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‘Trump was disloyal to office on Ukraine’

Speaker Pelosi says House Intelligence Committee head Adam Schiff will lead impeachment inquiry

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

Democrats vowed on Friday
to move quickly on the im-
peachment investigation of
U.S. President Donald
Trump, saying the evidence
of abuse of power from his
Ukraine phone call and at-
tempts to cover up wrongdo-
ing were already clear.

An intelligence whistle-
blower’s complaint showing
Mr. Trump pressuring Uk-
raine’s President to supply
dirt on election rival Joe Bi-
den left the White House
reeling and Mr. Trump dou-
bling down with an implicit
threat against witnesses to
the call. “The clarity of the
President’s actions is com-
pelling and gave us no choice
but to move forward,” said
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

A national security issue
“This is about the national
security of our country: The
President of the U.S. being
disloyal to his oath of office,
jeopardising our national se-
curity, and jeopardising the
integrity of our elections.”
She announced that
House Intelligence Commit-
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Activists rallying for the impeachment of President Donald
Trump at the Capitol in Washington on Thursday. =ap

tee Chairman Adam Schiff,
who accused Mr. Trump of
acting like a “mafia boss”
this week, would take the
lead in the investigation.

“They will take the time
that they need and we won’t
have the calendar be the ar-
biter,” she said in an inter-
view with MSNBC. “But... it
doesn’t have to drag on.”

On Monday, Mr. Trump
blithely swatted away a whis-
tleblower report that alleged
that he sought to pressure
Ukraine for information that
could damage Mr. Biden, the
leading Democratic candi-
date to contest the presiden-
cy in 2020.

Pak. model’s brother gets
life in honour killing case

Qandeel Baloch was strangled in 2016

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MULTAN

The brother of Pakistani so-
cial media star Qandeel Ba-
loch was on Friday sen-
tenced to life in prison for
her murder.

Baloch, 26, who shot to
fame for her risqué selfies,
was strangled in July 2016.

Her brother Muhammad
Waseem was arrested. Days
later he told a press confe-
rence that he had no re-
morse over what he did, say-
ing that “of course” he had
murdered his sister and that
her behaviour had been
“intolerable”.

His lawyer, Sardar Meh-
boob, said the court in the
eastern city of Multan had
found his client guilty and
sentenced him to life impri-
sonment, in a long-awaited
verdict. “Inshallah (God
willing), he will be acquitted
by a high court,” he said.

5 others acquitted
Five others were acquitted
by the court, including an Is-
lamic cleric Mufti Abdul Qa-
vi who had been embroiled
in controversy with Baloch
months ahead of her death.
“We are distraught by this
verdict. The government is
still enslaved to the whites
and is bowing to their
rules,” said Baloch’s brother
Aslam Shaheen, who was
among the acquitted. Ear-
lier, Baloch’s mother Anwar
Mai said she had hoped her
son Waseem would also be
acquitted.
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Qandeel Baloch. =ap

Baloch’s murder made in-
ternational headlines and
reignited calls for action
against an epidemic of so-
called “honour killings”, in
which a victim — usually a
woman — is murdered for
flouting patriarchal social
codes.

New legislation

Three months after Baloch’s
murder, Parliament passed
new legislation mandating
life imprisonment for ho-
nour killings. However,
whether a murder is defined
as a crime of honour is left
to the judge’s discretion,
meaning that killers can the-
oretically claim a different
motive and be pardoned.

In Baloch’s case, her pa-
rents initially insisted their
son would be given no abso-
lution. But, heartbroken at
the thought of losing him
too, they changed their
minds and said they wanted
him to be forgiven.

International revulsion at
the killing had seen the Pa-
kistani state take the unpre-
cedented step of declaring
itself a heir alongside the pa-
rents, however, forcing the
case to move ahead.

Ms. Pelosi was pushing
back against mounting pres-
sure in her party to impeach
Mr. Trump. But the tables
have turned with the release
of a memo on Mr. Trump’s
July 25 call with President
Volodymyr Zelensky, which
confirmed that he pressed
for dirt on the Bidens, fol-
lowed by the whistleblower’s
complaint, which alleged the
White House had attempted
to cover up the call.

