions in the
IBSF World Snooker Team event on
Wednesday.

This takes Advani’s world title tally to
a phenomenal 23 while Aditya claimed his
maiden at a time when his future is being
doubted due to health issues.

For Advani, this win has ensured that
his name is now there on every IBSF
world title on offer.

He had won the world billiards event
last week.

“I’m absolutely excited to win my first
world title. All the years of hard work and
struggle has finally paid off,” said Mehta.

Advani too was ecstatic.
“It’s a dream trip for me as I return

from Myanmar in under 3 weeks with 2
world championship Gold medals and a
Bronze (which he got in the world 6-red
snooker event). I’m over the moon to have
won the only missing world title on my
list and this win is very special for that rea-
son.

“It’s been a long but satisfying outing.
Having to switch from billiards to snook-
er in a day and to come out on top is a
reassurance that specialising in two sports
is indeed achievable.”
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Ukrainian teen Dayana
Yastremska scored the

first top-10 win of her career
at the Wuhan Open on
Wednesday over world
number two Karolina
Pliskova, declaring herself
one of the young talents
making a splash on tour this
season.

In a year where 19-
year-old Bianca Andreescu
has won the US Open, and
15-year-old Cori Gauff has
reached the second week at
Wimbledon, Yastremska
picked up two WTA titles
and made the fourth round
at SW19.

“They’re young but
they’re also very good.
There’s a lot of things I
could learn from them as
well,” Yastremska said of the
players following her 6-1, 6-
4 third-round victory against
Pliskova.

“I’m really happy that
now the young generation is
coming up. It’s really time for
us.”

Pliskova’s exit temporar-
ily takes the pressure off

world number one Ashleigh
Barty, who can hold onto her
top ranking for at least one
more week now that her
nearest rival was unable to
reach the semi-finals in
Wuhan.

Barty booked her tick-
et to the quarter-finals with
a 6-3, 7-5 success over
r e c e n t l y - c r o w n e d
Guangzhou champion Sofia
Kenin, and takes on
Croatian Petra Martic on
today.

Meanwhile, third-seed-
ed Elina Svitolina  is happy
to have put her early-season
woes behind her as she
secured passage to the quar-
ter-finals with a 6-4, 6-2 rout
of Russian qualifier Svetlana
Kuznetsova.

She next test comes in
the form of American world
number 35 Alison Riske,
who maintained her clean
record against home
favourite Wang Qiang with
a 6-2, 6-1 triumph.

Aryna Sabalenka
squandered a 6-1, 5-1 lead
before recovering to com-
plete a tricky 6-1, 7-6 (11/9)
dismissal of sixth-seed Kiki
Bertens.

Two-time Wuhan
champion Petra Kvitova
closed out play on
Wednesday, beating 10th-
seeded Sloane Stephens for
the first time, 6-3, 6-3, to set
up a quarter-final show-
down with Yastremska.

Meanwhile Simona
Halep was left disappointed
after suffering a fresh injury
setback in China that forced
her to retire from  with a
lower back problem.

Halep said the problem
that caused her to quit her
third-round match felt dif-
ferent to the herniated disc
she had suffered at the China
Open in Beijing a year ago
which brought an early end
to the Romanian’s 2018 sea-
son.

“It’s lower back. I think
it’s more muscle, but I don’t
know yet because I haven’t
checked it properly,” said
two-time Grand Slam cham-
pion Halep.
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The BCCI on Wednesday named Sri
Lanka as Zimbabwe’s replacement

for a short three-match T20
International series to be held in
January next year.

The BCCI has roped in Sri Lanka
for the short series in place of
Zimbabwe, which has been suspend-
ed by the ICC.

As planned earlier, the first T20
will take place in Guwahati on January
5, followed by matches in Indore on
January 7 and Pune on January 10.

“In the wake of Zimbabwe’s sus-
pension by ICC, the BCCI invited Sri
Lanka to participate in the three-match
series. Sri Lanka Cricket has confirmed
their participation,” the BCCI said.

The series against Zimbabwe was
in doubt after the ICC had suspend-
ed Zimbabwe Cricket (ZC) in July this
year over government interference in
its administration.

The ICC Board unanimously
decided that ZC was in breach of
Article 2.4 (c) and (d) of its constitu-
tion which imposes an obligation on
members to provide a process for free
and democratic elections.

SCHEDULE
1st T20: January 5, Guwahati
2nd T20: January 7, Indore
3rd T20: January 10, Pune. 
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Rohit Sharma moved up a
place to world number eight

while India skipper Virat Kohli
and Shikhar Dhawan inched
closer to a top 10 spot in the lat-
est ICC T20 Rankings for bats-
men released on Wednesday.

Kohli’s unbeaten 72 in the
second T20I  against South
Africa  has seen him gain one
spot and reach 11th in the list
while Dhawan has moved up
three places to 13th after scores
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of 40 and 36.
Rohit is tied at the

eighth spot with
England’s Alex Hales.
Both batsmen have 664
points.

In the bowlers’ rank-
ing, Washington Sundar
is the top ranked Indian.
He moved eight spots to
be placed 50th.

The series in India
also saw South Africa’s
Quinton de Kock move
up from 49th to 30th, his

highest position in two
years, after scores of 52
and 79 not out.

Spinner Tabraiz
Shamsi has reached the
top 20 in the bowlers’ list
for the first time while
Andile Phehlukwayo has
achieved a career-best
ranking of seventh.

In the T20 team rank-
ings, India are placed
fourth below South Africa
(3rd), England (2nd) and
top-ranked Pakistan.


