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Pope decries world's
indifference to migrants
VATICAN CITY

Pope Francis on Sunday
decried “the culture of
comfort” that leads to
indifference in the face of a
global migration and refugee
crisis. The Pope, who has
made caring for migrants a
hallmark of his papacy, spoke
during a Mass for the World
Day for Migrants and
Refugees. "We cannot remain
insensitive, our hearts
deadened, before the misery
of so many innocent people.
We must not fail to weep. We
must not fail to respond,” the
Pope said. ap

Massive rally in Moscow
for political prisoners
MOScow

Thousands gathered in
Moscow on Sunday
demanding the release of
opposition protesters
prosecuted in recent months.
Protesters chanted “let them
go" and brandished placards
demanding a halt to
"repressions" of opposition
protesters. “We have to keep
demanding to respect our
rights,” said opposition leader
Lyubov Sobol. arp

Hong Kong protests intensify
ahead of China’s National Day

‘We won't look the other way when people are beaten, warns UK. Foreign Minister

REUTERS
HONG KONG

Hong Kong police fired water
cannon, rubber bullets and
round after round of tear gas
at petrol-bomb and brick-
throwing protesters on Sun-
day in some of the most wi-
despread violence in more
than three months of anti-
government unrest.

Pitched battles in the Cau-
seway Bay shopping district,
Wan Chai bar area and the
Admiralty district of central
government offices followed
a night of showdowns with
police in the Chinese-ruled
city after a peaceful pro-de-
mocracy rally turned ugly on
the streets outside.

More protests are planned
in the run-up to October 1,
China’s National Day, mark-
ing the 70th anniversary of
the founding of the People’s
Republic.

Police also fired tear gas
from the roof of the Legisla-
tive Council building, which
activists trashed and daubed
with graffiti weeks ago.

Protesters took

cover

36 killed, 36 injured
in China road crash

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIJING

At least 36 people died and
36 others were injured in
east China when a packed
coach with a flat tyre collid-
ed with a truck, authorities
said on Sunday.

The bus was carrying 69
people — its maximum ca-
pacity — when it crossed in-
to oncoming traffic and hit
the freight truck on an ex-
pressway in eastern Jiangsu
province on Saturday morn-
ing, the Yixing public secur-
ity bureau said.

A preliminary investiga-
tion determined that the ac-
cident was caused by a flat

tyre on the left front wheel
of the bus, the bureau said
in a statement.

Nine people were se-
riously injured, 26 were
slightly hurt and one was
discharged from hospital.

The Changchun-Shenz-
hen expressway reopened
after eight hours of rescue
work.

Deadly road accidents are
common in China, where
traffic regulations are often
flouted or go unenforced.

According to authorities,
58,000 people were killed
in accidents across the
country in 2015 alone, the
last available figures.

from the tear gas behind um-
brellas and held their
ground on Sunday, some
throwing tear gas canisters
back at police as a helicopter
flew overhead.

They built barricades with
trolleys and trash cans and
other debris.

One threw a petrol bomb
at police in the Wan Chai me-
tro station. At least one pe-
trol bomb landed in the
grounds of central govern-
ment offices, where several

Escalating violence: Police using tear gas to dispel protesters in Hong Kong on Sunday. =ap

windows were smashed.

Protesters shouted anti-
China slogans and called for
their “five demands, not one
less” of the government, in-
cluding universal suffrage
and the dropping of all
charges against their arrest-
ed colleagues.

Lam to leave for Beijing

The city’s leader, Carrie
Lam, the focus of anti-go-
vernment unrest, will leave
for Beijing on Monday to ce-

lebrate the National Day.

Meanwhile, Britain has
said it will not ignore the
treatment of protesters in
Hong Kong when they are
beaten indiscriminately, Fo-
reign Minister Dominic Raab
said on Sunday.

“We wont look the other
way, when the people of
Hong Kong are beaten indis-
criminately on commuter
trains for exercising the right
to peaceful protest,” Mr.
Raab said.

Saudi King’s bodyguard
killed by friend over ‘dispute’

Gunman was shot dead after he refused to surrender

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
RIYADH

A prominent bodyguard of
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman
has been shot and killed at a
friend’s house in what has
been described as a perso-
nal dispute, according to
State media.

Major General Abdelaziz
al-Fagham’s death triggered
an outpouring of emotion
on Twitter, with some con-
demning the killing of the
Saudi ruler’s “guardian
angel”.

Maj. Gen. Fagham, who
was frequently seen by the
King’s side, died on Saturday
evening in the western city
of Jeddah, police in Mecca
said in a statement carried
by the official Saudi Press
Agency.

A spokesman said that the
gunman was shot dead by
security forces, but that five
officers were wounded in
the melee that has shocked
the kingdom, where gun vio-
lence is rare.

Police said the trouble
broke out when Maj. Gen.
Fagham was visiting a friend

Lanka’s ex-Army chief to run for President

NPM’s Senanayake pledges legal reform and a ‘new political culture for the country

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Former Army commander of
Sri Lanka Mahesh Sena-
nayake on Sunday an-
nounced that he would con-
test the November 16
presidential election, pledg-
ing legal reform and a “new
political” culture for the
country.