Democrats now appear
able to muster the majority
they need to vote through an
impeachment motion in the
House — for only the third
time in U.S. history — setting

the stage for a possible trial
of the President by the Repu-
blican-controlled Senate.

‘Should move quickly’
“We should move quickly
but not hurriedly, and we
should focus on this Ukraine
call,” Eric Swalwell, a mem-
ber of the House Intelligence
Committee, said on CNN Fri-
day. “We don’t need to have
a months-long hearing... We
have the President’s own
words, and we have his con-
duct after the fact,” he said,
referring to Mr. Trump’s at-
tack on the still anonymous
whistleblower and other po-
tential White House witness-
es against him, labelling
them spies and traitors.

“You know what we used
to do in the old days when
we were smart? Right? The
spies and treason, we used
to handle it a little differently
than we do now,” Mr. Trump
told U.S. diplomats in a meet-
ing at the UN. Mr. Swalwell
said the remarks, made on
Thursday to a crowd from
the U.S. Mission to the UN,
showed “a consciousness of
guilt. Innocent people don’t
talk that way.”

Kiev security
official offered
to resign

REUTERS
KIEV

A senior Ukrainian security
official offered to quit be-
fore President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy began a visit to
the U.S. this week, the Pre-
sident’s office said on Fri-
day. Oleksandr Danylyuk,
the secretary of Ukraine’s
National Security and De-
fence Council, gave no rea-
son for his decision and
will stay on until Mr. Zelen-
skiy decides whether to ac-
cept his resignation, it said
in a statement.

The statement gave no
indication that the resigna-
tion was connected with a
telephone call between Mr.
Zelenskiy and Donald
Trump that is at the centre
of a formal impeachment
inquiry into the U.S. Presi-
dent. Earlier this week, Mr.
Danylyuk said Ukraine did
want not to be dragged into
U.S. domestic politics.

UK-flagged tanker Stena Impero
sets sail after release by Iran

It was seized by Tehran on July 19 after hitting a fishing boat

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TEHRAN

The British-flagged oil tank-
er Stena Impero, which had
been held off the Iranian
port of Bandar Abbas for

more than two months, set

sail on Friday and reached
international waters, the
provincial maritime organi-
sation and its owner said.
The ship’s seizure was
widely seen as a tit-for-tat

move after authorities in the
British overseas territory of

Gibraltar detained an Ira-

nian tanker on suspicion it
was shipping oil to Syria in

breach of EU sanctions.

Tehran repeatedly denied
the cases were related. “The
Stena Impero started sailing

from the mooring towards
the Persian Gulf’s interna-
tional waters as of 9.00 a.m.

(0530 GMT) today,” Hormoz-

gan province’s maritime or-
ganisation said on its web-
site.

“Despite the vessel’s clea-

rance, its legal case is still
open in Iran’s courts,” the
organisation said.

The tanker’s captain and

Facebook begins hiding Tikes in Australia

Users also blocked from viewing the number of reactions on other people’s posts

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SYDNEY
Facebook on Friday said that
it began hiding the number
of “likes” for posts in Austra-
lia, a trial designed to ease
social pressure that could be
rolled out worldwide.
Account holders across
the country were also
blocked from viewing the
number of reactions and vi-
deo views on other people’s
posts from Friday, but were

UN suspends
Sri Lanka
peacekeepers

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
COLOMBO

The UN has suspended Sri
Lankan troops from peace-
keeping duties after Co-
lombo ignored repeated
warnings and appointed
Major General Shavendra
Silva, who has been ac-
cused of war crimes, to
head its Army.

The UN and several
Western nations expressed
concern over the promo-
tion of Major General Silva
last month despite the alle-
gations against him.

In Sri Lanka, the Foreign
Ministry said its Secretary,
Ravinatha Aryasinha, will
meet with the Department
of Peace Operations where
he will discuss the matter
with the Under Secretary
General of the Depart-
ment, the Ministry said.

still be able to see how peo-
ple respond to their own.

“We don’t want Facebook
to feel like a competition,”
the company said in a state-
ment. “This is a test to see
how people engage with this
new format. We hope to
learn from this over time in
order to see if we will roll
this out more broadly.”