General Senanayake is be-
ing fielded by the National
People’s Movement (NPM), a
collective of island-wide civil
society organisations that
converged in late 2018, with
the aim of offering a political
alternative.

“The present power strug-

Mahesh Senanayake

gle and rivalry action among
main political parties may
eventually pave the way for
the evolution of a brutal dic-
tatorship, in the absence of a

feasible alternative to the pe-
ople of this country,” states
the NPM’s preamble, adding
that the country could be
saved only through “a struc-
tured and an organised peo-
ple’s movement”.

In the presidential race,
General Senanayake will face
another military officer, Go-
tabaya Rajapaksa, the war-
time Defence Secretary con-
testing on a ticket from the
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramu-
na (SLPP), Deputy Leader
and Minister Sajith Premada-
sa of the ruling United Na-
tional Party (UNP), and
Leader of the leftist Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP),

Anura Dissanayake.

Mr. Senanayake is the se-
cond Army commander to
throw his hat in a presiden-
tial race, after Sarath Fonse-
ka in 2010 against former
President Mahinda Rajapak-
sa. General Fonseka lost to
Mr. Rajapaksa.

Addressing an NPM event
on Sunday, General Sena-
nayake — who served the mil-
itary for nearly four decades
— underscored the need to
maintain peace and harmo-
ny in the interest of national
security, and vowed to elimi-
nate political interference in
legal action against those
violating the law.

Vote over, Afghanistan faces possible political chaos

If there is no clear winner in final tally,
a second round of polling will be held

ASSOCIATED PRESS
KABUL
Presidential elections are ov-
er, and Afghanistan now fac-
es a period of uncertainty
and possible political chaos.
Saturday’s vote was marred
by violence, Taliban threats
and widespread allegations
of mismanagement and
abuse. It was the fourth time
Afghans have gone to the
polls to elect a President
since 2001 when the U.S.-led
coalition ousted a regressive
Taliban regime.

The latest election seems

unlikely to bring the peace
sought by Afghans, tired of
an increasingly brutal war,
or an easy exit for the U.S.,
seeking to end its longest
military engagement.

The preliminary vote
count won’t be known be-
fore October 17 and the final
tally on November 7. If there
is no clear winner, a second
round of voting will be held.

Initial estimates and ob-
servations at polling stations
suggest a light turnout
among 9.6 million eligible
voters.
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The countdown begins: Election workers counting ballots at a

polling station in Kabul on Saturday. =ap

Afghanistan’s National Se-
curity Adviser Hamdullah
Mohib said that those who

turned up at polling stations
“risked their lives to show
that they want to be in con-

trol of their own future.”

For Afghans, Saturday’s
vote mirrored the deeply
flawed 2014 presidential
polls.

Then and now

Then, like now, the leading
rivals for president were Ash-
raf Ghani and Abdullah Ab-
dullah; then, like now, allega-
tions of widespread fraud
and a deeply flawed and
sloppy election process swir-
led over the voting; then, like
now, violent attacks marred
voting, even forcing the clo-
sure of some polls. This time
roughly 468 polling centers
were not opened because it
wasn’t possible to secure

them against Taliban attacks.

The next step in the pro-
cess is to bring the votes
from across the country to
the Independent Election
Commission compound in
the capital Kabul, where
they will be counted again.
The initial counting and re-
cording was done at the site
of the polling and then the
ballots were transferred to
district centers and finally to
the capital.

In a country at war, Af-
ghanistan’s security agencies
say the exercise is a difficult
and in some areas painfully
slow process. Mr. Abdullah
said his biggest worry was
ballot box stuffing.

A file photo of Saudi Arabia's King Salman followed by his
bodyguard Maj. Gen. Abdelaziz al-Fagham in Riyadh. =ap

who was receiving guests at
his home in Jeddah, the port
city in western Saudi Arabia.

An acquaintance, Mam-
douh al-Ali, entered the resi-
dence and an argument en-
sued. “The conversation
between Fagham and Ali es-
calated... Ali left the home,
came back carrying a gun
and fired at Fagham, injur-
ing two others in the house-
hold, a Filipino worker and
the brother of the house’s
owner,” it said.

Ali “refused to surrender”
and barricaded himself in
the house, exchanging shots
with security forces before
he was killed, it said.

The incident was trig-
gered by a “personal dis-
pute”, Al-Ekhbariya state te-
levision reported without
giving further details.

It added that Maj. Gen.
died in hospital from his in-
juries and that an investiga-
tion into the shooting had
been launched.

The bodyguard, with his
tall, slender bearing, was
well known among Saudis
and often pictured attending
to the King.

He also guarded the late
King Abdullah, taking after
his father who served under
the former ruler for three
decades.

British PM vows to stay
put, keep Brexit deadline

He takes ‘do or die’ message to party

REUTERS
MANCHESTER

Boris Johnson vowed on
Sunday he would not quit as
Britain’s Prime Minister
even if he fails to secure a
deal to leave the European
Union, saying only his Con-
servative government can
deliver Brexit on October 31.