More than one billion peo-
ple use Facebook world-
wide, but the social media

giant has come under pres-
sure to combat the plat-
form’s impact on mental
health. In Australia, one in
five children report expe-
riencing cyberbullying, ac-
cording to the country’s e-
Safety Commissioner. The
problem received national
attention last year when a 14-
year-old girl killed herself af-
ter being bullied online.
Facebook’s decision
comes after it launched a

trial in July to hide “likes” on
the company’s other major
social media platform, Insta-
gram.

The social media giant did
not confirm how long the
trial would run for.

“We want to understand
from people whether remov-
ing the total counts improves
their experience, while also
not limiting any positive inte-
ractions,” said Mia Garlick,
of Facebook Australia.
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Stena Impero sets sail in Gulf as it heads towards

the international waters on Friday. =arp

crew have “given a written,
official statement that they
have no claims”, it added.
The CEO of Stena Bulk,
the Swedish company that
owns the vessel, said it had
reached international wa-
ters at around 0945 GMT
and was headed for Dubai.
Erik Hanell said it was
“obviously a relief” and ad-
ded that the priority now
was the crew. The tanker’s
crew are “safe and in high
spirits” and arrangements
have been made for them to
return to their families upon
arrival in Dubai, Mr. Hannel

said in an official statement.

The company did not re-
lease the names of the crew
members.

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards seized the vessel in
the Strait of Hormuz on July
19 after surrounding it with
attack boats and rappelling
onto its deck.

It was impounded off the
port of Bandar Abbas for al-
legedly failing to respond to
distress calls and turning off
its transponder after hitting
a fishing boat. Seven of its 23
crew members were re-
leased on September 4.

Saudi Arabia offers
tourist visas for first time

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
RIYADH

Saudi Arabia said on Friday
that it was offering tourist vi-
sas for the first time, open-
ing up the kingdom to holi-
daymakers as part of a push
to diversify its economy
away from oil.

The kingdom also eased
its strict dress code for fo-
reign women, allowing
them to go without the
abaya robe that is still man-

Egypt’s police move to block protests

Campaigners have called for demonstration at Tahrir Square against Sisi

REUTERS
CAIRO

Egyptian police mounted a
huge show of force in central
Cairo and closed off entranc-
es to Tahrir Square on Friday
after calls for protests
against President Abdel Fat-
tah al-Sisi following opposi-
tion accusations of corrup-
tion, which he denies.

Protests broke out on Sep-
tember 20 in Cairo and other
cities following online calls
for demonstrations against
alleged graft by Mr. Sisi and
the powerful military.

Mr. Sisi, who was in New
York this week attending the
UN General Assembly, re-
turned to Cairo on Friday
morning, where he was
greeted off his plane by se-
nior Ministers and later
stopped to speak to a crowd
of supporters on the
roadside.

Supporters of Egypt President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
demonstrating in Alexandria on Friday. =reuTers

Asking them why they
were up so early on a Friday,
the first day of Egypt’s wee-
kend, he said: “The situation
isn’t worth it. You need to
know that the Egyptian peo-
ple are very aware...”

Mr. Sisi also appeared to
repeat his earlier rejection of
allegations of corruption

posted online by Mohamed
Ali, a former contractor and
actor, in the run-up to the
protests. Mr. Ali’s videos
have attracted a wide
following.

“We’re really strong, the
country is really strong with
(because of) you,” he said in
a video posted on his Face-

book page. Since last wee-
kend’s protests, authorities
have carried out mass ar-
rests which rights monitors
say has seen around 2,000
people detained. Egypt’s pu-
blic prosecutor said on
Thursday that “not more
than 1,000” had been ques-
tioned after protests.

Support for stability

Mr. Ali had called for new
protests this Friday, though
government supporters
were also planning rallies to
show their backing for Mr. Si-
siand “stablity”.

Security forces have
stepped up their presence in
main squares in major cities
and plainclothes police have
been checking motorists’
and pedestrians’ mobile
phones for political content,
checks that continued on
Friday morning.
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datory public wear for Saudi
women. Citizens from 49
countries are eligible for on-
line e-visas or visas on arriv-
al, including the U.S., Aus-
tralia and several European
nations, the statement said.