At the beginning of his
party’s annual conference
in the northern city of Man-
chester, Mr. Johnson wants
to rally his party with the
“do or die” message that he
will deliver Brexit by the end
of October, with or without
a deal.

But there are hurdles to
clear, not least of which is
what Mr. Johnson calls “the
surrender act” — the law
Parliament passed to force
the Prime Minister to re-
quest a Brexit delay if he has
not secured a deal with
Brussels by an October 17-18
EU summit.

Mr. Johnson again de-
clined to explain how he
plans to circumvent that law
and deliver on his Brexit
promise.

“People can feel that this
country is approaching an
important moment of
choice and we have to get on
and we have to deliver Brex-
it on October the 3ist... 'm
going to get on and do it,” he
told BBC television.

Asked if he would resign
to avoid having to ask for a
delay, Mr. Johnson said:
“No, I have undertaken to

Boris Johnson

lead the party and my coun-
try at a difficult time and I
am going to continue to do
that. I believe it is my
responsibility.”

Opposition  lawmakers
have been highly critical of
Mr. Johnson’s reference to
“the surrender Bill”, saying
his language is stirring even
more division in a country
that has remained split since
the 2016 referendum on EU
membership.

Election fever

More than three years after
Britain voted to leave the
EU, both the governing Con-
servative Party and others
are getting ready for an ear-
ly election, widely expected
to be held before the end of
the year to break the Brexit
deadlock.

Polling firm Opinium said
the main opposition Labour
Party gained 2 percentage
points after its conference in
Brighton last week, but the
Conservatives still held a 12-
point lead.
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1 2 3 7 5 6
7
8 9
10 11
12
13 14 15
16 [17 18 19 20
21
22 23 24
25
26 27
28
B ACROSS
1 Fire hose and reels redesigned
(11)
8 Arabian prince featured in the
Mirror (4)
9 Sauce with minor twists in a
key preparation (4,6)
10 Pavilion’s look and smell (6)
11 Safe sitting on the fence (7)
CM

13 Vessel's small crew starting to
smoke a joint (9)

15 Western prophet, about 16 (5)

16 Reduction in estimated rainfall

(5)

18 She got men to dance to a
signature tune (5,4)

22 Royal, like Rajasthan! (7)
23 Novel shipped again as told (6)

26 Famous people and good
intellectuals about town
primarily (10)

27 Hitch during a major operation

4

28 Nice article about skilled
worker (11)

m DOWN
1 With force break a wall (7)
2 Almost lose form (5)

3 Problems first day of the week
— boring calls (7)

(set by Vulcan)

4 Hard to keep away from
national flag (4)

5 Steal extremely essential coin
(6)

6 For sure empty — US's bold
moves (9)

7 Property of English territory
(6)

12 Trivial match (5)

14 Appear to hold complete
awareness — basically not
seen in a philosopher (9)

17 Upset with headless/mindless
talk (6)

19 Swallow one's drink (7)

20 Eventually, reduction in
energy and power with this
type of bowling (7)

21 Cheat escapes we hear (6)

24 Dog otherwise seen in
animated imagery (5)

25 Catch up and leave (4)
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Solution to puzzle 12742

Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Lord Srinivasa’s penance

When discourses are given about divine weddings, it is the
name of the Goddess that serves as a prefix to the title of the
discourse. For example, we talk of the wedding of Rukmini.
But we do not refer to the wedding as Krishna’s wedding.
But there is one exception to this rule, and that is Lord Srini-
vasa of Tirumala. We do not say it is Padmavathi’s marriage,
but we say it is the marriage of Srinivasa. That is because Sri-
nivasa did penance to wed Padmavathi, said V.S. Karunaka-

rachariar, in a discourse.

There was a sage called Kusadhwaja, who spent all his
time in reciting the Vedas. He had one ardent desire. He
wanted to bring up a daughter and give her in marriage to
Lord Narayana. Such was the greatness of this rishi, that the
Vedas themselves decided to become embodied as his
daughter. A little girl child emerged out of his mouth, and he
named her Vedavathi, and brought her up. Such was her
beauty, that the celestials asked her father for her hand in
marriage. But he turned down all these proposals. One day
an asura asked the rishi to get Vedavathi married to him. The
rishi refused and was killed by the asura. The sage’s wife
died too. But Vedavathi was still firm in her resolve to wed
the Lord. She did penance to attain Him. Ravana, who was
passing by, was taken in by her beauty and approached her
expressing his desire. But she refused to be swayed by his
pleas. He then decided to take her away, and pulled her by
her hair. Such was the power of her penance, that her hair
cut his hand like a sword, and caused it to bleed. Vedavathi
escaped from his clutches and immolated herself. It was this
Vedavathi who was later born as Padmavathi, and Lord Sri-
nivasa performed tapas to wed Her. Thus, her father’s desire
to get her married to Vishnu was fulfilled in Kali Yuga.
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