Kickstarting tourism is
one of the centrepieces of
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman’s Vision 2030 re-
form programme to prepare
the biggest Arab economy
for a post-oil era.

'All agreements are off if
Israel annexes territory’
UNITED NATIONS

Palestinian President
Mahmud Abbas told the UN
on Thursday that he would
terminate all agreements
with Israel if it moves forward
with plans announced by
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to annex a key
part of the West Bank. arp

U.S. offered to lift
sanctions for talks: Iran
TEHRAN

Iran's President Hassan
Rouhani said on Friday that
European leaders at UN meet
said Washington was ready to
lift sanctions in exchange for
talks on the 2015 nuclear
deal. However, President
Donald Trump said such an
offer was never made. arp
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1 Censure fiend on stage, partly
in commotion (11)

9 Mark first Belgian needing no
introduction to language (7)

10 Box to transport reqular goon

(6)

11 Alarm seductress (5)

12 Northern Ireland firm's vicar,
not odd, at European capital

7)
15 Swarm back for encounter (4)

16 Fasten article on Turk’s head,
say, to get married (3,3,4)

18 Grab, finish cosmetic product
(4,6)

20 At peak of Mecca, Conservative
leaves confused (4)

23 Jumps to start placing call
aboard ship (7)

24 Run away with returning
Eastern European (5)

26 Stick to firm at this place (6)

27 Returning crowd has missing
flower (7)

28 In a riot, pierce nests with
tenacity (11)

= DOWN

2 Immigrants, endlessly salient,
cook (6)

3 Leaders of departments,
officially halt at Middle East
city (4)

(set by Anon)

4 Mocha stink obscured by
raincoat (10)

5 Constricted flight, Oriental, in
Nagaland borders (8)

6 Perfect patio damaged in
United Nations (7)

7 Humiliation at a cellar (9)

8 Listens for first echo of vehicle

(6)

13 Ornamentation of damaged
regal files (10)

14 Cook hates menu at American
libraries (9)

17 Woodworkers make detailed
replica aboard ship (8)

19 Enhance goblin herd,
leaderless (7)

21 Cheat head chef at home (6)

22 First off, brioche made for the
brave (6)

25 Skilled sailor at Himalayan
city nearly (4)
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Embodiment of Pranava

Vallalar, in his Deivamani Malai, addresses Lord Muruga as
the embodiment of the pranava mantra, and he says there is
none equal to Him. Muruga came from the sparks that ema-
nated from Lord Siva’s faces. Lord Siva has six faces — Satyo-
jata, Vamadeva, Tatpurusha, Isanam, Aghoram and Ado-
mukham. From each of these faces a spark emerged, and six
babies resulted from these sparks. Later Goddess Uma fused
all the six babies into one, and the resultant child was Lord

Muruga.

Pranava indicates three actions of God. Pranava consists
of ‘@’, ‘u, and ‘m.’ The ‘a’ stands for creation, the ‘u’ for pro-
tection and the ‘m’ for destruction, said M.A. Manickavelu
in a discourse. The pranava mantra is Lord Siva’s peetha. It
is the foundation of all the Vedas. If one dies in Varanasi, it is
the pranava mantra that Lord Siva will whisper in one’s ears.
Sundarar says Lord Siva has an omkara rupa. From Siva
came Muruga, and Vallalar calls Muruga ‘Chinmaya Swaroo-
pa vimala.” Muruga is blemishless, and imparts knowledge.
He questioned Brahma about the meaning of the pranava.
When Brahma was unable to answer, Muruga imprisoned
Brahma. Lord Siva asked Muruga to release Brahma, but
Muruga refused. He then went on to explain the meaning of
the pranava mantra to Lord Siva, who was His father! Thus,
Lord Siva, whose seat is the Pranava, ended up being in-
structed on the meaning of the mantra by His son.

The Deivamani Malai of Vallalar is addressed , the deity in
Kanda KottamIn the verse where Vallalar talks of Muruga be-
ing the embodiment of the Pranava, he refers to Muruga as
the son of the One who has a bull as His vehicle. The father
son connection in this verse is to stress the point that Muru-
ga was once in the position of teacher to His father.
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